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FIRST  SESSION 

OV   THB 

FOURTEENTH  PARLIAMENT 

Of 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Meeting  of  the  New  Parliament  *2 
Not.  29, 1774*     This  day  the  New  Par- 

*  "  Whilst  matters  of  the  grrettest  magni- 
tirfe  were  transacting  in  America,  an  unex- 
ampled supioeuess  with  regard  to  public  af- 
6iK,  preruled  among'  the  great  body  of  tlie 
people  at  home.  The  English  nation,  which 
and  to  fed  so  tremblingly  alire,  upon  erery 
eoBtest  that  arose  between  the  remotest  powers 
ia  Europe,  and  to  interest  itself  so  much  in  the 
ime,  at  scarcely  to  be  with-beld  from  be- 
eoouD^  a  party  wbereter  justice  or  friendship 
pointed  oat  the  way,  by  a  strange  reverse  of 
temper,  aeea»ed,  at  this  time,  much  more  in* 
diiierent  to  matters,  in  which  were  inrolred 
ila  own  immediate  and  dearest  interests.  Even 
tbeg;reat  commercial  and  manufacturing  bo.- 
diei,  who  mast  be  the  first  to  feel,  and  the  last 
to  laneot  any  sinister  events  in  the  coloniei, 
tad  who  are  generally  remarkable  for  a  quick 
ftreoj^t  and  provident  sagacity  in  whatever 
Kgardt  their  interest,  seemed  now  to  be  sunk  in 
t^  tame  carelessness  and  inattention  with  the 
lot  of  the  people. 

**  Several  causes  concurred  to  produce  this 
ftpptreat  indifference.  The  colony  contests 
vere  no  longer  new.  From  the  year  1765, 
Ibey  bad,  with  but  few,  and  those  short  ioter- 
■mioDs,  engaged  the  aitentioo  of  parliament. 
Host  of  the  topics  on  the  subject  were  ez- 
inotied,  and  the  vehement  passions  which  ac- 
cotapuied  ihem  bad  subsided.  The  noo-im- 
pwtatioR  agreement,  (by  divisions  within  the 
tttooies,  which,  if  not  caused,  were  much  for- 
*uded  by  the  concessions  with  rcgaril  to  se- 
▼rnl  of  the  taxes  laid  in  1767)  had  broken  up, 
hsM  it  bad  produced  any  serious  eonse- 
^eaees.  Most  people  therefore  flattered 
[VOU  XTIII. ) 


liament  met  at  Westminster*  His  Majestr 
being  seated  on  the  throDCi  adorned  with 
his  crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  at- 
tended by  his  officers  of  state,  (liie  Lorda 
being  in  their  robes^,  commanded  the 
GenUeman  Usher  of  tiie  Black  Rod  to^et 
the  Commons  know,  **  It  is  his  Majesty'a 
**  pleasure  that  they  attend  him  immeoi* 
<<  ately  in  this  House  :*' 

Who  being  come^  the  Lord  Chancellor 
said: 

themselves,  that  as  things  had  appeared  so 
very  frequently  at  the  verge  of  a  rupture,  with- 
out actually  arriving  at  it,  that  now,  as  for- 
merly, some  means  would  be  found  foraceom* 
modeling  this  dispute.  At  worst  it  was  con- 
ceived, that  the  Americans  would  themselves 
grow  tired.  And  as  an  opinion  was  circulated 
with  some  industry  and  success,  that  a  counte- 
nance of  resolution,  if  peraevered  in  for  some 
time,  would  certainly  pot  an  end  to  the  contest, 
which  (it  was  said)  bad  been  nouriahed  wholly 
by  former  ooncessioos,  people  were  in  general 
inclined  to  leave  the  trial  of  the  effects  of  per- 
severance and  resolotioo,  to  a  minisftry  who 
valued  themselves  on  those  qualities.  The 
court  had  also  with  grest  tenaciousness  ad- 
hered to  this  system  tor  some  years.  It  fre- 
quentl)r  got  the  better,  notonlr  of  the  regular 
opposition,  but  of  parties  in  the  ministry  it- 
self, who  were  from  time  to  time  inclined  to 
relax  either  from  fear,  weariness,  or  change  of 
opinion.  Ail  these  things  bad  hitherto  indis- 
posed the  body  of  the  nation  from  taking  part 
lb  the  sanguine  manner  they  had  hitherto  done 
on  other  subjects,  and  formerly  on  this. 

<*  Prom  these  causes,  administration  being 
totally  disengaged  at  home,  was  at  full  leisnre 
to  prosecute  the  measures  which  it  had  desigtted 
against  America,  or  to  adopt  aufcb  new  onea,  aa 
the  opposition  there  rendered  necessary  to- 
wards carrying  the  new  laws  into  execution. 
The  times  indeed  were  highly  favourable  to 
any  purpoae,  which  only  required  the  concor- 
renee  or  that  pariiament,  and  the  acquiescenca 
of  the  people. 

*•  Notwithstanding  these  Ikvourable  circam- 
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^*  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 
<*  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  com- 
mand me  to^acquaint  you,  that  he  will  de- 
fer declaring  tne  causes  of  calling  this 
parliament  tul  there  shall  be  a  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons;  and  therefore,  it 

Btaoces  on  Uie  oote  side,  aoM  that  general  indif- 
ference which  prevailed  on  the  other,  it  was 
not  totally  forgotten  by  either,  that  the  time 
for  a  General  Election  was  approaching,  and 
that  the  parliament  bad  bat  one  session  more 
to  complete  its  allotted  term.  In  some  few 
places,  where  the  popular  spirit  ran  high,  tests 
were  already  proposed  to  be  signed  by  their 
future  candidates,  previous  to  their  receiving 
9^y  assurance,  or  promise  of  support  from  the 
electors.  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  a  test  wati  proposed 
to  Mr.  Wilkes  aud  serjtant  Glyune,  and  by 
them  signed,  in  which  they  engaged  their  ut- 
ihost  endeavours  to  pvomote  Bills  for  shortening 
the  duration  of  parliaments,  for  the  exclusion 
•f  placemen  and  pensioners  from  the  Uoose  of 
CoromoM ;  for  a  more  fair  and  .equal  represeo- 
tation  of  the  people ;  for  vindicating  the  mjured 
rights  of  the  freeholders  of  that  county,  and 
through  them  of  all  the  eltetorsmthe  kingdom ; 
for  procuring  a  repeal  of  the  four  late  Ame- 
rican Acts,  viz»  Thiiit  for  the  province  of  Que- 
bec, and  the  three  which  affected  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay ;  besides  bindmg  themselves,  so  far  as  in 
them  lay,  to  restore  and  defend  that  excellent 
form  of  government,  which  had  been  modelled 
and  estahiisbed  at  the  Revolution. 

^'  Tests,,  upon  much  the  same  principles, 
were  proposed  in  London  and  some  other 
places  3  and  it  is  still  the  opinion  of  some  of 
those,  who  were  sanguine  in  that  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, that  the  apprehension  of  its  becoming 
geoeru,  influenced  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
administration  to  the  dissolution  of  parliament. 
This  opiniou,  however,  seems  ill-foanded. 
There  was  no  reason  then  to  expect,  nor  is 
there  now  to  imagine,  that  the  mode  of  sub- 
scribing to. tests  would  have  become  general, 
or  even  extensive.  The  influence  of  adminis- 
tration, in.  a  greatiuimber  of  the  boroughs,  and 
in  many  of  the  counties,  is  at  all  times  too  well 
known  to  be  called  in  question ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal and  most  celebrated  leaders  in  opposition 
totally  disclaimed  all  tests  whatever,  as  unwor- 
thy of  themselve8,'derogatory  of  their  charac- 
ter as  seuators,  and  restrictive  of  their  rights  as 


"  Other  more  probable  causes  most  be 
Bought,  for  the  measure  of  dissolving  the  par- 
liament The  civil  list  was  again  become 
deeply  in  debt,  and  the  distresses  of  the  lower 
part  df  the  houshold,  from  the  withholding  of 
ibeir  Wages,  were  become  so  notorious,  and  so 
Buich  8|^en  of,  that  it  seemed  disgraceful  to 
the  nation,  as  well  as  grievous  to  the  sovereign. 
It  was  therefore  thought,  and  probably  rightly, 
that  it  was  intended^  in  the  ensuing  setsiopi  not 


is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you^  gen>- 
tlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  do  im- 
mediately repair  to  the  place  where  the 
Commons  usually  sit,  and  there  chuse  a 
fit  person  to  be*  your  Speaker ;  and  that 
you  present  such  person,  ^who  shall  be  sc^ 

only  to  demand  a  large  sum  of  money  for  tho 
discharge  of  the  standing  debt,  but  also  that  a 
requbition  would  be  made,  for  such  a  conside- 
rable and  certain  yearly  addition  to  the  civil 
list  revenues,  as  would  prevent  all  such  morti- 
fying appfications  for  the  future. 

"  Though  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of 
the  good  will  and  compliance  of  the  then  par* 
liament,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  thought  prudent, 
to  load  them  with  so  disagreeable  a  task,  at  the 
eve  of  a  general  election.  Recent  experience 
had  shewn,  that  this  was  a  subject  which  would 
excite  much  general  discussion ;  and  that  how- 
ever a  majority  migfat|  for  their  zeal  to  the  easv 
of  their  sovereto^o,  overlook  all  the  difficulties 
that  could  be  raised  withio  doors,  such  a  settle- 
ment, attended  with  the  payment  of  a  great 
present  balance,  and  loaded  with  an  entailed 
irredeemable  future  incumbrance,  would  not  at 
all  be  satisfactory  without.  People  are  apt  to 
be  out  of  humour  at  the  parting  with  their 
money,  and  an  application  for  future  trust  and 
favour,  in. such  a  temper,  would  seem,  at  least, 
ill-timed.  On  the  other  hand,  such  a  measures 
would  be  nothing  in  the  hands  of  a  new  parlia- 
ment, and  would  be  worn  out  of  memory,  or 
become  only  an  historical  reference,  at  the  time 
of  their  natural  demise.  The  sinister  events 
which  have  since  taken  place  have,  however, 
hitherto  prevented  the  making  of  any  requisi- 
tion of  this  nature. 

**  Another  ;Dotive  may,  perhaps,  be  sup- 
posed, for  the  measure  of  dissolution.  That 
parliament  had  already  passed  the  most  hostile 
laws  against  America ;  and  as  they  cQuld  not, 
with  so  good  a  grace,  ivscind  their  own  acts, 
the  minister  was,  in  some  degree,  tied  down  to 
A  perseverance  in  the  support  of  those  mea- 
sures OQ  which  they  were  founded ;  whereas, 
in  a  new  House  of  Commons,  he  would  b« 
somewhat  at  large  in  cbusing  or  altering  bis 
line  of  conduct,  as  circumstances  varied,  and 
theVf  if  necessary,  might  throw  all  the  odiuns 
of  those  laws  upon  their  predecessors. 

**  It  may  also  be  supposed,  that  as  the  issue 
of  the  American  measures  became  every  day 
more  precarious,  it  was  thought  a  right  mea- 
sure to  have  the  elections  over,  before  any  on- 
fortunate  event  could  change  the  temper,  or 
irritate  the  minds  of  the  people.  If  this  shsiild 
coincide  with  the  time  of  a  general  electioo, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  the  opposition  niust 
carry  every  thiog  before  it.  This,,  in  all  like- 
lihood, was  the  strongest  and  roost  prevalent 
motive  to  this  resolution,  though  the  others 
might  have  bad  their  share.  And  it  may  be 
safoly  concluded,  that  a  saving  to  the  friends 
of  government,  by  curtailing  the  time  for  con- 
test and  cxpence,  particularly  in  the  counties. 
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cboieo,  to  his  Majesty  here  for  his  royal 
mrobation  to-morrow,   at  two  of  the 

Then  hit  Majesty  was  pleased  to  retire : 
lod  the  Commons  withdrew. 

IM  o/"  the  House  of  Commons,']  The 
fdJoviDg  is  a  List  of  the  Members  of  the 
Hoaie  of  Commons : 

«u  oot  at  all  oTerlooked  upoo  this  ocGasion. 
hktdf  the  oppQsitioa  complained  that  th^ 
didiot  receive  fair  play ;  that  tome  places  were 
IhI  by  sarprize ;  aod,  they  said,  that  those  in 
the  leaet  Dad  infioite  advanta^,  by  setting 
Mtlie6mes  for  the  scene  of  action,  and  taking 
the  necessary  measnreato  strengthen  their  in- 
terest, before  even  a  suspicion  of  the  design 
WIS  fonaed  on  the  other  side. 

"  However  it  was,  very  nnexpectedly,  and 
modi  to  the  aorprtze  of  the  nation  in  general, 
(m  it  bad  not  been  a  mesanre  much  practised 
flf  bte  years,  no  sifnilar  instance  having  oc- 
anred  lioce  ^the  year  1746,  and  even  that 
hoBf  an  unique  in  the  long  reign  of  Geo.  t,) 
a  podamatioD  was  issued,  on  the  30th  of  Sqp- 
tnober,  for  the  diasolution  of  the  parliament, 
asd  tbc  caliiog  of  a  new  one,  the  writs  for 
vUeb  were  made  returnable  on  the  fi9th  day 
•f  tbt  Mlowiog  November.  Notwithstanding 
Ibawrptise,  and  shortness  of  the  time,  some 
af  the  eleetioos  were  contested  with  eztraor- 
tfsnv  aeivevefaoce  and  ardour. 

**  la  Londoo,  the  popular  party  carried  every 
ttxiag  before  them,  and  returned  all  the  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Wilkes  was  again  elected  to  repre- 
seat  tbe  coun^  of  Middlesex,  without  a  shadow 
afopinsitioo  mm  Ihe  court,  and  lord  mayor  of 
Ibst  dty  for  the  ensuingyear ;  and  there  was 
as  doubt  that  the  court  party,  grown  somewhat 
Mer  by  long  and  hitter  experience,  would  no 
hsger  controvert  bis  seat.  The  dispute,  con- 
ecniiqg  that  ningia  aeat,  bad  produced  to  them 
BNre  troubles,  vexation,  and  disgraces,  than 
die  contest  with  the  twelve  united  colonies  of 
AoRrica.  It  would  have  lieen  an  imprudence, 
sf  the  groosest  kind,  to  mix  these  disputes  in 
tbe  present  crisis;  and  thus,  after  near  14  years 
draggle,  it  was  thought  the  best  way  to  leave 
biDi  master  of  the  field. 

.    **  It  was  sajd,  by  some  of  those  who  are 

cnrioQs  m  attending  to  such  observations,  that 

■staithslaDding  the  surprize,  and  the  shortness 

of  tbe  time,'  a  mater  number  of  the  old  mem* 

'kit  were  thivwa  out  than  was  common  at 

fmsral  eUCMona.  However  tbe  fact  might  be, 

■Msewbo wat«  the  best  acquainted  with  meo 

isd  tUogs,  did  not  atigurany  change  of  system 

'(asilbisebcitfnatailce.    Tpe  court,  uotwith-t 

*idma  all  the  ill  success  ^f  all  the  measures 

•fB«  wliicfa the  bist  ssMseasa  was  so  confidently 

.s^N^,  saauMil  trmly  resolved  to  persevere 

n  tbe  m^  oaurse.   It  la  said,  that  private  ad- 

■gy  ftam  Aflftsiica  e^icouraged  them  to  set  a 

yit  vahssnthapqHic  appearances."  Amiual 
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BEDToaosRiRB.  Johu  earl  of  Upper  Ossory .-  - 
Robert  Benley  Oagley ;  created  lord 
Oogley  in  Iremnd,  September  2f  1776. 

Bedford.  Sir  WilKam  Wake.-»Robeit 
marrow;  not  duly  elected.*— Samuel 
lYhitbread ;  duly  eleoted*  aod  ought  to' 
have  heeo  retnmad. 

BERKSHUta.  Christopher  Griffith;  died,  aod 
the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  tbe 
clerk  of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  Ja^ 
nuarv  14, 1776.— Wyi.  Henry  Hartley. 
--John  Elwes. 

Windtot^  Augustus  JCeppeL-*  John  Mon- 
tagu. 

Reading,  Fraacia  Annesley.-- — Johii 
Dodd. 

WalUn^ord.  Sir  Robert  Barker ;  bri- 
gadier general  in  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's  service.— John  Cator. 

Abingdon,  John  Mayor  ;  the  committee 
that  tried^  this  electioa  found  it  a  void 
election ;  and  a  new  writ  ordered, 
March  6, 1775.- -John  Mayor. 

BoacmoiuifSHiaE.  Ralph  earl  Verney.— 
George  Grenville ;  a  teller  of  the  £x- 
•  cbeqoer,  and  nephew  and  heir  to  earl 
Temple,  to  whose  title  and  estate  ho' 
auoceeded,  and  the  Speaker  issued  hia 
warrant  to  the  derk  of  the  crown  for  a 
new  writ,  October  9,  1779.*«Tbomas 
Grenville ;  an  ensign  in  tbe  foot  guards, 
aod  brother  to  earlTemple. 

Buckingham.  James  Grenville,  jun.— 
Richard  Grenville ;  has  a  company  in 
the  foot  guards. 

Chipping  Wjfcombe.  Thomas  Fitzmau- 
rice ;  brother  to  the  earl  of  Shelburoe* 
-Robert  Waller. 

Aylesbury.  Anthony  Bacon.— John  Au- 
brey ;  eldest  aon  of  sir  Thomas 'Aubrey, 
barl 

Agmondesham^  William  Drakoi  sen,—* 
William  Drake,  jun. 

Wendaver.  Joseph  BuMock  s  ma^stew- 
asd  of  tbe  manor  of  East  He^dred  in 
tbe  county  of  Berl(8 ;  a  n«w  writ  or- 
dered, 1775.— 'fbomasDommer.— John 
Adams ;  made  bis  election  for  the  bo- 
rouj(h  of  Caermarthen;  a  new  writ 
<mfereJ»  December  30,  1774.*— Henry 
Drummond ;  a  banker  in  Westminster. 

Great  Mar Um.  William  Clayton.— John 
Borlace  Warren  ;  created  %  baronet, 
May.  20,  17?5 ;  Bsade  a  master  and 
commaqder,  and  afterwards  a  post  cap- 
tain ja  the  royal  navy. 
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CABCBRiDGESHmB.     Sir  SamfMOii  Gideon.— Sir 
John  Uinde  Cotton. 
Univ.  of  Cambridge.    Charles  marqnit  of 
Graobv;  graodsoD  and  heir  to  the  duke 
*  of  Rutland  ;  on  whose  death  he  became 
duke  of  Rutland  ;  a  new  writ  ordered. 
May  1779.- James  Mansfield;  appoint- 
ed solicitor-general  to  bis  majesty  on 
the  dissolution  of  this  14th  parliament. 
—Richard  Crofies. 
Town  of  Combridge,    Soame  Jen]|rns.— 
C.  Sioan  Cadogan ;  socoeeded  his  fa- 
ther as  lord  Cadogan  ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, November  1,  1776.- Benjamin 
Keeoe;  son  of  the  bishop  of  Ely. 

Cheshire.  John  Crewe.— Samuel  Egerton; 
diied,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Febmary  14, 
1780.-  -Sir  R.  Salosbury  Cotton. 

Chpter.    Thomas  Grosrcnor.-R.  Wil- 
braham  Bootle. 

Cornwall.  Sir  William  Lemon.- -Sir  John 
Moles  worth ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
October  1775.— Edward  Eliot;  re- 
ceiver-general of  the  duchy  of  Corn- 
wall ;  in  this  parliament  before  for  St. 
Germain's. 

Launceston.    John  Bnlter.— H.  Morrice. 

Leikaird.  Edward  Gibbon ;  author  of  the 
celebrated  History  of  the  <*  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  empire;"  made  a 
commissioner  of  trade  and  plantations ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Jane  3,  1779,  he 
was  re-elected.— Samuel  Salt. 

LextwithieL  Arthur  lord  visoonnt  Fair- 
ford  ;  onlv  son  to  the  earl  of  Hillsbo- 
rough.—Cbarles  Brett;  made  steward 
of  the  three  Chiltem  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, 1776;  he. was  afterwards 
in  this  parliament  for  Sandwich.— Tho- 
mas Potter ;  appointed  one  of  the  Welsh 
judges;  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  S, 
1778,  he  was  re-elected. 

Truro.  Bamber  Gascoyne;  a  commis- 
sioner of  trade  and  plantations;  made 
a*  commissioner  of  the  admiralty ;  a 
new  writ  issued,  June  3, 1779,  he  was 
re-elected.— GeoTve  Boscawen ;  son  to 
lieutenant-^neral  6eorg«  Boscawen, 
and  a  captain  in  the  horse  guards. 

Bodmyn.  James  Larocbe;  created  a  ba- 
ronet of  Great  Britain,  August  84, 1776. 
— Cieorge  Hunt 

lleliton.  (D.  R.)  Francis  marq.  of  Carmar- 
then; son  of  the  duke  of  Leeds,  not  duly 

elected. Francis   Owen;   not  duly 

elected.-  -F.  Cockayne  Cost ;  uncle  to 
sir  Brownlow  Cust,  hart  counsel  to  the 
admiralty  and  navy,  and  one  of  his 
majesty's  counsellors  at  law;  duly 
riected.- -Philip  Yorke ;  duly  elected. 

Saltash.  Grey  Cooper;  joint  secretary 
to  the  treasury.-Thomas  Bndihaw ; 


died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  November  18, 
1774.-Sir  Charles  Whitworth  ;  lieu- 
ten  ant-go  vemor  of  Tilbury  Fort;  chair* 
man  ot  the  committees  of  wayi  and 
means,  and  tMosorer  of  the  Foundling 
hospital;  in  this  parliament  before  for 
Eastlooe;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
bis  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
for  a  new  writ,  September  S8,  1778.— 
Henry  Strachey ;  storekeeper  of  the 
ordnance ;  in  this  parliament  before  for 
Bishop's  Csstle;  made  steward  of  the 
three  Chiliern  Hundreds  in  the  county 
of  Buckinghaoishire ;  a  new  writ  or* 
dered,  July  1780,  he  was  chosen  for 
Bishop's  Castlc-Paul  Fielding. 
CameUbrd.  John  Amy  and;  a  merchant 
in  London  ;  brother  to  sir  George  Amy- 
and,  bart. ;  died  June  5, 1780 ;  no  nevr 
writ  was  issued.— Francis  Heme ;  died, 
and  the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to 
the  clerk  of  the  crown,  October  1776.— 
Sir  Ralph  Payne ;  made  one  of  the 
clerks  comptrollers  of  the  hoard  of 
green  cloth  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jane 
5,  1777,  he  was  re- chosen. 

Wesilooe.  William  James;  a  director  of 
the  East  India  Company,  and  an  elder 
brother  of  the  Trinity  bouse;  created  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain,  July  S5,  |778, 
—Charles  Ogilrte;  made  steward  of 
the  three  Chiltem  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  1776.-John  Rogers. 

Grampound.  Sir  J.  Yorke;  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Hardwicke ;  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General ;  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  dragoons;  a  lieutenant- geoeral^;  a 
knight  of  the  bath,  and  a  member  of 
the  most  honourable  privy  council.— 
Richard  Aid.  Neville. 

Eatilooe.  John  Buller.— Sir  Charles 
Whitworth ;  made  steward  of  the  three 
Chiltem  Hundreds  in  the  county  ^f 
Buckingham  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1774,  he  was  chosen  for  Saltash.— Tho* 
mas  Graves ;  a  captain  in  the  navy  ; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltem 
Hundreds;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1775 ;  created  lord  Graves. Wil- 
liam Graves  ;  a  master  in  chancery  ; 
brother  to  Thomas  Graves,  esq. 

Fenryn.  Sir  George  Osborne;  baa  a 
company  in  the  foot  guards,  and  groom 
of  the  tiedchunber  to  the  king.— Wil- 
liam Chaytor! 

Tregony,  Georffe  Lane  Parker ;  brother 
to  the  earl  of  olacclesfield,  and  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot,  and  a  major-ge- 
neral.—Alexander  Leith ;  created  .a 
baronet,  November  11,*  1775. 

Bosstfwy.  John  lord  viscount  IHouQt- 
Stuart ;  lord  lieutenant  of  Glamorgan- 
•hirei  and  one  of  the  auditmt  of  tho 
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itsprcst  ii  re? enion ;  created  baron 
Carvfiff  of  Cardiff-cattte,  id  the  couot^ 
of  Glamorgan ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
May  1776. — Charles  Stuart;  fourth 
aoo  to  the  carl  of  Bate ;  a  lieutenant- 
Goboel  of  a  teffiment  of  foot— Henry 
L.  Luttrell ;  eldest  son  to  lord  Irnham 
of  Ireland ;  lieatenant-colonel  of  horse, 
and  adjutant-general  to  the  land  forces 
in  IreJand. 

Si.  J«€f.  William  Praed ;  found  not  duly 
elected ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Hav  8» 
1775.--8ir  Thomas  Wynn;  lord  lieu- 
teoant  of  Gamanronshire ;  auditor  of 
the  rereDue  of  Wales;  created  lord 
Newboroogh  of  Ireland,  July  S7, 1776. 
—Adam  Drummond ;  made  steward  of 

.  the  three  Chiltem  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham;  a  new  writ 
ofdered,  Deeemlier  1778 :  in  this  par- 
liament afterwards  ibr  Aberdeen,  Mon- 
trose, &c.— Philip  Dehany. 

Towey,  Philip  Rashleigh. — Molineux 
Shuldham ;  a  captain  in  the  navy ; 
made  govenior  and  commander  In  chief 
of  Newfoundland  in  1772 ;  made  rear- 
admiral  of  the  squadron  of  his  majesty's 
fleet  in  March  1775 ;  made  commander 
in  chief  of  his  majesty's  fleet  in  North 
America ;  created  lord  baron  Shuldham 
of  Ireland,  July  31, 1776. 

Si.  Germaini,  Benjamin  L^Anglois ; 
made  storekeeper  of  the  ordnance;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  June  5, 1778,  he  was 
re-cbosen;  appointed  under  secretary 
to  lord  Tisconnt  Stormont,  one  of  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state. 
—Edward  Eliot ;  receiver*  general  to 
the  duch^  of  Cornwall,  and  a  commis- 
siooer  ot  trade  and  plantations ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chiltem  Hundreds 
in  .the  county  of  Bucks ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Noyember  1775 ;  be  was 
choeen  for  the  oounty  of  Cornwall.-- 
John  Pownal ;  secretary  to  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations ;  made  a  commis- 
siooer  of  excise ;  a  new  writ  ordered. 
May  ftSj  1776.- -John  Pttichy ;  son  of 
sir  James  Peachy,  hart. 

Si.  MichaePt,  James  Scawen ;  made  his 
election  for  the  oounty  of  Surrey ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  December  80,  1774. 
—Thomas  Howard;  a  barrister  at  law, 
and  oncle  to  the  eari  of  Suffolk ;  snc- 
eeeded  his  grand-nephew  as  earl  of 
SoflMk  and  Berkshiro ;  the  Speaker 
issued  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  September  13, 1779. 
—Francis  Hale.— John  Stephenson. 

Newport.  H.  Morrice;  made  his  elec- 
tioD  for  Lauoceston ;  a  new  writ  or- 
ilcred,  December  SI,  177 4.- -John  Fre- 
derick ;  sou  of  sir  John  Frederick,  hart, 
'-Biehard  Ball. 

St.  Mmms.     R*  Cngg«|  iocd  f  iicoimt 
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Clare ;  of  Ireland ;   one  of  the  vice- 
treasuren  of  Ireland ;  created  eari  Nu- 

Sent  in  Ireland,  July  3, 1776.— Hugh 
^uscawen. 

Callingtcn.  John  D.  Ackland;  eldest 
son  to  sir  Thomas  D.  Ackland,  bart. ;  a 
major  in  the  army  ;  died,  a  new  writ 
or(iered,  NoremMr  S6,  1778.— George 
Strattoii ;  bis  election  declared  void  bv 
the  committee,  and  a  new  writ  orderedf, 
February  1779.— •George  Stratton.— 
William  Skryne. 

CuMBBRLANo.  Sif  JamcB  Lowthir.— -Hcniy 
Fletcher. 

CarlUle.  Fletcher  Norton ;  third  son  to 
sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knt;  a  oounseltor 
at  law  ;  made  steward  of  the  manor  of 
East  Hendred  in  Berkshire;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  February  1775.- -Walter 
Stanhope ;  took  the  name  of  Spencer 
this  parliament.— Anthony  Storer. 

Cockermouth.  Fletcher  Norton ;  maSe 
his  election  for  Carlisle.— Ralph  Gow- 
land.— -George  Johnstone;  made  his 
election  for  Appulby ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, December  4,  1774.— James 
Adair ;  a  serjeant  at  law. 

Debbtsbire.  Lord  George  Ca? endish.— God  • 
frey  Bagnal  Clarke;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  crown  for  a  now  writ,  November 
1774.— Nathaniel  Corson  ;  eldest  son 
of  lord  Scarsdale. 

Derby,  Lord  Fred.  Cavendish.— Wen- 
man  Coke ;  made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Norfolk;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
DecembM"  1774.— John  Gbborne;  not 
duly  elected.— Daniel  Parker  Coke ; 
duly  electedi  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned. 

Detonsbire.  John  Parker. — Sir  R.  W. 
Bampfvlde ;  died,  and  the  Speaker 
issued  bis  warrant  for  a  new  writ  to  the 
alerk  of  the  crown,  August  1776.- -John 
Rolle  (Walter ;  in  this  pariiament  be- 
fore for  Exeter ;  died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, December  6,  1779.— John  Rolle. 

Extttr.  Cliaries  W.  Bampfvlde;  eldest 
son  of  sir  Richard  Warwick  Bampfylde, 
bart.  to  whose  title  be  succeeded  in 

1776. John   Rolle   Walter;   made 

steward  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,. a 
new  writ  ordered,  October  1,  1776.— 
John  Baring. 

Tatneis.  James  Aroyatt. — Sir  P.  Jenn. 
Clarke ;  created  a  baronet,  October  86, 
1774. 

Flymouth.  Will.  W.  viscount  Barring- 
ton  ;  made  stewsrd  of  the  three  Chiltem 
Hundreds  in  the  counjy  of  Bucks ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  January  1778.— George 
viscount  Lewisham ;  eldest  son  to  the 
mA  of  Dartniouth«-Sir  Charleg  flBr- 
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dy ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  May  30, 
1780.- -Sir  F.  Lemin  Rogers. 

Oahhampton.  Richard  Vernon  ;  brother- 
in-law  to  earl  Gower;  a  clerk  of  the 
board  of  green  cloth.— Alexander  Wed- 
derbom ;  his  majesty's  solicitor-gene- 
ral; flsade  attorney -general;  a  new 
writ  Ordered,  June  5,  1778,  he  was 
chosen  for  Bishop's  Castle.— Humphry 
Minchin. 

Barnstaple,  Will.  DeFaynes ;  an  East 
India  director.-'-John  ClerelaDd. 

Phfmpton  Earle.  Paul  Henry  Gurry ; 
ntade  resident  commissioner  of  the  dook 
yard  at  Plymouth :  a  new  writ  ordered, 
February  1775.— John  Dorand ;  a  mer- 
chant io  London,  and  an  elder  brother 
of  the  Trinity  house.-Sir  Richard  Phil- 
lips ;  created  lord  Milford  io  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  July  3,  1776 ;  made 
steward  of  the  manor  of  £a#t  Hendred 
in  the  county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, April  3, 1779.- William  FnlUr- 
ton  ;  under  -secretary  to  lord  viscount 
8tormont,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state ;  made  lieutenant- 
colonel- commandant  of  a  battalion  of 
foot 

Honiton,  Lawreoee  Cox.— -Sir  George 
Yonge. 

ToMgtoek.  Richard  Rigby.-Rieh.  Fitz- 
patrick;  brother  to  the  earl  of  Upper 
Ossory  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  a 
captain  in  the  foot  guards. 

Athlntrton,  Robert  Palk.-  -  Charles  fioone. 

Dartmouth,  Richard  discount  Howe; 
made  flee- admiral  of  the  bine  ;  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet 
m  North  America,  and  One  of  his  ma- 
jest's  commissioners  for  making  peace 
with  the  rebellious  colonies,'  May  7, 
1776.-Riohard  Hopkins. 

Beeralston,  Sir  Francifl  H.  Drake- 
George  HobarL 

.Tiioertc/n.  Nathaniel  Ryder;  oalled  up 
to  the  fioase  of  Peers  as  baron  Har- 
rowby  of  flarrowby  in  the  county  of 
linooln ;  a^new  writ  ordered,  May  16, 
1776.— John  Wilmot ;  eldest  son  to  the 
late  lord  chief  justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  sir  John  Eardly  Wtlmot,  knt. ;  a 
master  in  chancery  .—Sir  John  Dnntz. 

BoBSETSBiRE.  George  Pitt,  jun. ;  eldest  son 
of  lord  Rivers,  the  late  member.— Hum- 
phry Sturt. 

PooU.  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;  colonel  of  a  re- 
giment of  foot ;  K.  B.  and  a  major* 
general.— Joshua  Manger. 

DoTchetter,  John  Darner.— —William 
Ewer. 

Lyme  Begi$*    Henry  Fane ;  died,  a  new 
(Writ  ordered,  June  5|  1777.-*FraQcia 
Faoa—Hemy  Fana. 


W^fmtmth  and  Melcomb  Regis.  W. 
Ellis  ;  one  of  the  vice-treasurers  of 
Ireland ;  made  treasurer  of  the  navy ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  June  5, 17^7,  he 
was  re-elected.— John  Puriing.- -Wil- 
liam Chaffin  Grove.— John  Tucker ; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltem 
Hundreds  in  the  county  of  Bucks;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  June  5,  1778.— Ga- 
briel Steward ;  paymaster  of  the  marine 

,  forces. 

Bridport.  Lucius  F.  Cary  ;  only  son  of 
lord  viscount  Falkland;  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army.— Thomas  Corentry. 

Shaftesbury.  Francis  Sykes ;  not  duly 
elected.— Thomas  Rum.bold;  not  duly 

.  elected.— Hans  W.  Mortimer ;  .found  to 
have  been  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned,  April  25,  1775. 
The  House  having  rescmded  their  re- 
solutions against  Messrs.  Sykea  and 
Rumbold,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Novem* 
her  1776.— George  Rous. 

Wareham.  W.  6.  Hamilton ;  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland.— Christo- 
pher D*Oyley  ;  under  secretary  to  lord 
George  Germaine,  one  of  his  majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state;  appointed 
commissary-general  of  musters ;  a  new 
Writ  ordered,  June  1776,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

Carfe  Castle.  John  Jenkinson.-r-Jobn 
Bond. 

Durham.  Sir  John  Eden. --Sir  Thomas  Cla- 
vering. 

Durham*  John  Tempest.— John  Lamb* 
ton. 

Essex.  John  Con  vers  ;  verdurer  of  Epping 
Forest ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Oc- 
tober 3,  1775.— William  Harvey  ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  April  1779.— Tho. 
B.  Brampstone.— John  Luther. 

Colchester.  Charles  Gray.— Isaac  Martin 
Rebow. 

Maiden.  RichanI  S.  Nassau  ;  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Rochford,  and  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  board  of  green  cloth ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered.  May  33, 1780.— 
Eliab  Harvey  ;  a  master  and  com- 
mander in  the  navy.— John  Sirutt. 

.  Harwich.  £(fward  Harvey ;  adjutant- 
general  ;  colonel  of  dragoons,  and  go- 
vernor of  Portsmouth  ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  April  16,  1778.— George 
A.  North;  eldest  son  to  lord  North; 
secretary  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  secretary  and  coipptroller  to 
the  queen,  and  colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  the  Cinque-Port  vo1unteer$.---Jobn 
Robinson ;  joint  secretary  'to  the  trea- 
sury. 

Gu)UCBSTEBSHiBE.  Edward  SoutbweU ;  called 
.  up  tD  the  Hopse.pf  Peeia  ai  lor^  Clif- 
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hid;  a  nev^  writ  ordered,  Apl-il  25, 
1776  -mniam  B.  Chester'.-SIr  Wil- 
fiuDGoise.' 
Ghucater.    George  A.  Selvrjn.— (^barles 
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Junes  Whitsbcd.— Samuel 


fivrow. 

dmenier, 
BMwelL 

TiwkeUmry.  Sir  W.  CodriD(jrtoo.-Jo- 
wpb  Martin  ;  died,  a  new  wnt  ordered, 
April  2, 1776.— James  Martin. 

BnoDKDSHiBE.  Sir  George  Comewall.— 
Thomas  Fofey,  sen. ;  called  ap  to  the 
Boose  of  Peers  as  lord  Foley  of  Kid- 
derminster in  the  county  of  Worcester ; 
t  oevr  writ  ordered,  May,  12,  1776.— 
Thomas  Barley  ;  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Oxfbrd ;  a  merchant  and  an  alderman 
of  the  city  of  London,  and  one  of  bis 
m^ty'smost  honourable  privy  council. 

Eerrford,     Sir  Richard  Symons.- •  John 

Soidsmore. 

Lemintier,  Thomas  Hill ;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  bis  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  September 
1776.— Frederick  Cornwall ;  a  captain 
10  the  navy.— John  lord  viscount  Bate* 
mao. 

WeMif,  Sir  William  Lynch  ;  envoy  ex- 
tnumlinary  at  the  court  of  Turin ;  a 
prify  counsellor  and  K.  B.  ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds 
io  the  county  of  Bucks ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  1789.- -Andrew  Bayn- 

tuo;  eldest  son  of  sir  Edward  Bayntun, 
lnrt.-John  St.  Le^er  Douglas. 

HEnroKDsBiRE*  William  Plumer.— Thomas 
Hdsey. 

Si.  Albans,  Sir  Richard  Sutton.— John 
Radcliffe. 

Bertford.    John  Calvert.— Paul  Fielde. 

HmnoDoinHiRB.    Peter  earl  Lndtow.*- John 
*   lord  viscount  Hinchingbroke. 

Snntingdon,  George  Wombwell ;  a  di- 
rector of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
a  merchant  in  London ;  created  a  ha- 
rooet,  July  95, 1778.- William  A.  Mon- 
tagu ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Ja- 
Doary  1776.— C.  John,  lord  Mulgrave ; 
of  the  kmgdom  of  Ireland  ;  a  captain 
ia  the  navy ;  made  a  commissioner  of 
the  admiralty;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
December  19,  1777,  he  was  re-elected. 

^^.  Charles  Marsbam  ;  eldest  son  to  lord 
Romoey,  now  earl  of  Romney.— Tho- 
mas Kaight,  jun. 

CaUerbkiy.  Richard  MiHes.-Sir  Wil- 
liam ttayne ;  created  baron  NewhaTcn 
of  Carriekmayne  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
luid,  September  9, 1776. 

^ockiter.  George  F.  Hatton.- Robert 
Gregory;  a  director  of  the  East  India 
Company. 


Mndsione.  fleneage  k>rd  Goemsey  ; 
eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Aylesfbrd,  to 
whose  title  he  succeeded  ;  a  new  writ 
ordered.  May  0, 1777.— Charles  Fiuch ; 
next  brother  to  the  earl  of  Aylesford ; 
before  in  this  parliament  for  Caslle 
Rising.— Sir  Horace  Mann. 

Queenbortntgh,  Sir  W.  Rawltnson  ;  an 
alderman  of  the  city  of  London.— Sir 
Charles  Frederick, 

Lancashire.  E.  Smith,  lord  Stanley ;  grand- 
son and  heir  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  to 
whose  title  he  succeeded,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  February  95,  1776.--Tboaias 
Stanley;  brother  to  the  earl  of  Derby  ; 
a  captain  of  dragoons ;  made  major  of 
the  Liverpool  regiment,  and  died  at  Ja- 
maica; a  new  writ  ordered,  January 
94,  1780.-TbQmas  Stanley.-Sir  Tho- 
mas Egerton. 

Fre$ton.  John  Burgoyne;  made  a  ma- 
jor-general, August  the  99lb,  1777.— 
Sir  Henry  Hogbton. 

Lancaster,  Lord  Rich.  Cavendish.— Sir 
George  Warren. 

Newton.  Robert  V.  A.  Gwillim.— An- 
thony J.  Keck. 

Wigan.  George  Byng.— Beau  moot  Ho- 
tbam ;  made  a  Mron  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer ;  a  new  writ  ordered.  May 
1776.— John  Morton  ;  chief  justice  of 
Chester;  aUorney-general  to  the  queen, 
and  deputy  hi(;h  steward  of  Oxford  ; 
died,  and  the  Speaker  issued  his  war- 
rant for  a  new  writ  to  the  clerk  of  tha 
crown,  August  95,  1780. --Henry  S. 
Bridgman  ;  eldest  son  of  sir  Henry 
Bridgman,  hart. 

Clithero.  Thomas  Lister.— Ash eton  Cui*- 
zon. 

IdverpooL  Richard  Pennant ;  created 
lord  Penryn  of  the  kinirdom  of  Ireland, 
November  19, 178S.-Sir  W.  Meredith. 

Ldcestershibb.  Sir  John  Palmer.- -Thomas 
Noel ;  saoceeded  his  father  as  lord  vis- 
count Wentworth,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
December  90,  1774.— —John  Peach 
Hungerford. 

Leicester,    Booth  Grey.— John  Darker.  - 

Lincolnshire.  Lord  Brownlow  Bertie  i  suc- 
ceeded his  nephew  as  duke  of  Ancaster 
and  Kesteven  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Novenober  96, 1779.— Sir  John  Thorold* 
-•Charles  A.  Pelbam. 

Lincoln.  G.  Aug.  lord  viscount  Lumley ; 
eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Scarborough.— 
Robert  Vyner. 

Boston.  Lord  Robert  Bertie;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  April  95,  1777.—'* 
Charles  Amcotts;  made  a  general  of 
horse ;  died,  a  new  writ  orde^,  March 
19, 1789.- -Humphry  Sibthorpe. 

Great  Grimsby.    Evelyn  Anderson ;  bro- 
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tber  to  the  member  for  Lincolnihire ; 
cornet  of  dragoons ;  made  a  lieutenant 
in  the  foot  guarda.— Joseph  Melliah. 

Stamford.  Henrjr.  Cecil ;  nephew  and 
heir  to  the  earl  of  Exeter.-- Sir  George 
Howard. 

Grantham,  Lord  George  Satton.»$ir 
Brownlow  Cost ;  created  baron  Brown- 
low  of  Helton  in  the  county  of  Lincoln ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  May  14,  1776.— 
Peregrine  Gust ;  uncle  to  lord  Brown - 
low ;  a  merchant  in  London. 

Middlesex.  John  Wilkes.— John  Glynn ;  an 
alderman  of  London,  lord  mayor  in 
1775.  Died,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
for  a  new  writ,  October  10,  1779.— 
Thomas  Wood. 

We$imimter,  Lord  Thomas  P.  Clinton » 
second  son  of  the  dnke  of  Newcastle » 
has  a  company  in  the  foot  guards.— 
Hugh  earl  Percy ;  on  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  succeeded  to  the  ancient 
baron V  of  Percy,  and  was  called  np  to 
the  House  of  Limis ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, December  1776.— Charles  ris- 
count  Petersham ;  eldest  son  of  the  earl 
'pf  Harrington ;  a  captain  in  the  army ; 
made  captain  of  a  company  in  the  foot 
guards ;  succeeded  his  father  as  earl  of 
Harrington ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  April 
1779.- -George  viscount  Maiden ;  eldest 
aon  of  the  earl  of  Essex. 

London,     Richard    Oliver. Frederick 

Bull ;  lord  mayor  in  1774.— John  Saw- 
bridge  ;  lord  mavor  of  London  in  1776. 
—George    Hay  fey  ;    an  alderman  of 
'I^ndon. 

MoNMOVTHSHiRB.  John<  Morgan.— J  obn  Han- 
bury. 

Monmouth^    Sir  John  Stepoey. 

Norfolk.  Thomas  de  Grey ;  surveyor  of  the 
woods  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  April  13, 1776.— 
Thomas  W.Coke. -Sir  Edward  Aatley, 

Norwich.  Sir  Harbord  Harbord.— Ed- 
ward Bacon. 

lAffin  Regu,  Crisp  Molineux.— Thomas 
Walpole. 

Yarmouth,  Richard  Walpole.— Charles 
Townshend  ;  made  one  of  the  vice* 
treasurers  bf  Ireland ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, June  5,  1777,  he  was  re-elected. 

Thetford,  Charles  Fitzroy;  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Grafton ;  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons ;  a  major-general  and 
vice-chamberlain  to  the  queen.  On  the 
dissolution  of  this  parliament  be  was 
created  lord  Southampton.— Cliartes  F. 
Scudamore ;  deputy  ranger  of  Whittle- 
bury  forest,  and  cursitur  in  the  court  of 
chancery  in  Ireland. 

Coiik-Riting,    Alex.  Wedderburn;  soli- 


dtor-general  to  his  majesty ;  made  his 
election  for  Oakhamptoo,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  December  33, 1774.— Charles 
Finch ;  second  son  of  the  earl  of  Ay  lei- 
ford  ;  made  steward  of  the  three  Chil- 
tern  Hundreds,  in  the  county  of  Bocin; 
a  new  writ  ordered.  May  15, 1777,  he 
was  chosen  for  Maidstone.— John  Chet 
Talbot ;  nephew  and  beir  to  eari  Talbot 
—Robert  Macreth.    . 

NoBTHAMFTONSHiRB.  Lucy  Knightley.— Tho- 
mas  Powys. 

Peterborough,  Matthew  Wyldbore.— 
Richard  Benyon. 

Northampton,  Wilbr.  Tollemache.— Sir 
George  Robinson. 

Brackley.  William  Egerton.— Timotbj 
Caswell. 

Higham- Ferrers.  .  Frederick  Montagu. 

NoBTHUMBERLAND.  Lord  Algernon  Perej; 
second  son  of  the  duke  of  Nortbumber* 
land.— Sir  William  Middleton. 

Neufcattle  upon  Tyne,  Sir  Walter  Blac- 
ket;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  FebrO' 
ary  15,  1777.— Sir  John  Trevelyao.- 
Sir  Matthew  W.  Ridley ;  son  of  the 
late  member. 

Morpeth.  Francis  Eyre ;  not  duly  elect- 
ed, January  37, 1775.— William  Byroo; 
only  son  of  lord  Byron ;  found  to  be 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned ;  but  Mr.  £^re  lefl  at  libertj 
to  petition  against  him,  if  be  thoogbl 
proper;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issiid 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  fm 
a  new  writ,  July  14,  1776.-Gilbert 
Elliot ;  eldest  son  of  the  riglit  boo.  lii 
Gilbert  Elliot,  bart.  to  whose  title  b< 
succeeded,  January  14,  1777  ; .  madi 
steward  of  the  three  Cbiltern  Hundred 
in  the  county  of  Bdcks ;  a  new  wri 
ordered,  Pebniary  1777,  he  was  cbosei 
for  Roxburghshire.— John  Wm.  £ger 
ton ;  eldest  son  of  the  bishop  of  Dur 
bam ;  a  captain  of  dragoons.— Pete 
Delm^. 

Bermck  upon  Tweed.  John  YaoghaB 
brother  to  the  eari  of  Lisburoe ;  a  lieu 
tenant-colonel  in  the  army ;  made  co 
lonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  and  a  ma 
jor-general ;  made  governor  of  Foi 
William,  and  in  1730  made  governor  4 
Berwick  upon  Tweed.— Jacob  Wilkk 
son ;  a  merchant  in  London. 

NomNOBAMSHmB.  Thomas  Willongliby 
succeeded  his  brother  as  lord  Middk 
ton ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Decembi 
1774.— Lord  £.  C.  C.  Bentinck ;  ooi 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Portland.— Hei 
*  ry,  earl  of  Lincoln  ; '  eldest  son  of  tl 
duke  of  Newcastle ;  died,  a  new  «'i 
ordered,  November  26,  1778.-Cbarb 
Medows. 
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Ihltingkam.  .  William  Howe ;  made 
eoiBiiMnder  io  chief  of  hie  majesty's 
hod  fbrcee  in  North  America ;  a  ^e- 
■erd  ID  that  cotmtry,  and  one  of  bis 
■ajcrty's  oemmiaMonerB  fer  making 
peace  with  the  rebellioot  odlooies ; 
made  a  K.  £.*-Sir  Charles  8edley; 
died,  and  th«  Speaker  i«stied  his  war- 
rut  to  the  derk  of  the  crown  for  a  new 
vrit,  September  10, 1778.- Abel  Smith ; 
a  banker  in  Nottinijfham ;  in  this  par- 
liament Before  for  Aldborough  in  York- 
ibire ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1779.-Robert  Smith ;  a  banker  in 
Nottingham. 

Eatt  Reiford.  Lord  Thomas  P.  Clinton ; 
second  soo  of  the  doke  of  Newcastle ;  a 
captain  of  dragoons ;  made  his  election 
for  Westminster ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Jaouary  97,  1770.— William  Hanger; 
next  brother  to  lord  Coleraine  of  the 
kiogdom  of  Ireland ;  made  steward  of 
the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the 
coQDty  of  Backs ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
17T8,  he  was  chosen  for  Aldbo- 
rodgb  in  Ybrkfthire.-— Lord  John  P. 
Clibton ;  third  son  of  the  duke  of  New* 
eutlfc.-Sir  Cecil  Wray. 

yewark.  George  Sutton ;  eldesi  son  of 
ford  Qeorge  Satton.--H^riry  Cliliton ; 
consin  to  the  dnke  of  Newcastle ;  co- 
kmel  of  a  regittient  of  foot ;  a  major- 
geoeril,  and  groom  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  doke  of  Gloucester ;  msde  goveimor 
of  Lhnerick  in  Ireland ;  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  dragoons,  and  a  K.  B. ; 
appoioted  commdnder  in  chief  of  his 
majesty's  land  forces  In  North  America, 
tod  one  of  bis  majesty's  commissioners 
fortreating  of  peace  with  the  rebellious 
Gotonies. 
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OstolMEnx,  Philip  lord  discount  Wenmau. 
-Lord  Charles  Spencer;  Tcrdurer  of 
Whi^lilrood  ,  forest,  )n  the  county  of 
Oifbrd  ;  and  a  commissioner  of  the 
adiniralty. 

OxfotdUnivcrnty.  Sir  Roger  N^wdigafe. 
-'PHmds  Page. 

Oxfoti,  Pkmrntie  fi^tie  ;  brottier  to 
tbe  tert  of  AUingdon ;  a  cA^tain  in  the 
Datf^.-.Loid  RoEeft  llpencer. 

Woidttock,  John  iSkynner;  made  lord 
chief  btton  of  the  court  of  Exchequer; 
a  i|ew  writ  ordered,  Ncrrembei'  27, 1777. 
-oOeoree  rispount  Parker,  e|dHt  son  of 
ibe  can  of  Macclesfield ;  made  a  lord 
of  the  bedchamber  Io  the  prijice  of 
Wales.— William  Eden;   under  secre- 

his 
state, 
bosj^ital ; 
mMe  a  toikmiMbne^  Of  trifd^  Undjilan- 
Misdbl;  a  dew  writ  ofdited,  Miarch 
177^  be  wai  re-dtect^ ;  mad^  one  of 
Ike  oammhsiMwts  i»  trtnt,  eooitilt,  and 
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a^ee  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the 
disorders  subsisting  in  certain  of  his 
majesty's  colonies,  plantations,  and  pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  April  13, 
1779. 

Bdnbury.  Frederick  lord  North;  made 
lord  t^arden  of  the  Cinqne  Ports ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  June  6, 1778,  he  was 
re*elected. 

RtrfLANDStiiRB.    George  B.  Bradenell.— Tho- 
mas Noel. 


Salop.    Noel  Hill.— Charles  Baldwin. 

Shrewsbury,  Robert  kird  Cliib;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  November  95,  1774. 
-  -  -Thomas  Corbett.— Charlton  Leigh- 
ton  ;  not  duly  elected.— William  Pul- 
teney ;  duly  elected,  i|iid  ought  to  have 
.been  returned  ;  second  son  of  sir  James 
Johnstone,  hart, 

Bridgenortk*  Thomas  WhitHiors.--Geo. 
lord  Pigot ;  made  governor  of  Fort  St. 
George  or  Madras  in  the  East  liydies^' 
ii  tikvf  Writ  ordered,  1778.- -Hugh 

P'igQt ;  secotid  bi-other  of  lord  Pi^ot, 
vice-adihiral  of  (he  white. 

Ludlow.  ^  Edward  Clive ;  eldest  son  of 
lord  Clire.'- George  viscount  Villiers ; 
onljr  son  of  the  coantesi)  of  Grab'disqfi 
in  Ir^Iadfl.   ^ 

Great  Wenlqck.     George  Forester. --Sir 
Henry  Bridgroan. 

Bishop's  Cattle,  George  Clive. -William 
Clire ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  April 
1779.-- Henry  Stracbey  ;  made  secre- 
tary to  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
restoring  peace  to  his  majesty's  colonies 
in  North  Araierica;  made  storekeeper 
to  the  orduance ;  a  new  writ  ortjered, 
June  5,  1? 7 B." -Alexander  \t^der- 
burh ;  aitorne^-generat  to  hisi  majes- 
ty :  in  this  parfTament  before  for 
Oakbilmpton  ;  ibade  ford  chief  jus- 
ildi  of  the  ^ourt  df  CoMmon  Pleas, 
tfhd  the  Jay  fbl1of^in||^  created  baron 
Lougtfborougfi  6'('Ldughborougli  in  the 
tbiihif  ot  Leicester  l  k  new  writ  order- 
Cid,  Jufae  1,  178b.— Henry  Stracbey. 

SoMUsiBTSflnt&i     Bdwtrd  PhMips.— Richard 
Hipe*.  Coxe. 

Briitbl  H^MflryOnige^.-Bdfomid  Burke- 

Bitiki  Abel  Ac/y^y.— Jbliii  Stnith; 
dM,  a  Ddw  #rit  ordered,  Novenlber  15, 
1775.-Sif  John  S.  Sebright ;  ciyionelof 
a  r^gimetit  of  flA)t  atttd  a  lietAenant- 
generic. 

WelU,    Roberi  Ohild.-Clement  f udway. 

TaunUm,  Ed.  Stratford ;  tidcet  son  of 
lord  Baltinglass  in  Ireland  ;'  not  duly 
electeti. — Alexander  Pophank  ;  duly 
fleeted,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned.-—Nathuiel  Webb ;  not  dulv 
elected.— J^hn  Halliday;  duly  electeJf 
and  ought  to  hate  been  returned* 
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Brulgewater,  Anne  Poaleit.--B6DJaiiiiD 
Allen. 

Minehead,  Henry  F.  Lottrell ;  made 
steward  of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred 
in  the  county  of  Berks  ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  December  1774.-— Thomas 
Pownall.--Jobn  F.  Luttrell. 

Ilchetter^  Peregrine  Cust ;  not  dnly 
elected.-Natbaniel  Webb;  duly  elect- 
ed, and  ought  to  ha^e  been  returned.— 
William  Innes;  not  duly  elected."0. 
Salusbury  Brereton  ;  duly  elected,  and 
ought  to  haTe  been  returned ;  constable 
of  Flint  castle. 

Milbom  Port.  (D,  R.)  Edward  Walter ;  1. 
U.  Browne  ;  not  dnly  elected. --Temple 
Luttrell ;  third  son  of  lord  Irnham  of 
Ireland;  a  counsellor  at  law. --Charles 
Wolseley;  second  son  of  sir  William 
Wolseley,  hart. ;  a  captain  in  the  navv. 
These  two  last  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  hafe  been  returned. 

SocTHAHFTON.    Sir  Henry  P.  St.  Jobn.—Sir 
'  Simeon  Stuart ;  died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered,  November  29,    1779.— Jerfoise 
C.  Jervbise ;  in  this  parliament  before 
for  Yarmouth  in  this  county. 

Winchester.  Lovel  Stanhope;  uncle  to 
the  earl  of  Chesterfield.- Henry  Pen- 
ton  ;  made  a  commissioner  of  the  ad- 
miralty ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  December 
81, 1774,  be  was  re-elected. 

Southampton,      John   Fleming. Hans 

Stanley ;  made  cofferer  of  his  majesty's 
household  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  No- 
▼ember  1,  1776,  he  was  re-elected ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  January  24, 
1780.-John  Fuller. 

Portsmouth,  Peter  Taylor ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  No?ember  1777.— -Sir 
William  Gordon.— -Sir  E.  Hawke; 
created  baron  Hawke  of  Towtoo  in  the 
county  of  York  ;  a  new  writ  ordered. 
May  2S,  1776.— Maurice  Suckling ;  a 
captain  in  the  nary,  and  comptroller  of 
the  na?y  ;  died,  and  the  Speaker  issued 
bis  warrant  for  a  new  writ,  August  3) 
1778.— Robert  Monckton;  uncle  to 
viscount  Galway  of  Ireland  ;  go?ernor ' 
•  of  Portsmouth  ;  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  foot,  and  a  lieutenant-general. 

Yarmouth,.  (1.  W.)  Jenroise  Clarke ;  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  king's  pri?y 
chamber;  vacated  his  seat  by  his  ac- 
cepting of  the  agency  of  the  Sussex 

V  militia ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  December 
1779,  he  was  elected  for  the  county ; 
tookithe  name  of  Jervoise  in  .— Ko- 
bert  Kingsmill ;  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
— Edw.  Meux  Worsley ;  made  steward 
of  the  three  Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,         1781.- Jamea  Woraley. 

Petersfield.  WUliam  ,roIii0e...Sir  Abra- 
bam  Hume. 


Newport,  (I.  W.)  Hans  Sloane.— -Sir 
Kichard  Worsley  ;  made  a  clerk  comp- 
troller of  the  board  of  green  clath  ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  December  1777,  be 
was  re-elected ;  made  comptroller  of 
bis  majesty's  household,  and  goremor 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  a  new  writ  or- 
deredy  January  24,  1780,  be  was  re- 
elected. 

Stockbridge,  Simon  lord  Irnham  of  tbe 
kingdom  of  Ireland ;  created  Tisconnt 
Carliamptou  in  the  same  kingdom, 

1776.' -John  Luttrell;  second  son  of 
lord  Irnham ;  a  captain  in  the  navy ; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltern 
Hundreds  in  the  co<inty  of  Bucking- 
ham ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  1775. 
James  Luttrell ;  fourth  son  of  lord  Irn- 
ham ;  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy. 

Newton.  (I.  W.)  Sir  John  Barrin^on ; 
made  steward  of  the  three  Chiltern 
Hundreds  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  1775< 
Edward  Meux  Worsley. — Harcourt 
Powell ;  made  steward  of  the  manor  of 
East  Hendred  in  the  county  of  Berks  ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  1775.— Charles 
Ambler. 

Christ-ChurcK  James  Harris;  secretary 
and  comptroller  to  the  queen*— T.  Vil- 
Hers  Hyde ;  eldest  son  of  lord  Hyde ; 
from  the  14tb  of  June  1777»  he  was 
styled  lord  Hyde,  his  father  b^ng  then 
created  earl  of  Clarendon ;  made  stew- 
ard and  bailiff  of  the  three  Chiltern 
Hundreds  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
bam  ;  a  new  writ  issued,  June  1779. 
He  stood  candidate  for  Cambridge  Uni- 
Tersity,  but  not  making  bis'election,  he 
was  again  re-elected. 

Lymin^on,  Edward  Morant.— Sir  Harry 
Burrard  ;  made  steward  of  the  three 
Chiltern  Hundreds  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Ja- 
nuary 1779.— Henry  Goodricke. 

Whitchurch.  Geoii|e  fiscount  Middle- 
ton  ;  of  Ireland.— T.  Townshend. 

Andover.      Benjamin    Lethuiellier.— Sir 
John  Griffin  Griffin  ;   called  up  to  the 
'  House  of  Peers  to  the  barony  of  How- 

ard of  Walden ;  a  new  writ  ordered. 

Staffordshire.  Sir  John  Wrottealey.— Sir 
William  fiagot;  on  the  dissolution  of 
thia  parliament  be  was  created  baron 
Bagot  of  Bagot's  Bromley  in  (be  county 
of  Stafford. 

Litchfield,  Thomas  Gilbert.— George 
Anson. 

Stafford.  Hugo  Meyndl ;  master  of  the 
stag  hounds.— Richard  Wbitworth. 

Newcattle-under-Lin^.  Sir  George  Hay  ; 
died,  and  the  Speaker  issued  bis  warrant 
to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  fbrn  new  writ. 
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Se|rtembcr   1778. George    fiicount 

Trentham ;  eldest  son  of  e«rl  Ciower.-  - 
George  viseount  Chewton ;  eldest  soH 
of  earl  Waldegrave. 

TuBPortk.  Thomas  de  Grey ;  only  son 
of  lord  cbief  justice  de  Grey  ;  one  of 
Ibe  grooms  of  bin  majesty's  bedcham- 
ber ;  made  a  commissioner  of  trade  and 
plantations ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  June 
5,  1777,  be  was  re* elected.- -Edward 
Thariow ;  or  the  9d  of  June  1778»  bis 
majesty  was  pleased  to  create  him  baron 
Tborlow  of  Ashfield  in  the  county  of 
Sossez,  and  the  neit  day  he  was  ap- 
pointed lord  high  chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  5, 
1778.— Anthony  Cbamier;  deputy  se- 
cretary at  war ;  appointed  under  secre- 
tary to  lord  Tiscount  Weymouth,  one 
of  his  majeaty's  principal  secretaries  of 
state. 


A.  D.  1774. 


[29 


Svnou.    Rowland  Holt— Sir  C.  T.  Bunbury. 

Ipswkh.  Thomas  Staunton.— -William 
WollastoD. 

Dunwieh.  Miles  Barne ;  made  steward 
of  the  three  Chiltern  flundreds  in  the 
ooonty  of  Buckingham ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  1777.- -Barne  Barne.- - 

Gerrard  W.  Van  Neck  ;   succeeded  his 
father  aa  baronet  in  1777. 

Orford,  Francis  viscount  Beaucbamp ; 
jnade  cofferer  of  the  household  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  January  98, 1780,  he  was 
re-elected.-  -Robert  S.  Conway. 

Aldhorcugh,  Thomas  Fonnereau ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered.  May  32,  1779.-- 
Martin  Fonnereau.- -Richard  Combe. 

Sudbury.  Tliomas  Fonnereau ;  not  duly 
elected.— Sir  Patrick  Blake ;  duly  elect- 
ed, and  ought  to  have  been  returned.- - 
Philip  C.  Crespigney ;  not  duly  elected. 
—Sir  Wablen  flanmer ;  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

£ye.  John  St.  John  ;  brother  of  viscount 
Boltogbroke;  made  surveyor-general 
oftheerown  lands;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1776,  he  was  re-elected.- -Rich. 
B.  Phillipson ;  made  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  in  1781. 

St,  Edmund^ t  Bury,  A.  John  Hervey ; 
sooeeeded  his  brother  as  earl  of  Bristol ; 
anew  writ  ordered,  March  1775.--H. 
8.  Conway ;  brother  to  the  earl  of  Hert- 
ford ;  a  general  in  the  army  ;  colonel 
of  the  royal  regiment  of  horse  guards, 
and  governor  of  the  island  of  Jersey.— 
Sir  Charles  Da  vers ;  a  captain  in  the 
army  on  half- pay. 

Sottsr.  James  Scawen.— Sir  Francis  Vio- 
ceot;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered.  May 
1776.— Sir  Joseph  Mtfwbey. 

Smiihwark.  Henry  Thrale.- Nathaniel 
PoUiill. 


BUehingfy.  Frederick  Standart.— -Sir 
Robeit  Clayton. 

Ryegttte.     John  Yorke. Sir  Charles 

Cocks. 

Guilford.  George  Onslow.— Sir  F.  Nor- 
ton ;  again  chosen  Speaker. 

Cat  tan.  Sir  William  Mayne  ;  made 
^  his  election  for  Canterbury.— -Robert 
Mayne ;  brother  to  sir  William  Mayne ; 
a  banker  in  London.— Robert  Scott; 
made  his  election  for  Wotton  Basset.- • 
William  Adam. 

Haslemere.  Sir  Merrick  Barrell.—l1io« 
mas  M.  Molyneux ;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  writ,  Octobo: 
1776."  Peter  BurrcU. 


Sussex.  Sir  Thomas  S.  Wilson ;  has  a  com- 
pany in  the  foot  guards,  and  aid-du- 
camp  to  the  king ;  made  colonel  of 
a  regiment  of  foot.- -Lord  George  H. 
Lenox;  made  a  lieutenant-general  in 
August  1777. 

Chichester,  William  Keppel ;  made  a 
lieutenant-general  iti  May  1778,  and 
co|one]  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons  in 
1775.— Thomas  Conolly. 

HortAoin.  James  Wallace;  made  soli- 
citor-general to  his  majesty  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Jane  5, 1778,  he  was  re- 
elected ;  made  solicitor-general  to  hia 
majesty ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  June 
1780,  he  was  re-elected.— Jeremiab 
Dyson ;  cofferer  of  the  household  ; 
died,  and  the  Speiker  issued  his  war- 
rant to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  •  new 
writ,  September  1776.— Charlea  earl  of 
Drogbeda  ;  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; 
a  major-general,  and  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoona ;   master-general  of 

t  the  ordnance;  constable  of  Marybo- 
rough castle  in  Ireland. 

Midhunt.  Herbert  Mackworth ;  made 
his  election  for  Cardiff;  a  new  Writ  or- 
dered, December  30, 1774.— Henry  S. 
Conway ;  second  sou  of  the  earl  of 
Hertford ;  derk'of  the  hanaper  in  Ire- 
land, and  constable  of  Dublin  castle.- - 
Clement  Tudway;  made  bis  election 
for  Wells;  a  new  writ  ordered,  De- 
cember SO,  1774.— John  Ord;  made 
attoroey-geperal  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  December 
1777,  be  was  re-elected  ;  made  a  master 
in  cbsncery  in  March  1778.  On  the 
death  of  sir  Charles  Whitworth,  be  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  committees 
of  ways  and  means. 

Lewes.  Sir  Thomas  Miller.— -Thomas 
Hay. 

Shoreham,  Charlea  Goring.— -Sir  John 
Shelley ;  treasurer  of  the  household  ; 
keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  and 
clerk  of  the  pipe  io  the  Exchequer. 
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Bramber.   Tbpin^s  TtlorotOQ.-  -Sir  Henr/ 

Gough. 
Stoning.    Tbooifs  £.  FreemtD.— Filtner 

Honywood. 

Eatt  GrituUd.  Lord  George  S.  Ger- 
maiae.— Jobn  Irwio  ;  in  1775,  made 
Gommaoder  in  chief  of  the  land  forces 
in  Ireland ;  gorernor  of  &ilmainhaiii 
boapital,  and  sworn  of  (he  privy  counsel 
there ;  Jn  177(1  made  %  knight  of  the 
bath. 

Arundei.  Thomas  Bmnd.— George  L. 
Newnham ;  one  of  bis  majesty's  eoan- 
sellors  at  law. 

Warwickshire.  Sir  Charles  Holte.-Thomas 
G.  Skipwith. 

Coventry,    Walter  Waring  ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  D.ecember  l779.»J.ohn  B. 
^      Holroyd  ;   lieutenant-cokinel-CQmmau- 
dant  of  a  regiment  of  light  horse.— Ed- 
ward Roe  Yeo. 

-  Warwick.  Charles  F.  Gnefille;  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty.— 
Robert  F*  GreriUe ;  secpfid  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Warwick;  a  Ueuteoant  in 
the  fool  guards. 

Wbstuoreland.  Sir  James  Lowther ;  made 
his  electKMi  for  Cumberland  ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  December  1774.- -James 
Lowther.— Sir  Miflhael  Le  Fleming. 

Appleby,  George  Johnstone  ;  a  captain 
in  the  na?y.- -Philip  Bony  wood. 

WuTSHiRE.  Charles  Penruddock.-Ambrose 
Goddard. 

ISew  Sarum.  J.  Pleydell,  viscount  Folk- 
stone  ;  socceeded  as  earl  of  Radnor,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Febroary  1776.— W. 
Q.  Booferie ;  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Radnor.— William  Hussey. 

Wilton,  Henry  Herbert;  oq  the  dtsso^ 
lution  of  this  parliament  he  was  created 
baron  Portch ester  of  Higfacleire  io  the 
6oaoty  of  Southampton,  and  since  that 
earl  of  Carnarfon.— Nicholas  Herbert ; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  February 
1775.»-Charles  Herbert ;  brother  of 
Henrv  Herbert,  a  captain  in  the  navy  ; 
this  he  resigned  in  1776 ;  made  one 
of  the  grooms  of  his  majesty's  bed- 
chamber \  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  5, 
1777,  he  was  re-elected. 

Downton,  Thomas  Duncomb^ ;  not  ^uly 
elected.— Sir  Philip  Hales.;  gr^om  of 
bis  naajesty's  bedchamber;  duly  elect- 
ed, and  ought  to  have  been  returnet)^— 
Thomas  Dummer ;  not  (duly  elected.— 
John  Cooper ;  duly  elected,  and  ojoght 
to  have  been  returned ;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of -the  crown  to  make  oat  •  new  writ, 
August  S5, 1779.— Thomas  Duncombe; 
died,  a  new  writ  orderedf  Norember 
1779.-Bartb.  Bottverit ;  brother  to  the 


eari  of  Radnor,  not  dyly  deeted.— Ro- 
bert Shaftoe;  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned. 

Hindon.  Richard  Smith  ;  not  duly  elect- 
ed, 1774,  and  the  House  ordered 
th^t  no  new  writ  should  be  issued ;  m 
writ  ordered.  May  9,  1776.-Ricbani 
Smith ;  not  duly  elected,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  February  1777.— Ascb.  Mac- 
donaM ;  king's  counsel  at  |av.«-Thf>- 
mas  Brand  {lollis ;  uol  duly  elected, 
1774,  aud  the  Hou^  ordered 
that  no  new  writ  should  he  issued ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  may  9, 1776.— Henry 
Dawkins. 

Heytesbury.  William  Gprdoo ;  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Aberdeen ;  a  lieuteoaot- 
cofonel  ill  the  army  ;"made  colonel  of « 
regiment  of  foot;  made  a  g^rooni  of  tlie 
bedchamber  to  his  majesty  ;'  a  new  writ 
ordered,  March  1775,  he  was  re-elected. 
- W.  A'Cqurt  A«be. 

Westbuty,  Thomas  f.  Weoiqan;  bro- 
ther of  viscount  Wenmap.— Nathaniel 
Bayley ;  made  stev^ard  or  bailiff  of  the 
three  Chiltern  Hundreds  io  the  county 
of  Buckingham  ;  a  n^w  writ  ordered, 
1779.--$amuel  Estwick ;  ageot 
for  the  island  of  Barha$h>es. 

Calne.    John  Piiualog.— Isaa^  ^arrd. 

Devixu.    Jaiues  SuUon. -Charles  Gartb. 

Chwpenham,  Si  r  Edward  Bay  n .  Rolt.  -  - 
Saonel  Marsh. 

Malmetbury.  Charles  Jas.  Fox ;  brother 
to  lord  Holland ;  made  clerk  of  the  pells 
in  Ireland;  a  new  writ  ordered.  No* 
▼ember  17,  1774,  he  was  re-elected  ; 
made  steward  of  4ie  three  Cbiltero 
Hundreds  io  the  county  of  Bucking- 
h^m ;  a  uev  writ  orde<:ed,  1774,  he  was 
re 'elected  ;  rtceiver-general  of  South 
W^lea*  sud  canU^in  of  Wala^er  castle  ia 
the  county  pi'  j^eut— William  SUahao  ^ 
printer  to  his  miye^ty* 

CricklMdc.    ArnoUi  ^|e9Jhiitt ;  died,  a  new 

writ  ordered,    April    1770. Joha 

M'Pherson.— Wuliaoc^  Earle;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  December  ^,  1774.—  - 
John  Qew^r.  Sam.  Peaph  ;  \jafi  com* 
i)(\ittee  found  it  a  void  election  ;  a  new 
^rit  ordered,  Ifebruary  SI,  177.5.- -Sa^* 
muel  Peach  ;    ^  director  of  the  East 

Judia^  Coi;^pajDV  :    npt  duly  elated.— 
(din  Qewar ;  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  haye  neeia  returned. 

Creai  Bedwii^.  Jaqneaearl  of!  CQUifowB ; 
of  Irelaud  %  tUfula  steward  qf  the  three 
Chiltern  Hundreds^  m  tl&e  ciiyK^ty  of 
Buckingham  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  De- 
cember 4, 1774.— Jamea  ?isconnt  Crau- 
boum ;  only  aon  of  the  earl  of  Salis- 
bury, lont  tteuteoant  and  custos  rotulo- 
rum  of  Hertfordshire.— Paul  Hsthu^. 

LuggerihQlL  Peny stone,  kurd  Nelbounie  ; 


fi}  JLut  qfti€  Hous4  of  Commom' 

ciBfted  Tkcmwt  Meihoome  io  IvefMid, 
Dmmber  SS,  1780 ;  mule  one  of  the 
genUeioeD  of  Ibe  bedcbainbCT  to  the 
priDceof  Wa^es,  Np^ember  30,  1783.— 
Lord  Georg;e  (jiordoD  ;  second  brother 
to  tbe  tittke  of  Gordoo. 

OU  Sarvm.  Thomfts  Pitt.— Pinokney 
WilkiDSOB. 

Wotion  Ba$$ei,  Rotbcrt  Sco^.— Beqry 
St.  John  ;  made  a  groom  of  bia  ma- 
jesty's baichamber ;  a  new  writ  order- 
ed. May  6»  1771,  he  was  re-electe«l. 

Marlborough.  Sir  James  T.  Long.—* 
James  I&ndesell ;  oo  tlie  fiissoltttion  of 
this  iiarliament,  be  was. created  baron 
Brodenell  of  Dean  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  since  earl  of  Cardigan  by 
succession. 

WoiGESTSBSHiRE.  Edwsrd  Foley.— W-.  Dow- 
deswell ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Fe- 
bruary 1774.— William  Lygou. 

Worcester,  John  Walsh  — Thonias  Bates 
Rons. 

DroUmieh.  Andrew  Folev.—  -Tbaroas 
Foley,  juo. ;  succeeded  bis  father  as 
lord  Foley;  a  new  writ  ordered,  No- 
fember  1777.— Edward  Winnington; 
eldest  son  of  sir  Edward  Winnington, 
bsrt.  and  brother-iu-law  to  lord  Foley. 

Eretham.  Henry  Seymoar.— Jolin  Rosh- 
out. 

BnrdUy.  William  Henry  Lyttelton  ; 
uncle  to  lord  Lyttelton ;  created  lord 
Westcote  in  Irefond,  July  3,  1776  ; 
made^  one  of  tbe  comniissionersofthe 
tressury  ;  a  new  ^wjrit  Ofderei),  June  5, 
1777,  he  was  re-elected. 

YousBntE.  Edwin  Lascetles.— -Sir  George 
Sa?ile. 

York,  Lord  John  Cafendisb.— Charles 
Turner. 

Kni^ston-Mpoii'  Hult,  Lor<)  Robf^rt  Man- 
ners ;|  died,  a  new  writ  ordter^d,  May 
31, 178S.-l>a?id  Hartley. 

Kmreftffp^a^h.  R.  B.  Walsln|^bam.— 
Sr  Al^iipuy:  IT.  Abdy  ;  died,  a  new  Writ 
ordered^  Aprif  1775.— Lord  Qeorge  H. 
CaTemliali ;  second  brotlier  to  the  doke 
ofDevonahire. 

icQrhoroi(gh'  8ir  Hugh  Palliaer ;  «>rop- 
troller  of  the  nayy  ;  s^  c^tiMQ  >»  the 
navy,  and  goyernpr  of  8cf^rboipagh 
castle ;  made  a  rear-admiral  in  October 
V79,aadavict-adouraLin.l?9ft;  made 
a  conmiaooner  of  the  admindky  ;  ^ 
new  writ  ordered,  Afiril  3, 1795,  be  was 
ne-ekded;  in  1775  made  (ieotenaotp 
iaaeial  of  names ;  made  steveard  of 
'  'the  tfalfee  Ghiibii  Hundreds  in  the 
county  of  Backiogliam  ;  a  new  writ 
ocdered,  February  19,  177d.-Cbarle8 
Phipps;  blather  to  locd  MulgiaTe;  a 
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eiltlain  in  tke  MTy.-fieoige  wl  of 
TyicoBnei 

Bippon.  William  Aislabie.- -Charles  AU 
fanson ;  died,  and  the  (Speaker  issued 
his  warm^l  to  ilie  -clerk  of  the  orown 
fitf  a  new  writ,  OdoheK  9, 1775.— Wil- 
liam LawBsnoe. 

Richmond,  VRHiam  Norton.— Thomas 
Dttndas ;  made  his  election  for  the 
county  of  Sttrliug  {u  new  writ  order- 
ed, l>eoember  90, 1774.- Charles  Dun- 

.  da3 ;  nephew  to  sic  Laocenea  Duodasy 
ban.  a  counsellor  at  law. 

Heydon.  Sir  Charles  Saunders  ;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  December  7, 1775,— 
Lewis  T.  Watson ;  eMest  son  of  lord 
Sondes.— Beilby  Thompson. 

Borough-Bridge.  .  Charles  Mellbh  ;  made 
bis  election  for  Pontefract ;  a  new  writ 
issued,  March  6, 1775.- William  Phil- 
lips ;  a  captain  in  t^  royal  regiment  of 
artillery  ;  a  colonel  in  the  army,  and 
lieutenanf-govemer  o#'  Windsor  castle.— 
Anthony  Eyre. 

Malton.  Edmund  Burke ;  made  his 
election  for  Bristol ;  a  new  writ  order- 
ed, November  SO,  1774.-Wiliiam  Wed- 
dell.— S^fiile  Fin^l). 

TUnke.  Sir  Thpnu^  Frapklaod ;  admi- 
ral of  tW)  l|^Q.-Thomaa  Fraakland ; 
son  of  sir  Thomas  Frankland. 

Jkldborough.  Chai'les  Wilkinson  ;  made 
steward  of  the  three  Chiitem  Hundreds 
in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  a  hew 
writ  ordered,  1777.— William 

Bak^r.-^-Abel  SmiUi ;  'made  steward 
of  the  three  Cbijiern  Hundreds  in  tbe 
county  of  Buckingham  ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  1776.— William  Hanger; 

brother  to  lord  Coleraine  of  Ireland  ;  in 
this  parliament  before  for  East  Retford. 

Baoerltjf.  Sir  J^mes  Pennyman.-Geo. 
Foral^rTufnell.  ' 

JiorthaHf^Aqn.  Henry  Piecus.— JDaniel 
Lascelles. 

Pontefract.  Sir  John  Gopdripk^.— Chas. 
Meilish. 

OlNOUfl  PORTS. 

Hastingi,  Henry  Tisconnt  Palmerston  ; 
a  oommiMioaftr  of  the  adimralty.— C. 
Jea^iiuoni  one  oftde  vice-treasurers  of 
Irelana ;  made  clerk  of  the  pells  in  Ire- 
land ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  October  27, 
1776>  ke  HH  r/Khct^- 

Dover.^  J^^  H^nikeT'"4al|ft  'Freva- 
nion.    • 

Safu^ii^h.  Philip  Stephens,— William 
Jllay ;  made  a  coipmissioner  of  th6  cus- 
toms ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  1776. 
—Charles  Brett ;  before  in  this  pariia- 
n^ept  for  L^s^wiihi^. 

Ifyih€.  WiUiam  Evelyn ;  captai»  of  Wal- 
mer  casUe.<'»Sir  Charl^  Fanud^* 
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Nem  Bmmuy.  Sir  Edward  DeeriD^.- 
Ricbard  Jackson  ;  made  a  coromis- 
mooer  of  the  treasury ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, Joly  8, 178S,  he  was  re-dected. 

Rye.  Middletoti  Onslow ;  made  steward 
of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred  io  the 
county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  ordered; 
1775... Thomas  Onslow  ;  eldest 
son  of  lord  Onslow  and  Cranley.— Rose 
Fuller ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  May 
8, 1777.— William  Dickenson. 

'  Wincheliea.  Arnold  Nesbitt ;  made  bis 
election  for  Cricklade ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, February  SI,  1775.-- -William 
Nedhaiki.— Charles  W.  Cornwall ;  a 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and  on 
the  dissolution  of  this  parliament  made 
chief  justice  in  Eyre,  north  of  Trent. 

Seaford.  W*  flail,  Tisconnt  Gage. — Geo- 
Medley. 

WALES. 

Amglbsbt.  Thomas  James,  Yiacount  Bnlke- 
ley ;  of  Irebnd ;  made  lord  lieutenant 
and  cualos  rotnlomm  of  the  county  of 
CarnarTOo. 

Beaumarit,    Sir  Hugh  Williams. 

Brbconshire.    Chnries  Morgan. 

Brecon.  Charles  Van ;  died*  a  new  writ 
ordered,  April  9, 1778.— Charles  Gould ; 
judge  adTocate -general  to  the  laod- 
foroes ;  he  was  knighted  in  1778 ; 
made  chamberlain  of  the  town  and  bo- 
rough of  Brecon,  and  counties  of  Bre- 
con, Radnor,  and  Glamorgan. 

Cardiganshire.  Wilmot,  Tisconnt  Lisbume ; 
created  earl  of  Lisbume,  July  10, 1776. 

Cardigan,  Sir  Robert  Smith  ;  not  duly 
elected.— Thomas  Jojines,  jun.;  duly 
elecied,  and  ought  to  hafe  been  re- 
turned ;  made  steward  of  the  manor  of 
East  Hendred  in  the  county  of  Berks ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  June  1780,  he  was 
elected  for  the  county  of  Radnor.— John 
Campbell. 

Carmarthenshire.  George  Rice;  died,  and 
the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  for  a 
new  writ  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  Au- 
gust 80, 1779.— John  Vaughan. 

Carmarthen.    John  Adams, 

Carnarvonshire.    Thomas  Ashetoq  Smith. 
Carnarvon,    Glynn  Wynn. 

Dbmbiohshirs.  _Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 
Denbigh,    Richard  Myddeltott. 

FLonsHiRB.    Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 

FUnt.  Sir  John  Glynne;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  June  5,  1777.— -Watkin 
Williams. 

Glakorgamshire.  George  Yenables  Vernon ; 
succeeded  his  latber  as  lord  Vemoo, 
August  81, 1780. 


Cardiff,  Heibert  Mack  worth ;  created  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain,  August  34, 
1776. 

Merionethshire.    Et an  Lloyd  Vaughan. 

Montgomeryshire.    William  Mostyn  Owen. 

Montgomery.  Whitshed  Keene ;  bro- 
ther-in-law to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth, 
and  secretary  to  the  lord  chamberlain  of 
the  hoasebold. 

Pembrokeshire.  Hugh  Owen  ;  made  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county. 

Pembroke.    Hugh  Owen. 

Havetford  Weet,  William  lord  Kensing- 
ton. 

Radnorshire.  Chase  Price;  died,  and  the 
Speaker  issued  his  warrant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  a  new  %vrit,  July  1777. 
—Thomas  Johnes,  sen. ;  custos  rotulo- 
rum  of  the  county  of  Glamorgan ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Jnne  1780.- -Tho- 
mas Jobnes ;  son  of  the  late  member  ; 
made  auditor  or  recei?er-general  of  the 
customs  of  Wales;  a  new  writ  ordered. 
May  S5, 1781,  be  was  re-elected. 

Radnor.  John  Lewis ;  not  duty  elected. 
—Edward  Lewis ;  duly  elected,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 

SCOTLAND. 

Shires  of 

Aberdeen.    Alexander  Garden. 

Ayr.    Sir  Adam  Ferguson. 

Argyle.  Adam  Livingstone ;  second  son 
of  sir  James  Livingstone. 

Banffi    James,  earl  Fife. 

Berwick.  James  Pringle.— Sir  John  Pe- 
terson ;  son-in-law  to  the  earl  of  March- 
moot. 

Bute  and  Caithness.  James  Siuart ;  se- 
cond son  of  the  earl  of  Bute ;  major- 
commandant  of  a  regiment  of  foot. 

.  Clackmannan  and  Kinross.  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie  ;  lieutenant- colonel  of  dra- 
goons. 

Cromartie  and  Nairn,  Cosmo  Gordon ; 
made  a  baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer 
io  Scotland ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  March 
1777.-Jobn  Campbell. 

Dwnfries.  Robert  Laurie ;  eldest  son  of 
sir  Robert  Laurie,  bart. ;  a  major-ge- 
neral ;  succeeded  his  father  as  baronet. 

Dunbarton.    Sir  Archibald  Edmonstone. 

Edinburgh.  Henry  Dondas;  Mltcitor- 
general  for  Scotland  ;  made  lord  advo- 
cate for  Scotland  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
May  1775,  he  was  re-elected ;  made 
joint  keeper  of  the  signet  for  Scotland  ; 
a  new  wnt  ordered,  March  1777,  he  was 
reelected ;  made  keeper  of  the  siscnet 
for  Scotland  ;  a  new  writ  orderedi  June 
9, 1779»  he  was  re>«leGted« 
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Etgim.  Arthur  Doff ;  foortb  brother  to 
Ctrl  Fife ;  made  comptroller  of  the  ex- 
cise io  Scotland  ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Aprils,  1779.-Lord  William  Gordon; 
oezt  brother  to  the  doke  of  Gordon ; 
deputy  ranger  of  St.  James's  and  Hyde 
parks. 

Jj/e.  John  Scott ;  made  a  major-ge- 
neral ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  De- 
cember 1775.— James  Tbwnshend  Os- 
wald ;  secretary  to  the  Leeward  islands; 
made  aoditor  of  the  £zcbeqoer  hi  Scot- 
land ;  a  n«w  writ  ordered,  June  8, 
1779.— Robert  Skene ;  a  major-general ; 
bsgga^e-inaster,  and  inspector  of  the 
nnds  m  Scotland ;  this  last  office  was 
created  since  the  year  1704,  and  on 
that  account  the  committee  who  tried 
the  petition  against  this  election  found 
that  Robert  Skene,  esq.  was  not  eligible 
to  be  elected,  and  that  John  Henderson, 
esq.  tbe  petitioner,  was  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  ha^e  been  returned,  Fe- 
bruary 7,  1780.— John  Bendersoa;  el- 
dest son  of  sir  Robert  Henderson,  hart. 


Forfar,    WillUm  earl  Panmore. 

Haddington,  Sir  George  Suttie ;  made 
steward  of  the  nuinor  of  East  Hendred 
in  tbe  coanty  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, May  9, 1777.-William  Nesbitt 

hvernea.  Simon  Fraser;  alientcnant- 
geoeral  in  177S,  and  in  1775  colonel  of 
aregiment  of  foot. 

lincardiae.  Lord  Adam  Gordon ;  uncle 
'to  the  doke  of  Gordon ;  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  foot,  and  a  major-general ; 
made  a  lieutenant-general  in  1777 ; 
made  governor  of  Tin  mouth  castle  in 
1778. 

Ktrketulhrigkt.    WiltiaDO  Stewart. 

LoMrk,  Andrew  Stuart ;  made  joint 
keeper  of  the  signet ;  a  new  writ  order- 
ed, March  1777,  he  was  re-elacted ; 
made  a  commissioner  of  trade  and  plan- 
tations; a  new  writ  ordered,  June  8, 
1779,  be  was  re-elected. 

linklhgow.  Sir  William  Augustus  Con- 
aingham. 

Orfta^.  ThomtiDundas,jun. ;  made  a 
ficQtenant-colonel  in  the  army, 

fMes,  James  Montgomery ;  madetord 
chief  baron  of  the  court  of  Bzchequer 
io  Scotland  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  May 
SS,  1775.— Adam  Hay  ;  died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  November  1775.- Sir  Ro- 
bert Murriy  Keith  ;  his  mc^jesty's  am- 
bassador extraordinary  and  plenipoten- 
tiary at  Vienna,  and  a  eoltfnel  In  the 
army ;  made  a  major-general  in  1777. 

Fertk.  James  Morray ;  made  governor 
of  Fort  William  in  Scotland. 

Ke^ew,  John  Craufurd;  chamberlain 
sfthecoDDtyofFlfe. 
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Ron.    James  Stoart  Mackensif. 

RMhurgh.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot ;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  February  1777. -Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot ;  eldest  son  of  the  de- 
ceased member;  in  this  parUaibent  be- 
fore for  Morpetii. 

Selkirk.    John  Priogle. 

Stirling,    Thomas  Dnndas. 

Sutherland.    James  Wemyss. 

Wigton,  Keith  Stewart;  brother  to  tha 
earl  of  Galloway;  a  captam  in  the 
navy. 

Edinburgh  City,    Sir  Lawrenbe  Dnndas. 


Burghs  op 

Kirkwall^  SfC.  James  Grant ;  made  co- 
lonel of  a  regiment  of  foot  in  December 
1775,  and  a  miyor-ganeral  in  Aognst 
1777.  , 

Invemen^  Sfc,  Hector  Munro ;  made  a 
colonel  in  the  army  io  August  1777 ; 
made  a  knight  of  tbe  bath  in  1780. 

Blgin^  4'c.  Staats  Long  Mtfrris  ;  a  co- 
lonel in  the  army ;  made  a  major-ge- 
iieral  in  August  1777;  made  colonerof 
a  regiment  of  foot  in  August  1778. 

Aberdeen^  Sfx.  Thomas  Lyon ;  maide 
steward  of  the  manor  of  East  Hendred 
in  the  county  of  Berks ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, 1778.— Adam  Dmmmond ; 
a  banker  in  London ;  in  this  parliament 
before  for  St.  Ives. 

Forfar,  Sfc.    George  Dempster. 

Crail^  ^e,  Philip  Anstnither  ;  eldest  son 
of  sir  John  Anstrutlier,  hart.  ;  a  lieu- 
tenant of  dragoons;  made  steward  of 
the  three  Ch litem  Himdreds ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  November  20,  1777.— 
George  Damer ;  eldest  son  of  k»rd  Mil- 
ton. 

Kirkaldjf,  ^c    John  Johnstone. 

Inverkeithing,  ^t,  Archibald  Campbell ; 
a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army. 

GUugow,  4'C.    Lord  Frederick  Campbell. 

Stlkirkj  SfC.    Sir  James  Cockbume. 

Haddington,  S^e,  John  Maitland ;  made 
lieuteaiint-coionel  of  a  regiment  of  foot ; 
died,  at  Savannah  in  North  America ;  a 
new  writ  ordered,  November  1779.— 
-  Francis  Cbarteris ;  only  son  of  the  ho- 
nourable Francis  Cbarteris,  and  grand- 
son of  the  late  earl  of  Wemyss, 

Dumfriei,  ifc,    William  Douglas. 

Wigton,  Sfc.  William  Nortoq ;  eldest  son 
of  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knt.  the  Speakar 
in  last  parliament ;  minister  to  the  Swiss 
Cantons ;  not  duly  elected.— Henry 
Watkin  Dasbwood ;  eldest  son  of  aur 
James  Dashwood,  bart. ;  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

Ayjr,  4'C.  Sir  George  Macartney  ;  son- 
ia-law  to  the  carl  of  Bote ;  made  go- 
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▼erdvr  mttil  Mptain-^eMrtf  of  tbtfiklaDds 
of  Qrenada,   GreMdioes,  &Ch  in  the 
West  Indies ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
1775.-- Frederick  Staart ;  fourth  soo  of 
the  ear  I  of  Bote. 

Sixteen  Peers  op  Scotland. 

Dake  of  Gordon. 

Earl  of  Cassilik ;  died  in  1775  *,  (^arl  of 
Diiiiniore  ih  hik  stead.) 
Strathmore ;  died  in  1776 1  (earl 

of  EgKntoonin  bifstead.)    * 
Abercord* 
Oalloway. 
Lobdottn. 
*  *  Dalhooaie.         ' 

Breadalbane. 
Hberdeett. 
*     Mufdh  ktk^  Ritglen. 
Milrehmbiit. 
Roseberry.  ^ 

Bdfe. 
Tuooont  Stornrant. 

IhPfto ;  died  ill  17^8 ;  (marquis  of 
Lotbian  in  bis  stead.) 
Lord  Caihcart ;  died  io  1776 ;  (earl  of 
Caasilis  in  bis  stead.) 

Sir  Fletch&r  Norton  re'ckoseh  Speaker.^ 
i!he  CoQinioDS  being  returned  to  their 
House, 

.  Lord  Guernsey,  sen  and  heir  apparent 
of  the  earl  of  Ayleflford,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  Clerk^  ( who,  standing  up, 
pointed  to  him,  and  tlhen  sat  down )  pro- 
posed to  the  House  for  their  Speaker  the 
right  bon.  sir  Fletcher  Norton ;  in  which 
he  -was  secotided  by  lord  Robert  Spencer, 
brodier  tb  the  dtke  of  Marlborou|n. 

The  Hduse  then  callttig  sir  Fletcher 
fCdrtdn  to  the  ehair,  he  stdOd  djy'  in  his 
place,  and  expressed  the  sense  he  had  of 
the  honour  propos&d  io  b^  6onfbfh6d  on 
him,  and  silbtnitt^  hfahself  id  the  House. 

The  Hottse  theti  again  ohanfanously 
ckBing  sir  Fletcher  Nortoh  to  the  ehair, 
he  was  taken  out  of  his  phioe  by  thfe  said 
lord  Guemse?  and  lord  Robert  S|Agncer, 
and  condaelea  to  the  chair :  where  being 
flaeed,  ht  again  exprewed  himself  truly 
sensiMe  of  the  high  hondtfr  (h(^  House  had 
befeh  fUnfied  tb  cbnf^  u^n  hirii,  hi  unani- 
iDousfy  choosing  tiitn  fl^n  to  b6  their 
Speaker. 

And  then  the  ttiAce  (^hi<;fi  befbtt  lay 
under  the  table)  w^i  laid  uptm  th^  table. 

Sien  sir  John  Shelley,^  treeCsurer  of  his 
ajesty's  household,  having  congratulated 
Mr.  Speaker  elect,  moved  to  adjourn  till 
tO*morroiiir. 

The  ftyafcr'j  Speech  on  being  presented 
Io  Me  Kifg  ^A  approved  of.}    Nov.  30. 


His  Majesty  being  seated  on  the  throne* 
commanded  the  gentleman  usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  <*  It 
is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  they  attend 
him  immediately  in  this  House."  Who 
being  come, 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  said, 

* 

'''  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 
'«  Tour  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  this  your  realm  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  have,  in  pursuance  of 
your  Majesty's  direction^  and  of  th^ir  an- 
cient rient,  elected  one  of  their  members 
tb  be  their  S|)eaker  for  this  parlibment ; 
and  their  choice.  Sir,  having  once  more 
fallen  upon  me  for  this  high  and  important 
trust,  they  now  present  roe  to  your  Ma- 
jesty for  your  judgment  upon  their  elec- 
tion. Needless  wm  it  be  m  me.  Sir,  to 
mention  on  this  occasion,  with  regard  to 
myself,  what  I  fear  cannot  but  be  too  well 
known  to  your  Majesty :  it  therefore  best 
becomes  me,  with  silence  and  submission, 
to  resign  myself  to  your  royal  determina- 
tion." 

Then  the  Lord  ChanctMor^  receiving 
directions  from  his  Majesty^  said, 

««  Sir  Hctchfef  Norton, 

**  You  have  appesiled  to  the  King's  own 
experience  and  knowledge  for  the  decision 
of  the  weighty  afiair  now  under  his  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  from  thence  his  Ma- 
jesty has  formed  his  judgment. 

**  After  having  had  such  clear  demon- 
stration of  your  abilities,  zeal»  abd  appli- 
cation, in  the  service  of  hirtiself  aiid  of 
your  country,  in  the  last  parliament,  his 
Majesty  commands  me  to  let  you  know, 
that  his  entirely  approves  the  dhoitre  which 
fait  faithful  Commosrs  have  made,  and  al- 
low! a6dc6nfiHns  you  tcfbe  theit  Sptoker.*' 
After  which, 

Mr.  Speaker  said : 

^«  Sidc€  your  MAjmf  h^s  be^ft  pl^ised 
to  confirm  the  choice  yciuf  Cdmmona  have 
iMdt»  of  rh€  to  be  their  Speaker ^  h;  fe  my 
dtity,  Sff,  Wilh  all  huiftilfty,  to  conform 
hY^self  to  iheU  apppiatme^t  ai^d  your 
rojral  bpprp&ation  of  it;  be^gihg  vour 
Majesty's  favourable  acceptance  or  my 
humblest  acknowledgments  for  this  fresn 
iilstance  of  your  Majesty'lr  grace  towards 
iHyself,  and  tiiat  your  IN^'esty  would 
vuuchsafe  to  pardon  iby  failhogs  and  infir- 
mities, at  Itait  not  to  impute  them  in  any 
wise  Io  your  faithful  Commons.  And  that 
your  Commons  in  parliament  may  be  the 


33J  The  Km^s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Seuion.         A.  D.  1774. 


[34 


better  enabled  to  discbarge  their  duty  to 
yoor  Majesty  and  their  country,  I  do  in 
their  name,  and  on  their  behalf;  by  hum- 
Me  petition  to  your  Majesty,  lay  claim  to 
all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges; 
particularly  that  they,  their  servants,  and 
estates,  may  be  free  from  arrests  and  all 
other  molestation^  That  they  may  enjoy 
freedom  of  speech  in  their  debates,  ahd 
have  liberty  of  access  to  your  royal  per- 
son on  all  occasions;  and  that  all  their 
proceedings  may  receive  from  your  Ma- 
jesty the  most  favourable  interpretation/' 
Which  done. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majesty's 
further  commands,  said, 

««  Mr.  Speaker, 

**  The  King  has  the  greatest  confidence 
in  the  duty  and  affection  of  this  House 
of  Commons  to  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, and  an  high  opinion  of  that  wisdom, 
temper,  and  prudence,  which  the^  will 
use  in  all  their  proceedings;  and  his  Ma- 
jesty does  most  readily  grant  and  allow  to 
them  all  their  privileges,  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  as  they  have  at  any  time 
been  granted  or  allowed  by  his  Majesty, 
or  any  of  his  royal  predecessors. 

**  There  is  one  suit.  Sir,  which  you  have 
made  on  your  own  behalf:  his  Majesty 
has  received  the  surest  pledge  that  no 
pecaoQ  in  your  station  ever  stood  less  in 
need  of  it  than  yourself:  but  that  you 
may  want  no  support  in  sustaining  the 
burden  of  that  important  trust  which  is 
reposed  in  you^  his  Majesty  has  directed 
me  to  assure  you,  that  he  will  put  the 
most  fiivourable  construction  both  on 
your  words  and  actions." 

The  Kin^s  $j}eech  on  Opening  the  Ses- 
dtm,'\  Then  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
speak  as  follows: 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  It  gives  me  much  concern  that  I  am 
obliged,  at  the  opening  of  this  parliament, 
to  inform  you  that  a  most  daring  spirit  of 
resistance  and  disobedience  to  the  law  still 
unhappily  prevails  in  the  province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  has  in  divers  parts 
of  it  broke  forth  in  fresh  violences  of  a 
very  criminal  nature.  These  proceedings 
have  been  countenanced  and  encouraged 
m  other  of  my  colonies,  and  unwarraot- 
Ue  attempts  hiave  been  made  to  obstruct 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  by  unlaw- 
fol  combinations.  I  have  taken  such  raea- 
sores,  ffi&d  given  such  orders,  as  I  judged 
BMMt  proper  and  effectual  for  carrying 
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into  execution  the  laws  which  were  passed 
in  th€(  last  session  of  the  late  parliament, 
for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  com- 
merce of  my  subjects,  and  for  the  restor- 
ing and  preserving  peace,  order,  and  good 
government,  in  the  province  of  the  Mas- 
sachuset's  Bay.  And  you  may  depend  on 
my  firm  and  stedfiut  resolution  to  with- 
stand every  attempt  to  weaken  or  impair 
the  supreme  authority  of  this  legislature 
over  all  the  dominions  of  my  crown,  the 
maintenance  of  which  I  consider  as  essen- 
tial to  the  dignity,  the  safety,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  British  empire,  assuring  myself 
that,  while  I  act  upon  these  principles,  I 
shall  never  fail  to  receive  your  assistance 
and  support. 

^*  I  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in 
being  able  to  inform  you,  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  is  concluded  between  Russia  and 
the  Porte.  By  this  happy  event  the 
troubles  which  have  so  long  prevailed  in 
one  part  of  Europe  are  composed,  and 
the  general  tranquillity  renderea  complete. 
It  shall  be  my  constant  aim  and  endea- 
vour to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  fresh 
disturbances;  and  I  cannot  but  flatter 
myself  I  shall  succeed,  as  I  continue  to 
receive  the  strongest.assurances  from  other 
powers  of  their  being  equally  disposed  to 
preserve  the  peace. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

*'  1  have  ordered  the  proper  Estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be 
laid  before  you;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that, 
in  this  House  of  Commons,  I  shall  meet 
with  the  same  affectionate  confidence,  and 
the  same  proofs  of  zeal  and  attachment  to 
my  person  and  government,  which  I  have 
always,  during  the  course  of  my  reign, 
received  from  my  faithful  Commons. 
**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

<^  Let  me  particularly  recommend  to 
you,  at  this  time,  to  proceed  with  temper 
In  your  deliberations,  and  with  unanimity 
in  your  resolutions.  Let  my  people,  in 
every  part  of  my  dominions,  be  taught  by 
your  example,  to  have  a  due  reverence 
for  the  laws,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  bless- 
ings, of  our  excellent  constitution.  They 
may  be  assured  that,  on  my  part,  I  have 
nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  real  pros- 
perity and  lasting  happiness  of  all  my 
subjects.'* 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanks.'}  His 
Majesty  having  retired. 

The  Earl  of  HiUsboromh  rose,  and  in  a 
lonff  and  able  speech  set  forth  the  situation 
of  the  cdionies  with  the  mother  country, 
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bighly  disapproving  of  the  refraetory  fpirit 
of  the  Americansy  and  hoping,  dwt,  with 
temper  and  unanimity,  such  measures 
mtgnt  be  adopted,  as  to  bring  about  a  re- 
conciliation. His  lordship  then  moved, 
<«  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the 
thanks  of  this  House'  for  his  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

**  To  declare  our  abhorrence  and  detes- 
tadon  of  the  daring  spirit  of  resistance  and 
disobedience  to  the  laws,  which  so  strong- 
ly prevails  in  the  province  of  the  Masaa- 
chusets  Bay,  and  of  the  unwarrantable  at- 
tempts in  that  and  other  provinces  of  Ame- 
rica, to  obstruct,  by  unlawful  combina*- 
tions,  the  trade  of  this  kingdom. 

**  To  return  his  Majesty  our  humble 
thanks  for  having  been  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate to  us,  that  he  has  taken  sudi  mea- 
sures, and  given  such  orders  as  his  Majes- 
^  hath  ju(^ed  most  proper  and  effectual 
Mr  the  protection  and  security  of  the 
commerce  of  his  Majesty's  sabjecta,  and 
for  carryinff  into  execution  the  laws,  which 
were  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  late 
parliament,  relative  to  the  province  of  the 
Massachuset's  Bay.  To  express  our  en- 
tire satisfaction  in  his  Majesty's  firm  and 
atediast  resolution  to  continue  to'support 
the  supreme  authority  of  the  legismture 
over  all  the  dominions  of  his  crown,  and 
lo  give  his  Majesty  the  strongest  assurances 
diat  we  will  cheerfully  co-operate  in  all 
aqch  measures,  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
maintain  the  dignity,  safety,  and  welfare  of 
the  British  empire. 

'  **  That  as  this  nation  cannot  be  uncon- 
cerned in  the  common  interest  of  Europe, 
we  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  being 
acquainted  with  the  condusion  of  the 
peace  between  Russia  and  the  Porte ;  that 
we  ccmfide  in  his  Majesty's  endeavours  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  breaking 
out  of  fresh  disturbances ;  and  from  the 
assurances  given  to  his  Majesty  by  other 
powers,  we  have  the  pleasing  expectation 
that  nothing  is  likely  to  intervene  that 
may  interrupt  the  present  happy  tranquil- 
lity in  Europe. 

'<  That  it  is  no  less  our  duty  dian  our  in- 
clination to  proceed  with  temper  and  una- 
nimity in  our  deliberations  and  resolu- 
tions, and  to  inculcate,  by  our  example,  a 
due  reverence  for  the  laws,  and  a  just 
sense  of  the  excellency  of  our  constitu- 
tion ;  and  impressed  with  the  deepest  gra- 
titude for  the  many  blessines  we  nave  en- 
joyed during  the  coarse  of  his  Majestv's 
reign,  to  tariff  with  oniActed  seal  at  tkis 


conjuncture  our  inviolabk  BAdity  to  Ins 
Majesty,  and  our  serious  attei^on  to  the 
public  welfare." 

The  Earl  of  BtuMn^namddrt  srcondsd 
the  motion. 

The  Duke  fjXIUcknuimd  spoke  straogij 
against  the  measures  which  he  imaginied 
were  intended  to  be  taken,  and  moved. 
That  an  Amendment  be  mttde  to  the  snid 
motion,  by  inserting,  after  the  wocd 
*  throne,' at  the  end  df  the  first  paragrapiit 
these  words : 

**  And  to  desire  his  Majesty  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  direction  fbr 
an  early  communication  of  the  acccmnts 
which  have  been  received  concerning  the 
stato  of  the  colonies,  that  we  may  not  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  most  cri- 
tical and  important  matter,  but  upon  the 
fullest  information ;  and  when  we  are  thus 
informed,  we  diall,  without  delay,  app]^ 
oursdves  with  the  most  earnest  and  se- 
rious zeal,  to  such  measures  as  shall  tend 
to  secure  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's 
crown,  the  true  dtgni^  of  the  mother 
countr3r,  and  die  hannony  and  happiness 
of  all  lus  Majesty's  dominions." 

Lord  Lyttekon  replied  to  him^  and^ 
amongst  other  things,  urged  the  necessity 
of  asserting  the  sovereign  right  of  Great 
Britain  over  the  cokmies  by  the  most 
speedy  and  resolute  measures.  His  lord- 
ship qeckred,  that  it  was  no  longer  a  ques- 
tion, whether  we  should  relinquish  the 
right  of  taxation,  but  whether '  that  com- 
merce, which  had  carried  us  triumphantly 
through  the  last  war,  should  be  subject  to 
the  wise  and  necessary  regulations  pre* 
scribed  by  the  Act  of  Navigation,  and  con« 
firmed  by  many  subsequent  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, or.  at  once  laid  open  at  the  will  of 
the  factious  Americans,  who  were  now 
struggling  for  a  free  and  unlimited  trader 
independent  of  tlieir  mother  country,  ttid 
for  powers  inconsistent  with,  and  dero^tt- 
tory  to,  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  nn* 
perial  crown  of  England :  that  if  gQiweia* 
ment  should  now  in  the  least  degree  re* 
cede,  all  would  be  over,  and  America,  in« 
stoad  of  being  subject  to  Great  Britaia^ 
would  soon  give  laws  to  it* 

Lord  SheTbume  spoke  next ;  then  lord 
Talbot    After  him, 

I^rd  Camden  expatiated  largely  on  the 
inexpediency  of  coercive  measures  at  this 
time :  he  said  such  measures  might  be  very 
properiy  exercised  in  the  infiracy  of  colo- 
nies, but  that  when  th^  bad  acquired 
power  by  oommeroe,  ana  strength  by  tiie 
ucrease  of  numbersi  k  was  whoMy  impo* 
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filic,  if  not  dangerous  to  compel  them  to  |  conceiTed  with  to  Utt]e  prudeneei  and  pur- 
raboiit  to  laws,  which  tended  to  lay  the  I  sued  with  so  little  temper,  consistency^  or 
kMt  harden  or  restraint  on  that  trade  hy    '      '  ^' 
MA  alone  they  existed. 

Lord  Dartmouth  replied  to  lord  Camden, 
lad  ids  meech  closed  the  debate,  when 
the  question  was  put,  and  carried  against 
iIk  Amendment;  Contents  IS;  Not-con- 
tats  6S.  Then  it  was  moved,  Thai  the 
ttotion  ftr  the  Address  should  stand  as 
fint  proposed;  Contents. 46;  Not-con- 


Protest    agamsi   the   rejecium    of  an 
Ame»dmeHt  to  the  Address  Jj   Upon  which, 
His  fbllo^Bg  Protest  was  entered : 
**  Dinentient, 
^  Because  we  cannot  agree  to  commit 
sundves  with  the  careless   fiuality  of  a 
common  address  of  compliment,  in  expres- 
sions, which  may  lead  to  measures  in  the 
sfent  fatal  to  toe  lives,  properties,  and 
liberties  of  a  very  great  part  of  our  fdlow 
cd)jecta»    We  coooeive  that  an  Address 
ifOQ  sodi  objects  as  are  befbre  us,  and  at 
Bodi  a  time  as  this,  must  necessarily  have 
t  considerable  influence  upon  our  future 
pieessdiBffS ;  and  must  impress  the  public 
inth  an  idea  of  the  general  spirit  ef  the 
nessures    which  we   mean    to  support. 
Whatever  methods  ise  shall  think  it  ad- 
vinbfe  to  pursue,  either  in  support  of  the 
BMfe  authority  of  parliament,  wnich  seems 
ts  be  the  sole  consideration  with  some,  or 
ht  reconciling   that  authority  with  the 
pesoe  and  satisfaction  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, which  has  ever  been  our  constant 
sad  invariaUe  object,  it  will  certainly  add 
to  the  weight  and  efficacy  of  our  prooeed- 
ingi,  if  they  appear  the  result  of  roll  infer- 
anttoD,  aaature  deliberation,  and  tempe- 
nte  enquiry.    No  materials  for  such  an 
CDqoiry    have   been  laid  before  us ;  nor 
have  any  audi  been  so  much  as  promised 
ID  the  speech  ilt>m  the  throne,  or  even  in 
any  vernal  assurance  from  ministers.    In 
this  situation  we  are  called  upon  to  make 
an  Addreas,  arbitrarily  imposinff  qualities 
aod  dMcriptions  upon  acts  done  in  tlie  co- 
loaies,  of  the  true  nature  and  Just  extent 
sf  which  we  are  as  yet  in  a  great  measure 
miapprized;  a  procedure  which  appears 
to  as  by  no  means  consonant  to  that  purity 
which  we  ought  ever  to  preserve  in  our 
jodisial,  and  to  that  caution  which  ought 
to  guide  us  in  our  deliberate  capacity. 

i.  ^  Because  this  Address  dioes,  m  ef- 
fcct,  imply  an  approbation  of  the  system 
idsptad  with  re|^  to  Um  colonies  in  the 
Ittt  parliaaaent.    This  unAartunate  system^ 


foresight,  we  were  in  hopes  would  bm 
at  length  abandoned,  from  an  experience 
of  the  miscfaleis  which  it  has  proouced,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  in  which  it  was 
continued,  and  the  diligence  with  which  it 
has  been  pursued ;  a  system  which  has 
created  the  utmost  confusion  in  the  colo- 
nies, without  any  rational  hope  of  advan- 
tage to  the  revenue,  and  with  certain  de- 
triment to  the  commerce  of  the  mother  - 
country.  And  itnaffbrds  us  a  melancholy 
prospect  of  the  disposition  of  lords  in  the 
present  parliament,  when  we  see  the 
House,  under  the  pressure  of  so  severe 
and  uniform  an  experience,  again  ready 
without  any  enquiiy,  to  -countenance,  if 
not  to  adopt,  tiie  spirit  of  the  former  Ihtal 
proceedings. 

**  But  whatever  may  be  the  milchievous 
desiffns,   or  the  inconsiderate  temerity, 
which  leads  others  to  this  desperate  course, 
we  wish  to  be  known  as  persons  who  have 
ever  disapproved  of  measures  so  pernicious 
in  their  past  eftcts,  and  their  future  ten- 
dency, and  who  are  not  in  hasted  without 
enquiry  or  information,  to  commit  our- 
selves m  declarations  which  mav  precipi* 
tate  our  country  into  all  the  calamities  of 
a  civil  war.    f  signed)    Richmond,  Port« 
land,  KocKingham,  Stamford,  Stan* 
hope,  Torrington,  Ponsonby,  Wy« 
condbe,  Cam&n.'* 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to  as  fol-* 
lows: 

^  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
<<  We,  your  Majesty^amost  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  in  p^liiAnent  assembled,'  bfeg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne. 

**  We  think  it  our  indispensable  duty 
to  declare  on  this  occasion  our  abhorrence 
and  detestation  of  the  daring  spirit  of  re- 
sistance, and  disobedience  to  the  laws, 
which  so  strongly  prevails  in  the  province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  ox  the  un- 
warrantable attempts  in  that  and  other  of 
your  Majesty's  provinces  in  America,  to 
obstruct  by  unlawful  combinations  the 
trade  of  this  kinffdom. 

**  We  thankhiUy  acknowledge  at  the 
same  time,  the  communication  it  has 
pleased  your  Majesty  to  make  to  us  of 
your  having  taken  such   measures,   and 

S'ven  such  orders,  as  your  Majesty  judged 
m  moat  proper  and  eS^ixul^  fortbe  pro- 
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tection  and  security  of  the  commerce  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  for  the  carry- 
log  into  execution  the  laws  which  were 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  provioce  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay.  And  in  the  utmost  re- 
liance on  your  Majesty's  firm  and  stedfast 
resolution  to  continue  to  support  the  su- 
preme authority  of  the  legislature  over  all 
the  dominions  of  your  crown,  your  Ma- 
jesty may  be  assured  that  we  will  dieer- 
fully  co-operate  in  all  such  measures  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  dignity, 
the  safety,  and  the  welfare,  of  thie  British 
empire. 

'<  As  this  nation  cannot  be  unconcerned 
in  the  common  interests  of  Europe,  it  is 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction  we  are  ac- 

guainted  with  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
etween  Russia  and  the  Porte;  we  have 
the  fullest  confidence  in  your  Majesty's 
endeavours  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  breaking  out  of  fresh  disturbances; 
and  from  the  assurances  •  given  to  your 
Majesty  by  other  powers,  we  have  the 
pleasing  expectation  that  nothing  is  likely 
to  happen  that  may  interrupt  the  present 
happy  tranquillity  in  Europe. 

«  We  beg^eave  humbly  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that  it  will  be  no  less  our  duty 
than  our  inclination,  to  proceed  with 
tamper  and  unanimity  in  our  deliberations 
and  resolutions,  and  to  inculcate,  by  our 
example,  a  due  reverence  for  the  laws,  and 
a  just  sense  of  the  excellency  of  our  con- 
stitution. Impressed  with  these  senti- 
ments, and  witli  the  deepest  gratitude  for 
the  many  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  during 
the  course  of  your  Majesty's  reign,  it  will 
be  our  principal  care  to  testify,  with  un- 
affected zeal  at  this  conjuncture,  our  in- 
violable fidelity  to  your  Majesty,  and  our 
serious  attention  to  the  public  welfare." 

The  Kin^s  Ans/werJ^.     His  Majesty 
returned  this  Answer : 
"  My  Lords ; 

*^  I  thank  you  for  your  affectionate  as- 
surances of  duty  and  loyalty. 

^<  The  zeal  you  express  for  the  support 
of  the  supreme  authority  x)f  the  legisla- 
ture, which  I  shall  constantly  maintain,  is 
very  agreeable  to  me;  and  your  resolu- 
tion to  proceed  with  temper  and  unani- 
mity in  your  deliberations,  gives  me  the 
greater  satisfaction,  as  it  corresponds  with 
the  hearty  concern  I  shall  ever  have  for 
the  true  mterests  of  all  my  people." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 


<f  Thanks.*'}  Dec.  5.  His  Majesty's 
Speech  being  read. 

Lord  Beauchamvj  afler  animadverting 
on  the  spirit  of  the  colonists,  tlieir  re« 
solves,  their  meetings,  and  in  particular 
their  intended  non-importation  agreementy 
moved, 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  return  bis  Ma* 
jesty  the  thanks  of  this  Housci,  for  his 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 


*  Mr.  Gibbon,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  own 
Life,  gives  the  foUowing  description  of  this 
parliameot : 

*<  By  the  friendship  of  Mr.  (afterwards  lord) 
Eliot,  who  had  married  my  first  cousin,  1  was 
returoed  at  the  ireoeral  election  for  the  boroii^ 
of  Leskeard.  I  took  my  seat  at  the  begiaoiog 
of  the  memorable  contest  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America,  and  supported,  with  many  a 
sincere  and  silent  vote,  the  rights,  though  not, 
peHiaps,  the  interests,  ofthe  mother  country. 
After  a  fleeting  illusive  hope,  prudence  con-  • 
demoed  me  to  acqnicsce  in  the  humble  statioa 
of  a  mute.  I  was  not  armed  by  nature  and 
education  with  the  intrepid  eneiigy  of  mtml 
and  voice 

'  Yinoentem  strepitus,  et  natom  rebasagcndia.* 

Timidity  was  fortified  by  pride,  and  even  the 
success  ofmy  pen  discouraged  the  trial  of  m j 
voice.  But  1  assisted  at  the  debates  of  a  free 
assembly ;  I  listened  to  the  attack  and  defence 
of  eloquence  and  reason ;  I  had  a  near  proipcoC 
of  the  chara<^er8,  views^  and  passions  of  the 
first  men  of  the  age.  The  cause  of  govern* 
ment  was  ably  vindicated  by  lord  North,  a 
statesman  of  spotless  integrity,  a  consummate 
master  of  debate,  who  could  wield,  with  equal 
dexterity,  the  arms  of  reason  and  of  ridicule. 
He  was  seated  on  the  treasury- bench,  between 
his  attorney  and  solicitor-general,  the  two  pil- 
lars of  the  law  and  state,  *  magis  pares  qnnai 
*  similes ;'  and  the  minister  might  indulge  in 
a  shoi-t  slumber,  whilst  he  was  upholden  on 
either  baud  by  the  majestic  sense  of  Thurlow, 
and  the  skilful  eloquence  of  Wedderburne. 
From  the  adverse  side  of  the  House  an  ardent 
and  powerful  opposition  was  supported  hy  the 
lively  declamation  of  Barr^ ;  the  legal  acute* 
nets  of  Dunning ;  the  profuse  and  philosophie 
fancy  of  Burke;  and  the  argumentative  vehe- 
mence of  Pox,  who,  in  conduct  of  a  party,  ap- 
proved himsell' equal  to  the  oonduot  of  an  em- 
pire. By  such  men  every  operation  of  peace 
and  war,  every  principle  of  justice  or  |)olicyy 
every  question  of  authority  and  freedom,  was 
attacked  and  defended  ;  and  the  subject  of  the 
momentous  contest  was  the  union  or  separation 
of  Great  Britain  and  America.  The  eight  ses^ 
sions  that  I  sat  in  parliament  were  a  school  of 
civil  prudence,  the  first  and  most  essential  vifw 
toe  of  aa  historian."— Gibbon's  Misoeilaaeow 
Works,  voL  J,  p.  140* 
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«  To  assare  his  Majesty^  that  we  re- 
oeiTe,  with  the  highest  sense  of  his  Ma- 
jotj's  goodness,  the  early  information 
wfaicfa  he  has  been  pleased  to  ghre  us  of 
tbe  slate  of  the  pro?ince  of  the  Massa- 
cfaoeet's  Baj. 

<<That  w6  feel  the  most  sincere  con- 
cera,  that  a  spirit  of  disobedience  and  re- 
asUaoe  to  the  law  should  still  unhappily 
srertil  in  that  proYince,  and  that  it  has 
oroke  forth  in  fresh  Tinlences,  of  a  most 
oininal  nature ;  and  that  we  cannot  but 
lament^  that  such  proceedings  should  have 
been  countenanced  and  encouraged  in  any 
other  of  his  Majesty's  coloniesy  and  that 

2  of  his  subjects  should  have  been  so  far 
ided  and  nusled  as  to  make  rash  and 
uBwarrantable  attempts  to  obstruct  the 
commerce  of  his  Majesty's  kingdoms,  by 
HDlairfal  combinations. 

"  To  present  our  most  dutiful  thanks  to 
his  Majesty,  for  baring  taken  such  mea- 
luies  as  he  judged  most  proper  and  efiec- 
tosi  for  carrying  into  execution  the  laws 
which  were  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
the  Iste  parliament,  for  the  protection  and 
lecurity  of  the  commerce  of  his  Majesty's 
nbjects ;  and  for  restoring  and  preserving 
peace,  order,  and  good  government,  in  the 
prorince  of-  the  Massachuset's  Bay. 

^  That,  animated  by  his  Majesty's  gra- 
cious assurances,  his  faithful  Commons 
will  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  as- 
sist his  Majesty  in  maintaining  entire  and 
iovi(rfare  the  supreme  authority  of  this  le- 
gisluare  over  all  the  dominions  of  his 
crown ;  being  truly  sensible  that  we  should 
betray  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  and  be 
vaoting  in  every  duty  which  we  owe  to 
his  MajestT  and  to  our  fellow  subjects,  if 
we  fail  to  give  our  most  zealous  support  to 
those  great  constitutional  principles  which 
govern  his  Majesty's  conduct  in  this  im- 
|Mirtant  business,  and  which  are  so  men- 
tis] to  the  dignity,  safety,  and  welfare,  of 
the  British  empire. 

"  Hiat  we  learn  with  great  satisfaction, 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  is  concludeid  be- 
tween Aussia  and  the  Porte,  and  that  by 
this  happy  event  the  general  tranquillity 
is  rendered  complete ;  and  that  we  enter- 
tain a  well-grou(^ded  hope,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's oonstaqt  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
breaking  out  of  fresh  disturbances  wih  be 
attended  with  success,  as  his  Majesty  con- 
tioiies  to  receive  the  strongest  assurances 
from  other  powers^  of  their  being  equally 
disposed  to  preserve  the  peace* 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  his  faith- 
&i  Cominons  will;  with  toe  utmost  cheer- 


fulness, grant  to  his  Majesty  every  ueces- 
sary  supply ;  and  that  they  consider  them- 
selves bound  by  gratitude  as  well  as  duty, 
to  give  every  proof  of  their  most  a6bc* 
tionate  attachment  to  a  prinoe,  who,  dur« 
jng  the  whole  course  of  his  reigii,  has 
made  the  happiness  of  his  people  the  ob* 
ject  of  all  his  views,  and  the  rule  of  all  his 
lustions." ' 

Mr.  Thomas  De  Grey^  jun.  seconded 
the  motion. 

Lord  John  Cavendish^  after  condemn- 
ing the  conduct  of  administration  respect- 
ing the  colonists,  moved  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  question,  by  inserting 
afier  the  word  *  throne,'  at  tne  end  of 
the  first  paragraph,  these  words;  *<  And 
to  assure  his  Majesty,  that,  animated  with 
the  warmest  zeal  for  his  service,  and  for 
the  glory  and  prosperity  of  his  reign,  we 
shall  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the 
present  situation  of  his  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, with  that  care  and  attention,  which 
the  delicacy  and  importance  of  the  object 
require. 

^*  And  humbly  to .  represent,  thdt  our 
inviolable  duty  and  respect  to  his  Majesty, 
as  well  as  our  skuatiojl  in  an  immediate 
delegated  trust  from  his  people,  will  not 
permit  us  to  form  any  opinion  upon  a 
matter,  which  may  not  only  sensibly  and 
deeply  afteot  the  landed  and  commercial 
interests  of  our  constituents,  but  lead  to 
consequences  of  a  still  more  alarming  ni^ 
ture,  without  tl^e  fullest  and  roost  satis- 
factory iftfomiation:  and  to  that  end, 
most  humbly  to  request,  that  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  eive  orders 
that  all  the  accounts  received  from  Ame- 
rica may  be  laid  before  this  Hpuse  with 
all  ooovenient  dispatch. 

<*  And  that  when,  by  such  information, 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  form  a  proper  judg- 
ment, we  will  humbly  offer  our  advice  on 
this  delicate  situation  ef  affairs,  and  endear 
vour  to  find  the  means  effectually  to  sup- 
port the  honour  of  his  Majesty's 'crown, 
and  the  true  dignity  of  parliament,  which 
shall  be  best  adapted  to  connect  both  with 
the  permanent  peace,  concord,  and  pros- 
perity, of  all  his  Majesty's  dominions." 

The  friends  of  the  Address^  as  moved 
by  lord  Beauchamp,  argued,  that  an  Ad- 
dress was  no  more  than  a  general  compli- 
ment, a  measure  of  course  at  the  beginmng 
of  every  session ;  that  particular  measures 
were  not  now  the  objects  of  consideration ; 
and  that  the  judgment  of  the  House  upon 
the  a&irs  of  America  would  be  taken  Qp  ^ 
fiituieday. 
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The  Menia  «f  the  Amendinent  n^giied, 
that  dumgh  no  particular  measures  were 
at  tUs  instant  under  consideration,  yet» 
the  Address  bein^  dnMm  up  in  such  rerj 
general  terms,  it  nnpKed,  and  eten  con* 
tained,  a  general  approbation  of  all  the 
kte  measures  taken  with  America;  that 
this  general  judgment  could  not,  nor  ought 
not,  to  be  giyen  without  the  fullest  inior- 
mation  t  and  thai;  a  delay  in  forming  such 
judgment,  while  the  most  important  con- 
oems  of  England  and  America  were  de- 
pendent upon  it,  might  be  fatal. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  declared  them- 
adves  not  attached  to  either  side,  said, 
they  would  vote  for  the  Address  as  moved 
by  lord  BeaQchamp;'not  because  they 
would  be  Aougfat  to  approve  of  the  late 
measures  against  America,  on  tihe  con- 
trary, they  did  not  consider  this  vote  as 
making  any  engagement  to  approve  of  any 
measures ;  for  they  should  consider  them- 
selves, notwithstanding  this  vote,  entirely 
at  liberty  upon  all  future  questions;  but 
they  would  vote  for  the  Address,  because 
an  Address  was  become  a   business  of 


course. 

Lord  North  said,  this  was  not  a  proper 
thne  to  enter  upon  any  discussion  of  the 
affidrs  of  America ;  that  however  neces- 
sary and  agreeable  a  reconciliation  with 
America  mieht  be,  yet,  as  no  terms  had 
been  ofibrea  by  America,  England  would 
not  submit  first ;  and  as  matters,  therefore, 
were  in  a  state  of  suspense,  he  hoped  the 
noble^lord  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
He  made  some  apologies  for  the  late  par- 
liament, which  passed  the  Acts  against 
America,  and  called  it  a  good  parliAoient. 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  in  general  aisapproved 
of  the  Address,  and  seconded  the  motion 
for  the  Amendment  very  strenuously. 

Governor  Johnstone  thought  Ameridei 
not  tenable  upon  the  terms  and  principles 
laid  down  in  the  proposed  Address.  He 
was  very  glad  to  hear  some  apology  made 
for  themte  parliament;  for,  in  bis  opinion, 
no  parliament  ever  stood  in  greater  need 
of  an  apology. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  was  very  pointed  in 
his  observations  on  the  manner  uie  Gallery 
was  desred.  He  said  it  was  a  mere  mi- 
nisterial trick  to  stifle  enquiry  and  shorten 
ddbate;  for  if  the  gallery  had  been  open, 
administration  must  have  been  oUiged  to 
break  that  s3ence  and  unconcern  they 
now  affected  to  hold.  It  was  extreme^ 
unfkir,  he  said,  Uiat  persons  should  be 
shut  out  from  being  present  at  the  dttcns- 

sion  of  a  question,  in  the  event  of  whidi 
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they  were  so  highly  interested ;  and  con- 
cluded by  a  succession  of  very  pointed  and 

M»YV7to  cuiiumuwraiuiw.    " 

Mr.  Hardejf  (a  new  meixd>er)  entered 
foUy  into  the  contents  of  the  Speech  and 
Address,  and  urged  strongly  Ae  neceni^ 
of  the  proposed  Amendment; 

Colonel  BarrS  was  very  able  on  the 
same  side.  He  said  tfnt  Ameiica  had 
oflferod  terms.  He  read  a  passage  in  Mr. 
Dickinson's  pamphlet,  entitled  ^  A  Nei^ 
Essay,  drc"  which  in  his  opinion  esn* 
tained  a  very  sufficient  ground  to  accept 
and  to  negoeiate  upon.  He  said  the 
scheme  of  reducing  the  colonies  by  force 
was  wild,  ineoherent,  and  impracticalile; 
and  even  thouffh  it  were  not,  that  a  domi^ 
nion  supported  by  force  would  answer  no 
end  whatever.  He  said,  a  report  pre* 
vailed,  that  general  Gage  was  snortly  ts 
be  recalled,  but  that  would  signify  n<^> 
thing ;  for  send  whom  we  might,  send  a 
second,  recall  him,  and  send  a  tiiird,  it 
would  idl  be  to  no  effi»ctoal  or  snbstantifll 
purpose. 

Sir  Oeorge  Macartney  answered  die 
colonel,  and  spoke  with  fheility  and  pre^ 
cision.  He  wee  against  te  amendatenl, 
and  in  seneral  fbr  spirited  measures. 

luOfi  Carmarthen  entered  fully  into  the 
contents  of  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
dwelt  much  on  the  spirit  of  sedition,  tup* 
bulenoe,  and  rebellion,  which  had  mani- 
fosted  itself  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
the  Amefiean  continent. 

Sir  Witiiam  Mayne  declared  himself 
unconnected  with  either  side  of  the 
House.  He  said,  his  mind  was  unbiassed, 
and  his  conduct  should  be  unfettered; 
that  on  the  present  occasion  he  was 
against  the  amendinent,  but  reserved  his 
opinion  liU  the  question,  and  the  infoms- 
tion  necessary  to  discuss  and  determine 
on  it,  came  properly  before  the  House. 
He  was  heard  with  great  attention,  and 
general  approbation. 

General  Smith  was  of  the  same  opimon, 
observing,  Aat  the  present  was  no  proper 
time  to  take  to  great  and  important  a 
question  into  consideration;  and  that 
his  being  now  against  the  amendment, 
would  not  hereafter  preclude  bkn  firom 
giving  his  thoughts  freely,  when  the 
matter  came  before  the  House  in  ancythec 
form. 

Mr.  T.  Tewnshend  was  for  the  amend- 
ment,  and  was  ¥ery  severe  on  the  genefd 
conduct  of  administration. 

Mr.  Edrmmd  Burke  compared  tfie  lan- 
guage tt^w  artfully  held  to  the  new  meni' 
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boi,  of  the  Addren  bdng  onlya  con^lU 
aent,  to  the  ineinuiitkinii  of  a  deeigning 
loier,  who,  mder  the  pretence  of  hoDOur- 
lAleaddifMesy  fint  squeesee  the  bind  of 
hsfflistreM,  then  asko  her  to  take  a  tarn 
Bthe p«k»  next  into  the  oountnr^  and  so 
M,  Hep  by  8tep»  till  at  length  he  duho- 
BMn  Mr.  In  the  last  parliament,  he 
nid,  it  wai  the  minister*!  langui^y  that 
die  late  Acts  would  humble  Ammea,  that 
bf  pnnidiing  Boston  all  Ameriea  would 
Witrock  with  a  panic :  Boston  would  be 
jadsned,  sll  would  be  afraid  to  aive  any 
nief  to  Boston*  lest  di^  should  share 
tbeaune  fiite.  The  very  eenlrary  is  the 
cw^  The  caoseofBoston  is  become  the 
casK  of  sll  America.  Every  part  oi 
AflRiiea  is  united  in  support  <k  Boston. 
Bj  these  acts  of  oppressiOQ,  said  he,  you 
Mre  nade  Boston  the  lord  mayor  of  Ame- 
rica. The  present  situation  of  America 
lie  comparea  to  a  funeral;  trade  and 
fanwuce  were  pall-bearers,  the  merch- 
aSa  and  traders  chief  mourners*  the  West 
ladim  sad  African  merchants  closed  the 
mcaaion,  and  the  army  and  navy,  at  a 
Mnee,  looked  on  in  glocmiy  silence  at  ao 
ndncholy  a  spectacle. 

Mr.  Fsa  spoke  strongly  for  the  most 
fim  and  decisive  measures. 

Mr.  Sshcttor  General  H^edderium  spoke 
fidjr  sad  ably,  and  endeavoured  to  ans#w 
avanr  thixie  oiB»ed  against  the  Address. 

Toe  lurase  then  divided  upon  the 
AaKodoienu    The  Yeas  went  forth* 

Tellers. 

^"**!mJ'b'^^''^^^.''°!!^  {  '^^ 

"°"iMr. Cooper    .    -    .    .  $-^ 
Soitpsssed  in  the  negative. 

The  Cmm(mt^    Address  of  Thanks.'] 
Ue  £aDowmgAddress  was  then  agreed  to : 
^  MostT]rracious  Soverdgn, 

^  We,  your  Migesty's  most  dutiful  and 
^sobjects,  Uie  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
te  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
M^jeaty  our  himble  thanks;  for  your  most 
ffitcious  Speech  from  the  throne. 
/^Psraut  US  to  assure  ^our  Majesty, 
^ve  receive  with  the  highest  sense  of 
pa  llajerty^s  goodness,  the  early  infbr- 
^itioii  whidi  you  have  been  pleased  to 
pe  oa  of  the  state  of  the  province  of  the 
*»adMisct*s  Bay. 

/'We  feel  the  most  snscere  concern, 
"it  tapirit  of  disobedience  and  resistance 
^tslaw  ehould  still  unhappily  preraU  in 


that  provfaica,  and  that  it  has  broke  fiarth 
in  fresh  vid^ces  of  a  most  crirtunal  na-^ 
ture:  and  we  cannot  but  lament  that  such 
proceedings  ahould  hare  been  counte* 
nanced  and  encourajied  in  any  other  of 
your  Majesty's  colonies ;  and  that  aiqr  of 
vour  subjects  should  have  been  4»  fiur  de« 
hided  and  misled,  as  to  make  rash  and  uii> 
warrantable  attempts  to  obstruct  the  com- 
merce of  your  Majesty's  kingdoms  by  ua« 
lawfhl  combinations. 

**  We  beg  leave  to  present  our  most  du* 
tiful  thanks  to  your  Majesty,  fyr  having 
taken  such  measures  as  your  Afajesty 
judged  most  proper  and  effectual,  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  laws,  wUdi  were 
passed  in  the  last  seasion  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, for  the  protection  and  security  of 
the  commerce  of  your  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  for  restoring  and  preservmg  peace, 
order,  and  good  government,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusef  8  Bay. 

**  Your  Mthful  Commons,  animated  by 
your  Majesty's  gracious  assurances,  wiU 
use  every  means  in  their  power  to  assist 
your  Majesty  in  maintaining  entire  and  in- 
violate the  supreme  authority  of  this  le- 
gislature over  all  the  dooninions  of  your 
crown;  beingtrulysensiblethat  we  should 
betray  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  and  be 
wanting  in  every  duty  which  we  owe  to 
your  Majesty  and  to  our  fellow  subjects, 
if  we  failed  to  give  our  most  zealous  sup-^ 
port  to  those  great  constitution^  prin- 
ciples, which  govern  your  Majes^'s  con- 
duct in  this  important  business,  and  whidi 
are  so  essential  tp  the  dignity^  safety,  and 
wd&re,  of  the  British  empire. 

<<  We  learn  with  p^reat  satisfiustion,  that 
a  treaty  ci  peace  is  conduded  between 
Russia  and  ttie  Porte ;  and  that,  by  this 
happy  event,  the  general  tranquiaity  is 
renaered  complete:  and  we  entertam  a 
well-grounded  hope,  that  your  Maies^'a 
constant  endeavours  to  prevent  the  break- 
ing out  of  fresh  disturbances  will  be  at- 
tended with  success;  as  your  Majesty 
omtinues  to  receive  the  strongest  as- 
surances from  other  powers,  of  their  being 
equally  disposed  to  preserve  the  peace. 

«  We  assure  your  Majes^,  tiiat  we  willy 
with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  grant  to  your 
Majesty  every  necessary  supj^y ;  and  that 
we  consider  ourselves  bound  by  gratitude^ 
as  wdl  as  duty,  to  give  every  proof  of  our 
most  affectionate  attachment  to  a  princet 
who,  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign^ 
has  made  the  happiness  of  his  people  the 
object  of  all  hia  views,  and  the  rule  of  all 
his  actions*'' 
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v  The  KingU  AnmerJ^  His  Majatty  re- 
turned Ibis  Asameti 
**  Gentlemen, 
<<  I  return  you  my  particular  thanks,  for 
this  very  loyal  and  dutiful  Address.  I  re- 
ceive with  the  highest  satis&ction  and  ap- 
probation your  assurances  of  assistance 
and  support,  in  maintaining  the  supreme 
authority  of  the  legislature  over  all  the  do- 
iniaibns  of  my  crown*  It  shall  be  my  care 
to  justify,  by  my  conduct,  the  confidence 
you  .so  afiecdonately  express,  and  to  shew 
that  I  have  no  interests  separate  from  those 
of  my  people/' 

Matkinfor  the  Admission  of  Members  of 
the  House  €f  Commons  into  the  House  of 
LordsJ]  December  6.  The  Lords  having 
thought  proper,  on  the  10th  of  December 
1770,*  to  dear  their  House  of  all  strangers, 
and  not  to  admit  even  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  since  that  time,  ex- 
cept to  deliver  Bills,  and  upon  those  occa* 
sions  ordered  them  to  withdraw  imme- 
diately,  the  Commons  in  return  excluded 
the  Peers  from  their  House.  Many  incon- 
veniences having  occurred  in  consequence 
of  this  harsh  treatment, 
'  Lord  Lj/ttelton  moved,  <<  That  the  Lords 
be  summoned  to  attend  this  House  to- 
morrow, in  order  to  take  into  consideration 
a  motion  for  dispensing  with  the  Standing 
Order  of  the  5th  of  April  1707>  so  far  as 
to  admit  the  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  into  this  House, 
during  the  sitting  thereof."  His  lordship 
gave  many  reasons  for  dispensing  with  the 
order,  and  for  admitting  the  other  House 
to  hear  their  debates. 

Lord  Suffolk,  the  duke  of  Manchester, 
lord  Sandwich,  lord  Weymouth,  lord 
Gower,  and  several  other  lords,  spoke 
upon  the  occasion ;  and  upon  the  question 
being  put,  28  were  for  the  motion,  and  36 
against  it. 

•  December  15.  Lord  l^tdton  made  a 
second  proposition  to  the  House,  and  re- 
commended that  the  doors  should  be 
opened  to  the  members  of  the  House  of 
(jommons,  the  sons  and  brothers  of  peers, 
peers  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  to  so 
many  of  the  public  at  large  as  should  be 
introduced  by  English  peers,  each  peer  to 
have  the  privilege  of  introducing  one  per- 
son. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  joined  in  the 
recommendation.    His  grace  said,  he  par- 
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ticularly  pressed  it  at  this  time,  as  a  point 
to  be  desired  even  by  ministers,  that  the 
public  might  be  informed  of  the  grounds 
on  which  they  proceeded  in  regard  to  the 
measures  to  be  pursued  respecting  Ame- 
rica, whose  interests  were  so  interwoven 
with  those  of  Great  Britain^  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  of  this  country  could 
not  be  too  much  awakened  at  this  truly 
important  crisis. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
Lords,  that  he  always  looked  upon  him- 
self as  a  servant  of  the  House,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  see  their  orders  enforced ;  but 
that  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of  many 
to  relax  their  standing  order  in  this  point, 
he  thought  the  civility  due  from  one  lord 
to  another  should  induce  the  House  te 
come  into  the  proposal. 

The  proposition  was  accordingly  ac- 
ceded without  further  debate. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Mode  of 
Proceeding  mth  Election  PetiticnsJ}  De- 
cember 6*  Mr.  Speaker  said :  It  ia  uwtal 
that  the  double  returns  be  heard  first, 
next  the  undue  elections,  and  lastly  com« 
plaints  concerning  undue  elections;  but 
what  I  have  to  acquaint  the  House  with,  is 
of  much  higher  consequence.  By  the 
standing  order,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  per- 
sons who  shall  question  any  returns  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament,  do  question 
the  same  within  14  days  next ;  and  by  the 
late  Act  for  determining  controverted 
elections,  it  is  enacted,  ^<  that  whenever  a 
]>etition,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion, &c.  is  presented,  it  shall  be  received, 
be  read  by  the  derk,  and  a  day  fixed  for 
appointing  a  committee  to  determine  and 
try  the  same."  Such  being  the  state  of 
the  matter,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
direction  of  the  House  in  what  manner  to 
act. 

Mr.  CornvMll.  I  rise,  with  all  imagiaa- 
ble  diffidence,  to  impart  my  doubts  mi 
what  has  now  fallen  trom  the  chair,  be* 
caase  1  conceive  it  to  be  involved  in  great 
difficulty.  By  the  standing  order,  if  a 
petition  be  presented  the  15th  day,  it  will 
come  too  late,  and  must,  contrary  to  the 
general  sense  of  the  House,  be  rejected, 
unless  we  break  through  the  ancient  aod 
established  usage  of  this  House.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  do  not  receive  it,  we  re- 
sist the  positive  words  of  an  act  of  pariia« 
ment ;  for  by  them  we  are  obliged  to  en- 
tertain a  petition,  and  send  it  to  a  com- 
mittee whenever  it  is  presented,  though 
the  caijise  df  complainti  ex.  ffrat*  rose  uk 
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thii  leaiioR^  and  redress  should  not  be 
looght  till  seven  sessions  hence.  I  woald 
tbmore  submit  it  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  Homey  whether,  considering  the  na- 
tnre  oTthe  standing  order,  and  the  relation 
ii  ahould  have  to  the  Act,  and  the  Act 
with  it,  it  would  not  be  proper  and  coAve" 
oieot,  that  we  might  have,  in  the  first  in- 
•tance,  a  power  to  enlarge  the  time  to 
Dole  than  14  days,  as  well  as  reject  peti- 
tiaoi,  if  frivolous  or  ill-grounded^  and  whe- 
tiier  in  fiict,  that  would  not  be  the  rational 
nd  substantial  construction  of  the  Act  in 
qoestion. 

Mr,  Dunning.  My  hon*  and  learned 
fiiehd  over  the  way  has  started  an  objec- 
tioD,  which,  were  it  to  prevail  in  the 
nsBoer  he  seems  desirous  it  should,  would 
io  reality  defeat  the  Act,  which  some  short 
tioie  ttDce  appeared  to  be  so  justly  die  fa- 
voorite  with  a  majority  of  this  House.  I 
triKt  there  are  many  friends  to  that  Act 
now  present ;  and  I  have  a  learned  and 
iMDourahle  oBe  now  in  my  eye  (Mr. 
Wedderborn^  who  I  make  no  doubt,  will 
exert  hiaiselr  in  its  sopport,  and  do  all  in 
bit  power  to  resist  such  an  attempt,  how- 
erar  ingeniously  urged,  or  covertly  and 
piiuribly  conceived.  The  evil  which  the 
Aet  was  designed  to  remove  and  guard 
ipiort,  was  partial  decisions  in  diis  House 
00  cootroverted  elections.  I  believe  no 
mn  here  will  deny,  that  too  many  in* 
Minces  of  that  kind  have  happened ;  in* 
dsed,  its  several  provisions  are  the  clearest 
proof,  that  that  was  the  sole  intention  of 
Its  firamer  and  friends.  What,  Uien,  wUl 
he  the  probable  consequence  were  my 
ksnied  friend's  ideas  to  prevail  ?  It  would 
be  Hoif  that  a  noajority  of  this  House,  no 
mtter  whether  of  this  or  that  party,  (for 
ve  cannot  be  ignorant  of  what  party  is 
opsble  of  doing)  without  enquiry,  and 
perhaps  only  knonring  the  name  of  the 
town,  or  the  petitioner,  or  chusing  to  usurp 
&  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  merits  in 
{be  first  instance,  could  at  once  take  upon 
^'idfto  reject  a  petition,  without  any 
J^  hearing  or  trial  whatever.  In  fine, 
if  this  be  the  method  the  hon.  and  learned 
iBorer,  aad  his  friends,  have  devised  to 
^e&nt  every  true  and  salutary  purpose  of 
^  Act,  both  in  point  of  sense,  construc- 
tion, and  letter,  I  would  wish  them  sin- 
^dj  to  speak  out,  and  attack  it  directly, 
attierthan  thus  side*  ways  endeavour  to 
vCest  it,  by  forcing  an  interpretation  it 
^  by  no  means  admit  of. 

Mr*  CormmUL  No  man  in  this  House 
^^  hic^y  approves  of  the  Act  in  ques- 
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tion  in  several  respects,  than  I  do.  I  am 
not  surprised,  therefore,  if  the  learned  een- 
tleraan  thinks  such  a  power  as  I  nave 
mentioned  would  lead  to  defeat  the  Act^ 
that  he  should  be  desirous  to  prevent  its 
supposed  ill  consequences ;  but  I  suspect 
he  has  equally  mistaken  my  meaning  and 
intentions.  All  I  wish  for  is,  that  the 
House,  if  a  petition  on  a  true  ground  were 
presented,  might  be  deemed  competent 
to  entertain  it,  though  the  14  days  pre- 
scribed by  the  standing  order,  should  be 
expired.  As  to  the  learned  gentleman's 
fears,  that  such  a  power  might  be  abused, 
the  Journals  of  parliament  do  not  furnish 
an  instance  of  a  petition  being  rejected, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election,  without 
being  sent  to  a  committee.* 

Mr.  Dunning.  How  the  fiict  now 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  may  be,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  this  I  am  con- 
fident of,  that  if  it  were  strictly  true, 
it  would  still  be  a  stronger  motive  with  me 
to  resist  the  vesting  any  such  power  in^ 
this  House ;  because,  if  in  former  tinnes' 
the  House  did  not  reject  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  reason  was  obvious,  as  those 
who  led  it  could  efiect  with  certainty  and 
faciliiy,  under  the  appearance  and  sanction 
of  a  judicial  decision,  what,  if  they  had 
done  in  Uie  first  instance,  would  carry  with 
it  the  strongest  marks  of  the  most  mani* 
fest  partiality.  But  being  by  the  Act  now 
under  consideration,  totally  precluded 
from  exerting  that  shameful  influence, 
should  the  reasons  now  offered  by  the 
learned  gentleman  prevail,  th^y  will,  in'  a 
summary  way,  be  enabled  to  do  that  whidi 
is  denied  them  in  any  other.    Should  the 

*  The  hoD.  geDtlemao  was  mistaken :  as 
appears  from  the  following  extract  from  the 
Jouroals  of  the  4tb  of  March  1716  : 

**  A  petition  of  divers  of  the  iobabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Leominster,  lo  the  county  of 
Hereford,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read ;  setting  forth.  That  the  right  hon.  Tho  • 
mas  lord  Coningsby  has  endeavoured,  bv  him- 
self and  agfeats,  by  bribes,  threats,  and  other 
illegal  practices,  not  only  procured  himself  to 
be  elected  a  nMmber  of  this  present  parliament ; 
but  idso,  by  the  same  indirect  praictices,  pro- 
cured Henry  Gorges,  e«|.  to  be  elected  for  the 
said  boroucrh ;  and  praying  relief  therein.  And 
a  motion  ^ing  made,  and  the  question  being 
put.  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  privileges  and  elections ;  and 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  tliereof ;  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House  ;  the  House  divided.  Yeas  69— 
Noes  70.    So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

<«Reaolvedr "^ 
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Houie  be  retted  with  thb  ne^Hife,  the 
petitioo  maj  coDoeni  Blackacie,  and  the 
petitioner  be  John  a  Stiles ;  and  both  the 
town  and  petitioner  maj  chanoe  to  be  ex- 
tremely dMagreeaUe  to  thoie  who  govern 
and  k»d  the  majority  of  this  Hotue,  no 
natter  who  they  are  or  may  be.  What, 
then,  is  to  be  done  i  The  Committee  can- 
not pass  over  the  justice  of  the  cause,  to 
stigmatize  the  petitioner  for  his  turpitude, 
nor  punish  the  town  for  its  ddinquency ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  will  be  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  judging  rigidly,  accordinf^  to 
the  true  merits  of  the  Question.  That 
there  have  been  many  aectsions  withiii 
these  walls,  answerable  to  this  description, 
I  believe  few  will  controvert ;  nay,  indeed, 
I  might  add,  as  iniquitous  and  unjust  as 
ever  came  to  my  knowledge  without 
them;  and  they  have  been  sufficiently 
corrupt  and  numerous.  I  therefore  call 
on  the  former  friends  of  the  Bill,  who  I 
trust  have  not  so  soon  dianged  their 
jQinds,  to  stand  forth  and  assist  me  in  de- 
fending  it ;  for  which  purpose,  Sir,  I  beg 
to  move,  **  That,  according  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  said  Act,  whenever  a 
petition,  complaining  of  an  undue  election, 
or  return  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, shaU  be  o&red  to  be  presented  t<r 
the  House,  within  the  time  Uonted  by  the 
order  of  the  House  for  questioning  the 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
the  said  .petition  shaU  be  ddivered  in  at 
tbe  table  and  read,  without  a  question 
being  put  thereupon.'^ 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wedderbum,  and  Mr. 
Hartley,  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion ; 
and  Mr.  Rigby,  Mr.  Thurlow,  and  Mr. 
Fox  against  it.  However,  it  was  agreed 
tQ,  and  made  a  Resolution  of  the  House. 
Several  gentlemen  having  petitions  to 
present,  and  each  being  desirous  of  an 
early  day  beine  appointed  for  hearing 
them,  the  Speaker  was  embanrassed  how 
to  decide,  or  to  which  he  ought  to  give 
the  pteference,  and  therefore  desired  the 
assistance  and  direction  of  the  House. 
This  produced  a  conversation  ;    at  length 

Mr.  Rose  Fuller  proposed,  **  That, 
whenever  more  than » one  petition,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  Jm^ami  for 
the  same,  or  for  difibrent,  places,  shall,  at' 
the  flame  time,  be  offered  to  be  presented 
to  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker  shall  direct 
such  petitions  to  be  all  of  them  delivered 
in  at  the  table;  and  the  names  of  the 
counties,  cities,  boroughs,  or  places,  t6 
which  such  petitions  shaM  relate^  shall  be 
wTitteik  oa  Aeveraljpieces  of  pSj^^  of  an 
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derkintoa  glasi,  or  box, 
lidy  drawn  by  the  derk;  and  the 
veralpetitiooa  shall  l)e  read  us  the  order  io< 
whidi  the  said  oaases  shall  be  drawn  re- 
spectively." 

After  a  short  ddialie,  this  ResolmioD  waa 
carried.  The  petitioiM,  ready  to  be  pre- 
sented, were  immadiately  delivered,  and 
tbe  Clerk  pifoceeded  according  to  the  new 
regulatioB. 

Debate  in  the  Comwunu  mi  the  jSsssIk* 
siom  of  ^tanggh.\    Dec^  12.    Mr.  T. 
Tommthend  rose  and  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  make  a  motion,  but  he  had  oAf^n  la* 
menled  that  the  gaBety  doors  of  that* 
House  were  shut  against  the  Peers;  for 
by  that  means  several  young  lords,  who 
wished  to  hear  and  he  instructed,  were 
deprived  of  the  pnvileae;  that  he  by  no- 
means  meant  to  open  Uie  gaUery  for  the 
admission  of  peers,  with  a  view  that  ir' 
would  influence  them  to  open  their  doisrs  ; 
but  as  both  Houses  had  acted  absurdly,' 
in  his  opinion  the  first  thai  corrected  tbei 
absurdity  would  stand   en  the  higfaeat 
ground. 

Mr.  i&rsaid  Irehad  no  objectxms  te 
the  dodrs  being  opened ;  but  as  the  be*: 
haviour  of  the  Lords  had  beevsn  out* 
rsgeoos,  he  should  be  i^nst  allowin|g 
them  any  admittance,  lest  it  shoald  be  con* 
strued  as  a  concession ;  that  the  question, 
whether  the  doorB  of  the  House  of  liarda 
should  be  open  bad  latdy  been  discussed, 
and  they  had  absolutely  refused  to  let  thensb 

Mr.  Hans  SianUy  gave  it  as  his  opiaioa, 
that  ail  strangers,  whenever  it  was  conve- 
nient with  respect  to  room,  sheold  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  gallery;  and  said,  he 
thought  it  hard  that  gentlemen  who  had 
been  waiting  for  hours  to  gain  admittance, 
should  be  turned  out  as  soon  as  a  debate' 
on  a  question  which  they  thought  curiour 
and  interesting,  came  on. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  was  not  only  for  ad^ 
mitting  peers  and  their  sons,  hot  the  sona 
of  mmDers  also*  Since  the  Lords  had 
behaved  improperly,  the  Commons  shoald 
set  them  the  example  of  good  maoneri* 

Coh^el  BarrS  said,  he  had  been  toM, 
that  in  *^he  latter  end  of  lM  reign  of 
Georgd  the  first,  or  the  beginning  of 
George  the  ammdf  a  like  affinr happened  t 
both  Hbuser  Mrat  the  doors  aglsiittt  each 
other.  Upon  wUeh  John  dokeof  Argyll- 
gave  it  asms  bflinroa,  that  the  peera  of 
the^hnld»  by  tiMif  lirirth  aeA  enelitioii^^ 
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M^t  to  be  mote  poNce  and  have  baiter 
MDMiv  than  tbe  Cooiidoiib;  and  that 
Itocface  it  was  expedient  in  tbem  to  let. 
iheCmBinoDs  an  example  and  open  their 


Mr.  T.  Tomtuhend  said,  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  an  hon*  gentleman  that  the 
wtrageoua  beha?iour  or  the  Lords  ought 
ast  to  be  forgotten,  and  that  he  should 
Jttfe-wished  to  have  resented  the  insult 
fsnsnaOy  to  those  who  were  daring 
enough  to  offisr  it.  Sereral  of  the  peers 
M  expressed  to  him  that  they  were 
tdisBiea  of  the  proceedings  of  their 
kedneny  and  meafit  to  have  vbted  against 
tiMn. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  said  he  by  no 
aMiBs  q^reed  wkh  the  duke  of  Argyle, 
tiiBt  tbe  peers  of  the  realm  had  more 
DMBoefs  tnan  the  Commons.  He  touched 
apoo  the  pride  -of  tbe  peers,  and  sidd  he 
appiehended  more  true  politeness  was  to 
•w  feand  among  the  country  gentlemen : 
he  then  argued  in  favour  of  opening-  tbe 
^ssrsef  iMih  Houses -en  the  principle  of 
dsly,  dedaring  that  if  he  coiild  oo  his 
dot^  completely  wkhoot,  he  would  never 
'tere  to  enter  tbe  doors  of  the  House  ef 
^eers;  but  he  was  very  well  -convinoed, 
ibat  apen  certain  occasions  it  was  abso- 
lutdj  necessary  the  members  should  have 
fo  access  to  their  respective  Houses ; 
ibat  agreat  commercial  Bill,  the  iroporta- 
tioa  of  previaions  from  Ireland,  wouki 
prabid)]y  have  been  lost,  if  he  had  not  had 
•sccen  to  the  House  of  Peers,  to  explain 
tbe  principlea  on  which  that  Bill  went ; 
and  that  if  the  doors  of  that '  House  had 
aot  been  shot  agaitnl  the  Lords  last  ses- 
tisD,  the  Bill  for  the  secarity'of  Literary 
I'^rapeity  wonid  never  have  been  rejected 
vith  such  contempt,  after  it  had  passed 
die  House  of  Commons;  for  if  the  young 
pccfsbad  come  down  and  heard  the  ar- 
SWDeats  on  it,  it  would  have  met  with  a 
ifcrent  fate. 

Here  the  matter  drcqyped. 

Bm  for  preventing  Expences  attending 
fhctums.']  Dec.  1§.  Mr.  Roae  Fuller 
iDOfed,  that  the  last  of  the  Resolutions, 
^bieb,  upon  the  5th  of  May  last,  werere- 
pwted  from  the  committee,  who  were  ap- 
fiMiied  to  consider  of  the  laws  in  being, 
j|riyive  to  the  election  or  returns  of  mem- 
^  to  serve  in  parliament,  might  be 
*^    And  the  same  was  read  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  That,  in  some  counties  in 
wtingdom,  by  reason  of  their  great  ex- 
*Mtk  <ir'.tha  partieaiar  rituation  u  their 


county  towns,  the  freehoUers  oannoti  but 
at  their  great  cxpence,  fatigue,  aad  loss 
of  tiase,  be  convened  together  at  any  one 
place,  to  make  elections  for  knights  of  the 
shire ;  and  that  provision  should  be  made, 
that,  in  such  counties,  Ae  poll,  if  de-'^ 
m^nided,  at  the  proclamation  of  the  writ, 
may  be  taken  at  certain  di&rent  places, 
for  certain  diferent  districts  within  such 
counties.*' 

Mr.  Hoie  Fuller  then  observed,  thai  it 
appeared  at  that  time  to  the  Hovse,  that 
there  were  several  large  counties,  where  It 
was  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  free* 
holdeta  to  attend  at  an  election  for  mem- 
bers to  serve > in  parliament;  he  beg  9d 
therefore,  to  acquaint  them  with  wuat 
came  within  his  own  knowledge.  He  said, 
he  resided  in  a  county  (Sussex)  where  be 
was  eighty  milea  from  the  place  of  electioa, 
and  that  there  were  several  freeholdera 
who  lived  above  a  hundred  miles  off,  aiid 
were  obliged  to  go  to  give  their  soflVagea 
at  the  expaode  of4/.  each,  which  he  loolcad 
upon  no  less  troublesome  than  expensive. 
He  therefore  moved,  **  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  further  pre- 
venting the  expences  attending  elections 
of  knights  4>f  shires,  and  ISsr  the  more  easy 
sctendanoe  of  freeholders  at  such  eleo^ 
tions;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Cammone  an  the  Mny 
Estimates,']  Dec.  12.  The  House  Itavmg 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply^ 

Mr.  BuUer  moved,  That  16,000  men  be 
employed  for  the  Sea  Service,  for  the  year 
1775,  inoludina  4,284>  marines.  >He  pre- 
faced his  .motion  with  setting  forth,  that 
Admiral  Harland  was  daily  expected  from 
the  •  East  Indies,  with  three  sail  of  the 
line,  and  by  tliat  means  16,000  would  be 
sufficient,  which  was  4,000  less  than  last 
year. 

'Mr.  (T.  Townehend  desired  to  knew 
why  00^000  were  necessary  last  year,  and 
16y000  would  do  this  ;  and  what  quantity 
were  necessary  to  be  sent  to  America,  and 
what  proportion  left  to  guard  us  at  home. 

Mr.  BuUer  attempted  to  solve  these 
questions,  but  could  not;  he  therefore 
read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  admiral 
Amherst,  commander  at  Plymouth,  in- 
forming, that  they  had  several  supernu- 
merary seamen,  and  that  their  guard-ships 
were  full ;  that  the  number  of  ships  in 
America  were  three  third^rates,  onefoartli*-  | 
rate,  six  sixth  -rates,  seven  schooners,  and 
two  armed  vessels ;  the  number  of  seamen 
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DdhUe  in  the  ComrnotM 
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Mr.  lAUirMm<di  he  wa»  much  surprized 
to  hear  the  hon.  gentleman  mention  the 
state  of  our'  seamen  in  such  a  manner ; 
that,  had  he  heen  apprized  of  the  business 
cominff  on  that  day,  he  would  have  pre- 
pared himself  to  have  answered  him  more 
fully ;  yet  he  was  so  much  a  judge  of  ma- 
ritime aflhirs  as  to  know  it  was  impossible 
■  that  the  ships  or  seamen  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  mentioned  to  be  in  America 
could  be  there  for  some  months^  for  ships 
that  went  out  at  t^iis  season  were  prevented 
by  winds  and  weather,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  the  West  Indies  or  put 
back,  and  could  not  arrive  in  America  till 
the  spring :  that  he  should  be  glad  to  be 
informed  whether  or  not  the  seamen  sent 
.in  the  fleet  to  America  were  taken  out  of 
the  guard-ships  here,  which  consequently 
weakened  our  strength  at  home,  and  left 
us  almost  defenceless;  and  whether  the 
admiral's  account  of  the  full  complement 
of  men  did  not  include  •those  draughted 
off  to 'Other  ships,  and  sent  to  America, 
which  might  be  set  down  as  lent,  but  were 
absolutely  lost,  as  a  defence  to  this  coun- 
try, until  they  returned. 

Col.  Barreaadd^  he  had  been  informed) 
that  unless  admirid  Harland  arrived  in  ten 
days,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
arrive  in  less  than  four  months,  therefore 
the  number  of  seamen  expected  from  his 
coming  home  was  very  precarious  and  not 
to  be  depended  on. 

M n  Hartley  desired  to  know  the  num- 
ber of  ships  that  were  on  the  American 
station  before  the  present  disturbance. 

Mr.  BuUer  answered,  one  fourth- rate, 
six  sixth-rates,  seven  schooners,  two  armed 
vessels,  and  about  1,900  men. 

Coi.  BarrS  desired  to  know  what  force 
we  had  at  home  to  defend  us  against  any 
attack  of  an  enemy. 

Mr.  BuUer  replied,  5,900  men  in  the 
giMTd-ships,  and  1,168  men  in  the  other 
ships  on  the  British  and  Irish  coasts* 

Mr.  Luttrell  said,  he  was  much  afraid 
as  we  would  not  take  the  Spaniards'  words, 
that  they  would  not  take  ours,  but  take 
advantage  of  our  weakness,  and  repay 
themselves  for  the  piracies  we  committed 
prior  to  the  last  war. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Dec.  13.  Lord  John  Cavendish  begged 
leave  to  state  to  the  House  the  conduct  of 
administration  in  one  or  two  points,  parti- 
cularly respecting  the  naval  establishment 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  observed,  that 
there  was  4,0(^  seamen  voted  for  the  pre- 


sent year  less  than  the  preceding  ODe^ 
notwithstanding    the    speech    from    the 
throne  announced  the  very  critical  aod 
alarming  situation  of  affairs  in  America* 
Tliis  was  a  conduct  he  could  by  no  means 
reconcile ;  for  taking  the  speech  to  hare 
been  framed  upon  right  information,  as 
calling  for  measures  of  a  spirited  and  de- 
cisive nature,  what  sort  of  correspondence 
there  was  between  the  contents  of  the 
speech  and  the  naval  establishment,  was 
more    tlian  he  could  possibly  discover. 
But  were  he  to  declare  his  sentiments,  he 
feared  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  mi- 
nisterial trick :  a  forming  of  estimates,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  were  never  intended 
to  be  adhered  to,  or  rather  designed  as 
mere  waste  paper,  and  afterwards  surprise 
and  drive  the  House  into  grants  of  a  very 
improper  and  burdensome  nature.    Such 
bemg  his  suspicions,  he  could  not  face  his 
constituents  without  previously  knowing 
what  he  must  tell  them,  both  in  relation 
to  further  burdens,  and  what  was  involved 
in  such  an  enquiry,  if  compulsive  mea- 
sures were  really  intended  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Americans;   for  to  talk  of 
enforcing  the  acts  upon  a  reduced  esta* 
blishment,  either  naval  or  military,  was  a 
sort  of  language  fit  to  be  held  only  to 
children. 

Lord  Beauchamp  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  communicated  to  him,  that  morn- 
ing, his  intentions  of  moving  something  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  present  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  had  accordingly  apprised 
the  noble  lord  who  presided  at  the  Trea- 
sury therewith ;  and  that  his  lordship  had 
authorised  him  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
he  had  no  information  whatever  to  lay  be* 
fore  it ;  nor  measures  to  propose  respect- 
ing America.  He  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  as  the  noble  lord  was  indisposed 
and  absent,  it  would  be  better,  particularly 
as  there  was  a  very  thip  House,  to  sus- 
pend all  further  solicitude,  till  his  lordship 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  ex- 
plaining the  motives  of  his  conduct  in 
person. 

Mr.  CorwmaU  endeavoured  to  apologize 
for  the  minister's  conduct.  He  msisted, 
that  the  present  was  not  a  proper  time  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  Ame- 
rican affisurs ;  that  the  naval  reduction,  he 
presumed,  was  founded  on  good  and  sub- 
stantial reasons,  however  the  motives 
which  gave  birth  to  them  might  vary  with 
the  circumstances;  and,  that  when  the 
question  concerning  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  came  ia  a  parliamentary  way  b^ 
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fore  the  House,  every  member  would  then 
be  iuliy  et  liberty  to  deliver  his  seDtimente 
and  maintain  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Burke  answered^ and  was  extremely 
severe  on  the  conduct  of  administration. 
AiQODg  a  variety  of  other  tilings,  he  com- 
pared the  House  of  Commons  to  a  dead 
seoseiess  mass,  which  had  neither  sense, 
soul,  or  activity,  but  as  it  derived  them 
from  the  ciinister*  If  his.  lordship  bhuses 
to  tell  them  one  day,  that  Amesica.is  in  a 
state  little  short  of  actual  rebellion,  it  is 
all  irery  well ;  if  in  a  few  days  after,  he 
arqiMMnta  them,  at  second  hand,  that  he 
baa  no  information  whatever  to  authorize 
such  an  as^rtion,  who  can  doubt  his  can- 
dour and  his  veracity?  Both  assertions 
still  remain  uncontradicted,  and  all  must 
be  Btlenoe.  A  few  days  since  it  was  in- 
decent to  call  for  papers,  because  they 
could  be  had ;  to  look  for  them  now  would 
be  improper,  because  they  cannot  be  had. 
That  however  absurd  it  might  seem,  such 
a  conduct  was  nevertheless  founded  on 
system ;  for  if  matters  turned  out  well, 
the  merit  would  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
nister ;  whereas,  if  they  snould  be  attended 
with  miscarriage  or  misfortune,  it  is  no 
more  than  applying  to  parliament,  and 
every  thing  will  be  set  to  rights ;  that  is, 
**  we  despise  tlie  parliament,  who  are  our 
only  proper  and  constitutional  counsel- 
lora;  but  when  we  have  blundered  and 
ruined  our  affairs,  perhaps  beyond  a  pos- 
sibility of  redress,  then  we  will  come  to 
parliament" — to  do  what  ? — to  remedy 
what  is  incurable,  and  to  recover  what  can 
never  be  regained !  It  is  an  old  device, 
though  methioks  not  a  very  wise  one,  to 
trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  The 
book  in  which  it  is  contained,  has. the  be- 
ginning and  the  end  torn  out.  This  va- 
luable chapter  counsels  you  to  trust  to  ac- 
eidenta,  because  accidents  are  sometimes 
productive  of  good  fortune.  He  con- 
cluded his  observations  with  renlarkioff, 
that  ignorance  and  folly  are  nearly  allied ; 
that  to  effect  the  latter,  we  must  be  held 
in  Ignorance,  and  that  by  both,  we  would 
be  the  fitter  to  receive  vigilance,  activity, 
information  and  knowledge,  whenever  the 
.Duniat^'  thought  proper  to  communicate 
one  or  inspire  the  other. 

Sir  WUUam  Mayne  condemned  the 
very  extraordinary  conduct  of  those  in 
power,  in  withholding  from  the  House 
ihe  necessary  information,  or  at  least  the 
best  they  had ;  and,  laying  his  hand  on 
lus  breast,  solemnly  protested  he  would 
jBtffifBt  have  voted  &jr  the  address  without 


the  prq>osed  amendment,  had  he  imagined 
they  meant  to  refuse  the  necessary  ex- 
planations, on  which  the  speech  was  sup- 
posed to  be  founded. 

Mr.  Hartley  rising  to  speak  was  inter- 
rupted, and  informed  from  the  chair,  that 
as  there  was  no  question  before  the  House 
to  debate  on,  gentlemen  c6uld  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  in  such  a  disorderly 
manner.  However,  being  desired  to  pro- 
ceed, he  quoted  several  instances,  since 
the  year  1765,  both  by  petition  and  other- 
wise, wherein  the  Americans  offered  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  support,  by 
wav  of  requisition.  He  therefore  submit- 
ted it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  late  Acts  relative  to 
Boston,  pro  tempore^  in  order  to  see  if  the 
colonists  still  continued  to  be  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking ;  and  if  thev  did,  then  to 
have  requisitory  letters  under  the  great 
seal  issued,  and  directed  to  the  several 
provinces,  requiring  ihqm  to  contribute 
m  certain  proportions  towards  the  public 
expence. 

Lord  Beauckamp  observed,  that  the  pre* 
sent  was  no  more  than  a  desultory  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  perceived  the  hon.  gentle- 
man mistook  entirely  the  design  of  the  j 
late  Acts,  for  they  were  not  directed  to  the 
question  of  taxation,  but  were  meant  to 
apply,  as  a  particular  punishment  for  cer- 
tain outrages  and  acts  of  disobedience 
committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
alone. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  replied,  that  the 
present  conversation,  as  originating  with 
nim,  was  not  immediately  connect^  with 
the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  or  America,  but  was  simply  in- 
tended to  prevent  a  deceit  being  put  or 
practised  on  the  House  by  framing  ideal  * 
estimates,  which  were  afterwards,  at  a  very 
improper  season,  perhaps,  meant  to  be  in- 
creased. 

Lord  Beattchamp  reminded  the  House 
how  very  irregular  it  was  to  continue  to 
debate  in  this  manner ;  and  said,  that  as 
the  army  estimates  were  to  be  taken  into  * 
consideration  on  the  16th,  when  probably 
the  House  would  be  full,  and  the  noble 
lord,  who  could  give  satisfaction  in  this 
business,  would  be  present,  begged  that 
any  further  consideration  of  it  might  be 
deferred  till*  that  day. 

Captain  LtUtrell  replied.  That  this  was  a 
very  uncommon  way  of  satisfying  the 
House ;  for,  by  this  mode  of  reasoning, 
if  the  noble  lord  should  not,  or  could  not 
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Mr.  LvitrMmA  he  was  much  gurprized 
to  hear  the  hoo.  gentleman  mention  the 
state  of  our*  seamen  in  such  a  mamer ; 
that,  had  he  heen  apprized  of  the  business 
cominff  on  that  day^  he  would  have  pre- 
pared himself  to  have  answered  him  more 
fully ;  yet  he  was  so  much  a  judge  of  ma- 
ritime afiairs  as  to  know  it  was  impossible 
that  the  ships  or  seamen  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  mentioned  to  be  in  America 
could  be  there  for  some  months,  for  ships 
that  went  out  at  this  season  were  prerented 
by  winds  and  weather,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  the  West  Indies  or  put 
back,  and  could  not  arrive  in  America  till 
the  spring :  that  he  should  be  glad  to  be 
informed  whether  or  not  the  seamen  sent 
.in  the  fleet  to  America  were  taken  out  of 
the  guard-ships  liere,  which  consequently 
weakened  our  strength  at  home,  and  left 
us  almost  defenceless;  and  whether  the 
admiral's  account  of  the  full  complement 
of  men  did  not  include  .those  draughted 
off  tot>ther  ships,  and  sent  to  America, 
which  might  be  set  down  as  lent,  but  were 
absolutely  lost,  as  a  defence  to  this  coun- 
try, until  thev  returned. 

CoL  J9arr/ said,  he  had  been  informed) 
that  unless  admind  Harland  arrived  in  ten 
da3rs,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
arrive  in  less  than  four  months,  therefore 
the  number  of  seamen  expected  from  his 
coming  home  was  very  precarious  and  not 
to  be  depended  on. 

Mr.  Hartley  desired  to  know  the  num- 
ber of  ships  that  were  on  the  American 
station  before  the  present  disturbance. 

Mr.  BuUer  answered,  one  fourth- rate, 
six  sixth-rates,  seven  schooners,  two  armed 
vessels,  and  about  1,900  men. 

Coi.  BarrS  desired  to  know  what  force 
we  had  at  home  to  defend  us  against  any 
attack  of  an  enemy. 

Mr.  BuUer  replied,  5,900  men  in  the 
guard-ships,  and  1,168  men  in  the  other 
ships  on  the  British  and  Irish  coasts. 

Mr.  Luitreil  said,  he  was  much  afraid 
as  we  would  not  take  the  Spaniards'  words, 
that  they  would  not  take  ours,  but  take 
advantage  of  our  weakness,  and  repay 
themselves  for  the  piracies  we  committed 
prior  to  the  last  war. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Dec  13.  Lord  John  CavendUh  begged 
leave  to  state  to  the  House  the  conduct  of 
administration  in  one  or  two  points,  parti- 
cularly respecting  the  naval  establishment 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  observed,  that 
there  was  4,0(X)  seamen  voted  for  the  pre- 


sent year  less  than  the  preceding  one, 
notwithstanding  the  speech  from  the 
throne  announced  the  very  critical  and 
alarmmg  situation  of  afbirs  in  America* 
This  was  a  conduct  he  could  by  no  measia 
reconcile ;  for  taking  the  sptech  to  hare 
been  framed  upon  right  information,  aa 
calling  for  measures  of  a  spirited  and  de- 
cisive nature,  what  sort  of  correspondence 
there  was  between  the  contents  of  the 
speech  and  the  naval  establishment,  waa 
more  than  he  could  possibly  discover. 
But  were  he  to  declare  his  sentiments,  he 
feared  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  mi- 
nisterial trick:  a  forming  of  estimates,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  were  never  intended 
to  be  adhered  to,  or  rather  designed  aa 
mere  waste  paper,  and  afterwards  surprise 
and  drive  the  House  into  grants  of  a  very 
improper  and  burdensome  nature.  Such 
bemg  his  suspicions,  he  could  not  face  hia 
constituents  without  previously  knowing 
what  he  must  tell  them,  both  in  relation 
to  further  burdens,  and  what  was  involved 
in  such  an  enquiry,  if  compulsive  mea- 
sures were  really  intended  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Americans;  for  to  talk  of 
enforcing  the  acts  upon  a  reduced  esta* 
blishment,  either  naval  or  military,  was  a 
sort  of  language  fit  to  be  held  only  to 
children. 

Lord  Beauchamp  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  communicated  to  him,  that  morn- 
ing, his  intentions  of  moving  something  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  present  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  had  accordingly  apprised 
the  noble  lord  who  presided  at  the  Trea- 
sury therewith ;  and  that  his  lordship  had 
authorised  him  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
he  had  no  information  whatever  to  lay  be- 
fore it ;  nor  measures  to  propose  respect- 
ing America.  He  was  tlierefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  as  the  noble  lord  was  indisposed 
and  absent,  it  would  be  better,  particularly 
as  there  was  a  very  tbi^  House,  to  sus- 
pend all  further  solicitude,  till  his  lordship 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  ex- 
plaining the  motives  of  his  conduct  in 
person. 

Mr.  Comtoail  endeavoured  to  apologise 
for  the  minister's  conduct.  He  insisted, 
that  the  present  was  not  a  proper  time  te 
enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  Ame- 
rican affisurs ;  that  the  naval  reduction,  he 
presumed,  was  founded  on  good  and  sub- 
stantial reasons,  however  the  motives 
which  gave  birth  to  them  might  vary  with 
the  circumstances;  and,  that  when  the 
question  concerning  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  came  ia  a  parliamentary  way  bc^ 
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foie  the  Hoose,  every  member  woald  then 
be  fiiliy  at  liberty  to  deliver  bis  sentimentB 
aod  maiatain  his  opinions. 

Mr*  Burke  anawered»and  was  extremely 
Kfere  on  the  conduct  of  administration. 
Among  a  variety  of  other  things,  he  com- 
pared the  House  of  Commons  to  a  dead 
leosdess  maas,  which  had  neither  sense, 
MMiIfOr  activity^  but  as  it  derived  them 
from  the  minister.  If  his.  lordship  bhuses 
to  tell  them  one  davt  that  Ameiica.is  in  a 
stite  little  short  of  actual  rebellion,  it  is 
dl  ?ery  well ;  if  in  a  few  days  after,  he 

auaints  them,  at  second  hand,  that  he 
i  DO  information  whatever  to  authorize 
aich  an  assertion,  who  can  doubt  his  can- 
dour aod  hia  veracity?  Both  assertions 
still  remain  uncontradicted,  and  all  must 
be  silence.  A  few  days  since  it  was  in- 
deeeDt  to  call  for  papers,  because  they 
could  be  had ;  to  look  for  them  now  would 
be  improper,  because  they  cannot  be  had. 
That  however  absurd  it  might  seem,  such 
a  conduct  waa  nevertheless  founded  on 
system ;  for  if  matters  turned  out  well, 
the  merit  would  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
nister ;  whereaa,  if  they  snould  be  attended 
with  miscarriage  or  misfortune,  it  is  no 
more  than  applying  to  parliament,  and 
every  thing  will  be  set  to  rights ;  that  is, 
**  we  despise  the  parliament,  who  are  our 
^y  proper  and  constitutional  counsel- 
lors; but  when  we  have  blundered  and 
ruined  our  afikirs,  perhaps  beyond  a  pos- 
sibility of  redress,  then  we  will  come  to 
parliaineut'' — to  do  what? — to  remedy 
what  is  incurable,  and  to  recover  what  can 
never  be  regained !  It  is  an  old  device, 
thoogh  methinks  not  a  very  wise  one,  to 
trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  The 
book  in  which  it  is  contained,  has. the  be- 
giooiog  and  the  end  torn  out*  This  va^ 
loable  chapter  counsels  you  to  trust  to  ac- 
tidents,  because  accidents  are  sometimes 
productive  of  good  fortune.  He  con- 
cbded  his  observations  with  reolarkinff, 
that  ignorance  and  folly  are  nearly  allied ; 
|hat  to  effect  the  latter,  we  must  be  held 
iQ  ignorance,  and  that  by  both,  we  would 
be  the  fitter  to  receive  vigilance,  activity, 
information  and  knowledge,  whenever  the 
minister  thought  proper  to  communicate 
oae  or  inspire  the  other. 

Bir  WiUiam  Mayne  condemned  the 
^7  extraordinary  conduct  of  those  in 
P|Dwer,  in  withholding  from  the  House 
ihe  necessary  information,  or  at  least  the 
^  they  had ;  and*  laying  his  hand  on 
his  breast,  solemnly  protested  he  would 
'^er  have  voted  for  the  address  without 


the  proposed  amendment,  had  he  imagined 
they  meant  to  refuse  the  necessary  ex- 
planations, on  which  the  speech  was  sup- 
posed to  be  founded. 

Mr.  Hartley  rising  to  speak  was  inter- 
rupted, and  informed  from  the  chair,  that 
as  there  was  no  question  before  the  House 
to  debate  on,  gentlemen  c6uld  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  in  such  a  disorderly 
manner.  However,  being  desired  to  pro- 
ceedi  he  quoted  several  instances,  since 
the  year  1765,  both  by  petition  and  other- 
wise, wherein  the  Americans  offered  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  support,  by 
wav  of  requisition.  He  therefore  submit- 
ted it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  late  Acts  relative  to 
Boston,  pro  tempore  %  in  order  to  see  if  the 
colonists  still  continued  to  be  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking ;  and  if  thev  did,  then  to 
have  requisitory  letters  under  the  great 
seal  issued,  and  directed  to  the  several 
provincesi  requiring  them  to  contribute 
m  certain  proportions  towards  the  public 
expence. 

Lord  Beauchamp  observed,  that  the  pre* 
sent  was  no  more  than  a  desultory  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  perceived  the  hon.  gentle- 
man mistook  entirely  the  design  of  the  j 
late  Acts,  for  they  were  not  directed  to  the 
question  of  taxation,  but  were  meant  to 
apply,  as  a  particular  punishment  for  cer- 
tain outrages  and  acts  of  disobedience 
committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
alone. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  replied,  that  the 
present  conversation,  as  originating  with 
nim,  was  not  immediately  connect^  with 
the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  or  America,  but  was  simply  in- 
tended to  prevent  a  deceit  being  put  or 
practised  on  the  House  by  framing  ideal  r 
estimates,  which  were  afterwards,  at  a  very 
improper  season,  perhaps,  meant  to  be  in- 
creased. 

Lord  Beauchamp  reminded  the  House 
how  very  irregular  it-  was  to  continue  to 
debate  in  this  manner ;  and  said,  that  as 
the  army  estimates  were  to  be  taken  into  ' 
consideration  on  the  16th,  when  probably 
the  House  would  be  full,  and  the  noble 
lord,  who  could  give  satisfaction  in  this 
business,  would  be  present,  begged  that 
any  further  consideration  of  it  might  be 
deferred  till*  that  day. 

Captain  LuttreU  replied,  That  this  was  a 
very,  uncommon  way  of  satisfying  the 
House ;  for,  by  this  mode  of  reasonings 
if  the  noble  lord  should  not,  or  could  not 
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Mr.  LuitreU  said  he  was  much  surprized 
to  hear  the  hon.  gentleman  mention  the 
state  of  our' seamen  in  such  a  mamer; 
that,  had  he  been  apprized  of  the  business 
coming  on  that  day,  he  would  have  pre- 
pared himself  to  have  answered  him  more 
fully ;  yet  he  was  so  much  a  judge  of  ma- 
ritime afiairs  as  to  know  it  was  impossible 
that  the  ships  or  seamen  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  mentioned  to  be  in  America 
could  be  there  for  some  months,  for  ships 
that  went  out  att^s  season  were  prevented 
by  winds  and  weather,  so  that  they  were 
obliged,  to  go  to  the  West  Indies  or  put 
back,  and  could  not  arrive  in  America  till 
the  spring :  that  he  shoukl  be  glad  to  be 
informed  whether  or  not  the  seamen  sent 
.in  the  fleet  to  America  were  taken  out  of 
the  guard-ships  liere,  which  consequently 
weakened  our  strength  at  home,  and  left 
us  almost  defenceless;  and  whether  the 
admiral's  account  of  the  full  complement 
of  men  did  not  include  those  draughted 
off  to 'Other  ships,  and  sent  to  America, 
which  might  be  set  down  as  lent,  but  were 
absolutely  lost,  as  a  defence  to  this  coun- 
try, until  thev  returned. 

CoL  Barreaadd,  he  had  been  informed) 
that  unless  admired  Harland  arrived  in  ten 
•days,  it  would  be  impossible  fot  him  to 
arrive  in  less  than  four  months,  therefore 
the  number  of  seamen  expected  from  his 
conung  home  was  very  precarious  and  not 
to  be  depended  on. 

Mr.  Hartley  desired  to  know  the  num- 
ber of  ships  that  were  on  the  American 
station  before  the  present  disturbance. 

Mr.  BuUer  answered,  one  fourth- rate, 
six  sixth-rates,  seven  schooners,  two  armed 
vessels,  and  about  1,900  men. 

Coi.  BarrS  desired  to  know  what  force 
we  had  at  home  to  defend  us  against  any 
attack  of  an  enemy. 

Mr.  BuUer  replied,  5,900  men  in  the 
guard-ships,  and  1,168  men  in  the  other 
ships  on  the  British  and  Irish  coasts* 

Mr.  Luitrell  said,  he  was  much  afraid 
as  we  would  not  take  the  Spaniards'  words, 
that  they  would  not  take  ours,  but  take 
advantage  of  our  weakness,  and  repay 
themselves  for  the  piracies  we  committed 
prior  to  the  last  war. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Dec  13.  Lord  John  Cavendish  begged 
leave  to  state  to  the  House  the  conduct  of 
admitiistration  in  one  or  two  points,  parti- 
cularly respecting  the  naval  establishment 
for  the  ensuing  year.  He  observed,  that 
there  was  4,000  seamen  voted  for  the  pre- 


sent year  less  than  the  preceding  one^ 
notwithstanding  the  speech  from  the 
throne  announced  the  very  critical  and 
alarming  situation  of  affiiirs  in  America* 
This  was  a  conduct  he  could  by  no  measw 
reconcile ;  for  taking  the  speech  to  have 
been  framed  upon  right  information,  aa 
calling  for  measures  of  a  spirited  and  de- 
cisive nature,  what  sort  of  correspondence 
there  was  between  the  contents  of  the 
speech  and  the  naval  establishment,  waa 
more  than  he  could  possibly  discover. 
But  were  he  to  declare  his  sentiments,  he 
feared  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  mi- 
nisterial trick :  a  forming  of  estimates,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  were  never  intended 
to  be  adhered  to,  or  rather  designed  aa 
mere  waste  paper,  and  afterwards  surprise 
and  drive  the  House  into  grants  of  a  very 
improper  and  burdensome  nature.  Such 
bemg  his  suspicions,  he  could  not  face  hia 
constituents  without  previously  knowing 
what  he  must  tell  them,  both  in  relation 
to  further  burdens,  and  what  was  involved 
in  such  an  enquiry,  if  compulsive  mea^ 
sures  were  really  intended  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Americans;  for  to  talk  of 
enforcing  the  acts  upon  a  reduced  esta^ 
blishment,  either  naval  or  military,  was  a 
sort  of  language  fit  to  be  held  only  to 
children. 

Lord  Beanchamp  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  communicated  to  him,  that  room- 
ing, his  intentions  of  moving  something  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  present  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  had  accordingly  apprised 
the  noble  lord  who  presided  at  the  Trea* 
sury  therewith ;  and  that  his  lordship  had 
authorised  him  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
he  had  no  information  wliatever  to  lay  be- 
fore it ;  nor  measures  to  propose  respect- 
ing America.  He  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  as  the  noble  lord  was  indisposed 
and  absent,  it  would  be  better,  particularly 
as  there  was  a  very  tbl^  House,  to  sus- 
pend all  further  solicitude,  till  his  lordship 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  ex* 
plaining  the  motives  of  his  conduct  in 
person. 

Mr.  ComtoaU  endeavoured  to  apologize 
for  the  minister's  conduct.  He  msisted, 
that  the  present  was  not  a  proper  time  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  Ame- 
rican affiurs ;  that  the  naval  reduction,  he 
presumed,  was  founded  on  good  and  sub- 
stantial reasons,  however  the  motivea 
which  gave  birth  to  them  might  vary  with 
the  circumstances;  and,  that  when  the 
question  concerning  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  came  ia  a  parliamentary  way  b^ 
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fofe  the  House,  every  member  would  then 
be  fully  at  liberty  to  deliver  hw  sentimeote 
aod  maiDtain  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Burke  anawered^-and  was  extremely 
severe  oa  the  conduct  of  administration. 
AmoDg  a  variety  of  other  things,  he  com- 
pared the  House  of  Commons  to  a  dead 
senseless  mass,  which  had  neither  sense, 
sool,  or  activity,  but  as  it  derived  them 
iitHD  the  minister.  If  his.  lordship  bhuses 
to  tell  them  one  day,  that  Ametica.is  in  a 
state  little  short  of  actual  rebellion,  it  is 
aU  very  well ;  if  in  a  few  days  alter,  he 

auaints  them,  at  second  hand,  that  he 
i  no  information  whatever  to  authorize 
soch  sm  as^rtion,  who  can  doubt  his  can- 
dour and  his  veracity^  Both  assertions 
sliU  remain  uncontradicted,  and  all  must 
be  silence.  A  few  days  since  it  was  in- 
decent to  call  for  papers,  because  they 
eould  be  had ;  to  look  for  them  now  would 
be  improper,  because  they  cannot  be  had. 
That  however  absurd  it  might  seem,  such 
a  conduct  was  nevertheless  founded  on 
system ;  for  if  matters  turned  out  well, 
the  merit  would  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
nister ;  whereas,  if  they  sliould  be  attended 
with  miscarriage  or  misfortune,  it  is  no 
more  than  applying  to  parliament,  and 
every  thing  will  be  set  to  rights ;  that  is, 
**  we  despise  the  parliament,  who  are  our 
only  proper  and  constitutional  counsd- 
lofs;  but  when  we  have  blundered  and 
rained  our  affairs,  perhaps  bcyoud  a  pos- 
sibility of  redress,  then  we  wfll  come  to 
parlianient" — to  do  what  ?— -to  remedy 
what  is  incurable,  and  to  recover  what  can 
never  be  regained !  It  is  an  old  device, 
though  methioks  not  a  very  wise  one,  to 
trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  The 
book  in  which  it  is  contained,  has. the  be- 
ginning and  the  end  torn  out.  This  va- 
luable chapter  counsels  you  to  trust  to  ac- 
cidents, because  accidents  are  sometimes 
productive  of  good  fortune.  He  con- 
duded  his  observations  with  remarking, 
that  ignorance  and  folly  are  nearly  allied ; 
that  to  effect  the  latter,  we  must  be  held 
in  ignorance,  and  that  by  both,  we  would 
be  the  fitter  to  receive  vigilance,  activity, 
information  and  knowledge,  whenever  the 
.minister  thought  proper  to  communicate 
one  or  in^ire  the  other. 

Sir  Witiiam  Mayne  condemned  the 
very  extraordinary  conduct  of  those  in 
power,  in  withholding  from  the  House 
Jthe  necessary  information,  or  at  least  the 
best  they  had ;  and,  laying  his  hand  on 
his  breast,  solemnly  protested  he  would 
have  voled  for  the  address  without 


the  proposed  amendment,  had  he  imagined 
they  meant  to  refuse  the  necessary  ex- 
planations, on  which  the  speech  was  sup- 
posed to  be  founded. 

Mr.  Hartley  rising  to  speak  was  inter- 
rupted, and  informed  from  the  chair,  that 
as  there  was  no  question  before  the  House 
to  debate  on,  gentlemen  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  in  such  a  disorderly 
manner.  However,  being  desired  to  pro- 
ceed, he  quoted  several  instances,  since 
the  year  1765,  both  by  petition  and  other- 
wise, wherein  the  Americans  offered  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  support,  by 
way  of  requisition.  He  therefore  submit- 
ted it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  late  Acts  relative  to 
Boston,  pro  tempore^  in  order  to  see  if  the 
colonists  still  continued  to  be  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking ;  and  if  thev  did,  then  to 
have  requisitory  letters  under  the  great 
seal  issued,  and  directed  to  the  several 
provinces,  requiring  ihem  to  contribute 
m  certain  proportions  towards  the  public 
expence. 

Lord  Beauchamp  observed,  that  the  pre* 
sent  was  no  more  than  a  desultory  conver- 
sation ;  that  he  perceived  the  hon.  gentle- 
man mistook  entirely  the  design  of  the  ; 
late  Acts,  for  they  were  not  directed  to  the 
question  of  taxation,  but  were  meant  to 
apply,  as  a  particular  punishment  for  cer- 
tain outrages  and  acts  of  disobedience 
committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
alone. 

Lord  John  Ca'oenduh  replied,  that  the 
present  conversation,  as  originating  with 
nim,  was  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  or  America,  but  was  simply  in- 
tended to  prevent  a  deceit  beinp  put  or 
practised  on  the  House  by  framing  ideal  «■ 
estimates,  which  were  afterwards,  at  a  very 
improper  season,  perhaps,  meant  to  be  in- 
creased. 

Lord  Beauchamp  reminded  the  House 
how  very  irregular  it  was  to  continue  to 
debate  in  this  manner ;  and  said,  that  as 
the  army  estimates  were  to  be  taken  into  * 
consideration  on  the  16th,  when  probably 
the  House  would  be  &11,  and  the  noUe 
lord,  who  could  give  satisfaction  in  this 
business,  would  be  present,  begged  that 
any  further  consideration  of  it  might  be 
deferred  till*  that  day. 

Captain  LuUreU  replied.  That  this  was  a 
very,  uncommon  way  of  satisfying  the 
House ;  for,  by  this  mode  of  reasoning, 
if  the  noble  lord  should  not,  or  could  not 
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«ttendy  iheji  miud  suAHnit,  and  ^^o  Co  die 
country  without  any  information  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  Ro9€  FidlerBaidf  a  motion  ought  to 
be  made  before  the  holidays,  for  a  com- 
mittee on  the  present  state  of  America. 

Debate  in  the  Comnums  on  the  Army 
EMmaies.^  ^^c.  16.  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Lord  Barrington  moved,  that  a  number 
of  land  forces,  including  1,522  invalids, 
amounting  to  17,54^7  effective  men,  com- 
mission and  non-commission  officers  in- 
cluded, be  employed  for  the  year  1775. 

Mr.  Rase  Fuller  desired  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  troops  serving  in  Ame- 
rica were  stationed;  and  what  number 
were  now  on  service  at  Boston,  or  were 
intended  for  it  ? 

Lord  Barringkm  answered,  that  the 
force  now  on  duty  there,  consisted  of 
•even- battalions  and  five  companies  of  ar- 
tillery ;  and  he  knew  official!  v,  there  were 
three  battalions  more  ordered  to  join  those 
at  Boston. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  that  he  had  no  motion 
to  make,  but'should  be  glad  to  know  from 
the  noble  lond  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
if  he  had  any  information  to  ky  before  the 
House,  or  any  roeasuroB  to  propose  re- 
specting America ;  because,  if  ne  had  not, 
he  thought  it  the  duty  of  parliament  to  in- 
terpose and  call  for  papers,  and  proceed 
on  such  information,  however  defective,  as 
well  as  they  could.  He  added,  diat  he 
looked  upon  the  measures  adopted- by  the 
last  parliament,  impolitic  and  impracti- 
cable ;  and  that  they  could  nevei'  be  pru- 
dently or  e6ectually  put  in  execution. 

Lord  North  confessed  the  very  great 
importance  of  the  subject  now  mentioned. 
He  sttd,  it  would  require  the  utmost  dili- 
gence and  attention,  as  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  magnitude  ever  debated  within 
Uiose  walls.  He  could  not,  he  said,  en- 
tirely acquiesce  in  the  condemnation  of 
measures  nastily,  which  had  been  taken  up 
and  adopted  upon  such  weighty  motives ; 
that  at  tne  time,  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
tel  precisely  how  they  might  answer ;  but 
the  shortness  of  the  time  and  other  cir- 
cumstances considered,  they  ought  to  have 
«  fiur  trud  before  they  were  reprobated ; 
and  that  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  them 
could  be  only  finally  known  in  the  event. 
'He  concluded  bj  assurmg  the  House,  that 
lie  had  information  to  lay  before  it,  short- 
ly after  the  holidays ;  and  that  he  would  so 
-w  adopt  his  hon.  fiiend's  ideaa 


him^  (Mr.  Fuller)  as  to  propose  to  appoint 
a  committee  for  taking  the  afiurs  of  Ame- 
rica  into  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  Tovonskend  declined  entering 
into  any  considevation  of  the  present  stale 
of  America ;  but  desired  to  know  from  the 
noble  lord,  whether  the  present  -estimate 
were  meant  to  be -real  ones,  or  whether  io* 
tended  to  be  held  ont  to  the  House  and 
thepnbiic,  as  very  moderate;  while  they 
were  to  be- led,  unawares,  into  a  heavy  ex- 
pence,  under  the  heffds  of  an  encreased 
navy  debt,  services  inoarred,  andtiot  pr»* 
vided  for,  and  peibaps  a  vote  of  credit  ? 

Lord  North  replied,*  the  forces  now  de- 
Hianded  were  snfficieBt,  unless  from  the 
conduct  of  the  other  colonies  it  should  be 
judged-  necessary  to  extend  the  line  willi 
respect  to  them. 

Governor  Johnstone  said :  1  think  a- tree 
determination  upon  this  question  can  only 
be  made  ailer  knowing  the  plan  which  tfie 
gentlemen  in  «ldrainistvation  are  resolved 
to  pursue,  wflh  reepeot  to  Aroerieui  af- 
fairs. It  h  now  clear,  that  the  people  ef 
America,  actuated  with  the  same  firm  aad 
-resolute  spirit,  andt  tinctured  with  the  sane  ' 
enthusiasm  which  enabled  our  ancestors  fo 
withstand  the  unjost  claims  of  Ibe  crown, 
in  the  days  of  Charles  the  1st,  are  deter* 
mined  to  resist  the  high  doetriees  of  par- 
liamentary supremacy,  held  forth  by  this 
country,  whicii  must,  in  its  consequencesy 
reduce  their  liberties  to  a  level  with  the 
colonies  of  France  and  *  Spain.  If  we  are 
resolved  to  adhere  to  those  incomprefaen- 
sible  tenets,  echoed  with  so  much  applause 
in  the  last  parliament,  and  on  the  first  day 
of  the  present  sessions,  nothing  but  tbe 
sword  can  now  decide  the  contest.  In  that 
event  it  is  in  vain  to  suppose  that  the  peace 
establishment  of  the  army  now  proposed 
will  be  sufficient ;  for  every  wise  man  most 
foresee,  that  our  rivals  in  '  Europe  canaet 
be  idle  spectators  in  such  a  scene.  Sup- 
posing then,  a  sufficient  force  is  employed 
to  subdue  the  Americans, 'this  country 
must  be  left  destitute  of  the  secessary  ^fe- 
fence.  Neman  is  leaa  desirous  of  aug- 
menting a  military  estaMishment  than  my- 
self. I  foresee  that  the  liberiies  of  this 
country  must,  in  the  end,  fidi  a  sacrifice 
to  that  power  which  has  aniahtlafeed  the 
rights  oif  ennkind  in  other  states.  Be- 
tween the  danger  from  abroad,  and  Ae 
danger  from  those  who  are  to  defend  ua, 
according  to  the  present  establishments  ef 
Europe,  the  situation  is  very  nice.  For 
my  own  part,  however  wisely  the  militsiiy 
system  is  interwoven  into  our  constitulii 
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■  tiow  of  pdkoe,  dtizeii  and  soldier 
hippiljr  iBtennisiiiig  with  each  other  in 
dinpnTilegei,  yet  upon  an  invasion,  or  a 
Mimt^  when  men  of  high  minds  come 
to  aaerable  in  mSitarj  camps,  with  the 
veipoBS  is  dieir  hands,  the  contagion  of 
psvfr  will  soon  spread ;  nevertheiess,  we 
■sit  laaiMtiitt  (though  wilfa  a  watdifut 
m)  a  aeceasBfy  force  for  defence,  in  case 
or  iarasion.  I  speak  as  a  seaman,  con- 
fident, thai  whenerer  France  shall  6tod  an 
esterjiriii^  officer,  capable  of  conducting 
Ndi  an  attempt  with  skiH  and  resolution, 
tht  die  landing  of  an  armj^  in  thiscoun- 
liyiiiiot  to  be  prerented,  by  all  the  ships 
St  csn  ana,  while  the  elements  continue 
n  fsrious,  and  the  distance  so  short* 
That  me  serend  methods  to  accomplish 
tUi,  which  I  shall  not  repeat  here,  from 
pnieatisl  motives ;  bot  I  am  so  convinced 
tf  die  troth  of  mjrassertion,  that  I  consider 
it  Si  the  doty  of  every  man  in  this  countrv 
to  be  leady  to  dispute  the  ^e  of  this 
kagdomon  a  battle;  and  if  we  are  left 
^miat  a  neceaaaiy  strength  to  support 
vsmng  minds  in  such  a  conjoncture, 
vUe  we  are  thinking  of  depriving  our  M- 
W-€itisens  of  their  just  and  legal  rights 
is  Aneriea,  we  may,  as  a  proper  punish- 
Best,  lose  oor  own.  It  is  true,'  roat,  by 
IJJ^psseaa  vote,  we  do  not  oredode  our- 
mi  from  an  angmentaliotf  in  the  course 
ofllieseuion,  in  case  the  exigencies  of 
tk  Mate  shall  require  it,  and  so  far  I  am 
viBiia  to  assent  to  the  present  motion ; 
^  .  ^  gentlemen  in  adminislration 
*iil«  in  the  mean  time,  draw  no  merit 
^m  proposing  so  low  an  estabtbhment, 
viNi  they  intend  to  alter  their  measures ; 
tMoe  it  is  undoebtedly  inadequate  to  our 
*<tQatioB;  and  I  would  likewise  caution 
tk  landed  interest,  not  to  plume  them- 
<dHS  on  the  escape  they  have  made, 
^Me  it  is  eqisalW  evident,  a  further  taxa- 
^  if  not  included  in  the  general  vote  of 
^  yesr,  most  be  demanded  by  extraordi- 
ims,  or  a  vote  of  credit,  to  meet  them 
Btttsemion,  nnder  the  multiplied  expences 
^thst  mode  of  raismg  money. 

Witfa-rt^td  to  the  navy»  I  confess  it  to 
D^treoMly  hard,  that  the  noble  k^d 
yd  he  attacked  in  the  last  session  of 
NiasKBt  for  too  great  profusion,  and 
WNd  in  tiria  for  the  reductioh  that  was 
wi  deemed  neeessarjr :  biftlamnotone 
;^jwie  who  ate  captWatM  with  a  simple 
F*Va"tion  upon  paper,  when  all  the 
**^ues  of  extravagance  are  kept  open ; 
^  the  situation  of  oor  affairs,  from  the 
judged  pelicyi  necesaarily  leadr  us 


to  open  these  sluices  of  expence.  It  ia 
therefore  in  vain  to  hold  out  ceconomical 
resolutions  in  our  votes,  when  our  con« 
duct  must  produce  a  contrary  eftct  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  sentiments  of 
gentlemen  on  the  subject  of  American 
affairs  begin  to  alter.  I  hope,  they  will 
now  see  what  men,  uncorrupled  by  the 
luxurious  vices  of  a  great  capital,  areca^ 
pable  of  suffering,  in  support  of  essential 
privilegea;  and  that  the  nattering  expec* 
tations  of  seeing  America  at  our  feet,  arw 
now  vanished. 

To  those  who  concehnrthat  men  are  ta 
yield  their  riffhts  from  opprcMion  and  dts* 
tress,  I  would  recall  to  their  memory  tho 
sttlforings  of  the  late  parliament  of  nris« 
The  hajffhty  mind  of  a  debauched  mi- 
nister and  an  imperious  chancellor  had  in- 
duced the  late  king  of  France  to  violate 
ail  the  ancient  and  established  privile^' 
of  that  august  body,  the  only  remainmg' 
check  against  the  despotism  of  the  mo* 
narch :  even  men  of  wit  and  genuia  were 
found  base  enouflh  to  vilify  the  claims  of 
the  parliament ;  for  I  am  sorry  to  observe, 
that  fortitude  of  mind  does  not  always 
accompany  excellent  talents;  and  that' 
many  men  possessing  those  rare  gifts  are 
too  often  induced  to  lend  their  ingemiity 
to  the  hand  that  pays  them,  in  support  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  day.  Is  it  possible!' 
for  any  of  the  people  of  America  to  un- 
dergo greater  diitress  than  those  worthy 
paitriots  in  France  have  soflered?  De- 
prived of  their  office  and  subsistence,  ba- 
nished from  their  friends,  vilified  by  the 
court,  no  prospect  of  a  change;  yet  sup« 
ported  by  principle  and  a  eood  con- 
science, they  have  now  seen  their  day  of 
triumph,  and  felt  the  reward  of ^  virtue ; 
securing  to  their  country,  by  their  perse- 
verance, more  essential  rights  than  have 
been  obtained  by  three  civil  wars.  After 
such  concessions  from  the  king  of  France, 
shall  the  king  of  Great  Britain  be  ashamed 
to  yidd  to  the  just  cries  of  two  miUiona  of 
his  subjects! 

I   know  all  the  arguments  which  are 
used  to  entangle  weak  men  in  support  of 
the  present  arbitrary  tenets.     The  sub- 
ject, indeed,  k  complicated ;  and  men  are* 
confounded,  more  than  convinced.    It  it' 
said  that  legislation  existing  in  theparlh* 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  taxation,  which  la 
a  part  of  legislation,  must  necessarily  be 
included.     The  various  privileges  which 
subsist  in  every  iVee  state,  are  hardly  toy 
be  detertnihed  by  any  reasoning  dprioru 
Sudi  dilemmas  dccw  on*  eveij  subject. 
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Can  any  position  appear  uiore  ridiculous 
to  those  who  maintain  the  doctrines  of 
virtual   representation,   than,  that  a  bo* 
rough  should  send  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment, without  house  or  inhabitant  ?  And 
yet  there  are  many  who  hear  me,  strenu- 
ous advocates  agamst  American  charters, 
that  hold  their  seats  in  this  House  under 
iuch  a  curious   representation.     At  the 
same  time,  I  confess  the  basis  of  the  con- 
stitution depends  on  preserving  their  pri- 
vileges entire,  since  no  man  can  say  how 
^£ir  the  reform  would  reach;    and    the 
whole  art  of  gdvernment  consists  in  pre- 
serving to  every  one  his  established  rights. 
The  most  certain  science  we  know,  is  ma- 
thematics; yet,  if  I  was  to  say  to  many 
juen,  that  two  lines  might  approach  nearer 
and  nearer  to  all  eternity,  and  never  could 
meet,  they  would  think  the  assertion  ridi- 
culous and  absurd.    Nevertheless,  there  is 
nothing  so  certain  as  the  truth  of  that 
theorem.    It.is  equally  true,  that  legisla- 
tion may  exist  without  the  power  of  tax- 
ation.    The  kingdom  of  Ireland,  within 
our  own  dominions,  is  a  proof  of  what 
these  learned  gentlemen  assert  to  be  so 
impossible.  •  A  worthy  member,  in  my 
eye  (Mr:  Rigby^  being  pressed  with  this 
argument  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
from  the  fairness  of  his  mind,  he  avowed, 
as  his  opinion,  ^  that  we  could  tax  Ire- 
land.'   1  remember  there  were  some  gen- 
tlemen in  the  gallery  when  this  declara- 
tion was  made,  whom  I  immediately  per- 
ceived, by  the  contorsions  in  their  counte- 
nance, to  be  Irish  members.    Next  day 
the  worthy  member  chose  to  make  some 
apology  to  his  friends.    He  said,  no  pa- 
rallel could  be  drawn  between  Ireland  and 
the  colonies;  for  Ireland  had  a  parapher- 
nalia ;  and  this  satisfied  both  the  English 
and  Irish  members.    For  my  part,  I  do 
iK>t  see  what  difficulty  can  occur,  in  leav- 
ing the  different  colonies  on  the  same  foot- 
ing of  raising  money  by  requisition,  as 
from  the   people  of  Ireland.      If  it   is 
thought  this  manner  of  raising  supplies 
might  throw  too  much  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  that  power  might  be 
limited,  so  as  not  to  be  exerted,  except 
upon  the  address  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, such  as  has  been  lately  adopted 
respecting  the  prerogative  in  regulating 
the  coin.   .1  am  still   hopeful,  that  the 
tease  chord,  on  which  our  American  cfeed 
has  been  said  and  sung,  will  be  relaxed.    I 
think  I  perceive  the  tone  of  the  noble 
lord  is  not  so  loud,  or  so  lofly,  as  on  some 
former  debates  on  this  subject.    I  hope  it 
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does  not  proceed  from  want  of  hedtfa,  in 
which  case,  no  man  could  feel  more  .sor- 
row for  his  lordship  than  myself;  bat,  I 
hope,  it  arises  from  a  more  serious  and 
deep  reflection  on  the  subject,  where  his 
own  good  sense  has  had  room  to  operate, 
free  from  those  violent  associates,  who 
seem  to  have  precipitated  his  lordship  into 
such  harsh  and  cruel  hieasures,  contrary 
to  his  own  natural  good  temper.  Here, 
then,  I  shall  conclude,  as  I  set  out,  hoping, 
that  generous,  just,  pacific  measures  will 
be  adopted;  but  still  insisting,  that  no 
man  can  determine  properly  on  the  num- 
'ber  of  forces  to  be  employed,  until  we 
know  the  measures  that  are  to  be  pursued 
respecting  America. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  it  was  proper  to  indnde 
Ireland  in  all  the  debates  upon  American 
taxation,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  paiiia- 
meiitary  ri^t  of  taxation  over  every  part 
of  the  British  dominions. 

Lord  Clare  jocularly  complimented  Mr. 
Rigby  highly  on  the  exceeding  popularity, 
reverence,  and  esteem,  that  gentiemaa 
was  held  in  by  the  whole  Irish  nation ; 
that  there  was  no  man  in  England  or  Ire* 
land  more  loved  or  revered. 

Mr.  Rigb^  said,  he  acted  in  that  coud* 
try  as  secretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant; 
wnich,  on  many  accounts,  was  rather  an 
invidious  and  critical  station ;  that  the  sen- 
timents now  alluded  to,  he  maintained 
upon  general  principles ;  that  his  opinion 
was  not  singular,  for  he  was  supported  in 
it  by  a  statute,  passed  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  first;  that  he  begged  to  be 
understood,  according  to  the  obvious  con- 
struction of  that  statute;  and  that,  ac- 
cording to  that  sense  of  it,  he  still  con- 
tinued to  be  of  opmion,  that  the  l^sla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  make 
laws  to  bind  Ireland,  and  all  the  other 
members  and  dependencies  of  the  British 
empire. 

Mr.  Cruger^  the  new  member  for  Bristol, 
an  American  by  birth,  spoke  next.  I  rise. 
Sir,  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  important 
subject,  with  all  the  diffidence  and  awe 
which  must  strike  the  mind,  on  a  first  at- 
tempt to  speak  before  so  august  an  as- 
semoly.  Had  1  remained  silent  on  this 
occasion,  I  must  have  condemned  myself 
for  seeming  to  desert  a  cause  which  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  espouse.  I  cannot 
but  be  heard  with  candour  by  English- 
men, when  what  I  ofier  is  dictated  by  « 
love  to  my  country. 

I  am  far  firom  approving  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in   America.     Many  of  ttieie- 
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neanxres  have  been  a  dishonoar  to  their 
GBQie.  Their  rights  might  have  beeo 
aBeited  without  violence,  and  their  claims 
ttsted  with  temper  as  well  as  firmness. 
Bot  permit  me  to'say,  Sir,  that  if  they  have 
ened,  it  may  be  considered  as  a  failing  of 
buman  nature.  A  people  animated  with 
a  lore  of  liberty,  and  alarmed  with  appre- 
Jteosions  of  its  being  in  danger,  will  un- 
aroidably  run  into  excesses:  the  history 
of  mankind  declares  it  in  every  page ;  and 
Britons  ought  to  view,  with  an  eye  of  ten- 
derness, acts  of  imprudence,  to  which 
their  fellow-subjects  in  America  may  have 
been  hurried;  not  aa  has  been  unkindly 
aid,  by  a  rebellious  fpSrit,  but  by  that  ge- 
nerous spirit  of  freedom,  which  has  often 
led  their  own  ancestors  into  indiscretions. 

Acts  of  severity  are  far  from  having  a 
tendency  to  eradicate  jealousies :  on  the 
OQDtrarv,  they  must  produce  new  fears, 
and  endanger  that  attachment  and  obedi- 
ence, which  kindness  and  gentleness  might 
bate  insured. 

No  country  has  been  more  happy  in  its 
colonies  than  Great  Britain.  Connected 
by  mutual  interests  (till  the  sera  of  the 
ntal  Stamp  Act)  they  flourislied  in  an  in- 
tercourse of  amity,  protection  and  obedi- 
ence, supporting  and  supported  by  each 
otber.  Before  that  hated  period,  we 
meet  with  no  instances  of  disobedience  to 
yoar  laws ;  no  denial  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  parliament ;  no  marks  of  jealousy  and 
discontent.  They  ever  loved  liberty; 
tbeir  zeal  for  it  is  coeval  with  their  first 
emigration  to  America.  They  were  per- 
iecuted  for  it  in  this  country ;  they  sought 
A  nnctuary  in  the  onezplored  regions  of 
tbat  They  cleared  their  inhospitable 
wilds,  cultivated  their  lands,  and  poured 
tbe  wealth  which  they  derived  from  agri- 
cohnre  and  conuuerce  into  the  boeom  of 
tbe  mother  country. 

You  protected  them  in  their  infant 
>Ute,  and  they  returned  it,  by  confining 
to  you  the  benefits  of  their  trade.  You 
legolated  their  commerce  for  the  advan- 
tage of  this  country,  and  they  never  disco- 
^^^  an  opposition,  either  to  the  autho- 
rity or  the  exercise  of  it.  Are  these  evi- 
nces ofaspirit  of  disaffection  to  Great 
Britaiii,  or  ingratitude  for  its  protection  ? 
Are  they  not  rather  proofs,  that  if  the 
^ne  line  of  mild  and  lenient  government 
'^been  pursued,  the  same  cordisdity  and 
•obmiision  would  have  been  continued. 

Every  American,  who  loves  his  country, 
■wtt  wish  the  prosperity  of  Gredt  Britain, 
*«1  that  their  union  may  ever  subaist  un- 
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interrupted.  If  the  parental  trunk  is  in- 
jured, the  branches  must  suffer  with  it* 
A  subordination  on  the  part  of  the  colo- 
nies is  essential  to  this  union.  I  acknow- 
ledge, Sir,  that  there  must  exist  a  power 
somewhere  to  superintend  and  regulate 
the  movements  of  the  whole,  for  the  at-> 
tainment  and  preservation  of  our  common 
happiness:  this  supreme  power  can  be 
justly  and  adequately  exercised  only  br 
the  legislature  of  Great  Britain.  In  this 
doctrine  the  colonies  tacitly  acquiesced, 
and  were  happy :  England  enjoyed  by  it 
all  the  advantages  of  an  exclusive  trade* 
Why,  then,  strain  this  authority  so  much, 
as  to  render  a  submission  to  it  impossible, 
without  a  surrender  of  those  liberttea- 
which  are  most  valuable  in  civil  society, 
and  were  ever  acknowledged  the  birth- 
right of  Englishmen  ?  When  Great  Bri- 
tain derives  from  her  colonies  the  most 
ample  supplies  of  wealth  bv  her  com- 
merce, is  it  not  absurd  to  close  up  those 
channels,  for  the  sake  of  a  claim  of  im^^ 
posing  taxes,  which  (though  a  young 
member)  1  will  dare  to  say,  never  have, 
and  probably  never  will,  defray  tbe  ex- 
pence  of  collecting  them  ? 

The  expediency  of  coercive  measures  is 
much  insisted  on  by  some,  who,  I  am  sorly 
to  say,  seem  to  consider  more  the  distress 
into  which  they  will  involve  the  Ameri- 
cans, than  the  benefits  they  can  procure 
from  such  vindictive  conduct  to  this 
country.  Humanity,  however,  will  prompt 
the  generous  mind  to  weep  over  severities, 
though  they  may  be  even  necessary ;  and 
a  prudent  statesman  will  reflect,  that  the 
colonies  cannot  suffer  without  injury  to 
Great  Britain.  They  are  your  customers ; 
they  consume  your  manufactures  :— by 
distressing  them,  if  you  do  not  drive  them 
to  foreign  mftrkets,  you  will  most  as- 
suredly disable  them  from  taking  your 
commodities,  and  from  making  you  returns 
for  what  they  have  taken. 

Shoald  coercive  measures  reduce  them 
to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  equity  of 
parliamentary  taxation,  what  are  the  adp 
vant^es  which  will  result  from  it  i  Can  it 
be  thought  that  the  Americans  will  be 
dragooned  into  a  conviction  of  this  right  ? 
Will  severities  increase  their  affection,  and 
make  them  more  desirous  of  a  connection 
with,  and  dependence  on  Great  Britain  ? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  reasonable  to 
conclude,  that  the  effegt  will  be  an  increase 
of  jealousy  and  discontent ;  that  they  will 
seek  all  occasions  of  evading  laws  imposed 
on  them  by  violence ;   diat  they  will  b« 
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restless  under  the  yoke,  and  think  them- 
selves happy  under  an  opportunity  of  fly- 
ing to  the  protection  of  any  other  power, 
from  the  subjection  of  a  mother,  whom 
they  consider  cruel  and  vindictive  I 

I  would  not  be  understood,  Sir,  to  deny 
the  good  intentions  of  administration. 
The  abilities  of  the  minister,  it  seems,  are 
universally  acknowledged ;  but  I  must 
add,  humanum  est  errare*  Though  an 
American,  I  applaud  his  jealousy  for 
the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  think  the 
impolicy  and  inexpediency  of  the  late 
measures  may  reasonably  be  imputed  to 
the  difficulty  of  the  occasion,  and  the  un- 
settled and  undefined  nature  of  the  de- 
pendence of  the  colonies  on  the  mother 
country;  and  vice  versay  candour  must 
admit  the  same  apology  for  the  violences 
and  mistakes  of  America. 

But  since  these  measures  have  been 
found,  by  sad  experience,  totally  inade- 
quate; since  they  have  widened  the 
breach,  instead  of  closing  it;  diminished 
the  obedience  of  the  colonies,  instead  of 
confirming  it;  increased  the  turbulence 
and  opposition,  instead  ^f  allaying  them ; 
it  may  be  hoped,  that  a  different  plan  of 
conduct  may  be  pursued,  and  some  firm 
and  liberal  constitution  adopted,  by  the 
wisdom  of  this  House,  whicn  may  secure 
the  colonists  in  their  liberties,  while  ft 
maintains  the''  just  supremacy  of  par- 
liament. 

Sir  William  Mapie  drew  a  melancholy 
picture  of  the  sufiierings  of  the  Irish ;  said 
that  all  promises  had  been  shamefully 
broken  with  them;  that  pensions  to  the 
amount  of  10,000/.  per  annum,  had  been 
lately  granted  on  that  miserable,  ruined, 
and  undone  country ;  and  that  the  Castle 
was  an  asylum  to  every  needy,  servile, 
cringing  apostate,  that  would  bow  the 
knee,  and  barter  every  thing  which  should 
be  dear  to  him,  for  emolument  and  court 
favour. 

Lord  North  took  notice,  that  fln  hon. 
fientleman  (governor  Johnstone)  had  al- 
luded to  something  he  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion  relative  to  Great  Britain 
never  receding  or  relaxing,  till  America 
was  at  her  feet;  his  lordship  observed, 
that  it  was  hardly  fair  to  quote  what  a  man 
had  said  seven  years  before,  and  what  he 
had  explained  on  the  spot  before  he  left 
the  House  ;  this  explanation  then,  and 
now  was,  he  said,  that  by  being  at  the  feet 
of  Great  Britain,  he  meant  obedience  to 
the  mother  country:  such  as,  if  they 
thought  themselves  aggrieved,  to  apply  by 


petitions  and  dutiful  remonsCrances  to  the 
parliament  or  the' throne.  He  said,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  every  member,  as 
well  in  the  House  as  out  of  it,  to  interpret 
what  might  fall  in  the  heat  of  debate,  or 
warm  discussion,  in  the  manner  it  was  ex- 
plained by  the  speaker ;  that  if  he  had 
been  thus  candidly  dealt  with,  the  author 
of  a  lace  ])amphlet,  written  in  America^ 
could  never  have  asserted,  that  he  insisted 
that  Britain  should  never  recede,  till  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  America  were  at  her  feet ; 
for  as  he  never  meant  one,  so  he  never 
said  the  other.  And  he  wished,  that  on 
the  present  occasion  lie  should  be  under- 
stood according  to  his  present  explana^ 
tion,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  for  making  the  Ame* 
ricans  contribute  to  the  general  defence 
of  the  empire,  by  way  of  a  requisition, 
and  read  one  or  two  passages  m  some 
American  proceedings,  to  shew  their  wil- 
lingness to  comply  with  such  a  measure^ 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  conttnum^ 
the  Land  Tax  at  only  Three  Shillings  m 
the  Found,']  December  19.  The  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  raising  a  supply  to  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty. 

Lord  North  stated  from  a  paper  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  in  detail,  the  anaount 
of  the  grants  and  services.  He  said,  the 
former  amounted  hitherto  but  to  75,000/. 
the  duty  on  malt ;  that  the  services  to  be 
incurred  were  navy  and  ordnance  for  sea 
service  830,000^.  guards,  garrisons,  &c. 
627,000/.  military  establishment  in  Ame- 
rica, West  Indies,  and  Africa,  386,000/. 
difference  of  pay  between  British-  and 
Irish  establishment,  2,800^  staff-officers^ 
11,000/.  Chelsea,  122,000/.  ordnance  for 
land  service,  228,000/.  services  incurred 
and  not  provided  for  ditto  the  present 
year,  32,000/.  in  all  amounting  to,  with 
the  fractions,  2,244,000/.  He  obsenred^ 
that  the  land  tax  continued  at  3f.  would 
produce  1,500,000/.  which  added  to  the 
malt,  would  amount  to  no  more  than 
2,250,000/.  niaking  a  surplus  of  6,000/. 
He  acquainted  the  Committee  further^ 
that  the  militia  money  and  the  general  de- 
ficiencies amounted  last  year  to  580,000/. 
and  would  for  the  present  be  at  least 
400,000/.  And  that  for  these  reasons  he 
should  move,  That  the  land  tax  for  the 
ensuing  year  be  3f.  in  the  pounds  which 
was  agreed  to. 
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December  20.  The  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
brought  up.  Oa  the  question  for  agree- 
ing to  the  ]and-tax  of  3<.  m  the  pound 
being  pat, 

Mr.  Hartley  rose*  and  in  a  mild,  sensi- 
ble speech,  enlarged  upon  the  very  extra- 
ordiasry  conduct  of  administration  con- 
cerning American  a&irs.    He  said,  the 
aocooDts  from  that  country  were  truly 
akmu'ng;  that  the  resolutions  of  the  con- 
tioentai  congress  evidently  proved,  that 
the  people  were  determined  not  to  submit 
to  the  iate  Ac)s  passed  in  relation  to 
America,  nor  to  any  other  of  a  like  cora- 
pleuoD ;  that  the  troops  now  stationed  at 
Boston,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town, 
had  00  means  of  procuring  subsistence  but 
by  sea,  or  from  the  country ;  that  either 
method  was  now  equally  difficult,  as  the 
hvboor  would  be  frozen  up,  and  the  land 
carnage,  even  if  subsistence  was  to  be  had, 
rendered  impracticable,   as  -the  country 
voold  be  covered  with  snow ;  and  that 
imder  such  circumstances,  the  situation  of 
tlie  troops  would  be  no  less  deplorable 
tban  that  of  the  miserable  inhabitants. — 
He  continued  to  say,  that  he  was  not  well 
veised  in  sieges,    but  if  he   understood 
i^ht,  he  took  it,  that  the  town  of  Boston 
was  surrounded   by  general  Gage  with 
lines  of  circumvallation ;  and  that  such 
being  the  very  critical  state  of  things,  re- 
specting both  the  situation^  the  temper, 
aid  dispositioD,  of  the  military  and  the 
natiTes,  he  submitted  it  to  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  how  they  could  recon- 
cDe  it  to  the  duty  they  owed  to  the  nation 
in  their  public,  or  to  their  constituents  in 
their  private  capacity f  to  agree  to  a  long 
adjoomment,  while  things  remained  in  so 
^Ukgeroos  and  alarming  a  state,  without 
taking  any  one  step  to  avert  the  numerous 
lod  fatal  roischieft  which  they  portended. 
For  hig  part,  he  affirmed  solenmly,  he 
would  much  rather  sit  on  Christmas-day, 
Aid  continue  to  do  so,  de  die  in  diem^  than 
£0  to  the  country  in  so  critical  a  season, 
without,  at  least,  agreeing  to  some  mea- 
siuea,  though  tbey  should  extend  no  fur- 
>kr  than  prevention. 

Mr.  Rose  FuUer  said,  that  we  were  too 
preciutate  in  our  last  measures,  and  that 
vaa  the  chief  reason  why  they  miscarried; 
that  he  foresaw  at  the  time  they  would 
ttfirer  no  end,  but  to  inflame ;  nor  ever 
^d,  while  they  were  continued  to  be 
^''^cted  to  the  same  end ;  on  which  ac- 
^t  he  would  be  much  better  pleased 
ustthe  aSiiis  of  America,  the  necessary 
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information  first  had,  were  taken  up  on 
mature  deliberation,  and  discussed  with 
coolness,  in  order  in  the  end  to  come  to 
a  wise,  deliberate,  and  rational  decision. 

Mr.  7'.  Townshend  said,  that  whatever 
that  decision  might  be,  the  conduct  of  ad« 
ministration  was  for  the  present  extremely 
reprehensible;  for  while  we  were  informed 
from  administration  that  America  was  al- 
most in  a  state  of  rebellion,  the  land,  the 
malt,  the  navy,  and  the  army,  were  voted 
with  as  much  ease,  and  without  a  single 
syllable,  as  if  that  country  was  in  a  state 
of  the  most  perfect  tranquillity  and  obedi- 
ence :  for«  concluded  he,  either  the  infor- 
mation we  have  had  is  false,  which  I  can 
hardly  suppose,  or  the  estimates  on  the 
table  are  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the 
objects  which  are  recommended  from  the 
throne :  for  instance,  if  the  army  now  in 
America  be  to  be  augmented,  or  the 
ships  stationed  there  reinforced,  the  S«. 
land-tax  now  voted  will  certainly  be  insuf-f 
ficient ;  and  ihe  deficiencies  must  be  made 
up  without  the  knowledge  of  parliament, 
by  a  vote  of  credit  to  defray  expences  in- 
curred in  the  support  of  measures,  with 
which  at  present  it  is  evident  we  are  to- 
tally unacquainted. 

Mr.  Rigby  facetiously  replied,  Would 
the  hon.  gentleman  have  a  war  establish- 
ment in  time  of  peace  ?  Would  he  have  us 
embrue  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our 
/countrymen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water  ?  I  dare  say  no  man  in  this  House 
is  ignorant  of  my  sentiments,  and  yet  I 
should  shudder  at  the  thought.  The  hon. 
gentleman  complains  that  the  land,  the 
malt,  &c.  is  voted  without  a  syllable  being 
said :  pray  whose  fault  is  that  I  He  would 
not  have,  I  presume,  the  gentleman  who 
presented  the  navy  estimates,  rise  and 
condemn  them ;  he  would  not  desire  the 
noble  lord,  I  suppose,  who  laid  the  army 
estimates  before  you,  to  tell  the  House 
that  the  number  of  troops  to  be  employed 
in  America  was  insufficient,  oonsidering 
the  state  of  that  country ;  nor  the  noble 
lord  who  proposed  the  tax  of  S««  in  the 
pound,  to  inform  us  in  the  same  breath 
that  it  ought  to  be  four.  Who,  then,  is 
to  blame  I  Those  who  are  convinced  that 
the  estimates  and  grants  are  too  low,  and 
will  not  speak,  or  those  who  think  them 
sufficient,  and  declare  their  opinions  ?  For 
my  part,  I  do  not  think  myself  capable  of 
defending  the  gentleman  now  alluded  to ; 
nor  hare  I,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  speak 
from  any  information  of  my  own ;  but  at 
the  establishment  is  a  peace  establishment, 
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as  I  always  thought  that  the  present  is  a 
very  proper  one,  till  I  am  informed  that  a 
war  establishment  is  become  necessary; 
and  as  I  voted  for  taking  off  the  other 
shilling,  I  shall  give  my  vote  that  the  land 
tax  be  5^.  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
other  hon.  gentleman  says,  the  port  of 
Boston  is  frozen  up  this  season  of  the 
year ;  I  have  conversed  with  many  on  the 
subject,  who  have  assured  me  of  the  con- 
trary :  whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  1  cannot 
«ee  how  our  sitting  here  on  Christmas- 
day,  or  the  whole  holidays,  can  be  the 
means  of  reliering  the  army,  or  the  inha- 
bitants, or  of  preventing  the  mischiefs  he 
seems  so  much  to  dread. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  I  should  not  have 
risen  in  this  debate,  if  I  had  not  heard  the 
moderation  of  one  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fuller) 
and  the  precipitation  of  another,  (Mr. 
Hartley),  stated  as  if  militating  against 
each  other.  Now,  Sir,  I,  who  see  mat- 
ters in  another  light  from  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  on  the  floor,  can  easily  per- 
ceive them  to  be  exactly  correspondent. 
The  former,  from  his  experience  of  what 
has  been  already  done,  is  cautious  and 
willing  to  avoid  repeating  our  former 
blunders,  or  adopting  others  of  a  similar 
nature :  but  is  for  having  matters  coolly 
(Considered,  fully  investigated,  and  wisely 
and  effectually  determined ;  the  latter,  aim- 
ing at  the  same  point,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances in  the  most  urgent  and  press- 
ing light,  is  more  eager  to  arrive  at  the 
completion  of  his  wishes,  not  perhaps  con* 
templating  or  foreseeing  the  obstructions 
that  may  retard  him  in  his  progress.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman's  conressed  igno» 
ranee  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  or 
the  measures  his  friends  mean  to  adopt,  I 
|un  extremely  ready  to  believe ;  and  have 
so  reason  to  doubt  but  their  present  know- 
ledge and  foresight  are  nearly  on  a  par. 
He  certainly  mistakes  the  matter,  if^  he 
supposes  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
wish  for  a  war  establishment  in  time  of 
peace :  no,  Sir,  what  we  object  to  is,  that 
9  speech  which  breathed  nothing  but  war, 
and  accompanied  with  the  motives  of  such 
9L  declaration,  should,  without  any  cause 
whateyer  assigned,  at  once  sink  into. a 
tranquil  silence  ;  a  peace  establishment 
formed  on  the  lowest  scale. 

I  am  not  now  contending  what  the  es- 
tablishment ought  to  be;  but  I  contend, 
th^t  the  one  already  voted  by  no  means 
corresponds  with  the  intimations  ^en  to 
^is  House  from  authority.  I  know  th^t 
§  beavj  peace  establishment  is  ruinous  a^id 


destructive  to  any  country  where  it  is  kept 
up.  I  remember  very  well  toOf  that  X 
amons  others  on  these  benches,  have  been 
long  dinning  this  doctrine  in.  the  ears  of 
the  minister.  I  remember  likewise,  that 
for  so  doing  we  were  ealled  factious  and 
discontented.  And  1  am  now  happy  in 
the  flattering  idea,  that  factious  and  die* 
contented  as  we  are,  we  happened  for 
once  to  be  right ;  for  the  great  man  who 
conducts  the  public  affairs  of  this  country, 
has  given  ample  testimony  to  our  wisdom^ 
by  adopting  what  he  and  his  friends  for 
three  successive  sessions  charitably  im- 
puted to  ignorance  or  disappointed  ain* 
bition.  Nor  am  I  less  happy  in  another 
instance  of  the  same  kino.  The  noble 
lord  below  me  on  the  floor  (lord  Beao- 
ch^mp)  being  requested  to  learn  from  the 
minister,  if  he  had  any  information  to  lay 
before  us,  or  measures  to  propose,  came 
posting  to  the  House  with  tlie  halcyon 
tidings,  that  all  was  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity ;  and  that  he  had  none.  Here  again 
the  same  factious  spirit  obtruded,  and 
broke  the  calm  enjoyments  which  mfght 
be  derived  from  such  a  happy  state  of 
tilings ;  for  some  (^  us,  who  are  never  to 
be  satisfied,  relapsed  into  our  former  tur- 
bulence and  discontent.  What  was  the 
consequence  ?  Why,  it  seems  turbulence 
and  discontent  once  more  had  reason  on 
their  side,  and  the  minister  came  forward 
and  assured  us  himself,  that  he  had  in- 
formation to  lay  before  the  House,  and 
measures  to  propose. 

I  cannot  sit  down.  Sir,  without  first 
saying  a  word  or  two  on  the  solicitude  the 
hon.  member  on  my  left  hand  (Mr« 
Hartley)  has  expressed  for  the  situation 
of  general  Gage,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command.  It  is,  I  confess,  most  humi- 
iiating  and  mortifying ;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  say,  whether  those'  who  have  put  them 
into  It  deserve  most  our  compassion  or  our 
ridicule.  It  is,  indeed,  an  absurdity  with- 
out parallel ;  a  warlike  parliament,  and  a 
patient  forbearing  general*  I  would  not 
be  understood  to  reflect  on  the  gentle- 
man, who  I  understand  is  a  very  worthy, 
intelligent,  deserving  man ;  no.  Sir,  it  is 
those  who  have  sent  him  on  such  an 
errand  that  are  to  blame.  The  order  of 
things  is  reversed  in  this  new  system. 
The  rule  of  government  now  is  to  deter- 
mine hastily,  violently,  and  without  con- 
sideration, and  to  execute  indecisively, 
or  rather  not  execute  at  all.  And  haTO 
not  the  consequences  exactly  colVespond- 
ed  with  0uch  »  mode  of  proceeding  ?  They 
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have  been  measares  cot  practicable  in 
tbemsdves  in  any  e^ent^  oor  has  one  step 
been  taken  to  put  them  into  execution. 
Tbe  account  we  have  is,  that  the  general 
it  besieging  and  besieged;  that  he  had 
cannon  sent  to  him,  but  they  were  stolen  ; 
tbat  he  himself  has  made  reprisals  of  a 
similar  nature  on  the  enemy ;  and  that  his 
straw  has  been  burnt,  and  his  brick  and 
mortar  destroyed.  It  is  painful  to  dwell 
on  such  monstrous  absurd  circumstances, 
which  can  be  only  a  subject  oS  ridicule,  if 
it  did  not  lead  to  consequences  of  a  very 
serioos  and  alarming  nature.  In  fine,  Sir, 
yimr  army  is  turned  out  to  be  a  mere 
army  of  observation ;  and  is  of  no  other 
use  but  as  an  asylum  for  magistrates  of 
yoar  own  creating. 

Sir  William  Meredith  rose,  and  after 
animadTerting  on  the  last  speaker's  being 
so  eager  to  push  things  to  extremities, 
which  must  end  in  a  scene  of  bloodshed, 
impsted  all  the  present  troubles  to  the 
Declaratory  Act  asserting  the  supremacy 
of  Great  Britain,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act.  He  contended  that 
the  general  nad  answered  every  purpose 
for  which  he  was  sent.  The  troops,  he 
said,  were  for  the  protection  of  the  magis« 
Irates,  the  protection  of  the  property  and 
trade  of  the  merchants,  and  the  enforcing 
of  the  Acts,  all  which  had  been  fully  ac- 
complished ;  for  the  persons  of  the  magis* 
Crates  were  safe,  no  mjury  had  been  done 
to  any  property  since  their  arrival,  and 
the  port  was  now  blocked  up. 

Idr.  Burke  rose,  and  complimented  sir 
William  on  his  great  wisdom,  and  the  sa- 
gacity of  administration,  in  discoursing  of 
which,  if  tliey  had  applied  to  him,  he 
ooold  have  long  since  informed  them.  He 
ODCe  more  returned  to  the  asylum  for  ma- 
gistrates.   He  said  he  had  often  heard  of 
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Mr.  Cormoall  rose  with  some  warmth. 
He  observed,  that  there  was  no  question 
now  before  the  committee,  respecting 
America ;  that  it  was  extremely  irregular, 
improper,  and  unfair,  to  introduce  a  dis- 
course of  this  kind,  just  at  the  eve  of  an 
adjournment,  in  such  a  disorderly,  unpar* 
liamentary  manner ;  that  he  suspected  it 
was  done  on  purpose  to  embarrass  admi- 
nistration, by  conveying  to  the  people, 
through  the  medium  of  the  public  papers, 
that  f^ministratiOn  were  silent,  ana  would 
not,  or  were  not  able,  to  answer;  that 
such  conduct  might  be  of  a  very  bad  ten- 
dency, considering  the  very  various  and 
contradictory  opinions  entertained  at  al- 
most every  side  of  the  House ;  that  press- 
ing for  an  increased  establishment,  though 
it  should  be  necessary,  if  complied  with  at 
this  time,  would  be  extremely  imprudent, 
as  it  would  spread  an  alarm  among  the 
merchants,  on  account  of  their  property,; 
because,  from  the  instant  such  a  measure 
was  determined  on,  all  remittances,  or  per- 
haps commercial  intercourse,  mi^ht  pos- 
sibly cease,  which,  if  it  should  happen, 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  dreadful 
effects.  He  concluded  by  asserting,  that 
the  measures  now  sported  with,  would 
stand  the  test ;  and  tbat,  from  any  thing 
which  had  hitherto  happened,  there  was 
not  the  most  distant  reason  for  condemning 
them. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  House 
agreed  with  the  committee  in  the  Reso- 
lution of  a  three  shillings  land  tax  for 
1775. 

On  the  22nd,  the  House  adjourned  to 
the  19th  of  January  1775. 
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orphans ;  but  it  was  the  first  time  he  ever 
b^d  of  an  asylum  for  magistrates.    As 
to  the  protection  of  trade,  in  a  place  where 
all  sort  of  trade  or  commerce  was  prohi- 
bited, the  task  was  a  glorious,  but  not  a 
difficult  one.    And  as  to  the  blocking  up 
an  harbour,  it  might  be  very  true,  but  to 
hkn  this  mode  of  blockade  seemed  rather 
BoveL     Such  An  expression,  it  is  certain, 
said  he,  might  come  with  great  propriety 
from  me ;  but  I  must  confess  1  never  heard 
such  a  bull  in  my  own  country.    At  the 
entrance  of  Dublin  harbour  there  is  a 
north  and  south  bull,  but  even  there  or 
dsewhere^  such  a  boll  as  this  I  never 
keaid. 


19,  1775.  Lord  North  presented  to  the 
Mouse,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  the 
Papers  relating  to  the  Disturbances  in 
North  America,  ^f  which  the  following  are 
the  most  material : 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  to  the  Hon.  Governor 
Gage.  Dated  WhitehaH,  9th  April 
1774. 

The  King  having  thought  fit  that  you 
should  return  immediately  to  your  com- 
mand in  Nortli  America,  and  that  you 
should  proceed  directly  to  Boston,  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  Lively,  now  lying 
at  Plymouth,  ready  to  sail  with  the  first 
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fair  wind,  I  send  you  herewith,  by  his 
Majesty's  command,  a  commission  under 
the  great  seal,  appointing  you  captain  ge- 
neral and  governor  in  chief  of  his  Majes- 
ty's province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  toge- 
ther with  such  instructions  as  have  been 
usually  given  to  governors  of  that  province, 
for  their  guidance  in  the  exercise  of  the 
ordinary  and  more  permanent  powers  and 
authorities  incident  to  tliat  command. 

What  is  further  necessary  for  your  di- 
rection in  the  present  state  of  disorder  and 
commotion  within  that  province,  and  for 
enabling  you  to  carry  into  execution  the 
measures  that  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  adopted,  for  reducing  it  to  a  state 
of  obedience  to  lawful  authority,  is  of  a 
more  delicate  and  important  nature,  and 
requires  more  precise  and  particular  in- 
structions. 

With  this  letter  you  will  receive  an  act 
of  parliament  passed  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, for  discontinuing  the  loading  and  un- 
loading of  goods  and  merchandise  at  the 
town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston ; 
and  also  a  Minute  of  the  Treasury-board, 
containing  the  substance  of  such  instruc- 
tions as  their  lordships  have  thought  fit  to 
give  to  their  officers  in  consequence  there- 
of; and  it  is  the  King's  command,  that  you 
do  give  them  all  proper  and  necessary  as- 
sistance and  support  in  the  execution 
thereof. 

To  this  end  it  will  be  expedient  that  you 
do,  immediately  upon  your  arrival,   and 
8o  soon  as  your  commission  has  been  read 
and  published,  in  the  usual  form,  appoint  a 
meeting  either  at  the  town,  or  within  the 
castle  (as  circumstances  shall  point  out) 
with  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships,  the  lieutenant  governor,  the 
commissioners  of  the  customs,  the  chief 
justice,  and  the  secretary  of  the  province, 
in  order  to  consider  what  steps  it  may  be 
proper  to  take,  for  carrying  the  Act  into 
execution,  and  for  enforcing,  if  necessary, 
a  due  obedience  thereto;  and  if  Mr.  Hut- 
chinson should  not  be  come  away,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  leave  he  has  obtained  for 
that  purpose,  his  advice  and  assistance,  in 
this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  execution  of 
etery  odierpart  of  your  instructions,  will 
be  of  very  great  use  and  advantage  to  you. 
His  Majesty  trusts,  that  no  opposition 
will,  or  can,  with  any  effect,  be  made  to 
the  carrying  the  law  into  execution,  nor 
any  violence  or  insult  offered  to  those  to 
whom  the  execution  of  it  is  entrusted : 
should  it  happen  otherwise,  your  autho- 
rity, as  the  first  magistrate,  combined  with 
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your  command  over  the    King's  troops, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  you  to  meet  every 
opposition,  and  fully  to  preserve  the  public 
peace,  by  employing  those  troops  with  ef- 
fect, should  the  madness  of  the  people,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  the  timidity  or  want  of 
strength  of  the  peace  officers  on  the  other 
hand,  make  it  necessary  to  have  recourse 
to  their  assistance.    The  King  trusts,  how* 
ever,  that  such  necessity  will  not  occur* 
and  commands  me  to  say,  that  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  use  every  endeavour  to  avoid 
It ;  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people^  to  re- 
move their  prejudices,  and,  by  mild  and 
gentle  persuasion,  to  induce  such  a  sub- 
mission on  their  part,  to  this  law,  and  such 
a  proper  compliance  with  the  just  requisi- 
tions It  contains,  as  may  give  full  scope  to 
his  Majesty's  clemency,  and  enable    his 
Majesty    to    exercise    the    discretionaij 
power  given  him  by  the  Act,  of  again  re- 
storing to  the  town  of  Boston,  these  com« 
mercial  privileges  and  advantages  which  it 
hath   so    long  enjoyed,  and  which  have 
raised  it  to  its  present  state  of  opulence 
and  importance. 

At  the  same  time  the  sovereignty  of  the 
King,  in  this  parliament,  over  the  colonies, 
requires  a  full  and  absolute  submission, 
and  his  Majesty's  dignity  demands,  that 
until  that  submission  be  made,  the  town  of 
Boston,  where  so  much  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion have  prevailed,  should  cease  to  be 
the  place  of  the  residence  of  his  governor, 
or  of  any  other  officer  of  government,  who 
is  not  obliged,  by  law,  to  perform   his 
functions  there.    It  is  therefore  bis  Ma- 
iesty's  further  pleasure,  that  so  soon  as  the 
law  for  discontinuing  the  port  shall  have 
taken  place,  and  every  step  has  been  pur- 
sued that  is  necessary  to  insure  the  execu- 
tion of  it,  you  do  make  the  town  of  Salem 
the  place  of  your  residence,  that  you  do 
require  all  officers  (not  included  in  the 
above  exception)  to  attend  you  there; 
and  that  the  general  court,  and  all  other 
courts  and  offices  which  are  not  by  law 
fixed  at  Boston,  be  appointed  and  held  at 
Salem,  until  his  Majesty,  satisfied,  on  your 
representation,  that  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom will  be  duly  observed,  and  govern- 
ment be  again  administered  at  the  town  of 
Boston  without  opposition,  shall  have  sig- 
nified his  royal  wiU  and  pleasure  for  the 
return  of  his  governor  to,  and  for  holding 
the  general  court  at  that  town. 

The  proceedings  of  the  body  of  the 
people  at  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December  last, 
were  of  such  a  nature  and  criminalityi  ^ 


77J 


Diiturhances  in  North  America. 


A.  D.  1775. 


[7» 


to  have  fixt  a  deep  de^ee  of  ^uilt  upon 
those  who  were  the  pnncipal  ringleaaers 
tnd  abettors  of  those  proceedings,  and  the 
meisares  proper  to  be  taken  for  inducing 
the  pQoishment  of  such  guilt,  become  a 
rery  necessary  part  of  the  present  consi- 
deration, relative  to  the  state  of  the  pro- 
TiDce  of  Massachiiset's  Bay. 

The  King  considers  the  punishment  of 
dwie  offienders  as  a  very  necessary  and 
esKntial  example  to  others,  of  the  ill  con- 
ieqnences  that  miut  follow  from  such 
open  and  arbitrary  usurpations  as  tend  to 
tie  sobrersion  of  all  government,  and  the 
rendering  civil  liberty  unsafe  and  preca- 
rious; and  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
province  of  Massachuset's  Bay  in  gene- 
ral, cannot  give  a  better  test  of  their  love 
of  jtistice,  and  respect  for  the  constitution, 
than  m  their  zealous  endeavours  to  render 
efiectual  a  due  prosecution  of  such  of- 
ibdera. 

I^  however,  the  prejudices  of  the  peo- 
ple shoidd  appear  to  you  to  be  sucn  as 
voold  in  all  probability  prevent  a  convic- 
tioD,  however  clear  and  full  the  evidence 
night  be,  in  that  case  it  would  be  better 
to  dealt  from  prosecution,  seeing  that  an 
iaeiectual  attempt  would  only  be  tritimph 
to  the  faction^  and  disgracefiil  to  govern- 
oeot. 

The  foregoing  is  all  that  I  have  at  pre- 
ient  in  connnand  from  die  King  to  say 
to  700.  I  need  not  suggest  to  you  the 
▼ay  great  advantage  that  will  result  from 
your  obtaining  a  just  and  perfect  know- 
Uge  of  the  characters,  inclinations  and 
toapers  of  the  principal  people  in  the  co- 
^r;  audi  information  must  of  necessity 
^  of  great  benefit,  and  your  own  dis- 
pation  will  point  out  to  you  the  use  that 
is  to  be  made  of  it. 

Ilie  last  advices  from  Boston  are  of 
ft  natare  to  leave  but  little  room  to  hope 
that  order  and  obedience  are  soon  likely 
to  take  place  of  anarchy  and  usurpation ; 
^  Majesty  however  confides  in  your  for- 
titude and  discretion,  and  doubts  not  that 
*1I  other  officers,  civil  and  military,  ani- 
Boledbj  your  example,  will  exert  them- 
■dveiinauch  a  manner,  in  support  of  the 
constitution,  and  for  enforcing  obedience 
^the  laws,  as  will  recommend  them  to 
"» Majesty's  royal  grace  and  favour. 

Copt  of  a  Minute  of  the  Tkeasuiiy 
Board.  Whitehall  Treasury  Cham- 
bers, Slat  March,  1774.— Present, 
Lord  North,  Mr.  Townshend,  Lord 
Beauchamp,  Mr.  Cornwall. 


My  lords  take  into  consideration  an  Act 
to  discontinue,  in  such  manner,  and  for 
such  time  as  are  therein  'mentioned,  the 
landing  and  discharging,  lading  and  shipp 
ping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at 
the  town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
in  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  in 
North  America ;  and  being  desirous  that 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  should  be 
carried  into  execution,  with  all  possible 
vigilance^  dispatch  and  circumspection,  as 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  customs  established  in  the  same 
town  and  province,  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
said  Act  to  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms in  America,  and  direct  them  forth- 
with to  take  such  steps  as  they  shall  find 
necessary  for  the  removal  of  their  board 
from  the  said  town  of  Boston  to  the  town 
of  Salem,  in  the  said  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  that  as  soon  as  proper 
offices  can  be  prepared  for  their  reception 
and  accommoaation. 

Direct  them,  together  with  all  the  officers 
belonging  to  their  board,  to  repair  to  the 
said  town  of  Salem,  and  there  to  execute 
the  duties  and  functions  of  their  commis- 
sion, until  they  shall  receive  further  orders^ 
respecting  the  future  residence  and  esta- 
blisnment  of  their  board. 

Direct  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  give 
orders  for  the  removal  of  the  collector, 
comptroller,  surveyor,  and  such  other  offi- 
cers of  the  port  of  Boston  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary,  to  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
or  to  the  island  of  Nantricket,  or  to  such 
other  town  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  port,  as  shall  appear  to  them  most 
proper  and  most  convenient  for  the  trade  c^ 
nis  Majesty's  subjects;  and  let  the  said 
collector,  and  other  officers,  be  ordered  te 
establish  themselves  in  the  said  town  of 
Pljrmouth,  or  such  other  town  or  place  as 
the  commissioners  shall  appoint  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  port  of  Boston,  and 
there  to  proceed  and  carry  on,  in  the 
usual  manner,  the  business  of  their  several 
departments  in  the  collection  and  manage- 
ment of  his  Majesty's  customs,  and  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  trade. 

And  in  as  much  as  it  mav  be  reasonably 
expected,  that  the  trade  within  the  port, of 
Salem  and  Marblehead  will  be  consi- 
derably increased  during  the  continuance 
of  the  said  act  of  parliament,  and  may 
require  an  additional  nuinber  of  officers  to 
be  stationed  at  those  places  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  customs. 

Direct  the  commissioners  to  take  with 
them  to  Salem  such  of  the  tidesmen  and  in- 
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cidental  officers,  now  employed  at  Boston, 
as  they  shall  think  the  service  at  Salem  and 
Marblehead  may  demand;  and  recom- 
mend to  their  particular  care  and  atten- 
tion, that  clause  of  the  said  Act  which 
relates  to  vessels  carrying  coastwise,  under 
the  restrictions  therein  mentioned,  fuel 
and  victual  for  the  necessary  use  and  suste- 
nance of  the  people  of  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton ;  and  direct  them  to  give  express  or- 
ders to  the  proper  officers,  to  be  vigilant 
and  alert  in  visiting  and  searching  all  such 
vessels  laden  with  fuiel  and  provisions,  as 
aforesaid,  which  shall  enter  the  harbour 
of  Marblehead,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  transire,  or  let  pass,  pursuant  to  the 
late  act  of  parliament ;  and,  in  case  it 
shall  appear  to  the  officers  employed  in 
that  service,  by  information,  or  by  any 
probable  cause  of  suspicion,  that  there  are 
concealed  on  board  any  such  vessels,  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  other  than 
such  fuel  or  victual,  that  then,  and  in 
every  such  case,  such  officers  should  be 
directed  to  oblige  the  master,  or  com- 
mander, of  such  vessel  so  informed  against, 
or  suspected,  to  unlade  his  cargo  before 
he  obtains  such  transire  or  let  pass,  in 
order  to  proceed  to  the  town  of  Boston. 

Let  the  commissioners  take  care,  that, 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  1774,  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  said  Act,  no 
officers  of  the  customs  whatsoever  be  suf- 
fered to  reside  within  the  town  or  harbour 
of  Boston. 

In  consideration  of  the  losses  which  the 
collectoc,  comptroller,  and  other  officers 
upon  the  establishment,  within  the  said 
port  of  Boston,  must  inevitably  suffer  by 
the  diminution  of  the  fees  and  perquisites 
of  the  respective  offices,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  said  Act, 

My  lords  direct  the  commissioners,  to 
report  to  their  lordships,  as  soon  as  they 
can  form  any  opinion  of  the  matter,  how 
much  it  may  be  reasonable  to  allow  to 
such  officers  respectively,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  such  their  losses.  Direct  them, 
from  time  to  time,  by  every  opportunity, 
to  inform  my  lords  of  the  several  steps 
they  shall  have  taken  in  the  execution  of 
the  said  Act,  and  of  their  lordships'  orders. 

Acquaint  them,  that  they,  and  all  the 
officers  under  their  authority,  may  depend 
on  being  supported  and  protected  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 

Inform  them,  that  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  have  dispatched 
orders  to  the  admiral,  commanders,  and 
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commissioned  officers  of  bis  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  on  that  station,  to  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  activity  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  several  provisions  of  the  said 
act  of  parliament ;  and  in  case  any  of  the 
officers  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  sbipi, 
or  sloops  of  war,  shall  see  occasion  to  re- 
quire any  officer,  or  officers  of  the  cas- 
toms,  to  be  put  on  board  any  of  the  vessels 
under  their  command,  direct  the  comma* 
sioners  to  take  care  that  all  such  requis^ 
tions  be  duly  complied  with. 

Transmit  a  copy  of  this  Minute  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
of  tne  Admiralty,  and  to  Mr.  Pownal,  for 
the  information  of  the  earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  19th  May, 
1 774.     [  Received  22d  June.] 

His  Majesty's  ship  the  Lively,  in  which 
I  embarked  at  Plymouth  fm  the  16th  of 
April,  arrived  here  on  the  13th  of  this 
month.  The  late  governor  Hutchinson, 
the  chief  justice,  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs,  and  the  consignees,  were  either 
at  the  castle,  or  dispersied  in  the  country* 
not  daring  to  reside  in  Boston :  I  went  to 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  remained  with  him 
at  Castle  William  till  preparations  were 
made  for  my  reception  in  Boston,  where 
my  commission  was  read  and  published^ 
in  the  usual  forms,  on  the  17th  instant. 

The  Act  for  shutting  up  the  port,  got 
here  before  me ;  and  a  town  meeting  was 
holding  to  consider  of  it,  at  the  time  of 
my  arrival  in  the  harbour.  They  deter- 
nuned  to  invite  the  other  colonies  to  slop 
all  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  Grest 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  every  part  of  the 
West  Indies,  till  the  Act  be  repealed,  and 
appointed  persons  to  go  to  Marblehead 
and  Salem  to  communicate  their  senti- 
ments to  the  people  there,  and  bring  them 
into  like  measures;  which  persons  were 
to  make  their  report  at  the  adjournment, 
on  the  18th,  when  the  meeting  was  agaitt 
held,  and,  1  am  tdd,  received  ««*«  ^^^ 
couragement  from  Salem  and  Marbte* 
head,  and  transacted  nothing  of  conse- 
quence. 

I  do  not  propose  laying  any  thing  oe* 
fore  the  new  assembly  at  their  meeting, 
except  the  common  business  of  the  pro- 
vince, if  any  occurs.  I  hear  from  many, 
that  the  Act  has  staggered  the  most  pre- 
sumptuous ;  but  minds  so  inflamed  canoo 
cool  at  once ;  so  it  may  be  better  to  g«* 
the  shock  they  have  received,  time  to  ope* 
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iite»  and  I  may  find  the  assembly  in  a 
better  temper  than  u^aal,  and  more  in- 
dbed  to  comply  with  the  King's  expec- 
tations at  Salem,  to  which  place  they  will 
be  removed  after  the  first  of  June. 

Extractor  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
roouthy  dated  Boston,  Sist  May, 
1774^ 

I  wish  1  had  met  with  a  ready  disposi- 
tion to  coQupIy  with  the  terms  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  instead  of  a  resolution  to 
nk  assistance  from  the  other  colonies; 
but  I  do  not  find  there  is  any  inclination 
io  tbe  rest  to  shut  up  their  ports,  which 
VM  not  to  be  expected,  considering  what 
tbe]r  before  sufiered  from  their  non-impor- 
tation agreemeots.  If  they  intend,  or  not, 
Io  take  any  resolutions  in  behalf  of  Bos- 
ton, farther  than  giving  good  words,  is  not 
loBoimhere* 

The  violent  party  seems  to  break,  and 
people  fall  off  firom  them,  but  no  means 
are  jet  adopted  to  comply  with  the  Act. 
Tbe  assembly  has  shewn  no  disposition  to 
^io  upon  it,  but  were  hurrying  the  busi- 
acsi  ct  supplies  through  their  house,  to 
tlwow  it  off  themselves,  and  to  avoid 
Bectiag  at  Salem,  by  adjourning  them- 
ftlves  when  the  supplies  had  pas^  thehr 
bmue;  but  receiving  intelligence  of  their 
desig^ns,  I  adjourned  them  on  a  sudden  to 
tb  7th  of  June,  and  then  to  meet  at  Salem. 

They  as  yet  have  only  presented  me 
vith  a  petition  to  proclaim  a  day  of  fiisting 
and  prayer;  but  as  they  have  lately  had 
*  di^  of  the  kind,  according  to  custom, 
and  as  I  saw  no  cause  for  an  extraordinary 
dij  of  humiliation,  I  have  judged  it  best 
aot  to  comply. 

I  had  a  meeting  with  the  late  governor, 
the  admiral,  and  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
^9  on  the  subject  of  putting  the  Act  in 
OTce,  in  which,  afker  putting  some  qoes- 
|ioi»  to  the  attorney  general,  the  chief 
yvtice  being  absent,  they  appeared  to 
ipse  IB  the  nuumer  of  it.  fhe  officers 
^the  customs  remove  to-morrow,  when  I 
"•owopose  to  leave  Boston,  and  the  ad- 
iMl  has  stationed  his  ships. 

No  de»gQ  has  appeared  of  opposing 
ue  execution  of  the  Act,  nor  do  I  see 
tty  possibility  of  doing  it  with  effect ; 
hotmaav  are  impatient  for  the  arrival  of 
ttetroo^;  and  I  am  told  that  people 
^  then  speak  and  act  openly,  which  they 
^  dare  not  do.  General  Haldimand 
^  ^  opportunity  of  a  vessel  m  the 
**v»e,  to  send  a  detaohment  of  sixty  ar- 
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tillerists  and  eight  pieces  of  ordnance  from 
New  York  to  Ca^rlk*  VVilliani,  which  I 
propo  e  to  encamp  uith  the  troops. 

Extract  of  a  Lrtter  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmourh  to  the  Hon.  Governor 
Gage,  dated  Whilchull,  3d  June, 
1774. 

Since  you  left  England,  thc'parlioment 
has  made  a  very  consideruble  progress  in 
the  American  business,  and  I  send  you 
herewith,  by  the  King's  command,  two 
Acts,  to  which  his  Majesty  gave  the  royal 
assent  a  few  days  ago. 

These  Acts  close  the  consideration  of 
what  relates  to  the  state  of  your  govern- 
ment, and  it  is  hoped  that  they  wUl  have 
the  good  effect  to  give  vigour  and  activity 
to  civil  authority ;  to  prevent  those  unwar* 
rantable  assemolings  of  the  people,  for 
factious  purposes,  which  have  been  the 
source  ofiso  much  miscliief;  and  to  secure 
an  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  all 
cases  where  the  authority  of  this  kingdom 
may  be  in  question. 

The  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Massa* 
chuset's  Bay,  provides^  that  from^he  first 
of  August  next,  all  elections  of  the  coun- 
cil under  the  authority  of  the  charter, 
shall  be  void,  and  that,  for  the  future,  the 
council  shall  be  appointed  by  the  King. 

In  consequence  of  that  provision,  his 
Majesty  has,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  nominated  36  persons,  qualified' 
as  the  Act  directs,  to  be  the  council  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  from  and  after  the  time 
limited  for  die  continuance  of  the  present 
council;  and  enclosed  herewith  1  send 
you  his  Majesty's  additional  instruction, 
under  the  sign  manual,  authorizing  and 
requiring  you  to  assemble  the  said  coun- 
cil, and  containing  such  further  directions 
as  are  thought  necessary  and  incident  to 
this  new  establishment,  and  as  correspond 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  relation 
thereto. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  in.  some  re- 
spects desirable,  that  it  might  have  been 
left  to  the  King's  discretion,  to  have  di- 
rected that,  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence 
of  both  governor  and  lieutenant  governor, 
the  admmistration  of  government  should 
have  been  devolved  upon  the  senior  coun- 
sellor, as  in  other  governments,  but  as  the 
Act  reserves  to  the  new  council  all  the 
liberties,  privileges,  and  ioununities  en- 
joyed by  tiie  other,  except  m  the  cases 
Srovided  for,  it  is  apprehended  that  such 
irection  cannot  be  ghren^  and  for  the 
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same  reason  it  has  appeared  at  least  doubt- 
ful, whether  the  crown  could  delegate  to 
you  the  powers  of  suspension  and  appoint- 
ment to  vacancies  pro  tempore^  exercised 
in  the  other  royal  governments.  In  this  si- 
tuation it  became  the  more  necessary  thata 
lieutenant  governor  should  be  immediately 
appointed;  and  the  King  having,  upon 
Mr.  Hutchin&on's  recommendation,  no- 
minated Mr.  Oliver  of  Cambridge  to  that 
office,  inclosed  I  send  you  his  Majesty's 
sign  manual,  containing  his  appointment. 

There  is  little  room  to  hope  that  every 
one  of  the  persons  whom  his  Majesty  has 
appointed  to  be  of  his  council,  will  be  in- 
duced to  accept  that  honour,  for  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  every  art  will  be 
practised  to  intimidate  and  prejudice.  I 
trust,  however,  that  the  number  of  those 
who  decline  will  not  be  so  considerable 
as  to  involve  you  in  any  difficulty  on  that 
account,  or  to  create  any  embarrassment  in 
the  execution  of  a  measure  upon  which  so 
much  depends. 

Whatever  vacancies  may  be  created,  by 
any  of  the  present  members  refusing  to 
act,  ought  to  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  therefore  you  will  transmit  to 
me,  by  the  first  opportunity,  the  names  of 
auch  persons  as  you  think  best  qualified 
for  that  trust,  and  the  most  likely  to  give 
weight  and  authority  to  the  measures  of 
government,  taking  care,  at  the  same 
time,  not  to  propose  any  from  whom  you 
have  not  received  assurances  of  their 
readiness  to  accept  the  office. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  every  artifice 
which  has  been  nitherto  used  with  so  much 
success,  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  sedition 
and  opposition  ^i  the  people,  will  be  exert- 
ed on  the  present  occasion,  to  entangle 
and  embarrass ;  but  the  King  trusts  that 
by  temper  and  prudence  on  the  one  hand, 
and  by  firmness  and  resolution  on  the 
other,  you  will  be  able  to  surmount  all  the 
obstacles  that  can  be  thrown  in  your  way. 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  those 
obstacles  may  be.  If  the  general  court 
ahould  happen  to  be  sitting,  at  the  time 
when  the  new  constitution  of  the  council  is 
to  take  place,  every  advantage  will  proba- 
bly be  taken  that  such  a  situation  aiJOTords, 
to  create  difficulties  and  throw  the  busU 
ness  into  perplexity;  but  however  that 
may  be,  and  whatever  may  be  urged,  tliere 
*€an  be  no  doubt  that  a  prorogation  at 
least  will  become  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  to  put  an  end  to  any  business  that 
may  be  depending  before  the  old  council. 
Perhaps  circumstances  may  require  a  dis- 


solution, but  it  is  much  to  be  wished,  that 
if  possible  such  a  measure  may  be  avoided. 

The  letters  received  from  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son since  you  sailed  froih  Plymouth,  con* 
tain  an  account  of  the  public  proceediags 
down  to  the  5th  of  April,  at  which  time  it 
does  not  appear'  that  any  intelligence  had 
been  received  in  the  province  of  the  steps 
that  were  taking  here.  It  was  therefore 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  conduct 
and  measures  of  the  faction  would  be,  as 
they  actually  were,  of  the  same  colour 
and  complexion  with  those  they  had  be- 
fore pursued. 

The  impeachment  of  the  chief  justice 
seems  to  have  been  the  favourite  object  of 
both  council  and  assembly;  but  as  Mr. 
Hutchinson  had  with  equal  firmness  and 
discretion  defeated  that  measure  by  pro- 
rogation, it  is  not  necessary  for  roe  to  say 
more  upon  so  extravagant  a  proceeding, 
than  that  it  was  altogether  an  unwarrant- 
able assumption  of  power,  to  which  that 
government  is^  not,  I  conceive,  either  in 
the  nature  or  principles  of  it,  in  any  de-* 
gree  competent. 

To  what  further  extravagance  the  peo- 
ple may  be  driven  it  is  difficult  to  saj; 
whatever  violences  are  committed  must 
be  resisted  with  firmness;  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  this  kingdom  over  its 
colonies  must  be  vindicated,  and  its  lawa 
obeyed  throughout  the  whole  empire. 

It  is  not  only  its  dignity  and  reputatiois 
but  its  power,  nay  its  very  existence  de- 
pends upon  the  present  moment;  for 
should  those  ideas  of  independence,  which 
some  dangerous  and  ill-designing  persoDS 
here  are  artfully  endeavouring  to  instiu 
into  the  minds  of  the  King's  Aoaericaa 
subjects,  once  take  root,  that  relation  be- 
tween this  kingdom  and  its  colonies,  which 
is  the  bond  of  peace  and  power,  will  soon 
cease  to  exist,  and  destruction  tnust  iol\o^ 
disunion.  It  is  not  the  mere  claim  of  ex- 
emption from  the  authority  of  parliament 
in  a  particular  case  that  has  brought  oa 
the  present  crisis ;  it  is  actual  disobedi* 
ence  and  open  resistance  that  have  com- 
pelled coercive  measures,  and  I  have  no 
longer  any  other  confidence  in  the  hopei 
I  ha4  enteruined  that  the  public  peaci 
and  tranquillity  would  be  restored,  but 
that  whidi  I  derive  from  your  abilities, 
and  the  reliance  I  have  on  your  prudence, 
for  a  wke  and  discreet  exercise  of  the  aur 
thorities  given  to  you  by  the  Acts  which  I 
now  send  you. 

The  powers  contained  in  the  Act  iw 
the  more  impartial  administratioB  of  jui* 
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tice  do,  in  particular,  deserve  your  atten- 
tioo,  for  it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive 
B  situation  of  greater  difficulty  and  deli- 
cacy than  that  which  a  governor  would  be 
ID,  if  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  exercis- 
ing his  discretion  in  the  case  provided  for; 
but  it  is  a  case  that  I  trust  will  never 
occur,  and  I  will  hope,  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  endeavours,  equally  flagitious 
and  contemptible,  used  by  a  few  desperate 
men  to  create  in  the  people  ideas  of  more 
geoeral  resistance,  the  thinking  part  of 
them  will  be  awakened  to  such  a  sense  of 
their  true  interests,  and  of  the  miseries 
that  await  a  further  continuance  of  these 
imbappy  disputes,  as  to  exert  their  best 
eodeavours  for  a  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  thereby  give  such  effect  and 
countenance  to  the  civil  authority,  as  to 
leuder  any  other  interposition  than  that  of 
the  ordinary  civil  magistrate  unnecessary. 

There  is  another  American  Bill  for 
making  more  effectual  provision  for  quar« 
tering  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  that  has 
paoed  both  Houses,  and  waits  for  the 
TO]ral  aasent,  which  although  of  general 
purport,  is  founded  principally  on  a  case 
that  occurred  in  the  provmce  of  Massa- 
diuaet's  Bay. 

You  will  remember  what  happened  at 
BoetoQ  in  1770>  respecting  the  quartering 
the  two  regiments  sent  thither  from  Hali- 
iaz,  and  the  artifices  used  by  forced  con- 
rtructions  of  the  act  of  parliament  to  elude 
the  execution  of  it,  and  to  embarrass  the 
King's  service.  Iq  order  therefore  to 
prereDt  the  like  in  future,  the  present  Bill 
IS  adopted,  and  inclosed  I  send  you  a 
printea  copy  of  it,  hoping  to  be  able  to 
aend  the  Act  itself  by  the  first  ship. 

Bxtract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouthy  dati^  Salem,  26th  June, 
1774. 

My  lord;  the  general  court  met  here 
to  the  7th  instant,  and,  after  the  inclosed 
protest,  proceeded  to  business,  and  sent 
loe  the  inclosed  address.  During  the 
ihon  sewons,  several  private  Bills,  and  a 
to  Bill  were  passed. 

A  committee  of  the  house  sat  for  some 
fays,  keeping  their  business  very  secret; 
hnt  giving  out,  they  were  upon  moderate 
ind  conciliating  measures.  T^ey  made 
their  report,  I  am  informed,  on  the  17th 
juitant,  when  the  door  was  ordered  to  be 
v^eA;  but  their  proceedings  getting 
^^^  I  sent  the  secretary  to  dissolve 
MB,   Ibey  would , not  admit  him,,  and 
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he  was  obliged  to  do  it  by  proclamation, 
on  the  outside  of  the  door.  I  transmit 
your  lordship  the  resolves  they  have  pub* 
fished. 

The  couocil'sent  me  the  inclosed  libel, 
on  my  predecessors  in  this  government, 
in  an  address;  on  which  account,  I  re- 
fused to  receive  it,  sending  them  the  rea- 
sons for  my  refusal,  which  1  also  send  your 
lordship. 

If  the  dissolution  will  be  productive  of 
good,  or  not,  remains  to  be  known ;  but 
the  contrivers  of  all  the  mischief  in  tlie 
town  of  Boston,  I  am  informed,  are  now 
spiriting  up  the   people  throughout  th% 

Srovince  to  resistance,  as  well  to  the  Port 
(ill,  as  to  three  other  Acts  daily  expected, 
rough  draughts  of  which  were  {printed 
here  about  the  4th  instant,  and  the 
speeches  made  upon  them  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  published  in  the  newspaners. 
Sensible  and  well-affected  people  nave 
told  me,  they  have  no  doubt  that  their  in- 
tention is  to  try  to  raise  the  province  to 
arms ;  but  I  hope  they  suspect  and  fear 
too  much :  and,  however  prone  their  in- 
clinations may  be  to  so  wicked  a  project,  I 
trust  they  want  power  to  effect  it. 

In  Boston  the  greatest  pains  have  been, 
and  are  taking,  to  oppose  all  measures 
tending  to  open  the  port,  by  flattering  the 
people  with  assistance  from  the  other  pro- 
vinces, promises  of  collections,  and  pre* 
sents  to  enable  them  to  subsist,  and  the 
happy  effects  of  a  general  congress,  which, 
they  make  no  doubt,  will  force  Great  Bri- 
tain into  their  own  terms.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  gentlemen  who,  through  fear 
of  the  tyranny  under  which  they  have 
lived,  dared  not  to  act  or  speak,  encourag- 
ed now,  by  the  late  resolutions  of  govern- 
ment, have  ventured  to  step  forth,  and 
are  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  people 
to  comply  with  the  act  of  parliament,  as 
the  only  means  to  save  their  town  from 
ruin.  Till  they  are  pinched,  and  find  they 
are  deceived  in  their  hopes  of  support,  by 
presents  and  collections,  the  affair  will 
probably  rest  in  this  situation ;  but  the 
Act  must  certainly,  sooner  or  later,  work 
its  own  way. 

They  will  not  agree  to  non-importation, 
either  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  or 
even  in  this  province,  though  I  believe  a 
congress,  of  some  sort,  may  be  obtained  ; 
but  when,  or  how  it  will  be  composed,'  is 
yet  at  a  distance :  and,  after  all,  Boston 
may  get  little  more  than  fair  words. 

I  got  the  consent  of  council  to  my  no- 
xnination  of  Mr.  Justice  Brown,  of  the  in* 
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ferior  court  of  Essex  county,  to  succeed 
the  late  judge  Ropes,  as  judge  in  the  su- 
perior court,  and  he  is  appointed  and 
fivrorn  in  accordingly. 

The  4th  and  43d  regiments  encamped 
on  Boston  common  the  i4th  and  15th  in- 
stant ;  the  latter  came  into'  the  harbour 
tlie  1st  instant,  but  their  tents  having,  by 
mistake,  been  put  into  the  transports  of 
the  4th  regiment,  they  were  obliged  to 
wait  for  them.  Their  arrival  has  given 
spirits  to  the  friends  of  government,  and 
we  are  looking  out  for  the  troops  from 
Ireland:  three  companies,  from  thence, 
of  the  5th  regiment  are  arrived,  and  the 
remainder  may  be  daily  expected. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Salem,  the  5th  of  July, 
1774.     [Received  2d  August.] 

My  lord;  since  my  letter.  No.  3,  of  the 
26th  ult.  a  number  of  the  better  sort  of 
people  attended  a  town  meeting  at  Boston, 
with  design  to  make  a  push  to  pay  for  the 
tea,  and  annihilate  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, but  they  were  out-voted  by 
a  great  majority  of  the  lower  class.  The 
minority  drew  up  a  protest,  which  I  trans- 
mit your  lordship  from  a  news*paper. 

The  above  committee  had  sent  a  cir- 
cular letter  through  the  province,  accom- 
panied with  a  paper  called  a  League  and 
Covenant,  of  so  pernicious  a  tendency, 
that  I  judged  it  proper,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  publish  a  proclamation  to  prevent 
the  ill  effects  of  it,  as  much  as  possible. 
I  inclose  your  lordship  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
clamation, together  with  printed  copies  of 
the  letter  and  covenant ;  and  also  part  of 
a  news-paper,  containing  as  much  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  abovementioned  town 
meeting,  as  the  faction  chose  to  publish, 
and  a  protest  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
the  county  of  Worcester,  against  all  riot- 
4)us  disorders,  and  seditious  practices. 

Your  lordship  will  perceive,  that  the 
proclamation  is  not  published  with  advice 
of  council.  There  was  no  time  to  lose ;  I 
had  a  right  to  issue  it  without  their  con- 
tent, as  I  was  con6dent  I  could  not  ob- 
tain it.  I  gave  notice  afterwards  for  a 
council  to  assemble,  intending  to  lay  the 
letter  and  covenant  before  them  ;  but,  on 
the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  one 
who  had  been  summoned,  did  not  appear, 
BO  that  there  was  not  enough  to  make  up 
a  quorum ;   some  of  those  who  attended 

Save  me  to  understand,  that  they  should 
esire  a  general  council  to  be  called,  be- 
fore they  entered  upon  such  business* 
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I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  spirit 
up  every  friend  to  government,  and  the 
measures  taken  by  administration  encou* 
rage  many  to  speak  and  act  publicly,  in  a 
manner  they  have  not  darea  to  do  for  a 
very  long  time  past.  Your  lordship  will 
observe,  that  there  is  no)r  an  open  oppo* 
sition  to  the  faction,  carried  on  with  a 
warmth  and  spirit  unknown  before,  which 
it  is  highly  proper  and  necessary  to  cherish 
and  support  by  every  means ;  and  I  hope 
It  will  not  be  very  long  before  it  produces 
very  salutary  enects.  Your  lordship  is 
acquainted  with  the  usurpation  and  ty- 
ranny established  here  by  edicts  of  town 
meetings;  inforced  by  mobs,  by  assuming 
the  sole  use  and  power  of  the  press,  and 
influencing  the  pulpits;  by  nominating 
and  intimidating  of  juries,  and,  in  some 
instances,  threatening  the  judges;  and 
this  usurpation  has,  by  time,  acquired  a 
firmness,  that,  I  fear,  is  not  to  be  annihi- 
lated at  once,  or  by  ordinary  metbodSi 
A  free  and  impartial  course  of  justice, 
whereby  delinquents  can  be  brought  to 
punishment,  1  apprehend  to  be  the  chief 
thing  wanting :  the  terror  of  mobs  is  over, 
and  the  press  is  becoming  free. 

Although  I  do  not  credit  many  reports 
and  opinions  sent  me,  yet  I  do  not  hold  it 
prudent  totally  to  disregard  them ;  and,  on 
that  account,  I  have  ordered  the  trans- 
ports which  brought  the  4th  regiment 
here,  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  New  York, 
and  wait  there  for  farther  orders.  1  in- 
tend, if  I  see  occaisipn  for  it,  to  bring  a 
regiment  here  from  '  thence ;  and  the 
transports  of  the  43d  are  kept  in  readi- 
ness to  sail  for  Halifax  on  the  same  er* 
rand ;  these  motions  I  hear  give  spirits  to 
one  side,  and  have  thrown  a  damp  on  the 
other.    1  have,  &c.  Tho.  Gage. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth. Dated  Boston,  20th  July, 
1774- 

Affairs  continue  here  much  in  the  same 
situation  as  when  I  wrote  to  your  lordship 
on  the  6th  inst.  though  1  don't  find  the 
merchants  have  repeated  their  attempt  to 
comply  with  the  Port  Bill,  with  the  spirit  I 
hoped  for.  Materials  wanted  to  carry  on 
trades,  I  am  told,  begin  to  fail ;  and  the 
carrying  molasses  and  rum  twenty-eight 
miles  by  land,  is  found  not  to  answer  as 
well  as  it  was  expected  it  would  ;  but  the 
people  are  kept  up  by  the  assurances  of 
assistance  from  the  other  colonies,  where 
their  leaders  have  contrived  to  w»  * 
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flamei  wbicfa  has  not  been  a  little  encreased 
by  lettere,  speeches,  and  pbragraphs  sent 
frooi  England. 

Soatb  Carolina  baa  sent  some  rice  for 
^  support  of  the  people  here ;  I  don't 
mean  the  province,  bat  some  disafiected 
penoos  in  Charlestown :  and  a  few  sheep, 
It  it  said,  have  been  sent  from  some  other 
place;  bat  resources  of  this  kind  are  too 
precarious  to  be  depended  upon,  and  must 
fail  them.  The  great  object  here  has  been 
to  persuade  the  other  colonies,  to  make 
the  cause  of  Boston  the  common  cause  of 
America;  and  when  the  deputies  for  hold- 
ing the  general  congress  assemble,  the 
Boston  faction,  it  is  probable,  will  paj  the 
rest  the  compliment  of  taking  their  advice ; 
and  I  understand  it  to  be  the  opinion  of 
most  of  the  other  colonies,  that  Boston 
thoold  begin  by  indemnifying  the  India 
Company.  The  virulent  party  at  New 
York  is  routed,  and,  we  are  told,  that 
Philadelphia  is  moderate. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  new  Act  for 
die  better  government  of  this  province, 
tboagfa  it  is  printed  here ;  and  many  tell 
me,  I  must  expect  all  the  opposition  to 
the  execution  of  it  that  can  be  made.  I 
hope  the  new  counsellors  and  the  magis- 
tiates  will  be  firm. 

The  fast  day  appointed  by  the  faction, 
was  kept  in  this  town  on  the  14th  instant, 
M  generally,  and  as  punctually,  as  if  it 
had  been  appointed  by  authority.  1 
.  night  say  the  same  of  most  other  places, 
though  it  waa  not  universal,  for  in  a  few 
places  no  regard  was  paid  to  it ;  but  the 
league  and  covenant  has  not  succeeded  as 
the  faction  expected. 

They  rely  here  to  obtain  all  their  ends 
00  the  same  measures  as  they  before 
adopted,  viz.  an  union  of  the  colonies,  a 
non- importation,  if  their  demanc|s  are  not 
tatiefiea,  the  assistance  of  their  friends  in 
England,  and  a  general  clamour  of  the 
iDerchants  and  manufacturers. 

Extract  of  a  Lstter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Salem,  27th  July,  1774s 

I  left  Boston  the  21st  instant,  to  meet 
Ae  council  at  Salem,  for  the  issuing  of 
tnoney  to  pay  debts  incurred;  and  yes- 
terday morning  received  a  printed  notifi- 
cation of  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  that 
day  at  Boston,  of  which  I  send  your  lord- 
ship a  copy.  In  my  letter,  No.  6,  I  ex- 
F^  an  expectation  of  opposition  to  the 
Act  expected  for  the  better  government  of 
^  provmce ;  and  the  notification  for  the 
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town  meeting  seems  to  be  a  prelude  to  it. 
Whatever  the  opposition  is,  I  will  do  my 
best  to  defeat  it,  and  take  every  step  I  can 
to  enforce  the  law. 

L£TT£R  from  the  Hon.  Governor  Gage, 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated 
Salem,  27th  August,  1774.  [Re- 
ceived l&t  October.] 

My  lord  ;  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  lordship's  separate  letter,  dated  Srd 
of  June,  on  the  6th  instant,  in  which  came 
inclosed  two  acts  of  parliament  for  regu- 
lating the  government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  and  for  the  more  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  said  province, 
together  with  an  additional  instruction  to 
the  governor,  Mr.  Oliver's  appointment 
of  lieutenant  governor,  and  a  printed  copy 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Mutinv  Bill  for 
America,  relating  to  the  clause  lor  quar- 
tering the  King's  troops. 

No  time  was  lost  in  forming  the  new 
council.  I  assembled  all  the  members  who 
could  be  collected,  on  so  short  a  notice, 
on  the  8th  instant,  and  appointed  the 
whole  to  meet  on  the  16th.  The  list  in- 
closed will  inform  your  lordship  of  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  sworn  in,  of  those 
who  have  refused  to  accept  the  nomini^ 
tion,  or  are  wavering,  absent,  or  dead. 

The  24  who  have  accepted  the  honour 
the  King  has  conferred  upon  them,  are  aa 
respectable  persons  as  any  in  the  province, 
and  the  lieutenant  governor  is  generally 
approved  of  by  all  parties.  I  must  defer 
sending  your  lordship  recommendations  to 
the  vacancies,  to  another  opportunity ; 
for  though  I  have  several  in  my  mind,  I 
am  first  to  be  assured  of  their  willingness 
to  act ;  and  the  number  of  coansellora 
being  considerable,  gives  time  to  look  Qut 
for  others.  Your  lordship  judged  right, 
that  art  would  be  practised  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  intimidate  and  prejudice;  even 
force  was  attempted  on  Mr.  Ruggfes,  by 
a  number  of  people  collected  on  the  road 
near  Worcester,  with  intent  to  stop  him, 
but  he  made  hts^way  through  them. 

My  former  letters  have  acquainted  your 
lordship,  that  the  Acts  in  question  had  been 
published  here,  and  people  have  had  lei^ 
sure  to  consider  means  to  elude  them; 
in  doing  which,  they  are  very  expert.  At 
a  town  meeting,  held  at  Boston  in  July, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  calling  a  meeting  af- 
terwards, they  adjourned  themselves  to 
the  9th  of  August,  and  adjourned  again 
on  that  day,  to  some  time  in  October.  I 
assembled  the  select  men  in  Boston,  had 
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Ihe  clause  read  respecting  town  meetiDgs ; 
told  them,  I  expected  their  obedience  to 
it,  that  I  should  put  the  Act  in  force,  and 
that  they  would  be  answerable  for  anj 
bad  consequences.  Thej  replied,  they  had 
called  no  meeting,  that  a  former  meeting 
had  only  adjourned  themselves. 

i  laid  the  affair  of  adjournments  before 
the  new  council,  and  found  some  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  clause  was  thereby  clearly 
evaded,  and  nearly  the  whole  unwilling  to 
debate  upon  it ;  terming  it,  a  point  of  law, 
which  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  crown 
lawyers,  whose  opinion  is  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  and  by  which  I  must  govern  myself. 

Another  clause  of  the  Act  is  likewise  re- 
ferred to  the  lawyers,  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  sheriffs.  Upon  intimating  to  the 
council  my  desire  to  remove  a  sheri^ 
some  immediately  objected,  that  it  did  not 
belong  to  the  council,  for  that  the  go- 
vernor was  alone  impowered  to  remove 
any  of  the  sheriffs  now  in  office,  and  that 
the  Act  only  required  consent  of  council 
to  remove  such  sheriffs  as  the  governor 
should  first  appoint,  by  his  own  authority, 
and  want  to  remove  afterwards.  It  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  council,  that 
An  assembly  should  be  called,  as  early  as 
possible,  and  writs  will  be  issued  for  their 
meeting  by  the  latter  end  of  October. 

The  state  of  the  province  was,  at  the 
same  time,  taken  into  consideration,  and 
a  letter  read  that  1  had  received  from 
Hampdiire  county,  an  extract  of  which  I 
transmit  to  your  lordship ;  and  several 
members  gave  an  account  of  the  state  of 
their  respective  counties,  from  whence 
It  appeared,  that  the  phrenzy  had  spread 
in  a  greater  or  less  oegree  through  all ; 
of  which  I  shall  write  more  fully  before 
closing  my  letter. 

Since  the  unwarrantable  impeachment 
of  the  chief  justice,  I  understand  he  has 
never  taken  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  but 
he  has  promised  me  to  attend  the  superior 
court  at  Boston,  towards  the  end  of  the 
month ;  and  I  hope  he  will  preside  also  in 
said  court,  to  be  held  at  Worcester  in 
September,  notwithstanding  the  threats 
thrown  out  against  him.  I  have  engaged 
to  meet  him  at  Boston,  to  prevent  vio- 
lence ;  which,  from  the  present  system,  1 
do  not  expect  to  meet  with  there ;  and  I 
believe  that  I  must  attend  him  also  at 
Worcester,  where  I  am  to  expect  it. 

Bj^  the  plan  lately  adopted,  forcible  op- 
position and  violence  is  to  be  transferred 
from  the  town  of  Boston  to  the  country. 

The  copy  inclosed  of  a  letter  from  the 


Boston  committee  of  correspondence  ta 
the  several  counties,  will  sufficiently  evince 
the  intention  of  those  leaders,,  who,  bj 
said  letter,  emissaries,  and  other  means, 
have  contrived,  while  Boston  affects  quiet 
and  tranquillity,  to  raise  a  flame,  not  only 
throughout  this  province,  but  also  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut.  The  original 
letter  is  signed  by  the  town  clerk,  though, 
from  a  caution  lately  observed,  they  omit 
his  name  in  the  newspaper,  from  whence 
the  inclosed  is  taken. 

In  consequence  of  the  new  plan,  po> 
pular  rage  has  appeared  at  the  extremity 
oi  the  province,  abetted  by  Connecticut, 
which  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  Hamp- 
shire, read  in  council,  shews ;  it  is  very 
high  also  in  Berkshire  county,  and  makes 
way  rapidly  to  the  rest.  In  Worcester 
they  keep  no  terms,  openly  threaten  re- 
sistance by  arms,  have  been  purchasing 
arms,  preparing  them,  casting  balls,  and 
providing  powder ;  and  threaten  to  attack 
any  troops  who  dare  to  oppose  them. 
Mr.  Ruggles  of  the  new  council,  is  afraid 
to  take  his  seat  as  judge  of  the  inferior 
court,  which  sits  at  Worcester,  on  the 
7th  of  next  month,  and  I  apprehend  that 
I  shall  soon  be  obliged  to  march  a  body  of 
troops  into  that  township,  and  perhaps 
into  others,  as  occasion  happens,  to  pre- 
serve the  peace. 

The  delegates,  as  they  are  called,  (roin 
this  province,  are  gone  to  Philadelphia, 
to  meet  the  rest,  who  are  to  form  the 
general  congress,  and  it  is  thought  it  will 
be  determined  there,  whether  the  town  of 
Boston  is  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
Port  Bill.  It  is  not  possible  to  gueii 
what  a  body,  composed  of  such  hetero- 
geneous matter,  will  determine :  but  the 
members  from  hence,  1  am  assured,  will 
promote  the  most  haughty  and  insolent 
resolves :  fior  their  plan  has  ever  been,  by 
threats  and  high  sounding  sedition,  to  ter« 
rify  and  intimidate. 

Some  believe,  tliat  the  congress  has 
been  consented  to  in  other  proviooesy 
only  to  amuse  those  among  themselves 
who  have  been  so  strangely  violent  in  sup- 
port of  Boston,  and  to  which  their  owp 
provincial  factions  have  not  a  little  contn* 
buted ;  others  fear  a  non-importation ; 
and  I  hear  the  merchants  are  sending  for 
double  the  quantity  of  goods  they  usually 
import ;  and  in  order  to  get  credit  for 
them,  are  sending  home  all  the  monef 
they  can  collect;  insomuch,  that  bills 
have  risen  at  New  York,  above  5  psr 
cent.    From  this  drcumstaoce  your  loi^ 
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ihip  may  jadge  of  others ;  they  want  to 
force  you  into  their  terms,  by  threatening 
niio  to  your  merchants  and  ihanufac- 
tarers,  and  at  the  same  time  are  procuring 
ail  the  merchandize  they  can  get  from 
them,  lest  they  should  be  in  want  of  it 
tbemseWes. 

The  council  being  formed,  the  assembly 
man  act  with  it,  or  annihilate  the  legisla- 
ture, and  there  is  a  surmise  that  will  be 
the  case :  and  since  the  Boston  committee 
have  apph'ed  to  the  oountry,  they  have,  in 
lome  counties,  I  understand,  held  county 
meetings,  and  intend  it  in  all :  it  has  not 
traospired  what  has  been  done;  but  re- 
port says,  they  mean  to  have  no  courts  of 
justice,  unless  the  judges  agree  not  to 
obey  the  new  Acts ;  and  that  the  inferior 
court  has  been  stopped  in  Berkshire 
coao^,  and  the  judges  mal-treated.  I 
have  it  only  from  report,  but  fear  there  is 
lome  foundation  for  it. 

I  transmit  your  lordship  a  notification 
posted  up  in  Salem  for  the  choice  of  de- 
puties for  a  county  meeting,  in  which 
joor  lordship  will  observe  another  evasion 
•boat  town  meetings,  foi^  this  i»  called  by 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  and  not 
hj  the  select  men.  Being  on  the  spot,  I 
waed  a  proclamation  in  the  mommg  of 
the  intended  meeting,  to  prevent  it,  and 
theiheriff,  with  other  magistrates,  attend- 
mg  me,  I  told  the  committee  to  tell  the 
peo|^e  assembled,  and  assembling,  to  dis- 
perse, dse  I  should  proceed,  and  send  the 
sheriff  to  disperse  them ;  and  they,  the 
committee,  should  answer  for  any  bad 
consequences.  The  people  behaved  with 
great  decency,  and  retired  immediately, 
though  I  doubt  not,  as  the  deputies  ever 
preyjously  agreed  to,  that  they  did  their 
baaness  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  gone 
into  their  chamber  of  meeting.  Nothing 
^a  general  phrenzy  can  make  the  pro- 
vince safer  the  inconveniences  that  must 
irise  from  the  want  of  a  legislature  and 
courts  of  justice,  therefore,  hope  it  is  only 
a  fit  of  rage,  that  will  cool;  besides  the 
coorts  can  and  will  be  protected  in  many 
places. 

It  is  agreed  that  popular  fury  was  never 
grater  m  this  province,  than  at  present, 
and  it  has  taken  tta  rise  from  the  old  source 
^  Boston,  though  it  has  appeared  first  at 
a  distance.  Thoae  demagogues  trust  their 
•teiy  in  the  long  forbearance  of  govern- 
jjant,  and  an  assurance  that  they  cannot 
be  panisbed.  They  chicane,  elude,  openly 
'Xwte,  or  passively  resist  the  laws,  as  op- 
Pwiuaity  serves;  and  oppoiition  to  au- 


thority IS  of  so  long  standing,  that  it  is  be- 
come habitual. 

In  this  situation  I  find  things,  and  must 
do  the  best  I  can  ta  put  them  into  a  better 
sute.  Connecticut,  I  understand,  is 
alarmed  at  the  alteration  in  this  charter, 
which  occasions  the  commotions  in  that 
province,  and  if  the  leaders  change  their 
plan  of  opposition,  which  has  hitherto  been 
to  menace  and  intimidate,  teize  and  tire 
out  and  create  ideas  of  greater  resistance 
in  the  people,  and  drive  them  to  further 
extravagancies,  I  conceive  we  should  have 
to  oppose  this  province  and  Connecticut. 
I  do  not  apprehend  any  assistance  would 
be  given  by  the  other  colonies.  Since  my 
last  to  your  lordship,  the  50th  regiment 
landed  from  Halifax,  and  is  encamped 
near  Salem,  and  general  Ualdimand  has 
sent  the  Welsh  fusil  eers  from  New  York, 
and  replaced  them  bv  the  47th  regiment, 
from  New  Jersey.  I  believe  your  lord- 
ship, considering  the  state  of  affairs  here, 
will  not  think  it  advisable  for  me  to  part 
with  any  of  the  regiments,  and  I  mean  to 
advise  with  the  admiral  about  sending 
back  the  transports.    I^have,  &c. 

Thomas  Gagk. 

Extract  {^  a  Letter  from  the  lion. 
Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  September  2d, 
1774.    [Received  1st  October.] 

Yoi^r  lordship's  dispatch.  No.  6,  is  duly 
received;  your  lordsnip  will  know  that 
the  state,  not  of  this  province  only,  but  of 
the  rest,  is  greatly  changed  since  Mr. 
Hutchinson  left  America.  Though  I  saw 
things  were  bad  when  I  wrote  from  Salem, 
'I  found  them  much  worse  than  I  expected 
when  I  arrived  here.  Several  of  the  new 
counsellors,  who  dwell  at  a  distance,  had 
fled  from  their  houses,  and  been  obliged 
to  seek  protection  among  the  troops  at 
Boston ;  m  that  number  were  Messieurs 
Ruggles,  Edson,  Leonard  and  Murray, 
and  Messieurs  Loring  and  Pepperell  are 
lately  come  into  town.  The  object  of  the 
people  was  to  force  them  to  give  up  their 
seats  in  council,  which  has  taken  effect  with 
Mr.  Paine,  who  was  seized  and  roughly 
treated.  There  are  bad  reports  of  Mr.  Wat- 
son, though  I  have  no  news  from  him,  but 
Mr.  Willard  was  grievously  mal-treated,  first 
in  Connecticut,  where  he  went  on  business; 
and  every  township  he  passed  through  in 
his  way  home,  in  this  province,  had  pre- 
vious notice  of  his  approach  and  ready  to 
insult  him ;  arms  were  put  to  his  breast, 
with  threats   of  instant  death,   unless  be 
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iigned  a  paper,  the  contents  of  which  be 
did  not  know  or  regard.  He  went  home^ 
after  making  me  that  report ;  but  the  news 
Uf  that  a  large  body  was  marching  to  his 
houKe  in  Lancaster,  to  force  him  to  some 
other  concessions*  Upon  the  first  rumour 
of  disturbance,  Mr.  Andrei  Oliver  re- 
aigned  his  seat  in  council,  as  have  also 
since  Mr.  Isaac  Winslow,  Thomas  Hut- 
chinson Lee,  of  Cambridge,  Danforthy  and 
this  moment  Mr.  Watson. 

With  regard  to  the  clause  in  the  new 
Acts,  relative  to  town  meetings,  so  many 
elusions  are  discovered,  pnder  various  pre- 
tensions of  adjournments,  electing  to  vacant 
offices,  people  assembling  peaceably  with- 
out notification,  upon  their  own  aftairs, 
and  withal  no  penalty,  that  no  persons  I 
have  advised  with  can  tell  what  to  do  with 
it ;  at  a  distance  they  go  on  as  usual,  but 
worse  transactions  make  that  matter  of 
little  consequence  in  the  present  moment. 

I  came  here  to  attend  the  superior  court, 
ftnd  in  -the  intention  to  send  -a  body  of 
troops  to  Worcester  to  protect  the  court 
there,  and  if  wanted,  to  send  parties  to  the 
houses  of  some  of  the  counsellors  who 
dwell  in  that  county ;  but  finding  from  un- 
doubted* authority,  that  the  flames  of  se- 
dition had  spread  universally  throughout 
the  country  beyond  conception,  the  coun- 
•elloYs  already  drove  away,  and  that  no 
courts  could  proceed  on  business,  I  wait- 
ed the  event  of  the  sitting  of  the  superior 
court  here  on  the  SOtli  ultimo ;  the  judges 
met,  but  could  get  neither  gra&d  nor  petit 

jury- 

I  ordered  a    council  to  assemble;  but 

QpoQ  the  representatioQ  that  they  should 
be  watched,  stopped  and  insulted  on  the 
road  to  Salem,  and  desiring  to  be  assem- 
bled here,  I  hope  his  Majesty  will  approve 
of  my  consenting  to  their  request.  The 
council  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  very 
improper  to  weaken  the  troops  here,  by 
any  detachments  whatever,  as  they  could 
not  be  of  any  use  to  the  courts,  as  no 
jurors  would  appear,  and,  by  that  means 
defeat  their  proceedings;  and  that  dis- 
turbance being  so  general,  and  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  spot,  there  vims  no 
knowing  where  to  send  them  to  be  of  use, 
and  would  terminate  only  in  dividing  them 
in  small  detachments,  and  tempt  numbers 
to  fall  upon  them,  which  was  reported  to 
be  the  scheme  of  the  directors  of  these 
operations.  It  was  considered,  that 
the  whole  was  at  stake.  Connecticut^ 
«nd  (they  add)  Rhode  Idand  as  fu- 
rious as  they  are  in  this  province;  and 
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that  the  first,  and  only  step  now  to  take, 
was  to  secure  the  friends  of  government  in 
Boston,  and  reinforce  the  troops  here  with 
as  many  more  as  could  possibly  be  col- 
lected, and  to  act  as  opportunities  and 
exigencies  shall  offer. 

I  have  for  some  time  consultetl  with  ge* 
neral  Haldimand  the  securing  the  maga- 
zines at  New  York,  part  of  which  is  in 
Castle  William,  though  by  all  accounts 
every  thing  there  is  quiet,  the  people  in 
general,  moderate  and  well  aftected  to  all 
measures  but  taxations;  and,  as  I  don't 
see  that  ttie  regiment  there,  or  the  part  of 
the  18th  at  Philadelphia,  can  in  any  case 
be  of  any  use  where  they  are,  I  propose 
to  order  major  general  Haldimand,  with 
those  corps,  to  this  place.  I  liave  thovights 
also,  of  sending  transports  to  Quebec  for 
the  10th  and  52d  regiments,  who  were  to 
have  been  relieved  this  year,  if  the  internal 
circum'stances  of  that  province  admit  it 
I  think  there  can  be  no  danger  from  with- 
out, as  Uie  river  will  be  impracticable  soon 
after  they  come  down  it,  and  we  may  be 
ready,  in  the  spring,  to  reinforce  the  gar* 
risen.  I  am  unwilling  to  weaken  Quebec, 
and  nothing  but  extremity  of  affiurs  caM 
make  me  think  of  it. 

This  state  of  affairs,  I  give  your  lord- 
ship, is  from  ninnberless  accounts  from 
gentlemen  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  who  know  the  pftch  of  en* 
thusiasm  to  which  the  people  are  now 
raised;  gentlenaen  who  are  senaible,  re* 
markably  firm,  and  not  to  be  intimidated ; 
amongst  others,  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Murray^ 
Leonard,  and  Edson,  who  have  abandoeed 
their  dwellii^s  to  the  mercy  of  the  people^ 
as  have  lately  Messrs*  Lariog  and  Fep* 
perell. 

Civil  government  is  near  its  end ;  the 
courts  of  justice  expiring  one  after  another; 
and  where  there  is  no  other  reason  for  not 
sufl^ing  them,  it  is  that  the  judges  of  the 
inferior  courts,  as  well  as  the  justices,  are 
under  the  governor's  influence  by  the  new 
Acts,  though  thesaid  Acts  don't  take  placet 
as  to  juries,  till  next  month ;  but  he  may 
now  turn  them,  the  judges,  and  justkes^ 
out  at  pleasure,  though  he  has  as  yet  made 
no  change  in  them. 

Precepts  are  issued  for  the  calling  anas« 
sembly  m  the  beginning  of  next  montht 
though  uncertain  whether  the  people  will 
chuse  representatives :  but  we  may  be  as* 
sured,  if  chosen,  that  they  will  not  act  wii^ 
the  new  council ;  and  it  is  supposed,  the 
project  has  been  to  annihilate  the  tm^ 
council,  before  meetings  to  throw  the  e^ 
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fttsal  upon  the  governor  to  act  with  the 
M  council  elected  last  sessions ;  so  that 
we  shall  shortly  be  without  Jaw  or  legisla- 
tire  powers. 

The  judges  of  the  superior  court  have 
been  with  me  in  a  hody,  to  represent  the 
impossibility  of  carrying  on  the  business 
of  their  court,  in  any  part  of  the  province ; 
that  the  force  here  was  by  far  too  small  to 
protect  them  every  where,  and,  after  all, 
Bojarora  would  swear  in,  that  it  wasneed- 
leu  lajiog  fines,  which  they  could  not  do 
oa  grand  juries,  there  being  no  law  for  it 
b  the  province,  and  withal  it  would  be  in 
laio,  the  refusals  being  universal. 

I  mean,  my  lord,  to  secure  all  I  can  by 
d^rees,  to  avoid  any  bloody  crisis  as  long 
ai  possible,  unless  forced  into  it  by  them- 
lelfes,  which  may  happen.  His  Majesty 
villin  the  mean  time  judge  what  is  best 
to  be  done ;  but  your  lordship  will  permit 
Be  to  mention  that  as  it  is  judged  here, 
that  it  will  be  resolved  to  stem  the  tor- 
lent,  and  not  yield  to  it,  that  a  very  re- 
^peoable  force  should  take  the  field.  The 
laments  are  now  composed  of  small 
Dinid)er8,  and  irregulars  will  be  very  ne- 
cessary in  this  country,  many  of  which,  of 
ooe  tort  or  other,  I  conceive  may  be  raised 
]^  Nothing  that  is  said  at  present  can 
palliate;  conciliating,  moderation,  reason- 
ingi  is  over ;  nothing  can  be  done  but  by 
Arcible  means.  A  vast  concourse  of 
y^k  assembled   this   day  from  various 

Srti,  about  eight  miles  from  this;  they 
Te  frightened  and  pursued  many  ob- 
noxious people,  as  they  term  them ;  no- 
body has  asked  assistance,  and  1  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oliver,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  to  beg  1  would,  on  no 
account,  send  any  troops  there,  for  that  it 
*oakl  prove  fatal  to  him.  Mr.  Simpson, 
aoother  counsellor,  has  just  resigned.      * 

Eitractofa  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  September  Sd, 
1774.    [Received  1st  October.] 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  just  made 
weotion  of  a  letter  in  the  moment  received 
wMii  lieutenant  governor  Oliver.  That 
I^Qtleman  came  to  me  yesterday  about 
iM)OD,and  acquainted  roe  that  a  number  of 
P^e  had  passed  his  house  in  Cambridge, 
P|iog  into  that  town,  which  is  about  eight 
^  from  this,  but  that  he  had  talked  to 
Jem,  and  they  listened  to  his  advice,  to 
I*  qiiiet,  and  return  peaceably  home, 
^feh  they  promised  to  do  without  making 
■oy  disturbance.     It  wai  supposed  they 
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assembled,  m  order  to  force  Messrs.  Dan- . 
forth  and  Lee,  to  resign  their .  seats  in 
council,  which  they  had  done  the  day  be* 
fore,  and  on  account  of  some  ammunition 
belonging  to  the  province,  in  the  arsenal 
in  Cambridge,  wnich  I  had  before  sent  a 
detachment  to  secure,  and  lodged  it  in 
Castle  William.  It  was  therefore  con- 
cluded that  all  objects  being  removed,  for 
that  they  were  satisfied  of  h^s  being  in  the 
council)  as  he  was  at  the  same  time  lieu- 
tenant governor,  the  people  would  imme- 
diately go  away ;  and  ne  therefore  begged 
I  would  not  think  of  ordering  any  troops 
there,  as  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
it,  and  it  could  only  be  productive  of  mis- 
chief. Some  hours  afterwards,  three  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs  passed 
through  Cambridge,  saw  great  numbers  of 
people  assembled,  but  no  noise,  and  no 
great  insult  offered  them,  but  one  of  them, 
viz.  Mr.  Hoi  well,  against  whom  some  of 
the  chiefs  of  this  place  are  piqued,  sent  peo- 
ple after  him,  and  he  was  pursued  almost 
to  this  town ;  persons  were  sent  out,  and  re- 
turned with  the  report,  that  all  was  quiet 
near  the  town,  and  no  numbers  seen.  I 
expected  to  hear  from  the  sheriff',  Mr* 
Phipps,  if  any  thing  extraordinary  hap- 
pened at  Cambridge,  but  received  no 
further  advice  till  near  six  in  the  evening, 
when  the  letter  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  inclose,  was  btought  mc  from  the  lieute- 
nant governor,  about  which  time  the  insur- 
gents had  finished  their  business,  and  went 
off*,  after  forcing  him  to  resign  his  seat  in 
council.  I  have  found  since,  that  when 
Mr.  Oliver  came  first  to  me,  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  people's  desire,  and  of 
their  assurances  that  no  disturbance  or 
violence  would  happen  ;  and  he  was  &o 
confident  in  their  promises,  and  of  his  own 
influence  over  them,  as  to  go  back  to 
Cambridge,  and  in  his  way  met  the  sheriff^ 
whom  he  persuaded  to  go  with  him. 
They  thus  both  fell  into  the  snare ;  for 
they  obliged  the  sheriff*  to  sign  a  paper,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Oliver. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hdn.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  20th  Sep- 
tember, 1774. 

Since  my  letters  by  the  Scarborough 
ship  of  war,  I  have  received  some  letters 
and  papers,  which  I  transmit  vour  lordship, 
relative  to  the  proceedings  in  the  distant 
counties,  against  the  courts  of  justice,  and 
resolves  ot  a  county  meeting.  It  is  need- 
less to  trouble  your  lordihip^  with  dailjr 
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publications  of  determined  resolutions,  not 
to  obey  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  or  to 
allow  any  ciyil  oflBcer  acting  under  them, 
from  the  governor  to  the  justice,  to  be 
constitutional  officers.  They  talk  of  fixing 
a  plan  of  government  of  their  own ;  and  it 
is  somewhat  surprizing,  that  so  many  in 
the  other  provinces  interest  themselves  so 
inuch  in  the  behalf  of  this.  I  find  they 
have  some  warm  friends  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia;  and  1  learn  by  an  officer 
who  left  Carolina,  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
gust, that  the  people  of  Charles  Town  are 
as  mad  as  they  are  here. 

The  country  people  are  exercising  in 
i^rms,  in  this  province,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  gettine  magazines  of 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  country,  and 
such  artillery  as  they  can  procure,  good 
and  bad.  They  threaten  to  attack  the 
troops  in  Boston,  and  are  very  angry  at  a 
work  throwing  up  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town  ;  on  which  account,  I  have  had  two 
messages  from  the  select  men,  and  a  third 
from  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

People  are  daily  resorting  to  this  town 
for  protection ;  for  there  is  n6  security  for 
any  person  deemed  a  friend  to  eovernment, 
in  any  part  of  the  country.  £ven  places 
always  esteemed  well  affiscted  have 
caught  the  infection.  The  commissioners 
of  the  customs,  have  thought  it  no  longer 
safe  or  prudent  to  remain  at  Salem,  con- 
sidering the  present  distracted  state  of 
every  part  of  the  province,  and  are 
amongst  others  come  into  the  town,  where 
I  am  obliged  likewise  now  to  reside,  on 
ipany  accounts.  Mr.  Willard  has  been 
oblieed  to  resign  bis  seat  in  council  since 
my  last.  The  rest  remain  firm,  notwith- 
•tanding  daily  threats  of  plunder,  devasta- 
tion and  ruin,  and  even  of  assassination. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1774f. 

My  lord;  the  inplosed  extract  of  a 
letter  from  general  Haldimand,  with  a 
printed  bill  posted  up  at  New  York,  serve 
to  sbew^a  bad  disposition  of  too  many  in 
that  place ;  but  1  hope  the  general  will 
find  means  to  secure  the  stores,  and  that 
the  transports  will  get  up  to  the  town  to 
receive  tnem.  It  was  found  impossible  to 
put  the  troops  under  cover  here  without 
erecting  some  temporary  lodgments; 
and  on  the  supposition  tnat  workmen 
could  not  be  procured  here,  it  was  thought 
•xpediejDt  to  tend  to  New  York ;  but  the 
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printed  bill  deterred  the  carpenters  of 
that  place  firoro  coming  here,  whilst,  con- 
traiy  to  what  was  imagined,  the  Boston 
artificers  have  undertaken  our  work. 

The  messages  or  addresses  delivered  nie 
by  the  select  men  of  Boston,  and  the  dele» 
gates  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  concerning 
a  work  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  where 
I  propose  to  lodge  a  regiment,  was  men- 
tioned to  your  lordship  m  a  former  letter, 
and  I  now  transmit  pnnted  copies  of  them. 
Your  lordship  will  observe,  tnat  the  dele- 
gates complain  of  misinformation,  and  deny 
a  wish  of  mdependency. 

Many  members  are  chosen  for  the  ge- 
neral court,  that  was  appointed  to  meet 
at  Salem,  on  the  5th  of  next  month,  and 
I  have  information  that  the  old  council 
has  been  summoned  to  attend  there.  The 
new  council  appointed  by  the  King,  who 
have  taken  refuge  in  this  town,  dare,  not 
attend  at  Salem,  unless  escorted  there  and 
back  again  by  a  large  force,  which  as  af- 
fairs are  circumstanced  will  answer  no 
end.  The  assembly  will  not  act  with 
them,  and  I  cannot  act  with  the  old  coun- 
cil, so  that  nothing  but  confusion  can  arise 
from  a  meeting  of  the  general  court,  on 
which  account  I  mean  to  fall  on  measures 
to  postpone  the  sessions. 

We  hear  of  nothing  but  extravagandei 
in  some  part  or  other,  and  of  military 
preparations  from  this  place  to  the  pro- 
vince of  New  York,  in  which  the  whole 
seems  to  be  united.  Upon  a  rumour 
propagated  with  uncommon  dispatch 
through  the  country,  that  the  soldiers  had 
killed  six  people,  and  that  the  ships  and 
troops  werfe  firing  upon  Boston ;  the  whole 
country  was  in  arms  and  in  motion,  and 
numerous  bodies  of  the  Connecticut  people 
had  made  some  marches  before  the  report 
was  contradicted. 

Your  lordship  will  know  from  various 
accounts,  the  extremities  to  which  affiur* 
are  brought,  and  how  this  province  is  sup- 
ported and  abetted  by  others  beyond  toe 
conception  of  most  people,  and  foreseen 
by  none.  The  disease  was  beh'eved  to 
have  been  confined  to  the  town  of  BostoD> 
from  whence  it  might  have  been  eradn 
cated,  no  doubt,  witnout  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  it  might  have  been  the  case 
aome  time  ago ;  but  now  it  is  so  universalf 
there  is  no  knowing  where  to  apply  * 
remedy.    I  am,  &c.  Tho.  Gagb« 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hoa. 
GoTeroor  Gage  to  tl^e  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouthy  dated  Boston,  3rd  October^ 

1774. 
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Mv  lord ;  yoar  lordship's  letter  of  the 
Sd  or  August^  No.  8»  was  received  on  the 
Ti\h  ulL  and  its  duplicate  by  packet  next 
day.  The  change  that  has  happened  in 
the  affairs  of  this  country,  your  lordship 
viQ  have  been  made  acquainted  with, 
lince  the  date  of  the  above  dispatch  from 
Tsrious  parts,  and  known  witn  what  vio- 
lence the  other  colonies  have  espoused  the 
cauae  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  though 
aome  more  moderate  than  others.  The 
coogreas  is  still  sitting,  and  from  some 
ftenwB  resolves  they  nave  published,  par- 
tialarlj  one  transmitted  your  lordship, 
approviDg  the  resolves  of  Suffolk  county, 
and  another  recommending  non-importa- 
tioo,  we  do  not  expect  much  gooa  from 
their  deliberations* 

I  mentioned  to  your  lordship  my  inten- 
tion to  postpone  meeting  the  assembly, 
and  jcu  will  see  the  proclamation  to  that 
eodm  the  inclosed  papers,  together  with 
the  reaolves  of  Worcester,  and  some  pub- 
fications  against  supplying  the  Kmg's 
troopa  with  necessanes;  so  that  I  was 
premature  in  telling  your  lordship,  that 
the  Boston  artificers  would  work  for  us. 
Hua  refiisal  of  all  assistance  has  thrown 
08  into  difficulties,  but  I  hope  to  get 
through  them,  and  to  be  able  to  put  the 
troopa  under  cover,  though  not  so  com- 
fortably as  I  could  wish.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  spirit  abates  any  where,  for  it  is 
bpt  up  with  great  industnr.  They  are 
ihortly  to  have  a  provincial  conffress  in 
thia  colony,  composed  chiefly  of  the  re- 
preaentatives,  lately  chosen  to  meet  at 
Concord,  where  it  is  supposed  measures 
will  be  taken  for  the  government  of  the 
province. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Goremor  Gage  to. the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated-  Boston,  i7th  Octo- 
ber, 1774. 

My  lord ;  I  transmit  yoor  lordship  a 
somber 'of  indosures,  amongst  which  you 
vill  see  the  resolves  passed  by  the  repre- 
leDtattves  who  met  at  Salem,  notwith- 
atandiDg  my  proclamation  to  postpone  the 
Kasions,  and  adjourned  themselves,  as  was 
foreseen,  to  meet  delegates  from  the  coun- 
titt  and  towns,  to  Concord,  there  to  form 
tbemaelTes  into  a  provincial  congress,  from 
vhence  they  have  agreed  to  remove  to 
Cambridge.  Your  lordship  has  a  remon- 
>tnoce  which  they  have  sent  to  roe,  and  my 
^t^ti  to  it,  which  I  had  some  difficulty 
IB  oontrivingy  as  I  cannot  consider  them 
H  a  legal  assembly,  and  a  han^e  would 


have  been  made  of  it  had  I  refused ;  and 
it  was  moreover  necesaary  to  warn  theift 
of  their  conduct,  and  require  them  to  de« 
sist  from  such  unconstitutional  proceed- 
ings. There  are  also  copies  of  two  remon* 
strances  from  the  county  of  Worcester, 
the  first  of  which  was  so  offensive  to  the 
King,  and  not  addressed  to  me  as  go. 
vemor,  that  I  refused  to  receive  it ;  the  uiat 
was  answered,  and  the  answer  transmitted. 

The  above  relate  to  works  1  have  been 
making  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  at 
which  they  pretend  to  be  greatly  alarmed, 
lest  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  should  ba 
enslaved  and  made  hostages  of,  to  force 
the  country  to  comply  with  the  late  Acts ; 
a  scheme  which  they  know  is  not  feasible ; 
but  I  believe  the  works  have  hitherto  ob- 
structed some  pernicious  projects  they 
have  had  in  view,  which  has  determined 
me  to  refuse  all  applications  for  their  de- 
molition. And  wnilst  their  affected  ap- 
prehensions for  the  town  of  Boston  ara 
held  forth,  moderation  and  forbearanoa 
has  been  put  to  the  test,  by  burning  the 
straw  .and  sinking  boats  with  bricks,  com- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  troops,  and  over- 
turning our  wood  carts.  It  iippears  to  me, 
to  be  a  part  of  their  system  to  pick  a  quar- 
rel with  the  troops,  for  which  reason  1  was 
the  more  cautious  to  give  no  pretence  for 
it,  that  all  misfortunes  which  might  hap- 
pen should  be  of  their  own  seeking. 

There  are  various  reports  spread  abroad 
of  the  motions  made  at  the  provincial  con- 
gress whilst  at  Concord :  some  it  is  said 
moved  to  attack  the  troops  in  Boston  im- 
mediately, others  to  value  the  estates  ia 
the  town,  in  order  to  pay  the  proprietors 
the  loss  they  might  sustain,  ana  to  set  the 
town  on  fire,  and  others  proposed  to  in- 
vite the  inhabitants  into  the  county,  which 
has  been  talked  of  for  some  time. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Carleton  of 
the  20th  of  September,  he  determined  to 
send  here  the  10th  and  52d  regiments, 
and  I  conclude  them  on  their  way  from 
Quebec,  as  also  general  Haldimand  with 
the  47th  regiment  from  New  York,  where 
transports  have  been  laying  for  some  weeks 
to  take  on  board  the  stores,  and  I  appre- 
hend they  are  mostly  secured.  I  am  to 
acquaint  your  lordship,  likewise,  that  com- 
modore Shuldham  receiving  intelligence 
at  Newfoundland  of  the  extraordinary 
commotions  in  this  countrv,  sent  the  Rose 
roan  of  war  immediatelv  here,  with  two 
companies  of  the  65th  regiment,  stationed 
at  St.  John's,  desiring  only  that  they  might 
be  replaced  in  the  spring.    I  am,  ^c. 

Tjio.  Gaqi. 
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P.  S.  I  had  once  hopes  to  have  sent  your 
lordship  accounts  ot  some  conciliatory 
measures  which  I  have  urged  strongly, 
and  recommended  the  paying  for  the  tea 
for  a  beginning  of  a  reconciliation ;  but  I 
despair  of  any  overtures  of  the  kind,  unless 
it  comes  recommended  from  the  continen- 
tal congress,  by  whose  resolves  this  peo- 
ple declare  their  intentions  to  abide,  and 
use  every  artifice  to  engage  the  rest  of  the 
continent  in  their  own  disputes  with  the 
mother  country.  T.  G." 

Extract  of  Letters  from  the  Hon.  Gover- 
nor Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  JBpston,  October  30,  and  No- 
vember 2,  1774. 

I  transmit  your  lordship  a  number  of 
resolves  of  the  provincial  congress,  with 
some  passed  by  the  continental  congress 
at  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  province,  which  they  have  in 
too  great  a  degree  supported,  though  in 
some  instances  deceived  by  them.  Ex- 
presses are  frequently  going  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  and  they  are  very  secret  in 
both ;  and  from  what  has  transpired,  there 
is  opposition  in  both.  Our  provincial 
congress  has  appeared  to  be  a  good  deal 
puzzled  to  determine  to  what  lengths  they 
ahould  go,  and  have  had  something  of  mo- 
ment in  agitation,  which,  by  what  has 
dropped  from  some  of  the  members,  re- 
lates to  the  embodying  about  15,000  men, 
and  appointing  four  persons  to  command 
them,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee. 
'Others  deny  it^so  that  time  must  clear 
up  the  truth  of  this  rumour,  which  must 
be  known  soon.  Common  talk  gives  out, 
that  this  body  is  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's 
warning,  and  to  be  supported  by  this  and 
tlte  neighbouring  provinces. 

The  people  would  cool  was  not  means 
taken  to  keep  up  their  enthusiasm.  Truths 
or  falsehoods  equally  serve  the  purpose, 
for  they  are  so  besotted  to  one  side,  that 
they  will  not  beKeve,  or  even  hear  what  is 
said  to  convince  them  of  their  errors. 
This  congress  made  an  effort  to  get  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  to  leave  it  and  re- 
tire to  the  country,  but  it  was  found  to  be 
an  impracticable  measure.  Many  indivi- 
duals are  gone,  and  others  going  through 
fear,  as  they  give  out,  of  being  appre- 
hended; so  your  lordship  will  perceive 
some  of  the  most  obnoxious  are  in  the 
number  of  those  who  move. 

From  the  union  of  the  provinces,  and 
the  similarity  of  their  measures,  I  have  not 
been  without  apprehensions  that  our  sup- 


plies of  provision  might  be  stopped,  and 
gave  early  notice  to  the  contractors  here 
to  lay  in  large  quantities  in  time.  They 
assure  me,  that  from  the  quantity  they 
have  collected,  and  the  measures  ther 
have  taken  to  procure  more,  that  there  n 
no  danger  of  being  in  want ;  but  if  any 
thing  more  extraordinary  happens,  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  procure  provisions 
from  any  of  the  colonies. 

Major  general  Haldimand  has  joined 
me  with  the  47th  regiment,  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  18th,  from  New  York,  and 
has  put  a  large  quantity  of  the  most  useful 
stores  at  that  place,  and  which  it  became 
proper  to  secure,  on  board  the  transports ; 
a  good  deal,  but  what  would  be  ot  least 
service,  still  remains  under  the  care  of  five' 
companies  of  the  18th  regiment. 

November 2, 1 774.  The  King'sschooner, 
the  St.  Lawrence,  which  conveys  this  dis- 
patch, being  detained,  I  transmit  your 
lordship  the  last  resolves  which  this  pro> 
vincial  congress  has  published,  aflerwnich 
they  adjourned  to  the  23d  instant,  and  I 
learn  that  their  secret  determination  is  to 
assemble  the  old  council  at  their  next 
meeting,  in  order  to  form  as  complete  a 
government  as  they  can,  and  to  have,  as 
they  say,  a  vas^  army  in  the  6eld  in  the 
spring  at  the  continental  expence.  I  also 
transmit  your  lordship  a  copy  of  another 
message  to  me,  in  answer  to  mine  to  their 
first  message,  which  has  been  sent  to  your 
lordship. 

They  have  a  particular  manner  in  per- 
verting and  turning  every  thing  to  their 
purposes.  A  regiment  was  encamped 
about  a  mile  from  Salem,  two  companies 
of  which  marched  out  as  far,  perhaps,  as 
some  straggling  houses,  but  was  ordered 
back,  and  never  came  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  the  place  where  the  people  were 
assembled,  nor  was  there  any  occasion  for 
them.  No  private  property  has  been 
touched,  unless  they  mean  an  order  to  the 
store-keeper  not  to  deliver  out  any  powder 
from  the  magazine  inhere  the  merchants 
deposit  it,  which|I  judged  a  very  neces- 
sary and  prudent  measure  in  the  present 
circumstances,  as  well  as  removing  the 
ammunition  from  the  provincial  arsenal  at 
Cambridge.  They  make  the  greatest 
handle  of  the  works  at  the  entrance  of 
the  town,  which  1  have  very  great  reason 
to  believe  have  obstructed  some  design* 
they  had  in  view,  and  which  I  cannot 
doubt  tliey  have  had  it  in  deliberation  to 
attack,  but  carried  against  the  movers  of 
the  project. 
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Hie  officers  of  the  milHia  have/ in  most 
pbceiybeen  forced  to  resign  their  com- 
■inioiiiy  and  the  men  chose  their  oflficeiii, 
vfao  are  frequently  made  and  unmade; 
in^I  shflll  not  be  surprisedy  as  the  pro- 
Tinda!  congress  seems  to  proceed  higher 
and  higher  in  their  determmations,  if  per- 
MDi  should  be  authorised  by  them  to  grant 
commijsions^  and  assume  every  power  of 
t  legal  government,  for  their  edicts  are 
D^citly  obeyed  throughout  the  country. 

The  lOth  and  52d  regiments  are  arrived, 
ind  arriving  in  the  harbour.  On  their 
hading  I  shall  be  able,  from  the  whole, 
(a  form  a  force  of  near  3,000  men,  exclu- 
lire  of  a  regiment  for  the  defence  of  Castle 
Williaoi. 

Your  lordship  will  doubtless  receive 
many  accounts  of  the  situation  of  this  con- 
tinent. This  province  is  without  courts 
of  justice  or  legislature — the  whole  coun- 
try  in  a  ferment — many  parts  of  it,  I  may 
nj,  actaally  in  arms,  and  ready  to  unite. 
Letters  from  other  provinces  tell  us,  they 
are  violent  every  wnere,  and  that  no  de- 
cency is  observed  in  any  place  but  New 
Yorfc.  Great  Britain  had  never  more 
occasion  for  wisdom,  firmness  and-^una- 
aimity. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Bostoni  November  15th, 

1774. 


The  proceedings  of  the  continental  con- 
gress astonish  and  terrify  all  considerate 
men;  but  though  1  am  confident  that 
nany  of  their  resolves  neither  can  or  will 
be  observed,  I  fear  they  will  be  generally 
received,  as  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
resolution  and  strength  enough  among  the 
axst  sensible  and  moderate  people  in  any 
of  the  provinces,  openly  to  reject  them. 

This  provincial  congress  has  been  en- 
couraged by  the  general  union  and  readi- 
ness shewn  by  the  rest  of  the  New  Eng- 
land provinces  to  appear  in  arms  at  their 
call  to  go  the  lengths  they  have.  I  trans- 
BBit  your  lordship  a  proclamation  which  I 
^e  pttbluthed  against  the  proceedings  of 
^ir  last  meeting,  and  I  hope  it  will  have 
XMae  efect,  for  I  learn  that  people  are 
cooler  than  they  were,  and  grow  appre- 
hensive of  consequences.  The  congresses 
oive  gone  greater  lengths  than  was  ex  • 
pected. 

^  Notwithstanding  the  impediments  thrown 
IS  oor  way,  we  shall  put  the  troops 
'"Hler  cover  to-morrow,  except  the  two 
regiments  from  Quebec,  who  must  remain 
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in  their  transports  five  or  six  days  longer. 
—A  considerable  quantity  of  fiour  waa 
stopped  for  a  time  in  Maryland,  upon  in« 
formation  that  it  was  for  the  use  of  th^ 
troops  at  Boston,  but  it  is  arrived,  and  w^ 
have  by  various  means  got  provisions  suf* 
ficient  to  last  the  troops  here  about  six 
months ;  and  I  hope,  if  it  is  found  neces- 
sary, that  we  shall  be  able  to  procure  fur* 
tber  supplies. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Governor  Gaee  to  the  Earl  of  Dart* 
mouth,  dated^oston,  December  15tby 
1774. 


The  Scarborough  arrived  with  your 
lordship's  dlsnatch  of  the  17th  of  October, 
No.  11,  on  ttie  Srd  instant,  and  admind 
Graves  has  consented  to  land  all  the  su* 
pernumerary  marines,  which,  by  report, 
may  amount  to  above  400  men,  as  soon 
as  all  arrive  and  quarters  are  prepared, 
that  major  Pitcairne,  who  commands  those 
marines,  may  have  a  better  opportunity  to 
form  and  discipline  them,  than  if  they  re* 
mafned  on  board  their  ships,  where  thej 
are  crowded. 

Your  lordship's  idea  of  disarming  certain 
provinces,  would  doubtless  be  consistent 
with  prudence  and  safety,  but  it  neither  is, 
or  has  been  practicable  without  having  re- 
course to  force,  and  being  master  qf  the 
country. 

Nothing  has-been  untried  that  could 
tend  to  hurt  and  terrify  the  mandanius 
counsellors  to  resign,  who  have  withstood 
all  threats  against  their  persons  and  pro- 
perties ;  but  they  are  still  obliged  to  take 
shelter  with  the  troops ;  and  I  have  judged 
whaf  your  lordship  remarks,  that  in  such  a 
state,  the  taking  any  step  by  their  advice 
would  add  no  weight  to  the  authority  of 
government,  but  rather  be  an  argument 
for  disobedience ;  for  that  reason,  1  have 
avoided  the  assembling  of  them  in  councU 
as  much  as  possible.  I  am  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  royal  mandamus  for  the 
admission  of  the  gentlemen  therein  nomi- 
nated into  the  couof  il ;  all  the  former 
counsellors  stand  firm,  and  deserve  the 
greatest  encouragement. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  foresee  to  what 
degree  they  mean  to  extend  the  claims  of 
this  country ;  the  congress  has  sent  their 
conditions,  on  which  they  will  condescend 
at  present  to  keep  up  any-  commercial 
connection  with  the  mother  country ;  but 
1  judged  from  the  movements  of  the  peo- 
ple here,  that  they  had  designs  to  carry 
m^ttera  further  without  delaying  them, 
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imd  to  purtue  measures  which  other  pro- 
Tincet  would  sot  adopt.  I  have  taken 
notice  in  former  letters  of  expresses  going 
frequently  from  this  provincial  congress  to 
Phuadelphiay  <^^e  committee's  forbidding 
pieople  to  work  for  the  troops  or  to  supply 
them  with  materials  and  necessaries  for 
their  quarters,  committing  insults,  and 
deatroymg  bricks  and  straw  coming  from 
the  country.  All  these  proceeding  ap- 
peared to  be  carried  on  systematically. 
End  to  have  some  concealed  design,  which 
tould  be  no  other  than  to  oblige  the  troops 
to  force  their  quarters  upon  the  inhabitants, 
or  shew  their  resentment  in  some  shape, 
that  might  aSbrd  a  pretence  to  cry  out 
against  military  oppression,  to  alarm  the 
eontinent,  and  obtain  assistance  from  the 
congress ;  and  as  there  was  a  suspicion  of 
their  project,  precautions  were  taken  to 
defeat  it. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  aim  of  the  hot 
leaders  here  has  been  to  have  a  body  of 
troops  in  pay,  and  under  their  direction, 
and  to  persuade  the  other  colonies  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  expence :  but  not  suc- 
ceedinK  in  that  attempt,  that  they  have 
next  tried,  in  this  provincial  congress,  to 
usurp  the  government  entirely,  as  the 
surest  means  to  procure  both  money  and 
troops  by  their  own  authority.  This  is 
pretty  apparent  from  some  of  their  resolves, 
as  well  as  from  what  has  fallen  from  some 
of  the  members  of  the  congress,  but  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  bring  the  majo- 
rity into  their  schemes,  and  I  don't  find 
that  their  new  treasurer  has  had  any 
money  paid  into  his.  hands.  I  transmit 
your  lordship  the  publications  of  this 
congress  since  my  last,  and  you  will  see 
tliat  it  is  now  dissolved,  and  that  another 
is  to  be  chosen  in  February,  when  the 
cJiiefs  will  probably  try  to  get  members 
more  inclined  to  serve  their  ends.  Their 
violence  terrified  many  of  their  party  who 
have  given  assistance  to  preserve  peace 
and  quiet,  by  which  people  have  had  time 
to  cool  and  hearken  more  to  reason,  but  I 
do  not  infer  that  they  are  more  inclined 
to  receive  the  new  laws,  or  that  a  little 
matter  would  not  raise  them  again.  But 
people  who  have  been  mal- treated  for  their 
attachments  to  government,  have  recover- 
ed  themselves  during  the  calm,  and  in 
aeveral  places  have  associated  for  their 
mutual  defence.  I  have  been  given  to 
hope  great  good  effects  from  these  associa- 
tions, which  1  have  taken  pains  to  promote, 
though  I  confess  that  I  expect  the  associa- 
lon  will  be  oomposed  only  of  former  pro- 1 


testers  and'  addressers,  who  have  stood 
forth  for  a  time,  but  overwhelmed  by  sth 
perior  nuoibers,  hare  been  forced  to 
recant. 

Moderation  has  been  proscribed  fron 
this  country,  and  their  correspondents  ap- 
pear to  have  advised  them  against  cond* 
liatory  measures,  but  to  fly  to  extremities. 
I  enclose  your  lordsliip  a  printed  extract 
of  a  letter,  the  contents  of  which  wsn 
spread  abroad  before  the  publication,  and 
is  said  publicly  to  have  been  written  by  a 

fentleman  remarkable  for  his  correspoo- 
ence  with  this  country.  More  of  the 
same  tenor  have  been  written,  particularlj 
One  in  September,  it  is  said,  by  the  ssme 
person,  to  the  late  q>eaker,  wherein,  I  am 
told,  he  extols  their  wisdom  in  procuring 
a  general  congress,  and  disappointing  the 
views  of  administration  to  divide  the  colo- 
nies, and  recommends  union  and  the  most 
vigorous  proceedings,  as  the  surest  meaos 
to  overcome  the  mother  country.  From 
the  difficulty  to  procure  materials,  which 
few  would  venture  to  supply,  although  the 
barrack  master  general  exerted  himself 
remarkably,  there  was  no  possibility  to  get 
all  the  troops  in  quarters  so  soon  as  m 
wished,  ana  the  regiments  from  Quebec 
were  obliged  to  stay  in  the  transports  till 
about  ten  days  ago,  when  the  whole  was 
under  cover. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wal- 
lace to  Vice  Admiral  Greaves,  dated 
on  board  his  Majesty's  ship,  Rose,  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  12th  Dec. 
1774.. 

Yesterday  I  arrived  in  this  port,  with 
his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  commaod, 
from  New  London  and  a  cruize,  of  which 
1  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  the  8th 
instant.  Since  my  absence  from  this 
place,  I  find  the  inhabitants  (they  saj 
here  of  Providence)  have  seized  upon  the 
King's  cannon,  that  was  upon  Fort  Island, 
consisting  of  six  24  pounders,  eighteen  18 
pounders,  fourteen  6  pounders,  and  six  4 

Sounders,  (the  latter  they  say  formerly 
elonged  to  a  province  sloop  they  bad 
here)  and  conveyed  them  to  Providence 
A  procedure  so  extraordinary,  caused  me 
to  wait  upon  the  governor,  to  enquire  oi 
him,  for  your  information,  why  such  a 
step  had  been  taken  ;  he  very  frankly  told 
me  they  had  done  it  to  prevent  their  fall' 
ing  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  or  any  oi 
his  servants ;  and  that  they  meant  to  make 
use  of  thein  to  defend  themselves  against 
any  power  that  shall  o&r  to  molest  thsm. 
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ItlieD  mentioned,  if,  in  the  course  of  car« 
ijmg  on  the  King's  serrice  here,  I  should 
isk  assistance,  whether  I  might  expect  any 
from  him,  or  any  others  in  the  govern- 
meat?  He  answered  as  to  himself  he  had 
BO  power,  and  in  respect  to  any  other  pari 
of  Che  government,  I  should  meet  with 
sothing  but  opposition  and  difficulty.  So 
BDch  from  governor  Wanton.  Then  I 
endeavoured  to  get  the  best  information 
of  what  tbev  were  at  from  other  quarters, 
isd  miclosea  I  send  it  to  you,  among  some 
of  their  votes  you  will  find  they  intend  to 
procure  powder  and  ball,  and  military 
Mores  of  all  kinds,  whenever  they  can  gel 
them. 

Extract  of  a  Lbttkr  from  Governor 
Weatworth  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  8th  of 
Jooe,  1774- 

In  my  letter,  No.  59, 1  had  the  honour 
to  write  your  lordship,  that  the  general 
tiKmbly  of  this  province  stood  prorogued 
t9  the  iOth  of  May,  at.  which  time  they 
■et  and  proceeded  upon  business,  I  took 
pest  pains  to  prevail  on  them  not  to  enter 
Mo  anv  extra  provincial  measures,  yet 
one  of  the  members  for  Portsmouth  read 
n  his  place  the  inclosed  letter,  No.  1,  to 
fc  committee  of  correspondence  of  Ports- 
Booth,  but  the  house  then  declined  con- 
■dering  it  On  Friday,  27th  of  May, 
It  was  moved  to  appoint  committees  of 
oorreopondence,  ana,  after  a  warm  debate, 
mnried  by  a  majority  of  two  only :  the 
Bnt  morning  it  was  reconsidered,  and 
^■fried  by  a  majority  of  one  only,  and 
P»Kd.  Immediately  after  this,  the  sup* 
ply  bill  was  passed  and  sent  up  to  the 
WttDcil,  being  withheld,  as  I  imagine,  for 
tine  to  effect  the  other  measure.  I  di- 
rectly adjourned  the  assembly,  and  kept 
^m  under  short  adjournments  till  this 
viy>  in  hopes  to  obtain  a  suspension  of 
jhese  votes;  but  finding  there  were  two 
wfB  in  town  for  the  Speaker,  which, 
iMie  of  those  who  were  roost  active,  said, 
tee  to  appoint  a  congress  of  the  colo- 
nies, I  considered  it  to  be  improper  to 
fimit  their  proceedings,  and  therefore 
"aniediately  put  an  end  to  the  committees, 
(who  have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  acted)  and 
to  the  assembly,  by  a  dissolution  in  a  mes- 
•ge  cautiously  expressed,  in  such  general 
^f^^Wj  as  to  prevent  any  misrepresenta- 
*««»•  This  mode  of  dissolution  after 
*J^  short  adjournments,  which  are  at- 
"^ed  by  few  niembers,  precluded  any 
^^^^  of  those  persona  to  contrive  un- 


desiraUe  measures,  or  pursue  thoae  in 
their  private  capacity,  that  were  attempt- 
ed as  an  assembly,  which  h^a  extremely 
disconcerted,  and  I  hope  will  counteract 
the  efforts  of  those  that  strive  to  lead  thia 
province  into  combinations  with  the  Maa- 
sachuaet'a  Bay.  Before  the  diasoltttiooy 
all  the  usual  and  necessary  businesa  of 
the  province  was  completed.  That  no  de>- 
triment  can  arise  from  my  delaying  to  call 
an  assembly,  in  expectation  that  a  feir 
weeks  win  convince  those  who  'may  be 
members,  of  the  imprudence  and  error  of 
measures,  that  tend  to  weaken  or  subvert 
the  suboidination  of  the  eokxiies* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  4th 
July,  1774. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  at  night,  arrived 
here  the  Orosvenor  mast  ship,  firom  Lon-' 
don,  with  27  chests  of  Bohea  tea,  con* 
signed  to  a  merchant  in  Portsmouth; 
some  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  ship, 
it  was  reported  that  a  quantity  of  BoheA 
tea  was  expected.  Hereupon  I.tookef* 
fectual  precautions  to  counteract  the  uni* 
versal  disquiet  of  America,  from  contra^ 
vening  the  acts  of  parliament  in  thia  in^ 
stance,  or  destroying  the  property.  By 
my  desire  the  consignee  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  master  of  the  ship,  with  directiona 
how  to  proceed  on  his  arrival.  This  let« 
ter  I  gave  to  captain  Cockran  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  castle  William  and  Mary,  who  ei& 
fected  my  orders  in  delivering  it  at  sea. 
The  26th  being  Sunday,  nothins  waa 
done.  On  the  27th  the  master  and  mer- 
chant went  early  to  the^  custom-house, 
and  entered  the  ship  and  cargo.  At  noon- 
day the  ship's  boats  came  to  the  wharf 
with  27  chests  of  tea,  carts  were  prepared, 
and  the  tea  immediately  carried  to  the 
custom-house,  and  there  stored,  before 
any  people  could  assemble  to  obstructr  it.' 
The  town  not  suspecting  any  movement' 
until  my  return  irom  Dover,  about  ten 
miles  oil,  where  I  purposely  staid  during 
this  first  operation  to  secure  this  event, 
which  I  foresaw  would  be  carried  quietly, 
by  withdrawing  suspicion,  having  con- 
fided my  plan  to  proper  magistrates,  who 
I  knew  would  not  oe  disappointed.  In 
the  ademoon  a  town  meeting  was  con- 
vened upon  the  occasion.  I  came  into 
town  ana  passed  on  horseback  through  the 
concourse,  who  treated  me  with  their 
usual  kindness  and  respect.  At  the  meet- 
ing, it  was  represented  to  the  people,  that 
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the  tea  being  now  lodged  in  the  custom- 
house^  the  question  was  totally  changed ^ 
tiiat  nothing  could  be  done,  but  by  con- 
tent of  and  agreement  with  the  merchant. 
The  meeting  proceeded  with  coolness  and 
temper  beyond  almost  my  hope.  It 
was  proposed  that  a  committee  should  be 
chose,  and  invested  with  powers  to 
treat  with  the  merchant.  In  this  com* 
noittee  of  eleven,  were  many  principal 
gentlemen,  discreet  men,  who  I  knew 
detested  every  idea  of  violating  pro- 
perty: men  disposed  to  prevent  mis- 
diiefs.  The  town  abo  chose  a  guard  of 
freeholders,  to  protect  and  defend  the 
custom-house  and  the  tea  from  any  at- 
tempt or  interruption,  which  being  sin- 
cerely intended,  was  faithfully  executed. 
On  the  28th  the  consignee  accepted  and 
agreed  to  the  proposals  of  the  committee, 
Co  export  the  tea  to  any  market  he  chose, 
upon  condition  the  town  would  reship  and 
protect  it,  while  in  the  harbour.  This  they 
gladly  acceded  to,  and  the  town  upon 
adjournment  confirmed  the  proceedings ; 
accordingly  the  committee  and  the  con- 
aiffnee  together  were  at  the  custom-house, 
where  the  duty  was  openly  and  regularly 
paid,  and  the  tea  again  carted  through 
the  streets  publicly  in  the  day  time,  with- 
out noise,  tumult  or  insult*  About  9 
p.  m.  three  overheated  mariners  (twq  of 
them  strangers)  endeavoured  to  excite  a 
mob«  to  destroy  the  tea  and  vessel  hired 
to  export  it.  Whereupon  I  sent  for  co- 
lonel Fenton,  who  gathered  a  few  eentle- 
meo,  repaired  to  the  vessel,  and  with 
laudable  spirit  and  prudence  they  person- 
ally guarded  both  vessel  and  cargo  in 
safety  till  the  next  morning.  On  the 
tiBih  a.  m.  the  comptroller  of  the  customs 
informed  me,  that  these  mariners  had  got 
drums,  and  were  assembling  thoughtless 
people  to  destroy  the  tea  and  sloop.  At 
the  same  time  I  received  a  letter,  from  the 
consignee,  desiring  my  aid  and  assistance, 
to  take  possession  of  the  sloop  and  cargo. 
Hereupon  I  directed  the  sheriff  instantly 
to  summon  the  council,  and  every  magis- 
trate and  peace  officer  to  meet  me  forth- 
with on  the  wharf  where  tlie  vessel  lay, 
determining  to  disperse  any  riotous  at- 
tempts, and  order  the  vessel  to  the  castle : 
while  I  was  going  out  on  this  my  duty,  a 
messenger  came  to  tell  me  that  some  ma- 
ffistrates  and  two  of  the  council,  Mr. 
Warner  and  Mr.  Rindge,  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  way,  hearing  the  noise,  had  repaired 
to  the  place,  and,  with  many  other  free- 
Itoldersi  silenced  thq  drumsi  and  prevailed 


on  the  people  to  disperse  without  any  oat* 
rage.  At  this  time  I  received  a  second 
letter  from  the  consignee,  to  the  aanie 
purport  as  the  first.  I  lost  no  time  in 
writing  an  order  to  captain  Cochran,  im* 
mediately  to  take  possession,  defend,  pro- 
tect, and  safely  deliver  the  said  vessel  and 
cargo  to  the  merdiant,  or  to  his  orders  i 
and  tlie  sheriff,  John  Parker,  esq.  to  take 
command  of  the  castle  in  his  absence.  In 
the  evening,  about  half  past  6,  observing; 
the  wind  to  i)e  contrary,  I  dispatched  a 
second  order  to  captain  Cochran,  still  to 
continue  in  the  orders  of  the  mornini^. 
These  orders  were  directly  carried  into 
effect,  with  a  prudence  and  firmness  that 
does  honour  to  both  the  officers.  On  the 
dOth,  the  owner  of  the  sloop,  the  master, 
and  the  supercargo,  to  whose  care  the 
consignee  committed  the  tea,  came  on 
board,  with  proper  custom-house  clear- 
ances, and  authority  from  the  consignee* 
Captain  Cochran  examined  the  27  chests 
of  tea,  found  them  perfectly  safe»  and  in 
good  order ;  desired  the  three  last  men- 
tioned persons  to  examine  the  same,  which, 
they  did,  and  then  received  both  vessel 
and  cargo  into  their  possession,  and  forth- 
with sailed  for  Halifax.  Mr.  Parker,  the 
sheriff,  and  captain  Cochran,  returned  to 
their  respective  duties,  and  have  made. re- 
turn o£  their  doipgs,  on  my  orders.  Dur- 
ing these  these  transactions,  I  tqld  the  col- 
lector and  comptroller,  also  the  consignee^ 
that  if  they  wanted  any  aid  or  assistance, 
or  were  apprehensive  of  danger,  I  was 
ready,  whenever  they  would  apply  to  rae, 
and  would  not  only  issue  orders,  but  in 
person  defend  them ;  that  I  was  confident, 
the  magistrates  and  freeholders  would  ooa 
desert  me :  bm  they  would  not  apply,  de- 
claring they  then  apprehended  no  danger*. 

Copy  of  a  Lbtter  from  Governor  Went- 
wonh  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  New  Hampshire,  the  6th  of 
July,  1774.. 

May  it  please  your  lordship ;  upon 
hearing  the  committee  of  correspondence,, 
chosen  by  the  late  assembly  or  this  pro- 
vince, had  issued  letters  to  those  members, 
to  meet  this  day  in  the  representatives 
chamber  in  Portsmouth,  there  to  delibe- 
rate and  act,  particularly  to  chuse  dele- 
gates for  a  general  American  congreaa, 
and  that  some  of  the  said  persons  were 
convened,  I  have  considered  it  to  be  my 
dutv  to  his  Majesty  to  iise  my  ^ndeavoura 
to  disperse  and  separate  so  illegal  and  un- 
wacrantable  «a  attempt,   I  ha?e.  ther^ore^ 
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eooTeoed  his  Majesty's  councO,  ordered 
die  sheriff  to  attend  me,  and  requiring 
dieir  attendance  on  me,  I  went  into  the 
loom,  and  immediately  read  the  inclosed 
ueech  to  them ;  afterwards  1  directed  the 
nerifftomake  open  proclamation,  for  all 
penoos  to  disperse  and  keep  the  King's 
peace,  which  was  done  before  they  luid 
eotered  on  any  business,  and  I  expect  will 
be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  must  be  forwarded 
bj  express  66  miles  to  Boston,  and  reach 
tee  to- night,  in  hopes  to  save  conveyance 
bjadoiiral  Montague.    I  have,  &c« 

J.  Wentworth. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Governor  Wentworth,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  dated  New  Hampshire, 
ISth  July,  1774. 

The  convention  mentioned  in  my  dis- 
patch, No.  63,  immediately  dispersed, 
without  attempting  to  enter  into  any  mea- 
rarei.  Those  gentlemen  with  some  others 
dioed  at  a  tavern,  and  there  in  private 
^leed  to  recommend  to  the  several  pa- 
nibes  in  the  province,  that  they  choose 
fenoos  to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  21st 
■atSDt,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  dele- 
^ttei  to  attend,  and  be  part  of  an  Ame- 
rican congress,  intended  to  assemble  the 
lit  of  September  next,  in  Pennsylvania  or 
Kew  Jersey.  The  towns  were  desired  to 
coBect  voluntarily,  and  send  by  their 
agents  to  Exeter,  certain  sums  of  money 
ia  proportion  to  their  province  tax, 
amounting  to  300/.  sterling,  to  pay  the  de- 
kgatei.  it  was  also  recommended  to  the 
pviihes,  that  the  14th  instant  be  observed 
ai  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer.  It  is  yet 
UQcertain  bow  far  these  requisitions  will 
be  complied  with,  but  I  am  apt  to  believe 
^  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which  generally 
Flails  through  the  colonies,  will  create 
^  obedience  that  reason  or  religion  would 
U  to  procure. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wentworth  to  the  E^rl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  Au- 
gust 29th,  1774. 

^  Since  my  letter,  No.  64,  the  conven- 
^  of  persons  chosen  by  many  towns,  in 
^■equeoce  of  the  invitation  in  that  letter 
^'^^Brred  to,  met  at  Exeter,  and  elected 
^ooel  Folsom  and  major  Sullivan  to  be 
^^^tes  for  this  provmce,  at  the  con< 

C»  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the 
^7  of  September  next.  laminform- 
l^lhat  this  convention  collected  and 
"<»aght  &om  their  respective  towns,  about 


A.  to.  1775. 


[114 


120  guineas,  which  was  paid  into  the 
hands  of  John  Giddinge,  esq.  (who  they 
elected  treasurer)  to  defray  the  expence 
incurred  by  tlie  delegates  aforenamed, 
who  set  off  on  their  journey  to  Phihuiel** 
phia,  on  Che  10th  instant. 

llie  committee  of  correspondence  elect* 
ed  by  the  late  assembly,  and  of  course 
dissolved  with  them,  wrote  circular  letters 
to  all  the  towns  in  this  province.  Some 
few  towns  generally  subscribed,  many 
others  totally  rejected  it.  The  committee 
appear  conscious  that  their  powera  (if  any 
they  ever  had)  ceased  with  the  a|isembly 
that  elected  them,  for  they  do  not  date  the 
day  of  the  month,  because  it  succeeded  the 
dissolution;  it  is  certain  they  had  not 
acted  nor  even  met  together  before  that. 

I  think  this  province^  is  much  more 
moderate  than  any  other  to  the  southward, 
although  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  is  spread, 
and  requires  the  utmost  vigilance  and  pru- 
dence to  restrain  it  from  violent  excess. 
The  inhabitants  have  now  almost  univer- 
sally discontinued  the  use  of  Bohea  tea, 
ana  I  apprehend  will  entirely,  within  three 
months  of  this  date. 

The  town  clerk  of  Boston,  who  is  said 
to  be  a  zealous  leader  of  the  popular  op- 
position, has  been  in  this  town  about  a 
week,  immediately  appears  a  pubhcation 
in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  recom« 
mending  donations  for  Boston,  which  has 
been  fallowed  by  a  notification  to  convene 
in  town  meeting  **  to  grant  relief  to  the 
poor  of  the  tow;i  of  Boston,'*  on  the  12th 
of  September.  It  is  probable  no  town 
grant  will  be  made,  and  the  meeting  issue 
in  appointing  a  committee  to  receive  and 
transmit  voluntary  donations,  which  I  be* 
lieve  will  not  afford  much  comfort  to  them 
or  greatly  credit  the  charitable  munificence 
of  these  town  meetings ;  grants  are  always 
and  ever  will  be  greater  on  popular  pre- 
tence?  than  private  subscriptions,  because 
those  that  vote  in  public,  pay  by  far  the 
least  part  of  the  grant ;  as  is  ever  the  case 
with  select  men,  who  having  power  over 
the  apportionment  of  rates,  probably  do 
not  exercise  it  to  their  own  detriment,  and 
,  thence  more  easily  join  in  facilitating  and 
augmenting  such  gifu,  which,  from  thie 
nature  of  the  oifice,  they  have  great  influ« 
ence  upon.  It  is  greatly  to  be  wished, 
that  gentlensen  of  property,  experience 
and  education,  coula  be  persuaded  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  select-men ;  but  it  is  im- 
praeticable ;  if  they  are  disinterested,  and 
without  other  views  than  the  public  good, 
it  is  a  very  laborious  and  unprofitabk 
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ployment :  and  as  I  have  nothing  in  my 
«  power,  whereby  to  reward  such  good  men, 
they  al]  decline,  and  the  interior  regula- 
tion of  the  capital  falls  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  can  submit  to  make  it  worth 
their  attention.  J.  Wsntwokth. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governo 
Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  13th 
September,  *1774. 

.  On  the  8th  instant,  ^bout  sun-set,  ar- 
rived in  the  port  of  Piscataqua  the  Fox 
mast  ship,  having  on  board  30  chests  of 
Boheatea,  consigned  to  Mr.  Edward  Parry 
of  this  town.  Previous  to  this  arrival  it 
had  been  reported  that  such  an  event  was 
expected:  I  therefore  early  instructed 
captain  Cochran  of  his  Majesty's  castle 
William  and  Mary,  in  this  province,  to 
render  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  his 
power  upon  the  first  application.  Accord- 
ingly captain  Cochran,  always  indefatiga^ 
ble  in  his  dut3%  went  off  to  the  ship  while 
at  sea  and  proffiered  his  service.  Some  few 
days  before  this  arrival  letters  were  re- 
ceived from  London,  mentioning  the  ship- 
ping 6f  the  tea  to  sundry  persons,  whence 
It  l&came  very  public.  A  ship  last  week 
arrived  from  Salem  with  a  quantity  of  tea 
on  board,  also  confirmed  the  expectation 
of  the  like  here.  These  things,  aaded  to  a 
report  from  Salem  that  the  people  would 
not  adfliit  the  tea  to  be  landed,  entered,  or 
pay  the  duty  there,  and  the  enthusiastic 
spirit  of  that  province,  daQy  gaining 
ground  both  there  and  here,  notwithstand- 
ing my  utmost  efforts  and  vigilance,  ren- 
dered the  event  of  this  imptirtation  more 
precarious  than  the  former,  and  raised  al- 
most insurmountable  obstacles  agauist  its 
preservation. 

As  Boon  as  it  was  generally  known  that 
tea  was  arrived  here,  the  disquiet  broke 
forth  among  the  populace,  and  at  a  quarter 
past  ten  at  night  I  received  a  letter  firom 
Mr.  Parry,  inK>rming  me  of  his  windows 
being  broken  by  a  mob,  and  desiring  pro- 
tection. At  half  past  ten  I  sent  Mr. 
M*  Donah,  my  private  secretary,  and  my 
brother,  who  happened  to  be  at  my  house, 
to  enquire  of  Mr.  Parry  what  was  neces- 
sary, and,  if  any  danger,  to  offer  him  the 
Erotection  of  my  house,  which  they  did ; 
ut  the  attempted  mob  having  subsided, 
be  saw  there  was  no  danger,  and  remained 
quietly  and  safely  in  his  own  lodeings.  At 
three  quarters  past  9  a.  m.  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, Mr.  Parry  brought  me  a  petition  to 
the  governor  and  council,  praying  the  pro- 


tection t>f  government,  whereupon  I  con 
vened  the  council  within  an  hour,  and  re 
ceived  advice  from  them  to  call  in  the  jus 
tices  that  were  in  town,  and  require  thet 
execution  of  their  duty,  which  they,  witl 
laudable  prudence  and  firmness  imme 
diately  proceeded  upon,  and  with  desiraU 
success. 

Mr.  Parry  and  captain  Norman  were'in 
formed  of  these  proceedings^  and  by  m 
told  at  the  council  board,  that  the  go* 
vernor,  council,  and  magistrates,  would 
upon  the  least  notice,  support  and  protee 
them  and  their  property,  and  that  w( 
should  all  be  in  readiness.  At  6  p.  m J 
adjourned  till  nine  next  morning,  and  seal 
for  the  chief  justice,  sheriff,  and  attome) 
genera],  from  Exeter,  where  the  superioi 
was  and  is  yet  sitting.  Also  for  Mr.  Gild 
man  and  Waldron  from  Exeter  and  Dover, 
to  make  a  full  council.  That  nothingmigbl 
be  wanting  to  execute  the  law,  and  pre* 
serve  the  public  peace,  the  council  sat  till 
two;  and  no  further  application  made  not 
any  appearance  of  riot  or  violence  what* 
ever.  I  proposed  to  the  council  to  con* 
sider  and  advise  me  what  further  was  need- 
ful to  be  done  upon  the  petition ;  this  wai 
referred  to  a  committee  to  report  upon, 
and  I  adjourned  until  the  12th  instant.^ 

During  this  period,  the  town  meetingi 
were  agitated.  At  length  a  committee 
were  chosen  to  consult  with  Mr.  Parrj  and 
the  captain,  who  agreed  to  export  the  tea 
to  Halifax,  after  being  duly  entered,  ^nd 
paying  the  duty.  About  5  p.  m.  of  10th 
Mr.  Parry  and  captain  Norman  cametome^ 
and  informed  me  of  this  agreement,  aad 
that  they  were  obliged  to  the  govemmeDt 
.for  their  protection,  which  they  iroagiped 
was  no  longer  necessary  on  this  occasioa. 
However,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  meet  the 
council  on  the  adjournment,  and  to  liavt 
the  council  convened  again  in  the  after- 
noon, as  there  was  a  town  meeting  sittingi 
and  I  could  not  be  certain  of  established 
quiet  until  that  was  over.  The  vessel  with 
the  tea  sailed  the  11th  inst.  with  a  fiur 
wind,  for  Halifax,  and  the  town  is  in  peace. 

Notwithstanding,  I  can  still  have  the 
'pleasure  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that 
this  province  continues  more  moaeratf 
than  any  to  the  southward;  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  truth  requires  me  to  so^e*^ 
that  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  sentimeot 
is  not  divided  nor  lost  in  New  Hampsht"^ 
although  tliey  have  hitherto  been  prevailed 
upon  to  abstain  from  acts  of  general  vio* 
lence  and  outrage,  and  the  laws  have  their 
course*    How  long  it  will  remain  so  is  u^* 
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powble  to  foresee ;  I  confess  much  good 
naj  not  reasonably  be  counte4  upon,  whUe 
the  unhappy  distraclions  in  the  Massa* 
dioKt's  Bay  gain  ground  and  spread  with 
aich  violence  as  cannot  but  be  extremely 
deplond  by  every  considerate  man. 

Extrsct  of  a  Lbtter  from  Governor 
Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  15th 
Nov.  1774. 

At  an  aii^umment  of  a  town  meeting 
is  Portsmouth,  in  October  last,  52  voters 
reconsidered  a  vote  of  56  voters  in  a  pre- 
lioot  meeting,  *^  not  to  grant  the  town 
nooeys  for  a  donation  to  Boston;  but 
Ibt  a  voluntary  subscription  be  opened 
for  that  purpose."  This  lesser  number 
ftuHed  20O1C  proclamation  moaeyt  which 
u  near  four  times  their  province  tax* 

They  also  proceeded  to  choose  a  com* 
ttttee  of  45  persons,  chiefly  out  of  the 
somber  then  present,  who  stile  themselves, 
*  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.''  I 
hear  one  half  the  number  refused  to  act 
The  remainder  convened  together,  and 
prersiled  on  Mr.  Wentworth,  an  old  gen- 
tkoan  of  78  years,  and  lately  extremely 
ia)i>Bired  by  frequent  epileptic  fits,  to  be 
their  chairman.  General  Gage  having  de- 
ned  me  to  furnish  some  carpenters  to 
boU  and  prepare  quarters  for  his  Ma^ 
jetty's  troops  in  Boston,  the  carpenters 
there  being  withdrawn,  and  the  service 
mudi  distressed;  I  immediately  engaged 
aid  tent  him  a  party  of  able  men,  which 
mived  to  the  genend,  and  are  very  use* 
iiiL  However,  this  coounittee  considered 
It  as  very  obnoxious,  and  chose  a  sub- 
committee from  among  their  acting  mem- 
ben,  to  draw  up  i«soIves  relative  to  this 
Bitter,  whidi  I  am  informed  thejr  did, 
ttd  ware  accordingly  publi^ed  in  the 
Bdoied  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  No. 
MO,  which  excited  the  desuned  madness 
ibniagb  the  interior  parts  orthe  province, 
ttd  aolely  gave  rise  to  the  proceedings  at 
l^Khester,  as  published  in  the  Gaaette, 
No.  94/3L  Indeed,  had  not  the  Rochester 
^Mnmittee  acted  with  great  prudence,  and 
fooaented  to  call  Mr.  Austin  before  them, 
ttia  gpeatly  to  be  apprehended  very  es- 
Mtial  outrages  would  have  been  com- 
mitted on  his  estate,  and  his  person  en- 
^ttgered  through  the  violence  of  a  de- 
Ued  nopulace.  From  these  motives  only 
*^  tlMse  three  gentlemen  in  Rochester 
f^Bvailed  on  to  act  in  almsiness  the  whole 
«which  they  publicly  disapproved,  but 
"^  not  power  to  soppresa.   During  these 
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agitations  captain  Holland,  by  desire  of 
brigadier  general  Itobinsoo,  had  purchased 
some  blankets  for  the  army.  The  com- 
mittee forbad  him  to  ship  any,  and  he  im« 
mediately  sent  them  all  to  my  house  for 
safety,  whence  I  directly  shipped  them  for 
Boston,  and  they  are  safely  delivered.  In 
the  counties  of  Hillsborough  and  Cheshire 
I  have  heard  there  have  been  several  re» 
prehensibte  violences  committed,  under 
popular  pretences  of  liberty;  hitherto 
there  has  been  no  complaints  made  to 
me;  nevertheless  I  took  such  measures, 
that,  I  am  informed  by  the  magistrates  of 
those  counties,  the  difficulties  begin  to 
subside.  But  I  cannot  flatter  mysciu  with 
any  reasonable  hopes  of  the  legal  esta- 
blishment of  the  powers  of  government  in 
this  province,  until  they  are  effisctually 
restored  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  I  have 
been  ssccessful  in  prevaOing  on  soldiers 
deserted  from  the  kmg's  troops  at  Boston, 
to  return  to  their  duty,  through  the 
spirited  and  prudent  activity  of  major 
Thompson,  a  militia  officer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, whose  management,  the  general 
writes  me,  promises  further  success.  The 
town  of  £xeter  have  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Portsmouth,  and  granted  100/. 
to  Boston,  and  I  apprehend  many  other 
towns  will  do  the  like. 

Extract  of  a  Lxttxr  from  Governor 
Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  Hampshire,  2d 
Decemlier,  1774. 

The  forming  a  continental  congress  was 
so  universally  adopted  by  the  other  co- 
lonies, that  It  was  impossible  to  prevent 
this  province  from  joining  tfaerem,  and 
accepting  the  measures  recommended, 
whicn  are  received  implicitly :  so  great  is 
the  present  delusion,^  that  most  people  re- 
ceive them  as  matters  of  obedience,  hot 
of  considerate  examination,  whereon  they 
may  exercise  their  own  judgment.  Ac- 
cordingly on  their  first  publication  the 
acting  part  of  the  committee  mentioned 
in  my  mspatch.  No.  69,  forbid  an  expor- 
tation of  fifty  sheep,  the  adventure  of  a 
ship-master,  bouna  to  the  West-Indies, 
and  caused  him  at  some  loss  to  dispose  of 
his  sheep,  and  unlade  the  provision  made 
for  them..^ThiB  day  the  provincial  com- 
mittee nominated  at  Exeter  by  the  elec* 
tors  of  the  delegates  to  the  congress,  have 
published  their  mandate,  for  a  general 
submission  to  the  resolves  of  the  congress, 
signed  by  their  chairman,  who  was  speaker 
in  the  late  general  a8sembly.«-I$  u  much 
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to  be  wished  the  colonies  had  pursued  the 
mode  of  representation  your  lordship  is 
pleased  to  mention.  At  present,  1  ap- 
prehend, the  respective  assemblies  will 
embrace  the  first  hour  of  their  meeting 
formally  to  recognize  ail  the  proceedings 
of  the  congress,  and  if  they  should  super- 
add, it  will  not  probably  be  less  violent 
than  the  example  which  will  be  their 
foundation. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouthy  dated  New  York,  ^th  May, 
1774. 

Captain  Lockyer  with  the  so  long  looked 
'    for  tea  from  the  Indm  Gonipany  arrived 
at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  19th  of  last  month. 
The  ship  eame  no  fkrther  up,  and  a  few 
days  after  sailed  from  thence  again  for 
London  with  the  tea  on  board.     Neither 
the  captain  nor  any  other  made  the  least 
application  to  me  about  the  ship  or  her 
cargo.     The  account  of  this  attair  pub- 
lished in  the  inclosed  news-paper   is  as 
partic\ilar  and  full  as  any  that  1  dould  pro- 
cure.— In   the  same  paper  your  lordship 
will  find  an  account  of  some  more  violent 
proceedings  against  a  parcel  of  tea  im- 
ported by  capt.  Ghambers,  of  the  ship 
London,   who  arrived   here  while  capt. 
Lockyer  was  in  this  place.     As  no  appli- 
cation was  made  to  me  by  capt.  Ghambers, 
or  any  other,  before  or  since  this  riotous 
event,  I  cannot  give  your  lordship  a  better 
account  of  it  tlian  is  contained  in  the 
printed  papen    It  happened  early  in  the 
evening,  and  though  a  pretty  large  num- 
ber or   spectators  were    assembled,  the 
quarter  where  1  reside  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  town  was  perfectly  quiet.    It 
IS  said  capt.  Ghambers  drew  the  particu- 
lar resentment  of  the  people  upon  himself 
l}j  the  duplicity  of  his  conduct.    Last 
voyage  he  claimed  applause  here  for  being 
the  first  who  refused  to  take  the  India 
Gompany^s  tea  on  board  his  ship,  and  re- 
ceived public  thanks  from  the  people  of 
this  place  for  it — A  few  days  after  go- 
vernor Tryon  went  from  hence,  a  small 
aloop  loaded  with  Dutch  tea,  duck,  Sec. 
was  seized  by  an  officer  of  the  custom- 
house.    She  was  taken  in  this  port  at  noon 
day,  and  secured  without  any  tumult  on 
the  occasion* 

JBx tract  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General 
Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  New  York,  15th  May,  1774. 

The  acpounts  received  befoxe  the  ar- 


rival of  the  packet  as  late  as  the  Hth  oF 
April,  had  made  known  the  plan  of  opera- 
tion intended  to  bring  Boston  to  a  sense 
of  order  and  decencv,  so  that  on  the  ar« 
rival  of  lieut.  general  Gage  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place  will  not  be  at  a  loss  what 
they  are  to  expect  if  they  will  prove  re- 
fractory ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  people 
here  that  they  will  acknowledge  their 
fault,  pay  for  it,  and  endeavour  to  rein- 
state themselves  into  his  Majesty's  favour 
by  a  proper  submission.  1  wish  it  may  be 
the  case,  as  there  is  no  knowing  how  far 
the  factious  spirit  of  a  few  lesuding  men 
may  carry  an  inconsiderate  multitude,  who 
have  imbibed  the  most  romantic  notions  a€ 
independence  and  liberty,  and  there  will 
not  fail  to  be  such  papers  propagated 
amotig&t  them  in  order  to  spirit  them  up. 
The  act  of  parliament  relative  to  the  port 
of  Boston  is  already  reprinted  here  with 
such  representations  as  may  possibly  an* 
swei*  that  end.  I  take  the  liberty  to  in- 
close to  your  lordship  one  of  those  papers 
handed  about  this  town  gratis. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Genera] 
Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth^ 
dated  New  York,  1st  June,  1774'. 

I'  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lord- 
ship with  the  apparent  enect,  which  the 
late  vigorous  measures  adopted  by  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  have  made  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  s 
the  few  who  entertained  more  loyal  and 
liberal  ideas  of  government,  are  now  ia* 
duced  and  encouraged  to  speak  their 
minds  with  more  freedom,  and  fear  not  to 
disapprove  the  rash  proceedings  of  their 
countrymen,  blindly  led  by  a  few  hot« 
headed  and  designing  men  ;  this  has  ope- 
rated so  far^  as  to  prevent  hitherto,  the  ef^ 
feet  of  the  resolution  warmly  urged  hy  a 
number  of  violent  enthui^iasts  to  shut  up 
their  ports  themselves  both  here  and  at 
Philadelphia,  and  to  decline  any  importa* 
tion  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or 
exportation  to  any  of  the  West-India 
islands,  until  the  Act  against  the  town-  of 
Boston  should  be  repealed. — The  more 
timid  amongst  them,  actuated  by  self-in* 
terest  and  common  prudence,  have  joined 
the  few  who  dared  to  stand  forth  against 
such  outrageous  and  illegal  combinatioua ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  measure  was 
rejected ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  tbd 
Rre  is  only  .smothered  at  present,  and 
might  break  out  a-new  unless  the  mea* 
sures  said  to  be  adopted  subsequent  to  the 
Boston  Port  Bill  should  prove  sufficient 
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to  restore  the  goo^^  order  aod  harmony,  so 
esieotial  to  Britam  and  her  colonies,  to 
aanre  the  dependance  of  the  latter  on  the 
kii^oBi  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  time  re- 
more  the  prejodices  now  tubsiMing. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  York,  1st  June, 

1774. 

The  act  of  parliament  shutting  up  the 
port  of  Boston  was  brought  to  this  place 
by  s  merchant  Tossel  a  few  days  before  I 
Kcdrcd  it  from  your  lordship's  office. 
The  Act  was  immediately  published  in  all 
osr  news-papers,  and  was  the  subject  of 
an  conversation.  I  knew  thai  people  uni- 
renaDy  in  this  colony  had  received  such 
ideas  of  being  tazea  at  the  pleasure  of 
parliament,  that  I  was  particularly  anxious 
apon  this  occasion  to  discover  the  senti- 
ments of  those  who  might  have  roost  in* 
fluence  over  others,  and  was  assured  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  and  others 
of  weight  in  the  city,  that  no  means  would 
be  omitted  to  prevent  the  hot-headed 
people  taking  any  measures  tiiat  might 
eD(Unger  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  co- 
lony. 

The  men  who  at  that  time  called  them* 
idveg  the  committee,  who  dictated,  and 
scted  in  the  name  of  the  people,  were 
ttaoj  of  them  of  the  lower-rank,  and  all 
tbe  warmest  zealots  of  those  called  the 
MNtt  of  liberty.  The  more  considerable 
■ercbants  and  citiaens  seldom  or  never 
ippeared  among  them ;  but  I  believe  were 
sot  displeased  with  the  clamour  and  op- 
position that  was  shewn  against  internal 
taxation  by  parliament. 

The  principal  inhabitants  being  now 
•fnud  that  these  hot-headed  men  might 
ma  the  city  into  dangerous  measures,  ap- 
pesred  in  a  considerable  body  at  the  first 
Bwctiog  of  the -people  after  the  Boston 
hrt  Act  was  publisned  here,  lliey  dis- 
iolred  tbe  former  committee,  and  ap- 
pobted  a  new  one  of  51  persons,  in  which 
csre  was  taken  to  have  a  number  of  the 
n^ost  prudent  and  considerate  people  ot 
^  place,  some  of  them  have  not  before 
joined  the  public  proceedings  of  the  op- 
P<)utioD,  and  were  induced  to  appear  in 
*hat  they  are  sensible  is  an  illegal  cha- 
f^ter,  from  a  consideration  that  if  they 
Mnot,  the  business  would  be  left  in  the 
<«»e  rash  hai^ds  as  before. 

Letters  had  been  received  from  Boston 
*ith  an  invitation  from  that  town  to  the 
Alter  colonies,  immediately  to  comeiote 
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a  resolution  to  refrain  from  any  commerce 
with  Great  Britain  and  the  \Vest  India 
islands,  till  the  Act  for  shutting  up  the  port 
of  Boston  was  repealed. 

I  am  informed  that  the  new  committee 
in  their  answer  to  Boston,  have  given  them 
no  reason  to  expect  that  the  merchanu  of 
this  place  will  adopt  so  extravagant  a  mea- 
sure, and  people  with  whom  I  converse 
assure  me,  that  they  think  it  cannot  be 
brought  about  by  the  most  2sealous  advo* 
cates  of  opposition.  As  yet  no  resolutiona 
have  been  taken  by  the  people  of  this  co- 
lony, and  the  cool  prudent  men  will  en- 
deavour to  keep  measures  in  suspense  till 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  adopting  the 
best.  1  am  told  they  have  proposed  that 
the  colonies  be  invited  to  send  deputies  to 
meet  together,  in  order  to  petition  the 
King  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  delibe- 
rate  upon  some  plan  whereby  the  jealou* 
sies  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies may  be  removed.  It  is  allowed  by 
the  intelligent  among  them,  that  these  as«> 
semblies  of  the  people  without  authority 
of  government  are  illegal,  and  may  be 
dangerous,  but  they  deny  that  thty  are 
unconstitutional  when  a  national  grievance 
cannot  otherwise  be  removed.  What  re- 
solutions will  be  taken  I  cannot  yet  say. 
The  government  of  this  province  has  no 
coercive  power  over  these  assemblies  of 
the  people,  but  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
gistrates in  all  other  cases  is  submitted  to 
as  usual. 

Letter  from  Lieut.  Governor  Golden 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  New 
York,  6th  July,  1774. 

In  my  letter  of  June  1st,  I  informed 
your  lordship,  that  the  people  of  this  city 
had  chosen  a  committee  of  51  persons  to 
correspond  with  the  sister  colonies,  on  the 
present  political  affairs  t  that  many  of  this 
committee  were  of  the  most  considerable 
merchants,  and  men  of  cool  tempers,  who 
would  endeavour  to  avoid  all  extravagant 
and  dangerous  measures.  They  have  had 
a  continual  struggle  with  those  of  a  diffe- 
rent disposition,  and  having  for  several 
weeks  succeeded  in  suspending  any  reso- 
lutions, I  was  in  hopes  they  would  hav^ 
maintained  the  only  donduct  which  can 
excuse  them.  But  accounts,  repeatedly 
coming  to  hand  from  different  parts  of  die 
continent,  of  the  appointment  of  deputies 
to  meet  in  a  general  congress,  this  mea* 
sure  wi^  so  strenuously  pushed,  that  it 
was  carried  in  the  committee  of  51  oi 
Monday  last,  and  five  persons  Were  namf 
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for  the  deputies  from  this  province ;  the 

Sersons  named  are,  James  Duane^  and 
ohn  Jay,  two  eminent  lawyers^  Isaac 
Low,  Philip  Ij.iyiogston,  and  John  AIsop, 
merchants.  I  am  told  a  violent  effort 
was  made  in  the  committee  to,  have  John 
Scott,  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  Alexander 
M'Dougle,  named  in  place  of  Jay  and  AI- 
-sop ;  it  IS  said  the  people  are  to  be -invited 
to  meet  on  Thursday,  to  approve  of  the 
deputies  named  by  the  committee.  These 
transactions  are  dangerous,  my  lord,  and 
illegal,  but  by  what  means  shaH  govern- 
ment prevent  them  ?  An  attempt  by  the 
power  of  the  civil  magistrate  would  only 
shew  their  weakness^  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
say  upon  what  foundation  a  military  aid 
should  be  called  in ;  such  a  measure  would 
involve  us  in  troubles,  which  it  is  thought 
much  more  prudent  to  avoid ;  and  to  shun 
all  extremes^  while  it  is  yet  possible, 
things  may  take  a  favourable  turn.  The 
purpose  of  the  congress,  it  is  said,  is  to 
petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  to 
consider  of  a  plan  for  settling  the  contro* 
▼ersy  with  Great  Britain.  But  no  instruc- 
tions for  the  deputies  have  yet  appeared 
that  I  know  of. 

The  present  political  zeal  and  phrenzy 
is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  the  people  in  the  counties  are 
no  :ways  disposed  to  become  active,  or  to 
bear  any  part  in  what  is  proposed  by  the 
citizens.  1  am  told  ail  the  counties  but 
one,  have  declined  an  invitation  sent  to 
them  from  New  York,  to  appoint  commit- 
tees of  correspondence.  This  province  is 
evenr  ;where,  my  lord,  except  in  the  city 
of  'tfew  Yqrk,  perfectly  ouiet  and  in  good 
fNrder,  and  in  New  York  a  much  greater 
freedom  of  speech  prevails  now  than  has 
done  heretoTore.  An  opposition  has  been 
declared  to  the  vile  practice  of  exhibiting 
effigies,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  it  for 
the  future. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lient  Go- 
▼ernor  Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth) dated  New  York,  2d  August, 
1774. 

In  my  letter  No.  3, 1  submitted  to  your 
lordship  my  opinion,  that  government 
here  cannot  prevent  the  frequent  meetings 
of  the  people,  which  have  become  com- 
luon  every  where;  and  I  am- now  con- 
vinced, that  if  government  had  interfered, 
the  most  violent  men  would  have  gained 
great  advantage,  and  would  have  prevent- 
ed the  acquiescence  in  the  nomination  of 
■doderate  men,  which  has  now  taken  place 


to  meet  at  the  general  congress  of  deputies 
from  all  the  colonies,  proposed  to  be  beU 
at  Philadelphia  next  month. 

The  meeting  of  the  delegates,  I  am  of 
opinion  cannot  be  prevented ;  if  they  par« 
sue  only  such  prudent  measures  as  are 
calculated  to  remove  the  destructive  dii- 
Sentions  which  subsist  between  Great  Bri* 
tain  and  her  colonies,  the  meeting  though 
ill^al,  it  may  be  hoped,  wiU  produce  some 
good. 

Great  pains  hare  been  taken  in  the  se-  . 
vera!  counties  of  this  province  to  induce 
the  people  to  enter  into  resolves,  and  to 
send  committees  to  join  the  city  committee, 
but  they  have  only  prevailed  in  Suffolk 
county,  in  the  east  end  of  Long  Island, 
which  was  settled  from  Connecticut,  and 
the  inhabitants  still  retain  great  similaritj 
of  manners  and  sentiments. 

From  a  view  of  the  numerous  resolves  of 
the  people  in  all  the  colonies,  which  appesr 
in  every  news-paper,  your  lordship  mi^ht 
be  led  to  think  a  stupid  fatal  hardiness  in- 
toxicated the  whole.  But  there  are  every 
where  many  people  who  are  seriously  alarm* 
ed  at  the  critical  posture  of  the  contention 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies; 
they  look  forward  with  the  deepest  anxiety, 
'ana  would  rejoice  in  any  pruaent  plan  for 
restoring  harmony  and  security.  Could 
it  be  thought  consistent-with  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  to  lay  aside  the  right  of 
raising  money  on  the  subjects  in  Americs, 
and  in  lieu  thereof,  that  the  several  Ame- 
rican assemblies- should  grant  and  secure 
to  the  crown  a  sufficient  and  permaoent 
supply  to  pay  all  the  officers  and  ordinsij 
expiences  of  government,  they  are  of  opi- 
nion this  would  be  a  ground-work  upon 
which  a  happy  reconciliation  might  be 
effiscted ;  the  dependance  of  the  colonies 
on  Great  Britain  secured,  government 
maintained,  and  this  destructive  contest 
amicably  terminated*  For  this  purpose 
they  hope  an  address  to  his  Maj^ty  wiU 
be  formed  at  the  general  congress. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant 
Governor  Coldentothe  Earl  of  Dart- 
•^      mouth,  dated  New  York,  7th  Septem- 
.   ber,  1774. 

The  destruction  of  captain  Chambers's 
tea  was  so  unexpected  and  sudden,  that 
no  measures  coiud  be  pi^viously  thought 
of  to  prevent  it. 

AfVerwards  the  gentlemen  of  property 
and  principal  merchants  attended  the 
meetings  of^the  populace,  when  called  to- 
gether by  their  former  demi^gogues,  who 
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thereby  bare  lost  their  influence,  and  are 
oe^eeted.  The  populaoeare  now  directed 
by  men  of  different  prindpleiy  and  who 
hire  much  at  stake.  Many  papers  have 
been  pnhlisbed  in  this  city  to  expose  the 
aemires  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  fonner  demagogoes  in  opposition  to 
gofemment.  Men  now  speak  and  publish 
tesdments  in  fmroor  of  government,  and 
•ijpieapon  the  political  subjects  of  the 
timely  with  much  greater  freeaom  and  se- 
cnrity  than  has  be«i  known  here  for  some 
Tetnpast,  which  I  hope  is  a  sign  that  the 
oceodous  spirit  whicn  has  governed  the 
people  to  their  great  disjprace  is  checked ; 
ve  have  no  more  burning  of  effigies,  or 
patting  cat-throat  papers  under  people's 
doon. 

I  hope  I  am  not  deceived  in  thinking 
tiiat  the  people  of  this  province  will  cau- 
tioQily  avoid  giving  any  new  ofience  to 
the  paritament,  but  great  numbers  are  so 
ioctuatingy  that  aome  unexpected  incident 
mar  produce  bad  efects. 

The  five  gentlemen  whom  I  formerly 
informed  your  lordship  were  appointed  by 
tlacity  to  be  their  delegated  at  the  gene- 
nl  congress,  went  to  Philadelphia,  the 
|]^ace  ormeeting,  last  week.  Seven  coun- 
tio  of  this  province,  neither  appointed 
deJegates  for  themselves,  nor  concurred  in 
(he  cboice  made  by  the  city ;  and  two 
cumties  have  sent  delegates  of  their  own. 
1  foond  the  city  delegates  were  embar- 
naed  by  this  cbssention  of  the  peq)le. 

Extract  of  a  Lstteb  from  Lieut*  Gover- 
nor Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  York^  5th  Octo- 

•     ber,  1774. 

By  my  letter  of  the  7th '  Sept,  your 
Muip  would  find  I  entertained  hopes 
that  the  people  of  this  province  would 
adopt  modferate  measures,  and  avoid  giving 
aaj  Dew  offence  to  the  parliament.  I 
bewBuch  were  the  sentiments  of  the  far- 
iKrs  and  country  people  in  j^neral,  who 
Bake  a  great  majority  of  the  mhabitants. 

A  great  deal  of  pains  has  been  taken  to 
penoade  the  counties  to  choose  delegates 
tor  the  congress,  or  to  adopt  those  sent  by 
^^city.  Several  of  the  counties  have 
jcAtted  to  be  concerned  in  the  measure. 
u  Qoeen's  county,  where  I  have  a  house, 
J^  reaide  the  summer  season,  six  persons 
have  not  been  ^t  to  meet  for  the  purpose ; 
t&d  the  mhabitants  remain  firm  in  their 
^lotion  not  to  join  in  the  congress.  In 
Hie  coonties  that  have  jomed  in  the  mea- 
'vci  of  the  city,  I  am  informed  the  busi- 


ness has  been  done  by  a  very  few  persons^ 
who  took  upon  themselves  to  act  for  the 
freeholders.  A  senUeman  who  was  pre- 
sent when  the  Megates  were  chosen  in 
Orange  coonty,  says  there  were  not  twenty 
persons  at  the  meeting,  though  there  are 
above  a  thousand  freeholders  in  that 
county ;  and  I  am  told  the  case  was  siroi« 
lar  in  other  counties  that  are  said  to  have 
joined  in  the  congress. 

The  violent  men  in  this  city  who  lost 
the  lead  among  the  people  when  the  com- 
mittee of  51  were  appointed,  as  mentioned 
in  mv  former  letters  to  your  lordship, 
hoped  they  had  got  an  opportunity  to 
regain  their  importance,  ana  to  throw  the 
city  into  confusion  on  occasion  of  orders 
which  were  received  by  some  of  our  mer- 
chants to  furnish  articles  wanted  by  the 
armv  at  Boston.  These  violent  men  last 
week  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
which  few  but  the  lower  clau  of  people 
attended,  and  not  a  great  many  of  them ; 
yet  they  had  the  impudence  to  send  a  com- 
mittee to  the  merchants  who  were  engaged' 
in  supplying  the  articles  wanted  by  the 
army  at  Boston,  with  a  very  impertinent 
message,  and  endeavoured  to  deter  th^ 
and  all  others  from  furnishing  the  army 
and  transports  with  any  thing  whatever* 
These  manceuvres  occasioned  some  bustle 
among  the  people  for  a  few  days,  and  ob* 
liged  the  committee  of  51  to  desire  a  meet* 
ins  of  the  inhabitants  on  Friday  last,  when 
a  Taree  body  of  the  principal  people  and 
merchants  appeared,  and  dedared,  that 
those  who  had  taken  upon  them  to  threaten 
the  merchants  had  acted  without  any  au* 
thority  from  the  public,  and  that  they 
highlydisapproved  of  their  conduct;  which 
has  once  more  silenced  the  turbulent  fac- 
tious few,  who  are  never  easy  when  the 
people  are  quiet  and  orderly.  The  mer- 
chants now  go  on  completing  their  orders 
without  farther  interruption. 

It  is  my  duty  to  give  your  lorc|^hip  the 
best  information  I  atn  able  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  province.  With 
this  view  1  mention  the  most  material 
transactions  among  them.  It  is  extremely 
dilBcult  at  such  times  to  give  an  opinion 
of  what  may  happen.  The  most  trifling 
unforeseen  incident  may  produce  the 
greatest  events.  I  have  luready  said,  my 
K>rd,  that  I  am  well  assured  almost  the 
whole  inhabitants  in  the  counties  wish  for 
moderate  measures ;  they  think  the  dis- 
pute with  Great  Britain  is  carried  far 
enough,  and  abhor  the  thoughts  of  push- 
ing it  to  desperate  lengths.    In  the  city 
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a  large  majoritj  of  the  people  wish  that  a 
non-importatioo  agreemeot  may  not  be 
proposed,  and  were  very  much  sarprised 
on  finding  that  such  a  measure  would  pro- 
bably be  resolved  on  by  the  congress.  I 
have  some  hopes  that  our  merchants  will 
avoid  a  non-iroportation  agreement,  even 
if  proposed  by  the  congress.  I  am  certain 
a  majority  of  the  most  considerable  are 
convinced  it  is  a  wrong  measure,  and  wish 
not  to  come  into  it,  but  whether  they  will 
have  resolution  enough  to  oppose  the  sen- 
timents of  all  the  other  colonies,  can  only 
be  known  when  they  are  put  to  the  trial. 
The  speeches  in  parliament,  and  oUier 
inflammatory  papers  published  in  Lon- 
douy  and  reprinted  in  America,  make  the 
worst  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  opposed  in  this  place  bv 
publishing  more  papers  in  favour  of  admi- 
nistration, and  against  measures  which 
must  be  offensive  to  parliament,  than  in  all 
the  other  colonies  put  together. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  York|  2nd  No- 
vember, 1774. 

The  congress  at  Philadelphia  broke  up 
last  week.  They  have  published  an  ex- 
tract of  their  proceedings,  of  which  I  in- 
close your  lordship  a  copy.  It  was  re- 
ceived in  this  place  only  two  days  ago,  so 
that  there  hais  not  been  time  to  discover 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  people  upon 
it.  It  is  certain,  that  the  measures  of  the 
'  congress  do  not  meet  with  rapid  applause 
Uiere,  but  on  the  contrary  the  people,  even 
in  the  city,  appear  to  be  rather  dissatisfied. 
They  continue,  so  far  as  I  can  discover, 
averse  to  all  violent  and  irritating  mea- 
sures. The  merchants  seem  to  disrelish 
the  non-importation  associatiop,  and  if  I 
am  not  very  much  deceived,  the  farmers 
will  not  bear  the  non-exportation;  but  at 
present  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  cer- 
tainty what  steps  the  people  will  take  in 
consequence  of  what  has  been  advised  and 
determined  by  the  congress. 

I  think  I  may  continue  to  assure  your 
lordship,  that  a  great  majority  in  this  pro- 
vince are  very  far  from  approving  of  the 
extravagant  and  dangerous  measures  of 
the  New  England  governments,  that  they 
abhor  the  thoughts  of  a  civil  war,  and  de- 
tire  nothing  so  much  as  to  have  an  end 
put  to  this  unhappy  dispute  with  the  mo- 
ther country. 

Our  assembly  have  not  met  for  some 
years  past  till  after  the  Christmas  holi- 


days. Before  that  time  I  will  endeavour 
to  learn,  whether  I  may  expect  that  tli^ 
will  propose  conciliatory  measures. 

Nothmg  material  has  happened  in  this 
place  since  my  last  letter  to  your  lordship. 
The  merchants  are  at  present  endeavour^ 
ing  to  sift  out  each  other's  sentiments 
upon  the  association  proposed  by  the  con- 
gress ;  a  certain  sign,  I  take  it,  that  they 
wish  to  avoid  it.  About  eighty  artificers 
went  from  hence  with  eeneral  Haldimand 
to  work  on  the  barracks  there ;  and  last 
week  iron  pots  and  stores  were  shipped 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Boston,  with- 
out an  attempt  being  made  to  prevent  It. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Go* 
vernor  Golden  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  New  York,  7th  De- 
cember, 1774. 

Notwithstanding  the  business  which  at 
this  time  agitates  America,  is  such,  that 
we  continually  expect  some  event  of  great 
importance,  what  has  occurred  in  this 
province  since  my  letter  of  the  2nd  of 
November,  has  not  been  very  Qiaterial. 

The  first  thins  done  here  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resolutions  of  the  congress, 
was  the  dissolution  of  the  committee  of 
51,  in  order  to  chuse  a  new  committee  to 
carry  the  measures  of  the  congress  into 
effect,  a  day  was  appointed  by  advertise- 
ment, for  chusing  60  persons  to  form  this 
new  committee.  About  30  or  40  citizens 
appeared  at  the  election,  and  chose  the 
&)  persons  who  had  been  previously  named 
by  the  former  committee ;  I  can  no  other- 
wise, my  lord,  account  for  the  very  small 
number  of  people  who  appeared  on  this 
occasion,  than  by  supposing  that  the  mea- 
sures of  the  congress  are  generally  disre- 
lished. 

The  non-importation  association  affects 
the  smugglers  as  well  as  the  fair  traders. 
No  tea  IS  to  be  imported  from  any  part  of 
the  world,  after  the  first  of  this  month.  The 
smugglers  expect  large  quantities  of  Dutch 
tea,  and  insist  that  it  shall  be  exempted 
from  the  effect  of  the  association ;  otliers 
declare,  that  the  fair  traders  shall  not  be 
the  only  suftrers.  It  is  a  dispute  which  I 
think  may  very  probably  defeat  the  asso- 
eiation.'  several  vessds  are  daily  expected 
here  with  goods  from  England,  and  I  am 
told  ten  or  twelve  at  Philadelphia.  It  ia 
however  shocking  to  reflect,  my  lord,  that 
smuggling  is  such  a  business  among  us,  as 
to  be  publicly  espoused  by  numbers,  and 
more  strenuously  advocated  than  the  legal 
trade* 
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In  die  present  committee  of  this  place 
Aere  are  several  gentlemen  of  property, 
SDd  who  are  esteemed  to  favour  moderate 
vd  conciliatory  measores.  I  was  sur- 
pned  to  find  such  men  joining  with  the 
committee  whose  design  is  to  execute  Uie 
pkn  of  th^  congress.  I  have  at  length 
diicorered  that  they  act  with  a  view  to 
protect  the  city  from  the  ravages  of  the 
nob.  For  this  purpose  they  say,  they  are 
flbliged  at  present  to  support  the  measures 
of  the  congress,  that  ii  they  did  not,  the 
B06t  dangerous  men  among  us  would  take 
the  lead ;  and  under  pretence  of  execut- 
ing the  dictates  of  the  congress,  would 
inuDediately  throw  the  city  into  the  most 
perfloitt  situation.  That  however  const- 
oerabie  the  numbers  may  be  who  disap- 
profe  of  violent  riotous  measures,  yet  the 
ipirit  of  mobbing  is  so  much  abroad,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  few  people  at  any  time 
to  nise  a  mob  ;  and  that  the  gentlemen 
and  men  of  property  will  not  turn  out  to 
toppress  them. 

I  fear,  my  lord,  there  is  too  much  truth 
in  thu  representation.  It  is  a  dreadful 
atoation ;  if  we  are  not  rescued  from  it  by 
the  wi^om  and  6rmnes8  of  parliament, 
the  colonies  must  soon  fall  into  distrac- 
tioQ,  and  every  calamity  annexed  to  a 
totil  annihilation  of  government. 

The  assembly  of  this  province  stand 
proroeued  to  the  IGth  of  January,  and  by 
the  advice  of  the  council  summonses  are 
ined  for  them  to  meet  on  that  da^.  Many 
people  think  there  is  a  probability  that 
thev  wOl  go  upon  conciliatory  measures, 
md  propose  something  that  may  be  coun- 
leunced  by  administration.  The  event  is 
uncertain,  but  on  such  occasions  I  think 
trerj  thing  is  to  be  tried  that  may  possibly 
trert  the  calamity  which  hangs  over  this 
country.  I  do  not  apprehend  there  is  any 
'tnger  thai  the  assembly  will  make  mat- 
ten  wone  than  they  are. 

Several  pieces  have  been  published 
here,  exposing  the  extravagant  and  dange- 
^  proceedings  of  the  congress,  and  ad- 
l^g  the  people  to  rely  on  the  assembly, 
^  they  inll  take  the  most  reasonable 
md  constitutional  means  of  restoring  peace 
^  harmony  between  Great  Britam  and 
■is  province. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Franklin  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  Burlington,   Slst  May,  1774. 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  two  cir- 
w  dispatches  from  Mr.  Pownal,  dated 
*wch  ioth  and  April  Stb.  iudosinff  copies 
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of  his  Majesty's  Messase  to  both  Houses  of 
parliament  relative  to  the  late  disturbances 
in  America ;  their  resolution  thereupon, 
and  the  act  of  parliament  respecting  the 
port  of  Boston.  The  latter  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  usual  manner,  though  the 
people  iu  this  colony  are  not  concerned  in 
carrying  on  any  commerce  with  the  pro« 
vince  of  Massachusetts  Bay* 

It  is  difficult  as  yet  to  foresee  what  will 
be  the  consequence  of  the  Boston  Port 
Act ;  it  seems  as  if  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  at  their  late  meet- 
ings, were  inclined  to  assist  or  co-operate 
with  those  of  Boston  in  some  degree,  but 
not  to  carry  matters  so  far  as  to  enter  into 
a  general  non-importation  and  exportation 
agreement,  as  was  proposed  to  them  by 
the  town  of  Boston ;  however,  I  believe  it 
may  be  depended  upon,  that  many  of  the 
merchants,  on  a  supposition  that, a  non- 
importation agreement  (so  far  as  respects 
from  Great  Britain)  will  be  certainly 
entered  into  by  next  autumn,  have  ordered 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  goods  than 
common  to  be  sent  out  by  the  next  fall 
ships  from  England. 

A  congress  of  members  of  the  several 
houses  of  assembly  has  been  proposed,  in 
order  to  agree  upon  some  measures  on  the 
present  occasion ;  but  whetlier  this  expe- 
dient will  take  place  is  as  yet  uncertain. 
The  Virginia  assembly  some  time  ago  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  correspondence, 
to  correspond  with  all  the  other  assem- 
blies on  ^e  continent,  which  example  has 
been  followed  bv  every  other  house  of  re-  # 
presentatives :  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  as- 
sembly of  this  province  would  not  have 
gone  into  the  measure ;  for  though  they 
met  on  the  10th  of  November,  yet  they 
avoided  taking  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion, though  frequently  urged  by  some  of 
the  members,  until  the  8th  February,  and 
then  I  believe  they  would  not  have  gone 
into  it,  but  tlTat  the  assembly  of  New 
York  had  just  before  resolved  to  appoint 
such  a  committee,  and  they  did  not  chuse 
to  appear  singular. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Franklin  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  Burlington,  28th  June,  1774. 

My  lord ;  I  have  just  received  a  copy 
of  some  resolves  entered  into  at  a  meeting 
of  a  number  of  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Essex,  in  this  province, 
on  Saturday  kst,  which  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  transmit  to  your  lordship.  The  meeting 
was  occasiQued  it  seems  by  an  advertise- 
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ment,  requesting  the  atteodanee  of  the  in- 
liabicants  on  that  day,  and  published  in  one 
«f  the  New  York  papers,  and  signed  by 
two  gentlemen  of  the  law  who  reside  in 
that  countr.  I  have  liitewise  had  an  appli- 
cation maae  to  me  by  some  of  the  inem- 
beirs  df  the  house  of  representatives,  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  in 
August  next,  with  which  I  have  not,  nor 
^afi  not  comply,  as  there  is  no  pufaiic 
business  of  the  province  which  can  make 
sti^  a  meeting  necessary.  It  seems  now 
determined  by  several  of  the  leading  men 
ih  most,  if  not  all  the  counties  in  this  pro- 
vince, toendeavour  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  freeholders  in  Essex.  Meetings  of  this 
nature  there  are  no  m^ns  of  preventing, 
where  the  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants  in- 
cline to  attend  them.  I  as  yet  doubt, 
however,  whether  they  will  agree  to  the 
general  non-importation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  has  oeen  recommended.  Their 
principal  aim  seems  to  be  to  bring  about  a 
congress  of  deputies  from  ail  the  colonies, 
as  proposed  by  Virginia ;  and  that  that 
congress  should  not  only  apply  to  his  Ma- 

iesty  for  the  repeal  of  the  Boston  Port  Act, 
mt  endeavour  to  fall  upon  measures  for 
accommodating  the  present  difiefences 
between  the  two  countries,  and  preventing 
the  like  in  future. 

Letter  from  Deputy  Governor  Penn 
to  the  Earl  of  JDartmouth,  dated  Phi- 
ladelphia, 31st  May,  1774. 

My  lord ;  I  take  this  opportunity  of  the 
packet  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  lis 
ioon  as  the  people  ot  Boston  knew  of  the 
late  act  of  parliament  for  shutting  up  that 
port,  an  express  was  dispatched  from 
ihence  with  the  intelligence  to  this  city, 
with  a  proposal  to  concur  with  them  m 
putting  a  total  stop  to  the  importing  or 
exportmg  any  kind  of  goods  wnatsoever, 
until  the  above  Act  should  be  repealed. 

In  consequence  of  this,  a  considerable 
number  of  merchants  and  others  had  a 
meeting,  at  a  tavern  in  this  city,  where«I 
understand  the  matter  was  taken  into  oon- 
aideration  and  debated.  The  only  resolu- 
tion that  I  can  learn  they  came  into  was  to 
prefer  a  petition  to  me,  to  convene  the  as- 
•embly  on  the  occasion,  and  I  am  told  a 
petition  has  been  framed  for  that  purpose, 
and  is  now  handed  about  the  town  to  be 
aigned,  and  will  be  presented  me  in  a  few 
days.  Should  so  anrontive  an  application 
be  really  made  to  me,  your  loroship  may 
be  assured  I  shall  treat  it  as  it  deserves. 
1  have  howerttr  been  infonnedi  that  the 
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movers  of  this  extrAoiiffiiiAry  measure,  Ited 
not  the  most  distant  expectSfttion  of  sac^ 
ceeding  in  it,  but  Chat  theit  tM  acfteme 
was  to  gain  time  by  iC,  to  sl*e  what  parf 
the  other  colonies  will  take  in  so  critical 
a  conjuncture.  Should  any  further  steps 
be  taken  here  that  may  be  worthy  your 
lordship's  infontaation,  I  shall  not  ndf  ite- 
mediately  to  communicate  them. 

I  have,  drc.    Johk  Psmr. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Go- 
vernor Penn  to  the  Earl  of  Dar^ 
mouth,  dated  Philadelphia,  5th  July, 
1774. 

My  lord;  in  my  last,  of  lihe  Slst  of 
May,  I  had  the  honour  to  mform  Tout 
lordship  of  my  expectation,  that  a  petition 
#ouId  be  presented  to  me  for  calling  tfae 
assembly.  I  have  sirtce  received  sadb  a 
petition,  and  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  it,  as  aliso  of  my  answer.  In  conse- 
mience  of  my  refusal  to  call  the  asaemblr, 
tnere  was  a  general  meeting  of  the  peooie 
of  this  city  and  county,  which*,  lam  in- 
formed, was  not  so  foil  as  might  have  btehi 
expected  on  <such  an  occasion. 

Their  proceedmgs  I  am  only  acquaintejl 
with  by  the  newspapers,  one  of  winch  I 
send  your  lordship,  which  contains  the 
transactions  of  the  day.  The  general  tem^ 
per  of  Jhe  people,  as  vrell  here  as  in  other 
parts  of  America,  is  very  warm.  They 
look  upon  the  chasti^ment  of  Boston  to 
be  purposely  rigorous,  and  held  up  by 
way  ef  mtimidation  to  all  America ;  and, 
in  short,  that  Beaton  is  aoifering  in  ib^ 
common  cause.  Their  delinquency  in  de* 
stroytng  the  East  India  Company's  tea,  h 
lost  in  the  attention  given  to  what  is  hers 
called  the  too  severe  punishment  of  shot* 
ting  up  the  port,  illtering  the  constitution^ 
and  making  an  Act,  as  they  termit,  screen- 
ing the  oflncers  and  soldiers  for  shedding 
American  blood.  The  plan  which  seems 
to  be  universally  adopted,  is  the  procuring 
a  general  congress,  in  order  to  state  the 
rights,  and  represent  the  grievances  of 
America  to  the  throne ;  and  to  agree  upon 
such  measures  as  may  be  thought  most 
Ittely  to  relieve  Boston,  and  restore  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies. 

J'he  measures  generally  talked  of  is  the 
non-importation  and  non-exportation  from 
and  to  England.  Some  are  for  making  it 
general,  and  others  for  limiting  it,  but  all 
for  associating  against  the  use  of  East  In- 
dia goods  of  every  kind,  except  salt-petre 

and  spioes.    In  ttie  mean  time»  as  grea^ 
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Mnbm  «f  peopb  wiO  be  c^ducei  U  ab- 
ipkite  iadigeace  ior  want  of  their  u«oel 
fployfnr^  eQU(Sctione  eve  mekiog  here* 
IM  m  aU  oCber  perls  of  America,  for  their 

ide£ 

lunct  of  a  LxTTBR  from  Deputy  60- 
Ternor  Penii  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
noudiy  dated  Philaddphia,  90th  July, 
1774. 

Uj  lord ;  I  beg  feave  now  to  acquaint 

Clofdihjpff  thet  a  meeting  of  deputies 
the  9e?eral  counties  of  thifi  pro- 
liioe  vas  held  in  this  ci^  on  the  i5tb  ai 
thii  BioDthy  to  consider  of  the  mqs^  proper 
■eisares  to  be  taken  in  the  present  difle- 
Roces  between  Great  Britain  and  the  co- 
bues.  The  principal  business  done  at  this 
cooYention  was  forming  a  set  of  resoWes, 
tfl  preparing  a  draught  of  instructions  to 
Ikeir  represeiitatives,  which  they  laui  be- 
fore the  asseii4>ly>  and  ieamediately  after- 
mrds  published  ibem.  I  herewiU)  send 
yoor  lordahip  the  newspaper  containing 
thoR  resolFes  and  instructions,  as  also  the 
nolutioDs  oi  the  assembly  thereupon,  by 
vhich  your  lordship  will  perceive,  that  thie 
ptepi  taken  by  tlie  assembly  are  rather  a 
cmck  than  an  encpuragement  to  the  pro* 
ttediDgB  of  the  committee ;  and  this  1 
laivcil  assured  would  be  the  case.  I 
iBi  widi  great  respect,  &c.     Jobk  Pzkn. 

Extract  of  a  Letteb  from  Deputy  Go- 
vernor Penn  to  the  Earl  of  "Dart- 
mouth, dated  Philadelphia,  5th  Sep- 
tember, 1774. 

la  my  several  letters  of  the  Slat  May 
Md  ith  July,  I  gave  your  lordship  an  ac- 
nuntof  the  tooiper  and  dispasition  of  the 
ptople  of  America,  with  respect  to  tlie 
maral  Boston  acts  of  parUament,  and  of 
tke  measures  which  i  then  understood 
Mre  in|ended  to  be  pursued.  And  I  am 
QDv  to  ioform  yoMT  lordship,  that  deputjes 
from  the  colonies  of  Massaohusct's  Bay, 
Kev  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connec- 
tat,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Peonsyl- 
^{•ia,  the  three  lower  counties,  Maryland, 
TV|iDia,  and  South  Carolina,  have  met 
Vfappointaieot  in  this  city,  as  the  moat 
n&tral  place,  and  assembled  this  morning 
fx'the  first  time  in  general  congress,  as  it 
>  called,  to  consult  on  the  proper  means 
Jj^taining  relief  from  hardships  which 
my  suppose  to  be  entailed  on  the  colo- 
*|^  bv  those  acts  of  parliment.  It  is  faid, 
w  deputies  are  also  expected  from  the 
moies  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
WttfiqfhaveAolyetnadetheirappfiarance. 


It  IS  inmoasible  U>  say  what  the  reauk 
of  their  deliberations  may  be,  but  I  shidl 
not  fail  to  inform  your  lordship  of  them 
by  the  very  first  oipportunit^  that  offem 
aoer  they  are  koown^  I  thiak  it,  bow- 
ever,  my  indispensable  duty  to  his  M^ 
jesty  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that,  from 
the  best  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to 

S'ocure,  the  resolution  of  opposing  the 
oston  Acts,  and  the  parliamentary  power 
of  raising  taxes  in  America  for  the  piirpoae 
of  a  revenue,  is  in  a  great  measure  uni- 
versal throughout  the  colonies,  and  po8» 
sesses  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  people. 
They  persuade  themselves  there  is  a 
formed  design  to  enslave  America;  and 
though  the  Act  for  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada  does  not  immediat^y  af- 
fect the  other  provinces,  it  is  neverthe- 
less held  up  as  an  irrefragable  argument 
of  that  intention.  General,  however,  aa 
the  reaolutiOD  is  to  oppose,  there  is  great 
divecsity  of  opinions  as  to  the  proper  imMlea 
of  opposition.  Some  are  said  to  be  for 
remonstrance  alone  upon  a  state  of  griev- 
ances and  claims.  Others  are  for  a  general, 
and  others  again  for  a  partial  non-exporta- 
tion and  non-importation,  without  any  re- 
monstrance. This  perhaps  may  be  the 
source  of  divisions  wnich  will  not  be  easily 
got  over. 

Letter  from  Deputy  Governor  Penn  t^ 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Phila^ 
delphia,  Sd  October,  1774. 

My  lord ;  since  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  lordship  on  the  6th  of  last 
month,  the  congress  of  deputies  from  the 
several  colonies  have  continued  sitting  in 
this  city ;  but  as  they  have  agreed  to  keep 
all  their  proceedings  sepret,  I  have  it  not 
as  yet  in  my  power  to  transmit  to  your 
lordship  any  account  thereof,  except  what 
they  themselves  have  published  in  the 
newspapers,  which  is  comprized  in  three 
resolves.  One  of  theUi  is  a  request  to  the 
merchants  in  the  several  colonies  not  to 
send  any  orders  to  Great  Britain  for  goods^ 
and  to  direct  the  execution  of  all  orders 
already  sent  to  be  suspended,  until  the 
sense  of  the  congress  on  the  means  to  be 
taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties 
of  America  be  made  public.  The  other 
two  are  expressive  of  tneir  feelings  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  people  of  Massachuset'i 
Bay ;  their  approbation  of  a  set  of  resolves 
entered  into  by  the  delegates  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk  in  that  province,  and  tlieir  opi- 
nion that  the  contributions  from  all  the 
colonies  for  supplying  the  necessities  of 
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the  people  of  Boston,  ought  to  be  conti- 
nued  as  long  as  their  occa8ioD8>  may  re* 

a  aire.  But  as  these  resolves,  as  well  as 
lose  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  are 
inserted  at  large  in  the  public  papers, 
I  beg  leave  to  inclose  two  of  the  papers 
which  contain  them,  and  as  soon  as 
any  further  transactions  of  the .  con* 
gross  are  made  known,  I  shall  not  fail  to 
conHnunicate  them  to  yOur  lordship  by 
the  first  opportunity.    I  have,  &c. 

John  Penh. 

Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Riiladelphia,  Slst  Oc- 
tober, 1774. 

My  lord ;    I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 

3uaint  your  lordship  that  the  confess  of 
elegates  from  the  several  colonies  dis- 
solved themselves  on  the  26th  instant,  and 
have  just  published  the  principal  part  of 
their  proceedings.  I  therefore  taice  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  you 
herewith  two  printed  copies  of  them ;  and 
I  am  informed,  that,  besides  what  is  con- 
tained in  these  extracts,  they  have  framed 
a  petition  to  his  Majesty,  but  not  having 
had  the  least  connection  or  intercourse 
with  any  of  the  members  of  the  congress, 
I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  its  con- 
tents, or  with  any  other  part  of  their 
transactions  which  they  have  not  thought 
fit  to  make  public.     I  am,  &c. 

John  Penn. 

« 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  dated  Philadelphia, 
4th  November,  1774. 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  lordship's 
letter,  No.  6,  of  tlie  7th  of  September,  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  which  I  wrote  you  by 
the  packet,  and  inclosed  you  a  pamphlet 
containing  extracts  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  late  congress  of  American  deputies  of 
this  place.  Wliat  tendency  the  measures 
they  have  taken  may  have  to  compose 
the  unhappy  differences  between  the 
mother  country  and  its  colonies,  is  a 
question  which  occasions  a  variety  of  opi- 
nion. I  can  only  wish  their  transactions 
may  not  be  viewed  in  such  a  light  as  to  re- 
tard that  union  which  all  good  men 
anxiously  desire  may  be  speedily  esta- 
blished. 

Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
I^ennsylvania  to  tne  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  PhUadelphia,  6th  De- 
cember, 1774. 


My  lord ;  since  my  last  letter  dated  the 
4th  of  November,  no  public  occurrence  hai 
happened  within  my  government,  except 
that  in  pursuance  m  tlie  recommendation 
of  the  congress,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia^  and  some 
other  counties  of  this  province,  have  ap« 
pointed  committees  to  ooserve  the  conduct 
of  all  persons  within  their  respective  dis* 
tricts,  touching  the  association  entered 
into  by  the  congress,  and  to  see  that  the 
same  be  not  violated.  Whenever  any 
thing  material  occurs,  I  shall  take  care  to 
communicate  the  same  to  your  lordship 
by  the  first  opportunity.      John  Penn. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  to 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Wil- 
liamsburg, 29th  May,  1774. 

My  lord ;  the  general  assembly  of  tbis 
colony  met  here  on  the  6th  of  May  for 
dispatch  of  the  necessary  business,  and  a 
few  days  after  an  account  arrived  in  thii 
country  of  the  act  of  parliament  passed  for 
discontinuing  the  shipping  or  discharging 
goods  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  which  faai 
mduced  the  house  of  burgesses  again,  on 
this  occasion,  to  declare  what  they  are  food 
of  having  it  thought  always  originates  with 
them,  a  determined  resolution  to  deny 
and  oppose  the  authority  of  parliaraeoL 
Accordmgly  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  the 
treasurer  of  this  colony,  made  a  notioa 
for  the  order,  which  passed,  and  which  I 
herewith  transmit  to  your  lordship. 

It  was  intended  by  the  solemnity  of  a 
public  fasting  and  praying  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  receive  other  reso- 
lutions of  the  house,  the  purport  of  i^'hich 
I  am  not  informed  of,  but  from  such  a  be- 
ginning may  naturally  be  concluded  could 
tend  only  to  inflame  the  whole  couDtrVi 
and  instigate  the  people  to  acts  that  might 
rouse  the  indignation  of  the  mother  coun- 
try against  them;  in  hopes  therefore  tf 
preventing  the  progress  of  these  ill  effects 
by  the  only  means  in  my  power,  which  I 
fear  will  not  be  effectual,  I  have  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  council  dissolved 
the  assembly,  and  I  have  determined  not 
to  issue  new  writs  until  I  hear  from  your 
lordship,  and  am  informed  whether  hts 
Majesty  shall  think  it  necessary  to  gife  mc 
any  dommand  in  respect  to  this  undutiful 
part  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

1  have  heard  from  many  of  the  dissolved 
members,  and  I  hope  it  is  true,  that  the 
house  in  general  in  the  hasty  manner  the 
measure  was  proposed  and  agreed  to,  did 
not  advert  to  the  whole  fprce  of  the  wna$ 
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mviiiditbe  otder  I  transniit  is  conceived,  natural  philoso|)hy  in  this  coUege,  and  ia 
tndtiat  if  it  had,,  it  is  believed  a  strong  ,  now  the  principal  master  of  the  grammar 
cppontioD  would  have  been  made  to  it,  and  '.  school,  and  who  is  of  a  most  exeroplarj 
wobsblj  that  it  might  have  met  a  different '  ^ood  character  and  great  literary  abilities, 

^  IS  appointed  to  preach  the  sermon  on  that 

occasion:  injustice  to  which  gentleman,  I 


me.   I  am,  Ac.  Dunmorb. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  to  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Williams- 
barg,  6th  June,  1774. 

My  lord ;    since  the  dissolution  of  the 


think  it  necessary  to  let  your  lordship  know, 
that  his  name  was  made  use  of  entirely 
without  his  knowledge,  and  that  he  civiilj 
but  with  firmness  declined  being  employed 


anembly  of  Virginia,  but  before  all  the  for  such  a  purpose,  and  which  proved  no 
nembetB  of  the  house  of  burgesses  had  little  mortification  to  the  party  who  die* 
Qoitted  this  city,  there  arrived  an  express   tatedthe  measure.  I  am,  &c.  Dunmorb. 


jlipatched  from  Boston  to  the  committee 
of  correspondence  here;  as  I  learn,  has 
likewise  been  done  to  all  the  other  colo- 
ines,  to  excite  and  encourage  the  whole  to 
shot  up  the  courts  of  justice  agaiiist  all 
Eoglish  creditors,  to  join  in  a  general  as- 
Jodfttion  against  the  importing  any  British 


Extract  of  a  Lettbr  from  Lieutenant 
Governor  Bull  to  the  Earl  of  Dart* 
mouth,  dated  Charles  Town,  31st 
July,  1774. 

'    1  had  expectation  that  the  measures 
taken  by  the  parliament  relative  to  Boston 


nsnofactares,  or  even  exporting  any  of  {  would  have  had  some  happy  effect  towards 


their  own  produce  to  Great  Britain,  and 
proposing  a  congress  of  deputies  from  all 
the  colonies  forthwith. 

I  sm  really  unable  to  suggest  to  your 
lordship  to  what  lengths  the  people  of  this 
coloDj  wUl  be  induced  to  proceed,  further 
ihan  what  they  have  already  made  mani- 
fert  by  the  order  of  the  house  of  Bur- 
gesses sod  subsequent  association,  the 
copies  of  which  I  have  already  transmitted 
to  joar  lordship  ;  but  the  part  of  the  late 
l>Dige8ses  remaining  in  town  at  the  arrival 
of  the  Boston  messenger,  having  taken 
upon  themselves  to  receive  his  dispatches, 
8od  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  their 
contents,  and  then  to  summon  the  inhabi- 
tants all  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  to 
appear  at  an  hour  they  choose  to  appoint, 
>nd  to  propose  to  them  to  agree  to  all 
fttte  violent  measures  above  mentioned, 
which  that  they  may  be  more  solemnly  en- 
tered into  and  more  generally  adopted, 
^y  have  deferred  the  execution  of  to  a 
w&er  consideration  on  the  1st  of  August 
Mzt,  when  all  the  members  that  composed 
"c  late  house  of  burgesses  are  required 
to  attend;  these  circumstances  give  too 
ttach  cause  to  apprehend,  that  the  pru- 
dent views,  and  the  regard  to  justice  and 
equity,  as  well  as  loyalty  and  affection, 
which  is  publicly  declared  by  many  of 
^e&milies  of  distinction  here,  will  avail 
^  against  the  turbulence  and  prejudice 
wich  prevails  throughout  the  country  ;  it 
»,  however,  at  present  quiet. 

In  Uie  order  of  the  house  of  burgesses 
*hich  I  before  transmitted,  your  lordship 
^.  observe,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gwatkin, 

^owas  the  professor  of  mathematics  and 


composing  the  disturbances  in  this  pro- 
vince which  seemed  to  have  subsided  a 
little  last  winter,  but  it  has  taken  a  con- 
trary turn.  Their  own  apprehensions  and 
thoughts,  confirmed  by  the  resolutions 
and  correspondence  from  other  colonies, 
have  raised  an  universal  spirit' of  jealousy 
against  Great  Britain,  and  of  unanimity 
towards  each  other ;  I  say  universal  mj 
lord,  for  few  who  think  otherwise  are  hardy 
enough  to  avow  it  publicly. 

The  general  claim  is,  exemption  from 
taxation,  but  by  their  own  representatives 
as  co-essential  with  the  British,  their  own 
constitution.  Some  who  do  not  enter  so 
deep  into  principles,  are  alarmed  at  the 
consequence  of  a  ready  acquiescence  under 
iaxation  by  the  parhaipent,  as  they  appre« 
hend  tliat  then  all  the  variety  of  ways  and 
means  of  raising  money  in  Great  Britain 
will  be  soon  put  in  practice  here,  and  ap- 
plied to  purposes  not  merely  American. 

Such  arguments  as  the  last  are  easily 
understood  and  felt  by  every  man,  and 
catches  like  wild-fire  among  the  multitude. 
They  are  deaf  to  the  argument  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  though  obvious 
to  a  man  of  consideration,  that  in  every 
empire  an  absolute  power  must  necessa- 
rily be  lodged  somewhere,  ov.er  all  the 
parts  and  members  thereof,  which  in  Great 
Britain  is  in  the  king  and  his  parliament. 
But  liberty  or  slavery  in  their  greatest  la- 
titude, is  the  alternative  generally  held 
forth  in  their  popular  meetings,  for  little 
attention  or  patience  is  shewn  to  those  who 
attempt  to  state  things  in  a  different  light. 

Your  lordship  has  doubtless  been  in- 
formed of  the  proposal  from  Boston^  that 
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there  should  be  a  cot^rets  of  conmittoef 
from  every  proviDce,  to  consider  of  vbat 
was  proper  to  be  done  by  them -in  this 
crisis.  Accordingly  09  the  6th  instant  a 
great  concourse  of  people  assembled  in 
Charles  Town,  in  order  to  choose  a  com- 
mittee  of  five  men  for  South  Carolina.  I 
inclose  Timothy's  Gazette^  which  pub* 
lishes  the  result  thereof. 

I  beg  your  lordship's  permission  to  ob- 
aerve,  and  1  do  it  with  great  concern^  that 
.this  spirit  of  opposition  to  taxation  and  its 
coosequencesy  is  so  violent  and  so  uni* 
Tergal  throughout  America,  that  I  am  ap- 
prehensive it  will  not  be  soon  or  easily 
appeased.  The  general  voice  speaks  dis- 
content, and  sometimes  in  a  tone  of  de- 
apair,  as  determined  to-  stop  all  exports 
to,  andJroports  from  Great  Britain,  aod 
even  to  silence  the  courts  of  law*  foresee*- 
ing,  but  regardless  of  the  ruin  that  must 
attend  themselves  in  that  case;  content 
to  change  a  comfortable  for  a  parsimoni^ 
ous  life,  to  be  satisfied  with  ihe  few  wants 
of  nature,  if  by  their  sufferings  they  oan 
bring  Great  Britain  to  feeJ. 

This  is  the  language  of  the  mosl  vio- 
lent, others  think  it  is  going  too  far ;  and 
the  most  violent  too  often  prevail  over  the 
knoderate.  When  men  shall  in  general 
lay  aside  the  hopes  of  getting  riches,  and 
abandon  the  employment  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  mechanic  labour,  what 
turn  their  leisure  time  under  such  circum* 
stances  may  take,  I  submit  to  your  lord- 
ship's knowledge  of  history,  and  of  the 
human  mind.  Such  sudden  and  great 
changes  in  the  manners  of  an  ex.tei»ded 
thriving  people,  among  whom  th^  gazettes 
are  filled  with  such  variety  of  articles  for 
luxurv,  is  scarce  credible,  though  possi- 
ble ;  but  the  continuance  of  it  is  very  im- 
probable. The  first  aqcount  of  the  result 
of  the  congress  at  Philadelj|>hia,  j^ay 
reach  your  lordship  the  beginnu^  of  No- 
vember. I  think  U  my  duty  to  make  this 
true  and  faithful  representation  of  the  dis- 

Sosition  and  temper  of  the  people,  how 
isagreeahle  it  may  however  appear,  and  to 
connde  in  the  royid  wisdom  for  the  remedy. 
Captain  Maitland,  who  on  the  ISth  in- 
stant nad  broMght  in  several  chests  of  tea 
for  merchants  in  this  town,  which  he  had 
promised  the  general  committee,  as  it  is 
called,  to  destroy  or  carry  back,  and  taken 
in  his  load  of  rice  in  the  mean  tipoe,  gave 
great  offence  to  the  committee  and  the 
peo|rfe,  as  the  tea  was  that  day  landed  by 
the  custom-house- officers^  and  Ip^S^d  in 
Iha  King's  |tore*hoi4se« 


Papm  ndaHtfg  ioiis  |;14< 

Several  hnndred  man  went  wi|h  grefi 
threats  in  quest  of  him  in  the  eveninj^,  bii 
as  they  entered  his  ship  on  one  side,  i^ 
went  off  from  the  other,  and  took  aheltcj 
on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Glasgow,  ttiei 
in  Rebellion  Road,  and  next  morning;  bi 
ship  was  removed  from  the  wharf  by  osp 
tain  Maltby's  assistance.  Another  paroe 
of  tea  since  arrived,  by  consent  of  ihi 
committee,  is  lodged  in  the  King's  aaarei 
in  the  same  predicament.  Although  cqd 
tain<Maitland  sails  first,  yet  as  his  ship  jv 
heavy  laden,  I  think  my  account  of  tbeai 
matten  will  reach  your  lordship  «foi^T*fpf| 
by  the  packet,  &c. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  firom 

^vemor  Bull  to  the  Eari  of  Dartmeurfa, 
dated  Charles  Town,  Srd   August, 

1774. 

It  having  been  expected  that  I  ^HonM 
prorogue  me  general  assembly  yesterdajr 
at  the   usual  time,  about  ten  or  elevea 
o'clock ;  the  assembly  privately  aodpujic^ 
tuaUy  met  at  eight  o'dock  in  the  mom^ 
ing,  and  made  a  house,  which  was  verj 
uncommon.    They  had  not  been  aasena- 
bled  iive  minutes  before  I  was  apprized  of 
it.    I  immediately  went  to  ^  council 
chamber  in  order  to  prorogue  them,  and 
waited  a'  few  minutes  for  one  or  tjro  of 
the  council  to  be  present.    As  soon  as  I 
sent  for  the  assembly  they  attended,  and 
I  prorogued  them  to  the  6tb  of  Septem- 
ber.  'But   their   business   fa^yiog    been 
ready  prepared,  in  which  they  were   all 
previously  agreed,  it  required  only  a  few 
minutes  to  pass  through  the  forms  of  the 
house.      They  came  to  two  resolutions, 
one  approving  and  confirming  the  elecfion 
of  the  five  persons,  chosen  on  the  6ith  Cjf 
last  month,  to  assist  at  the  congress  from 
the  several  provinces ;  and  the  other,  that 
thay    would  provide  for  the  expence  of 
their   voyage.    I    returned    to  my  own 
house  again  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
past  eight.    Your  lordship  will  see  by  thi^ 
m&tance,  with  what  persev^aoce,  secrecy, 
and   unanimity,   they  form  and  conduct 
their  designs ;   how  obedient  the  body  ia 
to  the  heads,  and  how  faithful  in  tneir 
secrets. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Go- 
vernor Bull  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  Charles  Town,  Sooth  Carolina, 
November  2Srd,  1774. 

Without  giving  your  lordship  the  trou- 
ble of  another  letter  upon  the  result  of 
the  late  congress  at  Philadelphia,  which 
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hMai  bttli  loAg  since  t^ched  your 
larWp's  handk ;  1  beg  leavii  only  td  add'» 
Alt.  the  disjporition  <h  thi^  proyince»  in 
tbdr  politieal  discontents,  retnath  the 
one;  thai  the  people  of  the  province 
are,  in  the  begianing  of  next  January, 
anin  to  choose  deputies  to  repair  to  the 
Philadelphia  congress  by  the  10th  of  May; 
and  that  I  have  rarther  prorogued  the  ge- 
aend  anembly  to  the  24th  of  January, 
before  which  time  we  exj^ect  to  receive 
aomeiccoattts  of  the  measures  that  shall 
he  adopted  by  the  i^ew  parliament  rela- 
llre  to  American  afl^drs. 

Eitract  of  a  Letter  from   Sir  James^ 
Wright  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth/ 
dated  Savannah,   in  Georgia,   25th 
July,  1774. 

Our  neighbours  in  Carolina  are  in  great 
ttath  about  the  acts  of  parliament  which 
live  been  passed  relative  to  the  Ma8sa<- 
dimet's  wtj  ^vemment,  and  have  come 
toaome'very  mdecent  resolutions,  to  call 
tbem  DO  worse ;  and,  according  to  cus- 
tas,  have  been  ^erj  busy  in  sending 
band-Mils,  letters,  and  public  invitations, 
Ac  ^  to  stir  ufk  the  people  here  to  con- 
ctir  widi  them,  and  follow  their  example, 
aad  a-  meeting  is  to  be  on  Wednesday 
Mxt  There  are,  my  lord,  here,  as  Well 
aa  erery  where  else,  malecontents  and 
^WcDt  liberty  people,  and  I  will  not  an- 
ther for  their  conduct,  whether  it  may 
Bet  be  tiDgrateful  and  improper ;  but  as 
W»  as  they  have  come  to  any  resolutions 
ar  deterarinations,  I  ^all  not  feil  to  ac- 
9^t  your  lordship  therewith. 

E*t*»ct  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  James 
Wright,  Bart,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Georgia,  13th  August, 

1774. 

I  tatt  sorry  to  acquaint  your  lordship 
™^e  have  been  two  meetings  of  the 
®cny  foHcs  here,  and  some  resolutions 
*ttc  drawn  op  yesterday,  but  not  yet 
pablMied;  the  particulars  of  which,  and 
«»de  of  conduct,  I  shall  ftilly  transttiit  to 
fwr  lordship  as  soon  as  may  be. 

^^^f^ct  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wright  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  Savannali,  in  Georgia,  24th 
August,  1774. 

In  mine  of  July  25th,  No.  23,  and 
2Jwt  13th,  No.  24,  I  acquainted  your 
*wwip  that  I  should  give  you  a  full  ac- 
^JofAe  conduct  and  proceedings  of 
"cubwty  people  hoiOi  «i  loon  as  I  knew 
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Ibr  certain  what  they  did  or  meant  to  do; 
and  I  mentioned  that  some  papers  wera 
preparing,  bv  which  I  bdieved  it  would 
appear  that  these  resolutions  were  not  tha 
voice  of  the  people,  but  unfairly  and  inso« 
lently  made  by  a  junto  of  a  very  few  only, 
but  which  papers  are  not  yet  completed. 
Every  thitag,  my  lord,  was  done  that  could 
be  thought  of  to  frustrate  their  attempt, 
but  this  did  not  totally  prevent  it.  1  hava 
been  informed  of  another  summons  and 
meetitig  to  be  in  Stw  John^s  parish,  on  tha 
30th  instant;  and,  my  lord,  as  long  aa 
these  kind  of  summonses  and  meetings 
are  sufer«d,  a  private  man  take  upon  him 
to- summons  a  whole  province,  to  consult 
upon  and  redress  public  grievances,  I  ap- 
prehend there  will  be  nothing  but  cabala 
and  combinations,  aAd'  the  peace  of  tfaa 
province,  and  minds  of  the  people  conti« 
nually  heated,  disturbed,  and  distracted* 
And  the  proclamation.  I  issued  against 
them  is  termed  *  arbitrary  and  oppressive^ 
and  an  attempt  to  debar  them  or  their  na- 
tural and  lawKil  rights  and  privileges/  la 
diort,  my  lord,  if  these  calls  and  meetings 
are  considered  as  illegal  and  improper,  it 
will  require  the  interposition  of  higher  au- 
thority to  remedy  the  evil,  for  the  execu- 
tive powers  of  government  in  the  coloniet 
are  too  weak  to  rectify  such  abuses,  and 
prosecutions  would  only  be  laughed  at, 
and  DO  grand  jury  would  find  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment, and  the  persons  ordering  and 
carrying  tfiem  on  probably  insulted  and 
abused.  ' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Jamea 
WHght,  Bart,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
month,  dated  Savannah,  13th  Octo- 
ber, 1774. 

My  lord ;  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  of 
August,  1  mentioned  that  some  protests 
and  dissents  were  preparing  in  aifierent 
parts  of  the  province,  which  were  not  then 
completed.  These  were  not  sent  to  town 
till  lately,  and  only  published  in  yester- 
day's paper,  and  which'  I  now  inclose; 
they  have  been  wrote  by  the  people,  them- 
selves, just  in  their  own  way,  as  your 
lordship  will  see  by  the  stile.  However, 
they  certainly  shew  that  the  sense  of  the 
people  in  this  province  is  against  any  re- 
solutions, and  that  those  attempted  by  a 
few  in  Savannah  are  held  in  contempt. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
l^artin  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  Newbum,  Nor(b  Carolinai^  1st 
Septemberi  n74« 
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Yoar  lordship  will  not,  I  dare  sa^,  be 
wirprized  to  hear  that  the  people  of  this 
colony  have  followed  the  example  of  the 
rest  of  the  contment,  in  caballing  and 
forming  resolutions  upon  the  late  mea- 
sures of  ffovemment,  with  regard  to  the 
divisions  m  the  colony  of  the  Massachus- 
fet's  Bay.  The  readiness  with  which  the 
intemperate  declarations  of  the  Virginia 
assembly  were  adopted  add  re-echoed 
here,  will  have  shewn  your  lordship  that 
this  people  are  but  of  too  congenial  dispo- 
sition. What  system  the  other  continen- 
tal assemblies  have  formed  by  their  com- 
mittees of  correspondence,  which  your 
lordship  must  know  have  been  appointed, 
I  cannot  tell,  having  never  understood  that 
their  proceedings  have  transpired  more 
than  those  of  the  committee  here,  of 
which  nothing  appears  upon  the  assem- 
bly's journal,  but  the  resolves  entered  into 
on  the  £rst  establishment  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  that  letters  had  been  received 
from  the  committees  in  the  other  colonies, 
the  contents  of  which  are  held  secret. 
Whatever  measures  may  have  been  taken, 
the  combination  is  assuredly  at  least  inde- 
cent and  inglorious^ 

The  first  intimation  that  I  received,  ex- 
cept from  vaffue  rumour,  of  the  measures 
lately  taken  here,  was  from  the  inclosed 
letter  of  a  committee  at  Wilmington,  to 
the  freeholders  of  Craven  county,  where 
my  residence  is  fixed*  Whereupon  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  council  to  be  sum- 
moned, that  I  might  advise  with  them  on 
the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  to  dis- 
courage and  prevent  such  unlawful  and 
indecent  proceedings.  Your  lordship  will 
see,  by  tne  minutes  of  that  board,  here- 
with transmitted,  that  on  the  12th  of  last 
month  I  laid  the  letter  before  them,  and 
that  I  issued,  with  their  advice,  a  procla- 
mation, the  next  day ;  apprehending  how- 
ever, that  under  the  total  inability  of  go- 
vernment to  enforce  even  what  common 
decorum  required,  the  proposed  meeting 
of  deputies  at  Newbum,  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, that  was  ultimately  agreed  to 
be  the  place  of  rendezvous,  would  be  ac- 
cordingly held,  and  considering  it  would 
be  my  duty  to  be  at  hand,  to  discourage 
their  proceedings  as  much  as  lay  in  my 
power,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  cir- 
cumstances should  require  for  the  main- 
tenance of  order  and  government,  1  re- 
solved there  to  wait  until  the  time  of  meet- 
ing was  past,  although  the  very  impaired 
state  of  my  health  made  it  highly  expe- 
dient to  remove^  at  that  season,  from  so 


unwholsome  a  situation,  whence,  at  the 
very  time,  I  was  compelled  to  send  my  fa- 
mily.to  New  York,  as  the  only  chance  ci 
preserving  it  from  destruction. 

Lettir  from  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart  to 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Sa< 
vannah  in  Georgia,  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, 1774. 

My  lord ;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint 
your  lordship,  that  since  the  Carolina  de- 
puties  have  returned  from  the  continental 
congress,  as  they  call  it,  every  means  pos- 
sible have  been  used  to  raise  a  flame  again 
in  this  province.    Those  people,  it  is  said, 
solemnly  undertook    that    this  province 
should  accede  to  the  resolves  of  tnat  con- 
gress, and  we  have  been  in  hot  water  ever 
since,  and  I  suppose,  the  sons  of  liberty 
here,  stimulated  by  the  Carolinians,  will 
take  upon  them  to  pass  resolves  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  province.    1  shall  en- 
deavour as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  it, 
but  the  sanction  given  to  rebellion  by  the 
resolves  and  proceeding  of  that  congress, 
has  greatly  encouraged  the  spirit  of  poli- 
tical enthusiasm,  which  many  were  pos- 
sessed of  before,  and  raised  it  to  suco  s 
height  of  phren^y,  that  iGrod  knows  what 
the  consequences  may  be,  or  what  man, 
or  whose  property  may  escape  their  re- 
sentment ;  ^e  only  consolation  I  have, 
my  lord,  is,  that  things  cannot  continue 
long  in  this  state,  and  Inust  corns  to  a 
point  soon :  indeed  I  hope  some  determi- 
nation is  come  to  already,  or  will,  before 
the  parliament  rises  for  the  holidays.   I 
have,  &c.  J.  Wright. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Go- 
vernor Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  Boston,  the  26tb  of 
December,  1774. 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  lord- 
ship by  the  opportunity  of  col.  Frescot  of 
the  English  Fuziieeni,  who  sailed  out  of 
this  harbour  in  a  transport  on  the  l6th 
instant,  since  which  time  we  have  received 
accounts  of  an  attack  made  by  a  number 
of  people  in  New  Hampshire,  on  his  Ma- 
jerty's  fort  William  and  Mary  in  Piwa- 
taqua  harbour.  There  has  been  diflerenj 
reports  concerning  the  transaction,  bat  i 
transmit  your  lordShip  copies  and  extract! 
of  letters  that  I  have  received  from  go* 
vernor  Wentworth  upon  the  subject  A 
frigate  and  sloop  of  war  are  now  in  that 
harbour,  and  we  have  received  .no  ac- 
counts of  further  disturbance  since  v^J 
arrived. 
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Hits  cimgress  we  have  heard  had  pri- 
vately appointed  a  eommissary  to  provide 
mfliury  stores;  and  news  is  just  come 
from  Worcester  in  this  province,  that  he 
or  big  deputies  are  providing  a  stock  of 
pro?isioDs  at  that  place. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
worth  to  Governor  Gage,  dated  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  14th  De- 
cember, ITT*. 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  receive  your 
excellency's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  with 
the  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
wbich  were  both  delivered  to  me  on 
Mooday  evening  last  by  Mr.  Whiting.  It 
i&  with  the  utmost  concern  I  am  called 
open  by  my  duty  to  the  King,  to  commu- 
sicate  to  your  excellency  a  most  unhappy 
affiiir  perpetrated  here  this  day. 

Yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  Paul  Revere 
arrived  in  this  town,  express  from  a  com- 
mittee in  Boston  to  another  committee  in 
this  town,  and  delivered  his  dispatch  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Cutts,  a.  merchant  of  this 
tovn,  who  immediately  convened  the  com- 
mittee of  which  he  is  one,  and,  as  I  learn, 
Iftid  it  before  them.  This  day  about  noon, 
before  aoy  suspicions  could  be  had  of  their 
loteDtions,  about  four  hundred  men  were 
collected  together,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  his  Majesty's  castle,  William 
and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbour, 
ttid  forcibly  took  possession  thereof;  not- 
withstanding the  best  defence  that  could 
be  made  by  captain  Cochran  (whose  con- 
duct has  been  extremely  laudable,  as  your 
excellency  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letter 
from  him)  and  by  violence  carried  away 
iq)wards  of  100  barrels  of  powder  belong- 
ing to  the  King,  depositeu  in  the  castle* 
I  am  informed  that  expresses  have  been 
circulated  through  the  neighbouring  towns, 
to  collect  a  number  of  people  to-morrow, 
or  as  soon  as  possible,  to  carry  away  all  the 
caoQon  and  arms  belonging  to  the  castle, 
vhich  they  will  undoubtedly  effect,  unless 
Mme  assistance  should  arrive  from  Boston 
IB  time  to  prevent  it.  This  event  too 
plainly  j^ves  the  imbecility  of  this  go- 
y^m^t  to  carry  into  execution  his  Ma- 
H^y'a  order  in  council,  for  seizing  and 
detaining  arms  and  ammunition  imported 
'(^  this  province,  without  some  strong 
Aips  of  war  in  this  harbour :  neither  is 
^  province  or  custom-house-treasury  in 
>7  degree  safe,  if  it  should  come  into  the 

™d  of  the  popular  leaders  to  seize  upon 
uem. 

The  principal  penons  whp  took  the 
lVOL.XVIil.] 


lead  in  this  enormity  are  well  known. 
Upon  the  best  information  I  can  obtain, 
this  mbchief  originates  from  the  publish- 
ing; the  secretary  of  state's  letter,  and  the 
Kmg's  order  in  council  at  Rhode  Island, 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military 
stores  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  colony  in  consequence  of 
it,  which  have  been  published  here  by  the 
forementioned  Mr.  Revere  and  the  dis* 
patch  brought,  before  which  all  was  per- 
fectly quiet  and  peaceable  here.  I  am, 
&c  J.  Wentworth* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochran, 
Commander  of  Fort  William  and 
Mary,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  Go- 
vernor Wentworth,  dated  the  14th  of 
December,  1774*  ^ 

May  it  please  your  excellency;  I  re- 
ceived your  excellency's  favour  of  yes- 
terday, and  in  obedience  therein  kept  a 
strict  watch  all  night,  and  added  two  men 
to  my  usual  number,  being  all  I  could  get. 
Nothing  material  occurred  till  this  day  one 
o'clock,  when  I  was  informed,  there  was  a 
number  of  people  coming  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  the  fort,  upon  which,  having  only 
five  effective  men  with  me,  I  prepared  to 
make  the  best  defence  I  could,  ana  pointed 
some  guns  to  those  places  where  I  ex- 
pected they  would  enter.  About  three 
o'clock  the  fort  was  beset  on  all  sides  by 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men.  I  told 
them,  on  their  peril  not  to  enter :  they  re- 
plied they  would.  I  immediately  ordered 
three  four  pounders  to  be  fired  on  them, 
and  then  the  small  arms,  and  before  we 
could  be  ready  to  fire  again,  we  were 
stormed  on  all  quarters,  and  they  imme- 
diately secured  both  me  and  my  men,  and 
kept  us  prisoners  about  one  hour  and  a 
half,  during  which  time  they  broke  open 
the  powder*hou8e,  and  took  dl  the  powder 
away  except  one  barrel,  and  having  put  it 
into  boats,  and  sent  it  o^  they  released 
me  from  my  confinement.  To  which  can 
only  add,  that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  de- 
fend the  fort,  but  all  my  enorts  could  not 
avail  against  so  great  a  number.  I  am, 
&c.  John  Cochrak. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wentworth  to  Governor  Gage,  dated 
Portsmouth,    New  Hampshire,    the 

16th  December,  1774?. 

« 

On  Wednesday  last,  after  12  o'clock, 
an  insurrection  suddenly  took  place  in  this 
town,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  his 
Majesty's  ciiUe^  attackedi^.  overpowered^ 
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wounded  and  confined  the  captain,  and 
thence  took  away  all  the  King's  powder. 
Yesterday  numbers  more  assembled^  and 
last  night  brought  off  many  cannons,  &c. 
end  about  sixty  muskets.  This  day  tlie 
town  is  full  of  armed  men  who  refuse  to 
disperse,  but  appear  determined  to  com- 
plete the  dismantling  the  fortress  entirely. 
Hitherto  the  people  abstain  from  private 
or  personal  injuries  ;  how  long  they  will 
be  so  prevailed  on,  it  ts  impossible  to  say. 
*— I  must  sincerely  lament  the  present  dis- 
tractions, which  seem  to  have  burst  forth 
by  means  of  a  letter  from  William  Cooper 
to  Samuel  Cutts,  delivered  here  on  Tues- 
day last  p.  M.  by  Paul  Revere.  I  have 
Dot  time  to  add  further  oq  this  melancholy 
subject. 

F.  S.'  The  populace  threaten  to  abuse 
colonel  Fenton,  because  he  has  to  them 
declared  the  folly  of  their  conduct,  and 
that  he  will- do  his  duty  as  a  justice  in  exe- 
cuting the  laws.  They  will  never  prevail 
on  him  to  retract,  if  all  the  men  in  the 
province  attack  him.  If  I  had  had  200 
such  men,  the  castle  and  all  therein  would 
vet  have  been  safe.  At  this  moment  the 
heavy  cannon  are  not  carried  off,  but  how 
aoon  they  may  be,  I  cannot  say. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant 

Governor   Golden,  to    the  Earl  of 

Dartmouth,  dated  New   York,  4th 
January  1775. 

My  lord ;  the  measures  pursued,  as  well 
by  the  southern  as  eastern  provinces,  put 
tile  moderate  and  peaceable  disposition 
which  prevails  among  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  province,  daily  to  the  trial. 
Enthusiasm  is  ever  contagious,  and  when 
propagated  by  every  artifice,  becomes 
almost  irresistible.     The  assembly  of  this 

J>rovince,  as  I  formerly  informed  your 
ordship,  are  to  meet  next  Tuesday.  If  I 
find  that  there  will  not  be  a  majority  for 
prudent  measures,  I  shall  incline  to  pro- 
rogue them  for  a  short  time,  that  the  plan 
of  the  new  parliament  may  be  known 
here,  before  the  assembly  do  any  thing. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  room  to  fear, 
that  if  the  assembly  do  ^ot  meet,  an  at- 
tempt will  be  made  to  convene  a  provincial 
congress,  in  imitation  of  our  neighbours, 
.which  may  be  of  worse  consequence.  I 
propose  to  take  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
council  to-morrow,  upon  the  interesting 
and  important  situation  of  aifairs.  When 
all  depends  upon  the  humour  of  the  popu- 
lace, one  can  oply,  my  lord,  form  very  on- 
<rertaitk  ^conjeetures  of  luture  measures. 
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I  can  only  aay,  with  oertamCy,  tiiat  ^bere- 
is  still  a  good  majority  of  the  bmmI  respec- 
table people  in  this  place,  wlio  prooaote 
peace,  and  discouDteuance  violence. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Eaii 
of  Dartmouth,  dated  PhiiadelphiSy 
31st  December,  1774. 

I  am  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  since 
my  last,  the  assembly  of  this  province 
h«ve  met,  agreeable  to  their  adjourn- 
ment, and  have,  to  my  great  surprise, 
unanimousty  approved  the  transactions  ef 
the  late  congress,  and  appointed  deputies 
to  attend  another,  proposed  to  be  h^d  at 
this  city  in  May  next,  as  you  wifl  perceive 
by  the  printed  votes,  which  I  inclose  for 
your  lordship's  fuller  inlbrmation. — There 
seems  to  be  too  general  a  dispositioa 
every  where  io  adhere  strictly  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  congress,  and  the  com- 
mittees  for  this  city  and  the  adjaceet  dis- 
tricts, have  already  taken  upoa  tbena  to 
regulate  the  dispositioa  of  all  Brkisli 
goods  imported  since  the  Ist  Deoeraber* 
They  put  up  at  public  auctioii,  in  lots,  and 
I  am  informed  it  is  so  managed  that  they 
are  struck  off  to  the  owners  at  ao  advance 
of  one  per  cent,  above  tlieir  first  costs  and 
charges,  which,  according  to  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  congress,  is  to  fee  ap- 
plied to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Boston. 

The  Clerk  having  read  the  Tidee  of 
the  above  Papers, 

Mr.  Burke  observ^,  there  were  no 
letters  from  Maryland,  and  desired  the 
noble  lord  would  inform  the  House  whe- 
ther any  had  been  received ;  or  whether 
they  were  kept  back  for  political  reasons  ; 
and  whether  these  papers  contained  aR 
the  intelligence  the  ministers  had  re- 
ceived from  America. 

Lord  Nortli  replied,  that  he  had  brought 
the  papers,  but  had  not  examined  Chm  • 
neither  did  he  know  whether  there  were 
any  letters  from  Maryiend  or  not ;  that  if 
there  were  any,  they  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  As  to  the  papere  con* 
taining  aH  the  intelligenoe  tiroDi  Ame- 
rica, he  would  not  undertake  to  say  they 
did,  as  those  he  had  broiight  i^ere  ex* 
tracts,  containing  ondv  the  facts  in  the  ori- 
ginal letters;  that  the  authors'  opinions 
wefe  not  mentioned,  it  hawing  been  fi«* 
quently  found,  that  the  private  opiniMkS  of 
people  in  office  being  made  public,  had 
been  attended  with  bad  consequencesi 
therefore  his  Majesly^s  servants  hfiid  deter* 
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maed,  for  the  future,  never  to  mention 
the  private  opinion  of  any  person. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  that  in  some  cases  it 
migbt  be  proper  to  keep  secret  the  private 

2iDioD  of  a  person ;  yet,  in  so  critical  and 
Ermiog  afikir  as  that  of  America,  the 
opiaioD  of  a  man  io  power,  on  the  spot, 
jBost  be  of  great  service ;  he  therefore  was 
of  opiniooy  that  the  whole  of  the  informa- 
tkm  received  from  America  ought  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  and  not  extracts  of 
particttlar  letters,  tuch  as  suited  the  mi« 
siller's  purpose. 

Lord  North  moved,  that  the  said  papers 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  26th. 

Lord  CJuithatn^s  Motion  to  toithdratu  the 
Troops  from  Boston*']  Jan.  20.  Lord 
Dftitmouth  presented,  by  his  Majesty's 
comniaod,  the  Papers  relating  to  the  Dis- 
turimnces  in  North  .America.  AiWr 
vbicb. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  rose.*  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  outlines  of  the  noble  lord's 
Speech: 

*  The  folio wiDg  Report  of  lord  Cbalhani's 
celebrated  Speech  upon  this  occasion  wag 
taken  by  llr.  Hugh  Boyd,  and  published 
bj  biiB  in  the  year  1779  in  a  pamphlet, 
iaUtled,  *<  Geoaine  Abotracti  of  Two 
"  iipeeebes  vf  the  lata  Earl  of  Cbathain, 
**  wilb  a  Preface  and  Nolet."  See  Mis* 
eeHaneona  Works  of  Hugh  Boyd,  vol.  1, 
pp.  196,  S15,  255. 

^Eart  of  Chatham,  afler  stronfrly  con* 
^ning  the  dilatoriness  of  Administration,  &c. 
proeeedisd  as  follows : 

^^-*"  But  as  I  bare  not  the  honour  of  ac- 
ttn  to  bis  Majesty,  I  will  endea? our  to  trans- 
mit to  him,  through  the  constitutional  channel 
of  ibis  House,  my  ideas  of  America,  to  rescue 
biffl  from  the  misadvice  of  his  present  minis- 
ten.  1  conj^ratulate  your  lordships,  that  the 
Iwuioess  is  at  last  entered  upon  by  the  noble 
lord'i.layiDg  the  papers  before  you.  As  1  sup- 
P«e  yoar  lordships  too  welt  apprized  of  their 
cooteou,  I  hope  1  am  not  premature,  in  sub- 
BKttiag  to  you  my  present  motion  : 

**  *  That  an  bumnle  Address  be  ((resented  to 
bisBlajesCy,  humbly  to  desire  and  beseech  his 
Mtjesty,  that  in  order  to  open  the  way  towards  a 
OH»py  settlement  of  the  dangerous  troubles  in 
Aaierica,  by  beginning  to  allay  ferments  and 
ioftea  animosities  there;  And  above  all,  for 

E eating  in  the  mean  time  any  sudden  and 
I  catastrophe  at  Boston,  now  suffering  uA- 
Mr  tbe  daily  irritation  of  an  army  before  their 
*7c>i  po^ed  in  their  town ;  it  may  graciously 
^ie  his  Majesty  that  immediate  orders  be 
.  ttched  to  general  Gage,  for  removing  his 
'^ieity'8  forces  from  the  town  of  Boston^  as 
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^  His  lordship  began  with  censuring  an 
eight  weeks  delay  of  communicating  these 
papers,  and  the  continuance  of  rainistera 
to  delude  this  country,  with  misrepresen- 
tations of  the  state  of  the  colonies.  He 
shewed,  tfiat  the  sudden  dissolution  of 
parliament  was  upon  that  principle,  of  de- 
ceiving the  people  of  England  ;  every 
borough  in  the  kingdom  labouring  under 
the  old  delusion. 

There  were,  he  said,  two  things  which  mi- 
nistry laboured  to  deceive  the  people  in,  and 
bad  persuaded  them  to;  first,  that  it  waa 
an  affair  of  Boston  only,  and  that  the  very 
appearance  of  one  single  regiment  there, 
would  quiet  every  thing. 

He  had  foretold  the  falsehood  of  both  ; 
he  was  conversant  with  that  country 
more^more  years  than  perhaps  any  man ; 
he  knew  the  cause  of  Boston  would  be 
made  the  cause  of  America ;  he  knew  the 
mDde  of  the  military  would  not  be  ef- 
fectual. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  against  Bos- 
ton, was  a  proscription  of  a  people,  un- 
heard;— unneard  in  any  court,  either  Jn 


soon  as  the  rigour  of  the  season,  and  other 
circumstauces  indispensable  to  tbe  safely  and 
acGonimodution  of  the  said  troops,  may  rendec 
the  same  practicable.'  t 

'*  I  wish,  my  lords,  not  to  lose  a  day  in  this 
urgent,  pressing  crisis;  an  hour  now  lost  iu 
allaying  ferments  in  America,  may  produce 
years  of  calamity  :  for  my  own  part,  1  will  not 
desert,  for  a  moment,  the  conduct  of  this 
weighty  business,  from  the  first  to  the  last ; 
unless  nailed  to  ray  bed  by  the  extremity  of 
sickness,  1  will  give  it  unremitted  atleniiou  ;  I 
will  knock  at  the  door  of  this  slee|»ing  and  con* 
founded  ministry,  and  will  rouse  them  to  a 
sense  of  their  important  danger. 

**  When  1  state  the  importance  of  the  colo- 
nies to  this  country,  and  the  magnitude  of 
danger  hanging  over  this  country,  from  the 
present  plan  of  mis-ad  ministration  practised 
against  tnem,  f  desire  not  to  be  understoo<l  to 
argue  for  a  reciprocity  of  indul((ence  between 
England  and  America.  I  contend  npt  for  in-* 
dulgence,  but  justioe  to  America;  and  J  shall 
ever  contend,  that  the  Americans  justly  owe 
obedience  to  us  in  a  limited  degree — they  owe 
obedience  to  our  ordinances  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation ;  but  let  the  line  be  skilfully  drawn  be- 
tween the  objects  of  those  ordMiances,  and  their 
private,  internal  property  ;  let  the  sacredness  / 
of  their  property  remain  inviolate ;  let  it  be 
taxable  only  by  their  own  consent,  given  in 
their  provincial  assemblies,  else  it  will  ceane  to 
be  property.  As  to  the  metaj'hysical  n  Hne- 
ments,  attempting  to  shew  that  the  Americana 
are  equally  free  from  obedience  and  commer- 
cial reatraiotSi  as  from  iaxaliou  for  reveuue,  as 
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the  commoQ  courts  of  justice,  or  the 
higher,  of  parliament^  in  both  of  which, 
evidence  of  facts  are  stated  in  proof  of 
criminality ;  but  the  Americans  were  de- 
nied to  be  heard :  the  people  of  America 
condemned,  and  not  heardi  have  a  right  to 
resist. 

bein^  unrepresented  here,  1  pronounce  them 
futile,  frivolous,  and  groundless. 

**  When  I  ur|(e  this  measure  of  recalling  the 
troops  from  Boston,  I  ur^je  it  on  this  pressing 
principle,  thst  it  is  necessarily  preparator3r  to 
the  restoration  of  your  peace,  and  the  eslablisb- 
ment  of  your  prosperity.  It  will  then  appear 
that  you  are  disposed  to  treat  amicably  and 
equitably ;  and  to  consider,  revise,  and  repeal, 
if  it  should  be  found  necessary,  as  I  affirm  it 
wilt,  those  violent  acts  and  declarations  which 
have  disseminated  confusion  throughout  your 
empire. 

**  Resistance  to  your  acts  was  necessary  as 
it  was  just ;  and  your  vain  declarations  of  the 
omnipotence  of  parliament,  and  your  imperious 
doctnoes  of  the  necessity  of  submission,  will 
be  found  equally  impotent  to  convince,  or  to 
enslave  your  fellow-subjects  in  America,  who 
feal  that  tyranny,  whether  ambitioned  by  an 
individual  part  of  the  legislature,  or  the  bodies 
who  compose  it,  is  equally  intolerable  to  British 
subjects. 

"  The  means  of  enforcing  this  thraldom  are 
found  to  be  as  ridiculous  and  weak  in  practice, 
as  they  are  unjust  in  principle.  Indeed  I  can- 
not but  feel  the  most  anxious  sensibility  for  the 
situation  of  general  Gage,  and  the  troops  under 
his  command  ;  thinking  him,  as  I  do,  a  man 
of  humanity  and  understanding;  and  enter- 
taining, as  1  ever  will,  the  highest  respect,  the 
warmest  love,  for  the  British  troops.  Their 
situation  is  truly  unworthy  ;  penned  up— pining 
in  inglorious  inactivity.  They  are  an  army  of 
im|M)tence.  You  may  call  them  an  army  of 
safety  and  of  guard  ;  but  they  are  in  truth  an 
army  of  impotence  and  contempt:  and,  to  make 
the  folly  equal  to  the  /disgrace,  they  are  an 
army  of  irritation  and  vexation. 

**  But  I  find  a  report  creeping  abroad,  that 
ministers  censure  general  Gage's  inactivity : 
Jet  them  censure  him — it  becomes  them — it  ne- 
eomes  their  justice  and  their  honour.  I  mean 
not  to  censure  his  inactivity ;  it  is  a  prudent 
and  necessary  inaction :  but  it  is  a  miserable 
condition,  where  disgrace  is  prudence,  and 
where  it  is  necessary  to  be  contemptible.  This 
tameness,  however  contemptible,  cannot  be 
censured  ;  for  the  first  drop  of  blood  she<l  in 
civil  and  unnatural  war  might  be  immedicabile 
vulnut, 

**  I  therefore  urge  and  conjure  your  lord- 
ships,  immediately  to  adopt  this  conciliating 
measure.  I  will  pledge  myself  for  its  imme- 
diately producing  conciliatory  effects,  by  its 
being  thus  well-limed :  but  if  you  delay  till 
jiour  vain  hope  shall  be  accomplished,  of  tri- 
lunpbaDtly  dictating  rcoonciliatioDi  yon  delay 


Lord  ChaihamU  Motion  [15S 

By  whose  advice  vindictive  councils 
were  pursued ;  by  whose  advice  false  re- 
presentations were  made;  by  whose  ad- 
vice malice  and  ill-will  were  made  prin- 
ciples of  governing  a  free  people : — all 
these  are  questions  that  will  be  asked ;  he 
means  no  personal  charge  on  any  mau 
farther  than  his  misdoings  call  for. 


for  ever.  But,  admitting  that  this  hope,  vrhich 
in  truth  is  desperate,  should  be  accomplislM-d, 
what  do  you  ghin  by  the  imposition  of  your 
victorious  amity  ? — you  wi'.l  be  unirusted  snd 
unthanked.  Adopt,  then,  the  grace,  while 
you  have  the  opportunity  of  reconcilemf nt ;  or 
at  least  prepare  the  way.  Allay  the  ferment 
prevailing  in  America,  by  removing  the  ob* 
noxious  hostile  cause— -obnoxious  and  nnser- 
viceable;  for  their  merit  can  be  only  inactioo: 
Non  dimkare  et  wacerc,— their  victory  caa 
never  be  by  exertions.  Their  force  would  be 
most  disproportionately  exerted  against  a  brave, 
generous,  and  united  people,  with  arms  in  ibeir 
hands,  and  courage  in  their  hearts :  three  mil- 
lions of  |ieople,  the  genuine  descendsots  of  a 
valiant  and  pious  ancestry,  driven  to  those  fle- 
serts  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  a  supersti- 
tious tyranny.  And  is  the  spirit  of  pmecv- 
tion  never  to  be  appeased?  Are  the  brave 
sons  of  those  brave  forefathers  to  inherit  their 
sufferings,  as  they  have  inherited  tlieir  virtuesf 
Are  they  to  sustain  the  infliction  of  the  inoit 
oppressive  and  unexampled  severity,  beyond 
the  accounts  of  history,  or  description  of  poetry : 

*  Rkadamanikut  habei  duriuima  regna^  casti* 

*  gatqtte^  auditque,*  So  says  the  wisest  psit, 
and  perhaps  the  wisest  statesman  and  politi* 
cian.  But  our  ministers  say,  the  Americans 
must  not  be  heard.  They  have  been  con- 
demned unheard.  The  indiscriminate  hand  of 
vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and 
guilty ;  with  all  the  formalities  of  hostility,  bu 
blocked  up  the  town  (Boston),  and  reduced  to 
beggary  and  famine  thirty  thousand  inbahi- 
tants. 

<'  But  his  majesty  is  advised,  that  the  ooioa 
in  America  cannot  last.  Ministers  have  men 
eyes  than  I,  and  should  have  more  ears ;  bat 
with  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  ts 
procure,  I  can  pronounce  it-^an  onion,  solid, 
permanent,  and  effectual.  Ministers  may  asj 
tisfy  themselves,  and  delude  the  public,  vita 
the  report  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodisi 
in  America.  They  are  not  commercial ;  tbef 
are  your  packers  and  factors :  they  live  opoa 
nothing — for  I  call  commission  notliing.  i 
mean  the  ministerial  authority  for  tbisAiBS» 
rican  intelligence ;  the  runners  tor  government, 
who  are  paid  for  their  intelligence.  But  tbcis 
are  not  the  men,  nor  this  the  influence,  to  bs 
considered  in  America,  when  we  estimate  the 
firmness  of  their  union.  Even  to  extend  the 
question,  and  to  Uke  in  the  really  mercsntils 
circle,  will  he  totally  inadequate  to  the  coon^ 
deration.  Trade  indeed  increases  the  wesl« 
and  glory  of  a  country ;  bol  itt  ml  strosglP 
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There  ought  to  be  some  instant  pro- 
ceeding towards  t  settlement  before  the 
oeeling  of  the  delegate ;  his  object  was 
to  put  hu  foot  on  the  threshold  of  peace, 
to  shev  so  intention  of  reconciling ;  he 
fill,  aoJess  he  is  fixed  to  a  sick-bed — he 
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will  attend  this  business  throughout,  till 
he  sees  America  obtain  what  he  thinks  sa« 
tisfoction  for  her  injuries ;  still  attentive 
that  it  shall  own  the  supremacy  of  this 
country* 
It  would  be  his  advice  to  his  Majesty  to 


bhI  stamina  are  to  be  looked  for  amoa]^  the 
nhitaton  of  the  laod :  io  their  simplicity  of 
HeifiwiBii  the  ainnpleness  of  virtue — the  in- 
kgritjr  zpA  couraiife  of  freeilom.  These  true 
grouioe  sons  of  the  earth  are  inTiocible :  aod 
tkej  forrouoil  and  hem  in  the  mercantilf  bn- 
6n'y  eren  if  these  bodies,  which  siip|M>siiioD  I 
liCillr  diidaim,  ooold  be  supposed  disaffected 
ti  (be  caose  of  liberty.  Of  tliis  general  spirit 
cnriag  is  the  firiiisli  nativn ;  (for  so  1  winh  to 
isiafoisb  the  real  aod  genaine  Americaoa 
fiwa  tbe  pwudiHtraders  I  have  described)— of 
tbsiptrii  of  iodepeodeoce,  aoimailDif  ihe  na- 
IJM  of  America,  J  have  the  most  autheutic  in- 
firaalioo.  It  is  not  new  among  them ;  it  is, 
ii4  hat  fr?er  be*  n,  their  estaUislied  principle, 
Arir  confimied  persuasion :  it  is  their  nsture, 
ii4  ibeir  doctrine. 

"  I  remcodier  some  years  ago,  when  the  re- 
pnl  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  in  agitation,  con- 
vmiDi^  in  a  friendly  confidence  with  a  person 
efiidoobted  respect  aod  authenticity,  on  that 
nljeci;  and  be  asoored  roe  with  a  certainty 
abicb  bia  judgment  and  opportunity  gave  him* 
Ibat  these  were  the  preraleot  and  steady  prin- 
cipal of  Ameiita--4hat  yon  might  destroy 
<bciriawDt,  and  cut  them  off  from  the  soper- 
Mea,  perhaps  tbe  con? eniences  of  life ;  but 
^1  tbejr  were  prepared  to  despise  your  power, 
ud  vould  not  lament  their  loss,  whilst  they 
bwe— irhat,  my  lords  ? — their  woods  and  their 
fiberty.  Tbe  name  of  my  authority,  if  I  am 
ofied  spoo,  will  authenticate  the  opinion  irre- 
^ably.    [It  was  Dr.  Franklin.] 

**  If  iltei^al  violences  have  been,  as  it  is  said, 
(Musitted  in  America ;  prepare  the  way,  open 
tbe  door  of  potaibility,  for  acknowledgment  and 
ntis&etioD :  but  proceed  not  to  such  coercion, 
fKb  proscriptioD ;  cease  your  indiscriminate 
iBwoot^,  amerce  not  thirty  thousand ;  op- 
pnft  sot  throe  millions,  for  the  fault  of  forty 
•r  fifty  iodifidQals.  Such  severity  of  injustice 
M  for  ever  render  incorable  the  wounds  yon 
nre already  given  your  colonies;  you  irritate 
^  to  soappeasable  rancour.  What  though 
yn  Biaich  from  town  tu  town,  and  from  pro- 
TiMeto  province;  .though  von  should  be  able 
%  toforoe  a  temporary  and  local  submission, 
*U  1  snly  suppose,  not  admit — how  ahall 
y^  be  able  to  secore  the  obedience  of  the 
CMatry  yoo  leave  behind  you  in  your  progress, 
^.Knap  the  dominioo  of  eighteen  hundred 
^^  of  eoQtioent,  popalons  in  numbers,  poo* 
*tnin«r  vahrar,  liberty  and  resistance  ? 
J*  This  resiitance  to  your  Arbitrary  system 
^^taiion  might  have  been  foreseen :  it  was 
^naa  firom  the  natnre  of  thiofrs,  and  of  man- 
7^?!^  ahove  aU,  from  tbe  Wliiirfneb  spirit 
'^"ihiBg  in  thai  conntry«    Tbe  spirit  which 


now  resists  your  taxation  in  America,  is  the 
aamo  which  formerly  opposed  l(»aii8,  benevo- 
lences, and  ship-money,  in  Bngland :  tbe  same 
spirit  which  called  all  £nglaod  on  its  leifo,  and 
by  tbe  Bill  of  BLighta  vindicated  the  English 
constitution :  the  same  spirit  which  established' 
the  great  fundamental,  essential  maxim  of  your 
liberties — that  no  tukject  of  England  shall  be 
taxed  but  by  hit  own  con$ent. 

**  Tbis  glorious  spirit  of  Wbiggism  animates 
three  milliona  in  America  ;  w  bo  prefer  poverty 
with  liberty,  to  gilded  chains  and  sordid  af- 
fluence; and  who  will  die  in  defence  of  tbeir 
rights  as  men,  aa  freemen.  W  bat  hhall  oppose 
this  spirit,  aided  by  tbe  coosrenial  flame  glow- 
ing in  the  breasts  of  every  Whig  io  Englaudf 
to  the  amount,  1  bo|)e,  of  double  the  American 
numbers?  Ireland  they  have  to  a  man.  In 
that  country,  joined  as  it  ia  with  the  cause  of 
colonies,  and  placed  at  their  head,  ihe  disiinc« 
tion  I  contend  for  is  and  muai  be  obtterved. 
Tbis  country  superintends  and  controu-s  their 
trsde  and  navigation  ;  but  they  tax  tUemaelves, 
And  this  distinction  lietween  external  and  in* 
ternal  cootroul  is  sacred  and  insurmountable ; 
it  is  involved  in  the  abstract  nature  of  things. 
Property  is  private,  individual,  absolute.  Trade 
is  an  extended  and  complicated  consideration : 
it  reaches  as  far  as  ships  cau  sail  or  wiods  can 
blow :  it  io  a  great  and  various  machine.  To 
regulate  the  numberless  movements  of  its  se« 
vers!  parts,  and  combine  them  into  effect,  tor 
the  good  of  the  whole,  requires  tbe  superintend- 
ing wisdom  and  energy  of  the  supreme  power 
in  the  empire.  Bat  this  supreme  power  has 
no  effect  towards  internal  taxation ;  for  it  does 
not  exist  in  that  relation;  there  is  no  such 
thing,  no  such  idea  in  this  constitution,  as  a 
supreme  power  operating  upon  property.  Let 
this  distinction  then  remain  for  ever  ascertain- 
ed ;  taxation  is  theirs,  commercial  regulation 
is  ours.  As  an  American  I  would  recognize 
to  England  her  supremo  right  of  regulating 
commerce  and  navigation :  as  an  Englishman 
by  birth  aod  principle,  1  recognize  to  the  Ame- 
ricans their  supreme  unalienable  right  in  tbeir 
property  ;  a  right  which  they  are  jusiified  in 
the  defence  of  to  the  last  extremity.  To  main- 
tain this  principle  ia  the  common  cause  of  the 
Whiffs  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  Atlantic,  and 
on  this.  <  'Tis  liberty  to  liberty  enga(|^ed/ 
that  they  will  defend  themselves,  their  famdies, 
and  tbeir  country.  Io  this  great  cause  they 
are  immoveably  allied:  it  is  tbe  alliance  M 
God  and  natnre-^immutabley  eternal --fixed  aa 
tbe  firmament  of  heaven. 

•<  To  aoch  united  force,  what  force  shsll  be 
opposed? — What,  my  lordsF-~A  few  ,,^^ 
ments  in  Ainericst  aad  leveiiteea  s^r^hteen   J 
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end  this  quarrel,  .the  soonest  possible; 
hts  repose  was  their  duty ;  who  by  misad- 
Tice  had  planted  the  thorn  in  his  side, 
by  a  contest  with  a  people  determined  on 
their  purpose. 

Wishes  to  oiEer  himselfy  mean  as  he  is — 
but  he  has  a  plan ;  a  plan  of  a  settlement ; 
solid,  honourable,  and  lasting. 

th4»asiDd  mee  at  borne !-— The  idea  is  too  ridi- 
eitlous  to  take  up  a  moment  of  your  lordships* 
timo.  Nor  can  such  a  national  and  principled 
unioD  be  resisted  by  the  tricks  of  office,  or  mi- 
tttsyterial  manceurre.  Layin^^  of  papers  on  yoar 
table,  or  counting  nnnbers  on  a  division,  will 
not  avert  or  postpone  the  hour  of  danger:  it 
must  arrive,  my  fords,  unless  these  fatal  acts 
are  done  aWay ;  it  must  arrive  in  all  its  hor- 
rors, and  then  these  boastful  ministers,  spite  of 
all  their  conBdence,  and  all  their  roaocBuvres, 
shall  be  forced  to  hide  their  heads.  They  shall 
be  forced  to  a  disgraceful  abandonment  of  their 
present  measures  and  principles,  which  they 
avow,  but  caunot  defend ;  measures  which 
they  presume  to  attempt,  but  cannot  hope  to 
effectuate.  They  cannot,  my  lords,  they  esn- 
not  stir  a  step ;  they  have  not  a  move  left;  they 
are  check-mated.  ^ 

"  But  it  is 'not  repeaTtng  this  act  of  parlia- 
nsent,  it  is  not  repealing  a  piece  of  parchment, 
that  can  restore  America  to  our  besom :  yon 
must  repeal  her  fears  and  her  resentments; 
and  you  may  then  hope  for  her  love  and  gra- 
Htude.  But  now,  insulted  with  an  armed  force, 
posted  at  Boston ;  irritated  with  an  hostile  ar- 
ray before  her  eyes,  her  cbncessions,  if  you 
eould  force  them,  would  be  suspicious  and  in* 
secure;  they  will  be  irato  tffitmo;  they  will 
not  be  the  sound  honourable  passions  of  free- 
men, they  will  be  the  dictates  0/  fear,  and  ex- 
tortions of  force.  But  it  is  more  than  evident, 
that  you  cannot  force  them,  united  as  they  are, 
to  your  unworthy  terms  of  submission-— it  is 
impossible:  and  when  I  hear  general  Gage 
eensured  fbr  inactivity,  I  must  retort  with  in- 
dignation on  those,  whose  intemperate  mea- 
sures and  improvident  councils  have  betrayed 
him  into  his  present  situation.  His  situation 
reminds  me,  m^  lords,  of  the  answer  of  a 
French  general  m  the  civil  wars  of  France — 
Monsieur  Gond6  opposed  to  Monsieur  Turenne: 
he  was  asked,  how  it  happened  that  he  did  not 
take  his  adversary  prisoner,  as  he  was  often 
Tory  near  him:  *J'ai  peur,'  replied  Gond^, 
Tery  honestly,  *  J'ai  peur  qu*il  ne  me  prenne;' 
fl^l'm  afraid  be'll  take  me. 

*'  When  your  lordships  look  at  the  papers 
transmitted  us  from  America;  wheuTonoon- 
nder  their  deoency,  firmness,  and  wisdom,  you 
cannot  but  respect  their  cause,  and  wish  to 
make  it  vour  own.  For  myself,  I  must  de- 
dare  and  avow,  that  in  all  my  reading  and  ob- 
servation— and  it  bas  been  my  favourite  study 
4c;lhave  read  Thucydides,  and  have  studied 
v>  "laired  the  master-states  of  the  world— 
that  £Sl^7  •f  rtasoning,  forea  of  sagaeitj, 


Americameans  only  to  baye  safetj  in  pro- 
perty ;  and  personal' liberty.  Those,  and 
those  onl  V  were  her  object ;  independenqf 
was  falsely  charged  on  her. 

He  disdainas  all  metaphysical  diatioc* 
tions. 

The  Declaratory  Act   leaves   ycu  1 


and  wisdom  of  conclusion,  under  such  a  com' 
plication  of  difficult  circnmstaoees,  no  Bsti«^ 
or  body  of  men,  can  stand  in  preference  to  tbi 
general  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  I  truit  il 
M  obvious  to  your  lordships,  that  all  atlempS 
to  impose  servitude  upon  such  men,  to  t^ 
blisb  despotism  over  snch  a  mighty  contioivld 
nation,  must  be  vain,  must  be  fatal.  We  sbtl 
be  forced  ultimately  to  retract ;  let  os  retiMl 
while  we  can,  net  when  we  must.  1  sftj  u^ 
must  necessarily  undo  these  violcut  opprewM 
acta  :  they  must  be  repealed— you  will  npni 
them ;  I  pledge  myself  for  it,  that  you  will  ii 
the  end  repeal  them ;  1  stake  my  reputaliii 
on  it  :-*T  will  consent  to  be  taken  for  an  idit^ 
if  they  are  not  ihiaily  repealed. — Avoid,  (hefl| 
this  humiliating,  disgraceful  necessity.  Wii 
a  dignity  beconnog  your  exalted  silatliMi 
BMke  the  firstadvaaces  to  concord,  to  pacfj 
and  happiness :  for  that  is  your  trae  digni^i 
to  act  wub  prudence  and  justice.  That  yn 
should  first  concede,  is  obvious,  from  soad 
and  rational  policy.  Coaoessioa  comeB  will 
better  grace  and  more  salutary  efiect  frai 
saperioi*  power ;  it  reconcilen  superiority  fli 
power  with  the  feelings  of  men ;  and  establina 
solid  confidence  on  iSt  foundatioos  of  afieeiiU 
and  jrratitude. 

'•<  So  thought  a  wise  poet  and  a  wise  ums ii 
polrtieal  sagacity ;  the  friend  of  MecsnaB,  iM 
the  eohygist  of  Augustus^ — ^To  him,  theadofM 
son  and  successor,  tbe  first  Cinsar,  to  bim,  tb 
master  of  tbe  world,  be  wisely  urged  this  cm 
duct  of  prudence  and  dignity  ;  *  Tuque  prkif 
^  tu  parce  ;-^prqfice  tela  manic.' 

**  £very  motive,  therefore,  of  justice  aad  S 
poKey,  of  dignity  and  of  prudence,  uigei  yu 
10  allay  the  lerment  in  America«-by  arcnsti 
of  your  troops  from  Boston — by  a  repeal  • 
your  acts  of  parliament— and  by  demonsirt^ 
of  amicable  dispositions  towards  your  cuhwici 
On  the  other  hand,  every  danger  and  ever 
hazard  impend,  to  deter  you  from  persevcrMic 
in  your  present  ruinous  meaaurBs.<^Foreigi 
war  hanging  over  your  heads  by  a  slight  in 
brittle  ttiread:  France  and  Spain  wstebii| 
your  conduct,  and  waiting  fur  the  matarit^f^ 
your  errors ;— >with  a  vigilant  eye  to  AneriiDi 
and  tbe  temper  of  your  colonies,  more  thas  t 
their  own  concerns,  be  they  what  they  maj* . 
«<  To  conclude,  my  lords ;  if  the  miniitci 
thus  perserere  in  misadvising  and  midesdi^ 
tbe  King,  I  will  not  say,  that  tbey  can  alicosl 
tbe  affections  of  his  subjects  from  bii  crown 
but  I  will  affirm,  that  they  wiH  amka  di 
crown  not  worth  his  wearing— 1  will  not  s^ 
that  tbe  King  is  betrayed ;  but  I  will  pf< 
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ij^t  toUle  tKdr  immeT  when  you  please. 

He  means  to  meddle  with  no  man's 

ipiuofi ;  and  leaving  all  men  to  follow  the 

£of  thetr  own  opmions  of  former  pro« 
OS,  his  plan  is  to  establish  for  the 
American  an  unequiTOcd,  express  right 
afoot  having  his  property  taken  from  htm 
kt  by  his  own  assembly. 

Eight  weeks  delay  admits  no  further 
Mtaiioii,  no  not  of  a  moment ;  the  thing 
ttjbe  srer ;  a  drop  of  blood  renders  it 
wme^coMe  vulmu* 

Whether  it  can  ever  now  be  a  true  re- 
•NKiliaUon,  most  be  owing  to  the  full 
mpensation  that  America  shfdl  receiTe. 
lepeal  the  mutual  ill-will  that  subsists,  for 
lis  mt  the  repeal  of  a  little  act  of  pariia- 
feent  that  will  work  peace.    Will  the  re- 

eof  a  bit  of  parchment  aivail  ?  Willy 
k  you,  three  millions  of  people  in 
ans  be  satisfied  by  such  a  repeal  i  It 
hHt  be  a  repeal  on  a  principle  of  justice. 
Tiiere  most  be  no  procrastmation ;  you 
is  to  a  moroent-^now— iRstantaneoualy : 
^erery  hour,  that  a  beginning  is  not 
wde  towards  softening,  towards  healing ! 
tit  fery  news  of  which  might  work 
VBsders— endangers  the  fixed  liberty  of 
Awrica,  and  the  honour  of  the  mother 
«intiy. 

ihe  success  and  permanent  effect  of 
Ae  best  measures  may  arise  from  mutual 

|wd.wfll. 

Hv  BBotiaa  is  part  of  a  plan ;  and  he 
kgins  with  a  proof  of  good-will.— His 
J^oo  is  « to  address  the  King  to  re- 
•ft^e  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Boston.** 

His  lordship  was  lavish  in  his  praise  of 
fc  c<>Bgre98,  as  more  wise  and  more  pni- 
fat  than  the  meeting  of  ancient  Greece. 
«»entioned  Thucydides,  with  «  your 
WAips  have  read  Thucydides;"  he 
■wfions  nothing  of  ancient  story  more 
***wahle,  more  respectable,  than  this 
wpised  meeting. 

The  congress  is  treated  harshly.  He 
J*^  we  would  imitate  tlieir  tennper  ;— 
■*  indeed,  if  you  please— ^ut  that  con- 

Cwas  conducted  with  temper  and  mo* 
«a.  I  wish  our  House  of  Commons 
•ftedy  and  uneomiptly  chosen. 
j_*^procecdings  from  hence  arose  from 
^•'■HJe  of  the  cfroHmstances  of  that 
2®^'  The  idea  of  coercion  by  troops, 
•^  they  were  not  the  natural  resource, 
••wanton  and  idle. 

*M  i2?  ''**  ^^^^  motiye  in  all  you  HA 

.   I^at!  shall  America  presume  to  be 

^?-don*t  hear  them,  chastise  them." 

"•  was  your  language,  castigatgue  ttu* 


ditque^-^ib^  aeTerest  judge,  though  he 
chastises,  also  hears  the  party. 

All  the  mischief  has  arisen  from  your 
anger;  from  your  not  adapting  your 
means  to  your  ends ;  troops  and  violence 
were  ill  means  to  answer  the  ends  of  peace* 

I  understand  government  is  not  alto- 
gether  satisfied  with  the  commander  of 
your  troops;  he  has  not  been  quick 
enough  to  shed  blood ;  his  moderation  is 
ridicwed ;  but  I  know  that  gentleman,  an 
officer  of  long  service,  has  acted  prudeiHly ; 
it  was  want  of  wisdom  to  place  an  army 
there— I  have  heard  of  armies  of  obser« 
vation,  but  this  is  an  army  of  irritation. 

In  the  civil  war  of  Plaris,  where  those 
^eat  men,  the  prince  of  Cond^,  and 
marshal  Turenne,  commanded  the  two 
parties— marshid  Turenne  was  said  often 
to  have  been  near  the  prince. — The  queen 
was  angry ;  she  did  not  see  why,  when 
he  was  so  near  the  prince,  he  should  not 
take  him^  she  was  offended,  and  ^th 
some  anger  asked,  ^  Quand  vous  6Mes 
si  prds,  pourquoi  n*aves«vous  pas  pris  le 

Erince  V*  That  great  officer,  who  knew 
is  business,  answered  coolly,  '*  J'avoie 
peur,  Madame,  qu'il  ne  m'eikt  prit.^' 

The  ministry  tell  you,  that  the  Ameri* 
cans  will  not  abide  by  the  congress ;  they 
are  tired  of  the  association  ^— true,  many 
of  the  merchants  may  be — but  it  does  not 
now  depend  on  the  merchants ;  nor  do 
the  accounts  come  even  from  the  principal 
merchants ;  but  from  the  runners  for  mi- 
nistry. But  were  the  dissatisfaction 
among  the  merchants  ever  so  large,  the 
account  is  no  way  conformable  to  the  na« 
ture  of  America. 

The  nation  of  America,  who  hayethe 
virtues  of  the  people  the?  sprung  from, 
will  not  be  slaves.  •  Their  language  is,  If 
trade  and  slavery  are  companions,  we 
quit  the  trade ;  let  trade  and  slavery  go 
where  they  will,  they  are  not  for  us. 

Your  anger  represents  them  as  refrac- 
tory and  ungrateful,  m  not  submitting 
to  the  parent  they  sprung  from ;  but  ther 
are  in  truth  grown  an  accession  of  strength 
to  this  country  ;  they  know  their  import- 
ance ;  they  wish  to  continue  their  utHity 
to  you ;  but  though  they  may  be  sick  of 
the  association,  those  sons  of  the  earth 
will  never  be  dissuaded  from  their  asso* 
elation. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  two 
years  after,  I  was  in  llie  country  an  hun- 
dred miles  off;  a  gentleman  who  knew  the 
country,  told  me,  that  if  regiments  had 
landed  %x  that  time,  and  thtps  had  been 
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tent  to  destroy  the  towns,  they  haci  come 
to  a  resolution  to  retire  back  into  the 
country. — It  is  a  fact-— a  aoble  lord  smiles  ; 
if  1  u-ere  to  mention  the  gentleman's  name, 
it  would  not  increase  his  smile. 

I  wish  the  young  gentlemen  of  our  time 
would  imitate  those  Americans  that  are 
misrepresented  to  them;  I  wish  they 
woulu  imitate  tlieir  frugality;  I  wish  they 
would  imitate  that  liberty  which  the  Ame- 
ricans love  better  than  life;  imitate  that 
courage  which  a  love  of  liberty  produces. 

One  word.  more.  I  will  send  my  plan, 
if  the  state  of  a  miserable  constitution 
stretches  me  on  a  sick-bed.  It  is  to  put 
an  end  to  the  quarrel.  '^  What,  before 
you  know  whether  they  will  come  to 
terms?"  Yes,  let  my  expectations  be 
what  they  will,  I  should  recall  the  troops ; 
it  partakes  of  a  nullity  to  accept  submission 
under  the  influence  of  arms. 

1  foretel,  *'  these  bills  must  be  repealed;'' 
— -I  submit  to  be  called  an  ideot  if  they 
are  not;— three  millions  of  men  ready  to 
arm,  aad  talk  of  forcing  them ! 

There  may  be  dangerous  men  and  dan- 
gerous councib,  who  would  instil  bad  doc- 
trines ;  advise  the  enslaving  of  America ; 
they  might  not  endanger  the  crown  per- 
haps, but  they  would  render  it  not  worth 
the  wearing. 

The  cause  of  America  is  allied  to  every 
true  Whig.  They  will  not  bear  the  en- 
slaving America.  Some  Whigs  ma^  love 
their  fortunes  better  than  their  principles ; 
but  the  body  of  Whigs  will  join ;  they  will 
not  enslave  America.  The  whole  Irish 
.nation,  all  the  true  English  Whigs,  the 
whole  nation  of  America,  these  combined 
make  many  millions  of  Whigs,  averse  to 
the  system.  France  has  her  full  attention 
upon  you;  war  is  at  your  door;  carrying 
a  question  here,  will  not  save  your  coun- 
try in  such  extremities. 

This  being  the  state  of  things,  my 
advice  is,  to  proceed  to  allay  heats;  I 
would  at  the  instant  begin,  and  do  some- 
thing towards  allaying  and  softening  re- 
sentment. 

My  motion,  you  see,  respects  the  army, 
and  their  dangerous  situation.  Not  to 
undervalue  general  Gage,  who  has  served 
with  credit, — he  acts  upon  his  instructions ; 
if  he  has  not  been  alert  enough  to  shed 
blood ; 

**  NoQ  dimicare  quam  viocere  malait," 
And  he  judged  well*    The  Americans  too 
have  acted  with  a  prudence  and  modera- 
tion, that  had  been  worthy  of  our  imitation 
were  we  wi^;-^o  their  moderation  it  is 


owing,  that  our  troops  have  so  long  n 
mained  in  safety. 

Mal-administration  has  run  its  line— i 
has  not  a  move  left— it  is  a  check-mate. 

Forty  thousand  men  are  not  adequat 
to  the  idea  of  subduing  them  to  your  tax 
ation.  Taxation  exists  only  in  represenl 
ation ;  take  them  to  your  heart,  wh 
knows  what  their  generosity  may  effect^ 

I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  meaning 
naked,  unconditional  repeal ;  no,  I  wool 
maintain  the  superiority  of  this  country  i 
all  events. 

But  you  are  anxious  who  shall  disan 
first.     That  great  poet,  and  perhaps 
wiser  and  greater  politician  than  ever  1^ 
was  a  poet,  has  given  you  wisest  couoael 
follow  it, 

«(  Tuque  prior,  ta  parce;   geoas  qui  dMi 

Olympo. 
Projtce  tela  manu.*' 

Who  is  the  man  who  will  own  thi 
system  of  force  as  practicable  I 

He  then  censured  the  folly  of  pursuit 
a  system  that  was  owned  to  be  impractid 
ble,  and  concluded  with  moving, "  Thi 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  U 
Majesty,  most  humbly  to  advise  and  be 
seech  his  Majesty,  that,  in  order  to  opa 
the  ways  towards  an  happy  settlemeii 
of  the  dangerous  troubles  in  America,  b; 
beginning  to  allay  ferments  and  softe 
animosities  there ;  and,  above  all,  for  pre 
venting  in  the  mean  time,  any  sudden  am 
fatal  catastrophe  at  Boston,  now  sufferiqi 
under  the  daily  irritation  of  an  army  befbr 
their  eyes,  posted  in  their  town,  it  ma; 
graciously  please  his  Majesty,  that  imroe 
diate  orders  may  be  dispatched  to  genen 
Gage  for  removing  his  IVIajesty's  force 
from  the  town  of  Boston,  as  soon  as  tb 
rigour  of  the  season,  and  other  circaa 
stances  indispensable  to  the  safety  and  iM 
commodation  of  the  said  troops  may  reade 
the  same  practicable." 
^  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  condemned  th 
conduct  of  the  Americans  in  the  moi 
determined  and  unreserved  terms.  H 
complimented  the  noble  earl  on  his  grei 
abilities,  but  begged  leave  to  pronounc 
him  mistaken,  in  almost  every  position  h 
laid  down ;  and  thought  it  extremely  ia 
proper,  considering  the  present  alarmia 
state  of  America,  to  cause  divisions,  aoi 
by  so  doing,  to  weaken  the  force  of  th 
parent  state.  He  observed,  that  the  nobl 
earl  had  animadverted  severely  on  thoi 
who  had,  or  were  supposed  to  have  aq 
vised  the  measure  of  dissolving  the  parbi 
4neDt ;  and  bad  likewise  thrown  out  som 
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directed  af^iost  the  soppoied 
antiiora  of  the  preseot  intentionJB  of  admi- 
BHtradoD.  As  to  the  firsts  he  arowed 
knoseif  lobe  one  of  the  principal  adTiserSy 
ai  he  looked  iK>on  it,  nay  foreaavir  from 
Ihe  begimuDg,  tnat  all  the  steps  taken  by 
the  Americans,  in  congress  and  elsewhere, 
vodd  be  to  influence  the  general  election 
bjcfcaling  jeaIoasies>  fears,  and  prejudices 
wong  the  mercantile  and  trading  part  of 
the  nation ;  that  he  was  happy  the  ideas 
he  espoused  had  prevailed,  by  which  means 
those  sinister  designs  were  prevented  from 
tiidhig  effect;  that  he  was  happy  to  find 
his  ooDJecCores  right,  and  to  perceive  that 
ttose  dleaipiM  were  defeated ;  and  that  an 
iaipfoper  inflaence,  originating  whence  it 

St,  or  in  whatever  manner,  made  very 
difference.    As  to  the  point  of  ad- 
vice, in  relation  to  coercive  measures,  he 
my  ftaDkly  declared  himself  to  be  eqtudly 
gtoeoooos;    for    all    conciliating   means 
haring  proved  inefiectual,  he  thought  it 
Isgii  tinse  fi>r  the  mother  country  to  exert 
h^  authority,  or  for  ever  relinquish  it.    If 
tfie  taak  be  difficult  now,  what  must  it  be 
la  a  lev  years  time  ?    Rvliament  must  be 
abqred,  or  it  must  not ;  if  it  be  obeyed, 
then  who  afaaH  resist  its  determinations  f 
If  it  be  not,  then  we  may  as  well  at  once 
pre  up  every  ckum   of  authority  over 
I  iSiottld  scorn,  (said  he)  to  be 
io  ^is  House,  and  sit  still  without 
[j  declaring  my  sentiments:  I  should 
to  continue  one  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
and  not  advise  coercive  measures, 
wlien  I  was  so  firmly  and  fully  convinced 
af  their  necessity;  and  I  take  a  particular 
fride  in  avowing  those  sentiments;  and 
steadily  to  abide  by  them  at  all 
His  lordship  then  proceeded  to 
OB  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
I,  In  relation  to  their  disapprobation  of 
in  acts  of  parliament,  particularly  the 
fimr  or  five  last  adverted  to  at  that  meet- 
mg;.    He  defended  them  all,  and  contend- 
ed, that  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  if  the  obsti- 
BBCj  of  the  Bostonians  had  not  prevented 
kf  would  have  executed  itself,  as  a  satis- 
ioalbr  ihe  dSdomimgemefit  done  to  the 
India  Company,  would  have  at  once 
pot  the  port  of  Boston  on  its  former  foot- 
mg,  ana  have  of  course  made  an  opening 
fbra  complete  recondliatioo.    He  insisted 
strongly  that  the  mother  country  should 
aavcr  rdax  till  America  confessed  her 
supieuia^ ;  and  that  as  soon  as  America 
htd  dutirally  complied,  she  would  meet 
vith  every  indoleence  consistent  with  the 
~  interest  of  both  countries ;   but  that 
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any  concession  on  our  parts,  till  the  right 
on  which  all  our  pretensions  were  founded, 
was  allowed,  would  be  to  the  last  degree 
impolitic,  pusillanimous,  and  absurd.  He 
supposed,  he  said,  that  the  noble  earl 
would  |be  alone  in  his  o]nnion,  that  this 
country  had  not  the  right  Co  tax  America. 
The  right  implied,  according  to  him,  the 
necessity  of  the  exercise  of  it. .  He  thought 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  administration  to 
pursue  their  object  of  Rubduing  the  refrac- 
tory rebellious  Americans;  and  avowed 
the  ministerial  resohition  of  enforcing  obe- 
dience by  arms. 

The  Earl  of  SheUmme  began  with  re* 
nouncing  all  personal  engagements  what* ' 
ever;  and  Solemnly  declared,  that  he 
adopted  the  sentiigaents  of  the  noble  earl 
(of  Chatham,)  solely  on  account  of  their* 
wisdom,  justice,  and  propriety.*  He  said, 
the  specious  language  of  the  supremacy  of 
the  British  legislature,  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  of  her  authority  over  the 
colonies,  &c»  was  artfully  held  out  to  de- 
lude and  deceive  both  parliament  and  peo-* 
pie:  it  was  intended  to  operate  on  everv 
degree  of  men  :  the  very  cobleris,  he  said, 
swelled  up  with  his  own  importance,  as' 
being  a  party  in  a  contest  with  those  on 
the  other  side,  who  are  as  artfully  repre- 
sented to  be  ready  to  throw  off  all  obe« 
dience ;  who  are  described  to  be  traitors, 
vagabonds,  and  rebels,  ^ilty  of  the  most, 
flagrant  baseness  and  ingratitude*  But- 
suray  there  is  not  av  noble  lord  within 
these  walls,  there  is  not  a  man  without, 
who  does  not  instantly  perceive  the  noto- 
rious fallacy  of  such  a  misrepresentation. 
No  man  can  be  at  a  loss  to  know,  that  a 
majority  of  both  Houses,  however  consti* 
tuted,  are  the  nation ;  that  that  majority  is 
led  and  directed  by  an  administration  con- 
sisting of  foUr  or  five  persons ;  and  those 
again,  by  one  man.  Let  us,  therefore, 
hear  no  more  of  the  people,  the  parlia^ 
ment,  or  Great  Britain ;  but  consider  the 
issue  as  simply  depending  between  the 
parties  thus  d^ribed,  between  adminis- 
tration on  one  side,  and  all  America  on  tlie 
other.  He  then  proceeded  to  animadvert 
on  the  several  Acts  of  the  last  session  re- 
specting America;  and  contended  without 
reserve,  that  the  Boston  Port  Bill  did  not 
execute  itself,  nor  was  ever  meant  so 
to  do ;  for  supposing  the  dtdimtmagement 
to  be  repaired,  and  the  injury  sustained  by 
the  East  India  Compaiiy  compensated, 
what  did  the  Act  say  ?  Why,  that  when 
his  Majesty  should  think  the  Bostonians 
had  returned  to  their  obedience,  and  peace 
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and  good  government  iiilly  established,  his 
Majesty  might  open  the  port  on  such  con- 
ditions as  he  thought  proper ;  and  appoint 
such  places  for  the  laodtng  and  shipping 
of  goods  within  thc^  said  port  and  haioour 
as  he  pleased.  Here  he  highly  arraigned 
the  uncoRstitutioncd  policy  wbicb  dictated 
that  part  of  the  Act,  and  wantonly  lod^d 
a^  power  in  the  King'  and  coancu,  which 
parliafneni,  if  it  regarded  its  own  honour, 
should  have  never  parted  withw  He  con* 
demned>  ingeneral^  the  madness,  injustice, 
and  infatuation  of  coercing  the  Aiaericans 
into  a  blind  and  servile  submission ;  and 
repeated,  what  had  beeif  been  received  in 
the  most  ludicrous  manner,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  a  tipstaff  would  execute  the 
Acts  better  than  a  military  force  consisting 
of  100,000  men. 

Lord  LytteUon  set  out  with  compliment- 
ing the  noble  earl,  who  spoke  first  in  the 
debate,  pn  his  great  political  wisdom,  his 
extensive  talents,  and  the  fruits  of  both, 
the  glorious  successes  of  the  late  war, 
which  must  deservedly  crown  him  with  im- 
mortal laurels.  He  grounded  his  argu- 
ments chiefly  on  the  legislative  supremacy 
of  the  British  parliament.  He  ridiculed 
the  absurd  idea  of  an  inactive  right,  when 
there  was  the  most  apparent  and  urgent 
necessity  for  exercismg  it.  It  would  be 
madness  in  the  extreme,  not  directly  to 
assert,  or  for  ever  relinquish  it.  He  could 
not  at  all  agree  with  the  noble  earl  in  his 
encomiums  on  the  continental  congress ; 
for  so  fiir  from  applauding  their  wudom, 
&c.  he  contended  that  the  whole  of  their 
deliberations  and  proceedings  breathed  the 
spirit  of  unconstitutional  independency 
and  dpen  rebellion.  His  lordship  pointed 
to  the  particular  language  of  some  of  their 
resolutions;  and  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  if  Great  Britain  should  give  way  on 
the  present  occasion,  from  mistaken  mo- 
tives of  present  advantages  in  trade,  com- 
merce, kc  sudi  a  concession  would  inevi- 
tably defeat  its  own  object;  for  it  was 
plain,  that  the  Navigation  Act,  and  all  other 
regulatory  Acts,  which  formed  the  great 
basis  on  which  those  advantaees  rested, 
and  the  true  interests  of  both  countries 
depended,  would  ftdl  a  victim  to  the  inte- 
rested and  ambitious  views  of  America. 
Now,  therefore,  was  the  time  to  assert  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  for  if  we  did 
not,  he  had  not  a  single  doubt  but  eveiy 
concession  on  our  side  would  produce  a 
new  demand  on  theirs ;  and  in  the  end, 
brinff  about  that  state  of  traitorous  inde- 
pendency, at  which  it  was  too  plain  they 
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were  now  aiminff.    He  lamented  llie  dis* 

graceful  miserable  state  of  the  troops  un« 
er  general  Gage,  daily  crumbling  away 
with  sickness  and  desertion,  destitute  ii 
covering  and  sustenance,  and,  what  was 
much  worse,  their  spirits  broken  and  them* 
selvea  disheartened  with  the  insolenl 
taunts  and  repeated  provocations  of  a  re* 
bellious  surrounding  rabble*  He  reflected 
severely  on  the  conduct  of  those,  thai  put 
him  and  kept  him  in  so  disgraceful  a  si* 
tuation.  He  said,  he  shouki  be  glad  to 
know  by  what  secret  power  or  over-rulinf 
influence  the  wishes  of  parliament  had 
been  defeated.  On  the  other  band,  if  it 
was  from  that  gentleman's  own  augges** 
tions  he  acted,  he  freely  declared,  that 
however  prevalent  it  might  be,  from  erery 
side  of  the  House,  to  bestow  enoomiums 
on  him,  he  must  continue  to  think  hia  con* 
duct  extremely  reprehensible,  and  deaerv- 
ing  of  censure.  His  lordship  disdaiaied 
all  personal  connection  ■  with  adminiatra^ 
tion.  He  said  lie  supported  them,  be* 
cause  he  imagined  and  believed  tliem  In 
be  right. 

Lord  Camden  said  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  large  field  of  discusMon,  or  coifa^ 
teral  reasoning,  applicable  to  the  abatmae 
and  metaphysical  oistinotions  necesanry  to 
the  investigation  of  the  'omnipotence  ef 
parliament ;  but  this  he  would  venture  to 
assert,  that  the  natural  right  of  mankind 
and  the  immutable  laws  of  justice,  wero 
clearly  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  Ho 
observed  that  great  stress  had  been  laid  on 
the  legislative  supremacy  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  as  far  as  the  doctrine  was  directed  to 
its  proper  objects,  it  was  a  just  one; 
but  it  was  no  less  true  in  fact,  that  con* 
sonant  to  all  the  reasonings  of  all  the 
speculative  writers  on  government,  tfaat 
no  man,  either  agreeable  to  the  tme 
principles  of  naturid  or  civil  liberty,  cottkL 
be  divested  of  any  part'  of  his  property 
without  his  own  consent  He  pledged 
himself^  at  a  proper  time,  to  prove  diat 
the  law  of  England  did  not  give  the  risluty 
claimed  bv  parliament,  to^tax  Amencn. 
That  no  book  or  record  expresaed  sudb 
right ;  thatbe  could  not  tell  where  to  IcNik 
for  it ;  that  he  consulted  law  and  bistovirt 
and  his  search  was  equally  fhdtlesa  la 
both.  In  what  king's  reign,  he  asked, 
could  it  be  found  i  Was  it  ui  the  old  tiiBea» 
oefore  our  colonies  existed ;  or  when  I 
He  said  that  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
1st,  when  that  great  constitutional  hMryer 
Mr.  Selden  was  pressed  to  declare  oq 
irtiat  legal  grounds  resistance  was  juota* 
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§Mft9  he  rapGed  it  was  by  the  cuttom  of 

EogluMi^  and  that  was  part  of  the  hiw  of 

the  land.    And  coocladed  by  referring  to 

the  works   of  judge    Blackstone,    where 

afoidii^  to  state  the  rule,  when  resistance 

ii  jaatifiable,  he  lays  down  the  Revolution 

aitlie  only  precedent;  but  adds,  though 

dw  vmrious  circumstances  and  incidents, 

which  may  justify  resistance,  cannot  be 

exactlj  defined,  it  is  plain,  the  people  at 

hrge»  who  possess  the  original  rights  ne- 

cusniy  to  their  own  happiness  and  preser- 

vetioDy  have  the  same  right  to  recall  it, 

whenever  the  power  and  authority,  thus 

driegaled  by  them,  has  been  abused,  and 

i&stly  employed  to  their  own  ruin  and 


The  Earl  of  Ckatham^  in  reply,  ob- 
rvedy  that  if  the  noble  lord  (Lyttelton) 
who  suggested,  that  the  views  of  America 
were  lutinaately  pointed  to  the  defeating 
the  Act  of  Navigation,  and  the  other  re- 
gnktory  Acta,  so  wisely  framed  and  cal- 
colated  ibr  that  reciprocity  of  interests,  so 
esKntkUy  necessary  to  the  grandeur  and 
praaperity  of  the  whole  empire,  was  right, 
thate  was  no  person  present,  however 
aealous,  would  be  readier  than  himself,  to 
resist  and  •  crush  any  attempt  of  that  na- 
lare  in  the  first  instance ;  but  to  come  at 
any  certain  knowledge  of  their  real  senti« 
nents,  it  would  be  proper  first  to  do  them 
joslioe ;  to  treat  them  like  subjects,  before 
they  were  condemned  as  aliens,  or  traitors. 
He  entirely  acquiesced  in  the  sentiments 
ef  hia  noble firiend  (lord  Camden),  that  the 
present  was  not  a  subject  proper  for  nice, 
metaf^aical  discussion;  that  property 
was  a  ttinple  subject,  distinct  ana  uncon-' 
Meted  with  the  variously  complex  ideas 
ia  which  other  questions  relative  to  policy 
were  inevitably  involved;  that  he  still  re- 
anbed,  and  ever  should  continue  of  opi- 
aioD,  that  the  right  which  God,  and  na- 
tare,  and  the  eoosUtution,  had  given  a 
Britidi  aiih|ect  to  his  property,  was  tnva- 
liaUy  mahenable,  without  his  own  eon- 
aeat;  and  that  no  power  under  heaven 
cadd  touch  it  without  that  eoosent,  either 
inpfied*  or  expressly  and  directly  given. 
He  treaSed  the  idea  of  taxation,  being  in- 
doied  in  l^^ation,  in  the  most  ludicrous 
terms.  He  contended^  that  they  were  two 
i^paratieos  in  eor  constitution  totally  dis- 
lA^  and  foreiga  to  each  other ;  that  the 
Itttcr  phunly  originated  from  the  power 
veMed  m  the  legSative  great  council,  to 
caatrool,  direct,  and  watch  over  the  in- 
tacite  of  the  whole  society,  by  way  of  re- 
VMeik  and  aoereioa,  for  the  common 


benefit,  whQe  the  former  was  inseparably 
connected  with  property,  and  must  for 
ever  suit  itself  to  the  true  nature  and  dis- 
position of  property  in  generaK 

Lord  Tim$iikend  desired  several  Acts 
of  his  present  Majesty  might  be  read.  He 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  some  of  them 
were  neariy  connected  with  the  Act  of 
Navigation  P^m^  >n  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  2nd.  The  resolutions  of  the  Ame- 
rican congress  condemning  those  Acts, 
shewed,  he  saki,  that  the  views  of  America 
are  not  confined  to  the  redress  of  griev- 
ances, real  or  imagipary,  but  are  imme- 
diately directed  to  the  total  overthrow  of 
that  great  palladium  of  British  commerce, 
the  Act  of^Navigation;  The  question  was 
not  now  barely  a  question  of  revenue; 
but  whether  that  great  coraaercial  system, 
on  which  the  strength  and  prosperTty  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  mutual  interests  ef 
both  countries,  vitally  depended,  should 
be  destroyed,  in  order  to  gratify  the 
foolishly  ambitious  temper  of  a  turbulent 
ungrateful  people.  He  contended  strongly 
if  concessions  of  thiit  nature  were  to  be 
made,  restrictions  taken  off,  and  trade  al- 
lowed to  flow,  in  what  was  called  its  na« 
tural  channels,  Ireland,  who  helped  to  man 
our  fleets  and  armies;  who  had  contri- 
buted so  generously  and  freely  to  the 
common  support ;  who  had  so  cheerfully 
assisted  in  alleviating  our  burthens;  was 
much  better  entitled  to  it  than  America. 

The  Earl  of  Roehford  was  for  firm  aad 
decisive  measures.  To  retreat,  he  insist- 
ed, was  to  be  vanouished :  and  condemned 
those  who  were  lor  conceding  at  this  cri- 
tical juncture.  The  unity  of  the  British 
empire  should,  in  his  opinion,  supersede 
every  inferior  consideration,  because  on 
that  its  prosperity,  stability  and  external 
grandeur  immediately  depended.  He  dis- 
claimed, in  the  name  of  the  King's  minis- 
ters, all  imputations  and  iosinuationa 
thrown  out  by  a  noble  lord.  He  said  he 
believed  the  general  was  as  little  censur- 
able as  they  were,  -and  that  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  decide  on  that  gentleman'e 
eondect  at  so  great  a  distance,  and  with- 
out knowing  the  motives  that  led  to  it 

Earl  Gawer  was  well  informed,  that  the 
knguage  now  held  by  the  Americans^  was 
the  language  of  the  rabble  and  a  few  fac- 
tious leaders;  that  the  delegates  at  the 
congress,  were  far  from  expreflsiM  the 
true  sense  of  the  respectable  part  or  their 
constituents;  that  in  many  places  they 
were  chosen  by  a  kind  of  force,  in  which 
the  people  of  conseqaenoe  were  ifiraid^  up- 
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'  proteeted  a$  they  weroi  to  interpose;  and 
•  w'!ere  it  was  otherwiae,  tbey  T;;:re  boroe 
^owi}  by  faction  in  some  liistauces^and  per* 
verted  by  the  modt  TaLe  niisrepresentBtioos 
in  ptljere ;  that  taking  it  In  either  liglit, 
the  .measures  proper  to  be  pursued  by 
Great  Britain  were  plain,  and  did  act  ad* 
XDit  of  the  Jeast  controversy;  for  either, 
said  lus  lordship,  they  are  disposed  as  I 
have  noi7  represented,  or  they  are  iiot : 
if  tiiey  are,  they  deserve  our  utmost  pro* 
tectioa ;  if  they  are  not,  ire  should  exert 
end  strain  every  nerve  to  make  them  sub- 
.  xniu    I  have  all  along  been  of  that  opinion. 
I  now  avow  it ; :  and  be  the  event  what  it 
may,  I  never  mean  to   shrink  from  the 
coufiequedces  of  an  advice  which  I  aio 
;  proud  to  ov7n* 
.  The  Marquis  of  llocJcinghdm  observed, 
that  as  ministry  had  avowed  an  intention 
of  sending  out  more  troops  to  Boston,  and 
aa  tliat  wa ;  a  measure  totiJly  repugnant  to 
his  plan  of  reconciliation,  lie  was  glad  of 
an  opportuniiyof  resisting  that  miscliievous 
and    dangerous   denign  of  governing  the 
colonies  by  force.    He  said  that  the  troops 
.which  had  so  idly  been  seat  thither,  were 
by  their  instructions  left  in  sd  disgraceful 
I  a  state,  that  he  wichcd  them  recalled  with 
.the  utmost  possible  dispatch ;  and  conse- 
quently he  must  be  averse  to  the  designs 
administration  entertained,  of  further  ex- 
posing cur  troops  to  shame  and  disgrace ; 
and  of  course  he  joined  the  motion  for 
;their  recall.    He  expressed  pretty  strongly 
.his  adherence  to  bis  old  opinion  of  the 
:pfopriety  of  the  Declaratory  Act,  which 
Jie  seemed  to  consider  as  necessary  to  the 
dominion  of   this    country,  and  no  way 
hurtful  to  the  freedom  of  America;  but 
he  reserved  himself  to  a  more  proper  sea- 
son for  debating  that  principle,  only  in- 
^istin^  that  the  congress  had  expressed  no 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Declaratory  Act ; 
iMid  he  thought  it  needless  to  give  them 
•  nore  than  they  desired. 

The  Duke  ulikkmond  supported  lord 
Chatham's  motion  with  firmness,  and  an- 
swered his  adversaries  with  accuiacy  and 
pvecisioD.  He  contrasted  very  happily 
the  Btubbomess  of  ministry  in  refusing  to 
luive  the  least  feeling  for  the  miseries  and 
complaints  of  British  subjects,  while  they 
-were  all  awake  and  full  of  attention  to  thje 
40Mt  arrogant  expectations  of  foreign 
^powers;  and  then  mentioned  the  fiBu:t 
stated  by  count  de  Guines  in  his  Meniio- 
rial»  that  the  Enfflish  miiMstrj,  in  the 
question  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  had 
Jfi^Bed  to  dismn  fint. 


The  Earl  of  Rodififfd  deciarfd,  Asl 
upon  his  honour  and  consciencet  he  be- 
lieved count  de  Guines  innocent  oif  them* 
famous  charge  laid  against  him;  that  as  ts 
disarming  first,  the  count  was  mistakes; 
for  that  long  before  he  (lord  Rochfbrd) 
had  made  the  proposal  of  disarming^  ho 
had  received  a  letter  from  lord  Haroourti 
informing  him,  th^t  the  French  had  begn 
to  disarm  ;  that  the  proposal  he  niads 
about  disarming,  was  to.do  it  reciprocaliy, 
at  a  given  ti4ne ;  that  the  object  of  the  a^ 
mament  being  at  an  end,  form  was  sol 
necessary  as  to  the  period  of  disamiog, 
more  especially,  as  from  all  his  adviooi 
frqm  the  King's  mtoisten  abroad,  botli 
the  French  and  Spaniards  had  first  begw 
to  disarm. 

Lord  We^ftnotUh  opposed  the  motion. 
He  was  fpr  sending  tropps  to  Amerieii 
but  held  himself  disengaged  from  co^ops^ 
rating  with  administration,  till  he  was  fiulj 
acquainted  with  the  whole  train  of  mea- 
sures thcv  proposed  to  adopt,  digested  into 
one  perfect  system ;  addmg,  that  in  his 
present  (>tate  of  mind,  ai^d  want  of  proper 
knowledge,  he  did  not  know  if  be  sbowd 
even  be  for  augmenting  the  preseat  milt- 
tary  force  under  genersi  Gage. 

The  House  divided ;  18  contents,  sod 
G8  non-contents.  The  minority  wen^ 
Dukes  of  Cumberland,  Richmond,  Port^ 
land,  Manchester.  Marc^is  of  RockiDg- 
ham.  Earls  Thanet,  Abingdon,  Fitzwu* 
liam,  Tankerville,  Stanhope,  Spenoer, 
Chatham.  Bishop  of  Exeter.  L<m^ 
Camden,  Wycombe,  Ponsonby)  Soodc^ 
Grosvenor* 

Debate  in  the  Ctnamone  on  the  PetUifM 
nf  the  Merchants  of  London  and  Bristol 
Jar  Reconciliation  pnth  America.!  Jan.  88* 
Mr.  Alderman  Hayley  said  he  had  a  pel^ 
tion  fcon  the  meccaonts  of  the  city  « 
London  concerned  in  the  cemmerce  to 
.North- America,  to  that  honourable  Houi^ 
and  desired  leave  to  present  the  iSOii| 
which  being  giveo,  it  was  brought  up  ssd 
read,  setting  forth ; 

«  That  the  petitioners  are  all  esseoliaUy 
interested  in  tiie  trade- to  North- Aroericif 
either  as  exporters  and  importers,  or  s> 
venders  of  British  and  foreiga  goods  W 
exportation  to  that  country;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  exported,  or  sold  Mr 
exportation,  to  the  British  coloniei  ^ 
North- America,  very  large  quantities  « 
the nvanu&cture  of  Gieat  Britainand ire* 
landi  and  in  particular  the  sl«ile«articlsi 
of  woollen,  ixoD,  and  iiMDf  also  dHM^^ 
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eottMi,  nXiCf  leather,  pewter,  tin,  copper, 
Hid  bran,  with  almost  every  BritUh  ma- 
ni&ctare;  also  large  quantities  of  foreign 
liaeos  aad  other  articles  imported  into 
theie  kiogdoms,  from  Flandera,.  HoHand, 
Genuny,  the  East  Countries,  PiHTtugal, 
^UQ,  and  Italy,  which  are  generally  re» 
ceived  from  those  countries  m  return  for 
fintish  manufactures ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tiooecs  have  liliewise  exported,  or  sold  for 
ttpoptation,  great  quantities  of  tlie  variSous 
jpecies  of  goods  imported  into  this  king* 
aumfroai  the  East-Indies,  part  of  whidi 
•isceiie  additional  maau&cture  in  Great 
Briuin;  and  that  the  petitioners  receive 
nturini  from  North- America  to  this  king- 
dom directly,  viz.  pig  and  bar  iron,  timber, 
•Uvea,  oaval  stores,  tobacco,  rice,  iudico, 
deer  apd  other  skins,  beaver  and  furs, 
ttaia  oil,  whalebone,  bees  wax»  pot  and 
fcsrl  ashes,  drugs,  and  dying  woods,  with 
mat  ballioo,  and  ako  wheat  flour,.lRdkin 
Cora  aod  salted  provisions,  when,  on  ac- 
touot  of  scarcity  in  Great  Britain,  those 
articles  are  permitted  to  be  imported ;  and 
.tlist  the  petitioners  receive  returns  cir- 
caitsosly  from  Ireland  (for  flax  seed,  &c 
exported  from  North  America)  by  bills  of 
eichaage  on  the  merchants  of  this  city 
toading  to  Ireland,  for  the  proceeds  of 
fineas,  &&  imported  into  th^e  kingdoms 
iw©  the  West  Indies ;  in  return  for  pro- 
naons,  lumber  and  cattle,  exported  from 
North  Aaaerica,  for  the  use  and  support 
«f  tile  West  India  islands,  by  bilb  of  ex- 
cha&ge  on  the  West  India  merchants,  for 
tite  proceeds  of  sugar,  molasses,  rum, 
couoD,  co&e,  or  other  produce,  imported 
ffwa  those  islands  into  these  kingdoms ; 
Aom  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Flan* 
dm,  Germany,  Holland,  and  the  East 
foaatries,  by  bills  of  exchange  or  bullion 
tt  letarn  for  wheat  flour,  rice,  Indian 
^,  fish,  and  lumber,  exported  from  the 
British  colonies  in  North  America,  for  the 
^  ef  those  caimtries ;  and  that  the  peti- 
toeis  have  great  reason  to  believe,  trom 
«6  beat  informatioos  they  can  obtain,  that 
OD  the  hahmce  of  Uiis  extenshre .  com* 
^rce,  there  is  now  due  from  the  colonies 
J  liorth  America,  to  the  said  city  only, 
*MKWiL  sterling,  and  upwards  4  and 
^  by  the  direct  commerce  with  the  co- 
Mtt)  and  the  circuitous  trade  thereon 
^^pading,  some  thousands  of  ships  and 
*^idsareemployecL  and  man^  thousands 
|K  leaaKn  are  bred  and  maintained,  there* 
^  eacreaaing  the  naval  strength  and 
P^cr  of  Great  Britain;  and  that,  in  the 
}ar  1766,theiia  was  a  great  atagnation  of 


the  oommeree  between  Gr^t  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  in  consequence  of  an  Act  for 

S ranting  and  applying  certain  stam|>> 
uties,  and  other  cluties,  in  the  Britisli  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  by 
which. the  merchants  trading  to  North 
America,  and  the.  artificers  employed  in 
the  various  nianufactures  consumed  in 
those  countries,  were  subjected  to  many 
hardships ;  and  that,  in  Uke  following  year, 
the  said  Act  was  repealed,  under  an  ex^ 
press  dechvation  of  the  legislature,  thai 
the  continuance  of  the  said  Act  would  be 
attended  with  many  inconveniences,  aiobd 
might  be  productive  of  consequences 
greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial  inp 
terests  of  theae  kitigdoms ;  upon  which  re* 
peal,  the  trade  to  the  British  colonies  imp 
mediately  resumed  its  former  flourishing 
state;  and  that  in  the  year  1767,  an  Aot 

gassed  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
^riti^h  colonies  and  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, which  imposed  certain  duties,  to  be 
paid  in  America,  on  tea,  glass,  red  and 
white  lead,  painters'  colours,  paper,  pastes 
board,  millboard,  and  scale-board,  whea 
the  commerce  with  the  colonies  was  again 
interrupted;  and  that  in  the  year  1770, 
such  parts  of  the  said  Act  as  imposed 
duties  on  glass,  red  and  white  lead, 
painters'  colours,  paper,  paste-boar^ 
mill^board,  and  scale-board,  were  re- 
pealed, when  the  trade'  to  America 
soon  revived,  except  in  the  article  of  te% 
on  which  a  duty  was  continued,  to  be 
demanded  on  its  importation  into  Ame- 
rica, whereby  that  oranch  of  our  conip 
merce  was  nearly  lost;  and  that,  in  the 
year  1773,  an  Act  passed,  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  of  customs  on  the 
exportation  of  tea  to  bis  Majesty's  colo- 
nies  er  plantations  in  America,  and  to 
empower  the  commissionerf  of  the  Tr«i^ 
Bury  to  grant  licences  to  the  East  India 
Company,  to  export  tea,  duty  free ;  amI 
by  the  operations  of  those  and  other  lawa^ 
the  minos  €€  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
British  colonies  have  been  greatly  dis» 
quieted,  a  total  stop  is  now  put  to  the  ex^ 
port  trade  with  the  greatest  and  moat  im^ 
portant  part  of  North  America,  the  public 
revenue  ia  threatened  with  a  large  aad 
fatal  diminution,  the  petitioners  wiik 
grievoua  distress,  and  thousands  of  indus- 
trious artificers  and  manufacturers  with 
utter  ruin ;  under  these  alarming  circnm* 
stances,  the  petitioners  receive  no  smaM 
comfort,  from<  a  persuasion  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  newly  delegated 
to  the  most  important  of  all  trosta,  wiU 
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take  the  Whole  of  these  weighty  matters 
into  their  most  serious  consideration ;  and 
therefore  praying  the  House,  that  they 
will  enter  mto  a  fiiU  and  immediate  exa- 
mination of  that  system  of  commercial 
policy,  which  was  rormerly  adopted,  and 
uniformly  maintained,  to  the  happiness 
and  advantage  of  both  countries,  and  will 
apply  such  healing  remedies  as  can  alone 
lestore  and  establish  the  commerce  be* 
tween  Great  Britain  uid  her  colonies  on 
a  permanent  foundation ;  and  that  the  ' 
petitioners  may  be  heard  by  themselves, 
or  agents,  in  support  of  the  said  petition.*' 

Mr.  Alderman  Hayley  expressed  his 
Irishes  for  a  speedy  reconciliation  with 
America,  and  moved,  '*  That  the  said  Pe- 
^tition  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the  se- 
▼eral  papers  which  were  presented  to  the 
House,  by  the  lord  North,  upon  Thurs- 
day last,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  and 
that  the  petitioners  be  admitted  to  be 
heard  by  tnemselves  or  agents,  before  the 
aaid  committee,  upon  the  said  petition,  if 
they  thmk  fit." 

Sir  W.  Meredith  said,  that  as  the  worthy 
alderman,  whose  rank  stands  so  high,  and 
whose  character  is  so  honourably  distin- 
guished in  the  list  of  merchants,  had  ex- 
pressed his  wishes  not  only  for  a  recon- 
ciliation, but  for  a  speedy  reconciliation 
with  America,  he  submitted  to  his  judg- 
ment, whether  a  speedy  reconciliation  was 
practicable  or  consistent  with  such  a 
length  of  enquiry  as  his  motion  led  to ; 
that  of  all  the  evils  American  merchants 
now  suffer,  suspense  is  the  greatest ;  that 
be  trusted  the  committee  already  ap- 
pointed would  make  the  removal  of  that 
•uspense  the  first  object  of  their  conside- 
ration and  their  care;  at  least  he  hoped, 
that  the  hands  of  government  might  not 
be  tied  up,  nor  the  powers  of  parliament 
TCBtrained  from  givmg  that  speedy  relief 
^ich  the  pressure  of  afiairs  requires; 
that  ^ere  is  still  some  hope  left,  that  the 
flames  in  America  may  be  quenched,  if 
proper  and  effectual  means  are  speedily 
applied  ;  but  the  task  will  every  hour  be- 
come more  and  more  difficult,  and  if  pro- 
tracted to  the  long  period,  which  the  pro- 
Saed  enquiry  may  lead  to,  impracticable, 
e  should  be  very  sorry  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  consequences  of  exposing  the  si- 
tuations of  private  merchants  to  public 
view,  eroecially  at  this  juncture ;  but,  if 
they  really  desired  an  enquiry  into  their 
affiurs,  he  himself  would  giYe  bb  time,  his 


labour,  and  ewry  possible  assistance  to  it ; 
but  hoped,  such  an  enquiry  might'  not  be 
made  use  of  to  defeat  every  good  inteiH 
tion,  and  clog  every  salutary  measure  that 
might  be  proposed  in  the  present  com- 
mittee ;  he  should  therefore  recommend  it 
to  the  House  to  appmnt  a  separate  cooip 
mittee  for  the  consideration  of  the  bmt* 
chants'  peti^on,  and  for  that  purpoae 
move  an  Amendment,  to  leave  out,  be- 
tween the  word  *  of  and  the  word  *  com- 
mittee,' the  word  « the,'  and  insert '  a'  in- 
stead thereof;  and  to  leave  out  the  worda 
*  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the 
several  papers  which  were  presented  to 
the  House  t>y  the  lord  North,  upon  Thora^ 
day  last,  by  nb  Majesty's  command.' 

Mr.  Burke  was  glad  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  talk  of  a  speedy  reconci^ 
liation^  and  therefore  must  conclude  that 
the  price  of  his  bargain  with  the  minisler 
when  he  went  over  to  his  party,  was  a 
speedy  reconciliation;  yet  at  the  saaM 
time  he  was  sorry  to  see  how  knavish  the 
noble  lord  had  been,  for  instead  of  putting 
into  his  hand  the  reconciliatory  measnrea, 
he  had  slipped  into  his  hand  a  wand, 
which  wand  was  now  become  one  of  the 
main  pillars  of  administration.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  how  materially  the  trade 
and  commerce  with  America  ought  I2»  be 
considered  before  any  decisive  steps  were 
taken,  and  declared  himself  totally  ignc^ 
rant  that  the  committee  appointed  for  the 
26th,  were  to  take  into  consideration  the 
papers  only  which  lay  on  the  table;  he 
insisted  that  every  information  possible 
would  add  to  the  dispatch,  and  not  to  die 
delay  of  a  reconciliation;  that  as  the 
nobie  lord  (North)  had  denied  them  the 
opinions  of  persons  on  the  spot,  the  com- 
mittee could  not  receive  more  material  in- 
formation than  from  the  merchants  trading 
thither,  who  were  greatly  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the.  colonies ;  that  if  there 
was  not  time  sufficient  to  settle  the  Ame- 
rican business,  was  not  the  noble  lord  m 
fault  in  adjourning  a  month  to  eat  mince 
pies  and  drink  Christmas  ale,  when  ao 
material  a  question  was  depending?  He 
called  the  proposed  committee  a  Coventry 
Committee,  in  allusion  to  a  well  known 
practice,  by  which  a  troublesome  person 
IS  voted  to  be  sent  to  Coventry,  whereby, 
without  turning  him  out  of  company,  he 
is  wholly  excluded  from  all  attention ;  be 
may  be  ridiculed  and  laughed  at,  and  can- 
not interfere  in  his  own  defence.  He  also 
called  it  a  Committee  of  Oblivion,  con«> 
signiiig^  OTory  thing  the  merchants  oooid 
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a!  to  entire  oblWion.  He  ccmgrata* 
Ihe  minister  on  soch  a  friend  as  sir 
WiliiaiB ;  the  merchante  on  such  an  able 
ad  poverfal  advocate;  the  cabinet  on 
isdi  scouDseUor;  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
DUi  himself  on  such  a  patron ;  and  the 
Kii^  and  parliament  on  the  happiness  of 
kriog  80  respectable  a  person  m  a  situa- 
tioD  to  reciprocally  impart  the  desires  and 
viihesof  either  party  to  each  other.  He 
propheiied  the  mo«t  salutary  effects  from 
10  happy  a  banning.  He  compared  the 
li^t  boo.  gentleman  to  Sampson,  and  the 
amiitera,  and  the  friends  of  the  Declara- 
torr  Act  and  all  the  revenue  Acts,  to  the 
Fhmitines;  and  supposed  himself  to  be 
IotoIt^  in  the  ruin,  which  most  follow 
from  puUinff  down  the  pillars  which  had 
aippoited  tnesystera  of  destructive  policy 
aid  oppression,  which  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  contended  ought  to  have  been  re- 
Mted.  In  a  word,  he  turned,  twisted, 
netamorphosed,  and  represented  every 
tiuDg  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
idraBced  into  so  many  ridiculous  forms, 
dtit  the  House  was  kept  in  a.  continued 
roar  of  laughter. 

^GUAert  EiUot  replied  to  Mr.  Burke, 
nd  IrfMucally  complimented  him;  but 
iKgged  leave  to  differ  from  him,  as  to  the 
Bitter  in  debate.  He  observed,  that  the 
cmniittee  appointed  for  the  26th,  was  in- 
beaded  to  consider  of  the  papers,  in  order 
tocofloe  to  some  speedy  resolution,  suited 
to  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  the  pre- 
leot  situation  of*  affairs  in  America ;  that 
Ae  great  variety  of  facts,  and  mass  of 
Batter,  which  would  come  of  course  under 
coDsideration  in  the  committee,  to  which 
^  petitioo  must  be  referred,  would  be  a 
vork  of  great  and  laborious  toil ;  and  that 
^  views  and  objects  of  the  enquiry,  ori- 
P^ng  with  the  papers,  and  the  petition 
being  totally  distinct  in  their  nature,  the 
determiDations  and  execution  arising  from 
iMtfa  most  be  different.    . 

Mr.  jT.  Townshend  contended,  that  it 
•'Hild  be  fairer  and  more  manly  to  reject 
the^tition  at  once,  than  thus  endeavour 
to  defeat  it;  that  the  pretence  of  appoint* 
Bg  a  committee  was  but  a  mere  evasion  ; 
^  that,  indeed,  as  mueh  had  been  al- 
w>dy  avowed  by  the  right  hon.  member 
vho  proposed  the  amendment,  who  pointed 
!»t  Mvlate  as  the  month  of  June  before 
•  could  be  supposed  capable  of  determin* 
*f  or  coming  to  any  resolution. 

Lord  Clare  was  for  not  submitting  to 
^  Americans  in  the  least,  and  ridiculed 
oe  opinion  of  those  who  said  we  had  a 


right  to  tax  America,  yet  oiight  not  to 
exercise  it.*  He  was  warmfy  for  the 
amendment.  He  said,  if  we  were  reaolved 
to  sacrifice  the  supremaoy  of  parliament, 
he  would  much  readier  consent  to  it  on 
any  other  ground  than  that  which  the  pre- 
sent petition  would  lead  to,  as  this  would 
be  an  inexhaustible  source  of  applications 
of  the  same  nature;  for  whenever  the 
Americans  had  any  point  to  gain,  let  it 
be  ever  so  unreasonable,  all  they  had  to 
do  was  to  refuse  to  pay  their  aebts,  to 
threaten  to  stop  all  commercial  intercourse 
with  us,  and  their  business  would  be  done : 
if  therefore  we  were  to  submit,  let  us 
fairly  give  up  the  point  at  once;  let  us 
sooner  even  become  their  vassals,  than  re« 
main  open  to  demands  which  could  have 
no  bounds,  and  must  be  irresistible,  when 
they  were  brought  forward  in  the  present 
form. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox,  in  favour  of  the  Ame» 
ricans,  repeatedly  called  on  lord  North  to 
know  who  was  the  man  that  advised  the 
late  Acts,  for  it  was  he  who  had  created 
the  disturbances,  it  was  he  who  had  placed 
general  Gage  and  his  troops  in  the  ridi-' 
culous  situation  in  which  tney  were,  and 
it  was  he  who  ought  to  answer  to  his  coun- 
try for  the  mischief  and  expence  that 
might  ensue.  He  attacked  the  minister 
violently ;  pointed  out  his  delays  before 
Christmas,  and  his  speed  after:  he  said, 
the  committee  meant  no  more  than  a  mere 
farce,  to  delude  the  merchants,  as  be  was 
certain  nothing  serious  was  intended. 

Lord  t/.  Cavendish  was  for  the  petition 
being  heard  with  the  papers,  and  con- 
demned lord  North  for  his  behaviour  in 
bringing  in  estimates  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  before  he  knew  the  expence 
which  would  be  necessary ;  that  it  was  a 
deceit  to  the  country  gentlemen,  who  re- 
tired into  the  country  satisfied  with  the 
estimate  at  first,  and  who  never  imagined 
there  would  be  any  further  sum  reouired : 
that  the  noble  lord  was  presseil,  ana  ought 
to  have  laid  before  the  House  the  papers 
before  the  holidays,  as  he  was  desired. 

Lord  North  defended  the  delay  before 
the  holidays  chiefly  on  two  grounds :  first, 
for  want  of  necessary  information;  se- 
condly, because  he  understood  from  se- 
veral persons,  who  pretended  to  know  it, 
that  the  address  from  the  continental  con« 
gress  to  the  King,  was  of  that  conciliatory 
nature  as  to  make  way  for  healing,  lenient 
measures.  As  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  besides  repeating  the  very  great 
delays  which  the  matters  containea  in  the 
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petition  would  probably  oocflsion^  it  coold 
nolt  with  the  least  colour  of  propriety,  be 
ooDsidered  with  the  papers;  one  beiog 
simply  an  object  of  commerce,  the  other 
clearly  a  matter  of  policy.  He  said,  his 
reason  for  not  laying  the  papers  before  the 
House  sooner  .was,  on  account  of  what 
the  Americans  called  a  congress,  but  what 
he  called  an  illegal  and  reprehensible 
meeting,  not  being  Rnisbed ;  and  that  he 
was  informed  a  petition  .would  be  sent 
from  them  to  the  throne,  which  would  re- 
concile all  matters  in  an  amicable  manner. 

Sir  George  Macartneif  was  severe  against 
the  Petition,  though,  he  said,  he  wished 
to  be  thought  a  friend  to  so  respectable 
a  body  as  the  petitioners :  petitions  were 
generally  framed,  he  said,  and  brought 
about  by  some  interested  persons  who 
bad  artince  enough  to  induce  others  to 
sign  them. 

Captain  LuttrdL  I  have  listened  with 
attention  to  this  debate,  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving  such  instruction  as  might  enable 
me  to  judge  which  way  of  acting  will  be 
most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  Ame- 
rica and  this  country.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to 
find  such  a  variety  of  opinions  prevail 
amongst  us,  as  makes  it  very  difficult  to 
determine  what  measures  are  likely  to 
prove  the  most  salutary ;  but  being  nei- 
ther willing  to  be  led  astray  by  the  oratory 
of  one  man,  or  the  party  zeal  of  another, 
I  feel  a  wish  to  consider  this  petition  on 
the  day  moved  for,  and  to  pursue  an  opi- 
nion I  have  adopted  from  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  Americans,  their 
country,  and  their  coasts.  Sir,  that  the 
colonies  are  inseparably  united  to  the  im- 
perial crown  of  this  realm,  I  trust  will 
never  be  denied  by  the  friends  of  either 
clime;  but  though  it  has  been  asserted, 
America  can  subsist  without  our  com- 
merce, 1  believe  nobody  will  say,  she  can 
flourish  without  our  protection.  If  we 
abandon  her  to  her  present  miserable  si- 
tuation, she  must  soon  sue  to  us  or  to 
some  other  power  for  succour.  Insecure 
in  their  lives  and  properties,  the  Ameri- 
cans must,  ere  long,  experience  the  flital 
consequences  of  being  exposed  to  the  de- 
predations of  marauders  and  lawless  ruf- 
fians; they  will  soon  cry  aloud  for  the 
re-establishment  of  those  ludicial  authori- 
ties that  have  been  imprudently  overturn- 
ed, and  which  are  necessary,  not  only  to 
the  welfare,  but  to  the  very  existence  of 
the  subject,  among  the  rudest  nations  of 
the  globe.  Sir,  1  fear,  indeed,  the  Ame- 
ricans at  tliis   hour  cannot  properly  be 


styled  the  most  civilized  people  in  the 
known  world ;  but  an  unfortunate  &tality 
seems  to  have  awaited  that  unhappy  coun- 
try for  a  series  of  years  past.  The  late 
war  was  scarce  at  an  end,  before  you  put 
a  total  stop  to  their  trade  with  the  Spaiush. 
West  Indies.  ^Tis  true,  it  was,  strictly 
speaking,  illicit,  but  it  was  very  beneficial 
to  tliem,  for  from  thence  they  got  theif 
specie.  Then,  Sir,  as  if  yon  meant  to  add 
insult  to  bad  policy,  no  sooner  had  yoa 
deprived  them  oi  the  means  of  assistiDg 
you,  but  you  ungenerously  imposed  the 
right  of  taxation.  Sir,  if  such  a  power  is 
vested  in  the  British  parliament,  I  think 
you  have  mistaken  the  season  to  exerdae 
it ;  but  I  never  can  consider  that  we,  who 
are  many  of  us  strangers  to, the  resouroeii 
of  that  country  and  its  produce,  are  cobh 
petent  judges  which  of  tlieir  commodities 
can  best  bear  the  burden  of  taxation. 
Sir,  those  that  are  acquainted  with  Aoie' 
rica  know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  from  Rhode 
Island  northwards  they  have  no  mooej; 
that  their  trade  is  generally  carried  on  by 
barter,  from  the  most  opulent  merchani^ 
to  the  necessitous  husbandman.  Sir,  be- 
fore your  fleet  and  armies  visited  their 
coasts,  you  might  almost  as  soon  have 
raised  the  dead  as  100^.  in  specie  from  any 
individual  in  the  province  of  the  Massacbu- 
set's  Bay.  Then,  Sir,  let  us  suppose  the 
Americans  to  be  the  most  tractable,  the 
most  loyal  of  all  the  King's  subjects,  with 
every  good  inclination  to  pay  obedience  to 
the  mandates  of  the  mother  country, 
where  are  their  abilities  to  comply  with 
your  present  demands  ?  ^or  my  part,  I 
know  but  one  method  by  which  you  can 
possibly  put  America  into  a  situation  to 
assist  this  country ;  agree  with  her  upon 
a  fair  and  certain  subsidy  to  be  paid  you 
annually;  wait  with  patience  the  arrival 
of  her  merchandizes  here,  and  the  sale  of 
them  also ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  tiieir 
money  will  he  forthcoming  to  pay  you* 
Sir,  such  are  my  present  sentinoents  with 
respect  to  the  situation  of  our  colonies  at 
this  important  crisis ;  but  I  will  hopeJor 
better  days,  and  better  information;  be- 
cause I  wish  to  be  convinced  that  neither 
America  nor  this  country  are  in  danger 
of  being  undone. 

Lord  Stanletf^  for  a  young  speaker,  ac- 
quitted himseh  very  decently.  He  expa- 
tiated largely  on  the  legislative  supre- 
macy and  omnipotence  of  parliament; 
spoke  much  of  treason,  rebellion,  coer- 
cion, and  firmness ;  and  insisted,  that  if 
we  gave  way  to  their  present  temper  the 
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oPOMqooee  vouU  prob«bly  be,  their  de« 
ffiog  a  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Act,  and 
nevy  other  Act  on  our  statute  books  that 
la  die  least  degree  affected  them* 

Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Inme,  also  spoke 
for  the  Amendment ;  governor  Johnstone 
and  alderman  Sawbridge  i^nst  it.  The 
Hook  divided :  for  the  Amendment  197r 
i|aiB8tit8l. 

Mr.  Bwrke^  then,  in  avery  severe  speech, 
vbich  he  pointed  chiefly  at  lord  North, 
oondemiiea  the  behaviour  of  adminittra- 
IJOQ  in  this  business ;  declaring  that  they 
Inil^  for  decency's  sake,  admitted  the  pe- 
tjtioB,  yet  had  determined  that  it  should 
sever  he  heard.  He  said,  he  had  a  pe- 
tjboo  in  his  hand  from  the  principal  mer- 
chiBta  in  Bristol  trading  to  America ;  yet, 
IS  be  found  there  were  two  committees 
Bov,  the  one  for  hearing  evidence,  the 
•ther  for  burying  petitions,  he  plainly  saw 
b  petition  would  share  the  fate  of  the 
sdier,  snd  be  buried  in  oblivion,  though 
lot  in  sure  and  certain  h<^e8  of  a  joyful 
moRection;    that  Jiis  worthy  colleague 

2r.  Crager)  had  likewise  a  petition  of 
merchants  of  Bristol  to  present,  but  it 
vould  go  to  the  silent  committee,  and  the 
Arse,  he  imagined,  would  be  left  to  sleep 
tsgether.  He  concluded  with  asking 
we  to  present  bis  petition,  which  being 
innted,  he  made  the  same  motion  as  Al- 
lernisn  Hayley,  for  its  being  referred  to 
the  coamittee  on  the  26th. 

Lord  Sorth  objected  to  it,  as  it  did  not 
deare  to  be  heard :  he  observed,  it  could 
not  be  of  any  information. 

Mr.  Bwrke  replied,  the  noble  lord  bad 
Ejected  to  one  petition  because  it  desired 
to  be  heard,  to  the  other,  because  it  did 
sot  desire  to  be  beard :  but  nothing  was 
to  be  expected  from  him  but  blunders  and 
JBcoQsiBtencies. 

Lord  North  said,  it  was  impossible  for 
liinto  have  foreseen  the  proceedings  in 
Aiaeijca  respecting  the  tea;  that  the 
ditjhad  been  quietly  collected  before; 
tlttt  the  great  quantity  of  tea  in  the  ware- 
looses  ef  the  East  India  Company,  as  ap- 
plied by  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, made  it  necessary  to  do  some- 
^  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company ; 
tsst  it  was  to  serve  them,  that  9^.  in  the 
fovid  weight  drawback  was  allowed ;  that 
^vos  impossible  for«  him  to  foretel  the 
Americans  would  resist  at  being  able  to 
wsk  their  tea  at  9i.  in  the  pound  cheaper. 

Governor  Johnttonp  said,  he  got  up 
■tvely  to  speak  to  a  matter  of  lact;  that 
weottldBat  siistiUaiid  hear  th^  noble 
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lord  plume  himself  on  actions  which,  of  all 
others,  were  most  reprehensible  in  this 
train  of  political  absurdities.  That  it  was 
unbecoming  the  noble  lord  to  allege  that 
this  dangerous  measure  was  adopted  to 
serve  the  East  India  Company,  when  it 
was  notorious  the  Company  had  requested 
the  repeal  of  the  SJ.  per  pound  in  Ame- 
rica, and  felt  and  knew  the  absurdity  of 
giving  a  drawback  here,  and  laying  a  duty 
there :  a  perfect  solecism  in  commerce  and 
politics.  That  the  East  India  Company 
offered  their  consent,  that  government 
should  retain  6d*  in  the  pound  on  the  ex« 
pNortation,  if  the  Sd,  was  remitted  in  Ame- 
rica. That  the  noble  lord  had  been  re- 
quested and  intreated,  by  the  governor 
himself,  in  his  place,  to  remove  the  cause 
of  dispute,  and  was  foretold  .  the  con« 
sequence  of  persevering  in  error.  That 
the  noble  lord  had  shewn,  by  his  conduct, 
he  was  neither  financier,  nor  politician,  or 
infatuated  with  those  about  him.  That 
the  East  India  Company  presented  tbo 
happiest  opportunity  which  could  have 
offered  for  removing  with  credit  the  cause 
of  difference.  The  noble  lord  himself  had 
confessed,  in  repealing  the  other  articles 
in  the  original  Act,  that  the  tea  was  aa 
much  an  anti- commercial  tax  as  any  of 
those  which  were  repealed  on  that  prmci* 
pie ;  but  the  authority  of  parliament  being 
disputed,  he  could  not  repeal  all  till  that 
was  fully  acknowledged.  Here,  then, 
sprung  the  happiest  occasion  of  doing 
right,  without  injuring  the  claims  on  either 
side.  The  East  India  Company  ask  s 
their  situation  required  the  relief.  It 
could  not  be  alleged  it  was  done  at  the 
instance  of  American  discontent*  But  the 
golden  bridge  was  refused :  new  contriv* 
ances  were  set  on  foot  to  introduce  the  tea 
into  America.  I  know,  said  he,  the  vari-« 
ous  intrigues,  solicitations,  and  counter* 
solicitations,  that  were  used  to  induce  the 
chairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  Cora* 

Q,  to  undertake  this  rash  and  foolish 
less.  I  protested  against  it,  as  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  their  monopoly. 
Yet  the  power  of  ministry  prevailed,  and 
the  noble  lord  would  now  cover  all  those 
facts,  which  are  ready,  from  their  conse« 
quences,  to  convulse  the  empire,  and  take 
credit  for  them  as  having  been  done  with 
the  most  innocent  intentions  to  serve  the 
East  India  Company :  when,  on  the  con* 
trary,  it  must  appear  to  every  man,  that 
the  glut  of  tea  m  their  warehouses  was 
chiefly  occasioned  by  the  impolitic  and 
anti-commercial  imposition  of  tnree-pmtoe 
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a  pound  in  America,  which  deprived  them, 
and  still  deprives  them  of  that  great  vent ; 
and  that  the  losses  they  have  since  sus- 
tainedy  by  sending  teas  on  their  own  ac- 
count to  America,  is  likewise  chargeable 
to  administration.  If  this  is  the  manner 
in  which  they  serve  their  friends,  I  desire 
still  to  be  counted  among  the  number  of 
their  enemies. 

On  the  same  question'  bging  put,  whe* 
ther  the  latter  petition  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  26th,  it  passed  in 
the  negative,  192  to  65, 

The  Petition  was  from  the  master,  war- 
dens, and  commonalty,  of  the  society  of 
Merchants  Venturers  of  the  city  of  Bris- 
tol, under  their  common  seal ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  a  very  beneficial  and  en- 
creasing  trade  to  the  British  colonies  in 
America  has  been  carried  on  from  the 
port  of  Bristol,  highly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  said 
city  in  particular ;  and  that  the  exports 
from  the  said  port  to  America  consist  of 
almost  every  species  of  British  manufac- 
tures, besides  isast  Iiidia  goods,  and  other 
articles  of  commerce;  and  the  returns  are 
made,  not  only  in  many  valuable  and  use- 
ful commodities  from  thencej  but  also  by 
a  circuitous  trade  carried  on  with  Irelanii 
and  most  parts  of  Europe,  to  the  great 
emolument  of  the  merchant,  aftid  improve- 
ment of  his  Majesty's  revenue ;  and  that 
the  merchants  of  the  said  port  are  also 
deeply  engaged  m  the  trade  to  the  West 
India  islands,  which  by  the  exchange  of 
their  produce  with  America,  for  provisions, 
lumber,  and  other  stores,  are  thereby  al- 
most wholly  maintained,  and  consequent- 
ly become  dependent  upon  North  Ame- 
rica for  support;  and  tnat  the  trade  to 
Africa,  which  is  carried  on  from  the  said 
port  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  is  also 
dependent  on  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
West  India  islands  and  America ;  and  that 
these  difierent  branches  of  commerce  give 
employment,  not  only  to  a  very  numerous 
body  of  artists  and  manufacturers,  but  also 
to  a  great  number  of  ships,  and  many 
thousand  seamen,  by  which  means  a  very 
capital  encrease  is  made  to  the  naval 
strength  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the 
trade  to  America  has  of  late  years  suffered 
▼ery  considerable  checks,  the  first  of  which 
was  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  levying 
Stamp  duties  there,  which  subjected  the 
merchants  here  to  many  and  great  losses 
and  inconvenienciet,  and  threatened  them 
with  ruin,  from  which  the  repeal  of  that 


Act  in  the  following  year  removed  their 
apprehensions,  and  restored  the  trade  to  its 
former  flourishing  state ;  and  that,  in  this 
prosperous  situation,  the  trade  continued 
till  the  next  year,  when  an  Act  passed 
for  levying  duties  on  glass,  paper,  and 
other  articles,  in  America,  and  it  again 
received  a  considerable  check ;  but  the  re- 
peal of  a  great  part  of  those  duties  revived 
It,  till  the  passing  of  certain  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, and  other  measures  lately  adopted, 
caused  such  a  great  uneasiness  in  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  America,  as  to 
make  the  merchants  apprehensive  of  the 
most  alarming  consequences,  and  which, 
if  not  speedily  remedied,  must  involve 
them  in  otter  ruin  ;  and  the  petitioDers, 
as  merchants,  deeply  interested  in  mea- 
sures which  will  so  materially  affect  the 
commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and  not  less 
concerned,  as  Englishmen,  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  general  welfare,  cannot 
look  without  emotion  on  the  many  thou- 
sands of  miserable  objects ;  who,  by  ths 
total  stop  put  to  the  export  trade  to  Ame- 
rica, will  be  discharged  from  their  manu- 
factures for  want  of  employment,  and  must 
be  reduced  to  great  distress ;  and  the  pe> 
titioners  look  back  with  regret  to  those 
times  in  which  their  trade  suffered  no  in- 
terruption-; but  they  presume  not  to  sug- 
gest any  particular  mode  of  relief  to  the 
House,  in  whose  wisdom  they  place  the 
most  unreserved  confidence ;  they  venturCi 
however^  to  express  their  wishes,  that  the 
former  system  of  commercial  policy  may 
be  taken  into  consideration ;  and  that  the 
destructive  breaches  made  in  their  trade, 
by  the  alarms  to  which  it  has  been  for 
many  years  subject,  may  be  closed,  th« 
peace  of  this  great  empire  restored,  and 
commerce  once  more  fixed  on  themort 
solid  and  permanent  foundation." 

The  otner  Petition  presented  by  Mn 
Cruger,  was  entitled :  A  Petition  of  the 
merchants,  traders,  manufacturers,  ftD» 
others,  of  the  city  of  Bristol;  setting 
forth, 

««  That  the  trade  to  America,  not  only 
from  this  port,  but  the  whole  kingdoms  (A 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  ;  and  that  the  said  city  u 
highly  interested  in  its  welfare,  as  from 
thence  very  large  quantities  of  every  8pe« 
cies  of  manufacture  are  exported,  where- 
by employment  is  given  to  a  great  number 
of  ships,  seamen,  and  others,  on  which 
manuractures  several  thousand  persons  de< 
pend  for  their  daily  support,  whose  causCj 
from  motives  of  humanity,  excluiite  « 


181] 


JorJtecenciUatum  toUh  America, 


A.  D.  1775. 


[182 


erery  advantage  to  themseWe8»  it  becomef 
their  duty  to  submit  to  tliat  tribuoal,  from 
vbeoce  alone  redress  can  be  expected ; 
lod  that  the  trade  of  Uic  West  India  la- 
kodf,  io  all  its  extensive  branchea,  essen- 
tial] j  depends  upon  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, as  many  articles  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  their  inhabitants  are 
only  to  be  had  from  thence»  and  any  stop 
to  the  commerce  and  well-being  of  North 
America  must  mutually  a&ct  the  whole 
ijiteoiy  being  mediately  or  immediately 
coDoected  with, each  other ;  and  that  the 
petitiooers  already  feel  the  unhappy  effects 
of  the  stagnation  of  trade  at  present  sub- 
sistiog,  in  consequence  of  certain  Acts 
made  by  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  cause  all  orders  for  goods  are 
cooDterroanded,  and  the  merchants  in 
danger  of  being  deprived  of  their  returns 
for  those  already  sent ;  and  that,  from  the 
drcuiDgtances  before  recited,  many  thou- 
iands  of  industrious  poor  are  and  will  be 
deprired  of  suhsistance,  and  merchants 
efen  of  the  largest  property  w31  be  re- 
duced ^0  difficulties  in  their  fortunes  and 
credit  heretofore  unknown  to  them;  and 
that,  in  the  present  crisis,  so  very  alarm - 
iog  to  the  interest  of  the  trading  part  of 
theae  kingdoms,  and  in  its  consequences 
to  the  landed  interest,  ever  dependent  on 
etch  other,  they  have  every  reason  to  fear 
>  total  loss  of  Uieir  trade^  and  every  evil 
that  will  attend  an  event  so  much  to  be 
deprecated;  and  therefore  praying  the 
House,  to  take  the  premises  speedily  into 
their  serious  consideration,  to  adopt  such 
measares  as  will  not  only  relieve  them  from 
the  difficulties  which  press  them  on  the 
preseot  exigency,  but  be  a  security  against 
s  return  of  thoae  frequent  interruptions  to 
their  trade  they  have  for  many  years  ex*> 
perienced,  whicli  have  made  destructive 
breaches  in  the  commercial  interefits,  and 
disturbed  the  concord  of  this  great  empire, 
10  that  the  whole  may  be  fixed  on  the 
Bme  solid  basis  which  formerly  united  the 
i&other  country  and  her  colonies." 

Ordered,  to  be  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration d  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  Petition  of  the 
nerchai^ts,  traders,  and  others,  of  Lon- 
don, concerned  in  the  commerce  of  North 
America,  is  referred. 

Jan.  Si.  A  similar  Petition  from  the 
tterdiants  of  Glasgow  was,  on*  a  division 
^  68  against  26,  referred  to  the  same 
CoiDiDittee. 

J^  25.    A  Petition  from  the  merch- 


ants, &c.  of  Norwich,  on  American  af- 
fairs, was  presented  and  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  on  a  division  of  85  to  1 1 ; 
as  was  also  a  Petition  from  Dudley.  On 
this  Petition  the  House  were  going  to 
divide,  but 

Mr.  Burke  said  he  would  not  trouble 
the  noble  lord  and  his  train  to  walk  out 
every  five  minutes  in  funeral  pomp  to 
inter  petitions. 

A  Petition  from  Birmingham,  was  next 
presented,  setting  forth.  That  the  peti- 
tioners  are  apprehensive,  that  any  relaxa» 
tion  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  respect- 
ing the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  will  ul- 
timately tend  to  the  injury  of  the.  com- 
merce  of  the  said  town  and  neighbour- 
hood: and  therefore  the  petitioners  re- 
quest, that  the  House  will  continue  to 
exert  their  endeavours,  to  support  the  au» 
thority  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  over 
all  the  dominions  of  the  crown. 

Lord  North  was  for.  referring  this  peti- 
tion to  the  same  Committee. 

Mr.  Burke  objected,  saying,  this  was 
not  a  petition  concerning  commerce,  it 
was  a  warlike,  blood-thirsty  petition,  and 
desired  to  hear  the  names  ot  the  persons 
who  had  signed^  it  read,  which  was  com.- 
plied  with.  This  petition,  however,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee  as  the  other 
petitions. 

Sir  Georee  Savik  rose,  and  acquainted 
the  House  that  not  understanding  any  busi- 
ness except  the  ballottinff,  was  meant  to 
come  on  that  day,  he  had  left  the  House 
as  soon  as  it  was  over,  but  on  going  homd 
a  Petition  of  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lep,  and 
Mr.  Bollan,  the  three  gentlemen  who  had 
the  direction  of  the  Petition  from  the 
North  American  Congress  to  the  King, 
was  put  into  his  hand  :  he  stated  the 
contents,  which  were,  **  That  the  petin 
tioners  could  explain  and  throwgreat  light 
on  the  Petition  presented  from  the  Con- 
gress to  the  King,  which,  by  his  Majesty'a 
command,  had  been  referred  to  tliat  ho- 
nourable House,  and  therefore  praying 
to  be  heard  on  the  same." 

A  conversation  now  ensued  concerning 
a  point  of  order,  whether  a  petition  could 
be  received  concerning  a  petition  which 
lay  before  the  House,  but  of  which  thev 
could  have  no  possible  knowledge.  This 
conversation  lasted  some  time,  in  which 
lord  North,  Mr.  Rigby,  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, lord  £.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Gas- 
coyne,  wefe  against  the  receiving  it,  com- 
plaining of  the  thinness  of  the  House,  and 
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the  lateness  of  the  hour ;  but  it  was  ablj 
coDtended  that  it  could  be  receivedy  by 
air  George  Savile,  Mr.  Bqrke,  and  Mr* 
T.  Townshend,'  who  all  shewed  the  difier- 
ence  there  was  between  receiving  a  peti- 
tion and  complying  with  its  prayer :  the 
thinness  of  the  House  and  the  late  hour 
they  treated  with  ridicule,  by  reminding 
their  opponents^  that  when  the  question 
was  first  proposed  the  House  was  pretty 
full,  and  it  was  in  the  afternoon.  A  mo- 
tion was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  order 
for  the  point  to  be  discussed,  but  as  the 
House  was  so  thin,  there  being  but  forty 
members  with  the  Speaker,  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Debate  in  tjte  Commons  on  the  ObserV" 
inice  of  King  Charleses  Martyrdom  on  the 
Mth  ofJanuary.'X  Jan.  ^.  Mr.  Gas* 
coyne  moved,  *<  That  the  Chaplain  to  this 
£u>use  do  preach  before  this  House,  at 
Saint  Margaret's,  Westminster,  upon 
Monday  next,  the  30th  January." 

Lord  Folkestone  objected  to  the  mo- 
tion. He  thought  the  observance  of  the 
day  in  the  usual  manner,  a  reflection  upon 
the  Revolution.  When  the  custom  nrst 
prevailed  many  doctrines  were  held  de- 
structive of  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  but 
the  Revolution  had  entirely  reprobated 
the  former,  and  clearly  ascertamed  the 
latter.  He  also  thought  the  observance 
of  the  day  blasphemy  against  our  holy 
religion. 

Mr.  GoKoyne  said,  he  moved  it  because 
Ml  act  of  parliament  required  it. 

Mr.  Bip^  said,  the  act  of  parliament  did 
not  order  any  sermon  to  be  preached. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  contended,  the  ques- 
tion was  not  upon  a  matter  of  opinion, 
but  whether  the  positive  terms  of  an  act 
of  parliament  should  be  obeyed. 

The  Lord  Ma3ror,  Mr.  WUkes^  said, 
that  he  was  for  the  observance  of  the  day, 
not  in  the  usual  manner  by  fasting  and 
prayer  to  deprecate  the  pretended  wrath 
iof  lieaven,  but  in  a  very  different  way  from 
what  some  other  gentlemen  had  proposed ; 
that  it  should  be  celebrated  as  a  festival, 
is  a  day  of  triumph,  not  kept  as  a  fast ; 
that  the  death  of  tlie  first  Charles,  a  de- 
termined enemy  of  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  wlio  made  war  on  his  people,  and 
murdered  many  thousands  of  his  innocent 
subjects^ an  odious,  hypocritical  tyrant, 
wiH>  was,  in  the  great  Milton's  words, 
ipso  Ner  no  neronior — should  be  consi- 
oered  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  public  justice  of 
the  nation,  as  highly  approved  by  hBaveti^ 


and  ought  to  be  had  in  solemn  reroem* 
brance  as  the  most  glorious  deed  ever  done 
in  jthis,  or  any  country,  without  which  ws 
should  at  this  hour  have  had  no  constito* 
tion,  degenerated  into  the  most  abject 
slaves  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  not  go- 
verned by  the  known  and  equal  laws  m  a 
limited  monarchy,  hut  subject  to  the  im* 
perious  will  of  an  arbitrary  sovereign. 

Mr  Byng  reminded  the  House  of  the 
disagreeable  situation  they  were  in  some 
time  ago,  bavins  thanked  Dr.  Nowel,  the 
Speaker's  chapbun,  for  his  sermon  on  the 
SOth  of  January,  and  being  afterward! 
obliged  to  expunge  those  thanks.* 

The  previous  question  being  put,  that 
the  saia  proposed  question  be  now  put; 
the  House  divided.  The  ^oes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

Sir  Francis  Vincent     -    >  |m 
Mr.  Gascoyne    .    .    .    > 
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Tbas| 

>Jn»*  $  ^**^  Folkestone 
^°**  I  Sir  CecU  Wray 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Thea 
the  main  question  being  put ;  the  HooiS 
divided.  The  Teas  went  forth:  Yesi 
1 12— Noes  83.  So  it  waa  resolved  m  As 
affirmative. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Second  P^ 
tition  of  the  Merchants  of  London,']  Jao> 
26.  Mr.  Alderman  Hauley  presented  S 
second  Petition  from  the  merchants  of 
London,  setting  forth, 

<«  That  the  petitioners  have  ever  cod* 
ceived,  that  the  connection  between  Greit 
Britain  and  America  originally  was,  tnd 
ought  to  be,  of  a  commercial  kind ;  sod 
that  the  benefits  derived  therefrom  to  the 
mother  country  are  of  Uie  same  nature; 
and  observing  the  constant  attention  which 
the  British  legislature  had  for  more  than  s 
century  given  to  those  valuable  objedSi 
they  have  been  taught  to  admire  the  re* 
gulations  by  which  that  connection  had 
been  preserved,  and  those  benefits  se* 
cured,  as  the  most  effectual ,  institatioa 
which  human  wisdom  could  have  fraiaed 
for  those  salutary  purposes;  presotm^ 
therefore  on  this  opmion,  and  supported 
by  this  observation,  the  petitioners  repre- 
sent to  the  House,  that  the  fundamental 
policy  of  those  laws  of  which  tbe^  cooh 

{>lain,  and  the  propriety  of  enforcing,  re- 
axing,  or  amending,  the  same,  are  qaet* 
tions  inseparably  united  with  the  cooh 

*  Sea  vol.  Id,  p.  dlS. 


IttJ  tfihe  Mtrehafdi  oflAmdon 

meree  betireen  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
liea ;  and  cooaeqaentlj  that  the  conaide- 
ndoD  of  the  one  cannot  be  entered  on, 
vjthoat  a  full  dbcussion  of  the  other ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  obtenre,  by  the 
votes,  that  a  committee  hath  been  ap- 
pointed, to  take  into  their  consideration 
certain  papers  presented  to  the  House  by 
lord  North  on  Thurtday  the  19th  instant ; 
sad,  bj  the  titles  and  dates  of  the  said 
papers,  and  in  particular  No.  148  and  149 
of  the  same,  the  petitioners  are  warranted 
la  presuming  that  the  said  papers  contain 
BiattenTeapecting  the  present  situation  of 
America,  and  essentialiy  concerning  the 
amtoal  interests  of  the  petitioners  and  that 
country ;  and  that,  unaer  all  these  eircum- 
ilanoes,  the  petitioners  find  reason  sin- 
cerely to  lament  that  the  House  has 
llioaght  fit  to  refer  the  consideration  of 
their  said  petition  to  any  other  committee 
than  that  to  which  the  said  papers  had 
preTionsly  been  referred,  ana  the  peti- 
tioners cooceire  that,  by  the  resolution  to 
wliidi  the  House  hath  come,  respecting 
tffte  reference  of  their  said  petition,  they 
are  abaolately  precluded  from  the  benefit 
af  such  a  hewring,  in  support  of  their  said 
petition,  as  can  alone  procure  them  that 
relief,  which  the  importance  and  present 
de^<»rable  state  of  their  trade  requires ; 
ana  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  their  immediate  consi- 
deration, and  to  direct  that  the  petitioners 
nay  be  heard,  by  themselves  or  their 
agents,  in  support  of  their  said  former 
petition :  and  that  no  resolution  respecting 
America  may  be  taken  by  the  House,  or 
any  committee  thereof,  until  the  peti- 
tioners shall  hare  been  fully  heard  in  sup- 
port of  their  said  petition.'' 

The  regular  method  of  bringing  this 
Petition  before  the  committee  to  whom 
the  American  Papers  were  referred,  was 
to  discharge  the  order  which  had  referred 
the  merchants'  first  Petition  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  27th. 

Mr.  Hai/Uy  therefore  moved,  that  the 
sod  order  be  discharged.  He  resented 
Ae  indignity  and  mockery  put  on  a  great 
My  of  merchants,  in  referring  their  bn- 
lima,  which  was  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion, and  of  the  empire  indeed,  to  a  sepa- 
nae  committee,  whose  object  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  no  more  than  to  form  commer- 
cial regulations,  which  no  petition  had  re- 
S'red  or  asked;  and  which  comntittee 
1  not  a  pretended  concern  in  the  great 
points  of  commercial  policy,  the  ill-con- 
doot  of  wUdi  threatened  a  most  danger- 
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ous  civil  war.  He  expressed  his  fears, 
that  the  rejection  of  the  informations  of 
the  trading  interest,  and  the  precipitate 
hurry  of  resolutions  in  an  uninformed 
committee,  or  informed  only  so  far  as  mi- 
nistry chose,  must  drive  on  a  civU  war 
with  America. 

Mr.  Hoiham  contended,  that  the  order 
should  be  discharged,  and  a  new  one  made 
for  hearing  the  petitioners;  that  on  the 
ground  of  law  it  was  no  more  than  what 
the  petitioners  might  claim  as  a  juridical 
right ;  on  the  grounds  of  justice  and  rea- 
son, the  claim* was  equally  clear  on  the 
one  side,  equally  proper  to  be  granted  on 
the  other;  and  as  to  expediency,  no* 
thing  could  be  more  compatible  with  that 
than  a  hearing  of  the  petitioners,  which 
by  affording  information  to  the  House^ 
might  guide  their  deliberations  in  the  paths 
of  wisdom. 

Mr.  HwM  Stanley  could  not  help 
persuading  himself  that  interested  and 
factious  persons  had  induced  the  mer- 
chants to  sign  these  petitions.  He  ar» 
gued,  with  respect  to  the  impropriety  of 
discharging  the  order,  and  hearing  the 
petitioners,  substantially  thus:  the  only 
end  which  can  be  proposed  in  hearing  tlie 
petitioners  at  the  bar  is  information. 
What  information  could  they  lay  before 
the  House?  Were  they  to  allege,  that 
whilst  die  disputes  between  Grreat  Britain 
and  Anderica  subsisted,  their  trade  would 
undergo  a  temporary  stagnation  I  This 
was  to  say  nottiing  but  what  was  already 
known  ;  it  was  known  that  a  stoppage  of 
trade  would  be  occasioned  by  the  Ameri- 
can disputes ;  there  was  no  question  but 
the  stockholders  and  landed  interest  would 
be  greatly  afiected  by  these  disputes  ;«^ut 
what  of  that  ?  Unless  the  supremacy  of 
parliament  and  the  rights  of  sovereignty 
were  vigorously  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
the  American  traffic  could  not  subsist. 
To  support  the  sovereignty  was  therefore 
to  support  the  trade  6f  Great  Britain  ;  and 
if  in  attempting  this  arduous  task,  our 
commerce  should  be  suspended,  our  funds 
should  sustain  a  shock,  and  the  landed 
property  of  individuals  uhould  experience 
a  diminution,  yet  all  these  were  evils  gen- 
tlemen should  patiently  endure  with  firm- 
ness and  magnanimity;  the  merchants 
should  forego  their  own  interests  for  the 
sake  of  those  permanent  advantages  which 
they  would  undoubtedly  reap  when  the 
Americans  were  subdued,  if,  peradven* 
ture,  a  subduction,  obtained  oy  force, 
should  be  found  expedient. 


187] 


15  GEORGE  III.     Debaia  in  the  Commons  on  a  Second  Petition     [188 


Mr.  Hayley  said,  that  a  committee  of 
three  capital  merchants  had  attended  the 
signing  of  the  petition,  to  prevent  inconsi- 
derable or  improper  persons  from  putting 
their  nanjes  to  it.  He  affirmed  that  no 
undue  means  were  used  to  procure  per- 
sons to  sign  it:  on  the  contrary,  the 
greatest  caution  was  taken :  many  more 
would  have  signed  it,  but  were  prevented, 
either  from  not  being  known  to  be  con- 
perned  in  the  American  trade,  or  from 
being  deemed  too  inconsiderable. 

Mr.  T,  T&vonshend  replied  to  Mr.  Stan- 
ley with  irony,  accepting  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  distress  that  must  fall  on  the 
commerce,  the  landholder,  and  the  stock- 
holder; but  the  place-holder,  said  he,  will 
batten  in  the  sunshine  of  his  country's 
ruin;  no  distress  of  the  public  can  af- 
fect him ;  he  may  talk  at  ease  of  the  pa- 
tience with  which  others  are  to  endure 
ruin.     The  contractors  of  every  kind  may 

})ant  for  a  civil  war ;  but  the  event  of  vio- 
ent  councils  must  shake  to  its  very  foun- 
dation the  public  credit,  on  which  every 
thins  depends. 

Mr.  Lefvois  said  he  had  a  speech  of  an 
hon.  gentleman  ^meaning  Mr.  Burke)  in 
his  hand ;  wherem  the  eloquent  declaimer 
bad  asserted,  that  during  nine  lon^^  years 
we  had  been  lashed  round  the  circle  of 
miserable  argumentation,  without  coming 
to  any  conclusion  on  the  subject.  The 
American  merchants^  he  thought,  came 
too  late;  that  they  ought  not  to  have 
been  silent  so  long ;  and  that  having  so 
long  confided  in  parliament,  they  ought 
to  continue  that  confidence.  He  spoke 
of  the  relation  of  parent  and  child  that 
subsisted  between  ttie  countries ;  he  sup- 
posed ingratitude  in  the  child^  and  wished* 
for  its  chastisement. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  said,  that  parliament  had 
a  right  to  regulate  the  internal  concerns 
of  America.  He  instanced  an  Act  for 
regulating  their  paper  currency ;  and  from 
their  submission  to  that,  he  concluded 
they  ought  to  submit  to  every  act  of  Eng- 
lish legislature.  He  entertained  no  doubt 
that  some  resolutions  for  preserving  the 
Supremacy  would  answer  every  end  of 
the  merchants'  Petition,  and  restore  trade. 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke  treated  the  talk  of 
paper  currency  with  very  little  respect, 
and  said  that  Mr.  Jenkinson's  discourse 
bad  not  the  most  remote  tendency  to 
prove  this,  or  any  other  point.  For  what 
argument  (said  he)  can  be  drawn  from 
the  instance  of  an  Act  to  prevent  paper 
ourrencies,  to  prove  that  the  merchants  of 


London  ought  not  to  be  heard  in  du 
American  committee  i    The  most  depre- 

Sreciated  paper  currency  ever  issued  bj 
Ihode  Island,  in  its  worst  times,  was  not 
more  different  from  good  moi>ey  than  Uui 
talk  from  sound  argument.     The  other 
gentleman  (Mr.  Lewis)  was  sitting  mera^ 
ber  last  parliament.    I  thought  ^he  had  a 
good  right  to  his  seat. ,  1  lamented  that 
the  public  had  for  seven  years  been  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  his  talents;  bat 
suppose  this  had  been  the  same  parliamenl 
whose  acts  he  defends,  and  of  whose  in* 
justice  he  was  the  proto-martyr,  and  that 
he  had  till  the  last  session  beeit  silent,  and 
that  his  modesty  had  persuaded  him  to 
defraud  the-  House  of  the  benefit  of  hii 
talents  to  the  last  hour,  would  that  sep- 
tennial silence  of  his  argue  that  be  ougu 
not  to  be  heard  at  the  end  of  the  sevei 
years,  when  he  at  last  chose  to  ioterfereifl 
the  debates  ^  Then  we  should  have  bieaid 
him  patiently  and  calmly  :   nay,  if  his  ar- 
gument h^d  reouiredan  answer,  we  should 
have  answered  nim.     He  then  turned  to 
sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  who  in  the  former  d^ 
bate  had  argued,  that  the  House  was  air 
ready  perfectly  acquainted  in  general  witli 
the  trade  and  its  importance,  andadmittel 
in  its  full  extent  wnatever  the  merchantt 
could  allege.     He  said  that  this  gentler 
man  was  rather  too  ready  to  take  the  mOf 
sure  of  mankind  from  himself ;  and  became 
he  was  so  ^ery  knowing,  did  not  suffir 
ciently  condescend  to  the  ignorance  ol 
others.      But  whatever    the    knowledge 
of  any  individual  in  the  House  might  bc|j 
there   was    a   great    difference    between 
knowing  and  feeling.     That  the  hon.  gen< 
tleman  could  easily  abstract  and  generfr 
lize  his  ideas  even  to  the  genus  generaiu» 
mum ;   but  the  nature   of   mankind  wsi 
such,  that   general  observations  affected 
their  minds  in  a  slight  and  indistinct  man* 
ner,  when  the  detail  of  particulars,  and  thf 
actual  substcg[ice  of  things,   made  a  mosl 
forcible  impression.     He  illustrated  thif 
by  a  story  of  a  learned  prince,  who  was  ol 
the  same  part  of  the  island  to  which  wi 
owe  the  hon.  gentleman ;  James  the  first 
who,  as  Osborne  tells  the  story,  havifl^ 
ordered  a  present  of  20,000/.  for  one  of  hu 
favourites,  his  treasurer,  a  wary  and  pru< 
dent  minister,  well  read  in  human  nature, 
and  jinowing  how  little  the  general  expres* 
sion  of  thing^  operates,  and  that  the  wordi 
20,000  pounds  were  as  easily  pronounced 
as  20,000  farthings,  contrived  to  place  the 
whole  sum,  in  a  vast  heap  before  the  king^i 
eyes  as  he  passed  to  bis  levee,  in  goM 
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Jicobases;  when  the  king  was  taken  out 
of  hk  geDcraby  and  taw  the  money  itself 
ipread  OQt  before  his  ey^s,  he  was  fright* 
esedatwhat  he  was  about,  and  threw  him- 
kHH  Id  great  agony  on  the  mass  of  gold, 
lad  scrambUng  up  a  handful  or  two,  there, 
aid  he,   '<  ge'en  that,  that's   enough." 
X<nr,  8a(d  he,  if  we  are  to  be  generous  in 
SKrificiog  our  trade  to  our  dignity,  let  us 
kooir  what   the  value  of  the  sacrifice  is 
that  ire  make;   let  us  not  be  generous  in 
the  dark  ;  true  generosity  is  to  give,  and 
lee,  and  know  whatever  we  give.    Let  us, 
tfaeo,  see  this  thing,  this  trade,  we  are  to 
give  op  for  our  dignity.     Your  dignity 
BUT  be  worth  it  all,  but  let  us  be  inform- 
ed by  ihe  merchants  what  all  really  is. 
To  be  generous,  without  knowing  what  we 
give,  is  not  liberality,   but   negligence; 
aad  fearlessness  arising  from  ignorance,  b 
Dot  courage  but  insensibility.     He  said 
tbt  the  reason  given  by  those  who  sent 
tbe  Petitions  to  the  Coventry  Committee, 
far  Dot  referring  them  to  that  on  Ameri- 
can Papers,  was  of  a  most  extraordinary 
and  unheard  of  nature :  it  was,  that  the 
reiolatjons  of  that  committee  were  to  be 
uldy  on  the  grounds  of  policy,  and  that 
the  commercial  examination  would  delay 
tfaemeasares  necessary  for  the  coercion 
of  America.    This  was  to  anticipate  and 
predetarmme  the  future  proceedings  in  a 
committee,  as  a  reason  for  keeping  infor- 
natioD  from    it.    How   did  they  know 
vhat  measures  would  be  pursued  there, 
Mid  on  what  principles  ?    Was  there  any 
inatructioQ  to  the  committee  so  to  confine 
itsdf  >  Or  was  it  that  the  ministry. had  al- 
ready not  only  solved  what  that  committee 
vaa  to  do,  but  reckoned  upon  it  so  much 
n  a  certainty,  and  as  a  matter  so  justifia- 
ble, that  they  did  not  scruple  to  avow  it, 
sod  to  make  it  a  ground  of  argument  for 
vbatthe  House  ought,  or  ought  not  to 
bare  brought  before  iU  committee.    This 
proceeding  he  thought  no  less  alarming 
tban  unprecedented.    If  they  meant  hos- 
^ty,  the  reason  they  gave  for  not  hear- 
>^«as  the  strongest  for  it.     But  as  their 
Jttf  over  must  be  dependent  upon  their 


the  slaughtered  innocents  who  are  ta 
bevictimated  to  the  counsels  of  a  minis- 
try precipitate  to  dye  the  rivers  of  Ame- 
rica with  the  blood  of  her  inhabitants; 
besides  these  disasters,  an  impoverished  re* 
venue ;  famished  millions ;  the  stagnation 
of  manufieictures ;  the  total  overthrow  of 
commerce ;  the  encrease  of  the  poor's  rate ; 
the  accumulation  of  taxes;  innumerable 
bankruptcies ;  and  other  shocks  which  may 
make  the  fabric  of  public  credit  totter  to 
its  basis :  these  were  all  depicted  in  the 
strongest  colours  by  Mr.  Burke.  He  pro- 
fessedly reserved  himself,  however,  for 
that  day  when,  if  properly  supported  by 
the  people,  he  vowed  bv  all  that  was  dear* 
to  him  liere  and  hereafter,  he  would  pur- 
sue to  condign  punishment  the  advisers  of 
measures  fraught  with  every  destructive 
consequence  to  the  constitution,  the  com- 
merce, the  rights  and  liberties  of  this 
country.  ^ 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  his  animated  ha-^ 
rangue  by  quoting  an  instance,  related  in 
history,  of  an  archer  about  to  direct  an  ar- 
row to  the  heart  of  his  enemy,  but  found 
that  in  his  adversary's  arms  was  enfolded 
his  own  child.  This  singular  incident  he 
recommended  with  cautionary  admonition 
to  those  statesmen  who  had  in  contempla- 
tion the  destruction  of  America,  unmmd- 
ful  that  they  could  not  accomplish  so  bane* 
ful  a  purpose,  without  at  the  same  time 
plunging  a  dagger  into  the  vitals  of  Great 
Britain*  Let  your  commerce,  said  Mr. 
Burke,  come  before  you,—* see  whether  it 
be  not  your,  child  that  America  has  in  its 
arms— see  of  what  value  tliat  child  is-— ex- 
amine whether  you  ought  to  shoot ;  and 
if  you  must  shoot,  shoot  so  as  to  avoid 
wounding  what  is  dearest  to  you  in  the 
world.  Without  examining  your  trade 
you  cannot  do  this* 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  spoke  on  the  same 
side.  He  arraigned  in  the  severest  termf» 
the  Acts  of  the  last  parliament,  as  framed 
on  false  information,  conceived  in  weak- 
ness and  ignorance,  and  executed  with 


negligence.  We  were  promised  that  on 
the  very  appearance  of  troops,  all  was  to 
>  and  their  finances  most  depend  |  be  tranquillity  at  Boston,  yet  so  fiir  from 
^B  their  commerce,  the  true  state  of  subduing  the  spirit  of  that  people,  these 
uat  commerce  was  necessary  to  be  known,  troops  were  by  neglect  of  those  who  sent 
f^cciaUy  as  colonies  and  commerce  are  them,  reduced  to  the  most  shameful  situa- 
Biaeparebly  connected.  tion,  and  dishonourably  intrenched  within 

^^ng  thus  pleaded  for  the  necessity^  the  lines   of  circumvalktion,  whidi  a  ne- 
waearing  the  petitioncfrs,  Mr.  Burke  pro-    cessary  precaution  for  their  own  safety. 


^^ed  to  lament  the  national  calamities 
*^  to  befiil  this  devoted  kingdom.  Be- 
"""1  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  besides 


obliged  them  to  form.  That  the  contranr 
efiisct  of  what  the  minister  had  promised^ 
was  foretold  ;  but  that  the'  minuter,  for- 


191]         15  GEORGE  m.     behaie  m  ike  ComHums  6n  a  Seemid  Petkum    [IM 


■oothy  in  his  usual  negligeneef  8?oirad« 
that  when  he  was  purauing  a  neasure  of 
Che  last  degree  of  importaBce«  diough  it 
were  treasonable  in  him,  (the  strength  of 
the  words  he  afterwards  disavowed)  yet 
he  thought  it  would  be  blameable  in  him 
so  much  as  to  enquire  what  the  effects 
were  to  be  of  hu  measures.  He  beliered 
it  was  the  first  time  any  minister  dared  to 
ivow  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  en- 
quire into  the  effects  of  his  ifteasures ;  but 
it  was  suitable  to  the  whole  of  the  noble 
lord's  conduct,  who  had  no  system  or  plan 
of  conduct,  no  knowledge  of  business; 
that  he  had  often  declared  his  unfitness  for 
his  station,  and  he  agreed  that  his  conduct 
justified  his  declaration;  and  that  the 
country  was  incensed,  and  on  the  point  of 
being  involved  in  a  civil  war  by  his  inca- 

Sicity.  He  pledged  himself  to  join  Mr. 
urke,  in  pursuing  him,  and  bringing  him 
to  answer  the  mischiefs  occasioned  by  his 
negligence,  his  inconsistency,  and  his  in- 
capacity: he  said  not  this  from  resent- 
ment, but  from  a  conviction  of  the  de- 
structive proceedings  of  a  bad  minister. 

Colonel  BarrS  began  with  a  short  and 
apirited  history  of  the  late  parliament, 
who,  he  said,  commenced  thehr  political 
life  with  a  violation  of  the  sacred  right  of 
election  in  the  case  of  Middlesex ;  they 
had  died  in  the  act  of  popery,  when  they 
established  the  Ronum  Catholic  religion 
in  Canada;  and  they  had  left  a  reb^on 
in  America  as  a  le^cy.  He  asserted,  in 
fiivour  of  the  Amencans^  that  they  drew  a 
just  and  reasonable  line,  whtdi  had  been 
a  line  of  peace,  end  would  be  so  again,  if 
we  had  sense  enou^  to  return  to  it.  The 
Americans,  he  insisted  on  it,  required  no 
more ;  and  they  had  too  much  justice  on 
their  side,  to  lie  satisfied  with  less.  He 
flatly  denied  that  they  had  objected  to  the 
Declaratory  Act;  and  for  proof  he  refer- 
red to  Mr.  Dickenson^s  pamphlet,  entitled 
'<  A  New  Essay,''  dec.  on  which  he  passed 
the  strongest  eulosium.  He  concluded 
with  a  story  which liis  friend  Mr.  Burke's 
archer  had  pot  him  in  mind  6E;  than 
which  nothing  could  be  more  apposite. 
There  was  another  story,  he  said,  of  the 
iwnous  William  TeU,  who  being  ordered 
to  shoot  an  apple  off  his  child's  head, 
effectually  did  it,  and  the  tyrant  who  had 

Sen  the  inhuman  commaiid,  seeing  him 
m  out  another  arrow,  said  to  htm, 
^  What,  another  arrow  ?"  ^  Oui,  dit-il, 
fl  y  a  uae  autre ;  et  c'est  pour  toi,  tyran, 
deatini6e.^'  Yes,  tyrant,  another  acrow, 
aad  it  is4estinedfar  tfaee  i 


Mr.  Solicitor  Geoeml  fVMerbum  wtnt 
upon  a  proposition  of  quieting  the  qisn 
chants,  by  passing  a  law,  obliging  the  se- 
veral provinces  in  America  to  pay  the  rs- 
saeetive  debts  due  by  the  inbabitaots  of 
the  said  provincest  to  the  merchaats  of 
diis  country. 

Lord  North  said  the  question  had  been 
so  full^  dkcussed,  that  it  would  be  pie- 
sumption  in  him  to  rise  at  that  late  hour 
of  the  night,  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence 
of  the.  House ;  he  should  therefore  dedioe 
it:  but  he  thought  it  nevertheless  incum- 
bent on  him,  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to 
some  insinuations,  and  some  geneitl 
charges  made  against  him  by  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  [Messrs.  Burke  and  Fox.] 
He  observed,  that  those  gentlemen  con- 
stantly made  a  point,  not  even  of  attack- 
ing, fcHit  threatening  him.  As  to  general 
dmrges,  he  could  only  answer  them  in  ge- 
neral terms ;  and  when  that  black,  bitter, 
trying  day  should  come,  which  had  been 
prophesied  by  one  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
that  he  should  bring  any  particular  charge 
against  him,  he  trusted  he  should  be  aue 
to  give  it  a  jMUticular  answer.  As  to  the 
other,  who  found  so  many  causes  of  cen- 
sure, and  who  disclaimed  aU  resentmei^ 
he  was  suae,  though  he  now  discovered  in 
him  so  much  incapacity  and  negligence^ 
there  was  a  time,  when  he  approved  of  rt 
leaat  some  part  of  his  conduct. 

Lord  George  Germaine  began  with  s 
justification  of  the  last  parifament ;  and  in- 
sisted that  in  their  proceedings  towsrdi 
America,  they  had  gone  upon  sufficient 
information.  He  made  a  strong  declsais* 
tion  on  dignity.  His  lordship  mentioned 
tte  Declaratory  Act,  professing  not  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  those  who  denied  our 
right  to  tax  America,  but  to  those  who 
fiivoured  that  Act ;  ihey,  his  lordship  in- 
sisted,  were  bound  to  siipport  the  ides  ot 
subduing  America ;  the  confession  of  die 
right  implied  the  propriety  and  neceesi^ 
of  exercising  it.  If  the  Americans,  psint* 
ing  the  late  Acts  out  as  a  grievanc^ 
would  petition  for  tiieir  repeal,  be  wovld 
stretch  forth  the  first  hand  to  present  it; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  claimed  sodi 
repeal  as  a  right,  thereby  dieting  the 
authority  of  the  mother  countr^r,  which  no 
reasonable  man  ever  called  in  <iu<estt00| 
he  wished  the  said  Acts  might  be  enforoed 

with  a  Roeaan  severity. 

Mr.  Far,  in  raply  to  Jord  North,  ••»« 
That  my  private  resentmenU  ha»e  iwtjjj 
leoted  my  public  conduct,  wiU  be  rasdaf 
faelievadt  mbm  I  might  have  lopf  9Bm 


m 


tfihe  MenkanU  ofLondom* 
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Jtttljr  dialled  the  noble  lord,  with  the 
■mt  onexampled  treachery  and  falshood. 
—Here  Mr.  tox  waa  called  to  order,  atid 
the  Houfe  grew  damorous.  He  ftat  down 
tvice  or  thrice,  and  oo  rising  each  tianey 
Rpettcd  the  same  words;  but  at  length, 
SBBuring  the  House  he  would  abstain  from 
everj  thing  personal,  he  was  permitted  to 
proceecL  He  then  repeated  his  former 
cfaai^  of  neglicence,  incapacity,  and  in- 
conwteDcy;  and  added,  that  though  he 
at  one  time  approved  of  part  of  the  noble 
kid's  conduct,  he  never  approved  of  it 
ill;  of  which  a  stronger  proof  could  not 
be  given,  than  that  he  differed  from  him. 
He  charged  all  the  present  disputes  with 
America,  to  his  negligence  and  incapadtv, 
tod  iostaoced  his  inconsistency  in  tfie 
cne  of  the  Middlesex  election.  It  was 
tnie,  he  said,  the  noble  lord  bad  often  con- 
ftned  bis  incapacity,  and  from  a  con- 
idousDess  of  it,  pretended  a  willingness 
toredgn;  but  the  event  had  proved  that 
vbtever  bis  consciousness  might  have 
bjBei,hisiove  of  the  emoluments  of  office 
liadcoiDpletdy  conquered  it. 

Lord  N(/rth  replied,  that  the  high  post 
JK  now  occupied  was  not  of  his  own  seek- 
ingi  but  was  submitted  to,  because  he 
wngfat  it  his  duty  to  obey  the^commands 
hid 00 him;  that  whatever  interpretation 
ttigbt  be  put  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
oMo,  he  wdl  knew,  that  it  was  no  desire  of 
kit  to  retain  his  present  situation :  that 
dnt  hoo.  gentleman  was  no  stranger  to 
W  he  had  been  tried  on  many  cridod 
^otanons,  particularly  when  we  were 
llfestened  with  a  Spanbh  war,  in  the  af- 
6in  of  the  East  India  Company,  &c. 

Mr.  Burke  rose  to  explain,  but  the 
<^*nioar  and  call  to  order  was  so  great 
t^  be  was  obliged  to  sit  down  unheard ; 
to  Qie  his  own  words,  in  a  "  torrent  of 
cttdoiir,  and  a  storm  of  moderation.'* 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  motion 
for  the  discharge  of  the  order.  The  Yeas 
veat  forth. 

Tellers. 

Y*A8JS'-d^^^™*"*^*y'^y  •  I   89 
c  Mr.  Byng       .     -     -    .   J    ""^ 

«-iS;:?"4'rr  :  :  :  :  \^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.     AAer 
vhicb  the  Petition  was  ordered  to  Jie  on 
'  tte  table.. 

Sr  George  Savile  presented  a  Petition 
mm  WiOiua  Bollao,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
^  Arthur  Lee,  esquires,  stating  thena- 
wveuo  have  been  autjiorized  by  the  per- 

IVflUXVill.] 


sons  who  signed  one  of  the  papers  pre- 
sented to  the  HousCi  bv  the  lord  North, 
upon  Thursday  last,  by  his  Majesty's 
command,  intituled,  "  Petition  of  sundry 
persons^  on  betialf  of  themselves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  several  of  his  Majesty's  co- 
lonies in  America,"  to  procure  the  said 
paper  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty ;  and 
praying,  that  they  may  be  heard  at  the 
KMir  of  this  HousCj  in  support  thereof, 
being  offered  to  be  presented  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  put,  that  the  said 
Petition  be  brought  up;  the  House  di- 
vided.   Yeas  68,  Noes  218. 

Petitions  from  the  merchants  of  Liver4 
pool;  manufacturers  of  Man  cheater;  traders 
of  Wolverhampton,  &c.  relating  to  the 
trade  of  North  America,  were  presented 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee  that 
the  petitions  from  London  were. 

Jan.  27.  The  committee  appointed  to 
take  the  Petitions  of  the  mercnants  into 
consideration,  sat.  The  committee  were 
informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Wooldridge 
from  the  committee  of  London  merchants, 
who  had  petitioned,  attended.  He  was 
called  to  Uie  bar;  and  addressed  tho 
House  in  the  following  words :  '<  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  committee  of  <  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  London, 
concerned  in  the  dommerce  of  America, 
to  represent  to  this  honourable  committee, 
that  merchants  revealing  at  this  bar  the 
state  of  their  afbirs  is  a  measure  which  all 
would  wish  to  avoid,  unless  upon  such 
great  occasions  as  the  present,  where  th6 
public  weal  is  evidently  at  stake,  when 
their  duty  as  good  subjects  requires  it  of 
them :  but  when  the  mode  of  examination 
is  such  as  totally  precludes  them  from  an- 
swering the  great  public  object,  which  in 
their  opinion  is  clearly  the  case  at  present; 
they  beg  leave  humoly  (ff  signify,  that 
they  wave  appearing  before  the  committee 
which  has  been  appointed;  and  that  the 
merchants  are  not  under  any  apprehen* 
sions  respecting  their  American  debts, 
unless  the  -means  of  remittance  should' 
be  cut  off  bji  measures  that  may  be  adopted 
in  Oreat  Britain.''  ^ 

The  committed  broke  up,  aifd  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Another  petition  from  Birmingham  was 
presented,  of  the  same  nature  with  those 
from  London,  Bristol,  &c.  setting  forth 
the  hardships  of  the  petitioners,  if  the 
trade  to  North  America  is  not  restored. 
This  petition  was  a  counter*petttion  to  the 
other  from  the  same  place,  and  said  to  be 

[O] 
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lirom  sundry  merchants,  fkctois  and  maou* 
fkcturers  and  otheis  interested  in  the  trade 
to  North  America* 

Jan.  31.  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  moved, 
^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com« 
niittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the 
petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and 
others,  of  the  citj  of  London,  concerned 
in  the  commerce  of  North  America,  is  re- 
ferred, that  they  do  enouire  ioto^the  man- 
ner of  procuring  and  signing  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Birmingham,  which  was  pre- 
jaented  to  the  House  upon  Wednesday  bst ; 
and  also  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants, 
factors,  and  manufacturers,  of  Birming- 
.  ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  on  be- 
half of  themselves  and  others  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, who  are  interested  in  the  traide 
from  thence  to  North  America,  which  was 
presented  to  the  House  upon  Friday  last ; 
and  how  far  the  persons  severally  signing 
the  same  are  concerned  in  the  trade  to 
North  America.'* 

This  brought  on  a  debate  respecting 
the  manner  m  which  the  Petitions  had 
been  signed,  and  by  whom :  that  tlie  first 
petition  from  Birmmgham  was  signed  by 
nersons  not  concerned  in  the  trade  to 
North  America,  and  therefore  ousht  not 
to  have  the  least  weight  with  parliament ; 
that  the  second  petition  from  Birmingham, 
being  signed  by  the  persons  really  inte- 
rested, merited  a  serious  consideration* 

Sir  W.  Bagot  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Burke  replied,  that  the  persons  who 
signed  the  first  petition '  were  not  in  the 
least  concerned  in  the  trade  to  North 
America,  and  that  they  chiefly  consisted 
of  shopkeepers.  He  then  restd  a  paper, 
containing  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  petition  was  procured,  viz. 
**  On  the  lltb  Jan.  1775,  a  meeting  of  the 
merchants,  traSers,  te.  of  Birmingham, 
was  held,  to  consider  of  proper  methods 
to  be  pursued  on  account  of  the  alarming 
situation  of  their  trade,  when  it  was  unani* 
*  mously  resolved  to  wait  and  see  what  the 
North  American  merchants  in  London  did, 
and  to  be  guided  by  them.  On  the  17th 
anottiA'  meeting  waft  held,  when  it  was 
Kkewise  resolv^  to  ^petition  parliament. 
At  this  meeting  a  Mr.  Bolton  said,  he  did 
not  think  petitioning  would  have  any  good 
effect;  but  he  had  a  fiiend  next  him.  Dr. 
Roebuck,  who  knew  more  of  the  matter. 
Dr.  Roebuck,  after  apologizing  for  his 
neither  being  a  trader  nor  inhabitant,  de- 
wed them  by  no  means  to  petition  parlia- 


ment; for,  by  a  conversation  he  had 
lately  with  a  lord  of  the  Treasury,  hewsi 
aequainted  that  a  petition  to  lord  North 
would  be  much  better,  he  being  the  only 
person  that  could  give  tiiem  redress ;  and 
that,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  there  was 
at  that  time  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
four  members  to  one  determined  to  exe* 
cute  the  kws  in  force  against  America. 
In  this  manner  did  Dr.  Roebuck  endea- 
vour to  hinder  the  people  lirom  petitioning 
parliament;  but,  notwithstanding  his  en* 
oeavours,  a  committee  was  appointed,  and 
a  petition  prepared,  which,  after  a  kw 
amendments,  met  with  almost  universal  ap- 
probation, and  public  notice,  by  adver- 
tisement, was  repeatedly  Riven,  tnat  it  lay 
at  the  Dolphin  in  Birmingham  to.be  signed. 
In  the  interim  the  petition  in  question  wai 
procured  by  Dr.  Roebuck,  and  carried 
about  from  house  to  house  dandestinelj, 
without  the  least  notice,  to  be  signed.^' 

Mr.  Rice  objected,  to  the  motion,  be- 
cause the  Petition  in  question,  according 
to  his  opinion,  contained  more  good  senie 
and  sound  policy  than  all  the  other  Peti- 
tions put  toeether. 

.  Mr.  Burke  desired  to  know  whether  it 
was  sound  policy  for  merchants  to  wish  to 

So  to  war  with  the  people  with  whom  thej 
ealt? 

Sir  John  Wrottedey  should  affree  to  the 
motion,  as  he  was  certain  it  would  redound 
to  the  petitioners'  honour ;  at  the  same 
time  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Home, 
that  the  trade  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Birmingbain  was  far  more  extensive  than 
that  of^irmingham  itself.  He  asked  Mr. 
Burke,  whether  he  was  ready  to  discuss  tlie 
Bristol  Petition  i  Mr.  Burke  replied,  yei. 

Mr.  Fox  d)served,  that  if  any  geetje- 
men  suggested,  that  the  Bristol  P^^^ 
was  surreptitiously  obtained,  and  offered 
to  prove  It,  the  House  ought  to  heir 
it ;  but  that  it  came  with  an  ill  grace  from 
ministry,  to  say,  that  the  motives  and  man- 
ner of  obtaining  petitions,  was  not  to  be 
considered,  when  their  only  answer  to  the 
Petitions  disapproving  their  conduct,  i^ 
that  they  were  surreptitiously  obtaiaw; 
that  indeed  there  was  one  diflference  be- 
tween the  ministers*  imputation  and  Mr- 
Burke's  charge ;  theirs  was  a  tnere  volun^ 
tary  suggestion  «f  their  own;  Mr.  Barke 
offer^  proof  of  his. 

Mr.  r.  Townshend  was  for  the  mMOi 
saying,  that  if  the  allegations  set  fofw 
were  true,  the  persons  guilty  of  proctt^*"© 
svch  a  Petition  ought  to  be  looked  oo  » 
crimioal&  » 
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Sir  GUierl  EiUat  contended>  UuH  the 
prisons  wl|o  petitioned  had  not  been  gu  jhj 
of  the  least  firaudy  for  tbey  8tiled  them* 
lelfo  onlj  the  iuhabitanta  of  the  town 
and  oeigiiboarhood  of  Birmingham;  and 
certamJj  no  gentleman  would  denjr  but 
the  petitioners  were  inhabitants,  if  not 
tmdas. 

Mr.  Butix  admitted  they  might  be  in* 
hibitantSi  but  contended  tbiat  the  counter- 
pditioo,  delivered  on  the  27th,  of  **  the 
principd  merchants,  traders,  manuftc- 
men,  and  factors  of  Birmingham/'  ousht 
to  hare  a  preference  to  that  of  the  inha- 
hicants  only.* 

Sir  Edward  AiUey  observed,  that  had 
tee  not  been  a  Gounter*petif|on,  he 
diooid  have  given  a  negative  to  the  mo- 
tioD,  but  as  the  counter-petition,  in  his 

*  He  tbaaks  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and 
nanofaetarer^  of  Birmiogbsm,  coocemed  in 
the  trade  to  America,  were  given  to  Mr.  Barke 
ht  his  coodact  in  this  basioess.  The  following 
ii  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  tbsnks : 

«  To  Edmund  Burke^  Esq. 

"  Sir;  Binningbam,  Feb.  8, 1775. 

"  The  mcrebaots  and  msnuftcturers  who 
hire  had  a  principal  share  of  the  American 
tade  firom  this  town  and  neigbboarhood,  beg 
70or  acceptance,  through  our  bands,  of  tbeir 
wanneft  acknowledgments  for  your  liberal 
nmnrt  of  our  petition  to  the  honourable  Hoase 
af  Commons,  wherein  are  stated  the  evils  we 
abeady  ftei,  mad  the  greater  we  have  yet  to  ap- 
fnhsDd  from  a^oalinned  stagnation  of  so  im- 
Mant  a  brancPof  our  commerce  as  that  with 
North  Asaeriea. 

**  At  the  same  time  we  also  unite  in  express- 
iag  oar  partieular  thanks  for  the  motion  you 
vaaplcssedto  make  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
■aopcr  of  both  the  late  petitions  from  the  town 
af  Birmingham  having  been  obtained,  an  en- 
fwy  which  co«ld  scarcely  have  failed  to  give 
Mo  nsefnl  intellig^iee,  and  to  hare  fully  jus- 
tfod  oar  applieatioii  to  parliament  at  so  eriticsl 
ajsadnre. 

**  We  cannot  wonder,  8ir,  that  defbniatioii 
ihoald  have  made  its  sppearance  en  such  an 
Mcaaion  as  this,  which  is  the  notorious  evi- 
^noeof  %  weak  cause,  and  whose  mischiefs 
^  are  persuaded  will  be  as  transient  as  its 
dfarts  have  been  intemperate. 

*"  We  only  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of 
*i&g  our  siapcre  wiabcs,  that  yon  mav  long 
tt  your  dtstingoiahed  piece  in  the  British 
BoMe,  aad  that  youyieneveriog  endeavours 
ta  proaer?e  the  rights  %  the'Subject,  to  main- 
^  the  proaperity  of  our  commerce;  and  lo 
■care  the  tranqoillity  of  this  extensive  empire, 
>^7  meet  with  a  success  adequate  to  the  pa- 
Mie  zeal  with  which  they  are  animated, 
wg  with  the  greatest  regard, 

^  «  Sir,  year's,  »e." 


opmion,  carried  so  much  ^lore  Importance 
with  it,  he  should  give  his  hearty  affirma- 
tive to  the  motion. 

The  House  divided.    The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

ia^««.  fLordLisbume  -    •'  -  -7 
^^**  ILord  Quemsey    -    -    -J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Earl  of 
Chatham*  i  Prmnsional  Act  for  settlingthe 
Troubki  in  America.']  Feb.  1.  the  £ail 
of  Chatham  presented  to  the  House  a  Bill, 
intituled,  **  A  Proraional  Act  for  settling 
the  troubles  in  America,  and  for  asserting 
the  supreme  legislative  authority,  and  su- 
perintending power  of  Great  Britain  over 
the  colonies,''  of  which 


authentic  copy: 


which  the  following  is  an 


A  Provisional  Act  for  settling  the 
Troubles  in  America,  and  for  assert- 
ing the  Supreme  Legislative  autho- 
rity and  superintending  power  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  Colonies. 

'Whereas  by  an  Act  6  Geo.  8,  it  is  de- 
clared, that  parliament  has  full  power  and 
authority  to  make  laws  and  statutes  to 
bind  the  people  of  the  colonies,  in  aU 
cases  whatsoever ;  and  whereas  reiterated 
complaints  and  most  dangerous  disorders 
have  grown,  touching  the  right  of  taxation 
claimed  and  esercised  over  America,  to 
the  disturbance  of  peace  and  good  order 
there,  and  to  the  actual  interruption  of  the 
due  intercourse  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  to  the  cdonies,  deeply  aftcting 
the  navigation,  trade,  and  manufactures  of 
this  kingdom  mid  of  Ireland,  and  announc- 
ing farther  an  interruption  of  all  exports 
from  the  said  colonies  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  British  Islands  in  Ame- 
rica :  now,  for  prevention  of  these  ruinous 
mischieft,  and  in  order  to  an  equitable, 
honourable,  and  lasting  settlement  of 
claims  not  sufficiently  ascertained  and  cir- 
cumscribed, May  it  please  your  most  ex- 
ceUent  Majesty,  that  it  majr  be  dedafud^ 
Andibe  it  aedared  by  the  Kmg's  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  and  Commons  in  this  present 
parluunent  aaseq^led,  an4  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  that  the  colonies  of  Ame- 
rica have  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 
be  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown  of 
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Great  BritaiD,  and  subordinate  uoto  the 
British  parliament)  and  that  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  me 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  and  Commons  in  parliament 
assembleKi,  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought 
to  have,-  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws  and  statutes  of  sufficient  force  and 
validity  to  bind  the  people  of  the  British 
colonies  in  America,  in  all  matters  touch- 
ing the  general  yeal  of  the  whole  dominion 
of  the  imperial*  crown  of  Great .  Britain, 
and  beyond  the  competency  of  the  local 
representative  of  a  aistant  colony;  and 
most  especially  an  indubitable  and  indis* 
pensable  right  to  make  and  brdain  laws 
ibr  regulating  navigation  and  trade  through- 
out the  complicated  system  of  British 
commerce ;  the  deep  policy  of  such  pru- 
dent acts  upholding  the  guardian  navy  of 


according  to  law,  can  ever  be.lawfiilly 
employed  to  violate  and  destroy  the  jiut 
r^hts  of  the  people. 

Moreover,  in  order  to  remove  forever 
all  causes  of  pernicious  discord,  and  in  due 
contemplation  of  the  vast  increase  of  pos- 
sessions and  population  in  the  colonies; 
and  having  a  heart  to  render  the  condition 
of  so  great  a  body  of  industrious  subjects 
there  more  and  more  happy,  by  the  sacred' 
ness  of  property  and  of  personal  liberty, 
of  more  extensive  and  lasting  utility  to  the 
parent  kingdom,  by  indissoluble  ties  of 
mutual  affection,  confidencei  trade  aad 
reciprocal  benefits,  be  it  declared  and 
enacted,  by  the  King's  most  excelleot 
MajesU^^  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con* 
sent  or  the  Lords  spiritual  and  ten^ral 
and  Commons  in  this  present  parltataeet 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and 


the  whole  British  empire;  and  that  all  j  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
subjects  in  the  colonies  are  bound  in  duty  !  That  no  tallage,  tax,  or  other  charge  for 
and  allegiance  duly  to  reoogniae  and  obey  ;  his  Majesty's  revenue,  shall  be  commanded 
(and  they  are  hereby  required  so  to  do)  orlevied,  from  British  freemen  in  America, 
the  supreme  legislative  authority  and  su-  without  common  consent,  by  act  of  pro- 
perintendin^  power  of  the  parliament  of  vindal  assembly  there,  diily  convenea  for 
Great  Britam,  as  aforesaid.  that  purpose. 

And  whereas,  in  a  Petition  from  Ame-  And  it  is  hereby  further  declared  aod 
rica  to  his  Majesty,  it  has  been  represented  enacted,  by  the  King's  most  excellent 
that  the  keeping  a  standing  army  within  |  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
any  of  the  colonies,  in  time  or  peace,  sent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  terapond 
without  consent  of  the  respective  provin-  and  Commons  in  this  present  parliament 
cial  assembly  there,  is  against  law :  be  it  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
declared  by  the  King's  most  excellent  |  same,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  delegates  from  the  respective  proviaoes, 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  Com*  |  lately  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  to  meet 
mons.  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  |  in  general  congress  at  the  said  city  of  Pbi- 
that  the  Declaration  of  Right,  at  the  ever-  I  ladelphia,  on  the  9th  of  May  next  enduing, 
glorious  Revolution,  namely,  "  That  the  '  in  order  then  and  there  to  take  intoconsi 
raising  and  keeping  a  standing  army  within 


the  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  unless  it 
be  by  the  consent  of  parliament,  is  against 
law,"  having  reference  only  to  the  con- 
sent of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  the 
legal,  constitutional,'  and  hitherto  unques- 
tioned prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  send 
any  part  of  such  army,  so  lawfully  kept, 
to  any  of  the  British  dominions  and  pos- 
sessions, whether  in  America  or  elsewhere 
as  his  Majesty,  in  due  care  of  his  subjects, 
may  judge  necessary  for  the  security 
Baa  protection  of  the  same,  -cannot  be 
rendered  dependant  upon  the  cbnsest  of  a 
provincial  assembly  in  the  colonies,  without 
ft  most  dangerous  innovation,  and  deroga- 
tion from  the  dignity  of  the  imperial  crown 
of  Great  Britain^  Nevj^rtheleas,  in  order 
to  quiet  and  dispel  ffroundless  jealousies 
andf  fears,  be  it  nereby  declared,  that  no 


deration  the  making  due  recognition  of  th^ 
supreme  legislative  authority  and  superin- 
tending power  of  parliament  over  tlie  co- 
lonies as  aforesaid. 

And  moreover,  may  it  please  yourmort 
excellent  Majesty,  that  the  said  delegatesi 
to  be  in  congress  assembled  in  manner 
aforesaid,  may  be  required,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  requirad,  by  the  King's  Majesty 
sitting  in  his  parliament,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration ( over  and  above  the  usual  charge 
for  support  of  civil  government  in  the  re- 
spective colonies^  the makii^  a  free  gr^ 
to  the  King,  his  neus,  and  successors,  ofa 
certain  perpetual  reynue,  si^iject  to  the 
disposition  of  {he  British  parliament,  to  be 
by  them  appropriated  as  tney  in  their  wis- 
dom shall  judge  fit,  to  the  alleviation  tf 
the  national  d  At:  no  doubt  being  had  but 
this  just,  free  aid,  will  be  in  such  honour- 


military  force>  however  raised,  aad  kept  able  proportion  as  may  seem  meet  ana 
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bccomipg  kom  great  and  flouriahiog  colo- 
DJes  toirards  a  parent  country  labouring 
under  the  heaviest  burdens,  which,  in  no 
ioconsiderable  part,  have  been  willingly 
Oiuo  upon  ourselves  and  posterity,  for  the 
de&ace,  extension,  and  prosperity  of  the 
oiioQies. 

And  to  this  great  end,  be  it  farther 
beieby  declared  and  enacted,  that  the 
geoeral  congress  i  to  meet  at  Philadelphia 
ttsforoaid)  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  autho« 
mtd  aod  empowered  (the  delegates  com- 
pooDf  the  same  being  first  sufficiently 
fiiroisbed  with  powers  from  their  respective 
profuces  for  tbis  purpose)  to  adjust  and 
Bx  the  proportions  and  ^quotas  of  the  se- 
Teal  charges  to  be  borne  by  each  ppovince 
respectively,  towards  the  general  contri- 
butory supply ;  and  this  in  such'  fair  and 
eqoiu^le  measure,  as  may  best  suit  the 
ibilitiesaDddue  convenience  of  all:  pro- 
vided always,  tha^  the  powers  for  fixing 
thenid  quotas,  herdiy  given  to  the  dele- 
gates from  the  old  provinces  composing 
tbe  cwigress,  shall  not  extend  to  the  new 
provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
Georgia,  Nova  Scotia,  St.  John's,  and 
Caoada;  the  circumstances  and  abilities 
of  the  said  provinces  being  reserved  for 
tk  wisdom  of  parliament  in  their  due 
tine.  And  in  order  to  afford  necessary 
tine  for  matura  deliberation  in  Americ% 
be  it  hereby  declared.  That  the  provisions 
teaacertaming  and  fixing  the  exercise  of 
tlie'i^ht  of  taxation  in  the  colonies,  as 
V^<U)d  expressed  by  tbia  present  act, 
tnall  not  be  in  force,  or  have  any  operation 
BBtfl  the  delegates  to  be  in  congress  as- 
Knbled,  sufficiently  auUiorized  and  em- 
powered by  their  respective  provinces  to 
^  end,  shall,  as  an  indispensable  condi- 
jiOQ,  have  duly  recognised  the  supreme 
iegisiative  authority  and  superintending 
power  of  the  filament  of  Great  Britain 
over  the  colonies  aforesaid :  always  under- 
stood, that  the  free  grant  of  an  aid,  as 
wtofore  required  and  expected  from  the 
eoimies,  is  not  to  be  com^rod  as  a  con-^ 
^jioo  of  redress,  but  as  a  Just  testimony 
« their  affiection. 

And  whereas,  divers  acts  of  parliament 
we  been  humbly  represented,  in  a  Peti- 
^to  his  Majesty  from  America,  to  have 
seen  found  §|ievou8,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
^  to  the  subjects  of  the  colonies,  be  it  hereby 
?*<3*»ed  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Ma- 
^7>by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
«  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
wwamons  in  this  present  parliament  as- 
•nbled,  and  by  the  authoritv  of  the  aame, 


that  the  powers  of  Admiralty  and  Vice* 
Admiralty  courts  in  America  shall  be  re- 
strained within  their  ancient  limits,  and 
the  trial  by  jury,  in  all  civil  cases,  where 
the  same  may  be  abolished,  restored  ;  and 
that  no  subject  in  America  shall,  in  capital 
cases,  be  liable  to  be  indicted  and  tried  for 
the  same,  in  any  place  out  of  the  provinco 
wherein  such  offence  shall  be  alleged  to 
have  been  committed,  nor  be  deprrved  of 
a  trial  by  his  peers  of  the  vicinage ;  nor 
shalJ  it  be  lawful  to  send  persons  mdicted 
for  murder  in  any  province*  of  America,  to 
another  colony,  or  to  Great  Britain,  for 
trial. 

And  be  it  hereby  declared  and  enacted, 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  and 
every  the  said  Acts,  or  so  much  thereof  aa 
are  represented  to  have  been  found 
grievous,  namely,  the  several  Acts  of  the' 
4th  Geo.  3,  ch.  15*  and  ch.  34 ;  5th  Geo.  3, 
ch.  25 ;  6th  Geo.  3,  ch.  52 ;  7th  Geo.  3, 
ch.  41,  and  ch.  46;  8th  Geo.  3,  ch.  22; 

12th  Geo.  3,  ch.  24 with  tlie  three  Acts 

for  stopping  the  port,  and  blocking  up  the 
harbour  of  Boston ;  for  altering  the  charter 
and  government  of  Massachuset's  Bay; 
and  that  entitle<}t  An  Act  for  tlie  better 
administration  of  justice,  &C. ;   also  the 

'Act  for  regulating  the  government  of 
Quebec,  and  the  Act  passed  in  the  sfune 
session  relating  to  the  quarters  of  soldiers, 
shall  be,  •  and  are  hereby  suspended,  and 
Aot  to  have  effect  or  execution,  from  the 
date  of  this  Act.  And  be  it  moreover' 
hereby  declared  and  enacted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  that  all  and  every  the 
before-recited  Acts,  or  the  parts  thereof 
complained  of,  shall  be  and  are,  in  virtue 
of  this  present  Act,  finally  repealed  and 
annulled,  from  the  day  that  tne  new  re- 
cognition of  the  supreme  legblative  autho* 
rity  and  superintending  power  of  parlia- 
ment oveivthe  colonies  shall  have  been 
made  on  the  part  of  the  said  colonies. 

■  'And  for  the  better  securing  due  and  • 
impartial  administration  of  justice  in  the 
colonies,  be  it  declared  and  enacted  by 
the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Com- 
mons in  this  present  parliament  assem- 
bled, that  hia.  Majesty's  judges  in  courts 
of , law  in  the  colonies  of  America,  to  be 
appointed  with  salaries  by  the  crown, 
shall  hold  their  offices  and  salaries  as  his 
Majesty's  judges  in  England,  attamdiu  $e 
bene  gesserinU  And  it  is  hereby  further 
declared,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  coloniea  in  America  are  justly  entitled 
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to  the  privileges,  frandiites,  and  immu- 
nities granted  by  their  several  charters  or 
constitutions;  and  that  the  said  charters 
or  constitutions  ought  not  to  be  invaded 
or  resumed,  unless  for  misuser,  or  some 
legal  ground  of  forfeiture.  So  shall  true 
reconcilement  avert  impendins  calamities, 
and  this  most  solemn  nationid  accord  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
stand  an  everlasting  monument  gf  cle- 
mency and  magnanimity  in  the  benignant 
father  of  his  people ;  of  wisdom  and  mo- 
deration in  ttiis  irreat  nation,  famed  for 
humanity  as  for  vmour;  and  of  fidelity  and 
grateful  affection  from  brave  and  loyal  co* 
lonies  to  their  parent  kingdom,  which  will 
ever  protect  and  cherish  them. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  rose.  His  lord- 
ship began  with  reminding  the  House, 
that  the  last  time  he  had  the  honour  of 
imparting  his  sentiments  to  them,  he  had 
informed  them,  that  with  their  indulgence, 
he  would  submit  certain  propositions  to 
their  consideration,  as  a  basis  for  averting 
the  dangers  which  now  threatened  the 
British  empire ;  and  that  in  performance 
of  bis  promise,  he  had  sketcned  the  out- 
lines or  a  Bill,  which  he  hoped  would  meet 
with  the  fmprobation  of  every  side  of  the 
House.  He  proceeded  to  state  the  ur- 
gent necenity  of  such  a  plan,  as,  perhaps, 
a  period  of  a  few  hours  might  for  ever  oe- 
fisat  the  possibility  of  any  such  conci- 
liatory intervention.  He  represented 
Great  Britain  and  America  as  drawn  up 
in  martial  array,  waiting  for  the  signal  to 
engage  in  a  contest,  in  which  it  was  little 
matter  for  whom  victory  declared,  as 
ruin  and  destruction' must  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  to  both  parties.  He 
wished,  from  a  principle  of  duty  and  af- 
fection, to  act  the  part  of  a  mediator.  He 
said,  however,  that  no  regard  for  popu^ 
laritv,  no  predilection  for  his  country,  not 
the  high  esteem  he  entertamed  for  Ame- 
rica on  one  hand,  nor  the  unalterable 
steady  regard  he  entertained  for  the  dig* 
nity  of  Great  Britain  on  the  other,  should 
at  dl  influence  his  conduct ;  for  though 
he  loved  the  Americans,  as  men  prizing 
and  setting  the  just  value  on  that  inesti- 
mable  blessinj^  liberty ;  yet  if  he  could 
once  bring  himself  to  be  persuaded,  that 
they  entertained  the  most  distant  inten- 
tions of  throwing  off  the  legislative  su- 
premacy and  great  cons^tutional  superin- 
tending power  and  controul  of  the  British 
legislature,  he  should  be  the  very  person 
himself,  who  would  be  the  first  ana  most 
xealous  mover  for  securing  and  enforcing 


that  power  by  everv  possible  exertion  tiiii 
country  was  capable  of  making.  He  re- 
curred to  his  former  arguments,  oa  tbs 
great  constitutional  quesdoo  of  taxstion 
and  representation ;  insisted  they  wen 
inseparable,  and  planted  so  deeply  in  the 
vital  principles  of  the  constitution,  ai 
never  to  be  torn  up,  without  destroying 
and  pulling  asunder  every  band  of  1^ 
government  and  good  faith,  which  formed 
the  cement  that  united  its  several  consti- 
tuent parts  together.  He  entreated  the 
assistance  of  Uie  House  to  digeet  the 
crude  materials  which  he  presumed  to 
now  lay  before  it,  and  bring  It  and  neduGi 
it  to  that  f(mn,  which  was  suited  to  the 
dignity  and  the  importance  of  the  rah* 
ject,  and  to  the  great  ends  to  which  it  wn 
ultimately  directed.  He  called  on  theoi 
to  exercise  thehr  candour  on  the  preseat 
occasion,  and  deprecated  the  eflects  d 
party  or  prejudice,  of  foctious  spleen,  ors 
blind  preailection.  He  avowed  himself  te 
be  actuated  by  no  narrow  principle,  or 
personal  consideration  whatever;  for, 
though  the  present  Bill  might  be  lookei 
upon  as  a  bill  of  concession,  it  wss  im- 
possible but  to  confess  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  was  a  bill  of  assertion. 

The  Eari  of  Dartmouth  observed,  til* 
the  Bill  took  in  such  a  variety  of  mstte^, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pronounce  asf 
certain  opinion  concerning  its  proprietrf 
and  as  the  noble  earl  who  presented  it  ml 
not  seem  willing  to  press  the  House  to  lajf 
immediate  decision,  but  appeared  rstiiar 
desirous  that  it  should  be  maturely  sol 
fully  considered,  he  supposed  it  woiud  he 
quite  agreeable  to  him,  that  the  Bill  shodi 
lie  on  the  table  till  the  papers  referred  b^ 
his  Majesty  were  first  tucen  into  coott* 
deration ;  if  so,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
Bill  being  received  on  those  terms. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time. 

The  Eari  of  Sandwich  rose,  and  in^ltf 
changed  this  appearance  of  conoessioD  ei 
the  part  of  aoministration*  Heinsisledi 
that  to  concede  was  at  once  to  mve  upd» 

Eoint ;  that  he  was  well  assured  AmenJ 
ad  already  formed  the  most  trsifeorotf 
and  hostile  intentions ;  that  the  bit  da- 
patches  brought  over  an  account,  th^^ 
they  had  already  attacked  and  tsken  M 
of  the  King's  forte,  and  ksd  c^^^ 
King's  stores  and  ammunition  to  emp^ 
them  against  him,  which,  if  any  tw 
could  be  deemed  rebellion>  it  wss  pw 
this  was.  He  highly  condemned  the  mode 

of  bringing  this  Bill  forward,  and  ereiT 
circumstance  attending  it ;  and  obeerretf} 
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wiA  no  miall  degree  of  warmlh,  thtt  it 
III  no  leM  uDpftniamentary  than  unpr^ 
oriented.  He  said  it  wan  itnpo6nible»  on 
w  ihort  9  notice^  to  determine  oa  a 
Mtter  of  such  eingular  importance,  no 
otenaive  m  itn  objects,  and  so  novel  in  its 
iolrodaction.  As  to  the  stale  pretension 
afpFMerfing  our  commercial  interests, 
Alt  de?ice  could  impose  on  none  but 
Iboie  who  were  wiliuUy  blind,  ftad  who 
vera  resolved  to  contradict  Uie  plainest 
ciidenoe  of  &cts,  and  shut  their  ejes 
agumt  reason  and  coomion  sense;  for  it 
«»  dear  the  Americans  were  not  disput- 
kf  about  words,  but  realities,  it  was  %o 
m  thems^ea  from  the  restrictions  laid 
en  Ibeir  commerce,  that  was  the  principal 
Bedfe  for  their  present  obedience;  it  was 
Mt  the  tea  they  really  objected,  for  if 
Aej  codd  procure  it  from  any  other 
fiaee  but  Britain,  they  would  be  well 
fleiied,  of  whidb  he  had  the  most  undo- 
iiiUe]>roof  in  his  pocket,  in  authentic 
ktten  infonnifig  bun,  that  there  were 
Aipi  now  hkling  at  Amsterdam,  Port 
Khrient,  and  Havre  de  Graces  with  various 
Mrti  of  East  India  and  European  com- 
Bodiiie^  intended  for  certain  parts  of  the 
continent  of  North  America.     His  lord. 

a  therefore  moved,  <«  That  the  said 
be  i^ected.'' 
Lord  lAfttebtm  set  out  with  the  highest 
ooonuume  on  the  great  abilities  and  high 
politicii  knowledge  of  the  noble  earl 
vbofinmed  the  Bfll.  He  said  his  know- 
Ugewss  as  extensive  as  his  intentions 
Vtte  good  and  great;  that  in  the  most 
tmciitoations,  when  the  nation  was  re- 
pcednesrlyto  desperation  and  dopair, 
■e  Hood  forth  alone,  on  the  dangerous 
f^n  of  |K)litics,  and  rescued  the  nation 
rathe  ruin  which  was  suspended  over  its 
M.  For  these  reasons^  as  well  ^  the 
pirtiealnr  merit  of  the  proposition  now 
■t^  be  thought  both  the  mover  and  die 
Mer  deserved  a  more  favourable  recep- 
Hin.  He  sai^'^hough  he  could  not  pro- 
P%  ngvee  with  the  noble  eari  in  many 
tf  bb  ideas,  particularly  rshtive  to 
%  repenl  of  die  Quebec  Bill,  which  was 
M>M  in  those  mentioned  in  the  Ped- 
^  of  the  American  congress  to  the 
Mt»  be  must  still  continue  to  think  it 
^extiemdy  improper  at  ooee  to  reject 
Pfot  a  negativAn  a  proposiUon,  which 
^W  OD  the  fiioe  of  it  rplan  bf  recond- 
'2^ »  *od  niade  %n  opening  for  chang- 
ftn^iodation  for  the  sword.  He  avowed 
■isomer  sentimeau  respecting  the  su« 
P^Mcy  of  die  British  parliament ;  but 


would  ffladly  enjoy  all  the  substantial 
fruits  of  that  supremacy^  in  the  way  of 
obedience  and  submission,  in  preference 
to  wresting  them  by  force  rnu  violence. 
His  lordship  then  proceeded  to  animadvert 
on  the  conduct  ot  administration,  and  on 
their  manifest  misconduct  respecting  the 
insufficiency  of  die  force  sent  to  Boston ; 
but  was  called  to  order  by  the  earl  of 
Sandwich;  who  was  also  odled  to  order 
bv  the  duke  of  Richmond.  His  grace  in- 
sisted, lord  Lytteltoo  ought  not  to  have 
been  interrupted.  Lord  Lyttelton  con- 
cluded with  a  simile  drawn  from  the  Ro* 
man  history,  where  a  general  in  the  time 
of  Augustus  being  sent  with  a  force 
against  the  Germans,  not  adequate  to  the 
service,  the  general  with  all  his  army  were 
unhappily  cut  o£  When  Augustus  heard 
of  it,  his  observation  was,  that  such  a 
force  should  have  been  sent  as  would  have 
ensured  success. 

The  Earl  of  Skdhime  disdamied  die 
least  knowledge  of.  the  ^contents  of  the 
BiU  till  it  was  read  by  die  Clerk.  He  was 
extremely  animated,  and  painted,  in  the 
strongest   colours,  the  probable   conse- 

3ueoces  of  pushing  matters  to  extremities. 
L  ruined  commerce,  starving  manufac- 
turers, increased  taxes,  heavy  poor-rates, 
rents  fallen,  An  exhausted  exchequer, 
and  a  diminished  revenue,  were  some  of 
the  first  eftcts  he  predicted,  that  would 
inevitably  follow  from  adopting  the  mea- 
sures of  administration.  His  lordship 
proceeded  to  take  notice  of  another 
matter  which  had  been  hitherto  over- 
looked, but  which  deserved  the  most  se- 
rious consideration.  It  was  well  known, 
that  the  vast  supplies  of  bread  com 
brought  into  this  kmgdom  from  America, 
would  now  of  course  be  stopped;  and 
that  again  would  add  to  all  our  other  ac- 
cumulated mitfortunes,  riots  and  tumults 
of  the  most  idarming  and  dangerous  na- 
ture. People  must  eat,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  reconcile  them  to  measures 
which  would  at  once  cut  them  off  from 
procuring  the  necessaries  of  life,  unleis  at 
a  most  exorbitant  and  advanced  priee,  and 
the  means  of  purchasing  diem  almost  at 
any  price.  He  ventured  to  speak  with 
the  more  confidence  of  what  might  be 
jusily  dreaded  on  this  occasion,  because, 
when  only  one  part  of  the  case  existed,  a 
scarcity  of  grain  in  1766,  when  he  had  the 
honour  of  acting  as  one  of  his  Majesty's 
secretaries  of  state,  he  well  remembered 
the'  dreadful  alarms  that  were  spread  on 
account  of  the  risings  and   tumultuous 
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meetings  in  almost  every  part  of  die  king- 
dom. One  day  an  express  arrived  from 
Norwich,  another  from  the  inland  counties, 
to  which  troops  were  sent  to  quell  the 
rioters;  the  next  day,  one  from  Soutlv 
ampton  and  the  western  counties,  and  a 
fourth  from  Chester  and  the  north.  I 
would  have  these  things  maturely  consi- 
dered and  weighed,  said  his  lordship.  All 
the  troops  now  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land would  scarcely  suffice  to  put  the 
proposed  measures  in  execution.  Thiuk, 
then,  in  time ;  Ireland  naked  and  defence- 
less, Eneland  in  an  uproar  from  one  end 
to  the  other  for  want  of  bread,  and  desti- 
tute of  empfoyment.  Besides  all  this,  is 
there,  then,  a  noble  lord  in  administration 
who  will  rise  and  tell  me,  that  he  seriously 
thinks,  the  powers  of  Europe,  particularly 
those  whose  commercial  interests  and 
naval  power  clash  with  ours,  will  sit  totally 
unconcerned,  and  let  slip  so  favourable  an 
opportunity  of  humbling  that  power,  and 
hurting  those  interesM  ?  I  cannot  believe 
there  is.  Perhaps  administration  trust  to 
the  assurances  of  their  inveterate  enemies 
«  and  false  friends ;  if  they  do^  all  I  will  add 
is,  that  I  sincerely  pity  them. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  complained  se- 
verely of  the  very  unparliamentary 
manner  in  which  the  noble  earl  had 
hurried  the  Bill  intd  the  House.  He  said, 
he  had  the  honour  of  sitting  there  longer 
than  the  noble  eaii,  and  within  his  recol- 
lection he  could  safely  affirm,  he  never  re- 
membered another  instance  of  the  kind. 
For  his  part,  he  was  astonished  how  any 
matter  so  important  in  its  nature,  so  ex* 
tensive  in  its  consequences,  and  directed 
to  such  a  variety  of  objects,  each  of  them 
worthy  of  a  separate  consideration,  could 
be  thus  hrought  forward  together,  and  in 
sych  a  manner.  In  his  opinion,  the 
matter  should  have  been  laid  before  the 
House,  in  separate  propositions,  each  of 
which  should  be  singly  discussed,  as  lead- 
ing to  one  great  comprehensive  system. 
His  own  opinion  respecting  theeeneral 

2ueition,  was,  he  said,  perhaps  difierent 
'om  that  entertained  by  either  party. 
When  it  came  before  the  House  regularly, 
and  in  a  proper  mode,  he  should  declare  it 
freely  and  openly  without  reserve  or  {pre- 
dilection for  the  sentiments  of  any  set  of 
men ;  but  when  he  considered  the  manner 
of  introducing  ic,and  the  immense  mass  of 
matter  it  contained,  however  highly  he 
might  estimate  the  talents  of  the  noble 
framer,  or  great  a  personal  regard  he 
might  entertain  for  him,  he  must  be  for 
rejecting  the  Bill  in  the  first  instance. 


[2(k 

Earl  Gower  rose  m  a  great  heat,  and 
condemned  the  Bill  in  the  warmest  termg.  • 
He  contended,  that  it  fell  in  with  the  ideu 
of  America  in  almost  every  particular,  aod  ^ 
held  out  no  one  security,  that  although  we  ^ 
should  be  base  and  dastardly  enough  to  be*  < 
tray  the  rights  of  tlie  parliament  of  Great  - 
Britain,  America   would    agree  to  mdi  > 
parts  of  it  as  the  noble  lord  seemed  to 
point  out  as  matters  of  submission  or  coa-  : 
cession ;  but  above  all,  it  not  only  eaoc-  i 
tified  the  traitorous  proceeding  of  the  con-  : 
gross  already  held,  but  further  legalized  : 
it,  by  ordaining  that  another  shall  bd  bdd 
on  the  9th  of  May  next.    He  then  endes*  < 
voured  to  prove  that  su^ending  the  Acts  ] 
mentioned  in  the  Bill,  would  be  to  eveiy  : 
substantial  purpose  an  actual  repeal    He  : 
defended  tnose  Acts  one  after  another;  t 
and  insisted,  that  the  Act  of  NavigatioD  : 
would  be  of  no  avail,  would  be  no  more  : 
than  a  dead  letter,  if  the  laws  for  esta- 
blishing the  admiralty  courts  were  repeal- 
ed;  for  to  talk  of  laws  for  restricting  and  -, 
regulating  their    commerce   without  the  > 
means  of  enforcing  and  executing  them,  \ 
was  a  mere  mockery  of  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.    He  next  launched  into  greit  • 
encomiums    on    the  Quebec  Bill ;  spoke  , 
much  of  its  lenity,  moderation,  justice  and 
policy ;  said  it  was   a  measure   no  lev 
founaed  in  wisdom  and  justice,  than  iti  , 
apparent  policy,  considering  the  rebdiioui 
temper  of  the  colonies,  was  properly  direct*  . 
ed.  He  repeated  what  he  had  advanced  oo  . 
a  former  occasion,  that  those  of  the  best 
characters  and  greatest  property  throogh- 
out  the  colonies,    were    well  inclined  to  , 
obedience  and  submission  to  the  mother 
country,  that  all  tliey  wanted  to  maoifesl 
Uieir  zeal  and  attachment  was  to  be  pn>- 
tected ;  that  were  it  otherwise,  Great  Bri- 
tain was  called  upon  by  every  tie  of  in- 
terest, every  motive  of  dignity,  and  everj 
principle  of  good  government,  to  assert  its 
legislative   supremacy    entire   uid  undi- 
minished.   He  avowed  his  advising  every 
measure  hitherto  taken  against  them;  and 
said  he  did  not  mean   to  screen  liunsdt 
from  any  consequence  whatever,  but  was 
prepared  for  the  worst,  and  ready  to  face 
the  block  in  such  a  cause.     He  observed 
that  the  noble  earl  who  framed  the  BiUi 
seemed  to  entertain  Ihe  highest  opinion  of 
the  prowess  o£  the  Aitericans,  and  to  la- 
ment greatly  thS  cruelty  and  injustice  of 
sending  a  military  force  against  them;  J^ 
he  remembered  the  time  the  noble  earl 
entertained  very  different  sentiments  on  sn 
occasion    of  infinitely  leas  provocatioot 
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vben  he  adiiaed  Uieir  ports  to  be  filled 
lith  f  hipf  of  war,  and  their  towns  with  sol- 
dim;  addfngy  that  an  ensigD^  with  a  few 
iigimeiita»  would  reduce  them  to  instant 
dxdisDoe. 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  earl  of 
CkthaiDy  who  called  on  him  to  name  the 
time  aad  place.  Earl  Gower  was  proceed- 
ing, but  was  again  called  on  to  specify  the 
dme  and  place ;  on  which  he  said,  it  was 
in  t  debate  in  the  other  House. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  condemned  such 
t  procedure  in  vefy  severe  terms,  said  it 
■M  not  decent  or  parliamentary,  to  men- 
tioB  wards  spoken  dot  of  the  House ;  or  if 
it  were,  to  advert  to  some  particular  ex- 
pmuoDs,  which  couM  not  be  understood 
vithoiit  referring  them  to  the  other  parts 
ttTcheipeech ;  mid  in  lact,  that  the  noble 
Mil  was  mistaken,  for  no  such  expressions 
bd  e?er  fiillen  from  him,  as  he  knew  too 
weflybybis  acquaintance  with  the  force 
caiployed  during  the  late  war  in  America, 
vbich  was  not  less  than  40,000  men,  that 
tt  ens^  with  a  few  regiments,  could  not 
ndace  British  America,  when  the  part 
foiKiBed  by  France  of  that  continent, 
viadiwas  not  a  third  of  the  former,  em- 
|lmi  10  great  a  force  for  full  five  years, 
vuer  the  command  of  one  of  the  ablest 
j^mli  in  Europe,  sir  Jeffery  Amherst. 
Urn  altercation  being  finished, 

£srl  Gonter  declared  in  the  most  unre- 
>vred  terms,  for  reducing  the  Americans 
to  mbminioo,  gave  his  hearty  concurrence 
totbe  earl  of  Sandwich's  amendment. 

Lord  Camden  argued  the  matter  gene- 
nlly,  and  challenged  administration  to  a 
ftdl  diicoasion  of  every  separate  proposi- 
^«  He  coukt  answer  for  himself,  he 
'trad  say  he  could  answer  for  every 
Boble  lord  on  the  same  side,  that  they 
lefer  meant  to  consider  so  as  to  de- 
cide on  the  subject  matter  in  this  stage 
flf  the  business.  It  was  not,  he  was  cer- 
^  ever  intended.  I  am  not,  said  his 
kidship,  by  any  means  prepared  to  speak 
Ujr  to  any  one  materia)  part  of  it ;  but  if, 
M  V  always  usual  on  such  occasions,  they 
tie  determined  to  consider  it  and  to  enter 
Btto  a  candid  examination,  I  here  pledge 
i*ywlf  to  prove  every  leading  proposition 
OB  whidi  the  Bill  rests,  particulariy  the 
WQ  one,  which  in  a  great  measure  in- 
^des  all  the  rest,  the  resdndiog  the  De- 
^TOory  kw  asserting  that  the  British 
fodiamoDt  can  bind  the  colonies  in  all 
«»«  whataoever.  On  that  ground  1  am 
>^y  to  meet  my  antagonists ;  and  if  that 
•'gttaeat  faUa,  they  must,  it  is  evident. 
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give  way.  I  will  maintain  the  negative  on 
the  ^eat  princibles  of  the  law  and  the 
constitution,  and  prove,  that  jn  no  one 
staee  of  the  constitution,  were  taxation 
and  representation  ever  separated ;  and 
that  even  in  the  case  of  the  county  Pa- 
latinesi  the  very  arguments  deduced  from 
the  exercise  of  taxing  thera  before  they 
were  represented,  will  incontrovertibly  d^ 
monstrate,  that  legislation  and  taxation 
are  neither  co-exten^ve  nor  co-equal. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  replied  to  ihe  se- 
veral objections  which  fell  from  the  lords  in 
administration.  He  descanted  with  equal 
humour  and  severity  upon  the  very  extra* 
ordinary  logic  employed  by  the  noble 
duke,  his  qvwidam  colleague  in  office,  and 
verv  humble  servant.  The  nobfe  duke» 
aaid  his  lordship,  is  extremely  angry  with 
me,  that  I  did  not  previously  consult  hira 
on  the  bringing  in  the  present  Bill.  I 
would  ask  the  noble  duke,  does  he  consult 
me,  or  do  I  desire  to  be  previously  UAd  of 
any  motions  or  naeasures  he  thinks  fit  to 
propose  to  this  House  ?  His  g^ce  seema 
to  be  much  offended  at  the  manner  this 
BUI  has  been  hurried.  I  am  certain  he 
could  not  be  serious,  if  be  gave  himself  a 
minute  to  consider  how  the  case  really 
stands.  Here  we  are  told  that  America  is 
in  a  state  of  actual  rebellion,  and  we  are 
now  arrived  at  the  first  of  February,  and 
no  one  step  is  taken  to  crush  this  supposed 
rebellion :  yet,  such  being  the  case,  I  am 
charged  with  hurrying  matters ;  but  who- 
ther  my  conduct  may  be  more  justly 
charged  with  hurrying  this  business  into, 
or  his  ifrace  with  nurrying  it  out  of  the 
House,  I  believe  reouires  no  great  depth 
of  penetration  to  discover.  As  to  the- 
other  general  objections,  I  presume  it  will 
be  recollected,  that  the  last  day  I  submit- 
ted the  proposition  about  withdrawing  the 
troops  from  Boston,  I  then  gave  notice 
that  I  would  present,  in  a  few  days,  apian 
of  general  reconciliation.  Eleven  daya 
have  since  elapsed,  and  nothing  has  been 
offered  by  the  King's  servants.  Under 
such  circumstances  of  emergency  on  pne 
side,  when,  perhaps,  a  single  day  may  de- 
termine the  fate  of  this  great  empire,  and 
such  a  shameful  negligence,  total  inatten- 
tion, and  want  of  ability  on  the  other,  ^ 
what  waste  be  done  i  No  other  alternative, ' 
in  my  opinion,  remained,  but  either  to 
abandon  the  interests  of  my  country,  and 
relinquish  my  duty,  or  to  propose  some 
plan,  when  ministry,  by  their  inaction  and  ^^ 
silence,  owned  themselves  incapable  of 
proposing  any.    But  even  now  let  them 
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ipeak  out,  and  tell  me,  that  thej  have  a 
plan  to  lay  before  us,  and  I  will  give  them 
an  example  of  candour  they  are  by  no 
means  deserving  of,  by  instantly  withdraiv- 
ing  the  present  Bill.  The  indecent  at- 
tempt to  stifle  this  measure  in  embryo  may 
promise  consequences  the  very  reverse  of 
what  I  am  certain  will  be  the  case  if  the 
Bill  is  admitted.  The  friends  of  the  pre* 
aent  amendment  may  flatter  themselves, 
that  the  contents  of  .the  Bill  will  sink  into 
silence  and  be  forgotten,  but  I  believe 
they  will  find  the  contrary.  This  Bill, 
though  rejected  here,  will  make  its  way  to 
the  public,  to  the  nation,  to  the  remotest 
wildi  of  America;  it  will,  in  such  a  course, 
undergo  a  deal  of  cool  observation  and  in- 
vestigation; and  whatever  its  merits  or 
demerits  may  be,  it  will  stand  or  faU  by 
them  alone ;  it  will,  I  trust,  remain  a  mo- 
numisnt  ef  my  poor  endeavours  t6  serve 
my  country ;  and,  however  faulty  or  de- 
fective, wiU  at  least  manifest  how  zealous 
I  have  been  to  avert  those  impending 
storms  which  seem  ready  to  burst  on  it, 
and  for  ever  overwhdm  it  in  ruin.  Yet, 
when  I  consider  the  -whole  case  as  it  lies 
before  me,  I  am  not  much  astonished ;  I 
am  not  surprised,  that  men  who  hate  li- 
berty should  detest  those  that  prize  it ;  or 
that  those  who  want  virtue  themselves, 
should  endeavour  to  prosecute  those  who 
possess  it.  Were  1  disposed  to  pursue 
this  theme  to  tlie  extent  that  truth  would 
fully  bear  me  out  in,  I  could  demonstrate, 
that  the  whole  of  your  political  conduct 
has  been  one  continued  series  of  weakness, 
temerity,  dei^otism,  ignorance,  futility, 
negligence,  blundering,  and  the  most  no- 
torious servility,  incapacity,  and  corrup- 
tion. On  reconsideration,  I  must  allow 
'you  one  merit,  a  strict  attention  to  your 
own  interests :  in^  that  view,  you  appear 
sound  statesmen  and  able  politicians. 
You  well  know,  if  the  present  measure 
should  prevail,  that  you  must  instantly  re- 
linquish your  places.  I  doubt  much,  whe- 
ther you  will  be  able  to  keep  them  on  any 
terms :  but  sure  I  am,  that  such  is  your 
well-known  characters  and  abilities,  any 
plan  of  reconciliation,  however  moderate, 
wise,  and  feasible,  must  fail  in  your  hands. 
Such,  then,  being  your  precarious  situa- 
tions, who  can  wonder  that  you  should  put 
a  nef^ative  on  any  measure  which  must 
annihilate  your  power,  deprive  you  of 
your  emoluments,  and  at  once  reduce  you 
to  that  state  of  insignificance,  for  which 
Cod  and  nature  designed  you  ? 
Earl  Gonicr  answered  with  strong  marks 


of  resentment*  He  said,  let  the  Bill 
its  way  where  it  might,  he  was  ready  to 
abide  the  consequences ;  that  he  did  im»S 
doubt  but  sufficient  industry  would  be' 
exerted  to  circulate  its  contents ;  and  that 
however  zealous  some  persons  might  be  to 
inflame  the  people  both  here  and  in  Ame- 
rica, it  should  not  have  the  least  efiect  oa 
his  conduct.  He  was  determined  to  ad- 
here to  the  true  interests  of  his  country 
and  the  dignity  of  parliament;  and  to 
stand  with  Siem  to  the  last,  or  perish  in 
the  ruins ;  nor  should  the  terrors  of  the 
block  itself  obliee  him  to  change  his  pur- 
pose. As  to  the  general  charges  thrown 
out  against  admimstration  by  the  noble 
earl,  it  was  time  enooeh  to  answer  them, 
when  he  pointed  them  m  such  a  manner  as 
to  call  for  defence  or  explanation ;  tbat 
till  then  they  were  unworthy  of  reply,  as 
the  persons  included  in  such  a  censure 
only  shared  the  fate  of  all  other  adminis- 
trations he  ever  remembered,  since  hia 
first  knowledge  of  public  business,  his  lord- 
ship having  uniformly  condemned  thmn^ 
though  he  afterwards  thought  proper  to 
act  with  their  authors ;  and  if  the  noble 
earPs  age  did  not  stand  in  the  way,  he  bad 
no  doubt  but  that,  on  the  present  occasion^ 
his  lordship  would  give  one  more  proof  of 
his  change  of  sentiment,  by  warmly 
espousing  the  very  measures  he  now  so 
loudly  condemned. 

The  Earl  oi  HiiUborough  was  severe  on 
the  noble  framer  of  the  Bill.  He  spoke 
fuUy  on  legislation,  as  involving  in  it  every 
possible  power  and  exercise  of  civil  go- 
vernment. He  contended,  that  his  lord- 
ship's computation  of  the  numbers  in 
America,  wno  were  ready  to  dispute  the 
supremacy  of  parliament,  was  extremely 
erroneous ;  that  if  that  country  contained 
three  millions  of  people,  he  would  be  bold 
to  say,  from  his  own  certain  knowledge  of 
their  temper  and  disposition,  that  one 
third  at  least  were  willing  to  submit  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  that  out  of 
the  remainder,  the  women,  children,  and 
old  men,  could  not  be  deemed  fit  to  bear 
arms ;  so  that  the  noble  earl's  facts  were 
no  less  erroneous  than  his  argumentSt 
when  he  said,  that  three  millions  of  mea, 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  would  never  coo- 
sent  to  be  taxed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
country.  He  next  endeavoured  to  cor- 
rect a  mistake  of  the  same  noble  earl, 
where  he  asserted,  that  French  America 
took  40,000  men  to  reduce  it ;  being 
tisfied,  he  said,  that  at  no  one  time 
there  above  12,000  regular  troops  em- 
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plojed  on  that  serrice.  He  next  defended 
the  Declaratory  law.  but  insisted,  that  it 
oonfeired  no  new  right,  for  if  it  had  never 
DMed,  the  legislative  supremacy  of  par- 
bment  would  have  remained  the  same : 
mA  concluded  with  holding  out  the  fa- 
foanble  disposition  of  administration  to- 
vtrds  the  colonies,  when  they  manifested 
a  loitable  temper  on  their  part,  which 
oodd  never  be  till  they  submitted  to  the 
mt  constitutional  claims  of  the  British 
Imhtafe. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Richmond  took  a  compre- 
bosire  view  of  the  question.  He  exa* 
iiined  the  Bills  mentioned  in  the  claim  of 
lights,  one  by  one,  and  shewed  with  great 
ibOitj  the  foundations  on  which  they  rest- 
ed. He  dwelt  particularly  on  the  Acts  for 
cttiblishing  courts  of  Admiralty,  and  for 
iheriog  the  charter  of  the  Massachusetts 
Biy.  He  said,  the  former  erected  ajuris- 
mion,  the  judges  of  which  were  inte- 
nited  in  the  decision ;  and  the  latter, 
Q&der  the  colour  of  constituting  juries,  on 
the  plan  of  those  in  England,  lodged  the 
pover  of  selecting  persons  fit  to  serve,  in 
>o  officer  called  a  sheriff,  it  was  true,  but 
in  officer,  at  the  same  time,  as  little  known 
ia  our  constitution  as  any  Turkish  or  Rus- 
na  magistrate :  an  English  sheriff  being 
wremoreable  by  any  power  under  heaven, 
bttt  for  malversation  in  his  office,  while  a 
Jwiffin  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
«y  is  to  be  renoovable  by  his  Majesty, 
w  governor,  or  deputy  governor:  by 
'hich  means  the  executive  power  has  vir- 
toaDy  the  appointing  of  juries,  and  conse- 
qaently  tbe  lives,  fortunes,  and  personal 
™ertyof  the  subjccU  of  that  province  to- 
^ly  at  their  disposal  and  n^ercy ;  a  state 
ofwbjugation,  he  hoped,  no  Englishman 
^wW  ever  be  so  mean,  slavish,  or  servile 
l^inibniit  to.  He  then  insisted  that  the 
•rownistration  had  uniformly,  for  a  num- 
hw  of  years  back,  endeavoured  to  deceive 
we  colonies;  that  they  had  ao  repeatedly 
plated  their  most  solemn  promises,  that 
w confidence  was  at  an  end:  that  out  of 
Bomberless  instances  he  should  only  select 
^  which  was  the  letter  written  by  the 
^  noble  earl  himself,  (earl  of  Hillsbo- 
2Jgh)  accompanying  the  Revenue  Act, 
y«n  he  pledged  himself,  by  tbe  most 
*w«in  assurances,  that  they  were  mere 
•^  of  form,  and  were  meant  to  be  im- 
"'•dWely  repealed,  being  intended  as  a 
JjnjMl  assertion  of  the  Declaratory  law 
2*w  in  176G.  [Here  his  grace  was  call- 
« to  order  by  ^  ^j  ^f  Hillsborough, 
*i>oiDiiBted,  that  the  promiae  coataiiMd 


in  the  letter  was  not  broken.  His  grace 
contended  it  was,  and  said  he  would  appeal 
to  the  letter  itself,  which  he  desired  mifiht 
be  read.  It  was  not  however  read.]  His 
grace  proceeded  to  recount  the  particulars 
relative  to  that  transaction,  how  the  du- 
ties on  paper,  painters'  colours,  and  glass 
were  repealed,  in  a  pretended  performance 
of  that  promise,  while  that  on  tea,  the 
cause  of  all  the  present  confusions,  was 
continued.  He  then  turned  to  the  avow- 
ed firmness  of  a  noble  earl,  high  in  office, 
(earl  Gower)  who  seemed  so  willing  to 
court  danger,  to  face  the  block,  and  fall 
with  the  ruins  of  the  constitution,  or  tri- 
umph in  its  constitutional  maintenance. 
He  comforted  the  noble  earl  with  the 
strongest  assurances  of  his  being  in  no  dan- 
ger ;  for  it  was  easily  avoided,  by'  only  at  a 
convenient  time  altering  his  opinion;  to 
prove  which,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
adverting  to  a  particular  fact,  which  came- 
within  his  own  knowledge.  And  then  he 
jocularly  observed,  that  however  smdl  the 
minority  might  appear  on  the  present  ques- 
tion, he  had  seen  as  small  hourly  increase 
till  it  became  the  majority ;  and  then  told 
the  following  anecdote,  which  happened 
when  lord  Bute  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury,  to  prove  it :  **  I  remember,  said 
his  grace,  at  tnat  period,  a  Bill  was  brought 
into  this  House  to  prevent  the  members 
from  being  screenedf  from  their  debts;— I 
heartily  acceded  to  this  Bill  upon  princi- 
ple, and  had  the  honour  of  being  joined  by 
the  noblelord  then  at  the  head  of  the  Xrea* 
sury.  On  the  division  the  Noes  as  usual 
went  below  the  bar ;  when^  missing  their 
leader,  they  turned  short,  and  were  much 
surprised  to  see  him  on  the  other  side. 
Hie  late  Chasles  Townshend  remarked 
upon  this  circumstance,  that  he  would 
hold  two  to*  one,  in  less  than  a  year  those 
very  members  who  divided  against  him, 
would  creep  under  the  table  to  join  him. 
Had  he  been  taken  up  he  would  have  won 
his  wager.'^  He  next  reminded  the  no- 
ble earl  (Qower)  of  an  instance  of  his  do- 
cility, which  came  n^ore  directly  home  to 
him,  as  being  personally  concerned.  It 
was  in  the  year  1766,  before  Christmas, 
when  a  noble  friend  of  his  (the  late  duke 
of  Bedford)  made  a  motion  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  nation.  Ha 
doubted  not  but  the  noble  earl  was  to  the 
full  as  ready  to  face  the  block  then  as  now, 
in  support  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty; 
but  what  was  the  conseauence  ?  The  no* 
ble  earl,  the  author  of  the  present  Bill, 
ha?iiig  iQ  tbe  igterioi  met  him  ftt  Bath« 
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and  hayiDg  had  some  oonveraation  with 
him,  the  parliament  was  adjourned  to  the 
day  after  the  state  of  the  nation  was  to  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  all  enquiry  was 
at  an  end,  and  the  nation  left  to  shift  for 
itself. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  lamented,  in 
a  very  sensible  manner,  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affiurs,  and  the  dan^rous  conse- 
quences of  a  civil  war,  which  he  feared 
would  terminate  as  the  socia)  war  among 
the  Romans  did,  in  the  inevitable  destruc- 
tion of  the  whole  empire.  He  was  mode- 
vate,  pathetic,  and  drew  the  attention  of 
every  side  of  the  House.  iHe  did  not 
pretend  to  determine  on  the  contents  of 
the  present  Bill,  nor  adopt  it  throughout ; 
alJ^  he  wished  was,  that  one  sober  view 
rtould  be  taken  of  the  great  question,  be- 
fi>re  perhaps  we  blindly  rushed  into  a 
scene  of  confusion  ana  civil  strife,  the 
event  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee. 

Earl  Temple  said,  that  he  had  never 
given,  in  puolic  oi*  private,  a  decided  opi- 
nion, whether  k  was  wise  or  not  to  pass 
the  Stamp  Act;  but  that  he  was  abun- 
dantly convinced  that  all  the  evils  and 
distractions  now  complained  of,  were  de- 
rived from  the  fatal  repeal  of  it ;  that  the 
biUs  of  last  year  were  more  exceptionable 
ss  to  the  mode  than  as  to  the  matter.  He 
«aid  nothing  with  regard  to  the  contents 
of  the  Bill  which  had  been  read,  and 
finished  with  expressing  his  disapprobation 
of  rejecting  in  so  harsh  and  unprecedented 
a  manner,  a  Bill  designed  for  the  most  sa- 
lutanr  purposes,  and  presented  to  their 
lordships,  by  a  hand  so  truly  respectable 
as  that  of  his  noble  friend  and  relation : 
this,  reason  alone  deciding  upon  his  vote. 

The  debate  lasted  till  almost  ten  o'clock, 
when  the  question  being  put,  there  ap- 
peared for  the  earl  of  Sandwich's  Amend- 
ment, Contents  61,  Non-contents  32 ;  so 
that  Uie  Bill  was  rejected.* 


*  Od  the  10th  of  Febraary,  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  Loadoa  came  to  the  fbllowiDg 
Resolutibo : 

'*  That  the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to 
the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Chatham  for  baring 
Offer^  to  the  Hoyse  of  Lords  a  plan  for  con  • 
dilating  the  differences  which  unfbrtanately 
subsist  between  the  administration  in  this  conn- 
trv  and  its  American  colonies ;  and  to  all  those 
vrno  supported  that  noUe  lord  in  so  humane  a 
measare." 

The  Town  Clerk  baring  waited  on  lord  Chat- 
ham with  the  above  Resolation,  faia  tordship 
returned  the  following  Answer : 

«•  Loid  Chatham  dcsiost  the  favow  vf  Mti 


Debate  on  Mr.  Alderman  Sa'nhrid^t 
Motion  for  a  BUI  for  shortening  the  Jh* 
ration  of  Parliaments,^  Feb.  1.  Mr.  Al- 
derman Sawbridge  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  shortening  the  Duradoa 
of  Parliaments.  He  said  he  declined  en* 
tering  into  a  detailed  view  of  the  question, 
or  minutely  taking  it  in  the  several  strik- 
ing lights  in  which  it  presented  itselfl  He 
adverted  to  the  leadmg  characteristics  of 
some  formerparliaments ;  the  tyrant  Beorj 
tlie  eighth's  were  servile ;  that  of  1641  a 
violent  assembly ;  the  long  one  of  Charles 
the  second  was  aptly  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  the  Pensioned  Parliament ;  hut  aD 
those  several  qualities  of  servility,  violence, 
and  prostitution,  were  at  once  united  in 
the  last.  He  could  not,  he  said,  as  jei 
venture  to  pronounce  on  the  complexioo 
of  the  present,  but  he  was  afraid  it  would 
prove  itself  the  true  offBpring  of  itt 
imputed  political  father,  the  minister;  u 
so,  he  had  very  little  good  to  expect 
from  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, with  a  short  speech  on  the  evil  ten- 
dency of  long  parliaments. 

Town  Clerk  to  offer  my  lord  mayor,  the  aM€^ 
men,  and  commons,  m  common  council  tf* 
sembled,  his  most  respectful  and  grateful  a^ 
knowledgnents  for  the  signal  boooor  tbef 
have  been  pleased  to  confer  on  the  .b^**^?*! 
cbaige  of  his  duty,  in  a  moment  of  nnpeP^ 
calamity.  Under  deep  impresaions  mynt^ 
marks  of  lavonrable  construction  of  bis  cob* 
duct,  during  the  evil  hour  of  a  dangeroos  '0^ 
reign  war,  he  now  deems  himself  too  fortUDtf" 
to  find  his  efibrts  for  preventine  the  rum  «0| 
horrors  of  a  civil  war  approved,  hoaoured,  w" 
strengthened  by  the  first  corporate  body  m  ID" 
kiag&ft,'* 
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Tbe  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  WUkes : 

Sir;  the  question  now  before  the 
House  ba$  been  8o  frequentl  j  and  ao  ably 
ipoken  to  by  the  bon.  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion,  and  is  in  general  so  per- 
fectly understood,  that  I  shall  trouble  yoo 
vith  littie  more  on  this  occasion  than  to 
reUirn  him  my  hearty  thanks  for  his  truly 
patriotic  endeaTours  and  noble  persere- 
iiDoe  IB  a  business  of  this  importance. 
Frecpieot  parliaments.  Sir,  are  the  ancient 
cooititotion  of  England,  and  the  right  of 
tbe  peo|rie  to  them  arises  from  die  nature 
af  all  de^gated  power,  amd  the  necessity 
of  i  cootroul.  if  a  representative  in  the 
intaesaion  of  a  parliaroent  acts  contrarr 
to  the  duty  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  is 
it  fit  that  his  constituents  should  be  com-> 
palled  to  wait  till  the  end  of  a  tedious 
leriod  of  seven  years  before  th^y  can 
We  fD  opportunity  of  depriving  him  of 
apover,  which  he  so  early  abused?  I 
tbiok  the  case  now  mentioned  actually 
aiiits  b  the  very  dawn  of  this  new  parlia- 
neDt  Several  gentlemen  have  talted  of 
die  laat  parliament  in  the  terms  of  reproach 
and  iikbgnation  which  that  profligate  as* 
itBibiy  most  justly  merited.  I  fear,  Sir, 
the  present  parliament  are  treading  in  the 
ttne  atepa,  which  conducted  their  imme" 
Atte  predecesson  to  the  utter  hatred  of 
themttion.  They  seem  to  advance  with 
gntatrides  to.a  like  detestation  from  this 
age,  and  from  all  posterity.  The  people 
without  doors,  especially  in  Uie  capital, 
tthe  00  scruple  to  affirm  that  the  ma- 
jontj  of  this  House  have  even  thus  early, 
B  ooe  great  instance,  acted  contrary  to 
^  plain  duty,  which  they  owe  to  their 
fouDtry,  and  to  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  them.  1  allude,  Sir,  to  the  contempt 
tbevQ  of  the  Petition*  of  %o  respectable 
t  body  as  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London  trading  to  North  America.  This 
>k  majority  have  done  in  defiance  of  all 
Jceocy,  and  of  the  great  principles  of 
«e  eoDstitution*  1  am  sorry  to  eoserve, 
2|^  the  alarm  is  already  become  general, 
wfrom  this  early  i^rase  of  their  trust, 
^  delegated  powers,  which  the  same  men 
w  ao  ktel^  received  for  the  security 
Mpcservation  of  the  rights  of  their  con- 
■wenta,  will  be  employed  tihrough  a 
•^  of  the  next  seven  years  for  our 
**nmion|  and  that  of  ear  fellow-sab- 
2^  ia  America^  unless  the  excellent  mo* 
y  of  the  hon.  gentleman  shoidd  arreac 
■«»  ia  their  career. 


*  See  p.  168,  of  the  present  ? olome. 


A  tiew  argument.  Sir,  in  fiivour  of  the 
motion  in  your  hand  seems  at  this  time  to 
arise  from  the  nature  of  most  of  the  Peti« 
titions  complaining  of  undue  -  elections* 
which  have  oeen  presented  to  us  in  this 
first  session  of  the  parliament  The  ge* 
neral  complaint  is  that  of  briberjr  and  cor* 
ruption.  Short  parliaments.  Sir,  if  fher 
dia  not  totally  eradicate  this  most  pemiei* 
ous  practice,  must  necessarily  dimmish 
the  evil  in  no  small  degree.  By  the  fire* 
quent  return  of  appeals  to  the  people,  the 
public  money  in  the  minister's  Inmda 
would  not  be  found  alwa^^s  adequate  to 
the  crooked  counsels  of  an  insidious  court, 
Bor  to  a  determined  purpose  of  regularly 
counteracting  the  wishes  of  a  nation.  The 
^floodgates  of  the  treasury,  however  widdj 
openeid,  would  on  such  repeaited  occasions 
scarcely  aflbrd  torrents  copious  and  impe* 
tuous  enough  to. carry  tfway  all  sense  of 
duty  to  the  constitution,  all  regard  tothe 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  country.  If  this 
House  were  elected  for  a  short  term  only* 
a  commerce  of  corruption  between  the 
minister  and  the  representative  codld  not 
grow  up  to  acquire  the  strength  and  coiw 
sistency  which  is  given  by  a  period  of 
seven  years  security,  and  independency 
on  the  power  by  which  we  were  created. 

I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  Sir* 
for  only  one  more  short  observation* 
This  motion*  strikes  me  as  a  kind  of  paur« 
liamentary  test,  which  brings  ever}^  thine 
home  to  our  consciences.  It  cannot  fau 
of  meeting  in  this  House  the  support  of 
all  the  true  friends  of  the  ancient  consti- 
tution of  England,  of  all  who  mean  to  act 
honestly,  for  they  run  no  risk.  l*hey  are 
sure  of  the  tfpplause,  and  free  choice  of 
their  constituents,  on  every  fresh  appeal. 
The  venal  and  interested,  all  who  tnink 
lightly  of  their  ties  and  obligations  to  theur 
masters,  and  do  not  hold  themselves  bound 
to  hear  and  redress  the  injuries  of  the  na« 
tion  which  they  represent,  but  are  regard* 
less  of  the  feelings  of  the  people,  intent 
only  on  tbe  public  plunder ;  all  these  have 
their  terrors,  and  certainly  not  ill- ground- 
ed, on  the  first  suggestion  of  an  appeal  to 
their  constituents.  From  such  men  only, 
an  opposition  to  this  motion  is  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  representative  who  is  con* 
scious  of  having  merited  well  of  his  o^« 
stituents,  wUI  always  rejoice  at  the  opj>or^ 
tunity  of  applying  for  frec^uent  proofs  of 
their  regard  and  trust;  will  desire,  will 
earnestly  s^icft,  this  appeal;  while  thd 
man  who  has  acted  contrary  to  the  clea# 
diotates  of  his  dijlyi  and  brayed  \ai 
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trust,  wiH  naturally  dread  every  such.oc- 
casioDy  will  tremble  even  at  the  distant 
view  of  the  spirited  indignation,  with 
which  he  would  be  rejected.  A  guilty 
mind.  Sir,  frequently  braves  the  silent  re- 
proaches of  a  wounded  conscience,  but 
can  seldom  bear  up  against  that  .public 
contempt  and  infamy  which  I  trust  will 
always  pursue  pariiamentary  prostitution. 

Mr.  Moysey  entered  into  a  clear  and 
substantial  investigation  of  the  question, 
took  notice  of  the  efforts  made  by  the 
great  constitutional  Whigs  immediately 
after  the  Revolution,  to  obtain  the  trien- 
nial law;  of  the  great  benefits  derived 
from  that  law,  during  a  course  of  upwards 
of  20  years,  and  the  great  political  motives 
which  produced  its  repeal  in  the  first  year 
of  Greorge  the  first.  He  said  those  mo- 
tives originated  in  temporary  expediency ; 
that  the  measure  was  consented  to  on  the 
principle  of  immediate  preservation  and 
state  necessity;  and  as  those  causes  no 
longer  subsisted,  every  colour  of  reason 
and  argument  for  retaining  septennial  par- 
liaments must  fall  with  the  motives  which 
gave  birth  to  them. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gltfwn  contended  that  the 
present  mode  of  convening  parliaments 
was  repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of 
the  constitution,  and  would  in  the  end,  he 
predicted,  be  destructive  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself. 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

V  A  cs  $  ^^'  ^^^*  Sawbridge 
^*^®?Mr.  Aid.  Oliver-    - 

NA1S.Q  \  Colonel  Egerton      - 
^^^^  i  Mr.  Cooper  -    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Petition  of  the  West  India  Planters  to 
the  Commons  respecting  the  American 
Noii'Importation  Agreement.']  Feb.  2.  A 
Petition  of  the  planters  of  his  Majesty's 
sugar  colonies  residing  in  Great  Britain; 
aod  of  the  merchants  of  London  trading 
to  the  said  colonies,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  are  exceedingly 
alarmed  at  an  Agreement  and  Association 
entered  into,  by  the  congress  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  North  America,  on  the  5th  of 
Sept.  1774<,  whereby  the  members  thereof 
agreed  and  associated,  for  themselves  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  provinces 
lying  between  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia, 
that  from  and  after  the  ist  of  Sept,  1774, 


they  would  not  import  into  British  Ame- 
rica any  melasses,  syrups,  paneles,  coffee, 
or  piemento,  from  the  British  plantations; 
and  that  after  the  10th  of  Sept.  1775,  if 
the  Acts  and  the  parts  of  the  Acts  cf  the 
British  parliament  therein  mentioned,  sre 
not  repealed,  they  would  not  directly,  or 
indirectly,  export  any  merchandize  or 
commodity  whatsoever  to  the  West  Indies; 
and  representing  to  the  House  that  the 
British  property  in  the  West  India  islaods 
amounts  to  upwards  of  30  millions  iteri- 
ing ;  and  that  a  further  property  of  many 
millions  is  employed  in  the  commerce 
created  by  the  said  islands,  a  commerce 
comprehending  Africa,  the  East  Indies 
and  Europe;  and  that  the  whole  profits 
and  produce  of  those  capitals  ultimatelf 
center  in  Great  Britain,  and  add  to  the 
national  wefilth,  while  the  navigation  ne- 
cessary to  all  its  branches,  establishes  s 
strength  which  wealth  can  neither  par- 
chase  nor  balance;  and  that  the  sugar 
plantations  in  the  West  Indies  are  subject 
to  a  greater  variety  of  contingencies  than 
many  other  species  of  property,  from 
their  necessary  dependence  on  external 
support ;  and  that  therefore,  should  any 
interruption  happen  in  the  general  system 
of  their  commerce,  the  great  nations! 
stock  thus  vested  and  employed  must  be- 
come unprofitable  and  precarious;  aod 
that  the  profits  arising  from  the  present 
state  of  the  said  islands,  and  that  are 
likely  to  arise  from  their  future  improve- 
ment, in  a  great  measure  depend  on  a 
free  and  reciprocal  intercourse  betvreen 
them  and  the  several  provinces  of  North 
America,  from  whence  they  are  fiirnished 
with  provisions  and  other  supplies  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  their  support  and  the 
maintenance  of  their  plantations ;  and  that 
the  scarcity  and  high  price,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  other  parts  of  Europe,  of  those 
articles  of  indispensible  necessity,  which 
they  now  derive  from  the  middle  colonies 
of  America,  and  the  inadequate  popula- 
tion in  some  parts  of  that  continent,  with 
the  distance,  danger,  and  uncertainty,  of 
the  navigation  from  others,  forbid  the  pe- 
titioners to  hope  for  a  supply  in  any  degree 
proportionate  to  their  wants ;  and  that,  i^ 
the  first  part  of  the  said  Agreement  and 
Association  for  a  non-importation  hath 
taken  place,  and  shall  be  continued,  the 
same  will  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
sugar  colonies ;  and  that,  if  the  second 
part  of  the  said  Agreement  and  Association 
for  a  non-exportation  shall  be  carried  inta 
ezecutiony  which  the  petitioners  do  6iaij 
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befieve  vfll  happen,  unless  the  harmony 
tint  sobsif ted  a  few  yean  ago  between 
tMs  kincdom  and  the  provinces  of  Ame- 
liea,  to  toe  infinite  advantage  of  both,  be 
mtofed,  the  islands,  which  are  supplied 
vith  most  of  their  subsistence  from  thence, 
will  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress,  and 
the  trade  between  all  the  islands  and  this 
kiogdom  will  of  course  be  obstructed,  to 
tbedbioution  of  the  public  revenue,  to 
the  extreme  injury  of  a  great  number  of 
photera,  and  to  the  great  prejudice  oi  the 
merchants,  not.  only  by  the  said  obstruc* 
tin,  but  also  by  the  ddlay  of  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  an  immense 
dd)t  due  from  the  former  to  the  latter ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  House,  to  take 
into  their  most  serious  consideration  that 
peat  political  system  of  the  colonies  here- 
tofore so  very  beneficial  to  the  mother 
conntry  and  her  dependencies,  and  adopt 
nch  measures  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet, 
to  prevent  the  evils  with  which  thepeti- 
tiooen  are  threatened,  and  to  preserve 
tbe  intercourse  between  the  West  India 
idaods  and  the  northern  colonies,  to  the 
geoeral  harmony  and  lasting  benefit  of 
the  whole  British  empire ;  and  that  they 
BMj  be  beard,  by  themselves,  their  agents, 
ir  eoaosel,  in  support  of  their  Petition." 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consider- 
ttion  of  the  committee  on  the  Petition  of 
the  merchants  of  London,  concerned  in 
the  commerce  of  North  America. 

Mate  in  the  Commons  on  an  Address 
to  the  King  upon  the  Disturbances  in 
Ifoiih  America.*^  Feb.  2.  The  House 
foolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
vhole  House,f  to  consider  of  the  several 
Papers  presented  to   the  House,  by  his 

*  Pre? ious  to  the  debate,  the  avenues  leading 
to  the  Hoaae  were  so  extremely  crowded,  that 
there  was  oot  room  for  the  members  to  pass. 
^pUJDt  bttiDg  made,  the  lobby  and  the  gal- 
'fj  were  cleared,  and  none  were  allowed  to 
iCBaiQ,  the  Irtsb  members  excepted. 

t  Mr.  Oibbon  to  Mr.  Holroyd.  Boodle's, 
^*-  31,  1775.'  **  Sometimes  people  do  not 
*^  becaoae  they  are  too  idle,  aod  sometimes 
^^ctuaethey  are  too  busy.  The  former  was 
Jljullj  my  case,  but  at  present  it  is  the  latter. 
'W  £ite  of  Europe  and  America  aeems  fully 
efficient  to  take  up  the  time  of  one  man ;  and 
^eeiaNy  of  a  man  who  gives  op  a  great  deal 
f^ne  for  the  purpose  of  public  and  private 
Jl^niiatioo.  1  think  I  have  socked  Maudait 
^  HoicbesoB  very  dry ;  and  if  my  confi- 
fy  was  equal  to  my  eloquence,  and  my  elo- 
ftease  to  my  knowledge,  perhaps  I  might 


Majesty's  command,  relative  to  the  Dis- 
turbances in  North  America. 

Lord  North  recapitulated  the  informal 
tion  contained  iq  the  papers ;  discriminated 
the  temper  of  the  colonies ;  pointed  out 
those  where  moderation  prevaUed,  and 
where  violence  was  concealed  under  the 
appearance  of  duty  and  submission ;  and 
named  such  as  he  thought  were  in  a  state 
of  actual  rebellion.  He  spoke  of  arts 
which  he  asserted  were  employed  on  both 
sides  the  Atlantic  to  raise  this  seditious 
roirit.  '  He  drew  a  comparison  between 
tne  burdens  borne  by  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  and  those  of  America.  The  annual 
taxes  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  he  said,  amounted  to  ten  millions 
sterling,  exclusive  of  the  expences  of  col- 
lection ;  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  he  supposed  to  be  eight 
millions,  therefore  every  inhabitant  paid 
at  least  25  shillings  annually.  The  total 
taxes  of  the  continent  of  America  amount 
to  no  more  than  JSfiOOL ;  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  America  were  three  millions^ 
therefore  an  inhabitant  of  America  paid  no 
more  than  sixpence  annually.  He  then 
proceeded  to  lay  down  the  legislative 
supremacy  of  parliaAient ;  stated  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  America  to  resist  it,  and 
the  almost  universal  confederacy  of  the 
colonies  in  that  resistance.  Here,  he  said, 
he  laid  his  foot  on  the  great  barrier,  which 
separated,  and  for  the  present  disunited 
both  countries ;  and  on  this  ground  alone 
of  resistance  and  denial,  he  raised  every 
argument  leading  to  the  motion  he  intended 

make  no  very  intolerable  speaker.  At  all 
events,  I  fancy  I  shall  try  to  expose  myself: 

*  Semper  ego  auditor  tantum  ?  Nunquamne 
reponam  V 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  we  have  both  the  right  and  the 
power  on  our  aide,  and  that,  though  the  efibrt 
may  be  accompanied  with  some  melancholy 
circumstftDces,  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  de- 
cisive moment  of  preserving,  or  of  losing  for 
ever,  both  our  trade  and  empire.  We  expect 
next  Thursday  or  Friday  to  be  a  very  great 
day.  Hitherto  we  have  been  chiefly  emploved 
in  reading  papers,  and  rejecting  petitions.  Pe- 
titions were  brought  from  I^ndon,  Bristol, 
Norwich,  Sec,  framed  by  party,  aod  designed 
to  delay.  By  the  aid  of  some  parliamentary 
quirks,  they  have  been  all  referred  to  a  sepa- 
rate inactive  committee,  which  Burke  calls  a 
committee  of  oblivion,  and  ,are  now  considered 
as  dead  in  law.  Our  general  divisions  are 
about  350  to  80  or  90."  Gibbon'a  Miscella- 
neous Works,  vol.  1,  p.  488. 
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to  make ;  which  he  said  would  be  for  an 
Address  to  the  Eiog,  and  for  a 'conference 
with  the  Lords,  that  it  might  be  the  joint 
address  of  both  Houses.  He  hinted,  that 
the  measures  intended  to  be  pursued,  in 
case  the  King  should  comply'  with  their 
address,  were,  to  send  more  force;  to 
bring  in  a  temporary  Act  to  put  a  stop  to 
all  the  foreign  trade  of  New  Englatid,  par- 
ticularly to  their  fishery  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  till  the^  returned  te  their 
duty;  at  the  same  time  declaring  that 
whenever  they  should,  acknowledge  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  British  legislature, 
pay  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  realm> 
and  make  a  due  submission  to  the  King, 
their  real  grievances,  upon  their  makins 
proper  application,  should  be  redresse<£ 
His  lordsnip  observed,  that  the  other  colo- 
nies were  not  so  culpable,  and  he  hoped 
might  yet  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  to  the  mother  country  by  more  lenient 
measures.  The  question,  he  said,  lay 
within  a  very  narrow  compass:  it  was 
simply,  whether  we  should  abandon  this 
claim,  and  at  once  give  up  every  advantage 
arising  both  from  the  sovereignty  and  the 
commerce,  or  to  ensure  both  ?  Or  whe- 
ther we  should  resort  to  the  measures  in- 
dispensably necessa,ry  on  such  an  occasion? 
He  concluded  with  moving, 

^*  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  return  hla 
Majesty  our  most  humble  thanks,  for 
havmg  been  graciously  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  this  House,  the  several  papei« 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  the  tfntish 
colonies  in.  America,  which,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's commands,  have  been  laid  before 
this  House,  and  from  which,  after  taking 
tliem  into  our  most  serious  consideration, 
we  find,  that  a  j^art  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 

Kts  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
y  have  proceeded  so  far  to  resist  the 
authority  of  the  supreme  legislature,  that 
-  a  rebellion  at  this  time  actually  exists 
within  the  said  province ;  and  we  see  with 
the  utmost  concern,  th^t  they  have  been 
countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements,  entered 
into  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  several 
of  the  other  colonies,  to  the  injury  and 
Oppression  of  many  of  their  innocent  fellow 
subjects  resident  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions;  this  conduct  on  their  part 
appears  to  us  the  more  inexcusable,  wlien 
we  consider  with  how  much  temper  his 
Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  ParBament 
have  aoted,  in  support  of  the  laws  and 


c<HUtitudoB  of  Great  Britain ;  to  dedtte 
that  we  can  never  so  far  desert  the  trust 
reposed  in  us,  as  to  relinquish  any  part  of 
the  sovereign  authority  over  all  his.ildUi* 
jesty's  dominions,  which  by  law  is  vested 
in  his  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Far* 
liament ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  many 
persons,  in  several  of  the  colonies,  daring 
the  late  disturbances,  is  alone  sofficieBt  to 
convince  us  how  necessary  this  power  Is^ 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  ana  fortunes 
of  all  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  that  we  evet 
have  been,  and  always  shall  be,  ready  ta 
pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grieir* 
ances  of  any  of  hb  Majesty's  sobjecta^ 
which  shall  in  a  dutiful  and  constitutional 
manner  be  laid  before  us ;  and  whenever 
any  of  the  colonies  shall  make  a  propct 
application  to  us,  we  sliall  be  ready  t# 
afl&rd  them  every  just  and  reasonable  in* 
dulgence ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  «a 
consider  it  as  our.indi8pensable  duty,  huoa^ 
bly  to  beseech  his  Majesty,  that  his  Ma^ 
jesty  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
authority  of  the  supreme  legislature;  and 
that  we  beg  leave,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  it  it 
our  fixed  resolution,  at  the  hazard  of  ont 
lives  and  properties,  to  stand  by  his  Ma« 
jesty,  against  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  just  rights  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

Sir;  the  noble  lord  has  endea- 
voured, by  every  light  into  which  he 
throw  the  question,  to  prove  that  the 
sistance  of  the  Americans,  though  it  hai 
gone  no  further  than  votes  and  resolu- 
tions, is  actual  and  open  rebeUion;  and 
we  are  to  come  to  a  resolution  declaratory 
of  the  same  idea ;  I  think.  Sir,  that  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  proving  the  direct  con- 
trary position ;  Uiat  the  Atnericans  arc 
not  in  rebellion,  that  the  votes  and  reso< 
lutions  ^f  the  several  congresses,  bolii 
provincial  and  continental,  are  decent 
and  moderate,  though  firm  declarations  ok 
the  estimation  in  which  liberty  ougrht  t4 
be  held,  and  tempered  with  the  higbeai 
expcessions  of  loyalty  and  duty  to  then 
sovereign.  Against  wliat  is  it  that  thcg 
rebel  I  Do  they  deny  allegiance  to  hx 
Majesty  ?  Are  they  in  arms  in  opposin| 
the  King's  troops  ?  By  what  explanation 
or  by  what  misconception,  their  conduct  i 
now  to  be  branded  with  so  violent  and  m{ 
fatal  an  epithet,  I  cannot  apprehend.  YofK 
passed  Acts  in  the  last  sessioxii  whidi»  in 
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Hetd  of  governmg  America,  carried  t  j- 
nooj  into  the  bowels  of  America,  and 
(fertumed  all  legal  cooatitution  in  one  of 
that  prorinces;  and  you  utterly  ruined 
the  capital  of  tlie  empire  in  that  part  of 
Ibe  world,  by  way  of  punishing  the  inso- 
lenoeof  a  mob.  You  executed  those  Acta 
b^  force  of  arms  ^  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies thinking  themselves  tyrannically  used, 
tod  conceiving  that  the  nature  of  their  de- 
Modency  upon  the  parliament  of  Great 
Dritain  was  not  well  understood,  on  either 
lide  of  the  water,  in  order  to  treat  with 
tbii  country  upon  such  momentous  points, 
convened  a  general  congress ;  the  depu- 
ties met  in  that  congress,  came  to  reaolu* 
tioBs  declaratory  of  their  ideas  of  their 
ttbtoission  unto  Britain,  full  of  duty  and 
iliegiance  to  the  King,  and  respect  to- 
,  wnds  parliament ;  but  as  all  free  countries 
kve  licentious  subjects,  and  freedom  in 
I  tfut  country  is  attended  with  licentious 
ie«»-papers,  we,  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  are  to  overlook  the  conduct  of 
tiie  congress,  and  aearch  for  proofs  of  re- 
kliioD  among  the  American  mobs  and 
toloay  newft-papers,  which  have  actually 
ken  laid  before  ua  as  state  papers,  upon 
ibich  we  are  to  form  our  resolutions ;  yet 
m  the  action  of  those  mobs,  and  in  the  ex- 

En'ons  of  these  news- papers  is  not  re- 
OD  to  be  found.    Ana  it  must  be  by 
tliemofit  sophistical  of  all  arguments,  that 
nch  a  deduction  is  to  be  drawn ;  a'people 
gofemed  by  a  constitution  subordinate  to 
.  anr  own,  but  the  extent  and  powers  of 
I  *l»ich  are  unknown  even  to  ourselves, 

eening  the  utmost  ioj^alty  and  obe- 
ce  to  the  King,  and  using  no  violence 
I  jpiMt  bis  troops,  nor  befng  any  where 
!  ■  amii,  cannot,  but  by  the  utmost  per- 
son of  sense  and  expression,  be  deno« 
I  *nntted  rebels.    I  insist  that  America  is 
W  in  a  state  of  rebellion.    I  insist  that 
«»tty  appearance  of  riot,  disorder,  tumult, 
I  Jyl  ledition  which  the  noble  lord  has  so 
I  ■WifiiDy  recounted   from    news-papers, 
■lies  not  from  disobedience,  treason,  or 
wllion,  but  is  created  by  the  conduct 
."JlMJBe,  who  are  anxious  to  establish 
2?**^  J  •nd  whose  views  are  mani-' 
Wy  directed  to  reduce  America  to  the 
*ttt  abject  state  of  servility,  as  a  prelude 
wthe  tealizing  the  same  wicked  system  in 
.  the  mother  country . 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurt<rto  : 

Sir ;  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
Jjjjtts  gtaeatly  exerted  his  eloquence  in 
•«r  to  prove,  that  the  present  situation 
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of  the  Americans  is  not  that  of  rebellion. 
The  error  of  this  idea  is  pointed  out,  by 
simply  recurring,  not  to  tlie  elaborate  ar« 
guments  of  so  learned  a  gentleman,  but 
to  the  deduction  of  common  sense  only* 
The  several  provincial  meetings  have  or* 
dered  an  arrangement  of  the  militia ;  that 
the  fensible  men  hold  themselves  armed^ 
accoutred,  and  ready  for  actual  service ; 
that  thirty  rounds  of  powder  and  ball  be 
provided.  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  co- 
lonies are  so  alert  in  obeying  these  orders^ 
that  they  go  beyond  their  commission^ 
and  seize  upon  the  King's  artillery  and 
stores ;  the  whole  continent  joining  m  one 
universal  voice  of  disobedience  to  the  le- 
gislature of  this  country.  Now,  Sir,  if 
this  is  not  rebellion,  1  desire  the  learned 
gentleman  will  explain  what  is  rebellion.. 
Throwing  the  stress  of  his  argument  on 
the  point  of  proving  that  the  colonists  si- 
tuation is  not  that  of  rebellion,  is  implying 
that  the  present  proposition  is  wrong, 
only  on  that  account ;  and  admitting,  that 
if  they  were  in  rebellion,  the  present  mea- 
sures would  be  perfectly  right.  By  every 
principle  of  policy,  we  ought  to  render 
ourselves  as  secure  as  possiUe ;  and  if  w# 
beard  that  such  menacing  circumstances 
as  I  have  mentioned  were  breaking  out  in 
Scotland,  in  Ireland,  or  Cornwall,  would 
not  the  ministry  deserve  impeachment,  if 
they  took  no  previous  measures  to  smo- 
ther those  seeds  of  rebellion  before  thej 
grew  up  too  powerful  for  resistance* 
Should  they  wait  till  all  the  parties  had 
joined,  and  were  on  one  march  to  Lon- 
don ?  The  cases  are  similar :  if  the  colo- 
nists are  allowed  to  proceed,  they  jpin  in 
one  powerful  army,  to  resist  which  will  be 
more  difficult,  and  attended  with  more 
mischief,  than  to  prevent  the  evils  of  such 
a  campaign  by  vigorous  measures,  before 
their  forces  are  m  the  field :  I  speak 
openly  upon  this  point,  because  I  am  con- 
vinced their  intentions  are  to  open  hos- 
tility against  the  troops,  and  to  become . 
independent  of  this  country ;  and  nothing 
ran  prevent  their  throwing  off  their  alle- 
giance, and  becoming  independent  states, 
and  this  country  loaing  all  the  commercial 
advantages  from  them  she  ever  enjoyed, 
but  a  vigorous  adherence  to  the  measures 
now  proposed. 

Colonel  Grant  said,  he  had  served  in 
America,  and  knew  the  Americans  well, 
was  certain  they  would  not  fight.  They 
would  never  dare  to  face  an  English  army, 
and  did  not  possess  any  of  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  make  a  good  soldier} 

[ft] 
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he  repeated  many  of  their  common  place 
expressions,  ridiciiled  theif  enthusiasm  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  drew  a.  disagree- 
able picture  of  their  manners  and  ways  of 
living. 

Mr,  Charles  Fox  spoke  better  than 
usual.  He  entered  fully  into  the  question ; 
pointed  out  the  injustice,  the  inexpediency 
and  folly  of  the  motion ;  prophesied  de- 
feat on  one  side  the  water,  and  ruin  and 
punishment  on  the  other.  He  moved  an 
Amendment  to  omit  all  the  motion,  but 
the  three  or  four  first  lines,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  following  words :  '*  But  de- 
ploring tt)at  the  information  which  they 
(the  Papers)  have  affoi-ded,  serves  only  to 
convince  the  House  that  the  measures 
taken  by  his  Majesty's  servants  tend 
rather  to  widen  than  to  heal  the  unhappy 
differences,  which  have  so  long  subsisted 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and 
praying  a  speedy  alteration  of  the  same." 

Mr.  Grenville  spoke  well  in  support  of 
the  legislative  power  and  controuling  su- 
premacy of  parliament ;  but  entirely  dis- 
approved of  the  present  measures,  as 
every  way  iqiproper,  intemperate  and  im- 
politic. 

Mr.  Cruder  said,  though  interested  as 
he  was  in  the  business  before  the  House, 
he  should  have  remained  silent,  had  he 
not  conceived  that  an  hon.  gentleman 
*(col.  Grant)  had  thrown  some  undeserved 
reflections  on  the  Americans,  which  he 
should  take  some  notice  of  before  he  sat 
down,  but  that  he  chose  first  to  pay  a  little 
attention  to  the  general  business.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  dispute  between  this 
country  and  her  colonies  was  of  such  in- 
finite importance  to  both,  that  he  hoped 
he  should  be  forgiven  if  he  said  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  enter  into  it,  but  with  the 
utmust  caution  and  deliberation  ;  that  we 
were  now  like  men  walking  on  the  brink 
of  a  precipice;  that  there  wfts  danger  in 
every  step,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
salvation  of  this  country  depenaed  on  the 
measures  that  were  adopted  by  the  House 
this  night.  He  then  apprized  the  House 
that  the  settlement  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes between  England  and  America  did 


not  particularly  concern  any  set  of  men,    these  two  deck  ships  could  be  sent  to  B<** 


whether  in  or  out  of  administration ;  that 
tt  related  to  all,  was  connected  with  all, 
and  materially  affected  the  interests  of  the 
whole  state.  He  then  strongly  recom- 
mended to  all  parties  to  go  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  question,  free  from  resent- 
ment  or  prejudice ;  to  consider  it  with  im- 
partiality, to  discuss  it  with  temper,  and 


to  adopt  with  unanimity  any  salutary  pn^ 
position,  regardless  of  the  man  or  parte 
that  mav  suggest  it.  He  then  endeavoured 
to  vinaicate  the  Americans,  both  as  to 
their  courage  and  gallantry,  (in  oppositioa 
to  the  assertions  of  the  colonel ;)  thelat* 
ter  he  did  with  much  good  humour  and 
pleasantry,  but  lost  his  temper  in  tht 
former,  became  personal,  ana  was  called 
to  order.  He  concluded  with  saying,  that 
as  many  schemes  of  accommodation  wero 
talked  of,  he  earnestly  wished  that  loma 
one  might  be  adopted  which  would  tend 
to  restore  the  harmony  and  affection  that 
once  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  and  produced  so  many  invi^ 
luable  blessings  to  both. 

Captain  LtUireU.  Notwithstanding  tht 
variety  of  opinions,  information,  and  arga* 
ments,  we  nave  beard  from  the  difereat 
parts  of  this  House,  in  the  course  of  tha 
several  debates  respecting  our  differenoei 
with  America,  I  fear,  if  we  venture  to  coa* 
sider  them  in  a  right  point  of  view,  wt 
shall  find  they  have  put  this  country  iota 
a  situation  we  are  not  ye(  sufficientljr  awais 
of,  but  which  requires  a  very  serious  at- 
tention. «  Sir,  I  know  it  is  unfashionable^ 
and  by  some  it  will  be  reckoned  troubla- 
some,  to  talk  of  pur  marine  in  parliameirt 
in  times  of  peace ;  but  afler  the  receat 
proof  we  have  had  of  the  eood  dispositioa 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  Commons  d 
England  towards  it,  I  have  no  doubt  b«t 
they  will  cheerfully  listen  to  the  conoens 
of  the  ndvy ;  and  as  the  papers  now  lyiog 
before  us  make  it  very  materially  neoea* 
sary  for  me  to  mention  them,  I  most  risk 
the  displeasure  of  a  few  individuals,  wha 
perhaps  from  interest .  or  iniquity  hsTS 
shewn  an  inclination  to  keep  us  io  tbi| 
dark.  Sir,  I  congratulate  administratioi 
upon  the  safe  arrival  of  one  half  of  captais 
Le  Crass's  squadron  at  Boston,  because  ^ 
isattended  with  this  fortunate  circumstanoQi 
that  we  know  where  to  find  those  ships,  aad 
so  have  the  power  to  recall  them  irom  i 
country  where  they  must  prove  totally 
useless  to  one  that  may  possibly  need  their 
protection.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  very  unr 
accountable,    for   what    useful  porposfls 


ton,  though  I  did  indeed  expect  in  tha 
course  of  the  correspondence  between 
vice-admiral  Graves  and  the  board  of  Ad* 
miralty,  some  plausible  excuse  would  hsTt 
been  offered  us  for  disarming  thiseoootry* 
But  thoush,  Sir,  in  this  respect,  and  mao^ 
others,  these  letters  convey  but  very  It" 
mited  and  insufficient  information,  the/  ^ 
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fetsttend  t6  aathenticate  my  amertions. 
For,  Sir,  admiral  Graves,  in  the  very  cu- 
rioos  accounts  be  gives  us  of  his  situation 
■1  his  letters  to  Mr.  Stephens,  obsenres, 
[Here  he  read  several  extracts  from  the 
American  Letters]  that  the  only  part  of 
tlie  fleet  he  can  employ  in  actual  service, 
IB  the  20  gun  ships  and  small  crafts ;  for 
which  reason  he  has  been  obliged  to  pur- 
dnse  several  schooners  to  perform  the 
Khig's  service ;  that  the  rest  of  the  fleet 
are  frozen  up,  and  reduced  to  act  upon 
die  defensive.    But,  Sir,  I  must  request, 
tiiat  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  January, 
iwn  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
isil  of  Dartmouth,  may  be  reaa.    Now, 
Sir,  I  believe  there  is  not  a  member  in 
this  House,   that  would  not  expect,  as 
much  as  I  did,  that  the  information  allud- 
ed to  in  that  letter,  and  the  corresnond- 
SDoe  said  to   acccttupany  it,    should   of 
;  emme  follow ;  and  I  nad  indeed  some  cu- 
liosity  to  see  by  what  magic  art  the  admi- 
al  could  station  and  dispose  of  a  fleet, 
vUch  according  to  bis  account,  and  my 
Mief,  may  be  long  since  locked  up  in  the 
iee,    and    attackable    from    the   shore. 
Loaded  waggooiB  have  been  known  to  pass 
apoB  the  ice  at  Boston  at  this  season  of 
tteyear.    But,  Sir,  not  one  line  of  this 
inlbnnation  is  laid  before  us,  though  it 
dttriy  relates  to  matters  of  fact,  not  of 
ipinion.    I  conclude  there  are  reasons  of 
^Me  fan  suppressing  it,  and  therefore  shall 
Mke  no  comments  on  the  subject.    The 
Boose  will  draw  their  inferences ;  I,  as  a 
Moan,  know  how  to  draw  mine.     Sir,  if 
Ifce  epithet  of  traitor  be  applicable  to  him 
who  reels  for  the  commerce  and  persecu- 
ioBs  of  AoDerica,  Tthhikthe  English  Ian- 
Mge  wants  a  name  for  that  man,  who 
sBflvingly    and   wantonly    disarms    this 
ooootry,  with  no  better  view,  nor  no  other 
kpe,  than  to  destroy  her  colonies.    The 
Anericans,  however,  feel  this  consolation, 
Aat  every  ship  and  every  regiment  you 
iad  to  Boston,  serves  but  to  add  strength 
ip  their  cause ;  for  without  much  preten- 
■na  to  prophecy,  I  think  I  may  venture 
t»  foretel,  that  the  history  of  these  dis- 
flBlions  win  be  similar  to  that  in  the  reign 
if  queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  troubles  sub- 
JMd  in  Ireland.     Sir,  the  queen,  as  iro- 
kitieot  to  subdue  the  Irish  as  you  have 
Ml  the  Americans,  sent  a  large  army 
Wo  that  country :  and  did  it  immediately 
lister  the  end  proposed  ^   By  no  means, 
^  Irish  continued  to  gain  strength  daily ; 
VittBudi,  that  the  queen  demanding  of 
teouniften  to  know  tha  cauae  of  it,  re- 


ceived for  knswer,  that  her  majesty's  army 
being  there  was  the  true  reason  ;  for  that 
their  money  had  found  its  way  into  the 
•  country,  which  not  only  enabled  her  op« 
ponents  to  4)urchase  ammunition,  and  all 
sorts  of  warlike  stores,  but  even  to  hire  fo- 
reign officers  to  act  against  her.  Sir,  let 
us  Took  towards  America,  and  see  if  this 
anecdote  is  not  applicable  to  the  present 
times.  But,  Sir,  I  roust  express  my  sur- 
prise, when  I  consider  our  insular  situa- 
tion, and  the  true  interest  of  this  great 
commercial  country,  at  the  precipitate 
and  indecent  nuinner  in  which  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  navy  at  this  important  crisis 
was  determined  on.  Sir,  a  partial  letter 
produced  from  one  of  the  ports,  not  the 
roost  considerable  one  neither,  and  a 
lumped  account  of  a  supposed  number  of 
seamen  in  that  country,  or  in  this,  was  all 
the  information  the  House  seemed  entitled 
to,  to  enable  us  to  judee  of  the  eli^bility 
of  reducing  our  naval  force ;  but  it  is  true» 
a  certain  noble  lord  did  afterwards  conde- 
scend to  re-assume  the  subject,  though  in 
a  language  which  appeared  to  me  strange 
and  ungracious.  Sir,  his  lordship  congra- 
tulated us  upon  being  able  to  reduce  the 
navy  establishment  to  that  of  the  year 
1769;  but,  Sir,  he  very  ingeniously  forgot 
to  remind  us,  that  there  are  1,600  effec- 
tive men  gone  in  four  large  ships  towards 
America,  which  are  the  complement  of 
five  sail  of  guard-ships,  so  that  though  the 
establishment  be  the  same,  our  naval 
force  at  home  is  already  a  quarter-part  in- 
ferior to  what  it  was  in  1769;  and.  Sir,  I 
am  sorry  to  see  this  reduction  naade  at  a 
time  when,  I  believe,  it  is  pretty  well 
known  that  the  Spaniards  maintain  a  large 
fleet,  under  pretence  of  being  at  war. with 
the  emperor  of  Morocco;  and  that  the 
French,  without  paying  them  much  com- 
pliment, are  not  less  formidable  in  these 
seas  than  we  are;  for.  Sir,  from  the  best 
accounts  I  can  procure  at  the  different 
ports,  the  numbers  of  seamen  and  marinea 
left  for  the  defence  of  this  country,  on 
board  the  several  guard-ships  and  at  quar- 
ters, do  not  exceed  6,500  effective  men, 
out  of  the  20,000  voted  last  year  by  par- 
liament ;  how  many  of  the  remainder  are 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  is  neither  pos- 
sible nor  necessary  for  me  to  determine* 
But,  Sir,  in  this  situation,  is  it  sensible^ 
is  it  politic,  nay,  is  it  safe,  to  pursue  such 
coercive  measures  as,  in  my  opinion,  could 
only  be  justified  if  America  and  Great 
Britain  were  contending  for  the  sove* 
reignty  of  another  esftpire  I  Are  we  sure* 
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Sir,  a  desperate  people,  made  so  by  per^ 
secution  and  oppression,  will  not  commit 
a  desperate  act ;  and,  in  imitation  of  our- 
selves in  former  times,  sue  to  some  other 
power  for  protection  ?    Can  we  believe. 
Sir,  that  the  French  and  Spaniards  will 
look  any  longer  with  an  eye  of  indifference 
on  these  disputes,  than  may  be  consistent 
with  their  interest  to  do  so ;  or  that  they 
have  not,  at  tliis  very  hour,  priests  and 
emissaries  in  America,  aided  perhaps  by 
your  new   Roman  Catholic  subjects,  to 
dIow  the  coal  of  contention  between  Ame- 
rica and  this  country  ?   Do  we  not  know. 
Sir,  that  the  Spaniards  have  never  aban- 
doned the  claim  they  set  up  to  Jamaica ; 
and  may  we  not  expect,  from  their  con- 
duct at  Falkland's  Island,  they  wait  such 
a  favourable  opportunity  as  this  to  com- 
mence hostilities  against  us?  Or  can  we 
believe  that  the  French  will  ever  forget 
the  manner  in  which  you  made  reprisals, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  ?  I  fear  indeed  we  are  about  to  pursue 
an  efFectual,  unconquerable,  though'  un- 
constitutional method,  to  lay  a  permanent 
embargo  on  our  trade ;  but  it  is  still  pos- 
sible that  the  French,  by  way  of  recipro- 
city, may  insult  your  coasts,  while  great 
part  of  your  fleet  is  frozen  up  in  a  distant 
country.     But,  Sir,  I  must  do  the  noble 
lord  on  the  opposite  bench,  the  justice  to 
say,  that  he  has  been  uniformly  explicit 
in  his  principles  respecting  the  navv ;  he 
tells  us  to  be  jealous  of  it;  that  it  is  the 
favourite 'service,  and  that  we  must  be 
cautiQus  not  to  bestow  too  much   upon 
our  fleet.    Alas,  Sir,  the  officers  of  the 
navy  know,  by  experience,  that  under  the 
present  administration,  there  is  little  pros- 
pect of  either  honours   or  emoluments 
being  bestowed  on  their  service  that  need 
create  a  jealousy ;  though.  Sir,  I  am  aware 
at  may  be  accounted  ungrateful  if  1  omit 
to  acknowledge  those  very  high  and  dis- 
tinguished marks  of  his  Majesty's  favour, 
conferred  on  a  late  memorable  occasion ; 
DO  doubt  at  the  recommjendation  of  the 
ministers  too,  upoivsome  of  the  oldest  flag 
officers  and  most  respectable  characters  in 
the  English  navy ;  Sir,  I  mean  the  honour 
of  knighthood.     Such  flattering  testimony 
of  royal  approbation,  I  admit  was  suffi- 
cient to  create  a  sort  of  jealousy  wherever 
the  news  went  forth.     Sir,  those  dignified 
characters  will  undoubtedly  command  un- 
common respect  both  abroad  and  at  home. 
The  event  has  given  a  consequence  to  the 
naval  service,  and  the  youth  of  it  look  up 
with  emulation  to  those  high  honours  they 


may  possibly  arrive  at,  'on  the  close  of  m 
life  of  danger  and  £itigue,  spent  in  the 
service  of  their  country.     But,  Sir,   I 
marvel  not  at  this,  because  the  noble  ]<»rd 
upon  a  former  occasion,  was  pleased  to 
tell  us,  that  the  question  with  him  was^ 
how  cheap  we  could  be  served  ?  Sir,  sodt 
an    expression    might    possibly  be    well 
adapted  to  a  parcel  of  Hessians,  for   I 
would  give  his  lordship^s  ceconomy  all  duo 
credit  where  it  was  consistent  with  the  ho- 
nour and  safety  of  the  nation  ;  and  it  might 
.probably  prove  useful  to  this  country  if  he 
will  extend  them  to  the  civil  as  well  as  the 
military  departments  of  the  state.    Then, 
Sir,  on  a  fair  investigation  of  the  merits^ 
should  it  appear  that  the  navy  and  ftmajf 
receive  more  than  a  proportionable  ahav^ 
of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  let  a  part  of  theia 
be  appropriated- to  the  inestimable  servioee 
of^  the  lords  of  Treasury,  Admiralty  and 
Trade.    Sir,  I  think  the  noble  lord  who 
moved  this  Address  has  ventured  to  aaeert, 
that  administration  have  a  plan  to  int^^^ 
cept  the  trade  of  the  Americans  by  meane 
of  our  fleet  cruizing  on  their  coast.    Nofr^ 
Sir,  lean  divinebut  one  source  from  whence 
such  an  idea  can  posssibly  spring ;  and  if 
I  am  right  in  vay  suggestion,  I  must  dread 
the  future  consequences  of  a  certain  aam* 
mer  excursion.     Sir,  1  have  long  been 
aware  that  they  are  attended  with  a  very 
great  and  unnecessary  expence  to    the 
public,  and  that  the  honours  of  the  flag 
have  been  shamefully  prostituted  to  the 
supercilious  vanity  of  tnose  who,  as  indi* 
viduals,  are  by  no  means  entitled  to  the 
distinctions  they  have  desired  and  exacted. 
But,  Sir,  1  have  hitherto  considered  these 
naval  expeditions  to  be   more  like   the 
pag^ntry  of  the  luxurious  queen  of  Bsypi 
on  the  Cydntis,  than  like  a  serious  ana  of* 
ficial  inspection  into  the  real  state  of  our 
marine.    If,  Sir,  however,  from  exploring 
our  cold   shore,  a  judgment  has  been 
formed  of  the  frozen  coasts  of  America,  I 
fear  we  shall,  ere  Ions,  experience  the  fistal 
consequences  of  such  a  conjecture.     Sir^ 
it  is  next  to  impossible  that  the  King's 
ships  should  keep  the  sea  in  the  northern 
parts  of  that  country,  from  November  to 
June;   and  therefore.  Sir,  however  the 
leaders  of  government  may  be  disposed 
towards  the  officers  of  the  navy,  I  wUl  en- 
treat them  to  pay  some  regard  to  the  aafetf 
of  the  fleet,  and  a  little  attention  to  the 
situation  of  this  Qountry.    Then,  I  hop€§ 
Sir,  that  both  humanity  and  interest  will 
dictate  to  them  not  to  sport  with  the  liv<Bi 
of  the  few  seamen  now  employed.  ^ 
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Mr.  Coimo  Gordon  vas  against  anv 
oompromise  or  l^uieot  measures  with 
America,  until  she  intirely  submitted. 

Mr.  Burhi  who  was  this  day  much  in- 
dtfposed,  laid  forth  the  numerous  ill  con- 

auences  that  must  inevitably  follow — 
led  Uie  present  moment  the  true  crisis 
of  Britain's  fiite,  painted  the  dreadful  abyss 
JDto  which  the  nation  was  going  to  be 
plodged;  called  upon  the  cpmmercial  part 
of  the  House  to  rouse  themselves  at  the 
open  declaration  of  their  approachioff  ruin» 
ttd  pathetically  described  to  the  landed 
interest  the  fatal  effects  that  must  inevita- 
hlj  re^  them. 

The  SolicUor  General  defended  the 
Bcasare.  He  gave  every  allowance  for, 
asd  paid  all  deference  to,  the  interesCB  of 
commerce  and  manufactures;  but  contend- 
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what  government  they  lived.  His  head 
and  heart  combined  to  deprecate  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  necessarily  involving  m 
foreign  one  also  with  the  combined  forces 
of  very  powerful  nations.  He  represented 
the  jealousy  of  our  neighbours,  from  their 
disgrace  and  our  glory  in  the  last  war* 
If  the  Americans  should  hear  of  our  hav« 
ing  declared  them  rebels,  and  that  mora 
force  was  coming,  might  they  not  deter- 
mine  rather  to  attack  a  part  than  wait  for 
the  whole  I  A  small  ratner  than  a  greater 
number  ?  He  stated  our  domestic  situa- 
tion, our  state  with  the  colonies  and  with 
foreign  powers.  He  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  unequal  balance  of 
our  loss  and  our  gain  in  the  event;  in 
which  we  mightfind  our  revenue  destroyed, 
our  trade  annihilated,  and  our  empire  it- 


ed,that  in  the  present  >:ase  interests  were«  self  overturned :  and  if  we  succeeded  in 


cooceraed  of  yet  greater  consequence; 
^  that  all  the  world  tnust  acknowleoj^e  that 
wheo  the  cleareat  rights  of  the  legislative 
pover  of  a  country -were  invaded  and  de- 
aied^aod  when  in  consequence  the  people 
M  denying  were  in  actual  and  open  re- 
keflioD,  tluit  then  there  were  pomts  of 
gnater  importance  to  be  settled  and  de- 
rided than  those  of  commerce  and  manu- 
te^tare.  An  enemy  in  the  bowels  of  a 
kingdom  was  surc^ly  to  be.  resisted,  op- 
poied,  and  conquered;  notwithstanding 
tfae  trade  that  mi^ht  sofier,  and  the  fabrics 
tint  mi^t  be  rumed.  That  descriptions 
oftheinunense  consequence  of  our  Ame- 
ncan  trade  were  arguments  rather  against 
the  opposing  members  than  for  them ;  for 
^  greater  the  consequence  of  the  com- 
merce, the  greater  the  care  ought  to  be, 
>Qd  the  firmer  the  policy  that  was  to  pre- 
Krreit;  that  the  question  was  not  now 
tbe  importance  of  the  American  colonies, 
but  the  possession  of  tho  colonies  at  all. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  Amend- 
ment, Ayes  105,  Noes  3M.  The  House 
divided  again,  upon  lord  North's  motion ; 
kt  it  296,  against  it  106. 

Feb.  6.  The  Address  being  reported  to 
the  Houae^ 

Lord  John  Cavendish  moved  that  it  be 
Ytcommitted.  He  strongly  recommended 
tbe  reconsideration  of  a  measure  which  he 
^^emed  fraught  with  so  much  mischief: 
commented  on  the  proposed  Address ; 
^lought  it  improper  to  assert  that  a  rebel- 
^OQ  existed;  mentioned  the  insecurity 
cheated  by  the  Act  for  changing  the  go- 
ycniment  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  said  the 
i>^itants  knew  not  for  a  moment  under 


subduing  America,  we  could  gain  no- 
thing. 

Lord  Lundeif  seconded  the  motion. 
He  ezpressed  himself  with  modesty,  hand- 
somely making  his  youth  a  personal  plea 
for  his  wishing  the  utmost  time  for  re-con- 
sideration on  a  matter  so  important. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  WiUcei,  said  :* 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  business  before 
the  House,  in  its  full  extent,  respecting 
the  British  colonies  in  America,  is  of  aa 
great  importance  as  was  ever  debated  in 
parliament.  It  comprehends  almost  every 
question  relative  to  the  common  rights  of 
mankind,  almost  every  question  of  policy 
and  legiidation.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter 
into  so  vast,  so  well-trodden  a  field.  I  will 
confine  myself  to  the  immediate  business 
of  this  day.  The  Address  now  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
appears  to  be  unfounded,  rash,  and  sangui- 
nary. It  draws  the  sword  unjustly  against 
America;  but  before  administration  are 
suffered  to  plunge  the  nation  into  the  hor- 
rors of  a  civil  war,  before  they  are  per- 
mitted to  force  Englishmen  to  sheath  tneir 
swords  in  the  bowels  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, I  hope  thia  House  will  seriously 
weigh  the  original  ground  and  cause  of 
this  unhappy  dispute,  and  in  time  reflect 
whether  justice  is  on  our  side^  and  gives 
a  sanction  to  the  intended  hostile  proceed- 
ings. The  assumed  right  of  taxation  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  subject  is  plainlr 
the  primary  cause  of  the  present  quarrel. 

•  From  the  Colleetion  of  Mr.  Wilkes's 
Speeches  in  the  Hooss  of  CommonS|  printed  in 
1786. 
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Have  we  then,  Sir^  any  right  to  tax  the 
Americaos  ?  That  is  the  great  important 
question.  The  fandamental  laws  of  hu- 
man nature^  and  the  principles  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  are  equally  repugnant 
to  the  claim.  The  very  idea  of  property 
excludes  the  right  of  another's  taking  any 
thing  from  me  without  my  consent,  other- 
wise I  cannot  call  it  my  own.  No  tenure 
can  be  so  precarious  as  the  will  of  another. 
What  property  have.  I  in  what  another 
person  can  seize  at  his  pleasure?  If  any 
part  of  my  property  is  subject  to  the  dis- 
cretionary powers  of  others,  the  whole 
may  be  so. likewise.  If  we  can  tax  the 
Americans  without  their  consent,  they 
have  no  property,  nothinff  they  can  call 
their  own  with  certainty,  ror  we  might  by 
violence  take  the  whole  as  well  as  the 

Sart.  The  words  liberty  and  property,  so 
ear  to  an  Englishman,  so  pleasing  in  our 
ears,  would  become  a  cruel  mockery,  an 
insult  to  an  American.  The  laws  of  so- 
ciety are  professedly  calculated  to  secure 
the  property  of  each  individual,  of  every 
subject  of  the  state.  This  point  is  no  less 
dearly  determined  by  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  that  happy  constitution  under 
which  we  live.  All  subsidies  to  the  crown 
have  always  been  considered,  and  express- 
ly declared,  to  be  grants  from  the  com- 
mons of  the  realm,  free  gifts  from  the  peo- 
ple. Their  full  consent  is  stated  in  the 
grant.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  palati- 
pate  of  Chester,  and  the  principality  of 
Wales,  and  the  period  of  their  taxation ; 
but,  Sir,  there  is  a  more  remarkable  case 
in  point,  which  alone  would  determine  this 
question.  If  gentlemen  will  search  the 
Kecords  in  the  Tower,  and  the  Chapel  of 
the  Rolls,  they  will  find  that  the  town  of 
Calais  in  France,  when  it  belonged  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  was  not  tax- 
ed till  it  sent  a  representative  to  parlia- 
ment. A  Thomas  Fowler  actually  sat  and 
voted  in  this  House  as  a  burgess  of  the 
town  of  Calais.  From  that  period,  and 
not  till  then,  was  Calais  taxed.  The  Writ 
out  of  Chancery,  and  the  Return  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  6,  are  still  extant.  I 
faithfully  gave  them  to  the  public  from  at- 
tested copies. 

It  wUl,  I  foresee.  Sir,  be  objected,  is 
America  then  to  enjoy  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain^  and  to  contribute  nothing 
to  the  support'  of  that  parent  state,  which 
has  so  long  afforded  it  safety  and  security, 
which  has  carefully  and  tenderly  nurSed  it 
to  this  hour  of  its  present  strength  and 
greatness?    The  Americans   themsdyes 


have  given  the  fullest  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, in  a  manner  not  to  be  controverted^ 
by  their  conduct  through  a  lonj^  series  of 
years,  and  by  the  most  explicit  dedars- 
tionsJ    Equally  in  words  and  actions,  of 
the  most  unequivocal  nature,  they  have 
demonstrated  their  love,    their    ardour, 
their  strong  filial  piety  towards  the  mother 
country.     They  have  always    appeared 
ready,  not  only  to  contribute  towards  the 
expences  of  tiieir  own  government,  but 
likewise  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
this  state,  although  perhaps  they  may  not 
be  over-fond  of  all  the « proud,  expensive 
trappings  of  royalty.    In  the  two  last  wars 
witn  France  they  far  exceeded  the  cold 
line  of  prudence.    With  the  most  liberal 
hearts  they   cheerfully  save  you  nearly 
their  all,  and  they  fought  gallantly  and 
victoriously  by  your  side,  with  equal  va- 
lour  against  our  and  their  enemy,  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  and 
Atnerica,  the  ambitious,  faithless  Frencli, 
whom  now  we  fear  and   flatter.     Our 
Journals,  Sir,  will  bear  witness  to  the 
grateful  sense  we  had  of  the  important  ser- 
vices of  our  brethren  in  America,  by  tht 
great  sums  we  shall  find  voted  to  be  re- 
paid them  for  what  they  expended  io  tht 
spirited « warlike  expeditions,  which  thejr 
carried  through  with  eoual  couraee  and 
conduct.    The  siege  and  capture  of  Louis- 
bourg,  the  various  successful  operationi 
against  the  general  foe,  without  the  least 
knowledge,  much   less  participation,  on 
our  part,  are  the  fullest  proofs  of  tlie  warm 
afiection  of  their  hearts  to  this  country, 
and  of  their  readiness  to  bear  more  than 
their  share  of  the  public  expence  and  bur- 
then.   But,  Sir,  the  whole  was  the  gift  of 
freemen,  our  fellow-subjects,  who  feel  that 
they  are,  and  know  they  have  a  right  to 
be,  as  free  as  ourselves.    What  is  theh* 
language  even  now,  at  a  moment  when 
you  are  planning  their  destruction,  whea 
you  are  branding  them  with  the  odioai 
appellation  of  rebels  I    In  the  late  Peti- 
tion of  the  Congress  to  the  King,  they  de* 
clare,  ^  they  are  ready  and  willing,  as  tbef 
ever  have  been,  when  constitutionally  re- 
quired, to  demonstrate  their  loyalty  to  hif 
Majesty,  by  exerting  their  most  strenuous 
efforts  in  granting  supplies  and  raismg 
forces.'  This  is  the  unanimous  resolution  of 
a  Congress,  composed  of  deputies  from  the 
several  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  M««- 
sachuset's  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  and  Pro^' 
dence  .  Plantations,     Connecticut,    N^ 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  coun- 
ties dT  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Snasex  ^ 
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Delaware,  Marykuad,  Virginia,  and  the 
Tiro  Carolinas. 

I  hare  beard,  Sir,  of  a  plan  of  accom- 
modation, which,  I  belicYe,  would  recon- 
cile all  differences.'  But  alas  !  Sir,  it  does 
DOt  come  from  any  serrant  of  the  crown. 
It  comes  firom  the  noble  lord,  to  whom 
tikis  country  has  the  most  essential  obliga- 
doDS,  to  whom  it  is  so  highly  indebted  for 
iti  late  splendour  and  glory.  The  plan  is, 
to  assemble  another  congress  in  the  spring ; 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
depaties  of  the  several  colonies  to  meet 
together,  jointly  empowered  to  regulate 
the  Tarious  quotas  to  be  paid  by  each  pro- 
vince to  the  general  treasury  of  the  whole 
enpire.  I  would  in  addition  to  that  plan 
pn^wse,  that  a  regulation,  similar  to  what 
actually  ukes  place  with  respect  to  Scot- 
laad,  be  adopted  as  to  America.  The 
proportion  of  each  colony  might  be  settled 
according  to  the  land-tax  in  England,  at 
ooe,  two,  or  more  shillings  in  the  pound, 
I  am  not  deep  politician  enough  to  know 
what  the  proportion  should  be  of  each 
province,  which  will  vary  greatly  in  half  a 
caitory,  but  I  speak  of  each  quota  being 
at  all  tunes  to  be  regulated  according  to 
the  hmd-tax  of  this  country.  The  very 
afcensive  and  flourishing  colonies  of  the 
Manachuset*s  Bay,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina,  for  instance,  shouki  contribute 
more,  the  sqoaller  and  poorer  colonies  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  Jersey  less; 
hot,  Sir,  I  insist,  not  a  shilling  can  be  taken 
vithoQt  their  consent.  A&r  this  day's 
debate,  should  the  Address  now  moved 
for  be  carried  in  this  House,  I  ereatly  fear 
that  not  only  this  wise  plan  of  the  noble 
brd,  hot  every  idea  of  a  reconciliation  be- 
tveen  this  country  and  her  colonies,  will 
be  utterly  impracticable. 

The  Americans,  Sir,  have  of  late  been 
treated,  both  within  doors  and  without,  in 
a  manner,  which  marks  no  small  degree  of 
i^astice,  and  even  a  wantonness  of  cruelty. 
We  have  been  repeatedly  told  to-day,  that 
|h^  complain  of  the  Navigation  Act,  and 
>isiit.on  the  repeal  of  it.  We  have  au-- 
^haotic  evidence  to  the  contranr.  -  In  the 
resolutions  of  the  congress,  they  desire 
^y  to  be  put  on  the  footing  they  were  at 
ihe  dose  of  the  late  war,  <<  as  to  the  sys- 
t^  of  statutes  and  regulations;'*  nor 
BDoog  the  various  Acts,  of  which  they  so- 
'vatthe  reneal,  have  they  once  mentioned 
^ther  the  Navigation  or  Declaratory  Act. 
It  has  likewise  been  asserted,  that  they 
^brward  and  angry  enough  to  wish  to 
iakow'  off  tbe  aupremacy  of  the  mother 


country.  Many  express  resolutions,  both 
of  the  general  congress,  and  the  different 
provincial  assemblies,  are  the  fullest  evi- 
dence of  the  sense,  which  the  Americans 
entertain  of  their  obedience  and  duty  to 
Great  Britain.  They  are  too  numerous  to 
be  quoted.  Their  full  claim,  as  stated  by 
themselves,  is  so  explicit  and  clear,  that  I 
beg  leave  to  read  it  to  the  House  from  their 
Petition  to  the  King.  It  declares  ««  We 
ask  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.*' 
Surely,  Sir,  no  request  was  ever  more  mo- 
dest and  reasonable,  no  claim  better 
founded.  It  expressly  mentions ;  <*  We 
wish  not  a  diminution  of  the  preroeative^ 
nor  do  we  solicit  a  grant  of  any  new  right 
hi  our  favour.  Your  royal  authority  over 
us,  and  our  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
we  shall  always  carefully  and  zealously 
endeavour  to  support  and  maintain.'* 

What  a  contrast.  Sir,  does  this  make 
with  theproceedings  of  administration  at 
home !  They  are  s^ulously  endeavouring 
to  tear  asunder  those  powerful  ties,  which 
have  long  and  happily  knit  and  bound  us 
together. 

The  Address,  Sir,  mentions  the  partica- 
lar  province  oi  the  Massachusetts  Bay  i|s 
in  a  state  of  actual  rebellion.  The  other 
provinces  are  held  out  to  our  indignation 
as  aiding  and  abetting.  Many  arguments 
have  been  employed  by  some  learned  gen- 
tlemen among  us,  to  involve  them  in  all 
the  consequences  of  an  open,  declared  re- 
bellion, and  to  obtain  the  fullest  orders  for 
our  officers  and  troops  to  act  against  them 
as  against  rebels.  Whether  their  present 
state  is  that  of  rebellion,  or  of  a  fit  and 
just  resistance  to  unlawful  acts  of  power, 
to  our  attempts  to  rob  them  of  their  pro- 
perty and  lioerties,  as  they  imagine,  I 
shall  not  declare.  This  I  know,  a  suc- 
cessful resistance  is  a  revolution,  not  a  re- 
bellion. Rebellion  indeed  appears  on  the 
back  of  a  flying  enemy,  but  revolution 
flames  on  the  breast-plate  of  the  victorious 
warrior.  Who  can  tell.  Sir,  whether  in 
consequence  of  this  day's  violent  and  mad 
Address  to  his  Majesty,  the  scabbard  may 
not  be  thrown  a^ay  by  them  as  well  as  by 
us ;  and  should  success  attend  them,  whe- 
ther in  a  few  years  the  independent  Ame- 
ricans may  not  celebrate  the  glorious  sera 
of  the  revolution  of  1775,  as  we  do  that  of 
1688?  The  generous  efforts. of  our  fore- 
fathers for  freedom  heaven  crowned  with 
success,  or  their  noble  blood  had.  dyed  our 
scaffolds,  like  that  of  Scottish  traitors  and 
rebels;  and  the  period  of  our  history, 
which  does  us  the  most  honouri  would 
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have -been  deemed  a  rebellion  against  the 
lawful  authority  of  the  prince,  not  a  re- 
nstance  authorized  by  all  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  not  the  expulsion  of  a  tyrant. 

The  policy.  Sir,  of  thb  measure  I  can 
110  more  comprehehd,  than  I  can  acknow- 
ledge the  iustice  of  it.  Is  your  force  ade- 
quate to  the  attempt  ?  I  am  satisfied  it  is 
not.  What  are  your  armies  ?  And  how 
are  they  to  be  kept  up  and  recruited  ?  Do 
you  recollect  that  the  single  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  has  at  this  moment 
50,000  men  well  trained  and  disciplined  ? 
Do  you  not  know  that  they  can  bring 
near  .90,000  men  into  the  field  i  They 
will  do  it,  when  every  thing  dear  to  them 
i»  at  stake,  when  they  have  their  liberties 
to  defend  against  cruel  oppressors  and  in- 
vaders. You  will  not  be  able  .to  conquer 
and  keep  even  that  single  province.  The 
noble  lord  (North)  with  the  blue  ribband 
proposes  only  10,000  of  our  troops  to  be 
there,  including  the  four  regiments  now 
going  from  Ireland;  and  he  acknowledges, 
with  great  truth,  that  the  army  cannot  en- 
force the  late  act  of  parliament.  Why 
then  is  it  sent  ?  Boston,  indeed,  yod  may 
lay  in  ashes,  or  it  may  be  made  a  strong 
garrison  ;  but  the  province  will  be  lost  to 
you.  Boston  will  be  like  Gibraltar.  You 
will  hold  in  the  province  of  Massachuset's 
Ba^,  as  you  do  in  Spain,  a  single  town, 
while  the  whole  country  remains  in  the 
power  and  possession  of  the  enemy.  Your 
fleets  and  armies  may  keep  a  few  towns 
on  the  coast,- for  some  time  at  least,  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  St.  Augustine ;  but  the 
vast  continent  of  America  will  be  irreco- 
verably lost.  A  few  fortresses  on  the 
coast,  and  some,  sea  ports  only,  will  re- 
main in  your  possession.  All  the  back 
settlements  will  be  independent  of  you, 
and  will  thrive  in  the  rapid  progression  of 
your  violences  and  unjust  exactions  on 
the  towns.  A  new  and  amazing  landed 
interest  will  be  -created.  The  ancient 
•torjT  of  the  philosopher  Calanns  and  the 
Indian  hide  will  be  verified.  Where  you 
tread  it  will  be  kept  down  ;  but  it  will  rise 
the  more  in  all  other  parts.  Where  your 
fleets  and  armies  are  stationed,  the  posses- 
sion will  be  secured,  while  they  continue ; 
but  all  the  rest  will  be  lost,  in  the  great 
scale  of  empire,  you  will  decline,  I'  fea^, 
from  the  decision  of  this  day ;  and  the 
Americans  will  rise  to  independence,  to 
power,  to  all  the  greatness  of  the  most  re- 
nowned states,  for  they  build  on  the  solid 
basis  of  general  public  liberty. 

I  tremble,  Sir,  at  th^  almost  certain 


consequences  of  such  an  Address,  founded 
in  cruelty  and  injustice,  equally  contrary 
to  the  sound  maxims  of  true  policy,  and 
the  unerring  rule  of  natural  right.  The 
Americans  will  certainly  defend  their  pro- 
perty and  their  liberties  with  the  spirit  of 
freemen,  with  the  spirit  our  ancestors  did» 
and  I  hope  we  should  exert  on  a  like  oo 
casion.  They  will  sooner  declare  them- 
selves independent,  and  risk  every  conse- 
ouence  of  such  a  contest,  than  submit  to 
the  galling  yoke,  which  administration  ii 
preparing  for  them.  An  Address  ofthii 
sanguinary  nature  cannot  fail  of  driving 
them  to  d^pair.  They  will  see  that  yoa 
are  preparing  not  only  to  draw  the  sword, 
but  to  bum  the  scabbard.  In  the  roost 
harsh  manner  vou  are  declaring  them 
rebels,  ^^^ly  icl^d  of  a  reconciliation 
will  vanish^  They  will  pursue  the  most 
vigorous  measures  in  their  own  defence 
The  whole  continent  of  North  Aroerict 
will  be  dismembered  from  Great  BritaJD, 
and  the  wide  arch  of  the  raised  empire 
fkll.  But  I  hope  the  just  vengeance  of 
the  people  will  overtake  the  authors  of 
these  pernicious  counsels,  and  the  loss  of 
the  first  province  of  the  empire  be  speedily 
followed  by  the  loss  of  the  heads  of  those 
ministers  who  advised  these  wicked  and 
fatal  measures. 

Captain  Harvei/.  1  shall  make  no  apo* 
logy  for  intruding  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  because  I  think  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  every  man,  who  has  the  welfare 
of  his  country  at  heart,  to  speak  out  on 
this  occasion,  and  declare  his  sentiments 
on  so  very  important  a  crisis :  a  crisis, 
Sir,  in  which  I  believe  this  country  bss 
not  been  involved  in  a  more  intricate  one 
since  the  Revolution,  and  for  which  we 
are  not  only  indebted  to  the  refractory 
spirit  of  some  of  those  ungrateful  subjects 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  to 
some  no  less  restless  ones  on  this  side  of 
it ;  and  which  induces  me  to  believe,  that 
as  a  great  minister  once  boasted  in  this 
House,  that  he  had  conquered  Americt 
in  Germany,  so,  I  very  much  fear,  we 
shall  now  be  obliged  to  conquer  it,  or  at 
least  some  part  of  it,  again  in  England; 
for,  till  we  put  a  stop  to  the  sedition  that 
is  so  constantly,  so  artfully,  and  so  shame* 
fully  blown  from  hence,  and  give  a  check 
to  those  incendiaries  who  dare  breathe 
forth  such  inflammatory  poison  as  eveiy 
newspaper  conveys,  we  can  never  hope* 
without  the  last  extremities,  to  bring  the 
wicked  leaders  of  those  deluded  peoplt 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty.. 


HI]         upon  ike  DUiurhanen  in  North 

To  acknowledge,  Sir,  tde  snpmnacy  of 
the  l^islaiive  power  of  this  country  irrex 
ai  its  donuDHMWy  and  dispute  the  right  of 
tfail  powvr  Co  exert  itself,  aa  it  shall  judge 
beitrortlie  good  of  the  whole,  is,  in  my 
kmble  opinion,  too  puerile  and  too  trifling 
to  throw  away  an  argument  upon ;  and,  in 
oar  present  situation  with  the  colonies, 
too  criminal  not  to  condemn  without  hest-' 
tatioD.  Either  the  legislative  power  of  a 
kingdoffl  has  authority  over  all  'its  domi- 
aioitt,  or  it  has  none  over  any  part  of  them ; 
it  cannot  be  partial ;  nor  do  I  think  any  one 
branch  of  that  legislature  can,  by  any  act 
or  charter  whatever,  exempt  any  particu- 
.kr  set  of  its  subjects  from  th^  authority 
of  the  whole  legislature.  Could  that  be 
done,  Sir,  and  could  a  preference  be  given 
to  any,  1  am  very  sure  this  House  would 
bog  ago  have  turned  their  eyes  towards 
oar  sister  kingdom  of  Ireland,  who  has 
e?ery  claim  to  that  preference  in  our  af- 
fections and  for  our  assistance,  being  as 
femarkable  for  their  loyalty  and  obedience, 
asthej  are  for  their  industry,  and  (I  am 
wrry  to  say)  for  their  poverty. 

That  America,  by  every  tie  human  na- 
ture can  devise,  ought  to  be  subordinate 
to  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  is  be- 
yond a  doubt,  more  especially  when  we 
consider  and  reflect,  at  what  immense  ex- 
pence  of  blood  and  treasure  to  this  coun- 
trj,  those  very  colonies  have  been  brought 
to  that  excess  of  greatness  and  riches,  as 
that  they  shall  now  vainly  think  themselves 
>bie,  and  insolently  declare  themselves 
Kady,  to  shake  off  their  dependence,  and 
beccRne  a  separate  state.  That  they  have 
k&i  been  aiming  at  it,  is  evident  from  all 
Ihenr  proceedings,  and  froni  all  the  papers 
^^Satt  you;  and  that  they  may  possibly 
kcome  so  in  some  future  age  (long  may 
It  be  first)  is  natural  to  suppose,  from 
»Hat  history  teaches  us  of  the  vicissitude 
of  all  nations.  But  this  I  am  certain  of^ 
the  more  they  dare  to  sonnd  that  alarm, 
■ad  the  more  they  struggle  for  that  period, 
t^  more  it  is  our  duty,  as  Englishmen,  to 
*»tch  over  them,  and  not  let  the  e^  day 
ae  anticipated  by  any  remissness  or  want 
af  firmness  on  our  part,  for  that  would  not 

She  highly  criminal  towards  our  King 
country  to  permit  it,  but  also  leave  an 
B^erlasiing  stain  on  the  present  age,  if  we 
J^ly  shake  off  the  task  of  preventing  it 
«wn  ourselves,  and  leave  it  for  posteuty 
^•traggle  with  as  they  can. 

Sir,  although  I  am  under  no  kind  of  ap- 
P'Aentions  from  the  consequences  that 
^  ensae  frmn  enforcing  obedience  in 
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the  ervloniea,  from  the  good  opinion  I  yet 
have  of  some  cool,  dispassionate,  well  af- 
fected men  in  the  colonies,  yet  1  own,  for 
the  sake  of  tranauillity  here,  and  our  mana« 
fecturea,  I  wisn  there  were  any  lenient 
measures  left  to  pursue;  but  i  know  of 
none  that  have  not  been  repeatedly  tried  ; 
and  I  very  much  fear^  that  mildness  and 
lenity  with  which  government  has  pro- 
ceeded  throughout  all  their  conduct  to* 
wfirds  the  colonies,  that  tenderness  shewn 
in  every  step  hitherto  taken,  lias  been 
both  here  and  there  construed  into  tinii- 
dity,  and  from  advantages  drawn  from 
thence,  by  disaffected  ana  interested  peo« 
pie,  has  produced  these  disgracefal  and 
fatal  efiects. 

For  my  own  part,  Sir,  if  the  House  wiU 
allow  me  to  trespass  on  their  indulgences 
and  apeak  of  the  conduct  of  %6  insignificant 
an  individual  as  m3r8elf,  I  wBl  teU  them» 
that  notwithstanding  aH  the  tlireats  and 
menaces,^  all  the  harsh  ceaaarea  that  were 
the  other  night,  on  this  subicct,  tlirown  out 
against  all  those  who  had  aopforted  th« 
measures  of  government,  and  all  the  crudt 
epithets  that  were  given  to  every  thing 
that  had  been  done,  to  every  thing  that 
was  doing,  and  every  thing  that  was  to  be 
done  (without  knowing  very  well  what 
that  last  was  to  be, )  yet,  Sir,  I  shall,  in 
defiance  of  all  those  threats  aind  menaces, 
still  glory  in  having  given  my  negative  to 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp -Act.  I  took  the 
liberty  on  that  extraordinary  occasion  to 
foretel  to  the  House,  the  conaequencefl 
that  would  ensue  from  that  puerile,  pitiful 
and  baneful  measure ;  and  I  anr  now  ne 
less  proud  of  declaring,  that  as  my  educa* 
tion  and  prqfession  have  led  me  a  very 
different  path  from  that  of  a  polttician ;  ao 
Sir,  from  the  moment  I  had  a  seat  m  this 
House,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  study  the 
opinions  and  conduct  of  those,  whose  abi« 
lities  and  whose  attachment  to  their  coim- 
try,  justly  entitled  Jhem  to  a  preference^ 
and  very  early  attached  myself  to  that 
good,  wise  and  able  minister,  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  whose  loss  this  country  will  long  feel 
and  lament,  and  whose  memory  I  shall 
ever  honour  and  revere ;  though  it  is  some 
consolation  from  what  I  heard  the  other 
night  f^ll  from  a  young  noble  member,  te 
find  the  father's  virtues  and  abilitiea  re- 
viving  in  the  son.  However,  Sir,  I  wiM 
not  prove  myself  undesetving  the  firicnd- 
ship  and  confidence  that  minister  honoored 
me  with,  by  deviating  this  day  in  one 
single  iota  from  what  I  am  confident  would 
have  been  hia  conduct,  had  we  been  at 
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happy  to  have  had  him  still  among  us,  and 
therefore,  as  far  as  my  voice  goes,  I  will 
never  consent  to  the  rescinding,  the  dis- 
charging, or  the  repealing  any  one  reso- 
lution, order  or  act,  that  either  the  last,  or 
any  former  parliament  has  passed  for  the 
declaring,  maintaining,  and  enforcing  the 
leffislative  authority  of  Great  Britain  over 
alfits  colonies. 

Sir,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  give  my 
vote,  (and  if  I  had  health  and  abilities 
ejijual  tcf  my  zeal  and  inclination^  my  as- 
dstance  also,  to  any  proper  English  con- 
stitutional measure  that  could  eflectually 
restore  that  harmony  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies,  so  essentially 
necessary  to  both,  but  which  I  absolutely 
deny  (in  any  one  point  of  view)  to  be 
more  so  to  Eneland  than  t<t  America; 
but,  Sir,  whilst  there  are  those  individuals 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  some  of  great 
abilities,  some  of  great  titles,  and  some  few 
of  great  fortunes,  but  all  of  great  passions, 
whom  I  fear  are  so  forgetful  of  their  duty, 
as  to  be  aacrificing  the  honour  and  welfare 
of  this  country,  nay  risking  the  very 
existence  of  it  to  their  own  private  views, 
and  ambition,  ^to  their  own.  private  piques 
^nd  resentments,  we  can  never  flatter  our- 
selves that  any  measures  will  have  the 
wished  for  effect,  but  the  most  determined, 
the  most  firm,  and  the  most  vigorous  ones. 

Having  said  this.  Sir,  let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood to  wish,  or  mean  to  recommend, 
the  carrying  execution  through  all  the  co- 
lonies, with  fire  and  sword :  No,  Sir,  God 
forbid  I  should  have  so  sanguine  a  thought ! 
I  flatter  myself  other  means  may  be  found, 
and  I  hope,  and  have  not  a  doubt,  but  so 
soon  as  tney  find  us  determined  to  do  our 
dutjr,  they  will  be  brought  to  a  sense  of 
theirs,  and  all  difficulties  will  subside  with- 
out sheddine  one^  single  drop  of  blood : 
but  should  I  be 'SO  misunderstood  here, 
and  so  misrepresented  without  doors 
(which  is  the  prevailing  mode)  all  I  can 
say,  is,  that  I  am  determined  to  be  as  in- 
difibrent  to  it  as  conscious  innocence  will 
ever  be  to  every  invidious  slander.  I  look 
upon  all  such  temporary  misrepresenta- 
tions and  abuse,  just  as  I  do  on  tne  clouds 
that  pass  under  the  sun ;  they  cast  a  mo- 
mentary shade  on  all  people  and  all  thinss, 
wait  but  with  a  little  patience,  trutib  like 
the  sun  will  break  out,  disperse  those 
clouds,  and  all  people  and  all  things  ap* 
pear  in  their  proper  lustre.  I  shall  there- 
fore. Sir,  wait  with  patience  for  that  mo- 
ment, trusting  to  those  abilities,  to  that 
temper,  and  to  that  firmness^  with  which 


the  noble  lord  by^me,  who  now  holds  tbe 
helm,  has  hitherto  coq4ucted  us,  through 
the  violent  storm,  and  through  all  tos 
difficulties  in  which  he  found  us  involved; 
and  make  no  doubt,  but  notwithstandioc 
all  the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way,  he  wiu 
bring  us  to  a  lasting  and  pleasing  calm ; 
and  therefore.  Sir,  I  shall  most  heartily 
concur  in, this  proposed  A(!idres8,  andbt 
against  the  re-commitment  of  it 

Sir  WiUiam  Mayne*  I  should  not  rise 
to  trouble  you  this'  day,  coUld  I  recondls 
to  my  own  breast  the  giving  a  silent  vote 
on  a  question,  upon  which  depends  not 
only  the  existence  of  this  country,  bat  tbe 
happiness  of  millions.  The  vote  I  shall 
give,  will  be  free  from  the  smallest  tinc- 
ture of  that  prejudice  which  has  indui- 
triously  been  mculcated  into  the  minds  of 
the  Americans  from  this  side  the  water, 
that  they  are  to  expect  from  every  mem^ 
her  of  this  House  wno  drew  his  first  breith 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed :  No,  Sir, 
I  will  give  my  vote  this  day,  uninfluenced 
by  party  and  undictated  to  by  power;  I 
wjll  give  it  like  an  honest  member  of  par- 
liament, who  considers  the  approbation  of 
his  own  mind  his  best  parliamentary  re- 
ward, and  who  acknowledges  no  dictator 
but  that  of  his  own  conscience. 

Some  time  ago,  I  gave  my  support  to 
the  address  to  his  Mf^esty,  holding  myself 
at  full  liberty  to  decide  upon  every  point 
relating  to  America  when  they  canw  spe- 
cially before  this  House.  Since  that  tioie, 
I  have  taken  all  the  information  from  the 
papers  upon  your  table,  as  well  as  from 
the  proceedings  in  America,  by  which  I 
reecuate  my  judgment  upon  Uiis  great  snd 
aranous  situation  (^  this  country.  And  it 
js  with  sorrow  I  say  it,  that  so  very  violeol 
has  been,  and  still  is»  the  conduct  of  the 
Americans,  that  there  is  scarce  an  open* 
ing  lefl  for  British  justice  and  British  hO'^ 
manity  to  interfere  for  their  relief,  or  to 
give  protection*  to  those  loyal  and  feith- 
ful  subjects,  of  which  I  trust  many  are  yet 
to  be  found  in  that  continent. 
-  No  man,  I  think,  can  read  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  the  American  continental 
congress,  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th 
of  September  last,  without  amazement, 
compassion,  and  indignation ;  amazement 
at  the  act,  compassion  for  the  delusion, 
and  indignation  at  the  insult  offered  to 
their  motner  country. 

Declaratory  of  what  they  say  they  are 
entitled  to  by  the  immutable  laws  of  na- 
ture, the  principles  of  the  English  consti- 
tution, and  the  several  charters  or  com-. 
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pacU,  they  come  to  eleven  resolutions,  all 
of  which,  in  my  opiuioD,  both  in  spirit 
and  in  substance,  are  subversive  of,  and 
destructive  to,  every  fundamental  principle 
tbich  either  constitutes  or  supports  our 
most  excellent  constitution. 

Id  the  first  resolution  they  tell  you,  they 
liave  never  ceded  to  any  power  the  dis- 
poia]  of  their  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
which  is  a  positive  denial  of  their  being 
British  subjects,  and  of  the  existence  of 
this  coDstitutioo,  which  we  all  know  has 
inberent  in  it  a  power  to  make  laws  to  hold 
b  penalty  the  lives,  liberty  and  property 
^  Its  subjects  when  the  general  safety  of 
the  whole  reouires  it :  as  in  cases  of  fe- 
lony, where  life  and  consequently  liberty 
is  forfeiied ;  and  in  cases  of  high  treason, 
vhere  both  life,  liberty  and  property  are 
ibrfeited. 

Tliey  set  forth,  that  their  ancestors  were» 
It  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the 
mother  country,  entitled  to  all  rights, 
liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natu- 
ral bom  subjects  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
Ittul,  and  that  they  their  descendants  are 
low  entitled  to  the  same :  a  claim  which 
Bother  the  wisdom  nor  justice'  of  this 
coantiy  will  deny  them,  provided  they 
vill  yield  the  same  obedience  to  the  laws 
>Dd  constitution  of  this  country,  which 
^  the  pride,  the  glory,  and  protec- 
tion of  their  ancestors,  at  the  time  they 
leftit.  ^ 

It  has  been  strongly  urged  by  the  advo- 
otes  for  America,  that  they  were  not  re- 
pttented :  this  has  made  deep  impressions 
pfl  the  minds  of  many  people,  who  thought 
rfthey  were  allowed  an  adequate  number 
^  representatives  in  the  British  senate 
*D  would  be  well,  and  every  thing  again 
nbtide  to  its  original  harmony :  but  how 
jain  this  hope,  all  must  see  who  read  the 
nxnth  resolution  of  the  congress,  whereby 
^7  expressly  tell  you  that  the  English 
colonies  from  their  local  and  other  cir- 
conistances,  qinnot  be  represented  in  the 
WTtah  parliament ;  from  which  it  must  be 
^us  to  every  one,  that  it  is  not  a  com- 
^  mixed  representation  widi  Great 
^n  they  wish  to  enjoy,  but  a  free  and 
^^^ependent  legislature  of  their  own. 

Tbey  likewise  claim  the  full  benefit  of 
^ao6t  excellent  constitution,  though  in 
we  same  breath  they  deny  and  resist  its 
*gw  Sttthority  in  everyjpart.  They  de- 
^the  kcMsping  a  standing  army  in  the 
^^^oom  in  time  of  peace,  wiUiout  the  con- 
^}  of  the  legislature  of  the  colony  in 
*^  jt  is  so  kept  np,  is  against  law.    In 


times  of  danger  from  their  fereign  and 
domestic  enemies,  they  acquiesced  without 
murmuring  to  this  standing  army,  kept  up 
at  our  expence ;  but  no  sooner  is  the  mo- 
ment of  danger  over,  and  they  feel  them- 
selves in  a  state  of  security  from  the  cala- 
mities of  war,  artd  that  this  standing  army 
becomes  necessary  to  secure  their  obe- 
dience and  allegiance  to  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  this  country — but  it  is  inadmis- 
sible, contrary  to  law,  and  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  freedom  of  their  American 
constitution. 

Can  we  view  with  an  indifierent  eye  the 
resolutions  of  the  congress,  where  in  a 
stile  more  becoCning  the  haughty  courts  of 
Versailles  and  Msuirid,  they  mhibit  all 
intercourse  of  commerce  between  America 
and  this  country.  To  all  nations  with 
whom  we  are  not  actually  at  war,  we  can 
transport  our  commodities  with  safety,  but 
it  is  only  on  the  inhospitable  continent  of 
America,  that  British  manufactures,  the 
produce  of  British  industry,  cannot  find  an 
asylum.    , 

Much  has  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
reception  of  the  merchants'  petition.  No- 
body can  or  ought  to  have  a  higher  respect 
for  that  honourable  body  of  men,  than  I 
have ;  but  I  must  say,  I  think  their  petition 
was  decently  received  and  decently  treated. 
The  advocates  for  it  pressed  for  its  being 
referred  to  the  same  Qoinmittee  with  th« 
papers ;  alleging,  if  it  was  not  heard  in  that 
committee  that  you  would  decide  upon 
the  papers  without  havine  the  evidence  of 
the  merchants,  which  might  be  essential 
to  your  determining  properly  upon  that 
great  Question.    In  the  course  of  the  bust* 
ness  or  this  House,  it  so  fell  out,  that  on 
the  Thursday  fixed  for  considering  theu 
papers,  which  was  the  day  before  the  tner« 
chants'  committee,  the  House  could  not 
proceed  upon  them,*and  the  consideratioa 
of  them  was  adjourned  till  the  Tuesday 
following.    This  lefl  the  very  next  day 
open  for  the  merchants  to  come  to  your 
bar,  and  there  give  you  their  full  evidence 
which  we  could  carry  in  our  minds  to  meet 
that  of  the^papers  on  the  Tuesday  following: 
but  what  was  oursurprize,  when  this  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  commit^,  and  called 
for  the  merchants ;  only  one  single  person 
appeared,  who  read  a  written  paper,  the 
purport  of   which   was,  that  they   had 
notninff  to  ofier,  as  they  could  not  be 
heard  m  the  same  committee  with  the  pa* 
pers.    Much  baa  been  said  too,  of  foreign 
powers  taking  the  advantage  of  our  dis« 
pates  with  Amwica.    I  am  persuadedf 
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fears  of  tbat  kind  are  ill-foundedy  as  all 
powers  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  who 
Lave  settlements  in  the  western  and  sou* 
thern  world,  are  alarmed  lest,  if  our  colo- 
nies should  succeed  in  shaking  off  their 
dependance  on  this  country,  theirs  would 
soon  foUow  the  example. 

Strong  suspicions  have  been  thrown  out, 
that  the  Americans  have  been  lieated  to 
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meet  the  invaders  of  them,  whether  oo  the 
cultivated  plains  of  Britain,  or  the  more 
wild  and  uncultivated  deserts  of  America; 
so  shall  give  my  hearty  affirmative  to  thii 
motion* 

Mr.  T.  Toronshend  insisted  that  the  iia- 
putation  of  causing  a  civil  war  was  mis- 
placed ;  called  upon  the  last  speaker  to 
point  out  those  Catalines  who  had  fomented 


their  present  frenzy  by  incendiaries  from  '  civil  dissentions ;  and  said  that  every  one 


hoQie.  If  there  are  Catalines  in  this  coun* 
try,  (I  am  sure  there  are  none  of  tbem 
within  these  walls,  for  we  are  all  honoura- 
ble men )  who  hav^  been  plotting  treasons 
in  the  dark  against  the  state,  let  them  be 
dragged  to  light ;  let  them  be  offered  up  a 
•acr&ce  to  the  just  resentments  of  the  peo- 
ple and  th^  violated  rights  of  their  country; 
let  their  names  be  handed  down  with  in- 
&my  to  posterity,  and  let  ages  yet  to  come 
execnite  their  memory. 

Therefore,  upon  the  whotei  if  a  univer- 
sal resistance  to  the  civil  government  of 
America,  as  by  law  established,  if  denying 
a  free  and  reciprocal  interchange  of  British 
and  American  commodities,  if  resisting 
every  act  of  the  British  legislature,  and 
absolutely,  in  word  and  deed,  denying  the 
sovereignty  of  this  country,  if  laying  a 
strong  hand  on  the  revenues  of  America, 
if  seizing  his  Majesty's  forts,  artillery,  and 
ammunition,  if  exciting  and  stimulating, 
by  every  means,  the  whole  subjects  of 
America,  to  take  arms  and  to  resist  the 
constitutional  authority  of  Great  Britain, 
are  acts  of  treason,  then  are  the  Americans 
in  a  state  of  the.  roost  flagrant  rebellion;  a 
state,  that  every  good  man  must  lament,  and 
none  more  than  myself,  as  I  sincerely  wish 
every  moderate  and  constitutional  method 
to  be  taken  to  bring  back  these  unhappy 
and  deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty. 
But  if,  after  all,  conciliating  measures 
shall  fail,  this  country  has  no  alternative 
left,  but  to  make  use  of  that  power  they 
enjoy,  under  heaven,  for  the  protection  of 
the  whole  empire  ;  and  to  shew  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  as  our  ancestors  deluged  this 
country  with  their  blood,  to  gain  this  con- 
stitution for  us,  we,  like  men,  in  defiance 
of  faction  at  home,  or  rebellion  abroad, 
are  determined,  in  glorious  emulation  of 
their  example,  to  transmit  it  perfect  and 
unimpaired  to  posterity,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt.  These,  Sir,  a/e  my  sentiments 
00  this  i^reat  question,  flowing  from  the 

Surest  dictates  of  an  uninfluenced  and  un* 
iassed  conscience,  supported  by  a  heart 
ready  to  bleed  for  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people*  indifferent  to  mo  where  I 


else  thought  the  imputation  and  descrip- 
tion belonged  to  another  set  of  men.  Yoo 
are,  said  he,  in  the  last  moment  whereia 
there  can  be  any  possibility  of  a  pause  that 
may  suggest  any  measure  of  reconciliatioo. 
The  Address  cries  havock ! 

Mr.  JoUiffe  said,  his  ideas  diflered  m 
widely  from  the  noble  lord  (North)  thit 
he  could  not  give  his  assent  to  measures 
his  soul  shuddered  at.  He  disapproved  of 
the  plaq,  and  was  for  considermg  it  in 
every  light,  lest  resistance  sliould  be  mads 
justifiable. 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed  Address ;  remarked  on  the  papen; 
said  he  wanted  nothing  but  the  Americsoi 
to  submit ;  would  then  hang  out  the  oliro 
branch,  propose  an  amnesty,  an  act  ofgraos 
and  oblivion,  a  compact ;  but  thought  soo^ 
examples  ought  to  be  made. 

Lord  Imham  began  with  asking,  what 
are  the  real  springs  and  motives  for  adoii* 
nistration  carrying  on  this  alarming  and 
ruinous  American  war  ?  The  House  or 
Commons,  in  my  humble  opinion,  said  hit 
lordship,  cannot  perceive,  bv  any  tiling 
that  has  been  communicated  to  us  from 
papers  read  at  your  table,  which  contaia 
very  little  more  than  what  we  have  seea 
in  the  public  prints;  nor  do  1  thisk  it 
likely  we  should  grow  wiser  by  any  ia* 
formation  more  candid  and  satisfactory 
than  that  they  have  already  bestowed  upop 
us.  However,  I  shall  suppose  io  their 
favour,  that  they  have  other  motives  for 
their  conduct,  than  have  hitherto  appeared 
to  that  part  of  this  House  which  consists 
of  independent  members. 

When  I  say  <  they,^  I  mean  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  administration,  and  a 
few  others  his  chief  associates;  for,  as  to 
the  mass  of  those  who  support  his  nea* 
sures,  I  believe  they  do  not  insist  upon 
more  weighty  arguments  than  that  cob* 
atant  one  he  furnishes  them  with.  Since, 
therefore,  parliament  cannot  aierely>  from 
the  materials  on  your  table,  approve  or 
sancti^'  this  violent  attack  upon  Amenca; 
and  since  the  safety  or  consequence  of  it 
oaanot  be  tried  on  aoy  cooiinercial  coPii* 
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.denlums,  which  this  House  has  for  the 
praeot  debarred  us  from,  kindly  indeed, 
la  one  respect,  as  the  view  of  it  would  have 
eihibited  a  most  gloomy  and  uocomfort- 
ible  prospect ;  \fe  are  therefore,  in  obe- 
dieDce  to  their  will,  to  combat  them  on 
tbe  ground  they  have  cSiosen ;  and  we 
noit  consider  this  American  war,  in  re* 
gaid  to  its  being  a  constitutional,  and  like- 
wise a  political  question,  under  the  latter 
beid,  including  foreign  and  domestic  po« 
£cy.  On  the  ground,  then,  tliat  they  have 
dioaen,  I  will  meet  them,  and  fairly  put 
oar  cause  to  the  issue. 

FMy  to  consider  it  in  a  constitutional 
light,  it  militates  against  the  great  princi- 
|de  which  has  constantly  been  adopted  by 
tbe  friends  of  liberty,  which  is  the  life  and 
Nuloftroe  Whiggism— that  the  interest  of 
tile  community  at  large,  and  tlieir  sense  of 
that  interest,  ought  to  govern  and  be  the 
nle  for  tbe  executive  power  to  act  by,  in 
preference  to  the  will  or  opinion  of  any 
siao,  or  order  of  men,  however  dignified, 
tt  servants  of  that  community.  To  evince 
this  clearly,  let  us  look  back  to  the  first 
rtmggle  for  liberty,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
tbe  martyr.  What  was  then  the  great 
P«at  to  be  decided  ?  Was  it  not  whether 
tbefiew,  though  possessed  of  aU  the  powers 
ip  the  Mate,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesias- 
tici],  might  employ  those  powers  against 
&  will  of  the  many  (the  body  of  the  peo- 

e)  or  should  oootorm  themselves  to  the 
er? 

On  tbe  one  side  were,  not  only  the  mo- 
MTch  then  on  the  throne,  but  a  high  spi- 
lled and  splendid  peerage,  my  lords  the 
Miopi,  ana  indeed  the  whole  hierarchy, 
called  the  church,  by  far  the  majority  of 
■7  lords  the  judges,  and  the  other  supe- 
nofi  of  the  long  robe,  with  their  nume- 
ro9i  dependants.  These  all  were  for  sup- 
P<*tiog  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  as 
olttged  by  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts.  They 
vere  for  the  dispensing  power,  star-cham- 
kr  proaecutioos,  ship«mooey,  and  other 
srbitrar^  claims,  as  the  true  plan  on  which 
this  nation  should  be  governed. 

On  the  contrary  side,  were  tbe  people 
«8ng>and  at  laive,  and  as  part  ofthem- 
imi|  their  ftithful  and  independent  re- 
ptyntatives  in  this  House ;  the  great 
^mnercial  cities  of  London  and  Bristol ; 
^important  inland  towns,  Coventry, 
^■nungham,  Manchester,  Ac.  the  manu- 
^l^tfeis,  artifioersj  and  huabandmen 
^^''iHiriiout  the  kingdom :  both  sides  ap« 
Ned  to  the  sword,  and  after  the  trial  of 
^  a  welkfought  field,  it  was  deter- 


mined in  favQur  of  the  people  at  large ; 
and  on  that  decision  all  your  liberty,  pro- 
perty, and  happiness  has  been  founded— 
on  that  principle,  of  the  sovereignty  vir- 
tually, ultimately,  and  really,  residing  in 
the  people.  All  Whiggism,  every  rational 
idea  of  the  constitution  of  this,  and  any 
other  perfectly  free  country,  must  rest 
and  be  bottomed  on  this  definition.  It 
was  the  conatitution  of  Rome,  when  in  its 
perfection.  The  Romans  fiad  consuls  re- 
presenting the  kingly  power;  they  had 
also  a  senate,  but  the  sovereignty  vir« 
tually  and  ultimately  resided  in  the  people 
at  large. 

Now,  Sfr,  let  us  try  the  question  of  this 
day,  as  it  includes  in  its  consequences  the 
liberty  and  nropert}'  of  your  whole  wide 
and  extended  empire,  still  more  extensive 
than  that  of  Rome.  Let  us  try  it,  Sir,  by 
that  touchstone,  that  criterion,  the  interest 
and  the  opinion  of  that  interest,  conse- 
quently the  will  and  desire  of  all  who 
claim  the  rights  of  Englishmen.  First, 
Sir,  your  vast  and  beneficial  territories  in 
America ;  your  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  your 
unpensioned  and  unwarped  neighbours  of 
Scotland;  and  at  home,  your  citizens  of 
London,  Bristol,  and  Norwich ;  your  trad- 
ing towns  of  Manchester,  Birmingham, 
Coventry;  and,  in  short,  every  great  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  city  and  town 
in  England ;  the  Whigs  dispersed  through- 
out eyery  county  ;  these  are  all  averse  to 
this  dreadfMl  and  dangerous  civil  war,  and 
are  attached  and  rivetted  to  the  cause  I 
now  eapouse,  and  to  which  administration 
are  enemies. 

Pray,  Sir,  what  can  you  arrange  on  the 
opposite  side  ?  And  who  are  for  support- 
ing those  hostile  measures?  for,  except- 
ing the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  adminis- 
tration, and  some  few  others,  so  very  few, 
that  they  will  easily  occur  to  every  one 
that  hears  me,  the  rest  of  the  abettors  of 
this  extraordinary  attempt,  are  as  con- 
temptible a  collection  of  servile  courtiers, 
renegade  Whigs,  and  fawning,  bigotted  To- 
ries, as  ever  strove  to  support  the  mea- 
sures t>f  any  administration.  It  reminds 
me  of  Virgins  arrangement  of  the  op- 
posite forces  at  the  battle  of  Actium.  On 
the  one  side  were  troops  of  Bactrians, 
Arabians,  Egyptians,  and  every  servile 
nation  then  in  the  world ;  and  at  the  head 
of  them  their  contemptible  divinities. 
<<  Omnigenumque  De6m  monstra  et  latra- 
tor  Anubis** — [that  Ef^yptian  dog  who 
was  the  emblem  of  servitude] — *<  Contra 
Neptunum  et  Venerem  contraque  Miner- 
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vam ;''  for.  Sir,  Neptune,  thai  is  the 
whole  seafaring  as  well  as  commercial  ini> 
terest,  is  against  this  measure*  As  to 
Venus,  every  grace  of  body  and  mind  is 
annexed  to  lil^rty.  And  as  for  Minerva, 
wisdom  and  true  policy  are  on  the  side  of 
the  Americans;  and  the  arts,  of  which 
she  is  the  patroness,  must  immediately 
withdraw,  wnen  you  have  removed  her 
olive  branch. 

An4  now.  Sir,  to  view  it  next  in  a 
political  light:  first,  in  regard  to  fo- 
reign powers,  and  then  in  regard  to  our- 
selves at  home.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive 
that  any  thing  on  earth  could  give  that 
heart-felt  pleailure  to  France  and.  Spain 
that  this  unfortunate  system  of  oppressing 
America  has  done !  You  had  become  the 
masters  of  all  warlike  America,  which  they 
term  bpld  America ;  and  with  that  assist- 
ance you  bid  lair  to  crush  their  power  in 
every  part  of  the  globe,  whenever  they 
dared  to  provoke  you ;  and  now  you  have 
weakly,  impoliticly,  and  dangerously,  con- 
trived to  irritate,  injure  and  inflame  all 
America  against  you ;  and  if  we  are  not 
blind  to.our  own  mterest,  we  might  easily 
perceive  this  by  the  conduct  of  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  on  your  applying 
to  their  respective  courts  for  orders  to 
stop  their  merchants  from  supplying  Ame- 
rica with  eoods  or  warlike  stores.  They 
immediatdy  (apparently  against  every 
motive  of  Uieir  mterest  and  policy)  com- 
ply with  your  demands:  and  for  what 
ends,  but  plainly  to  urge  you  on,  and  to 
incite  you  to  your  own  destruction  ?  For 
depend  on  it,  that  notwithstanding  all  this 
courtesy  and  politesse,  the  Americans 
will  receive  from  them  every  ounce  of 
powder  and  ball  that  they  can  pay  for, 
as  well  as  all  other  goods  in  abund- 
ance. This  is  therefore  a  measure  of  con- 
fiding in  our  new  friends  and  old  enemies 
the  r  rench  and  Spaniards,  instead  of  our 
old  friends  and  brethren  the  Americans. 
This  kind  pf  policy  is  insecure  in  private 
concerns,  but  must  be  ruinous,  in  tliis  im* 
portant,  this  decisive  one.  And  now,  Sir, 
to  sift  and  exabaine  it  in  what  is  infinitely 
of  more  importance,  by  a  political  pro- 
cess ;  by  which  it  may  be  tried  in  those 
respects  wherein  it  would  operate  as  to 
our  own  internal  happiness  and  security : 
.^that  the  makine  our  prince  absolute  and 
despotic  over  all  liis  vast  American  domi- 
nions, cannot,  in  the  sober  apprehension 
or  constitutional  creed  of  any  man  that 
hears  me,  add  a  tittle  to  the  happiness  our 
sovereign  enjoysi  as  a  monarch  limited  by 


the  laws  he  found  established  both  ihen 
and  here :  and  I  am  fully  persnadiBd,  by 
the  frequent  gracious  declarations  that 
have  fallen  from  his  mouth,  he,  following 
his  natural  and  noble  disposition,  qpper* 
verted  and  unseduced,  either  by  his  avov- 
ed  or  by  his  inward  cabinet,  would  of  d 
men  livmg  less  wish  to  possess  such  des- 
potic power.  But  that  the  attempt  maj 
prove  ruinous  to  our  liberty,  property,  tad 
every  thing  dear  to  our  civil  rights,  I  a^ 
peal  to  the  history  of  every  state  that  hii 
heretofore  figured  on  the  stage  of  ths 
world. 

The  adopting  of  the  measures  of  sop* 
porting  large  standine  armies  to  enforce 
the  sovereignty  over  Sim  provinces,  (la 
alluring  motive)  has  subjuffated  them  all 
in  their  turns,  and  extinguished  their  coo* 
stitutional  provisions  and  barriers  agaiait 
tyranny.  To  pass  over  the  lesser  states, 
not  only  Marius  and  Sylla  and  Css8r,bttt 
Augustus  and  Tiberius,  those  able  t  jrant^ 
who  systematically  ruined  the  Roman 
liberty,  achieved  it  by  troops  raised  ts 
maintain  the  Roman  sovereiffnty  over  their 
provinces.    They  did  indeed  subdue  those 

I  provinces;  but  they  also  oppressed  the 
iberty  of  the  Roman  repubhc ;  and  their 
project  reached  still  farther  than  they  ex- 
pected ;  for  it  stopped  not  till  the  miiitarv 
power,  established  by  them  for  that  end^ 
overturned  the  imperial  power  itself.  In 
less  than  fifty  years  firom  the  death  of 
Augustus,  those  armies  raised  to  keep  the 
provinces  in  awe,  had  no  less  than  three 
emperors  on  foot  at  the  same  time ;  and 
thenceforward  the  military  power  disposed 
of  tlie  empire,  and  gave  to  whom  it  pleased 
the  thnme  of  the  Caesars.  Whoever  will 
calmly  examine  those  precedents,  roust  be 
convinced  that  the  like  causes  must  hsfe 
similar  efiects.     Oppressed  by  an  €ve^ 

?rown  army,  the  liberty  of  America  and 
reland  (for  that  stands  next  in  the  minis- 
terial plan)  and  afterwards  that  of  Great 
Britain,  will  follow  of  course;— the  noo- 
ster  of  denotism  will  only  grant  eren  to 
the  latter  tne  favour  intended  for  Uljsses, 
that  of  being  last  devoured. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  to  the  beat  of  my  abi- 
li^J»  agitated  this  great  question  oa  the 
ground  proposed  by  administration,  in  I 
constitutional  as  well  as  in  a  political 
light ;  and  will  venture  to  assert,  Uiat  it 
appeara  in  both  those  views  fonnidsUe 
and  destructive;  and  that  it  becomes  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  retract  the  uncon- 
stitutiopal  and  impolitic  steps  which  a^. 
ministnuion  have  nitherto  vSkea^  fbrnidsd 
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irideDtlj  upon  Toiy  Bnd  aibitrary  prin- 
dptes.  Let  ug,  therefore,  at  lengthy  re- 
toTB  bock  to  thoie  gloriouf  maxims  of  Uni- 
nml  liberty  estaS£shed  by  our  great  de* 
Swrer  king  Willilun  the  Srd— that  friend 
to  Dttokind ;  to  whom  we  owe  that  this 
Mtioo,  by  adhering  heretofore  to  those 
naxiiBS,  oad  become  the  most  powerful 
iDd  iUintrious  on  earth ;  and  by  whose. 
wisdom  the  sceptre  of  this  empire  has  been 
pbced  in  the  hands  of  the  family  who  now 
viekl  it;  which  may  they  erer  do  with 
liOBoor  and  perfect  safety,  whilst  they 
imm  enthroned  in  the  hearts  of  all  the 
lo)fal,lree-bom,  independent,  andwhigsish 
■Ijectfl  throughout  Great-Britain,  Ire* 
Im,  and  America ! 

Ur.  William  Adam  spoke  against  the 
Aotioo.  He  recurred  to  first  principles ; 
■id  he  was  a  Whig ;  declared  his  readi- 
Ks  to  support  the  constitution  of  Great* 
Britab,  in  which  America  was  included ; 
^e  of  the  doctrine  of  resistance;  de- 
fied the  Americans  never  had  a  1^^ 
f9wet  of  reitistance  in  thdr  constitution. 

Mr.  Scott  represented  the  dangers  of  a 
cml  war,  but  pressed  the  necessity  of 
liokot  measures  on  the  present  occasion. 

Qoreroor  Johnstone.  Before  you  pro- 
MUDce  this  dreadful  sentence  upon  a  me- 
ntorioug,  iober,  and  industrious  people,  I 
W  the  House  will  indulse  me  with  a 
fa  words  in  discharge  of  the  duty  I  owe 
iipfU;  and  likewise  with  a  view  of  trans- 
wing  my  character  fair  to  posterity, 
^  those  black  scenes  shall  be  examined 
»iAout  prejudice. 

T^  real  question  before  us  is,  upon  the 
poper  measures  to  be  pursued  respecting 
«tt  feUow-aubjects  in  America.  In  order 
te  jodge  of  this,  we  must  consider  tl)e  real 
^Hue  of  dilute.  I  say,  the  substantial 
^'^itoce  turns  upon  the  right  of  taxation. 
^  of  the  advocatfsi  on  the  other  side 
m  endeavoured  to  slur  this  point,  and 
"■^f  that  the  claims  of  the  Americans 
Ctteod  far  beyond  this  article,  and  that 
™^4?  of  Navigation  itself  is  in  danger, 
jlwitiaimposaible  for  a  judicious  mind 
^  read  the  material  papers,  and  not  to  see 
^  thia  ia  illusory.  The  congresr  has 
^KBd^  told  us,  they  are  willing  jto  ac- 
f^^  ^^  those  laws  which  secure  to  us 
*e  monopoly  of  their  trade,  as  necessary 
n  the  matoal  connection ;  and  the  in- 
^'nictiona  from  Philadelphia,  on  which  the 
f^Cttdinga  of  the  congress  are  chiefly 
""^led,  avow  these  ddctrines  in  more  full 
JJ^«pKcit  terms.  This  method  of  con- 
>«aiung  men  by  inference  and  conjee- 
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ture,  contrary  to  their  repeated  dedara* 
tioos,  I  cannot  approve :  I  shall  therefore 
bend  the  whole  force  of  my  argument  t» 
the  original  cause  of  quarrel»taxation. 

The  great  and  only  secret  yet  found 
out,  for  preserving  the  liberties  of  mankind 
from  thie  encroachments  of  that  power 
which  is  necessary  for  the  executrve  in 
larse  kingdoms^is  the  power  of  the  purse.- 
This  was  the  subject  of  contention  in  the 
civil  wars  of  Charles  1.  It  is  this  pri* 
vilege  alone  which  makes  the  House  of 
Commons  respectable  :  this  is  the  point  < 
which  Hampden  obtained  for  us !  And  I 
leave  every  one  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory  of  those  memorable  times,  to  deter* 
mine  in  his  own  mind,  whether  we  should 
ever  have  enjoyed  this  blessing,  if  he  had 
tamely  raid  the  tax,  and  had  not  resisted  ? 
From  this  power  we  derive  the  certaintjr 
of  assembling  the  representatives  of  the 
people:  by  this  redress  of  grievances  may 
precede  supplies;  and  the  security  that 
the  exercise  will  not  be  abused  is  derived 
from  hence,  that  the  House  cannot  im- 
pose on  others  what  they  are  not  to  feel* 
themselves.  By  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, every  man  should  be  repre- 
sented ;  but  the  deviation  from  a  rule,  too 
nice  for  practice,  is  safely  borne,  because 
the  interest  of  every  particular  member 
remains  as  a  pledge,  that  no  individual  can 
be  over-burthened :  when  this  security  is 
removed,  there  is  no  longer  any  safety  for 
those  to  whom  the  fact  does  not  apply. 
What  is  the  case  respecting  the  Ameri- 
cans ?  Does  any  member  feel  himself  af-  . 
footed  by  the  impositions  he  shall  lay  on 
thein  ?  Nay,  does  not  the  contrary  prin- 
ciple prevail  ?  The  more  he  shall  burthen 
Amenca,  the  more  he  will  relieve  himself. 
Judge  Hobert  says,  '*  If  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  made  constituting  a  man  a  judge, 
in  his  own  cause,  it  would  be  void  by  the 
law  of  nature.*'  Yet  such  is  tbe  precise  * 
situation  in  which  we  contend  we  ought 
to  be  placed,  respecting  the  Americans, 
and  for  the.  denial  of  which  we  are  ready 
to  condemn  bur  fellow-subjects  to  all  the  . 
tortures  enacted  by  the  laws  of  treason. 

Let  us  look  round,  and  view  the  fate  of 
different  states  that  have  yielded  or  pre- 
served the  privileges  for  which  the  Ame- 
ricans contend.  So  soon  as  the  cortes 
lost  this  power,  their  slavery  was  complete. 
Portugal  has  now  no  vestige  of  this  palla)- 
dium — Here  is  tyranny  supreme  !  In 
France,  where  the  traces  are  left,  (as  in 
the  pais  tPetatJ  their  happiness  is  distin- 
guisnable  from  the  misery  of  other  parts* 
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In  Brittin  we  are  yet  freeybecatue  we  v^ 
taio  it.  In  HoUaDd,  Switzerkuidy  and  the 
other  states  of  Europe,  they  are  mere  or 
less  so  as  they  preaerre  it.       ^ 

What  are  the  circumstances  that  dis- 
tinguish and  protect  tlie  British  colonies 
firom  those  oi  other  nations  ?  The  repre- 
■entatives  of  the  people  met  in  general 
assembly,  anjd  the  trial  by  jury.  If  the 
system  of  taxation,  by  the  parliament  of 
Ureat  Britain,  takes  ptacev  what  being  can 
be  so  creduloos  as  to  expect  the  assem- 
blies of  the  people  will  ever  meet ;  and  it 
is  confessed,  that  admiralty  courts,  dis- 
claiming trials  by  jury,  are  necessary  to 
enforce  this  species  of  taxation.  Here, 
then,  are  all  the  essential  privileges  of  an 
Englishman  dependent  on  this  question, 
and  the  real  interest  of  the  state  is  no 
way  concerned  in  the  contrary  scale,  since 
the  prosperity  of  the  colonies  must  ever 
prove  the  riches  and  glory  of  England. 
Nothing  but  the  absurd  pride,  or  narrow 
ignorance  of  the  present  administration, 
can  be  thrown  into  it.  When  once  this 
tystem  takes  place,  we  shall  then  feel  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  governors,  with 
til  their  train  of  dependents,  as  in  the 
provinces  of  Rome,  which  are  now  quoted 
as  an  example. 

Thus  much  supposing  the  Americans 
right  in  the  dispute  (as  I  believe  they 
are) ;  but  supposing  them  wrong,  I  shall 
now  state  their  excuse,  and  see  what 
heart  can  condemn  thera,  and  retain  any 
daims  to  humanity.  The  question  con- 
cerning the  right  to  tax  the  colonies, 
thoueh  clear  to  these  who  are  accustomed 
tp  think  deeply  on  tile  principles  of  free 
governments,  is  difficnh  to  common  ap- 
prehensions. Montesqoieu  has  observed, 
**  that  in  despotism  every  thmg  ought  to 
depend  on  two  or  three  ideas.'*  As  for 
instance,  is  there  an}*  thing  so  fit  to  solve 
this  dispute,  as  the  urmty  of  the  British 
empire,  the  supremacy  of  the  legislative 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  the  omnipo- 
tence of  parliament  ?  Is  there  any  man  so 
ignorant,  after  having  heard  those  sound- 
ing words,  as  not  diearly  to  comprehend 
the  whole  of  the  controversy  ?  Plodding, 
thinking  creatures,  who- are  accustomed  to 
consider  the  complicated  privileges  in  a 
f^  government,  from  whence  the  har- 
mony of  thewhote  springs,  maybe  puzzled ; 
but  men  who  have  never  disturbed  their 
repose  with  sueh  dry  considerations^  can 
httve  no  doubt  on  the  matter ;  be  >  that  as 
it  wastyf  eevtain  it  is,  dial  the  discussion  of 
thiS' Bvst  inportaot  qnesAioii  was-Mwted 
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in  this  assemUy  by  the  greatest 
after  the  fullest  infiivniatioo  that  ever  ac- 
connpanicd  any  politieal  question.  Tbe 
decision  was  in  fiurour  of  the  Americsoft; 
the  Stamp  Act  was  repealed.  I  admit 
that  principlea  of  expediency  are  alleged 
em  the  reason,  in  the  preamble  of  the  BiU; 
but  the  men  who  boldly  denied,  doriog 
this  discussion,  the  power  of  taxing  the 
colonies,  as  constitutionally  existing  in 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  aamdj, 
lord  Chatham  and  lord  Camden,  (mes  ol 
as  extraordinary  talents  as  ever  horned 
society)  the  one  was  made  prime  minifitefi 
the  other  was  created  a  peer,  and  lord 
high  chancellor  of  Great  BritaiD,  the 
kdeper  of  the  King's  conscience !  What 
American  could  have  retained  any  doubt  of 
his  cause  in  the  mind  of  his  Majesty,  or 
the  nation,  after  such  a  decision?  The 
Coinpromisinj?  Act  soon  followed  (for  tbe 
sake  of  grati^ing  a  party)  violating  all 
the  principles  of  commerce  and  policjr  in 
the  lump— -giving  draw-  backs  here,  eiact- 
ing  duties  there,  committing  the  poirer 
and  authority  of  the  nation  on  subjects 
which  never  could  produce  any  effect^ 
revenue,  and  this  in  a  manner  that  ail  men 
of  sense  must  ever  condemn. 

When  the  Americans  saw  by  this  act  of 
parliament,  that  the  great  question  vai 
likely  again  to  return  upon  them,  in  the 
progress  of  time,  through  the  greedinesii 
Ignorance,  or  caprice  of  statesmen,  thej 
met  the  position  in  its  sly,  circaitooi, 
questionable  shape ;  they  recurred  to  their 
old  principles ;  tliey  revolted  against  the 
preamble ;  they  transmitted  petitions;  sod 
allfailing,  they  enteredinto  non-importatioa 
agreements:  this  produced  lord  Hiilsbo- 
rough^s  circular  letter,  which  I  will  repeat 
again  and  again,  till  a  contrary  conduct  is 
pursued ;  for  no  satisfiictory  answer  can 
be  given  about  it,  while  the  present  doc- 
trines are  avowed.  The  Americans,  dim 
fortified  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
point  of  taxation,  are  unanimous  agftin^ 
om  power  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgis. 
If  there  be  any  doubt  on  this  fact,  why 
not  call  governor  Edeni  We  are  told  he 
lately  arrived ;  it  would  have  been  becom- 
ing to  have  produced  him :  but  1  call  on 
his  relations,  friends,  or.  any  man,  to  con- 
tradict me  in  this  assertion,  *<  that  the 
Americans  are  unanimous  against  tbtf 
power  of  taxation.**  They  are  resolved  to 
resist ;  and  since  you  have  placed  th^sw 
situation,  where  they  must  either  be  rebdi 
Of  slaves,  the  blame  most  lie  wick  these 
whe  have  Awye  then  to  this  dikam» 
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Id  dttcmiog  tbe  quettioo  of  rssieuiooe, 
tiw  geotiemen  on  me  other  side  have 
great  advantages.  We  stand  on  difficult 
groondY  since,  from  its  nature,  it  never 
on  be  defined,  or  admitted  as  lawful. 
Tbe  first  c^oer  of  the  crown  has  ^rly 
expressed  my  ideas  on  the  sohject.  The 
principle  should  never  he  extinguished  in 
toT^gofemment,  much  less  in  a  free  coun- 
try ;  the  occasion  must  ever  be  referred  to 
the  general  feelings  of  mankind.  Now,  if 
deprmng  a  trading  town  of  its  commerce 
—if  cutting  off  whole  societies  from  the 
besefit  of  the  element  which  God  has 
given  then-^if  proceeding  to  deprive 
them  of  the  fishery,  their  sobsisCence^-«if 
dteiiDg  their  charter  and  annihilating  all 
their  r^hts,  without  hearing  them  in  their 
ilefeace-.-if  establishing  in  its  stead,  a  new 
fiinn.  of  government,  which  leaves  all 
things  in  conffasion-^if  erecting  a  system 
of  tyFuioy  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  es- 
tabtashing  (not  toleraung )  all  the  absurdi- 
tieioftfae  KoBMn  CathcSic  religion— trial 
bjr  iopy  dismiaae^l  Habeas  Corpus  de* 
si«U»tbe  represenSatives  of  the  people 
Aetennined  uselesa— inferior  duties  levied 
bfiet  of  pariiament— in  short,  precedents 
Cv  the  violation  of  every  thing  we  hold 
siQitsBered  in  this  country  ;  I  say,  if  acts 
hk  these  can  vindicate  resistance,  the 
Anericans  can  quote  them,  and  God  and 
the  world  must  judge  between  us.  For 
nyoim  part,  I  consider,  with  lord  So* 
nien,  that  **  treason  agamst  the  constitut- 
es is  the  first  species  of  that  crime." 
Acti  of  parliament  are  sacred  things,  and 
]^et  they  may  be  so  made^  grinding  the 
&ce  of  mankind,  that  human  nature  will 
i^t  at  their  severity.  Ikidley  and 
^Bpson  were  hanged  for  acting — accord- 
ing to  act  of  parliament. 

I  have  now  stated  the  argumena  which 
ikMild  induce  you  to  pause  at  least  before 
y^  take  this  isretrievable  step.  I  shall 
^ittsifle  next  the  consequences.  Sappcwe 
veihould  sueoeed  in  subduing  the  Ameri- 
cm,  is  it  not  dear  fVom  henceforward 
te  "ve  must  govern  them  by  military 
^^^  Mast  not  our  army  be  increased  in 
F^oportion  i  While  his  Majesty  retains  the 
1^'^  of  moving  his  troops  from  one  part 
<f  his  dominions  to  another,  can  there  be 
■synfetv  for  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
^Mf  the  meiPtttcation  begins  at  the  ex- 
J*tB>tieS)  will  it  not  soon  commoffieate  to 
^e^iitie  i  £«ery  man  acquainted  with 
•s  history  of  mitions  must  foresee  the 
^^uences.  If  we  fail  in  the  attempt, 
^  is  the  happsesl  eveat  that  can  ooeur, 


what  difiicolties  may  not  disgust,  irrita- 
tion, and  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  en- 
gender ^  While  the  justice  and  modera- 
tion of  this  country  are  blotted  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  the  accumulated 
expence,  when  the  springs  of  riches  are 
eut  off,  must  shake  public  credit  to  the 
very  centre.  « 

The  noUe  lord  has  hinted,  ^<  if  repeal- 
ing the  tea  lax  would  do^  he  would  yield 
that,"  and  he  speaks  even  faintly  on  the 
power  of  taxation.  If  these  are  his  prin- 
ciples, we  are  yet  more  inexcusable.  We 
are  going  to  punish  men  for  maintaining 
what  we  are  ready  to  yield,  and  to  engage 
the  nation  in  endless  expence,  for  the 
sake  of  a  quiddity.  Since  whether  re» 
nouaoed  on  the  principles  of  expediency 
or  right,  the  satisfaction  must  be  equally 
complete  to  the  Americans. 

But  die  noble  lord  alleges,  **  that  yield* 
ing  the  point  of  taxation  would  not  now 
do."  This  is  conjecture  on  his  part :  but 
at  leist  it  would  produce  this  good  eSsct, 
we  should  diviae  the  Americans;  we 
should  unite  men  in  this  country,  and  ga 
to  the  contest  with  better  hopes  of  success* 
The  prooft  the  noble  lord  gives  for  his 
opinion  are  several  indiscreet  acts  of  dif* 
ferent  meetings  since  the  late  confusion  in 
America.  Such  detail  never  afiects  me» 
I  think  no  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from 
them.  In  all  civil  wars,  when  the  people- 
are  let  loose  to  reason  on  government,  a 
thousand  absurd  doctrines,  are  broAched* 
Let  us  apply  this  to  our  own  country  i  letT 
us  remember  all  the  ridiculous  ciroum* 
stances  which  Hudibras  has  pointed  better 
than  I  can.  -But  should  the  great  causa 
of  liberty,  in  which,  our  ancestors  were 
engaged,  suffer  from  such  circumstances  t 
To  Uieir  feelings  we  may  trust;  on  tha 
reasoning  of  the  multitude  there  is  little 
dependance.  For  my  own  part,  1  think 
with  cardinal  De  Retz,  that "  any  number 
above  one  hundred  is  at  best  but  a  mere 
mob."  [Her^  the  House  felt  the  expres* 
sions  as  too  strong.] — It  never  could  be 
my  intention  to  apply  the  role  to  this 
House,  long  trained  in  form  and  disci* 
pline,  though  sometimes  there  are  doc« 
trioes  and  proceedings,  even  here,  thai 
would  surprize  a  stranger  into  this  belief. 

But  the  noble  lord  says,  **  Why  not  pe-» 
tition  first,  and  acknowlege  the  right,  and 
then  we  will  grant  freely."  Have  they 
not  petitioned  i  Is  Uiere  a  means  of  sup- 
plication and  protestation  they  have  not 
tried  ?  I  am  convinced  they  went  to  the 
erawn  merely  as  a  vQOde  of  uiUodufiing^ 
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•tated,  that  no  tjranny  itadf  found  a  ju^ 
tification  in  the  mere  plea  of  their  ualimit- 
ed  authority.  He  stated  seven  acts  of  ty- 
ranny,  which  justified  resistance.  lie 
shewed,  that  the  cause  of  the  late  rebel- 
lions at  home,  and  those  disturbances  in 
America,  differed  widely ;  that  the  trade 
of  the  country  was  little  affected  by  those 
rebellions ;  that  our  trade  at  present  Is  the 
primary  object ;  that  the  object  of  that  re* 
nellion  was  to  set  an  unnatural  tyrant  on 
the  throne;  that  he  feared  the  Ame- 
ricans were  now  what  we  were  then ;  and 
were  struggling  that  an  insufersble  tyran- 
ny should  not  be  established  over  them* 
He  represented  the  delusion  practised  by 
ministry,  who  in  all  speeches  argue  that 
Boston  alone  was  in  rebellion,  and  that  it 
was  an  affair  with  Boston  only ;  but  he 
shewed  that  all  America  was  concerned, 
from  clear  and  positive  facts.  He  proved, 
that  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  the  like  resistance  had  been  found ; 
and  he  pressed  the  independent  members 
to  consider  that ;  fpr  he  said,  if  people 
were  once  convinced  that  the  mischief  was 
so  wide,  they  would  think  a  little  more  se- 
riously what  might  have  been  the  cause  of 
so  general  discontent,  and  might  wish  to 
apply  other  reranedies  than  fire  or  sword. 
He  said,  that  their  definition  of  rebellion 
was  the  oddest  he  had  ever  heard ;  it  must 
be  the  destruction  of  tea ;  but  burning  tea 
was  not  in  their .  definition  rebellion,  for 
such  a  place  had  burnt  it ;  that  spoiling  it 
in  damp  vaults  was  not  in  their  definition^ 
for  it  had  been  so  treated  in  such  a  place. 
Jiow  to  answer  their  definition  of  rebel- 
lion, tea  must  be  drowned  like  a  puppy 
dog ;  and  even  that  was  not  quite  enough ; 
it  must  be  drowned,  and  drowned  at  Bos- 
ton. This  was  their  definition  of  rebel- 
lion. He  exerted  himself  to  deprecate 
the  shameless  tyranny  we  exercised.  He 
abhorred  political  as  much  as  he  did  reli- 
gious persecution.  His  heart  seemed  en- 
gaged. He  mentioned  with  horror  the 
idea  of  tearing  a  man  from  his  family  and 
/riends  the  other  side  the  Atlantic,  and 
tearing  his  heart  out  in  Smithfield,  stiling 
it  the  heart  of  a  traitor,  because  he  would 
not  believe  in  virtual  representation,  and 
because  he  would  not  believe  that  America 
was  part  of  the  manor  of  Greenwich.  He 
aaid,  he  had  two  years  before  called  their 
attention  to  Virginia,  the  mother  colony; 
and  shewed  that  in  all  their  proceedings 
Virginia  had  taken  the  lead;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  plain  it  was  not  Boston, 
but  America ;  and  if  we  meant  a  wat  with 


the  whole,  we  ought  widi  our  eyas  open 
to  prepare  for  that,  and  not  for  a  scoie 
with  Boston.  He  also  put  it  on  its  liue 
bottom ;  you  have»  said  hci  your  optioo, 
America  or  this  ministry ;  and  he  expoied 
with  all  his  wit,  the  absurdity  of  balsn^ 
ing  in  such  a  dioice* 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderium  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Burke.  He  spoke  largely  of 
the  goodness  of  Britain  to  ^Anerios. 
Thought  it  highly  necessary  to  enforce 
the  laws,  and  complained  much  of  ths 
dispositions  of  the  Americans  being  tat 
oourSfKd  from  hence  by  those  who  avoir- 
ed  their  cause  in  England. 

Colonel  BarrS  allowed  that  the  Am^ 
ricans  might  be  encouraged  by  their  oonfif 
dmce  in  having  iriends  at  home,  when 
they  recollected  that  a  few  years  ago  tiis 
gentleman's  vdee  wbo  spoke  last  wsi 
,nMde  hoarse  in  condemning  the  messira 
of  this  country  towards  America.  He  vsi 
never  louder  than  in  his  invective  agaiart 
lord  Hillsborough  for  the  letter  whkh  hi 
insisted  deserved  impeachment.  The  osr 
lonel  went  into  a  fine  eulogium  on  colooeli 
Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  destined 
to  serve  against  America*  He  himentsd 
that  this  country  shoulil  lose  their  service! 
when  the  course  of  things  most  call  fsr 
it ;  for  a  foreign  war  was  inevitable,  if  m 
incurred  a  civu  one.  He  insisted  that  do 
honour  could  be  gained  there.  He  avowed 
a  fear  that  we  should  not  vanquish,  sod 
insisted  it  was  our  duty  to  cheridi  the 
Americans.  He  reproached  the  spirit  of 
administration,  who  in  the  FaUdsnd'i 
Island  business,  and  in  all  foreign  transso- 
tions,  readily  sacrifieed  the  honour  of  the 
nation  :  but  in  dealings  ^itli  our  own  peo- 
ple, when  the  people's  good  ought  to  he 
the  first  object,  pride  and  dignity  was  ttor 
only  principle.  He  shewed  from  count  do 
Guines's  memorial,  that  we  had  agreed  on 
that  occasion  to  disarm  first,  but  now  too 
Americans  must  submit  first;  and  wto 
they  do,  they  may  look  to  be  P*"^?^ 
when  the  ministers  are  ashamed  to  poo'^ 
He  said  he  felt  himself  connected  wrtb 
America  more  than  any  roai^  in  the  ^°'!*' 
and  added,  you  are  this  night  to  decide^ 
whether  you  are  to  make  war  on  y«* 
colonies. 

Lord  North  professed  good  in"^*^ 
but  did  not  seem  to  promiie  much  sueoe* 
in  his  measures.  lie  made  some  ^^'^^ 
tions  between  his  administration  andtfio 
duke  of  Grafton's :  said  be  did  not  now 
to  tax  America ;  and  added,  if  they  «^ 
sabmit.  and  leave  to  ua  the  constitutifl"" 
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light  of  topretnaey,  tlie  quaml  would  be 
« tn  end. 

Mr.  Maekmcirth  spoke  afimiBt  tbe  AcU 
toB,  «id  obsenredy  ibal  ai  the  niniiler 
kd  declared,  he  did  not  ikieaA  te  tax 
America,  he  was  for  stopping  shorty  as  he 
dunght  it  an  idle  ^ptarrel  about  words, 
vben  re  were  avowedly  to  get  nothing. 

Mr.  Sambridpe  was  against  the  Address. 
Two  parts  b  it  he  oould  not  aeree  to: 
Int,  jaying  the  Amerioans  were  in  rebd- 
ioa:  rbe  second,  promising  to  risk  his  life 
tDd  fortune. 

The  debate  lasted  till  half  past  two  in 
^nomiog;  when  the  House  diWded  on 
ie  question  of  reoomasitaMint :  the  Yeas 
^est  forth. 

Tellers. 

Y^ . ,  ( Lord  John  Cavendish    -  i  mir 
"*'  I  Mr.  Thomas  Townshend   $  *"^ 

V      (General  Irwine    -    -    '-  >ooo 
'^o^^i Mr.  Cooper    ....  $288 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the 
Address  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Lords  at  a  confer- 
ence; which  was  accordinglj  done  on  tlie 
toHotiDg  day.* 

dth^e  in  the  Lords  on  an  Address  to  the 
^n^  up<m  the  Disturbances  in  North  Ame* 
nca.l  Feb.  7.  The  Lord  President  re- 
ported, that  they  had  met  the  managers 
lortheCooanaons  at  the  conference,  which, 
on  the  part  of  the  Commons,  was  managed 
by  the  lord  North;  who  acquainted  the 
nanagers  for  the  Lords,  "  That  they 
laving  taken  into  their  consideration  the 
iUte  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  North 
America,  have  agreed  upon  an  Address  to 
k{>re6eoted  to  his  Majesty;  to  which  they 
^Kire  the  concurrence  of  this  House." 
Then  his  lordship  read  the  Address,  upon 
vhicfa,  the  earl   of  Dartmouth  and  the 

*  Mr.  GibboQ  10  Mr.  Holroyd,  Feb.  1,  1775. 
**  I  am  not  damned,  accDrding^  to  your  chM'ita- 
Mevishes,  because  I  have  not  acted^  there 
*as  loch  an  inundation  of  speeches,  yotini^ 
JJ««hM  io  w^ry  sense  of  tlie  word,  both  on 
"*nday  in  tbe  {praod  committee,  aod  Moailay 
2<|hs  n>p»rt  ts  the  Boom,  that  neither  lord 
^*<^e  Germaine  nor  myself  could  find  room 
^  s  siagli*  wotd.  Tbe  principal  men  Itotb 
^>ivere  Fox  and  Wedderburne,  on  the  op- 
Nie  gtdes ;  the  latter  displayed  his  usual 
*®l»i  the  former,  taking  the  vast  com- 
piof  the  ^estion  before  us,  discovered  powers 
^ylar  debate,  which  neither  his  friends 
"^t  nor  his  enetnica  dreaded.''  M iscella* 
Wsiks^  f«|.  1.  p.  4a9, 


Dianmia  tf  Koddnghias  both  rising  Io 
spealc,  si4ielMte  anise  who  shonM  spenk  ^ 
firat. 

In  this  oonfoaion  the  Lord  GhanotUor 
pat  the  4fueation«  *^  Is  it  3N>ar  Wdslupa' 
pieaauce  that  the  earl  of  Daitnotttfa  be 
now  heard  V*  Thb  calied  up  the  doke  of 
Richmond,  who  oontended^  that  it  was « 
nnoat  slavidi  position  to  say,  that  any  lord 
in  thfltUonae  showhl  hate  a  praferenoe 
before  aoodi^r ;  and  that  the  pvefeeenoe 
slMiDld  be  determined  by  the  Hease« 
Lord  l!iaM6eld  replied,  that  he  had  alwavs 
imdentood  k  was  in  tbe  option  of  toe 
dhairman,  in  either  House  (the  Speaker 
in  the  other,  and  the  Lord  Keeper  m  this) 
to  ao  ftr  decide,  as  at  least  to  put  the  ques« 
tion  on  wMch  of  the  two  penoos  be 
pleased.  To  prove  this,  his  lordship  eited 
an  instance  in  a  committee  of  the  Houee 
of  Coaamona  on  the  Spanish  eenventioa 
in  17W|  wbea  two  members  rising  at  tke 
saoM  inBtaatf  to  make  motions  €£  a  direst 
eootffsry  teodeney,  Mr«  Winningteii^ 
the  chiHrman,  pointed  to  one  of  them  in 
preference  Co  the  other,  which  gate  birth 
to  the  witty  observation  of  Mr.  Pultcney, 
afterwards  earl  6i  Bath,  in  the  eoarse  4if 
the  debate,  ^  That  the  chairman  had  made 
the  deadest  point  he  ever  saw  in  his  life/' 
Lord  Camden  urged  the  necessity  and 
justice  of  their  preriously  accepting  the 
petitieii  of  the  merohants,  whieh  ne  uawtoib 
stood  Am  noble  marqois  had  to  present, 
and  hearing  the  merchants'  allegatioae ; 
he  told  the  House,  they  not  only  sat  there 
in  their  representative,  but  in  their  judicial 
capacity,  and  were  therefore  bound  by  all 
the  ties  of  official  doty,  to  get  every  fi^ht 
and  information  upon  tiK  subject  berore 
them ;  otherwise,  their  coming  to  a  detei^ 
mination  could  not  be  acting  in  the  spnrit 
of  the  constitution.  He  pressed  them  beit 
for  a  day,  which  would  not  create  any 
delay,  and  in  that  time  he  had  ne  donbc 
their  lordshipa  would  receive  that  solid 
information  founded  on  the  troest  proofi^ 
commercial  experience;  which  would, 
perhaps,  influence  their  lordships  to  think 
differently  from  what  they  then  did.  Eart 
Oower  insisted  that  such  a  mode  of  pro* 
oeeding  was  totally  unusual  and  unparlia* 
mentary;  that. very  early  in  life,  nrach 
about  the  periou  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
allufled  to,  he  remembered  acbrcomstanoe 
which  came  directly  in  point ;  it  wae  on  an  " 
intended  motion  of  the  late  lord  Halifax's^ 
when  the  Lord  Keeper  decided  againsC 
him,  that  another  noble  lord  should  b« 
fifstheafd.    [In  all  this  hurry  and  eenib» 
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could  not  help  remarking,  that  they  avoid- 
ed every  deeaaratioB  equivocal  or  inequi* 
vocal;  for  all  they  promiied  in. return, 
was  to  consent  to  ttie  Act  of  Navigation, 
while  they  were  boUly  contending  for  the 
vepeal  of  every  one  Act  almost  Which  wae 
to  give  thai  great  constitutional  law  the 
leaat  force  or  eftct.  He  next  |MK>ceeded 
Co  prove,  by  a  variety  of  argimients,  that 
die  colonies  were  in  actual  rebellion ;  in- 
aiited  en  the  right  of  the  metlfer  country 
ever  the  colonies ;  doubted  of  the  expe- 
diencv  of  taxing  now,  on  account  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act ;  but  said  k  waa 
utterly  impossible  to  say  a  gyUable  on  Che 
matter  of  expediency,  till  the  right  waa 
first  aa  ftiUy  asserted  on  one  side,  ar  ac- 
fctiewledged  on  the  other.  He  loudly 
•endemMd  the  bad  policy  ef  laying  the 
taxes' on  in  1767 ;  and  laid  all  our  present 
troableB  and  politieal  confusions  al  that 
door.  He  said  it  was  the  nMst  absurd 
aneasure-that  could  possibly  beinuiguied, 
Ibr  all  the  purpose  it  answered  waa,  at 
eoce  t»  throw  the  colonies  into  a  ferment 
and  tU-inMnour,  and  to  hurt  the  oemaneroe 
ef  Britain,  by  fWnishing  the  Amevieani 
with  a  temptatien  to  smuggle ;  that  ie, 
loading  our  own  manufceture^  with  duties, 
anvd  pevmitUttg  otherpowers  to  supply  the 
American  markets  with  the  same  eonamoN 
dities,  without  paying  any. 

Lord  Camden  took  up  the  last  noble  lord 
on  his  asBertien,  that  the  coiomeawere  in 
rebellion.  If  rebellion  and  treason  meant 
the  same  thing,  he  would  be  bold  to  say 
the  colonies  were  not  in  rebellion.  He 
aaid  he  knew  no  Speciea  of  treason,  but 
those  descriiMd  by  the  statute  of  the  25th 
ef  Edward  5,  which  were,  levying  war 
within  the  reah»,  or  coenpamiog  or  ima- 
gininff  the  death  ol  the  king.  He  owned 
dmt  ttiere  were  many  precedents  in  the 
books  of  coqstroeted  treason,  where  cer- 
tain acta  of  an  atrocious  nature  were  ad- 
judged and  referred  to  one  or  other  of 
ibose ;  but  he  contended  that  no  one  act 
hithevte  committed  in  Amenoa,  came 
wkbin  any  of  those  preoedents.  He  said, 
oonstructiVe  treason  waa  a  dangerous 
thing ;  the  rale  should  be  certain  and  de* 
finite;  for,  were  it  otherwise,  no>  man 
eeulid  tell  where  it  would  end,  as  the  lives 
and  properties  of  the  subject  would  be 
tfien  at  the  mercy  of  the  jui^e ;  the  cul- 
prit would  then  suflbr  at  the  will  of  the 
tndge,  not  by  the  ^irit  or  the  letter  of  the 
law.  He  insisted,  he  had  as  great  and 
good  a  judge  as  ever  sat  in  Westminster 
Hall,  lord  Uale,  to  sapporthim  ifi  this  opi^ 


nion,  who,  after  laying  down  the  kw  e{ 
Edward  3,  and  the  expoeitionsof  it  in  the 
several  decisions  of  bis  predecassors,  t^ 
sorts,  in  the  most  absolute  and  unresemi 
terms,  that  nothing  should  be  deeowi 
treason,  by  any  parity  of  reasoning  era- 
milarity  of  circumstances,  unless  it  csus 
expressly  within  the  statute  or  the  iBtar* 
pretatioD  of  it,  as  laid  down  in  tbe  setenl 
decisioas  which  had  been  given  since  tfas 
passing'  of  the  law.  He  added,  os  tfaii 
head,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  il^ 
had  providedrfor  any  mischief  that  migkk 
arise,  by  directiiig  the  judges  to  apply  ts 
pMliament  far  their  aidviee,  should  aqi 
new  case  arise- which  did  not  come  withis 
the  words  or  obvious  meaning  of  tbe  M 
tute.  ~He  next  replied  to  the  noble  asd 
learned  lord,  as  bang  seemingly  inrohel 
in  the  ceneure  passed  vn  the  adminiaaw 
ttoa  which  consented  to  lay  tbe  duties,  uN 
of  which  (that  on  tea^'  waa  now  the  sia 
^inal  cause  of  the  unhappy  disputes  %^ 
sisting  between  Great  Britain  and  tbe  w 
lenies.  He  utterly  disclaimed  having  tfti 
least  hand  in  that  measure;  said  heial 
not  consulted  in  the  framing  the  law  wbidl 
laid  on  those  duties,  and  that  hewasil 
the  time  closely  and  laboriously  emplojcl 
in  discharging  the  weighty  functions  of  bil 
office.  He  next  entered  tnte  a  very  fA 
and  detailed  view  of  both  the  previoaisii 
detailed  question ;  he  said,  he  was  astsniM 
to  hear  a  noble  lord,  in  the  course  of  tli 
debate,  advise  the  very  extraordinary  iMt* 
sure  of  blocking  up  the  Americsa  port|» 
and  ther^yx  preventiog  them*  firoiB  dl 
commerce  whatever.  He  observed,  tbi 
sending  aa  arm  v  thither  in  a  hostile  na» 
ner,  was  insanity  the  first ;  but  were  thi 
present  proposed*  measures  adoptsdr  ' 
would  indeed  be  insanity  the  second.  It 
would  be  no  less  than,  a  political;^/o  dt  ir? 
and  would  be  like  a  man,  who  to  bsit* 
venged  of  a  person  that  he  supposed  bsl 
injured  him,  shouldsheath  a  poniard  in  bh 
own  bosom*  Our  commerce,  says  bii 
lordship,  is  at  once  the  source  of  ott 
wealtli  and  our  power ;  it  both  gives  ^ 
seamen  to  nuin  our  fleets,  and  money  tt 
pay  them ;  without  commerce  this  ulaRS) 
when  compared  with  many  couotnei  oa 
the  continent,  is  but  a  small  iasigaifiofll 
spot :  it  is  from  our  oommeroe  aTeoe  d^ 
we  are  intitled  to  that  censeqoeace  ^ 
beae  in.  the  great  pditiod  scale.  Wwt 
compared  with  several  of  the  great  po«flt 
of  BuropCy  England^  in>the  ^^J* 
Shakespeare,  beiagno  more  than  a  <*  birdil 
nei^  floating  oa  a.  poot*^    What,;  tbt4 
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ftrid  u6  the  c0iiBei|ii6OC6  of  sdoptnig^  so 
)M  ad  dangerotM  an  oxpedieot  ?  We 
ikrakl  Bdcber  have  riiipf  to  defend  us, 
MBCB  to  mm  theio»  nor  money  to  pay 
Mmi,  tnd  we  must  of  cowrte  fall  a  prey 
todie fifft  invader;  for  both  the  means  oif 
Meooey  and  the  sources  which  were  wont 
toaipport  it,  would  be  at  once  cut  off. 
Bt  mii  every  engine  had  been  set*  to 
tMk,  and  art  essayed,  to  prejudice  the 
boded  interest,  and  distinguim  it  on  the 
smeat  occasion  from  the  commercial,  as 
ttheiatter  could  sustain  any  injury  Uuit 
the  stber  must  not  equally  feel.  'What 
ine  the  ?alue  of  the  lands  but  commevce  f 
Hut  sBpported  commerce  again  but  the 
hsdi  ^— their  interests  being  as  inseparable 
m  Ibe  benefits  they  derived  from  each 
sther  were  mutual  and  reciprocal.  He 
eondsded  generally  on  the  high  sounding 
SDiDteBigibk  phrases  of  legislative  supre- 
ittqr  Old  parliamentary  onmipoCenoe ; 
h|t|  far  bis  part,  they  conveyed  to  his 
aiad  predseljr  such  an  idea,  and  gave 
sfisl  mtisfiiction,  as  the  answer  given 
bf  die  fine  gentleman  in  the  play,  who, 
mg  chsi)^  with  baseness  by  .his  friend, 
*lio  tdd  hmi  he  had  eat  his  meat,  drank 
kii  vise^  and  lain  with  his  wife,  made  no 
sther  reply,  at  the  end  of  every  sentence, 
ha, «  Sir,  I  wear  a  sword." 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  rose  with  ^reat 
airsidi,  and  after  observing  that  his  ideas 
SD  this  important,  subject  did  not  coincide 
Mb  what  had  been  urged  from  any  side 
sf  the  House,  and  that  he  meant  to  re- 
alm his  opmion  till  the  great  question, 
Ml  all  its  several  relations  and  collateral 
tarcooiitances,  came  to  be  taken  into  con-' 
likration  and  finally  decided  on,  animad- 
tertcd  with  no  small  degree  of  acrimony 
lodreKntment  on  the  conduct  of  the  two 
kareed  and  noUe  lords  who  preceded 
Un.  Of  the  hitter  (lord  Camden)  he  in- 
cited it  was  mean,  and  much  beneath  the 
l^ity  sf  one  who  acted  in  the  exdited 
itttiM  be  did,  at  the  time  the  duties  now 
^tioned  were  imposed,  to  come  at  this 
^  to  screen  himself  from  the  disagree- 
tbfe  ooBieqoeDces  that  measure  produced, 
*4  ihift  the  blame  off  his  own  shoulders 
te  by  it  on  those  of  others,  whom  he  was 

eiody  convinced,  and  fully  conscious, 
BO  more  particular  hand  in  it  than  his 
"^hip.  The  measure,  says  his  grace, 
^consented  to,  at  least,  in  the  cabinet. 
*^  noble  lord  acquiesced  in  it,  he  sat  in 
^  chair,  (pointing  to  the  Lord  Keeper's) 
y^  it  was  passing  through  this  House  in 
^  >^ena  stages.  The  learaed  lord  was 
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the  very  person  who  signified  the  royal 
approbation  of  this  law  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity, under  the  seal  of  his  office;  and 
shall  he  now  come  to  tell  this  House,  and 
the  public,  that  it  passed  without  his  ap- 
probation or  participation  ?  He  then  ob- 
served, that  matters  which  had  passed  in 
that  House  were  freouenily  misrepresented 
without  doors ;  but  he  was  glad  of  an  op- 
portunity of  testifying  to  the  public  that 
It  was  no  measure  of  his,  perhaps  it  was 
c<mtrary  to  his  judgment ;  but  he  reserved 
his  sentiments  on  that  subject  to  a  future 
occasion ;  as  what  he  meant  now  was,  that 
let  the  measure  be  good  or  bad,  all  he 
wished  was,  that  every  cabinet  minister, 
iffao  acted  and  deliberated  in  that  capa- 
city, at  the  time  of  passing  that  law,  should 
equidly  share  the  censure,  if  it  was  a  bad 
one,  or  be  entitled  to  an  equal  claim  of 
merit,  if  it  were  a  good  one.  In  reply  to 
the  other  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  said, 
he  totally  difiered  from  him,  as  to  the 
commercial  effect  of  that  law ;  for  if  the 
law  itself  was  wise,  and  the  nrinciple  it 
originated  from  expedient  ana  eouitable, 
the  regulation  w^^  certainly  no  less  so; 
for  there  was  no  other  possible  mode  of 
enforcing  the  declaratory  law,  internal 
taxation  being  totally  abandoned  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  by  laying 
on  post  duties.  And  he  knew  of  none, 
against  which  the  noble  lord's  objectiona 
would  not  lie  as  forciUy  as  those  proposed 
to  be  levied  by  the  Act  under  considera- 
tion. He  lamented  the  misfortune  that 
the  administration  he  was  connected  with 
was  Uie  only  one  who  wanted  the  assist- 
ance  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord.  He 
was  certain  that  some  of  the  preceding  ad- 
romistrations  had  profited  of  liis  great  abi« 
lities ;  and  though  he  was  deprived  of  the 
support  which  might  be  derived  from  such 
sage  counsels,  he  was  happy  that  the  na- 
tion experienced  the  good  effects  in  the 
aid  he  had  given  to  some  of  the  adminis- 
trations which  preceded  the  one  in  which 
he  was  ccncer»ed,  and  perha(>s,  nay  pr<^* 
bably,  the  one  that  succeeded  it. 

Lord  Mansfield  feeling  this  as  a  direct 
attack,  implying  an  interference  in  the 
pubUc  councils,  endeavoured  to  exculpate 
Himself  from  the  jcharge.  He  said,  he  had 
been  a  cabinet  minister  part  of  the  late 
reign,  and  the  whole  of  the  present ;  that 
there  was  a  nominal  and  an  efficient  ca- 
iHnet ;  that  for  several  years  he  acted  as  a 
member  of  the  latter,  and  consequently 
deliberated  with  the  King's  minister ;  that 
however  a  short  time  previous  to  the  «d- 
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minislnitioD  in  whidi  the  Doble  marqiiis 
presided  at  the  head  of  the  TreMorj,  and 
tome  considerable  time  before  the  noble 
duke  succeeded  him  in  that  department, 
he  had  prayed  his  Majesty  to  excuse  him ; 
and  from  that  day  to  the  present  he  had 
declined  to  act  as  an  efficient  cabinet  mi- 
nister. He  said,  he  had  lived  with  every 
administration  on  eqoal  good  terms ;  and 
never  refused  his  advice  when  applied  to ; 
that  particulariy  the  noble  marquis  most 
recollect  his  gnring  him  every  assistance 
his  poor  abilities  were  capable  of  affivd- 
ing  ;nor  was  it  his  fault  that  noble  duke 
did  not  experience  the  same ;  for  had  he 
been  applied  to,  he  would  have  cheerfully 
rendered  him  everv  assistance  in  hn 
power.  That  he  had  not  changed  his  opi- 
nion on  the  present  subject,  he  appealed 
to  every  side  of  the  House ;  for  when  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  brought  into 
it,  though  he  wished  to  give  the  measures 
of  government  every  support,  consistent 
with  his  judgment  and  nis  public  duty, 
yet  foreseeing  the  consequences  exactly 
m  the  same  light  thej^  have  since  turned 
out,  he  voted  against  it ;  but  assured  the 
House,  that  he  took  no  other  private  or 
ostensible  part  whatever  in  diat  business ; 
and^  so  careful  and  studious  was  he  to 
avoid  the  least  appearance  of  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  that  he  even  returned  a  proxy 
that  was  sent  to  him  against  the  repeal, 
sooner  than  seem  to  take  any  public  part 
against  the  Kin^s  servants.  His  lordship 
likewise  anologited  to  the  noble  duke, 
and  assured  him,  that  he  had  not  the  most 
distant  intention  of  passing  any  censure 


Dehaieoman  Jddreufoike  Bt^  QR 

hoped  the  day  of  enquiry  and  public  reti 
bution  wooM  oome,  whien  the  andior  < 
the  present  dangerous  measores  would  I 
discovered,  and  of  diat  despotic  sjMe 
which  has  governed  our  councils  for  son 
years  past,  clearly  devdoped.  Caodoi 
obliged  him  to  testiff ,  to  the  oondnct  sii 
sentiment  of  the  noble  duke,  that  he  wi 
averse  to  themeasnre;  and  Uie  day  it  wi 
brought  in,  as  part  of  a  money  bill  fro 
the  other  House,  never  rose  to  support  i 
as  the  strcmgest  mark  of  his  disimproh 
tion.  He  was  certain  the  noble  and  learac 
lord  equally  disapproved  of  it ;  and,  for  k 
own  part,  who  had  then  the  honour  of  o 
cupymg  a  very  high  poet  in  administnrtioi 
his  sentiments  were  too  wdl  known  to  ci 
for  explanation.  He  said  further,  thst  b 
situation  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  knot 
ing  the  sentiments  or  a  very  high  pa 
sonage ;  and  he  could  affirm,  mxn  his  oir 
knowledge,  that  they  were  extremely  h 
Tourable  towards  America.  It  was  there 
fore  a  matter  well  worth  knowing,  and  es 
tremely  deserving  of  enquiry,  how  tU 
unexpected  change  was  effected,  and  b] 
what  over-ruling,  iital  influence,  this  gns 
empire  was  broi^^t  to  the  eve  of  hm{ 
plunged  into  idl  the  miseiies  and  horns 
of  civil  war. 

Lord  Lxfttelion  contended  for  the  UDiver 
sality  and  unity  of  the  British  empire  ova 
all  its  territories  and  dependencies,  wfaerfr 
ever  its  domination  extended.  He  «a 
severe  on  the  noble  and  learned  M 
(Camden)  who  spoke  so  fully  on  the  dan 
gerous  consequences  of  construGttretns 
son.    He  asserted  those  little  evasions  m| 


on  any  measure  pursued  in  the  administra-  distinctions  were  the  effects  of  |>rofe8aoBd 
tion  in  which  he  acted ;  so  fiur  irom  it,  ^t  subtlety  and  low  cunning ;  that  it  was  ^ 
he  highly  approved  of  puttine  the  dedara-  '^ 

tory  law  into  execution ;  all  he  at  most  in- 
dnnated  was,  that  the  present  minister's 


plan  was  much  better  calculated  for  giving 
U  effisct ;  as  it  at  once  destroyed  the 
temptation  to  smuggle,  by  reducing  the 
duty  from  one  shilling  to  threepence  ;  for 
who  would  risk  his  whole  property  against 
such'  a  trifling  duty  I  or  how  was  it  pos- 
sible that  the  smuggler  could  come  to 
market  upon  equal  terms,  under  all  the 
circumstances  attending  that  trade,  with 
the  fair  importer. 

The  Earl  of  Shelhume^  after  taking  a 
general  view  of  both  the  previous  and 
main  question,  respecting  the  propriety  of 
hearing  the  petitioners,  and  tne  madness 
of  a  civil  war,  upon  every  ground  of  jus- 
tice, prudence,  and  sound  policy,  in  a  very 
Me  and  comprehensive  manner,  said,  he 


surd  to  the  last  degree  to  enter  into  saA 
flimisy  observations  on  this  or  that  psftico' 
lar  phrase  or  word,  and  thence  draw  de< 
ductions  equally  puerile  and  ioconclainp^ 
that  the  colonies  were  not  in  rdieUioa 
For  his  part,  he  should  not  abide  by  socB 
far-fetched  interpretations,  he  would  fx 
guided  by  common  sense,  and  only  coo- 
suit  the  papers  on  the  table,  to  prove  be* 
yond  question,  that  America  was  in  rebej* 
lion.  What !  will  any  noble  Ibrd  in  ths 
House  rise,  and  tell  me  seriously,  tbat  * 
country  is  not  in  rebellion  when  it  opeo9 
disclaims  all  obedience  to  the  laws,  «I  d^ 
pendence  on  the  legislature!  when  w«y 
ofler  to  appropriate  the  public  roooiesW 
the  very  means  of  resistance !  when  twy 
prevent  the  courts  of  iustioe  from  ass^ 
oling,  and  the  counsellors  app(Hnted  07 1 

crown  from  acting !    Will  any  noble  «»» 
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petend  to  saj,  that  any  or  all  of  those  are 
BOt  Dumifett  acts  of  rebellion  ?  or.that  it 
ki  not  treason  in  every  obvious,  substan- 
tial sod  lepal  meaning  of  the  word,  to  at- 
lad:  one  of  the  King's  fortreeses,  ^make  his 
troops  render  it  up,  and  seize  and  convert 
Ibe  King's  stores  te  the  direct  purposes  of 
spenly  resisting  his  lesal  authority  by 
iiroe  oi  arms  ?  Are  wese  acts  of  .the 
mm  flagrant  rebellion  and  treason?  or 
ire  they,  according  to  the  ingenious  doc- 
Irioe  and  legal  language  of  the  noble  and 
hamed  lord»  only  lo  be  construed  mere 
mienieaBor  or  felony  ?  His  lordship 
text  entered  hito  a  very  spirited  defence 
sfhis  noble  and  learned  friend,  who  spoke 
ID  the  lame  side,  and  dealt  his  blows  very 
IberaDy  on  all  those  who  had  attacked 
kiiB.  {le  bestowed  the  highest  enco- 
Bunis  on  his  talents,  integnt^,  and  poll- 
ticil  conduct;  and  charged  his  accusers 
with  being  weak  and  evil  counsellors,  no 
kn  in  thieir  eeneral  sentiments  than  in 
ifoi  penQnaT  attacks.  He  recurred  to 
Ui  former  arauments,  and  contended  with- 
OBtreierveror  the  legislative  supremacy 
tf  j^Uameot  over  every  part  of  the 
Britub  dominions  in  America,  the  East 
and  West  Indies,  in  Africa,  in  Asia,  in 
WSJ  part  and  quarter  of  the  globe,  nay 
aver  Ireland  itself,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
;  OMiry ;  the  ri^ht  of  taxation  and  legisla- 
te mdng  indivisible  and  unconditional, 
4*er  every  phice  to  which  our  sovereignty 
extended. 

Ibe  Duke  of  Richmond  condemned,  in 
Aemoit  pointed  and  direct  terms,  what 
biignce  called  the  inflammatory  and  ill- 
pomded  representations  of  the  learned 
tad  ooble  lora.    He  said  it  was  yery  un- 
becoming the  ffravity  and  dignity  of  his 
trtoation,  and  of  the  aeveral  high  relations 
be  stood  in  to  the  state,  to  endeavour  to 
inbme  and  mislead  at  so  alarming  a  crisis. 
Be  obierved  that  the  noble  lord  had  la- 
boned  all  in  his- power  to  prove  the  colo- 
»esm  rebellion ;  but  for  his  part  he  did 
Betpeicetve  that  he  used  one  solid  argu- 
^%  in  proof  of  this  cruel  assertion :  an 
•■ertioDjin  every  view  of  it,  big  with  the 
Best  boirible  and  direful  con^uences ; 
la  asKrtion  which,  as  soon  as  sanctified 
V  A  ▼ote  of  both    Houses,   authorized 
every  i^ies  of  rapine,  plunder,  massacre, 
*od  penectttion  whatever.  His  grace  then 
^ivaed  to  the  consideration  of  constructive 
^^xn :  and  observed,  that  the  noble  and 
iJl^ed  lord  and  his  friends  ought  to  be 
«e  bat  to  approve  of  lax  and  indefinite 
'^^^'ptetations  of  treaaons.  as  it  misht.  on 
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some  future  day,  open  a  door  for  obtain* 
ing  of  substantial  and  e&ctual  justice  on 
those  who,  through  the  whole  course  of 
their  lives,  had  been  as  sedulous  to  evade 
the  law,  as  they  were  industrious  to  break 
it.  He  entered  fully  into  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  contents  of  the  Address ; 
and  at  least  listening  to  hear  what  the  pe- 
titioners had  to  offer.  It  would  be  decent 
to  pay  some  degree  of  attention  to  So  re- 
spectable and  useful  a  body  (as  the  mer-' 
diants)  and  though  no  petition  liad  been 
presented,  it  would  be  manifestly  indecent, 
and  totally  derogating  from  the  dignity  of 
that  House,  to  blindly  and  implicitly  adopt 
the  present  measure,  without  examination, 
deliberation,  or  enquiry.  This  night's  de- 
bate, he  confessed,  brought  back  strongly 
to  his  mind  what  had  often  been  the  sub« 
ject  with  him  of  great  astonishment  and 
serious  consideration.  The  measure  which 
had  been  originally  the  cause  of  our  pre- 
sent dangerous  situation,  was  now  openly 
disavows  by  three  cabinet  ministers,  then 
occupying  the  first  departments  of  the 
State.  They  had,  each  of  them,  he  re- 
marked, solemnly  declared  it  was  no  mea- 
sure of  theirs,  jointly  or  separately;  one 
of  them  (lord  Shelbume)  has  assured  us, 
from  his  own  knowledge,  that  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of 
a  great  personage.  Whence  then,,  says 
his  grace,  are  we  to  suppose  it  originated? 
I  wul  not  say  that  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  knows ;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  re- 
mind his  lordship  of,  that  when  I  came  to 
office  I  saw  several  foreign  dispatches,  on 
the  margin  of  which  were  written  observa- 
tions in  that  noble  lord's  hand*writing.  I 
need  not  tell  his  lordship,  but  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  to  inform  the  House,  that  the 
correspondence  with  our  foreign  ministers, 
at  a  convenient  time,  is  sent  roun'd  in  little 
blue  boxes  to  the  efficient  cabinet  minis- 
ters ;  and  that  each  of  them  give  their 
opinions  on  them  in  writing.  These  are 
the  opinions  and  the  observations  I  now 
allude  to.  His  grace  besides,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  condemned  very  severely 
the  Acts  respecting  America,  passed  during 
the  last  session,  particulariy  to  that  which 
gave  a  new  power  to  the  sheriflb,  unknown 
to  the  constitution ;  that  of  creating  what 
he  called  pocket  juries ;  and  the  other, 
which,  if  possible,  is  of  a  much  more  dan- 
gerous tendency,  preventing  all  meetings, 
under  the  penalties  of  high  treason ;  tor  if 
it  be  treason  to  resist  an  Act  of  the  British 
parliament  in  the  manner  im)W  contended 
tor,  it  must  of  consequence  be  treason  u^ 
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•MMt  at  liie  awcuiilici,  wlndi  At  KB  fiir 
altering  the  charter  pontivdj  p^ohibili. 

Lord  MamsfiM  rote  id  great  wanadi : 
he  said  he  could  hardlj  Imag  hiaMelf  to 
believe  the  several  jniinnariooi  thrown  out 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  could  be  di- 
lectedathim;  jret,  on  the  other hand^ifdief 
meant  any  thing,  he  knew  not  odienrise 
how^  to  interpret  them.  If  tbej  were  in- 
tended to  be  iropated  to  him  as  a  crime, 
thej  missed  their  aim,  for  in  his  opinion 
thej  had  perhaps  undesignedly  done  him 
the  greatest  honour.  W&t  do  their  lord- 
ships  insinuate,  that  I  have  been  the  au- 
thor of  the  present  measures,  and  it  is  I 
that  direct  them  ?  I  should  be  jprood  to 
own  them  if  it  were,  because  I  thmk  diem 
wifle»  politic,  and  equitable;  but  surely 
they  will  permit  me  to  repeat  again,  that 
I  have  been  a  nomimd  cabinet  minister 
part  of  the  last  reign,  and  the  whole 
of  the  present;  that  I  was  an  efficient 
^inet  minister  during  part  of  both  pe- 
riods ;  but  that  since  the  time  before  al- 
Inded  to  in  this  debate,  I  have  had  no  con- 
cern or  participation  whatever  in  his  Ma* 
jesty's  oooncils.  Threats  are  thrwrn  out, 
and  enquiries  predicted :  I  heartily  wish 
they  may  be  speedjy ;  1  am  prepared  for 
tiiein,  and  put  their  intended  authors  to 
the  most  utter  defiance.  It  has  been  urged 
i^ainst  me  as  a  crime  to  day  that  I  have 
courted  oopularity.  I  never  did  court  it, 
but  I  always  have  studied  to  deaerve  it. 
Popularity  will  always  fly  the  pursuers ;  she 
BHist  follow.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I 
despise  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  sinoeiely  wish 
Unr  it,  if  not  purchased  at  too  dear  a  price, 
at  tlie  expence  of  my  conscience  and  my 
duty.  If  a  fiuthfttl  dischaige  of  one,  and 
evecnUon  of  the  other,  be  the  means  of 
procuring  it,  I  hope  I  shall  alwi^s  be  a 
''arm  candidste  for  popular  fimie.  I  have 
hitherto,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  acted 
on  that  plan,  and  I  hope  I  shall  persevere 
to  the  end.  I  have  seen  much  of  courts, 
parliaments,  and  cidiinets,  and  have  been 
a  frequent  witness  to  the  means  used  to 
acquire  popularity,  and  the  base  and  mean 
purposes  to  which  that  pomdarity  has  been 
afterwards  employed.  I  have  been  in  ca- 
binets where  the  great  struggle  has  nol 
been  to  advance  the  public  mterests;  not 
by  coalition  and  mutual  assistance  to 
sirenffthen  the  hands  of  government ;  but 
by  cabals,  jealousy,  and  mutual  dutrust, 
to  thwart  each  others'  designs,  and  to  cir- 
cumvent each  other,  in  order  to  obtain 
power  and  pre-eminence.  I  have  been 
no  less  careful  to  observe  the  effiscts  of 


popularity,  where  it  has  been  oooftedaBl 
gamed  fiw  paiticQiar  purposes ;  botwhess 


led  to  its  attainment,  when  the  keepiag  si 
them  becaaw  no  longer  necessary  to  dis 
views  of  sdf-interest  and  ambition.  I  asi 
threatened!  I  dare  the  authors  of.thon 
threats  to  pot  any  one  of  them  m  eiscfr 
tioD.  I  am  ready  to  meet  their  disrfe% 
and  am  pnmared  for  the  event,  cither  ts 
cover  my  adversaiiea  with  shame  and  da- 
grace,  or  in  the  fidl,  risque  the  rcmat 
of  a  lifie  neariy  drawing  to  an  end,  asl 
oooseqoentiy  not  worth  being  veiy  solicit* 


Lofd  LytUUom  rose  n  second  time,  ts 
defend  his  noble  and  learned  friend;  sod 
the  duke  of  Richmond  in  particular,  sod 
one  or  two  other  lords  oo  the  same  lidc^ 
having  dwelt  much  on  the  probable  coait' 
qoence  our  present  civU  aissentioo  ma^ 
have  on  the  conduct  of  France  and  Spai% 
his  lordship  pressed  the  King's  servaau  ts 
decUire  what  steps  they  had  taken  to  bfio^ 
theoe  courts  to  an  explanation  on  tfaa 
subject. 

The  Eari  of  Roehfoni  replied,  thst  hs 
believed  the  noble  lord  had  spoken  ky  is* 
spiration.  He  declared  he  had  no  sort  of 
conversation  with  him  relative  to  the  sd»* 
ject,  whatever  appearance  it  anght  bsio 
of  being  concertea  betweea  them;  baths 
thoi^t  it  extremely  tetunate,  'thst  die 
question  furnished  mm  with  an  opporto* 
nity  of  acquainting  the  House,  tbst  he* 
had  received  a  letter  that  very  day  ftsn 
the  King's  minister  at  Puis,  giving  bm 
tiie  asost  full  and  uoresenFad  assursoosi 
that  the  French  court  would  prsbiNt  A 
commerce  with  tfie  British  cmobmb  ;  aw 
that  should  any  of  the  subjects  of  As 
crown  of  France,  after  aoch  dedarstioi 
on  their  part,  prosume  to  cany  ea  asf 
trade  with  America,  his  roost  €brirttm 
Majesty  meant  to  be  understood,  thst  Ifaey 
were  to  be  deemed  out  of  his  protectMia; 
and  that  the  British  couit  were  9^  li^>2 
to  seiae  the  vessds  and  confisesie  div 
cargoes.  His  lordship  said,  that  ito^ 
possibly  be  objected  to  this  Ae^ai^fl^ 
tliat  we  oaffht  not  to  defend  on  Frca(9 
faith ;  and  £at  probably  f hose  assorsBcef 
were  given  only  with  a  view  ^^^  _l'*'**''l!j 
into  a  fiital  security ;  but  he  said  be  nd 
every  reason  to  believe  France  sioeese,* 
well  by  Che  pacific  covmdls  'which  at  p^ 
sent  prevailed  in  that  countiy,  as  dnon  ffj 
permanent  policy  of  both  Fianee  «•■ 
Spain,  who  were  determined,  ca  their  <||^ 
account,  against  eounteoaodBgy  aMli0K» 
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ff  bringiog  into  precedenjt^  any  measttre 
vliiefa  mignt  operate  as  an  encouragenefit 
Ift  the  ooi^Dies  in  the  new  world,  te  render 
(faeoKdves  independent  of  the  parent 
Hate.  His  lordship  then  referrea  to  a 
fforic  lately  published  in  France,  therein 
itii  expressly  asserted,  that  it  would  be 
bad  policy  in  the  extreme,  for  France  to 
ialerfers  in  the  present  disputes  between 
Graat^Britain  and  her  colonies. 

Tbe  Earl  of  ShMume  returned  to  his 
|taeiil  charges  of  a  fatal  and  ov^r-ruling 
ttflfience*  He  observed,  it  was  very  ex- 
taonMDsry  that  the  Bills  passed  last  ses- 
MBB  «f  pariiament,  respecttnr  America, 
wrediaowBed  'by  the  law  oQoers  of  tl»e 
^aavs;  and  who,  in  the  name  of  God, 
lasld  have  framed  them,  says  his  lordship  ? 
-i>We  cannot,  cannot  suppose  it  was  tne 
■Bister  who  framed  them.  We  are  ai- 
Mit  certiio  that  none  of  the  members  of 
sfainirtnitioB  drew  them  up.  We  know 
Aej  irere  fabricated  by  some  person  con- 
isnaot  in  the  law.  It  is  mpossible  we 
caa  heaitate  a  minute,  therefore,  to  pro« 
aooBce  them  to  be  the  work  of  sorne 
had  wiio  is  unwiHing  to  own  them.  The 
bar  offioers  c^  the  crown  have  disavowed 
*«D.  Who  then  framed  them?  The 
yaUie  saturally  look  at  a  law  lord,  noto- 
liauiy  high  in  favour  in  Uie  cabinet,  with 
Ane  aeatflnents  and  doctrines  they  per- 
fa%  agree.  Is  not  this,  my  lords,  enough 
to  raiie  aaspieions  in  the  most  •  unsuspect- 
hg^nund,  toat  the  King  is  betrayed,  the 
Mian  undone,  and  the  ministiy  rendered 
Mne  €j|;rtiera,  to  give^  a  sanction  to  a 

Sm  of  measures,  which,  sooner .  or 
,aiust  be  the  ruin  of  this  country,  or 
M  kut  af  its  constitotional  liberties  ?  Tiie 
aiUe  and  learned  lord  has  confessed,  that 
I^Hgh  for  some  years  he  has  ceased  to 
*ctio  the  character  of  an  efficient  cabinet 
■Micr,  there  war  a  time  when  it  was 
^nrke;  there  was  a  time  when  he 
iMited  in  his  diaraeter  two  things  in  the 
Bariigh  constitution,  the  most  repogmtnt 
in  their  nature,  that  of  an  acting  cabinet 
"HUMer,  and  a  lord  c^ief  justice  of  Eng- 
■id.  For  my  part,  I  always  imagined, 
^BQstdki^  to  the  Ime  principles  of  this 
^"ittitatHm,  thai  it  was  the  great  per- 
^^^  principle  and  excellence  of  it,  .to 
^  the  judicial  and  executive  powers  as 
''Pinte  Old  distinct  as  possible,  so  as  to 
f>^t  a  man  from  advising  in  one  ca- 
fititjr  what  he  was  to  execute  in  another. 
Ihpe  the  time  will  come  when  those  mat* 
^  win  uodergo  a  full  and  impartial  dis- 
'■^'^j  without  a  persomd allusion  to  any 
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man,  when  wt  shall  be  able  to  point  out, 
with  certainty,  the  real  author  of  tlie  pre- 
sent measures ;  and  be  at  the  same  time 
informed,  where  the  judges  in  Westmin. 
ster-hall  have  kept  within  their  own  pro- 
vince, and  where  they  have  invaded  the 
constitution,  by  substituting  their  own 
prejudioed  and  partial  opinions  for  the  law 
of  the  land.  In  particular,  1  sincerely 
wish,  that  means  may  be  devised  for  leav- 
ing the  members  of  the  cabinet,  at  the 
time  the  duties  imposed  on  Ameriba  were 
laid,  at  liberty  to  aeclare  freely  what  they 
know  of  that  matter,  so  that  the  real  au- 
thors may  be  discovered,  and  the  framers 
of  this  pernicious  fatal  measure,  held  forth 
to  public  detestation.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  has  disclaimed  having  any 
direct  concern  in  the  present  business,  and 
endeavours  to  strengthen  his  bare  assei> 
tion,  by  shewing  what  little  or  no  tempta- 
tion he  could  have  to  interfere.  But  the 
noble  lord  knows,  every  noble  lord  m  this 
House  knows,  a  court  has  many  allure- 
ments ;  besides  even  place  or  emolument. 
His  lordship  denies  any  obligations  or  per- 
sonal favours  whatever.  I  am  ready  to 
give  his  lordship  full  credit  for  this  decla- 
ration ;  but  he  will  permit  me  at  the  same 
time  to  observe,  that  smiles  may  do  a  great 
deal ;  that  rf  he  had  nothing  to  ask  for 
himself,  he  has  had  friends,  relations  and 
dependants  amply  provided  for :  I  will  not 
say  beyond  their  aeserts,  but  this  I  may 
say,  much  beyond  their  most  sanguine 
expectations.  Independent  however  of 
these  considerations,  I  think  the  pride  of 
directing  the  councils  of  a  great  nation,  to 
certain  ^vourite  purposes,  and  according 
to  certain  preconceived  principles,  may 
possibly  effect  great  things,  ana  tempt  to 
great  hazards,  considering  the  frame  and 
temper  of  some  men's  minds. 

Lord  Mansfieid  now  rose,  in  great  pas- 
sion. He  satd,  he  thought  it  had  been 
tlie  leading  characteristic  of  that  assembly, 
wlien  contrasted  with  the  other  House, 
who  too  often  descended  to  altercations 
and  personal  reflections,  to  always  conduct 
themselves  like  gentlemen;  but  he  was 
sorry  to  see  that  rule  departed  from  this 
evening  for  the  first  time.  He  charged 
die  last  noble  lord  with  uttering  the  most 
gross  falshoods.  He  totally  denied  that 
he  had  any  hand  in  framing  all  the  Bills  of 
the  l(ttt  session ;  and  was  certain,  that  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown  never  asserted 
that  they  had  no  hand  in  them ;  but  whe- 
ther they  had  or  had  not,  was  of  no  con- 
sequence to  him,  for  he  was  clear,  the 
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charge,  when  applied  to  him,  was  as  un« 
jiut  as.  it  was  iDalidouslj  and  indecently 
un»d.  / 

The  Earl  of  SKMume  returned  the 
charge  of  falsehood  to  lord  Mansfield  in 
direct  terms ;  he  appealed  to  the  House, 
whether  the  words  ne  had  used,  were  not» 
**  that  if  among  the  Bills  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, there  were  some  disavowed  bj  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown,  it  was  naiaral 
for  the  public  to  look  at  a  law  lord,  noto- 
riously i^gh  in  &Tour  in  the  cabinet,  to 
whose  sentiments  the  princi|4es  of  those 
Bills  appeared  to  be  particularly  adapted, 
and  with  whose  declines  thej  entirely 
agreed  ;*'  which  he  callsj^  on  his  lordship 
to  contradict,  if  he  dareoT 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  animadtrerted, 
in  very  serere  terms,  on  an  expression 
which  fell  in  the  heat  of  debate  from  a 
noble  lord  (Lyttelton).  He  said  no  man 
could  impute  littleness,  lowness,  or  cun- 
nine,  to  any  member  of  that  assembly 
(alluding  to  what  his  lordship  had  pointed 
at  lord  Camden)  for  deliTermg  his  senti- 
ments freely,  unless  he  dre#  the  picture 
from  something  he  felt  within  himself,  as, 
by  illiberally  charging  others  with  low  and 
sinister  designs,  the  charge  could  only  be 
properly  applied  to  the  person  firom  whom 
It  originated.  His  grace  entered  into  a 
full  consideration  of  the  true  purport  of 
what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  lord  in  office 
(lord  Rochford^  relatiye  to  the  present 
language  and  aispaeiUon  of  the  French 
court.  He  said,  the  assurances  now 
quoted,  with  so  much  official  parade,  and 
so  seasonably  brought  under  considera- 
tioi^  without  anv  design,  were,  or  were 
not,  to  be  relied  on:  that  they  were  not 
to  be  entirely  relied  on,  the  noble  lord 
partly  confessed,  bv  insisting,  that  we 
were  prepared  for  toe  worst :  he  should 
be  therefore  glad  to  know  what  those  pre- 
parations consisted  in;  what  proportion 
they  bore  to  the  strenj^  of  those,  who  in 
the  contest  might  possibly  become  our  ad- 
versaries :  ana*  above  all,  he  should  be 
obliged  to  the  noble  lord,  who  presided  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  department,  to  lay 
before  the  House  an  authentic,  precise 
state  of  what  our  naval  force  consisted  in; 
because  he  had  observed,  that  on  a  former 
important  occasion,  we  received  the  most 
full  and  solemn  assurances,  that  our  navy 
was  on  a  very  respectable  footing  at  the 
time  of  the  dispute  about  Falkland's 
Island;  vet  it  was  afterwards  discovered, 
that  we  had  not  a  single  ship  of  war  fit  to 
proceed  to  sea.    His  grace  then  proceeded 
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to  discuss  the  question  at  large,  rdsdvi 
to  our  present  unhi^py  disputes  with 
America,  and  by  the  several  impoitsst 
lights  he  let  in  on  the  subject,  and  the  n* 
riety  of  interesting  facts  he  advert^  to 
and  elucidated,  he  shewed  himself  to  be 
very  fully  and  thoroughly  informed  of  tbi 
conduct  of  the  contending  parties;  of  the 
provocations  given  on  one  side,  and  the 
effects  they  produced  on  the  o^er;  sod, 
above  all,  the  total  ignorance  of'sdmiDii- 
tration,  relative  to  the  temper  and  digpoA. 
tion  of  the  colonies. 

The  Earl  of  Sandvaick^  to  answer  hii 
grace,  apologized  for  rising  at  that  isle 
hour  of  the  night.  He  said,  he  had  eei* 
ployed  himself  in  taking  notes  the  whols 
evening;  and  intended,  bdbce  he  west 
away,  to  have  eased  himself  of  the  bll^ 
then  (an  expression  of  lord  Shdbon^i); 
but  as  the  matter  had  been  ahesdy  m. 
fully  discussed,  he  should  not,  at  so  uoeea* 
sonable  an  hour,  trespass  on  their  loid* 
ships'  patience,  but  solely  confine  his  ndf 
to  the  information  desired  by  the  none 
duke,  relative  to  the  department  over 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  preside,  fls 
said,  when  he  came  to  the  Admiral^ 
board,  the  navy  was  in  the  most  raiosuf 
condition;  so  much,  that  within  theleit 
four  years  there  were  no  less  than  for^ 
line  of  battle  ships  broke  up,  and  eva  ax 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year ;  thst  then 
was  not  six  months  timber  of  any  kind  io 
the  yards,  and  in  some,  he  belieTed,  set 
50^  worth ;  and  that  he  did  not  impals 
the  least  blame  to  the  great  and  gaw 
officer,  the  first  in  the  world  in  his  profe^ 
sion  (sir  Edward  Hawke^  whom  he  hii 
succeeded*  and  who  haa  retired  poidf 
on  account  of  his  age  and  iofinmti* 
His  lordship  next  contrasted  the  pneest 
state  of  the  navy.  He  said,  we  hsd  sec 
nearly  fourscore  ships  of  the  line,  sod^ 
vend  more  building  in  the  Kiii^>  ' 
merchants'  yards,  with  a  nroportio 
number  of  inferior  rates,  all  either 
dean  ships,  or  vessels  newly  built; 
we  had  three  years  seasoned  timber  io 
yards;  that  ail  that  were  not  on 
service,  or  turned  in  guardships,  wcfei 
dock,  where  .they  could  not  meet  ^ 
any  injury;  that  the  guardships  wl 
formerly  were  useless,  m  cases  of 
j^cy,  not  being  fit  for  the  sea,  nor 
iDg  rigging,  or  more  than  a  third  of  < 
complement  of  men,  were  now  ''^^!] 
aniy  service,  at  a  few  days  notioe,^*!||| 
he  instanced  in  the  year  1773,  •'^U 
we  meant  to  send  a  fleet  to  the  ^ 
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amoii  when  ten  men  of  war  of  the  Ibe 
aotaallv  suled  from  Plymoath  within 
Aree  aajt  after  they  received  their  orders. 
He  neit  informed  the  House,  that  there 
mte  twenty  guardships,  three  of  which  of 
llie  line  of  Krattle  were  on  the  American 
astioD ;  that  we  had  squadrons  besides  in 
die  £ttt  and  West  Indies,  the  Leeward 
Ishnds,  and  Mediterranean;  that  after 
raffidently  providinff  for  those  respective 
tenrices,  the  naval  force  for  home  protec- 
tioD  wodd  consist  of  17  men  of  war  of  the 
line,  besides  frigates,  7,900  seamen, 'and 
SODoisrines;  that  after  the  peace  of  Aix 
h  Cbapdie  in  1746,  our  whole  naval  esta* 
biahoieDt  did  not  exceed  that  now  re^ 
Ktred  for  the  channel  alone,  8,000  sea- 
aeo,  indading  marines,  being  onlv  voted; 
and  that  be  would  pledge  himself  to  an- 
nrer  all  the  demands,  and  co-operate  with 
tlie  intentions  of  administration,  with  onlv 
an  aogmentation  of  2,000  men.  He  add- 
ed further  on  the  same  head,  that  we  had 
I  fleet  superior  to  any  that  the  combined 
ftrce  of  France  and  Spain  could  fit  out ; 
tfast  oar  ships  were  ail  dean,  well  pro- 
vided,  rigged,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  sea 
nnafew  (duEiys  notice ;  and  that  we  had  a 
aipply  of  seasoned  timber  in  our  yards 
e^to  three  years  consumption.  That 
this  was  a  force  fully  sufficient  to  defend 
V  against  any  sudden  attack  of  the  com- 
hmed  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  Uieuj^h 
k  vas  well  assured  they  had  no  such  m« 
lantion;  but  if  they  had,  we  were  pre* 
P>i^for  them;  and  that  he  would  now 
pkdge  hiBiself  to  the  House  and  the 
fiMic,  that  with  an  augmentation  of  2,000 
isainen  more,  he  would  supply  govern- 
ment with  such  a  naval  force  as  trould  at 
enee  protect  us  at  home,  and  be  suffidetit 
to  enforce  its  measures  respecting  Avae* 
^  He  begged,  however,  that  the 
Home  wodd  not  understand  that  he  arro- 
if^  soy  peculiar  merit  to  himself  rela- 
tive to  the  present  state  of  the  navy,  com- 
P*^  to  what  it  was  when  he  was  called 
to  Ae  head  of  the  Admirdty,  for  very  lit- 
tie  of  it  fell  to  his  share.  He  had  only 
l^ormed  his  official  duty ;  it  was  to  lord 
"orth,  who  had  been  the  means  of  so  am- 
^  providing  for  it  in  the  House ;  and  to 
ha  lordship,  therefore,  almost  the  sole 
■wit  was  Que.  that  our  navy  was  now  put 
»«o  respectable  a  footing. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  controverted 
•veial  of  the  positions  laid  down  by  the 
^^  earl,  both  respecting  the  disposition 
«  Ae  French  and  Spaniards,  and  the  force 
^tacient  to  resist  thcm^  should  they  make 


any  attempt  on  these  kingdonas,  or  sive 
an  occasion  for  a  rupture  by  their  conduct 
in  )he  American'  seas.  He  again  con> 
mented  very  abl  jr  on  the  answer  given  by 
the  Firench  minister.  What  does  this 
answer  import,  says  his  ffraee,  supposing 
it  to  be  literally  kept  on  Uieir  part  ?  Thai 
if  you  detect  any  of  their  ships  trading 
wiUi  our  American  subjects,  we  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  seize  them,  and  confiscate 
their  cargoes.  Does  the  noble  earl  pre- 
tend to  interpret  this  explanation  generallv 
so  as  to  authorize  our  taking  their  vessdis 
at  sea  ?  If  he  does  not,  what  can  such  a 
vague  deluding  promise  avail  ?  If  he  does, 
then  I  will  venture  to  assure  his  lordship, 
that  he  is  miserably  deceived ;  and  that 
the  first  attempt  to  prevent  French  or 
Spanish  ships  from  navigating  the  Ameri- 
can seas,  for  pretences  will  never  be  v^ant- 
ing  on  such  occasions,  will  furnish  them 
with  an  opportunitv  of  asserting  their  ma^ 
ritime  freedom,  of  making  reprisals,  and 
of  justifying  their  conduct  to  Uie  other 
great  states  of  Euiope,  who  are  loiown  to 
be  long  jealous  of  what  they  are  pleased 
to  call  our  despotic  chum  to  the  soveretgntj 
of  the  ocean.  The  noble  earl  gives  us  a 
melancholy  account  of  ^  the  deplorable, 
rumous  state  of  our  navy,  at  the  time  he 
came  to  preside  ov«r  our  naval  concerns. 
He  says  our  ships  were  rotten,  and  our 
guardships  useless.  I  would  be  glad  to 
know  from  his  lordship,  what  have  been 
the  means  employed  to  work  this  miracu* 
lous  change.  He  speaks  of  so  many  ships 
of  the  line  proceeding  to  sea  in  three  days ; 
and  of  captain  Harrington's  sreat  merit  in 
that  business.  No  lora  in  this  House  has 
a  higher  opinion  of  thf|t  gentleman's  merit 
as  an  officer,  than  I  have.  I  remember 
well  the  time  the  royal  naval  review  was 
at  Portsmouth,  that  able  officer  had  his 
ship  some  hours  ready  to  proceed  to  sea, 
before  the  division  under  the  command  of 
a  noble  lord  in  this  House  (lord  Edff- 
cumbe).  The  noble  earl  dwelt  greatly 
on  the  manner  our  guardships  are  manned 
and  provided ;  yet  I  well  recollect,  that  in 
the  royal  presence,  when  we  may  presume 
every  nerve  would  have  been  strained,  the 
Plymouth  division  took  above  three  hours 
in  weighing.  The  apology  then  made  was, 
that  the  ships  had  not  more  than  hialf  their 
complement  of  men;  and  I  can  affirm tliat 
capt.  Darrington's  ship  was  the  only  one 
which  seemed  to  answer  the  anxious  ex- 
pectations of  the  spectator. 

The  Earl  of  Sandmch  replied  humor- 
ously, in  the  words  of  the  old  ballad  of 
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Chery  Chaie,  written,  at  he  said,  b  the 
time  of  Henry  4.  **  1  troft  we  have  many 
aa  good  as  he.''  He  insifted,  without  any 
diaparageraent  to  the  honourable  captain, 
there  were  ieveral  as  able  officers  in  tke 
navy  as  he ;  that  wind  and  tide,  and  a  va* 
riety  of  circumstances  attendant  on  them, 
were  not  to  be  commanded.  He  assured 
die  noble  duke,  let  the  consequences,  he 
what  they  might,  they  would  not  wait  for 
the  French, shifM  being  in  port,  or  e^en  in 
with  the  land ;  but  would  seize  them  with- 
out ceremony  in  the  first  instance;  and 
trust  to  the  event,  be  it  what  it  mi^t; 
administration  being  determined  to  abide, 
if  necessary,  to  enforce  the  true  terms  of 
the  explanation,  in  the  sense  only  it  was 
desirecr  and  given.  As  to  the  other  part 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  navy,  ana  his 
reasons  for  pronouncing  with  so  much 
confidence  concerning  it,  he  told  the  noble 
duke,  that  the  case  was  now  entirely  dif« 
ferent  from  what  it  was  in  1770 ;  for  that 
towards  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war, 
when  di^  public  exigencies  called  for  a 
powerful  fleet,  they  were  obliged  to  make 
use  of  green  timber,  of  any  kind  of  timber, 
in  the  construction  of  our  ships  of  war ; 
that  those  ships  rotted  at  the  end  of  five  or 
six  years ;  whereas  these  built  lately  would 
stand  thirt  V,  as  they  were  built  of  seasoned 
timber,  of  which  we  had  a  large  diree 
years  stock ;  and  that  besides  we  made  use 
of  another  precaution,  which  was  still  sea> 
toning  the  timber  while  the  ship  was  build- 
ing, by  giving  orders  that  no  man  of  war 
should  be  hastily  built,  or  launched  in  less 
than  tiiree  years  after  she  was  put  upon 
the  stocks. 

The  Bishop  €i  Feterborougk  (Dr.  John 
Hinchdiffe).  Throughout  the  whole  of 
this  day's  debate,  awl  indeed  on  every 
question  relative  to  America,  it  has  been 
to  me  of  very  serious  concern,  to  see  so 
much  of  your  lordships'  time  taken  up  in 
mutual  charges  and  recriminations.  It  is 
but  too  evident,  that  a  complicated  variety 
of  very  untoward  circumstances  have 
combined  to  bring  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  into  so  great  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment, that  to  extricate  them  requires 
idl  your  lordships'  temper  as  well  as  wisdom. 
Yet  while  we  have  heard,  on  the  one  hand, 
lords,  eminent  for  their  abilities  and  expe- 
rience, assert,  that  the  constitution  is  vio- 
lated, and  the  sacred  rights  of  our  fellow 
subjects  encroached  upon  by  principles 
of  arbitrary  power,  till  resistance  itself  is 
thought  justifiable;  we  are  assured,  on  the 
other,  by  authority  no  less  respectable, 


that  opahmce  and  aecarity  have  b^got  a 
desire  of  independenee  in  our  cdloniei;' 
that  ft  s|^rit  o£  discontent  and  disaffiediov 
is  gone  forth,  which  has  been  unhapidy 
increased  by  the  arts  and  encooragenenc 
of  some  men  liere  at  home,  under  the  iiK 
fluence  of  like  paasiens,  tiU  America  is 
become  iomatient  of  all  legal  re8tramt,aDd 
detenmned  to  break  through  everv  tie 
which  has  hitherto  connected  her  wim  die 
mother  coontry. 

1  rise,  not  to  trouble  your  lorddiips  si 
an  advocate  for  either  extreme  of  opinieiv 
but  profess  that,  above  all  things,  I  widK 
for  recoodliadoii  iqpon  the  very  eaaetf 
terms  that,  consistently  with  the  juit  aa« 
thority  and  pre-eminence  of  this  cooatry, 
can  be  admitted  as  a  gitrand  of  re-uaioB. 
Yet  aensible  as  I  am  that  it  is  my  dutf, 
nor  is  it  less  my  indinatipn,  to  promols 
peace,  yet  cannot  I,  ferfeartiiatouroosi^ 
merciaf  concerns  should  auffisr  atemponiy 
interruption,  wish  to  see  the  honour  sm 
lasting  prosperity  of  thiscounixy  sacrifioei 
to  its  temporanr  interests.  For,  wsfins 
all  discuasioQ  ot  that  great  oonstitutioml 
question,  whether  ox  not  the  legislsdTe 
supremacy  implies  or  not  the  right  tod 
power  of  taxation,  there  is  to  ray  uoder* 
standing  a  very  evident  distinction  betweea 
an  internal  general  tax,  and  a  port  du^r» 
upon  any  article  oi  trade,  whicn  the  idb- 
ject  is  at  18>erty  to  purchase  or  not,  as  b6 
thinks  proper. 

I  am  a^rare,  tliat  the  advocates  for  die 
total  inde|pendence  of  America  have  eo- 
deavoured  to  prove,  that  a  duty  so  tsM 
is  illegal  and  oppressive  as  any  other  tax. 
whatever ;  but  to  have  made  it  so,  psrlia- 
ment  must  have  done  by  the  tea  in  Ame" 
rica,  what  is  done  in  France  by  die  ssiti 
have  obliged  every  fimiily  to  have  bonglit, 
not  as  much  as  they  were  willing,  but  ai 
much  as  it  was  thought  they  were  able  te 
consume. 

That  there  is  a  power  in  thtt  coantiyto 
regulate  the  trade  throughout  all  the  porti 
of  the  whole  British  empire,  is  what,  I  be- 
lieve, hardly  one  of  your  lordships  wfll 
contest.  It  would  be  of  use,  thererore,  ia 
shortening  this  debate,  to  recollect,  that  il 
was  for  the  tumultuous  resistance  to  tiuf 
acknowledged  right  of  the  legislature,  that 
the  port  of  B6ston  was  shut  up.  I  am  free 
to  own,  that  there  may  be  an  oppressire 
exercise  of  even  an  acknowledged  right; 
but  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  bring  the 
duty  upon  tea  under  that  description.  The 
noble  lord  (Camden)  before  me  acknof^* 
ledges,  that  ne  made  no  objection  to  it  at 


ttS]      i^Mthe  DuhniaMtt  m  Nartk  America.  A.  D.  1116, 


[290 


the  times  it  was  laid,  though  he  was  then 
b  Che  h^hest  department  of  the  law,  with 
ID  moch  credit  to  himself  and  sadslaction 
to  the  pablic ;  he  will  allow^  therefore, 
thit  there  was  no  fippearance  of  illegality 
k  its  origin ;  it  was  also  moderate  in  its 
aerciie ;  it  affected  not  a  necessary  of  life» 
and  left  the  American  consumer  of  a  fo- 
rqgA  laxuiy  in  a  much  better  situation 
than  SDj  subject  in  Great  Britain.  But 
admitting  that  the  people  of  Boston,  either 
from  their  own  notions  of  the  matter,  or 
froBi  prejudices  instilled  into  them,  thought 
the  duty  upon  tea  an  oppression,  it  surely 
vai  iDcumbent  on  them  to  have  presented 
a  memorial  or  petition  to  parliament;  not 
to  hare  inyaded  private  property  with  vio- 
lence, Dor  to  have  treated  the  sovereign 
legiiiature  of  Great  Britain  with  insolence 
and  contempt*  Reparation  ought  long  ago 
to  hare  been  made  for  these  offences ;  and 
itii  in  order  to  obtain  it  that  1  understand 
adainktration  think  themselves  under  a 
Beoesaity  of  adopting  coercive  measures, 
aithe  ODly  means  to  bring  about  a  lasting 
anioo. 

At  a  learned  lord,  f  Camden)  in  the 
ttnne  of  this  debate,  nas  taken  occasion 
toceosare  the  two  Acts  which  passed  in 
the  last  aeasion,  after  the  Boston  Port  Bill ; 
I  vtQbeg  your  lordships*  indulgence  while 
I  say  a  few  words  to  each  of  them.  First, 
M  to  the  Bill^  for  the  impartial  administra- 
tion of  ioatice  in  Massachusetts  Bay :  was 
I  to  uke  my  idea  of  this  Bill  from  what 
hasfUJeD  from  the  learned  lord^  **  that  by 
cra)>tiiig  it  with  the  statute  of  Henry  the 
c^th,  it  gave  a  full  power  to  bring  the 
Americans  over  he^e  to  butcher  them  in 
Ihe  Kiog's-bench,''  I  should  conclude 
<hat  it  was  a  Bill  empowering  administra- 
|vn  to  tear  any  obnoxious  person  from 
ywife  and  family,  and  carry  him  to  a 
m^  judicature  to  answer  for  crim^ 
*^  to  be  committed  in  his  own  country ; 
whereas,  in  truth,  it  is  a  Bill  of  mercy,  as 
*^  tt  of  justice,  giving  security  toper- 
<Ms  acting  under  legal  powers,  that  diey 
M  not,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 
ha  sohjeet  to  the  resentment  of  a  factious 
ttd  deluded  populace,  who  neither  ac- 
wled^e  the  laws,  nor  the  authority  of 
"^Bugiitrate;  besides  the  Bill  is  tempo- 
^^  >nd  respects  only  the  present  tumul- 
•••»  state  of  the  province. 

As  to  the  other  Bill  for  altering  the 
^^■fter  of  Massacbuset's  Bay,  which  the 
|ttDe  learned  lord  represents  as  an  exor- 
WJnt  abuse  of  parliamentary  power,  I 
«ui  only  say,  that  an  altctratian,  full  as 

[VOL,  XVIII.  ] 


material,  in  that  very  charter,  was  madtf 
by  king  Wiltiam  immediately  after  the 
Revolution.  ShaU  it  then  be  said,  in  this 
House;  that  it  is  an  abuse  of  power  for  the 
'  present  Kine,  sitting  in  his  parliament,  to 
do  an  act  similar .  to  what  king  WilKam, 
that  great  restorer  of  British  freedom,  did 
by  the  advice  of  his  council  only;  though 
that  council  was  composed  of  men  that 
loved  liberty  as  well,  and  hazarded  as 
much  in  th)s  preservation  of  it,  as  any  ser 
of  patriots  before  or  since. 

As  to  the  papers  upon  your  lordships' 
table,  it  appears  from  them  to  be  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  all  those  who>  either  from 
their  omce,  or  their  situation,  are  capable 
of  judging  wkat  will  be  the  probable  ef- 
fect of  it,  that  a  steady  perseverance  to 
support  the  rights  of  the  lej^lature  will, 
in  tne  end,  bnng  the  Americans  to  a  jost 
sense  of  their  duty  and  their  interest.  It 
will  then  be  time  for  tenderness  and 
forgiveness.  May  I  not  add,  it  will 
then  be  time  for  indulgence  even  to  po- 
pular prejudices,  and  that  idea  they  are 
so  fona  ot,  the  right  of  taxing  themselves. 
But  was  Great  Britain  tamely  to  submit 
to  the  indignities  that  have  been  put  upon 
her,  her  condescension  would  defeat  its 
very  purpose,  and  be  treated  as  a  meanness 
and  timidity.  It  might,  indeed,  procure 
peace ;  but  it  would  be  onlv  drawing  ashes 
over  the  embers,  that  would  still  be  burn* 
inff  underneath,  or,  like  the  act  of  an  unskil- 
fulsurgeon,  who  heals  the  wound  outward* 
ly,  while  it  is  still  left  festering  within. 

I  shall,  therefore,  give  my  vote  for  this 
Address ;  not  because  I  love  coercive  mea- 
sures, though  to  a  certain  degree,  the^ 
may  become  necessary.  I  approve  of  it 
rather,  because  it  takes  the  middle  way  so 
much  recommended  by  the  noble  and 
kAmed  lord;  for  the  steadiness  is  the 
means,  yet  reconciliation  is  avowedly  the 
end  proposed.  Reconciliation  isVhat  I 
shall  never  lose  sight  of;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that,  could  your  lordships  be  in- 
duced to  join  unaninwusly  in  this  Address^ 
it  would  speedily  bring  about  what  all  yowr 
lordships  are  desirous  of,  the  peace,  har- 
mony, and  lasting  prosperity  of  the  British 
empire. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that 
he  thought  it  was  extremely  improper  for 
the  right  reverend  bench  to  take  any  part 
on  the  present  occasion,  or  to  be  at  all  ac- 
cessary to  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of 
their  fellow^creatures  and  fellow-subjects. 
It  would  be  much  fitter,  if  they  interfered 
at  aU,  to  act  as  mediators^  than  as  pecse* 
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oaton ;  more  oonflisteiil  wkh  ^e  princi{^ 
they  professed  to  teadi ;  but  much  more 
partictdarly  suited  to  the  sacred  functions 
they  were  called  to  discharge*  He  «aid, 
that  by  the  specimen  now  given,  he  should 
not  be  surprised  to  see  uie  lawn  sleeves 
Upon  those  bendies  stained  with  the  blood^ 
of  their  innocent  and  oppress^  eountrf" 
men  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  animadYerted 
with  great  energy  on  the  very  indecent 
and  unpreeedented  attack  made  by  a  noble 
lord  early  in  the  debate  (lord  Lyttelton) 
on  all  those  who  happened  io  differ  with 
bu!b.  He  said  it  was  a  pretty  method  of 
convincing  an  adversary,  to.  tell  him  that 
bb  opposition  td  measures  was  founded  in 
the  wont  motives ;  and  that  M  who  enter- 
tained contrary  sentiments  to  his  own, 
were  weak  and  wicked  counsellora.  Such 
language  had  been  alwavs  discounte- 
nance^ and  he  hoped  would  always  meet 
with  the  strongest  marks  of  discoun^^- 
ment  and  disapprobation  m  that  House,  as 
it  would  otherwise  banish  all  sober  delibe- 
l^tion  and  free  discussion  from  within 
those  walls ;  and  introduce  in  their  stead 
the  most  improper  personalities  and  dis- 
graceful altercations. 

Lord  Lutteliott  endeavoured  to  excul- 
pate himself  from  the  charges  of  the  two 
noble  dukes.  He  said,  any  thing  severe 
he  might  have  dropped  respecting  a  noble 
and  learned  lord  on*  the  other  side,  was  only 
upon  certain  suppositions.  He  had  not, 
however,  changed  his  opinion  relativeto  the 
true  interpretation  of  treason ;  nor  could  he 
brin^  himself  to  subscribe  to  his  lordship's 
definition  of  it ;  as  the  more  he  thought  on 
the  subject,  or  heard  it  argued,  the  fuller 
he  was  satisfied  that  America  was  in  rebd- 
lion.  He  said,  he  had  a  very  high  autho- 
aty  to  support  him  (lord  chief  justice 
Foster)  and  a  real  friend  to  liberty,  who 
enumerates  several  species  of  treason,  be- 
sides those  expressly  defined  bv  the  statute 
of  the  ^th  or  Bdward  S,  and  lays  it  down 
as  law,  though  a  consultation  to  levy  war, 
in  which  the  person  of  the  king  is  not 
wauaat  to  be  ii^ured,  nu^  ^pear  not  to 
be  treason,  within  the  statute  of  Edward  S, 
yet  that  an  overt  act  of  one  species  of 
treason  may  be  good  evidence  to  prove  an 
intention  to  commit  the  other. 

Lord  Manffieid  assured  the  House,  that 
he  had  not  pven  die  least  intimation  to 
the  noble  lord  of  what  he  now  urged ; 
but  that  it  was  neverthdess  the  generd 
doctrine  laid  down  by  those  who  had 
written  on  the  subject.    Ha  trai  person- 


ally acquainted  widi  die  great  hw  aatkiH 
rity  now  quoted,  who  assured  hbn,  he  wis 
present  in  court  at  the  trial  of  the  oflfenden* 
m  queen  Anne's  time,  who  puUedd^vm 
the  Meeting-Houses,  and  that  Holt,  chief 
justice,  and  the  rest  of  the  court  sgreed, 
that  evidence  of  an  overt  act  of  onespedei 
of  treason  was  sufficient  proofofanofert 
act  of  another  iq>ecies  of  treason. 

Ijord  Camden  still  retained  his  fooner 
sentiments ;  he  entered  into  a  warm  eob* 
gium  on  the  learned  judge  alluded  to :  in- 
sisted the  doctrine  now  imputed  to  bin 
was  not  his;  offered  to  meet  the  nobk 
and  learned  lord  on  the  other  side  m 
that  ground ;  and  remarked,  that  the  ia* 
tended  object  of  the  language  held  this 
day,  was  to  bring  the  unhappy  Americani 
to  England  to  be  tried,  under  the  Act  of 
Henry  8,  and  have  them  butchered  ia  ths 
King's-bench.  Early  ;in  the  debate,  loid 
Mansfield  havmg  said,  that  the  oMDisteii 
of  the  Church  of  England  were  penecnted 
by  the  fanatics  of  Bwton,  and  other  psiti 
m  New  England,  lord  Camden  reprdiend- 
ed  him  very  severely,  for  using  sudi  ia* 
flammatory  language.  * 

The  Earl  of  Dartrnmith  closed  the  d^ 
bate.  He  said,  that  he  approved  of  the 
measure ;  that  America  would  be  tendeify 
and  gentlv  breated,  if  they  would  retm 
to  their  obedience;  that  ha  was  diteoted 
by  his  own  judgment,  not  by  lord  Mam* 
field's ;  and  that  he  believed  lord  Msbi* 
field  was  totally  unconnected  with  the 
present  administration. 

The  above  debate  lasted  till  forty  mi' 
notes  past  one  o'clock  in  the  monung; 
when  the  previous  <]|uestion  was  put,  wm- 
ther  the  main  question  shall  be  now  pot? 
Cmitents  90,  Proxies  14— 1(H;  Not  Cm* 
tenU  29.    It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatireb 

Proteit  against  the  Refusal  to  receht 
the  Petitions  of  the  North  American  Met* 
chanU*2    The  following  Protest  wasthere- 
upon  entered : 
«<  Dissentient' 

<<  1st,  The  previous  question  was  moved^ 
not  to  prevent  the  proceeding  in  the  Ad- 
dress communicated  at  the  conferenee 
with  the  Commons,  but  in  order  to  pM* 
sent  the  Petition  of  the  North  Amenott 
merchants,  and  of  the  West  India  met* 
chants  and  planters,  which  petitions  ths 
House  might  reject  if  frivolous,  or^* 
pone  if  not  urgent,  as  it  might  seem  it  to 
their  wisdom ;  but  to  hurry  on  the  bva* 
ness  to  which  these  petitions  so  materiii^ 
and  directly  related,  the  expxem  pnjrer  a 
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wUA  WM,  tlut  tkrf  might  be  heard  be* 
fare  **  any  xetolutioii  may  be  taken  by 
lUi  rj^r  hoiumnble  Houae  respecting 
ADKrica  f*  to  refbae  so  much  m  to  suffer 
tell  to  be  preaeated,  ia  a  proceedhig  of 
Ike  matt  wiirananttble  naturey  and  di- 
laodj  sabveraive  of  the  naoat  aaerod  righta 
of  the  nibject :  H  ia  the  more  ]particttlar}y 
aioeptionaUe,  aa  a  lord  in  hia  plaee,  at 
Ike  express  desire  of  the  Weat  India  mar- 
cbnlBi  informed  the  Houae,  that,  if  ne- 
tMitated  ao  to  do,  they  were  ready,  with- 
ait  eoanael  or  fluther  prepaiationy  in- 
aHod^to  oAr  evidence  to  prove  that  ae- 
feial  nlanda  of  the  Weat  Indiea  could  not 
be  able  to  aubaiat,  after  the  operation  of 
tke  proposed  ad^resa  in  America.  Joa- 
tioe  with  recard  to  individoalay  policy  witii 
regard  to  the  puUic,  and  decorum  with 
f^aid  to  ouradvea,  required  that  we 
dioiibl  admit  thia  Petition  to  be  preaented* 
By  vefeeingity  jnatioe  ia  denied. 

**  Sdlv,  Becauae  the  papera  laid  upon 
ear  taUe  by  rainistera  are  ao  maniftmy 
defective^  and  ao  avowedty  curtailed,  that 
«e  can  derive  from  them  nothing  like  in- 
fonnatkm  of  the  true  atate  of  &e  object 
M  which  we  are  going  to  act,  or  of  the 
tooieqnencea  of  the  reaolutions  whidi  we 
savtake.    We  ought  (aa  we  conceive) 
m  gkabess  to  have  accepted  U»t  infor- 
natioa  from  the  merchants  wfaidi,  if  it 
bad  not  been  voluntarily  offered,  it  waa 
ear  datj  to  seek.    There  is  no  informa- 
<ien  concerning  the  state  of  our  colonies 
(taken  in  any  point  of  view),  which  the 
Mchants  are  not  &r  more  competent  to 
ffve  than  flovemors  or  oflicera,  mio  often 
now  far  Teas  of  the  temper  and  disposi- 
&D  of  the  people,  or  may  be  more  dis- 
ftKd  to  misrepresent  it  than  the  mer- 
dnots.   Of  thia  we  have  a  full  and  roe- 
hndioly  experience  in  the  mistaken  ideas 
aivtich  the  fatal  (cts  of  the  last  pariia- 
■ant  were  formed. 

,  **  9dl^,  Because  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
IS  entenog  into  a  war  in  which  mischief 
iad  inconvenience  are  great  and  certain 
(but  the  utmost  extent  of  which  it  is  im- 
F<|>nble  to  foresee),  true  policy  requires 
w  those  who  are  most  likely  to  be  im- 
mediately alfected,  should  be  thorouehly 
mtiified  ci  the  deliberation  vrith  which  it 
M  undertaken ;  and  we  apprehend  that 
^planteta,  merchanta,  ana  manufactu- 
*ns  win  not  bear  their  loasea  and  bur- 
vaag,  brought  on  them  by  the  propoaed 
M  war,  the  better,  for  our  refuamg  so 
*^  as  to  hear  th^  previous  to  our  en<< 
ffPV  ia  that  war;  nor  will  our  predpi- 


station  m  resolving,  add  much  to  the  suc- 
cess in  executmg  any  plan  that  may  be 
pursued. 

**  We  protest  tberafora  againat  the  re- 

faaal  to  aufier  auch  peiitiona  to  be  pre- 

aented,  and  we  thus  clear  ourselves  to  oar 

country  of  the  disgrace  and  mischief  which 

must  attend  l^ts  unconstitutional,  indecent, 

and  improvident  proceeding*-*— ^  Signed  J 

Ricfaaaond,  Camden,   Torriiwton, 

Archer,  Stanhope,  Cholmon&ey, 

Rockinghani,  Wyoombe,  Craven, 

Courtmiay,  Abingdon,  Effingham, 

Ponsonby,  FitzwilTiara,Scarbrough, 

Abergavenny,  Portland,  Tanker- 

viUe." 


PrtteH  agmnti  the  AMreu  to  the  King 
wBon  the  Duturhances  in  Norih  America*] 
Then  the  main  question  was  put,  **  Whe- 
ther to  asree  with  the  Commons  in  the 
said   Adcfress,   by  inserting  the  words, 
*  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  V  "  It 
waa  readved  in  the  affirmative. 
**  Diaseatient' 
*<  Ist,  Becauae  the  violent  matter  of  tins 
dangerous  Addresa  waa  highly  aggravated 
b^  the  violent  manner  in  which  it  was  pre- 
cipitately hurried    through   the    Houae, 
lords  were  not  idlowed  the  interposition  of 
a  moment^s  time  lor  deliberation  before 
they  were  driven  headlonff  into  a  declara- 
tion of  civU  war.    A  comerenee  waa  held 
with  the  Gommons;  an  addreas  of  thia 
importance  presented;  all  extraneous  in* 
formation,  although  offered,  positively  re- 
fused; all  petitions  arbitrarily  rejected; 
and  the  whole  of  this  most  awful  businesa 
received,   debated,  and  concluded  in  a 
single  day, 

**  2dly,  Because  no  legal  grounds  were 
laid  in  argument  or  in  fact  to  show  that  a 
rebellion,  properly  so  called,  did  exist  ih 
Massachusetts  Bay,  when  the  papers  of 
the  latest  date,  and  faom  whence  alone  we 
derive   our    information,    were   written. 
The  overt-acts  to  which  die  species  of 
treason,  affirmed  in  the  Addresa,  ought  to 
be  api^ied,  were  not  established,  nor  any 
offenders  marked  out.    But  a  general  mass 
of  the  acta  of  turbulence,  said  to  be  done 
at  various  times  and  places,  and  of  various 
naturea,  were  all  thrown  together  to  make 
out   one    general   conatructive   treason* 
Neither  waa  there  any  aort  of  proof  of  the 
continuance  of  any  unlawful  force  from 
whence  we  could  infer  that  a  rebellion 
doea  now  exist.^  And  we  are  the  more 
cautious  of  pronoundog  any  part  of  hia 
Majeaty'a  dominiona  to  be  in  actual  re- 
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bdlioDy  becaute  the  cases  of  oonstractive 
treason  uoder  that  branch  of  the  25th  of 
Edward  the  3rd,  which  describes  Uie  crime 
4if  rebellion,  have  been  already  so  far  ex- 
tended by  the  judges,  and  the  distinctions 
thereupon  so  nice  and  subtle,  that  no  pru- 
dent man  ou^ht  to  declare  any  single  per- 
son in  that  situation,  without  the  clearest 
evidence  of  uncontrovertible  overt  acts,  to 
warrant  such  a  declaratien.  Much  less 
ought  wo  high  an  authority  as  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  to  denounce  so  severe  a 
judgment  against  a  considerable  part  of 
lis  Majesty's  subjects,  by  which  his  forces 
may  think  themselves  justified  in  com- 
mencing a  war,  without  any  further  order 
or  commission. 

^*  Sdly,  Because  we  think  that  se^ral 
acts  of  the  last  parliament,  and  several  late 
proceedings  of  administration,  with  regard 
to  the  colonies,  are  real  grievances,  and 
just  causes  of  complaint ;  and  we  cannot, 
in  honour  or  in  conscience,  consent  to  an 
address  which  commends  the  temper  by 
which  proceedings  so  very  intemperate 
have  been  carried  on ;  nor  can  we  per- 
suade ourselves  to  authorize  violent  courses 
against  persons  in  the  colonies,  who  have 
resisted  authority,  without  at  the  same 
timej*edressing  the  grievances  which  have 
given  but  too  much  provocation  for  their 
behavioun 

*^  4thly,  Because  we  think  the  loose  and 
general  assurances  given  by  the  Address, 
^  of  future  redress  of  grievances,  in  case  of 
submission,  is  far  from  satisfactory,  or  at 
all  likely  to  j^roduce  their  end ;  whilst  the 
Acts  complained  of,  continue  unrepealed, 
or  unamended ;  and  their  authors  remain 
in  authority  here,  because  these  advisers 
of  all  the  measures  which  have  brought  on 
the  calamities  of  tliis  empire,  will  not  be 
trusted  while  they  defend,  as  just,  neces- 
sary^, and  even  indulgent,  sJl  the  Acts  com- 
plained of  as  grievances,  by  the  Ameri- 
cans; and  must  therefore,  on  their  own 
principles,  be  bound  in  future  to  govern 
the  colonies  in  the  manner  which  has 
already  produced  such  fatal  effects ;  and. 
we  fear  that  the  refusal  of  this  House,  so 
much  as  to  receive  previous  to  determina- 
tion (which  is  the  most  offensive  mode  of 
rejection)  petitions  from  the  unoffending 
natives  of  Great  Britain  and  the  West 
India  islands,  affords  us  but  a  very  dis- 
couraging prospect  of  our  obtaining  here- 
after any  petitions  at  all;  from  those  whom 
we  have  declared  actors  in  rebellion,  or 
abettors  of  that  crime. 
^'Lastly,  Because  the  means  of  en- 


forcing the  authority  of  l^e  British  kgii- 
lature,  is  confined  to  persons,  of  whos 
capacity,  for  that  purpose,  from  abuDdsit 
experience,  we  have  reason  to  doubt;  snd 
who  having  hitherto  used  no  effectual 
means  of  conciliating  or  of  reducing  those 
who  oppose  that  authoritv :  this  appesB 
in  the  constant  failure  of  aU  their  projecti^ 
the  insufficiency  of  all  their  informstioo, 
and  the  disappointment  of  all  the  hopei, 
which  they  have  for  several  years  held  out 
to  the  pid>lia  Parliament  has  never  re- 
fused any  of  their  proposals,  and  yet  ow 
affiurs  .have  proceeded  daily  from  had  ts 
worse,  until  we  have  been  brought,  stea 
by  step,  to  that  state  of  confusion,  sol 
even  civil  violence,  which  was  the  oatond 
result  of  these  desperate  measures. 

<<  We  therefore  protest  against  an  Adp 
dress  amounting  to  a  declaration  of  wa^ 
which  is  foundeil  on  no  proper  parllameD- 
tary  information ;  which  was  introdilcedb^ 
refusing  to  suffer  the  presentation  of  peu- 
tions  against  it,  (although  it  be  tbeusp 
doubted  risht  of  tne  subject  to  present  tbs 
same;)   wnich  followed  the  rejection  of 
every  mode  of  conciliation ;  which  holdi 
out    no  substantial  offer    of  redietf  of 
grievances;  and  which  promises  support 
to   those  ministers  who    have   ioflamed 
America,  and  grossly  misconducted  ths 
affiurs  of  Great  Britain...  ■    -( Signed)- — ^ 
Richmond,  Craven,  Archer,  Aber- 
gavenny, Rockingham,  Wycombe 
Courteoay,  Torrington,  FonsoDbyt 
Cholmondeley,    Abingdon,  Portp 
land,   Camden,  Effingham,  Stao- 
hope,    Scarborough,    Fitzwilliaai» 
Tankerville," 

List  <^  the  Minority  ^ho  divided  upw  i^ 
previous  Question- 


Dukes. 

Cumberland 

RicbmoDcl 

Devonshire 

Portland 

Manchester. 

Marquis. 
Rockingbam. 

Eauls. 
Abingdon 
Besborougb 
Cholmoodeley 
Coventry 
Effingham  - 
Fitzwilliam    • 
Scarborough 
Shelburne . 
Spencer 


Stamford 

Strafford 

-Tankerville. 

Viscounts. 
Courtenay 
Torrington. 

Lords. 
Abergaveoay 
Archer 
Beaulieu 
Camden 
Craven 
Fortescac 
Ktug 
Sondes. 

BISHOP; 
Exeter 
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The  Jcmi  Address  cf  both  Homes  to 
Ai  King  em  the  Disturkmcee  in  North 
Amenca,2  The  Joint  Address  was  m 
£dBowi: 

**  Most  Chracioiu  Sovereign ; 

<*  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  Bid>ject8»  Uie  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
ponlt  and  Commons,  in  parliament  as- 
KmUed,  return  your  Majesty  our  most 
bnable  thanks,  for  having  been  graciously 
pksied  to  conunuoicate  to  us  the  several 
pnen  relating  to  the  present  state  of  the 
Bndsh  cdoQiea  in  America,  which,  by 
voor  Majesty's  commands,  have  been  laid 
before  us :  We  have  taken  them  into  our 
auit  serious  consideration  ;  and  we  find, 
thtt  a  part  of  your  Majesty^s  subjects  in 
Ibe  profince  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
hue  proceeded  so  far  to  resist  the  autho- 

am  the  supreme  legislature,  that  a  re- 
OQ  at  this  time  actually  exists  within 
die  aid  province ;  and  we  see,  with  the 
stnoit  concern,  that  they  have  been  coun- 
teosDced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements,  entered 
into  by  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  several 
oftbeoUier  c<^onies,  to  the  injury  and  op- 
prenon  of  many  of  their  innocent  fellow- 
lobjeets  resident  within  the  kingdom  of 
Gratt  Britain,  and  the  rest  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  :  this  conduct  on  their 
psrt  appears  to  us  the  more  inexcusable, 
wben  we  consider  with  how  much  temper 
fsor  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
fomeat  have  acted  in  support  of  the  laws 
ind  coDstttution  of  Great  Britaiu.  We 
cm  never  so  far  desert  the  trust  reposed 
in  08  as  to  relinquish  any  part  of  the  sove- 
xeigp authority  overall  your  Majesty's  do- 
DinioBi,  whidi  by  law  is  vested  in  your 
Majestyand  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament; 
and  the  conduct  of  many  persons  in  several 
of  the  colonies  during  the  late  disturbances 
it  alone  sufficient  to  convince  us  how  ne- 
cesary  this  power  is  for  the  protection  of 
^  lives  and  fortunes  of  all  your  Majesty's 
subjects. 

'*  We  ever  have  been,  and  always  shall 
be,  ready  to  pay  attention  4md  regard  to 
any  real  grievances  of  any  of  your  Ma- 
jc^'s  subjects,  which  shall,  in  a  dutiful 
and  constitutional  manner,  be  laid  before 
na ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  colonies  shall 
nake  a  proper  application  to  us,  we  shall 
be  ready  to  afford  them  every  just  and  rea- 
lonable  indulgence,  j^t  the  same  time  we 
^^loadec  it  as  our  indispensable  duty,  hum« 
blr  to  beseech  your  Majesty,  that  you  will 
we  the  moat  effectual  measures  to  enforce 
due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 


of  the  supreme  legialature;  and  we  b^ 
leave,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  as- 
sure your  Maiestv,  that  it  is  our  fixed  re- 
solution, at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and 
properties,  to  stand  by  your  Majesty 
against  all  rebdlious  attempts  in  the  main^ 
tenance.  of  the  just  rights  of  your  Majesty 
and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament." 

The  King's  Ansiooer.']  His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer :       ' 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

*<  I  thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address,  and  for  the  aflectionate 
and  solemn  assurances  you  give  me  of 
your  support  in  maintaining  the  just  rights 
of  my  crown,  and  oH  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  and  you  may  depend  on  my 
taking  the  most  speedy  and  ewctual  mea- 
sures for  enforcing  due  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  the  authority  of  the  supreme 
legislature. 

**  Whenever  any  of  my  colonies  shall 
make  a  proper  and  dutiful  application,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  concur  with  you  in  af- 
fording them  every  just  and  reasonable  in- 
dulgence ;  and  it  is  my  ardent  wish  that 
this  disposition  mav  have  a  happy  effect, 
on  the  temper  and  conduct  of  my  sttl>> 
jects  in  America." 

The  King's  Message  for  an  Augmentsh' 
turn  of  the  Forces.'^  Feb.  10.  The  fol- 
lowing Message  was  presented  to  both 
Houses :  " 

"  G.  R. 

**  His  Majesur  being  determined,  in 
consequence  of  the  Address  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  support- 
ing the  just  rights  of  his  crown,  and  Uie 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  thinks  proper 
to  acquaint  this  House,  that  some  addi- 
tion to  his  forces  by  sea  and  land  will  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose ;  and  his  Ma- 
jesty doubts  not  but  he  shall  have  the  con- 
currence and  support  of  this  House  (on 
whose  zeal  and  affection  he  entirely  re- 
lies), in  making  such  augmentation  to  his 
forces  as  the  present  occasion  shall  be 
thought  to  requu-e." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  bringing  in 
the  Bill  for  restraining  the  Trtule  and 
Commerce  of  the  New  England  Colonics.! 
Feb.  10.  The  House  naving  resolved 
itscdf  into  a  Conunittee  on  the  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  Disturbances  in  Nortn  Ame» 
rica, 

Lord  North  moved, .  **  That  leave  be 
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gwen  40  bring  in  a  Bfll  to  rastam  the 
tisde  imd  ofwunevoe  of  the  movinoes  of 
Maisadiaiet'fl  Bop,  and  NewUMmhire; 
:the  cnAoniet  of  Connecticut  and  tfhode 
ldand»    and   Providence    Flantalieii   in 
North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  British  islandB  in  the  West  In- 
dies; and  to  prohibit  inch  provinces  and 
colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfooadland,    or   other 
places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be 
limited.'^    He  supported  his  motion,  by 
declaring^  that  as  the  Americans  had  re- 
fused to  trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was 
but  just  that  we  should  not  sufer  them  to 
trade  with  any  other  nation.    That  the 
restraints  of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  were 
4heir  charter ;  and  that  the  several  relax- 
ations of  that  law,  were  so  many  acts  of 
grace  and  ^sivour ;  which,  when  the  colo- 
nies ceased  to  merit,  it  was  but  reasonable 
the  British  legislature  should  recall.    In 
particular,  he  said,  that  the  fishery  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other 
banks,  and  all  the  Odiers  in  America,  was 
the  undoubted    right  of   Great  Britain. 
Therefore  we  might  dispose  of  them  as  we 
pleased.    That  dthough  the  two  Houses 
had  not  declared  all  Massadiusefs  Bay 
in  rebellion,  they  had  declared,  that  there 
»  a  rebellion  in  that  province.    It  was 
just,  therefore,  to  deprive  that  province 
of  its  fisheries.     That  in  the  province  of 
'  New  Hampshire  there  was  still  a  governor 
and  a  government ;  but  government  was 
weak  in  that  colony;  and  a  quantity  of 
powder  had  been  taken  out  of  a  foft  there 
by  an  armed  mob.    Besides,  the  vicinity, 
<n  that  province  to  Massachusetts  Bay  was 
such,  that  if  it  were  not  added,  the  pur- 
pose  of  the    Act   would'  be    defeated, 
fthode  Island  he  stated  not  to  be  in  a  much 
better  situation  than  Massachusetts  Bay ; 
thatseveralpiecesof  cannon  had  been  taken 
there,  and  carried  up  into  the  country; 
and  that  they  were  arraying  their  militia, 
in  order  to  march  into  any  other  colony, 
in  case  it  should  be  attacked;  and  this 
could,  in  the  present  circumstances,  be 
for  no  good  purpose.    That  from  Connec- 
ticut had  marched  a  large  body  of  men 
into  t^e  Massachusets,  on  a  report  that 
the  soldiery  had  killed  some  people  in 
Boston ;  and  though  this  body  had  return- 
ed, on  finding  the  fiilsity  of  that  report, 
an  ill  disposition  had  been  shewn,  and  that 
this  colony  was  in  a  state  of  great  disorder 
and  confusion.     To  this  he  added,  that 
the  river  Connecticut  afforded  die  inhabit- 


ants of  that  colony  an  dppoitmitjafesr- 
fyin^ontheiihenr.  llw  aane  nughils 
said  of  Rhode  Isund;  and  as  the «m 
argument  of  vicinity  might  be  appliad  H 
both  the  pfovinces  as  weH  as  to  New 
Hampshire,  in  order  to  prevent  llie  ^ 
feating  of  Uie  Act,  they  also  oa^  te  fa 
ihclo&d  in  die  prohibitiap  to  inh  mA  M 
trade. 

His  lordship  added,  tbat  be  was  asl 
averse  to  admittiBg  sudi  alieviatieBS^ 
the  Act  a»  would  not  P^ye  dealniethnsff 
its  great  object.  1st,  Therefore,  he  wodl 
move  it  only  as  temponRT*  to  the  ead  |i 
the  year,  or  to  the  end  of  the  nest  sssosa 
of  parliament,  ^y.  He  woiiM  paHfe 
particular  persons  to  be  excepted,  on  esi' 
tificates  mm  the  governor  of  their  gssi 
bdiaviour :  or  npon  their  taking  a  teAjl 
acknowledgment  of  the  riglits  of  psnb- 
Inent. « 

Mr.  Dunning  thonght  the  AmeiicHi 
had  a  risht  of  fishing  on  the  baab  tf 
Newfoundland.  He  sud  there  was  as  i^ 
bellion  in  Massachusetts  Bay;  aothiB| 
that  could  be  construed  into  treafoa; 
even  if  there  wad  a  rebellion  in  soaie  psrf% 
why  was  the  whole  to  be  puniriied?  Wlqr 
New  Hampshire?  Why  Rhode  Idsadf 
Why  Connecticut  ?  If  the  ftict  was  trot, 
that  general  Gage  had  attacked,  war  str- 
ing and  burning  the  town  of  BoetQi),  vi 
the  ConnecticutpeopIeresi8tinff,tbelatur 

were  not  in  rebellion.  He  said  tlie  miaif' 
ters  were  the  best  authors  of  a  reodpt  to 
make  a  rebellion. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurkm  m^ 
that  no  resolutions,  though  of  b<)» 
Houses,  can  make  a  fact,  or  decide  the 
law.  He  had  given  his  opinion  upon  p>- 
bers  laid  before  him,  that  there  was  s  fs- 
bellion  in  Massachusetts  Bay.  H^  ^ 
fended  his  opinion»  by  an  explanatioo  » 
the  facts  upon  wUch  he  -save  it;  firrt  tf 
to  treason,  next  as  to  rebellion. 

Mr,  Dunning  to  explain.  BebeHiofl«J 
that  state  between  government  and  its  sne* 
jects,  which  between  two  hostile  statu 
would  be  war. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhvm  nm 
to  prove  a  rebellion  in  America  firom  wC 
hon.  gendeman's  definition. 

Mr.  Speaker  Nortim  gave  his  €piDi«* 
on  the  point  of  law,  divested  of  the  ft^ 
and  left  the  committee  to  apply  the  nctti 
and  the  opinion.  The  law  does  not  kn^ 
the  word  <  rebellion.'  Levying  war  Bg«W 
the  king  is  treason ;  so  is  ^^^^'^^^f 
to  wrest  die  sword  out  of  the  liands  a*  v* 
executive  power. 
9 
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GtTemor  JMfiJ^ofi#  raid*  that  Aepro- 
mUoii  vat  alMurd  and  efoet:  absurd, 
oecBOBe  it  took  away  trade  from  oar  own 
coknies,  which,  those  who  understood  that 
tade  most  kniow  we  should  not  be  able  to 
tnosfer  to  onraelres,  when  it  was  taken 
from  them :  that  God  and  nature  had 
gifeQ  that  fishery  to  New  and  n6t  to  Old 
England:  that  when  it  was  once  destroyed, 
we  ihodd  not  be  able  to  restore  it  to  those 
fimwhom  it  wbb  thus  Tiolently  taken; 
kccsuse  the  little  capital,  vessels,  and  im* 
fknents  of  fishermen  (many  of  them 
fO0r)  ware  only  kept  up  by  constant  re- 
taRM  of  profit :  when  the  profits  failed, 
tbecspitsl  and  iaaplements  would  not  be 
Mtored.  That  France,  who  was  sufE< 
oestl]^  alert  at  taking  advantages,  would 
soae  in  for  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  bene- 
ibof  which  we  thus  thought  proper  to 
deprive  oar  own  people.  It  was  cruel,  he 
■id,  in  the  highest  degree,  and  beyond 
theenniple  of  hostile  rigour.  That  a 
Miitiflie  people  always  drew  a  consider- 
He  psrt  of  their  immediate  sustenance 
iron  ihe  sea.  This  BHl^  therefore,  would 
betahomanly  to  starve  a  whole  people, 
ocept  sach  as  a  goVeraor  should  think  it 
ynper  to  favour.  That  this  partial  per-* 
siwoA  must  ghre  rise  to  unjust  prefer- 
nee,  monopdv,  and  all  sorts  of  jobs. 
He  Kid  he  bad  served  in  the  navy  the 
vboleof  the  last  war;  he  had  io  his  eve 
Kveral  captains,  who  had  cruized  off  the 
ttemj's  coasts  during  the  whole  war,  and 
k  appealed  to  them  for  the  truth  of  what 
keaaerted,  thai  it  was  a  constant  rule  in 
Ae  lerfioe  to  spare  the  fishing  craft, 
^kinluDgit  savi^e  and  barbarous  to  de- 
pn^e  poor  wretches  of  their  little  means 
^Gvelihood,  and  the  miserable  village  in* 
Wbitaats  of  a  sea  coast  of  their  daily  food. 

Mr.  r.  ^  Ttyvmthend  ureed  strongly  the 
coDtisdictioi»  which  prevailed  in  theprin* 

r'  *  of  the  proposed  Bill;  for  if  the 
provinces  were  in  rdbellion,  as  well 
*ttiie  Hassachusets,  why  were  they  not 
Wired  to?  If  not,  why  were  they  in* 
dsded  in  the  verjr  same  punishment  ? 

Sir  Gtorge  ^Sauitr  rallied  widi  pleasantry 
Me  Sfgnments  of  the  lawyers  adbont  trea- 
V'Bii  sod  exposed  the  idea  of  depriving 
*  whole  province  of  its  subsistence,  be- 
J**"^  a  rebellion,  we  know  not  where,  nor 
jy  whom,  b  lurking  io  it ;  and  then  pu» 
^'^^  a  second  province,  because  it  is 
B»  ooor  to  rebdlion ;  a  third,  because  it 
would  be  doii^  nothing  if  yon  let  them 
**tspe|  and  a  fourth,  because  otherwise 
™«try  coold  not  square  their  phm.    He 


then  took  it  up  in  a  serious  light,  andsaid, 
that  he  bad  heard  with  pfeasure  many 
youn^  members  speak,  with  much  ability 
on  this  occasion.  They  ail  had  apologised 
for  their  want  of  experience  ia  this  session. 
That  he  was  obiiged  to  consider,. and  apo- 
logize for  himself,  as  a  very  young  mem- 
ber  of  parliament.  This  will  appear,  said 
he,  very  strange  to  those  who  know  that  I 
have  sat  a  great  many  years  m  this  House* 
It  is  true  I  have  carried  through  numy  turn* 
pike  Bills,  several'draining  BiUs,  a  multitude 
of  navigations,  and  indosures  without  num- 
ber; but  I  am  now  come  quite  a  novice  to 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  ruin  of  trade 
and  commerce,  and  the  dismemberment  of 
a  great  empire.  He  then  entered  into 
the  general  argument,  concerning  the'Jus- 
(tee  pf  making  all  parts  of  a  state  contri^ 
butary  to  the  support  of  the  whole,  and 
that  those  who  receive  protection  ought 
to  submit  to  taxation.  He  admitted  the 
general  maxim  to  be  true;  but  observed, 
diat  this  was  only  in  cases  where  all  die 

Kts  received  the  same  protection  in  equal 
efita  and  equal  privileges;  otherwise 
equal  payment  flor  unequal  protection 
would  be  mjustice  itself.  That  people  by 
compact  might  give  up  a  part  of  this  r^t ; 
but  then  this  compact  ought  to  be  proved  ; 
and  it  ought  to  be  proved  also,  that  an 
adequate  compensation  was  given  for  it, 
else  the  barsun  would  not  be  fair«  And 
this  brought  him  to  the  doctrine  of  resist* 
ance,  which  had  been  handled  as  bess 
suited  the  purposes  of  those  iHio  used  iL 
Thait  if  rebellion  was  resistance  to  govern* 
meat,  he  could  not  consider  all  rwdliona 
to  be  fdike ;— 4bere  must  be  such  a  thing 
as  justifiable  rebellion*— and  submitted  to 
the  House,  whether  a  people  taxed  with* 
out  their  consent,  and  their  petitions 
against  such  taxation  rejected ;  their  char« 
ters  taken  away  without  hearing;  and  an 
army  let  looie  upon  them  without  a  possi* 
bility  of  obtaining  josfiee ;  whether  a  peo* 
pie  under  such  circumstances  could  not  be 
said  to  be  in  justifiable  rebellion  ? 

Sir  W.  MeredkheKmesBed  great  sorrow 
and  surprize,  that  tne  hon.  gentlenum 
should  call  the  rebellion  in  America- a  jus* 
tifiabk  rebirilion,  since  it  was  the  uwa 
whidi  they  resisted ;  and  he  (Sir  George) 
had-  consented  to  the  Declaratory  Act, 
which  asserted  a  right  io  periiament  to 
make  laws  to  bind  America  in  all  cases 
whatsoever.  The  power  of'  God  himself 
was  bounded  within  the  limits  of  strict 
justice ;  a  power  to  bind,  in  all  cases 
whatsoe¥fr»  had  never  bean  daimed  by 
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tlie  greatesi  tyrant  upon' earth,  nor  by  any 
earthly  power,  before  the  Declaratory  Act. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  move  a  repeal  of  the  Declaratory 
Act,  and  of  every  Act  that  he  thought  in- 
jurious to  the  freedom  of  America,  before 
he  exhorted  the  Americans  to  bring  on 
themselves,  their  families,  and  their  coun- 
try, all  the  horrid  consequences  of  rebel- 
lion. He  had  opposed,  and  ever  would  do 
the  principle  of  laying  internal  taxes  on 
America;  but  it  was  not  taxation,  but  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Ameri- 
cans now  opposed.  The  tea  duty  is  the 
only  tax  that  remains ;  a  tax,  which  the 
Americans  first  resisted,  had  afterwards 
complied  with,  and  paid  regularly ;  but 
when  the  East  India  Company  sent  the 
tea  to  be  sold  at  a  lower  pric6  than  the 
smuggler  of  Dutch  and  Swedish  teas  could 
affo^,  then  they  began  to  resist  the  law, 
then  they  destroyed  the  merchants' proper- 
ty, then  they  be^n  to  threaten  ruin  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  not  in  support 
of  liberty,  but  merely  to  support  their  own 
illicit  commerce.  He  «haa  promoted  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act;  but  would  never 
have  taken  the  part  he  did,  could  he  have 
supposed  the  ministers  who  gave  up  the 
advantages,  would  have  maintained  the 
principle  of  taxing  America.  Neither 
would  he  have  consented  to  a  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  had  he  not  believed  that  the 
ministers  of  that  time  would  have  made 
'some  effectual  provision  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  the  merchants  who  trade 
to  America.  Instead  of  which,  the  Ame- 
ricans were'  then  taught,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  threaten  our  mer- 
chants with  ruin,  and  our  manufacturers 
with  famine,  and  then,  upon  such  threats, 
the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  must  sub- 
mit to  their  will.  Three  times,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years,  they  had  thrown  the 
whole  trade  of  Great  Britain  into  confu- 
sion; that  it  had  better  be  given  up,  than 
preserved  on  such  conditions.  Lite  itself 
was  not  worth  keeping  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty and  fear.  Things  were  now  brought 
to  a  crisis.  The  conflict  must  be  borne, 
and  he  koped  would  never*  end,  but  in  re- 
linmiishing  our  connections  with  America, 
or  nxing  them  on  a  sure  and  lasting  basis. 
As  to  the  proposal  of  stopping  the  fisheries, 
whatever  distress  it  might  bring  on  the 
Americans,  they  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. It  was  no  more  than  they  had 
begun  to  practise  themselves.  They  had 
taken  a  resolution  as  far  as  in  them  uiy,  to 
Fuio  our  merdumts,  impoverish  our  manu- 


factures, and  starve  all  the  West  ladm 
islands.  To  them,  therefore,  it  can  only 
be  said, 

— *Nec  lex  bfte  jdstior  afltf, 
Quam  neds  artiftca  arte  perire  softl 

Lord  John  Cavendish  and  Mr.  Town' 
shend  replied,  that  they  had  been  in  office 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  when  the  Declaratory  Act  passed,  and 
afterwardsr'long  continued  in  intimacy  witii 
him,  but  had  never  heard  publicly  or  pri- 
vately, of  his  objections  tothe  Declaratoiy 
Act,  before  this  year.  They  thought  it 
very  odd,  that  he  should  have  voted  fior 
several  severe  and  proscriptive  Acts,  in 
order  to  force  the  Americans  to  obedience 
to  taxes,  since  he  thought  that  we  had  no 
right  to  impose  any,  and  that  in  this  respect 
he  had  gone  far  beyond  the  most  zeaioof 
partisans  of  the  rights  of  this  country:  ai 
little  could  they  reconcile  his  voting  lail 
year  against  the  repeal  of  the  tea  doty, 
with  his  aversion  to  the  right  of  taxation. 

Lord  Beauchamp  and  sir  Richard  Sot- 
ton  supported  the  motion  on  the  eauity  of 
prohibiting  the  trade  of  those  wno  hid 
prohibited  ours. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  trouble  the  committee  long — nor  to  be 
heardi  beyond  those  to  whom  he  imme* 
diately  applied  himself.  That  by  the  pro- 
posed Bill,  they  had  disposed  of  four  of 
their  provinces.  Some  were  troubled 
with  a  concealed  rebellion ;  others  were 
concealers  of  ,that  concealment;  some 
were  infected ;  others  next  door  to  the 
infection.  Provision,  too,  was  to  be  made 
by  licences  and  dispensations,  and  tests  for 
those  in  the  several  provinces  who  were 
more  innocent  or  more  in  favour.  But 
there  was  a  fifth  province,  for  which  no 
provision  at  all  had  been  made,  which  was 
likely  to  be  as  great  a  sofierer  as  aoy  of 
the  other  four,  though  not  iirrd)cIlion,  or 
in  the  neighbourho^  of  rebefiion.  Toil 
province  had  used  no  other  force,  bat  of 
one  kind,  which  was  not  very  terriWe  oo 
earth,  though  it  was  said  to  ofer  riotencc 
to  heaven,  the  force  of  prayers  and  peti- 
tions, lliatthis  province  was  England, 
which  had  now  several  hundreds  of  wo«- 
sands  of  her  property  in  the  four  pronnccs 
of  New  England.  He  then  shewed,  w» 
New  England  was  not  a  staple  colonv,  and 
could  only  pay  her  debts  through  tt« 
fishery  and  the  trades  which  de^ww 
upon  it ;  and  that  to  stop  their  fth«7 
would  be  to  beggar  the  English  neff"*"! 
and  manufiwturers.  This  he  ^W^ 
by  entering  into  the  nature  of  the  ^«» 
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Eogbod  trade.  He  further  said,  it  had 
been  anerted,  falsely,  thai  the  Neir  Eng- 
lud  people  had  refused  to  pay  their  debts. 
It  had  been  said  also,  truly,  that  they  had 
no  compassion  on  the  English  manufao- 
toren.  But  had  their  dishonesty  been  as 
true  9$  the  want  of  compassion,  both  might 
have  been  natural  to  those  we  called  rebels, 
but  what  oufibt  we  to  think  of  a  British 
legislature,  disabling  the  payment  of  debts, 
aod  having  no  bowels  of  compassion 
tovsrds  the  sufferings  of  our  own  innocent 
«uutitiients« 

The  question  was  called  for  about  12 
a^dock,  when  the  committee  divided ;  for 
tbe  motion  261,  against  it  85.  Leave  was 
accordingly  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Debate  in  the  Cofnmons  on  the  Augment 
Uti'm  of  the  Navi^.^  Feb.  1 8.  The  House 
beJDg  10  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  BuUer  moved.  That  an  additional 
munber  of  2,000  men  be  allowed  for  Sea 
Service  for  the  year  1 775.  He  sUted  the 
respective  services  our  ships  were  on,  and 
taid  that  the  proposed  augmentation  was 
necessary  to  enforce  the  measures  of  go- 
Temmentin  America. 

Lord  North  remarked,  that  the  subject 
iiidbeen  so  amply  discussed  on  Friday,  by 
beiug  so  much  hfended  with  the  means  of 
lestraioing  the  fishery  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  that  he  should  have  the  less  to  offer 
ifon  thia  occasion ^  that  the  rebellious 
'npoiitioB  and  motions  of  that  and  other 
coTooiea  made  it  necessary  to  have  such  a 
goard  upon  the  coasts  of  North  America, 
utttthe  augmentation  was  highly  neces« 
ttry;  and  as  the  people  of  New  England 
coold  not  be  restrained  from  the  fishery 
*i^hout  some  sloops  stationed  for  that  pur- 
pote,  the  circumstance  made  it  doubly  re- 
quisite to  provide  accordingly.  He  gave 
no  precise  explanation;  bat  only  seneral 
•^Xttnuioesthat  this  would  be  the  last  ap- 
plication of  the  kind.  He  said,  he  could 
'jot  possibly  pretend  to  foretel  every  event 
vat  miffht  happen,  and  consequently  could 
Aot  bind  himself  by  any  specific  promise 
or  engagement. 

Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that  this 
^  a  most  extraordinary  mode  of  pro^ 
c^ure,  and  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
^^^^y  whether  it  proceeded  from  ignorance 
or  design.  He  was  certain,  however,  that 
]^e  M  scope  to  gaming  in  the  Alley, 
^atocka  had  been  fallmg  graduaUy,  tUl 
^  had  now  come  down  5  per  cent.  It 
T^^  A  happy  opportunity  to  those  in 
^  aecret  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  pub- 
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lie  expence.  He  did  not  mean  to  bring 
home  this  charge  to  any  particular  person, 
or  set  of  men ;  but  it  was  well  known  it 
had  been  freouentljrpractised  by  the  con- 
fidential people  in  office. 

Lord  North  knew  nothing  of  what  had 
been  done  by  such  people,  but  believed 
upon  his  honour,  that  none  of  the  present 
confidential  servants  in  office  did  game  in 
the  funds ;  for  it  would  be  basely  betray- 
ing the  confidence  of  their  prinpe. 

Xord  John  Cavendish  and  Colonel  BarrS 
accused  the  noble  lord  of  great  inconsist- 
ency, in  thinking  so  far  to  blind  the  House 
as  to  have  it  believed  that  the  augmenta« 
tion  asked  for  could  answer  any  purpose 
but  to  convince  the  Americans  of  toe  inve- 
teracy of  the  mother  country  against  them» 
and  to  throw  a  reconciliation  to  a  yet 
greater  distance :  that  a  few  thousand  sea- 
men added  to  the  service  would  never  ef- 
fectually answer  the  purpose,  if  that  pur- 
pose was  to  prohibit  the  trade  of  the  roost 
commercial  colonies  in  America;  that  Uie 
noble  lord  must  mean  onl^  to  trifle  with 
the  House,  and  with  mankmd,in  declaring 
one  day  America  to  be  in  rebellion,  the 
next  prohibiting  the  commerce  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  the  third  commg  for  so 
insignificant  an  augmentation;  that  the 

geqtlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
ad  repeatedly  asserted,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  New  Englanders,  and  much 
of  that  of  the  other  colonies,  was  contra- 
band ;  and  that  America  was  peopled  with 
smugglers,  to  the  great  detriment  of  that 
advantage,  which  would  otherwise  £k>w  to 
this  country:  how  could  administratioD» 
therefore,  with  any  degree  of  consbtency* 
suppose  that  such  a  system  of  smugglings 
added  to  a  new  created  system  of  the  same, 
the  fishery,  be  all  kept  under  by  any  thing 
less  than  the  most  powerful  armaments  ? 

Mr.  ComxoaUf  taking  an  historical  cir* 
cuit  of  American  affairs,  in  order  to  shew 
the  connection  and  dependence  of  the  mi« 
Ulster's  measures  on  each  other,  replied  to 
the  objections  that  had  been  started :  he 
remarked,  that  to  pass  Acts  to  restraia 
commerce,  and  to  dedare  the  extra-pro- 
vincial meetings  in  the  colonies  illegal, 
whose  object  principally  was  to  import 
arms  and  ammunition,  in  order  for  the 
purposes  of  rebellion,  would  be  nugatory 
and  absurd,  unless  corresponding  measures 
wei«  taken  to  enforce  those  Acts ;  that  aa 
to  great  armaments  and  fleets  of  men  of 
war  of  the  line,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
House  in  that  line  of  the  military  well 
knew  them  to  be  unnecessary,  and  out  of 
[X] 
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the  quettion ;  Chftt  sloops  ttnd  the  smaller 
iVigates  would  answer  all  the  purposes,  by 
being  properly  stationed;  that  toe  New* 
foundland  fishery  was  so  local,  that  a  few 
sloops  of  war  would .  nearly  command  the 
whole,  unless  some  foreign  power '  hat!  a 
superior  force  there,  with  whom  we  were 
at  war,  or  on  ill  terms ;  that  in  regard  to 
the  objections  which  had  generally  been 
made  against  using  fo'*ce  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, he  could  not  see  their  propriety, 
since  he  was  persuaded  that  the  Ame- 
ricans were  determined  to  make  the  dis- 
pute a  question  of  dependency  on  the 
crown  of  this  realm. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  contended  strongly, 
that  taking  the  affairs  of  America  on  the 
very  footing  upon  which  the  hon.  member 
had  thrown  them,  that  their  condoct  be- 
trayed nothing  but  incapacity ;  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  bench  were 
repeatedly  telling  the  House  of  the  rebel- 
'lion  of  the  Americans,  and  how  strongly 
they  are  persuaded  that  they  mean  to 
throw  offiul  dependance  on  this  country; 
how  then,  said  he,  are  we  to  account  for 
that  slothful,  dilatory  conduct  of  adminis- 
tration, to  sit  quiet  for  so  many  months, 
and  to  seem  in  their  management  to  haye 
no  idea  that  force  'could  eyer  be  used 
or  would  eyer  be  necessary.  |If  ad- 
ministration were  really  persuaded  of  the 
yiews  and  intentions  or  the  Americans, 
if  rebellion  was  written  among  them  m** 
aach  legible  characters,  why  did  they  not 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  preventing 
those  intentions  and  of  stifling  tiiat  4*ebel- 
lion.  Had  they  conducted  themselyes 
upon  the  princifues  of  common  sense  they 
certainly  would  haye  been  earlier  in  their 
intelligence  to  parliament,  earlier  in  their 
application,  and  more  yieorous  in  their 
measures.  But  this.  Sir,  is  under  the  sup- 
position that  they  knew  the  rectitude  of 
their  intentions,  and  approved  their  own 
conduct*  He  then  deviated  into  a  per- 
sonal attack  on  lord  North,  but  was  un- 
commonly spirited  throughout 

Captain  Wokingham  kisisted  that  our 
present  naval  force  was  by  no  means  ade- 
quate to  the  execution  of  our  professed  in- 
tentions ;  for  that  the  squadron  we  design- 
ed for  America  would  answer  no  purpose 
of  stopping  their  commerce ;  or  it  we  did 
aend  a  sumcient  one,  our  own  coasts,  com- 
paratively speaking,  must  be  lefb  totally 
defenceless;  as  he  was  well  informed,  that 
France  alone  had  75  men  of  war  of  the 
line  now,  more  than  one  half  of  which 
were  maoaed^  and  fit  for  actual  service. 
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He  then  gave  an  account  of  a  convens- 
tion  which  passed  lately  between  him  asd 
a  French  gentleman  well  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  their  navy ;  from  which  he 
was  fiiily  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  oor 
force,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  woold 
not  be  sufficient  to  defend  us  at  hom^ 
should  we  blindly  rush  into  a  civil  war. 

Mr.  Tempie  Luitretl.  I  rise  up  ander 
a  number  of  disadvantages,  and  duA 
scarce  be  able  to  express  my  sentimenti 
without  much  agitation  and  embanrasi* 
ment,  a  novice  as  I  am  at  political  disqoiii 
sitions,  and  attempting,  (from  aseatwhidi 
till  this  hour  1  might -not  call  my  own)  to 
speajc  on  a  subject  of  such  high  import^  ia 
tne  presence,  and  possibly  against  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  most  experiencedstatesmeo  ia 
any  country  of  the  universe.  But,  Sir,  it 
has  been  earnestly  recommended  toni& 
as  well  by  the  electors  of  the  borough  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  repreneih 
tative,  as  by  several  other  persons  of  re« 
spectable  consideration,  that  I  will  exert 
toe  utmost  of  my  humble  endeavours  and 
fiiculties,  towards  the  establishing  of  peace, 
and  conciliating  the  afiections  of  the  Ame* 
rican  colonies  with  their  parent  state  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  promote  the  joint 
happiness  of  both  divisions  of  this  mightjr 
empire,  on  the  firm  basis  of  eoaity  and 
mutual  good  offices :  and  I  should  hold  it 
an  unpardonable  omission  of  duty  were  I 
to  remain  now  silent,  especially  as  I  vai 

{iredudedby  the  dependence  before  psr- 
lament  of  a  controverted  return,  from  de* 
daring  my  disposition  towards  the  oppren* 
ed  cofonists,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session,  when  a  speech  firom  the  throne  of 
the  most  inimical  tendency  to  America, 
and  therefore  the  most  alarming  and  dan* 
gerous  tendency  to  the  whole  British  realm, 
received  the  tlumks  of  this  House.  1  was 
under  die  same  preclusion  when  commerce 
here  stood  a  dejected  supplicant,  in  jiut 
apprehension  from  the  impending  storm. 
Welly  Sir,  might  she  be  alarmed,  to  see  8 

{lilot  at  the  hehn,  as  the  winds  and  the  hO- 
ows  arise,  who,  riather  than  part  with  the 
guns,  throws  the  merchandize  overboard; 
save  them,  Sir,  he  may,  by  so  costly  a  sa* 
crifice,  but  not  for  Jubilee  or  triumph; 
they  shall  be  saved  ror  signals  of  distress, 
and  to  solemnize  the  olweqpies  of  jour 
empire. 

The  merchantji  were  not  then  to  M 
heard  lest  their  candid  story  should  set  m 
the  proper  point  of  view  those  insidloas 
fraffments  of  official  letters  laid  on  yo^ 
table.    What  human  understandbg  ooola 
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oeoient  siich  a  mangled  eorreipondeiice 
liigethery  so  as  to  denre  any  clear  accu« 
ate  knowledge  of  the'  real  condition  or 
andments  of  the  Americaos?  Wfaat80« 
eier  might  extenuate  offenoety  exciue 
trror,  and  restore  perfect  amity  between  ^ 
the  two  countries,  aid  the  partiid  hand  of 
adiDiDiBtFStion-widEedly  suppress,  while  in 
too  glaring  a  light  was  exhibited  every 
bet  Uiat  oouM  senre  to  widen  the  breach^ 
md  inflame  the  passions,  and  blow  up  a 
fint,  inckless  spark  of  ^imosi^  to  the 
fid  coiabosd<Hi  and  horroh  of  a  ciril 
fftf!  These  misrepresentations  however 
mnrered  the  ends  proposed,  for  both 
fisoflcs  were  blindly  entrapped  to  give 
Iher  nadion  to  as  sanguinary  a  scroll 
(in  tbe  ftrm  of  an  address)  as  was  ever 
Ud  by  s  prostitote  senate  at  the  feet  of 
Uufed  maksty.  Did  not  your  ancestors, 
Si^  nsnfbdy  %ht,  did  not  some  c£  them 
kBrmcaQy  fiul;  to  preserve  those  constita- 
'linal  r^ts  cf  tbe  subject  to  every  Briton, 
fUi  you  have  now  by  one  vote  pledged 
Tooisdf,  at  the  hazard  of  life  and  fortune, 
tofisbfert  snd  to  annHiilate  dirooghout 
Ike  better  part  of  the  whole  British  mo- 
MNiiy? 

I  de  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any 
MB  here  peesent  can  feel  as  he  ought,  be 
coDsdouB  of  tbe  least  participation  in  the 
nperiotendence  of  the  coaunon-wealth, 
lad  remain  a  mere  tranquil  observer,  when 
K  iDtereating  a  subject  comes  before  you ; 
aaib|Bct  on  thfe  issue  of  which  perhaps' 
hit  awn  indi^dual  happiness  or  misery, 
Anhden  the  happiness  or  misery  of  his 
MKst  posterity  lirill  depend.  Wah  what 
Uritude,  Sir,  must  the  blood  circulalie 
<hroqgb  his  veins  !  What  must  his  defini- 
^  be  of  an  ianominiovs  supineness  and 
iptthy  U- This  is  .not  a  debate  of  slow  ani* 
MtisQ,  in  which  few  persons  are  con* 
zeroed,. and  of  limited  influence;  we  are 
Mr  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  millions 
'iHvmi^  a  long  series  df  ages,  and  the 
pvt  which  every  man  shalQ  take  on  this 
^^ion  must  stamp  him  with  cfaaracten 
mtiMe  through  all  eternity — a  patriot  or 
i|parridde.  It  is.  Sir,  from  the  collisions 
<"  eofttroirersy  that  those  radiant  sparks 
Vettruck  OBt  by  whidi  truth  lights  her 
2||^'torch*^or  have  1  less  expectation 
fMB  those  gentlemen  who  are  but  just 
*^>fed  into  patfiamentary  (hnsiDess,  than 
"i^  your  veleian  polittaana^'  deep  on 
yycAont  engrBven*' :( to  use  the  phrase 
«  Mihoo^  «  deHidratnm  sits  and  pnblic 
**^''    Soch  veterans  might  indeed  be 

*«  NNit;gaidfii^  wete  jienosraiMtt  la 
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agitate  questions  wrapt  up  in  subdolous 
Machiavelian  mystery,  and  only  to  be  de- 
veloped by  the  acutest  abstract  reasoning. 
The  present  juncture,  Sir,  requires  only  a 
well  principled  heart,  and  a  head  mode* 
rately  conversant  with  the  nature  of  men 
and  things. 

It  is  not,  I  own,  I  feel,  aiven  to  a  young 
member  to  deliver  his  ideas  with  that 
guarded  correctness,  that  unagitated  con- 
fidence  which  long  habitude  of  speaking 
usually  sun[^es;  but  will  he.  Sir,  yield 
with  less  ductility  to  the  dictates  and  ho- 
nest zeal  of  inward  conscience  ?  he  comes 
among  you  at  least  with  a  judgment  un- 
biassed: he  has  not  pledged  himself  to 
any  pardal  junto,  whose  maxims  and  in* 
terests  he  is  at  ail  events  to  adopt  for  th^ 
measure  of  his  political  career :  he  has  not 
stood  forth  an  accomplice  to  any  of  those 
manifold  nsischiefs  and  blunders  which 
have  heretofore  been  committed  in  the 
adnnnistration  of  your  colonies:  he  hart 
had  no  share  in  ennaming  the  evil  by  tem- 
porary aiiodjfnes ;  nor  has  he  treated  the 
imperial  concerns  of  that  wide-stretched 
continent  as  only  accessary  to,  and  of  tri- 
vial aocooDt  i^hen  compared  with  his  own 
private  schemes  of  ambition  and  aggran- 
disement Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  can 
but  think  him  rather  the  more  lOcdy  to 
execute  the  share  of  such  important  award 
committed  to  his  discretion,  as  becomes 
an  upright  delegate  of  the  people  at  large, 
heedless  whedier  his  conduct  therein  may 
onachate  with  the  narrow,  selfish  views  of 
tnis  or  that  set  of  men  who  are  candidates 
for  .titles  or  power:  not  but  that  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  see  here  present  some 
characters  animated  with  the  true  patriotie 
spirit,  who  have  long  and  worthHy  be^a 
seated  within  these  walls ;  on  whose  emi- 
nent tdents,  on  whose  approved  integrity, 
America  rdtts  her  best  hope. 

Such  gentlemen  as  come  within  the 
scope  of  any  of  those  disadvantageous  al- 
lusions I  have  jusi  thrown  out,  will  con- 
sider, that  a  well-timed  recession  from 
error  claims  the  next  praise  to  a  perfect 
exemption  therefrom  :  they  will  no  longer 
endeavour  to  palliate  a  dreadful  disease, 
which,  if  once  arrived  at  a  full  paroxysm, 
it  will  baffle  the  Esculapian  skill  of  their 
expertest  state-doctors  to  cope  with. 

Our  present  sagacious  rulers  had,  it 
seems,  drawn  tfieir  political  clue  in  that 
ttoaiter  of  the  globe  to  so  Gordian  a  tie, 
Uiat  despairing  to  revolve  by  patience  and 
sober  wisdom  th? oi|gh  the  several  ixppH" 
cationi  tbm  baada  bad  wionght,  they 
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took  a  summary  recourse  to  the  edge  of 
the  sword.  Sir,- their  sword-hiw  will  best 
agree  with  the  arbitrary '  principles  and 
system  of  goyemment  applied  to  almost 
every  department  of  the  state  by  that  flagi- 
tious confederacy  which  hath  latently  pre- 
sided oyer  the  councils  and  arcana  of  the 
cabinet  ever  since  the  accession  of  our 
present  most  gracious  sovereign.  I  say. 
Sir,  that  these  occult  dictators  to  the 
royal  conscience  should  prefer  the  sword- 
law»  I  am  not  at  all  astonished ;  but  that 
the  ostensible  adviser,  a  man  of  profound 
judgment,  and  the  clearest  penetration ;  a 
man  whom  the  most  slanderous  of  bis 
enemies  allow  to  possess  the  tenderest 
feelings  ef  social  affection^  to  be  even 
prodigal  of  the' practices  as  well  as  profes- 
sions of  humanity,  that  he,  Sir,  should 
with  a  ruthless  composure,  adopt  and  carry 
into  execution  their  bloody  mandates,  may 
well  create  general  consternation  and  the 
deepest  concern.  It  was  pronounced  by 
a  consummate  mmister,  wh6  once  held  the 
reins  of  ffovemment  with  so  much  honour 
to  himself,  and  transcendant  glory  to  the 
whole  empire  of  Britain,  that  the  Canadian 
America  was  conquered  in  Germany.  It 
is,  it  seems,  by  the  German  uoUcy  of  do- 
minion, which  our  own  dan-ored  feudists 
are  ever  prone  to  expose,  that  British 
America  is  to  be  reduced  to  vassali^: 
but  let  the  all-potent  minions  beware,  test 
while  they  are  bowing  the  stubb<mi  necks 
of  these  colonists  to  the  yoke,  Uiey  find 
not  their  own  necks  bow  to  the  block  (^ 
an  executioner. 

Sir,  the  far  more  considerable  part  of 
die  people  of  England  do  now  wish  us  to 
use  temper,  moderation,  and  forbearance 
towards  America?  **  Dignos  esse  qui  Ro- 
man! fifknt,"  (said  the  illustrious  consul  to 
the  senate,  of  certain  tributaries  in  alle- 
giance to  the  Roman  eagles),  '<eos,qui 
;iihil  praeterquam  de  libertate  xo^tent" 
Sir,  when  the  two  most  renownea  repub- 
lics of  ancient  time  had  long  contended  for 
universal  empire,  and  victory  over  many  a 
well-fought  field  had  held  almost  an  equal 
balance,  then  it  was  the  rigid  censor  ( M. 
Cato)  denounced  that  memorable  judg- 
ment, "Delenda  est  Carthago."  Sir, 
the  Carthaginians  were  the  natural  rivals 
of  the  trade  and  glory  of  Rome ;  they  had 
in  cool  blood  inhumanly  put  to  death  one 
of  the  most  perfect  heroes  and  patriots  her 
annals  could  boast :  in  their  national  cha^ 
racter  they  were  perfidious  to  a  provert) ; 
and  they  early  led  their  children  to  the 

altar  to  fisp  went  to  Mdemn  adjuration  of 


eternal  warfiffe  and  vengeance  agaimt 
Rome.  In  short,  Sir,  the  further  existeaoe 
of  these  Afiricans  was  become  quite  incooi- 
patible  with  the  peace  and  security  of  tbt 
Roman  commonwealth. 

The  words    *  Delenda    est  Certhsnti^ 
were,  in  the  reign  of  our  Charles  the  Sad, 
borrowed  by  a  member  of  the  other  Hoois 
of  Parlianaent,  the  fiunous  earl  of  Shafto- 
bur^,  in  height  of  passionate  resentmeiit 
against  the  Hollanaers :  Ini^  Sir,  thou^ 
the  Hollanders  had  to  the  most  substaotid 
injuries  added  the  provoking  insult  of  saik 
ing  up  to  the  emporium  of  your  com- 
merce, with  brooms  at  their  mast  heads; 
though  they  had  by  many  an  invetersts 
combat  on  the  ocean  brought  your  marioe 
power,  and  conseoueotly  our  very  being 
as  a  people,  to  as  desperate  acrisisasever 
befel  Rome  during  the  rase  of  the  Pboic 
wars,  yet,  Sir,  it  is  a  well4uiown  aneod(to 
of  that  day,  there  was  scarce  a  peer  in  tbs 
assembly  but  stood  aghast,  and  shudderal 
at  the  unchristian  severity  of  the  sentenoSi 
*  Delenda  est  Carthago'  nas  been  applied 
for  the  third  time :  it  has.  Sir,  been  re- 
cently and  publicly  appUed,  by  an  avowed 
zealous  partizan  of  the  present  adroiniitia* 
tion  of  your  government,  to  our  fellow  sub- 
jects of  America,  and  the  tiews  will,  I  ftsr, 
ere  long  reach  your  colonies. 

1  am  not  master  of  langiu^  suiBcieot 
in  energy  to  give  the  due  comment  to 
such  an  expression :  bdt.  Sir,  should  it  be 
here  utteredin sobriety,  and  calmly  listened 
to,  might  you  not  be  apt  to  imague  yo(u> 
self  seated  midst  the  deputies  of  the  lodisB 
tribes,  near  the  interior  lakes  of  that  coa- 
tinen^  and  sacrificing  to  the  demon  of  re- 
ve^fs,  rather  than  with  the  deputies  of  tbe 
bse,  polished  nativai  of  the  British  isiei| 
|h  their  imperial  seat  of  l^tslation?  I 
can  indeed  easily  conceive,  that  tbe  gsQ* 
tleman  alluded  to  (Mr.  Van)  wasnither 
more  forward,  rather  more  ingenious,  tben 
the  chieftains  of  his  cause  will  thank  ban 
for:  they  hardly  could  mean,  that  tbe 
final  catastrophe  of  this  their  tragic  plot 
should  be  discovesed  just  at  the  ppeniag  of 
the  very  first  act. 

It  was  a  noble  sentiment  of  Fendoa 
(archbishop  of  Cambray)  that  **  he  low 
his  fnend  equal  to  himseli;  hiscountiyw 
better  than  his  friend  and  himself;  msn; 
kind  in  general  beyond  all  put  together. 
What  that  amiable  prekte  makes  Men^ 
say,  on  revealing  a  celestial  form  to  tbe 
ton  of  Ulysses,  f  who  had  Just  attained  to 
years  of  manhooa)  may  aimrd  an  sUeg^ 
to  assist  the  British  Iqpsbitiue  lit  Miet^ 
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tare  period,  in  the  safest  and  sagest  con- 
coct towards  her  colonists.  «<  I  have  ^ded 
JOQ  through  rocks  and  quicksands,  through 
te  ensanguined  battle,  and  the  various 
calamities  incident  to  the  human  species : 
1  have  taught  you,  through  forcible  expe- 
moce,  the  good  and  the  bad  maxims  by 
vJiich  goremment  may  be  carried  on :  it 
ii  now  time  that  you  be  fully  emancipated.- 
Lwe  your  fellow  creatures ;  endeavour  to 
Itaew  the  golden  age ;  avoid  efieminacy, 
woftneness  and  ostentation  ;  let  simplicity 
be  your  best  ornaments ;  on  virtue  and 
your  own  just  actions  rest  your  chief  se- 
ttrity;  pure  liberty,  peace,  delightful 
ibandance,  and  unsullied  glory  ever  attend 

1  am  sensible.  Sir,  that  I  have  too  long 
v^held  the  attention  of  the  House  from 
acnons  of  far  superior  weight  and  abilities. 
i^  *e«;«fore  at  a  future  day  hope  for 
»e  same  indulgence  that  has  now  been 
newQ  me,  while  I  urge,  that  to  compel 
we  Americans  by  a  military  force  to  ac- 
■nowfedge  the  paramount  and  unbounded 
J^ority  of  parliament,  ^i  the  taxation  of 
w  property,  property  created  by  their 
wwlects  and  industry,  is  neither  just,  pe- 
ine, aor  practicable;  a  measure  totally  re- 
F^gnent  to  the  liberal  notions  of  rectitude 
whuA  have  ever  characterized  the  happy 
a^ves  of  England,  and  irreconcileable 
^  the  spirit  of  those  very  rules  and  in- 
•*rta,  by  which  the  three  estates  of  this 
lesloi  bold  existence. 

^Mr.  Sawbridge  said,  he  perceived  that 
Maupistration  were  hurrying  the  nation  to 
ecitain  niin,  but  he  should  reserve  himself 
to  ipeak  on  our  present  conduct  towards 
ABMrica,  till  a  fitter  and  some  more  con- 
▼eaient  opportunity. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
winoa. 


^  F^niary  15.  Lord  North,  by  his  Ma- 
J^j't  command,  laid  before  the  House 
*e  fcdlowing 

^acl  of  a  Lbtter  from  the  Eari  of 
Banmore  to  the  £arl  of  Dartmouth, 
d&ted  Williamsbuig,  December  24, 
1774.    Received  iftb.  11, 1775. 

My  necessary  absence  on  the  occasion 
wthe  Indian  disturbances,  will,  I  hope, 
I^Wwnt  and  excuse  me  for  my  not  having 
J*iowledged  your  lordship's  several  let- 
•^ia  due  thne  and  order;  and  for  not 
*Jjng  regularly  communicated  accounts 
««e  pubBc  affiiirs  of  the  colony,  to  which 
■^rfUiem  refer;  and  I  wish  I  were 


A.  D.  1775.  [314 

now  so  fortunate  as  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  make  a  repretentation  of  their 
appearing  with  a  more  favourable  aspect, 
than  when  1  last  wtote  upon  these  impor- 
tant concerns.  > 

The  associations  first,  in  part,  entered 
into,  recommended  by  the  people  of  this 
colony,  and  adopted  by  what  is  called  the 
continental  congress,  are  now  enforcing 
throughout  this  country,  with  the  greatest 
rigour.  A  committee  has  been  chosen  in 
every  county,  whose  business  it  is  to  carry 
the  association  of  the  congress  into  execu- 
tion ;  which  committee  assumes  an  autho- 
rity to  inspect  the  books,  invoices,  and  all 
other  secrets  of  the  trade  and  correspon- 
dence of  merchants;  to  watch  the  conduct 
of  every  inhabitant,  without  distinction; 
and  to  send  for  sJl  such  as  come  under 
their  suspicion,  into  their  presence,  to  in- 
terrogate them  respecting  all  matters 
which,  at  their  pleasure,  they  think  fit  ob« 
jects  of  their  enquiry ;  and  to  stigmati8e,-as 
they  term  it,  such  as  they  find  transgress* 
inff,  what  they  are  now  hardy  enough  to 
call  the  laws  of  the  congress;  which  stig- 
matizing, is  no  other  than  invitinff  the  ven- 
geance of  an  outrageous  and  lawless -mob, 
to  be  exercised  upon  the  unhappy  victims^ 
Every  county  besides  is  now  arming  a 
company  of  men,  whom  they  call  an  inde- 
pendent company,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  protecting  their  committer,  and  to  be 
employed  against  government,  if  occasion 
require.  The  committee  of  one  county 
has  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  swear  the  men 
of  their  independent  company  to  execute 
alL  orders  which  shall  be  given  them  from 
the  committee  of  their  county. 

As  to  the  power  of  government  which 
your  lordship,  in  your  letter  No.  If,  di- 
rects should  be  exerted  to  counteract  the 
dangerous  measures  pursuing  here,  I  can 
assure  your  lordship,  that  it  is  Intirely  dis- 
regarded, if  not  wholly  overturned. 
There  is  not  a  justice  of  peace  in  Virginia 
that  acts,  except  as  a  committee  man :  the 
abolilhing  the  courts  of  justice  was  the 
first  step  taken,  in  which  the  men  of  for- 
tune and  pre-eminence  joined  equally 
with  the  lowest  and  meanest.  The  gene- 
ral court  of  judicature  of  the  colony  is 
much  in  the  same  predicament ;  for  though 
there  are  at  least  a  majority  of  his  Majes- 
ty's council  who,  with  myself,  are  the 
judges  of  that  court,  thai  would  steadily 
perform  their  duty,  yet  the  lawyers  have 
absolutely  refused  to  attend,  nor  indeed 
would  the  people  allow  them  to  attend,  or 
evidences  to  appear.    The  reason  com* 
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monly  assigned  for  this  proceeding  is,  the 
want  of  a  fee-bill,  whicti  expired  at  the 
last  session  of  the  assembly ;  and  it  is  a 
popular  ai'guraent  here,  that  no  power  but 
the  legislature  can  establish  fees;  and  the 
fee-bill  not  having  been  renewed,  is  attri- 
buted to  the  dissolution :  but  the  true 
cause  of  so  many  persons  joining  in  so  c^- 

frobrious  a  measure,  was  to  engage  their 
English  creditors,  who  are  numerous,  to 
join  in  the  clamours  of  this  country ;  and 
not  a  few  to  avoid  paving  the  debts  ki 
which  many  of  the  pnncipal  people  here, 
are  much  involved. 

With  regard  to  the  encouraging  of  those, 
as  your  lordship  likewise  exhorts  me,  who 
appeared,  in  principle,  averse  to  thes^ 
proceedings,  I  hope  your  lordship  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe,  I  have  lefl  no 
means  in  my  power  unessayed  to  dra.w  all 
the  assistance  possible  from  them  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  but  I  presume  your 
lordship  wul  not  think  it  very  extraordi- 
nary, that  my  persuasions  should  have  been 
unavailing  against  the  terrors  which,  on  the 
other  hand^  are  held  out  by  the  com-, 
mittees. 

Independent  companies,  &c.  so  univet- 
sally  supported,  who  have  set  themselves 
up  superior  to  all  other  authority,  under 
the  auspices  of  their  congress,  the  laws  of 
which  they  talk  of  in  a  stile  of  r^pect,  and 
treat  with  marks  of  reverence,  which  they 
never  bestowed  on  their  legal  government, 
or  the  laws  proceeding  from  it,  I  can  as- 
sure your  lordship,  that  I  have  discovered 
no  instance  where  the  interposition  of  go- 
vernment, in  the  feeble  state  to  which  it  is 
reduced,  could  serve  any  other  purpose 
than  to  suffer  the  disgrace  of  a  disappoint- 
ment, and  thereby  afford  matter  of  great 
exultation  to  its  enemies,  and  increase  their 
influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But,  m^'  lord,  every  step  which  has  been 
taken  by  these  infatudted  people  must 
inevitably  defeat  its  own  purpose.  Their 
non-importation,  non-exportation,  &c.  can- 
not fail,  in  a  short  time,  to  produce  a 
scarcity,  which  will  ruin  thousands  of  fa- 
milies :  the  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  sup- 
ply themselves  and  their  negroes  for  two 
or  three  years,  but  the  middling  and  poorer 
sort,  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have 
not  the^  means  of  doing  so,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  their  lands  will  not  purchase  those 
necessaries  (without  which  themselves  and 
negroes  starve)  of  the  merchants  who  may 
have  goods  to  dispose  of,  because  the  mer- 
chants are  prevented  from  turning  such 
produce  to  any  account.    As  to  manu&c- 
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turing  for  themselves,  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia ar^  very  far  from  being  naturally  in. 
dustrious ;  and  it  is  not  by  taking  away 
the  principal,  if  not  the  only  encourage- 
ment to  industry,  that  it  can  be  excited; 
nor  is  it  in  times  of  anarchy  and  confiision 
that  the  foundation  of  sucn  unprovemeDts 
can  be  laid.  The  lower  class  of  people  too 
will  discover,  that  tbey  have  been  dyped 
by  the  richer  sort,  who,  for  iheir  part, 
elude  the  wh<^e  effects  of  the  ossociatioa 
by  which  their  poor  neighbours  perish. 
What  then  is  to  deter  those  from  taking 
the  shortest  mode  of  supplying  themselvei.^ 
and,  unrestrained  as  they  are  by  laws, 
from  taking  whatever  they  want  from 
wherever  they  can  find  it  I  The  arbhraiy 
proceedinss  of  these  committees,  likewise, 
cannot  fail  of  producing  quarrete  and  dis- 
sentions,  which  will  raise  partisans  of  go- 
vernment; and,  I  am  firmly  persuaded, 
that  the  colony,  even  by  their  own  acts 
and  deeds,  must  be  brought  to  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  depending  on  its  mother  soun- 
try,  and  of  embracing  its  authority. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  ike  Aug* 
mentation  of  the  Land  Forces,"]  Feb.  15. 
The  House  being  in  a  Conuaittee  of 
Supply, 

Lord  Barrington  moved.  That  6T,1(nL 
7sm  Id,  be  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1775,  to  enable  his  MajesMr  to  aog- 
ment  his  Land  Forces  with  4,383  moD«  S* 
ficers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in- 
cluded. His  lordship  introduced  his  mo- 
tion with  explaining  the  several  militaiy 
arrangements,  with  stating  the  force  to  be 
kept  at  Boston,  which  he  said  would  be 
about  10,000  men,  and  with  giving  ge- 
neral assurances,  that  no  more  troops 
would  be  wanted  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  the  laws :  and  added,  that  part  of  the 
additional  expence  would  be  incurred  bj 
the  appointment  of  some  additional  officers 
to  each  reginlent. 

Colonel  Barre  saldy  that  such  appoint- 
ment was  putting  the  nation  to  an  unne- 
oessary  expence,  as  it  was  to  no  maootr 
of  purpose. 

Lord  Baningion  rejplled,  this  anpomt- 
ment  woukl  take  place  only  in  saco  regi- 
ments as  were  on  actual  service,  and  ai 
the  operations  against  the  Americans  vrsre 
intended  to  be  carried  on  by  detachmeotti 
an  additional  number  of  officers  would  coor 
sequently  be  wanting. 

Colonel  BarrS  agreed  to  this  reasonwg* 
if  that  was  the  mode  meant  to  be  udopm 
in  case  of  liostilities* 
I 
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Mr.  Core  was  strong  against  the  resolu- 
tion, and  severe  against  the  authors  of  so 
▼eak,  cruel,  and  unnatural  a  measure. 

Mr.  7*.  Totcnshend  insisted,  that  nearly 
bilf  the  number  of  men  and  all  the  officers 
D01F  wanted,  might  betaken  from  the  half^ 
pay  and  Chelsea  out-pension  lists,  without 
putting  the  nation  to^the  heavy  expense 
BOW  proposed.  He  said,  that  there  were 
16,000  out-pensioners,  many  of  whom 
were  fit  for  actual  service ;  and  if  they 
vere  not,  they  were  at  least  fit  to  supply 
the  places  of  the  drafts  that  might  be  sent 
to  complete  the  regiments  now  at  Bostoa; 
that  many  of  them  were  young  men  ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  contended  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  expence  now  proposed  might 
be  laved,  as  the  difference  of  pay  between 
the  pensioners  and  those  doing  duty  was 
Bot  above  a  penny  a  day. 

Colonel  Barre  reminded  lord  North  of 
vbat  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  former  oc- 
casioD,  that  we  should  want  no  new  levies 
for  enforcing  measures  against  Boston,  as 
vidi  the  regiments  from  Ireland,  and  the 

3  quartered  in  America,  the  force 
be  fully  su£Bcient. 
Lord  North  replied,  that  he  did  not  re- 
coDea  anv  such  expression ;  that  it  must 
be  a  mistake,  as  the  paper  he  now  held  in 
ha  hand,  was  the  same  he  spoke  from, 
vhes  be  was  supposed  to  make  use  of  the 
vords  now  alluded  to  by  the  hon«  gen- 
tleman. 

The  question  being  put,  the  Committee 
*Tided,Aye8  91,  Noes  15. 

Feb.  16.  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
vtt  brought  up. 

Mr.  Hartley  observed,  that  as  we  had 
bttberto  proceeded  totally  in  the  dark,  and 
flctenmned  on  measures  without  sufficient 
previous  information,  so  we  were  resolved 
|o  continue  to  proceed  in  the  same  blind 
wandering  manner.  We  first  agreed  to 
P  to  war,  without  enquiring  into  the  mO' 
^^  that  should  induce  us  to  take  so  mo- 
Btentous  a  step,  and  then  consented  to 
euplojr  a  certam  number  of  forces,  with- 
•Qt  being  acquainted  with  the  particular 
"emcea  for  which  they  were  destined. 

SirG.  Savile  spoke  much  against  the 

P<|w«  veated  in  the  commander  in  chief; 

4^  m  the  course  of  his  observations  made 

JBJC  very  severe  and  pointed  strictures  on 

«*  Qoebec  BflL 

.  Lord  Beauchamp  warmly  defended  the 
If'^^d  policy  of  the  Quebec  Bill. 

jj^JrwrySO.  Lord  North  presented  the 

o 


Extract  of  a  Lstter  from  the  Hon.  Ge- 
vernor.Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, datixl  Boston,  January  18^ 
1775.    Received  Feb.  2a 

My  lord;  it  was  thought  impossible 
that  the  phrenzy  which  had  seized  the 
people  could  be  of  very  long  duration,  un- 
less constantly  supported  by  new  events ; 
and  there  were  hopes  if  tranquillity  could 
be  for  a  time  preserved,  that  people  would 
have  leisure  for  reflection  ahd  think  se* 
riously  of  their  danger,  though  the  leaders 
have  taken  pains  to  assure  them  that  Great 
Britaifi  would  be  delerred  from  pursuing 
her  measures,  through  their  resolute  op-* 
position  to  them,  and  the  resolves  of  tne 
continental  congress.  I  find  by  ^ccoonta 
from  several  parts  of  the  country,  that 
those  hopes  were  not  without  foundation, 
that  the  people's  minds  are  greatly  cooled, 
and  many  begin  to  want  courts  of  justice, 
and  that  the  friends,  of  government  have 
shewed  themselves  openly  in  many  places. 
I  conceive  the  press,  which  has  been  more 
open  to  government  than  usual,  to  have 
been  of  very  great  use,  through  which 
channel  the  conduct  of  the  leaders  has 
been  laid  open,  and  the  absurdity  of  the 
resolves  of  the  continental  congress  ex* 
posed  in  a  masteriy  manner,  which  has 
served  to  lower  that  impression  of  high 
importance,  which  the  congress  had  made 
upon  people's  minds. 

I  hoped  to  have  procured  an  Association 
of  many  considerable  people  in  thia  town, 
but  find  them  more  shy  of  making  opea 
declarations,  notwithstanding  they  are 
protected)  than  people  are  in  the  country 
where  they  depend  only  on  themselves  and 
their  firiends  for  security.  Tl)ey  give  for 
excuse,  that  they  must  first  know  the  re- 
solutions from  home  on  all  that  has  passed 
in  this  country,  and  that  it's  time  to  de« 
clare  when  they  are  assured  that  the  mo- 
ther country  will  not  relax,  but  resolve  to 
pursue  her  measures.  If  thev  begin  ta 
associate  in  the  town,  it's  likely  they  will 
also  fall  on  means  to  pay  for  the  tea^  for  as 
they  are  mostly  traders  it  would  be  very 
advantageous  for  them  to  have  the  port 
opened,  in  the  present  conjuncture  of 
their  commercial  affliirs.  We  hear  from 
New  Hampshire,  that  the  people  who 
were  concerned  in  the  rash  action  against 
Fort  William  and  Mary  in  that  province 
are  terrified  at  what  they  have  done,  and 
only  anxious  to  obtain  pardon  for  their 
offence^ 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Lord  Norm's 
Propositions  for  conciliating  the  DiJ^- 
ences  with  AmericaJ]  I%b.  20.  The 
House  being  in-  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Papers  respecting  the  Dis- 
turbances in  Norui  Amenca, 

Lord  North  rose  and  said :  Sir;  as  I 
mean  to  o&r  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  some  propositions  which  mav 
be  the  ^und  of  a  Resolutiooi  and  which 
I  conceive  to  be  founded  on  Uie  Address 
which  the  House  has  presented  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty, I  desire  that  the  said  Address  may 
be  read.  [The  Address  was  read  accord- 
inffly.]  His  lordship  remaiiced,  that  the 
Address,  both  as  it  was  proposed,  and  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood  when 
agreed  to,  meant  to  hold  qut  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  on  the  matter  of  taxation,  al- 
though the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
could  never  give  up  the  rights,  although 
it  must  always  maintain  the  doctrine  t^ 
every  part  of  the  empire  was  bound  to 
bear  its  share  of  service  and  burthen,  in 
the  common  defence ;  yet  as  to  the  matter 
of  that  right,  and  with  respect  to  the  mode 
of  the  contribution,  if  tne  end  could  be 
obtained,  and  if  the  Americans  would  pro- 
pose any  means  and  give  assurance  oi  the 
prosecution  of  those  means  by  which  they 
should  contribute  their  share  to  the  com- 
mon defence— he  had  said,  he  did  not  ap- 
prehend parliament  would  hesitate  a  mo^ 
ment  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  that 
right;  but  would  concede  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, raising  their  share  of  the  contribu- 
tion by  themselves.  This  was  the  direct 
and  avowed  sense,  in  which  the  resolution 
for  the  Address  was  moved.  I  publicly, 
said  his  lordsdip,  gave  my  opinion,  and 
^ery  explicitly  said,  thi^t  if  the  Americans 
would  propose  to  parliament,  any  mode  by 
which  they  would  engage  themselves  to 
raise,  in  their  own  way,  and  by  their  own 
grants,  their  share  of  contribution  to  their 
common  defence,  the  quarrel  on  the  sub- 
ject of  taxation  was  at  an  end.    « 

As  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  these  were 
my  very  words,  but  these,  Sir,  were  the 
words  only  of  a  private  member  of  parlia- 
ment: they  were  but  opinion  given  in 
debate.  The  words  contained  in  the 
Address  seem  to  many  gentlemen  to 
require  this  comment,  this  explanation,  by 
parliament  itself,  in  some  clear,  explicit 
and  definitive  opinion.  That  if  the  pro- 
mise of  indulgence  on  this  point  of  taxation 
means  really  to  hold  out  the  grounds  of 
peace,  we  ought  to  explain  on  what  terms 
we  will  accede  to  it  i  and  what  the  pro- 


positions are,  which  we  are  willing  to  ac« 
cent.    To  be  explicit,  then,  as  to  my  owa 
opinion,  I  must  say,  that  if  the  dispute  in 
which  the  Americans  have  engaged  goes 
to  the  whple  of  our  authority,  we  can  enter 
into  no  negociation,  we  cannneet  no  com- 
promise.   If  it  be  only  as  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  exercise  of  our  right,  or  as  to 
the  mode  of  laying  and  raising  taxes  for  a 
contribution  towards  the  common  defence, 
I  think  it  would  be  just,  it  would  be  wise 
to  meet  any  fair  proposition,  which  may 
come  in  an  authentic  way  from  any  pro- 
vince or  colony  i  and  on  this  ground  it  is 
that  I  shall  propose  to  the  committee  the 
following  R^olution :  **  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  Uiis  Committee,  that  wh^  toe 
governor,  council,  and  assembly,  or  gene- 
ral  court,  of  any  c^  his  Majesty's  provinces 
or  coloflies  in  America,  shall  propose  to 
make  provision,  accosdin^r  to  the  condition, 
circumstances,  and  situation,  of  such  pro-^ 
vince  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  pro- 
portion to  the  common  defence  (such  pro- 
portion to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of 
the  general  qpurt,  or  general  assembly,  of 
such  province  or  colony,  and  disposable' 
by  parliament)  and  shall  engage  to  make 
proviuon  also  for  the  support  of  the  ciril 
government,  and  the    aciministration   of 
justice,  in  such  province  or  colony,  it  will 
be  proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  ap-  ' 
proved  by  his  Majesty  and  the  two  Houser 
of  Parhament,  and  for  so  lon^  as  such  pro- 
vision shall  be  made  accordingly,   to  for- 
bear, in  respect  of  Such  province  or  colony, 
to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to 
impose  any  farther  duty,  tax,  or  assess- 
ment, except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be 
expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  to  impose 
for  the  regulation  of  commerce ;  the  nett 
produce  of  the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  ^ 
carried  to  the  account  of  such  province  or 
colony  respectively.'' 

This  resolution,  added  his  lordship, 
marks  the  ground  on  which  negpciation 
may  take  place.  It  is  explicit,  and  de- 
fines the  terms,  and  specifies  the  persons 
from  whom  the  proposals  must  come,  and 
to  whom  they  must  be  made.  It  points 
out  the  end  and  purpose  for  which  the 
contributions  are  to  be  given,  and  the  . 
persons  from  whom  the  grant  of  them  is 
to  originate.  It  takes  away  every  ground 
of  suspicion  as  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
revenue  when  raised,  to  purposes  ibr 
which  the  Americans  never  would  grant 
it.  And  from  the  nature  of  it  is  seeo, 
that  it  must  be  conclusive  so  long  as  the 
Americans  observe .  the  agreement*    Bol 
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nny  obfections  from  Tartout  quarters, 
wA  on  dilfarent  grounds,  will  be  made  to 
it  Ifthere  be  any  persons  who  think  we 
Mght  to  nake  no  advances  towards  ae- 
oosmiodation.  because  thej  understand 
aidito  be  (»ncessions  which  we  ought 
not  to  make-*if  there  be  any  who  may 
think  the  terms  which  this  Resolution 
boUi  out  are  disadTantageous,  I  would  not 
vab  them  to  ame  to  it.  But  they  will 
gire  me  leave  (who  think,  that  even  were 
we  to  impose  terms  in  .the  hour  of  vicfory 
ilKlf,  this  proposition  would  be  a  good, 
voold  be  a  inst  one)  to  propose  it  now, 
before  say  blood  is  shed.  Some  gentle- 
■en  msy  ask  tlie  question — will  you  treat 
widuebels  ?  I  am  not  treatinff  with  re- 
beb.  It  has  never  been  yet  said,  that  all 
Ibe  Anericans  jure  rebels,  or  that  all  the 
eokmies  are  in  rebellion:  it  cannot,  I 
kpe,  be  said.  There  is  certainly  in  the 
Kovmce  of  Massachuset  a  rebellion. 
Bat,  Sir,  could  I  open  the  door  even  to 
Nbeb  to  return  to  thdr  duty,  I  should  be 
^ipy.  The  specific  rebellion  of  the 
unchiuets  \^^  that  the  people  of  the 
povince  reject  and  oppose  with  force  of 
vm,  the  government,  as  established  by 
the  King  and  parliament.  The  moment 
^  they  acknowledge  that  government, 
tnd  meet  in  assembly  to  act  under  it,  the 
.KbeffionisataD  end.  The  propositions 
MHained  in  the  Resolution,  lorm  an  ex- 
pm  deckratioo,  and  do  not  begin  a  ae- 
(odttioQ. 

Others  perhaps  will  say,  it  is  proper 
tbat padiament  should  bind  itself:  I  an- 
swer, that  whenever  parliament  confirms 
>n  agreement,  it  always  does  bind  itself. 
Othen  will  look  to  the  effect ;  and  ask 
^hat  consequences  do  you  expect  from 
^\  Will  jovL  in  the  mean  time  suspend 

Sr  operations  of  force?  Certainly  not. 
i  potting  ourselves  off  our  guard,  is 
certainly  not  the  way  to  treat  on  safe 
poowbor  with  effect  The  ground  on 
which  we  stand  at  present,  is  in  all  human 
pobability  such  as  will  enable  us  to  evk" 
"irce,  what  we  have  a  right  to  demand ; 
tt^is  therefore  the  most  likely  to  claim 
tttention,  and  to  produce  that  efiect  by 
t^ice,  which  we  are  otherwise  in  a  situa- 
^  to  procure  by  force  of  arms.  Whe- 
™er  the  Americans  will  accede  to  this  or 
Bot,  must  depend  on  various  circumstances 
wat  cannot  be  foreseen.  If  their  outward 
P^^^ensions  be  the  real  principles  of  the 
<¥position  which  they  have  made,,  they 
^Uit,  consistently  with  those  principles, 
■jwe  to  this  proposition.  If  tSey  do  not 
[VOU  XVill.  ]  ^ 


meet  us  on  this  ground,  it  will  evince  that 
they  have  other  views,  aad  are  actuated 
by  other  motives.  It  will  have  been  wise» 
it  will  have  been  just,  it  will  have  Seen 
humane,  that  we  have  held  out  the  terms 
of  peace :  if  they  reject  it,  their  blood 
must  be  upon  their  own  hearts.  But  I 
have  better  hopes :  there  are  people,  and 
I  hope  whole  colonies,  that  wish  for  peaces 
and  by  these  means,  I  hope  they  will  find 
their  way  to  it. 

Governor  PamnaU.  Sir;  when  in  the 
last  session  of  the  last  parliament,  I  mark« 
ed  to  the  House  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  American  affiiirs  were  brought  to  a 
crisis,  and  that  that  crisis  was  actually  in 
event,  wherein  all  opinion  as  to  the  modes 
of  policy  most  be  useless  and  at  an  end, 
ana  that  your  future  deKberation  would 
be  only  employed  on  measures  of  force,  I 
took*roj  leave  of  debate  on  this  subject; 
r  had  imposed  on  myself  a  determineid  si* 
lence,  and  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
a  seat  in  this  parliament,  have  adhered  in* 
variably  to  that  resolution. 

I  have  been  always  an  advocate  for  the 
colonies,  and  the  British  subjects  in  Ame* 
rica.  I  have  always  defended  their  rights, 
where  I  thought  any  infraction  was  made 
on  them.  Where  they  havegot  into  disputea 
on  points  where  I  could  not  think  thej 
were  right,  I  haveendeavoured  to  excuse  or 
extenuate  their  fimlt ;  where  I  could  not 
do  that,  I  have  yet  at  all  times  endeavour* 
ed  to  alleviate  the  resentment  which  maj 
have  been  raised  in  this  country  against 
themu  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  suit- 
able to  the  conduct  which  I  have  held,  nor 
could  I  feel  it  proper  for  me  to  become 
their  accuser  and  tneur  persecutor,  as  some 
govemors  have  done ;  much  less  could  I 
ever  bring  myself  to  calumniate  them. 

I  had.  ea^  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
commencement  of  this  business.  I  was 
at  the  congress  held  at  Albany  in  I75i« 
I  had  the  means  of  then  knowing  the  real 
opinions  of  some  of  the  first  men  of  busi- 
ness and  ability  in  that  country.  I  saw 
that  a  crisis  of  Uiis  nature  was  then  taking 
its  rise*  I  have  in  the  course  of  my  em* 
ployment  in  that  country  seen  the  pro* 
gressive  advance  of  it :  the  whole  scope 
therefore  of  my  conduct  whilst  I  was  em- 
ployed, and  of  every  opinion  which  1  h^va 
g'ven,  whenever  1  have  been  listened  to, 
IS  been  to  advise  such  modes. of  policy, 
as  might  prevent  matters  comiqg  to  the 
point  at  which  they  are  how  arrived :  but 
when  I  saw  that  such  advice  neither  in 
this  country  nor  in  America  was  listened 
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to^-^that  matteri  were  actudly  C9t09  to  I 
force,  and  all  modes  of  policy  ceaied  to 
have  effect,  and  were  at  an  ODd*  I  would 
not  become  an  adviser  of  measures  of 
force,  nor  ever  have  been  advised  with  in 
them.  Yet  taking  up  the  matter  on  the 
ground  whereon  it  now  staoda,  without 
consideration  of  that  influence  either  of 
persons  or  things  that  have  caused  this 
effect;  without  looking  into,  the  conduct 
of  various  sets  of  men  and  various  minis- 
lers,  with  whom  I  never  had  any  connec- 
tion»  and  with  whom  I  neves  shall  form 
any ;  having  stood,  and  being  determined 
to  remdin  unconnected  with  dl' parties; 
speaking  my  own  private  sentiments,  look* 
ing  to  things  and  not  to  men,  I  act  from 
my  own  principles.  On  this  ground  hav- 
ing by  my  publications  pledged  myself  to 
the  public,  I  wish  to  be  itiSi  and  judged 
hy  those  principles,  aod  I  challenge  any 
one  to  say  that  I  have  ever  varied  eitiber 
m  my  principles  or  in  my  conduct.  Tid- 
ing then  the  matter  on  the  sround  where* 
on  it  now  stands ;  when  I  see  that  the 
Americans  are  actually  resisting  that  go- 
vernment which  is  denved  from  the  crown, 
and  by  the  authority  of  parliament ;  when 
I  see  them  opposing  rights  whic^  they 
always  acknowledges,  and  for  asserting 
which,  I  could  pr<^uce  the  beat  authority 
(I  xn^an  their  own  authority,  as  expressed 
by  one  of  their  ablest  agents)  when  I  see 
them  arming  and  arraying  themselves,  and 
carrying  this  opposition  into  force  by 
arms;  seeing  the  question  brought  to  an 
issue,  not  on  a  point  of  right  but  a  trial  of 
power  1 1  cannot  but  say,  that  it  is  become 
necessary  that  this  country  should  arm 
also.  It  is  become  necessary,  that  this 
government  should  oppose  its  force  to 
force ;  when  that  force  is  to  be  employed 
only  in  maintaining  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  empire.  Thes^,  Sir,  are  my 
reasons  for  acquiescing  (though  I  have 
neither  advised,  nor  been  advised  with)  in 
measures  of  force.  The  Americans  them- 
selves have  rendered  them  necessary :  but. 
Sir,  another  reason  which  has  weighed 
with  me,  as  to  the  mode  of  those  mea- 
sures, is,  that  it  is  founded  in  precedents, 
the  authority  of  which  I  am  sure  gentle- 
men that  may  at  present  diaipprove  them, 
will  not  reject.  I  refer  mys^to  the  par- 
liament that  sat  after  the  execution  of 
Charles  the  1st,  when  the  government  was 
formed  into  a  republic ;  a  parliament  that 
perfectly  understood  the  distinction  be- 
tween that  resistKnce  whidi  is  justifiable, 
and  that  which  ia  rebellion.    The  ciolooies 


afiectiDg  to  be  the  aubjeds  of  the  Kmg 
only,  and  not  subordinate  to  the  states 
revolted  from  ibe  govemmeBt  cf  tba 
state,  denied  the  authority  of  pacliameDCv 
and  set  up  a  gDvemmeiit  jef  their  amnu 
independent  of  that  state  and  paiisft* 
men  t.  The  case  is  not  very  diiEeieni  fnaaa 
what  has  been  affected  to  be  stated  in 
the  present  situation  of  thiaga.  See, 
then,  what  was  the  nsetbod  taken  by  that 
parliament:  they  made  a  law  toMnw  to 
prohibit  from  trade  Virginia,  Baiiiaooea^ 
and  the  rest  of  the  coionies  which  wtxm 
under  that  revolt ;  and  as  it  is  ^  preoedenft 
which  baa  weighed  with  ane  for  aoquieao* 
ing  in  the  proposition  of  brinmg  in  • 
Bfll  to  restrain  the  cokmiea  of  New  Bus* 
land  from  trade,  other  than  to  Englaaa^ 
and  from  fishing,  until  they  acknowledgcA 
the  authority  of  parliament;  uid  as  il 
contains  not  only  a  prohibitory,  but  a  da* 
daratory  law  of^e  right  of  porliameaty  I 
will  beg  leave  to  read  it:*  but  akhoagfa  I 

■■I  ■  I 

«  The  law  rHerred  to  by  gownor  PewaaM 
IS  io  Soobeirs  Acts  aad  OrdiuaDeei,  KI60, 
es.  *'  Whereas  io  Virginia,  and  in  the 
of  Barhadoes,  ADtt((ua,  St.  Christopher's, 
vias,  MoDtserrat,  Bermudas,  and  divers  "Other 
islands  and  places  in  America,  there  hath  been 
and  are  colonies  and  plantation*,  which  were 
planted  at  the  cost,  and  settled  by  the  people, 
and  by  authority  of  this  nation,  which  are  and 
ooght  to  be  sabordioate  to,  and  depeadent  apoa 
Bagland;  and  hath  ever  sinoe  the  plaatinw 
thereof  been,  and  ought  to  be,  subjeot  to  anoh 
laws,  orders,  and  regftlatioas,  as  are,  and  ahall 
be  made  by  the  parliaoient  of  England :  and 
whereas  divers  acts  of  rebellion  have  been  oom- 
mitted  h^  ibany  persons  inhabiting  in  Sarba* 
does,  Antigua,  Bermudis  and  Virginia,  where* 
by  tltey  have  most  traitoronsly,  ny  fbrce  wa4 
soblilty,  usurped  a  power  of  govemaaent^  and 
seized  the  estates  of  many  well  aiTeeted  persons 
into  their  hands,  and  banabad  odiers,  and  have 
set  up  themselves  in  oppositioa  to^  and  dislioet 
from  this  state  aad  commonwealth ;  many  of 
their  chief  actors  in,  and  promoters  of  theaa 
rebellions,  having  been  transported  and  carried 
over  to  the  said  plantations  in  foreign  ships, 
without  leave,*  licence,  or  consent  of  the  par- 
liament of  England;  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land taking  the  premises  into  consideralion,  and 
finding  theoMwtves  obliged  Io  use  all  speedy, 
lawful,  and  just  means,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  said  rebellion  in  the  sud  pkintatiens«  and 
reduoing  the  same  to  fidelity  aad  doe  obe- 
dience, so  as  all  peaceable  and  well -affected 
people,  who  have  been  robbed,  spoiled,  impii* 
soned,  or  banished,  through  the  said  treasooabte 
pracdoes,  may  be  restored  to  the  freedom  of 
their  persons,  and  possession  of  their  own 
lands  and  goods,  and  doe  punishment  roflicled 
Q!0  the  said  delioqueotsy  do  dedare  all  and  every 
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litTe  acqnietced  in  those  measuraf,  my 
eye  hat  always  looked  to  peace»  nor  have 
d;  endeavours  ever  ceased  to  labour  for 
h,  and  I  seize  this  first  moment,  in  which 
1  ctnnot  but  hope  I  see  some  dawn  of 
jieace,  to  speak  to  it  for  this  once  more. 
Al  present  matters  are  come  to  the  last 
extremity — this  country  and  America  are 
in  the  situation  of  open  and  declared  war ; 
tkey  are  on  the  v^  point  of  striking  the 
blow  which  must  be  the  beginning  of 
abedding  of  blood.    When  two  indepen- 
dent nations  are  in  that  situation,  they 
generally^  amidst  their  friends  and  allies 
OKI  find  some  common  mediator,  that  may 
It  least  bring  them  to  some  terms  of  con- 
faence,  some  mode  of  explanation,  that 
■tjr  avert  the  war  that  is  ready  to  com- 
mence; but  where  can  that  mediator  be 
fMud  that  can  stand  forward  between  the 
:  lolijects  and  the  government  of  a  country. 
Vko  can  have  su£Bcient  authority  to  in- 
terpose in  such  a  case,  to  prevent  the  fatal 
coQsequences  ?  If  the  country  gentlemen, 
dte landed  staple  interest  of  this  country? 
t^  have  never  taken  any  share  in  this  bu« 
]  asess,  as  a  party,  will  not  on  this  occasion 
'  Aud  forth,  there  can  be  no  such  mediator. 
,  Uej  alone  are  in  that  predicament  which 
I  nil  enable  them  (and  it  becomes  their 
actoalduty)  to  stand  forth  on  thispcca- 
eoD.   It  is  their  interest  also,  as  well  as 
;  their  duty;  for  it  is  their  interest  that  is 
I  |ODcipalfy  at  stake— and  I  do  feel  myself, 
Isvo,  extremely  happy,  to  see  that  the 
;  MUe  lord  who  has  laid  the  proposition  on 
:  JDor  table,  although  as  a  mmister  it  is  his 
;  duty  to  support  the  authority  of  this  coun- 
l^i  ^d  carnr  on  such  qieasures  as  his 
1 7V*^y>  by  tae  advice  of  parliament,  has 
wwhtfit  to  adopt;  yet.  Sir,  I  do  think 
itjihiuaane,  it  is  nobly  spirited  in  him,  as 
i  private  member  of  parliament,  as  one  of 
w  candid  body,  which  will,  I  hope,  join 
w,  to, stand  forth  as  the  mediator  upon 
tt  occasion,  holding  out  such  terms  as 
>ttj  prevent  a  people  from  being  driven 


Ihftaaid  pcrsoos  ia  Barbtdoes,  Antigua,  Ber- 
jfjjtt;  sod  Viigiaia,  that  have  ooatrived, 
gy^d,  aided,  or  assisted  those  horrid  rebel- 
*>i^  sr  have  since  wiUingly  joined  with  them, 
I*  be  notorious  robbers  and  traitors,  and  such 
'^  by  the  law  of  nations  are  not  to  be  permitted 
^  niaawrof  commerce  or  traffic  with  any 
IJ*^  whatsoever ;  and  do  fbrbid  to  aH  manner 
w  F«aoos,  fofeigaeis  and  others,  atl  aaanner 
«  C6aifl|eroe,  traffic,  and  oorrespoadenej  whal- 
■<*«,  tabs  ttied  or  held  with  the  said  rebels 
^J^  Batbadoea,  Bermudas,  VirgiBia,  and 
Mi^sraitharoCiheai." 
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to  dcaiperatioii;  and  may  open  a  door  to 
reconcdiation,  upon  sucn  terms  as  shall 
establish  the  authority  of  \this  country, 
and  give  security  to  the  riffhts  and  liberty 
of  America.  Arid  I  own,  1  feel  extremely 
happy  to  find  that  they  ar.e  such  terms  as 
a  wise  and  honest  man  might  offer,  even 
if  the  success  of  war  had  put  into  your 
hands  the  right  of  enforcing  every  thing 
that  you  claim ;  for  even  if  we  go  to  war, 
this  business  must  finally  end  ip  negocia* 
tion ;  and  I  wish  the  committee  would  at- 
tend to  what  I  am  going  to  say,  (for  I 
know  it  to  be  true)  that  the  country  of 
America  must,  for  the  future,  be  governed 
under  regulations  and  forms,  and  a  consti- 
tution that  must  i>e  settled  by  compact. 
The  relation  between  the  two  countries, 
must,  in  its  fiiture  process,  stand  upon  the 
compact;  or  this  country  must  hold  its 
dommion  in  the  colonies  by  the  tenure  of 
a  war,  that  will  cost  mere  than  they  are 
worth,  and  finally  ruin  both.  In  whatever 
instance  you  come  to  regulate  their  trade, 
you  will  always  find  yourself  involved  in 
disputes^  and  roust  have  a  never  fiiiling 
source  of  quarrel  between  this  country 
and  that,  until  the  regulations  and  restric* 
tions  under  which  the  whble  of  the  Ame- 
i:ican  trade  ia  to  be  carried  on  for  the  fu- 
ture, are  settled  by  compacts— If  you  mean 
to  have  peace  for  the  future,  this  must  be 
done,  if  you  mean  to  retain  that  super- 
intending  controuling  power  of  govern- 
ment wmch  you  have  over  the  colonies, 
so  as  that  it  may  act  with  effect,  and  yet 
retain  them  as  subjects  administered  under 
government,  and  not  subjected  by  force 
of  arms,  even  their  constitutions  must  for 
the  future  be  settled  by  compact ;  their 
charters,  which  the  King  grants  them,  are 
not  and  cannot  be  considered  as  such 
compact;  for  if  it  was,  the  King  making 
terms  with  any  parts  of  .his  dominions, 
might  dismember  the  empire,  and  set  all 
the  various  parts  of  it  together  at  variance 
and  in  war.  Such  compact  therefore, 
temporary  as  it  must  be  in  its  nature,  must 
be  under  the  supervision  and  supreme 
controul  of  parliament.  Parliament  must 
necessarily  have  a  right  to  interfere,  and 
I  think  should  so  far  interfere,  as  to  exa- 
mine, to  setde,  and  to  give  the  several  co- 
lonies once  for  all,  such  a  constitution  as 
is  fit  for  such  dependent  communities 
within  the  empire ;  by  settling  with  them 
and  for  tliem,  such  articles,  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  be  confirmed  by  act  of 
parliament,  in  like  manner  as  was  done  in 
the  union  of  the  tiaro  parte  of  the  present 
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kingdom,  which  articles  when  once  con- 
firmed by  parliament,  cannot,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  of  justice  and  policy, 
be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  par- 
ties; until  the  colonies,  holding  their  go- 
vernments under  the  terms  of  dependency 
on  the  empire,  shall  break  those  condi- 
tions, or  endeavour  to  emancipate  them- 
selves from  them. 

On  the  point  of  taxation  this  resolution 
goes  to  every  thing  that  can  or  ought  to 
be  proposed ;  and  is,  if  rightly  understood, 
ana  accepted  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  fair  and 
just  preliminary  that  must  lead  to  peace. 
Although  those  spirits  in  America  which 
are  irritated,  and  in  their  resentments  look 
to  men  rather  than  things,  may  be  indis- 
posed to  receive  any  terms  whatevefi  and 
willing  to  hazard  all,  rather  than  treat 
with  men  against  whom  those  resentments 
are  raised ;  and  although  those  that  take 
up  this  matter  here,  only  as  a  measure  of 
opposition,  may  endeavour  to  ridicule  and 
oostruct  every  good  effect  which  it  might 
have ;  yet  those  men  of  weight  and  pro- 
perty, both  here  and  in  America,  who 
Jiave  a  real  interest  at  stake,  and  not 
pledged  to  any  party,  but  act  from  prin- 
ciple, must  and  will  see,  that  the  line  of 
this  proposition  will  lead  finally  to  such 
settlement,  in  which  alone  their  interest 
can  be  effectually  secured,  and  the  safety 
of  both  countries  be  firmly  and  perma- 
nently established. 

If  the  committee  will  indulge  me  with 
their  further  patience  for  a  moment,  I  will 
proceed  to  make  one  or  two  very  short  re- 
marks on  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  it- 
adf.    The  resolution  says,  and  says  pro- 

Eerly,  that  no  proposition  can  be  received 
y  this  country,  but  what  comes  from  the 
general  court  or  assembly  of  the  respec- 
tive provinces — that  is  the  only  authority, 
most  undoubtedlv,  that  this  country  can 
acknowledge  and  treat  with-— that  is  the 
only  body  that  can  have  anj  authentic 
power  to  make  any  propositions;  and 
although  I  know  that  those  propositions 
cannot  be  any  way  regularlv  communi- 
cated to  any  congress  or  meeting  of  all  the 
provinces ;  that  no  propositions  comine 
from  any  such  congress  or  meeting,  could 
have  authority  to  pled^  or  engage  the 
provinces  in  anv  propositions  that  may  be 
made— yet  as  I  dio  apprehend  that  no  ge- 
Beral  court,  or  assembly  of  any  province, 
will  listen  to  any  matter  that  snafi  be  pro- 
posed to  them  on  this  subject,  or  make  any 
proposition  hereupon;  but  as  they  take 
At  tone  firom  the  opinion  of  that  general 


congress  which  they  have  of  late  acct»- 
tomed  themselves  to  meet  in,  I  should  hope 
that  some  how  or  other  the.propositiona  of 
this  resolution  may  find  their  way  to  such 
congress,  so  as  to  become  a  matter  of  tlieir 
attention. 

The  next  observation  which  I  shall  make 
is,  that  by  the  terms  of  this  reso1uti<Mi, 
whatever  contributions  are  aereed  and 
settled  as  to  be  raised  by  the  cdonies,  are 
to  be  raised  under  the  appropriation  of  the 
common  defence*  This  condition,  Shr,  is 
wisely  grounded  and  decided — ^for  it  will 
remove  every  idea  of  appropriating  it  to  a 
matter  which  the  colonies  most  fear — it 
will  avoid  every  suspicion  of  a  misapn^ica- 
tion  to  purposes  for  which  it  never  was 
meant  to  be  raised. 

An  hon.  ffentleman  (Mr.  Charles  Pox) 
in  a  late  debate,  though  he  took  up  the 
idea  in  opposition,  certainly  was  the  first 
and  tlie  only  tme  in  that  line  of  debate  who* 
hit  upon  the  real  jet  of  the  dispute  between 
this  country  and  America.    He  very  ably 
stated,  that  the  reason  why  the  colonies 
objected  to  the  laying  taxes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  revenue  in  America,  was  that 
such  revenue  \h  the  hands  of  government 
took  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  that 
were  to  be  governed,  that  controul  which 
every  Englishman  thinks  he  ought  to  have 
over  that  government  to  which  his  rishti 
and  interests  are  entrusted.    The  nio£  of 
appropriii^on  specified  in  this  resoiotion. 
takes  away  even  the  ground  of  that  oppo- 
sition— ^for  idthough  parliament  is  to  have 
the  disposal  and  expenditure  of  this  re- 
venue, yet  as  the  settlement  proposes  that 
the  colonies  shall,  by  a  particular  reveoiie^ 
make  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
tfieir  own  government,  and  specifies  that 
the  general^revenue  which  shall  be  raised 
is  for  the  common  defence, — ^do  part  of 
this  money  so  raised  can  be  applied  by 
parliament  so  as  to  destroy  that  controul  I 
which  they  so  much  contend  for.     The 
misap|>lication  of  that  4|  per  cent,  whichj 
was  raised  for  the  public  service  and  coosd 
mon  defence,  to  purposes  totally  fordjnj 
and  alien  to  diat  end^  has  ever  lel^  in  tSe] 
minds  of  the  colonists  a  suspicion  which  has' 
stood  in  the  way  of  all  propositions  madeJ 
for  raising  any  general  revenue :  but  thill 
rescdution  totally  removes  every  ground  on 
sutoh  suspicion,  and  leads  to  matters  worthy, 
of  the  attention  of  those  who  nmy  have  the: 
carnring  it  into  execution. 

Upon  these  grounds  it  is,  Sir,  thatS! 
aldioujf^  the  propositions  contained  in  dna 
resolution  may  not  cpme  into  direct  n^o* 
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dadoD ;  snd  althoagfa  ihey  do  not  contiin 
aH  tbaf  I  do  suppose  negocUtioii  will  lead 
to,  yei  coDtaining  all  that  'tis  possible 
could  be  proposed  in  the  present  state  of 
tfie  business,  I  do  believe  that  they  will 
finally  open  the  way  to  recon^Diation  and 
pesce^  and  as  such  I  haVe  given  xny  sup- 
port, snd  do  give  my  most  hearty  consent 
10  them* 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  congrat^ate  my 
MeDds,  and  I  congratulate  the  publicy 
upon  the  motion  which  the  noble  lord  has 
Bowproduced.  He,  who  has  been  hitherto 
iBTiolence  and  war,  is  now  treading  back 
Ui  iteps  to  peace.  I  congratulate  my 
fiieads  and  the  public  on  those  measures 
vliich  have  produced  this  effect  It  if 
Bov  leen  what  the  eflS^cts  are  which  a  firm 
lod  a  spirited  qpposkion  wiU  produce ;  it 
ii  die  opposition  which  has  been  made  in 
thii  House,  although  ine&ctual  to  oppose 
the  messures  of  ministers,  whilst  thev  were 
riesaed  to  be  violent,  yet  has  had  that  ef- 
fect, that  they  now  find  it  their  interest 
aad  their  safety  to  be  otherwise.  Tlie 
BoUe  lord  has  receded  from  his  proposi- 
tioD  ofvi^Jence— h^  begun  (I  mean  if  he 
iinneere)  to  listen  to  reason ;  and,  if  the 
tjnne  ipint  of  opposition  continues  to  re- 
Mtnolence,  and  to  support  the  liberties 
lod  rights  of  the  colonies,  he  will  grow 
tveiv  day  more  and  more  reasonable. 
He  baa  quoted,  as  an  authority,  the  coo- 
^  of  nations  towards  each  other ;  that, 
ia  the  ootaet  of  their  demands,  they  claim 
nore  than  they  are  willing  to  accept ;  the 
Boble  lord  has  done  the  same,  and,  1  dare 
•y,  will  in  a  future  day  be  as  ready  to  re- 
cm  from  what  he  has  now  proposed,  as 
he  hsB  BOW  been  humble  enough  to  give 
V  vhat  he  bdfore  so  strenuously  defended. 
IiSTthis  upon  the  supposition. that  the 
poble  lord  is  sincere ;  but  I  cannot  beKeve 
^  Besides  the  opposition  which  his  lord- 
^  found  obstructing  his  way,  he  felt, 
^  even  his  friends  and  allies  began  to 
grow  abck  towards  the  vigour  of  his  mea- 
iva ;  be  was  therefore  forced  to  look  out 
f»  aome  propositions  that  might  still  in- 
ioct  them  to  tto  on  with  him,  and  that 
Bight,  if  possible,  persuade  the  Americans 
to  tmat  their  rights  to  his  candour  and  jus- 
^  What  he  has  now  proposed  to  you, 
w  accordingly  carry  two  faces  on  its 
^  first  appearance.  To  the  AmericaniT, 
m  to  those  who  are  unwilling  to  proceed 
^the  extremes  (^  violence  against  them, 
h^  holds  out  negociation  and  reconcilia- 
^  To  those  who  have  engaged  with 
Kb  on  condition  that  he  will  support  the 


supremacy  of  this  country  unhnpaired,  the 
proposition  holds  out  a  persuasion  Uiat  he 
never  will  selax  on  that  point :  but,  Sir, 
his  friends  see  that  he  is  relaxing,  and  the 
committee  sees  that  they  are  all  reedy  to 
withdraw  from  under  his  standard.  No 
one  in  this  country,  who  is  sincerely  for 
peace,  will  trust  the  speciousness  of  hiJa 
expressions,  and  the  Americans  will  re* 
ject  them  with  disdain. 

Mr.  JenHruon.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  has  amon^  other  objec« 
tions  stated,  that  the  proposition  now  made 
to  you  is  a  total  change  of  measures,  and 
is  totally  new.  Sir,  it  is  so  far  from  a 
change  of  measures,  that  it  makes  part  of 
those  very  measures  in  which  the  House 
engaged  itself  when  it  presented  the  kite 
A&ress  to  his  Majesty.  It  speaks  out  as 
to  what  indulgence  was  held  out  and  pro» 
mised,  and  it  speaks  out  as  to  the  grcAind 
on  which  that  indulgence  can  be  granted. 
It  lays  down  as  a  rule  at  .the  foundation, 
that  every  part  of  the  empire  must  bear 
its  share  to  the  common  aefence ;  and  aa 
to  the  mode  by  which  the  provinces  and 
colonies  may  contribute  their  share,  it 
leaves  that  to  the  very  course  which  their 
principles  have  always  claimed  it  ought  to 
go  in.  But  it  does  it,  Sir,  in  a  way  that 
maintains  and  supports  the  supremacy  of 
parliament.  The  terms  on  which  this* 
agreement  is  to  be  established,  must  have 
the  sanction  of  parliament,  the  revenue 
raised  must  be  at  the  disposal  of  parlia- 
ment. Sir,  thb  is  so  far  from  being  a  pro- 
position new  at  this  day,  that  ft  is  the  very 
proposition  which  Mr.  Grenville  made  to 
the  colonies  the  year  before  he  brought 
forward  the  measure  of  the  Stamp  Act : 
and,  would  the  colonies  at  any  time  have 
come  forward,  and  proposed  any  measures 
in  this  line  of  common  service^  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  would,  1  believe,  at 
all  times  have  been  ready  to  listen  to  them. 
If  there  be  any  thing  new  in  this  proposi- 
tion, it  is  that  it  speaks  out  explicitly  and 
definitely ;  and,  it  the  colonies  reject  it,  it 
leaves  them  without  excuse  in  the  eyes  of 
all  mankind. 

Mr.  fVeUffjre  EUU.  At  all  times,  Sir, 
when  I  rise  to  speak  in  this  House,  I  do  it 
with  a  diffidence  of  my  own  opinion,  but 
more  so  on  the  present  occasion,  as  I  am 
aRraid  I  shall  not  only  differ  from  my 
friends,  but  perhaps  from  every  man  in 
this  House.  I  am  extremely  aorry  to  dif- 
fer from  the  noble  lord.  It  is  m>m  the 
sincere  opinion  I  have  of  his  abilities  and 
integrity,  not  from  any  fear  of  Us  power. 
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But,  Sir,  on  the  present  occaaton,  the  pro- 
position which  is  now  made  to  you,  is  so 
directly  contrary  to  my  idea  of  the  Ad- 
dress, as  I  agreed  to  it,  that  I  cannot,  con- 
aistent  with  the  opinion  I  then  gave,  ac- 
cede to  it.  Sir,  I  was  in  hopes  to  find, 
and  in  any  measure  that  I  can  agree  to,  I 
must  expect  to  meet  with,  as  the  first  step 
in  ^he  business,  an  express  and  definitive 
acxnowledgraent  from  the  Americans,  of 
our  supremacy.  Without  that  point  first 
aettlea,  I  can  neither  receive  nor  consent  to 
any  other  proportions.  If  I  ask  myself 
whether  the  present  resolution  expresses  the 
meaning  of  the  Address ;  I  certainly  must 
answer  uo.  If  I  am  called  upon  as  a  gen- 
tleman to  say  whether  it  does  or  not,  I 
must,  as  a  gentleman,  upon  my  honour, 
declare  that  t  think  it  does  noL  So  &r, 
therefore,  as  I  have  pledged  my  opinion  in 
that  Address,  I  fina  myself  as  a  >man  of 
honour  bound  to  oppose  this  proposition. 
But  my  mode  of  conceiving  things  can  be 
no  rule  to  other  persons ;  and  I  own  that  I 
do  not  wish  to  impose  my  opinion  upon 
any  otiier  person  whatever.  1  wish  not  to 
influence  any  other  person.  Having  there- 
fore said  thus*  much  to  explain  and  justify 
my  own  conduct,  I  think  the  best  thing  I 
can  do  is  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  Adam  spoke  against  the  resolution, 
upon  the  ground  of  its  waving,  if  it  did  not 
give  up,  the  supremacy. 

Mr.  Cornwall  explamed  the  nature  of 
the  supremacy,  and  shewed  how  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  was  not  only  consistent 
with  it,  but  the  best  and  wisest  measure, 
as  a  measure  of  finance.  He  confirmed 
what  his  right  hon.  relation  had  said  as  to 
its  being  no  new  proposition,  but  haying 
been  formerly  maoe  by  Mr.  GrenviUe.^ 

Mr.  T.  Tonmuhend  replied  to  Mr.  Corn- 
waU. 

Mr.  Ackland.  It  is.  Sir,  with  the  great- 
est diffidence  I  ri^e  to  deliver  my  senti- 
ments^ on  this  occasion  to  the  House. 
Astonished  at  propositions  I  so  little  ex- 
pected, I  rise  to  beg  permission  of  the 
House,  to  make  the  following  motion: 
That  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair.  I 
am  prompted  to  it  by  a  conviction,  that 
the  propositions  laid  before  the  House,  by 
the  noble  lord,  can,  on.  the  principles  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  produce 
no  cood  consequences ;  on  the  principles 
of  the  gentlemen  of  this  side,  must  pro- 
duce many  bad  ones.  Sir,  I  have  sup- 
ported administration  on  every  American 
step  they  have  taken  during  the  session, 
b^SHye  I  approved  them;  and  as.  long  as 


I  continued  to  appiove  them,  I  aboubl 
have  continued  to  support  them.  But,  Sir, 
I  cannot  approve  this  measure,  and  there* 
fore  beg  to  make  the  above  motion. 

Mr.  DundaSf  scdicitor  general  of  Scot- 
land, spoke  in  very  strong  'terms,  to  mark 
the  contradiction  of  the  present  measure 
to  the  Address,  and  to  every  other  mea- 
sure to  which  he  had  ffiven  his  consent : 
declared  that  he  could  never  accede  to 
any  concessions  whatever,  which  he  under- 
stood this  to  be,  until  the  Americans  did^ 
in  direct  terms,  acknowledge  the  absdnia 
supremacy  of  this  countiy;  much  leaa 
could  he  consent  to  such  concesaioM^ 
while  they  were  in  arms  gainst  it. 

Sir  Gubert  EUiot.  The  debate  haa 
taken  a  different  turn  firom  any  that  I 
could  have  conceived;  and  gentlemen 
have  taken  up  ideas  so  contrary  to  every 
thing  contained  in  the  motion,  that  I  owa 
I  cannot  but  wish  to  explain  it,  as  I  under* : 
stand  it  to  be ;  not  only  as  it  stands  in  tbe 
present  resolution,  but  as  I  conceive  it  Xm 
be  a  part  of  a  measure  already  entered 
into.  The  Address  to  his  Majesty,  in 
consequence  of  our  considering  the  pa- 
pers, contained,  in  the  sense  in  whicji  I 
agreed  to  it,  two  correspondent  lines  of 
conduct.  With  force  to  repress  those  that 
were  in  rebellion,  with  the  protection  of 
this  country  to  defend  those  who  were  act« 
ing  under  the  authority  of  it,  to  estabiiak 
the  government,  and  to  enforce  the  )a«f 
of  tms  countiy  in  the  colonies,  was  one 
line  of  that  conduct.  You  have  addresaed ; 
his  Majesty  to  enforce  all  those  meaaurea 
that  were  necessary  to  carry  this  into  e& 
feet.  Youhave augmented  your  forces  both 
by  sea  and  land ;  you  have  raised  money 
for  this  purpose ;  you  have  proceeded  to 
measures  or  restriction,  and  are  in  a  way 
to  proceed  still  further  in  that  course ;  in 
the  whole  of  which,  nothing  is  looked  X» 
but  the  support  and  establi^ment  of  the 
suoreme  authority  of  this  country.  The ' 
otner  line,  whose  direction  is  concurrent 
and  concomitant  with  this,  has  been  the 
holding  out  a  promised  indulgence  to  thiiffe 
who  will  do  their  duty  towards  this  coun- 
try. In  an  address,  you  can  only  state 
this  in  general  and  vague  terms.  Tou 
could  not  without  taking  it  up  as  a  parti- 
cular point  of  consideration,  and  as  a  par- 
ticular measure,  express  yourselves  in  an 
explicit  and  definitive  manner  to  that  point. 
Wnile  you  are  going  on  with  the  one  part 
of  this  united  measur,e,  will  you  stop  snort 
in  this,  to  which  you  have  pledged  both 
your  honour  and  humanity  {    Sir,  so  fif 


JBS]    frr  eaHeUkHng  the  D^girmces  mUh  Amriotu^     A.  D.  lt75« 


[SM 


ftom  the  netme  noir  proposed  being 
amtzadietorT  to^  or  incomifteDt  with  the 
oAer,  the  fwm  on  which  you  sat  out,  at 
liKopeiiiDgofthisbusniefls,  would  be  de* 
ftetife,  would  be  nnjust,  without  it. 
Wlub,  therefore)  yoo  are  meintaimng  the 
Ktbority  of  this  country,  and  tiiat  with 
aeanrres  of  force^  forget^ not  your  hu- 
mnityand  your  policy.  Each  propoai- 
tioD  is  to  me  but  part  of  one  measure ; 
nd,  ai  part  of  a  measure  which  I  have 
tppreved  in  the  whole,  I  must  give  my 
eootenttoiL 

Colond  BarrS.  How  this  new  scheme 
ofiettiDgthe  Americans  tax  themselves, 
ctercame  into  die  noble  lord's  head,  I 
cumot  conceive.  Whether  it  be  the  ge- 
home  product  of  his  own  new  wisdom  and 

eji  or  whether  it  arises  from  prodi« 
I  cunninj^;  whether  from  advice 
isfanynew  friends,  or  springs  from  the 
mocUiip  of  old  enemies,  is  impeosible  to 
cnceife.  By  what  I  can  collect,  it  is  not 
ftely  to  gaio  him  any  new  fHends  from 
dtt  side  the  House;  and  I  should  have 


tiboQglit  it  was  going  to  lose  him  several 
fiieDdi  from  that  side,  had  not  the  right 
!ko.(^deman  who  spoke  last,  risen  to 
|kit&  When  that  gentleman  pleases  to 
l«ttrt  his  eloqueDce,  there  is  something  so 
fMierlul,  so  persuading,  so  leading  in  it, 
Att  those  who  were  in  doubt,  become  im- 
vHiateiy  convinced.  His  opinion,  when- 
tver  explicitly  given,  becomes  like  a  stan- 
M,  under  which  even  troops  which  have 
tamed  their  backs,  may  be  rallied  and 
tnNight  again  to  their  ranks;  and,  not- 
IvithiandiDg  what  we  may  have  thought 
^*MBe  few  moments  ago,  we  shall  yet  see 
iiH  the  troops  reconciled  to  the  march 
^  are  to  make.  And  I  begin  now  to 
^  that  whatever  may  be  the  various 
|Dubt8,  the  opinions  and  speeches,  on  dif- 
faent  Bides,  when  we  come  to  a  division, 
J  believe  the  use  of  a  standard  in  this 
floQse  Will  be  seen,  ih  that  there  will  be 
ttoely  any  diHerence  in  numbers  of  those 
^  have  mtherto  divided  on  either  side, 
m  though  the  noble  lord's  new  motbn 
^  canse  no  new  divisions  amongst  us 
^^  vet  it  is  founded  on  that  wretched, 
**^i  mameful,  abominable  maxim  which 
2^  predominated  in  every  measure  of  our 
Me  mimsier,  divide  ei  ifnpera.  This  is  to 
*n^  the  Amedcans ;  this  is  to  break 
■w  associations,  to  dissolve  that  gene- 
*<M8  union  in  which  the  Americans,  as 
••  man,^  stand  in  defence  of  their  rights 
■d  liberties.  If  you  are  so  weak  as  to 
•*"gme,  from  any  thing  which  that  sin- 


I  oerd^  associatod  band  of  ministers  can 
find  m  their  own  hearts,  you  can  believe 
that  the  Americans  are  so  foolish  or  so 
base  to  each  other,  you  will  be  deceived. 
They  are  not  such  gudgeons  as  to  be 
caught  by  such  a  foolish  bait.  But  the 
noble  lord  does  not  expect  it  wiU  be  ac- 
cepted ;  it  is  meant  only  to  propose  somer 
thing  specious,  which  he  knows  the  Ame- 
ricans will  refuse ;  and,  therefore,  offers  to 
call  down  tenfold  more  vengeance  on  their 
devoted  heads,  rendered  thus  ten  times 
more  odious,  by  refusing  such  fair,  such 
reasonable,  such  just,  such  wise,  and  such 
humane  offers :  but  neither  will  this  snare 
succeed. 

Lord  North,  I  agree,  Sir,  that  it  is 
very  probable  the  propositions  contained 
in  this  resolution  may  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  Americans  in  general :  the  resolution 
certainly  does  not  go  to  all  their  claims ; 
it  is  however  just,  humane  and  wise ;  «and 
those  in  America  who  are  lust,  who  are 
wise,  and  who  are  serious,  will,  1  believe^ 
think  it  well  worthy  their  attention.  The 
ffentleman  has  charged  me  with  mean, 
low,  and  foolish  policy,  in  grounding  my 
measures  on  that  maxim  divida  et  tmpera. 
.Is  it  foolish,  is  it  mean,  when  a  people, 
heated  and  misled  by  evil  councils,  are 
running  into  unlawful  combinations,  to  hold 
out  those  terms  which  will  sift  the  reason- 
able from  the  unreasonable;  that  will  dis- 
tinguish those  who  act  upon  principle, 
from  those  who  wish  only  to  profit  of  the 
general  confusion  f  If  propositions  that 
the  conscientious  and  the  prudent  will  ac- 
cept, will  at  the  same  time  recover  them 
from  under  the  influence  and  fascination 
of  the  wicked,  I  avow  the  using  that  prin- 
ciple which  will  thus  divide  the  good  trora 
the  bad,  and  give  support  to  the  friends  of 
peace  and  good  government.  A  right 
Hon.  gentleman  who  always  speaks  and 
acts  like  a  man  of  honour,  and  when  he 
differs  from  his  friends  does  it  like  a  man 
of  honour,  thinks  that  according  to  the 
sense  in  which  he  understood  the  Addre^ 
that  the  propositions  now  proposed  by  me, 
totally  deviate  and  depart  from  it ;  I  wiH 
beg  leave  to  refer  that  gentleman  to  the 
explicit  language  which  I  held  when  I 
proposed  the  Address :  was  it  not  precisely 
almost  literally  the  same  as  what  I  now 
propose?  I  can  even  refer  to  my  very 
words  as  being  the  same.  I  will  appeal  to 
the  House,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I 
explain  the  idea  of  the  indulgence  which 
the  Address  held  out  and  promised ;  and 
having  held  out  and  ^promised  such  in- 
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diilgeiioe»  if  I  had  not  foDoired  it  by  some 
propotitioDS  which  were  open,  explicit, 
find  deSnitiTe,  I  mi^ht  indeed  have  been 
charged  with  throwing  oat  deceptiona  to 
'gentteqoen  here,  and  wiUi  laying  a  snare 
for  our  fellow-subjects  in  America.  What- 
ever may  be  the  reception  these  propo- 
sitions shall  meet  with,  I  fed  that  I  have 
done  my  duty  fairly  and  consistently. 

Mr.  Edmund  Bu^ke  declared  he  came 
to  the  House  this  day,  upon  the  report  of  a 
change  of  measures,  with  a  full  resolution 
of  supporting  any  thing,  which  might  lead 
in  any  way  towards  conciliation ;  but  that 
he  found  the  proposition  altogether  in- 
sidious in  its  nature,  and  therefore  pur* 
posely  rendered  to  the  last  degree  obscure 
and  perplexed  in  its  language.  Instead  of 
being  at  all  fitted  to  pr^uce  peace,  it  was 
calculated  to  increase- the  disorders  and 
confusions  in  America ;  and,  therefore,  he 
never  could  consent  to  it.  He  readily  ad- 
mitted, that  the  proposition  was  a  contra* 
diction  to  every  thing  that  parliament  had 
declared;  a  shameful  prevarication  in  mi- 
jiisters ;  and  a  mean  departure  from  every 
declaration  they  had  made.  He  was  how- 
ever willins  to  purchase  peace  by  any  hu- 
miliation of  ministerSf  ana,  by  what  was  of 
more  moment,  even  by  the  humiliation  of 
parliament.  But  the  measure  was  mean 
indc^,  yet  not  at  all  conciliatory.  The 
mode  of  argument,  on  the  side  of  adminis- 
tration, he  said,  was  the  most  ridiculous 
that  ever  had  been  known  in  parliament 
They  attempted  to  prove  to  one  side  of 
the  House,  that  the  measure  was  a  con- 
cession ;  and  to  the  other,  that  it  was  a 
strong  assertion  of  authority— just  on  the 
ailly  principle  of  the  Tea  Act,  which  to 
Great  Britain  was  to  be  a  duty  of  supply, 
to  the  Americans  a  tax  of  reeulation.  lie 
was  .equally  surprised,  he  said,  by  another 
extraordinary  phsnoroenon.  Up  to  this 
day,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  Ame- 
rican debates,  the  ministry  had  daily  and 
hourly  denied  their  having  any  sort  of 
contest  about  an  American  revenue :  that 
the  whole  was  a  dispute  for  obedience  to 
trade  laws,  and  to  the  general  legislative 
authority.  Now  they  turned  short;  and 
to  console  our  manuracturers  and  animate 
our  soldiers,  they  told  them  for  the  first 
time,  **  the  dispute  is  put  on  its  true  foot- 
ing, and  the  grand  contest  is,  not  for 
empty  honour,  but  substantial  revenue.'' 
But  manufacturers  and  soldiers,  said  he, 
will  not  be  so  jsonsoled  or  so  animated ; 
because  the  revenue  is  as  much  an  empty 
nhantoqo,,  as  the  honour ;  and  the  whole 


adieme  of  the  resdotion  is  oppressive, 
surd,  impractiad^,  and  what,  indeed,  tiw 
ministers  confess  die  Americana  will  DOt 
Bccept ;  nay,  what  they  own  America 
alreaidy  rejected.  It  is  oppressive; 
cause  It  was  never  the  comphdnt  of  tiie 
Americans- that  the  mode  of  taxation  was 
not  left  to  themselves ;  but  that  neidier  Hie 
amount  and  quantum  of  the  grant,  nor  the 
amlication,  was  in  their  firee  dMMoew 
This  was  their  coniplaint,  and  their  eook^ 
plaint  was  just,  what  else  is  it  to  be 
taxed  by  act  of  parliament  in  which  tibey 
are  not  represented,  but  for  parliament  to 
settle  the  proportion  of  the  payment,  and 
the  application  of  the  money  ?  This  Is  the 
purport  oi  the  present  resolotion.  If  aa 
act  of  parliament  compelled  the  ci^  of 
Amsterdam,  to  raise  an  hundred  thooaaad 
pounds,  is  not  Amsterdam  as  eflfectoaBy 
taxed  withoot  its  consent,  as  if  dnties  to 
that  amount  were  laid  upon  that  dty  ?  To 
leave  them  the  mode  may  be  of  some  ease 
as  to  the  collection ;  but  it  is  nothii^  to 
the  freedom  of  granting ;  in  whic^  the  ci^ 
lonies  are  so  far  from  being  relieved  by 
this  resolution,  that  their  condition  is  to 
be  ten  times  worse  than  ever.  I  conteod, 
that  it  is  a  far  more  oppressive  mode  of 
taxing  than  that  hitherto  used :  for  heia 
no  determinate  demand  is  made.  The  oo* 
lonies  are  to  be  held  in  durance  bjrtroopl, 
fleets,  and  armies,  until,  singly  and  sepa- 
rately, they  shaU  do— what  i — Until  t&ef 
shall  oifer  to  contribute  to  i^  service  wbka 
they  cannot  know,  in  a  proportion  which 
they  cannot  guess,  on  a  standard  whidi 
they  are  so  ftr  from  bebg  able  to  ascer- 
tain, that  parliament  whi^  is  to  h<M  itt 
has  not  ventured  to  hint  what  it  is  tfaej 
expect.  They  are  to  be  held  priaon^ns  of 
war,  unless  they  consent  io  a  ransom,  I19 
bidding  at  an  auction  against  each  othea 
and  against  themselves,  ontil  the  King  and 
parliunent  shall  strike  down  the  bammer, 
and  say  '<  enough."* 

This  species  of  auction,  to  be  termioatedi 
not  at  the  discretion  of  the  bidder^  but  al 
the  will  of  the  soverei^  power,  is  a  kind 
of  absurd  tyranny,  which  I  challenge  Che 
ministers  to  produce  any  example  of,  ia 
the  practice  of  this  or  of  any  other  natioOi 
The  conduct  the  most  like  this  method  el 
setting  the  colony  assemblies  1^  guessiikg 
what  contribution  may  be  most  agreeaUa 
to  us  in  some  future  tune,  was  the  tyranaj 
of  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  having  IbtgoC  a 
dream,  ordered  the  assemblies  of  his  wiss 
men,  on  pain  of  death,  not  only  to  inter* 
pret  his  dream,  but  to  tell  him  wiiat  hii 
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dream  was.  To  set  the  impracticabSity 
nd  absurdity  of  this  scheme  in  the  stronger 
Jkbty  I  ask,  in  case  an.  assembly  makes  an 
sfier  which  should  not  be  thought  suffi- 
cieot  by  parliament^  Is  not  the  business  to 
go  badi;  again  tp  America?  and  so  on 
iwckwards  and  forwards  as  often  as  the 
o&r  is  displeasinff  to  parliament  ?  and, 
ibofli  instead  of  (M>taiining  peace  by  this 
proposition^  all  our  distractions  will  be  en- 
creaied  tenfold,  and  continue  for  erer.  It 
is  nidi  indeed,  by  the  minister,  that  this 
Mheme  will  disunite  the  colonies*  Tricks 
in  goremment  have  sometimes  been  sue- 
eeml ;  but  neverj  when  they  are  known» 
avowed,  and  hackneved.  The  Boston 
Port  BiQ  was  a  declared  cheat,  and  accord- 
ingljfir  from  succeedine ;  it  was  the  very 
m  thing  that  united  all  the  cdonies 
ijniiMt  OS,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia* 
lae  idea  of  deducting  the  value  of  goods 
lopposed  to  be  taken  by  the  colonists,  be* 
cave  we  sold  cheap,  at  a  time  when  we 
did  not  suflfer  tke  colonies  to  make  a  trial, 
and  by  such  arithmetic  to  deduce  the  pro- 
priety of  their  paying  in  nearly  an  equal 
profMrtion^  with  the  people  of  England, 
«ii  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  the  policy 
ttd  the  argument  of  this  profound  project. 
I  strongly  protest  agamst  any  scheme, 
vldcb  shall  begin  by  any  mode  of  extorting 
levenue.  Every  benent,  natural  or  poli- 
tical, must  be.  had  in  the  order  of  things, 
pod  in  its  proper  season.  Bevenue  from 
A  iree  people  must  be  the  consequence  of 

Cioe,  pot  the  condition  on  whicti  it  is  to 
obtained.  If  we  attempt  to  invert  this 
otder,  we  shall  have  neither  peace  nor  re- 
veaue.  If  we  are  resolved  to  eat  our 
fnpes  crude  and  sour,  instead  of  obtain- 
ing nourishment  from  them,  we  shall  not 
odIj  set  an  edge  on  our  own  teeth,  but  on 
me  of  our  posterity  for  ever.  I  am 
tberefore  for  tne  reconsideration  of  the 
Resolution  until  it  can  be  brought  to  some 
^reement  with  common  sense. 
•  Mr.  Dunning  assured  the  House  that  he 
bad  been  much  alarmed  for  the  noble  lord 
(North)  in  the  course  of  the-  day,  for 
uougfa  the  noble  lord  had  been  actually 
.five  times  on  his  legs,  yet  all  his  eloquence 
ieemed  thrown  away,  and  his  authority  on 
die  Doint  of  losing  its  weight  Young 
VMBoers  and  old,  nay  even  the  known 
pWanx  of  ministerial  supporters,  seemed 
tototter,  and  it  appeared  to  him,  as  if  it 
wasj^oing  to  be,  ^  to  your  tents,  O  Israel  ;** 
but  in  the  moment  of  the  noble  lord's  dis- 
ti<ess,  when  all  his  own  eloquence,  all  his 
Acknowledged  authority  seemed  lost,  a 
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gentleman  of  great  abilities  arose,  (sir  G.- 
Elliot) but  he  was  too  wise  to  waste'  his 
eloquence,  he  did  not  attempt  to  argue, 
but  with  great  good  sense,  he  warned  the 
party  not  to  divide  among  themselves.  -  I 
saw,  said  Mr.  Dunning,  the  instantaneoua 
good  effect  of  this  wholesome  admonitioo ; 
no  wit,  no  argument  could  have  had  half 
the  effect ;  it  operated  like  a  charm  ;  and 
though  I  do  not  see  well,  I  could  discern 
from  various  faces,  that  the  minister  waa 
safe,  and  was  rescued  from  the  disgrace  I 
had  be^un  to  apprehend  for  him,  of  being 
in  a  mmority.  He  tlien  shewed  that  the 
new  proposition  was,  indeed,  scandalously 
contradictory  to  all  the  professions  of  the 
minister,  and  therefore  justified  the  oppo« 
sition  of  the  minister's  old  friend ;  but  for 
his  part,  he  opposed  it,^not  as  being  cond* 
liatory,  whicn  he  wished  it  was,  but  as 
beins  futile  and  treacherous. 

The  Committee  divided :  for  the  Reso- 
lution, 274  ;  agamst  it  88. 

Feb.  27.  The  said  Resolution  being 
reported  to  the  House,  lord  North  moved, 
that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee therein. 

Mr.  Scoti^  after  condemning  the  whole 
sptem  of  colony  administration  for  some 
years  back,  saidf,  that  in  such  a  state  of 
'confusion,  uncertainty,  and  political  ver* 
satility,  he  was  for  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, as  a  basis  to  erect  something  on  here- 
after, which  might  be  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing a  permanent  and  comprehensive 
plan  of  reconciliation. 

Mr.  Adand.  I  hope- the  House  will 
pardon  me,  if  I  beg  their  attention  a  few 
moments^  and  but  for  a  few  moments ;  for 
I  should  make  a  very  ill  return  to  the  fa- 
vourable indulgence  shewn  me  on  a  former 
day,  if  I  presumed  to  trouble  it  long  on 
this.  Uninformed,  unacquainted,  unex- 
pecting  a  preposition  of  so  extraordinary 
a  nature,  as  that  laid  before  us  by  the 
noble  lord  on  that  day,  I  felt  myself  forced 
from  a  seat  of  silence,  which  perhaps  would 
then  have,  and  might  still  better  become 
me;  but  which  I  should  have  thought, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  would  have 
been  shameful  to  have  continued.  After 
having  maturely  considered  the  resolution, 
whether  on  the  principles  of  accommoda- 
tion with  American  demands,  or  of  en- 
forcing; the  authority  of  this  country,  I 
think  It  nugatory  and  humiliating.  Poea 
the, noble  ford  really  think,  that  a  peoplfi 
who  deny  all  ri^ht  of  taxation  will  be  m» 
tisfied  with  havmg  the  mode  of  taxation 
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left  to  them  ?  Does  he  not  think  the  Ame- 
ricans will  feel  themselres  as  effbctiudlj 
pat  under  contribution  as  any  town  or 
country  ever  yet  was,  in  any  state  of  open 
war  ?  Will  he  presume  to  call  that  an 
amicable  plan,  which  asks  for  contribution 
at  the  mouth  of  your  cannon  and  point  of 
your  bayonets !  Sir,  by  holding  out  these 
terms  of  accommodation,  ridiculous  in 
themselves,  and  nugatory  in  their  effect, 
by  making  the  first  offer  to  treat  with  those 
men  you  have  just  declared  rebels,  you  will 
lower  the  dignity  of  this  country  ;  you  will 
bring  your '  government  into  contempt, 
and,  by  the  insult  of  the  offer,  irritate,  not 
appease  that  spirit  which  you  are  now 
about  publicly  to  declare  to  the  whole 
world  you  tremble  to  encounter.  This, 
Sir,  I  am  confident,  is  the  light  the  Ame- 
ricans will  see  it  in;  and  these  are  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  expected  to 
accommodate. 

Before  I  give  my  assent  to  any  measure, 
I  ought  to  inform  myself  what  is  meant  to 
be  founded  on  that  measure,  and  what 
consequences  are  meant  to  be  drawn  from 
it ;  for,  by  these  m,eans  alone  1  can  judge 
*f  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the 
measure.  I  do  not  doubt,  therefore,  that 
the  noble  lord  will  answer  me  with  as  much 
candour,  as  I  shall  ask  with  diffidence. 
Now  the  words  I  would  wish  to  dbaw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  are  these  <•  Ac- 
cording to  the  condition,  circumstances, 
and  situation  of  such  province  for  contri- 
buting their  proportion — shall  be  ap- 
proved.** Sir,  the  questions  I  would  ask 
are,  Is  this  proportion  to  be  annually 
offered  by  the  colonies,  and  annually  re- 
fused or  accepted  by  parliament  ?  Or  is  it 
in  the  first  instance  to  be  settled  for  a  cer- 
tain period  of  years,  or  is  it  to  be  settled 
for  ever  ?  These  questions  demand  a  se- 
rious answer:  in  the  first  case,  you  per- 
petuate the  seeds  of  discord,  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  dispute  that  can  never  end, 
but  in  a  total  convulsion  of  the  British  em- 
pire. In  the  second^  adopting  a  tempo- 
rary expedient,  you' withdraw  your  own 
shoulders  from  a  burthen  you  have  no  re- 
solution to  bear,  leaving  the  great  point 
in  dispute  as  unsettled  as  you  found  it, 
leaving  it  to  arise  at  that  fixed  period, 
whenever  that  period  shall  arrive,  to  be 
the  cause  of  new  quarrels,  and  fr^sh  bloocf- 
shad.  If  you  settle  it  for  ever,  do  con- 
sider what  a  miserable  bargain  you  are 
contending  for.  The  Americans  are  sup- 
posed to  double  in  twenty  years;  it  is  but 
reasonable  to  suppoaei  that  their  wealth 


and  opulence  will  increase  in  proportion ; 
that,  therefore,  what  would  be  a  reasonaUe 
proportion  now,  will,  in  a  few  years,  be- 
come, comparatively  with  their  increased 
wealth,  a  miserable  pittance. 

I  must  here  take  notice  of  an  argument 
the  noble  lord  has  enforced  more  than 
once,  with  gr^t  weight ;  it  is,  that  these 
terms  are  such  as  should  be  offered,  after 
the  most  complete  victory.  For  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  I  will  agree  with  the 
noble  lord,  and  therefore  conclude,  that 
they  are  improper  to  offer  before  the  vic- 
tory. That,  Sir,  which  is  generositj, 
which  is  magnanimity  afler  victory,  ii 
timidity  and  fool  disgrace  before  it 
There  may  be  situations,  in  which  states 
may  be  found,  where  they  cannot,  widioat 
certain  ruin,  acquiesce  even  in  just  claims; 
there  are  situatiotis  too,  in  which  states 
may  grant  more  than  is  asked,  and  give 
more  than  is  desired,  with  honour,  security, 
and  advantage.  The  first  of  these  situa- 
tions precede  great  commotions ;  the  s^ 
cond  succeed  complete  victory.  I  re* 
member.  Sir,  the  Romans,  in  a  war  they 
had  with  the  Italian  states,  granted  them 
when  conquered,  those  privileges  which, 
with  a  firmness  peculiar  to  their  nattoo. 
with  a  firmness  that  led  them  to  uDiversai 
empine,  they  haughtily  refused  them  before 
their  contest. 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say  wint 
confidence  the  people  reposed  in  aoniois* 
tration  before,  but  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say,  that  whatever  it  might  be,  it  is  nov 
entirely  done  away  x  they  no  longer  expect 
to  find  firmness,  resolution  and  unanhnity 
in  the  councils  of  the  King's  servante; 
they  have  seen  them  weak,  irresolute,  dis- 
unanimous.  For  the  reception  these  pro* 
positions  met  with  within  these  walk,  I 
will  appeal  to  the  unequivocal  effects  they 
had  at  their  first  opening,  on  the  merabew 
of  this  House.  I  will  recall  to  the  noble 
lord's  memory,  the  feelings  he  must  ha« 
had,  during  those  awful  moments  in  whidj 
the  common  sense  of  the  House  stood 
amazed  at  the  propositions  that  were  heM 
out  to  her,  when  uncertainty,  surpnw, 
distraction,  were  seated  on  every  counte- 
nance, when  the  doctrine  held  out  to  08» 
was  so  new  and  unheard  of,  so  contrtry 
to  every  principle  we  had  been  thought  to 
adopt,  that  no  men  could  guess  atiheopH 
nion  of  bis  neighbour,  when  those,  who 
had  relied  on  that  firmness,  ^Wch  the 
noble  lord  had  so  often  and  so  P^^^I^J 
pledged,  turned  pale  with  shame  and  dw- 
appointment,  when  within  the  space  »• 
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ieir  avitil  momeDts,  the  dignity  of  go- 
Temment  and  the  honour  of  thw  country, 
were  given  up  for  ever.  Tliat  this  was 
the  iminediale  effect,  1  believe  every  gen- 
tieiB&n  who  hears  me  and  was  present  on 
tint  very  extraordinary  day  must  admit. 
I  bave  expressed  myself  warmly,  I  felt 
ifid  do  sUU  feelilsy  disappointment  warmly ; 
I  estimated  die  noble  lord's  public  wisdom, 
prttdeaoe,  and  above  all  his  political  reso- 
IstisD,  at  as  high  a  rate  as  1  honoured, 
aoil  do 'still  honour,  those  private  virtues 
whicb  adorn  his  character,  and  which 
shioe  ilhistriously  pure  amidst  a  licentious 
lod  a  dissipated  age. 

Iwfll  address  a  ftw  words  to  the  ho- 
neonble  lord,  and  have  done ;  I  will  tell 
liim  tiiat  decision  and  resolution,  even 
vheir  employed  to  but  indifierent  purposes, 
raider  their  possessor  respectable;  I  will 
ipeak  with  tenderness,  I  wiU  not  tell  the 
loble  lord  what  effect,  even  with  the  best 
iDteotions,  the  contrary  qualities  will  have. 
I  viil  conclude  with  telling  the  noble  lord, 
tfaatif  be  adopts  a  decided  line  of  conduct, 
be  viU  have  decided  friends,  aad  lie  may 
fM  stand  OB  fima  ground ;  but  that  if  he 
cMtioues  to  wav«r  between  both«  he  will 
fall  to  the  grouod  unsupported  by  either. 

Mr.  TemfU  LuHreU.  Sir,  upon  a  for- 
Btr  occasion  I  presumed  to  state  a  few  of 
ny  leBtiments  to  the  House,  relative  to 
tiiewar  impending  over  the  Americans, 
^KcsBse  I  was  sure  I  could  not  answer  it 
to  my  own  feelings,  I  thought  I  could  not 
astver  it  to  my  country,  had  I  neglected 
at  the  very  earliest  moment  that  might 
Ar,  to  declare  my  utter  abhorrence  of 
tiioie  unconstitutional,  arbitrary,  and  dia- 
bolical projecta,  devised  by  his  Majesty's 
nioistera  lor  the  destruetioii  of  that  un- 
bsppy  peeple.  I  flatter  rojwelf  a  certain 
illastrioQs  diaracter  may  soon  be  left  out 
oftbis  opprobrious  list  of  projectors ;  there 
a^ciBs  to  be  a  divine  gleam  €ii  radiance 
coming  round  his  temples :  and  I  foresee 
*bii<st,  if  not  altogether,  as  marvellous 
icooversion  into  the  right  path,  as  that 
*bich  happened  in  days  of  yore  to  the 
gieat  persecutor  of  the  Christian  followers 
^  the  plains  of  Danaascus. 

To  whM  black  storm  in  the  political  fir* 
yPCPt  we  are  indebted  for  tliis  sudden 
^^™fec»  I»  Sir»  MOve  w  too  contracted  a 
l^m  te  discover';  but  the  noble  lord 
^  tdlowne  to  tender  him  my  hearty 
^■jfnitulatioiis,  that  he  is  at  length  awa- 
aowg  to  that  deaottDcy,  and -to  that  jus- 
^  vhich  wiH  best  agree  with  the  innate 
teperof  his  heart.    TtaereisaloQgliiie 


of  statesmen  seated  in  firm  array  not  far 
from  your  chair,  who  have,  ever  since  the 
birth  of  this  parliament,  uniformly  shrunk 
(and  I  am  sure  their  consciences  always 
must  shrink,  wliatsoever  their  politics  or 
their  eloquence  may  do)  from  the  great 
American  question ;  they  have  wished  to 
defer  to  the  latest  hour  possible,  all  dis- 
cussion of  this  critical  topic,  in  hopes,  as 
they  term  it,  to  learn  what  is  actually 
doing  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. ' 
Sir,  I  can  inform  them ;  there  rises  not  a 
sun  in  that  hemisphere,  but  sets  to  such 
additional  grievances  and  outcries,  as  the 
most  soothing  future  concessions,  the  roosC 
exemplary  future  sacrifices  on  your  party 
will  scarce  b^  able  to  atone  for. 

However  grating  to  the  ears  of  some 
individuals  l^e  subject  may  be,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  to  affirm,  that  these  measures 
of  compelling  the  Americans  by  force  of 
arms  to  acknowledge  the  paramount  and 
unlimited  authority  of  parliament,  in  the 
taxation  of  their  property,  a  property 
created  by  their  faculties,  and  by  their 
industry,  are  not  just,  not  politic,  not  prac- 
ticable, but  a  traitorous  infringement  on 
the  constitution  of  the  colonies,  which 
rests  upon  the  same  fundamental  princi- 
ples that  uphold  the  property  and  uphold 
the  franchises  6S  every  native  of  this  island. 

Sir,  I  ever  will  contend,  that  the  united 
parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland  can« 
not  legally  impose  a  tax  on  the  subjects 
in  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominiona^ 
without  the  consent  of  such  subjects, 
either  by  themselves  in  person,  or  by  their 
representatives,  iiet  the  champions  of 
despotism  avail  themselves  of  all  their 
knowledge  and  sophistry,  1  will  venture  to 
maintain  this  proposition,  not  arrogantly 
presuming  on  my  talents  or  skill  to  ma- 
nage it,  but  OH  its  own  clear  intrinsic 
merits,  and  the  conviction  that  to  every 
diflimssienate  mind  must  naturally  resuk 
from  itM  investigation.  The  coercion  pro- 
posed militates  against  the  privileges  of 
all  emigrants  of  their  description,  from  the 
time  of  tlie  patriarchal  disjunctions  to  this 
day ;  emigrants  who  carried  with  them  (as 
their  peno^e^)  pertain  inherent  rights  na- 
tural to  maoKind,  immutable  and  unalien- 
able ;  confirmed  to  them  for  an  heritage, 
by  that  blessed  constitution  pf  Saxon  con- 
texture under  which  they  were  born. 
Laws  established  on  first  necessity  and  im- 
potence between  them  and  the  present 
state,  either  by  express  or  tacit  assent, 
were  not  of  an  uoivenalyiiidfifiBite  obliga* 
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tioD,  they  were  of  a  Bduciary  nature, 
adapted  to  the  comparative  state  of  the 
contracting  parties,  for  the  purpose  of 
temporary  expedience,  and  most  of  course 
▼ary  conformably  to  such  other  relative 
alterations  as  lapse  of  time  and  the  vicis- 
situde  of  human  affiiirs  may  effect.  Acts 
of  parliaments,  or  other  diplomatic  titles, 
may  be  produced  to  shew  a  formal,  and 
perhaps  uncontested  assumption  of  power 
at  some  given  period  of  time,  but  will  not 
€»>ontervail  the  primeval  and  indefeasible 
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meotary  edicts,  and  of  irfiich  no  fena  of 
government  whatever  can  deprive  them. 
Laws  not  founded  on  constitutional  jw- 
tice,  are  in  themsdves  null  aod  void ;  nor 
are  the  makers  of  them  legislators,  but 
usurpers.  A  very  wise  and  learned  writer, 
judge  Blackstone,  has  in  his  Commefisriei 
the  following  passage :  **  If  the  sofereign 
power  advance  with  gigantic  strides  aod 
threaten  desolation  to  a  state,  numkiBd 
wOl  not  be  reasoned  out  of  the  fedingi  of 
humanity,  nor  wfll  sacrifice  their  l&ttj 


rights  of  mankind,  whenever  such  rights   foy  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  thoie  pob- 
m^  .1 1^  .   1  1^         1  #.  ^^  maaims,  whidi  were  originally  ests- 

blished  to  preserve  that  liberty.*' 

If  the  powers  and  pretensions  of  s  few 


Bhail  be  asserted  by  a  clear  major  part  of 
the  community.    On  this  ground,  and  this 


ground  only,  rests  our  spiritual  reform 
under  Harry  the  8th,  and  that  most  glo- 
ribus  of  all  civil  revolutions — the  Revolu- 
tion by  which  James  2  lost  the  throne 
of  these  realms.  Those  gentlemen  who 
plead  for  the  omnipotence- of  parliaments, 
and  the  infdilibility  of  their  codes,  should 
advert  to  the  many  absurd,  contradictory 
positions  and  doctrines  laid  down  during 
the  contention  of  the  several  pretenders  of 
the  Plantagenet  line,  and  afterwards  of 
the  heiresses  of  the  House  of  Tudor. 

In  fact.  Sir,  your  statutes  of  those  days 
borrowed  too  frequently  their  maxims  and 
complexion  from  whatso^er  brow  might 
happen  to  be  encircled  with  the  regal 
diaaem.  In  the  reign  of  Richard  2,  a 
law  passed  to  transfer  the  power  of  both 
Houses  of  Parilament  to  twelve  barons. 
By  an  aci  under  one  of  the  Henries,  the 
King's  proclamation,  with  the  consent  of 
his  privy-council,  was  thenceforward  to 
carry  with  it  the  force  and  ^cacy  of  a 
law  of  the  land.  And  we  all  know  that 
the  parliament  of  164*1  voted  itself  per- 
petual, never  to  be  dissolved  nor  pro- 
rogued but  by  its  own  consent ;  and  the 
Act  read  by  an  honourable  member  to  the 
committee  on  the  present  Resolution,  and 
which  he  treated  with  so  much  deference, 
because  it  declared  the  people  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  in  a  state  of  revolt,  was 
passed  by  this  immaculate  parliament. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  suppose  (what  in  these 
our  uncorrupt  days  there  can  be  no  rea- 
son to  apprehend)  that  a  statute  should 
be  procured  by  some  future  minister  and 
minion  of  the  sovereign,  vesting  the  whole 
legislative  as  well  as  executive  power  in 
the  crown,  totally  to  abolish  both  Houses 
of  Parliament;  would  such  statute  be 
valid  and  binding  on  the  subject  through- 
out Great  Britam  and  Amenca  ?  All  per- 
sons have  natural  rights—^  free  people 
have  legal  rights,  indepiNidei^t  of  parUa- 


adventurers  and  fugitives,  occupjringaboot 
two  centuries  ago  a  small  comer  of  s 
graceless  desart,  and  possessed  of  aose 
of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  are  to  m* 
certain  the  powers  and  pretensioitt  of 
three  millions  of  people,  spread  o?er  s 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  noney,  and  s 
thousand  leagues  in  circumference,  thef 
may,  with  the  same  justice  and  proprietf, 
be  brought  two  centuries  hence  to  wscex' 
tain  the  rights  and  pretensions  of  90  mil- 
lions, when  the  inhabitants  of  this  diauBO- 
tive  isle  diall  scarce  reach  a  fourth  psrt  of 
that  number:  neither  can  I  own  such  dii- 
parity  in  the  calculation  of  increaie  to  be 
at  all  exaggerated,  if  we  consider  the  va- 
rious drains  from  this  country,  aod  the 
daily  influx  of  persons  of  both  sexes  at  the 
very  meridian  of  life  into  these  inviting 
regions ;  besides,  new  settlera  usually  re- 
strict themselves  to  hunting  and  sgncol- 
ture,  to  toils  which  affinrd  vigour  to  the 
body,  and  enterprise  to  the  mmd.  Tbef 
live  on  plain,  wholesome  diet;  their  pro* 
geny  is  nealdifiil,  and  of  boundleoo  ia- 
crease;  whereas  in  nations  that  have 
reached  their  full  zenith  of  luxury,  the 
mass  of  the  people  are  occupied  at  seden- 
tary arts  and  manufactures,  drawing  bd, 
from  morn  to  eve,  an  impure,  connned 
atmosphere,  or  brooding  over  UDwh<de- 
soine  furnaces :  hence  the  vital  atamna 
are  hurt,  die  appetites  soon  appaled,  the 
spirits  eadly  depressed ;  they  become  en« 
feebled  ere  the  sand  of  their  mortal  glatf 
be  half  run  out;  theur  ofipring  is  aaple« 
and  emasculate. 

America  has  been  loudly  charged  vita 
ingratitude  towards  the  parent  couoft7» 
from  whom  she  received  protectioo  dumf 
the  late  conflict  of  war.  'Tis  not  quite 
clear  how  far  the  balance  of  that  sccoiiot 
is  in  her  disfiivonr :  however,  she  caooit 
be  so  ignorant  of  the  real  spriogs  of  war 
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or  peace,  ta  to  persuade  herself  that  your 
Domeroua  embattled  legiens,  under  tri- 
wnphant  fleets  sent  to  her  coasts,  were 
sipplied  purely  from  motives  of  parental 
flfection,  or  '  sympathetic  benevolence. 
Had>  Sir,  that  vast  territory  been  planted 
widi  Portuguese  scions,  instead  of  those 
from  your  own  stock,  ponderating  as  the 
polittcil  scales  of  Europe  then  were, 
vould  you  not  have  afforded  to  a  people, 
in  their  natural  and  moral  character  as  far 
ffom  ttoisoD  with  yourselves  as  discord  is 
fiom  harmony,  an  equal  supply  of  men 
aod  treasure?  Remember,  Sir,  your 
prowess  at  the  eve  of  that  same  war,  near 
tbe  banks  of  the  Tagus. 

The  love  or  enmity  of  one  people  to 
mother,  cannot  be  estimated  by  their  oc- 
osional  alliances,  compacts,  or  guarantees, 
II 8  bodypolitic.  It  is  but  a  century  ago 
that  oar  English  brigades  served  with  un- 
paralleled ardour  in  the  army  of  that  arch« 
CDemy  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  Lewis 
14  of  France ;  the  execrated  revocator  of 
Ibe  edict  of  Nantz;  the  aspirer  to  uni- 
Teraal  despotism.  We  served.  Sir,  against 
a  people,  whose  tolerance  and  chanty  of 
religioD,  whose  whole  system  and  freedom 
if  goverament  we  at  that  very  time  held 
IB  emulative  veneration ;  a  people  whose 
miitSQce  we  supplicated  and  obtained, 
Ksroe  20  years  sifter,  to  deliver  us  from 
DODsvchiod  tyranny. 

Soch  coercion  was  highly  impolitic,  be- 
cauie  it  isfirom  the  prosperity,  peace,  and 
cooteotinent  of  her  colonies,  that  re- 
lources  of  wealth  and  lanrels  of  honour 
■e  voa  to  a  mother  country.  History 
teaches  ns,  that  populousness  and  affluence 
ire  the  product  of^that  clime  alone,  where 
the  peofJe  may  reap  in  security  a  full 
^eat  of  their  labour ;  where  they  have 
affloeaoe  in  their  leaders  and  governors ; 
vher^  no  exactions  are  inflicted  by  an 
alien  hand ;  where  the  municipal,  if  not 
Ihe  imperial  jurisdiction,  together  with 
te  power  of  levying  taxes,  are  vested  in 
*ilMitQtes  of  their  own  free  choice  or  ap- 
Fobition. 

Thataaying  of  a  despot,  **  Oderint  dum 
uetoant,''  may  be  applicable  to  the  swar- 
%  Kms  of  the  opposite  division  of  the 
t^\  hut,  Sir,  it  will  never  accord  with 
neaentiinents  of  our  brethren  in  America, 
greats  and  violence  used  a^nsl  hearts 
« the  same  sturdy  temper  with  your  own, 
"MBt  induce  the  "most  calamitous  events 
to  both  parties.  There  will  be  seeds  of 
^tti  courace  and  perseverance  found  in 
iheoBe battle  aa  in  tbe  pttier,  with  this 


difference  at  the  onset,  that  the  arm  of 
the  aggrieved  is  usually  braced  to  bolder, 
more  decisive  efforts  ot  rage  and  despair, 
than  that  of  the  aggressor  :  "  Aquilae  non 
generant  columbus.^'  Let  us,  Sir,  rather 
rejoice  that  our  breed  has  not  degene- 
rated ;  that  these  colonists  hdve  a  sense 
of  rational  freedom,  becoming  the  sons  of 
such  high-mettled  progenitors.  Ill  would 
it  answer  your  purpose  to  bring  their 
bodies  under  a  short-Jived  subjection,  and 
to  leave  impressed  upon  their  minds  an 
unabated  rancour  and  aptness  for  revolt. 
Revenge  is  an  unchristian  passion;  yet 
how  rarely  do  we  find  the  human  soul 
possessed  of  a  subllmer  heroism,  without 
Ibis  alloy. 

Neither,  Sir,  am  I  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  the  people  of  whom  I  am 
now  speakinff.  Curiosity  once  led  me  to 
travel  many  hundreds  of  miles  along  their 
flourishing  and  hospitable  provinces.  I 
found  in  most  of  them  the  opartan  tem- 
perance, in  many  the  urbanity  of  Athens ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  base  and  ground- 
less imputations  on  their  spirit,  which  the- 
cankered  tongue  of  prejuaice  and  slander 
has  with  so  licentious  a  virulence  here 
poured  forth  against  them,  they  will,  I  am 
confident,  if  set  to  the  proof,  evince  the 
Roman  magnanimity^  ere  Rome  fell  under 
sceptered  usurpation.  But,  Sir,  if  a  fo- 
reign enemy  should  appear  at  your  gates 
and  you  need  their  assistance,  will  there 
then  be  found  among  them  many  a  Coric« 
lanus  ?  He  stands  single  as  the  prodigy  of 
forgiveness,  in  the  annals  of  a  people 
whose  attachment  tp  their  native  land  was 
carried  to  the  utmost  height  of  enthu« 
siasm.  How  soon  that  foreign  enemy 
may  appear  at  your  gates,  I  know  not. 
Accoraing  to  the  horological  predictions 
of  a  most  enlightened  state  soothsayer, 
we  have  about  seven  years  more  of  pro* 
found  tranquillity  with  the  House  of 
Bourbon  to  trust  to ;  but,  from  the  symp* 
toms  of  our  domestic  distraction,  and  the 
improved  state  of  the  government  and 
finances  of  our  neighbours,  I  should  judge 
it  prudent  to  be  somewhat  better  provided 
than  we  are  at  present  for  an  early  rup-> 
ture ;  not  entirely  to  dismantle  our  ports 
and  our  coasts  of  soldiers  and  seamen, 
sent  to  immolate,  the  martyrs  to  liberty  of 
their  own  flesh  and  blood,  on  the  distant 
continent  of  America- 
It  has  been  made  evident  to  you,  that  a 
defection  of  the  northern  colonies  will 
soon  bring  on  the  complete  ruin  of  your 
West  India  settlements,  which  cannot 
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dsewhere  a£Fordably  provide  themselves 
with  cattle,  lumber,  and  dlvevfi  other  arti-  [ 
cles  requisite  for  the  support  of  a  planta- 
tion. 

Let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  inland  trad- 
ing towns  here  at  home ;  those  large  iron 
founderies  which  used  to  supply  the  an- 
chors of  commerce  and  impll&ments  for 
husbandry  and  the  ingenious  arts>  are  now 
set  at  work  in  moulding  the  sword  and 
the  bayonet  to  enslave  America.  From 
the  former  commissions  there  accrued 
constant  returns  of  profit,  and  nuroberiess 
comforts;  from  the  latter,  what  can  be 
expected  but  poverty,  dejection,  and 
mourning !  Peace  with'  America  will  make 
your  thousands  of  manufacturers  and  arti- 
sans a  thriving,  obedient  people ;  war  with 
America  will  make  them  idle,  profligate, 
and  tumultuary.  In  shorty  the  first  open 
hostilities  committed  by  your  troops  on 
that  continent,  will  realize  to  the  race  of 
man,  from  one  extremity  of  the  earth  to 
the  other,  more  fatal  evils  than  Were  even 
contained  in  tlie  fabled  box  of  Pandora. 

It  is  well  known,  through  melancholy 
observation,  drawn  from  the  fate  of  the 
Assyrian,  JPersian,  and  Roknan  empires, 
that  national  societies,  as  we}l  as  the  indi- 
Tldual  mortals  of  whdm  those  societies  are 
composed,  have  their  non«age,  their  adult 
vigour,  and  their  decline.  Whatsoever 
share  of  indulgence  and  independency 
Great  Britain  shall,  in  this  her  florid  and 
athletic  stage,  generously  bestow  on  her 
rising  colonies,  they  willi  no  doubt,  amply 
repay  to  her  in  some  fature  generation, 
when  she  is  verging  towards  that  aweful 
goal  which  must  close  her  race  of  gloh-y. 

The  militarv  coercion  of  Anherica  will 
be  impracticable.  What  has  been  the  fate 
of  your  famous  Bills  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  the  deceased  parliament?  I 
mean^  Sir,  the  Boston  Port  BiH,  and  the 
Bill  for  altering  the  charter  of  Massachu- 
aet's  Bay.  Aitaerica,  as  an  earnest  <yf  her 
triumph  over  the  fature  labours  for  which 
<snvy  and  malice  tAhy  reserve  her,  has, 
like  another  Hercules  in  the  cradle,  id- 
ready  grappled  with  those  two  serpents 
aent  for  her  destruction.  Neither  shall 
we  be  long  able  to  sustain  the  unhallowed 
war  at  so  remote  a  distance ; — ^unexplored 
desartt,  Vvocd-land  ambuscades,'  latitudes 
to  wllich  few  of  our  soldiery  have  beta 
seasoned  ; — the  soudiem  provinces  scarce 
to  bs  endured  in  the  snaimer  nfontlks^  the 
northern  Isrovinces  not  approadiable  In 
the  winter  season  ;u-ahipwrecks>  petti- 
lonoe»  famine.     The  ilnielenlMi^  iavet^- 
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racv  and  carn^e  of  York  and  Lancaster, 
will  here  be  joined  to  all  the  elementsiy 
hardships  and  maladies  of  a  bigot  crusade. 
Shall  not  such  dreadful  ssras  in  our  earlier 
chronicle,  serve  us  for  beacons  at  this  pe- 
rilous crisis  ?  Those  rash  expeditions,  in- 
deed, undertaken  by  a  few  martial  sealots 
on  misconceived  piety,  began  to  decline 
at  the  death  of  the  hot-brained,  savage- 
hearted  king,  under  whom  they  were  first 
enterprized;  and  the  sluices  of  kindred 
blood,  which  had  long  inundated  the  land 
in  the  red  and  white  roses,  were  at  length 
happily  put  a  stop  tOr  by  a  single  matri- 
monial contract.  Now,  Sir,  who  cai^look 
forward  to  a  probable  epoch  in  the  red 
volume  of  time,  when  the  sword  drawn  in 
this  quarrel  shall  be  sheathed  in  peace! 
I  can  see  no  end,  till  slaughter,  proscrip- 
tion,  extirpation,  shall  totsdly  have  annihi- 
lated either  one  or  the  other  people. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  anticipate  by  con- 
jecture to  either  country  so  dresdful  a 
sentence ;  bat^  Sir,  without  a  gifl  of  pre* 
tematural  foresight,  I  may  remark,  that 
there  are  features  in  the  aspect  of  infant 
America,  which  denote  at  maturer  years 
a  most  colossal  force.    The  Helvetic  snd 
Flemish  confederacies  have  demoostrsted 
what  extraordinary  obstacles  a  small  band 
of  ioBurlpents  mky  surmount  in  tlie  csoie 
of  liberty.      The   Helvetic   confederacf 
consisted  of  a  few  strangling  peasanu, 
bftnnered  against  a  mighty  prince;  jet 
firmness    and    desperation  supplied  ihat 
energy,  which  the  best  disciplined  num« 
bers  could  not  resist.    The  tragic  scenes 
of  Nutnantia,  and  of  Saguntum^  sliew  to 
how  dire  a  catastrophe  a  spirited  peoplo 
will  devote  themselves,  sooner  than  subsi^ 
to  an  unjust  dominion.     It  appears  frosi 
one  of  the  American  letters  of  a  late  date 
brought  to  your  table,  that  the  inhsbitaoU 
of  Boston  were  inclined  to  copy  in  pnj 
these  dire  examples ;  that  they  nieditstw 
to  abandon  the  town  with  their  wives «» 
families,  and  the  reducing  it  to  asn 
Did  not  we  ourselves  give  a  very  stnki 
proof  at  the  commencement  of  tbe^w*' 
cenlury,  to  what  an  atoeAdiary  heigh*^ 
flame  of  vengtence  flMffht  reacK  ^ 
wfe  invited  over,  and  received  into 
very  center  of  this  island,  a  whrie  army 
Frenehikien  Do  aid  us  against  a  t^^  '^ 
narch  said  his  iniquitous  counMn^'f'^ 
owe  perhaps  that  aacned  paUadiuiD  »  <^ 
Itbeity,  M«gnA  Charta,  as  vi^.^ 
dan&n  of  Fraoce^  «a  to  a  kiog  ot 
land. 

The  Americans  allege^  that  what 
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fffw  contend  for  in  that  reasonable  portion 
if  liberty  with  which  they  were  chartered 
ii  their  birthright,  not  by  any  earthly  po- 
teotate,  but  by  the  King  of  kings,  **  to 
nalce  their  iives  happy,  in  the  possession 
rf  which  liberty  thev  do  now  nourly  in* 
foke  tliat  King  of  kings,  or  to  make  their 
death  glorious  in  its  just  defence/' 

What  18  the  aim  and  scope  of  the  reso- 
lution before  you?  To  lure  some  of  the 
]m  refractory  provinces  of  America,  to 
^Bloctate  from,  and  betray  their  fellow- 
^rcrs;  to  join  In  raising  a  contribution 
llkroughout  one  half  of  the  colonies,  to 
fiipport  your    armaments   and  outrages 

Eit  the  other  half,  with  a  view  to  an- ' 
te  trade,  cut  off  every  natural  chan- 
iri  of  litrdtfaood  and  subsistence,  and 
batcher  the  disobedient;  and  how  are 
jttese  leceders  to  be  recompensed  for  such 
IfigDal  perfidy  ?  Why,  by  a  temporary  ex- 
'odse  of  certain  empty  forms  and  modes 
I tf  taxation,  confirming  at  the  same  time  a 
;l^t  in  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Gteat-Britain,  to  fix  the  eross  amount  of 
|lD cootinental  subsidies  whatsoever;  that 
;ihio  fact,  they  are  to  be  still  subject  to  a 
I  Ministerial  majority  in  this  House,  which 
jMj  lev  J  imposts  on  them,  not  by  any 
I  tor  scale  of  proportion  to  the  burthen  laid 
I OD  the  mother  country,  but  the  demand 
I  ttaj  perhaps  be  carried  beyond  their  abi- 
llities,  or  they  may  be  liable  to  the  dis- 
l^ge  of  an  immense  national  debt.  By 
I  ^  of  earnest,  however,  against  the  nu- 
iDcroas  abuses  in  future  to  which  this  cu- 
;  nous  plan  lies  open,  they  shall  instantly 
i  appose  entire  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
iprewnt  set  of  the  King's  ministers  at 
Wtttminster,  so  remarkable  for  consis- 
fewy,  lenity,  and  wisdom. 

The  noble  lord  puts  me  in  mind  of  king 

Arthur,  in  our  modern  dramatic  mask, 

*here  that  first  of  the  British  worthies 

Maods  balancing  between  Grimbald  and 

ftiladeh    He  has  just  caught  a  glympse 

i  «f  the  cloven  foot  of  the  inrernal  fiend  by 

;  *lH»e  dazzling  snares  and  incantations  he 

'  MS  been  thas  long  fascinated,  and  is  tum- 

,  JBglo  the  fair,  heavenly  spirit,  who  would 

;  l^e  him  mto  the  ways  of  happiness  and 

:**<Mir.     Let   him  not  stop  short,  but 

I  ponue  the  only  track  that  can  save  his 

I  ^ntry— perhaps  save  himself  from  per- 
;  TOon. 

I  1  diouM  be  as  strenuous  an  advocate 
*'  the  just  authority  of  parliament  as 
*y  man ;  but  I  think  we  ought  candidly 
*J*efectually  to  relinquish  3l  vain  pre- 
^••cei  to  ic^reme  aovereignty,  in  cases 


where  they  are  not  maintainable  on  prin* 
ciples  of  justice,  of  sound  policy,  or  the 
constitution  of  the  land,  if  you  persist 
in  pride  and  error,  what  will  be  the  con- 
sequence ?  Intestine  enmities  will  be  en- 
creased — devastation  and  havock  must  en- 
sue. When  questions  of  such  weight  and 
magnitude  as  these  now  in  agitation,  con- 
cerning America,  shall  come  before  you, 
every  member  ought  to  reflect,  that  the 
fate  of  a  wnole  nation  roayv  possibly  de- 
pend on  his  single  vote.  Whosoever  gives 
the  power  of  oppression,  is  in  fact  a  ty- 
rant— whosoever  gives  the  power  of  murder, 
is  in  fact  an  assassin.  I  am  against  this 
resolution,  because  I  think,  that  so  far 
from  extinguishing  the  flame,  it  will  only 
tlirow  oil  upon  it  to  aggravate  its  fury ; 
and,  however  conciliatory  it  may  seem  at 
first  sight,  when  it  comes  to  be  analyzed 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  it  cannot 
possibly  have  any  other  construction  put 
upon  It,  than  that  of  adding  insult  to 
injury. 

Sir  P. «/.  Clerke  said  he  should  not  be 
surprised,  such  was  the  fluctuating  state 
of  our  counsels,  to  see  another  resolution 
proposed  in  a  few  days,  totally  contradict- 
ing the  present,  and  those  persons  who 
are  most  zealous  in  support  of  this  "resolu- 
tion, equally  warm  in  support  of  the  next. 

Mr.  Hartley.  I  am  called  upon  on  this 
occasion  particularly  as  I  made  a  concilia- 
tory proposition  on  this  subject  of  the 
American  disputes  to  the.  House  before 
Christmas,  which  I  shall,  at  a  proper  time, 
offer  to  the  House  as  a  regular  motion. 
The  proposition  alluded  to,  was  to  make  a 
free  requisition  to  the  colonies  for  a  supply 
towards  the  ex  pence  of  defending,  pro- 
tecting, and  securing  the  colbnies.  The 
present  motion  is  not  free  but  compulsory  ; 
It  is  attended  with  menaces  and  threats, 
therefore  not  a  lenient  or  conciliatory 
measure,  but  only  thrown  out  as  such  for 
a  pretext.  To  say,  Give*  roe  as  much 
money  as  I  wish,  till  I  say  enough,  or  I 
will  take  it  from  you,  and  then  to  call  such 
a  proposition  conciliatory  for  peace,  is.  in- 
sult added  to  oppression.  The  proposition 
which  I  made  before  Christmas,  was,  what 
it  appeared,  a  free  requisition.  A  requi-. 
sition  by  a  secretary  of^state  is  an  ancient, 
legal,  approved,  constitutional  way.  It 
states  the  case,  represents  the  services  ne- 
cessary to  be  done,  and  requires  the  free 
aid  of  the  subject  for  those  necessary  ser- 
vices, leaving,  as  a  constitutional  controul, 
to  the  subject  whose  money  is  required, 
the  judgment  upon  the  necessity  of  the 
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iervices  stated,  and  the  right  of  appro* 
priatiog  the  roofiey  so  granted.  How  to- 
tally difierent  from  this  proposition  is  that 
before  us  now,  which  says  neither  more 
nor  less  than  this ;  Give  me  what  I  ask, 
leaving  likewise  the  quantity  to  my  dis- 
cretion, or  I  will  take  it  by  force.  Besides, 
this  proposition  is  a  direct  breach  of  faith 
towards  America,  who  have  been  assured 
by  a  circular  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  never 
^  meant,  nor  ever  would  entertain  the 
Uiought  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America  by 
taxing.  This  proposition  before  us  is  a 
direct  breach  of  the  public  faith  so  pledged 
to  America,  by  a  circular  letter  from  a 
secretary  of  state,  in  which  his  Majesty's 
royal  word  was  particularly  plighted.  The 
noble  lord's  proposition,  wno  was  upon 
the  same  bench  when  the  above  mentioned 
circular  letter  was  written,  is  that  we  will 
forbear  to  tax  just  so  long  as  they  will 
give  us  a  revenue  to  our  content.  What 
IS  this  if  it  be  not  extorting  a  revenue  by 
threats  of  taxing  ?  The  only  concession 
contained  in  this  proposition  is,  that  it  gives 
up  at  once  the  mode  of  our  proceedings 
with  America  for  these  last  ten  years,  as 
it  confesses  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
proceed  in  the  way  of  requisitions.  This 
proppsitipn  pretends  to  condemn  the  ex- 
ercise of  taxation  before  you  have  made  a 
reauisition  at  least,  and  have  met  with  a 
refusal,  thoush  by  uniting  them  in  the 
same  proposiOon,  it  destroys  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  requisition  by  making  it  com- 
pulsory.— Let  us  enquire  now  whether 
ever  North  America  did  refuse  to  contri- 
bute to  the  common  defence  upon  requi- 
sition :  so  far  from  it  that  they  ever  have 
contributed  in  case  of  necessity,  even  be- 
yond their  abilities,  as  the  records  of 
thanks,  to  them,  and  retribution  for  the  ex- 
cess of  the  zeal  and  fidelity,  which  stand 
annually  upon  your  Journals  during  the 
late  war,  do  fully  and  incontestibly  prove. 
Throughout  the  whole  course  of  this  con- 
test since  the  war,  they  have  over  and 
over  offered  to  contribute  to  the  necessary 
supply  when  called  upon  in  a  constitu- 
tional way.  I  have  extracted  prooft  of 
these  from  addresses,  petitions,  &c.  for  the 
whole  period  of  the  last  ten  years.    Their 

Setitions  you  have  thrown  out  of  your 
oors,  their  repeated  addresses,  remon- 
strances, letters  and  memorials  you  have 
treated  with  contempt  I  have  now  in 
my  hand  a  score  of  pro&fs  that  they  have 
offered  to  pay  upon  requisition  according 
to  the  utmott  of  their  abilities,  if  those  re- 


qnisitions  were  made  in  a  legal  and  comti* 
tutional  way.  I  have  collected  offers  of 
this  kind,  and  I  have  got  them  from,  I 
think,  almost  every  colony.  I  ess  she* 
them  repeatedly  from  Massacbuset's  Baj, 
from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Marrland, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Carolina,  and  thoe 
repeated  from  time  to  time  durmg  the 
whole  of  this  contest  I  have  them  in  my 
hand,  and  will  beg  to  read  them  to  the 
House.  [Reads  dlieQa.3  And  to  con- 
clude thewhole.  North  America  assembldl 
at  the  continental  congress  pledge  them- 
selves, **  that  whenever  the  exigencieiof 
the  state  shall  require  a  supply,  thej  will 
as  they  have  always  heretofore  done,  con- 
tribute their  full  proportion  of  men  ind 
money."  The  terms  in  which  all  these 
offers  are  expressed,  are  dear,  iinifoni 
and  explicit.  All  that  they  require,  ii 
that  they  may  stand  upon  the  footing  d 
freemen  and  free  British  subjects,  tsoi 
giving  and  granting  their  own  monev  •  ^ 
these  reasons  I  object  to  the  motion  befbra 
us,  and  shall,  witn  the  permission  of  (he 
House,  endeavour  to  put  the  propositioo 
upon  its  proper  ^rounds  by  anotner  motiflii 
on  some  future  day. 

Mr.  Thomas  Faw/s  wanted  to  know  the 
sum  each  colony  was  to  raise,  the  inanaei 
it  was  to  be  appropriated,  and  wbetber  il 
was  to  be  granted  annually,  or  for  a  de< 
finite  number  of  years. 

Lord  North  was  for  preserving  tbe 
right  of  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies; 
but  for  transferring  the  exercise  of  ^ 
right  to  the  colony  assemblies.  He  vai 
for  leaving  the  colonies  at  liberty  to  cos* 
tribute  voluntarily  to  the  alleviating  tbi 

f>ublic  burdens ;  and  for  reserving  to  pe^ 
iament,  a  right  of  rejecting  or  incmsio§ 
those  voluntary  aids  at  pleasure.  Ad>oii{ 
other  things,  he  said,  if  the  colonies  reject 
just  conditions,  they  must  be  reduced  U 
unconditional  obedience ;  that  such  of  tlw 
colonies  as  did  not  comply  with  the  Re» 
lution,  wouldhave  the  Acts  rigidly  enforced 
against  them ;  that  he  did  not  nor  cooid 
at  present,  pretend  to  specify  the  exK^ 
sum  they  ought  to  raise,  as  it  would  pio 
bahl^  fluctuate  by  bearing  a  certain  pi^ 
portion  to  the  sums  raised  in  Great  Bri 
tain ;  and  that  whatever  propositions  thej 
might  make,  would  be  received  in  s  Icgi 
way  from  an  assembly  lawfully  and  pro 
perly  constituted,  in.  order  to  be  laid  be 
fore  parliament  for  their  final  approbation 
In  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  wbf 
asked  whether  the  grant  was  to  be  an  ta 
nual  one,  or  for  a  term  of  yearsi  he  n 
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plied,  be  could  not  tell ;  but  for  his  part 
lie  should  wish  it  to  be  the  latter,  other- 
wise it  would  return  to  interrupt  the  pub- 
lic business  every  session,  aiyl  consequent- 
ly, be  a  perpetual  subject  of  discussion 
and  disagreement. 

Mr.  7*.  Towitskend  said,  that  the  House 
was  at  a  loss  even  so  much  as  to  conjec- 
ture what  were  the  intentions  of  adminis- 
tration, or  what  the  present  resolution 
pointed  at ;  that  nothing  hitherto  offered 
Dj  the  noble  lord  had  in  the  least  degree 
operated  towards  the  alteration  of  his  sen- 
timents. He  thought  the  resolution  im- 
practicable, whether  it  meant  to  enforce 
obedience,  or  effect  reconciliation.  i 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  said  the  objects  to    treated  ver}'  differently  indeed :  we  have 
which  the  resolution  was  directed  were    found  an  attention,  a  respect,  a  favour  of 


give  that  indulgence  to  my  situation, 
which  I  should  have  little  claim  to  upon 
any  other  pretensions. 

Sir,  I  think  an  explanation  the  more 
necessary,  because  both  without  doors  and 
within,  allusions  and  references  are  making 
continually  to  th^'senthnents  of  those  who 
are  to  act  in  the  military  department — a 
very  important,  but  very  unenviable  lot. 
In  some  of  the  licentious  prints  of  the 
times  there  have  not  beeh  wanting  sug- 
gestions to  the  public,  that  a  sanguinary 
minister  had  chosen  the  generals  best  fitted 
by  their  inclinations  to  carry  havock  and 
destruction  through  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica.   Within  these  walls  we  have  been 


tery  apparent. 
Mr.  Charles  Turner  cited  some  of  the 


opinion  and  of  expression,  that  has  im- 
printed upon  my  mind,  and  I  am  persuaded 


most  objectionable  parts  of  the  American    equally  upon  the  minds  of  my  colleagues, 
B'Jb  of  last  session,  and  said,  that  they  ,  a  sincere  satisfaction  and  a  deep  sense  of 


were  the  most  tyrannical  and  oppressive 
ihst  were  ever  passed. 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley  said,  that  some  time 
before  the  late  Address  of  both  Houses  to 
his  Majesty,  this  proposal  was  talked  of 
and  approved,  by  several  persons  of  yery 
^ high  rank  in  business.  Instructions  as  to 
%  sums  to  be  raised,  must  undoubtedly 
be  confined  to  people  in  confidence.  He 
then  proceeded  to  distinguish  between  the 
•cts  of  a  congress,  and  an  assembly  legally 
ttul  constitutionally  convened,  and  ground- 
ed the  whole  weight  of  his  argument  on 
tbat  distinction,  shewing  that  it  might  be 
tttremely  proper  to  agree  to  propositions 
toade  by  one,  while  it  would  be  madness 
io  mach  as  to  treat  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  was  very 
pointed  on  some  of  the  expressions  which 
fell  from  the  last  hon.  member,  relative  to 
those  who  appeared  the  partizans  of  Ame- 
nca.  He  owned  himself  of  that  number, 
«nd  gloried  in  the  imputation. 

General  Bursoyne.  Sir,  from  the  time 
I  nave  been  under  orders  to  serve  in  Ame- 
''ca,  I  have  thought  it  an  unbecoming  part 
•?  give  my  voice  as  a  judge  in  any  Ame- 
'^c^  question,  this  upon  your  paper  only 
ttcepted.  But  having  taken  some  share 
>n  the  debates  of  last  year  which  have  been 
misrepresented,  and  having  appeared  in 
•owe  divisions  this  year,  before  I  had  any 
wwledge  or  suspicion  of  my  destination, 
*  anxiously  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to 
pplain  the  motives  upon  which  I  have 
Amiably  acted;  and  notwithstanding  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  debate,  I  rise  with 
confidence  in  the  House,  that  they  will 

[VOUXVill.] 


gratitude  to  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the 
House.  But  still.  Sir,  I  have  observed 
through  the  course  of  the  debate  an  opi- 
nion to  prevail  that  a  great  latitude  of 
orders  is  to  be  given,  and  that  in  acting 
under  such  latitud^e  we  shall  be  influenced 
by  the  speeches  we  hear  in  this  place, 
some  of  which  are  supposed  to  convey  the 
most  inflammatory  ideas,  others,  ideas  of 
the  most  humiliating  concession.  I  do  not 
know.  Sir,  that  any  such  latitude  will  be 
given,  at  least  it  will  hardly  extend  to  mv 
mferior  station.  The  utmost  merit  I  shall 
be  able  to  claim  in  this  expedition,  will 
probably  be  that  of  an  attentive,  an  assi- 
duous, circumscribed  obedience.  But  I 
can  speak  with  confidence  of  those  under 
whom  I  am  to  leave  this  country,  as  well 
as  of  the  high  and  respectable  officer  who 
now  commands  in  America;  such  men 
will  not  want  the  oratory  of  this  House  to 
give  a  due  tone  to  their  spirit  or  their 
humanity. 

A  noble  sentiment  fell  from  an  hon. 
gentleman  in  ray  eye,  (colonel  Barr6) 
^*  that  bravery  and  compassion  were  asso- 
ciate virtues ;"  nuty  they  remain  blended 
on  the  minds  of  every  military  man  in 
America;  let  a  persuasion  uniformly  pre- 
vail, that  upon  a  review  of  our  conauct 
hereafter,  by  our  dispassionate  and  impar- 
tial countrymen,  our  bravery  will  be  judged . 
by  the  test  of  our  compassion.  Should 
we  inevitably  be  made  tne  instruments  of 
punishment,  let  every  action  of  the  un- 
happy conflict  be  directed  and  marked  by 
that  temper  which  ever  ought  to  discriminate 
the  correction  of  the  state  from  the  sudden 
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and  impetuous  impulse  of  passion  and  re- 
venge :  but  with  these  principles  at  the 
heart  of  every  soldier,  and  these  ibey  will 
Jbe ;  for  there  is  a  charm  in  the  very  wan- 
derings and  dreams  of  liberty  that  disarms 
an  Englishman's  anger ;  with  these  prin- 
ciples at  the  hearty  oare  must  be  taken 
.that  the  honour,  the  ascendancy,  the  im- 
pression of  the  British  arms  be  not  insulted 
or  diminished  in  the  hands  of  those  to 
whom  they  are  intrusted ;  and  while  we 
remember  we  are  contending  against  fellow 
subjects  and  brothers,  it  must  not  be  for- 
ffot  we  are  contending  in  the  crisis,  and 
for  the  fate  of  the  BriUsh  empire. 

An  honourable  young  member  (Mr. 
Ackland)  who  has  entered  into  the  army 
with  a  zeal  that  justly  intitles  him  to  the 
esteem  of  every  officer,  and  whose  parlia- 
mentary spirit  and  talents  have  this  day 
proved  him  a  most  valuable  acauisition  to 
this  House,  asked,  early  in  the  debate, 
"Whether  it  could  be  supposed,  those  Ame- 
ricans who  denied  the  authority  of  Britidi 
le^lature,  would  accept  the  mode  of  tax- 
ation proposed  by  these  resolutions?  I 
believe  they  will  not;  and  I  differ  with 
Iiim  so  fiir  upon  this  occasion,  as  to  say,  I 
do  not  like  the  resolution  the  worse  upon 
fliat  account.  While  it  holds  out  conci- 
liation to  those  who  wish  to  return  to  obe- 
dience and  fidelity,  and  must  be  accepted 
by  all  rational  men  and  well  intentioned 
Bubjects,  the  refusal  of  it  will  be  as  expli- 
citly^ and  decisively  declaratory,  as  any 
manifesto  could  express,  of  the  principles 
on  which  they  act,  who  continue  to  resist, 
and  it  puts  the  dispute  on  clear  ground. 

Sir,  m  foreign  wars  the  conscience  of  the 
quarrel  belongs  to  the  state  alone.  The 
soldier  draws  his  sword  with  alacrity :  the 
cause  in  which  he  engages  rests  between 
God  and  his  prince,  and  he  wants  no  other 
excitements  to  his  duty,  than  such  as  tlie 
plory  of  hb  country,  personal  honour,  and 
just  ambition  will  suggest  In  civil  discord 
^without  enquiring  casuistically,  whether 
in  any,  or  in  what  possible  case,  a  military 
servant  of  the  crown  can  be  justified  in 
declining  a  service  to  which  he  is  legally 
commanded)  I  believe,  a  consideration  of 
the  cause  will  find  its  way  to  the  breast  of 
Qvery  conscientious  man ;  and  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duty,  he  will  find  sorrow  and 
remorse  on  one  side,  or  satisfaction  and 
inward  comfort  on  the  other,  according  to 
the  private  iudgmen t  he  entertains.  I  per- 
ceive gentlemen  on  every  side  of  the 
House  acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  gene- 
ral observation*    Sir,  I  shall  be  astomshed 


if  any  gentleman  denies  the  particnlar  ap* 
plication  of  it.  Is  there  a  man  in  EogliDd 
( I  am  confident  there  is  not  an  officer  or 
soldier  in  the  King's  service)  who  does 
not  think  the  pariiaroentary  rights  of  Great 
Britain  a  cause  to  fight  for,  to  bleed  sod  die 
for  ?  Sir,  I  will  assert,  that  the  profened 
advocates  of  America  have  never  ventured 
to  meet  this  argument  &iriy.  Tbey  iunre 
always  shifted  it  to  coUa^oral  emjoirief, 
accusation,  recrimination,  and  exanunatioQ 
of  the  measures  by  which  we  have  been 
led  into  our  present  dilemma.  Sir,  pait 
errors  may  be  great  and  manifest ;  ererjr 
administration  for  ten  years  past  may  baie 
had  their  share.  It  is  not  my  present 
purpose  to  justify  any.  Enquines  may  be 
very  proper,  at  a  proper  time :  bat  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  I  hold  myself  in- 
dispendbly  called  upon  to  take  u^  the 
question,  upon  this  important,  now  this  on* 
paralleled  moment  in  the  English  histoit, 
when  we  tamely  suffered  government  to  be 
suspended,  when  we  sit  here  the  me^e8b^ 
dow  of  authority,  the  phantom  of  a  parlia* 
ment,  assembling  only  to  lament  the  sub- 
stance we  have  lost,  and  to  propose  sod 
subtilise  questions  of  our  own  impoteocj. 

Sir,  another  method  of  evading  a  debsts 
upon  the  true  merits  of  this  question,  hn 
been,  to  confound  the  understanding.  In- 
genious men  will  run  changes  upon  reil 
and  virtual  representation,  external  and 
internal  taxes,  revenue  and  regulation!  til 
one's  head  grows  dizzy  with  distioctico^ 
and  the  most  gross  absurdities  and  contra- 
dictions become,  for  a  moment,  spedouii 
But  it  is  not  in  rhetoric  or  sophistrv  to 
argue  the  great  rational  majority  of  tbt 
people  of  England  out  of  the  plain,  sioplei 
proposition,  which  is  containea  in  the  Decls* 
ratory  Act  of  the  6th  of  the  present  King. 
The  reason  of  the  nation  has  been  long 
convinced ;  the  trial  now  only  is  vbetbef 
we  have  spirit  to  support  our  conviction. 

Sir,  if  the  whole  body  of  the  kit^oo 
does  not  rouse  at  this  alarm,  and  shake  w 
that  torpitude  under  which  our  public 
spirit  has  long  shamefully  languished ;  ii 
every  class  ana  distinction  of  men  do  not 
join  in  this  great  cause ;  if  our  merchant 
and  manufacturers  do  not  in  one  instance 
take  example  from  the  Americans,  and 
render  it  glorious  by  adiapting  it  to  a  better 
cause ;  if  they  do  not  feel  insult  and  s& 
front  in  the  suspicion,  that  while  one  coun* 
try  dares  the  interruption  of  commerce  to 
e&ctuate  her  chimerical  daims,  the  otber 
will  not  exert  equal  fortitude  to  vindicate 
her  fundamental  righU;  if  this  te  «« 
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wtetc&ed  Male,  I  hgree  that  the  sooner  a. 
finnfll  SQirender  i»  madey  the  better;  let 
Great  Britain  revert  to  her  primitive  in- 
lilliiificancy  in  the  map  of  the  world,  and 
tfae  congrefli  of  Philadelphia  be  the  leg is- 
Uhire  to  dispense  the  blessings  of  empire. 
Let  us  spare  the  blood  of  our  subjects,  let 
w  apare  the  treasures  of  the  state ;  but  let 
«  St  the  same  time  confess,  we  are  no 
more  a  people. 

Sir,  after  diis  avowal  of  my  principles 
It  nui^t  be  thought,  that  I  sought  the  si- 
tostisn  in  which  I  am  going  to  be  em- 
ployed. I  publicly  declare  I  did  not  seek 
It  I  wiD  take  leave  to  say  on  the  part  of 
my  colleagues,  it  was  sought  by  none  of 
i»,  bnt  it  was  accepted  with  that  submis- 
Hon  which  is  due  from  servants  of  the 
ciDwn,  and  with  that  sense  of  gratitude  to 
Us  Majesty  which  the  importance  of  the 
trust  requfred.  I  feel  an  additional  call  of 
gratitude  on  m^  own  part,  for  the  honoui^ 
my  name  receives  in  b^g  classed  with 
thine  of  the  distinguished  officers  to  whom 
I  bave  alluded. 

I  will  trespass  no  longer  upon  the  time 
of  the  House;  with  the  sentiments  I  have 
expressed  I  take  leave  of  all  American 
qnesdons;  with  these  sentiments  I  shall 
ttke  leave  of  my  country ;  I  shaJl  endea- 
TOiir  to  maintain  them  in  arguments  if  ad- 
mitted to  any  intercourse  in  America.  I 
shall  enforce  them  to  the  best  of  my  power 
if  called  upon  to  act  in  the  line  of  my  pro- 
fessioD;  conscientiously  convinced  that 
opoQ  the  due  support  of  them  both  here 
sod  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic,  the 
existence  of  this  country  and  constitution, 
directly,  emphaticaUy,  and  conclusively 
d^ds. 

Governor  Johnstone  replied  to  several 
thbgs  which  dropped  from  the  noble  lord. 
He  said,  that  on  a  former  occasion  par- 
liament had  charged  the  East  India  Com- 
pany with  11  millions  for  ships,  forces, 
&c  sent  to  their  assistance,  but  owned  af- 
terwards it  was  not  so  much,  and  he 
doubted  not  but  that  several  of  the  mil- 
hons  now  so  roundly  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  America,  would  be  discovered  to 
be  no  better  founded,  though  we  even 
brought  the  expences  of  the  present  for- 
midable armament  to  account.  He  sup- 
P<Med,  if  America  consented  to  the  grants 
fiow  proposed,  that  they  would  in  time  be 
managed  as  the  Irish  are,  and  that 
douceurs  eut  of  the  sums  raised  would  be 
wributed  with  equal  success  among  the 
colonists,  and  what  could  not  be  effected 
"^  way,  would  be  carried  another ;  blue 


ribbons,  red  ribbons,  lords  and  knights' 
would  bring  about  great  things.  The  mi- 
nister well  understood  to  put  thb  House 
in  good  humour  at  all  times ;  and  he  sup- 
posed in  time,  that  he  would  cause  this 
good  humour  to  reach  the  other  side  of 
tbe  Atlantic,  though  he  had  hitherto  failed 
in  bis  attempts.  He  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  there  had  been  no  precedent 
for  our  obliging  the  colonies  to  raise  taxes, 
but  the  Romans,  who  plundered  those  who 
were  under  their  dominfon,  and  brought 
the  plunder  to  Rome,  which  was  in  the 
end  tbe  cause  of  the  destruction  of  that 
once  glorious  and  powerful  empire. 
The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  WilhesU 
Motion  Jar  expunging  the  Resolution  rtf- 
n^cting  his  Expmsion.l  Feb.  22.  The 
Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  WUkes^  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  the  motion  which  I  shall  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  the  House,  affects, 
in  my  opinion,  the  very  vitals  of  this  con- 
stitution, the  great  primary  sources  of  the 
power  of  the  people,  whom  we  represent, 
and  by  whose  authority  only,  delegated  to 
us  for  a  time,  we  are  a  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive body  of  this  kingdom.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  parliament  in  the  business 
of  the  Middlesex  electiops,  gave  a  just 
alarm  to  almost  every  elector  in  the  na- 
tion. The  fatal  precedent  then  attempted 
to  be  established,  was  considered  as  a 
direct  attack  on  the  'inalienable  rights  of 
the  people.  The  most  respectable  bodies 
in  this  kmgdom  expressed  tneir  abhorrence 
of  the  measure.  They  proceeded  so  far 
as  to  petition  the  crown  for  the  dissolution 
of  that  parliament,  as  having  been  guilty 
of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  their  trust.  Above 
60,000  of  our  fellow-subjects  carried  their 
complaints  to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  a 
number  surely  deserving  the  highest  re-, 
gard  from  a  minister,  if  his  whole  atten- 
tion had  not  been  engrossed  by  the  smaH 
number  of  the  6,000  who  return  the  ma- 
jority of  members  to  this  House.  The 
people,  Sir,  were  in  a  ferment,  which  has 
not  yet  subsided.  They  made  my  cause 
their  own,  for  they  saw  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment exerted  against  the  constitution, 
which  was  wounded  through  my  sides,  and 
the  envenomed  shafts  of  a  wicked  admi- 
nistration pointed  at  our  laws  and  liberties 
no  less  than  at  a  hated  individual.  The 
plan  was  carried  on  for  some  years  with  a 
spirit  of  malevolence  and  rancour,  which 
would  have  disgraced  the  very  worst,  but 
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with  a  perseverance  which  would  have 
done  honour  to  the  best  cause.  1  do  not 
mean.  Sir,  to  go  through  an  irksome  de- 
tail of  the  various^  persecutions  and  in- 
juries which  that  person  suffered,  I  hope 
with  a  becoming  fortitude.  I  have  for- 
given them.  All  the  great  powers  of  the 
state  were  at  one  time  combined  to  pour 
thei  r  accumulated  vengeance  on  me.  The 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  chose  me  as 
the  most  acceptable  victim,  which  could 
be  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  their  court 
idolatry  ;  and  even  imperial  Jove  pointed 
his  thunder-bolts,  <*  red  with  uncommon 
wrath/'  at  my  devoted  head.*  I  was 
scorched,  but  not  consumed.  The  broad 
shield  of  the  law  protected  me.  A  ge- 
nerous public,  and  my  noble  friends,  the 
freeholaers  of  Middlesex,  the  ever  steady 
friends  of  liberty  and  their  country,  poured 
balm  into  my  wounds.  They  are  healed 
so  that  scarcely  a  scar  remains.  But,  Sir, 
I  feel,  I  deeply  feel  the  wounds  given  to 
the  constitution.  They  are  still  bleeding, 
and  this  House  only  can  heal  them,  as  well 
-as  restore  the  constitution  to  its  former 
state  of  purity,  health,  and  vigour.  May 
I  be  permitted  to  point  out  the  mode  of 
cure,  and  the  salutary  methods,  which  I 
think  you  ought  to  apply  I  Before  1  pro- 
ceed to  the  remedy,  I  shall  beg  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  to  state  the  case 
with  precision  and  accuracy.  I  hope  they 
will  forgive  a  dry,  but  candid  and  short 
narrative,  of  the  principal  facts,  because  1 
mean  to  argue  from  them.  I  will  give 
them  as  brief  as  possible,  and  with  all  the 
impartiality  of  a  by-stander. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  first  elected  for  the 
countv  of  Middlesex,  on  the  28th  of 
March  1768.  He  was  expelled  the  3rd 
of  February  1769,  and  the  second  time 
chosen,  without  opposition,  the  16th  day 
of  the  same  month.  On  the  day  follow- 
ing the  election  was  vacated,  and  he 
was  declared  by  a  majority  of  the  House 
incapable  of  being  elected  into  that  parlia- 
ment. Notwithstanding  this  resolution  of 
the  House,  he  was  a  third  time,  on  the 
16th  of  March,  elected  without  opposi- 
tion ;  ror  I  suppose  the  ridiculous  attempt 
of  a  Mr.  Dingley,  who  had  not  a  single 
freeholder  to  propose,  or  vote  for  him,  can 
hardly  be  called  an  opposition.  That  elec- 
tion however  was  declared  void  the  next 
day.  On  the  13th  of  AprU  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  a  fourth  time  elected,  by  a  majority  of 
1,143  votes  against  Mr.  Luttrell,  who  had 

*  See  Vol.  15,  p.  1331. 
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only  296.  The  same  day  this  Hoiae, 
voted,  *<  that  Mr.  Luttrell  ought  to  have 
been  returned.**  On  the  29th  of  April,  a 
Petition  was  presented  to  the  House  frim 
the  freeholders  of  Middlesex  by  a  worthy 
baronet  (sir  George  Savile),  who  is  oot 
only  an  honour  to  this  House,  but  to  ba- 
nian nature ;  notwithstanding  which,  the 
House  on  the  8th  of  May  resolved,  *<  That 
Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  esq.  is  duly  elected 
a  knight  of  the  shire  to.  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex." , 
,  These,  Sir,  are  the  great  outlines,  the 
leading  facts.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Clerk 
to  read  all  the  Resolutions,  to  which  1  have 
alluded.  They  are  fresh,  I  am  persuaded, 
in  the  memories  of  gentlemen.  I  only 
call  for  that  of  Feb.  17,  1769,  respecting  - 
incapacity  as  the  certain  consequence  of 
expulsion.  [The  Clerk  read  the  Resolu- 
tion.] 

•  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  fair  to  state  to  the 
House  the  whole  of  what  I  intend  to 
move  in  consequence  of  the  facts  stated, 
and  the  Resolution  just  read.  The^rst 
motion  1  intend  is,  <<  That  the  Resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  February, 
1769,  *  That  John  Wilkes,  esq.,  having 

*  been,  in  thi^  session  of  parliament,  ex- 
'  pclled  this  House,  was,  and  is  incapable 

*  of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  io 

*  this  present  parliament/  be  expunged 
from  the  Journals  of  this  House,  as  being 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body 
of  electors  of  this  kingdom."  This  I  hoid 
of  necessity  to  restore  the  constitution, 
which  that  Resolution  tears  up  by  the 
roots.  I  shall  then,  if  1  succeed,  if  justice 
and  a  reverence  for  the  constitution  pre- 
vail in  this  parliament,  proceed  to  the 
other  motion,  S<  That  all  the  declarations, 
orders,  and  resolutions  of  this  House,  re* 
specting  the  election  of  John  Wilkes,  esq. 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  as  a  void 
election,  the  due  and  legal  election  of 
Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  esq.  into  the  last 
parliament,  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  the. incapacity  of  Johp  Wilkes,  esq. to 
be  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  the  said 
parliament, be  expunged  from  the  Journals 
of  this  House,  as  being  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this 
kingdom*" 

The  words  of  the  Resolution  of  the  nth 
of  February  1769,  which  I  mean  more  par- 
ticularly to  combat,  are,  "  was  and  is  ^' 
capable,'^  and  the  explanation  of  them  the 
same  day  in  the  order  for  a  new  writ, "  «* 
the  room  of  John  Wilk^s^  esq.  who  is  **• 
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indged  incapable  of  being  elected  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  this  present  parliameat.'' 
In  the  first  formation  of  this  government, 
m  the  original  settlement  of  our  constitu- 
laoo,  the  people  expressly  reserved  to 
Ihemselves  a- very  considerable  part  of  the 
l^islative  power,  which  they  consented  to 
liwre  jointly  with  a  King  and  House  of 
Lords.  From  the  great  population  of  our 
iiiaDd  this  right  could  not  be  claimed  and 
exercised  personallv*  and  therefore  the 
Bsny  were  compelled  to  delegate  that 
fover  to  a  few^  who  thus  were  chosen 
iheir  deputies  and  agents  only,  their  re- 
freientatives.  It  follows  directly;  from 
die  Tery  idea  of  a  choice,  that  such  choice 
matt  be  free  and  uncontroul^,  admitting 
of  00  restrictions,  but  the  law  of  the  land, 
to  which  the  King  and  the  Lords  are 
cqoally  subject,  and  what  must  arise  from 
tiiie  nature  of  the  trust.  A  peer  of  parlia- 
nest,  for  instance,  cannot  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  be* 
caoae  he  already  forms  a  part  of  another 
blanch  of  the  same  legislative  body.  A 
kostichas  a  natural  incapacity.  Other 
instances  might  be  mentioned,  but  these 
tvo  are  sufficient.  The  freedom  of  elec- 
^  is,  then,  the  common  right  of  the 
people  of  England,  their  fair  and  just  share 
<)f power;  and  I  hold  it  to  .be  the  most 

Sorioos  inheritance  of  every  subject  of 
is  realm,  the  noblest,  and,  I  trust,  the 
DMit  solid  part  of  that  beautiful  fabric,  the 
English  constitution.  Here  I  might  lea<i, 
Sir,  on  the  most  respectable  authorities 
which  can  be  cited,  the  supreme  judica- 
fttreofthis  kingdom,  and  the  venerable 
judges  of  former  ages  as  well  as  of  our 
own  times.  I  met  them  accidentally  this 
looming  in  the  course  of  my  reading,  as 
«n  old  friend  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty,  now 
^!  lost  to  every  sense  of  duty  to  his 
country,  (the  duke  of  Grafton)  frequent- 
7  tells  another  great  assembly,  that  he 
>pcidentally  meets  in  this  manner  all  his 
Jfcsome  quotations.  The  House  of  Peers, 
SiTj  in  the  case  of  Ashby  and  White  in 
1704,  determined,  "  a  man  has  a  right  to 
bis  freehold  by  the  common  law;  and  the 
l*v  having  annexed  his  right  of  voting  to 
his  freehold,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  his  free- 
hold, and  must  depend  upon  it."  On  the 
Stole  occasion  likewise  they  declared, 
**  It  is  absurd  to  say,  the  electors'  right  of 
<^tt8ing  is  founded  upon  the  law  and  cus- 
tom of  parliament.  It  itf  an  original  right, 
psrt  of  the  constitution  of  the  kmgdom,  as 
^ch  as  a  parliament  is,  and  from  whence 
^  persons  elected  to  serve  in  parliament 


do  derive  their  authority,  and  can  have  no 
other  but  that  which  is  g^ven  to  them  by 
those  that  have  the  original  right  to  chuse 
them."  The  greatest  law  authorities,  both 
ancient  and  modem,  agree  in  the  opinion, 
that  every  subject  of  Uie  realm,  not  dis- 
qualified  by  law,  is  eligible  of  common 
right.  Lord  Coke,  lord  chief  justice 
Holt,  and  Mr.  Biackstone,  are  the  only 
authorities  which  I  shall  cite.  I  regard 
not.  Sir,  the  slavish,  courtly  doctrines  pro* 
pagated  by  lawyers  in  either  House  of  rar- 
iiament,  as  to  the  rights  of  the  subject,  no 
more  than  I  do  as  to  what  they  pronounce 
high  treason  and  rebellion.  Such  doc* 
trines  are  delivered  here  only  to  be  re- 
ported elsewhere.  These  men  have  their 
reward.  But  the  venal  tongue  of  a  pros* 
titute  advocate  or  judge  is  best  answered 
by  the  wise  and  sober  pen  of  the  same 
man,  when  in  a  former  cool  moment,  un- 
healed by  party  rage  or  faction,  sAer  the 
fullest  deliberation,  he  gave  to  the  nation, 
to  the  present  age,  and  to  posterity,  a  fair 
and  impartial  oetail  of  their  undoubted 
rights,  and  when  he  laid  down  in  dear  and 
express  terms  the  plain  law  of  the  land* 
Lord  Coke  says,  <*  He  which  is  eligible  of 
common  right,  cannot  be  disabled  bv  the 
said  ordinance  in  parliament,  unless  it  had 
been  by  act  oC  parliament."  Lord  chief 
justice  Holt  declares,  <*  the  election  of 
knights  belongs  to  the  freeholders  of  coun- 
ties ;  and  it  is  an  original  risht,  vested  ia 
and  inseparable  from  the  freehold,  and  can 
no  more  be  severed  from  their  freehold, 
than  their  freehold  itself  can  be  taken 
away."  Mr.  Justice  Biackstone,  in  the 
first  book  of  his  Commentaries  on  the 
Laws  of  England,  has  the  following  words, 
<<  subject  to  these  restrictions  and  disqua^ 
lifications,  every  subject  of  the'  realm  is 
eligible  of  common  right"  This  common 
right  of  the  subject,  Sir,  was  violated  by 
the  majority  of  the  last  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  I  affirm,  that  they,  and  in  par- 
ticular, if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  no- 
ble lord  with  the  blue  ribband,  committed 
by  that  act  high  treason  against  Magna 
Charta.  This  House  only,  without  the 
interference  of  the  other  parts  of  the  legis- 
lature, took  upon  them  to  make  the  law. 
They  adjudged  me  incapable  of  being 
elected  a  member  to  serve  in  that  parlia- 
ment, although  I  was  qualified  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  the  noble  lord  declared  in 
this  House,  *<  if  any  other  candidate  had 
only  six  votes,  he  would  seat  him  for  Mid- 
dlesex." I  repeat  it.  Sir,  this  violence 
was  a  direct  infringement  of  Magna  Gbv* 
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ta,  high  treason  Agjunst  the  sacred  charter 
of  our  liherties.  The  words^  to  which  I 
allude,  ought  always  to  be  written  in  let*- 
terS  of  gdd :  **  No  freeman  shall  be  dis- 
seised of  his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free 
customs,  unless  by  the  lawful  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or,  by  the  law  of  the  land."  By 
the  conduct  of  that  majority,  and  of  the 
noble  lord,  they  assumed  to  themsdves  the 
power  ef  makine  the  law,  and  at  the  same 
moment  invaded  the  rights  of  the  people, 
the  King,  and  the  Lords.  Hie  two  last 
tamely  acquiesced  in  the  exercise  of  a 
power,  which  had  been  in  a  great  instance 
fatal  to  their  predecessors,  had  put  an  end 
to  their  very  existence ;  but  the  people. 
Sir,  and  in  particular  the  spirited  freehold- 
ers of  this  county,  whose  ruling  passion 
is  the  lore  of  liberty,  have  not  yet  forgiven 
the  attack  on  their  rights.  So  dangerous 
a  precedent  of  usurped  power,  which 
may  in  future  times  be  cited  and  adopted 
in  practice  by  a  despotic  minister  of  the 
crown,  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the 
Journals  of  this  House. 

1  have  heard  and  read  much  of  prece- 
dents to  justify  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
House  of  Commons.  I  own,  Sir,  I  value 
very  little  the  doctrine  ef  precedents. 
There  is  scarcely  any  new  villainy  under 
the  sun.  A  precedent  can  never  justify 
any  action  in  itself  wicked,  a  robbery  ifor 
instance  on  the  heaths  of  Hounslow  or 
Bagshot,  of  which  there  are  innumerable 
precedents.  The  basest  actions  may  be 
justified  by  precedents  drawn  from  bad 
tunes  and  bad  men.  The  sole  question  is, 
whether  this  power  is  not  a  direct  usurpa- 
tion on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  If  that  is 
proved,  I  care  not  how  long  the  usurpa- 
tion has  continued,  how  often  been  prac- 
tised. It  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  it. 
It  was  the  case  of  General  Warrants. 
One  precedent  however,  the  most  insisted 
upon,  I  must  take  notice  of,  because  it  is 
said  fully  to  come  up  to  the  point,  but,  in 
my  opimon,  in  almojst  every  part  it  proves 
the  contrary  of  what  it  has  been  brought 
to  support.  I  mean  the  remarkable  case 
of  Mr.  Walpole  in  17 11,  a  period,  in  which 
the  rankest  Tory  principles  were  counte- 
nanced more  than  in  any  other  of  otir  his- 
tory prior  to  1760.  Tiie  case.  Sir,  has 
been  so  partially  quoted,  even  by  a  person 
(Mr.  Jeremiah  Dyson)  whose  sole  merit 
here  was  an  assumed  accuracy,  which  he 
never  possessed,  that  I  shall  desire  it  may 
be  read  to  the  House  from  the  Journals  : 
[The  Clerk  read,]  «  Resolved,  that  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  esq.  having  been,  this  ses- 


sion of  parliament,  committed  a  prisoaar 
to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  expelM 
this  House,  for  an  high  breach  of  trust  k 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  notoriool 
corruption,  when  Secretary  at  War,  was 
and  is  mcapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  the  present  pailiament.'* 

Now,  Sir,  I  must  observe,  that  even 
that  House  of  Commons,  at  an  sera  so  bos* 
tile  to  the  liberties  not  only  of  Englsad 
but  of  Eurog6,  did  not  venture  to  adjadge 
Mr.  Walpole  incapable  of  being  elected  tf 
member  to  serve  in  that  parliament  odf 
because  he  was  expelled ;  out  in  tbe  bod^ 
of  the  resolution  itself  they  added  anotbef 
reason,  which  would  be  trifling,  if  the 
former  was  sufficient  and  adequste  to  the 
point,  the  high  breach  of  trust  in  the  eze* 
cution  of  his  office,  and  notorious  com^ 
tion,  when  Secretary  at  War.  As  tnii- 
tees  for  the  nation,  they  assigned  a  pobfie 
cause,  which  must  interest  every  member 
of  the  community.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  the  last  House  of  Commons  de- 
clared, **  that  John  Wilkes,  esq.  bavint 
been,  in  this  session  of  parliament,  expdlol 
this  House,  was  and  is  incapable  of  beiog 
elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  preseut 
parliament."  The  having  been  expelled^ 
whether  justly  or  unjustly,  is  the  only  refr 
son  which  they  gave  to  the  world.  I 
shall  not  yet,  Sir,  dismiss  the  case  of  Afr. 
WaJpole.  It  will  prove  another  propo- 
sition maintained  by  roe  :  it  will  shew  tbe 
injustice  of  the  late  House  of  Commoos  io, 
seating  Mr.  Luttrell,  as  representative  for 
the  county  ef  Middlesex.  The  fact  ws^ 
that  the  House  in  queen  Anne's  tioi^ 
having  expelled  Mr.  Walpole,  ordered 
Immediately  the  issuing  of  a  new  writ  At 
the  subsequent  election  Mr.  Walpole  w« 
again  returned.  A  Mr.  Taylor,  who  hso 
a  minority  of  votes,  petitioned ;  but  the 
election  was  vacated.  Had  tbe  doctrine 
propagated  bv  the  late  majority,  and  by 
the  noble  lord  with  tbe  blue  ribband,  bees 
just  and  founded,  Mr.  Taylor  ought  to 
nave  been  the  sittine  member,  tbe  Hook 
should  have  resolved  that  he  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  and  that  the  grossest  in- 
justice  had  actually  been  committed 
against  him.  But  even  that  parliamentt 
whose  memory  the  nation  execrates,  sCop- 
ped  short  in  their  career  of  iniquity,  wa 
did  not  proceed  to  such  enormous  wicked- 
ness. It  was  reserved  for  the  present  «»>> 
when  shame  has  lost  its  blush.  Mr.  Lut- 
trell was  for  some  years  permitted  to  tf| 
here  .as  representing  the  county  of  M'^ 
dlesex,  although  a  great  majority  of  ^ 
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Ireeholden  abhorred  and  reprobated  the 
idea  of  his  repretentiog  them,  on  every 
pqUic  occasion  declared  it,  and  in  their 
Petition  to  this  House  gave  the  record  of 
it  under  their  hands  to  all  posterity* 

Sir,  when  the  strong,  unanswerable  re^- 
I0D8,  on  which  any  doctrine  is  founded, 
bear  me  out,  I  care  little  about  precedents. 
I  recollect  however  another  instance  in 
Bore  auspicious  times,  when  a  glorious 
monarch  defended  the  constitution,  which 
lie  had  restored.  It  directly  meets  the 
abjection  so  much  relied  upon ;  **  that 
expulsion  necessarily  implies  incapacity." 
It  is  the  last  which  I  shall  desire  the 
Qerk  to  read.  I  wish  him  to  turn  to  the 
Joamals  of  Feb.  20,  1698.  [Tlie  Cleric 
read,]  «  Resolved,  that  Ri<£ard  Wool- 
h^oTi,  esq.,  being  a  member  of  this  House 
,«f  Commons,  and  having  since  been  con- 
onraed,  and  acted,  as  a  receiver  of  the  du- 
ties upon  houses,  as  also  upop  births, 
laarriages,  and  burials,  contrary  to  the 
Act,  made  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of 
b  majesty's  reign,  for  granting  several 
datiesapon  salt,  beer,  ale,  and  other  li- 
fuon,  be  expelled  this  House." 
.  Nov,  Sir,  I  defy  all  the  subtlety  of  the 
JpoBt  exnert  court  lawyer  among  us,  all 
,^e  sophistry  of  the  bar,  to  reconcile 
Mr.  ^ooUaston's  case  with  the  favonrite 
court  tenet,  "  that  expulsion  necessarily 
bplies  incapacity."  The  fact  is  ascer- 
iBoed,  and  indeed  admitted,  that  a 
^  vrit  did  issue  for  the  borough  of 
Whitchurch  in  Hampshire,  and  that  Mr. 
Woollsston  was  re-elected,  and  sat  in  the 
ipme  parliament.  Incapacity  therefore 
ft  the  same  parliament  does  not  neces- 
•rfly  foHow  expulsion. 

1  am  ready  to  admit,  that,  where  a  clear 
*S^  incapacity  exists,  all  votes  given  to 

•  penon  incapacitated  are  thrown  away, 
fftbey  are  knowingly  given  to  him.  But, 
«fjl  beg  leave  to  assert,  tbat  this  was 
|ot  the  case  in  the  Middlesex  business. 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  qualified  by  the  law  of 
gf  land:  and  the  freeholders,  who  per- 
Mj  understood  the  clear  point  of  law, 

•  weU  as  their  own  rights,  expressly  de- 
wed in  the  petition  presented  on  the 
29th  of  April  1769  to  the  House,  «  Your 

Etioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  this 
ourable  House,  that  the  said  Henry 
Mwes  L^ttrell  had  not  the  majority  of 
M  votes  at  the  said  election,  nor  did 
ue  majority  of  the  freeholders,  when  they 
1**^  for  John  Wilkes,  esquire,  mean 
"^reby  to  throw  away  their  votes,  or  to 
ware  their  right  of  repreaentatioa ;  nor 
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would  they,  by  any  means,  have  chos^ti 
to  be  represented  by  the  said  Henry 
Lawes  Luttrell,  esq*  Your  petitioners 
therefore  apprehend  h^  eai^not  ^t  as  the  ' 
representative  of  th^  said  county  in  par* 
liament,  without  a  manifest  infringement 
oi  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  freq« 
holders  thereof." 

This  House,  Sir,  is  creeled  by  the 
people,  as  the  other  is  by  the  king. 
What  right  can  the  majority  have  to  aav 
to  any  county,  ci^y,  or  berqugh,  you  shall 
not  have  a  particular  person  to  be  your 
representative,  only  because  he  is  ob- 
noxious to  us,  when  he  is  qualified  by 
law  ?  Every  county,  city,  or  borough,  has 
an  equal  right  with  all  other  counties, 
cities,  and  boroughs,  to  its  own  choice,  ta 
its  own  distinct  deputy  in  the  great  coua- 
cil  of  the  nation, .  Each  is  free  and  indch 
pendent,  invested  with  precisely  the  same 
powers. 

I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  now  to  enter  inte 
the  argument,  whether  it  may  not  be  fit 
to  give  this  House  the  power  of  expulsion 
in  the  first  instance,  for  very  flagrant  and 
infamous  crimes,  either  committed,  or  of 
which  the  member  may  be  convicted,  sul^ 
sequent  to  his  election.  The  sending  the 
m^nber  back  to  his  constituents  on  such 
ground  miffht  be  considered  aa  an  appeal 
tothepeopte.  If  however  his  constituents 
should  diner  in  opinion  from  the  majori^ 
of  this  House,  if  they  should  think  him  fit 
to  be  re-elected,  he  ought  to  be  admitted^ 
because  he  claims  his  seat  under  the  same 
authority  by  which  every  member  holds 
the  privilege  of  sitting  and  voting  here,  a 
delegation  from  the  people,  their  free 
choice.  The  first  appeal  to  the  consCi- 
tuentff  might  in  many  cases  appear  just 
and  reasonable.  The  appeal  certainly  lies 
to  them,  for  they  are  the  fountain  of  this 
power.  We  exercise  their  right.  By 
their  representation  only  we  ace  a  House 
of  Parliament.  They  have  the  right  c£ 
chusing  for  themselves,  not  a  majority 
here  for  them. 

Sir,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the 
law  of  the  land,  by  which  all  courts  of  jo* 
dicature  are  equally  bound,  is  overturned 
by  the  power  lately  exercised  by  a  mat 
jority  of  a  House'  of  Commons.  The 
right  of  election  by  law  is  vested  in  the 
freehold.  It  is  not  placed  in  you,  but  in 
other  hands,  in  those  of  the  freeholders^ 
or  the  constituents.  Your  predecessors 
not  only  robbed  a  particular  county  of  its 
noblest  privileges,  but  they  changed  the 
coastitutioa  erf*  a  Howe  o£  Oovomoi^ 
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The  freeholders  of  this  county  and  the 
ziation  abhorred  the  proceeding,  and  poared 
their  execrations  on  the  treacherous  au- 
thors. From  us  not  only  they,  but  the 
law  and  constitution,  now  expect  a  full 
reparation  of  the  injury,  by  rescinding 
the  Resolution. 

This  usurpation,  if  acquiesced  under, 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  alarm- 
ing consequences.  If  you  can  reject 
those  disagreeable  to  a  majority,  «nd  ex- 

.  pel  whom  vou  please,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  be  self-create<\and  self-existing. 
You  may  expel  till  you  approve,  and  thus 
in  effect  you  nominate.  The  original  idea 
of  this  House  being  the  representative  of 
the  Commons  of  the  realm  will  be  lost. 
The  consequences  of  such  a  principle  are 
dangerous  m  the  extreme.  A  more  forci- 
ble engine  of  despotism  cannot  be    put 

*  into  the  hands  of  a  minister.    I  wish  gen- 
tlemen would  attend  to  the  plain  conse- 
quences of  such  proceedings,  and  consider 
how  they  may  be  brought  home  to  them- 
selves.   A  member  hated,  or  dreaded,  by 
the  minister,  is  accused  of  a  crime ;  for 
instance,  of  being  the  author  of  what  he 
thinks  a  libel.    I  select  this  case,  as  being 
the  crime  the  least  likely  to  be  committed 
by  any  one  gentleman  of  the  present  ma- 
jority of  this  House.      No  proof  whatever 
is  given  on  oath  before  you,  because  you 
cannot  administer  an  oath,  except  in  the 
cases  provided  for  by  act  of  parliament. 
You  determine    the    fact  however,  and 
thus  the  minister  begins-with^invading  the 
rights  of  juries.     Before  any  trial,  he  gets 
the  paper  voted  a  libel,  and  the  member 
he  wishes  expelled  is  voted  to  be  the  au- 
thor, which  is  a  fact  this  House  is  not 
competent  to  try  and  determine.     Expul- 
sion means  always,  as  it  is  pretended,  in- 
capacity.   The    member  is    accordingly 
adjudged  incapable.     He  cannot  in  con- 
sequence be  re-elected,  and  thus  is  totally 
excluded  from  parliament.    By  such  ma- 
noeuvres a  minister  may  garble  a  House 
of  Commons  till  not  a  single  enemy  of  his 
own,  or  friend  of  his  country,  is  left  here, 
and  the  representation  of  the  people  in  a 
great  degree  annihilated.    Corruption  had 
not  lent  despotism  wings  to  fly  so  high  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  1,  or  the  minister  of 
that  day  would  have  been  contented  with 
expelling  Hampden,  and  the  four  other 
heroes,  because  they  had  immediately  been 
adjudged  incapable,  and  thereby  incapa- 
citated from  thwartinff  in  parliament  the 
arbitrary  measures  or  a  wicked    court. 
My  expulsioa  was  an  easy  victory  over 
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liberty  and  the  constitution.  It  went  with 
wonderful  expedition  through  all  the  form 
of  this  House,  for  it  was  known  to  be  a 
measure  previously  adopted  in  the  cabinet, 
whose  members  have  through  the  present 
reign  frequently  dared  to  deliberate  oa 
the  invasion  of  the  dearest  rights  of  their 
country. 

Upon  all  these  considerations.  Sir,  hi 
order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
to  restore  our  violated  constitution  to  iti 
original  purity,  to  vindicate  the  injured 
rights  of  this  county  in  particular,  and  o( 
all  the  electors  of  this  kingdom,  and  that 
not  the  least  trace  of  the  violence  and  in- 
justice of  the  last  parliament  in  this  im- 
portant cause  hiay  disgrace  our  records,  1 
humbly  move,  <<  That  the  Resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  I7th*of  February  1769, 

<  that  John  Wilkes,  esq.,  having  been  in 
*  this  session  of  parliament,  expelled  tbii 

<  House,  was,  and  is,  incapable  of  sitting  in 
^  the  present  parliament,'  be  expunged 
from  the  Journals  of  this  House,  as  being 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body 
of  electors  of  this  kingdom." 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gli^n  seconded  the  na- 
tion. He  went  into  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  case.  When  he  came  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  parliament,  he  condemned  then 
in  very  strong  terms ;  asserted  positi?ely, 
that  the  resolutions  now  under  considera- 
tion were  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land; 
destructive  of  the  constitutional  rigfatt 
of  tb^  people ;  and  the  most  violent,  un- 
just, and  ill-founded,  that  ever  disgraced 
this  country,  or  any  free  assembly.  He 
averred  this,  as  a  lawyer,  and  a  member 
of  that  House ;  and  concluded  with  call- 
ing  upon  the  justice  of  the  House,  to 
comply  with  the  motion,  and  rescind  those 
infamous  resolutions.  [[He  spoke  in  great 
pain,  being  at  that  time  afflicted  with  i 
severe  6t  of  the  gout.] 

Colonel  Onsloto.  The  learned  serjeart 
promised  us  to  confine  himself  to  the  pr^ 
sent  question ;'  but  the  warmth  of  hit 
friendship  has  carried  him  on  into  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  case.  I  hopet 
therefore,  the  House  will  grant  me  the 
same  indulgence,  if  my  warmth  and  mm 
for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House 
and  the  public  cause,  should  induce  me  to 
follow  the  learned  serjeant  in  anypowj 
beyond  the  question  before  us.  Before  I 
proceed,  I  beg  leave  to  recall  to  the  nie* 
mory  of  the  House,  that  a  question  rela- 
tive to  the  Middlesex  election  was  »• 
nually  moved  by  one  of  the  most  '**P?f' 
table  membem  of  this  House ;  a  gewe- 
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man,  Sir,  great  in  bis  forttiney  great  in  his 
•bilities,  and  still  greater  from  his  credit 
and  diaracter,  both  within  and  without 
these  wails :  yet  a  question  so  moved,  al- 
ways passed  unheeded  by,  under  a  silent 
tote. 

Sir,  we  are  now  sitting  in  a  new  par- 
liament; we  have  many  new  and  many 
yoaog  men  members  in  it.  It  is,  there- 
lore,  become  necessary  to  debate  the 
question  before  us;  and,  I  hope^  our 
joung  members  will  give  the  most  serious 
atteotion  to  this  day's  business,  which  is 
t  great  lecture  on  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people.  I  hope  the  House  will 
pardon  my  insufficiency,  and  also  my 
eagerness  to  exert  myself  on  the  present 
occasion ;  but  when  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  this  House  is  concerned,  and  when 
1  look  at  that  cHair,  which  has  done  my 
lainyy  so  much  honour,  by  having  had  so 
many  of  my  name  to  preside  in  it,  I  feel 
layielf  called  upon,  I  feel  myself  animated, 
and  will  presume  to  debate  after  the 
learned  Serjeant.  I  hope  I  shall  be  ex- 
CQied,  though  I  was  not  professionally 
bred;  I  was  bred  a  soldier,  and  though 
ny  abilities  are  as  short  as  my  person,  yet 
if)  by  taking  thought,  I  coula  add  a  cubit 
to  them,  I  would  willingly  be  a  grenadier 
on  the  present  occasion,  where  the  neces- 
sary power,  the  honor  and  dignity  of  tlie 
Hoose  of  Commons  are  so  strongly  at- 
tacked. 

Sir,  the  question  before  us  is,  a  motion 
to  expunge  from  our  journals  a  resolution 
tf  this  House,  which  is  as  follows :  '<  Re- 
•olved,  That.  John  Wilkes,  esq.  having 
'been,  in  this  session  of  parliament,  ex- 
pelled the  House,  was  and  is  incapable  of 
atting  in  the  present  parliament/'  Sir,  I 
vill  produce  precedents  to  ^hew,  that  this 
Hoose,  from  1580,  has  constantly  exerted 
that  power ;  and  will  prove,  from  plain 
reason,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  House 
fo  have  such  a  power.  Sir,  the  old  prece- 
dents run,  in  general,  in  words  not  to  be 
misconstrued:  that  the  ofiender  be  ex- 
pelled this  l^ouse,  and  be  presently  cut 
^  and  severed  from  the  present  parlia- 
ment, or  in  some  words  full  as  strong.  I 
desfa^  to  read  the*  precedents.  [Here 
colonel  Onslow  read  several  precedents, 
beginning  with  the  case  of  Arthur  Hall, 
esq.  which  declared  the  member  expelled^ 
to  be  cut  off  and  severed  from  the  present 
parijament,] 

Sir,  these  precedents  fully  and  mani- 
Kstly  shew  what  our  anceitori  and  prede- 
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cessors  held  to  be  the  law  of  parliament, 
that  expulsion  contained  incapacity.  This 
has  been  always  the  law  of  parliament,  even 
in  times  when  the  power  pf  the  people  was 
highest.  I  shall  now  argue  on  the  cases 
of  Mr.  WooUaston  and  Mr.  Walpole,  and 
shew  that  these  cases  do  not  serve  the 
learned  serjeant^s  purpose  on  the  present 
occasion.  Mr.  Woolfaston  held  an  office 
whijch,  by  an  act  of  parliament;  rendered 
him  incapable  of  sitting  in  parliament:  he 
lost  his  seat  by  it  Mr.  WooUaston  parted 
with  his  office ;  and  common  sense  tells  us, 
when  Mr.  WooUaston  parted  with  that  of- 
fice which  created, his  mcapacity,  the  in- 
capacity ceased ;  he  was  eligible  of  course, 
and  had  a  right  to  serve  in  the  then  par- 
liament, which  he  did;  and  though  the 
word  *  expelled'  was  used  in  Mr.  Wool- 
laston's  case,  yet  all  candid  persons  allow  it 
was  nothing  more  than  an  inaccuracy.  Let 
the  good  sense  of  this  precedent  speak  for 
itself  It  does  not  follow,  that  had  Mr. 
WooUaston  been  expeUed  for  writing  an 
obscene,  impious,  6r  traitorous  libel,  that 
the  House  would  have  sofiered  him  to  sit 
in  that  parliament.  As  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Walpole,  surely  nothing  can  be  plainer 
than  this,  that  Mr.  Walpole,  by  means  of 
a  very  spirited  set  of  electors,  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  obtain  a  seat  in  that  parliament, 
from  which  he  was  expeUed.  In'  that  in- 
stance the  House  resolved,  <<  That  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  esq.  havine  been  expeUed, 
was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  the  present  parlia- 
ment." And  now.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  give 
the  House  a  curious  anecdote,  which  came 
from  undoubted  authority,  but  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  mention  from  whom.  When 
the  House,  after  their  declaration,  rejected 
Mr.  Walpole,  on  his  return  home,  he  said, 
that  after  what  had  happened,  the  House 
were  a  parcel  of  fools  for  not  taking  the 
second  person  on  the  poll.  And  what 
shews  stiU  fiirther,that  this  was  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  real  opinion,  is  this,  that  he  would 
not  venture  to  make  such  another  experi- 
ment, but  got  his  friend  sir  Charles  Turner 
to  be  chosen  in  his  stead,  to  fiU  his  seat 
and  preserve  his  interest  at  Lynn.  Add 
to  all  this,  that  when  Mr.  Walpole  came 
into  power,  with  popularity  at  his  heels, 
he  never  even  attempted  to  subvert  or 
alter  that  power  of  the  House  of  Corn- 
mQus,  which  he  had  before  so  strongly 
contended  had  unjustly  deprived  him  of 
his  seat  in  parliament,  and  his  electors  of 
their  rights  and  privileges. 
I  think  I  have  sufficiently  shewn,  that 
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these  modern  precedents  as  little  assist 
the  learned  Serjeant  in  his  arguments,  as 
even  the  ancient  ones.  But  as  i  forgot  to 
do  it  sooner,  I  beg  here  to  answer  the 
learned  serjeant,  in  calKng  the  ancient 
precedents  *  infamous'  ones.  Does  the 
learned  serjeant  continue  in  the  same 
mind  ?  I  find  he  does.  With  what  grace, 
then,  can  th^  learned  serjeant  presume  to 
hope  the  House  will  expunge  the  resolu- 
tion in  question,  when  he,  in  the  same 
breath,  tells  us,  that  we  leave  behind,  on 
your  Journals,  the  most  infamous  prece- 
dents ?  Such  precedents  as,  by  his  account, 
iitare  the  privileges  and  rights  of  the  people 
in  the  face,  and  may,  at  any  future  time, 
gape  and  devour  them.  Are  we,  tlien,  as 
the  present  motion  requires  us  .to  do,  to 
rescind  and  expunge  partially  suoh  reso- 
lutions only  as  come  ad  hominetn  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  to  his  cause  ?  Let  the  learned 
Serjeant,  in  his  robe  of  law  and  justice, 
(as  he  has  gone  into  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  case)  now  declare,  on  what  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  justice  he  leaves  Mr. 
Asgill,  who  was  expelled  this  House  for 
blasphemy,  to  be  hung  up  a  public  spec- 
tacle to  all  eternity,  and  why  nis  friend  is 
to  be  cut  down,  and  his  fame  buried,  and 
sweetened  by  his  mother  earth,  after  his 
being  exposed  only  for  a  few  years.  Yet 
this  will  be  the  case,  should  Mr.  Wilkes, 
in  this  instance,  triumph  over  the  power 
and  dignity  of  parliament.  All,  then,  that 
this  House  did,  will  appear  wrong,  and 
all  that  the  worthy  magistrate  did  in  those 
times,  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  justi- 
fied. 

I  now  proceed  to  shew  why  expulsion 
should  imply  an  incapacity  to  serve  in  the 
parliament  from  whence  the  member  is 
expelled.  Sir,  this  is  a  necessary  power, 
Qtherwise  it  would  be  possible  for  a  few, 
and  even  one  member,  to  traduce  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  or  the  House,  ad  Ubilutn^ 
without  our  being  able  effectually  to  get 
rid  of  him,  and  so  pat  a  stop  to  all  busi- 
ness. Sir,  there  are  men  who  are  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  this— I  hope  not  within 
these  walls;  but  such  men  could  easily  be 
found,  had  not  the  House  the  power 
(which  thank  God  it  has)  of  expeUing 
them,  and  cutting  them  off^from  the  pre- 
sent parliament.  If  the  House  could  pot 
keep  out  such  offenders,  we  might  expel 
all  m  vain ;  they  would  as  often  be  return- 
ed to  us,  and  no  business  go  on,  ad  infi" 
nUumf  unless  we  went  to  ue  crown,  and 
the  other  House,  to  ^oin  us  in  a  Bill  to 
expel  our  own  mv^^iDers,  which  would  be 


an  event  so  monstrous,  that  I  can  ne?if 
suppose  any  House  of  Commons  will  suiler 
it  to  happen.  I  will  now  proceed  to  shew, 
that  the  House  in  the  resolution  dov 
moved  to  be  expunged,  proceeded  only 
agreeably  to  both  the  law  of  parliament 
and  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and  wfll 
meet  those  gentlemen  on  their  own 
ground,  who  argue  with  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, that  such  resolution  is  notcoosor 
nant  to^  the  common  law  of  the  land.  Sir, 
Prynne,  who  is  a  writer  of  great  authority, 
jnakes  use  of  this  expression  ia  his  obier- 
vations  on  the  parliamentary  writs,  ^  tfait 
it  is  no  restramt  on  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  to  prevent  thera  from  chusing  im- 
proper persons  to  represent  them."  What 
do  those  writs  which  are  the  law  required 
We  are  told,  in  the  ancient  writs,  that 
tlie  person  to  be  chosen  as  a  member  ts 
serve  in  parliament,  must  be  probut^  dU' 
cretuSf  ligaiis  ad  lahorandum  potenSf  or, 
as  the  wordb  of  Uie  writ  now  run,  a  sober 
and  discreet  burgess.  Now,  Sir,  can  a 
person  be  said  to  be  probus  et  ducretUt 
sober  and  discreet,  who  was  in  execatiott 
for  writing  obscene,  impious,  or  traitorooi 
libels,  who  was  not  purged  from  his  crimen 
by  having  paid  his  fine,  and  suffered  tbe 
imprisonment  allotted  him  by  his  sen- 
tence ?  Could  Mr.  Wilkes  come  under  the 
farther  description  of  legalised  laboraih 
dum  poiensf  Could  he  attend  to  serve  ba 
country  in  parliament  while  he  was  io 
prison,  from  whence  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament could  not  release  him  ?  CertaiDly, 
as  Mr.  Prynne  says,  he  was  one  of  those 
<  improper  persons'  which  the  writs  pror 
hibit  from  being  chosen  to  represent  the 
people.  Can  a  person  expelled  this  House, 
for  the  crimes  Mr.  W^ilkea  was,  or  for  any 
crime,  be  called  probus  et  dUcretiUf  a 
sober  and  discreet  person,  and  be  eli^W 
again  in  a  few  days  ?  Common  sense,  as 
well  as  common  law,  (^poaes  it.  In  sbor^ 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  eugible  at  the  tioia 
contended  for  by  the  tenor  of  the  writ^ 
which  is  the  common  law  of  the  land ;  and 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  dedaring  thA 
John  Wilkes,  esq.  having,  in  this  sewn 
of  parliament,  been  expelled  this  Uoosei 
was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  i 
member  to  serve  in  the  present  parlia- 
ment, only  followed  the  precedents  of 
former  parliaments,  and  went  ha^d  in  hand 
with  the  writ,  which  is  the  common  hwd 
the  land. 

And  surely,  no  gentleman  will  caDin 
question  or  oppose  a  power  of  this  House, 
which  goes  pari  passu  with  the  cobubob 
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hir.  It  certainhr,  as  Mr.  Ptrynne  says,  is 
BO  reatreint  on  the  liberty  of  the  people^ 
to  prevent  their  chusing  improper  persons 
(0  represent  them ;  the  British  empire,  the 
woiid,  iras  all  before  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tors; surely  they  might  have  found  ano- 
^er  person  of  equal  abilities,  patriotism, 
sod  virtue,  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  represent 
(hem!  If  such  a  person  was  not  to  be 
fimnd  in  this  island,  they  might  hare 
brought  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Gushing,  or  any 
otbr  patriot,  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

I  bcff  leave  to  observe  what  has  happen- 
ed in  the  city  of  London,  on  similar  occa- 
soni.  On  their  late  vacancies  for  alder- 
noD,  the  citizens  have  not  been  able  to  fill 
tbem  from  the  city.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
the  citizens  were  necessitated  to  go  to  the 
vest  end  of  this  town,  and  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  to  find  patriots  sufficient  to 
preside  over  them  as  magistrates,  and  re- 
iraeot  them  in  the  city  senate.  What 
we  they  done.  Sir?  They  have  adopted 
iliess  instead  of  citizens ;  and  instead  of 
Ae  iat,  inactive,  commercial  alderman, 
^  have  chosen  patriots,  as  Shakespeare 
Mj%,  not  sleek-beaded  men,  and  such  as 

S^  o'nights ;  no,  Sir,  they  have  dis- 
ed  the  fiit,  sleek,  well-carcased,  black 
dodc,  from  the  city  coach,  and  have  sub- 
rtitoted  in  their  stead  the  nag-tail'd,  the 
latriotic  alderman ;  they  chdmp  the  bit, 
•bam,  prance,  and  curvet;  but  I  doubt 
vhetber  these  blood-bays  will  draw  quite 
Kirell  ss  the  old  blacks :  and  if  the  Phae* 
ten  DOW  on  the  box  should  overturn  the 
ilste-coach  into  Fleet-ditch,  I  question 
whether  these  light  cattle  will  be  able  to 
fH  it  oat  amdn. 

BatlwiU  return  more  closely  to  the 
<^tttiott,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  if 
we  precedents  I  have  read  had  been  ex- 
tiscted  irom  oar  Journals,  had  they  been 
printed  and  stuck  up  against  the  door  of 
^€rj  parish  church  m  this  island,  common 
•ense  would  have  prevailed,  and  the  peo- 
ple woidd  not  have  been  deceived  and  im* 
poKd  upon  as  they  have  been,  as  to  the 
*hole  (tf  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
^^ooimoos,  in  regard  to  the  Middlesex 
tlection;  and  let  me  say  to  the  young 
■nabers  of  this  House,  that  I  would  have 
wn  strip  these  proceedings  of  their  so- 
^l^tttry,  their  powder,  and  paint,  hy  which 
"i^have  been  disguised  by  armd  men 
™  lawyers;  let  them  wash  and  sweeten 
vie  hackney'd  and  battered  question,  and 
^  take  her  to  their  judgments,  puris  na- 
^>^«Uui;  let  theni  judge  from  the  pkin 


sense  of  the  precedenti  on  the  Journals, 
and  the  plain  sense  of  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  learned  Serjeant  has  called  this 
motion  a  conciliatory  motion.  Sir,  it  is 
quite  otherwise ;  the  worthy  magistrate  and 
learned  seijeant  must  know  the  House  can- 
not agree  to  it,  and  therefore  we  shall  have 
this  question  over  and  over  again  ;  it  will 
be  kept  as  the  continual  firebrand  of  fac- 
tion, to  disturb  and  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people.  Therefore,  Sir,  though  I  am 
convinced  that  the  late  House  of  Com- 
mons only  exerted  the  usual  and  necessary 
powers  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  and  the  Middlesex  election ;  and 
though  I  feel  the  House  ought  to  have 
such  power,  yet  I  shall  be  for  what  I  hope 
to  see,  a  moderate  and  reasonable  Bill  to 
limit  the  time  of  expulsion ;  and  I  implore 
the  House  on  all  sides  to  join  in  such  a 
Bill,  which  will  quiet  the  minds  of  men, 
and  extinguish  this  torch  of  faction:  such 
a  measure  will  be  truly  conciliatory,  and 
God  send  it  may  soon  happen. 

Mr.  Fos  replied  to  tne  Lord  Mayor, 
and  thought  toe  expulsion  a  right  mea« 
sure. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  the  worthy  magis- 
trate was  mistaken  in  ascribing  to  the 
noble  lord  {North)  the  declaration,  if  any 
other  candidate  had  only  six  votes  he 
should  be  member  for  Middlesex.  It  waa 
his  father,  the  late  lord  Strange,  who  had 
made  that  declaration. 

General  Fttzroy  said,  the  magistrate 
was  likewise  mistaken,  in  attributing  his 
expulsion  to  the  noble  lord  (North).  It 
was  the  measure  of  a  noble  duke,  his  bro- 
ther, (the  duke  of  Grafton)  who  was  then 
minister. 

llie  Lord  Mayor  replied  in  a  spirited 
manner,  and  was  particularly  severe  on 
the  insolence  (as  he  termed  it)  of  a  peer's 
interfering  in  the  elections  and  privil^ea 
of  the  Commons. 

Capt.  Lutt'rell.  Situated  and  connected 
as  I  am,  I  cannot  give  a  silent  vote  upon 
this  question  :  not  that  I  mean  to  recapi- 
tulate the  demerits  of  a  case  which  has 
been  so  ably  and  frequently  litigated ;  but 
as  I  ever  wish  to  observe  a  consistency  in 
my  conduct,  so  I  must  express  that  detes- 
tation here  I  have  uniformly  done  without 
doors,  of  every  illegal  proceeding  respect- 
ing Uie  Middlesex  election.  Sir,  I  shall 
not  contend  for  the  impropriety  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  expulsion,  but  as  he  was  eligible 
in  the  eye  of  the  electors  to  be  again  re' 
turned  for  Middlesex^  I  neyer  can  recofr- 
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cile  it  to  mj  ideas  of  right,  how  a  peraon, 
not  possessed  of  the  sumiges  of  a  majority 
of  legal  freeholders,  could,'  by  a  vote  of 
this  House,  become  a  legal  member; 
therefore  I  have  constantly  lamented,  that 
DO  arguments  of  mine,  or  of  the  real 
friends  to  the  colonel,  could  prevent  him 
from  undertaking,  or  prevail  with  him  to 
relinquish  an  act  wluch  I  have  ever 
considered  of  the  greatest  injury  to  the 
public;  but  when  the  colonel  undertook 
this  ministerial  job,  it  was  upon  the  fullest 
confidence  and  assurance  of  being  returned 
by  a  majority  of  legal  votes.  Sir,  he  never 
meditated  the  violation  of  the  sacred  right 
of  election,  but  he  was  unfortunatelv 
doomed  to  be  the  vehicle  through  which 
the  machinations  of  a  certain  faction  were 
to  be  carried  into  execution ;  and  if  he 
has  been  suspected  of  Quixotism  in  the 
head,  I  trust  he  never  will  be  guilty  of 
Stewardism  at  heart.  Sir,  with  respect  to 
the  right  hon.  member  who  moved  this 
question  and  was  the  object  of  that  per- 
secution, I  have  no  knowledge  of  him  in 
bis  private  capacity,  but  in  his  public  one 
I  have  ever  held  him  respectable;  he  has 
exercised  the  great  offices  of  magistracy, 
in  this  metropolis,  with  an  assiduity  and 
firmness  that  is  scarcely  to  be  paralleled ; 
he  has  ever  displayed  that  consistency  and 
uprightness  in  alibis  public  actions,  that  in 
these  times  of  supineness  and  ductility, 
claim  peculiar  admiration. 

Sir,  naturalists  have  observed,  that  at 
any  period  of  our  lives,  there  is  hardly  an 
atom  of  the  human  body  remaining,  that 
belonged  to  it  seven  years  before ;  now, 
perhaps,  that  hypothesis  may  hold  good 
as  to  the  human  mind,  at  least  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  political  life,  if  we  should  judge 
by  the  changeable  principles  and  wavering 
fame  of  certain  inoividuals,  seated  within 
tlie  narrow  compass  of  these  walls ;  and 
therefore  whatever  may  have  been  the  com* 
plexion  of  this  House  seven  years  ago,  I 
will  now  entertain  a  hope,  as  1  feel  myself 
deeply  interested  in  the  wish,  that  we  may 
cheerfully  agree  to-night,  by  such  a  ma- 
jority, as  no  ministerial  magic  can  turn 
into  a  minority,  to  rescind  such  resolutions 
respecting  the  Middlesex  election,  as  may 
have  stained^  the  conduct  of  the  late  par- 
liament. Let  us  leave  them  in  full  pos- 
session of  thoise  laurels  they  so  justly  ac- 
quired, when  they  made  Mr.  Grenville's 
pill  for  the  tfUX  of  controverted  elections, 
pMcrpetual ;  and  as  the  roost  effectual  ser* 
visa  we  (san  render  our  predecessors,  is 
Aompatible  with  our  duty  tp  the  public, 
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let  this^  unconstitutional,  this  opprewii 
act,  be  obliterated  from  memory,  uid  fro^ 
record. 

Mr.  Van  thought  the  hoo«  gentkoia 
who  made  the  motion  might  rest  coqp- 
tented  that  ^e  had  obtained  his  seat,  tnt 
charged  him  with  being  guilty  of  blai* 
phemy. 

The  Lord  Mayor  called  him  to  ordei^ 
and  had  the  resolution  read ;  this  occs«ioa» 
ed  much  laughter.  The-  resolution  wg{ 
read ;  and  no  such  word  as  blasphemi 
pearing,  he  was  called  upon  by  the  j 
Mayor  to  retract  what  he  bad  said ; 
which  he  replied,  though  he  had  mist 
the  precise  word,  yet  impious  and  prs» 
phane  were  pretty  nearly  ttie  same  thing. 

Lord  North  quoted  a  number  of  precil 
dents  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  sod  ri* 
lied  particularly  on  the  expulsion  of  sir  IL 
Walpole,  and  the  casea  of  Maiden  sal 
Colchester. 

Mr.  2\  Townshend  said,  though  tin 
friends  of  the  motion  might  be  now  out- 
numbered, he  did  not  despair  of  seeing  tbe 
day  when  those  infamous  proceediogi 
would  be  expunged,  and  the  authors  of 
them  brought  to  condign  punishooenL 

Mr.  Wallace  insisted,  that  from  the  un- 
interrupted  usage  of  parliament  for  almost 
two  centuries,  the  House  fully  posgeoed 
the  right  of  expulsion. 

Mr,  Attorney  General  said,  he  was  nei* 
ther  in  parliament  nor  in  office,  at  tbe 
time  the  resolution  was  passed,  but  he  un^ 
derstodd  then,  aqd  believed  still,  that  thi 
question  was  decided  on  the  clearest  prio- 
ciples  of  the  laws  and  constitution. 

Mr.  Byng  was  of  the  Same  opinion  with 
his  hon.  friend,  (Mr.  Towpshend)  anddii 
not  doubt  but  tbe  df^  would  arrive  sooner 
than  many  persons  imagined. 

Sir  Georfte  Samie  took  a  very  extensire 
view  of  the  question,  and  argued  it  os 
many  grounds. 

The  other  gentlemen  who  spoke  wen 
Mr.  Gilbert,  general  Fitzroy,  Mr.  St. 
John,  &c.  against  the  motion.  Mr. 
James  GrenviUe,  Mr.  lijchard  GreovilJei 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  WeddeAurn, 
and  Mr.  Vyner,  for  it. 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

•y «. o  J ^rd  Folkestone    -    -    'I  \l\ 
*^^*  t  Mr.  Thomas  Townshcnd  > 

Kab*  $  ^^^  George  Qsbome    -    •  J  «> 
^^^*  <  Mr.  Cooper    ....  J 

So  it  passed  in  the  oegaUve* 
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L%$t  of  the  Minority, 


TsLuas. 

SaUxbuty, 
Lofd  rise.  Fotktttone 

WhUchurck, 
tfr.T.TowDsbend 

BSDFORDSHISS. 

Bedford, 
SrW.Wtke 
fiobert  Sparrow 

Berks. 

.Oimti>pb«r  Oriffilb 
Beading. 

Wmd$ar, 
floD.^dniral  Keppel 
Hid.  J.  Hootaga 

Bocks. 
£*H  ?erbey 
George  Grenyille 

huctangham. 
J.6n>oviile,  jun, 
Kidnrd  Gmivilla 

^Bollock 
CiounBft. 
Chester, 
T.  GrasreiMir 

CoUfWAUi. 

StMd  Molesworth 

Camelford. 
«•  Amjand 

Leskeard, 

Idw.  QibboQ* 
„    8t,Miekael. 
Boo.  T.  Howud 

^•%ke  Ack^iid 

Cdmbkrunii. 
HeMy  Fletcher 

«mcs  Adair 
»ipb  Gowland 

Derbtsbirk. 
*^nl  G.  Cavendbh 

"rf  Fred.  Cayeodiih 

Bktonsbirc. 
,,  Oekkampton. 
^  Wedderburs 


Honiton» 
Sir  George  Yooge 
Laureoce  Cox 

Tolness. 
Sir  Pb.  Jeo.  Clerk 

Exeter. 
J.  Holle  Waller 

DORSETSHIRK. 

Homphrey  Sturt 
J)orchetter. 
John  Damer 

Bridpcrt. 
flon.  L.  F.  Carey 
Tbomaa  Coventry 

Warthum* 
R.H.W.G.HamUtoii 

Foole. 
Jothua  M  auger 

Durham. 

Durham. 
Lieok.  geo.  LambtOD 
J.  Tempest 

Essss. 

John  Lather 

GLODCBtfrBMBBK. 

Sir  William  Giiiae 
Edward  Southwell 

Tewk$bury, 
Sir  W.  CodriDgton 
Joiepb  Martin 

Gloucester. 
Charles  Barrow 

Herefordsh  irb. 
Sir  G.  Cornwall 
Thomas  Foley,  seo. 

Hereford. 
John  Scudamore 

Hbrtforoshiri. 
William  Plumer 
Thomas  Ualsey 
Heriftri 
Paid  Fielde 

HmnrniGDomiiiRK. 
Earl  Ludlow 

Kbnt. 
Hob.  C.  Marsbaro 
Thomas  Knight 

Rochetter. 
Robert  Gregory 

Canterbury. 
StrW.  Mayne 
Richard  Millea 


« /Jfc  ^^"  ^  *''•  Holf«y  d,  Feb.  «ii,  1775. 

yn  Wednesday  «e  had  the  Middlesex  elec- 

wn.  1  was  a  patriot  i  aal  by  the  Urd  Mayor>> 

IWiftei]  «  who  spoke  welland  with  temper; 

l;7  "?"» *  mote ;  it  is  more  tremendous  than 
r^o«J;  the  great  speakers  fiill  me  with 
JJ^r,  the  bad  ones  with  terror."    Gibbon's 

*«^UW«HIS  Works.  ToK  1.  n  AM\ 
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LaNCASHimK. 
Sir  T.  Egerton 

Lancaster. 
Lord  R.  Carendish 

Liverpool* 
Sir  W.  Meredith 
Richard  Pennant 

Wigan. 
George  B^ng 
Beaumont  Hotbam 

Newton, 
Anthony  James  Keck 
Roberty.A.Gwillym 

Leicestsrshirb. 
J.  Peach  Huogerford 

LiNCOLNBIimB. 

Ch.  Anderson  Pelham 

Orimsby, 
Erelyn  Anderson 

Lincoln* 
Lord  Loroley 
Robert  Vyner 

MmOLBSBX. 

John  Glynn 
John  Wilkes 

London, 
John  Sawbridga 
Richard  Oliver 
Frederick  B\ill 
George  Hay  ley 

Norfolk. 
Sir  Edward  AsUey 
Weoman  Coke 
«   Lynn. 
Crisp.  Molineus 
Norwich. 
Sir  Harbord  Harberd 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRB. 
Thomas  Pttwys 
Lucy  Kni^rhtiy 

Northampton, 
Sir  G.  Robinson 

Peterborough,. 
Richard  Benvon 

Higham  Ferreru 
Fred.  Montagu 

North  uMBERLAND, 
Newcastle. 
Sir  Matthew  Ridley 

Berwick. 
Jacob  Wilkinson 

NorriNOHAMSHIRB. 

Lord  Edw.  Beniinck. 

East  Retford. 
Sir  Cecil  Wray 
Newark, 
George  Sutton 

Oxfordshire. 
Lord  Weoman 

Shropshire. 

Bridgenorth, 
Thomas  Whitmore 

Sombrsbtsbirb. 
R.  H.  Coxe 
Edward  PheKpa 


Milhoume  Port. 
Hon.  T.  Luttrell 
C.  Wolseley 

Bridgewater, 
Benjamin  Allen 

Bath. 
J.  Smith 
Abel  Moysey 

BrUtol. 
Edmund  Burke 
Henry  Cruger^ 

SoDTBAMPTOIf. 

Yarmouth. 
Jervoise  Clerk, 

Lymington. 
Edward  Morant 
AndcveH 
Sir  J.  Griffin  Griffin. 

8tockhridge» 
Hon.  J.  Luttrell 

Southampton. 
J.  Fleming 

SrAFPORDSklRX. 

Litchjield, 
George  Anson 

Suffolk. 
Rowhind  Holt 

I>u  jivjcAk 
G.  W.  Van  Neck 

Bury. 
Sir  Charles  Daven 

SuRRr. 
Sir  Francis  Vinoeal 
James  Scawen 
Gatton. 
James  Adam 

BUtchingly. 
Sir  Rtibert  Clayton 
Frederick  Standerl 

Soutkwark, 
Maftbaniel  Polbill 

Sussex. 
Lord  G.  Lenox 
Sir  T.  S.  Wilson 

Bfcjfi^. 
Sir  H.  Gough 

Shoreham, 
Charles  Goring 
•  East  Grinstead, 
Lord  G.  Germainn 
Gen.  J.  Irwin 

Sieyning. 
Filmer  Hooey  wood 

ArundeL 
Thomas  Brand 
G.  L.  Newenham 

Chichester, 
Rt  Hon.  T.  ConoUy 

Warwicxshirb. 
Sir  Charles  Holla 
T.  G.'Skipwith 

Coventry, 
Edward  Roe  Yeo 

Westmorbland. 
sir  Blicb.  le  Fleming 
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Appleby, 
Cr.  JohnatODe 

W0RCESTER8HIBB. 
Edward  Foley 

tSir  John  Riuboat 
Drmtwich,. 

Tfaomas  Foley,  juD. 
Worcester, 

Thomas  Bates  Rous 

Wa.T8. 
Charles  Penniddoek 
Ambrose  Goddard 
LuggerthaU, 
Lord  O.  GordoQ 
Saliiburi/. 
Vfilliam  Hossey 

Deviiei. 
James  Saturn 
Calne. 
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tion  and  delicacy  was  not  to  be  used  io 
perfecting  the  Bill,  it  would  rather  pro* 
▼oke  than  efect  any  good  purpose;  he 
would  not,  therefore,  without  certain  as- 
surances, give  hh  consent  to  its  going  to 
the  conunittee.  He  contended,  that  ths 
first  operation  of  the  BiU  should  be  so  cal* 
culated,  that  the  innocent  might  in  00 
event  be  confounded  with  the  guilty,  and 
observed,  that  the  power  given  to  the  go- 
vernment and  council  of  Kew  Hampsliire 
and  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  take  off  the 
restrictions  laid  by  this  Bill  by  prodama- 
tion,  appeared  to  be  so  limited,  that  they 
could  not  issue  such  proclamation  so  as  to 
secure  those  who  were  evidently  well  in- 
tentioned  fircm  tiie  penalties  of  the  Act: 
he  insisted,  that  in  common  justice  the 
commencement  of  its  operation  should  be 


Knaretborough, 
Hod.  R.  B.  Walsiug- 
ham 

Thinke. 
SirT.  Frankland 
Thomas  FranklaDd 

York. 
Lord  J.  Cavendish 
C.  Tomer 

HuU, 
David  Hartley 
Malton. 
Sa?  ite  Finch 

Cinque  Ports. 
Daoer, 
J.  Trevanion 

Wincheltea, 
C.  W.  Corowali 
WiUiam  Nedkam 

Wales. 

Anglesea, 


Rt.  Hon.  Isaac  Barri    i^^d  Bulkeley 
John  Dunning  Beaumaris. 


Heytesbury. 
General  A'Court 
Westbury. 
Kathaniet  Bayly 

Wot  ton  Bauet. 
Robert  Scot 

Wilton. 
Henry  Herbert 
Domnion* 
John  Cooper 

YoaKSHlEl. 

Sir  G.  SavHe 

Beverley. 
Sir  J.  Penny  man 
G.  F.  Tuffnell 
Ueydon. 
Sir  Charles  Saunders 


Sir  H.  Williams 
Cardan. 
Sir  Robert  Smyth 

Camarwrnshire, 
Tho.  Asheton  Smyth 

DenbighMhire. 
Sir  Wat.  Will.  Wyna 

Merionethshire, 
£?an  Lloyd  Vanghao 

Pembrokeshire, 
Hugh  Owen 

NORTB  BRrrADf. 

Bamffshire* 
Earl  of  Fife 

Elginshire, 
Hon.  A.  Duffe 

Kingheme. 
J.  Johnstone 


fieilby  Thompsoo 

Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  BUI  for 
restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
Neu>  England  Cohmes,\  Feb.  24.  On 
Che  motion  to  commit  the  Bill  to  restrain 
the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  provinces 
of  Massachoset's  Bay  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  and«Providence  Plantation, 
in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, and  the  British  islands  in  the  West 
Indies;  and  to  prohibit  such  provinces 
and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fishery 
on  the  banks  of  Newroundland,  or  other 
places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be 
limited, 

Sir  John  Oriffin  Gr^n^  after  express- 
ing hb  sincere  wishes  to. see  a  happy 
conclusion  put  to  die  American  disputes 
vrithout  bloodshed,  declared,  that  upon 
reading  the  Bill,  he  felt  himself  alarmed, 
and  was  j^ous  thajty  if  th«  greatest  cau- 


delayed  to  such  a  period,  as  would  sift 
those  so  inclined  time  to  return  to  tneir 
duty';  and  concluded,  that  if  this  was  not 
to  be  the  case,  he  should  be  adverse  to  iti 
^ing  one  step  further.  On  the  contrary^ 
if  he  heard  from  authority,  that  none  but 
the  unrelenting  and  intractable  would  fed 
its  influence,  be  should  wish  the  Kt 
success. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  it  was  intendei 
to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  such  manner  si 
would  answer  the  purposes  wished  for  by 
.  the  hbn.  gentleman,  and  that  the  M 
operation  of  the  Bill  would  not  have  e£> 
feet  sooner  than  at  the  expiration  of  ootf 
month  at  least  after  its  arrival. 

A  Petition  against  the  Bill  from  dn 
merchants,  traders  and  others,  of  thed^ 
of  London,  interested  in  the  Ameiicflit 
commerce,  was  presented,  by  the  sfaenl| 
of  London,  and  read ;  setting  n>rth,  **  That 
the  commissioners  are  deeply  concemedi 
to  observe,  by  the  votes,  that  a  Bill  ii 
brought  in,  to  restrain  the  trade  and  com* 
merce  of  the  provinces  of  Massachuset^ 
Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  and  colonies  of 
Connecticut,  and  Riiode  Island,  and  Pro* 
vidence  Plantation,  in  North  Americs,  to 
Great  Britain,  Irdand,  and  the  BritiA 
iislands  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  prohibit 
such  provinces  and  colonies  from  canying 
on  any  fishery  oa  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, or  other  places  therein  to  be  meo- 
tioned,  under  certain  restrictions,  saodhr 
a  time  to  be  limited ;  and  representing  to' 
the  House,  that  the  said  Bill,  should  it 
pass  into  a  law,  will,  in  its  operation  de» 
prive  thousands  of  his  Majesty^s  low 
subjects  of  their  hctual  subsistence!  ^ 
reduce  them  to  extreme  distress,  etrea 
that  of  fiunine,  the  said  provinces  a«t  gf* 
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Benllj  raitiDg  corn  niiBciaitfor  their  own 
topport ;  tnd  by  the  said  Bill  they  will  be 
orefODted  from  reoeiring  any  tuppKeB 
mm  their  ficter  coloniea,  and  preauded 
fma  their  natural  resource,  the  sea ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  hate  reason  to  believe 
tint  Tery  great  numbers  of  men  are  bred 
nd  employed  in  the  fisheries,  who,  in 
hrdiness  and  mtrepidity,  are  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  in  this  extensive  empire, 
nd  may  be  impelled,  by  the  pressing  calls 
of  buDger  and  want,  to  such  a  conduct  as 
mj  be  productive  of  devastation  and 
Uoodshed,  which  may  endanger  the  peace 
nd  welfiue  of  thai  part  of  his  Majesty's 
loericsn  dominions,  or  be  induced  to 
noRite  to  the  islands  of  Mioudon  and 
St  Pierre,  there  to  fish  for  Uie  French, 
nd  nve  our  rivals  the  means  of  supply- 
ng  toe  markets  in  Europe,  and  thereby 
lader  it  difficult  for  us  to  regain  that  va- 
isBble  branch  of  commerce;  and  that 
tliefe  11  DOW  due,  from  the  said  provinces 
nd  cirfoDies,  to^  the  city  of  London,  a 
toy  iaige  sum  of  money,  and  that  their 
RDittances  are  principally  made  by  means 
«f  the  fiiheries,  and  consequently  the  ruin 
hroo^t  on  those  colonies  will  ultimately 
tt  00  Great  Britain ;  and  that,  amongst 
^tber  grievances  of  which  our  fellow  sub- 
jects in  America  so  generally  complain, 
■>  their  being  deprived  of  trial  by  jury  in 

eilar  cases,  and  the  extension  of  the 
ction  of  the  admiralty  courts ;  which 
frieranoes,  the  psetitioners  with  much 
Bnoem  find,  are  not  only  continued,  but 
ttteoded  by  the  present  Bill ;  and  they 
^  it  their  dut;  to  represent  to  the 
BOose,  that  it  is  their  firm  opinion,  that 
^  disquietude  which  universally  prevsdls 
B  the  minds  of  their  fellow  siiOijects  in 
unerica,  will  not  be  removed,  unless 
^t  measures  are  pursued,  and  their 
IKvances  redressed;  and  therefore  pray- 
H»  that  the  said  Bill  may  not  pass  into  a 

^r.  Alderman  Hcyleu  moved,  that  the 
■^^tioDers  have  leave  to  be  heard  by  them- 
*>^  or  counsel ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

^^  28.  A  Petition  of  the  merchants, 
^wn,  and  principal  inhabitants,  of  the 
^  tod  county  or  Pod,  was  presented 
is  die  Home,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
''That  the  petitioners  observe,  that  a 
2|*<»  i»  presented  to  the  House,  from 
JsWrd  nwqror,  aldermen,  and  commons, 
"the  city  of  London,  in  common  council 
«iiembled,  against  the  Bill  nl^ntioned  in 
u^pmsdiiig  Petitipn;  and  that  the  pe- 


titioners beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  re- 
straints intended  to  be  laid  upon  the  New- 
foundland fishery  of  the  colonies,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Bill,  if  carried  into  a 
law,  will  not  by  any  meatis  be  injurious  to 
commerce,  as  the  petitioners  against  the 
Bill  conceive,  because  the  fc^^ign  markets 
can  be  amply  supplied,  by  e  undine  the 
Newfoundland  fishery  of  subjects- resident 
in  England ;  and  that  the  annual  produce 
of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  carried  on  by 
subjects  resident  in  the  mother'  country, 
exceeds  500,000/.  and  that  the  Newfound- 
land fishery  of  the  mother  country  is  a 
constant  nursery  of  seamen  for  the  navy, 
that  great  bulwark  of  the  nation,  every 
fifth  man  employed  being,  by  the  10th  of 
William  the  Srd,  obliged  to  be  a  landman^ 
a  consideration  of  infinite  weight,  the  pe- 
titioners imagine ;  and  this  the  more  espe- 
cially, as  the  profits  of  the  trade  center 
intirely  in  this  Kingdom ;  and  that  the  pro- 
fits of  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  carried 
on  by  the  colonies  mentioned  in  the  Bill, 
do  not  center  here,  nor. is  the  Newfound- 
land fishery  of  the  colonies  a  nursery  of 
seamen  for  the  fleet,  because  the  Ameri- 
cans are  not  obliged  by  law  to  make  use  of 
landmen,  nor  are  the  American  seamen 
compellable,  like  the  British  seamen,  to 
serve  their  country  in  times  of  war ;  the 
petitioners  are  thierefore  greatly  alarmed, 
lest  a  Petition  from  so  respectable  a  body 
as  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  London,  should  operate  not  only  to 
their  prejudice,  but  to  the  general  preju- 
dice of  the  kinedom,  on  a  point  of  such 
importance  to  the  national  prosjperity; 
humbly  submit  the  foregoing  facts  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  soliciting, 
no  less  for  their  own  immediate  advantage 
than  for  the  universal  bendit  of  their 
country,  such  encouraffement  of  the  Bri« 
tish  fishery  to  Newfoundland  as  the  parh'a- 
ment  shall  think  proper.** 

A  Petition  of  Uie  people  called  Quakers 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver, 
and  read, 

^<  Taking  notice  of  the  Bill  to  restrain 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  province 
of  Massachusei's  Bay  and  New  Hampshire, 
and  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  in 
North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britidi  islands  in  the  West  Indies ; 
and  to  prohibit  such  provinces  and  colo- 
nies from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  the 
banks  of  Nevifdundland,  or  other  places 
therein  to  iie  mentioned,  under  certain 
conditions^  and  for  a  time  to  be  limited ; 
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and  that  the  petitionen  are  iofonned^  that, 
in  the  island  of  Nantucket,  on  the  coast  of 
New  England,  there  are  about  5»000  in- 
habitants, nine -tenths  of  whom  are  of 
the  people  called  Quakers;  and  that  the 
said  island  is  for  the  most  part  barren  and 
sandy,  not  yielding  provision  for  a  twen- 
tieth part  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  that  the 
inhabitants  almost  wholly  depend  on  the 
whale  fishery  for  their  subsistence,  pur- 
chasing with  the  produce  of  the  said  oc- 
cupation, grain  and  other  necessaries  from 
the  neighbouring  colonies ;  and  that,  if 
•the  said  Bill  should  pass  in.  a  law,  these 
people  would  unavoidably  up  exposed  to 
all  the  hardships  of  famme  as  no  provi- 
sions can  be  imported  frot.i  any  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  and  their  trade,  by 
which  they  subsist,  will  be  totally  prohi- 
bited ;  and  that  the  said  ir  ibitants,  to  the 
best  of  the  petitioners'  infi  nation  and  be- 
lief, are  intirely  innocent  respect  to  the 
present  disturbances  in  America ;  where- 
fore, in  consideration  o(  the  miseries  im- 
E ending  over  so  large  a  part  of  their 
rethren,  and  others  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, in  that  island  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, under  the  like  circumstances,  the 
petitioners  intreat  the  House,  that  the  said 
Bill  may  not  pass  into  a  law,  as  thereby  a 
most  grievous  punishment  would  be  in- 
flicted on  the  innocent,  and  a  body  of 
men,  whose  occupation  is  hazardous,  their 
gains  uncertain,  and  their  labours  neces- 
sary to  themselves  and  the  cpQimunity, 
would  be  subjected  to  inevitable  ruin  and 
destruction." 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  whom  the  said  Bill  is  committed. 

The  order  oT  the  day  was  read  for  the 
House  to  go  into  the  said  committee.  It 
was  moved  that  the  Speaker  do  not  leave 
the  chair.  The  House  divided.  Noes  24. 
Ayes  97. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee ;  sir  Charles  Whitworth  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  David  Barclay  was  called  in.  He 
appeared  as  agent  for  the  committee  of 
North  American  merchants,  and  wished, 
with  the  permission  of  the  committee,  to 
examine  some  witnesses  in  support  of  their 
Petition.  He  then  examined  Mr.  Brook 
-Watson,  Mr.  Stephen  Higginson,  and  Mr. 
Seth  Jenkins.     After  which, 

Mr.  David  Barclay  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee :  I  will  now,  with  the  indulgence  of 

m  honourable  coAuiueei  tak9  tSe  Uber- 

I 


ty  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  evidenoe 
whi(!h  has  been  given,  trusting,  thatshodi 
I  make  any  improper  observations,  1  shal 
stand  excused,  by  being  in  tf  situation  in 
which  I  am  entirely  unaccustomed.  By 
the  evidence  of  Stephen  Higginson  ant 
captain  Jenkins,  I  think  \X  was  falir 
proved,  that  by  Uie  operation  of  this  BSl 
should  it  pass  mto  a  law,  the  inhabitants  of 
some  of  the  provinces  may  probably,  by 
the  clause  which  is  to  restrain  their  inde, 
be  reduced  to  famine ;  and  that  by  tlied» 
privation  of  their  fisheries,  that  calaoiif 
will  not  only  be  encreased,  but  a  grai 
number  of  mnocent  subjects  undergo  i 

Eunishment  which  they  do  not  deserve,  si 
y  their  occupation  the  majority  of  tbsi 
are  the  roost  part  of  the  year  at  sea,  all 
consequently  must  have  been  absent  fiM 
disturbances  at  home.^— That  by  the  e4 
dence  of  captain  Jenkins,  the  inhabitaal 
of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  will  in  a  gresNi 
degree  be  afiected  by  the  barrenness  4 
their  soil,  and  they  are  the  more  to  k 
commiserated,  because,  had  diat  isM 
remained  within  the  district  of  the  pfl^ 
vince  of  New  York,  as  it  was  origjosh 
they  would  not  have  been  indoded  in  di 
Bill,  it  being  but  about  sixty  yean  sflifl 
the  island  of  Nantucket  was  made  a  fad 
of  the  province  of  the  Massachuset's  ^ 
a  circumstance  that  doubtless  numy  I 
this  honourable  committee  know:  I 
which  may  be  added,  that  as  the  ioUH 
tants  are  peaceable  and  industrious,  i4 
by  the  principles  of  the  majority  and  ll 
occupation  of  all,  they  are  innocent  sA 
jects,  it  appears  extremely  hard  thatdNJ 
should  be  included  in  this  severe  pnoisb 
ment.  When  I  say  principles,  1  do  os 
mean  to  be  understood,  that  tfaepeofi 
called  Quakers  have  not  the  same  regss 
for  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  their  tt 
low  subjects,  but  tiiat  their  principles  \^ 
them  to  suffer  oppression  more  patiead 
than  others,  and  not  without  a  hope  tbi 
their  superiors,  by  proper  and  respectfi 
remonstrances,  may  give  them  relief;  ft 
resistance  they  cannot  adopt.— By  A 
evidence  of  both,  it  i^pears,  how  oofl 
vourable  are  their  ideas  of  thegovemaia 
and  country  of  Haliiax;  how  cettaia  i 
is  that  these  seafiiring  people  will  be  cot 
strained  to  emigrate  elsewhere  for  sebtf 
tence,  and  how  probable  that  some  of  dia 
may  go  to  the  French. — By  the  cvidcsc 
of  Brooke  WaUon,  it  appears  how  &^ 
sive  the  fisheries  were  in  1764,  and  byiU| 
ginson  and  Jenkins,  how  tidy  macn  the 
are  iiuQe  eacr6Vfd«^-*By  the  eridacs^ 
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John  Laoe,  the  large  debt  due.  from  the 
frorinces  of  Ne«r .  jSngland ;  and  that  if 
fjbf  fisheries  should  be  stopped,  bow  Jiltle  is 
|o  be  expected  from  their  other  means  of 
remittance  when  compared  to  the  de- 
mands 00  them,  from  this  country.^ — By 
y^tsoo,  j^igginson,  and  JenkinSt  the  im- 
practicability of  carrying  on  these  fisheries 
fo  an  e<|iiai  extent  and  adyaptage  from 
preat  Bntain ;  and  how  dangerous  it  will 
U  to  divert  out  of  its  usual  chfinnely  .a 
certain  trade,  the  advantages  of  which 
eentrein  this  kingdom. — From  all  these 
caqobined  circumstances,  ][  am  led  to  be- 
lieve, that  this  honourable  Committee  will 
pee  the  impropriety  c^  passing  the  fishery 
JSii  into  a  law  ;  and  I  trust  will  be  con- 
^ced  that  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
|be  city  of  X«ondon  do  not  trouble  this 
Pouse  with  petitions,  but  when  the  neces- 
pitj  of  the  case  absolutely  requires  it,  and 
Aat  their  anxiety  to  be  oeard  at  this  bar. 
Wore  measures  are  adopted,  proceeds  from 
fie  belief,  that  they  .have  it  in  their  power, 
fo  give  such  information  as  may  enable 
jh^  honourable  House,  consistent  with  its 
^fisdom,  its  justice*  and  its  dignity,  to 
jdopt  measurea  the  most  advantageous  to 
ijw  landed  and  commercial  interest  of  the 
^Me  British  empire. 

After  this,  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
fluir.  Sir  C.  Whitworth  reported  from 
yAie  Committee,  that  they  had  heard  the 
|etitioaers  the  merchants,  traders,  and 
l^ttben,  of  the  city  of  London,  interested  in 
Ifbe  American  commerce,  in  support  of 
l^r  petition,  by  their  agent :    and  bad 

Sb  a  progress .  in  the  Bill ;   and  asked 
e  to  sit  again* 

March  6.  On  the  motion  that  the  Bill 
M  engrossed. 

Lord  H(Atte  expatiated  on  the  necessity 

>tf  the  measure,  as  the  only  moderate 

i^Hfi^  of  bringioff  the  disobedient  provinces 

to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  without  involving 

i|^  empire  in  all  the,  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

L  Mr.  CharUi  Fox  said,  that  this  Bill  must 

!  webeen  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  all 

t^  remained  of  the  legislative  authority 

j|f  Great  ^Britain  over  America.    That  it 

iMBtbe  mtended  to  shew  to  the  colonies 

'  .m  tliere  was  no  one  branch  of  supreme 

Jtttbority,  which  parliament    might  not 

1 1^  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  render  it 

I  ^^nable  to  deny,  and  necessary  to  resist 

;  ^  To  prove  this  he  went  through  the 

M^oi  the  several  steps,  by  which  the 

fi^^onty  of  parliament  was  denied,  by 

flPnngbeen.abMsed.    At^first,  saidhe,the 
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Americans  being  pressed  by  parliamcnt*s 
not  chusing  to  kave  them  their  old  privi- 
lege, whether  that  privilege  was  by  law, 
custom,  or  mere  indulgence,  of  taxing 
themselves  internally,  they  denied  only 
our  right  of  internal  taxation.  However, 
it  was  soon  proved  to  them,  by  argument 
and  practice,  that  an  external  tax  could 
be  made  to  answer  all  the  purposes,  and 
to  produce  all  the  mischiefs,  of  internal 
taxation.  They  then  denied  the  right  of 
taxing  for  supply.  Parliament  next  pro- 
ceeded violently  to  deprive  them  of  their 
charters,  and  to  make  them  other  acts 
relative  to  their  trials;  then  they  dct- 
nied  your  power  of  internal  legislation. 
But  still  in  the  midst  of  all  •  their  vio- 
lence and  all  their  provocation  to  it,  thoy 
never  hitherto  have  formally  r^ecte^ 
the  power  of  parliament  to  bind  thehr  trade. 
But  the  British  legislature  is  now  to  con- 
vince the  Americans,  that  if  but  a  single 
branch  of  legislative  power  is  left  to  this 
country,  we  can  make  that  single  power 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  power  to  tax. 
This  Bill,  which  is  to  restrain  their  com- 
merce until  they  submit,  until  they  cease 
to  resist  our  taxing  authority,  and  indeed, 
whatever  else  is  thought  fit  to  be  imposed 
on  them,  will  convince,  he  said,  the  Ame* 
ricans,  that  this  power,  thus  used,  may  be 
made  by  far  the  most  oppressive,  and  worse 
than  any  of  those  they  had  hitherto  denied. 
He  was  quite  satisfied,  that  the  Bill  was 
meant  fot  nothing  else  but  to  exasperate 
the  colonies  into  open  and  direct  rebellion. 
Hitherto  rebellion  was  only  asserted,  and 
that  ambiguously,  of  one  colony.  It  would 
from  this  Bill  probably  become  apparent,, 
and  univertol  in  all ;  and  thus  give  an  op- 
portunity for  drawing  the  sword,  and 
throwing  away  the  scabbard.  He  indeed 
acquitted  the  ministry  of  a  design  of  raising 
a  rebellion  for  the  mere  purpose  of  havoc 
and  destruction.  But  said,  that  as  by  their 
injudicious  measures  they  had  brought  the 
colonies  into  a  state  of  the  greatest  dis- 
obedience, disorder,  and  confusion,  with- 
out being,  at  the  .same  time  within  the 
legal  description  of  rebellion,  this  was  a 
state  of  things  full  of  the  greatest  difiicul- 
ties,  and  in  which  it  required  the  utmost 
nicety  to  conduct  government.  But  when 
things  were  brought  to  the  length  of  re- 
bellion, the  course  of  proceeding,  however 
desperate,  was  simple  and  obvious.  And 
now,  as  by  this  Act  all  means  of  acquiring 
a  livelihood,  or  of  receiving  provisions 
were  cut  off,  no  other  alternative  was  left, 
but  starving  or  rebellipn. 
[8C] 
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land  foreign  trade,  would  be  the  certain 
loss  of  the  whole  debt  now  due  to  the 
English  merchants. 

But  the  point  on  which  he  rested  most, 
was  this :  the  sentence  was,  in  the  mildest 
way,  beggary,  if  not  famine  on  four  great 
provinces.  The  condition  of  their  re- 
demption was,  ^*  When  it  should  be  made 
appear  to  the  governors,  and  the  majority 
of  the  council  in  two  of  these  provinces, 
that  the  laws  would  be  obeyed."  By  what 
evidence,  said  he,  is  this  to  be  made  to  ap- 
pear ?  Who  is  to  produce  it  ?  What  fiicts 
are  to  be  proved  ?  What  rule  has  the  per- 
^n  who  is  to  make  it  appear,  to  go  dv? 
What  rule  have  the  two  governors  to  ae« 
termine,  so  as  to  acquit  them — ^in  employ- 
ing or  in  refusing,  either  to  government 
here,  or  to  the  people  there?  You  sen- 
tence, said  he,  to  famine,  at  least  300,000 
people  in  two  provinces,  at  the  mere  arbi- 
trary will  and  pleasure  of  two  men  whom 
you  do  not  know ;  for  you  do  not  know 
who  will  be  governors  when  this  Act  takes 
place.  And,  lest  these  two  should  risk  an 
act  of  mercy,  you  add,  as  a  controul  to 
them,  the  majority  of  two  councils,  whom 
you  do  not  know,  and  one  of  them,  at 
present,  has  no  existence !  And  as  to  the 
other  provinces,  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  t^e  Act  has  not  \eh  a  man  in  these 
two  provinces,  who,  by  the  exertion  even 
of  an  arbitrary  discretion,  can  relieve 
200,000  people  more,  or  any  innocent  or 
repenting  individual,  let  their  behaviour 
be  what  it  will.  A  governor  of  another 
province,  who  can  never  regularly  and 
officially  know  their  true  state,  can  alone 
be  arbitrary  in  favour  of  justice. 

Tliis,  said  he,  is  because,  in  these  two 
ill-starred  provinces,  the  people  chuse 
their  governors :  but  is  that  a  crime  in  in- 
dividuals, which  is  the  legal  constitution 
of  the  country  ?  If  it  be  a  bad  one,  Eng- 
land has  given  it  to  them,  and  has  not  taken 
even  a  step  towards  altering  it.  On  this 
point,  of  the  unheard-of  power  given  to 
govemors,  of  starving  so  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  at  their  mere  pleasures,  of  which, 
he  said,  no  history  of  real,  and  even  no 
labulous  invention  of  fictitious  tyranny, 
had  ever  furnished  an  example,  he  dwelt  a 
lon^  time,  and  placed  it  m  an  infinite 
variety  of  lights ;  and  kindled  into  such 
warmth,  that  he  was  at  length  called  to 
order.  But  he  continued  to  repeat  the 
Strong  terms,  as,  he  said,  he  had  a  right 
to  give  such  epithets  to  the  Bill  as  he 
pleased,  until  it  had  passed  the  House.  If 
that  'should  be  the  cascj  he  wouki  then  be 
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silent,  because  it  would  be  against  order  to 
speak  of  it  as  it  deaerved,  and  against  pni- 
dence,  to  ofend  a  body  of  men  who  had  so 
much  power,  and  would  shew,  by  pasnig 
that  Bill,  how  harsh  an  use  they  were  di^ 
posed  to  make  of  it. 

He  said,  however,  he  was  coniinoed^ 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  debate,  as  wsft 
as  by  his  private  conversatioo,  that  oMMtof 
those  who  would  vote  for  this  Bill  had  nefcr 
read  it ;  that  what  they  did  was  not  oat  of 
malice,  bat  out  of  respect  to  the  opinkwi  sf 
others,,  who,  by  presenting  them  sach  a 
Bill,  shewed  how  little  they  deserved  tUs 
unlimited  confidence.  He  said,  that  if 
any  were  in  that  situation,"  he  hoped  thaf 
would  have  the  benefit  of  the  prayer  mah 
for  those  who  alone  had  done  an  act  #«nt 
than  this,  *'  Ferghre  them,  they  kaow  aH 
what  they  do." 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  htpm 
with  disclaiming  any  thing  of  cmelKy,  li 
foreign  to  his  nature  and  disposition ;  M 
authority  vonat  be  preserved,  though  tht 
^ilty,  and  sometimea  evto  the  goiltiov 
by  accident,  should  aufier.  That  ngbor 
was  annexed  to  the  idea  of  punJshiniwIf 
and  that  punishment  was  right  or  «ra|9 
according  to  the  desert  of  the  pvtieii 
that  whatever  nectesity  made  this  punish* 
mcnt  so  rigorous,  or  extended  it  tosavai 
a  latitude,  was  owin^  to  those  who,  tsldl^ 
part  wiUi  America,  m  this  House  erdai 
where,  encouraged  them  to  resist  the  fA 
authority  of  parliament.  They  were,  hk 
said,  guilty  of  the  blood  i>f  the  eoloBi^ 
That  he  was  sure  the  taxation  of  Amsridl 
was  just  and  defensible  by  everr  P^^i'^^V^ 
of  the  constitution ;  and  that  thoogb  ni 
ground  of  taxation  was  very  muich  bsalefli 
yet  as  die  whole  question  originated  thcM^ 
It  was  necessary  to  shew  the  fovodalisaff 
the  right  *  this  he  did  by  a  distinct  eaoai^ 
ration  of  the  acts  of  parliament.  >He  m 
clear  and  methodical ;  but  the  Moose  as 
not  disposed  to  listen  to  an  argumeot  vhidi 
they  had  heard  so  frequently  discavei 
He  said,  with  temper,  that  be  g*^^ 
to  that  disposition  of  tbe  House,  aii4  ~^ 
content  to  give  his  approbation  to  tbe ' 

The  question  being  put.  That  tbe 
with  the  Amendments,  be  ingrossed; 
House  dhrided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

tellers. 
So  it  Was  reaoWed  in  tte  aiifllMivv*    ' 
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May  &    The  BQI  being  read.a  Aird 

Mr.  Hartley  iDOYed>  that  the  foDowing 
dtuse  be  ad(ied>  by  way  o^ryder :  **  That 
Bocbing  in  the  Aet  shall  extend  to  prohibit 
the  iinporration  ioto  any,  or-  either,  of  the 
itid  pro?iDcea»  of  aoy  fuel,  meal,  corn, 
iouTy'DT  victualy  which  shall  be  brought 
tttutmse  from  aoy  part  of  the  continent 
of  America."  Thia  danse,  aaid  he,  can- 
not be  objected  to,  eren  by  the  moat  vin- 
dktire  sbjrit,  against  the  four  provinces 
of  Nev  England,  who  are  the  ol^ects  of 
tbii  Bill,  as  it  is  extracted  from  the  Boston 
Port  Bill  of  last  year :  the  lenity  or  hu- 
nasity  of  which  was  never  so  much  as 
fvetended^  even  by  its  adtocates.  There 
ouust  be  a  reSuon  why  yon  should  throw 
itay  this  year,  the  little  share  of  humanity 
viticb  yoQ  had  the  last ;  osore  especially, 
» we  are  come  to  di6c<Wer,  and  even  to 
Kknowlsdge,  by  the  voties  of  this  House, 
ibat  ve  hm  prooeeded  hitherto,  in  this 
hniiieii  with  Aoaerica,  with  rashness,  mis- 
jrigment  and  precipitation.  The  vote  I 
Mde  to  is  passed  but  a  few  days  since ; 
iWi  lays,  or  pretends  to  say,  that  it 
Md  have  been  *  prefer*  (that  is  the 
^Ko)  to  have  proceeded  in  a  w«y  of  ask* 
i%  8  Mpp}]^  of  the  Americans,  by  the 
OBoititational  waj  of  requisitions,  before 
Foceodiitt  to  compulsory  or  for eible  me- 
■odB.  Ikving  confessed  ourselves  wrong 
ii  the  foundation,  it  is  but  equal  justice  to 
oor  feUow  su^ects  of  America  to  sup- 
FB^  tb^  those  riots  and  resistance  would 
■oi  have  happened,  if  we  had  not  be^un 
^  them  cqnfessedlv  in  an  uneonstitu- 
1M»1  way.  JBurely,  then,  it  is  not  a  time 
tosdd  to  the  severity  of  oor  Acts,  in  pro^ 
f<^o  H  we  find,  that  we  have  been  un- 

Cin  the  Outset,  and  that  they  have  been 
to  blame.  It  is  suvely  but  a  little 
Bitter  to  ask,  that  yon  would  not  be^norc 
tniel  towards  America,  Who  haVe  never 
ben  heard  On  their  defence  this  year, 
^  yon  wetre  the  last.  Be«des,  what 
Chntrnction  can  the  town  of  Boston  put 
*^  ynor  present  measures,  if  you  re- 
Ine  the  danse  now  ofiered  ?  They  will  be 
Megcd,  as  in-  actual  war  with  any  fo- 
^iga  eaemy.  General  Gage  has  forti- 
■ed  the  neck  which  joins  Boston  to  the 
tontioeat,  by  wiitob  he  may  intercept  pro- 
^^wons;  and  by  this  Bill  you  proclaim  the 
"Jffle  intention  by  sea.  l>o  you  expect, 
tbt  they  wiU  submit  to  be  starved,  in 
ljj««ve  obedience  ?  What  resource  have 
^  left,  but  resistJance ;  and,  perhaps,  to 
^flAvaMge  of  tte  imaUneai  of  bodA- 


hers  of  general  Gage's  troope,  before  they 
are  r^nforced ;  for  thi'  Act  puts  it  out  of 
all  doubt,  that  you  mean  to  proceed  to  all 
extremities.  I  have  been  informed,  by 
those  who  know  best  the  temper  of  flie 
Americans,  and  I  hope  and  believe  tha( 
they  will  hold  out  their  patieooe  to  thai 
utmost,  and  that  they  wiU  not  strike  tha 
first  blow :  but  what  is  the  difference  to 
them,  whether  you  strike  the  first  blow  bw 
the  musket  or  the  sword,  or,  to  equed  tu 
fecty  by  famine  ?  The  refusal  of  this  clause^ 
will  be  a  declaration  on  your  part,  that 
you  raedn  to  bring  famine  upon  them,  to 
tlie  utmost  of  your  power,  and  therelbre  a^ 
warning  to  them  of  the  mercy  which  they 
are  to  expect  at  your  hands.  As  to  tho 
Bill  in  general,  it  has  been  so  ably  debated, 
that  I  shidl  eoly  add  two  remarks :  thia 
Bill,  by  destroying  the  North  American 
fishery,  net  fusAy  destrors  that  nursery  of 
seameni  but  will  disable  the  provinces^ 
under  the  prohibition,  from  the  means  of 
paying  their  debts  to  this  country,  who 
.thererore  will  finally  be  the  sufferers;  and 
when  the  next  year  comes,  and  you  fin4 
this  consequence,  you  will  Uien  turn  ae* 
cnsera  of  the  North  Americans  for  no^ 
paying  their  debts,  and  you  wiU  add,  a&t 
cording  to  the  usual  falshoods  towards  tho 
Americans,  that  they  never  intended  to 
pay  their  debts ;  and,  by  the  duunce  of 
the  place,.and  the  fiilshood  of  represenia* 
tions,  you  will  impute  those  very  effects 
which  you  have  produced  yourselves,  aa 
the  justifying  causes  of  resentment.  Thia 
is  the  unjust  way  in  which  the  Americana 
have  been  treated,  on  all  occasions.  I 
myself  asked,  the'  other  di^,  why^  on  a^ 
particular  occasion  of  a  ^ight  riot  of  not^ 
more  than  a  few  hours  continuance,  four 
regiments  and  a  train  of  artillery,  were 
ordered  to  Boston  ?  To  justify  this  enor* 
mous  intervention  of  the  military,  I  was 
told  in  this  House,  that  indeed^  the  riots 
were  trifling,  but  that  the  Amerfcans  had 
come  to  a  resolution  to  arm  the  country* 
What,  then^  was  the  real  fact,  as  testified 
by  dates  ?  The  fact  was,  that  the  resolu* 
tion  to  arm  was  not  taken  till  the  troops 
were  seen  in  the  offing.  It  was  the  s^ot 
of  the  troop^i  upon  so  trivial  an  occasion, 
that  gave  them  to  understand  what  they 
were  to  expect ;  and,  by  dates,  the  fiict  la 
verified,  that  they  did  not  take  to  arms  till 
some  months  after  the  troops  were  or* 
dered ;  but  it  was  upon  their  first  notion 
of  the  troops  being  to  come ;  and  the  re^ 
solution  to  arm  against  the  worst,  was  ao- 
tnally  debited  but  a  few  houis  before  the 
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troops  were  landed.  So  it  is  that  facts 
are  misrepresented  in  America,  and  so  let 
me  put  in  mj  caution  now,  that  the  Ame- 
riqiDs  do  now  actually  pay  their  debts, 
like  honest  men,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  and  let  me  be  before-hand  with  this 
charge ;  if  when  the  natural  consequences 
of  these  measures  come  next  year,  we 
should  hear  any  false  accusations  of  the 
Americans,  as  combining  not  to  pay  their 
debts.  1  shall  make  but  one  remark  more, 
but  which  seems  to  me  to  be  of  the  ut- 
Biost  importance  to  the  whole  commercial 
system  of  England,  which  is,  that  the 
plantation-built  bottoms  are  two  thirds,  or 
three  quarters,  or  all  the  bottoms  upon 
which  Uie  British  merchandize,  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  is  carried  on ;  when 
we  meditate  a  blow  at  the  American  trade, 
we  should  recollect  at  least,  diat  there  is 
^is  one  manufacture  (if  I  may  so  call  it) 
of  ship4>uilding,  upon  the  encouragement 
of  which  our  very  existence,  as  a  trading 
people,  depends.  However  we  may  think 
It  our  interest  to  suppress  the  rivalship  of 
the  colonies  with  ourselves,  in  other  ma- 
nufactures, yet  in  this  trade  of  ship-build- 
isff  they  are  our  most  material  and  essen- 
tifu  support.  This  revengeful  blow  at  the 
American  ship'building,  will  fall  most  im- 
mediately ana  fatally  Ujpon  the  manufieu> 
turers  and  merchants  or  every  commercial 
article  in  this  kingdom.  For  these  rea- 
sons, I  am  against  the  whole  principle  of 
the  Bill;  and  if  we  cannot  prevail  to  have 
it  rejected,  I  humbly  move,  at  least,  the 
admission  of  the  clause  which  I  have  just 
offered. 

Lord  North  said,  as  the  Bill  nol  only 
meant  to  restrain  the  colonies  of  New 
England  from  trade  so  long  as  they  would 
not  trade  with  us,  but  also  to  let  them  feel 
the  inconveniences  which  they  must  be 
exposed  to,  while  they  denied  the  autho- 
rity of  parliaiment,  he  could  not,  until  their 
conduct  gave  parliament  some  grounds 
for  it,  agree  in  opinion,  that  paniament 
should  relax  from  the  coercion  which  Uiis 
Bill  meant  to  execute.  He  thought  it  was 
ri^ht  that  they  should  feel  some  of  those 
distresses  which  the  power  of  this  country 
could  bring  upon  them,  while  they  dared 
to  set  their  power  in  opposition  to  it.  But 
even  in  the  exertion  of  force,  nay  of  arms 
if  it  should  become  necessary,  he  never 
should  wish  measures  which  were  cruel. 
The  case  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill  was  quite 
.different.  The  town  of  Boston  had  ob- 
structed our  trade,  and  had  committed  an 
act  of  outrage  a^ponst  it;  it  was  proper, 


therefore,  to  prevent  that  town  from  being 
a  place  of  trade,  until  they  made  reooni* 
pense,  but  as  they  had  not  then  fonnslly 
arrayed  themselves  against  the  power  m 
well  as  authority  of  this  country,  further 
restraints,  such  as  were  in  the  present  Bill, 
were  not  then  necessary,  and  the  per« 
mitting  provisions  and  fuel  to  ao  up  to  the 
town  by  water  was  inserted  m  that  Bill 
The  further  restraints  which  a  more  violent 
conduct  had  now  rendered  necessary,  were 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  and  instead  of  re- 
laxations from  these,  more  severe  ooei 
must  follow,  if  their  conduct  made  luch 
further  necessary, 

Mr.  Burke  was  warm  against  the 
Bill.  It  was  not,  he  said,  sanguina^,  it. 
did  not  mean  to  shed  blood,  but,  to  rait 
some  gentleman's  humanity,  it  only  oMsnt 
to  starve  five  hundred  thousand  people^ 
men,  women,  and  children  at  the  brent 
Some  gentlemen  had  even  expressed  thdr 
approlMtion  €i  famine  in  preference  to  firs 
and  sword*  This  Bill  not  onlvlud  tsfcei: 
from  these  people  the  means  of  subsisting 
themselves  by  their  own  labour,  but,  le* 
jecdnff  the  chiuse  now  proposed,  took 
from  Uiem  the  means  of  being  sobostcd 
by  the  charity  of  their  friends.  You  hsd 
reduced  the  poor  people  to  beggary,  and 
now  you  take  the  beggar's  scrip  from 
them.  You  even  dash  firom  the  moutk 
of  hunger  the  morsel  which  the  hsod  of 
charity  would  stretch  out  to  it.  On  the 
subject  of  famine  he  was  fine  and  pathetic. 

Lord  Oare  said,  he  would  not  enter  tbt' 
list  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  q)oke 
last,  it  would  be  the  waging  an  unequal 
war;  but  he  had  in  his  hand  a  friend  whs 
was  a  match  for  him :  my  old  friend,  sir 
Joshua  Gee,  a  great  friend  to  Aoooic^ 
though  no  patriot ;  a  man  who  has  writtea. 
better  on  trade  than  any  other  man  Uvio^ 
and  who  knew  more  of  America.  Now, 
Sir,  my  friend  Joshua  Gee,  with  a  kind  ef 
prophetic  spirit  says,  if  ever  the  people  of 
New  England  fdiould  aim  to  set  up  ^ 
themselves,  what  must  we  do?  D<N|Sir, 
why  the  very  things  which  are  now  doio(« 
Joshua  Gee  sa^s,  you  must  restrain  that 
trade  and  prohibit  them  from  the  hhetjf 
and  you  will  soon  bring  them  to  their 
senses.  I  hope  Joshua  Gee  will  bes  pro* 
phet  there  too.  But  here  are  his  wordfc 
[He  here  read  a  long  passage  from  the 
book,  and  then  commented  ma  it]  Now* 
Sir,  nobody  that  ever  read  this  psssapy 
thought  this  .conduct,  as  here  proposed^  ts 
be  cruel,  but  necessary  ana  wise,  ^* 
But  since  we  have  got  a  language  ia  thii 
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Home  that  is  fitter  for  the  turbuloDt  ha- 
rangues of  an  American  congress  thad  for 
t  British  parliamenti  every  thinff  which 
voald  restrain  American  independency  is 
QBJust  and  cruel.  But  if  so.  Sir,  how 
come  ^enderaen  not  to  oppose  the  aug- 
mentscion  of  the  army  and  navy  for  these 
purposes.  They  retired  from  that  ques- 
lion;  some  never  looked  to  it;  others 
retired  sturdily  like  Ajax :  they  did  not 
tarn  tbeir  backs,  but,  Sir,  they  retired. 

Mr.  r.  Townihend.  If  the  augmenta- 
lioo  of  the  navy  and  artiny  had  basn  pro- 
posed as  a  force  with  which  to  make  war 
tin  America,  I  would,  Sir,  have  been  as 
sturdy  as  Aiax,  not  retiring,  but  attack- 
ing, I  would  have  set  my  face  against  it ; 
i  would  have  used  every  power  I  had  to 
oppose  it ;  I  would  have  carried  my  oppo- 
ation  to  turbulency,  since  the  noble  lord 
TiB  so  describe  it.  The  reason  why  I  did 
iMt  oppose  it,  I  will  avow ;  it  is  a  fair  one. 
I  knew  that  it  waa  determined  that  a  great 
part  of  the  force  which  we  then  had  was 
to  be  sent  to  America.  I  trembled  for 
the  isfety  of  this  realm,  thus  stript  of  the 
strength  intended  originally  for  its  de- 
face; I  was  glad  when  I  heard  an  addi- 
tional defence  waa  to  be  proposed  for  it. 
I  would  not  oppose  this  necessary  mea- 
gre, though  I  would  not  in  any  thmg  mix 
,melf  with  the  measures  of  ministry. 
He  then  went  into  the  argument  on  the 
*)hject  of  famine  and  starving. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  think,  Sir,  you 
have  now,  by  refusing  this  proposition, 
^QMBpleted  the  'system  of  your  folly. 
Toa  had  some  friends  yet  left  in  New 
'bghnd.  You  yourselves  made  a  parade 
«f  the  number  you  had  there.  But  you 
^  not  treated  them  like  fnends  I  RaUier 
^  not  make  the  ruin  of  that  devoted 
^irj  complete,  your  friends  are  to  be 
'lo^ved  in  one  common  famine!  How 
nost  they  feel,  what  must  they  think, 
'Vkn  the  people  against  whom  they  have 
itood  oat  m  support  of  your  measures,  say 
.to  them,  **  You  see  now  what  friends  in 
.EogiaDd  you  have  depended  upon ;  they 
AP*nited  you  from  your  real  friends  there, 
^Ue  they  hoped  to  ruin  us  by  it ;  but 
*Dce  the^r  cannot  destroy  us  without  mix- 
A^you  in  the  common  carnage,  your 
toerib  to  them  will  not  now  save  you; 
ff'  ye  to  be  butchered  and  starved  in- 
■•criminately  with  us  ?  What  have  you 
^  look  to  for  support  but  resistance  ?  You 
*^  treated  in  common  with  us  as  rebels, 
rf^^  y^w  f ebel  or  not  Your  loyalty 
>«iiuned  you.    Bebellion  alonoi-tf  re- 


sistance is  rebellion— can  save  you  from 
iamine  and  ruin.''  When  Aese  thtnga 
are  said  to  them,  what  can  they  answer  t 
What  part  have  they  to  take  ?  They  must 
resist  in  common  with  those  with  whom 
you  have  united  ihem  in  ruin.  I  thought 
your  measures  were  intended  to  divide  the 
people.  But  when  you  mean  to  destroy 
you  unite  all,  because  you  wish  to  destroy 
all.  Thus  much  I  thought  it  right  to  say, 
that  I  might  mark  the  spirit  of  your  meiH 
sures. 

Governor  Panmall,  having  now,  after 
two  days  debate,  heard  ao  tnueh  about  ihe 
starving  principles  of  this  Bill,  and  of  die 
famine  which  was  to  be  the  effect  of  it  is 
New  England,  rose  to  say  a  few  words^  m 
order,  by  stating  the  fact,  to  wipe  off  frona 
the  Bill  an  imputation,  which  not  only 
the  oratory  of  thoee  who  opposed  it,  bul 
the  indiscretion  of  some  who  had  defended  • 
it,  brought  upon  it ;  the  foul  stain  of  hard- 
heartedness  and  cruelty ;  as  also  to  ada 
any  apprehensions  which  cantlemen  by 
their  oratory,  working  on  a  tact  taken  for 
granted,  had  endeavoured  to  raise  in  the 
breasts  of  the  humane.— As  to  the  starve 
ing  and  famine,  supposed  as  an  effisct 
which  might  follow  from  the  operatioaa 
of  this  BiU,  it  was  a  supposition  too  idle  to 
combat.  The  colonies  of  New  Enghuid 
were  provision  coIonies«  they  were  great 
erazing  settlements;  they  had  not,  in- 
deed, been  equally  attentive  to  tillage  as 
the  fiumers  of  the  middle  colonies  had 
been,  but  they  raised  sufficient  com,  rye» 
and  barley  for  their  subsistence ;  that  nl- 
though  they  imported  some  flour  and  bis- 
cuit from  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  yet 
the  first  was  chiefly  for  the  luxury  of  the 
rich,  and  the  latter  for  fitting  out  their 
shipping.  If  it  became  necessary  to  re- 
strain raeir  trade  the  latter  would  not  be 
wanted,  and  if  people  will  go  to  war  diey 
must  expect  to  give  up  the  rorm^n  If  the 
Bill  proceeded  upon  any  such  principles 
of  hard-heartedness,  or  if  he  could  see  any 
such  crud  effects  in  it  as  had  been  stated, 
he  would  hilve  opposed  it,  instead  of  ac- 
quiescing in  it ;  instead  of  any  such  mis- 
<:hievous  effect  on  the  colonies,  we  should 
have  need  to  watoh,  that  it  did  not  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effect,  namely,  that  of 
turning  their  thoughts  more  seriously  to 
tillage ;  if  it  shoulo,  might  it  not  have  the 
offset  fid>led  in  the  story  of  Antssus,  that 
the  moment  in  which  they  touch  the 
ffround,  from  Uiat  moment  they  should 
derive  strength.  He  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  considered  this  Bill  simply  as  e 
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caammneial  regdatioa;  as  a  iemporarv 
withDoUing  «f  those  indulgences  Trbicii 
particular  lairt  and  connivance  had  given, 
in  relaxation  of  the  general  lawB  on  which 
the  plantation  trade  had  been  originally 
established;  as  withholding  these  indul- 
gences  so  long  as  the  colonies  should 
think  fit  to  prohibit  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain ;  it  was  from  seeing  and  consider- 
ing it  in  this  light  alone  that  he  acquiesced 
in  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Dundas  ^Solicitor  Gene- 
ral of  Scotland).  In  wnat  I  said  in  a 
late  ddiate,  I  did  not  say  that  I  ap- 
proved of  measures  of  starving  a  whcoe 
|ieople;  bdt,  that  if  matters  between  us 
and  tike  Americans  were  come  to  that 
issue,  that  we  must  at  last  use  force,  and 
perhaps  the  sword ;  surely  those  measures 
which  would  prevent  them  from  being  able 
Jto  rensty  migat  prevent  us  from  coming  to 
4Jbe  harsher  measures  of  the  sword  and 
Idoodshed.  I  thought  these  measures 
would  bring  them  to  their  senses,  and 
would  thermre,  in  the  end,  prove  mercy 
to  them.  This,  I  lu^d,  would  be  the 
true  operation  and  effect  of  this  Bill ;  and, 
jtherefove,  approving  that  operation,  1  must 
disapprove  this  motion. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  said  clause  be 
read  a  second  time,  the  House  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

TellenB. 

So  it  passed  in  the  ne^tive.  The  Bill 
was  then  passed  and  carried  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  that  a  letter  had  been 
written  by  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  to  go- 
.vemor  Golden,  of  New  York,  dated  the 
•10th  Dec  1774»:  as  this  letter  contained 
matter  wdl  worthy  the  consideration  and 
attention  of  the  House,  he  should  be  glad, 
he  said,  to  have  it  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Rigby  opposed  this.^  He  said  ad- 
ministration must  always  be  understood  to 
-be  the  sole  judges  of  what  is  and  what  is 
.not  praper  to  be  laid  before  the  House.  • 

Mr.  !r.  Toioiuhend  observed,  it  was  a 
.very  novel  and  extraordinary  doctrine  to 
•affirm,  that  when  a  paper  was  cidled  for, 
and  particularly  described,  it  was  m  the 
option  of  the  minister  to  produce  or  with- 
'hold.it  at  his  pleasure. 

Lord  North  contended  there  were  many 
.papers,  which  a  mere  spirit  of  curiosity 
might  prompt  men  to  caU.fiNr;  but  that 


bare  curiosiHy,  in  his  opinion,  sboM  ■( 
be  gratified,  when  it  might  be  productin 
o£  evil ;  that  he  believed  it  was  neitli^ 
novel  nor  extraordinary  to  keep  maif 
matters  secret. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  the  noble  lord  from  llif 
beginning  liad  taken  care'  to  lead  dy 
House  blindfold ;  and  would,  he  was  m^^ 
tain,  continue  to  do  so,  till  he  found  $ae$ 
personal  convenience  in  act;ing  otberviM 
He  pronounced  confidently,  that  the  S| 
Just  parsed  could  not  succeed :  ai;id  ds^ 
sired  the  noble  loi:d  to  recojlect  his  wordfa 
and  at  the  same  time  not  to  come  to  M 
liament,  telling  them,  though  the  meinif 
miscarried,  it  was  their  measure,  for  if  tbd 
had  not  framed,  they  had,  after  the  fuHJj 
deliberation,  approved  of  it.  The  feet  v|| 
the  very  reverse,  as  his  lordship  bad  bett 
both  the  framer  and  approver ;  andbylfil 
arts  of  misinformation  on  one  hand,  an^ 
want  of  any  material  information  oo  jddj 
other,  parliament  were  .persuaded  into  ^ 
approbation  of  his  measures. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  moved  for  the  ajt 
Paper :  but  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Petition  and  Memorial  of  the  Assaflf 
of  Jamaica  to  the  Kin^  in  CouncUJ]  Qi' 
vemor  Johnstone  said,  he  had  been  i» 
formed  that  an  extraordinary  Fetitioi; 
from  Jamaica  had  been  received  by  419: 
minist/er^,  the  contents  of  which  werei^ 
the  utmost  importance;  and  desired  ti 
know  the  reason  why  it  was  not  laid  before 
the  House  I 

Lord  North  said,  he  c^uld  assign  xe 
reason.  The  Petition  was  from  the  fSr 
sembly  of  the  island,  hastily  9gr^  opoiH 
just  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Fox  thought  that  was  a  auScieoC 
reason  to  force  it  upon  his  Iprdflhip^ji 
notice ;  for  it  was  his  lordship's  practice  ^ 
transact  the  mostimporttantbi|9inesssttbe 

end  of  the  session. 

Lord  North  said  it  should  be.broogi^ 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

Jamaica,  ss.  To  the  King's  most  excel- 
lent Majesty  in  Council.  The  buna- 
ble  PetititJn  and  Memorial  of  tw 
Assembly  of  Jamaica. 

*'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  . 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutifuIW 
loyal  subjects  the  assembly  of  Jaa*^ 
having  taken  into  our  consideration  W 
present  critical  state  ^f  the  colonies^  ^^^ 
bly  approach  the  throne  to  assure  jo^ 
Majesty  of  our  jnost  dutiful  rc^wd  to  J^ 
royd  peraon  and  family,  a^d  eur  attwo* 
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IpflDt  to  and  FeCaoceoD  our  fisUaw  ix|I^ect3 
in  Great  Britain,  founded  on  tfie  most 
lolid  and  durable  bask;  the  continued 
mjajrnieots  of  our  personal  rights  and  thie 
flecaricj  of  our  properties. 

"  That  weak  and  feeble  as  this  colony 
'^  from  its  very  small  number  of  wbit^ 
iobabitants  and  its  peculiar  situation^  from 
the  iDcumbrance  of  more  than  200»000 
fhures,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  we  now 
intend,  or  ever  could  have  intended  resis- 
Hoce  to  Great  Britain. 

"  That  this -colony  has  never,  by  riots 
lar  odier  violent  measures,  opposed  or  per- 
laiued  an  act  of  resistance  against  any 
lav  imposed  on  us  by  Great  Britain,  though 
flvays  truly  sensible  of  our  just  rights  and 
sTtbe  pernicious  consequences,  botli  to 
Ae  parent  and  infant  state,  with  which 
fnat  af  them  musi  be  attended ;  always 
idjing  with  the  most  implicit  confidence 
fD  the  justice  and  paternal  tenderness  of 
jour  Majesty,  even  to  the  most  feeble  and 
want  of  your  subjects,  and  depending, 
^  when  your  Majesty  and  your  parlia- 
BKnt  should  have  maturely  considered  and 
deliberated  on  the  claims  of  Great  Britain 
^  her  colonies,  every  cause  of  dissatis- 
Won  would  be  removed.  That  justly 
^9naed  at  the  approaching  horrors  of  an 
^fooatural  contest  between  Great  Britain 
»A  her  colonies,  m  which  the  most  dread- 
,61  calamities  to  this  island,  and  the  inevi- 
l>hle  destruction  of  the  small  sugar  colo- 
t^  are  invcrived :  and  ex<^ited  by  these 
.^ehensioos,  as  well  as  by  our  affection 
l»r  our  fellow  subjecU  both  in  Great  Bri- 
PD  and  the  colonies,  we  implore  your 
[Jaajesty's  favourable  reception  of  this  our 
homble  petition  and  memorial,  as  well  on 
f^^  of  ourselves  and  our  constituents  the 
ripod  people  of  this  island,  as  on  behalf  of 
pother  his  Majesty's  subJecU  the  colonisU 
JJ  America;  but  especially  those  who 
«>oiir  at  present  under  the  heavy  weight 
«  jottr  M^esty's  displeasure,  for  whom 
ve  entreat  to  be  admitted  as  humble 
■Mtors  that  we  may  not  at  so  important  a 
<n«»be  wanting  to  contribute  our  sincere 
,lDd  welUmeant,  however  small,  endea- 
'^'■^is,  to  heal  Chose  disorders  which  may 
w^rwise  terminate  in  the  destruction  of 
»e  empire. 

f  **  That  as  we  conceive  it  necessary  for 
,r^  purpose  to  enter  into  the  different 
^^™>»  of  Great  Britain  and  her  coloniea, 
i<^£  beg  leave  to  place  it  in  the  royal  mind 
|tP*,Uie  first  established  principle  of  the  con- 
*t«jbn,  that  the  people  of  England  have 
i^nght  to  partake,  and  do  partake,  of  the 
CV0L.XV1II.]  .^ 


legislation  of  their  country ;  and  that  no 
laws  can  affect  them  but  such  aa  receive 
their  assent  given  by  themselves  or  their 
represen^ves ;  and  it  foUpws  therefore 
that  no  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  English 
subjects  either  can  or  ever  could  legislate 
for  any  other  part. 

<<  Tb^  the  settlers  of  the  first  colonies* 
but  especially  those  of  ,the  elder  coloniea 
of  North  America,  as  well  as  the  con- 
querors of,  this  island,  were  a  part  of  the 
fnglish  people,  in  every  respect  equal  to 
them,  and  possessed  of  every  ri^ht  and 
privilege  ^t  the  time  of  their  emigration^- 
which  the  people  of  Ensland  were  pos- 
sessed of,  and  irrefraeably  to  that  great 
rijght  of  censentixiff  to  the  laws  which  sbould 
bind  them,  in  alT  cases  whatsoever,  and 
who  en^grating  at  first  in  small  numbers 
when  they  might  have  been  oppressed, 
such  rights  and  privileges  were  constantly 
guaranteed  by  the  crown  to  the  emigrants 
and  conquerors,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed 
by  them  in  the  places  to  which  they  emi* 
grated,  and  were  confirmed  by  many  re- 
peated  solenm  engagements  made  public 
by  proclamation,  under  the  faith  of  which 
they  did  actually  emigrate  and  conquer^ 
ana  therefore  the  people  of  EnglandT  had 
no  rights,  power,  or  privilege  to  give  to . 
the  emigrants  as  these  were  at  the  time  of 
their  emigration,  possessed  of  all  auch 
rights  equally  with  themselves. 

*'  That  the  peers  of  England  were  pos- 
sessed of  very  eminent  and  distinguished 
privileges  in  their  own  righta  as  a  branch 
of  le^i2ature.  A  court  of  justice  in  the 
dernier  resort  for  all  appeals  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  in  the  first  instance,  for  all  causes 
mstituted  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  but  that  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  ever  considered  themselves  as  acting 
in  such  capacities  for  the  colonies,  the 
peers  having  neve;r  to  this  day  heard  or  de- 
termined the  causes  of  the  colonists  in  a|>- 
peal,  in  which  it  ever  was,  and  is  their 
duty,  to  s^^e  the  subjecta  within  the 
realm. 

**  That  from  what  has  been  said  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  emigrants  could  receive  no- 
thing  from  either  the  peers  or  the  people, 
the  former  being  unable  to  communicate 
their  privileges,  and  the  latter  on  no  more 
than  equal  footing  with  themselves,  but 
that  with  the  king  it  was  far  otherwise. 
The  royal  prerogative  as  now  annexed  to, 
and  belonging  to  the  crown,  being  totally 
independent  of  thepeople^who  cannot  in- 
vade, add  to,  or  diminish  it ;  nor  restrain, 
por  invalidate  tho^  legal  grants  which 
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the  prerogative  hath  a  just  right  to  give, 
and  hath  very  liberally  given  for  the  en- 
couragement of  colonization.  To  some 
colonies  it  granted  almost  all  the  royal 
powers  of  government  which  they  hold 
and  enjoy  at  this  day,  but  to  none  of  Uiem 
did  it  grant  less  than  to  theorist  conquerors 
of  this  island,  in  whose  favour  it  is  declared 
by  a  royal  proclamation,  that  they  shall 
have  the  same  privileges  to  all  intents  and 
purposesi  as  the  freeborn  subjects  of  Eng- 
lana. 

**  That  to  use  the  name  or  authority  of 
the  people  of  the  parent  state,  to  take  away 
or  render  ineffectual  the  legal  grants  of 
the  crown  to  the  colonists,  is  delusive,  and 
destroys  that  confidence  which  the  people 
Have  ever  had  and  ought  to  have  of  the 
most  solemn  royal  grants  in  their  favour, 
and  renders  unstame  and  insecure  those 
very  rights  and  privileges  which  prompted 
their  emigration. 

^  «  That  jour  colonists  and  your  peti- 
tioners having  the  most  implicit  confidence 
m  the  royal  faith,  pledged  to  them  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  by  your  predecessors, 
rested  satisfied  with  their  different  portions 
of  the  royal  grants,  and  having  been  bred 
from  their  infancy  to  venerate  the  name  of 
parliament,  a  word  still  dear  to  the  heart  of 
erery  Briton,  and  considered  as  the  palla- 
dium of  liberty,  and  the  ffreat  source  from 
whence  their  own  is  derived,  received  the 
several  acts  of  parliament  of  England  and 
Great  Britain  for  the  regulation  of  the 
trade  of  the  colonies,  as  the  salutary  pre- 
cautions of  a  prudent  father  for  the  pros- 
perity of  a  wide  extended  family ;  ana  tliat 
in  this  light  we  received  them  without  a 
thought  of  questioning  the  right,  the 
whole  tenor  of  our  conduct  will  demon- 
strate, for  above  one  hundred  years ;  that, 
though  we  received  these  regulations  of 
trade  from  our  fellow  subjects  of  England 
and  Great  Britain,  so  advantageous  to  us, 
as  colonists,  as  Englishmen,  and  Britons, 
we  did  not  thereby  confer  on  them  a 
power  of  legislation  for  us^  far  less  of  de- 
stroying us  and  our  children,  by  divesting 
,118  of  afi  rights  and  property. 

^*  That  With  reluctance  we  have  been 
drawn  ftom  the  prosecution  of  our  internal 
affiiirs,  to  beholawitb  amazement  a' plan 
almost  carried  into  execution,  fpr  enslav- 
ing the  colonies ;  founded,  as  we  conceive, 
cm  a  claim  of  pajrliament  to  bind  the  colo- 
nists in  all  cases  Whatsoever. 

**  Your  humble  petitioners  have  for 
•everal  years  with  deep  and  silent  sorrow, 
lamented  this  unrestrained  exercise  of  le- 


gislative power,  still  hoping  from  the  into^' 
position  of  tbeir  sovereign,  to  avert  dm 
last  and  greatest  of  calamities,  that  ofbelif 
reduced  to  an  abject  state  of  slavey,  k| 
having  an  arbitrary  government  estabraJMl 
in  the  colonies ;  tor  the  yery  attempting  4 
which,  a  minister  of  your  predecetNii 
was  impeached  by  a  House  or  ComnKM^ 

**  With  like  sorrow  do  we  find  M 
popish  religion  establidied  bylaw, wludi 
by  treaty  was  only  to  be  tolerated. 

**  That  the  most  essential  rights  of  tt 
colonists  have^een  invaded,  and  their  pni 
perty  given  and  granted  to  your  Majen 
by  men  not  entitled  to  such  a  power.    \ 

**  That  the  murder  of  the  colonists  faa| 
been  encouraged  by  another  Act, 
lowing  and  annulling  their  trials  by  jni 
of  the  vicinage ;  and  that  fleets  and  a 
have  been  sent  to  enforce  those  dn 
laws. 

**  We  therefore,  in  this  desperate 
tremity,  most  humbly  beg  leave  to 
proach  the  throne,  to  declare  to  ^our 
jesty,  that  our  fellow  subjects  in  ^ 
Britain,  and  consequently  &eir  re} 
tatives  the  House  of  Commons,  have  not  J 
right,  as  we  trust  we  haye  shewn,  to  k 
late  for  the  colonies ;  and  that  yoor  [ 
tioners,  and  the  colonists,  are  not  ndi^ 
ought  not  to  be  bound  by  any  other  Isw^ 
than  such  as  they  have  themselves  asMot- 
ed  to,  and  not  disallowed  by  your  Ms* 
jesty. 

•*  Your  pcititiooers  do  tlierefwc  vam 
this  claim  and  demand,  from  tbeir  sove^i 
reign,  as  guarantee  of  their  just  rights,  ol^ 
the  faith  and  confidence  of  which  tbef : 
have  settled,  and  continue  to  reside  is! 
these  distant  parts  of  the  empire,  tbatoi 
laws  shall  be  made  and  attempted  fo^ 
forced  upon  them,  injurious  to  their  rig™ 
as  colonists,  Englishmen,  or  Britons. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  fully  senaW 
of  the  great  advantages  that  have  snses 
from  the  regulations  of  trade  in  i^jl^ 

Srior  to  the  year  1760,  as  well  to  Gfe» 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  as  to  your  pcfr 
tioners  in  particular,  and  being  *"*'2j2 
desirous  of  encreasing  the  good  efecw 
of  these  laws;  as  well  as  to  '^®"^'*J? 
obstacle,  which  is  now  in  our  governmew, 
and  could  not  have  existed  on  the  p^ 
ciples  of  our  constitution,  as  it  hath  ans* 
from  colonization ;  we  do  declare  ft>roa^ 
selves  and  the  good  people  of  thi»Jf"''J 
that  we  freely  consent  to  the  pperatnm  » 
all  such  acts  of  the  Pritisb  parliamentT" 
are  limited  to  the  regulation  of  otfr  »• 
ternal  commerce  only,  and  the  sole  oop» 
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of  wliich  are  the   mutual   advantage  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies, 

*<  We,  your  petitioners,  do  therefore 
beseech  your  Majesty,  that  you  will  be 
pjeased,  as  the  common  parent  to  your 
nbjects,  to  become  a  mediator  between 
jour  European  and  American  subjects, 
»d  to  consider  the  latter,  however  far  re- 
aoved  from  your  royal  presence,  as  equally 
istitled  to  your  protection,  and  the  bene- 
£t8  of  the  English  constitution,  the  depri- 
ntba  of  which  must  dissolve  that  de- 
peadenoe  on  the  parent  state,  which  is  our 

^to  acknowledge^  whilst  enjoying 
rights,  under  £er  protection.  But 
ihottld  this  bond  of  union  be  ever  destroy- 
ed and  the  colonists  reduced  to  consider 
tkemselves  as  tributaries  to  Britain,  they 
cease  to  venerate  her  as  an  affection- 
ike  parent 
*'  We  beseech  your  Majesty  to  believe, 
It  it  is  our  earnest  prayer  to  Almighty 
vrideoce  to  preserve  your  Majesty  in 
ll  happiness,  prosperitv,  and  honour,  and 
Ibt  there  may  never  be  wanting  one  of 
imr  iDostrious  line  to  transmit  the  bless- 
of  our  excellent  constitution  to  the 
posterity,  and  to  reign  in  the  hearts 
^  t  loyal,  grateful  and  affectionate 
Inple. 
**  Fassed  the  Assembly  this  23rd  day  of 
December,  1774/* 

Bd(Ue  in  the  Lards  on  the  Tythe  Cause 
^'^^n  against  Bree.2  March  6.  This 
was  heard  a  remarkable  Tythe  Cause, 
were  called  in  to  be  heard  in  the 
wherein  Charles  Chaplin,  esq.  is  ap- 
kt,  and  John  Bree,  clerk,  is  respon- 
)t,  beiDff  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the 
Dt  of  Exchequer  of  the  16th  of  May 
fi*  The  case  shortly  was  this :  two  is- 
had  been  tried  at  the  assizes  of  Lin- 
to  enquire  what  were  the  modes  for 
tbg  tythes  in  the  parish  of  Rysom, 
whether  the  lands  in  question,  of  which 
>e  was  demanded,  were  extra-parochial, 
wiihin  the  parish.  The  jury  found  for 
*  Chaplin,  the  proprietor  ,of  the  land. 
P  Blackstooe  attended,  and,  as  the 
who  tried  the  cause,  reported  the 
His  opinion  was^  that  the  ver- 
was  against  evidence.  The  clergy- 
Mr.  Bree,  applied  to  the  court  of 
>e<iuer,  and  obtained  two  orders  for 
trials,  which  Mr.  Chaplin  now  com- 
led  of;  and  against  these  orders  ap- 
fffl^  ^  the  House  of  Lords— —It  appear- 
Wby  the  judge's  report,  and  the  argu- 
l^ttti  of  counsel,   that  the  appelbrnt. 


Chaplin,  was  owner  and  occupier  of  all  the 
lands  in  the  parish  of  Rysom  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lincoln,  to  the  amount  of  2,000 
acres^  for  which  he  paid  no  tythe  whatever, 
but  a  sum  of  money  of  15/.  lOs,  l^d.  by 
way  of  composition :  this  being  consider 
rably  under  the  real  value,  the  respondent, 
Bree,  rector  of  the  parish,  exhibited  his 
bill  in  the  court  of  Exchequer,  Hilary  term, 
1769,  praying  that  the  appellant  might  be 
deemed  to  account  with  mm,  according  to 
the  real  and  full  value  of  the  lands.  The 
appellant  admitted,  generally,  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  the  respondent's  bill ; 
but  insisted  that  part,  of  the  lands  called 
Grange  de  Lynge,  mentioned  in  the  plead- 
ings, were  not  within  the  parish  of  Ry- 
som, being  extra-parochial ;  and  that  an 
ancient  composition  real,  anterior  to'  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  had  been  made 
between  the  patron  and  parson  of  the  pa- 
rish, for  the  yearly  sum  of  15/.  lOs,  1^^.  in 
lieu  and  full  satisfaction  of  all  tythes,  and 
other  ecclesiastical  dues.  The  said  cause 
being  heard  before  the  barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, two  issues  were  directed  to  be 
tried,  the  first  at  the  next  Lincoln  assizes, 
to  enquire  whether  the  lands  of  Grange  de 
Lynge  were  in  the  parish  of  Rysom ;  the 
second,  whether  there  had  been  any  com- 
position real  between  the  patron  and  par- 
son, previous  to  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth. On  the  25th  and  26th  of  March, 
1774,  both  matters  came  to  be  determined 
before  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  and  two 
special  juries,  at  Lincoln,  when  verdicts  id 
both  issues  were  found  for  the  appellant, 
that  Grange  de  Lynge  was  extra-paro- 
chial ;  and  that  there  had  been  an  ancient 
composition  real,  paid  in  lieu  and  full  sa- 
tisfaction of  tythes  and  ecclesiastical  dues. 
—The  respondent,  looking  upon  himself 
to  be  aggrieved  by  both  verdicts,  and  con- 
ceiving that  the  learned  judge  who  tried 
the  cause,  ^by  hia  direction  of  the  jury) 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  appellant  had  fail- 
ed in  proving  the  affirmative,  or  either  of 
the  propositions  on  which  he  rested  his 
cause,  applied  for  a  new  trial  at  the  court 
of  Exchequer,  who,  afier  hearing  counsel 
several  days,  thought  fit  to  order  a  new 
trial  on  both  issues,  against  which  the  ap- 
pellant, Chaplin,  appealed.— -As  soon  as 
the  counsel  had  finished  the  reply. 

Lord  Chancellor  Apstey  observed,  that 
the  whole  of  the  first  question  rested  solely 
01^  the  construction  of  the  terms,  in  whi<^ 
the  grant  of  the  30th  Henry  8  to  Charles 
Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk,  of  the  lands  io 
question,  waa  conceived.    His  lordship  re* 
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of  mnn,  tmd  where,  besides,  the  few  priM 
\y  functions  performed  are  paid  for  to  i 
neighbouring  clergyman.  ^Bat  kowever 
unreasonable  and  inequitable  such  a  daitt 
may  be,  there  is  stfll  sometfiing  infiidtelf 
worse,  when  we  come  to  examine  some  n 
the  circumstances  attendmg  this  caie. 
This  gentleman^  father  purchased  tS» 
estate  in  1721,  tinder  the  idea  of  itsbetBt 
only  encumbered  with  a  payment  of  l£ 
per  annum ;  and  at  the  end  of  half  a  cea- 
tury ,  a  clehn  is  made  whibh  will  coaade- 
rably  lessen  its  value ;  and  what  still  caosei 
additional  aggravation  is,  that  the  prMil 
appeUant  and  his  ikther  have  expeoM 
above  8,000^.  in  improving  the  estate;  m 
that  a  man  may  sink'  his  whole  forttme  ft 
imnrovement,  and  be  permitted  to  do  n^ 
ana  by  this  doctrine  it  may  go  on  firoa  ftf 
ther  to  son  successively  for  a  century  aa^ 
a  half;  and  %rhen  the  wild  or  waste  a 
brought  into  a  state  of  cnltivation,  tlw 
some  dormant  claim  is  set  op,  wberdlf 
the  person  or  family  may  be  at  c/M 
stripped  c/f  die  (ruits  of  their  ihdu^. 
His  lordship,  therefore,  said,  that  if  a  oa* 
tion  had  not  been  already  made  by  tk^ 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsael^ 
he  should  move  for  reversing  both  ordef^ 
but  at  all  events  he  should  give  the  hittdf 
part  of  it  his  hearty  negative. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  said,  that  theDrip- 
dples  of  the  Revolution  were  stroo^j  is 
&vour  of  juries,  and  that  he  sliould  aevcr 
sit  silent,  and  hear  it  as  a  doctrine  oottt 
be  departed  from,  that  the  fudges  were  el 
determine  when  juries  did,  6r  did  w^i 
perform  their  duty ;  that  however  iH^J 
respect  he  might  entertaiti  for  t*^^ J^^ 
judge  who  tried  the  cause,  or  defefeodl 
he  might  be  willmg  tb  pay  to  his  (y^tM 
on  matters  6f  mere  law,  he  ^hoold  tK^ 
cotmtenance  any  tfeiwg  which  aright  ^ 
to  have  the  most  di^ant  appeatatoofc  J 
granting  tieW  trials  bn  ^]ig;Ixt  cK^arioidi  • 
giving  nw  jofdges  tin  indiiBtTimiflaiee  cjj 
troul  over  juries.  No  mail  ttspecttd  m 
church  more  than  he  tfid,  or  w»hei'i*2 
sincerely  for  the  preservation  df  ^*f}i 
rights  and  privileges;  but  he  beHev€M 
such  vexatious  claitns  aa  the  prtscntirwl 
set  up  and  pursued,  the  nation  ^  J 
would  find  itself  under  a  uetessity  ofi 
curing  a  nullum  temptu  law,  toaecurcl 
property  against  theencroachmeBtBrfn* 
church,  as  it  had  been  on  a  recWt  ocdl 
sion  against  those  of  the  crown. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canierbary  (»■ 
hon.  Frederic  Comwallis)  said,  he  byw 
means  agreed  with  what  ml  ftom  tbeiiOT 


cited  the  grant,  and  observed,  that  in  the 
first  clause  the  words  were,  that  <  he 
granted  the  lands  of  Grange  de  Lynge,  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  all  the  lands  in 
thelordship  and  parish  of  Rysom,to  the  said 
Charles,'  ^c.  which,  whatever  construction 
might  be  put  on  it,  strongly  inclined  him 
to  believe,  that  Grange  de  Lynge  was  in 
the  county,  and  not  in  the  parish  of  Ry- 
6om.  The  other  part  of  the  said  grant, 
which  the  learned  judge  seemed  to  lay 
greatest  stress  on  in  his  report,  was,  where 
the  grant  mentioned  all  granges  in  said 

{>arish,  and  no  other  grange  appearing  to 
ie  within  the  parish,  it  was  extremely  na- 
tural and  probable,  that  it  could  be  only 
Grange  de  Lynge  which  was  meant  to  be 
therein  described;  but  here  again  he 
begged  leave  to  differ :  for  coupled  almost 
with  those  words,  Grange  de  Lynge  was 
described  to  be  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
and  not  in  the  parish  of  Rysom ;  conse- 
quently, he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
Grange  dc  Lynge  was  an  extra-parochial 
place,  and  that  the  decree  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  ordering  a  new  trial  on  tbat 
issue,  ought  to  be  reversed.  As  to  the 
composition  real,  no  evidence  having  been 
brought  to  prove  that  it  was  of  more  an- 
cient date  than  the  year  1707;  find  diffe- 
rent sums,  at  severd  times,  being  paid, 
One  time  4^.  another  10/.  and  lastly 
15/.  which  if  an  ancient  composition 
within  the  statute,  should  have  been 
equal  and  uniform,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
another  trial  ought  to  be  had,  and  that  of 
course  the  second  order  ought  to  be  af- 
firmed. His  lordship  then  returned  to  the 
woolsack,  and  put  the  question  on  the  re- 
versal of  the  first  order,  which  w&s  agreed 
to;  and  having  put  the  question  of 
afilrmance  on  the  order  of  a  new  trial  on 
the  second  issue. 

Lord  Le  Despencer  said,  the  present  or- 
der, if  affirmed,  might  be  a  precedent  big 
with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  the 
landed  interest  in  general ;  and  that, 
ahould  such  a  claim  prevail  in  the  present 
instance,  it  might  at  once  render  one  half 
of  the  landed  property  in  the  kingdom  in- 
secure and  precarious,  tlehre.  Said  his 
lordship,  from  1601,  for  the  space  of  Hi- 
years,  a  composition  ha^  been  paid  in  lieu 
oftythes;  and  now  a  man,  in  a  distant 
county,  who  cannot  perform  any  duty,  be- 
cause he  cannot  be  at  the  same  time  in 
two  places,  in  Essex  and  in  Lincoln, 
comes  to  demand  tythes  in  a  place  where 
there  is  no  congregation,  where  there  is 
not  a  church,  nor  has  been  in  the  memory  i 
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ebrl :  sDd  at  for  the  noble  lord  who  ipeka 
before  him,  he  preeunied  to  say,  he  was 
miBtakeD;  for  the  composition  which  he 
sBid  took  place  in  1601,  was  of  no  loneev' 
•tandio^  than  1707;  and  to  go  no  further 
into  the  argumeoft,  the  diftrence  between 
both  composttions  was  the  fullest  proof  of 
the  DOD-existeooe  of  other  as  an  antient 
composition;  because,  if  it  could  be  so 
eoBstmed,  the  composition  atlioth  periods 
BQst  have  been  tne  same;  whereas  the 
fiiraier  was  10/.  and  the  llitter  15/.  the 
itroDgest  proof  in  the  world  with  him,  that 
tey  were  made  according  to  the  real 
iAitt  St  the  respetetire  periods. 

Lord  Le  Detptitcer  answered,  that  ft 
Mattered  rery  little  what  was  the  compo- 
dcioD  at  one  tine,  compared  with  what  it 
*a  at* another;  but  a  pt«scriptio«i  or 
ange  of  60  yettn^  from  1704  or  1707,  to 
1767,  satisfied  his  conscience  (all  tlie 
ctber  circumstances  of  a  bona  jide  pun* 
diase,  and  money  expended  in  improve- 
Heot  considered,  with  the  total  non»per- 
fermance  of  duty,  and  abstinence  of  all 
tte  functions  on  which  the  respondent 
orald  only  equitably  claim  the  tythes  or 
lodesiastical  dues)  that  the  present  com* 
pontion  was  a  good  one,  and  should  be 
XBtatned  by  their  lordships. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  replied, 

^t  the  question  in  his  opinion  was  simply, 

whether  the  Act  cf  the  ISth  Eliz.  since 

thich  no  composition  could  have  taken 

)  plaoe,  should  cetermine  their  lordships. 

I  ne  therefore  called  upon  some  noble  lord, 

kamed  in  th<e  law,  to  riae  and  direct  the 

'  )idgment  of  tlie  House,  in  a  matter  which 

iKeiaed  at  preatent  to  be  controverted. 

\    Lord  Mansftdd^  after  assuring  the  House 

!  Ihathe  did  not  mean  to  give  a  vote,  as  he 

^  not  attended  on  the  two  first  days, 

'  *nd,  be  was  astoniaftied  to  hear  such  doc- 

'  brines  laid  down,  as  persons'  consciences 

'  W&g  satisfied  in  direct  contradiction  to 

'  ^qtyrcss  statute.    He  insisted,  that  any 

\  fctentthnftion  formed  on   such  doctrine 

.Jnmld  he  monstrous,  would  be  iniquitous. 

[  <k>  p<tt  pretend  to  say,  continued  his 

Jw^ip,  whether  the  composition  con- 

I  WbM  for  is  not  more  ancient  than  the 

L  l!!I^.^  queen  Elizabeth;  but  will  any 

'  kra  in  this  House,  at  this  time  of  day, 

I  ^  and  teN  me,  tlua  a  composition  of  60 

!  J 174  years,  or  even  an  hour  later  than 

tte  MstDg  of  the  statute  of  the  1 3th  Eliz. 

wiHiegaHv^r  equiud>ly  defeat  the  inten- 

^>«tt  T>f  ^t  staltote?  No,  1  hope  I  shaR 

J^  h«ar  so  wild,  so  dangerous  a  doc- 

^  leriouriy  ttabtlsned*    What,  my 


lords,  would  be  th^  consequence  of  such 
a  procedure  I  Why,  that  we  pitting  here 
in  our  judicial  capacity,  should,  by  one 
single  determination,  abrogate  all  the  laws 
of  the  land ;  for  if  we  can  do  it  in  one  in* 
stance,  cannot  we  clearly  do  it  in  every 
other  ?  There  is  an  express  statute  passed 
in  the  ISth  of  queen  Elizabeth,  which  po- 
sitively nullifies  every  agreement  made  by 
an  incumbent,  which  may  injure,  nay 
bind,  his  successor ;  and  are  we  to  idter 
the  laws  of  the  land,  because  fi'oiri  some 
particular  instances  we  are  induced  to 
think  and  feel  our  consciences  satisfied  ? 
No ;  if  it  be  an  hardship  which  may  ex- 
tend in  a  variety  of  instances  so  as  to  be- 
come a  real  gnevance,  let  the  legislature 
remedy  it,  let  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to  pre- 
vent the  mischief;  but  let  us  not,  under 
the  appearance  of  equity  and  justice,  by 
a  vote  of  this  House,  overthrow  all  law 
and  justice,  and  by  averting  one  evil,  in- 
troduce ten  thousand  others  of  infinitely 
greater  magnitude. 

Lord  Camden  informed  the  House,  that 
as  he  did  not  att^d  till  the  secdnd  day, 
he  should  give  no  vote  on  the  occasion ; 
he  should'  never  be  the  first  to  introduce 
so  fatal  a  precedent,  should  it  ever  come 
to  be  adopted,  as  giving  a  vote  without 
personally  attending  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end.  His  lordship  complimented 
lord  Mansfield  highly  on  the  part  he  had 
taken,  as  the  great  patron  of  the  common 
law.  He  expatiated  largely  on  the  senti- 
ments thrown  out  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord;  after  which  he  confined 
himself  chiefly  to  two  points :  the  first  to 
prove,  that  there  was  no  composition ;  for 
that  the  sum  paid  was  always  fairly  equi- 
valent to  the  value  of  the  land,  even  to 
the  very  last  composition,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  when  the  lands  in  quesCioii 
Were  rated  at  104/.  per  annum,  and  the 
composition  was  15/. ;  the  second,  to  shew, 
that  whenever  a  nuUum  ttrnpus  fi^l  should 
pass,  respecting  ^e  possessions  of  the 
clergy,  from  that  instant  there  would  be  H 
foandation  laid  for  ^stripping  her  of  her 
inherhance,  as  things  might  be  easily  hmi- 
naged  between  the  natron  and  incumbent, 
so  as  that  in  two  oroinary  successions,  the  , 
patrons,  in  whose  gifls  the  livings  are, 
might  settle  matters  with  those  who  might 
be  glad  to  acce|f»t  them  on  any  terms; 
that  compositions  might  be  set  up  within 
a  period  of  sixty  years,  sufficient  to  strip  ' 
the  church  of  more  than  one  half,  or  twV)  * 
thirds  of  the  real  value  of  the  livings  rfie 
now  posaesBed.. 
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The  question  being  put  on  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  motion,  it  passed  in  the  af* 
firmatiTe,  without  one  dissenting  yoice* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  bringing  in 
the  BiUJbr  restraining  the  Trade  of  the 
Southern  Colonies  qfAmeriea,"]  March  9. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Papers  relative  to  the 
Disturbances  in  America, 

Lord  North  moved,  that  the  Chairman 
be  directed  to  move  the  House,  **  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  restrain 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  to  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands  in 
the  West  Indies,  under  certain  conditions 
and  limitations/'  He  said,  as  the  southern 
provinces  had  acceded  to  the  non-impor- 
tation and  exportation  agreement,  it  would 
be  manifest  partiality  not  to  make  their 
punishment  the  same  as  the  northern  pro- 
vinces. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  little  expected  to 
«ee  another  Bill  of  the  same  tendency  with 
the  last  so  soon  make  its  appearance :  but 
he  should  endeavour  to  frame  his  mind  so 
as  that  nothing  should  surprise  him. 

Sir  IV.  Mayne  was  no  less  astonished, 
as  he  understood  from  the  noble  lord,/that 
he  meant  to  proceed  no  further,  till  it 
should  be  known  what  effect  the  former 
Bill  would  have.  He  thought  the  present 
an  irritating  measure,  from  which  no  sa- 
lutary  conseauence  could  be  expected. 

Mr.  Hartley y  after  lamenting  the  fluc- 
tuating state  of  our  public  count^ils,  ob- 
served, that  a  few  days  ago,  nothing  was 
echoed  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
but  plans  of  conciliation,  of  moderation, 
and  concession.  In  all  probability,  said 
those  gentlemen,  though  all  the  colonies 
•hould  not  consent  to  tax  themselves,  or 
break  the  non-importation  and  non-expor- 
tation agreement,  some  of  them  certainly 
will,  and  destroy  the  confederacy,  the  re* 
fractory  with  very  little  struggle,  must 
submit.  Now,  what  is  the  hmeuage? 
Drive  the  whole  continent  of  America  mto 
despair;  hold  out  no  temptation  to  the 
moderate  and  less  offending,  and  that  is 
the  sure  way  to  restore  peace  and  har- 
mony, to  recover  our  commerce,  just  on 
the  verge  of  destruction,  and  to  reconcile 
them  cordially  to  our  government.  He 
said,  he  had  been  informed  that  lands  on 
the  confines  of  Virginia  had  been  ceded 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  late  Indian  war, 
which  cession  had  been  divided  into  22 
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shares;  and  that  those  shares  had  been 
sold.  Not  intending  to  reflect  upon  the 
noble  lord  (Dunmore)  who  must  have  bad 
the  principal  hand  in  tliat  busioeaa,  .or 
upon  any  other  person  in  particular,  be 
wished  for  information  whether  the  iacU 
thus  confidently  reported,  were  true. 

Lord  North  ^ave  no  answer,  but  de- 
fended the  propriety  of  the  Bill  now  moved 
for.  The  former  Bill  was  only  against  a 
part  of  America;  this  against  the  re- 
mainder. He  did  not  recollect  that  be 
had  ever  said  he  would  wait  to  know  the 
event  of  the  first  Bill,  before  he  propoied 
another.  As  the  colonies  had  come  to  ao 
agreement  to  carry  on  no  trade  whatever 
with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weil 
Indies,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it 
became  indispensably  necessary  toreitnua 
their  commerce,  and  prevent  them  from 
trading  with  any  other  countiy«— Leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL 

Debate  on  a  Motion  Jbr  a  Bill  to  enaiie 
Members  of  Parliament  to  vacate  their 
Seats.^  March  15.  Mr.  George  Gres- 
vUleaaid:  It  has  been  frequenny  urfed, 
Sir,  and  indeed  with  some  justice,  that  bo 
parliament  ever,  made  the  provisions  equal 
to  those  agreed  to  by  the'^  last,  for  a  svi* 
tern  of  paniamentary  independence  in  this 
House.  At  least.  Sir,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  reprobate  it,  or  to  endeavour  to  take 
from  them  any  part  of  the  merit  whidi 
they,  on  that  head,  are  so  justly  entitled 
to.  If,  however,  there  should  be  any  part 
of  that  plan  imperfect ;  if,  from  the  exi- 
gency of  the  time,  or  indeed  from  any 
other  reason,  they  were  not  enabled  to 
pursue  that  system  to  the  utmost,  we,  their 
successors,  must  feel  it  incumbent  on  oi 
to  give  it  due  consideration,  and,  in  the 
discussion  of  it,  we  should  adopt  it  as  a 
legacy  entrusted  to  us ;  and  we  are  well 
justified  in  assenting  to  any  feasible  sja- 
tem,  however  weakly  the  great  argumenti 
for  it  may  be  urged,  however  unequal  ma/ 
be  the  abilities  of  him  who  moves  it,  bov- 
ever  light  his  authority,  however  great  hn 
inexperience.  The  evil  of  which  we  nor 
complain  lies  within  a  very  short  compatf : 
I  will  not,  therefore,  detain  you  long  m 
stating  it.  It  will  not  be  denied  me,  that 
there  are  many  situations,  in  which  a 
member  of  this  House  may  wish  to  (^ 
siffn  his  trust  into  the  hands  of  those  firoo 
whom  he  held  it.  I  know  that  here  i 
tread  on  the  most  tender  ground,  ^hen  1 
attempt  to  define  the  relative  duties  of 
constituent  and  representative!  or  wbea  i 
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dependence  in  this  Hous^,  liy  giving  to 
the  electors  the  power  of  rejecting  those 
who  might  appear  to  them  to  have  ac- 


state  a  situation  in  which  we  can  be  justi- 
fied, in  refusing  to  lend  oar  services  to  the 
public,  and  to  this  House :  the  position, 
Dowever,  which  I  lay  down,  and  which  I 
must  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House,  is,  that  there  are  situations  in 
which,  so  far  from  acting  dishonourably 
or  unworthily,  a  member  would  justly  de- 
Mve  both  these  imputatiohs,  did  he  not 
Sfsil  himself  of  every  legal  means  of  di- 
Testine  himself  of  his  trust.  Need  I,  Sir, 
remind  thb  House,  of  the  instances  we 
dsilj  see,  of  the  old  members,  to  whose 
lerrices  and  attentions  we  have  been  so 
nmch  obliged,  exhausted  in  their  attend- 
8oce  on  this  House ;  they  may  feel  them- 
fthres  unequal  to  their  eager  wishes,  in 
performing  the  duties  incumbent  on  their 
ttation ;  the  vigour  of  their  mind  impaired, 
the  strength  of  their  constitution  sacrificed 
Do  their  services,  what  must  be  their  wish  ? 
Bipe  in  years,  and  ripe  in  honours,  they 
vish  but  for  a  few  tranquil  moments,  pre- 
[Mratory  for  the  grave.  A  second  situa- 
tion may  occur,  in  which  a  member  may 
wah  for  any  honourable  means  of  vacating 
hiiBeat;  when  called  upon  by  motives  of 
iaterest,  conveniency,  or  pernaps  nobler 
notices,  he  may  employ  the  power  of  his 
Km  active  foreign  service,  of  a  nature 
which  may  not  vacate  his  seat  under  the 
present  system.  Will  it  not,  Sir,  embitter 
thofe  moments,  perhaps  otherwise  happy, 
vben  be  reflects,  that  the  only  return 
which  he  can  make  to  the  kind  partiality 
of  his  constituents,  which  placed  nim  here, 
is  to  deprive  them,  by  his  absence,  of  their 
share  in  the  representation  ?  Allow  me, 
Sir,  to  name  a  'tnird,  which  is,  indeed,  of 
I  much  more  serious  nature :  let  us  sup- 
]NMe  a  member  possessed  of  the  qualifica- 
tin»  requisite  for  the  seat  he  takes ;  by 
accident,  or  indeed  for  provision  for  a 
belpless  family,  or  for  any  other  motive  at 
1^  option,  he  mpy  be  reduced  to  part  with 
^  cpialification ;  scruples  of  a  con- 
Mieotious  heart  may  suggest  to  him  the 
necessity  of  surrendering  a  seat,  to  which, 
in  my  construction  of  the  Act,  from  that 
>KMnent  be  can  have  no  claim.  I  confess 
^  esse  is  not  likely  to  happen ;  but  as 
loog  as  it  is  possible,  I  have  a  ri^ht  to  use 
A  to  my  argument.  Having,  Sir,  stated 
wese  three,  out  of  a  great  variety  of  situa- 
l»w»i  where  it  is  expedient  and  proper  for 
>  member  to  wish  to  divest  himself  of  his 
•'Mt,  I  shall,  in  a  few  words,  state  the  only 
jethod  which  at  present  can  be  taken  for 
*«e  purposes.  The  Place  Bill  was  on- 
ginally  meant  as  the  great  security  to  in- 


cepted employment,  on  dependent  prin- 
ciples. By  tHe  abuse  of  the  thnes,  tliis 
has  been  long  since  perverted  to  very  dif- 
ferent and  unconstitutional  purposes ;  for 
it  is  under  this  Bill,  that  members,  wish- 
ing to  vacate  their  seats,  solicit  the  favour 
of  the  minister.  As  this  u  the  first  time 
that  I  have  named  the  minister,  I  owe  it 
to  myself  to  declare,  that  in  this  motion  I 
disclaim  all  personal  attack  ;  it  is  founded 
on  a  great  constitutional  line,  without  con* 
veying  any  reproach  to  the  noble  lord  al 
the  head  of  the  Treasury ;  should  I,  there* 
fore,  have  occasion  (which  I  am  persuaded 
I  shall  not)  to  quote  cases,  in  which  this 
courtesy  of  the  minister  has  been'refused, 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  instances  in  a  more 
remote  period.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it 
is  proposed,  with  the  greatest  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  this  House,  to  enable 
the  members  to  vacate  their  seats,  by  sig* 
nifying  their  wish  to  the  Speaker,  under 
certain  regulations.  Nor,  Sir,  is  this  idea 
entirely  new ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  ancient 
constitution  of  this  House,  which,  I  hope, 
the  following  precedents,  extracted  from 
your    Journals,    will    sufficiently    prove. 

SHe  here  quoted  a  multitude  of  prece- 
ents  to  prove,  that,  from  the  year  1575 
to  1609,  it  had  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice of  parliament,  to  issue  new  writs  in 
the  room  of  such  as  were  sick,  or  on 
actual  service.] 

I  should  entreat  the  pardon  of  the 
House,  for  detaining  them  so  long  on  the 
subject  of  precedents,  were  they  not  ne- 
cessary to  shew,  that  this  motion,  if  it 
succeeds,  will  only  brine  our  parliamen* 
tary  constitution  to  its  rormer  system.  I 
have  not  quoted  many  instances  where 
seats  have  been  vacated  by  foreign  ser- 
vice ;  the  reason  is  not  from  want  of  pre- 
cedents, but  from  the  too  great  abun- 
dance of  them,  which,  to  say  truth,  almost 
universally  contradict  each  other  on  the 
face  of  your  Journals.  1  stand,  however, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  House,  who  will, 
I  doubt  not,  agree  with  me,  that  in  these 
two  situations  the  practice  of  ancient  times 
has  been  invariable.  I  shall  only  trespass, 
further  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
to  consider  shortly  what  may  be  the  ob- 
jections. The  first  will  probably  be,  that 
it  retrenches  the  prerogative  of  tne  crown. 
1  will  answer  it  Jn  one  word,  that  I  know  of 
no  prerogative  which  can  dispose  so  arbi- 
trarily of  a  seat  in  this  House.    A  second 
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waji  iadeedy  be  ofa  mart  Berioii»  QMuva ; 
k  Hiay  be  urged,  that  we  fail  in  oik  dutj; 
to  our  constituentSy  by  dissolving  Ufaa  gwit 
reciprocal  tie  between  us ;  tliat  fron  the 
moment  of  our  return  to  parliameBt  we 
ate  ihe  indentured  senrants  of  the  jpiihlict 
In  answer  to  this  objection,  which  is  in- 
deed OB  very  delicate  and  tender  ffrogpdy 
let  me  ask  any  hoo.  gentleman  wh^  uses 
k  in  argament,  whether  this  consideivtitifi 
eirer  weighed  one  moment  with  aoy  nsfts, 
who  wished  to  vacate,  under  the  present 
mtem.  The  only  di&rence  then  will  be, 
that  we  shall  be  constitutionally  autho- 

,  rized  to  adopt  a  measure,  which  at  pee* 
sent  we  are  forced  to  conceal  under  a  false 
pretence,  and  by  a  mean  evasion;  and 
even  this,  Sir,  is  dealt  out  to  us  as  a 
paurtesy  of  government ;  and  I  appeal  to 
the  independent  feelings  of  many  who 
kear  me,  whether  thi»  consideration  is  not 
alone  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  present 
motion.  It  may  be  urged,  that  k  is  ill- 
timed.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  no  time 
eould  be  ever  so  opportune ;  and  this  ar- 
gument I  ground  on  the  candor  of  the  no- 
Ue  lord  opposite  to  me.  He  has,'  as  I  am 
informed,  (for  I  am  but  young  in  parlia- 
taent)  declared  his  resolution  of  never  re- 
fusing this  courtesy  to  any  member,  of 
any  party.  I  will  do  him  justice  in  sup- 
posing that  he  took  that  determination 
from  the  consciousness  of  the  possible 
misuse  of  the  power  lodged  in  his  hands. 
Whatever  were  his  reasons,  they  will  all 
operate  strongly  to  determine  him,  to  give 
tnat  support  to  this  motion,  which  I  am 
sure  he  will,  from  knowing  how  much 
some  future  minister  may  misapply  this 
power.  I  move.  Sir,  ^<  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
issue  his  warrants,  to  make  out  new  writs, 

*  for* the  choice  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, in  the  room  of  soeh  members  as 
ahall  signify  to  him  their  desire  of  vacating 
their  seats  in  this  House,  under  certain  re- 
gulations." 

Lord  Bulkeley  seconded  the  motion,  on 
the  same  principles. 

Mr.  De  Grey  opposed  the  motion ;  said 
he  did  not  approve  of  k,  and  that  the 

.  power  should  remain  where  it  now  is,  of 
granting  leave  to  vacate  the  seat. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  the  pre- 
aent  constitution  of  vacating  seats  was  not 
interwoven  in  it,  but  had  crept  into  it  of 
late  years,  by  a  strange  perversion  of  an 
act  of  parliament ;  but  that  if  even  it  had 
been  of  older  date,  yet  the  time  had  made 


^n  entire  di£Gstenee  in  the  constitotioD  of 
the  Hoiveof CooHBOoa*  TbatwbeaUi^ 
neaoben  Faceived  wages  frem  their  coo- 
stitu^nls,  and  the  service  o£  psrliaqent 
w^  a  burden  people  did  not  wish  to  beai, 
k  might  have  iifin  vetj  i«siproper  to  bans 
giveo  them  such  power  of  iqaittipg  theic 
station ;  bM^  that  at  present  the  caae  ay 
altered,  ar4  so  &r  from,  being  a  buidsa 
k  wias  9D  honour  every  person  viihedfoi, 
and  t^9  8(aoner  was  a  vacancy  dedaioi 
lor  any  place,  but  fifty  qandidstes  nm 
M^  tostajrt* 

Mr.  iVelifore  EUis  observed,  that  hs  ak 
wa^  had  ^  dislike  to  doing  any  ihn| 
which  altered  the  constitution;  thatkwi 
opening  a  door  which  would  perhaps  1^ 
in  frc^ih  innovations;  tW  in  me  praoil 
instaace  no  one  bad  said  in  defence  of  A(| 
Q)otion}  that  the  pseseot  time  called  b 
such  a  measure,  as  the  minister  had ' 
complimented  on  the  readiness  with  wl 
he  granted  the  Chiltetn  Hundreds; 
aa  that  was  the  case,  he  could  see  no  pa| 
sent  necessky  on  speculative  opiaioitt  H 
adopt  a  s&easure  our  forefiuheahad  aeii 
thought  o£  He  should  agree  to  the  04 
tion  if  k  could  be  shewn  there  wai  iij 
necessity  for  such  a  Bill  at  this  Unie. 

Mr.  Bauly  said,  he  knew  not  whetkd 
he  should  ne  able  to  convince  that  nf| 
hon.  gentleman  who  held  so  lucrative  l| 
office  ujoder  government,  but  if  the  Hofl| 
would  indulge  him  with  leave  to  lay  befov 
them  a  few  plain  facts  in  which  he  hiisMJ 
was  particularly  concerned,  he  made  a 
doubt  but  many  other  gentlemen  wo4 
see  the  indispensible  necessky  of  sudi^ 
regulation  as  was  intended  by  the  press) 
motion.  He  then  informea  the  H0114 
tliat  though  he  had  now  the  honour  i 
being  r^^esentative  for  Westburyt  4 
place  of  his  nativky,  yet  he  had  first  ofii 
ed  hunself  a  candidate  for  Abiagdi 
where  being  opposed  by  a  gentj^emanii 
was  sheriflP  for  the  county,  he  petition 
the  House  against  hk  return,  as  beii 
Irom  his  office  ineligible;  that  the  sals 
Gonuaittee,  in  conformky  to  the  gra 
trust  reposed  in  them,  declared  the  els 
tion  to  be  null  and  void ;  that  the  moia^ 
the  determination  of  the  comnailtee  f 
known,  he  resolved  upon  offisring  hiiaii 
agaui,  as  he  was  well  assured  that  his  I 
terest  in  the  borough  was  coosidedt 
strengthened  since  the  last  election ;  h 
before  he  set  out,  he  consulted  laaay 
his  friends  in  the  House,  to  know  whellb 
he  was  likely  to  meet  with  any  diffieal 
in  vacating  the  seat  he  now  possessed,  a 
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m  sMured  bj  them  all,  that  he  need 
te  under  no  apprehensions  on  that  score, 
V  the  noble  lora  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
nry  bad  declared  to  the  whole  House,  on 
aiix  occasions,  and  particularly  in  the 
»e  of  colonel  Luttrell^  that  he  never  did 
NK  ever  would  refuse  any  of  the  vacating 
ilaces  to  any  gentleman  who  should  apply 
Dr  them,  whatever  side  of  the  House  he 
kould  happen  to  be  on,  and  that  this 
lis  his  constant  rule  in  such  cases.  In 
Ul  reliance,  therefore,  ^on  so  ample  a  de- 
hration,  especially  from  a  minister  who 
m  80  frequently  boasting  of  his  word  in 
bat  House,  he  posted  away  directly  for 
bit  borough,  as  no  time  was  then  to  be 
06t,  his  opponent  having  gone  before, 
■d  as  soon  as  he  got  there,  be  applied  to 
bi  minister,  through  a  noble  friend  of  his 
I  town,  for  one  of  the  vacating  places ; 
Qt  to  his  inexpressible  astonishment,  an- 
Hwer  was  returned  by  the  minister  to  his 
iobie  friend,  directly  contrary  to  the  above 
Miration ;  and  as  the  letter  containing 
lal  answer  was  not  to  be  considered  in  a 
lintte,  but  of  a  public  and  very  interest- 
lit  nature,  he  begged  leave  to  lay  it  be- 
Me  the  House.  [Mr.  Bayly  then  read 
he  letter,  in  which  was  contained  the  fol- 
Mng  paragraph  ;  **  I  have  made  it  my 
iNHtant  rule  to  resist  every  application  of 
ktt  kind,  where  any  gentleman  entitled 
b  ny  friendship  would  have  been  preju- 
Red  by  my  compliance.  Mr.  Mayor 
pnld,  therefore,   have  just  occasion  to 

Eiplain  of  my  conduct  towards  him,  if  I 
old  make  his  case  an  exception  to  my 
end  rule."]     Mr.  Bayly,  afler  having 
lid  this  letter,  made  no  comment  upon 
as  thinking,  none  necessary ;  but  only 
^ied  it  to  tne  subject  in  debate,  by  6ub- 
ng  it  to  the  House,  whether  such  an 
pie  from  such   a  minister  did  not 
rly  demonstrate  the  necessity  for  the 
'  tion  proposed.* 

^Shortly  after  this  debate,   the  following 
Men  were  laid  before  the  public : 
'    "*  MjT  lord  ;  HM-ttreet,  Thursday, 

;**  Havioiir  this  moment  received  a  letter 
Mt  Mr.  Bayly,  desiriog  me  to  present  his 
P>pectful  coinpiicnents  to  your  lordsbip,  and  to 
^  you'll  permit  bim  to  vacate  his  seat  for 
horotijrb  of  Westbury,  by  immediately 
tiDfif  bim  the  Chiltem  Hundred;  I  flatter 
.  elf  your  lordship  will  excuse  my  giving 
pi  this  trouble.    I  am^  my  lord,  &c. 

<•  Abimooon.*' 

I^r.  Bayly  is  now  contesting  afresh  the 
Mod  at  Abingdon,  with  his  late  opponent 
*.  Mayor." 

[VOUXVIll.] 


Lord  North  owned  that  he  had  written 
that  letter,  that  if  there  was  any  blame  jn 
it,  it  ought  to  be  thrown  on  him,  and  he 
was  censurable  for  it ;  that  the  power  being 
vested  in  him,  he  was  certainly  answerable 
for  the  abuse  of  it.  He  then  severely 
censured  the  noble  lord  to  whom  he  had 
written  that  letter,  and  Mr.  Bayly  for  pro* 
ducing  and  reading  it  in  the  House,  as  a 
breach  of  common  decency  and .  confi- 
dence.; however  as  there  was  nothing 
blameable  in  it  he  had  do  objection  to  th^ 
producing  it.  That  he  had  made  it  a  rul» 
never  to  grant  an  opportunity  of  this  na- 
ture to  any  oerson  to  oppose  his  friends. 
That  especially  in  the  present  case  he  was 
more  averse  to  it,  as  at  the  general  election 
Mr.  Mayor  had  the  majority  of  votes,  and 
was,  only  rejected  as  being  sheriff  at  the 
time.  That  there  was  all  the  reason  to 
think  that  if  he  had  set  Mr.  Bayly  at  li- 
berty, it  would  only  have  been  a  vexatioua 
opposition.  That  he  was  rK>t  personally 
known  to  Mr.  Mayor,  but  then  that  gen* 
tleman  had  intitled  himself  to  his  friend- 
ship by  shewing  himself  a  strenuous  sup* 
porter  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  thia 
country,  in  concurring  with  the  present 
American  measures.  He  denied  that  he 
had  ever  mad^  a  promise  to  grant  the 
Chiltem  Hundreds  to  any  member  who 
should  ask  for  them. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  had  doubts  how  to 
vote  on  the  present  question.  That  he  did 
not  approve  much  of  opening  a  door  to 
innovations  in  the  constitution ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  as  the  minister  had  shewn  so 
declared  a  ^ partiality  for  those  who  voted 
with  him  for  American  measures,  if  any 
thing  he  was  inclined  rather  to  bring  in 
the  Bill.    He  was  severe  on  lord  North's 


i« 


<*  Downing' Mireeti  March  9, 1775. 
My  lord ; 

<*  It  gires  me  great  concern  that  I  am  not 
able  to  comply  with  Mr.  Bayly's  request. 
The  cases  have  certainly  been  very  few,  in 
which  I  have  excused  myself  from  graniiog 
vacated  ofices  to  members  of  parliament ;  but 
I  have  made  it  my  constant  rule  to  resist  every 
applicatioa  of  that  kind,  where  an^  gentleman 
entitled  to  my  friendship  woufd  have  been  pre- 
judiced by  my  compliaoce.  Mr.  Mayor  would, 
therefore,  have  just  reason  to  complain  of  my 
conduct  towards  him,  if  I  should  make  bis 
case  an  exception  to  my  general  rule.  I  trust 
in  your  lordship's  equity,  aud  in  Mr.  Bayly's, 
that  you  will  think  me  we11ju$ti6ed  in  declin- 
ing to  obey  your  commands  upon  this  occasion, 
which  I  assure  you  I  shall  do  with  ;;reat  plea- 
sure, whenever  it  is  in  my  power.     I  am,  See, 

"  NOBTB." 

[2E] 


419]         15  GEORGE  III.         Debate  on  a  Motian/ar  a  BiU  to  enaUe       [480 


friendship,  which  he  observed  he  had 
eluded  in  the  present  letter,  by  calling  it 
<<  persons  entitled  to  his  friendship.." 

Mr.  Rigb^  urged  how  Inconvenient  it 
might  be  for  members  to  have  a  power 
whenever  they  pleased,  to  desert  the  ser- 
vice of  the  House.  He  instanced  the  fa- 
mous secession  in  sir  R.  Walpole's  time, 
and  observed,  that  if  it  had  been  in  their 
power  to  have  vacated  their  seats  altoge- 
ther, it  might  have  been  attended  with  the 
inconvenience  of  an  almost  general  elec- 
tion ;  that  if  on  any  popular  miestion  the 
members  of  London  aad  Middlesex  were 
to  vacate  at  once,  even  that  might  be  at- 
tended with  great  commotion* 

Mr.  Burke  ridiculed  the  notion  of  the 
danger  that  might  accrue  at  a  moment  of 
discontent,  if  a  whole  party  should  re- 
solve all  at  once  to  surrender  their  seats, 
and  create  a  sort  of  general  election ;  at 
the  instant  that  men's  minds  were  inflamed 
and  agitated,  it  would,  he  sud,  be  a  strange 
and  unheard  of  revenge  upon  a  minister, 
for  his  enemies  to  put  themselves  to  the 
expence,  trouble  and  risk  o(  new  elec- 
tions, and  very  different  from  the  conduct 
of  those  who  made  the  secession  in  sir  R. 
Walpc^e'a  time,  whose  standing  aloof  might 
kave  drawn  the  public  attention,  and  con- 
sequently have  raised  an  alarm  in  the  mi- 
nister. He  did  not  however  run  the 
whole  line  of  the  proposition,  and  seemed 
to  own  the  'inconveniences  of  leaving  it  to 
every  man's  own  discretion  to  vacate  his 
seat  when  lie  pleased:  but  thought  it 
enough  to  leave  a  member  at  liberty  con- 
currently with  the  possession  of  his  seat, 
to-  offer  himself  at  any  other  place,  and 
then  be  permitted  to  make  his  choice  for 
that  place  if  he  succeeded,  just  as  was  now 
done,  and  was  done  by  himself  in  this  par- 
liament, being  chosen  for  two  places; 
which  mode  was,  he  seemed  to  think. 
Gable  to  none  of  the  inconveniences  of 
every  man's  vacating  at  his  own  discre- 
tion ;  but  as  the  progress  of  the  Bill  would 
admit  every  man  to  offer  such  plan  as  he 
chose,  in  order  to  obviate  the  present  mis- 
chief of  a  power  in  the  minister  to  give  un- 
due preferences  to  his  own  firiends  and  fa- 
vourites, he  declared  strongly  for  bringing 
in  the  BiU,  on  Uie  principle  that  lord 
North  had  laid  down,  as  meaning  to  give 
it  as  a  reward  to  those  only  who  voted 
with  him  in  the  American  measures.  He 
said  the  House  would  not  have  borne  at 
any  time,  and  ought  not  to  bear,  that  every 
minister  would  £enify  his  own  measures 
with  the  'honourable  epithets  of  serving 


thfe  public.  He  was  as  severe  upon,  and 
as  strongly  reprobated  the  Americaa  mei- 
sures  as  lord  North  had  applauded  them; 
and  insisted  that  lord  North  in  holding  that 
language  had  held  this  out  as  one  more 
douceur  for,  those  who  would  support  him 
in  that  ruinous  and  mad  career  of  Tideooe 
that  tended  to  alienate  the  colonies. 

Sir  George  SceoUe  said,  that  in  his  op^ 
nion  it  would  have  been  almost  criminal ; 
in  Mr.  Bayhr  to  have  kept  the  letter  se- 
cret. He  had  no  knowledge  of  MrJ 
Bayly,  but  should  hereafter  greatly  esteei^ 
his  conduct  in  bringing  the  letter  forward,  i 
It  was  not  of  a  private  but  a  public  natuRb  | 
He  turned  the  arguments  used  by  loidl 
North  and  Mr.  Ellis  against  themself  ei.    | 

Lord  John  Cavendish^  on  the  same  sidsi 
arid  nearly  to  the  same  purpose,  tbou§^i 
Mr.  Bayly  could  not  dispense  with  secret- *: 
ine  the  letter.  , 

Mr.  Sat/liif  had  thought  it  his  datj  to- 
mention  to  the  House  these  facts:  if  loi 
North  had  granted  the  Chiltern  Hundred^, 
there  would  have  been  another  meste 
for  Abingdon. 

Sir  J.  G.  Griffin  observed,  that  di80| 
arguments  had  been  used  by  the  hoa( 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rigby)  not  very  fairly  bi 
thought,  to  shew  the  improprieties  of  || 
Bill  not  yet  existing ;  and  which,  if  ber^ 
after  found  in  the  Bill  itself,  might  be  verf 
good  reasons  to  urge  for  not  passiog  % 
but  would  be  none  in  the  present  cMb 
He  should  therefore  be  for  iotrodaci^| 
the  Bill,  to  see  if  it  could  not  be  so  fram 
as  to  remove  the  present  inconveniencel 
without  incurring  greater. 

Mr.  Acland  was  for  the  queatioo, 
observed  that  the  arguments  of  Mr. ' 
were  so  forcible,  that  pnless  obviated, 
should  perhaps  vote  against  the  BiO. 

Colonel  BarrSy  in  a- jocular  maoi 
closed  the  debate.  He  observed, 
though  the  noble  lord  had  refused 
Bayly  on  his  late  application,  vet  he  ^ 
say  that  if  he  would  now  apply  a  8e< 
time,  the  noble  lord  woula  immedii 
give  him  the  Chiltern  Hundreds;  he  w( 
not  have  the  minority  think  this  fin 
would  be  always  granted  to  the  friends  < 
administration  and  denied  to  them;  ^\ 
remembered  when  it  had  been  grsntedjl; 
the  gentleman  who  sat  next  the  noble  loilj 
(Mr.  Wedderbum)  and  yet  if  that  Mf\ 
tieman  was  now  to  apply  for  it,  be  ^ j^j 
doubt  it  would  be  denied  him ;  that  as  W 
noble  lord  had  declared  the  supporters^; 
the  present  American  measures  to  W 
those  who  were  intitled  to  the  nohle  lord) 


21J      Members  ofParVament  to  vacate  their  Seats.       A«  D.  1775. 


[48t 


jvoursy  he  would  propose  to  him  an  ac- 
wwnodafioD  they  could  have  no  objection 
fti  namely,  that  he  should  give  aH  his  va- 
i^le  places,  pensions,  &c.  to  them,  and 
lose  in  little  or  no  value,  as  the  Chihern 
loDdredSy  to  the  opposition.  He  asked, 
•s  the  letter  marked  *  confidential  V  was 
a  private  letter?  It  was  not.  The  letter 
M  of  a  public  nature,  and  therefore  the 
B.  gentjeman  was  bound  to  read  it. 
The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
irtL 

Tellers. 

w...  fMr.  Grenville    -    -    -   1  loc 
**^*  IMr.  Thoinas  Townshend  J  *^ 

Hoes  I] 


Lord  Lisburae    -    -    •  1  i»7a 
Mr.DeGrey      -    -    -  J™ 

So  it' passed  in  the  negative. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill /or 
the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
nd  Cototdes.^  March  15.  Two 
ions  were  presented  against  the  Bill ; 
one  from  the  corporation  of  London, 
other  from  certain  merchants  and 
to  North  America,  who  conceived 
interests  likely  to  be  afiected  by  the 
of  this  BilL  After  the  sheriA 
presented  the  petition  from  the  cor« 
ban  of  London, 
Hie  Marquis  of  Rockingham  observed, 
>Ui  regard  to  the  city  petition,  that  it 
Mpnated  from  a  body,  the  members  of 
pfcch  demanded  every  attention,  on  ac* 
tait  of  their  official  respectability.  The 
of  the  merchants  and  traders,  his 
did  not  conceive  stood  in  need  of 
rai  aid  of  oral  evidence,  which, 
,  was  ready  to  be  produced  at  Uie 
if  the  House  deemed  such  evidence 
The  general  principles  of  the 
he  inveighed  ^  against,  as  so  many 
log  infringements  on  the  constitution, 
consequently  frausht  with  every  poli- 
e?il  to  be  apprehended  from  despo- 
in  the  extreme. 
:  The  Earl  of  Sandeakh  entirely  dissented 
^ff'P'on  from  the  illustrious  marquis,  he 
pM  that  evidence  might  be  called  in 
jPport  of  the  alleffations  contained  in 
|*y  petition,  for  as  he  was  confident  that 
i  •  •j[*^,noble  lords  present  were  either 
lyfly  mistaken  in,  or  wholly  misunder- 
IjtoQd  the  nature  of,  the  Amencan  fishery, 
l^lordihip  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
i'^to  have  suon  evidences  called  as  in  his 
1 2?^^  ^oold  elucidate  the  several  fiicts, 
?^^^uanicate  that  species  of  informa- 
^  vecenary  for  the  House  to  be  pos- 


sessed of,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  debates  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  concurring  in  sentiment, 
evidence  was  agreed  to  be  called,  and  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  being  proposed, 

Lord  Camden  delivered  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  to  save  the  House  trouble,  and  afford 
every  possible  information  to  the  members, 
each  witness  in  support  of  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  petition  of  the  North 
American  merchants,  should  have  such 
questions  propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  Bar- 
clay, who  nad  signed  the  petitions,  as  he 
might  think  tended  to^tbrow  light  on  the 
subject.  Lord  Camden  observed,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  adopted  this 
method,  and  as  for  his  part  he  professed 
himself  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
subject ;  he  should  be  happy  in  having  a 
sensible  man  propose  such  trading  ques- 
tions as  might  be  most  likely  to  (d)tain 
from  the  several  evidences  the  inforaatioa 
required. 

The  Earl  of  Swffolk  declared,  that  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  contributed  more  than  any  thing  to 
confirm  him  in  the  vote  he  should  give, 
for  that  the  other  House  had  permitted 
Mr,  Barclay  to  question  the  evidence^  was 
the  very  reason  why  he  would  wish  to  re- 
probate the  adoption  of  a  practice  which 
stood  unsupported  by  a  single  instance 
recorded  in  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
His  lordship  therefore  was  for  havinff  the 

auestions  proposed  in  the  usual  mode  by 
le  House. 

Lord  Camden  retorted,  that  as  prece- 
dents, if  good,  merited  every  respectful 
attention,  he  sincerely  hoped  the  House 
would  not  reject  the  adoption  of  a  particu- 
lar mode,  merely  because  the  Commons 
had  thouffht  fit  to  accept  it  in  the  exami- 
nation of%ntnesses  at  tneir  bar. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  strenuous 
for  finishing  the  altercation,  by  observing, 
that  if  the  House  really  wishedf  for  inform* 
ation,  the  most  likely  method  to  obtain  it, 
deserved  the  preference ;  and,  in  the  noble 
duke's  opinion,  it  would  much  better 
answer  Uie  proposed  end,  to  have  Mr. 
Barclay  primarily  propound  the  questions, 
than  tnat  that  House  should  propose  them 
at  second  hand.  If,  however,  the  latter 
method  was  asreed  on,  the  noble  duke  was 
ready  to  acquiesce,  although  it  would  de- 
tain the  members  longer  from  that  dinner, 
to  which  their  hunger,  betrayed  in  their 
petulance,  stimulated  them  to  repair. 

The  House  rejecting  the  idea  of  Mr* 
Barclay  prqpounding  any  questions  to  the 
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America  would  stop  the  fishery  in  lime : 
that  the  only  materials  for  buUding  their 
fishing  vessels  got  from  London,  weie 
sails  and  rigging;  that  there  is  an  Ad 
whieh  prevents  the  pressing  of  the  meo 
employed  in  the  New  England  fishery : 
that  the  money  arising  from  this  fiabery 
amounts  to  abount  3^000/.:  that  the 
Quakers  are  of  a  peaceable  dispoaitkm^ 
and  did  not  send  any  delegates  to  the  con* 
gress :  that  they  chuse  but  one  represen- 
tative: that  they  drink  tea:  that  thef 
were  no  ways  concerned  in  the  destruction 
of  the  tea :  that  they  reside  chiefly  upon 
the  island,  and  are  no*  great  pcjiticiana: 
that  he  never  heard  of  any  persecution  at 
Halka)c  -on  account  of  religion,  but  has 
heard  formerly  of  persecution  ou  account 
of  religion  at  Massachusetts  Bay :  that 
though  the  people  of  Nantucket  would 
not  by  choice  go  to  another  ptet  of 
America,  where  the  trade  waa  re* 
strained,  yet  they  would  prefer  ^oii^ 
there  rather  than  to  Halifax  :  that  these 
people  have  not  entered  into  any  combi- 
nation  not  to  import  goods  from  Greift 
Britain,  and  that  they  think  this  Bill  wgl 
xrestrain  them  from  fishing  alter  the  let  of 
June  next.*^  Whereupon  the  datiae  m 
the  Bill  rdating  to  the  island  of  Nantuckel 
was  re^  in  the  engrossed  Bill*  whereby  il 
8t|>peared  that  some  words  liaving  by  nii&* 
take  been  omitted  in  the  printed  Bil!,  vae 
the  reason  of  the  witness'a  being  of  opi* 
nion,  that  this  Bill  would  reatmin  them 
from  any  fishery  after  the  1st  of  Jane 
next.-— The  witness  being  further 
mined,  acquainted  the  House,  ** 
there  are  very  few  others  than 
islanders  who  have  any  sharea  in 


evidence,  it  was  agreed,  that  the   usual 
forms  of  the  House  should  be  observed. 

Then  Seth  JenkinSf  a  Quaker,  was  called 
in,  and,  upon  his  affirmation,  acquainted 
the  House,  '*  That  he  was  a  mariner,  and 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket: that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
upon  the  said  island  is  between  5  and 
6,000,  who  are  almost  all  employed  in  the 
fisheries :  that  the  number  of  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  said  island  is  140  sail,  eight 
of  which  are  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and  the  rest  in  the  fisheries :  that 
the  said  island  is  about  15  miles  long,  and 
S  broad ;  distant  from  the  main  7  leagues : 
that  it  has  but  one  harbour  :  that  the 
produce  ef^the  said  island  will  not  maintain 
above  20  families :  that  nine  tenths  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Quakers  :  that  the  vessels 
employed  in  the  whale  fishery  sail  at  all  sea- 
sons :  that  the  limits  of  the  whale  fishery 
extend  to  Falkland's  Island  and  the  coast  of 
Africa  :  that  their  fishing  vessels  are  gene- 
rally 12  months  on  their  voyage,  sometimes 
14  months :  that  this  island  is  supplied  with 
corn  from  the  provinces  of  Carol  ma, -New 
York,  Virginia,  and  Rhode  Island  :  that 
it  is  supplied  with  tnanofiictttres  from 
London :  that  all  their  oil  comes  to  Great 
Britain,  except  a  littie,  which  is  consumed 
in  the  colonies :  that  if  the  inhatbitants  of 
this  island  are  restrained  from  fishing, 
they  would  wait  quietly  till  the  Act  waa 
repealed^  but  that  they  could  not  subsist 
above  a  month :  that  the  inhabitants  might 
be  under  the  necessity  of  removing  from 
the  island,  but  would  not  go  to  Halifkx, 
it  being  a  military  government :  that  the 
vessels  from  England  employed- in  the 
whale  fishery  have  little  or  no  success  in  it, 


owing  to  their  not  understanding  it :   that    fishery :  that  if  the  Bill  passes  they 


this  island  formerly  belonged  to  the  pro- 
vince of  New  York,  at  present  i^  belongs 
to  Massachuset's  Bay :  that  no  other  men 
would,  if  trade  is  stopt,  carry  on  the 
whale  fishery,  as  they  do  not  understand 
the  nature  of  it:  that  the  people  of  Nan- 
tucket, if  their  fishery  is  stq)t,  would  not 
get  employment  from  others:  that  their 
crafl  would  be  entirelv  lost,  as  they  could 
not  get  purchasers  for  them :  that  the 
lands  in  Nova  Scotia  are  in  general  very 
barren,  except  some  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
and  some  German  settlements :  that  the 
lands  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  are  fertilized 
by  being  often  overflowed :  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Nantucket  are  supplied  with 
their  materials  for  the  fishery  from  Lon* 
don :  that  they  have  no  stores  laid  in : 
that  the  non-importation  agreement  in 


not  be  able  to  get  any  provisions,  withoal 
which  they  cannot  carry  on  their fiaheriesi 
that  the  provinces  of  New  England  sal 
Massachuset's  Bay  have  no  superfluity  ei 
provision  to  supply  them  with :  that  Nei^ 
England  is  supplied  with  provisioBa  horn 
Baltimore,  Pennsylvania,  and  Carotiaat 
that  provisions  were  sent  to  the  amay  m 
the  last  war  from  Connecticut :  Uiat  theft 
is  not  a  sufficiency  raised  in  New  EogloMl 
for  their  own  consumption:  that  th«yi 
supply  the  West  Indies  with  live  cattlei 
and  can  supply  Nantucket  with  beef  mat 
pork,  but  not  bread,  bot  having  auScieal 
tor  themselves:  that  Newfoundland  ii 
supplied  with  provisions  from  New  York| 
Jersey,  Pensylvania,  and  Maryland :  that 
one  reason  of  their  wanting  proviaioiia^  ii 
the    great    quantity    consiuaed  m    tha 
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febeiy :  and  that  to  many  men  are 
employed  in  the  fisheries^  that  there 
are  not  enough  left  at  home  to  cuK 
tirate  the  land,  but  if  not  employed  in 
tfae  fishery  might,  in  time,  be  able  to 
raise  mere  provittons :  that  if  the  people  of 
the  cootioent  would  or  could  tend  them 
provbtons,  they  wonld  have  no  money  to 
pay  for  tlien  if  the  fishery  was  stopt,  but 
fit  is  not  stopt  they  could  pay  for  them : 
that  there  are  many  sheep  raised  on  the 
idand  of  Nantucket :  that  oonsiderable 
ooantities  of  oats  and  Indian  com  are  sent 
mm  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  West 
Indies." 

Mr.  Brooke  Watson  Acquainted  the 
House,  **  That  he  was  an  American  mer- 
cfaant,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
isberies  in  North  America  :  that  he  had 
been  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
CoiDiDons  on  that  subject:  thai  in  his 
passage  to  North  America,  in  1766,  he 
Bide  oat  a  State  of  the  American  fishery 
B  1764;  which  State  he  carefully  cor- 
rected from  the  best  information  on  bis 
am'tal  io  North  America;''  and  then 
produced  the  said  State.  He  then  ac* 
q[iia!nted  the  House,  '<  That  the  Ame« 
ncan  fisheries  were  mnch  increased  since 
1764:  that  remittances  were  reoelved  for 
AmericaD  fish  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Ruisia:  that  large  quantities  of  New 
England  rum  are  sent  to  Quebec,  for 
vhich  they  return  money,  bills  of  ex* 
cbaoge  on  merchants  in  London,  and 
lame  wheat :  that  it  was  too  copious  a  sub- 
ject for  him  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
tk  general  state  of  trade  between 
Gnet  Britain  and  America:  that  his 
iecount  of  the  exports  from  Great 
Britain  te  America  was  made'  up 
about  the  time  6f  passing  the  Stamp 
Aet:  that  a  committee  oif  merchants 
bang  appointed  to  draw  up  a  state 
af  the  tnen  trade  Between  Great  Bri« 
tarn  and  America,  each  merchant  wrote 
fte  amount  of  his  exportation  from 
mat  Britain  upon  a  piece  of  paper,  but 
<Iid  not  sign  his  name  to  it,  and  put  it  into 
(box,  and  the  whole  amount  is  specified 
>k  the  paper  be  had  delivered  in,  or  as  near 
is  could  be :  that  the  merchants  here  ge» 
Barally  deliver  in  at  the  Custom-house  an 
iiTDics  of  one  third  more  than  is  really 
>^pped,  and  that  no  officer  of  the  cus- 
^Mna  cftn  make  an  exact  estimate  of  what 
>•  exported  to  America :  that  the  people 
^  North  Carolina  cannot  afford  to  clothe 
^beaselves  so  well  as  those  of  the  other 
pro^ces:  that  he   never  was   at  the 


island  of  Nantucket,  but  that  he  knows 
there  is  a  trade  carried  on  from  there  in 
fish :   that  four  of  the  proTJnces  in  New 
England  do  not  raise  bread  sufficient  for 
their  own  consumption,  and  that  he  has 
known  great  quantities  of  bread  sent  to 
Boston  from  London    and    New    York: 
that  he  does  not  know  of  any  immediate 
substitute  for  bread  the  people  of  Nan- 
tucket could  eat :   that  ii  the  fishery  is 
stopt,  the  men  employed  in  it  cannot  turn 
their  hands  to  any  other  business:  that 
the  restraint  upon  the  Nantucket  whale 
fishery  is  taken  oif  by  a  clause  in  the  BUI  s 
that  he  don't  know  if  any  other  persons 
are  concerned  with  them  in  their  fishing 
ships :  that  they  have  all  the  materials  for 
building  their  ships  from  England,  except 
timber ;   that  the  indulgence  given  by  the 
Bill  to  the  people  of  rnntuck^,  he  fears, 
will  be  of  little    consequence  to   them : 
that  the  Americans  pay  for  the  goods  from 
Great   Britain  by   the    profits    of  their 
fisheries,  and  by  the  money  they  get  for 
the  ships  which  they  buila  in  America, 
and  load  with  goods  for  the  West  Indies, 
where  they  receive  sugars  for  their  goods 
which  they  bring  to  Great  Britain,  where 
they  and  the  ships  are  sold :  that  if  the 
Bill  passes,  the  Americans  cannot  make 
any  returns  to  Great  Britain  for  goods, 
nor  pay  the  debts  they  now  owe :  that  the 
merchants  in  London  are  not  concerned 
in  the  property  of  the  American  fisheries : 
that  the  people  of  Nantucket  xsannot  be 
supplied  with  flour  from  Quebec,  because 
at  Quebec  they  have  only  a  number  of 
mills  sufficient  to  grind  corn  for  them* 
selves,  but  that  they  may  have  a  supply 
from  other  provinces :    that  thc^  weather  is 
so  severe  at  Quebec  that  the  mills  cannot 
work    above  seven  months  in  the  year : 
that  he  can't  tell,  if  the  other  previnces  in 
America  should  return  to  their  allegiance, 
whether  this  Bill  would  afiect  Nantucket : 
that  by  this  Bill,  the  people  of  one  pro* 
vince  being  made  answerable  for  another, 
Nantucket  will  not  receive  her  usual  sup- 
ply of  sustenahce :   that  though  the  inha- 
bitants of  Nantucket  are  the  obedient  sub- 
jects to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  are, 
and  have  been,  acting  with  all  possible 
precaution,  yet  they  must  suffer  on  the  ac- 
count  of  others  who  may  be  refractory/' 

Mr.  Betifamin  Lister  acquainted  the 
House,  **  That  he  was  a  merchant  adven- 
turer in  the  Newfoundland  fishery  for  S8 
years:  that  he  goes  to  Newfoundland 
every  summer,  and  is  a  large  dealer  in  that 
trade :  that  he  thinks^  that  if  the  American 
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fishery  was  stopt,  the  foreign  markets 
miffht  be  supplied  with  fish  from  Great 
Bntain  alooe  in  future,  and  in  part  this 
year :  that  the  principal  ports  in  England 
from  whence  the  Newfoundland  fisheries 
are  carried  on,  are  Pool  and  Dartmouth, 
that  400  sail  are  sent  from  Great  Britain, 
the  tonnage  of  which  amounts  to  36,000 
tons,  and  2,000  shallops,  making  20,000 
tons  more :  that  20,000  men  are  employed, 
12,000  of  which  return  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland:  that  they  are  obliged  to 
carry  out  every  year  one  man  in  every 
five,  who  is  what  they  call  a  green  man, 
or  one  who  has  never  been  at  sea  before, 
by  which  means  the  British  fishery  raises 
3,000  firesh  seamen  every  year :  that  they 
^catch  about  600,000  quintals  of  cod  fish, 
which,  for  about  seven  years,  has  sold  at 
14«.  the  quintal :  that  the  quantity  of  sal- 
mon caught  amounts  to  about  3,000 
tierces,  st  6L  5s.  the  tierce:  quantity  of 
cod  oil  3,000  tons,  at  23/.  per  ton ;  seal 
oil  800  tons,  at  251*  per  ton :  that  they 
set  few  seal  skins,  the  duty  upon  them 
here  being  so  high  as  to  be  almost  a  pro- 
hibition of  the  importation  of  them ;  but 
the  New  England  people  are  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  any  duty  upon  them: 
that  the  returns  from  abroad  for  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  British  fishery  is  made  in  raw 
materials,  Barilla  oil,  and  some  specie: 
that  the  net  produce  of  the  British  nshenr 
amounts  to  about  500,000^  all  which 
centers  in  Ghreat  Britain :  that  all  the  ma* 
terials  of  the  ships  employed  in  this  fishery 
are  bought   in    Great  Britain:  that  the 

greatest  part  of  the  profits  arising  from 
le  American  fishery  centres  in  America : 
that  in  war  time  the  British  fishery  is  not 
carried  on  with  the 'same  advantage  as  the 
New  England  fishery,  as  the  New  Eng- 
land  fishermen  are  exempted  by  act  of 

Eirliament  from  bemg  pressed,  which  the 
ritish  fishermen  are  not ;  that  the  Act  of 
king  William  donU  prevent  the  Americans 
from  fishing  on  the  bank  of  Newfoundland, 
but  only  from  drying  their  fish  on  shore : 
that  he  don't  know  if  the  whole  fishery, 
including  the  whale  fishery,  could  be  car* 
ried  on  by  Great  Britain  only:  that 
the  Newfoundland  fishery  carried  on 
from  Great  Britain  is  the  ^beneficial  nur- 
sery for  seamen:  that  he  would  not 
have  the  fishery  confined  only  to  the  ports 
of  Pool  and  Dartmouth,  but  would  have  it 
confined  to  Great  Britain  only !  that  if  the 
American  fishery  was  stopt,  other  places 
in  Great  Britain  besides  Pool  and  Dart- 
mouth would  engage  in  it :  that  the  French 


would  gain  no  share  in  it  more  tbtn  tbej 
have,  as  their  fisheries  are  bounded:  that 
it  would  increase  the  number  of  Britbh 
and  Irish  fishing  vessels,  and  conseqnentij 
increase  the  number  of  British  seameD: 
Aat  the  best-dried  fish  are  best  for  the 
markets,  and  there  are  different  maikeli 
for  all  the  diffident  sorts  of  fidi ;  ^ 
Italian  market  is  for  small  fish:  thttia 
time  the  British  fishermen  would  be  iUe 
to  equal  the  New  England  fishermen,  in 
curing  fish  for  the  Bilboa  market :  that  in 
1773  there  was  more  fish  caught  than  w» 
wanted,  and  that  the  markets  were  dot- 
ted :  that  England  can  supply  half  of  the 
fish  for  the  American  markets  this  year: 
that  the  French  can  only  supply  them- 
selves: that  he  can't  tell  whether  Nev 
England  can  sell  fish  cheaper  than  Great 
Britain,  but  that  they  can  afford  to  aeD  it 
cheaper:  whoever  comes  first  to  the 
banks  has  the  right  of  drying :  that  if  New 
England  was  restrained  for  ever  from  thb 
fishery,  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  Great 
Britain :  that  he  buys  300  hogsheads  fion 
New  England  every  year :  that  he  thinb 
if  New  England  was  deprived  of  their 
fishery,  they  would  not  be  able  to  import 

giods  from  Great  Britain :  the  ships  non 
reat  Britain  to  Newfoundland  now  em- 
ployed make  but  one  trip  in  a  year,  bat 
mav  make  two  in  future  t  the  Britiah  fidi 
self  for  one  pound  a  ton,  the  American 
fish  from  l^,  to  20a.  per  ton/' 

Mr.  George  Dams  acquainted  the  Hoaae» 
**  That  he  was  a  Newfoundland  merchaDt, 
and  had  been  in  that  trade  for  24  yean: 
that  if  the  New  England  fishery  was  stopt, 
the  foreign  markets  might  partly  be  aap« 
plied  this  year  from  Great  Britain :  that 
the  French  cannot  increase  their  fiafaety 
on  the  coast ;  and  that  their  fish  are  not 
approved  of  at  market,  not  being  so  well 
cured^as  ours :  that  of  late  jeara  the  Mew 
England  fishery  is  much  mcreased,  and 
the  British  fishery  very  much  decreased: 
that  the  British  ships  employed  in  the 
Newfoundland  fishery  are  generally  aboat 
200  tons  burthen,  and  their  number  of 
hands  is  one  man  to  two  tons:  that  the 
ships  employed  in  the  New  Eoglaad 
fishery  carry  but  twelve  hands  each :  that 
the  New  England  fish  are  as  good  as  ours, 
but  not  fit  for  the  Italian  market :  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  profits  of  the  New 
England  fishery  centres  there,  but  a  amall 
part  is  returned  here  for  the  manufiu^torea 
of  this  country :  that  the  New  England 
fish  sometimes  bears  a  better  'price  than 
ours:  that  the  foreign  markets  might  be 
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lupplied  entire]?  from  Great  Britain  if  the 
Kev  England  fishery  was  atopt  i  that  it  ia 
ntt  more  expensive  to  aena  ships  from 
Great  Britain  than  New  England:  that 
tbe  New  Endand  men  have  more  wages 
than  oura:  wat  they  begin  to  fish  aooner 
than  we,  but  it  is  very  Uttle  advantage  to 
then:  that  our  men  entering  on  board 
their  fishing  ships  ia  a  great-hurt  to  the 
British  fishery :  that  the  witness's  trade  is 
fiom  London :  that  if  this  Act  should  pass, 
he  should  reap  benefit  from  it :  that  he  has 
alreadjT  enlarged  his  capital,  and  shall  en- 
large It  more  if  the  Act  passes :  that  the 
time  of  the  New  England  ships  getting  to 
market  depends  upon  the  seasons:  that 
thej  get  something  sooner  to  the  markets, 
except  the  Spanish  markets,  than  the 
BritiBh  ships :  tnat  he  knows  no  other  rea- 
son for  the  Italians  preferring  the  jsmall 
iiib  than  their  pride,  which  makes  them 
prefer  the  having  one  whole  fish  at  table 
rsther  than  a  piece  ,of  a  large  fish :  that 
though  ail  the  men  carried  out  in  the 
British  ships  are  not  employed  in  naviga- 
tioD,  the  greatest  part  oi  them  going  out 
to  be  employed  in  the  fishery ;  yet  all  that 
are  carried  out  return  seamen:  that  a 
New  England  ship  of  200  tons  carries 
about  fourteen  ar  sixteen  men,  and  has  no 
boats:  that  a  British  ship  harbut  one  boat, 
tbe  men  being  distributed  in  the  shallops 
for  fishing," 

Moljpteux  Shuldhamj  esq.  acquainted  the 
House,  <<  That  he  has  been  governor  of 
Newfoundland  for  three  years:  that  the 
quantity  of  cod  caught  last  year  amounted 
to  759,877  quintals,  at  9s*  a  quintal :  that 
Ae  number  of  men  employed  in  this 
&hery  amounts  to  23,652,  all  of  whom 
become  sailors:  that  he  has  had  great 
complaints  of  the  outrages  committed  by 
the  r^ew  England  crews  employed  in  the 
bhery :  that  tbey  cannot  take  any  seamen 
9A  of  the  New  England  ships,  but  that  a 
peat  many  are,  got  out  of  the  British  fish- 
mg  ships:  that  the  New  Eneland  ships 
ony  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  French : 
that  they  load  with  provisions  and  lumber, 
^  go  to  meet  the  French  ships  at  sea : 
that  they  sell  them  ship  and  car^^o,  and 
tdce  French  manufactures  and  India  goods 
>Q  exchange :  that  the  New  England  ships 
carry  provisions  to  the  French  at  Miquelon 
^  Saint  Pierre,  and  he  supposes  they 
BMist  hav^  at/  superfluity  of  provisions : 
that  they  supply  the  French  fishermen 
with  flour  from  Indian  corn :  that  numbers 
of  our  seamen  desert  to  the  New  England 
ibipa :  that  the  Mew  England  seamen  are 


not  so  good  seamen  as  ours :  that  in  the 
last  war  very  few  of  them  were  employed 
on  board  our  men  of  war,  perhaps  thiere 
might  be  six  or  ten  of  them  on  board  • 
man  of  war  of  60  guns:  that  if  this  tem- 
porary restraint  on  the  New  Eneland 
fishery  was  made  perpetual,  it  would  be  a 
benent  to  Great  Britam." 

Sir  Hugh  Paliiser  acquainted  the  Hoase, 
**  That  in  the  year  1768  he  waa  governor 
of  Newfoundland:  that  the  number  of 
ships  then  employed  in  that  fishery  was 
389,  shallops  2,109,  the  tonnage  of  which 
amounted  to  the  number  of  men 

19,198 :  that  this  fislierv  is  the  best  nur- 
sery :  that  the  men  are  Setter  for  the  men 
oT  war  than  those  taken  out  of  the  col- 
liers :  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  man 
a  fleet  but  in  a  great  while,  if  it  was  not 
for  the  men  they  get  from  Uie  Newfound- 
land fishery :  that  few  or  no  seamen  are 
^ot  from  the  New  England  fishery :  that 
if  the  New  England  fishery  was  entirelj 
stopt,  the  Freqch  would  not  be  benefited, 
as  the  English  are  in  possession  of  the 
markets :  that  he  does  not  know  any  thing 
about  the  island  of  Nantucket:  that  whe- 
ther the  restraining  of  the  New  England 
fishery  is  temporary  or  perpetual,  it  will 
be  an  advantage  to  Great  Britain:  ti^t 
the  fishery  might  be  carried  on  from  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey, 
which  would  greatly  encrease  the  nursery 
for  seamen :  l^at  the  New  England  ships 
carry  provisions  to  Saint  Pierre  and  Mi- 
quelon: that  the  New  England  fishery 
would  be  an  advantage  to  Great  Britain, 
if  there  waa  a  power  given  to  press  their 


mep/' 

« 

March  16.  The  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  opposed 
the  motion.  His  lordship  asserted  that 
the  Bill  was  oppressive  and  tyrannical 
throughout ;  that  the  princiole  which  per- 
vaded it,  and  the  means  ot  putting  it  in 
execution,  had  one  merit,  that  of  con- 
sistency ;  and  that  from  the  same  motive, 
he  should  heartily  dissent  to  every  syllable 
of  its  contents.  He  meant  not  to  trouble 
their  lordships  in  any  future  stage  of  the 
Bill,  or  perhaps  at  all  on  the  same  sdbject, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  session,  for 
which  reason  he  hoped  for  their  indul- 
gence on  the  present  occasion.  He  de- 
sired to  repeat,  that  the  present  Bill,  and 
every  other  fi*aroed  on  the  same  principle 
and  directed  to  the  same  object,  to  be  at- 
tained only  by  the  most  flagrant  acta  of 
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cruelty  and  oppression,  must  for  ever  con« 
tinue  to  meet  with  his  strongest  disappro- 
bation. After  examining  the  general 
principle  of  the  Bill,  which  he  strongly 
condemned  and  reprobated  in  the  most 
marked  expressions,  he  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine the  cruel  and  persecuting  means  de- 
vised for  enforcing  it,  which  he  said  exactly 
resembled  the  mode  adopted  by  marshal 
Rozen,  king  James  the  2nd'8  French  ge- 
neral in  Ireland,  in  order  to  reduce  the 
rebellious  citizens  and  other  defenders  of 
Londonderry.  They,  brave  men,  as  the 
Americans  are  now,  were  stiled  traitors 
and  rebels;  and  they,  as  well  as  our  re- 
bellious subjects  in  America,  were  to  be 
starved  into  compliance;  that  is,  the 
means  employed  were  to  be  Justified  by 
the  goodness  of  the  cause.  He  then  read 
an  order  from  Rozen,  for  obliging  the  gar- 
rison of  Derry  to  submit,  whidi  was  to 
collect  the  wives,  children,  and  aged 
parents  of  the  garrison,  to  drive  them 
under  the  walls  of  the  town,  .there  to 
perish  in  the  presence  of  their  parents, 
husbands,  and  other  relations ;  and  if  they 
offered  to  return,  to  fire  on  and  massacre 
them.  But  weak,  infatuated,  and  bigoted 
as  that  prince  was,  his  heart  revolted  at 
such  a  norrid  expedient  of  subduing  his 
enemies;  for  as  soon  as  it  reached  his 
knowledge,  he  immediately  countermanded 
the  barbarous  order,  and  left  the  innocent 
and  inofending  to  their  liberty.  The  prin- 
ciple he  contended  was  the  same;  the 
rebels  might  have  avoided  ther  barbarous 
purpose,  by  submitting ;  so  we  should  be 
told  might  the  rebels. of  America.  His 
lordship  then  entered  into  a  comparative 
view  or  the  trade  of  Ahierica  at  different 
periods ;  and  that  of  New  England  in  par- 
ticular. He  quoted  from  the  papers  lying 
on  the  table,  that  the  exports  in  1704 
amounted  to  no  more  than  70,000/.  per 
annum  ;  in  half  a  century,  in  1754,  it  was 
180,000/. ;  about  the  time  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  in  1764,  it  was  nearly 
400,006/.;  and  within  the  last  ten  years,  it 
had  so  prodigiously  increased,  as  to 
amount  to  7  or  8QO,000/.  This  increase 
had  extended  itself,  he  was  well  assured, 
in  pretty  nearly  the  same  proportion  to  all 
the  other  colonies ;  and  it  appeared  by  a 
gentleman  who  gave  evidence  at  the  bar 
(Mr.  Watson)  that  the  amount  of  total 
exports  in  the  last  mentioned  period,  was 
above  2,600,000/.  His  lordship  said,  he 
could  not  help  remarking  the  agreement 
there  was  between  that  gentleman's  ac- 
count, and  the  one  on  the  table,  which 
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made  the  exports  to  all  America  in  17^ 
about  2,700,000/.  His  lordship  dwelt  oo 
the  strange,  mutilated,  imperfect  accouoti 
laid  by  the  Kind's  servants  before  parlii- 
ment ;  and  particularly  relative  to  a  letter 
written  by  lord  Dunmore,  giving  sd  ac- 
count of  the  then  state  of  Virginia,  dated 
in  Decei^ber,  in  which  he  omits  to  take 
the  least  notice  of  the  association  and  de- 
claration entered  into  by  the  army  und^ 
his  command  early  in  the  preceding  No- 
vember. It  was  impossible  that  his  lord- 
ship could  be  ignorant  of  so  important  a 
fact,  which  happened  on  tlie  spot;  but 
were  that  even  so,  a  paper  which  be  hdd 
in  his  hand,  made  it  clear,  that  his  lord- 
ship could  be  at  least  no  stranger  to  it» 
being  published  at  Williamsburgh  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  seat  of  his  government,  two  daji 
preceding  the  date  (xf  his  dispatch.  Pe^ 
haps  it  might  have  been  a  spuriooi  ac- 
count, and  as  such  his  lordship  could  not 
have  taken  notice  of  it ;  but  if  that  were 
the  case,  he  should  be  obliged  to  tome 
noble  lord  in  administration  to  rise  aod 
tell  him  so,  otherwise  he  must  contiooe 
to  think  that  the  proceeding  of  the  noble 
governor  was  not  to  be  accounted  for,  cob* 
sistent  with  his  duty,  or  at  least  with  the 
duty  of  those,  who,  having  better  informa- 
tion, thought  proper  to  hold  it  back.  The 
noble  marquis  concluded  with  a  geneisl 
disapprobation  of  all  the  measures  poi^ 
sueii  relative  to  America,  since  the  rqKii 
of  the  Stamp  Act ;  and  predicted  that  m 
useful  and  constitutional  agreement  in  sea* 
timents,  and  a  cordial  reciprocity  of  ia* 
terests,  would  never  take  place  between 
them  and  the  mother  country,  till  tbesasH 
principles  were  once  more  recurred  to. 

The  Earl  of  CarUde  was  suiprized  thtf 
the  noble  marquis  could  possibly  conceivt 
the  Bill  was  either  intended,  or  could  ^ 
supposed  to  operate  in  the  manner  he  af*, 
fected  to  think  it  would  ^  no  such  thing 
being  meant,  no  such  thing  could  tiki 
place.  The  present  was  not  a  questiM 
about  taxation ;  it  was  not  involved  indlA 
ficulty,  but  simply,  whether  we  were  jfli* 
tified  in  employing  the  most  lenient  ms* 
thods  of  bnnging  America  back  to  obe>^l 
dience  and  a  proper  sense  of  her  du^ 
The  Bill  was  not  formed  on  the  narrow 
views  of  loading  her  with  taxes,  or  forths 
sake  of  a  paltry  revenue.  He  believed  ths 
ministry  had  no  design  of  forcing  her  \o» 
any  such  concession ;  if  tliey  had,  he  •• 
certain  that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  tto 
other  lords  who  intended  to  vote  for  •" 
measure,  had  any  such  desire*  / 
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The  Dake  of  Manchester  condemned 
lie  BiBy  as  involying  in  its  consequences 
ht  gailty  and  innocent  in  the  same  pu- 
liilmient.  It  was  a  new  kind  of  logic  to 
Um  to  bear  it  contended,  that  the  Bill 
ris  not  oppressive,  cruel,  or  unjust,  in 
Mpect  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket ; 
bcaote,  be  their  conduct  what  it  might, 
key  were  sure  to  be  punished.  Whether 
ii^are  obedient  or  disobedient,  their  fate 
Btobe  the  same ;  and  what,  said  his  grace,  is 
feeir  mode  of  relief?  Why,  after  peace  and 
Aedience,  which,  by  the  bye,  as  far  as  re- 
hSits  to  them,  has  never  been  violated  or  de- 
|ttted  from,  shall  be  restored  for  onemon^, 
isd  that  the  same  shall  be  certified  by  the 
tttstom-house  officers,  then  the  pains  and 

Enslties  inflicted  by  this  Bill  are  to  cease. 
9w,  when  it  is  considered  what  a  kind  of 
people  the  majority  at  least  of  those  cus- 
tDm-house  officers  are ;  when  we  seriously 
icflect  on  their  narrow  minds,  and  the 
IKsn  passions  they  are  generally  actuated 
ifi  we  vattj  readily  conclude  what  degree 
SK&vour,  mdulgence,  or  justice,  the  inha- 
littnts  of  Nantucket  are  to  receive  at  the 
Ittds  of  such  men ;    men  who,  in  their 
Averal   stations,   besides,   are  to    share 
•noog  them  the  forfeitures  to  be  recovered 
voder  this  Act.     It  is  said,  that  there  are 
live  stock  on  the  island;  and  it  is  con- 
leoded,  that  New-England  has  a  plentiful 
Apply  of  provisions  within  itself;  because, 
wing  the  late  war,  large  supplies  were 
jrocared  from  thence  for  the  use  of  the 
ttmyaDd  navy.    By  this  latter  mode  of 
IttMniDg,   we    might  as  well  suppose, 
kcaose  large  quantities  of  tobacco  are 
inmtHv  exported  from  the  city  of  Glas- 
|Mr,  that  it  grows  in  the  neiehbourhood 
if  that  town;   and,  by  the  &rmer,  that 
kecauie  there  were   provisions  sufficient 
ki  Neir  England,  the  people  of  Nantucket, 
•prived  of  the  bnly  fair  means  of  pro- 
log it  at  market,  might  obtain  it  by 
•npine  and  injustice.      His    grace  pro- 
tteded  to  examine  the  manifest  oppression 
;  d  the  BiQ  in  other  respects,  particularly 
»  it  would  affect  the  property  of  our 
^^rchants,  who  could  not  -he  supposed  to 
■Kv^  had. any  hand  in  the  outrages  which 
pve  birth  to  it,  or  to  that  general  spirit 
d  reiistaace  and  disobedience  it  was  in- 
^fudtd  to  subdue.     He  protested,  sin- 
^^7)  he  came  with  no  prejudices,  or 
JWy  views  whatever  into  the  House; 
jy  kc  had  laboriously  endeavoured  to 
*fy  every  connection,  to  banish  every 
««»ction,  to  forget  all  that  had  hitherto 
V^Hed,  and  contemplato  the  Bill  nakedly 
[VOUXViii.] 


as  it  came  before  him;  nevertheless,  upon 
the  most  impartial  consideration,  in  his 
opimon,  it  carried  in  the  very  face  of  it 
every  appearance  of  a  most  tyrannic,  op- 
pressive, and  persecuting  spirit,  from 
which,  consequences  of  alarming  danger 
were  to  be  feared ;  for,  concluded  he,  the 
military  force  sent  to  reduce  those  injured 
people  may  be  employed  at  home  in  the 
destruction  of  our  own  liberties ;  and  by 
the  general  complexion  of  men  and  mea- 
sures, and  the  professed  means  employed 
to  give  the  latter  existence  and  success, 
there  are,  I  fear,  some  persons  Jf  weight 
and  influence  who  would  cheerfully  adopt 
and  assiduously  labour  to  put  such  a  de- 
sign in  execution. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  rose,  to  correct 
a  mistake  which  the  noble  duke  fell 
into,  relative  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nan- 
tucket, by  informing  him,  that  the  Bill 
was  not  correctly  pnnted  from  the  copy ; 
for  that  in  the  engrossed  Bill  every  thing 
which  had  the  least  appearance  of  severity 
was  provided  against.  As  to  the  certificate 
required  from  the  custom-house  officers, 
he  said,  that  proceeded  from  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  noble  duke,  for  the  ap- 
plication wqs  to  be  made  to  the  governor 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  not  to  the  cus- 
tom-house officers.  His  lordship  then  dis- 
claimed  the  imputation  thrown  out  by  the 
noble  duke  on  administration,  so  far  as  it 
might  be  supposed  to  affect  himself,  and 
was  certain,  that  no  one  member  of  it  ever 
harboured  such  a  thought. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  answered,  that 
the  clause  respecting  Nantucket,  fa\owever 
construed,  could  extend  no  further  than 
I  to  the  whale  fishery ;  for  it  still  left  all, 
but  those  employed  in  that  fishery, 
to  starve  without  employment  or  bread. 
He  still  maintained  what  he  asserted, 
respecting  the  mode  of  application  to  the 
custom-house  officers,  so  far  as  it  related 
to  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  Providence  Plantation.  His 
grace  then  read  the  clause  out  of  the  Bill, 
<*  If  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  said  governor 
and  commander  in  chief,  and  council  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  by  the  testimony  of 
the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  customs,''  &c. 
The  noble  duke  then  exculpated  Ins  lord- 
ship from  the  most  distant  suspicion  that 
he  would  concur  in  any  design  to  enslave 
his  country,  were  he  first  minister. 

Hie  Earl  of  Denbigh  thanked  his  grace 
for  the  good  opinion  he  entertained  of  him ; 
but  if  his  insinuations  were  directed  at  a 
noble  lord  who  presided  at  the  head  of  the 
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finances,  he  begged  leave  to  assure  him  he 
was  mistaken,  for  be  had  known  that  noble 
lord  (North)  from  his  early  youth ;  they 
had  been  bred  up  together ;  he  was  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  his  disposition  and 
sentiments;  and  by  a  knowledge  thus 
founded  and  acquired,  he  could  venture  to 
afBrm,  with  the  fullest  confidence,  that 
there  was  not  a  noble  lord  in  that  House, 
however  zealous,  would  be  further  from 
cO'^operating  in  any  design  for  overturning^ 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  than  he  would. 
He  therefore  wished  that  the  noble  duke 
would  explain  himself;  for  however  flat- 
tering his  grace's  sentiments  might  be 
respecting  himself,  it  took  offenth*ely  from 
the  pleasure  it  would  otherwise  cause, 
while  it  was  founded  in  an  insinuation 
against  another,  and  given  at  his  expence. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  assured  his 
lordship,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  di- 
rectly alluding  to  the  noble  lord  men- 
tioned. 

Viscount  Dudley  observed,  that  the 
whole  state  of  the  evidence  given  at  their 
lordships'  bar,  had  a  direct  contrary  effect 
upon  him  from  that  proposed  by  those 
who  combated  the  Bill;  for  when  the  in- 
terests of  this  country,  the  manning  of  our 
navy,  the  increase  of  our  seamen,  and  the 
employment  of  our  own  people,  came  in 
competition  with  the  pretended  hardships 
and  severities  of  the  Bill,  he  not  only 
thought  that  it  should  receive  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House  on  the  ground  it  was 
taken  up  on,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  made 
perpetual,  in  order  to  secure  for  ever  to 
this  country  so  important  a  branch  of 
commerce.  The  colonies  were  at  present 
spared,  by  the  lenity  and  mildness  of  ad- 
ministration, who  might  carry  fire  and 
sword  throughout  the  whole  continent  of 
America.  He  totally  differed,  from  the 
noble  marquis,  as  to  the  conclusions  he 
drew  from  the  comparative  state  of  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Watson,  and  its  supposed 
agreement  with  that  now  on  your  lord- 
ship's  table,  relative  to  the  exports  to 
America  in  1764,  as  he  thought  them  both 
equally  erroneous.  The  witness  said,  that 
the  entries  at  the  custom  house  are  gene- 
rallv  more  by  one-third  than  tlie  goods 
really  shipped ;  and  that  he  and  the  rest 
of  his  brethren,  put  into  a  box  unsigned 
papers,  containing  an  account  of  what 
each  of  them  exported.  Will  any  noble 
lord  in  this  House  affirm  that  there  could 
be  an  accuracy  in  such  a  mode,  whereby 
every  man  was  at  liberty  to  set  down  any 
quantity  he  thought  proper,  without  a 
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possibility  of  detection^  If  such  be  the 
information  this  House  is  to  be  guided  by, 
1  am  certain  that  no  reliance  ougbt  to  be 
had  on  it :  and  that  it  proves  only,  that 
both  accounts  ought  equal]  v  to  be  rejected. 
He  said,  two  of  Sie  noble  lords  who  spoke 
on  the  other  side,  seemed  to  feel  greatly 
for  the  distresses  of  the  Americans;  bttt 
said  not  a  syllable  oC  the  present  miseriei 
of  our  own  manufacturers,  who  were  daily 
dismissed  for  want  of  employment;  and 
whose  sufferings  would,  he  feared,  if  not 
prevented  by  this  Bill,  or  some  other  of 
the  same  nature,  become  intolerable.  For 
his  part,  he  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
one  of  the  greatest  naanufacturing  tointt 
in  the  kingdom  (Binungham)  ana  there 
the  state  of  trade  and  the  want  of  work 
was  such,  that  should  it  continue  much 
longer,  the  most  dreadful  consequeocei 
were  justly  to  be  dreaded. 

Lord  Camden  rose  and  said : 

My  lords;  I  have  so  often  trou* 
bled  your  lordships  on  the  subject  of 
America,  that  on  every  new  occasion  of 
speaking  to  it,  I  rise  with  great  unwiUing- 
ness  and  reluctance  to  encroach  on  joul 
lordships'  attention;  and  indeed,  I  feel 
myself  not  a  littlje  wearied  with  the  fruit* 
less  efforts  I  have  uniformly  nsade  since 
this  business  has  been  in  agitation.  My 
opinion,  on  the  rights  of  England  and  the 
ngbts  of  America,  is  well  known.  I  fint 
formed  it  on  the  clearest  convictioO)  and  it 
continues  the  same  to  this  day.  Thii 
opinion  I  have  uniformly  maintained ;  bat 
the  great  and  certain  majorities  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  great  noffi-i 
bers,  for  I  admit  there  are  such,  perhapii 
the  majority  without  doors,  diffisriog  froa 
those  opinions,  and  overbearing  with  a 
high  and  powerful  hand  our  feeme  effi)rt% 
have  almost  wearied  me  into  despair  of 
obtaining  any  thing  in  this  question,  oroa 
this  subject,  by  argument  or  debate :  sod 
I  would  not  now  give  your  lordships  thb 
trouble,  but  from  a  consideration  of  the 
duty  in  which  I  stand,  as  a  member  (t 
this  House,  to  interpose  my  endeavoon 
towards  the  vindication  of  justice,  and  thi 
service  of  my  country.  For  this  purpose 
and  in  this  debate,  it  will  npt  be  necessanTi 
to  go  into  the  several  clauses  of  the  BIB 
with  a  minute  exactness.  It  will  be  sufi* 
cient  for  your  lordships  to  consider  the 
general  nature  and  character  of  the  Billf 
to  advert  to  its  operation  and  tendencyi 
and  to  estimate  its  fitness  and  its  wisdoo* 
by  the  qualities  that  shall  be  discovered  ia 
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iu  nature  and  character,  and  by  the  con- 
sequences that  are  to  result  from  it. 

This   Billy  mj   lords,   is    held  out  to 
us  in  various  lights,  and  under  various 
characters.     It   is  sometimes    described 
to  OS   as  a  Bill  of  trade  and    commer- 
cial regulation,   to  regulate  and  restrain 
North  An^erican    commerce,   and  in  so 
doing  to   strengthen    and  increase  the 
commercial  interest  of  this  country.    At 
other  times  we  are  told  it  is  a  Bill  of  po« 
litical  operation ;  that  it  is  to  increase  our 
maritime  power  by  augmenting  the  Bri- 
tish fisheiy    at  Newfoundland ;  and  it  is 
most  industriously   inculcated   by  official 
aotboritj,  that  the  fishery  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  there,  is  the  great,  and  per- 
haps the  only  source  of  our  marine.    We 
are  told  by  some,  that  this  is  a  Bill  of 
finnness  and  of  vigour,  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
lore  of  justice,  and  to  inflict  condign  pu- 
nishment on  the  obstinate  and  rebellious 
colonists ;  but  other  of  your  lordships  in- 
iwms  us,  that  it  is  a  Bill  of  mercy  and 
demency,  kind  and  indulgent  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, calculated  to  soothe  their  minds, 
and  to  favour  and  assist    their    interest. 
But  my  lords,  the  true  character  of  the 
BOl  is  violent  and  hostile.    My  lords,  it  is 
a  Bill  of  war ;  it  draws  the  sword,  and  in 
its  necessary   consequences   plunges  the 
flnpire  into  civil  and  unnatural  war.  This, 
aj  lords,  is  the  true  description  of  the 
Bui;  and  the  irarious  contradictory  opi- 
iMns  on  it,  which  I  have  already  stated, 
^  be  found  by  your  lordships,  when  you 
MQsider  this  subject  with  due  attention, 
Bot  only  contradicted  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  truth  and  reason  of  things.    The 
••idence  yesterday  produced  at  your  bar 
was  anxiously  examined,  to  prove  the  be- 
jjefidal  efiects  of  the  Bill  to  this  country, 
Both  in  its  commercial  and  political  cha- 
*Wer ;  but  when  your  lordships  recollect 
Je  persons  who  appeared  at  your  bar,  to 
BKJde  points    of  such  importance  and 
Jjch  magnitude,  you    will   reject,  with 
■Be  contempt,  their  petty   and  interest- 
ed testimony.     A  Mr.  Lister,  of  Poole, 
^  a  captain  Davis,   were    to  instruct 
^r  lordships  in  the  political  system  of 
Wat  Britam  and  America.     Mr.  Lis- 
ter, of  Poole,  was  to  convince  your  lord- 
•pi,  that  the  profits  of  the  commerce  of 
America  did  not  enrich  this  country  ;  and 
"•Lister,  of  Poole,  and  his  brother-poli- 
^n,  were  to  satisfy  tlie  legislature  of 
Wa  country,  that  the'utter  destruction  of 
American   trade  would    strengthen    the 
^vyi  And  invigorate  the  marine  of  Eng- 


land: and  from  their  redoubtable  testi- 
mony we  were  to  believe,  that  the  fishery 
at  present  carried  on  by  New-£ngland, 
might  be  supplied  and  continued  by  a 
sufficient  number  6f  men  and  ships  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland!  that  foreign 
markets  should  still  be  amply  furnished ; 
and  that  5  or  600,000/.  the  value  of  the 
North  American  fishery,  should  be  con- 
tinued, if  not  increased,  to  this  country, 
by  our  own  efforts,  independently  of  them  1 
Why,  my  lords,  or  how.^  Because  Mr. 
Lister,  of  Poole,  and  hb  friend  captain 
Davis,  were  to  gain  2  or  SOO/.  a  year  by 
the  operation  of  this  Bill.  Your  lordships 
see  the  frivolous  and  contemptible  nature 
of  such  evidence.  The  narrow  and  inter- 
ested minds  of  such  men  are  totally  unfit 
for  such  mighty  discussions.  Their  little 
distorted  scale  of  understanding  cannot 
comprize,  nor  comprehend  the  policy  of 
nations ;  but  a  noble  lord,  at  the  head  of  a 
naval  department,  warmly  supports  this 
Bill,  because,  in  his  opinion  aUo,  it  is  to 
derive  prodigious  advantages  to  our  navy. 
I  do  not  wonder  at  the  noble  lord^s  em- 
bracing every  idea  which  seems  to  have 
that  tendency ;  but  I  cannot  agree  that 
these  advantages  to  our  navy,  so  contend- 
ed and  hoped  for,  even  if  they  were 
proved,  are  to  be  decisive  arguments  to 
your  lordships  to  commit  this  Bill.  Though 
our  navy  were  td  receive  the  addition  of 
500  seamen,  or  5,000, 1  cannot  think  with 
the  noble  lord,  that  we  are  therefore 
merely  to  give  efiect  to  a  measure,  which 
involves  the  ruinous  consequences  that  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to 
your  lordships. 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  much  relied  on, 
that  our  general  trade  will  not  suffer,  nor 
diminish,  by  the  particular  restrictions  im- 
posed on  our  American  fishery  by  this 
Bill.  My  lords,  this  is  a  question  of  the 
most  doubtful  and  dangerous  nature,  and 
requires  the  most  circumspect  attention 
from  your  lordships.  The  benefits  of 
trade  we  know  are  infinite,  and  the  danger 
of  tampering  with  it,  is  in  proportion. 
When  we  consider  its  circuity,  the  various 
lines  it  forms,  and  the  many  channels 
through  ifhich  its  several  streams  flow  to 
a  common  center,  we  shall  find  it  is  easy 
to  disturb,  but  most  difficult  to  restore, 
the  complicated  arrangement.  The  sources 
are  so  subtile,  and  the  complication  so  intri- 
cate, that  these  golden  streams,  if  once 
disturbed,  may  be  irrecoverably  lost,  and 
may  imperceptibly  glide  into  cnannels  the 
moat  hostile  and  pernicious.    But,  it  has 
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or  examining  whether  any  were  ffoiltj  at 
ally  jou  proceed  to  block  up  their  narboor, 
destroy  their  trade»  and  reduce  the  whole 
country  to  the  densest  distrctt.    And  for 
what,  my  lords  ?    For  a  transaction  which 
every  American  disclaimed,  and  none  hate 
attempted  to  justify.    Pursumg  the  same 
spirit,  you  arbitrarily    introduce  a  total 
change  into  their  constitution.    You  vio- 
late their  charter-rights  of  chusing  their 
own  councili  their  own   assembly,  and 
their  magistrates ;  and  invest  the  gOYerner 
with  these  priyil^;es.    You  rivet  the  de- 
pendence of  their  judges,  by  makine  tfaem 
removable  at  pleasure,     x  ou  pac£  their 
juries,  by  a  bene  piaciio  sheriff.    And  thm, 
my  lords,  are  annihilated  all  the  securitia 
of  their  freedom  and  happiness.    Inoh 
minal   matters,  the  tyrannical  statute  of 
Henry  the  8th  is  revived,  and  the  nMNt 
oppressive  partiality  is  established.    If  as 
American  kills  an  Englishman,  he  u  dra([- 
ged  hither,  far  from  his  neighboun,  nil 
friends,  his  witnesses ;  from  siU  posaibiiity 
of  vindicating  his  innocence.    If  an  Eng- 
lishman kills  an  American,  he  is  brought' 
home  to  his  own  country,  to  be  tried  wkii 
all  advantages,  and  without  testimoor  or 
circumstances  to  prove  his  guilt.    The» 
are  part  of  the  oppressions  you  have  ac- 
cumulated on  America ;  and  to  repel  them, 
the  Americans  have  united  their  coonaeh 
and  their  valour ;   and,  my  lords,  I  mnit 
maintain  that  they  are  justified  in  thdr 
union.     But,  my  lords,  some  ideas  are 
most  industriouslv  circulated,  extolling  the 
irresistible    omnipotence  of  parliameot; 
that  the  decrees  of  the  legislature  moat  be 
obeyed,  be  they  what  they  mav ;  witboot 
doubt,  and'  without  appeaL    A  reverend 
dean  [Dr.  Tucker,  dean  of  Gloaccfter] 

E reaches  these  unlimited  doctrines,  io  ha 
ook  on  the  subject  of  America;  and  a 
pamphlet  published  a  few  days  ago,  called 
*«  Taxation  no  Tyranny,"  I  know  not  the 
author,  [Dr.  Johnson,]  speaks  the  aanie 
language :  the  press  indeed  abounda  with 
politics  and  pamphlets,  studiousljr  endea- 
vouring to  enforce  the  same  principia* 
But,  my  lords,  I  have  learned  other  pna- 
ciples  and  other  doctrines,  and  I  learned 
them  from  a  writer  in  support  of  the  coot 
and  the  politics  of  William  the  8d.  Mr. 
Locke  wrote  his  Book  on  Governmest 
in  defence  of  king  William's  title  to  the 
crown ;  and  he  proves,  in  that  incatim^* 
treatise,  that  the  people  are  jartifiedm 
resistance  to  tyranny;  whether  it  be  tf» 
ranny  assumed  hy  a  monarch,  ox  power  aiH 
bitrarily  unjust,  attempted  by  a  legifiita>^ 


been  observed  and  argued,  that  in  this 
great  question,  trade  is  a  secondary  con- 
sideration ;   that  it  is  subordinate  to  the 
great  discussions  of  polity  involved  in  this 
argument.    We    are  then  to  understand 
that  this  is  the  state  of  the  question ;  that  to 
maintain  a  legislative  power  over  Amierica, 
is  the  primary,  the  sole,  and  the  necessary 
object ;  for  the  attainment  of  which,  and 
for  the  reduction  of  the  colonies  to  an  un- 
limited obedience,  all  considerations  of  the 
benefits  of  trade,  be  they  what  they  may, 
and  of  the  ruinous  mischiefs  of  its  loss,  be 
they  however  certain  and  fatal,  are  to  be 
suspended ;  that  we  are  to  contend  through 
every    hazard,    and  in  neglect  of  every 
other,  for  this  grand  object,  the  establish- 
ment of  supreme  dominion,  voluntas  pro 
imperio,    I  wish,  my  lords,  to  place  the 
question  on  its  proper  basis  ;  and  then  to 
submittoyour  lordships  whether,  on  the  real 
state  of  it,  your  wisdom  and  equity  will,  for 
such  an  object  and  in  exclusion  of  all  other, 
entail  on  your  country  the  calamities  that 
I  maintain  must  result  from  this  BiU,  the 
calamities  of  civil  war.    Before  wise  and 
^od  men  draw  the   sword,    they    con- 
aider  whether  the  war  in  which  the^  are 
going  to  engage  be  just,  practicable  and 
necessary.    Unless    the  war,  which    this 
measure  must  produce,  be  found  to  have 
these  qualities,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that 
your  lordships  will  give  your  sanction  to 
It.    The  consideration  of  the  justice  of 
the  measure  contended  for,  will  bring  your 
lordships  to  the  original  cause  of  conten- 
tion, taxation.    As  to  the  right  of  taxing 
America,  my  ideas  on  that  subject  must 
ever  continue  the  same;  though  I  am  not 
now  to  give  them  to  your  lonhSiips.    I  am 
tongue-tied  on  that  ouestion.    It  is  now 
enacted  to  be  law,  ana  is  not  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  be  brought  into  debate.    But 
the  exerciiBe  of  that  right,  we  may  always 
fully  examine  into.      Now,  my  lords,  I 
must  humbly  submit,  that  we  have  at* 
tempted  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  taxa- 
tion, as  some  of  your  lordships  are  pleased 
to  call  it,  most  unwarrantably,  and  pur- 
sued it  most  unvrisely,  as  the  events  have 
proved.    An  East  India  ship,  freighted 
with'  tea,  goes  to  Boston :  a  mob,  and  a 
very  inconsiderable  mob,  destroy  it:  no 
*  requisition  is  made  for  satisfaction,  wliich 
would  have  been  given :  no  step  is  taken 
towards     accommodation,    which    would 
have  been  efiected ;  no  inquiry  i^  instituted 
into  the   transaction;  but  you  proceed, 
without  hearing  the  parties,  without  dis- 
tinguishbg  the  innocent  from  the  guilty, 
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Mj  lordsy  the  bodies  which  compose  the 
k^latare,  are  invested  with  that  power 
for  the  good  qf  the  whole.    We  are  trus- 
tees, and  can  exercise  our  powers*  only  in 
execution  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  us. 
What,  my  lords,  ^  both  Houses  of  Farlia- 
meaty  with  the  concurrence  of  the  King» 
if  you  will,  should  propose  to  surrender 
the  dearest  rights  and  privileges*  of  the 
people ;  and  the  case  lately  happened  in 
Demnark,  almost  before  our  eyes,  and  for- 
meriy  in  our  own  history,  in  the  thne  of 
Henry  the  8th,  when  parliament  voted  that 
his  proclamation  should  be  equivalent  to 
lav  i  io  such  cases,  are  not  the  people  jus- 
tified in  resisting  ?    These,  mv  lords,  are 
the  coDstitutionai  doctrines  of  resistance 
to  arbitrary  power  in  all  shapes  whatever. 
And  let  me  observe,  that  these  are  the 
doctrines  which  establish  the  present  fa^ 
miiy  on  the  throne.    Their  title  stands  on 
thii  solid  rock,  the  principles  of  Mr.  Locke. 
I  trust  then,  my  lords,  those  slavish  tenets 
wili  aever  gain   ground  in  this  country, 
aod  that  it  will  never  be  understood,  that 
the  constitution  gives  you  more  power  than 
that  of  doing  riff  ht.    And  when  I  am  asked 
whether  the    legislature    cannot  retract 
charters,  and  annul  rights,  if  it  thinks  pro- 
per, aod  merely  at  its  own  will,  I  say,  my 
lords,  it  cannot,  I  say,  it  cannot.    They 
naj  be  lost,  they  may  be  forfeited ;  but 
they  are  not  to  be  arbitrarily  sported  with, 
iod  wantonly  violated.    And  when  such 
ii  hhe  conduct   held  against  America, 
when  the  severest  and  most  comprehensive 
punishments  are  inflicted,    without  exa- 
nunbg  the  offence ;  when  their  -constitu- 
tboal  liberties  are  destroyed ;   when  their 
charters  and  their  rights  are  sacrificed  to 
the  Yindictive  spirit  of  the  moment ;  when 
yoathus  tear  up  all  their  privileges  by 
the  roots;  is  there  a  country  under  hea- 
ves, breathing  the  last  gasp  of  freedom, 
that  will  not  resist  such  oppressions,  and 
vindicate,  on  the  oppressors'  heads,  such 
violations  of  justice  ? 

Now,  my  lords,  whether  the  proposed 
neasure  of  severity  be  practicable  or  not, 
V  also  most  seriously  deserving  of  your 
lordships'  attention.  To  conquer  a  great 
continent  of  1800  miles,  containing  three 
BullioDs  of  people,  all  indissolubly  united 
on  the  great  Whig  bottom  of  liberty  and 
|Q<tice,  seems  an  undertaking  not  to 
he.  rashly  engaged  in.  It  is  said  by  a 
Boblelord  (Dudley)  that  only  our  mild- 
Bess  and  lenity  save  them  from  utter  de- 
iolatioD,  and  prevent  our  carrying  fire  and 
>*rord  throoga  their  countiy.    But  I  be- 
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lieve  it  is  certaii^  that  we  would  have  done 
so,  if  we  could ;  and  that  nothing  but  in- 
ability has  prevented  our  proceeding  to 
the  ]B<wt  hostile  extremes  of  violence  and 
devastation ;  if  we  mav  judge  from  what 
has  been  done  in  that  line,  in  which  alone 
any  thing  can  hope  to.be  efccted^    But, 
my  lords,  where  are  you  to  get  men  and 
money  adequate  to  the  service  and  expence 
that  the  reduction  of  such  a  continent 
must  require  ?    Wh2\t  are  the  10,000  men 
you    have  just   voted    out    to  Boston  ? 
Merely  to  save  general  Gage  from  the  dis« 
erace  and  destruction  of  being  sacked  id 
his   entrenchments.    It  is   obvious,  my 
lords,  that  you  cannot  furnish  armies,  or 
treasure,  competent  to  the  mighty  pur- 
pose of  subduing  America.    It  is  obvious 
that  your  only  effort  can  be  by  your  naval 
power;  and,  ai  far  as  those  efforts  can 
have  effect,  you  may  certainly  expect  suc- 
cess :  at  least  when  we  consider  America 
alone :  hut  whether  France  and  Spain  will 
be  tame,  inactive,  spectators  of  your  efforts 
and  distractions,  is  well  worthy  the  consi- 
derations of  your  lordships.    Bat  admit- 
ting full  success  to  your  naval  efforts,  what 
can  they  effect;   the  blocking   up  their 
ports,  and  the  suppression  of  their  trade. 
But  will  this  procure  the  conquest  of  Ame- 
rica ?     No,  my  lords ;  they  are  prepared 
to  meet  these  severities,  ana  to  surmount 
them.    They  are  applying;  themselves  most 
diligently  to  agriculture,  that  great  source 
of  strength  and  independence.    Foresee- 
ing the  important  crisis,  they  have  pro- 
vided against  its  wants ;  and  have  import- 
ed into  their  country  stores  of  industry, 
implements  of  husbandry   and  manufac- 
ture.   They  have  united  in  the  rejection 
of  luxury   and    superfluous    enioyment. 
They  have  suppressed  their  public  diver- 
sions, formerly  common  enough  in  their 
great  and  wealthy  towns ;  and  every  man 
attaches    himself  wholly  to    the    great 
business  of  his   country.      Such  is  the 
state  of  America.    She  has  curtailed  her 
expences ;  she  has  reduced  her  table ;  she 
has  clothed  herself  in  mean  and  coarse 
stuffs ;  she  has  adopted  the  wise  system  of 
frugal  industry.    Her  wants  can  be  only 
ideal,  imaginary,  nothing. 

But,  my  lords,  what  will  be  the  state  of 
this  civilized,  enlightened,  dissipated  and 
debauched  country  ?  How  shall  the  want 
of  American  commerce  be  supplied,  of 
that  commerce  which  contributes  the 
means  of  your  luxury,  of  your  enioyments, 
of  the  imaginary  happiness  of  this  coun- 
try}   We  may  feel  the  loss  of  American 
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connection,  a  loss  which  nothing  can  com- 
pensate ;  but  America  will  have  little  rea- 
son to  regret  her  dis-connection  from 
England  ;  and,  my  lords,  it  is  evident  that 
England  most  one  day  lose  the  dominion 
of  America.  It  is  impossible  that  this 
petty  island  can  continue  in  dependence 
that  mighty  continent,  increasing  daily  in 
numbers  and  in  strength.  To  protract  the 
time  of  separation  to  a  distant  day  is  all 
that  can  be  hoped ;  and  this  hope  might 
be  obtained  by  wise  and  temperate  coun- 
sels; not  by  precipitation  and  violence, 
uniting  America  against  you :  for  so  it  is, 
my  lords ;  there  is  not  a  man  in  America, 
who- can  endure  the  idea  of  being  taxed, 
perhaps  to  the  amount  of  his  whole  pro- 
perty, at  pleasure,  by  a  legislature  3,000 
miles  distant;  or  who  can  separate  the 
idea  of  taxation  from  representation.  The 
groundless  and  interested  rumours  tliat 
are  spread,  of  discord  among  the  Ameri- 
cans, can  only  impose  on  the  grossest  ig- 
norance. They  are  considered  as  the  cry 
of  the  court,  the  talk  of  the  day,  and  meet 
with  the  contempt  they  deserve.  But, 
my  lords,  when  administration  attempt  to 
jom  in  the  imposture,  I  cannot  but  think 
It  most  humilmting  and  disgraceful :  and 
such  is  the  attempt  made  in  the  exception 
in  fiiYour  of  New  York.  The  world  is  to 
be  deceived  into  an  opinion,  that  New 
York  is  detached  from  the  general  cause, 
and  this  dirty,  humiliating  contrivance,  is 
to  create  distrust  and  disunion  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  this,  when  the  directly  contrary 
state  of  the  province  is  well  known.  Did 
not  they -send  delesates  to  the  congress: 
to  that  congress,  which  I  shall  ever  main- 
tain to  have  been  strictly  justifiable  i  And, 
my  lords,  the  committee  is  now  in  the 
town,  most  heartily  and  unanimously  co- 
operating and  enforcing  the  general  cause. 
Such  mean  insidious  attempts  to  under- 
mine the  American  union,  only  prove  its 
solidity  and  firmness,  which  are  otherwise 
not  to  be  attacked  or  shaken,  and  against 
which,  all  your  efibrts  of  war  must  be  vain 
and  impracticable. 

But,  my  lords,  an  objection  may  be 
made  to  this  account  of  the  powerful  and 
invincible  state  of  America.  It  will  be 
said,  that  if  England  cannot  enforce  obe-  ! 
dience,  and  curb  any  refractory  disposi- 
tion that  may  arise  in  the  colonies,  Ame- 
rica might  at  any  time  revolt,  and  shake 
off  the  autliority  of  the  mother  country. 
But  the  answer  is  this ;  that  America  de- 
rives the  invincible  strength  I  have  de- 
scribed, firom  her  union,  which  can  only 


be  produced  by  the  oppressions  from  tliii 
country  ;  for,  my  lords,  the  state  of  Ame- 
rica is  such,  that  union  can  never  origi* 
nate  in  herself.    And  this  was  wisely  con* 
suited  in  the  original  settlement  of  tint 
continent,  by  the  difierent  constitutioDi 
given  to  the  different  provinces,  formiitt 
them  of  such  divers  textures  and  dispoa* 
tions,  as  not  easily  to  unite  or  assimilate 
Some  received  royal  charter  govemmentt: 
some  provincial:  and  some  proprietor. 
Some  were  shaped  in  the  mould  of  ta^ 
narchy ;  others  received  the  form  of  puii 
democracy;    and  even    these  last  well 
granted  in  a  reign  in  which  the  moBtarbijI 
trary  counsels  dismced  the  throne.    Bd 
the  ministers  of  this  prince  (Charleidtoi 
second)  wisely  detached  them  from  eid^ 
other,  knowing  that  different  forms  of 
vemment  would  give  them  different  dii 
tions.    And  so  it  was. .  They  could  nevi 
for  themselves,  merely  coincide  or  co- 
rate.    You  might  as  easily  have  recoDcilfl 
fire  and  water,  as  have  brought  Virg' ' 
to  shake  hands  with  Pennsylvania,  or 
sociated  New  York  to  the  Massachusel^ 
Bay.    And  if  any  one  colony  could  bs^ 
ever  been  infatuated  into  an  attempt 
tirely  to  throw  off  the  dependence  on 
country,  she  would  have  had  few  or  doi 
to  join  her.    The  contest  would  then  ' 
speedily  decided,  and  very  difierent  woi 
be  the  eSorta  of  divided  America  aakd 
united  England,  from  the  force  which  no^ 
resists  you,  the  collected  force  of  umtel 
America  againn  England  weakened  in 
divided.    For  such,  my  lords,  is  the  stiM 
to    which    the    present    measures  bafW 
brought  both  countries.    At  home,  di8>, 
content  and  division  prevaQ ;  and  in  Aoe^. 
rica   it  was  reserved  for  the  wisdom  cf 
these  times  to  produce  such  an  union  ai 
renders   her  invincible.    The  Americanf 
are  now  united  and 'cemented  hf  the 
strongest  ties.     They  are  allied  m  the 
common  defence  of  every  thing  dear  ta 
them.    They  are  stru^hng  pro  arts  d 
Jbcis^  in  support  of  their  liberties  and  pro* 
perties,  and  the  most  sacred  rights  of  osb* 
kind*    Thus  associated  by  the  strongcit 
mutual  engagements,  and  aided  by  their 
mutual  strength,  grounded  on  the  jostica 
of  their  cause,  I  must  assert  and  repeat, 
my  lords,  that  your  efforts  against  them 
must  be  successless,  and  your  war  impnc- 
ticable. 

And  now,  my  lords,  it  remains  to  w 
considered,  whether  the  war  which  this 
Bill  must  produce,  be  necessary;  for  with- 
out necessity,  it  will  not  be  contended  tbit 
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loy  war  should  be  updertaken ;  much  less 
I  civil  war,  which  in  the  first  instance 
proscribes,  and  drives  to  famine,^  such 
nuldtudesof  your  fellow  subjects;  whole 
towns  and  provinces ;  for  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  fisnery  is  not  only  the  trade»  but 
m  a  great  measure,  the  food  of  New  Eng- 
land. Now,  it  cannot  appear  that  this 
nuDOus  measure,  fraught  with  all  fatal 
ooDsequences,  both  to  them  and  ourselves, 
ii  necessary ;  unless  it  appears  that  every 
pradent  and  proper  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  accommodate,  to  conciliate,  to 
|tcify.  If  such  endeavours  have  been 
lied,  and  used  in  vain,  then,,  my  lords, 
there  nught  be  some  colour  for  the  present 
violence.  But  it  is  notorious,  that  not  the 
tSBiper  of  moderation  and  humanity,  but 
the  spirit  of  violence  and  proscription  has 
anifonnly  actuated  your  counsels.  In  the 
fint  bstance,  without  the  forms  of  justice, 
for  a  particular  fault,  you  inflicted  general 
ponishment.  You  proceeded  from  their 
tnde,  to  their  municipal  rights,  to  their 
csDititaiions,  their  charters,  their  liber* 
ties;  and  now,  this  Bill  of  famine  and  of 
w  finishes  the  climax  of  severity.  Such 
hire  been  the  counsels  and  thb  measures 
sf  administration.  Other  counsels  have 
been  giren,  and  different  measures  have 
been  proposed ;  but  they  have  not  been 
tfen  considered  ;  they  were  rejected  with 
^■dain;  though  they  came  from  a  person- 
age whose  character  gave  them  authority, 
sad  ought  to  have  procured  them  respect ; 
•  great  man,  (the  earl  of  Chatham  j  the 
ireatestperhaps  that  this  age  or  this  country 
las  produced,  to  whom  this  country  owes 
berpresent  prosperity,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  sa v 
1^  her  pride,  her  pride  of  conquest,  which 
btt  inmtuated  her,  even  in  this  impracti- 
cable war,  with  the  ideas  of  victory,  and 
certain  success  ;  that  great  man,  from 
whose  opinions,  though  some  of  your  lord- 
ships may  sometimes  differ,  yet  there  is  not 
coe  of  your  lordships  who  does  not  pav 
bteiage  to  his  consummate  capacity,  his 
eztensiTe  talents,  his  great  services,  and 
bis  age,  when  he  delivers  those  opinions 
^  his  place.  I  lament  that  I  do  not 
Ke  him  there,  lliat  great  man  did  pro- 
pose to  you  a  plan  of  conciliation  between 
^  country  and  her  colonies.  How  was 
it  received?  It  was  treated  with  the  most 
Komfiil  contempt ;  rejected  without  being 
b)oked  into ;  spumed,  trampled  upon !  1 
potest,  my  loros,  I  am  afflicted  with  ffrief, 
^ben  I  reflect  on  the  proceedings  of  that 
%;  in  such  an  arduous  moment,  that 
*ich  a  plan,  the  labour  of  such  talents  and 


such  experience,  should  be  rejected,  even 
from  your  consideration,  unlocked  into, 
with  such  indecent  indignity.  Erase  it 
from  your  books;  obliterate  the  trans- 
action from  your  records ;  let  not  posterity 
be  contradicted  by  history,  that  such  could 
have  been  your  conduct  towards  such  a 
man! 

So  much,  my  lords,  for  conciliatory 
plans  in  this  House.  In  another  House 
of  Parliament,  when  a  noble  lord,  (North) 
whose  character  I  by  no  means  intend  to 
reflect  on,  or  to  mention  with  disrespect : 
-—when  he  proposed  what  was  conceived 
in  some  degree  to  tend  towards  concilia- 
tion, there  was  immediately  a  general 
alarm,  it  created  almost  a  civil  war  amongst 
his  troops ;  and  the  confusion  was  univer- 
sal :  till  some  of  the  veteran  and  principal 
officers  brought  back  their  general,  and 
fixed  and  ascertained  him  on  the  old  ground 
of  severity.  Nothing  conciliatory  there- 
fore, has  been  proposed  from  administra- 
tion, or  received  from  any  other  quarter : 
but  an  uniform  system  of  maxims,  doc- 
trines, and  measures  of  violence,  has  been 
maintained.  And  surely,  before  you  re- 
solved on  measures  of  such  magnitude, 
where  the  event  is  at  least  hazardous,  and 
certainly  of  the  extremest  importance,  it 
was  your  duty  to  have  tried  all  possible 
means  of  lenity,  accommodation  and  of 
prevention,  and  not  have  rushed  into  such 
fatal  calamities,  till  impelled  by  the  last 
necessity.  As  it  appears  to  me,  therefore, 
my  lords,  that  the  war  in  which  this  Bill 
must  involve  this  country,  is  neither  just, 
practicable,  nor  necessary,  I  must  give  my 
vote  against  committing  the  Bill.  - 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  noble  lord 
mentions  the  impracticability  of  conquering 
America ;  I  cannot  think  the  noble  lord 
can  be  serious  on  this  matter.  Suppose 
the  colonies  do  abound  in  men,  what  does 
that  signify  ?  they  are  raw,  undisciplined, 
cowarulymen.  I  wish  instead  of  40  or  50,00Q 
of  these  brave  fellows,  they  would  produce 
in  the  field  at  least  200,000,  the  more  the 
better,  the  easier  would  be  the  conquest ; 
if  they  did  not  run  autiy,  they  would 
starve  themselves  into  compliance  with 
our  measures.  I  will  tell  your  lordships 
an  anecdote  that  happened  at  the  siege  of 
Louisburgh :  sir  Peter  Warren  told  me, 
that,  in  order  to  try  the  courage  of  the 
Americans,  he  ordered  a  great  number  of 
them  to  be  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
army ;  the  Americans  pretended  at  first 
to  be  very  mudi  elatea  at  this  mark  of 
distinction,    and    boasted    what   mighty 
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leato  they  would  do  upon  the  soeDO  of 
mction ;  however,  when  the  moment  came 
to  pat  in  execution  this  boasted  courage, 
behold,  every  one  of  them  ran  from  the 
front  to  the  rear  of  the  army,  with  as 
much  expedition  as  their  feet  could  carry 
them,  and  threatened  to  go  off  entirely,  if 
the  commander  offered  to  make  them  a 
shield  to  protect  the  British  soldiers  at  the 
expence  of  their  blood;  they  did  not  un- 
derstand such  usage.  Sir  Peter  finding 
what  egregious  cowards  they  were,  and 
knowing  of  what  importance  such  numbers 
must  be  to  intimidate  the  French  by  their 
appearance,  told  these  American  heroes,- 
that  his  orders  had  been  misunderstood, 
that  he  always  intended  to  keep  them  in 
the  rear  6f  the  army  to  make  the  great 
push ;  that  it  was  the  custom  of  generals 
to  preserve  the  best  troops  to  the  last ; 
that  this  was  always  the  Roman  custom, 
and  as  the  Americans  resembled  the  Ro- 
mans in  every  particular,  especially  in 
couraee  and  love  of  their  country,  he 
should  make  no  scruple  of  following  the 
Roman  custom,  and  made  no  doubt  but 
the  modem  Romans  would  shew  acts  of 
bravery,  equal  to  any  in  ancient  Rome. 
By  such  discourses  as  these,  said  sir  Peter 
Warren,  I  made  a  shift  to  keep  them  with 
us,  though  I  took  care  they  should  be 
pushed  forward  in  no  dangerous  conflict. 
Now,  I  can  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  this  is 
exactly  the  situation  of  all  the  heroes  in 
North  America;  they  are  all  Romans: 
and  are  these  the  men  to  fright  us  from 
the  post  of  honour?  Believe  me,  my 
lords,  the  very  sound  of  a  cannon  would 
carry  them  0%  in  sir  Peter's  words,  as  fost 
as  their  feet  could  carry  them.  This  is 
too  trifling  a  part  of  the  argument,  to  de- 
tain your  loroships  any  longer.  The  noble 
earl  then  went  on  to  id>use  the  Americans 
for  not  paying  their  debts ;  he  made  no 
doubt  that  the  real  motive  of  their  asso- 
ciations, was  to  defraud  their  creditors. 
That  the  congress,  on  which  the  noble 
lord  had  passed  high  encomiums,  was  a 
seditious  and  treasonable  meeting  of  per- 
sons assembled  to  resist  tlie  legal  and  just 
authority    of    the     supreme    legislative 

I^ower;  and  however  dignified  by  his 
ordship,  or  aay  other  noble  lor^,  he 
should  always  continue  to  describe  it  by 
the  latter  appellation,  as  its  only  true  and 
proper  name.  His  lordship  entered  into 
a  long  examination  of  the  purport  of  the 
evidence  given  at  the  bar  by  Messrs. 
Lister,  Davis,  Shuldham,  and  Paliser; 
and  laboured  to  prove,  that  the  present 


Bill,  whatever  other  objects  it  might  take 
in,  was  not,  nor  ought  to  be,  a' Bill  of  ioti* 
midation  or  experiment,  but  a  perpetual 
law  of  commercial  regulation,  operating 
to  extend  our  trade,  to  increase  our  seft- 
roen,  and  strengthen  our  naval  power. 

The  Earl  of  SheUmmej  after  statine  at 
large  the  nature  of  the  Newfoundund 
fishery,  and  its  great  importance  to  thb 
country,  observed,  that  unless  the  present 
Bill  was  taken  up  as  a  permanent,  com- 
mercial regulation,  however  great  an  (4>- 
ject  it  might  be,  it  was  by  no  means  at 
present  before  the  House.  You  are  told. 
It  is  in  proof  before  you,  that  the  people 
of  Nantucket,  the  unoffending,  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  that  island,  will  be  deprived 
of  every  means  of  sustenance  and  support, 
should  this  Bill  pass  into  a  law.  It  re- 
mains yet  uncontradicted,  that  the  peo|^ 
of  New  England  have  not  corn  nearly  s«if> 
ficient  for  their-  own  consumption ;  and 
this  Bill  says,  they  shall  not  be  supplied 
elsewhere.  How  nueatory  and  ridiculous 
it  is,  then,  to  talk  of  commercial  regula- 
tion, which  is  supposed  to  include  im- 
provement and  protection,  when  that  re- 
gulation is  immediately  directed  to  starve 
and  oppress  one  part  of  your  subjects,  to 
whom  there  is  not  so  much  as  any  crime 
or  offence  imputed,  in  order  to  give  com- 
mercial advantages  to  another.  But  if 
the  several  laws  in  being,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  are  not 
sufficient,  or  that  the  Admiralty,  in  whose 
department  it  is,  satisfy  parlianoent  that 
those  powers  have  been  properly  exerted, 
and  are  found  to  be  inaaequate,  let  a  BiH 
be  brought  in  for  that  purpose.  1  am 
convinced  of  the  very  great  importance  of 
the  fishery ;  and  no  man  in  this  House 
will  be  more  sealous  to  give  it  his  most 
warm  support,  than  I  shiul  be.«»Hi8  lord- 
ship next  adverted  to  the  sedentary 
fishery,  ghren  up  to  Canada  by  the  Quebec 
Bill,  and  fully  explained  the  great  pains 
taken  b}'  the  two  very  able  men  who  pre- 
ceded him  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  Charles 
Townshend  and  a  certain  noble  lord  and 
himself,  to  annex  the  fishery  of  Labradore, 
&c.  to  that  of  Newfoundland.  He  gave 
the  most  flattering  testimony  to  the  at- 
tention and  great  abilities  of  sir^  Hu^^h 
Palliser,  to  whom  he  entrusted  the  entire 
negociation  of  that  difficult  affiiir  with  Uie 
count  de  Guerchy,  the  French  minister. 
He  entirely  coincided  in  sentiments  with 
the  noble  lord  (Camden)  who  called  this 
a  bill  of  pains,  penalties,  and  coercion, 
not  of  commercial  regulation.    Heagreed 
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him  likewise,  that  the  popular  tide 
WW  against  him ;  but  he  was  certain  it 
voold  not  be  long  before  it  took  a  different 
turn,  as  the  people  would  find  they 
were  deceiyed,  and  parliament  would 
it  len^  discovOT  they  were  misinformed 
and  misled.  He,  therefore,  as  a  member 
sf  that  body,  pat  in  his  early  claim  of 
objecting  to  the  carrent  ministerial 
ktautge,  that  parliament  did  this,  and 
ftrKament  did  that,  for  be  insisted  tliat 
pn-liament  had  done  nothing;  it  was  die 
ainistiy  had  done  all.  Attend  only  a 
lainote  to  their  conduct,  said  his  lordship, 
and  you  will  see,  that  what  I  have  now 
idvanced  is  strictly  true.  They  baye  laid 
before  os  a  mutilated  correspondence,  pre- 
daely  calculated  to  answer  certain  pur- 
poses. On  one  hand,  they  have  sup- 
vreaed  whole  letters,  and  of  such  as  they 
itve  laid  before  ua,  they  have  only  given 
Oiititl  extracts ;  on  the  other,  they  nave 
Ud  back  the  whole  of  the  official  letters 
OB  this  side  of  the  water,  one  or  two  of 
no  consequence  only  excepted.  Will  any 
Boble  lord  seriously  affirm,  that  whatever 
poceedingB  hsive  been  tdcen  on  sudi  in- 
"nuition,  can  be  deemed  the  proceedings 
ofnrliament  ?  or  that  any  set  of  ministers, 
viu  be  permitted  to  screen  themselves 
ttoder  the  protection  of  parliament,  when 
it  shall  be  discovered,  that  the  measures 
iwommended  and  adopted,  were  framed 
on  tos  mis-stated,  or  for  want  of  material 
ones,  designedly  auppressed  ?  His  lordship 
concluded  with  observing  the  strange  dl- 
Hrsity  of  aentiment  which  prevailed 
ttnoogthe  several  leading  members  in  ad- 
nunistration.  He  aUuded  to  the  phm  of 
conciliation  proposed  by  lord  North, 
which  was  instantly  reprobated.  He  then 
jibserved,  that  of  several  of  the  noble 
lords  BO  two  of  them  scarcely  thought 
>|ike;  some  were  for  commercial  reeula- 
tioo,  others  for  asserting  the  right,  wiUiout 
wishing  for  a  paltry  revenue,  and  a  very 
ooDsiderable  body  for  the  right  and  re- 
venne  both,  lliis  state  of  things  put 
bnn  in  mind  of  a  general  whom  he  served 
under  in  Germany,  a  native  of  that 
conntry,  who  first  desired  the  regiments 
•  the  right  to  form  to  the  left,  then  again 
^  the  right,  then  to  the  rear,  again  to  the 
yit-about.  That  the  troops,  after  being 
■''nssed  for  two  days  by  these  absurd, 
jnntradictory  manceovres,  at  last  found 
«€n»elve8  in  the  place  they  set  out  fi-om, 
w^ut  making  die  least  way,  on  which 
»o  general  desired  every  corps  to  march 
»  they  liked,  so  as  to  mdce  their  way  in 
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the  most  speedy  manner  to  the  place  &t 
their  destination.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  Englishmen  would  never  copy  the 
slavish  obedience  of  Germans,  but  would 
learn  to  act  for  themselves,  and  spurn  the 
direction  of  those  who  knew  neither  to 
lead  them  to  victory,  nor  protect  them 
from  ruin. 

The  Earl  of  Suffhlk  totally  disapproved 
of  some  of  the  reasoning  employed,  and 
facts  alluded  to  by  lord  Sanawich.  He 
said,  that  noble  lord's  insinuations  and  as- 
sertions, that  the  Americans  would  not 
fight,  were  what  he  could  not  approve  o£ 
He  believed,  there  were  as  brave  men 
in  that  country  as  in  any  other ;  and 
though  the  fiict  were ,  otherwise,  he  could 
never  hear  it  asserted  with  any  degree  of 
satisfiuStion.  that  there  was  any  part  of  the 
King's  subjects  deficient  in  that  degree  of 
personal  courage,  for  which  the  whole 
were  so  jusdy  renowned.  There  was  an- 
other point  much  laboured  by  the  same 
noble  lord,  to  which  he  could  never  give 
his  assent ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  hear  it  re- 
lied on,  and  so  much  adverted  to  in  the 
course  of  the  debate ;  that  was,  that  the 
present  Bill  was  meant  to  be  a  measure  of 
permanent  commercial  regulation,  dis- 
tinct from  its  main  object.  This,  he  said^ 
was  by  no  means  the  intention  of  its  ori- 
ginal framers ;  it  was  intended  as  a  Bill  of 
coercion,  to  oblige  the  people  of  New 
England  to  submit  to  the  legal  and  just 
power  of  the  mother  country^  and  that  the 
faith  of  parliament  would  be  pledged  to 
them,  to  restore  the  fishenr,'as  soon  as  it 
should  appear  that  they  had  returned  to 
their  former  obedience.  His  lordship 
then  proceeded  to  defend  the  Bill  on  that 
idea;  and,  in  answer  to  what  had  been 
said  relative  to  the  diversity  of  opinions 
which  prevailed  among  the  King's  ser- 
vants, he  was  certain  there  was  not  a  se- 
cond among  them  as  to  the  material  ques- 
tion of  the  right,  and  the  means  of  exert- 
ing it.  As  to  the  conciliatory  motion  in 
the  other  House,  he  owned  that  many  of 
the  members  of  it  were  much  staggered ; 
and  very  justly  so,  till  it  came  to  be  ex- 
plained; and  for  his  part,  he  should  be 
much  grieved  if  there  was  not  as  great  a 
majority  against  it  as  there  appeared  for 
it,  if  the  motion  had  not  admitted  of  the 
obvious  sense  it  did  when  it  came  to  be 
examined.  He  repeated,  how  happy  he 
was  in  being  one  oi  the  persons  who  ad- 
vised the  dissolution  of  parliament,  as  the 
designs  and  expectations  of  America  were 
at  once  frustrated  and  broken   by  that 

[2G]         ' 
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naeasure;  and  concluded  in  replying  to 
what  the  noble  marquis  dropped  early  in 
the  debate,  that  the  repeal  ot  the  Stamp 
Act  was  the  source  from  which  all  our  pre- 
sent confusions  had  totally  originated. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  said,  he  was  at  the 
throne,  going  out,  not  intending  to  vote 
on  either  side,  when  he  heard  the  last 
noble  earl  pledge, the  faith  of  parliament, 
that  80  valuable  a  branch  of  our  commerce 
was  intended  to  be  given  up  to  the  New 
Englanders,  as  a  sacrifice  for  their  return- 
ing to  their  duty.  It  was  an  improper 
language  to  be  neld  in  that  House,  nor 
was  the  policy  in  every  respect  less  ex- 
ceptionable; for  both  whicn  reasons  he 
had  returned  to  give  his  voice  against  the 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  SuffoUc  said,  he  did  not 
mean  as  a  minister  to  pledge  the  ikith  of 
parliament,  nor  did  he  promise  the  people 
of  New  England  that  the  fishery  should 
be  given  up ;  the  intentions  he  wished  to 
impress  beinff  only,  that  the  present  Bill 
was  not  a  Bifi  of  commercial  regulation, 
but  of  coercion ;  which  as  soon  as  the 
ends  proposed  were  attained,  would  cer- 
tainly be  repealed,  leaving  parliament  ne* 
vertheless,  to  take  the  matter  up  on  mo- 
tives of  policy. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor^  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  this  explanation,  adhered  to  his 
former  opinion,  and  declared,  that  .he 
could  not,  in  conscience,  give  his  vote  in 
fiivour  of  a  Bill,  obedience  to  which  was 
to  be  purchased  on  the  implied  conditions 
of  sacrificing  the  most  important  branch 
of  commerce  belonging  to  Uie  British  em- 
pire.) 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  said  he  had  not 


th«  least  diflBcultv  m  giving  his  vote  on 
the  present  occasion,  as  it  did  not,  in  his 
opinion,  rest  on  the  question  so  mi^ch  agi- 
tated on  both  sides  of.  the  House ;  Ae 
Question  of  taxation,  so  improperly  intro- 
uced  into  the  debate.  The  present  Bill, 
he  insisted,  was  founded  on  the  principle 
of  retaliation  and  punishment,  for  an  out- 
rage as  daring  as  it  was  unprovoked,  still 
further. heightened  and  aggravated  by  a 
resistance  to  all  lawful  authority,  and 
almost  a  positive  avowal  of  a  total  inde- 
pendence on  the  mother  country.  On 
those  grounds  the  propriety  of  the  present 
Bill  could  only  be  fairly  argued ;  and  the 
motives  of  retaliation  in  one  instance,  and 
a  with-holding  the  benefits  only  due  to  a 
dutiful  and  obedient  conduct  in  the  other, 
were  what  had  determined  him  to  give  his 
vote,  that  the  Bill  should  be  committed. 


His  grace  next  disclaimed  all  idefes  of 
ation  and  commercial  regulation,  as  beinc 
clearly  out  of  the  question.    He  obaerveC 
that  a  noble  lord  in  administration  (the 
earl  of  Sufiblk  )  had  very  improperly  imputed 
all  the  present  confusioos  to  the  repeal  of. 
the  Stamp  Act.    I  was  the  perscmy  sail 
his  grace,  who  framed  those  res<duliiiii% 
and  had  the  honour  to  propose  tbem  to  a 
committee  of  this  House,  on  which  the 
Bill  for  that  repeal  was  afterwards  fonnedy 
brought  in,  and  passed.    I  was  then  the 
advocate,  and  still  take  a  particular  prida 
in  being  the  steady  friend  of  Aoaeric^ 
The  delicacy  of  my  situation  then^  as  wdl 
as  now,  will  not  permit  me  satis&ctorily 
to  explain  the  motives  which  led  to  that 
repeal,  nor  the  consequent  very  dingieo* 
able  circumstances  which  succeeded  it,  and 
perhaps  now  regulate  my  conduct;  hoi 
this  however  I  am  at  liber^  to  declare 
that  the  argument  so  confidently  lugedb 
that  America  contributes  nothing  towards  J 
the  common  support,  however  plansiUj 
maintained,  or  ^rcibly  expressed^    is  a 
fallacious  one.    I  affirm,  she  does  con* 
tribute  largely  to  the  publip  burtfaensy  Wi\ 
the  great  consumption  of  our  manttfii^l 
tures ;  and  I  should  be  very  aocty.  It ; 
see,   that  what  appears  now  a  apeoi*; 
lative  composition,  liable  to  be  oootro*^ 
verted,  should  ever  come  to  be  deaKNip{ 
strably,  nay  actually,  proved.    Will  aof , 
noble,  lord,  at  all  conversant  with  the  tnm 
and  commerce  of  this  country,  contend  | 
Uiat  we  are  not  enabled  to  pay  the  greaft; 
load  of  taxes  we  labour  under,  bj  the  vaslj 
increase  of  our  exports  to  that  continent;  { 
or  that  the  various  articles  of  leather,  tevj 
and  in  short  all  exciseable  conamoditiaa! 
exported  to  that  country,  as  well  as  the! 
innumerable  benefits  derived  to  every  pait; 
of  the  three  kingdoms,  by  the^  circuitooi 
commerce  carried  on  with  it,  is  not  ia 
reality  a  very  great  augmentation  to  mm 
revenue,  and  to  every  substantial  purpose 
answers  the  end  of  an  actual  tax,  unaocom* 
panied  by  any  of  the  disagreeable  conse* 
quences  that  never  fail  to  attend  laying: 
burthens  on  the  people,  and  collectinff  itr 
A  ndble   and  learned   lord   ^Canaiaen!! 
seemed  to  take  it  for  granteo,  that  au 
thoughts  of  conciliation  are  hud  asides 
and  that  this  Bill  is  no  less  than  a  positive 
declaration  of  war  on  our  part.    I  bee 
leave  to  differ  from  the  learned  lord.   I 
believe  that  America  will  trust  to  the  pa^ 
rental  disposition  of  this  country,  where 
she  has  many  strenuous  friends^  among 
whom,  I  number  myself  one  of  the  warmest. 
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I  trost  therefore,  that  she  will  not  blindly 
nnh  OD  her  own  destruction,  and  thereby 
prevent  them  from  serving  her ;  but  return 
to  her  obedience,  as  the  surest  means-of 
obtamiog  a  reparation  for  any  injuries  she 
aBy  hare  sustained.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, I  sincerely  hope,  that  the  present 
BiD  wOl  have  the  desired  effect ;  that  our 
feHov-subjects  in  America  will  wisely  and 
Miiilly  retarn  to  their*obedience ;  and, 
dttt  as  in  the  present  year  1775,  we  are 
prosecuting  just  measures  to  bring  about 
loderirable  an  end,  so  in  the  year  1776, 
we  maybe  employed  in  manifesting  the 
moBt  ample  proore  of  our  remoying  aU 
csQie,  or  almost  possibility  of  the  return 
tf  the  same  evils,  by  ascertaining  their 
i^ts,  and  the  censtitutional  power  of  this 
OBQDtfyy  on  the  most  fair,  equitable,  and 
permanent  foundations.  It  was  my  task 
ID  a  former  occaaton :  and  I  shall  with 

eRue,  in  the  year  1776,  as  a  strenuous 
d  to  the  ju8l  claims  of  America,  un- 
Roiittbgly  labour  in  the  same  cause. 

Hie  Marquis  of  Rockingham  observed, 
dot  a  noble  lord  ^Dudley  J,  had  objected 
to  the  accounts  or  the  American  exports 
of  1764',  now  lying  on  the  table,  as  well 
as  that  ghren  by  a  witness  at  their  lord- 
ihip^s  bar,  (Mr.  Watson)  and  drew  a  con- 
dvioQ  from  the  method  of  obtaibing  them, 
one  being  made  up  from  unsigned  papers, 
•idthecwier  from  false  entries ;  that  they 
we  both  erroneous,  and  conseqifently 
An  every  deduction  drawn  from  such 
peonies  must  be  equally  fallacious  and 
iBdoerving  of  the  least  degree  of  credit 
or  attention.  To  this  his  lordship  an- 
ivo^  that  for  the  purpose  he  employed 
Amo  sujpposed  facts,  it  was  totally  imma- 
terial whetiber  they  were  correct  or  not ; 
Ae  exports,  for  instance,  might  be 
VmfidoLm  only  2,000,000^.  the  argu- 
ment either  way  was  equally  good.  All 
k  neant  to  prove  by  stating  them,  was 
to  shew  the  vast  increase  of  our  trade  to 
Aneriba,  from  a  comparative  state  of  it 
it  diSsrent  periods.  The  error,  his  lord- 
Aip  said,  was  uniform ;  it  existed  at  all 
™bb,  or  not  at  aU.  Thus  the  custom- 
"Ove  entries  said,  the  annual  exports  in 
17(H  were  of  foreign  goods  17,000/.  of 
*w»e  64,000?.  in  sill  71,00«.;  in  1754, 
13p,000£.;  in  1764,  in  ten  years,  more 
■>a  doid>le ;  and  in  the  last  nine  yean 
"S&in,  nearly  ia  the  same  proportion,  the 
CKDorts  bemg  between  7  and  800,000if. 
to  New  England  alone.  His  lordship  con- 
«uded  wi£  observing,  that  some  noble 
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«md  with  observing,  that  some  noble 
Ms,  who  formerly  entertained  an  opi-  I 


nion  of  the  propriety  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
seemed  to  have  since  altered  their  senti- 
ments. He,  therefore,  called  upon  them 
to  declare  their  minds  freeiy,  and  not  to 
act  under  any  restraint :  for  he  was  ready 
and  willing  to  unload  them  of  such  a  bur- 
then, and  bear  the  whole  of  the  blame  on 
his  own  shoulders ;  trusting,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  it  proved  a  wise  measure,  that  he 
might  be  entitled  to  claim  the  merit  thus 
abandoned. 

Lord  Camden  rose  to  explain,  in  reply 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  last  noble  duke 
who  spoke  in  the  debate.  He  begged 
leave  to  correct  a  mistake  of  his  graced 
relative  to  the  reception  lord  Chatfaaoi^a 
conciliatory  Bill  met  with,  and  to  recal  to 
the  memory  of  the  House,  the  manner  of 
its  total  rejection.  When  the  noble  lord 
who  brought  it  in  had  explained  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Bill,  and  dehneated  its  great 
outlines,  he  apologized  for  the  matter  it 
contained,  ana  the  aukward  dress  it  ap« 
peared  in;  beseeching  at  the  same  time 
the  attention,  indulgence,  and  assistance 
of  the  House,  to  amend  it  in  matter  and 
form,  so  as  to  suit  it  to  the  masnitude  and 
importance  of  the  objects  to  which  it  was 
meant  to  be  directed.  What  was  the  im- 
mediate consequence?  said  his  lordship. 
A  noble  lord  in  administration,  (lord  Dart- 
mouth) remarkable  for  his  candour,  con- 
sented that  the  Bill  should  lie  on  the  table, 
to  be  taken  up  on  some  future  day,  in 
order  to  consider  it  maturely,  as  it  con*- 
tained  such  an  infinity  of  matter;  but  on 
a  sudden  another  noble  lord,  high  in  office, 
(lord  Sandwich)  strenuously  opposed  it, 
and  moved  for  a  total  rejection,  refusing 
it  even  the  cold  compliment,  or  ceremonial,  . 
of  letting  it  lie  on  the  table  for  twenty-four 
hours,  llis  grace  has  a  kind  of  answer  to 
this,  he  says,  ^*  though  the  Bill  was  not 
permitted  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  it 
was  never  totidly  rejected,  it  is  still  before 
the  House,  and  may  be  still  brought  under 
its  cognizance.*'  This  I  absolutely  deny. 
The  Bill,  though  on  your  lordships'  table, 
is  now  no  more  than  waste  paper ;  it  may 
be  there,  or  any  where  else,  as  to  any  sub- 
stantial purpose.  Look  into  the  Clerk's 
minutes,  suppose  the  Journals  made  up, 
and  in  either  event  you  will  find  the  Bill 
absolutely,  to  all  intents  and  purnoses  re- 
jected ;  and  as  much  out  of  this  House,  in 
point  of  order  and  parliamentary  proceed- 
mgs,  as  if  it  had  never  been  brought  into 
it.  His  ffrace's  reason  for  objecting  to 
the  BiU,  however  new,  for  I  am  oertais 
nothmg  like  it  was  suggested  in  the  do* 
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bate,  is  equalljjr  curious.  The  DoUe  duke  | 
says,  it  was  highly  iinproper,  and  unpar- 
liamentaryy  to  bring  a  Bill  into  this  House, 
which  by  repealing  several  revenue  Acts, 
was  a  direct  infringement  of  the  right  of 
the  Commons,  who  claim,  it  as  an  inalien- 
able privilege  to  originate  all  bills  for  rais< 
ing  and  repealing  taxes*  Is  the  noble 
duke  to  be  informed,  that  when  the  Bill 
got  into  the  committee,  was  the  time  to 
atate  that  objection,  where  he  or  any  noble 
lord  would  be  at  liberty  to  put  a  question 
separately  upon  every  word,  sentence,  and 
clause ;  by  which  means  not  only  three  or 
four  revenue  Acts  miffht  be  left  out,  but 
three  or  four  hundred,  if  the  Bill  con- 
tained so  many  ?  On  the  whole,  my  lords, 
v^hatever  his  grace's  sentiments  may  be, 
it  was  to  the  principle,  not  the  clauses,  of 
the  Bill,  the  real  objection  laj,  therefore 
those  who  were  against  the  prmciple  acted 
▼erv  properly,  not  to  trouble  themselves 
with  the  clauses,  but  to  reject  the  whole 
at  once. 

The  Earl  of  AUngdon  said,  that  reason, 
justice,  conscience,  principle  and  instinct, 
i|U  prompted  him  to  pronounce  the  Bill  a 
moat  diabolic  measure.  How  the  right 
reverend  bench  reconciled  it  to  their  con- 
sciences, he  was  unable  to  conceive :  for 
his  part,  he  put  his  trust  in  the  Almighty; 
and  though  he  knew  all  he  could  say  would 
avail  nothing  against  a  ministerial  ma- 
jority, yet  he  cautioned  the  lords  against 
injustice,  as  in  the  judicial  visitation  of 
Providence  it  generfuly  fell  heavy  on  the 
heads  of  those  who  planned  iniquity. 

The  House  then  divided :  For  w  Bill, 
104 ;  Against  it  29. 

March  21.  The  Earl  of  DartmotUh 
noved  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  ofiered  an 
amendment.  The  clause,  as  it  stood  in 
the  ingrosscd  Bill,  which  Us  lordship 
wished  to  alter,  was  part  of  the  prohibi- 
tory clause,  relative  to  the  fishery,  where 
it  was  enaitted,  **  That  if  any  ship^  or 
▼essel,  being  the  property  of  the  subjecta 
of  Great  Britain,  not  belonging  to,  and 
fitted  out  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or 
the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  shall 
be  found,  after  the  20th  of  July,  1775, 
carrying  on  any  fishery,  of  what  nature  or 
kind  soever,  upon  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land^ the  coast  of  Labrador,  or  within  the 
liver  or  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  upon 
the  coast  or  Cape  Breton,  or  Nova  Scotia, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  coast  of  North 
or  having  on  board  matenals  for 


carrying  on  any  such  fishery,  every  each 
ship  or  vessel,  with  her  guns,  ammunitioo, 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together 
with  the  nsh,  if  any  shall  be  found,  shall 
be  forfeited,  unless  the  master,  or  penoa 
having  the  charge  of  such  ship  or  vesael, 
do  produce  to  Uie  commander  of  aoy  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  stationed  for 
the  protection  ana  superintendence  of  the 
British  fisheries  in  America,  a  certificate 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  of  any  of  the  colo- 
nies or  plantations  of  Quebec,  Newfound- . 
land,  St.  John's,  Nova  Scotia,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  CaroliBa» 
Georgia,  East  or  West  Florida,  aeUing 
forth,  that  such  ship  or  vessel,  expressing 
her  name,  burden,  &c.  and  describing  hery 
hath  been  fitted  out  from  some  one  of  the 
said  colonies  or  plantations :"  his  lordship 
moved.  That  the  words  *  New  Jeiaey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  should  be  omitted. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  opposed  the 
ainendment.  He  said,  that  one  half  of 
the  continent  of  North  America  was  si 
once  punished  bv  the  proposed  alteratien^ 
without  any  trial,  proof,  or  enquiry  what- 
ever ;  that  such  a  mode  of  proceewng  was 
totally  repugnant  to  the  established  rules 
of  equity,  which  always  supposed  tiie 
party  accused  had  belen  heard  belm 
judgment  was  pronounced. 

The  Lard  ChanceUor  said,  the  House 
was  in  possession  of  evidence,  fuUy  auin 
cient  to  authorise  their  lordships  In  agvse* 
ing  to  the  proposed  aroendme&i;  that  at 
the  time  the  Bill  originated  in  tiie  other 
House,  the  information  alluded  to  was  aot 
known ;  that  it  appeared  by  the  aeircrai 
accounts  received  from  the  prosiaces  of 
New  Jersey,  Pennslyvania,  ftc.  that  ihef 
were  eaually  culpable  with  those  eC  Near 
Englano;  and  that  of  eoorse  they, aught 
to  su&r  under  oae  commoa  puntshaaeat. 

The  Duke  of  MmnAester  acceded  la 
the  general  premises  laid  dova  by  dia 
leaned  lord ;  but  totally  denied  tM  psa* 
priety  of  the  nnferencea  and  comIusmbS 
drawn  from  them.  He  observed,  that  al- 
though the  letters  stated  whai  his  kwdship 
was  pleased  to  call  Uie  disobedient  aaia 
undutiful  disposition  of  the  soathem  oola- 
nies,  but  what  he  should  always  estesmas 
a  meritorious  perseverance  ia  the  oauas  ei 
freedom,  and  a  constitutional  assertam  et 

Itneir  rights,  those  letters  were  no  more  ia 
the  contemplation  of  the  Houses  in  its  la* 
gislative  or  deUberate  capaci^^  diaa  if 
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thej  had  never  exiaced.  Have  they,  aatd 
his  grace,  been  even  so  much  as  read? 
Have  they  been  conaidered?    Have  the 

S'es  accused  been  beard  in  their  own 
ice?  Away,  then,  with  such  pre- 
teDcea !  Haa  not  the  miniater  in  the  other 
House,  and  the  Houae  itadf,  been  in  poa- 
fionon  of  the  aame  information?  Why 
dwB  have  not  they  proceeded  in  the  aame 
BOiaer?  No;  however  willing  they  might 
be  to  do  ity  they  plainly  saw  the  inaor- 
noontable  difficultiea  which  hty  in  their 
vay,  and  wiaely  declined  it.  The  pro* 
fmoe  of  New  York  was  permitted  to  stand 
in  the  Bill  with  the  otiier  favoured  pro* 
viaceii  though  it  was  well  known  that 
Aev  had,  in  their  legislative  capacity,  da- 
nca  the  right  of  taxation ;  and  had  con* 
fonaaUy  to  those  aentiments,  transmitted 
ipetidon  to  the  King,  a  memorial  to  this 
Hook,  and  a  remonstrance  to  the  other. 
His  grace,  therefore,  desired 'to  know  the 
KMon  why  they  were  singled  out  from 
the  rest,  when  the  ofience  was  the  same. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  indulgence; 
hit  he  could  not  perceive  how  their  lord- 
Aips  could  reconcile  their  conduct  on  thb 
QKMon  with  any  rule  of  conaiatcncy  what* 
eier. 

The  £arl  of  Effingham,  I  have  been 
veil  informed  that  a  ship  has  arrived  at 
Heir  York,  and  that  the  people  of  that 
oaiony  absolutely  and  peremptorily  re- 
foied  to  permit  any  part  of  the  cargo  to 
kekaded.  I  therefore  call  on  some  of 
the  noUe  lords  in  adminiatration,  to  con* 
Mict  this  account  if  false,  or  confirm  it 
if  it  be  true.  Should  the  latter  be  the 
ttn^  I  f;annot  for  my  part  conceive,  on 
^>te  ground  the  present  exemption  in  &• 
VMr  of  New  York  can  be  defended. 

The  Earl  of  DaHmouth,  It  ia  not  in 
^  ^er  directly  to  contradict,  or  affirm, 
m  mtelligence  of  Uie  noble  lord.  AH  I 
^Bt  Hjr  on  the  aubject  is,  that  the  last  ac* 
<)ant  I  received  was  from  a  ^ntleman  of 
^ndty  on  the  spot,  who  wntinff  on  the 
"*tnrday,  and  informing  raejof  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel,  asanres  me,  that  the  goods 
^vald  be  landed  on  the  Moi^y  foUow- 


\. 


House  divided  s  For  the  amend- 
||>nt52;  Agafaaat  it  2S.  The  Question 
^  ^«as  puti  that  the  said  Bill  do  pass, 
w  House  divided  airain :  For  the  Bill 
»;  Against  it  21.  The  following  lords 
^viM  against  the  Bill :  Camden,  Rich* 
*|OBd,  Devonshhe,  Portland,  Rockingham, 
f|**»by,  Al^gdon,  Manchester,  Courw 
>>tt7,Tankerviilei  Scarborough^  Cholmon- 


deley,  Abergavenny^  Wycombe,  Tonring* 
ton»  EflEbffham,  Fitzwilliam,  Craven,  Lein- 
ster,  Stanhope,  Archer. 

Protest  against  nassing  ike  BiUfwr  re-- 
straining the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
New  Mghmd  Colonies,'}     The  following 
Protest  was  entered : 
^*  Dissentient, 

1st.  <*  Because  the  attempt  to  coerce  by; 
famine,  tlie  whole  body  of  the  inhabitants 
of  great  and  populous  provinces,  is  with* 
out  example  In  tne  history  of  this,  or  per- 
haps of  any  ciyilized  nation  ;  and  is  one 
of  those  unhappy  inventions,  to  which 
parliament  is  driven  by  the  difficultiea 
which  daily  multiply  upon  us,  from  an  ob* 
stinate  adherence  to  an  unwise  plan  of 
government.  We  do  not  know  exactly 
the  extent  of  the  combination  against  our 
oommerce  in  New  Ensland,  and  the  other 
colonies;  but  we  do  know  the  extent  of 
the  punishment  we  inflict  upon  it,  which 
is  universal,  and  includes  all  the  inhabit- 
ants: amongst  these,  noany  are  admitted 
to  be  innocent ;  and  several  are  alleged  by 
miniatera  to  be,  in  their  aense,  even  me- 
ntorioua.  That  government  which  at* 
tempta  to  preserve  its  authority  by  de- 
stroying the  trade  of  ito  aubjects,  and  by 
involving  the  innocent  and  guilty  in  a 
common  ruin,  if  it  acta  from  a  choice  of 
such  means,  confesses  itself  unworthy  ;  if 
from  inability  to  find  any  other,  admits 
itself  wholly  incompetent  to  the  ends  of 
its  institution. 

2d]y,  '<  Because  the  English  merchants 
are  punished  without  any  guilt,  real  or 
pretended,  on  their  part.  The  people  of 
the  proscribed  provinces,  though  failmg  in 
their  duty  to  government,  oo|;ht  to  be 
permitted  to  discharge  their  obligations  to 
commerce.  Without  their  fishery  this  is 
impossible.  The  merchants  of  England 
entertain  no  fears  for  their  debts,  except 
from  the  steps  which  are  said  to  be  taken 
in  their  favour.  Eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  English  property,  belonging  to 
London  alone,  is  not  to  bo  trifled  with,  or 
sacrificed  to  the  projects  of  those  who  have 
constantly  failed  in  every  expectation 
which  thiey  have  held  out  to  the  public, 
and  who  are  become  more  bigotted  to  mo- 
thods  of  vk>lence,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
perience of  their  inefficacy,  and  the  mia- 
chievoua  consequences  which  attend  them. 

9d)y,  «  Because  the  people  of  New 
England,  besides  the  natural  claim  of  man- 
kind to  the  gifts  of  Providence  on  their 
ow|i  coast,  are  specially  entitled'  to  the 
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fishery  by  their  charteray  which  htnt  never 
been  declared  forfeited.  These  charters, 
we  think,  (notwithstanding  the  contempt 
with  which  the  idea  of  public  faith  has 
been  treated,  ^  to  be  of  material  considera- 
tion. The  Bill  therefore  not  growing  out 
of  any  judicial  process,  seems  equdly  a 
violation  of  all  natural  and  all  civil  right. 

4thlyy  **  Because  we  conceive  that  the 
attempt  which  has  been  made  to  bribe  the 
nation  into  an  acquiescence  in  this  arbi- 
trary Act,  by  holding  out  to  them,  (by 
evifknce  at  the  bar),  the  spoils  of  the 
New  England  fishery,  worth,  upwards  of 
300,000/.  a  year,  to  be  a  scheme  full  of 
weakness  and  indecency ;  of  indecency, 
because  it  may  be  suspected  that  the 
desire  of  the  confiscation  has  created 
the  guilt ;  weak,  because  it  supposes  that 
whatever  is  taken  from  the  colonies,  is  of 
course  to  be  transferred  tp  ourselves.  We 
may  trc^nple  on  the  rules  of  justice';  but 
we  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things.  We 
cannot  convey  to  Great  Britain  the  advan- 
tages of  situation  which  New  Enehmdnos- 
sesses  for  the  fishery.  If  the  vuue  oi  the 
commodity  should  be  enhanced  at  the  fo- 
reign market  by  the  exclusion  of  so  larse 
a  part  of  the  supply,  it  may  either  greauy 
injure  the  sale  ot  the  commodity  itself  or 
put  the  consumers  on  new  articles  of  con- 
aumption,  or  new  methods  of  supply,  to 
the  just  ruin  of  those  who,  deluded  by 
avance,  have  chosen,  firom  the  vain  hope 
of  an  enhanced  market,  to  disturb  the  na- 
tural, settled,  and  beneficial  course  of 
traffic* 

5thly,  **  Because  we  do  not  apprehend 
that  the  topic  so  much  insisted  upon  by  a 
lord  high  in  office,  in  favour  of  this  pro- 
ject, namely,  the  cowardice  of  his  Majes- 
ty's American  subjects,  to  have  any  weight 
in  itself,  or  to  be  at  all  agreeable  to  the 
dignity  of  sentiment  which  ought  to  cha- 
racterise this  House.  We  do  not  tJiink  it 
true,  that  any  part  of  the  subjects  of  this 
empire  are  detective  in  bravery.  It  is  to 
the  last  degree  improper  to  act  upon  such 
a  supposition ;  as  it  most  highly  di^race 
our  arms  in  case  of  misfortune,  and  must 
take  away  all  honour  from  diem  in  oase  of 
success.  Nothing  can  tend  more  efec- 
tually  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  all  our 
coercive  measures,  than  to  let  the  people 
against  whom  they  are  intended  imow, 
thist  we  think  our  authority  founded  in 
their  baseness;  that  their  resistance  will 
give  them  some  credit,  even  in  our  own 
eyes;  and  that  we  attribute  their  obe- 
dience only  to   their  want  of  courage* 
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This  is  to  call  for  resistance,  and  to 
provoke  rebellion  by  the  most  power- 
ful of  all  motives,  mich  can  act  upon 
men  of  any  degree  of  spirit  and  aen- 
sibility. 

6tlily,  **  Because  the  interdict  firom 
fishing  and  commerce,  is  not  to  be  termi- 
nated by  any  oertam  and  definite  act  to  be 
done  by  the  party  interdicted,  but  its  da- 
ration  depends  solely  on  the  will  of  the 
governors  and  majority  of  the  coancil  in 
some  of  the  provinces ;  upon  their  loeie 
arbitrary  opinion  of  the  state  of  oommeree^ 
In  two  of  the  proscribed  provinces,  tbe  in- 
terdict is  made  to  depend  on  the  same  ar- 
bitrary will  in  much  worae  hands,  those  of 
mere  custom-house  offioeiB.  A  power  of 
such  magnitude  is  not  fit  to  be  oelegated 
to  any  man,  however  wise  or  however 
exalted. 

**  But  to  deliver  over  several  hundved 
thousands  of  our  fellow  ereatocea  to  be 
starved  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  persons 
in  certain  subordiiwte  situations,  moA  some 
of  them  in  an  office  always  more  or  less 
suspidousand  obnoxious,  and  neceasaiy 
to  be  watdied  and  guarded,  rather  Uun 
vested  with  absolute  power  over  all ;  and 
this  without  any  rule  to  guide  thdr  dis- 
cietion,  without  any  penalty  to  deter  from 
an  abuse  of  it ;  is  a  stram  of  Boch  ty- 
ranny, oppression,  and  absurdly,  aa  we 
bdieve  never  was  deliberately  entertainei 
by  any  grave  assembly. 

Lastly,  **  Because  the  Bill,  though  m 
appearance  a  measure  of  retaliation  only, 
upon  a  supposition  that  the  colonies  have 
been  the  first  a^^fressors  by  their  aaaoda- 
tion  not  to  import  goods  firom  Great  Bri- 
tain^ yet  is  in  truth  a  most  cruel  enforce^ 
ment  of  former  oppressions ;  and  that  «• 
sociation  is  no  more  than  a  natural  oonse* 
quence  of  antecedent  and  repeated  injnne^ 
And  since  the  restraint  of  this  Bill  isnotts 
be  taken  off  till  the  several  colonies  shaft 
agree  to  receive  amn  all  goods  whatso* 
ever  firom  Great  Britain,  and  to  pay  aB 
the  duties  imposed  by  parliament,  not  ez« 
cepting  those  upon  tea;  and  since  three  of 
them  must  apply  through  the  medium  of 
the  new  council  of  Massachuaet's  Bay, 
and  the  last  mentioned  provmce  is  obliged 
not  only  to  acknowledge  the  new  charter, 
but  submit  in  all  respects  to  the  severe 
conditions  of  the  Port  BiU,  before  they 
can  be  released  firom  their  harddi^; 
since  these  are  the  terms,  and  the  only 
terms,  upon  which  this  proscription  is  to 
cease,  and  the  colonies  must  therelbre 
submit  to  be  the  slaves  instead  of  the  sub* 
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jacU  of  GfMC  Britain;  this  BOl  in    ito 
priodpie  is  both    arbitreTy   and  unjust. 
And  as  we  do  not  eonceive  any  ground  of 
eipectttkm  that  thepronnoes  will  yield 
lo  luch  hard  conditions,  a  civil  war,  which 
nqr  probably  end  in  the  total  separation 
of  the  colonies  from  the  mother  country, 
wfll  too  naturally  be  the  consequence  of 
this  BiU;  in  respect  of  which,  as  well  as 
kt  the  other  reasons  hereby  assigned,  we 
do  most  solemnly   and   heartily  protest 
apioit  the  same.    ^S^e)rf^-—r- Abing- 
don, Craven,  Al^rgavenny,  Stan- 
hope,  Leinster,  Wycombe,  Rich- 
mond,    Devonshire,    Torrinffton, 
Rockini^bam,  Camden,  Effingham, 
Ponsonby,    Cholmondeley,    Fitz- 
william,  Mandiestw." 

Mr,  Gkna^9  Speech  a$  the  Bar  of  the 
Hmeo/Commans  in  hehaifofthe  West 
India  Merchante  and  Planters.^  March 
16.  The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  (consider 
fcrtber  of  the  Petition  of  the  merchants, 
tadeii,and  others,  of  the  city  of  London, 
eoDcerned  in  the  commerce  of  North 
America,  and  of  the  several  other  Peti- 
tions referred  to  the  consideratipn  of  the 
lu'd  Conunittee.  Evidence  was  heard  m 
ttppori  of  the  Petition  of  the  West  India 
Amtera,  {See  p*  219.)  Mr.  Glover  ap- 
peired  as  agent  for  the  petitioners,  and 
iDto^r  of  die  evidence  in  support  of  the 
^ioD.  After  Mr.  George  Walker,  and 
Hr.  John  EUis,  had  been  examined, 

Mr.  Gloi>er*  summed  up  the  evidence 
iQ  the  following  Speech  : 

I  begin  with  investigating  the  genelal 

2 em  of  the  British  empire,  not  only  in 
nption,  but  illustration  by  comparison. 
'Ajodent  nations  were  possessed  of  the 
*ideit  dominion,  not  with  commercial 
Up^  To  be  brief,  I  shall  confine  the 
coquirv  to  one,  to  the  Romans  in  their 
I0n  or  purity*  Cultivation  of  their  soU, 
<sde  manufacture  just  adequate  to  their 
^{ccesuties,  severity  of  manners,  supe- 
liority  in  martial  discipline,  enthusiasm  for 
^  very  name  of  Rome,  and  the  duiee  et 
^Komm  pro  patria  mori  made  them  mas- 
to  of  tne  world.  War  was  conducted 
^  little  expenoe,  and  the  weightiest 
>nst  in  the  most  skilful  hands  prevailed. 
Commerce  flourished  among  others,  whose 
^Aience  submitted  to  the  steel  of  Rome. 
What  b  the  system  now?    All  over 

*  The  celehrated  author  of  Leoaidas. 
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Europe  the  same  weapons,  the  same  disci- 
pline, the  same  military  arts  are  in  prac- 
tice; war  is  attended  with  a  profusion  of 
expence;  and  the  deepest  purse  is  the 
best  assurance  of  success.  Hence  the 
encouragement  of  manufacture  and  trade 
is  the  pursuit  of  every  nation  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  except  two ;  who  derive 
the  treasure,  which  £urope  wants,  from 
distant  mines,  with  a  facility,  enervating 
their  own  industry,  while  the  rest  are 
exerting  theirs,  eadi  for  a  share  in  that 
wealth,  which  the  other  two  introduce, 
and  can  only  be  obtained  through  the 
commercial  channel.  By  this,  Holland, ' 
with  a  territory  insufficient  to  nourish  her 
inhabitants,  hath  in  her  day  stood  forth  a 
bulwark  a^^ainst  tyranny  and  superstition. 
An  artificial  strength,  created  by  com- 
merce, enabled  her  to  make  head,  with 
numerous  fleets  and  armies,  against  powers 
immenselv  her  superiors  in  natural  force. 
Above  all  in  commercial  arts  and  advau" 

a;e  is  Great  Britain.  Her  purse,  kept 
1  by  her  credit,  the  resource  of  a  trad- 
ing nation,  an  annual  expenditure  at  least 
of  16  to  18  millions  recently  supported  so 
lonff,  so  extensive,  tod  so  vigorous  a  war. 
Had  her  purse  been  scanty,  she  never 
would  have  seen  a  navy,  which  bore  little 
short  of  90,000  men,  could  never  have 
engaged  a  potent  ally,  nor  furnished  such 
troops,  as  acted  so  efficiently,  and  at  the 
same  time  in  such  difierent  parts  of  the 
globe.  Hence  it  is  evident  her  system  is 
commercial;  her  strength  and  resources 
are  wholly  derived  from  trade.  I  allow, 
the  first  interest  in  rank  among  us  is  the 
landed,  but  interwoven  altogether  with 
trade.  Pay  no  regard  to  a  doctrine  from 
me,  but  pay  all  to  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  clearest  luminary  this  country  ever 
produced,  the  great  Mr.  Locke.  His 
words  are  th^,  <*  The  decays  that  come 
upon,  and  bring  to  ruin  any  country,  do 
constantly  first  fall  upon  the  land;  and 
though  the  country  gentleman  is  not  very 
forward  to  think  so,  yet  this  neverUieless 
is  an  undoubted  truth,  that  be  is  more 
concerned  in  trade,  and  ought  to  take  a 
greater  care  that  it  be  well  managed  and 
preserved,'  than  even  the  merchant  him- 
self.'' 

On  the  firm  ground  of  such  authority 
let  enquiry  be  made,  whether  we  should 
not  remain  content  with  the  lot  assigned 
us,  which  hath  raised  us  so  high  among 
the  modem  nations,  where  all  are  in  rivalry 
for  manufacture  and  trade;  whether  we 
should  degrade  our  refinements  by  a  pa- 
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rallel  with  an  uapolisRed  and  rug^  race 
df  old)  aDd  contaminate  the  ddhcacy  of 
modern  sensations  with  those  primitive 
and  stem  principles,  which  iropoaed  soch 
a  yoke  on  mankind  as  the  *  majestas  populi 
Romani :'  or  whether,  confinmg  our  spe- 
culations to  the  placid  sphere  of  enjoy- 
ments with  more  quiet,  and  less  hanud, 
than  the  restless  pursuits  of  their  ambition, 
we  should  not  have  in  contemplation  upon 
all  eztraordinarF  convulsions,  how  far  the 
means  of  those  enjoyments  maybe  affected, 
that  influx  of  wealth,  the  creature  of  com- 
merce, which  solely  constitutes  our  envied 
power  and  rank  in  the  present  world. 

To  elucidate  by  facts  a  system  so  essen- 
tial to  our  being,  your  petitioners  have 
appeared  at  this  tremendous  crisis ;  when 
Great  Britain  and  America,  the  parent 
and  the  child,  with  equal  irritation  are 
menacing  at  least,  what  barely  in  words, 
what  barely  in  thought,  is  horror-^to  un- 
sheathe the  sword  of  parricide,  and  sever 
the  dearest  .ties  of  consanguinity,  of  mu- 
tual aids,  and  general  prosperity. 

Your  petitioners  preferred  but  one  sup- 
plication to  the  All-merciful  Being ;  their 
own  reason*  suggested  no  other,  than  to 
be  heard  by  you.  He  hath  inclined  you 
to  hear,  truth  enables  us  to  speak.  Truth 
in  its  nature  is  healioff,  and  productive  of 
reflection :  reflection  leads  to  composure 
of  mind,  and  strengthens  in  our  breasts  a 
hope,  that  an  hour  may  come,  when  this 
humble  application  may  not  be  found  al- 
together inefectual:  if  too,  for  that  auspi- 
cious purpose,  it  may  prove  my  good  for- 
tune so  to  collect  and  combine  the  various 
evidence  from  your  bar,  and  from  the 
copied  records  of  o£Bce  upon  your  table, 
as  to  establish  a  system  of  the  whole,  and 
found  that  whole  imon  truth ;  whose  effi- 
cacy upon  the  mina  I  have  described  be- 
fore, and  with  some  fervour  of  hope  anti- 
cipate now. 

Here,  Sir,  I  entreat  your  acceptance  of 
a  doe  through  the  seeming  labyrinth  of 
accounts.  The  ways  indeed  are  all  un- 
adorned, but  the  least  perplexed  of  any 
to  a  little  attention;  and  to  make  them 
short  shall  be  mine. 

Yon  have  before  you  official  accounts  of 
the  exports  from  England  to  the  West 
Indies,  from  Christmas  1799  to  Christmas 
177S.  Of  these  S4  years,  the  first  17, 
ending  at  Christmas,  1756,  form  a  period, 
which  closes  in  the  first  year  of  the  last 
war;  the  whole  value  exceeds  12  millions, 
and  gives  an  annual  medium  of  more  than 
7(X),00(K.     The  last  period  of  17  years 


end  at  Christmas  177S,  and  renders  { 
total  of  more  than  19  millions,  and  men 
than  1,100,00(M.  at  the  Ainoai  medioa 
I  only  observe  in  this  place,  that  the  is 
crease  of  the  latter  upon  the  former  ii  ii 
the  proportion  of  eleven  to  seven ;  sads 
the  value  in  both  two^thirds  are  BritU 
goods,  aod  one-third  only  foreign. 

A  second  set  of  accounts  contain  tin 
exports  to  North  America.  The  first  11 
years^  yield  more  than  17  mUMoas  io  tlM 
whole,  and  than  one  million  at  Uie  wm 
medium.  The  last  period  renders  nKm 
than  40  millions  in  the  whole,  aod  Isig^ 
more  than  2,300,000/.  at  the  annusl  me- 
dium ;  an  increase  upon  the  former  u 
a  proportion  of  28  to  10,  with  a  .value  in 
both  of  three-fourths  British  goods  to  oofr 
fourth  foreign. 

The  third  account  relates  to  Afiici, 
whose  commerce  with  England  oiveiili 
existence  to  her  cirionies.  The  fiiit  17 
years  reach  neariy  to  three  mfllioDi,  lal 
to  an  annual  memom  something  short  «l 
180,000^  the  last  17  years  neariy  to  eigk 
millions,  and  an  annuu  medium  of  47M0QI 
an  increase  upon  the  first  in  a  proportia 
of  47  to  18,  widi  a  value  in  each  of  t»0' 
thirds  British  goods  to  one-third  fbrdpi 

On  this  augmentation  of  exports  to  700 
colonies,  irrefragable  proof  is  ivwJk 
that  through  whatever  channels  ridMij 
have  flowed  among  them,  that  influx  \A 
made  a  passage  from  them  to  the  oiodMi 
country,  and  in  the  most  wholesome  niodsi 
not  like  the  dash  of  an  oriental  toncs^ 
but  in  salubrious,  various,  placid,  aodp 
pious  streams,  refresliing  and  augmeD^f 
sober  industry  by  additional  employniai 
to  thousands,  and  ten  thousands  of  W* 
lies,  and  li^itening  the  burthen  upoa  i<M 
by  reducing  the  contribution  ot  pa 
to  poverty  unemployed. 

But  this  requires  a  further  expl 
The  date  of  the  last  period  is  the 
mencement  of  the  last  war*    The  ex| 
diture  of  public  money  was  one  souroej 
wealth  to  the  West  Indies.    Thst 
rary  acquisition  being  soon  exhausted,! 
its  return  to  England,  sufficient  sonis' 
procured  upon  credit  afrer  the  pe>^^ 
cultivate  new  land  and  improve  ths 
still  further  enlarging  the  coosumptumj 
our  commodities  Uiere  and  in  Africa, 
from  the  year  of  the  peace  to  Cbni 
1773,  the  import  of  suglar  only  to  ** 
who,  without  her  West  Indies,  na^ 
chase  that  immense  article  from  fo 
hath  risen  from  130,000  to  170,000 
h^s,  an  augmentation  in  yaloe  of  80(^^ 
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The  public  expenditure,  being  much 
laiger  in  North  America,  produced  a  pro- 
portionate efiect  on  the  consumption  of 
our  manufacturee  through  that  continent. 
Thii  money  returned  from  its  peregrina- 
lioQ  to  the  mother  country  by  17^,  or 
1765  at  the  furthest.  But,  as  the  West 
Indies  had  a  succedaneum,  so  had  North 
America  through  a  new  opening  of  trade, 
which  converted  the  misfortune  of  Eng- 
land into  a  blessing.  Though  I  am  con- 
viooed,  that  the  same  number  of  hands  at 
leist  18  devoted  to  agriculture  here,  and 
that  the  earth  at  a  medium  of  years  hath 
ridded  the  same  increase ;  as  we  have 
been  disposed  to  consume  it  all  among 
ooneWes,  or  as  our  presumption  may  im- 
pute the  scarcity  to  Providence  restrain- 
ing the  fertility  of  our  soil  for  ten  years 
past,  in  either  case  we  could  not  spare,  as 
heretofore,  our  grain  to  t)ie  foreigner ;  a 
reduction  in  our  exports  one  year  with  an- 
other of  more  than  600,00(V.  The  Ame- 
lican  subject  took  place  of  the  British  in 
markets  we  could  no  longer  supply,  ex- 
tended their  vent  from  season  to  season, 
tnd  from  port  to  port,  and  by  a  circuition 
of  fresh  money,  thus  acquired  by  them- 
lelTes,  added  fresh  numbers  to  your  ma- 
Dufactures,  the  rents  of  land  increasing 

.  at  the  same  time»  till  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports to  North  America  for  the  last  three 
years,  ending  at  Christmas  1773,  stand 
vpoD  your  papers  at  10  millions  and  a 
half,  or  S  millions  and  a  half  at  the  annual 
medium;  add  1,300,000/.  the  medium  of 
the  nune  three  years  /or  the  West  Indies, 
and  700,0(M.  for  Africa,  and  the  total 
^ue  of  exports  to  the  colonies,  nearly  in 
•  proportion  of  three  fourths  British  to 

\  one  fourth  foreign  goods,  is  5  millions  and 
>  half  at  the  medium  of  these  three  years, 
^ng  at  Christmas,  1773.  A  slight 
Btttter  this  to  the  great  question  before 
yoa,  says  the  general  voice  without  doors, 

[  iDd  readily  admitted  without  the  cere- 
mooy  of  proof.  ^   This  1  mention  by  way  of 

I  pe{mration  to  introduce  the  most  material 
account  of  all ;  which  will  demonstrate, 

[^  the  magnitude  of  5  millions  and  a 

I  ^1  exported  in  the  colony  branches,  the 
West  Indian,  Nortli  American,  and 
African,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  an  ob- 
W  80  Striking  in  itself,  as  in  comparison 
^  the  whole  export  of  England  to  all 
*untries  whatsoever.  The  annual  rae- 
ittm  for  twelve  years  back  stands  on 
^''CBe  napers  at  less  than  15  millions ;  but 
^  I  nave  limited  the  colony  branch  to 
^771,2  and  3, 1  shaU  take  the  general  ex- 
IVOUICVIII.] 
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ports  during  tliat  period,  which  renders  a 
medium  of  16  millions.  What  part  is  the 
colony  branch  I  Five  and  a  half  is  rather 
more  than  a  third.  Does  the  magnitude 
appear  in  a  stronger  light  by  the  compa- 
rison ?  Or  hath  it  been  admitted  ia  this 
view,  before  it  was  stated  ?  Be  it  so.  I 
have  something  behind,  perhaps  enough 
for  the  keenest  appetite  of  aamission  to 
digest.  « 

Sir,  one  part  of  our  exports  to  foreigners 
is  supplied  by  colony  produce,  tobacco^ 
rice,  sugar,  &c.  through  Great  Britain^ 
for  a  million  sterling  at  a  low  estimation. 
Add  2  millions  more,  exported  of  all  kinds 
from  England  to  her  principal  colony^ 
Ireland,  and  both  to  the  former  5  millions 
and  a  half;  your  whole  colony  branch  will 
then  exceed  the  half  of  your  whole  export 
in  the  proportion  of  eight  and  a  half  to 
sixteen. 

Thanks  to  the  care  and  forecast  of  our 
forefathers  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
since.  In  the  circle  of  ancient  trade^ 
narrow  in  comparison  with  the  modern, 
the  great  trading  states,  Carthage  pre- 
eminent  to  all,  suffered  but  little  from  ri« 
valship.  All  in  Europe  are  our  rivals,  all 
devoted  to  manufacture  and  traffic,  as 
capital  pursuits  of  policy :  while  we,  strug- 
gling with  such  competition,  have  in  some 
instances  already  experienced  its  hurtful 
effects,  and  roust  prepare  for  more ;  we 
had  always  one  consolation  left,  that  our 
colony  trade,  kept  to  ourselves  by  old  and 
salutary  regulations,  hath  been  augment- 
ing from  period  to  period,  till  at  present  it 
constitutes  more  than  half  of  the  whole, 
with  a  prospect  of  further  growth,  rather 
than  diminution,  unlesawe  create  our  own 
rivals. 

One  more  observation  remains,  of  all 
the  most  important,  so  far  as  safety  to  a 
state  is  a  consideration  above  all  others^ 
Of  this  trade,  the  part  which  depends  on 
the  associated  provinces,  contributes  in 
naval  stores,  in  other  low  priced  and 
bulky  commodities  more  to  the  British 
marine,  than  triple  the  present  exports  in 
commodities  of  such  higher  value,  and  if 
shipped  so  largely  in  foreign  bottoms  to 
the  foreign  market.  Such  was  your  situa- 
tion. 

Upon  the  present  question  I  will  not 
take  that  larger  half  before-mentioned  for 
my  ground.  I  will  deduct  the  2  millions 
to  Ireland,  and  the  odd  500,000/;  fur« 
nished  to  provinces  not  of  the  combina- 
tion, though  they  did  not  receive  more 
than  400,^XM.  in  value,  at  the  medium  of 
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these  three  last  years;  when  there  will 
remain  six  millions  out  of  the  eight  and  a 
half:  nay,  I  will  further  reduce  Uiesix  by 
nearly  700,000/«  to  remove  alt  suspicion 
of  ezatfgeratioDy  and  to  make  an  exact 
third  of  the  sixteen ;  and  which  is  the  part 
immediately  affected  by  the  association  in 
North  America. 

From  this  ground  see  what  is  put  in 
hazard;  not  merely  a. monied  pro6t,  but 
our  bulwark  of  defence,  our  power  in  of- 
fence, the  arts  and  industry  in  our  nation. 
Instead  of  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of 
&milies  in  comfort,  a  navigation  extensive 
and  enlarging,  the  value  and  rents  of  land 
yearly  rising,  wealth  abounding,  and  at 
nand  for  further  improvements,  see,  or 
foresee,  that  this  third  of  our  whole  com- 
merce, that  sole  basis  of  our  empire,  and 
this  third  ia  itself  the  best,  once  lost,  car- 
ries with  it  a  proportion  of  our  national 
faculties,  our  treasure,  our  public  revenue, 
and  the  value  of  land,  succeeded  in  its  fall 
by  a  multiplication  of  taxes  to  reinstate 
that  revenue,  an  increasing  burden  on 
every  decreasing  estate,  decreasing  by  the 
Induced  demand  of  its  produce  for  the 
support  of  manufacture  and  manufac- 
turers, and  menaced  with  a  heavier  cala- 
mity still,  the  dimtnutton  of  our  marine, 
of  our  sear&en,  of  oar  general  popula- 
tion, by  the  emigrations  of  useful  subjects, 
atrengthening  that  very  country  you  wish 
to  humble,  and  weakening  this  in  the  sight 
of  rival  powers,  who  wish  to  humble  us. 

Having  been  hitherto  merely  general, 
I  must  now  descend  to  a  detail,  but  of 
parts  so  large,  that  each  is  separately  big 
with  sufficient  evils  to  draw  the  utmost 
stretch  of  your  attention.  I  begin  with 
those  which  threaten  the  West  Indies. 

To  recapitulate  the  heads  of  that  ma- 
terial evidence,  delivered  by  Mr.  Walker 
and  Mr.  Ellis,  would  be  tedious  in  me, 
unnecessary  in  itself.  Leaving  it  there- 
fore to  its  own  powerful  impression,  I 
here  add  only,  in  a  general  mode  of  my 
own,  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
islands  above  four  hundred  thousand  are 
blacks ;  from  whose  labours  the  immense 
riches  there,  so  distinctly  proved  at  your 
bar,  are  derived,  with  such  immense  ad- 
vantage to  these  kingdoms.  How  far 
these  multitudes,  if  their  intercourse  with 
North  America  is  'stopped,  may  be  ex- 
posed to  famine,  you  have  lieard.  One 
half  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  islands, 
say  one  hundred  thousand  negroes,  in 
value  at  least  four  millions  sterling,  possi- 
bly^  it  grieves  me  to  say  probably,  may 


pcrislk     The  remuoder  maat  divert  to 
provisions  the  colture  of  the  produce  wo 
valuable   to  Great  Britain.     Hie   same 
nmst  be  the  practice  in  great  part  through- 
out Jamaica,  and  the  new  settled  acqaisi- 
tfons.    They  may  feel  a  distress  just  diort 
of  destructioo,  but  must  divert  for  sub- 
sistence so  much  Ubour  as,  in  proportioo, 
win  shorten  their  rich  product.    In  fiurt, 
why  should  thej  raise  the  latter,  if  lumber 
should  be  wanting  for  its  package  to  Great 
Britain  ?  How  vague,  how  uncertain,  bow 
nearly  impracticable  would  be  a  supply  of 
these  necessaries  through  any  new  chan- 
nel, I  need  not  repeat ;  but  shall  close  thb 
head  with  another  short  general  state;  in 
confirmation  of  Mr.  Walker's  most  accu- 
rate detail.    The  gross  amount  of  imports, 
at  an  annual  medium,  from  these  now  un- 
fortunate islands,  exceed  four  millions; 
190,000  casks  of  sugar  and  rum,  besides 
many  other  articles,  the  bulky  loading  for 
such  a  multitude  of  vessels,  more  than  au- 
thorise  my  assertion.    Of  these  annual 
four  millions,  the  exchequer  receives  its 
proportion,  the  navigator  and  merchant 
theirs ;  the  rest  centers  with  the  planter  r 
and  how  distributed  by  him  ?  In  the  pur- 
chase of  1,SOO,000/.  in  our  exports  direct, 
and  the  largest  part  of  700,000/.  more  in 
circuition  through  Africa  for  a  constant 
supply  of  negroes.    What  is  left,  consi- 
derable as  it  may  be  among  residents  here, 
is  afpplied  to  home  consumption  ;  not  wilh 
a  sparing  hand,  and  to  investments,  up- 
holding the  price  of  land  and  the  credit  of 
public  funds.     At  the  same  time  they  are 
furnishing  commodflies  to  us  of  such  ne- 
cessary use,  which  else  must  be  paid  for 
to  foreigners,  and  with  a  supcrrlluity  for 
foreign   consumption    likewise;    I    avoid 
comparison,  but  judge  from  this  state  how 
valuable  a  subject  is  the  planter.     AB 
these  benefits,    the  healthy  progeny  tf 
actjve  trade,  all  or  part  must  sleep  as  in  a 
grave,  during  a  total  or  partial  stagnation. 
UpOn  the  North  American  imports  I 
Shan  only  remark,  that  the  most  conside- 
rable part  of  their  bulky  productions  is 
bought  by  the  foreigner,  andfof  the  amount 
consumed  in  Great  Britain,  the  exchequer 
hath  a  capital  share.     Nor  will  I  take 
North  America  for  a  companion  in  rscj 
present  melancholy  walk,  because  she  may 
prove  the  only  gainer,  and  as  the  com- 
munity become  more  sound  and  healthy, 
while  every  other  member  of  the  empiie 
lies  bleeding.    Bin  my  heart  bleeds  wneo, 
renewing  my  gloomy  progress,  I  turn  a 
view  towards  one  kingdom,  a  great  maih 
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ber,  which  may  unhappily  be  distiogukhed 
above  all  fioierers  in  the  pre»ent  conjunc- 
ture; I  mean  the  kingdom  of  Scotland: 
and  among  niy  honourable  hearers^  they 
whose  particular  attention  I  may  now  en- 
gage, have  no  cause  to  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  my  feelings.  I  have  taken  equal  pains 
with  the  accounts  of  exports  from  that 
kii^om^as  from  this.  The  papers  I  could 
coOect  began  at  Christmas  1748,  and  end 
at  Christmas  177^9  with  two  years  want- 
iag;  a  circumstance,  however^  which  will 
not  in  the  least  impede  me  in  illustrating 
tlie  progress  and  improvement  of  the  North 
British  trade.  A  first  period  shews  an 
aonoal  medium  of  about  500,000/.  In  a 
lecood  it  rises  to  860,000/.  In  a  third 
to  1,150,000/.  And  in  the  last  for  1770, 
1771,  and  1772,  to  1,700,000/.  of  which 
aboot  400,000/.  is  colony  export,  exclu- 
sive of  Irdand,  and  the  far  greater  part 
to  the  tobacco  provinces,  where  many  of 
m^  most  worthy  friends  have  a  property 
Ijmg  much  larger  than  I  chuse  to  conjee- 
tare.  To  this  I  add  a  known  export  of 
liaea  exceeding  200,000/.  supplied  to 
England  for  American  use.  Tne  whole 
mjf  be  little  short  of  700,000/.  but  calling 
itsm:,  lask,  if  Scotland  can  well  endure 
aitagnation  of  such  a  value  for  twelve 
months  to  come?. Whether  their  export 
to  Ireland  of  3  to  400,000/.  will  be  af- 
fected ;  and  how  far  emigration,  of  late  so 
prevalent,  may  be  extended  by  the  pres- 
sure of  a  new  calamity,  I  will  not  forbode. 
Sir,  I  feel — Sir,  those  feelings  forbid  me 
to  expatiate  further — I  chuse  to  drop  the 
mbject— observing  only,  that  the  colony 
export  from  Scotland  is  to  their  whole 
nach  in  the  same  pr<^ortion  with  ours ; 
1  wU  now  pass  over  to  Ireland. 

That  kingdom  takes  from  England  and 
Scodand  little  short  of  2,400,000/.  an- 
noaily  in  gooda.  How  doth  she  pay  for 
tbem?  A  large  part  in  linen  and  yam, 
the  remainder  in  cash,  acquired  by  her 
foreign  traffic.  In  the  printed  report  to 
this  House,  from  their  linen  committee, 
it  appears,  that  in  1771  the  linen  made 
snd  brought  to  market  for  aale  in  that 
Iciogdom,  for  its  own  use  and  ours, 
amoonted  to  2,150,000/.  and  the  yam  ex- 
ported to  about  200,000/.  This  immense 
vsiue,  the  employment  of  such  numbers, 
bath  its  source  in  North  America.  The 
^•seed  from  thence,  not  worth  40,000/. 
a  trifle  to  that  continent,  forms  the  basis 
of  Ireland,  and  reverts  largely  in  manufac- 
tore  from.her  to  the  original  seat  of  growth. 
^  ^^Jf  what  is  the  cry  of  my  magnani- 


mous countrymen  without  doors?  Dig- 
nity !  Supremacy !  The  evil  hour  is  ad- 
vancing, not  yet  come ;  no  sooner  come, 
than  felt :  it  may  produce  a  discovery  too 
late,  that  high-sounding  words  imply  no 
food  to  the  hungry,  no  raiment  to  the 
naked ;  and  these  throughout  our  empire 
may  amount  to  millions  in  number.^^But 
new  channels  of  supply  shall  be  found ; 
our  potency  can  surmount  all  difficulties. 
It  is  full  time  to  begin  the  essay  in  Ireland, 
lest,  during  the  experiment,  emigration  so 
constant  there,  should  change  to  depopu- 
lation in  the  Prptestant  quarters. 

I  now  return  to  England,  not  a  mem- 
ber, but  tlie  head.  Her  sorrows  I  will 
leave  to  the  contemplation  of  that  superior 
class,  which  must  be  the  ultimate  and  per- 
manent sufferer.  The  sage  Mr.  Locke 
would  tell  the  country  gentleman,  that  his 
visible  property  must  replace  the  loss  of 
public  revenue;  that  he  must  provide  for 
a  nation  of  hungry  and  naked,  or  sink 
into  utter  debility  and  despondency ;  when 
the  sun  rises  no  more  on  this  once  flourish- 
ing island,  but  to  see  the  desertion  of  in- 
habitants, and  a  wretched  remnant  wan- 
dering unclad  and  unfed  in  lamentation 
over  a  wilderness. 

I  have  mentioned  the  revenue,  and  shall 
now  be  very  concise  upon  that  head :  de- 
ducting bounties  and  arawbacks,  the  neat 
receipts  at  the  exchequer  from  duties  and 
excise  on  West  India  productions  I  ven- 
ture to  aet  at  more  than  700,000/.  and 
another  receipt  in  the  North  American 
branch,  at  just  so  much  as  with  the  for- 
mer, may  render  a  total  of  one  million. 
To  that  amount  the  public  revenue  is  im- 
mediately concerned.  Consequential  loss, 
for  instance,  in  the  great  article  of  tea, 
for  want  of  the  usual  supply  of  sugar,  olr 
in  any  4>ther  articles,  I  do  not  dwell  upon 
here,  but  leave  to  reflection. 

Thus  far.  Sir,  I  hope  that  I  have  proved 
what  was  your  situation,  happy  in  receiv- 
ing from  your  colonies  all  the  possiUe  ad- 
vantage attainable  in  the  nature  of  things. 
Could  our  forefathers,  the  authors  of  such 
a  system,  which,  exclusive  of  foreign  pro- 
fit, could  bring  the  numerous  subjects  of 
the  same  state  in  such  dispersed  habita- 
tions over  the  earth,  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  miles  asunder,  to  a  concurrence 
in  the  extirpation  of  idleness,  in  promoting 
the  comfort,  and  calling  forth  the  facul- 
ties of  each  other : — Could  those  venerable 
founders  of  a  structure  so  stupendously 
great  arise,  and  seeing  it  brougnt  to  such 
perfection  by  time  and  experience,  yet 
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find  ic  wkhin  the  last  ten  yean  so  roughly 
handled  in  a  conflict  with  finance,  what 
looks  would  they  cast  on  their  blinded  pos- 
terity, almost  the  whole  British  people, 
who,  on  every  start  of  pecuniary  contribu- 
tion from  America,  have,  under  three  ad- 
ministrations, been  open-mouthed,  and 
are  still  for  American  taxation  ?  Let  the 
three  administrations  have  all  the  justifica- 
tion of  *  defendit  numerus,  junctsque  um- 
*  bone  phalagens.'  But  1,  an  unconnect- 
ed roan,  firnily  pronounce,  that  the  con- 
senting voice  of  all  mankind  cannot  make 
two  and  two,  more  pr  less  than  four ;  that 
the  Vox  Fopuli  is  not  always  the  Vox  Dei^ 
and  among  us,  upon  the  present  subject, 
resembles  the  popular  cry  in  old  Jerusalem  \ 
of,  Crucify !  Crucify !  I 

Yet,  Sir,  I  likewise  sincerely  wish  that 
the  gloomy  aspect  1  have  given  to  our  fu- 
ture situation  may  be  all  nugatory,  all 
xnis-representation  unintended,  but  not 
therefore  less  the  result  of  error  and  blind- 
ness. Hitherto  I  have  looked  on  one  side 
of  the  ouestion  only ;  permit  me  now  to 
contemplate  the  other. 

it  is  the  general  acceptation,  that  the 
associated  provinces  submit,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  measures  taken.  The  mea- 
sures I  allude  to  are  public  facts;  and, 
with  some  relief  to  my  own  dejection,  I 
apply  them  to  introduce  another  fact  in- 
Gontestible  and  brilliant,  whereon  1  gladly 
dwell  for  a  while :  it  is  a  subject  of  praise, 
requiring  but  few  words,  because  it  is 
true.  I  have  named  the  Romans ;  we 
have  among  us  a  select  body,  whom  1 
compare  with  them,  as  their  equals  at  any 
the  most  distinguished  epoch  of  their  mar- 
tial science  and  prowess.  I  will  not  ha- 
zard a  panegyric.  The  grateful  sensa- 
tions of  all  our  memories  retain  the  illus- 
trious and  recent  achievements  of  the 
British  military  by  land  and  sea,  with  a 
-warmth  which  would  render  the  most  ela- 
borate encomium  spiritless  and  cold.  But 
themselves,  lettered  gentlemen  of  Eng- 
land, and  versed  in  hut ory,  will  allow,  that 
the  peculiar  superiority  derived  from  dis- 
ciplme,  possessed  by  them  in  its  highest 
excellence,  is  but  the  effect  of  human  art; 
that  there  are  left  at  large  in  human  na- 
ture certain  sparks,  whose  occasional  con- 
currence produces  operations  not  to  be 
circumscribed  or'  controuled  by  art  or 
power,  and  bath  caused  such  wonderful 
vicissitudes,  recorded  in  times  past,  but, 
I  hope,  will  make  no  part  of  our  fiiture  an- 
nals :  I  allude  to  that  violent  agitation  of 
the  soul,  enthusiasm.    Such  vicissitudes, 


not  to  be  shunned  by  art  or  power,  merit 
the  most  attention  when  most  is  set  upon 
a  cast. 

Many  without  doors  have  treated  the 
existence  of  this  uncontrolable  spirit  as 
imaginary.  I  did  not  reason  with  those 
who  either  feel  no  enthusiasm  for  any 
thing  serious,  or  retain  just  so  much  as 
may  be  requisite  in  the  eager  pursuit  of 
diversions,  pleasures  or  profit.  1  wouki 
have  accompanied  others  more  speculative 
through  their  several  gradations  of  hope, 
still  disappointed,  and  still  reviving,  hut 
for  one  observation,  which  I  have  gene- 
rally kept  concealed,  but  will  soon  reveal 
to  you.  But  for  this  observation  1  mieht 
have  concurred  with  the  public  belief,  that 
the  capital  of  a  province,  now  dedared  ia 
rebellion,  would  have  submitted  on  the 
landing  of  a  few  regiments ;  this  failing, 
that  other  provinces,  from  ancient  jealou^ 
and  disgust,  would  not  have  interfered, 
rather  sought  their  own  advantage  out  of 
that  town's  distress ;  this  failing,  that  the? 
^ever  would  have  proceeded  to  the  length 
of  constituting  a  certain  inauspicious  as- 
sembly among  themselves;  this  failing, 
that  the  members  of  such  assembly  would 
have  disagreed,  and  not  framed  a  un^ 
resolution.  This  last  hope  having  proved 
abortive,  a  new  one  is  popularly  aaopted, 
that  the  first  mtelligence  of  enforcing  mea* 
sures,  at  least  the  bare  commencement  of 
their  execution,  will  tame  the  roost  refrac- 
tory spirits.  1  will  here  state  the  grounds 
of  Uiis,  and  all  the  preceding  hopes ;  after- 
wards, with  your  indulgence,  the  ground 
of  my  original  and  continued  doubts. 

Our  trading  nation  naturally  assumed, 
that  the  present  contention  would  be  with 
traders  in  America.  The  stock  of  a  tra- 
der, whether  his  own,  or  in  part,  and  often 
the  greatest  part  a  property  of  others,  con- 
fided in  him,  is  personal,  lodged  in  a  ma- 
gazine, and  exposed  in  seasons  of  commo- 
tion to  instantaneous  devastation.  The 
circumstance  of  such  property,  the  conside- 
rations suggested  by  common  prudence, 
by  the  sense  of  common  justice  to  those 
who  have  given  a  generous  credit,  rarelr 
make  room  for  that  intrepidity  which 
meets  force  with  force.  Hence  I  admit, 
that  the  mere  trafficers  would  have  submhted 
at  first,  and  will  now,  whenever  they  dare. 
The  reason  why  they  have  not  dared,  is 
the  foundation  of  my  doubts. 

I  am  speaking  to  an  enlightened  assem- 
bly, and  conversant  with  their  own  an- 
nals. In  those  ages,  the  reverse  of  com- 
mercial^ when  your  ancestors  filled  tht 
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links  of  mea  at  amasy  and  composed  the 
onralry  of  England,  of  whom  did  the  in- 
fiutry  consist  ?  A  race  unknown  to  other 
kiogdoms,  and  in  the  present  opulence  of 
tnffic  almost  extinct  in  this,  th6  yeoman- 
ij  of  England;  an  order  of  men  possess- 
ing paternal  infaeritance,  cultivated  under 
their  own  care  enough  to  preserve  inde- 
fcodenoe,  and  cheridii  the  generous  senti- 
aKDtfl  attendant  on  that  condition,  with- 
sot  superfluity  for  idleness  or  effeminate 
indulgence.  Of  such  doth  North  Amcri- 
C8  consist.  The  race  is  revived  there  in 
gretter  numbers,  and  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants ;  and 
in  inch  the  power  of  that  continent  re- 
sides.  These  keep  the  trafficers  in  awe. 
These,  many  hunclred  thousands  in  multi- 
tude, with  enthusiasm  in  their  hearts,  with 
the  Petition,  tlie  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the 
Acts  of  Settlement,  silent  and  obsolete  in 
ame  places,  but  vociferous  and  fresh,  as 
neirly  bom  among  them ;  these,  hot  with 


shew,  that  necessity,  in  coniunction  with 
enthusiasm,  may  produce  a  directly  oppo- 
site effect.  I  throw  but  a  transient  glance 
on  the  extraordinary  stock  of  goods  laid 
in  by  the  colonists  last  year,  though  said 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
two.  The  arguments  I  shaU  use  cany 
their  own  evidence  with  them.  Let  the 
population  in  the  associated  provinces  be 
S  millions,  as  delivered  into  the  congress, 
or  be  reduced  to  two  and  a  half,  white  and 
black.  At  a  moderate  computation  per 
head,  the  quantity  of  goods,  including  all 
uses  besides  apparel,  is  not  adequate  to 
half  their  consumption,  which  I  stated  be- 
fore to  the  amount  of  3  millions  sterling, 
without  separating  some  considerable  ar- 
ticles for  the  month.  This  annual  snpplj 
they  never  did  annually  pay  for,  but 
always  remained  under  a  neavy  debt  to 
the  mother  country ;  a  capital  advantage 
to  her,  as  shall  be  explained  in  its  place. 
How  is  the  other  half  of  their  consump- 


the  bk)od  of  their  progenitors,  the  enthu-  j  tion,    unsupplied  from    hence,  provided 


Btttic  scourges  at  one  period,  and  the  re 
mlational  expellera  of  tyranny  at  another ; 
tee,  unpractised  in  frivolous  dissipatioii 
snd  nuoous  profusion,  standing  armed  on 
^Ae  spot,  delivered  down  from  their  fathers, 
a  property  not  moveable,  nor  exposed  to 
total  destruction,  therefore  maintainable, 
and  exciting  all  the  spirit  and  vigour  of 
defence :  these,  under  such  circumstances 
of  number,  animation  and  manners,  their 
lawyers  and  clergy  blowing  the  trumpet, 
are  we  to  encounter  with  a  handful  of  men, 
int  S,000  miles  over  the  ocean  to  seek 
nch  adversaries  on  their  own  paternal 
groond.*   But  these  will  not  fight,  says  the 

fsneral  voice  of  Great  Britain.     Agreed, 
desire  to  meet  ray  antagonists  in  argu- 
Bient  upon  no  better  ground. 

That  exports  to  the  associated  provinces 
^t  ceased  for  months,  is  a  fact.  May 
not  their  non- importation  agreement  singly 
k  a  weapon  sufficiently  enectuid  in  their 
l^Dds,  without  striking  a  blow  ?  Why 
<^e  without  occasion  ? 
^  To  overset  this  suggestion,  an  assertion 
it  brought,  that  necessity  will  break  the 
combination.    I  take  thb  fresh  ground  to 

*  The  followioff  remark  might  have  been 
trite  to  the  hon.  bearer,  but  may  not  occur  to 
every  coididoq  reader.  That  if  there  are  any 
>ee^  of  talents  and  genius  in  a  country,  they 
>n  drawn  into  action  and  vigour  by  poblic  fer- 
jaeota  and  troubles ;  but  might  have  remained 
ja  tinea  of  tranqoiHity  for  ever  useless  and  un- 
aoown,  perhaps  at  the  plough,  uoder  a  shed, 
er  tmongst  the  lowest  class  of  meebanics. 
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with  the  several  articles  for  clothing  and 
other  necessaries?  What  is  introduced 
through  illicit  trade  v^ith  the  foreigner 
must  be  paid  for  in  ready  money,  and  is 
chiefly  for  the  rich  and  the  few.  How  is 
the  multitude  supplied,  dispersed '  over 
that  vast  continent,  and  at  considerable 
distances  from  the  sea  ?  Sir,  by  the  same 
means,  and  necessarily  so,  as  are  prac- 
tised in  most  counties  of  these  kingdoms. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  manufacture ;  one 
active  and  systematic,  collected  under  a 
superintendance;  and  brought  to  the 
markets  of  sale.  The  othdr  is  sedentary 
and  domestic,  obscure,  but  large;  could 
the  small  and  scattered  parcels  be  gathered 
up  for  computation^  as  may  be  made  of 
the  former,  from  the  records  of  public 
marts.  The  latter  lies  among  the  wives 
and  children  of  rural,  of  rustic  families ;  is 
applied  to  domestic  use,  and  rarely  sees  a 
market  for  sale.  In  the  same  mode  the 
American  yeomanry  are  furnished  among 
themselves.  The  domestic  manufacture 
must,  in  course,  be  large  for  the  use  of 
such  numbers ;  the  active  for  sale  is  far 
from  maturity  among  them:  but  neces- 
sity, urged  against  them,  may  extend  the 
arts  and  materials,  already  indubitably 
possessed ;  and  enthusiasm  may  stamp  on 
their  home-spun  all  the  value,  dl  the  pride 
of  ornament. 

Sir,  I  foresee  these  differences  with 
America  will  be  composed,  and  how — 
Their  silence  becomes  me  best-^Itwill  be 
so  late,  that  Great  Britain  must  receive  a 
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wound,  which  no  time  can  heal— A  philo- 
sophical ,  sense  of  dignity  must  step  in 
under  the  shape  of  consohitionw 

This  reflection  I  wish  to  obviate,  and 
will  state  a  strong  question  from  the  other 
side.  Admitting,  if  I  please,  the  practi- 
cability of  the  colonist  supplying  his  wants 
with  his  own  homely  manufacture,  im* 
provable  too  by  time  and  experience ;  yet 
will  not  an  interruption  to  the  vent  of  his 
'  own  produce,  and  to  the  profits  of  his 
trade,  be  a  loss  of  such  magnitude,  as  may 
quickly,  and  with  an  intermediate  stagna- 
tion, too  short  for  us  sensibly  to  feel,  re- 
duce his  mind  to  a  state  of  humiliation  ? 
The  interruption,  I  allow,  will  be  a  loss  to 
individuals,  lai^e  to  some,  small  to  many, 
and  operate  in  degrees  proportionate  to 
situations  and  tempers*  The  trading  class 
foresee  it  already,  and  are  humbled  enough 
to  submit,  if  they  could.  Those  who  keep 
them  in  awe,  the  multitude  of  small,  but 
independent,  proprietors  of  land,  may  feel 
their  part  of  the  loss,  so  light,  as  not  to 
relax  the  restiff  spirit  which  they  have  ma* 
nifested  down  to  this  day;  and  may  be 
strengthened  by  a  truth  too  obvious,  that 
America,  as  a  public,  must  be  a  gainer  by 
such  interruption. 

She  always  hath  been,  and  is  now, 
largely  indebted  to  the  British  merchants ; 
a  proof,  that  the  ne^t  value  of  her  annual 
produce  and  remittances,  through  the  cir- 
cuitions  of  her  trade,  hath  ever  been  short 
of  her  purchases  here.  So  far  as  this  dif- 
ference reaches,  whether  small  or  large ; 
so  far  as  she  substitutes  more  of  her  own 
labour  in  the  stead  of  ours,  for  her  own 
wants ;  just  so  much  will  be,  on  a  general 
balance,  a  clear  profit  to  her  community, 
while  the  intercourse  with  ours  is  stopped, 
and  a  loss  to  Great  Britain  irrecoverable, 
so  far  as,  during  the  melancholy  interval, 
the  arts  of  manufacture  may  be  better  es- 
tablished, and^more  extended  in  (hat  con- 
tinent; but  if  extended  beyond  frugal 
uses,  the  yeomanry  there  will  sink  into 
futile  and  enervating  enjoyments,  the 
source  of  venality  and  discord ;  and  in 
their  turn,  verify  a  celebrated  axiom  In 
politics,  that  discontents,  murmurs,  pro- 
iusion,«and  outward  shew,  are  the  sure 
signs  of  a  state  in  decay. 

Sir,  you  liave  repeatedly  heard  before 
this  day  of  the  large  debt  from  the  colo- 
nists to  our  merchants  ;  an  uncontro- 
vertible truth,  to  the  permanent  amount 
of  millions.  Grieved  as  humanity  must 
be  at  any  occurrence  which  puts  such  a 
property  and  so  many  meritorious  subjects 
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in  peri],  or  even  under  a  temponiji 
anxiety,  yet  such  being  the  coune  of  that 
trade,  the  effect  of  a  voluntary  conduct 
public  policy  hath  cause  to  rejoice,  at  tin 
same  time  to  acknowledge  a  high,  tboo^ 
unsought  obligation  to  the  merchant,  wm^ 
by  this  practice,  holds  in  his  hand  tlw 
principal  bond  of  colony  dependence,  en* 
forces  the  Act  of  Navigation,  and  becomoi 
in  the  public  behalf  the  true  guardian  df 
that  half  divine  law,  the  work  w  poietiai 
tion  apd  wisdom,  equal  to  the  great  mas 
who  framed  it«  Illicit  traffic  ia  commas 
to  all  regions  and  governments;  dot  tobij 
avoided  m  any,  but  by  a  strict  care  not  loj 
lead  into  temptation.  Upon  the  whole,  n^ 
commercial  regulation  hath  been  more  ao^ 
curately  observed  than  the  Act  of  Na? igi^^ 
tion,  to  which  the  American  congreas  m^ 
intelligibly  submits,  and  which,  in  thel^ 
deprivation  of  capital  privilege  and  libefe 
ties,  enjoyed  by  tneir  fellow  subjects  hen^ 
comprehends  their  contribution  for  pra^ 
tection;  an  Act,  which  hath  genenlll^ 
been  well  obeyed  by  them»  and  the  fatt\ 
chant  at  home  hath  made  it  their  iota- 
rest.  A  foreign  correspondent  might  att 
count  most  justly  for  the  neat  proceeds  d 
tobacco,  rice,  sugar,  &c  but  will  not  ff^ 
credit  for  a  stiver  more ;  and  for  that 
son  doth  not  receive  such  consignmc 
even  from  the  less  scrupulous  observen^ 
the  law.  The  British  merchant  on  a ' 
dred  pound,  mealed  from  a  consignmc 
readily  supplies  the  Americanos  wants  ^ 
a  hundrea  and  twenty,  thirty,  how&rii 
immaterial.  This  accommodation  he  ba^ 
not,  and  through  long  habit  doth  n^^  J4 
to  have  from  any  quarter  out  of  Gre^ 
Britain,  and  therefore  chuses  to  send  hi 
produce  through  her  channel;  nor  will  I 
few  exceptions  invalidate  the  argumeotlj 
and  till  tne  awful  volume  of  earthly  vic^ 
situdes  shall  disclose  the  fatal  page,  wh 
that  Omnipotent  Hand,  which  hath  liA< 
up  and  cast  down  the  proudest  dommM 
of  old,  may  have  written  the  desigpsMil 
of  empire  to  the  child ;  till  thai,  tW 
merchant  of  Great  Britain  will  keep  tl4 
child  in  all  possible  dependence  on  A* 
parent. 

^  Sir,  after  all,  though  roy  fellow  subjectl 
rise  more  and  more  in  the  flattering  cod* 
fidence,  that  the  colonies  will  not  adbera 
to  their  agreements,  I  do  not  commit  mf> 
self  in  asserting  the  contrary;  I  do  no< 
pronounce,  that  they  will ;  I  only  bu(* 
gest,  that  they*  may ;  and  on  that  suppoo* 
tion  have  attempted  to  shew,  what  Eog* 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  stake  on  tho 
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iontest ;  nothing  less  than  a  long-approved 
wA  successful  systena,  embracing  ever^ 
frcumstance  of  national  stability,  pros- 

a  end  lustre.  For  what  this  is  put  in 
y  I  hamMj  hope,  is  a  question  too 
lerioas  for  casuistry ;  and,  I  humbly  be- 
iete,  solely  to  be  measured  by  expediency 
■d  practicabflity,  under  the  direction  of 
ht  great  council,  which  holds  the  guar- 
haakip  of  three  kingdoms^  and. their 
iwradless  dependencies. 
Right,  authority,  sovereignty,  dignity, 
Iq^remacy,  are  admitted  to  tne  utmost 
BOeni  of  their  ground.  Is  there  not  ^no- 
kr  ground  antecedent  and  original,  that 
bm  the  nature  of  mankind,  there  never 
Mi,  DOT  is,  and  never  will  be  a  community 
llo,  after  the  possession  of  benefits,  deli- 
«rcd  down  from  father  to  son  for  more 
kn  a  century,  will  be  persuaded  to  relin- 
|Dnh  such  possession  by  any  plea  of  law 
id  right,  urged  with  all  the  eloquence  of 
fifocates  ?  A  force  superior  to  argument 
»  reqatsite,  which  brings  the  question 
bck  to  expediency  amd  practicability. 
Conceive  not,  Sir,  that  our  very  thoughts 
ilw  presumed  to  interfere  with  the  coun- 
Kk  or  determinations  of  the  state ;  but  as 
present  subject  of  deliberation  and 
iores  is  too  pregnant  with  events  not 
van  far  into  the  future,  we  submissive!}' 
',  that  the  facts  we  have  produced, 
the  deductions  irom  them,  if  not  in 
fe present  hour,  may  prove  of  some  utility 
■neaiier. 

You  m  your  future  deliberations  will 
^vtte  the  irivolous  from  the  important, 
M  specious  and  the  plausible  from  the 
feora  and  the  true.  You,  searching  the 
Wis  of  human  nature,  wOl  not  be  misled 
fftrite  and  popular  opinion ;  and,  when 
k  force  of  selr-interest  is  alleged  at  this 
Dentous  crisis,  you  will  discover,  that 
rest  is  not  the  predominant  ruler  of 
3 — I  repeaft,  that  interest  Is  not  the 
ominant  ruler  of  mankind.  The  few 
ed  are  under  that  frigid  influence ; 
hi  the  many  are  governed  by  passion, 
•^MJse  train  1  need  not  arrange.  Perse- 
V^v^ce  in  acts  of  violence  from  one  quar- 
to, and  perseverance  in  another  to  suffer, 
py  be  in  both  the  result  of  passion, 
gwon  can  misinterpret  words,  give  soli- 
wy  to  empty  sounds,  and  convert  shadow 
to  substance.  Passion  could  give  weight 
Mie  cry  of  the  Church,  when  Sacheverell 
Mtuated  a  natron,  renowned  above  all 
•fters  for  solid  sense  and  depth  of  thought. 
To  conchide :  if.  Sir,  in  any  future 
^fcnfcion,  ihia  honourable  House  may 


A.  D.  1775. 


[479 


condescend  to  a  moment's  remembrance' 
of  us,  our  appearance  may  prove  not  alto-* 
gether  in  vain.  Ahhough  there  is  still 
much  remaining  to  ofier,  permit  us  now 
to  withdraw,  unreproved,  we  hope,  by 
you ;  but  surely  so  by  our  own  conscien- 
tious feelings  in  thus  attempting  our  dis- 
charge of  a  duty  to  the  public — Over  the 
Acts  already  passed  and  passing  I  do  not 
breathe  out  a  word — only  a  parting  sigh. 

The  House  beinf  resumed,  Mr.  Akler- 
man  Oliver  reported  from  the  Committee, 
That  they  bad  heard  the  Planters  of  hia 
Majesty's  sugar  colonies  residing  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  merchants  of  London, 
trading  to  the  said  colonies,  by  their  agent; 
and  had  examined  several  witnesses,  and 
made  a  further  progress ;  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again, 

D£BAT£     IN   THE     CqMMONS   ON   Mr. 

Burke's  Resolutions  for  Concilia- 
tion WITH  America.]  March  22.  Oi| 
the  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Burke  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows  :* 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  notwithstanding 
the  austerity  of  the  Chair,  your  good-na- 
ture will  incline  you  to  some  degree  of  in- 
dulgence towards  human  frailty.  You  will 
not  think  it  unnatural,  that  those  who  have 
an  object  depending,  which  strongly  en- 
gages their  hopes  and  fears,  should  be 
somewhat  inclined  to  superstition.  As  I 
came  into  the  House  foR  of  anxiety  about 
the  event  of  my  motion,  I  found  to  my 
infinite  surprise,  that  the  grand  penal  Bill 
by  which  we  had  passed  sentence  on  the 
trade  and  sustenance  of  America,  is  to  be 
returned  to  us,  from  the  other  House.f 
I  do  confess,  I  could  not  help  looking  on 
this  event  as  a  fortunate  omen.  *I  look 
upon  it  ^  a  sort  of  providential  favour ; 
by  which  we  are  put  once  more  in  posses- 
sion of  our  deliberative  capacity,  upon  a 
business  so  very  questionable  in  its  nature, 
so  very   uncertain  in  its  issue.    By  the 

*  From  the  Original  Edition  printed  for  J. 
Bodsley,  Pall  Mall. 

f  The  Act  to  restrain  tha  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts- Bay  and  'New 
Hampshire,  and  colonies  of  Coonecticat  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  'Providence  Plantation,  in 
North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and 
the  British  Mauds  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  to 
prohibit  such  provinces  and  colonies  from  car- 
rying on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
laud,  and  other  places  therein  meationed,  under 
certaia  conditions  and  limitations. 
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return  of  this  Bill,  which  seemed  to  h^ve 
taken  its  flight  for  ever,  we  are  at  this 
Yery  instant  nearly  as  free  to  choose  a 
plan  for  our  American  government,  as  we 
were  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  If, 
Sir^  we  incline  to  the  side  of  conciliation, 
we  are  not  at  all  embarrassed  (unless  we 
please  to  make  ourselves  so)  by  any  in- 
congruous mixture  of  coercion  and  re- 
straint. We  are  therefore  called  upon,  as 
^  it  were  by  a  superior  warning  voice,  again 
'  to  Attend  Jto  America ;  to  attend  to  the 
whole  of  it  together ;  and  to  review  the 
subject  with  an  unusual  degree  of  care  and 
calmness. 

'  Surely  it  is  an  awful  subject ;  or  there 
is  none  so  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  ■  When 
I  first  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  the  afiBurs  of  that  continent  pressed 
themselves  upon  us,  as  the  most  important 
and  most  delicate  object  of  parliamentary 
attention.  My  little  share  in  this  great 
deliberation  oppressed  me.  I  found 
myself  a  partaker  in  a  very  high  trusty 
and  having  no  sort  of  reason  to  rely  on  thfe 
strength  of  my  natural  abilities  folr  the 
proper  execution  of  that  trust,  I  was 
obliged  to  take  more  than  common  pains, 
to  instruct  myself  in  every  tiling  which 
relates  to  our  colonies.  I  was  not  loss 
under  the  necessity  of  forming  some  fixed 
ideas,  concerning  the  general  policy  of  the 
British  empire.  Something  of  this  sort 
seemed  to  be  indispensable;  in  order, 
amidst  so  vast  a  fluctuation  of  passions* 
and  opinions,  to  concenter  my  thoughts ; 
to  ballast  my  conduct;  to  preserve  me 
from  being  blown  about  by  every  wind  of 
fashionable  doctrine.  I  really  did  not 
think  it  safe,  or  manly,  to  have  fresh  prin- 
ciples to  seek  upon  every  fresh  mail  which 
should  arrive  from  America. 

At  that  period,  I  had  the  fortune  to 
find  myself  m  perfect  concurrence  with  a 
large  majority  in  this  House.  Bowine 
under  that  high  authority,  and  penetrated 
with  the  sharpness  and  strength  of  that 
early  impression,  I  have  continued  ever 
since,  without  the  least  deviation  in  my 
original  sentiments.  Whether  this  be 
owing  to  an  obstinate  perseverance  in 
error,  or  to  a  religious  adherence  to  what 
appears  to  me  truth  and  reason,  it  is  in 
your  equity  to  judge. 

Sir,  parliament  having  an  enlarged  view 
of  objects,  made,  during  this  interval, 
more  frequent  changes  in  Uieir  sentiments 
and  their  conduct,  than  could  be  justified 
in  a  particular  person  upon  the  contracted 
scale  of  private  information.    But  though 

6* 


I  do  not  hazard  any  thing  approaching  I 
a  censure  on  the  motives  of  fomj 
parliaments  to  all  those  alteratiotu,  ^ 
fact  is  undoubted ;  that  under  tbem  H 
state  of  America  has  been  kept  m  oi 
tinual  agitation.  Every  thing  admioiw 
ed  as  remedy  to  the  public  complaint,  i 
did  not  produce,  was  at  least  followed  I 
an  heightening  of  the  distemper;  uatii,! 
a  variety  of  experiments,  that,  import^ 
country  has  been  brought  into  herpreNi 
situation; — a  situation  which  I  will  o 
miscall,  which  I  dare  not  name;  whickj 
scarcely  know  how  to  comprehend  in  I 
terms  of  any  description.  I 

In  this  posture.  Sir,  things  stood  at 
beginning  of  the  session.  About 
time,  a  worthy  member  (  Mr.  Hose  Fi 
of  great  parliamentary  experience, 
in  the  year  1766,  filled  the  ciiair  of^ 
American  committee  with  much 
took  me  aside;  and,  lamenting  the  pi 
aspect  of  our  politics,  told  me,  tlungs 
come  to  such  a  pass,  that  our  former 
thods  of  proceeding  in  the  House  wc 
be  no  longer  tolerated.  That  the  pt 
tribunal  (never  too  indulgent  to  a  Ic 
and  unsuccessful  opposition)  would 
scrutinize  our  conduct  with  unusual 
verity.  That  the  very  vicissitudes 
shiflings  of  ministerial  measures,  ins 
of  convicting  their  authors  of  in( 
stancy  and  want  of  system,  would  be\ 
as  an  occasion  of  charging  us  with ' 
determined  discontent,  which  n( 
could  satisfy;  whilst  we  accused 
measure  of  vigour  as  cruel,  anderefj] 
posal  of  lenity  as  weak  and'irre 
The  public,  he  said,  would  not  have 
tience  to  see  us  play  the  game  out 
our  adversaries:  we  must  produce 
hand.  It  would  be  expected,  tl 
who  for  many  years  had  been  scttreij 
such  affairs  should  shew,  that  ^^'''1 
formed  some  clear  and  decided  ^Ji 
the  principles  of  colony  government;  i>"| 
were  capable  of  drawing  out  wmethMj 
like  a  platform  of  the  ground,  which  mJ^j 
be  laid  for  future  and  permanent  traoquH-i 
lity.  ^  . 

I  felt  the  truth  of  what  my  hon.  ni«» 
represented ;  but  I  felt  my  situation  ^ 
His  application  might  have  been  idbk 
with  far  greater  propriety  to  ^**®"y,^ 
gentlemen.  No  man  was  mdeed  ^^^^^^ 
disposed,  or  worse  qualified,  for  soj"  *° 
undertaking  than  myself.  Though  I  g*"* 
so  far  into  his  opinion,  that  I  i"j»J 
diately  threw  my  thoughts  into  a  wrt 
parliamentary  form,  I  was  by  no  "***' 
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auallj  ready  to  produce  them.  It  gene- 
ly.arffues  some  degree  of  natural  iinpo« 
mc6  of  mind,  or  some  want  of  knowledge 
f  the  world,  to  basard  plans  of  govern- 
KDl,  except  from  a  seat  of  authority, 
^positions  akie  made,  not  only  ineffiec- 
inllj,  but  somewhat  disreputably,  when 
be  minds  of  men  are  not  properly  dis- 
loied  for  their  reception;  and  for  my 
iirt,  I  am  not  ambitious  of  ridicule ;  not 
iMoiutely  a  candidate  for  disgrace. 
Betides,  Sir,  to  apeak  the  plain  truth,  I 
Ave  in  general  no  very  exalted  opinion  of 
ke  f irtue  of  paper  government ;  nor  of 
my  politics,  in  which  the  plan  is  to  be 
wholly  separated  from  the  execution. 
t«t  when  I  saw  that  anger  and  violence 

C vailed  every  day  more  and  more ;  and 
t  things  were  hastening  towards  an  m- 
fiarable  alienation  of  our  colonies ;  I  con- 
{hi  my  caution  gave  way.  1  felt  this,  as 
be  of  those  few  moments  in  which  deco- 
imm  yidds  to  an  higher  duty.  Public  ca- 
fnuty  is  a  mighty  leveller ;  and  there  are 

C lions  when  any,  even  the  slightest, 
06  of  doing  good,  must  be  laid  hold 
eTen  by  the  most  inconsiderable  per- 


t 


To  restore  order  and  repose  to  an  em- 
so  great  and  so  distracted  as  ours,  is, 
\y  in  the  attempt,  an  undertaking 
t  would  ennoble  the  flights  of  the 
khest  genius,  and  obtain  pardon  for  the 
Msonhe  meanest  understanding.  Stnig- 
ilioga  good  while  with  these  Uioughts, 
n  Agrees  I  felt  myself  more  firm.  I  de- 
lived,  at  length,  some  confidence  from 
^^at  in  other,  circumstances  usually  pro- 
ces  timidity.  I  grew  less  anxious,  even 
the  idea  of  my  own  insignificance. 
r,  judging  of  what  you  are,  by  what  you 
ht  to  be,  I  persuaded  myself,  that 
would  not  reject  a  reasonable  propo- 
D,  because  it  had  nothing  but  its  rea- 
to  recommend  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
totally  destitute  of  all  shadow  of  in- 
ce,  natural  or  adventitious,  I  was 
lure,  that,  if  my  proposition  were 
He  or  dangerous;  if  it  were  weakly 
ttMceiTed,  or  improperly  timed,  there  was 
jiBthing  exterior  to  it,  of  power  to  awe, 

E^'ie,  or  delude  you.  You  will  see  it 
aiit  is ;  and  you  will  treat  it  just  as  it 
nres. 
I  .The  proposition  is  neace.  Not  peace 
|f|nHigh  the  medium  or  war ;  not  peace  to 
p  hunted  through  the  labyrinth  of  intri- 
We  and  endless  negociations ;  not  peace 
^l^ie  out  of  universal  discord,  fomented 
Ann  prindple,  in  all  parts  of  the  empire ; 
IVOU  XVIll.] 


not  peace  to  depend  on  the  juridical  de- 
.termination  of  perplexing  questions;  or 
the  precise  marking  the  shadowy  bounda* 
ries  of  a  complex  government.  It  is 
simple  peace ;  sought  in  ita  natural  course, 
and  in  its  ordinary  haunts. — It  is  peace 
sought  in  the  spirit  of  peace ;  and  laid  in 
principles  purely  pacific.  I  propose,  by 
removing 'the  ground  of  the  difference^ 
and  by  restoring  the /brmer  unsuspecting 
confidence  of  the  cwmies  in  the  mother 
country f  to  give  permanent  satisfaction  to 
your,  people;  and  (far  from  a  scheme  of 
ruling  by  discord)  to  reconcile  them  to 
each  other  in  the  same  act,  and  by  the 
bond  of  the  very  same  interest,  which  re- 
conciles  them  to  British  government. 

My  idea  is  nothing  more.  Refined 
policy  ever  has  been  the  parent  of  confu- 
sion ;  and  ever  will  be  so,  as  long  as  the 
world  endures.  Plain  good  intention^ 
which  is  as  easily  discovered  at  the  firat 
view,  as  fraud  is  surely  detected  at  last,  is, 
let  me  say,  of  no  mean  force  in  the  go- 
vernment of  mankind.  Genuine  simpli- 
city oi  heart  is  an  healins  and  cementing 
pnnciple.  My  plan,  tnerefore,  being 
formed  upon  the  most  simple  grounds 
imaginable,  may  disappoint  some  people, 
when  thev  hear  it.  It  has  nothing  to  re- 
commena  it  to  the  pruriency  of  curious 
ears.  There  is  nothing  at  all  new  and 
captivating  in  it.  It  has.  nothing  of  the 
splendour  of  the  project,  which  has  beea 
lately  laid  upon  your  table  by  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribband.*  it  does  not 
propose  to  fill  your  lobby  with  smiabbling 
colony  agents,  who  will  require  the  inter- 
position  of  your  mace,  at  every  instant, 
to  keep  the  peace  amount  them.  It  does 
not  institute  a  magnificent  auction  of 
finances  wheve  captivated  provinces  come 
to  general  ransom  by  bidding  against  each 
other,  until  you  knock  down  the  hammer, 
and  determine  a  proportion  of  payments, 
beyond  idl  the  powers  of  algebra  to 
equalise  and  settle. 

The  plan,  which  I  shall  presume  to  sug- 
gest, derives,  however,  one  great  advan- 
tage from  the  proposition  and  reg^try  of 
that  noble  lord's  project.  The  idea  of 
conciliation  isadmissible.  First, the  House 
in  accepting  the  resolution  moved  by  the 
noble  lord,  nas  admitted,  notwithstanding 
the  menacing  front  of  our  address,  not- 
withstanding our  heavy  bill  of  pains  and 

*  ResolatMN^  moved  by  lord  North  io  the 
oommitiee;  and  agreed  to  by  the  Heose, 
Feb.  sr,  aaep.  919« 

[SI] 
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penalties—that  we  do  not  think  ourselves 
precluded  from  all  ideas  of  free  grace  and 
bounty. 

The  House  has  gone  fluther ;  it  has  de- 
clared conciliation  admissible,  previous  to 
any  submission  on  the  part  of  America. 
It  has  even  bhot  a  good  deal  beyond  that 
mark,  and  has  admitted,  that  the  com- 
plaints of  our  Tormer  mode  of  exerting 
the  right  of  taxation  were  not  wholly  un- 
founded. That  right  thus  exerted  is  al- 
lowed to  have  had  something  reprehensi- 
ble in  it ;  something  unwise,  or  something 
grievous ;  since,  in  the  midst  of  our  heat 
and  resentment,  we,  of  ourselves,  have 
proposed  a  capital  alteration ;  and,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  what  seemed  so  very 
exceptionable,  have  instituted  a  mode  that 
18  altogether  new;  one  that  is,  indeed, 
wholly  alien  from  dl  the  ancient  methods 
and  forms  of  parliament. 

The  principle  of  this  proceeding  is  large 
enough  for  my  purpose.  The  means  pro- 
posed by  the  noble  lord  for  carrying  his 
ideas  into  execution,  I  think  indeeo,  are 
very  indifferently  suited  to  the  end ;  and 
tliis  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  you  before 
I  sit  down.  But,  for  the  present,  I  take 
my  ground  on  the  admitted  principle.  I 
mean  to  give  peace.  Peace  implies  re- 
conciliation ;  and  where  there  has  been  a 
material  dispute,  reconciliation  does  in  a 
manner  always  imply  concession  on  the 
.one  part  or  on  thewatber.  In  this  state  of 
things  I  make  no  difficulty  in  affirming, 
that  the  ^  proposal  ought  to  originate  from 
us.  Great  and  acknowledged  force  is  not 
impaired,  either  in  effect  or  in  opinion,  by 
an  unwillingness  to  exert  itself.  The  su- 
perior power  may  offer  peace  with  honour 
and  with  safety.  Such  an  offer  from  such 
a  power  will  be  attributed  to  magnanimity. 
But  the  concessions  of  the  weak  are  the 
concessions  of  fear.  When  such  a  one  is 
disarmed,  he  is  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  his 
superior ;  and  he  loses  for  ever  that  time 
and  those  chances,  which,  as  they  happen, 
•to  all  men,  are  the  strength  and  resources 
;of  all  inferior  power. 

The  capital  leading  questions  on  which 
you  must  this  day  decide,  are  these  two. 
First,  whether  you  ought  to  concede ;  and 
secondly,  what  your  concession  ought  to 
be.  On  the  first  of  these  .questions  we 
have  gained  (as  I  have  just  taken  the  li- 
berty of  observing  to  you)  some  ground. 
But  I  am  sensible  that  a  good  d^  more 
is  still  to  be  done  Indeed,  Sir,  to  enable 
us  to  determine  both  on  the  one  and  the 
other  of  these  great  questions  with  a  firm 


and  precise  judgment,  I  think  it  may  bi 
necessary  to  consider  distinctly  the  tnii 
nature  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  d 
the  object  which  we  have  before  as.  Bs« 
cause  afler  all  our  struggle,  whether  n 
will  or  not,  we  must  govern  America,  a6 
cording  to  that  nature,  and  to  those  at 
cumstances;  and  not  according  to  oa 
own  imaginations;  not  according  to  al| 
stract  ideas  of  right ;  by  no  means  accoii 
ing  to  mere  general  theories  of  govef» 
ment,  the  resort  to  which  appears  to  me^ 
in  our  present  situation,  no  better  than  »i 
rant  trifling.  I  shall  therefore  endeavooB 
with  your  leave,  to  lay  before  you  some  d 
the  most  material  of  these  circumstanofll 
in  as  full  and  as  clear  a  manner  as  I  at 
able  to  state  them.  J 

The  first  thing  that  we  have  to  conskld 
with  regard  to  4ne  nature  of  the  object  i| 
— the  number  of  people  in  the  coi( 
I  have  taken  for  some  years  a  good  deal  < 
pains  on  that  point.  I  can  by  no  calct* 
tion  justify  myself  in  placing  the  oon 
below  two  raillioiis  of  inhabitants  of 
own  European  b|ood  and  colour ; 
at  least  500,000  others,  who  form  no  ii 
considerable  part  of  the  strength  and  o 
lence  of  the  whole.  This,  Sir,  is,  I  belie 
about  the  true  number.  There  is  do 
casion  to  exaggerate,  where  plain  truth  J 
of  so  much  weight  and  importance, 
whethec  I  put  the  present  numbers 
high  or  too  low,  is  a  matter  of  litdei 
ment  Such  is  the  strength  withwhic 
population  shoots  in  that  part  of  thevorii, 
that  state  the  numbers  as  high  as  we  ^\ 
whilst  the  dispute  continues,  the  exagp0^| 
ration  ends.  Whilst  we  are  discutfufj 
any  given  magnitude,  they  are  grown  ti! 
it.  Whilst  we  spend  our  time  in  delib^; 
rating  on  the  mode  of  governing  t«»! 
millions,  we  shall  find  we  have  milliM 
more  to  manage.  Your  children  ^t4 
grow  faster  from  infancy  to  manboo^ 
than  they  spread  from  families  to  cotoait 
nities,  and  from  villages  to  nations. 

I  put  this  consideration  of  ^cp**Ji 
and  the  growing  numbers  in  tlie  front » 
our  deliberation ;  because,  Sir,  this  con- 
sideration will  make  It  evident  to  aWoi^ 
discernment  than  yours,  that  nopsrtiiif 
narrow,  contracted,  pinched,  occisw"* 
system  will  be  at  all  suitable  to  such  ff 
object.  It  will  shew  you,  that  H  is  not  to 
be  considered  as  one  of  those  tntim 
which  are  oi^t  of  the  eye  and  coosidefsto^ 
of  the  law ;  not  a  paltry  excrescence » 
the  state ;  not  a  mean  dependant,  ww  naj 
be  neglected  with  little  damage,  m  P 
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voked  with  little  danger.  It  will  prove, 
tluit  lene  d^ree  of  dare  and  caution  is 
required  in  £e  handling  such  an  object ; 
it  will  shew  that  you  ought  not,  in  reason, 
to  trifle  With  so  large  a  mass  of  the  in- 
terests and  feelings  of  the  human  race. 
You  could  at  no  time  do  so  without  guilt ; 
and  be  assured  jou  will  not  be  able  to  do 
it  long  with  impunity. 

Bttt  the  population  of  this  country,  the 
great  and  growing  population,  though  a 
very  important  consideration,  wUl  lose 
Buch  of  its  weight,  if  not  combined  with 
other  circumstances.  The  commerce  of 
your  colonies  is  out  of  all  proportion  be- 
yond the  numbers  of  the  people.  This 
ground  of  their  commerce  indeed  has  been 
trod  some  days  ago,  and  with  great  ability, 
ha  distinguished  person,  at  your  bar.* 
^nufl  gentleman,  after  thirty-five  years — it 
•  10  bog  since  he  first  appeared  at  the 
.ttme  place  to  plead  for  the  commerce  of 
^Grest  Britain — ^has  come  again  before  you 
[to  plead  the  same  cause,  without  any  other 
|liect  of  timci^  than,  that  to  the  fire  of  ima- 
imation  and  extent  of  erudition,  which 
tren  then  marked  him  as  one  of  the  first 
klerary  characters  of  his  age,  he  has  added 
|i  consummate  knowledge  in  thecommer- 
^  interest  of  his  country,  formed  by  a 
course  of  enlightened  and  discrimi- 
g  experience. 

Sir,  I  snould  be  inexcusable  in  coming 
ifter  such  a  person  with  any  detail ;  if  a 
'  it  part  or  the  members  who  now  fill 
House  had  not  the  misfbrtune  to  be 
t  when  he  appeared  at  your  bar. 
,  Sir,  I  propose  to  take  the  matter 

periods  of  time  somewhat  different  from 
There  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  point  of 
ititv,  from  whence  if  you  will  look  at  this 
nject,  It  is  impossible  that  it  should  not 
pike  an  impression  upon  you. 

I  have  in  my  hand  two  accounts;  one  a 
cooiparatiTe  state  of  the  export  trade  of 
AO^and  to  its  colonies,  as  it  stood  in  the 
||nr  1704^  and  as  it  stood  in  the  year  1772. 
[ik  other  a  state  of  the  export  trade  of 
;tt  country  to  its  colonies  alone,  as  it 
^lood  in  1772,  compared  with  the  whole 
"Ade  of  England  to  all  parts  of  the  world 
J^e  colonies  included)  in  the  year  1704. 
1^^  are  from  good  vouchers ;  the  latter 
i^iod  from  the  accounts  on  your  table, 
[neeariier  from  an  original  manuscript  of 
wenant,  who  first  established  Ithe  in- 
[Ipector  general's  office,  which  has  been 
!  fver  gJDce  his  time  so  abundant  a  source 
tf  parliamentary  information. 

*  Mr,  Otover^iee  p*  461. 
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Th6  export  trade  to  th^  colonies  con- 
sists of  tliree  great  branches.  The  African, 
which,  terminating  almoh  wholly  in  the 
colonies,  must  be  put  to  the  account  of 
their  commerce;  the  West  Indian;  and 
the  North  American.  All  these  are  so  in- 
terwoven, that  the  attempt  to  ^separate 
them  would  tear  to  pieces  the  contexture 
of  the  whole;  and  if  not  entirely  destroy, 
would  very  much;  depreciate  the  value  of 
all  the  parts.  I  therefore  consider  these 
three  denominations  to  be,  what  in  effect 
they  are,  one  trade. 

The  trade  to  the  colonies,  taken  on  the 
export  side,  at  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, that  is,  in  the  year  1704,  stood 
thus: 

Exports  to  North  America,  and 

the  West  Indies  -  -  -  -  iff.483,265 
To  Africa 86,666 

569,930 

In  the  year  1772,  which  I  take  as  a 
middle  vear  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  of  those  lately  laid  on  your  table, 
the  account  was  as  follows : 

« 

To  North  America,  and  the 
West  Indies     ....  iP.4,791,734 

To  Africa 866,898 

To  which  if  you  add  the  ex- 
port trade  from  Scotland, 
which  had  in  1704  no  ex-  ^ 

istence 364,000 


6,022,132 


From  five  hundred  and  odd  thousand^  ft 
has  grown  to  six  millibns.  It  has  increased 
no  less  than  twelve-fold.  This  is  the  state 
of  the  colony  trade  as  compared  with  it- 
self at  these  two  periods,  within  this  cen- 
tury ;— and  this  is  matter  for  meditation. 
But  this  is  not  all.  Examine  my  second 
account.  See  how  the  export  trade  to  the 
colonies  alone  in  1772  stood  in  the  other 
point  of  view,  that  is,  as  compared  to  the 
whole  trade  of  England  in  1704. 

The  whole  export  trade  of 

England,  including  that  to 

the  colonies,  in  1704  -  -  iff.6,509,000 
Export  to  the  colonies  alone 

in  1772 6,024,000 


Difference  -        485,000 
The  trade  with  America  alone  is  now 


487] 


15  GEORGE  IIL 


Debate  on  Mr*  ButMs  ResoluHons 


[M< 


within  less  than  500,000^.  of  being  e^ual 
to  what  this  great  commercial  nation, 
England,  carriea  on  at  the  beginning  of 
this  oenturj  with  the  whole  world !  If  I 
had  taken  the  largest  year  of  those  on 
your  table,  it  would  rather  have  exceeded, 
but,  it  will  be  said,  is  not  this  Americaih 
trade  an  unnatural  protuberance,  that  has 
drawn  the  juices  from  the  rest  of  Uie  body  ? 
The  reverse.  It  is  the  very  food  that  has 
nourished  every  other  part  into  its  pre- 
sent magnitude.  Our  general  trade  has 
been  greatly  augmented;  and  augmented 
more  or  less  in  admost  every  part  to  which 
it  ever  extended ;  but  with  this  material 
difference ;  that  of  the  six  millions  which 
in  the  beginning  of  the  century  constituted 
the  whole  mass  of  our  export  commerce, 
the  colony  trade  was  but  one  twelfth  part; 
it  is  now  Tas  a  part  of  sixteen  roilhons) 
considerably  more  than  a  third  of  the 
whole.  This  is  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  importance  of  the  colonies  at  these 
two  periods :  and  all  reasoning  concerning 
our  mode  of  treating  them  must  have  this 
proportion  as  its  basis ;  or  it  is  a  rea- 
aonmg  weak,  rotten,  and  sophistical. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  cannot  prevail  on  my- 
self to  hurry  over  this  great  consideration. 
It  is  good  u>r  us  to  be  here.  We  stand 
where  we  have  an  immense  view  of  what 
is,  and  what  is  past.  Clouds  indeed,  and 
darkness,  rest  upon  the  future.  Let  us, 
however,  before  we  descend  from  this  no- 
ble eminence,  reflect  that  this  growth  of 
our  national  proBperitv  has  happened  with- 
in the  short  period  of  the  life  of  man.  It 
has  happenea  within  68  years.  There  are 
ihose  alive  whose  memory  might  touch  the 
two  extremities.  For  instance,  ray  lord 
Bathurst  might  remember  all  the  stages  of 
the  progress.  He  was  in  1704<  of  an  age 
at  least  to  be  made  to  comprehend  such 
things.  He  was  then  old  enough  acta  pa* 
rentum  jam  legere^  et  qua  sU  poterit  cog^ 
fioscere  virtus — Suppose,  Sir,  tnat  the  an- 
gel of  thb  auspicious  youth,  foreseeing  the 
many  virtues,  which  made  him  one  of  the 
most  amiable,  as  he  is  one  of  the  most 
fortunate  men  of  his  age,  had  opened  to 
him  in  vision,  that,  when,  in  the  fourth  ge- 
neration, the  third  prince  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick  had  sat  twelve  years  on  the 
throne  of  that  nation,  which  (by  the  hap- 
py issue  of  moderate  and  healing  councils) 
was  to  be  made  Great  Britam,  he  should 
aee  his  son,  lord  chancellor  of  England, 
turn  back  the  currept  of  hereditary  dig- 
nity to  its  fountain,  and  raise  him  to  an 
higher  rank  of  peerf^,  whOst  he  enriched 


the  family  with  anew  one— If  amidst  tbm 
bright  and  happy  scenes  of  domestic  ho- 
nour and  prosperity,  that  angel  shouli 
have  drawn  up  the  curtain,  and  uafoldel 
the  rising  glories  of  his  country,  and  whibt 
he  was  gazing  with  admiration  on  the  tlwa 
commercial  grandeur  of  England,  the  ge« 
nius  should  point  out  to  him  a  little  spock, 
scarce  visible  in  the  mass  of  the  natioaifr 
interest,  a  small  seminal  principle,  rather 
than  a  formed  body,  and  should  tell  hia 
'-'**  Young  man,  there  is  America— which 
at  this  day  serves  for  little  more  than  t% 
amuse  you  with  stories  of  savage  mentaDt 
uncouth  manners ;  yet  shall,  before  yoi 
taste  of  death^  shew  itself  e^ual  to  ^ 
whole  of  that  commerce  which  now  aU* 
tracts  the  envy  of  the  world.  Whsleier 
England  has  been  Rowing  to  by  a  pro- 
gressive increase  of  improvement,  broogfat 
in  by  varieties  o£  people,  by  succeaaioa  of 
civilising  conquests  and  civilising  settle* 
ments  in  a  series  of  1,700  years,  yoaibal 
see  as  much  added  to  her  by  America  it 
the  course  of  a  sinele  life  V*  If  this  tm 
of  his  country  had  been  foretold  to  him, 
would  it  not  require  all  the  saikj^oe  ci^ 
dulity  of  youth,  and  all  the  fervid  glow  of 
enthusiasm,  to  make  him  believe  it  ?  For* 
tunate  man,  he  has  lived  to  see  it !  For- 
tunate indeed,  if  he  lives  to  see  oothiiy 
that  shall  vary  the  prospect,  and  dood  tlie 
setting  of  his  day ! 

Excuse  me.  Sir,  if  turning  from  ndi 
thoughts  I  resume  this  comparative  viev 
once  more.  You  have  seen  it  on  a  laip 
scale;  look  at  it  on  a  small  one.  IwiUpont 
out  to  your  attention  a  particular  ioataoce 
of  it  in  the  single  province  of  Pennavlvania* 
In  the  vear  1704<,  that  province  called  for 
11,459/.  in  value  of  your  commoditiesiOi* 
tive  and  foreign.  This  was  the  whok. 
What  did  it  demand  in  1772?  Why 
nearly  50  times  as  much ;  for  in  that  year 
the  export  to  Pennsylvania  was  Sff!fi^ 
nearly  equal  to  the  export  of  all  the  colo- 
nies together  in  the  first  period. 

I  choose.  Sir,  to  enter  into  these  minate 
and  particular  details;  because  geoenli- 
ties,  which  in  all  other  cases  are  apt  to 
heighten  and  raise  the  subject,  have  here 
a  tendency  to  sink  it.  When  we  speak  of 
the  commerce  with  our  colonies,  ficboo 
lags  after  truth ;  invention  is  unfroM 
and  imagination  cold  and  barren. 

So  far,  Sir,  as  to  the  importance  of  tbe 
object  in  the  view  of  its  commerce,  tfcoo* 
cerned  in  the  exports  from  England.  "1 
were  to  detail  the  imports,  I  could  sbeff 
how  many  enjoyments  they  procure,  whici 
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We  tbe  burthen  of  life;  haw  many 
rials  which  invigorale  the  springB  of 
ienal  industry,  and  extend  andf  animate 
part  of  our  foreign  and  domestic 
oierce.    This  would  be  a  curions  sub- 
indeed — but  I  must  prescribe  bounds 
flDTMlf  in  a  matter  so  vast  and  various. 
I  pass  dierefore  to  the  colonies  in  ano- 
pobt  of  view,  their  a^culture.    This 
7  have  prosecuted  with  such  a  spirit, 
'  Bsides  feeding  plentifully  their  own 
ing  multitude,  their  annual  export  of 
I,  comprehending  rice,  has  some  years 
exceeded  a  million  in  value.    Of  their 
hsrvest,  I  am  persuaded,  they  will  ex- 
;  much  more.    At  the  begmning  of 
ceatury,  some  of  these  colonies  im- 
com  from  the   mother  country, 
some  time  past,  the  old  world  has  been 
from  the  new.    The  scarcity  which 
have  felt  would  have  been  a  desolat- 
fiunioe,  if  this  child  of  your  old  age, 
a  true  filial  piety,  with  a  Roman  cha- 
had  not  put  the  full   breast  of  its 
mbfttl  exuberance  to  the  mouth  of  its 
oluuuted  parent. 

Ai  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies 
kve  drawn  from  the  sea  bv  their  fisheries^ 
joa  had  aU  that  matter  fully  opened  at 
pox  bar.  You  surehr  thought  those  ac- 
fiiiitioos  df  value,  for  they  seemed  even 
to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet  the  spirit,  by 
vhich  that  enterprising  employment  has 
keen  exercised,  ought  rather,  m  my  opi- 
aioQ,  to  have  raised  your  esteem  and  ad* 
inntion.  And  pravt  Sir,  what  in  the 
vorld  is  equal  to  it  i  Pass  by  the  other 
pirti,  and  look  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
Mpleof  New  £nffland  have  of  late  car- 
liea  on  the  whale  fishery.  Whilst  we  fol- 
low them  among  the  tumbling  mountains 
of  ice,  and  behold  them  penetrating  into 
the  deepest  frozen  recesses  of  Hudson^s 
Bay,  and  Davia's  Streights,  whilst  we  are 
looiuDg  for  them  beneaUi  the  arctic  circle, 
ve  hetff  that  they  have  pierced  into  tbe 
oppodte  region  of  polar  cold,  that  they 
tte  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged  under 
the  frozen  serpent  of  the  south.  Falkland 
Uand,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  ro- 
nsntic  an  object  for  the  grasp  of  national 
Sffibikion,  u  but  a  sta^^e  and  resting-place 
i^the  progress  of  their  victorious  industry. 
Nor  IS  the  equinoctial  heat  more  discou- 
ngu^tothem,  than  the  accumulated  win- 
ter of  both  the  poles.  We  know  that  whiUt 
jNsaeof  them  araw  the  line  and  strike  the 
wpoon  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others  run 
the  loQffjtnde,  and  pursue  their  gigantic 
game  along  the  coast  of  Brasil.    No  sea 


but  what  is  vexed  by  their  fisheries.  No 
climate  that  is  not  witness,  to  their  toils. 
Neither  the  perseverance  c^  Holland,  nor 
the  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous 
and  firm  sagacity  of  English  enterprise, 
ever  carried  this  most  perilous  'mode  of 
hard  industry  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
has  been  pushed  bv  this  recent  people ;  a 
people  who  are  still,  as  it  were,  but  in  ^e 
gristle,  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone 
of  manhood.  When  I  conteinplate  these 
things;  when  I  know  that  the  colonies  in 
general  owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  care 
of  ours,  and  that  they  are  not  squeezed 
into  this  happy  form  by  the  constraints  of 
watchful  and  suspicious  sovemment,  but 
that  through  a  wise  and  suutary  neglect,  a 
generous  nature  has  been  suffered  to  take 
her  own  way  to  perfection ;  when  I  reflect 
upon  these  effects,  when  I  see  how  pVofit* 
anle  thev  have  been  to  us,  I  feel  all  the. 
pride  of  power  sink,  and  all  presumption 
m  the  wisdom  of  human  contrivances  melt, 
and  die  away  within  me.  My  rigour  re« 
lents.  I  pardon  something  to  the  spirit  of 
liberty. 

1  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  all  which  I  have 
asserted,  in  my  detail,  is  admitted  in  the 
gross;  but  that  quite  a  different  conclu- 
sion is  drawn  firom  it.  America,  gentle- 
men say,  is  a  noble  object  It  is  an  ob- 
ject well  worth  fighting  for.  Certainly  it 
IS,  if  fighting  a  people  be  the  best  way  of 
gaining  them.  Gentlemen  in  this  respect 
will  be  led  to  their  choice  of  means  by 
their  complexions  and  their  habits.  Those 
who  understand  the  military  art,  will  of 
course  have  some  predilection  for  it. 
Those  who  wield  the  tnunder  of  the  state, 
may  have  more  confidence  in  the  efficacy 
of  arms.  But  I  confess,  possibly  for  want 
of  this  knofi^ledge»  my  opinion  is  much 
more  in  favour  of  prudent  management, 
than  of  force ;  considering  force  not  as  an 
'odious,  but  a  feeble  instrument,  fi)r  pre- 
serving a  people  so  numerous,  to  active, 
so  growing,  so  spirited  as  this,  in  a  profit- 
able and  subordinate  connection  with  us. 

First,  Sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that 
the  use  of  force  alone  is  but  temporary. 
It  may  subdue  for  a  moment ;  but  it  does 
not  remove  the  necessity  of  subduing 
again  :  and  a  nation  is  not  governed,  which 
is  perpetually  to  be  conquered.  ^ 

My  next  objection  is  uncertainty.  Ter- 
ror is  not  always  the  effect  of  force ;  and 
an  armament  is  not  a  victory.  If  you  do 
not  succeed,  you  are  without  resource ; 
for,  conciliation  failing,  force  remains;  but, 
force  failing,  no  further  hope  of  recon- 
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ciliatioo  it  left.  Power  and  aathotitj  are 
sometimet  bougbt  by  kindfieet;  bat  they 
can  never  be  begsed  as  almsy  by  an  ioi* 
poveriahed  and  defeated  violence. 

A  further  objection  to  force  is^'thaC  you 
impair  the  object  by  yonr  very  endeavoun 
to  preserve  it.  The  thing  you  fought  for 
Is  not  the  thing  which  you  recover ;  but 
depreciated^  sunk,  wasted,  and  consumed 
in  the  contest.  Nothing  less  will  content 
ne>  than  tohoU  AmerioL,  I  do  not  choose 
to  consume  its  strength  along  with  our 
own ;  because  in  all  parts  it  is  the  British 
strength  that  I  consume.  I  Ao  not  choose 
to  be  caught  by  a  foreign  enemy  at  the 
end  of  this  exhausting  conflict ;  and  still 
less  in  the  midst  of  it.  1  may  escape ;  but 
I  can  make  no  insurance  against  such  an 
event.  Let  me  add,  that  I  do  not  choose 
wholly  to  break  the  American  spirit,  be- 
cause it  is  the  spirit  that  has  made  the 
country. 

Lastly,  we  have  no  sort  of  experience  in 
favour  of  force  as  an  instrument  in  the 
rule  of  our  colonies.  Their  growth  and 
their  utility  has  been  owing  to  methods 
altogether  different.  Our  ancient  indul- 
ffence  has  been  said  to  be  pursued  to  a 
rauh.  It  may  be  so.  But  we  know,  if 
feeling  is  evidence,  that^  our  fitult  was 
more  tolerable  than  our  attempt  to  mend 
it ;  and  our  sin  far  more  salutary  than  our 
penitence.  These,  Sir,  are  my  reasons 
for  not  entertaining  that  high  opinion  of 
untried  force,  by  which  many  gentlemen, 
for  whose  sentiments  in  other  particulars 
I  have  great  respect,  seem  to  be  so  greatly 
captivated.  But  there  is  still  behind  a 
third  consideration  concerning  this  object, 
which  serves  to  determine  my  opinion  on 
the  sort  of  policy  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued in  the  management  of  America,  even 
more  than  its  population  and  its  commerce, 
I  mean  its  temper  and  character. 

In  this  character  of  the  Americans,  a 
love  of  freedom  is  the  predominating 
feature  whicK  marks  and  distinguishes  the 
whole :  and  as  an  ardent  is  always  a  jea^ 
lous  affection,  your  colonies  become  sus- 
picious, restive,  and  untractable,  whenever 
they  see  the  least  attempt  to  wrest  from 
them  by  force,  or  shuffle  from  them  by 
chicane,  what  they  think, the  only  advan- 
tage worth  living  fbr.  This  fierce  spirit 
of  libertv  is  stronger  in  the  English  colo- 
nies probably  than  in  any  other  people  of 
the  earth ;  and  this  from  a  great  variety 
of  powerful  causes ;  which,  to  understand 
the  true  temper  of  their  minds,  and  the 
direction  which  this  spirit  takes,  it  will 
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not  be  aniss  to  laj  open  somewhat  move 
largely. 

First,  die  people  of  the  colonies  are  <b> 
scendants  of  EaglisbmeD.  England,  Sir, 
is  a  nation,  which  still  I  hope  respects,  bmI 
fornserly  adored,  her  fireedom.  The  colo- 
nists emigrated  from  you,  when  tbu  psit 
of  your  character  was  most  predomioast; 
and  they  took  this  bias  and  directioDthe 
monient  they  parted  from  your  handi. 
They  are  therefore  not  only  def  oted  to 
libertv,  but  to  liberty  acceding  to  Eng- 
lish ideas,  and  on  English  princij^es.  Al^- 
stract  liberty,  Uke  other  mere  abstractiooi, 
is  not  to  be  found.  Liberty  inheres  ia 
some  sensiUe  object ;  and  every  aatioo 
has  formed  to  itsdf  sonse  finrourite  poiat, 
which  by  way  of  eminence  becomes  the 
criterion  of  their  happiness.  It  happened, 
you  know,  Sir,  that  the  great  contests  ftr ! 
freedom  in  this  country  were  from  ths. 
earliest  times  chiefly  upon  the  questioD  of 
taxing.  Most  of  the  contests  in  tiie  an- 
cient common-wealths  turned  primarily  oq 
the  right  of  election  of  magistrates ;  oc  oB 
the  balance  among  the  several  orden  of 
the  state.  The  question  of  money  was 
not  with  them  so  immediate.  But  in  Eng- 
land it  was  otherwise.  On  this  point  af 
taxes  the  ablest  pens,  and  most  eloquent 
tongues,  have  been  exerdsed ;  the  grmtest . 
spirits  iKive  acted  and  suffered.  In  orda 
to  give  the  fullest  satisfaction  concerning 
the  importance  of  this  point,  it  was  not 
onlv  necessary  for  those  who  in  argument 
defended  the  excellence  of  the  Engfish 
constitution,  to  insist  on  this  privilege  of 
granting  money  as  a  dry  point  of  iact,  and 
to  prove,  that  the  right  had  been  acknow- 
le^ed  in  ancient  parchments,  and  bliilcl 
usages,  to  reside  in  a  certain  body  called 
a  House  of  Commons.  They  went  inach 
further ;  they  attempted  to  prove,  and 
they  succeeded,  that  m  theory  it  ought  to 
be  so,  from  the  particular  nature  of  a 
House  of  Commons,  as,  an  immediate  re- 
presentative of  the  people;  whether  the 
Ml  records  had  dehveied  this  oracle  or 
not.  They  took  infinite  pains  to  inculcate, 
as  a  fundamental  prinaple,  that,  in  aO 
monarchies,  the  people  must  in  effect 
themselves  mediately  or  immediately  pof- , 
sess  the  power  of  granting  their  own 
money,  or  no  shadow  of  liberty  could  aiih- 
sist.  The  colonies  draw  from  joo,  ai 
with  their  life-blood,  these  ideas  and  prin- 
ciples. Their  love  of  liberty,  as  with  j^ 
fixed  and  attached  on  this  specific  point  of 
taxing.  Liberty  might  be  safe,  or  might 
be  endangered  in  twenty  other  particalarsi 
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iritiioiit  thdr  being  much  pleased  or 
ilarmed.  Here  they  felt  its  poise ;  and  as 
yiey  found  that  beat,  they  thought  them- 
idves  sick  or  sound.  I  do  not  say  whe- 
ther they  were  right  or  wrong  in  applying 
vour  geoenU  argaments  to  their  own  case. 
It  is  Dot  easy  indeed  to  make  a  monopoly 
of  theorems  and  con^aries*  The  fact  is, 
Ifast  they  did  thus  apply  those  general  ar- 
guments; and  your  mode  of  governing 
them,  whether  through  lenity  or  indolence, 
durongh  wisdom  or  mistake,  confirmed 
them  in  the  imagination,  that  they,  as  well 
as  you,  had  an  interest  in  these  common 
princtples. 

They  were  further  confirmed  in  this 
lleasiag  error,  by  the  form  of  their  pro- 
^cial  legislative  asSemUies.  Their  go- 
f ermnents  are  popular  in  a  high  degree ; 
some  are  merely  popular ;  in  all,  the  po- 
pular representative  is  the  most  weighty ; 
and  this  share  of  the  people  in  their  ordi- 
saty  government  never  fails  to  inspire 
Ihrai  with  lofty  sentiments,  and  with  a 
atroDg  aversion  from  whatever  tends  to 
deprive  them  of  their  chief  importance. 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  this  neces- 
ttij  operation  of  the  form  of  government, 
tthgion  would  have  given  it  a  complete 
aflect.  Religion,  always  a  principle  of 
^ergy,  in  this  new  people,  is  no  way  worn 
^t  or  impaired ;  and  their  mode  of  pro- 
fessing it  is  also  one  main  cause  of  this 
iree  spirit  The  people  are  Protestants : 
and  of  that  kind,  which  is  the  most  ad- 
vene to  all  implicit  submission'  of  mind 
-ttd  opinion.  This  is  a  persuasion  not 
'Only  favourable  to  liberty,  but  built  upon 
it>  I  do  not  think.  Sir,  that  the  reason  of, 
this  arerseness  in  the  dissenting  churches 
from  all  that  looks  like  absolute  govem- 
neat  is  so  much  to  be  sought  in  t£eir  re- 

lous  tenets,  as  in  their  history.  Eveiy 
one  Imows  that  the  Roman  Catholic  reh- 
gioD  is  at  least  coeval  with  most  of  the  go- 
vornments where  it  prevails;  that  it  has 
generally  gone  hand  in  hand  with  them ; 
and  received  great  favour  and  every  kind 
^  support  from  authority.  The  church 
of  England  too  was  formed  from  her 
cradle  under  the  nursing  care  of  regular 

Svemment.  But  the  dissenting  interests 
ve  sprung  up  in  direct  opposition  to  all 
^  ordinaiy  powers  of  the  world ;  and 
coidd  justify  that  opposition  only  on  a 
atrtrng  claim  to  natural  liberty.  Their 
^  existence  depended  on  the  powerful 
m  unremitted  assertion  of  that  claim. 
AH  Protestantism,  even  the  most  cold  and 
P^ve,  is  a  sort  of  dissent.    Bat  tbo  re- 


l^ion  most  prevalent  in  oar  northern  co- 
lonies is  a  refinement  on  the  principle  of 
resistance;  it  is  the  diffidence  of  dissent ; 
and  the  Protestantism  of  the  Protestant 
religion.  This  religion,  under  a  variety 
of  denominations,  agreeing  in  nothing  but 
in  the  communion  of  the  spirit  of  liberty^ 
is  predominant  ip  most  of  the  northern 
provinces ;  where  the  church'^  of  England, 
notwithstanding  its  legal  rights,  is  in 
reality  no  more  than  a  sort  of  private  sect, 
not  composing  most  probably  the  tenth  of 
the  people.  The  colonists  left  England 
when  this  spirit  was  high ;  and  in  the  emi- 
grants was  the  highest  of  all :  and  even 
that  stream  of  foreigners,  which  has  been 
constantly  flowing  into  these  colonies,  has, 
for  the  greatest  part,  been  composed  (k 
dissenters  from  the  establishments  of  their 
several  countries,  and  have  brought  with 
them  a  temper  and  character  mr  from 
alien  to  that  of  the  people  with  whom  they  . 
mixed. 

Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their  manner, 
that  some  gentlemen  object  to  the  latitude 
of  this  description;  because  in  the  south- 
em  colonies  the  -church  of  England  forms  ^ 
a  large  body,  and  has  a  regular  establish- 
ment.   It  Is    certainly    true.    There  is 
however  a  circumstance  attending  these 
colonies,  which,  in  my  opinion,  fullv  coun- 
terbalances this  difference,  and  makes  the 
spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and  haughty 
tnan  in  those  to  the  northward.    It  is*  that 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  they  have  a 
vast  multitude  of  slaves.     Where  this  is 
the  case  in  any  part  of  the  world,  those 
who  are  free,  are  by  far  the  nnost  proud 
and  jealous  of  their  nreedom.    Freeaom  is 
to  them  not  only  an  enjoyment,  but  a  kind 
of  rank  and  privilege.    Not  seeing  there, 
that  freedom,  as  in  countries  where  it  is  a 
common  blessing,  and  as  broad  and  gene- 
ral as  the  ajr,  may  be  united  with  much 
abject  toO,  with  great  misery,  with  all  the 
exterior  of  servitude,  liberty  Ipoks,  amongst 
them,  like  something  that  is  more  noble 
and  liberaJ.    I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  to  com- 
mend the  superior  morality  of  this  senti- 
ment, which  has  at  least  as  much  pride  as 
virtue  in  it ;  but  I  cannot  alter  the  nature 
of  man.    The  fact  is  so ;  and  these  people 
of  the  southern  colonies  are  much  more 
strongly,    and  with  a  higher  and   more 
stubborn  spirit,  attached  to  liberty,  than 
those  to  the  northward.    Such  were  all 
the  ancient  commonwealths;  such  were 
our  Gothic  ancestors;  such' in  our  days 
were  the  Poles;  and  such  will  be  all  mas* 
ters  of  slavesi  who  are  not  slaves  them- 
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seWe^  In  such  a  people  the  haughtiness 
of  domination  combines  with  the  spirit  of 
freedom,  fortifies  it»  and  renders  it  in- 
vincible. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  add  another  cjrcum- 
stance  in  our  colonies,  which  contributes 
no  mean  part  towards  the  growth  and  ef- 
fect of  this  untractable  spirit.  I  mean 
their  education.  In  no  country  perhaps 
in  the  world  is  the  law  so  general  a  study. 
The  profession  itself  is  numerous  and 
powerful ;  and  in  most  provinces  it  takes 
tlie  lead.  The  greater  number  of  (he  de- 
puties  sent  to  the  congress  were  lawyers. 
But  all  who  read,  and  most  do  read,  en- 
deavour to  obtain  some  smattering  in  that 
science.  1  have  been  told  by  an  eminent 
bookseller,  that  in  no  branch  of  his  busi- 
ness, after  tracts  of  popular  devotion,  were 
BO  many  books  as  those  on  the  law  export- 
ed Co  the  plantations.  The  colonists  have 
now  fallen  into  the  way  of  printing  them 
for  their  own  use.  I  hear  that  they  have 
sold  nearly  as  many  of  Blackstone's  Com- 
mentaries in  America  as  in  England. 
General  Gage  marks  out  this  disposition 
very  particularly  in  a  letter  on  your  table. 
He  states,  that  all  the  people  in  his  go- 
vernment are  lawyers,  or  smatterers  in 
law;  and  that  in  ISoston  they  have  been 
enabled,  by  successful  chicane,  wholly  to 
evade  many  parts  of  one  of  your  capital 
penal  constitutions.  The  smartness  of  de- 
bate will  say,  that  this  knowledge  ought 
to  teach  them  more  clearly  the  rights  of 
legislature,  their  oblijeations  to  obedience, 
and  the  penalties  of  rebellion.  All  this 
is  "miffhty  well.  But  my  hpn.  and  learned 
friend. on  the  floor  (the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral) who  condesoends  to  mark  wnat  I  say 
for  animadversion,  will  disdain  that  ground. 
He  has  heard,  as  well  as  I,  that  when 
great  honours  and  great  emoluments  do 
not  win  over  this  knowledge  to  the  service 
of  the  state,  it  is  a  formidable  adversary 
to  ffovernnient.  If  the  spirit  be  not  tamed 
and  broken  by  these  happy  methods,  it  is 
stubborn  and  litigious.  Aheunt  studia  in 
mores.  This  study  renders  men  acute,  in- 
quisitive, dexterous,  prompt  in  attack, 
ready  in  defence,  full  of  resources.  In 
other  countries,  the  people,  more  simple, 
and  of  a  less  mercurial  cast,  judge  of  an 
ill  principle  in  government  only  by  an 
actual  grievance;  here  they  anticipate 
the  evil,  and  judge  of  the  pressure  or  the 
grievance  by  the  badness  of  the  principle. 
They  au^ur  misgovemment  at  a  distance ; 
and  snuft  the  approach  of  tyranny  in  every 
tainted  breeze^ 


The  last  cause  of  this  disobedient  spirit 
in  the  colonies  is  hardly  less  powerful  thia 
the  rest,  as  it  is  not  merely  moral,  bat  laid 
deep  in  the  natqral  constitution  of  things 
Three  thousand  miles  of  ocean  liebetweos 
you  and  them.    No  contrivance  can  pi^ 
vent  the  effect  of  this  distance,  in  weaken- 
ing government.    Seas  roll,  and  months 
pass,  between  the  order  and  the  execa* 
tion :  and  the  want  of  a  speedy  explani^ 
fion  of  a  single  point,  is  enough  to  defeat 
a  whole  system.    You  have,  indeed,  winp^j 
ed  ministers  of  vengeance,  who  carry  yi 
bolts  in  their  pounces  to  the    n 
verge  of  the  sea.    But  there  a  power  si 
in,  that  limits  the  arrogance  of  raging  p»»'] 
sions  and  furious  elements,  and  says,  *J  " 
far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther.' 
are  you,  that  should  fret  and  rage, 
bite  the  chains  of  nature  ?   Nothing  woi 
happens  to  you,  than  does  to  all  natioi 
who  have  extensive  empire ;   and  it 
pens  in  all  the  forms  into  which  em] 
can  be  thrown.    In  large  bodies,  the 
eolation  of  power  must  be  less  vigorous 
the  extremities.    Nature  has  said  it.    ~ 
Turk  cannot  govern  Egypt,  and 
and  Curdistan,  as  he  governs  Thrace ; 
has  he  the  same  dominion  in  Crimea 
Algiers,    which    he  has    at    Brusa 
Smyrna.    Despotism  itself  is  obliged 
truck  and  huckster.    The  sultan  gets 
obedience  as  he  can.    He  governs  with 
loose  rein,  that  he  may  govern   at 
and  the  whole  of  the  force  and  vigoor 
his  authority  in  his  centre,  is  derived 
a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  his  boi 
Spain,  in  her  provinces,  is,  perhaps, 
so  well  obeyed,  as  you  are  in  yours, 
complies  too ;  she  submits ;  she 
times.    This  is  the  immutable  condil 
the  eternal  law,  of  extensive  and 
empire. 

Then,     Sir,    from   these    six 
sources ;  of  descent ;   of  form  of  goi 
ment;  of  religion  in  the  northern 
vinces ;  of  manners  in  the  southern ; 
education;  of  the  remoteness  of  siti 
from  the  first  mover  of  government ;  fn 
all  these  causes  a  fierce  spirit  of  ~ 
has  grown   up.    It  ha^  grown  with 
erowth  of  the  people  in  yourcolonies, 
mcreased  with  the  increase  of  their  wealiht 
a  spirit,  that  unhappily  meeting  with 
exercise  of  power  in  England,    wl 
however  lawful,  is  not  reconcileableto 
ideas  of  liberty,  much  less  with  theirs, 
kindled  this  name,  that  is  ready  to  ant^i 
sume  us«- 

I  do  no(  mean  to  commend  either  tbKl 
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ipirit  lo  this  excess,  or  the  moral  causes 
which  prodace  it.  Perhaps  a  more  smooth 
nd  accommodating  spirit  of  freedom  in 
them  would  be  more  acceptable  to  us. 
Ferhaps  ideas  q£  liberty  might  be  desired, 
noore  reconcilable  with  an  arbitrary  and 
boundless  authority.  Perhaps  we  might 
wish  the  colonists  to  be  persuaded,  that 
their  liberty  is  more  secure  when  held  in 
tnut  for  them  by  us  ^  as  their  guardians 
duriDg  a  perpetual  mmority^  than  with 
aoj  part  of  it  in  their  own  nands.  But 
Ihe  question  is,  not  whether  their  spirit 
lioenres  praise  or  blame; — what,  in  the 
anoe of  uod,  shall  we  do  with  it?  You 
live  before  you  the  object ;  such  as  it  is, 
■kh  all  its  glories,  with  all  its  imperfec- 
pBDs  on  its  head.  You  see  the  magnitude ; 
^  importance;  the  temper;  the  habits; 
Ik  disorders.  By  all  these  considerations, 
pe  are  stronglj  urged  to  determine  some- 
ttng  concemmg  it.  We  are  called  upon 
pofiz  some  rule  and  line  for  our  future 
pHidQct,  which  may  give  a  little  stability 
our  politics,  and  prevent  the  return  of 
'  unhappy  deliberations  as  the  present. 
f  such  return  will  bring  the  matter 
^ore  us  in  a  still  more  untractable  form, 
what  astonishing  and  incredible  things 
e  we  not  seea  already  ?  What  mon- 
have  not  been  generated  from  this 
lira!  contention  ?  Whilst  every  prin- 
of  authority  and  resistance  has  been 
upon  both  sides,  as  far  as  it  would 
there  is  nothing  so  solid  and  certain, 
it  in  reasoning  or  in  practice,  that  has 
been  shaken.  Until  very  lately,  all 
iority  in  America  seemed  to  be  nothing 
an  emanation  from  yours.  Even  the 
uiar  part  of  the  colony  constitution 
ived  all  its  activity,  and  its  first  vital 
tnent,  from  the  pleasure  of  the  crown, 
i  thought,  Sir,  that  the  utmost  which 
discontented  colonists  could  do,  was 
disturb  authority;  we  never  dreamt 
could  of  themselves  supply  it ;  know- 
in  general  what  an  operose  business 
%  to  establish  a  government  absolutely 
But  having,  for  our  purposes  in  this 
tion,  resolved,  that  none  but  an 
lent  assembly  should  sit,  the  humours 
the  people  there,  finding  all  passage 
'^gh  the  legal  channel  stopped,  with 

C  violence  broke  out  another  way. 
'  provinces  have  tried  their  experi- 
Jttit,  as  we  have  tried  ours ;  and  theirs 
*i*  succeeded.  They  have  formed  a  go- 
^*nnient  sufficient  for  its  purposes,  with- 
2^ the  bustle  of  a  revolution,  or  the  trou- 
^wme  formality  of  an  election.  Evi- 
[VOL  XVilJ.] 


dent  necessity,  and  tacit  consent,  have 
done  the  business  in  an  instant.  So  well 
they  have  done  it,  that  lord  Dunmore  (the 
account  is  among  the  fragments  on  your 
table^  tells  you,  tha^  the  new  institution 
is  infinitely  better  obeyed  than  the  ancient 
government  ever  was  in  its  most  fortunate 
periods.  Obedience  is  what  makes  go- 
vernment, and  not  the  names  by  which  it 
is  called ;  not  the  name  of  governor,  aa 
formerly,  or  committee,  as^  at  present. 
This  new  government  has  originated  di- 
rectly from  the  peo[^e ;  and  was  not  trans* 
mitted  through  any  of  the  ordinary  artifi- 
cial media  of  a  positive  constitution.  It 
was  not  a  manufacture  ready  formed,  and 
transmitted  to  them  in  that  condition  from 
England.  The  evil  arising  from  hence  ia 
this ;  that  the  colonists  having  once  found 
the  possibility  of  enjoying  the  advantages 
of  order,  in  the  midst  of  a  struggle  for 
liberty,  such  struggles  will  not  hencefor- 
ward seem  so  terrible  to  the  settled  and 
sober  part  of  mankind,  as  they  had  ap- 
pearea  before  the  trial. 

Pursuing  the  same  plan  of  punishing  by 
the  denial  of  the  exercise  of  government  to 
still  greater  lengths,  we  wholly  abrogated  the 
ancient  government  of  Massachuset.  We 
were  confident,  that  the  first  feeling,  if  not 
the  very  prospect  of  anarchy,  would  in- 
stantly enforce  a  complete  "submission* 
The  experiment  was  tried.  A  new,  strange, 
unexpected  face  of  things  appeared.  Anar- 
chy is  found  tolerable.  A  vast  province 
has  now  subsisted,  and  subsisted  m  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  health  and  vigour,  for 
near  a  twelvemonth,  without  governor, 
without  public  council,  without  judges, 
without  executive  magistrates.  How  long 
it  will  continue  in  this  state,  or  what  may 
arise  out  of  this  unheard-of  situation,  how 
can  the  wisest  of  us  conjecture  ?  Our  late 
experience  has  taught  us,  that  many  of 
those  fundamental  principles,  formerly 
believed  infallible,  are  either  not  of  the 
importance  they  were  imagined  to  be ;  or 
that  we  have  not  at  all  adverted  to  some 
other  far  more  important,  and  far  more 
powerful  principles,  which  entirely  over- 
rule those  we  had  considered  as  omnipotent. 
I  am  much  against  further  experiments, 
which  tend  to  put  to  the  proof  any  more 
of  these  allowed  opinions,  which  contri- 
bute so  much  to  the  public  tranquillity. 
In  effect,  we  suffer  as  much  at  home,  by 
this  loosening  of  all  ties,  and  this  concus- 
sion of  all  established  opinions,  as  we  do 
abroad.  For,  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
Americans  have  no  right  to  their  liberties, 
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we  are  every  day  endeaToaring  to  aabvert 
the  maxims  which  preserve  the  whole 
spirit  of  our  own.  To  prove  that  the 
Americans  ought  not  to  be  free,  we  are 
obliged  to  depreciate  the  value  of  freedom 
Itself;  and  we  never  seem  to  gain  a  paltry 
ad?antage  over  them  in  debate,  without 
attacking  some  of  those  princif^esy  or  de- 
riding some  of  those  feelings,  ibr  which 
our  ancestors  have  shed  their  blood. 

But,  Sir^  in  wishing  to  put  an  end  to 
pernicious  experiments,  1  do  not  mean  to 
preclude. the  fullest  enquiry.  Far  from  it. 
Far  from  deciding  on  a  sadden  or  partial 
view,  I  would  patiently  go  round  and 
round  the  subject,  and  survey  it  minutely 
in  every  possible  aspect.  Sir,  if  I  were 
capable  of  engaging  you  to  an  equal  at- 
tention, I  would  state,  that,  as  far  as  I  «m 
capable  of  discerning,  there  are  but  three 
ways  of  proceeding  relative  to  this  stub- 
born spirit,  which  prevails  in  your  colonies 
and  disturbs"  your  government.  These 
are — To  change  that  spirit,  as  inconve- 
nient, by  removing  the  causes.  To  prose- 
cute it  as  criminal.  Or,  to  comply  with  it 
as  necessary.  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  an 
imperfect  enumeration ;  I  can  think  of 
bQt  these  three.  Another  has  indeed  been 
started,  that  of  giving  up  the  colonies; 
but  it  met  so  slieht  a  reception,  that  I  do 
not  think  myseli  obliged  to  dwell  a  great 
while  upon  it.  It  is  nothing  but  a  little 
sally  of  anger,  like  thefrowardness  of  pee- 
vish children,  who,  when  they  cannot  get 
all  they  would  have,  are  rescMved  to  take 
nothing. 

The  first  of  these  plans^  to  change  the 
spirit  as  inconvenient,  by  removing  the 
causes,  I  think  is  the  most  like  a  system- 
atic proceeding.  It  is  radical  in  its  prin- 
ciple ;  but  it  IS  attended  with  great  diffi- 
culties, some  of  them  little  short,  as  I  con- 
ceive, of  impossibilities.  This  will  appear 
by  examining  into  the  plans  which  have 
been  proposed. 

As  the  growing  population  of  the  colo- 
nies is  evidently  one  cause  of  their  resist- 
ance, it  was  last  session  mentioned  in  both 
Houses,'  by  men  of  weight,  and  received 
not  without  applause,  tiiat,  in  order  to 
check  this  evil,  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
crown  to  make  no  further  grants  of  land. 
But  to  this  scheme  there  are  two  objections. 
The  first,  that  there  is  already  so  mudi 
unsettled  land  in  private  hands,  as  to 
afford  room  for  an  immense  future  popula- 
tion, although  the  crown  not  only  withheld 
its  grants,  but  annihilated  its  soil.  If  this 
be  the  case,  then  the  only  effect  of  this 


avarice  of  desdIatioD,  tins  hoardingsft 
roval-wildemesB,  would  be  to  caiie  the 
value  of  the  posacutions  in  the  bands  of 
the  great  private  monopolisti,  without  mj 
adequate  check  to  the  growing  and  alaoh 
ing  misdhief  of  population. 

But  if  you  stopped  your  grants,  wbil 
would  be  the  consequence  P  The  people 
would  occupy  without  grants.  They  hare 
already  so  occupied  in  many  pkdces.  Yon 
cannot  station  garrisons  in  every  part  d 
these  deserts.  If  you  drive  the  peo^ 
from  one  place,  they  will  carry  on  tUi 
annual  tillage,  and  remove*  with  tha 
flocks  and  herds  to  another.  Many  of  th 
people  in  the  back  settlements  are  already 
little  attached  to  particular  situation 
Alreadj^  they  have  t<^ped  the  Apakdni 
mountains.  From  thence  they  behoU  ha 
fore  them  an  immense  plain,  one  vl^ 
rich,  level  meadow ;  a  square  of  five  htn 
dred  miles.  Over  this  they  would  wanddj 
without  a  possibility  of  restraint;  thq 
would  change  their  manners  with  fk 
habits  of  their  life ;  would  soon  for^  \ 
government,  by  which  they  were  disovnei 
would  become  hordes  of  English  Tartai^ 
and,  pouring  down  upon  ^our  unfortili^ 
frontiers  a  fierce  and  irresistible  ca^ 
become  masters  of  your  governors  m 
your  counsellors,  your  c»llecton  ad 
comptrollers,  and  of  all  the  slaves  tfal 
adhered  to  them.  Such  would,  and,  i 
no  long  time,  must  be,  the  effisct  of  i 
tempting  to  forbid  as  a  crime,  and  to  nf 
press  as  an  evil,  the  command  and  fa^ 
ing  of  Providence,  "  Increase  and  m 
tiply."  Such  would  be  the  happy  im 
of  an  endeavour  to  keep  as  a  lair  of  n| 
beasts,  that  earth,  which  God,  b]^  an  d 
press  charter,  has  given  to  the  cnudroij 
men.  Far  different,  and  surely  dm 
wiser,  has  been  our  policy  hitherto.  S 
therto  we  have  invited  our  people  I 
every  kind  of  bounty,  fo  fixed  estabfii 
ments.  We  have  invited  the  husbandflj 
to  look  to  authority  for  his  title.^  « 
have  taught  him  piously  to  believe  ia  li 
mysterious  virtile  of  wax  and  parchm^ 
We  have  thrown  each  tract  of  land,  ^ 
was  peopled,  into  districts ;  that  the  rnj 
power  should  never  bewholly out ofsigP 
We  have  settled  all  we  could ;  and  t 
have  carefully  attended  every  settleioci 
with  government. 

/  Adhering,  Sir,  as  I  do,  to  this  ^ 
as  well  as  for  the  reasons  I  have  ^ 
given,  I  think  this  new  project  of  be4g^ 
in  population  to  be  neither  prudeot  M 
practicable. 
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To  impoverUi  the  colonies  in  general, 
and  ID  pfliticular  to  arrest  the  noble  course 
of  their  marine  enterprises,  would  be  a 
voie  easy  task.  I  freely  confess  it.  We 
hare  dievrn  a  disposition  to  a  system  of 
this  kind ;  a  disposition  even  to  continue 
the  restraint  afler  the  offence ;  looking  on 
oorselTes  as  rivals  to  our  colonies,  and 
persuaded  that  of  course  we  must  gain 
sH  that  they  shall  lose.  Much  uiischief 
ve  may  certainly  do.  The  power  inade* 
rate  to  all  other  things  is  often  more 
ttan  sufficient  for  this.  I  do  not  look  on 
the  direct  and  immediate  power  of  the 
colonies  to  resist  oor  violence,  as  very 
ftnnidable.  In  this,  howerer,  I  may  be 
aurtsken.  But  when  I  consider,  that  we 
have  colonies  for  no  purpose  but  to  be 
Krviceable  to  us,  it  seems  to  my  poor  un- 
derstanding a  little  preposterous,  to  make 
them  unserviceable,  in  order  to  keep  them 
ibedient  It  is,  in  truth,  nothing  more 
ttan  the  old,  and,  as  I  thought,  exploded 

Clem  of  tyranny,  which  proposes  to 
^  its  subjects  mto  submission.  But 
lenieniber,  when  you  have  completed  your 
tjHtem  of  impoverishment,  that  nature 
w  proceeds  in  her  ordinary  course ;  that 
idkcoDtent  will  increase  with  misery ;  and 
ftat  there  are  critical  moments  in  the  for- 
tone  of  all  states,  when  they  who  are  too 
|teak  to  contribute  to  your  prosperity, 
iHy  be  strong  enough  to  complete  your 
^tin.  Spokatis  arma  supersunt. 
^The  temper  and  character,  which  pre* 
^  in  our  colonies,  are,  I  am  afraid,  un- 
by  any  human  art.  We  cannot, 
fear,  ftlsify  the  pedigree  of  this  fierce 
>le,  and  persuaae  them  that  they  are 
mwut  trom  a  nation,  in  whose  veins 
dIooo  of  freedom  circulates.  The 
^Bguage  in  which  they  would  hear  you 
Ml  them  thia  tale,  would  detect  the  im* 
[(Mtioir;  your  npeech  would  betray  you. 
I^Englisbman  is  the  uhfittest  person  on 
pth  to  argue  another  Englishman  into 

L  1  think  it  is  nearly  as  little  in  our  power 
|1o  change  their  republican  religion,  as 
l^eir  ftee  descent;  or  to  substitute  the 
[^onm  Catholic,  as  a  penalty;  or  the 
idmrdi  of  En^nd,  as  an  improvement, 
/be  mode  of  mqoisition  and  dragooning 
*8oing  out  of  fashion  in  the  old  world ; 
^MI  should  not  confide  much  to  their 
[^cacy  in  the  new.  The  education  of 
ll*  Aooericana  is  also  on  the  same  unalte- 
jWe  bottom  with  their  rdigion.  You 
^J>^  persuade  diem  to  bum  their  books 
QCcaiioos  sdenoe;  to  banish  their  law- 


yers  from  the  courts  of  law ;  or  to  quench 
the  lights  of  their  assemblies,  by  refusion 
to  choose  those  persons  who  are  best  read 
in  their  privileges.  It  would  be  no  less 
impracti€»d>le  to  think  of  wholly  annihi- 
lating the  popular  assemblies,  in  which 
these  lawyers  sit.  The  array,  by  which 
we  must  govern  in  their  place,  would  be, 
fiir  more  chargeable  to  us ;  not  quite  so 
effectual;  and  perhaps,  in  the  end,  full  as 
difficult  to  be  kept  in  obedience. 

With  regard  to  the  high  aristocratic 
spirit  of  Virginia  and  the  southern  colo- 
nies, it  has  TOcn  proposed,  I  know,  to  re- 
duce it,  by  declaridff  a  general  enfran- 
chisement of  their  slaves.  This  project 
has  had  its  advocates  and  panegyrists ;  yet 
I  never  could  argue  myself  intc^  any  opi- 
nion of  it.  Slaves  are  often  much  at* 
tached  to  their  masters.  A  general  wild 
offer  of  liberty  would  not  always  be  ac- 
cepted. History  furnishes  few  instances 
of  it.  It  is  sometimes  as  hard  to  persuade 
slaves  to  be  firee,  as  it  is  to  compel  free- 
men to  be  slaves ;  and  in  this  auspicious 
scheme,  we  should  have  both  these  pleas- 
ing tasks  on  our  hands  at  once.  But  when 
we  talk  of  enfranchisement,  do  we  not 
perceive  that  the*  American  master  may 
enfranchise  too;  and  arm  servile  hanib 
in  defence  of  freedom?  A  measure  to 
which  other  people  have  had  recourse 
more  than  once,  and  not  without  success, 
in  a  desperate  situation  of  their  affiiirs. 

Slaves  as  these  unfortunate  black  peo- 
ple are,  and  dull  as  all  men  are  from 
slavery,  must  they  not.  a  little  suspect  the 
ofier  of  freedom  from  that  very  nation 
which  has  sold  them  to  their  present  mas- 
ters? From  that  nation,  one  of  whose 
causes  of  quarrel  with  those  masters,  is 
their  refusal  to  deal  any  more  in  that  in- 
human traffic  ?  An  offer  of  freedom  from 
England,  would  come  rather  oddly,  shipped 
to  them  in  an  African  vessel,  which  is  re- 
fused an  entry  into  the  ports  of  Virginia 
or  Carolina,  with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred 
Angola  negroes.  It  would  be  curious  to 
see  the  Guinea  captain  attempting  at  the 
same  instant  to  publish  his  proclamation 
of  liberty,  and  to  advertise  his  sale  of 
slaves. 

But  let  us  suppose  all  these  moral  diffi- 
culties got  over.  The  ocean  remains. 
You  cannot  pump  this  dry;  and  as  long 
as  it  continues  in  its  present  bed,  so  long 
all  the  causes  which  weaken  authority  by 
distance  will  continue.  **  Ye  gods,  anni- 
hilate but  space  and  time,  and  make  two 
lovers  happy  I"— was  a  pious  and  pas- 
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sionate  prajer;— -bat  juBt  as  reasonable, 
as  many  of  the  serious  wishes  of  very 
grave  and  solemn  politicians. 

If  then,  Sir,  it  seems  almost  desperate 
to  think  of  any  alterative  course,  for 
changing  the  moral  causes  fand  not  quite 
easy  to  >emove  the  natural)  which  pro- 
duce prejudices  irreconcilable  to  the  late 
exercise  of  our  authority;  but  that  the 
spirit  infallibly  will  continue;  and,  con* 
tmuing,  will  produce  such  effects,  as  now 
embarrass  us;  the  second  mode  under 
consideration  is,  to  prosecute  that  spirit 
in  its  overt  acts,  as  criminaL 

At  this  proposition,  I  must  pause  a  mo- 
ment. The  thing  seecns  a  great  deal  too 
big  for  my  ideas  of  jurisprudence.  It 
should  seem,  to  my  way  of  conceiving 
such  matters,  that  there  is  a  very  wide 
difference  in  reason  and  policy,  between 
the  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  irregular 
conduct  of  scattered  individuals,  or  even 
of  bands  of  men,  who  disturb  order  within 
the  state,  and  the  civil  dissentions  which 
may,  from  time  to  time,  on  great  ques- 
tions, agitate  the  several  communities 
which  compose  a  great  empire.  It  looks 
to  me  to  be  narrow  and  pedantic,  to  apply 
the  ordinary  ideas  of  criminal  justice  to 
this  great  public  contest.  I  do  not  know 
the  method  of  drawing  up  an  indictment 
against  a  whole  people.  I  cannot  insult 
and  ridicule  the  feelings  of  millions  of  my 
fellow  creatures^  as  sir  Edward  Coke  in- 
sulted one  excellent  individual  (sir  Walter 
Raleigh)  at  the  bar.*  I  am  not  ripe  to 
pass  sentence  on  the  gravest  public  bodies, 
entrusted  with  magistracies  of  ereat  au- 
thority and  dignity,  and  charged  with  the 
safety  of  their  fellow  citizens,  upon  the 
very  same  title  that  I  am.  I  really  think, 
that  for  wise  men  this  is  not'  judicious ; 
for  sober  men,  not  decent;  for  minds 
tinctured  with  humanity,  not  mild  and 
merciful. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  am  mistaken  in  my  idea 
of  an  empire,  as  distinguished  from  a 
single  state  or  kingdom.  But  my  idea  of 
it  is  this ;  that^an  empire  is  the  aggregate 
of  many  states  under  one  common  head ; 
whether  this  head  be  a  monarch,  or  a  pre- 
siding republic.  It  does,  in  such  consti- 
tutions, frequently  happen  (and  nothing 
but  the  dismal,  cold,  dead  uniformity 
of  servitude  can  prevent  its  happening) 
that  the  subordinate  parts  have  many  load 
privileges  and  immunities.  Between  these 
privileges,  and  the  supreme  common  au- 


*  See  HeweU's  State  Trials,  vol.  S,  p.  7,  et  seq. 


thority,  the  line  may  be  extremely  nice. 
Of  course  disputes,  often  too  very  bitter 
disputes,  and  much  iU  blood,  will  arise. 
But  though  every  privilege  is  an  exemp- 
tion (in  the  case)  from  the  ordinary  ex- 
ercbe  of  the  supreme  autliority,  it  is  no 
denial  of  it.     Tne   claim  of  a  privilege 
seems  rather  ex  vi  termini^  to  imply  a  su- 
perior power.   For  to  talk  of  the  privileges 
of  a  state  or  of  a  person,  who  has  no  su- 
perior, is  hardly  any  better  than  speaking 
nonsense.      Kow,    in   such    unfortunate 
quarreis,  among  the  component  parts  of  a 
great  political  union  of  communities,  1  can 
scarcely  conceive  any  thing  more  com- 
pletely imprudent,  than  for  the  bead  of  the 
empire  to  insist,  that,  if  any  privilege  m 
pleaded  against  his  will,  or  his  acts,  that 
nis  whole  authority  is  denied ;  instantly  to 
proclaim  rebellion,  to  beat  to  arms,  and  to 
put  the  offending  provinces  under  the  baa. 
Will  not  this,  Sir,  very  soon  teach  the 
provinces  to  make  no  distinctions  on  their 
part  ?  Will  it  not  teach  them  that  the  go- 
vernment, against  which  a  claim  of  liberty 
is  tantamouut  to  high  treason,  is  a  govern* 
ment  to  which  submission  is  equivalent  to 
slavery  ?  It  may  not  always  be  quite,  con- 
venient to  impr^  dependent  communitiei 
with  such  an  idea. 

We  are  indeed,  in  all  disputes  with  the 
colonies,  by  the  necessity  of  things,  the 
judge.  It  is  true,  Sir.  But  I  confess, 
that  the  character  of  judge  in  my  own 
cause,  is  a  thing  that  mghtens  me.  In- 
stead of  filling  me  with  pride,  1  am  ex- 
ceedingly humbled  by  it.  I  cannot  pro- 
ceed with  a  stem,  assured,  judicial  confi- 
dence, until  I  find  mvself  in  something 
more  like  a  judicial  character.  I  most 
have  these  hesitations  as  long  as  1  am 
compelled  to  recollect,  th^t;  in  my  littk 
reading  upon  such  contests  as  these^  the 
sense  of  mankind  has,  at  least,  as  often 
decided  against  the  superior  as  tlie  subor- 
dinate power.  Sir,  let  me  add  toe,  thsC 
the  opmion  of  my  having  some  abotrad 
right  m  my  favour  would  not  put  me  muck 
at  my  ease  in  passine  sentence ;  unless  I 
couldbe sure,  that  there  were  no  rigliti 
which,  in  their  exercise  under  certain 
circumstances,  were  not  the  moat  odious 
of  all  wrongs,  and  the  most  yezatious 
of  all  injustice.  Sir,  these  considerations 
have  great  weight  with  me,  whea  I  find 
things  so  circumstanced,  that  I  see  the 
same  party,  at  once  a  civil  litigant  against 
me  in  point  of  right,  and  a  cmprit  before 
me;  while  I  sit  as  criminal  judge,  on 
acts  of  his,  whose  moisl  qmdity  is  to  b« 
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decided  upon  the  niftrits  of  that  very  liti- 
gation. Men  are  every  now  and  then 
put,  by  the  complexity  of  human  affisiirsy 
mto  strange  situations ;  but  justice  is  the 
same,  let  the  judge  be  in  what  situation 
he  will. 

There  is.  Sir,  also  a  circumstance  which 
GOD?ince$  me,  that  this  mode  of  criminal 
proceeding  is  not  (at  least  in  the  present 
itage  of  our  contest)  altogether  expe- 
dieot ;  which  is  nothing  less  than  the  con- 
duct of  those  very  persons  who  have 
seemed  to  adowit  that  mode,  by  lately  de- 
daring  a  rdielJion  in  Massachuset's  Bay, 
ai  they  had  formerly  addressed  to  have 
tiaitore  brought  hither  under  an  Act  of 
Henry  8,  for  trial.  For  though  rebellion 
is  declared,  it  is  not  proceeded  against  as 
nch;  nor  have  any  steps  befen  taken  to- 
vaidsthe  apprehension  or  conviction  of 
SBj  individual  offender,  either  on  our  late 
or  our  former  address ;  but  modes  of  public 
coercion  have  been  adopted,  and  such  as 
have  much  more  resemblance  to  a  sort  of 
qaali6ed  hostility  towards  an  independent 
pover  than  the  punishment  of  rebellious 
nbjects.  All  this  seems  rather  incon- 
nstent;  but  it  shews  how  difBcuit  it  is  to 
apply  iliese  juridical  ideas  to  our  present 
case. 

In  this  situation,  let  us  seriously  and 
coolly  ponder.  What  is  it  we  have  got  by 
all  our  menaces,  which  have  been  many 
md  ferocious  ?  What  advantage  have  we 
derived  from  the  penal  laws  we  have 
passed,  and  which,  for  the  time,  have  been 
Kvere  and  numerous  ?  What  advances 
bave  we  made  towards  our  object,  by  the 
tending  of  a  force,  which,  by  land  and 
>ea,  18  no  contemptible  strength  ?  Has  the 
disorder  abated  ?  Nothing  less. — When  I 
Ke  things  in  this  situation,  after  such  con- 
fident hopes,  bold  promises,  and  active  ex- 
^ions,  I  cannot,  for  my  life,  avoid  a  sus- 
picion, that  the  plan  itself  is  not  correctly 
'igbt 

If  then  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  this 
spirit  of  American  liberty  be,  for  the 
^^eater  part,  or  rather  entirely,  imprac- 
^icsd)le ;  if  the  ideas  of  criminal  process 
be  inapplicable,  or,  if  applicable,  are  in 
tbe  highest  degree  inexpedient*  what 
**y  yet  remains  ?  No  way  is  open,  but 
the  ^ird  and  Uist — to  comply  with  the 
American  spirit  as  necessary ;  or,  if  you 
Please  to  submit  to  it,  as  a  necessary  evil. 

If  we  adopt  this  mode ;  if  we  mean  to 
conciliate  and  concede;  let  us  see  of 
what  nature  the  concession  ought  to  be : 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  our  concession^ 


we  must  look  at  their  complaint.  The  co- 
lonies complain,  that  they  have  not  the 
characteristic  mark  and  seal  of  British 
freedom.  They  complain,  that  they  are 
taxed  in  a  parliament,  in  which  they  are 
not  represented.  If  you  mean  to  satisfy 
them  at  all,  you  must  satisfy  them  with 
regard  to  this  complaint.  If  you  mean  to 
please  any  people,  you  must  give  them 
the  boon  which  they  ask ;  not  what  you 
may  think  better  for  them,  but  of  a  kind 
totally  different.  Such  an  act  may  be  a 
wise  regulation,  but  it  is  no  concession ; 
whereas  our  present  theme  is  the  mode  of 
giving  satisfaction. 

Sir,  I  think  you  must  perceive,  that  I 
am  resolved  this  day  to  have  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  the  question  of  the  right  of 
taxation.  Some  gentlemen  startle—- but  it 
is  true :  I  put  it  totally  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  less  than  nothing  in  my  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  indeed  wonder,  nor 
will  you.  Sir,  that  gentlemen  of  profound 
learning  are  fond  of  displaying  it  on  this 
profound  subject.  But  my  consideration 
is  narrow,  confined,  and  wholly  iiniited  to 
the  policy  of  the  question.  I  do  not  exa- 
mine, whether  the  giving  away  a  man's 
money  be  a  power  excepted  and  reserved 
out  of  the  general  trust  of  government ; 
and  how  far  all  mankind,  in  all  forms  of 
polity,  are  entitled  to  an  exercise  of  that 
right  by  the  charter  of  nature.  Or  ^'he- 
ther,  on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxation 
is  necessarily  involved  in  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  legislation,  and  inseparable  from 
the  ordinary  supreme  power.  These  are 
deep  questions,  where  great  names  militate 
against  each  other ;  where  reason  is  per- 
plexed ;  and  an  appeal  to  authorities  only 
thickens  the  confusion.  For  high  and  re- 
verend authorities  lift  up  their  heads  on 
both  sides;  and  ther^  is  no  sure  footing 
in  the  middle.  This  point  is  the  **  great 
Serboniao  bog,  betwixt  Damiata  and 
Mount  Casius  old,  where  armies  whole 
have  sunk,"  I  do  not  intend  to  be  over- 
whelmed in  that  bog,  though  in  such  re- 
spectable company.  The  question  #ith 
me  is,  not  whether  you  have  a  right  to 
render  your  people  miserable;  but  whe- 
ther it  IS  not  your  interest  to  make  them 
happy.  It  is  not,  what  a  lawyer  tells  me, 
I  may  do ;  but  what  humanity,  reason,  and 
justice,  tell  me,  I  ought  to  do.  Is  a  poli- 
tic act  the  worse  for  being  a  generous  one? 
Is  no  concession  proper,  but  that  which  is 
made  from  your  want  of  right  to  keep 
what  you  grant  ?  Or  does  it  lessen  the 
grace  or  dignity  of  relaxing  in  the  exercise 


607] 


15  GEORGE  III. 


Debate  on  Mr,  Burke^s  Resolutions 


[SOS 


of  an  odious  daiin,  biscause  you  have 
your  evidence-room  full  of  titles,  and  your 
magazines  stuffed  with  arms  to  enforce 
them  ?  What  signify  all  those  titles,  and 
all  those  arms  ?  Of  what  avail  are  they, 
when  the  Reason  of  the  thing  tells  me,  that 
the  assertion  of  my  title  is  the  loss  of  my 
iuit;  and  that  I  could  do  nothing  but 
wound  myself  by  the  use  of  my  own 
weapons. 

Such  is  stedfastly  my  opinion  of  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  keeping  up  the  concord 
of  this  empire  by  a  unity  of  spirit,  though 
in  a  diversity  of  operations,  that,  if  I  were 
sure  the  colonists  had,  at  their  leaving  this 
country,  sealed  a  regular  compact  of  ser- 
vitude; that  Uiey  had  solemnly  abjured  all 
the  rights  of  citisens ;  that  they  had  made 
a  vow  to  renounce  all  ideas  of  liberty  for 
them  and  their  posterity,  to  all  generations, 
yet  I  should  hold  myself  obliged  to  con- 
form to  the  temper  I  found  universally 
prevalent  in  my  own  day,  and  to  govern 
two  million  of  men,  impatient  of  servitude, 
on  the  principles  of  freedom.  I  am  not 
determining  a  point  of  law ;  I  am  restoring 
tranquillity ;  and  the  general  character  and 
situation  of  a  people  must  determine  what 
sort  of  government  is^  fitted  for  them. 
That,  point  nothing  else  can  or  ought  to 
determine. 

My  idea  therefore,  without  considering 
whether  we  yield  as  matter  of  right,  or 
grant  «s  matter  of  favour,  is  to  admit  the 
people  of  oureoltmies  into  an  interest  in  the  ' 
constitution  ;  and,  by  recording  that  ad- 
mission in  the  journals  of  parliament,  to 
give  them  as  strong  an  assurance  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing  will  admit,  that  we  mean 
for  ever  to  adhere  to  that  solemn  declara- 
tion of  systematic  indulgence. 

-Some  years  ago,  the  repeal  of  a  Revenue 
Act,  upon  its  understood  principle,  might 
have  served  to  shew,  that  we  intended  an 
unconditional  abatement  of  the  exercise  of 
a  taxing  power.  Such  a  measure  was 
then  sumcient  to  remove  all  suspicion,  and 
to  give  perfect  content.  But  unfortunate 
events,  since  that  time,  may  make  some- 
thing further  necessary ;  and  not  more  ne- 
cessary for  the  satisfaction  of  the  colonies, 
than  for  the  dignity  and  consistency  of 
our  own  future  proceedings. 

I  have  taken. a  very  incorrect  measure 
of  the  disposition  of  the  House,  if  this  pro-. 

Sosal  in  itself  would  be  received  with  dis- 
ke.  1  think.  Sir,  we  have  few  American 
financiers.  But  our  misfortune  is,  we  are 
too  acute;  we  are  too  exquisite  in  our 
coDjectores  of  the  fiiturei  for  men  oppress* 


ed  with  such  great  and  present  evils.  The 
more  moderate  among  the  opp(Mers  of  par- 
liamentary concession  freely  confess,  that 
they  hope  no  ffood'from  taxation ;  but  thej 
apprehend  the  colonists  have  further 
views ;  and  if  this  point  were  conceded, 
they  would  instantly  attack  the  trade  laws. 
These  gentlemen  are  convinced,  that  this 
was  the  intention  from  the  beginning;  and 
the  quarrel  of  the  Americans  with  taxation 
was  no  more  than  a  cloak  and  cover  to 
this  design.  Such  has  been  the  language 
even  of  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Rice)  of  rnl 
moderation,  and  of  a  natural  temper  so 
well  adjusted  to  fair  and  equal  govern- 
ment. I  am,  however.  Sir,  not  a  little 
surprised  at  this  kind  of  discourse,  whea- 
ever  I  hear  it:'  and  I  am  the  more  sor^ 

r'ised,  on  account  of  the  arguments  wludi 
constantly  find  in  company  with  it,  and 
which  are  often  urged  firom  the  same 
moutha,  and  on  the  same  day. 

For  instance,  when  we  allege,  that  it  is 
against  reason  to  tax  a  people  under  so 
many  restraints  in  trade  as  the  Americans, 
the  noble  lord  ( North)  in  the  blue  ribband 
shall  tell  you,  that  the  restraints  on  trade 
are  futile  and  useless ;  of  no  advantage  to 
us,  and  of  no  burthen  to  those  on  whom 
they  are  imposed ;  that  the  tr^de  to  Ame- 
rica is  not  secured  by  the  Acts  of  Naviga- 
tion, but  by  the  natural  and  irresistible  ad- 
vantage of  a  commercial  preference. 

Such  is  the  merit  of  the  trade  laws  in 
this  posture  of  the  debate.  But  when 
strong  internal  circumstances  are  urged 
against  the  taxes :  when  the  scfaeaie  is 
dissected ;  when  experience  and  the  na- 
ture of  things  are  brought  to  prove,  and 
do  prove,  the  utter  impossibility  of  ob« 
taining  an  effective  revenue  from  the  co- 
lonies ;  when  these  things  are  pressed,  or 
rather  press  themselves,  so  as  to  drive  the 
advocates  of  colony  taxes  to  a  clear  ad» 
mission  of  the  futility  of  the  acheme ; 
then.  Sir,  the  sleeping  trade  lawa  revive 
from  their  trance ;  and  this  useless  taxa- 
tion is  to  be  kept  sacred,  not  for  its  own 
sake,  but  as  a  counter-guard  and  security 
of  the  laws  of  trade. 

Then,  Sir,  you  keep  up  revenue  laws 
which  are  mischievous,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve trade  *laws  that  are  useless.  Such  is 
the  wisdom  of  our  plan  in  both  its  membeis. 
They  are  separately  given  up  as  of  no 
value,  and  yet  one  is  always  to  be  defend- 
ed for  the  sake  of  the  other.  But  I  can- 
not agree  with  the  noble  lord,  nor  with 
the  pamphlet  from  whence  he  aeems  to 
have  borrowed^these  ideas^ooDcemiDg  the 
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inutility  of  the  trade  lawt.  For  without 
idolizing  them,  I  am  sure  they  are  Btill,  in 
nany  ways,  of  great  use  to  us;  and  in 
fonnfer  times,  they  have  been  of  ^e 
greatest.  They  do  confine,  and  they  do 
greatly  narrow,  the  market  for  the  Ame- 
ricans. But  my  perfect  conviction  of  this 
does  not  help  me  in  the  least  to  discern 
bow  the  revenue  laws  form  any  security 
whatsoever  to  the  commercial  regulations; 
or  that  these  commercial  regulations 
are  the  true  ground  of  the  quarrel ;  or, 
that  the  giving  way  in  any  one  instance  of 
aothority,  is  to  loise  all  that  may  remain 
uDcoQceded. 

One  fact  is  clear  and  indisputable.  The 
public  and  avowed  origin  of  this  ouarrel 
was  on  taxation.  This  quarrel  has  mdeed 
broagfat  on  new  disputes  on  new  ques- 
tions; but  certainly  the  least  bitter  and 
the  fewest  of  all»  on  trade  laws.  To  judge 
which  of  the  two  be  the  real  radical  cause 
of  qoarrel,  we  have  to  see  whether  the 
commercial  dispute  did,  in  order  of  time, 
precede  the  dispute  on  taxation  ?  There 
»  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  for  it.  Next, 
to  enable  us  to  judge  whether  at  this  mo- 
BKDta  dislike  to  Uie  trade  laws  be  the 
real  cause  of  quarrel,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
owarytoput  the  taxes  out  of  the  ques- 
tion by  a  repeal.  See  how  the  Amencans 
act  in  this  position,  and  then  you  will  be 
able  to  discern  correctly  what  is  the  true 
object  of  the  controversy,  or  whether  any 
controversy  at  all  will  remain  ?  Unless  you 
coottDt  to  remove  this  cause  of  difference, 
it  is  impossible,  with  decency,  to  assert  that 
the  dispute  is  not  upon  what  it  is  avowed 
to  be.  And  I  would.  Sir,  recommend  to 
your  serious  consideration,  whether  it  be 
prudent  to  form  a  rule  for  punishing  peo- 
ple, not  on  their  own  acts,  but  on  your 
conjectures  \  Surely  it  is  preposterous  at 
^  very  best.  It  is  not  justifying  your 
^er,  by  their  misconduct ;  but  it  is  con- 
verting your  ill-will  into  their  delinquency. 

But  the  colonies  will  go  further.^ 
Alasi  alas!  when  will  this  speculatinff 
against  fact  and  reason  end  ?  What  will 
quiet  these  panic  fears  which  we  entertain 
of  the  hostile  effisct  of  the  conciliatory 
<!ODduct?  Is  it  true,  that  no  case  can 
ttiit,  in  which  it  is  proper  for  the  sove- 
reign to  accede  to  the  aesires  of  his  dis- 
contented subjecU  ?  Is  there  any  thing 
P^iar  in  this  case,  to  make  a  rule  for  it- 
f^^  Is  all  authority  of  course  lost,  when 
tt  is  not  pushed  to  the  extreme  ?  Is  it  a 
^ftain  maxim,  that,  the  fewer  causes  of 
^tisfaction  are  left  by  government,  the 
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VBore  the  subject  will  be  inclined  to  resiA 
and  rebel  ? 

All  these  objections  bdng  in  fact  mo 
more  than  suspicions,  conjectures,  divina^ 
tions,  formed  in  defiance  of  fact  and  expe* 
rience;  they  did  not.  Sir,  discourage  me 
from  entertaining  the  idea  of  %  conciliatory 
concession,  founded  on  the  principlea 
which  I  have  just  stated. 

In  forming  a  plan  for  this  purpose,  I 
endeavoured  to  put  myself  in  that  frame 
of  mind,  which  was  the  most  natural,  and 
the  most  reasonable ;  and  which  was  cer- 
tainly the  most  probable  means  of  securing 
me  from  all  error.  I  set  out  with  a  per- 
fect distrust  of  my  own  abilities ;  a  total 
renunciation  of  every  speculation  of  my 
own ;  and  with  a  profound  reverence  for 
the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who  have 
left  us  the  inheritance  of  so  happy  a  con<» 
stitution,  and  so  flourishing  an  empire, 
and  what  is  a  thousand  times  more  valua- 
ble, the  treasury  of  the  maxims  and  prin« 
ciples  which  formed  the  one,  and  obtained 
the  other. 

During  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Spain 
of  the  Austrian  family,  whenever  they 
were  at  a  loss  in  the  Spanish  councils,  it 
was  common  for  their  statesmen  to  say,  that 
they  ought  to  consult  the  genius  of  rhilip 
the  2nd.  The  genius  of  JPhilip  the  2na 
might  mislead  them ;  and  the  issue  of  their 
amrs  shewed,  that  they  had  not  chosen 
the  most  perfect  standard.  But,  Sir,  I 
am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  misled,  when» 
in  a  case  of  constitutional  difficulty,  I  con- 
sult th^  genius  of  the  English  constitution. 
Consulting  at  that  qracle  (it  was  with  all 
due  humility  and  piety  \  I  found  four  ca- 
pital examples  in  a  similar  case  before  'me : 
those  of  Ireland,  Wales,  Chester,  and 
Durham. 

Ireland,  before  the  English  conquest, 
though  never  governed  by  a  despotic 
power,  had  no  parliament.  How  far  the 
English  parliament  itself  was  at  that  time 
roodellea  according  to  the  present  form,  is 
disputed  among  antiquaries.  But  we  have 
all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  assured, 
that  a  form  of  parliament,  such  as  Eng- 
land then  emoyed,  she  instantly  commu- 
nicated to  Ireland :  and  we  are  equally 
sure  that  almost  every  successive  improve- 
ment in  constitutional  liberty,  as  fast  as  it 
was  made  here,  was  transmitted  thither. 
The  feudal  baronage,  and  the  feudal 
knighthood,  the  roots  of  our  primitive  con- 
stitution, were  early  transplanted  into  that 
SQil ;  and  grew  and  flourisned  there.  Mag- 
na Charta,  if  it  did  not  give  ua  original^ 
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the  House  of  Commons,  gave  us  at  least 
a  House  of  Commons  of  weight  and  con- 
sequence. But  your  ancestors  did  not 
churlishly  sit  down  alone  to  the  feast  of 
Magna  Charta.  Ireland  was  made  im- 
mediately a  partaker.  This  benefit  of 
English  laws  and  liberties,  I  confess,  was 
not  at  first  extended  to  all  Ireland.  Mark 
the  consequence.  English  authority  and 
English  liberty  had  exactly  the  same 
boundaries.  Your  standard  could  never 
be  advanced  an  inch  before  your  privDeges. 
Sir  John  Davis  shews  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
the  refusal  of  a  general  communication  of 
these  rights,  was  the  true  cause  why  Ire- 
land was  500  years  in  subduing ;  and  af- 
ter the  vain  projects  of  a  military  govern- 
ment, attempted  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, it  was  soon  discovered,  that  no- 
thing could  make  that  country  English,  in 
civUitv  and  allegiance,  but^your  laws  and 
your  forms  of  legislature.  It  was  not  Eng- 
lish arms,  but  the  English  constitution,  that 
conquered  Ireland.  From  that  time,  Ire- 
land has  ever  had  a  general  parliament,  as 
she  had  before  a  partial  parliament.  You 
changed  the  people ;  you  altered  the  reli- 
gion ;  but  you  never  touched  the  form  or 
the  vital  substance  of  firee  government  in 
that  kingdom.  You  depos^  kings ;  you 
restored  them ;'  yon  altered  the  succession 
to  theirs,  as  well  as  to  your  own  crown ; 
but  you  never  altered  their  constitution ; 
the  principle  of  which  was  respected  by 
usurpation ;  restored  with  the  restoration 
of  monarchy,  and  established,  I  trust,  for 
ever,  by  the  glorious  Revolution.  This 
has  made  Ireland  the  great  and  flourishing 
kingdom  that  it  is ;  and  from  a  disgrace 
and  a  burthen  intolerable  to  this  nation, 
has  rendered  h^r  a  principal  part  of  our 
strength  and  ornament.  This  country  can- 
not be  said  to  have  ever  formally  taxed 
her.  The  irregular  things  done  in  the 
confusion  of  mighty  troubles,  and  on  the 
hinge  of  great  revolutions,  even  if  all  were 
done  that  is  said  to  have  been  done,  form 
no  example.  If  they  have  any  effect  in 
argument,  they  make  an  exception  to  prove 
the  rule.  None  of  your  own  liberties 
could  stand  a  moment  if  the  casual  devia- 
tions from  them,  at  such  times,  were  suf- 
fered to  be  used  as  proofs  of  their  nullity. 
By  the  lucrative  amount  of  such  casual 
breaches  in  the  constitution,  judge  what 
the  stated  and  fixed  rule  of  supply  has 
been  in  that  kingdom.  Your  Irish  pen- 
sioners would  starve,  if  they  had  no  other 
fund  to, live  on  than  taxes  granted  by 
English  authority.      Turn  your  eyes  to 
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those  popular  grants  from  whence  all  yoor 
great  supplies  are  come ;  and  learn  to  re* 
spect  that  only  source  of  public  wealth  b 
the  British  empire. 

My    next  example  is    Wales.     This 
country  was  said  to  be  reduced  by  Henry 
the  3rd.    It  was  said  more  truly  to  be  so 
by  Edward  the  1st.    But   though   then 
conquered,  it  was  not  looked  upon  as  any 
part  of  the  realm  of  England.    Its  old  con- 
stitution, whatever  that  misht  have  been, 
was  destroyed ;  and  no  good  one  was  sub- 
stituted in  its  place.     The  care  of  that 
tract  was  put  into    the  liands   of  lords 
marchers — a  form  of  government  oi  a  very 
singular  kind;    a  strange  heterogeneoos 
monster,  something  between  hostility  and 
government;  perhaps  it  has  a  sort  of  re- 
semblance, according  to  the  modes  of  those 
times,  to  that  of  commander  in  chief  at 
present,  to  whom  all  civil  power  is  granted 
as  secondary.    The  manners  of  the  Welsh 
nation  followed  the  genius  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  people  were  ferocious^  restii^ 
savage,  and  uncultivated ;  sometimes  conn 
posed,  never  pacified.    Wales,  within  it* 
self,  was  in  perpetual  disorder ;  and  it  kept 
the  frontier  of  England  in  perpetual  alam. 
Benefits  from  it  to  the  state,  there  wen 
none.    Wales  was  only  known  to  England 
by  incursion  and  invasion. 

Sir,  during  that  state  of  things,  parlia* 
ment  was  not  idle.  They  attempted  to 
subdue  the  fierce  spirit  of  the  Wel^  hj 
all  sorts  of  rigorous  laws.  They  prohSn- , 
bited  by  statute  the  sending  all  aorta  of 
arms  into  Wales,  as  you  prohibit  by  pro* 
damation  (with  something  more  of  doobi 
on  the  legality)  the  sending  arms  to  Ame* 
rica.  They  disarmed  the  Welsh  by  sta* 
tute,  as  you  attempted,  (but  still  with  mora 
question  on  the  legality^  to  disarm  New 
England  by  an  instruction.  They  made 
an  Act  to  drag  offenders  fi*om  Wides  into 
England  for  trial,  as  you  have  done  (but 
with  more  hardship)  with  regard  to  Ame- 
rica. By  another  Act,  where  one  of  the 
parties  was  an  Englishman,  they  ordained, 
that  his  trial  should  be  always  by  £n|^"  ~ 
They  made  Acts  to  restnun  trade,  as  yi 
do ;  and  they  prevented  the  Welsh  ~ 
the  use  of  fairs  and  markets,  as  you  do 
Americans  from  fisheries  -and  foreign 
In  short  when  the  Statute-book  was 
quite  so  much  swelled  as  it  is  now,  yc 
find  no  less  than  fifteen  Acts  of  penal 
ladon  on  the  subject  of  Wales. 

Here  we  rub  our  hands — a  fine  body 
precedents  for  the  authority  of  parltai 
and  the  use  of  it !— I  admit  it  fully ; 
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pray  add  likewise  to  those  precedents,  that 
ill  the  while,  Wales  rid  this  kingdom  like 
to  incubui ;  that  it  was  an  unprofitable 
aod  oppressive  burthen ;  and  that  an  £ng- 
Itdnnao  travelling  in  that  country  could  not 
M  fix  yards  from  the  high  road  witliout 
Eeiag  murdered. 

The  march  of  the  human  mind  is  slow. 
Sir,  it  was  not,  until  after  200  years,  dis- 
covered, that  by  an  eternal  law.  Provi- 
dence had  decreed  vexation  to  violence ; 
and  poverty  to  rapine.  Your  ancestors 
did  however  at  length  open  their  eyes  to 
Ihe  ill  husbandry  of  mjustice.  They 
Cwnd  that  the  tyranny  of  a  free  people 
could  of  all  tyrannies  the  least  be  endured ; 
isd  that  laws  made  against  a  whole  nation 
were  not  the  most  effectual  methods  for 
lecuring  its  obedience.  Accordingly,  in 
Ihe  37th  year  of  Henry  8,  the  course  was 
entirely  altered.  With  a  preamble  stating 
the  entire  and  perfect  rights  of  the  crown 
ef  England,  it  gave  to  the  Welsh  all  the 
i%ht«  and  privileges  of  English  subjects. 
A  political  order  was  established ;  the  mi- 
liary power  gave  way  to  the  civil ;  the 
Mrhes  were  turned  mto  counties.  But 
dnt  a  nation  should  have  a  right  to  Eng- 
fab  liberties,  and  yet  no  share  at  all  in  the 
badamental  security  of  these  liberties,  the 
frtnt  of  their  own  property,  seemed  a 
loiog  so  incongruous ;  that  eisht  years  af- 
ter, that  is,  in  the  35th  of  that  reign,  a 
complele  and  not  ill  proportioned  repre- 
•eatation  by  counties  and  boroughs  was 
bestowed  upon  Wales,  by  act  of  parlia- 
meat  From  that  moment,  as  by  a  charm, 
tbe  tumult  subsided ;  obedience  was  re- 
eiared ;  peace,  order,  and  civilization,  fol- 
lowed in  Uie  traijn  of  liberty— When  the 
dft^-star  of  the  English  constitution  had 
Men  in  their  hearts,  all  was  harmony 
vilhin  and  without — 

"  Simu!  alba  oautia 
**  Stella  refulsit, 
"  Defluit  saxis  affitatos  humor : 
**  Caoddaot  venu,  fugiiiDtque  nubes : 
'*  £t  mioaz  (qa5<l  sic  volnere)  ponto 
*•  Unda  recumbit." 

The  very  same  year  the  county  palatme 
^  Chester  received  the  same  relief  from 
ill  oppressions,  and  the  same  remedy  to 
in  disorders.  Before  this  time  Chester 
^M  little  less  distempered  than  Wales. 
Ibe  inhabitants,  without  rights  themselves, 
vere  the  fittest  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
>lben;  and  from  thence  Richard  2  drew 
^standing  army  of  archers,  with  which 
for  a  time  he  oppressed  England.    The 
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people  of  Chester  applied  to  parliament 
m  a  Petition  penned  as  I  shall  read  to 
you. 

^<  To  the  king  our  sovereign  lord,  ill 
most  humble  wise  shewn,  unto  your  excel- 
lent majesty^  the  inhabitants  of  your 
grace's  county  palatine  of  Chester ;  that 
where  the  said  county  palatine  of  Chester 
is  and  hath  been  always  hitherto  exempt, 
excluded  and  separated  out  and  from  your 
high  court  of  parliament,  to  have  any 
knights  and  burgesses  within  the  said 
court;  by  reason  whereof  the  said  inha- 
bitants have  hitherto  sustained  manifold 
disherisons,  losses,  and  damages,  as  well 
in  their  lands,  goods,  and  bodies,  as  in  the 
good,  civil,  and  politic  governance  and 
maintenance  of  the  commonwealth  of  their 
said  country:  (2.)  And  for  as  much  as 
the  said  inhabitants  have  always  hitherto 
been  bound  by  the  acts  and  statutes  made 
and  ordained  by  yoiir  said  highness,  and 
your  most  noble  progenitors,  by  authority 
of  the  said  court,  as  far  forth  as  other 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  have  been, 
that  have  had  their  knights  and  burgesses 
within  your  said  court  of  parliament,  and 
yet  have  had  neither  knight  nor  burgess 
there  for  the  said  county  palatine;  the 
said  inhabitants,  for  lack  thereof,  have 
been  oftentimes  touched  and  grieved  with 
acts  and  statutes  made  within  the  said 
court,  as  well  derogatory  unto  the  most 
ancient  jurisdictions,  liberties,  and  privi- 
leges of  your  said  county  palatine,  as  pre- 
judicial unto  the  commonwealth,  quiet- 
ness, rest,  and  peace  of  your  grace's  most 
bounden  subjects  inhabiting  within  the 
same." 

What  did  parliament  with  this  audaci- 
ous address  ?.— Reject  it  as  a  libel  I  Treat  it 
as  an  afiront  to  government  ?  Spurn  it  as 
a  derogation  from  the  rights  of  legislature? 
Did  they  toss  it  over  the  table  ?  Did  they 
bum  it  by  the  hands  of  llie  common  hang- 
man ? — They  took  the  petition  of  griev- 
ance, all  rugged  as  it  was,  without  soften- 
ing or  temperament,  unpurged  of  the  ori- 
ginal bitterness  and  indignation  of  com- 
plaint; they  made  it  the  very  preamblo 
to  their  act  of  redress ;  and  consecrated 
its  principle  to  all  ages  in  the  sanctuary 
of  legislation. 

Here  is  my  third  example.  It  was  at- 
tended with  the  success  of  the  two  former. 
Chester,  civilized  as  well  as  Wales,  has 
demonstrated  that  freedom  and  not  servi- 
tude is  the  cure  of  anarchy ;  as  religion, 
and  not  atheism,  is  the  true  remedy  for 
superstition.    Sir,  this  pattern  of  Chester 
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was  followed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  S» 
with  .regard  to  the  county  palatine  of 
Durham,  which  is  nay  fourth  example. 
Tliis  county  had  long  Iain  out  of  the  pale 
of  free  legislation.  So  scrupulously  was 
the  example  of  Chester  followed,  that  the 
style  of  tne  preamble  is  nearly  the  same 
with  that  of  the  Chester  Act ;  and  without 
affecting  the  abstract  extent,  of  the  autho- 
rity  of  parliament,  it  reco^izes  the  equity 
x>f  not  suffering  any  considerable  district 
in  which  the  British  subjects  may  act  as 
a  body,  to  be  taxed  without  their  dwn 
Yoice  in  the  grapL 

Now,  if  the  doctrines  of  policy  contain- 
ed in  these  preambles,  ana  the  force  of 

these  examples  in  the  acts  of  parliaments, 

avail  any  thing,  what  can  be  said  against 

applying  t^em  with  regard  to  America? 

Are  not  the  people  of  America  as  much 

Englishmen  as  the  Welsh  ?  The  preamble 

of  the  Act  of  Henry  8  says,  the  Welsh 
'speak  a  language  no  way  resembling  that 

of  his  majesty's  English  subjects.    Are 

the  Americans  not  as  numerous?   If  we 

may  trust  the  learned  and  accurate  judge 

Barrington*s  account  of  North  Wales,  and 
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^eternal  barriers  of  the   creation.    The 
thing  in  that  mode,  I  do  not  know  to  be 
possible.    As  I  meddle  with  no  theory,  I 
do  not  absolutely  assert  the  impractioabi- 
lity  of  such  a  representation.    But  I  do 
not  see  my  way  to  it ;  and  those  who  have 
been  more  confident,  have  not  been  more 
successful.    However,  the  arm  of  public 
benevolence  is  not  shortened ;  and  there 
are  often  several  liieans  to  the  same  end. 
What  nature  has  disjoined  in  one  way, 
wisdom  may  unite  in  another.    When  we 
Oftnnot  give  the  benefit  as  we  would  wish, 
let  us  not  i^fbse  it  altogether.    If  we  can? 
not  give  the  principal,  let  us  find  a  sub- 
stitute.   But  how  t  Where  ?   What  sub- 
stitute ? 

Fortunately  I  am  not  obli^d  for  tha 
ways  and  means  of  this  substitute  to  tax 
my  own  unproductive  invention.  I  am 
not  even  obliged  to  go  to  the  rich  treasury 
of  the  fertile  framers  of  imaginanr  com- 
monwealths :  not  to  the  Republic  of  Flato, 
not  to  the  Utopia  of  More ;  not  to  tha 
Oceana  of  Harnngton.  It  is  before  me-^ 
it  is  at  my  feet,  **  and  the  rude  swain  treads 
daily  on  it  xintk  his  clouted  shoon.**    I  only 
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take  that  as  a  standard  to  measure  the    wish  you  to  recopiize,  for  the  theory,  the 

rest,  there  is  no  comparison.    The  people    5°^®^*^f  ^"^^^^^j*®*^  ^^l^^l*^;!^'*o^?f  J 
cannot  amount  to  above  200,000 ;  not  a    ^^     ""^^^  ""    "    *"  —-—«'*«♦«♦«'»« 

tenth  part  of  the  number  in  the  colonies. 
Is  America  in  rebellion  ?  Wales  was  hardly 
ever  free  from  it.    Have  you  attempted 
to    govern   America  by  penal  statutes? 
You  made  fifteen  for  Wales.     But  your 
legislative  authority  is  perfect  with  regard 
to  America ;  was  it  less  perfect  in  Wales, 
Chester,  and  Durham  ?   But  America  is 
virtually  represented.     What !   does  the 
electric  force    of  virtual    representation 
more  easily  pass  over  the  Atlantic,  than 
pervade  Wales,  which  lies  in  your  neigh- 
Dourhood :   or  than  Chester  and  Durham, 
surrounded  by  abundance  of  representa- 
tion that  is  actual  and  palpable  ?  But,  Sir, 
your  ancestors  thought  this  sort  of  virtual 
representation,  however  ample,  to  be  to- 
taHy  insufficient  for  the  fVeeciom  of  the  in- 
habitants of  territories  that  are  so  near, 
and    comparatively     so    inconsiderable. 
HoW|then  can  I  thmk  it  sufficient  for  those 
which  are  infinitely  greater,  and  infinitely 
more  remote  ? 

You  will  now.  Sir,  perhaps  imagine, 
that  I  am  on  the  point  of  proposing  to  you 
a  scheme  for  a  representation  of  the  colo- 
nies in  parliament.  Perhaps  I  might  be 
inclined  to  entertain  some  such  thought ; 
but  a  great  flood  stops  me  in  my  course. 
'^pposuit  natura^l  cannot   remove   the 


dom  with  regard  to  representation,  as  that 
policy  has  been  declared  in  acts  of  parlia- 
ment; and,  astpthe  practice,  to  return 
to  that  mode  which  an  uniform  experi- 
ence has  marked  out  to  y6u  as  best ;  and 
in  which  you  walked  with  security,  ad- 
vantage, and  honour,  until  the  year  176S. 

My  resolutions  therefore  mean  to  esta- 
blish the  equity  and  justice  of  a  taxation 
of  America,  by  grant  and  not  by  inytott' 
turn.  To  mark  the  l^al  competency  d 
the  colony  assemblies  ror  the  support  of 
their  government  in  peace,  and  for  public 
aids  in  time  of  war.  To  acknowledge 
that  this  legal  competency  has  had  a  duti- 
Jid  and  beneficial  exercise  ;  and  that  expe- 
rience has  snewnthe  benefit  of  their  grants, 
and  the  Jidilitu  of  parliamentary  taxation 
as  a  method  of  supply. 

These  solid  trutns  compose  six  funda- 
mental propositions.  There  are  three 
more  resolutions  corollary  to  these.  *  If 
you  admit  the  first  set,  you  can  hardly  re* 
ject  the  others.  But  if  you  admit  the  fiiit, 
I  shall  be  far  from  solicitous  whether  yoa 
accept  or  refuse  the  last.  I  think  these 
six  massive  pillars  will  be  of  strength  suf- 
ficient to  support  the  temple  of  Britidi 
concord.  I  have  no  more  doubt  than  I 
entertain  of  my  eiiistence,  that,  if  vou  ad- 
mitted Uies^y  you  would  command  an  ii» 
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mediate  peace ;  and  inthbut  tolerable  fu- 
toie  managemeot,  a  lasting  obedience  in 
America.  I  am  not  arrogant  in  this  con- 
fident anarance.  The  propositions  are  all 
mere  matters  of  fact ;  and  if  they  are  such 
fiicts  as  draw  irresistible  conclusions  even 
m  the  stating)  thb  is  the  power  of  truth, 
aod  not  any  management  of  mine. 

Sir,  I  shall  open  the  whole  plan  to  you 
together,  with  siich  obaerrations  on  the 
motions  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  them 
vhere  they  may  want  explanation.  The 
fint  is  a  resolution*-''  That  the  colonies 
ind  plantations  of  Great  Britain  in  North 
Afflerica,  coosiating  of  fourteen  separate 
governments,  and  containing  two  millions 
lad  imwarda  of  free  inhabitants,  have  not 
kid  tne  liberty  and  privilege  of  electing 
and  sending  any  knimts  and  burgesses,  or 
oUien  to  represent  them  in  the  high  court 
of  parliament/' — ^This  is  a  plain  matter  of 
&ct,  necessary  to  be  laid  down,  and  (ex- 
eepting  the  description)  it  is  laid  down  in 
the  language  of  the  constitution;  it  is 
tabn  nearly  verbatim  from  acts  of  parlia- 
aient. 

The  second  is  like  unto  the  first — 
^  That  the  said  colonies  and  plantations 
ktre  been  liable  to,  and  bounoen  by,  se- 
yd  nibsidies,  payments,  rates,  and  taxes, 
fftn  and  granted  by  parliament,  thotigh 
tike  said  colonies  and  plantations  have  not 
^ir  knights  and  burgesses,  in  the  said 


and  noble  rougjbness  of  these  truly  consti- 
tutional materials.  Above  all  things,  I 
was  resolved  not  to  be  guilty  of  tamper- 
ing, the  odious  vice  of  restless  and  unsta- 
ble minds.  I  put  my  foot  in  the  tracks  of 
our  foreflithers;  where .  I  can  neither 
wander  nor  stumble.  Determining  to  fix 
articles  of  peace,  I  was  resolved  not  to  be 
wise  beyond  what  was  written ;  I  was  re? 
solved  to  use  nothing  else  than  the  form  of 
sound  words ;  to  let  others  abound  in  their 
own  sense;  and  carefully  to  abstain  from 
all  expressions  of  my  own.  What  the 
law  has  said,  I  say.  In  all  things  else  I 
am  silent.  I  have  no  organ  but  for  her 
words.  This,  if  it  be  not  ingenious,  I  am 
sure  is  safe. 

There  are  indeed  words  expressive  of 
grievance  in  this  second  resolution,  whidi 
those  who  are  resolved  always  to  be  in  the 
right,  will  deny  to  contain  matter  of  fiict, 
as  applied  to  the  present  case;  although 
parliament  thought  them  true,  with  regard 
to  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Durham. 
They  will  deny  that  the  Americans  were 
ever  **  touched  and  grieved"  with  the 
taxes.  If  they  consider  nothing  in  taxes 
but  their  weight  as  pecuniary  impositions^ 
there  might  be  some  pretence  for  this 
denial.  Sut  men  may  be  sorely  touched 
and  deeply  grieved  in  their  privileges,  as 
well  as  in  their  purses.  Men  may  lose 
little  in  property  by  the  act  which  takes 


Ugh  court  of  parliament,  of  their  owi>,  away allr  their  freedom*    When  a  mania 

wction,  to  represent  the  condition  of  their    "^^    *.     .^«         .,    t.  ^ 

country ;  by  tack  whered*  they  have  been 

jCfteotimes  touched  and  grieved  by  subsi- 

:&i,^ven,  granted,  and  assentea  to,  in 

'Jh  uad  court,  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to 

|te  commonwealth,  quietness,  rest,  and 

rpnce  of  the  subjects  inhabiting  within 


Iknme." 

h  this  description  too  hot,  or  too  cold, 
loo  itrong,  or  too  weak  i  Does  it  arrogate 
iDo  mo^  %o  the  supreme  legislature  ? 
I'Doeiitlean  too  much  to  the  claims  of 
^  people  ?  If  it  runs  into  any  of  these 
fOron,  the  fault  is  not  mine.  It  is  the 
wguage  of  your  own  ancient  acts  of  par- 
attnent.  **  Non  mens  hie  sermo,  sed  quae 
jlfKCMit  Ofellus,  rusticus,  abnormis  bB' 
|f^ '  It  is  the  genuine  produce  of  the 
i-^^t,  rustic,  manly,  home-bred  sense 

thii  country.— I  did  not  dare  to  rob  off 
le  of  the  venerable  rust  that  rather 
and  preserves,  than  destroys  the 
.  .  It  would  be  a  profiination  to  touch 
mh  a  tool  the  stones  which  construct  the 
^^  altar  of  peace.  I  would  not  vio- 
"^  with  nM>deni  poliah  the  ingenuoua 


robbed  of  a  trifle  on  the  highway,  it  ia  not 
the  two-pence  lost  that  constitutes  the  ca- 
pital outrage.  This  Is  not  confined  to 
privileges.  Even  ancient  indulgences 
withdrawn,  without  offence  on  the  part  of 
those  who  enjoyed  such  fiivours,  operate 
as  grievances.  But  were  the  Americana 
then  not  touched  and  grieved  by  the  taxes, 
in  some  measure,  merely  as  taxes  ?  If  so, 
why  were  they  almost  all,  either  wholly 
repealed  or  exceedingly  reduced  ?  Were 
they  not  touched  and  grieved,  even  by 
the  regulating  duties  of  the  sixth  of  George 
2  ?  £Ue  why  were  the  duties  first  reduced 
to  one  third  in  17641,  and  afterwards  to  a 
third  of  that  third  in  the  year  1766? 
Were  they  not  touched  and  grieved  by 
the  Stamp  Act  i  I  shall  say  Siey  were, 
until  that  tax  is  revived.  Were  they  not 
touched  and  grieved  by  the  duties  of 
1767,  which  were  likewise  repealed,  and 
which,  lord  Hillsborough  tells  you  (for 
the  ministry)  were  laid  contrary  to  the 
true  principle  of  commerce?  Is  not  the 
assurance  given  by  that  noble  person  to 
the  cokoiea  of  a  reaolution  to  lay  no  mom 
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taxes  on  them,  an  admission  that  taxes 
would  touch  and  grieve  tbem  ?  Is  not  the 
resolution  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribband,  now  standing  on  your  Journals, 
the  strongest  of  all  proofs  that  parliamen- 
tary subsidies  really  touched  and  grieved 
them  ?  Else'  why  all  these  changes,  modi- 
fications, repeals,  assurances,  and  resolu- 
tions \ 

The  next  proposition  is — *<  That,  from 
the  distance  or  the  said  colonies,  and 
from  other  circumstances,  no  method  hath 
hitherto  been  devised  for  procuring  a  re- 

{iresentation  in  parliament  for  the  said  co- 
onies.''  This  is  an  assertion  of  a  fact  I 
go  no  further  on  the  paper;  though  in  my 
private  judgment,  an  useful  representation 
IS  impossible ;  I  am  sure  it  is  not  desired 
by  them  ;  nor  ought  it  perhaps  by  us ;  but 
1  abstain  from  opinions. 

The  fourth  resolution  is — *^  That  each 
of  the  said  colonies  hath  within  itself  a 
body,  chosen  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  by 
the  freemen,  freeholders,  or  other  free  in- 
habitants thereof,  commonly  called  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  or  general  court,  with 
powers  legally  to  raise,  levy,  and  assess, 
according  to  the  several  usage  of  such  co- 
lonies, duties  and  taxes  towards  defraying 
all  sorts  of  public  services." 

This  competence  in  the  colony  assem- 
blies is  certain.  It  is  proved  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  their  acts  of  supply  in  all  the  as- 
flemblies,  in  which  the  constant  style  of 
granting  is,  **  an  aid  to  his  Majesty ;'' 
and  acts  granting  to  the  crown  have  re- 
gularly for  near  a  century  passed  the  pub- 
lic offices  without  dispute.  Those  who 
have  been  pleased  paradoxically  to  deny 
this  right,  holding  that  none  but  the 
British  parliament  can  grant  to  the  crown, 
are  wished  to  look  to  what  is  done,  not 
only  in  the  colonies,  but  in  Ireland,  in  one 
uniform  unbroken  tenor  every  session. 
Sir,  I  am  surprised,  that  this  doctrine 
should  come  from  some  of  the  law  ser- 
vaote  of  the  crown.  I  say,  that  if  the 
crown  could  be  responsible,  his  Majesty 
•—but  certainly  the  ministers,  and  even 
these  law  officers  themselves,  through 
whose  hands  the  acts  pass  biennially  in 
Ireland,  or  annually  in  the  colonies,  are  in 
an  habitual  course  of  committing  im- 
peachable offences.  What  habitual  of- 
fenders have  been  all  presidents  of  the 
council,  all  secretaries  of  state,  all  first 
lords  of  trade,  all  attomies  and  all  solici- 
tors general  {  However,  they  are  safe ;  as 
no  one  impeaches  them ;  and  there  is  no 
ground  of  charge  against  them,  except  in 
Uieir  own  unfounded  theoiies. 


The  fiflh  resolution  is  also  a  resnlottot 
of  fact — **  That  the  said  general  asaam- 
blies,  general  courts,  or  other  bodies  le- 
gally qualified  as  aforesaid,  have  at  sundry 
times  freely  granted  several  large  subsidies 
and  public  aids  for  his  Majesty's  serviee, 
according  to  their  abilities,  when  required 
thereto  by  letter  from  one  of  his  Majesty^ 
principal  secretaries  of  state;    and  that 
their  right  to  grant  the  same,  and  tbeir 
cheerfulness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said 
grants,  have  been  at  sundry  times  ackno^*- 
ledged  by  parliament.''    To  say  nothing  of 
their  great  expences  in  the  Indian  wars; 
and  not  to  take  their  exertion  in  foreign 
ones,  so  high  as  the  supplies  in  the  y«ar 
1695;  not  to  go  back  to  their  public  oob* 
tributions  in  the  year  1710 ;  I  shall  b^in 
to  travel  only  where  the  Journals  give  me 
light;  resolving  to  deal  in  nothing   but 
fact,  authenticated  by  parliamentary  re* 
cord;  and  to  build  myself  wholly  on  thai 
solid  basis. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1748,  a  committee 
of  this  House  came  to  the  following  Reai^ 
lution : 

*<  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  oC 
this  committee,  That  U  is  just  and  recutm^ 
able  that  the  several  provinces  and  oolo» 
nies  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Han^ 
shire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  be 
reimbursed  the  expences  they  have  been 
at  in  taking  and  securing  to  the  crown  af ; 
Great  Britain,  the  island  of  Cape 
and  its  dependencies." . 

These  expences  were  immense  for 
colonies.  They  were  above  dOO/XML 
sterling;  money  first  raised  and  adyaiioadl 
on  theur  public  credit. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1756,*  a  mes- 
sage from  the  king  came  to  us,  to  this  e& 
feet — *^  His  majesty,  beine  sensible  of  tto 
zeal  and  vigour  with  which  his  feitliiiil 
subjects  of  certain  colonies  in  North  Ama- 
riea  have  exerted  themselves  in  defem^e 
of  his  majesty's  just  r^hts  and 
sions,  recommends  it  to  wis  House  to 
the  same  into  their  consideration,  and  to 
enable  his  majesty  to  give  them  such  aa* 
sistance  as  may  oe  a  proper  retaard 
encouragement,** 

On  the  3rd  of  February,   1756, 
House  came  to  a  suitable  resolution, 
pressed  in  words  nearly  the  same  aa  du 
of  the  message :  but  with  the  farther 
dition,  that  the  money  then  voted  wai 
an  encouragement  to  the  colonies  to 
themselves  with  vigour.     It  will  not 

*  See  vol.  15,  p.  an. 
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aeoesmy  to  go  through  all  the  testimonieB 
vhich  your  awn  records  haye  giveo  to 
the  troth  6f  my  reaolations.  I  will  only 
refer  yoa  to  the  placet  in  the  Joumalt : 
Yd.  uvii.— 16th  and  19th  May,  1757. 
Vol.  xxviii.— June  lat,  1758-*- April  96th 
aid  80th,  1759— March  a6th  aud  Slat, 
and  April  28th,  1760-^an.  9th  and  dOth, 
1761.  Vol.  xxix.r--Jan.  22d  and  dSth, 
1762— March  14th  and  17th,  176S. 

Sir,  here  is  the  repealed  acknowledge- 
ment of  parliament,  that  the  coloniei  not 
enly  gave,  hot  gave  to  satiety.  This  na- 
tioB  has  foraially  acknowledged  two 
liuDge;  first,  iUkdX.  the  colonics  had  gone 
tefond  their  abflities,  parliament  having 
liioaght  it  naoessary  to  reimburse  them ; 
secondly,  that  they  had  acted  legally  and 
Indably  in  their  grants  of  moneys  and 
dwr  maintenance  of  troops,  since  the 
compensation  is  expressly  given  as  reward 
and  eacoiiragenttent.  Reward  is  not  be- 
Ho^ed  for  acts  that  are  unlawful ;  and  en- 
ttingensens  is  not  held  out  to  things  that 
^bcTve  reprehension.  My  resolution 
therefbre  doek  itothing  more  than  collect 
JKto  one  proposition,  what  is  scattered 
through  your  Journals.  I  give  you  no- 
llMBg  bat  your  own ;  and  yon  cannot  re- 
iiie  in  the  gross,  what  you  have  so  often 
^Kiounrledged  in  detail.  The  admission 
Nif  thb,  whidi  will  be  so  honourable  to 
NIkib  and  to  you,  will,  indeed,  be  mortal 
to  all  the  miserable  stories,  by  which  the 

C lions  of  the  misguided  people  haive 
n  engaged  in  an  unhappy  aystem. 
rAe  people  heard,  indeed,  from  the  be- 
l^ning  of  these  disputes,  one  thing  con- 
^(isaally  dinned  in  their  ears,  that  reason 
asd  justice  decnanded,  that  the  Ameri- 
'tms,  who  paid  no  taxes,  should  be  com- 
^led  to  contribute.  How  did  that  fiiot 
-«  ibeir  paying  nothing  stand,  when  the 
teiog  system  began  ?  When  Mr.  Gren- 
"v^  began  to  form  his  system  of  Ame- 
rican revenue,  he  sMed  in  this  House, 
•tint  the  colonies^  were  tlieii  in  debt 
'i)60O,OOO2.  sterling  money;  and  was  of 
'^oion  ftiey  wouludisdhaige  that  debt  in 
wr  years.  On  this  state,  iliose  untaxed 
feople  were  oetually  subject  to  the  pay- 
^Knt  of  tastes  to  thetimount  of  650,000/^ 
hyear.  in  fact,  however,  Mr.  Grenville 
%as  miMaken.  The  funds  given  for 
iftiking  the' debt  ^id  not  prove  quite  so 
^Mple  «8  -both  the  oolonaes  smd  he  ex- 
foeted.  The oidculation wvstoo sangaine : 
Vie  reduction  was  vot  completed  tiHsome 
Tcais  atler,  and  at  difibrent  tiaaes>tn  dif- 
fcreat-  coimdes.    Howeveri  the  tnea  after 


the  war  continued  too  great  to  bear  any 
addition,  with 'prudence  or  propriety ;  and 
when  the  burtbens  imposed  m  consequence 
of  former  requisitions  were  discharged, 
our  tone  became  too  high  to  resort  agaia 
to  requisition.  No  colony,  since  thac 
time,  ever  has  had  any  requisition  what- 
soever made  to  it. 

We  see  the  sense  of  the  crown,  and 
the  sense  of  parliament,  on  the  productive 
nature  of  a  revenue  by  grant.  Now  search 
the  same  Journals  for  the  produce  of  the 
revenue  bjy  imposiiion — Where  is  it  ?— Jet 
us  know  the  volume  and  the  page— what 
is  the  gross,  what  is  the  net  produce  ?— 4o 
what  service  is  it  applied  ?— how.  have  you 
appropriated  its  suq>Ius  ?— What, can  none 
of  the  many  skilful  index-makers,  that  we 
are  now  employing,  find  any  trace  of  it? 
— Well,  let  them,  and  that,  rest  together. 
— But  are  the  Journals,  which  say  nothing 
of  the  revenue,  aO  silent  on  the  discon- 
tent ?  Oh  no  I  a  child  may  find  it.  It  is 
the  anelancholy  burthen  and  blot  of  every 
paffe. 

I  think  then  I  am,  from  those  Journals, 
justified  in  the  sixth  and  last  resolution,, 
which  is — "  That  it  hath  been  found  by 
experience,  that  the  manner  of  granting 
the  said  supplies  and  aids,  by  the  said 
general  assemblies,  hath  been  more  agree- 
able to  'the  said  ccdonies,  and  more  biene- 
ficial,  and  conducive  to  the  public  service, 
than  the  mode  of  giving  and  giaating 
aids  in  parliament,  to  be  raised  and  paid 
in  the  said  eolonies.*'  This  makes  the 
whole  of  the  fundamental  part  of  the 
plan.  Thecondusion  is  irresistible.  You 
cannet'say,  tlwt  you  were  driven  by  any 
necessity  to  an  exercise  of  the  utmost 
rights  of  legislature.  You  oannot  assert, 
diat  you  took  on  yourselves  the  task  ti 
imposing  colony  taxes,  from  the  want  of 
another  legal  body,  that  is  canpelent  to 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  exigencies  of 
the  state  without  wounding  the  preiodioea 
of  the  people*  Neitlier  is  it  true  that  the 
body  so  qaalified,  and  having  that  eompe- 
lenee, Im ne^eciad  thedaty. 

Ttte  4]ue6tion  aow,  on  all  this  occnDW- 
lated' matter,  is^--^hether  you  will  chuie 
to  abide  by  a  pioteble  experience,  tor  -a 
misobievoas  theory ;  whether  you  iduiae 
to  build  «a  imagiaalMn  onfiict;  wlmhw 
you  prefer  eojoyneat  or  ha^e ;  «salisfiuH 
taon  m^your  8ab|ect8,4>p  diseonteat  I 

If  these  propositions  are  aectpted, 
eviery  thing  whieh  *ha8  beenwaderto  an- 
foree  a  contrary  system,  must,.  I  r  take  it 
4at  gtaaiod,  ftll  4*Nog  with  nu  iOb^tiiat 
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ground,  I  have  drawn  the  following  Reso- 
lution, which,  when  it  comes  to  be  moved, 
wiH  naturally  be  divided  in  a  proper  man- 
ner ;  **  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an 
Act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  Act 
for  grantinff  certain  duties  in  the  British 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America ;  for 
allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cus- 
toms upon  the  exportation  from  this  king« 
dom,  of  coffee  and  cocoa-nuts  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  said  colonies  or  plantations ; 
for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks  payable 
on  China  earthenware  exported  to  Ame- 
irica ;  and  for  more  efiectually  preventing 
the  daodestine  running  of  goods  in  the 
said  colonies  and  plantalions^r-And  that 
it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  Act,  made 
in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  intituled.  An  Act  to  discontinue, 
in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  are 
therein  nlentioned,  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  or  shipping,  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the  town  and 
within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  North 
America. — And  that  it  may  be  proper  to 
repeal  an  Act,  made  in  the  14tn  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled. 
An  Act  for  the  impartial  administration  of 
justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned 
for  any  acts  done  by  them,  in  tne  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of 
riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  in  New  England.  And 
that  it  may  be  proper  to  re^al  an  Act, 
made  in  the  14tli  year  of  the  reign  of  his 

g resent  Majesty,  intituled.  An  Act  for  the 
etter  regulating  the  government  of  the 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
En^and.  And,  alsd,  that  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  made  in 
the  35th. year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
the  8th,  intituled.  An  Act  for  tlie  trial  of 
treasons  committed  out  of  the  king's  do- 
minions.'' 

I  wish,  Sir,  to  repeal  the  Boston  Port 
Bill,  because  (independently  of  the  dan- 
gerous precedent  or  suspendmg  the  rights 
of  the  subject -during  the  king's  pleasure) 
it  was  passed^  as  I  apprehend,  with  less 
legulanty,  and  on  more  partial  principles, 
than  it  ought.  The  corporaticm  of  Boston 
was  not  heard  before  it  was  condemned. 
Other  towns,  full  as  guilty  as  she  was, 
have  not  had  their  ports  blocked  up. 
Even  the  restraining  Bill  of  the  present 
session  does  not  go  to  th^  length  of  the 
BoMon  Jfoft  Act.  The  same  ideas  of 
prudence,  which  induced  you  not  to  e](- 


tend  equal    punishment   to   equal  goill^ 
even  when  you  were  punishing,  induce  m^ . 
who  mean  not  to  chastise,  but  to  recoocitey 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  pimishment  alreadj 
partially  inflicted. 

Ideas  of  prudence,  and  acc<MnmodatiQii 
to  circumstances,  prevent  you  from  takiag 
away    the^  charters  of  Connecticut  wuk 
Rhode  Island,  as  you  have  taken  0wqr 
that  of  Massachuset's  colony,  though  die 
crown  has  fiur  less  power  in  the  two  ronner 
provinces  than  it  enjoyed  in  the  latter; 
and  though  the  abuses  have  been  full  m 
preat,  and  as  flagrant,  in  the  exempted  m 
m  the  punished.    The   same  reasons 
prudence  and  accommodation  have  wi 
with  me  in  restoring  the  charter  of 
chuset'^    Bay.     E^des,    Sir,  the 
which    changes    the    charter  of 
chuset's  is  in  many  particulars  so  exoep^  i 
tionable,  that  if  I  dia  not  wish  absolut^  | 
to  repeal,  I  would  by  ail  means  desire  SB  J 
alter  it ;  as  several  of  its  provisions  tesA J 
to  the  subversion  of  all  public  and  prival»; 
j  ustice.    Such,  among  others,  is  the  power' 

flTstUl: 


in  the  governor  to  change  the  sherii 
pleasure;  and  to  make  a  new  retumiBC^ 
officer    for   every    special   cause.     It 
shameful    to    behold   such  a 
standing  among  English  laws. 

The  Act  for  bringing  persons 
of  committing  murder  under  the  orders  tf 
goverpment  to  England  for  trial,  is  Imit 
.temporary.  That  Act  has  calculated  ths 
probable  duration  of  our  quarrel  with  the 
colonies;  and  is  accommodated  to  tlnl 
supposed  duration.  I  would  hasten  ths 
happy  moment  of  reconciliation ;  aat' 
therefore  must,  on  my  principle,  get  rid  sF 
that  most  justly  obnoxious  Act. 

The  Act  of  Henry  8th,  for  the  trial  of 
treasons,  I  do  not  mean  to  take  away,  bK 
to  confine  it  to  its  proper  bounds  and  on* 
ginal  intention ;  to  make  it  expressij  fir 
trial  of  treasons  (and  the  sreateat  treasons 
majrbe  committed)  in  places  where  tfM 
jurisdiction  of  the  crown  does  not  extend. 

Having  guarded  the  privil^es  of  locsl 
legislature,  I  would  next  secure  to  the  ee» 
lonies  a  fiur  and  unbiassed  judicature :  fiir 
which  purpose.  Sir,  I  propose  the  foUow^ 
ing  Resolution:  <<  That,  firom  the  time 
when  the  general  assembly  or  genenl 
court  of  any  colony  or  plantation  is 
North  Amenca,  shall  have  appointed  br 
act  of  assembly,  duly  confirmed,  a  setdsa 
salary  to  the  offices  of  the  chief  juaties 
imd  other  judges  of  the  superior  court,  it 
mav  be  proper,  that  the  said  chief  justica 
and  other  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of 
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nch  cdoDy,  shall  hold  his  and  their  office 
md  offices  during  their  eood  behaTiour ; 
Bid  shall  not  be  removed  therefrom,  but 
lirfaen  the  said  removal  shall  be  adjudged 
bj  his  Majesty  incouncil,  upon  a  heanng 
on  complaint  from  the  general  assembly, 
sroD  a  complaint  from  the  governor,  or 
cooDcfl,  or  the  house  of  representatives 
iieVeralty,  of  the  colony  in  which  the  said 
duef  justice  and  other  judges  have  exer* 
tiled  the  said  offices/' 

The  next  Resolution  relates  to  the 
eoarU  of  admiralty.  It  is  this :— <'  That 
ft  may  be  proper  to  regulate  the  courts  of 
ilaiiialty,  or  vice-admiralty,  authorized 
lythe  15th  chap,  of  the  4th  of  George  the 
M,  ia  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the 
isoe  more  commodious  to  those  who  sue 
sr  are  sued,  in  the  said  courts,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  more  decent  niaintenanoe  of 
fte  jodges  in  the  same/' 

lliese  courts  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
snyi  they  are  in  themselves  proper  esta* 
iSihments.    This  court  is  one  or  the  ca- 

e  securities  of  the  Act  of  Navigation, 
extent  of  its  jurisdiction,  indeal,  has 
[Wen  increased ;  but  this  is  altogether  as 
|nper,  and  is,  indeed,  on  many  accounts, 
ifeore  eligible,  where  new  powers  were 
tanted,  than  a  court  absolutely  new.  But 
courts  incomtnodiously  situated,  in  effect, 
^deny justice;  and  a  eourt,  partaking  in 
4e  fruits  of  its  own  condemnation,  is  a 
Itsbber.  The  congress  complain,  and 
"VMomlain  justly  ^  this  grievance.* 

These  are  toe  three  consequential  pro- 
positions. I  have  thought  of  two  or  tnree 
iKire;  but  they  came  rather  too  near  de- 
1^}  and  to  the  province  of  executive  go- 
Wrnment,  which  I  wish  parliament  always 
to  superintend,  never  to  assume.  If  the 
intstx  are  granted,  congruity  will  carry 
Ae  latter  three.  If  not,  the  things  that 
imam  unrepealed,  will  be,  I  hope,  rather 
vnseemly  incumbrances  on  the  building, 
^  very  materially  detrimental  to  its 
^Hreogth  and  stidiility. 

Here,  Sir,  I  should  dose ;  but  that  I 
fiaialy  perceive  some  objections  remain 
vlkich  I  ought,  if  poasible,  to  remove, 
the  first  will  be,  that,  in  resorting  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  ancestors,  as  contained  in 
Ae  preamble  to  tiie  Chester  Act,  I  prove 
too  much ;  that  the  grievance  from  a  want 

*  The  Solicitor  Oeoenl  iaformed  Mr- 
Bodtewhen  the  ResoIutioDS  were  separately 
^ofcd,  that  the  grievance  of  the  jadm  par- 
ttiogof  the  profits  of  the  seizure  bad  oeen  re- 
^Ktted  by  office ;  aooordmgly  the  Resolution 
^Maaaeadsd. 


of  repitsentation  stated  in  that  preamble, 
goes  to  the  whole  of  l^islatipn  as  well  as 
to  taxation.  And  that  the  colonies 
grounding  themselves  upon  that  doctrine, 
will  apply  it  to  all  parts  of  legislative 
authority. 

To  tlus  objection,  with  all  possible  de- 
ference and  humility,  and  wishing  as  little 
as  any  man  living  to  impair  the  smallest 
particle  of -our  supreme  authority,  I 
answer,  that  the  words  are  the  wards  ofpar^ 
liamentf  and  nd  mine;  and,  that  au  ndse 
and  inconclusive  inferences,  drawn  from 
them,  are  not  mine;  for  I  heartily  dis- 
claim any  such  inference.  I  have  chosea 
the  words  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which 
Mr.  Orenville,  surely  a  tolerably  zealous 
and  very  Judicious  advocate  for  the  sove- 
reignty of  parliament,  formerly  moved  to 
have  read  at  your  table,  in  confirmation 
of  his  tenets.  It  is  true,  that  lord  ChatlMua 
considered  these  preamUea  as  dedaring 
stron^y  in  ikvour  of  his  opinions.  He 
was  a  no  less  powerful  advocate  for  the 
privileges  of  the  Americans.  Ought  I  not 
from  msnce  to  presuine,  that  these  pre- 
ambles are  as  &vourable  as  possible  to  both, 
when  properly  Understood;  ftvourable 
both  to  the  rights  of  parliament,  and  to 
the  privilege  of  the  dependencies  of 
this  crown  I  But,  Sir,  the  object  of  griev« 
ance  in  my  resolution,  I  have  not  taken 
from  the  Chester,  but  from  the  Durham 
Act,  which  confines  the  hardship  of  want 
of  representation  to  the  case  of  subsidies ; 
and  which  therefore  falls  in  exactly  with 
the  case  of  the  colonies.  But  whether 
the  unrepresented  counties  were  dejure^ 
or  deJactOf  bound,  the  preambles  do  not 
accurately  distinguish ;  nor  indeed  was  it 
necessarv ;  for  whether  dejure^  or  de/acto^ 
the  legislature  thought  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  taxing,  as  of  right,  or  as  of  fact 
witboat  right,  equaUy  a  grievance,  and 
equally  oppressive. 

I  do  not  know,  that  the  colonies  have, 
in  any  general  way,  or  in  any  cool  hour, 
gone  much  beyond  the  demand  of  immu- 
nity in  rehition  to  taxes.  It  is  not  fair  to 
judge  of  the  temper  or  dispositions  of  any 
man,  or  any  set  of  men,  when  they  are 
composed  and  at  rest,  from  their  conduct, 
or  their  expressions,  in  a  state  of  diMurb- 
ance  and  irritation.  It  is  besides  a  vf  ry 
sreat  mistake  to  imagine,  that  mankind 
follow  up  practically  any  speculative  prin« 
ciple,  either  of  government  or  of  freedom, 
as  far  as  it  will  go  in  argument  and  logical 
illation.  We  Englishmen  stop  very  snort 
of  the  principles  upon  which  we  support 
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a^y  given  part  of  our  coDstkutioii ;  or 
even  the  whole  of  it  tosether.  I  could 
easily,  if  I  had  not  already  tired  you»  give 
you  very  striking  and  convincing  instances 
of  it.  This  is  nothing  .but  what  is  natural 
and  proper.  All  government,  indeed 
every  human  benefit  and  enjoyment,  every 
virtue,  and  every  prudent  act,  is  founded 
on  compromise  and  barter.  We  balance 
inconveniences;  we  eive  and  take;  we 
remit  some  rights,  that  we  may  enjoy 
ethers ;  and,  we  chuse  rather  to  be  happy 
citizens,  than  subtle  disputants.  As  we 
must  ^ive  away  some  natural  liberty,  to  en- 
joy civil  advantages;  so  we  must  sacrifice 
some  civil  liberties,  for  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  communion  and  fel- 
lowship of  a  great  empire.  But  in  all  fair 
dealings  the  thing  bought  must  bear  some 
proportion  to  the  purchase  paid.  None 
will  barter  away  the  immeduUe  jewel  of 
his  soul.  Though  a  great  house  is  apt  to 
make  slaves  haughtyt  yet  it  is  purchasing 
apart  of  the  artificial  importance  of  a 
great  empire  too  dear,  to  pay  for  it  all  es- 
sential rights,  and  all  the  intrinsic  dignity 
of  human  nature.  None  of  us  who  would 
not  risk  his  life,  rather  than  fidl  under  a 

Sovemment  purely  arbitrary.  But,  aU 
lough  there  are  some  amongst  us  who 
think  our  constitution  wants  many  im- 
provements, to  make  it  a  complete  system 
of  liberty,  perhaps  none  who  are  of  that 
opinion  would  thmk  it  right  to  aim  at  such 
improvement,  by  disturbing  his  country, 
and  risking  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  him. 
In  every  arduous  enterprise,  we  consider 
what  we  are  to  lose,  as  veil  as  what  we 
are  to  gain;  and  the  more  and  better 
stake  of  liberty  every  people  possess,  the 
less  they  will  hazard  in  a  vain  attempt  to 
make  it  more.  These  are  the  cords  of  man. 
Man  acts  from  adequate  motives  relative 
to  his  interest ;  and  not  on  metaphysical 
speculations.  -  Aristotle,  the  great  master 
of  reasoning,  cautions  us,  and  with  great 
weight  and  propriel^, .  against  this  species 
of  delusive  geometnoBl  accuracy .  in  moral 
arguments,  as  the  moBt  fallacious  of  all  so- 
phistry. 

The  Awfricans  will  have  no  interest 
contrary  to  the  grandeur  and  glory  of 
England,  when  Uiey  are  not  oppressed  by 
4he  weight  of  it ;  and  they  will  rather  be 
inclined  to  respect  the  acts  of  a  superin- 
tending legislature ;  when  they  see  them 
the  acts  of  that  power,  which  is  itself  the 
security,  not  the  rival,  of  their  secondary 
importance.  In  this  assuranoe,  my  mind 
nest  perlbctly  acquicBoes ;   and  I  confess, 


I  feel  not  the  least  alarm,  from  the  disooa- 
tents  which  are  to  arise,  from  putting  peo- 
ple at  their  ease ;  nor  do  I  apprehend  the 
destruction  of  this  empire,  mm  giving,  by 
an  act  of  free  grace  and  indulgence,  to  two 
millions  of  my  fellow  citizens,  some  share 
of  those  rights,  upon  which  I  have  always 
been  taught  to  value  myself. 

It  is  said,  indeed,  that  this  power  of 
granting,  vested  in  American  assemblifit, 
would  dissolve  the  unity  of  the  empire^ 
which  was  preserved,  entire,  although 
Wales,  and  Chester,  and  Durham,  were 
added  to  it.  Truly,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  know  what  this  unity  means  ;  nor  haa 
it  ever  been  heard  of,  that  I  know,  id  the 
constitutional  policy  of  this  country.  Tha 
very  idea  of  subordination  of  parts,  ex- 
dudes  this  notion  of  simple  and  undivided 
unity.  England  is  the  head ;  but  ahe  is 
not  the  head  and  the  membeva  too.  Icdaad 
has  ever  had  from  the  beginning  a  aepa-^ 
rate,  but  not  an  independent,  l^^lature  ; 
which,  far  from  distracting,  prooK>ted  the 
union  of  the  whole.  Every  thing  waa 
sweetly  and  harmoniously  disposed  through 
both  islands  for  the  conservation  of  Eog- 
lish  dominion,  and  the  communicatloD  ef 
English  liberties.  I  do  not  see  thai 
the  same  principles  might  not  be  carried 
into  twenty  islands,  and  with  the  aana 
good  effect.  This  is  my  model  with  xe* 
gard  to  America,  as  far  as  the  intemsl 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  are  the 
same.  I  know  no  other  unity  of  thia  eo* 
pire,  than  I  can  drawn  from  ita  exanaple 
during  these  periods,  when  it  seemed  to 
my  poor  understanding  more  united  thaa 
it  is  now,  or  than  it  is  likely  to  be  by  the 
present  methods. 

But  since  I  speak  of  these  methods,  I 
recollect,  Mr.  Speaker,  almost  too  Istt^ 
that  I  promised,  before  I  finished,  is 
say  something  of  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  lord  (North)  on  the  floor,  vhick 
has  been  so  lately  received,  and  atanda  aa 
your  Journals.  I  must  be  deeply  opi^ 
cemed,  whenever  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
continue  a  difference  with  the  majonty  af 
this  House.  But  as  the  reasons  for  thai 
difference  are  my  apology  for  thttatrodb* 
ling  you,  soflfer  aaeto  state  them  in  a.  very 
few  words.  I  shall  compress  them  into  9$ 
small  a  body  as  I  possibly  can,  having  ai* 
ready  debated  that  matter  at  large,  whea 
the  question  was  before  the  committee. 

First,  then,  I  cannot  admit  that  propo* 
sition  of  a  ransom  by  auction  ; — because 
it  is  a  mere  project.  It  is  a  thins  new; 
unheard  of;  supported  by  no.expenenoe; 
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justified  by  ao  analogy ;  without  example 
of  our  ancestors,  or  root  in  the  consti- 
todoD. 

It  is  neither  regular  parliamentary  tax- 
a&'oo,  nor  colony  grant.  Experimentum 
mjcofpore  vUi^  is  a  good  rule,  which  will 
ever  make  me  adverse  to  any  trial  of  ex- 
periments on  what  is  certainly  the  most 
Tslaable  of  all  subjects;  the  peace  of  this 
empire. 

Secondly,  it  is  an  experiment  which 
nust  be  ntal  in  the  end  to  our  constitu- 
tion. For  what  is  it  but  a  scheme  for 
taxing  the  colcmies  in  the  anti-chamber  of 
the  noble  lord  and  his  successors?  To 
Mttie  the  quotas  and  proportions  in  this 
Hoose,  is  clearly  impossible.  You,  Sir, 
siay  flatter  yourself,  you  shall  sit  a  state 
auctioneer,  with  yo^r  hammer  in  your 
band,  and  knock  down  to  each  colony  as 
it  bids.  But  to  settle  (on  the  plan  laid 
doirnbythe  noble  lord)' the  true  propor- 
dooal  payment  for  four  or  five  and  twenty 
government?,  according  to  the  absolute 
<snd  the  relative  wealth  of  each,  and  ao- 
ontiing  to  the  British  proportion  of  wealth 
ttd  barthen,  is  a  wila  and  chimerical  no- 
tion. This  new  taxation  must  therefore 
tme  m  by  the  back-door  of  the  consti- 
tution, ^ach  quota  must  be  brought  to 
tfuB  House  ready  formed ;  you  can  neither 
•dd  nor  alter.  You  must  register  it.  You 
caa  do  nothing  further.  For  on  what 
grounds  can  you  deliberate  either  before 
«  after  the  proposition  ?  You  cannot  hear 
die  counsel  for  all  these  provinces,  quar- 
KQiag  each  on  its  own  quantity  of  pay- 
iDeot,  and  its  proportion  to  others.  Ifyou 
ibould  attempt  it,  the  committee  of  pro- 
vbdal  ways  and  means,  or  by  whatever 
other  name  it  will  delight  to  be  called,  must 
i^ow  up  all  the  time  of  parliament. 

Thirdly,  it  does  not  give  satisfaction  to 
Ihe  complaint  of  the  colonies.  They  com- 
phuD,  toat  they  are  taxed  without  their 
CMieat ;  you  answer,  that  you  will  fix  the 
iooi  St  which  they  shall  be  taxed.  That 
h,  yoQ  give  them  the  very  grievance  for 
the  lemedy.  You  tell  them  indeed,  that 
|oa  will  leave  the  mode  to  themselves.  I 
nsDjT  beg  pardon:  it  gives  me  pain  to 
Mition  it ;  bat  vou  must  be  sensible  that 
)oa  will  not  permrm  this  part  of  the  com- 
Ittt.  For,  suppose  the  colonies  were  to 
i^  the  duties  which  furnished  their  con- 
ygent,  upon  the  importation  of  your  ma- 
tinctures;  you  know  you  would  never 
ftftr  such  a  tax  to  be  laid.  You  know 
^  that  you  would  not  suffer  many  other 
Aodes  of  taxation.    So  that,  when  you 
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come  to  explain  yourself,  it  will  be  found, 
that  you  wjJl  neither  leave  to  themselves 
the  quantum  nor  the  mode ;  nor  indeed 
any  thing.  The  whole  is  delusion  from 
one  end  to  the  other. 

Fourthly,  this  method  of  ransom  by 
auction,  unless  it  be  universally  accepted, 
will  plunge  you  into  great  and  inextrica- 
ble difficulties.  In  what  year  of  our  Lord 
are  theproportions  of  payments  to  be  set- 
tled ?  To  say  nothing  of  the  impossibility 
that  colony  agents  should  have  gene- 
ral powers  of  taxing  the  colonies  at  their 
discretion ;  consider,  I  implore  you,  that 
the  communication  by  special  messages,' 
and  orders  between  these  agents  and  their 
constituents,  on  each  variation  of  thecase, 
when  the  parties  come  to  contend  toge- 
ther, and  to  dispute  on  their  relative  pro- 
portions, will  be  a  matter  of  delay,  per- 
plexity, and  confusion,  that  never  can  have 
an  end. 

If  all  the  colonies,  do  not  appear  at  the 
outcry,  what  is  the  condition  of  those  as- 
semblies, who  offer,  by  themselves  or  their 
agents,  to  tax  thcnciselves  up  to  your  ideas 
of  their  proportion  ?  The  refractory  colo- 
nies, who  refuse  all  composition,  will  re- 
main taxed  only  to  your  old  impositions, 
which,  however  grievous  in  principle,  are 
trifling  as  to  production.  The  obedient 
colonies  in  this  scheme  are  heavily  taxed ; 
the  refractory  remain  unburthened.  What 
will  you  do  ?  Will  you  lay  new  and  heavier 
taxes  by  parliament  on  the  disobedient? 
Pray  consider  in  what  way  you  can  do  it. 
You  are  perfectly  convinced  that  in  the 
way  of  taxing,  you  can  do  nothing  but  at 
the  ports.  Now  suppose  it  is  Virginia 
that  refuses  to  appear  at  your  auction, 
while  Maryland  and  North  Carolina  bid 
handsomely  for  their  ransom,  and  are 
taxed  to  your  quota:  how  will  you  put 
these  colonies  on  a  par  ?  Will  you  tax  the 
tobacco  of  Virginia  r  If  you  do,  you  give 
its  death  wound  to  your  English  revenue 
at  home,  and  to  one  of  the  very  greatest 
articles  of  your  own  foreign  trade.  If  you 
tax  the  import  of  that  rebellious  colony, 
what  do  you  tax  but  your  own  manufac- 
tures, or  the  goods  of  some  other  obedient, 
and  already  well  taxed  colony  ?  Who  has 
said  one  word  on  this  labyrinth  of  detail, 
which  bewilders  you  more  and  more  as 
you  enter  into  it?  Who  has  presented, 
who  can  present  you,  with  a  clue^  to  lead 
you  out  of  it  ?  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  impossi- 
ble, that  you  should  not  recollect  that  the 
cdony  bounds  are  so  implicated  in  one 
another  (you  kQOvr  it  by  your  other  expe- 
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rimenU  in  the  BUI  for  prohibiting  the  New 
England  fishery)  that  you  can  lay  no  pos- 
sible restraints  on  almost  any  of  them 
which  may  not  be  presently  eluded,  if  you 
do  not  confound  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty,  and  burthen  those  whom  upon 
every  principle,  you  ought  -  to  exonerate. 
He  must  be  grossly  ignorant  of  America, 
who  thinks,  that,  without  falling  into  this 
confusion  of  all  rules  of  equity  and  policy, 
you  can  restrain  any  single  colony,  espe- 
cially Virginia  and  Maryland,  the  central, 
and  most  important  of  them  all. 

Let  it  also  be  considered,  that,  either  in 
the  present  confusion  you  settle  a  perma- 
nent contingent,  which  will  and  must  be 
trifling ;  and  then  you  have  no  efiectual 
revenue;  or  you  change  the  quota  at 
every  exigency ;  and  then  on  every  new 
repartition  you  will  have  a  new  quarrel. 

Reflect,  besides,  that  when  you  have 
fixed  a  quota  for  every  colony,  you  have 
not  provided  for  prompt  and  punctual 
payment.  Suppose  one,  two,  five,  ten 
years  arrears.  You  cannot  issue  a  trea- 
sury extent  against  the  failing  colony. 
You  must  make  new  Boston  port  bills, 
new  restraining  laws,  new  acts  for  drag- 
ging men  to  England  for  trial.  You  must 
send  out  new  fleets,  new  armies.  All  is  to 
begin  again.  From  this  day  forward  the 
empire  is  never  to  know  an  hour's  tran- 
quillity. An  intestine  fire  will  be  kept 
dive  in  the  bowels  of  tlie  colonies,  which 
one  time  or  other  must  consume  this 
whole  empire.  1  allow  indeed  that  the 
empire  of  Germany  raises  her  revenue  and 
her  troops  by  quotas  and  contingents;  but 
the  revenue  of  the  empire,,  and  the  army 
of  the  empire,  is  the  worst  revenue,  and 
the  worst  army,  in  the  world. 

Instead  of  a  standing  revenue,  you  will 
therefore  have  a  perpetual  quarrel.  In- 
deed the  noble  lord,  who  proposed  this 
Sroject  of  a  ransom  by  auction,  seemed 
imself  to  be  of  that  opinion.  His  project 
was  rather  designed  for  breaking  the  union 
of  the  colonies,  than  for  establishing  a  re- 
venue. He  confessed,  he  apprehended 
that,  his  proposal  would  not  be  to  their 
taste.  I  say,  this  scheme  of  disunion 
seems  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  project ; 
for  I  will  not  suspect  that  the  noble  lord 
meant  nothing  but  merely  to  delude  the 
nation  by  an  airy  phantom  which  he  never 
intended  to  realize.  But  whatever  his 
views  may  be,  as  1  propose  the  peace  and 
union  of  the  colonies  as  the  very  founda- 
tion of  my  plan,  it  caqnot  accord  with  one 
whose  fi>unaation  is  perpetual  discord. 


Compare  the  two.    This  I  ofier  to  give 
you  is  plain  and  simple.    The  other  full  of 
perplexed  and  intricate  mazes.    This  ii 
mild ;  that  harsh.    This  is  found  by  ex- 
perience  effectual  for  its  purposes;  die 
other  is  a  new  project.    This  is  universal ; 
the  other  calculated  for  certam  colooiei 
only.    This  is  immediate  in  its  coDcilia- 
tory  operation ;  the  other  remote,  coDtin* 
gent,  full  of  hazard.    Mine  is  what  b^ 
comeS)  the  dignity  of  a  ruling  people ;  gra- 
tuitous, unconditional,  and  not  held  out  ai 
matter  of  bargain  and  sale.    I  have  dont 
my  duty^  in  proposing  it  to  you.    I  bare 
indeed  tired  you  by  along  discourse;  bat 
this  is  the  misfortune  of  those  to  whose  in- 
fluence nothing  will  be  conceded,  and  wlio 
must  win  every  indi  of  their  ground  bv 
argument.     You  have    heard   me  vitk 
goodness.    May  you  decide  with  wisdom! 
For  my  part,  I  feel  mv  mind  greatly  di^ 
burthened  by  what  I  have  done  to  daf. 
1  have  been  the  less  fearful  of  trymg  jour 
patience,  because  on  this  subject  I  mean 
to  spare  it  altogether  in  future.    I  hm 
this  comfort,  tlmt  in  every  stage  of  tba 
American  afiairs,  I  have  steaidily  opposel 
the  measures  that  have  produced  the  coo- 
fusion,  and  may  bring  on  the  destnictioa 
of  this  empire.    I  now  go  so  fitr  as  to  riik 
a  proposal  of  my  own.    If  I  cannot  give 
peace  to  my  country,  I  give  it  to  my  cott* 
sdencc. 

But  what  (says  the  financier)  is  peace 
to  us  without  money  ?  Your  plan  gives  si 
no  revenue.  No !  But  it  does^For  it  ae* 
cures  to  the  subject  the  power  of  refusal; 
the  first  of  all  revenues.  Experience  ili 
a  cheat,  and  fact  a  liar,  if  this  power  ii 
the  subject  of  proportioning  his  grspt,  or 
of  not  granting  at  all,  has  not  been  fooni 
the  richest  mine  of  revenue  ever  discoverei 
by  the  skill  or  by  the  fortune  of  man.  ft 
does  not  indeed  vote  you  152,752£i  11<> 
2flLf ,  nor  any  other  paltry  limited  soni^ 
But  it  gives  the  strong  box  itself,  the  fM 
the  bank,  from  whence  only  revenues  ca 
arise  amongst  a  people  sensible  of  fte^ 
dom :  Posita  ludUur  area.  Cannot  jot 
in  England ;  cannot  you  at  this  time  of 
day ;  cannot  you,  a  House  of  Coamsmt 
trust  to  the  principle  which  has  raised  lo 
mighty  a  revenue,  and  accumulated  s  debt 
of  near  140  millions  in  this  country?  b 
this  principle  to  be  true  in  England,  asd 
false  every  where  else?  Is  it  not  true  is 
Ireland  ?  Has  it  not  hitherto  be«i  tmeiB 
the  colonies  \  Why  should  you  presoni^ 
that,  in  any  country,  a  body  duly  coDSti> 
tuted  for  any  functiooi  will  nq^ect  to  pc» 
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kna  its  duty,  and  abdicate  it«  trust? 
Sach  a  presumption  would  go  against  all 
governments  in  all  modes.  But,  in  truth, 
tiiis  dread  of  penury  of  supply,  from  a 
fiee  assembly,  lias  no  foundation  in  na« 
tore.  For  nret  obserre,  that  besides  the 
desire  which  all  men  have  naturally  of 
supporting  the  honour  of  their  own  go- 
Temment;  that  sense  of  dignity,  and  that 
security  to  property,  which  ever  attends 
freedom,  has  a  tendoacy  to  increase  the 
Hock  of  the  free  community.  Most  may 
be  taken  where  most  is  accumulated.  And 
what  is  the  soil  or  climate  where  expe* 
rience  has  not  uniformly  proved,  that  the 
Tolimtary  flow  of  heaped-up  plenty,  burst- 
ing from  the  weight  of  its  own  rich  luxu- 
nanoe,  has  ever  run  with  a  more  copious 
itieam  of  revenue,  than  could  be  squeezed 
from  the  dry  husks  of  oppressed  indigence, 
by  the  straining  of  all  the  politic  machinery 
in  the  world. 

Next  we  knofw,  that  parties  must  ever 
exitt  in  a  free  countiy.  We  know  too, 
Ibat  the  emulations  of  such  parties,  their 
eoQtradictions,  their  reciprocal  necessities, 
tfadr  hopes^  and  their  fears,  must  send 
them  all  in  their  turns  to  him  that  holds 
Ihe  halanoe  of  the  state.  The  parties  are 
the  gamesters;  but  government  keeps  the 
Isble,  and  is  sure  to  be  the  winner  m  the 
CDd.  When  this  gam^e  is  played,  I  really 
think  it  is  more  to  be  feared,  that  the  peo- 
|ie  will  he  exhausted,  than  that*govem- 
jBeot  will  not  be  supplied,  ^^ereas, 
whatever  is  got  by  acts  of  absolute  powe^ 
M  obeyed,  because  odious,  or  by  contracts 
^  kept,  because  constrained ;  will  be  nar- 
isw,  fieeble,  uncertain,  and  precarious. 
^  Ease  would  retract  vows  made  in  pain, 
«  violent  and  void/' 

I,  for  one,  protest  against  compounding 
lor  demands:  I  declare  against  com- 
pounding, for  a  poor  limited  sum,  the  irn* 
fKnse,  ovo'growing,  eternal  debt,  which 
■  due  to  generous  *  government  from  pro- 
teed  freedom.  And  so  may  I  speed  in 
%  great  object  1  propose  to  you,  as  I 
^k  it  wodd  not  only  be  an  act  of  in* 
fMice,  but  would  be  the  worst  ceconomy 
>Btfae  world,  to  compel  the  colonies  to  a 
to  certain,  either  in  the  way  of  ransom, 
if  in  the  way  of  compulsory  compact. 
^  But  to  clear  up  my  ideas  on  thissub- 
JKt— a  revenue  from  America  transn^itted 
aither-Hlo  not  delude  yourselves— you 
*^ercan  receive  i^— No,  not  a  shilhng. 
He  have  experience  that  from  remote 
Varies  it  is  not  to  be  expeeted.  If, 
^  yott  attempted  to  extract  revenue 


from  Bengal,  you  were  obliged  to  return 
in- loan  what  you  had  taken  in  imposition  ; 
what  can  you  expect  from  North  Ame- 
rica ?  for  certainly,  if  ever  there  was  a 
country  qualified  to  produce  •  wealth,  it  is 
India ;  or  an  institution  fit  for  the  trans- 
mission, it  is  the  East-India  Company. 
America  has  none  of  these  aptitudes.  If 
America  gives  you  taxable  objects,  on 
which  you  lay  your  duties  here,  and  gives 
you,  at  the  same  time,  a  surplus  by  a  fo- 
reign sale  of  her  commodities  to  pay  the 
duties  on  these  objects  which  you  tax  at 
home,  slie  has  performed  her  part  to  the 
British  revenue.  But  with  regard  to  her 
own  internal  establishments ;  she  may,  I 
doubt  not  she  will,  contribute  in  modera- 
tion. I  say  in  moderation ;  for  she  ough^ 
not  to  be  permitted  to  exhaust  herself. 
She  ought  to  be  reserved  to  a  war ;  the 
weight  of  which,  with  the  enemies  that 
we  are  most  likely  to  have,  roust  be  con- 
siderable in  her  quarter  of  the  globe. 
There  she  may  serve  you,  and  serve  you 
essentially. 

For  that  service,  for  all  service,  whether 
of  revenue,  trade,  or  empire,  my  trust  is. 
in  her  interest  in  the  British  constitution. 
My  hold  of  the  colonies  is  in  the  close  af- 
fection which  grows  from  common  names, 
from  kindred  blood,  from  similar  privi- 
leges, and  equal  protection.  These  are 
ties,  whidi,  thoueh  light  as  air,  are  as 
strong  as  links  of  iron.  Let  the  colonies 
always  keep  the  idea  of  their  civil  rights 
associated  with  your  government ;— they 
will  cline  and  grapple  to  you;  and  no 
force  under  heaven  will  be  of  power  to 
tear  them  from  their  allegiance.  But  let 
it  be  once  understood,  that  your  govern- 
ment may  be  one  thing,  and  their  privi- 
leges another ;  that  these  two  things  may 
exist  without  any  mutual  relation ;  the  ce- 
ment is  gone ;  the  cohesion  is  loosened  ; 
and  every  thing  hastens  to  decay  and  dis- 
solution. As  long  as  you  have  the  wisdom 
to  keep  the  sovereign  authority  of  this 
country  as  the  sanctuary  of  liberty,  the 
sacred  temple  consecrated  to  our  common 
faith,  wherever  the  chosen  race  and  sons 
of  England  worship  freedom,  they  will 
turn  their  faces  towards  you.  The  more 
they  multiply,  the  more  friends  you  will 
have  ;  the  more  ardently  they  love  liberty, 
the  more  perfect  will  be  their  obedience. 
Slavery  they  can  have  any  where.  It  is  a 
weed  that  grows  in  every  soil.  They  may 
have  it  from  Spain,  they  may  have  it  from 
Prussia.  But  until  you  become  lost  to  all 
feeling  of  your  true  interest  and  your  na- 
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tural  dignity,  freedom  th^  can  have  from 
none  but  you.  This  is  the  commodity  of 
price,  of  which  you  have  the  monopoly. 
This  is  the  true  act  of  navigation,  which 
binds  to  you  the  commerce  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  through  them  secures  to  you  the 
wealth  of  the  world.  Deny  them  this 
participation  of  freedom,  and  you  break 
that  sole  bond,  which  originally  made, 
and  must  still  preserve,  the  unity  of  the 
empire.  Do  not  entertain  so  weak  an 
imagination,  as  that  your  reffisters  and 
your  bonds,  your  affidavits  and  your  suf- 
ferances, your  cockets  and  your  clearances, 
are  what  form  the  great  securities  of  your 
commerce.  Do  not  dream  that  your  let- 
ters of  office,  and  your  instructions,  and 
your  suspending  clauses,  are  the  things 
that  hold  together  the  great  contexture  of 
this  :aysterious  whole.  These  thin^  do 
not  make  your  government.  Dead  in- 
struments, passive  tools  as  they  are,  it  is 
the  spirit  or  the  English  communion,  that 
ffives  all  their  life  and  efficacy  to  ihem. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  the  English  constitution, 
which,  iniused  through  the  mighty  mass, 
pervades,  feeds,  unites,  invigorates,  vivb- 
fies,  ever^  part  of  the  empire,  even  down 
to  the  mmutest  member. 

Is  it  not  the  same  virtue  which  does 
every  thing  for  us  here  in  England  ?  Do 
you  imagine  then,  that  it  is  the  Land  Tax 
Act  which  raises  your  revenue ;  that  it  is 
the  annual  vote  in  the  committee  of  sup- 
jjy,  which  gives  you  your  army  ?  or  that 
It  is  the  Mutiny  Bill  which  inspires  it  with 
bravery  and  discipline?  No!  surely  no! 
It  is  the  love  of  the  people;  it  is  their  at- 
tachment to  their  government  from  the 
sense  of  the  deep  stake  they  have  in  such 
a  glorious  institution,  which  gives  you 
your  army  and  your  navy,  and  infuses  into 
both  that  liberal  obedience,  without  which 
your  army  would  be  a  base  rabble,  and 
your  navy  nothing  but  rotten  timber. 

All  this,  I  know  well  enough,  will  sound 
wild  and  chimerical  to  die  profane  herd  df 
those  vulgar  and  mechanical  politicians, 
who  have  no  place  among  us ;  a  sort  of 
people  who  think  that  nothing  exists  but 
what  is  gross  and  materia] ;  and  who  there- 
fore, far  from  being  qualified  to  be  direc- 
tors of  the  great  movement  of  empire,  are 
not  fit  to  turn  a  wheel  in  the  machine. 
But  to  men  truly  initiated  and  riditly 
taught,  these  ruling  and  master  principles, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  men  as  I 
have  mentioned,  have  no  substantial  exis- 
tence, are  in  truth  every  thing,  and  all  in 
all.    Mi^iDaolmity  in  politics  is  not  sdU 
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dom  the  truest  wiadom ;  and  a  greit  em- 
pire and  little  minds  go  ill  tsgetfaer.  If 
we  are  conscious  of  our  situation,  and  giov 
with  zeal  to  fill  our  places  as  becsum  our 
stadon  and  ourselves,  we  ought  to  ainpi- 
cate  all  our  public  proceedings  on  Aaifr> 
rka,  with  the  old  warning  of  the  chanb, 
Surswm  corda  J  We  ought  to  devate  sor 
minds  to  the  greatness  of  that  traM  to 
which  the  order  of  Providence  has  caUed 
us.  By  adverting  to  the  dignity  of  diii 
high  calling,  our  ancesturs  have  tuned  t 
savage  wilderness  into  a  glorious  eaipire; 
and  have  made  the  most  extensive,  uA 
the  onl^  honourable  conquests ;  not  bf 
destroying,  but  by  promoting,  the  veakh, 
the  numW,  the  happiness  of  the  banai 
race.  Let  us  get  an  Ameiican  revenue  m 
we  have  got  an  American  empire.  Eog* 
lish  privileges  have  made  it  all  that  it  ii; 
English  privil^es  alone  will  make  it  all  it 
can  be. 

In  full  confidence  of  this  unalteiaUe 
truth,  I  now  (quod  felix  faosturnqoedl) 
—Jay  the  first  stone  of  the  tenple  m 
peace ;  and  I  move  you,  Ac* 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  with  moving  the 
first  of  the  following  Resolutions : 

**  1.  That  the  colonies  and  plsatation 
of  Greitt  Britain  in  North  America,  cos* 
sisting  of  fourteen  separate  governmeBlib 
and  containing  two  millions  and  upwaidl 
of  free  inhabitants,  have  not  had  the  U* 
berty  and  privilege  of  dectingand  aendiaf 
any  knights  and  burgesses,  or  othen,  te 
represent  them  in  the  high  couit  of  fMuii^ 
ment.*' 

«<  2.  That  the  said  colonies  and  pbn^ 
tations  have  been  made  liable  to,  and 
bounden  by,  several  subsidies,  paymeBtt, 
rates,  and  taxes,  given  and  granted  bf 
parliament ;  though  the  said  (Monies  aod 
plantations  have  not  their  knights  aod 
burgesses,  in  the  said  high  court  of  psrti^ 
ment,  of  their  own  election,  to  renreaeot 
the  condition  of  their  country,  6y  ^ 
vohareqft  they  have  been  qfUntima  touM 
and  grieved  by  subsidies  given  fgrantedftfd 
assented  to^  tn  the  said  courts  ts  a  stfsssr 
prejudicial  to  the  commonweaithi  ^fod»^ 
rest  J  and  peace^  ^  the  subjects  tMhahitisg 
within  the  same,** 

'<  3.  That,  from  the  distance  of  theaaid 
colonies,  and  from  other  circumatSDoefi 
no  method  hath  hitherto  b^n^eviiedfor 
procuring  a  representation  in  psffisiMDt 
tor  the  said  colonies.'' 

^'  4.  That  each  of  tbesaid  cotomei ks^ 
within  itself  a  body,  chosen,  in  part  orm 
the  whole,  by  the  fteein^>  freeholds^  ^ 
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oCher  free  inhahitanU  thereof,  commoolj 
calied  the  general  a9sembly9  or  general 
court ;  with  powers  legally  lo  raiae,  levy, 
ladaneMy  according  to  the  several  usage 
of  inch  ooUmieSy  duties  and  taxes  towards 
defraying  all  sorts  of  public  senrices/'* 

^  5.  That  the  said  general  assemblies, 
geoersl  courts,  or  other  bodies,  l^ally 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  have  at  sundry*  times 
iireely  granted  several  hurge  subsidies  and 
public  aids  for  his  Majesty's  service,  ac- 
coiding  to  their  abilities,  when  required 
tfaereto  by  letter  from  one  of  his  Majesty's 
pnacipal  secretaries  of  state ;  and  that 
their  right  to  grant  the  same,  and  their 
cheerfidness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said 
ran,  have  been  at  sundry  times  acknow- 
idgtd  by  parliament." 

**  6.  That  it  hath  been  found  by  expe- 
rieDce,  that  the  manner  of  granting  the 
nid  sopplies  and  aids,  by  the  said  general 
'snerabiies,  hath  been  more  agreeable  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  colonies,  and 
nore  beneficial  i|nd  conducive  to  the  pub- 
lic lervice,  than  the  mode  of  giving  and 
gnating  aids  and  subsidies  in  parliament 
Is  be  raised  and  paid  in  the  said  colonies.'* 

"  7.  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal 
n  Act,  made  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  preeeut  Majesty,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
Biitish  colonies  and  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica; for  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  du- 
tin  of  costomSy  upon  the  exportation  from 
diiikinedom,  of  coffee  and  cocoa-nuts,  of 
the  produce  of  the  said  colonies  or  planta- 
tioDs;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks 
ptyable  on  China  earthen-ware  exported 
to  America;  and  for  more  effectually  pre- 
veotiog  the  clandestine  running  of  goods 
in  the  said  ccdonies  and  plantations.*' 

**  8.  That  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal 
m  Act,  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the 
leign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled. 
An  Act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner, 
and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  men- 
tiooed,  the  landing  and  discharging,  lad- 
logor  abippine  of  goods»  wares,  ana  mer- 
modize,  at  the  town,  and  within  the  bar* 
bour,  of  Boston,  in  the  province  of  Masaa- 
chuset'a  Bay,  in  North  America.'' 

''  9.  That  it  may  he  proper  to  repeal 
^  Act,  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the 
'CigD  d  his  present  Majesty,  intituled, 
An  Act  for  tne  Impartial  administration 
^^jostice,  in  cases  of  persons  questioned  for 
^7  acta  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of 
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*  The  words  ia  italics  were,  by  an  aneado 
^oM  that  wu  carried,  left  eat  of  the  motion^ 


the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  and 
tumults,  in  the  province  of  Massachuset's 
Bay,  in  New  England." 

**  10.  That  it  is  proper  to  repeal  an  Act« 
made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 

S resent  Majesty,  intituled.  An  Act  for  the 
etter  regulating  the  government  of  the 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England." 

*M1.  That  it  is  proper  to  exphiin 
and  amend  an  Act,  made  in  the  S5th  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  8,  intitulerl. 
An  Act  for  the  trial  of  treasons  committed 
out  of  the  King's  dominions." 

*^  12.  That,  from  the  time  when  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  or  general  court,  of  any 
colonv  or  plantation,  in  North  America^ 
shall  have  appointed,  bv  act  of  assembly 
duly  confirmed,  a  settled  salary  to  the  oJ« 
fices  of  the  chief  justice  and  judges  of  tho 
superior  courts,  it  may  be  proper  that  the 
said  chief  justice  and  other  judges  of  the 
superior  courts  of  such  colony  shall  hold 
his  and  their  office  and  offices  during  their 
good  behaviour ;  ,and  shall  not  be  removed 
therefrom,  but  when  the  said  removal 
shall  be  adjudged  by  his  Majesty  in  coun- 
cil, upon  a  hearing  on  complaint  from  the 
general  assembly,  or  on  a  complaint  from  - 
the  governor,  or  council,  or  toe  house  of 
representatives,  severally,  of  the  colony 
in  which  the  said  chief  justice  and  other 
judges  have  exercised  the  said  office." 

^13.  That  it  may  be  proper  to  regulate 
the  courts  of  admirtutv,  or  vice-admiralty, 
authorised  by  the  15th  chapter  of  the  4th 
of  George  S,  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make 
the  same  more  commodious  to  those  who 
sue,  or  are  sued,  in  the  said  courts ;  and  to 
promdejbr  the  more  decent  maintenance  of 
t&e  judges  of  the  tameJ* 

The  question  being  put  on  the  first  Re- 
solution, Mr.  Burke  was  answered  by  Uie 
Attorney  General,  who  displayed  great 
dexterity  and  address  in  his  observations 
on  tl>e  plan.  The  other  speakers  on  that 
side  were,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  Mr.  Cornwall, 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  and  others.  The 
motions  were  supported  by  lord  John 
Cavendish,  Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  Tuffiiell, 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  by  Mr.  Foji,  who 
spoke  with  the  greatest  ability  and  spirit. 

The  ministerial  side  did  not  in  general 
so  much  object  to  this  plan,  as  repeat  and 
inforoe  their  general  arguments  on  the  su- 
premacy of  the  British  parliament,  and  in 
Ikvour  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
American  taxation.  They  denied  that 
the  American  assemblies  ever  had,  at  any 
time^  a  legal  power  of  granting  a  rervenua 
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lo  the  crown.  That  this  was  the  privflege 
of  parliament  only^  and  could  not  be  com- 
municated to  any  other  body  whataoerer : 
for  this 

Mr.  Jenkinson  quoted  the  fiunous  Act 
for  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
subject*  commonly  called  the  Declaration 
of  kight ;  which,  as  they  insisted,  clearly 
inforced  the  exclusive  right  of  taxing  in 
parliament  all  parts  of  the  King's  domi- 
nions. The  article  is  as  follows,  that 
**  Levying  money  for,  or  to  the  use  of  the 
erown,  by  pretence  of  prerogative,  without 
grant  of  parliament,  for  a  longer  time,  or 
m  other  manner  than  the  same  is  or  shall 
be  granted,  is  illegal.''  This,  he  said,  was 
not  only  prudent  but  necessary.  The 
right  of  taxing  was  inherent  in  the  su- 
preme power ;  and  by  being  the  most  es- 
sential of  all  powers,  was  the  most  ne- 
cessary, not  only  to  be  reserved  in  theory, 
but  exercised  in  practice ;  or  it  would,  m 
liflfect,  be  lost,  and  all  other  powers  along 
with  it.  It  was,  he  said,  a  great  mistake, 
that  the  establishment  oT  a  parliament  in 
Ireland  precluded  Great  Britain  from  tax- 
ing that  kingdom.  That  the  right  of  tax- 
ing it,  had  always  been  maintained  and 
exercised  too,  whenever  it  was  thought 
expedient,  and  ought  undoubtedly  always 
to  be  so,  whenever  the  British  parliament 
judged  proper;  having  no  other  rule  in 
this  respect,  but  its  own  discretion.  That 
all  inferior  assemblies  were  only  like  the 
corporate  towns  in  England,  who  had  a 
power,  like  them,  of  miwng  bye-laws,  and 
nothing  more.  He  recommended  the  ex- 
ample of  the  French  government  in  their 
provinces  called  Pais  d'etats;  where, 
though  the  people  seem  to  grant,  yet,  in 
reality,  the  mode  alone  of  raising  the  tax 
is  left  to  the  province ;  the  crown  always 
fixing  the  sum  to  be  raised.  These  grants 
are,  therefore,  not  free;  but,  as  one  of 
their  own  writers,  Voltaire,  cslls  them,  re* 
jperius  libreSf  reputed  free;  and  that  the 
people  were  so  well  satisfied  with  this  re- 
puted freedom,  that  they  never  have  re- 
fused to  grant,  except  once,  when  the 
states  of  Dinguedoc  were  refiractory :  but 
an  army  being  sent  to  reduce  them,  they 
were  brought  to  obedience,  and  have  been 
ever  since  perfectly  quiet.  This  was  the 
substance  4X  Mr.  Jenxinson's  speech. 

Lord  Frederick  Canyibdl  took  up  the 
same  maxims,  and  mamtamed  them  with 
great  warmth ;  declaring,  that  he  thought 
any  minister  ought  to  be  impeadied,  who 
sufiened  the  grant  of  any  sort  of  revenue 
firom  the  colonies  to  the  crown.    Indeed 
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it  was  possible,  that  such  a  practice  is 
time  of  war,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  might  be  tolerated,  but  that  a  re- 
venue in  time  of  peace  could  not  be 
granted  by  the  assemblies,  without  iiil>- 
verting  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, upon  the  first  Resolution.  Upon  thii 
the  House  divided.    The  Noes  went  fivtL 

Tellers. 

Mr.  Hotham    -    -    - 
Mr.  Byng   -    -    -    - 

Lord  Cranbome    -     • 
Mr.  Cooper      -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  se- 
cond, third,  fourth  and  thirteenth  RcmIb- 
tions  had  i^MO  the  previous  question  pot 
on  them.    The  others  were  negatived.* 

*  Doring  this  debate  the  staudiag  order  ftr 
the  exclusion  of  strangers  was  strictly  en- 
forced. 

'*  On  this  motion,  and  on  the  whole  mtttv, 
the  debate  was  long  and  animated,  it  was  «b> 
jected,  in  general,  that  these  resololioDS  abu- 
doncd  the  whole  object  for  which  we  w«re€Ot> 
tending.  That  in  words  indeed  they  did  imI 
give  up  the  right  of  taxing ;  but  they  did  w 
m  effect.  The  first  resoluUon,  they  said,  mi 
artfully  worded,  as  containing  in  appearuci 
nothing  but  matters  of  fact ;  but  if  adopH 
consequences  would  follow  highly  prpjadidil 
to  the  public  good.  That^the  mere  trnth  of  a 
proposition  did  not  of  oonrse  make  it  neeeh 
sary  or  proper  to  resolve  it.  As  they  had  fi^ 
quently  resolved  not  to  admit  the  uncoMtils* 
tional  claims  of  the  Americans,  they  coold  Mt 
admit  resolutions  directly  leading  to  tbcsk 
They  had  no  assurance,  that  if  they  ihoflU 
adopt  these  propositions,  the  Americans  wooM 
make  any  dutiral  returns  on  their  side;  as! 
thus  the  scheme,  pursued  through  so  dmiV 
difficulties,  of  oompdling  that  refra^oiy  people 
to  coatribate  their  fiur  proportion  to  the  or- 
pences  of  the  whole  empire,  would  fall  lo  the 
ground.  The  House  of  iiOrds  would  not,  tbqr 
said,  permit  another  plan  somewhat  of  die 
same  Kind,  so  much  as  to  lie  on  their  taUe; 
and  the  House  of  Commons  had  in  this  aeiais 
already  adopted  one,  which  they  judged  tok 
condhatory  upon  a  ground  more  oooeirterf 
with  the  supremacy  of  parliament  It  wm 
asserted,  that  the  American  assemblies  w 
made  provision  upon  former  oocasioos;  M 
this,  they  said,  was  only  when  pressed  by  tUr 
own  immediate  dauffer ;  end  for  their  6wb  beel 
use.  But  if  the  dispositions  of  the  ooloaiti 
had  be^  as  favourable  as  they  were  r^ 
sented,  still  it  was  denied,  that  the  Amanctt 
assemblies  ever  had  a  legal  P^^^  ^  gj*"^ 
a  revenue  to  the  crown.  This  theyiseM 
to  be  the  privilege  of  parliament  only ;  »■  * 
privilege  which  could  not  be  commuDieated  It 
any  otner  body  whatsoever.    la  suppvt  w 
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Mr*  GUber^g  Motion  Jbr  a  Committee 
9H  the  Poor  LatosJ]    March  27* 

Mr.  GUbert  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  S[)eaker;  it  maj  be  thought 
presomptuous  in  a  person  so  mconsiderwle 
as  myself,  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
House  to  a  subject  of  such  high  and  ge- 
oerai  importance,  as  that  which  respects 
the  emplojnient  and  relief  of  the  Poor 
within  tnis  kingdom.  I  feel  the  force  of 
the  observation^  and  am  conscious  how 
tioequal  I  am  to  the  task.  I  have  long 
expected  that  some  gentlemen  of  far  su« 

Sn'or  abilities  and  consequence  in  this 
oiue,  would  have  resumed  llie  conside- 

Ihiv  doetrine,  tbey  qqoted  the  ibllowing  clanse 
from  that  palladium  of  the  Bo|[li8b  oonstitn- 
liM,  and  of  the  riffhis  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
jeet,  commoDly  called  the  Bill,  or  Declaration 
•fRjriiti;  viz.  that  <  Levving  money  for,  or 
'  to  the  use  of  the  down,  oy  pretence  of  pre- 
'ragttive,  without  grant  of  parliament,  for  a 
'mfw  time,  or  in  other  manner,  than  the 
'  suoe  it  or  shall  be  granted,  is  illegal.' 

*'  This  clause,  they  insisted,  clearly  enforced 
the  eidosive  right  in  parliament  of  taxing 
cfeiy  part  of  the  empire.  And  this  right,  they 
-Mid,  was  not  only  prudent,  hot  necessary. 
The  right  of  taxation  must  be  inherent  in  the 
^apreme  power ;  and  being  the  moat  essential 
sf  all  otbers,  was  the  most  necessary,  not 
Miy  to  be  reserved  in  theory,  but  exetemd  in 
jnctice ;  or  it  would,  in  effect,  be  lost,  and  all 
ither  powers  ak>ng  with  it.  This  principle  was 
<ttried  so  far,  that  it  was  said  any  minister 
•QghtU)  be  impeached,  who  suffered  the  grant 
^•fij  sort  of  reveone  from  the  colonies  to  the 
^m.  That  such  a  practice  in  time  of  war, 
%ht  ponibly  be  tolerate^  from  the  necessity 
Si  the  caae ;  but  that  a  revenue  in  time  of 
K*<*  cottld  not  be  granted  by  any  of  the  as- 
Kmblies,  without  subverting  the  constitution. 
I^die  warmth  of  prosecuting  this  idea,  it  was 
*><eited,  by  more  than  one  gentleman  on  that 
we,  that  the  establishment  of  a.  parliament  in 
JKiaiid,  did  not  by  any  means  predode  Great 
«ituo  from  taxing  tliat  kingdom  whenever  it 
^thDogfat  necessary.  That  that  right  had 
myt  heen  maintamed,  and  exercised  too, 
*heiieTer  it  was  judged, expedient ;  and  that 
jhs  British  parliament  had  no  other  rule  in 
.w«xercise,  than  its  own  discretion.  That  all 
™«ior  assemblies  in  this  einpire,  were  only 
i«  the  corporate  towns  iu  England,  which 
■*s  s  power,  like  them,  of  making  bye-laws, 
Mr  thor  own  municipal  government,  and  no- 
■iBg^more. 

MHi  the  other  side,  it  was  urged,  that  the 
We  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  so  much 
lUied  on,  was  calculated  merely  to  restrain  the 
^l^ife,  from  the  raising  of  any  money 
2||hio  the  realm,  without  the  consent  of  par- 
"■v^t;  bat  that  it  did  not  at  all  reach,  nor 


ration  of  this  most  important  subject ;  but  ' 
as  that  has  not  happened,  I  am  desirous. 
With  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  sub- 
mit my  thoughts  upon  it  to  their  conside- 
ration, in  hopes  that  it  may  induce  j^entle- 
men  of  great  and  distinguished  i^ilides  to 
give  their  attention  and  assistance  to  it. 
If  that  should  be  the  case,  my  purpose  will 
be  answered,  and  the  public  will  be  be* 
nefited. 

I  shall  not  mis-spend  the  time  of  th« 
House,  by  stating  the  various  acts  of  par- 
liament which  have  been  made  upon  this 
subject,  or  in  pointing  out  the  particular 
defects  ui  the  present  system  of  our  Poor 
Laws ;  it  will  he  sufficient  to  mention  a 
few  &ct8  in  the  knowledge  of  every  gen- 

was  intended  to  interfere,  with  the  taxes  levied, 
or  grants  passed  bv  legal  assemblies  out  of 
the  Kingdom,  for  the  public  service.  On  the 
oontrary,  parliament  knew  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing that  law,  that  the  Irish  grants  were  sub- 
sisting, and  taxes  constantly  levied  in  conse- 
quence of  them,  without  their  once  thbking, 
either  then  or  at  any  other  time,  of  censuring 
the  practice,  or  condemning  the  mode  as  un- 
constitutional. It  was  also  said,  that  different 
parliaments  at  diffinrent  periods,  had  not  only 
recognized  the  right,  but  grat^ully  acknow- 
ledged the  bene6t  which  the  public  derived 
from  the  taxes  levied,  and  the  grants  passed 
b^  the  American  assemblies.  As  to  the  dis- 
tinction taken  of  a  time  of  war  and  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case ;  they  said  it  was  frivolous  and 
wholly  groundless.  The  power  of  the  subject 
in  grantiug,  or  of  the  crown  in  receiving,  no 
way  differs  in  time  of  war,  from  the  same 
powers  In  time  of  peace ;  nor  is  any  distinc- 
tion on  such  a  supposition  made  in  the  article 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  They  argued  therefore, 
that  this  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  ia  con- 
fined to  what  it  was  always  thought  confined, 
the  prerogative  in  this  kingdom ;  and  bound 
indeed  the  crown ;  but  oould  not,  in  securing 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject  in  this 
kingdom,  intend  to  annihilate  them  every 
where  else.  That  as  the  constitution  had  per- 
mitted the  Irish  parliament  and  American  as- 
semblies to  make  grants  to  the  crown;  and 
that  experience  had  shewn,  that  these  grants 
had  produced  both  satisfaction  and  revenue,  it 
was  absurd  to  risk  all  in  favotu*  of  theories  of 
supremacy,  unity,  sovereiffn  rights,  and  other 
names,  wnich  hitherto  had  led  to  nothing  hot 
confusion  and  begganr  on  all  sides,  and  would 
continue  to  produce  the  same  miserable  effects, 
as  long  as  they  were  persisted  in.  That  the 
mover  had  very  wisely  avoided  these  specula- 
tive questions,  and  confined  himself  to  expe- 
rience ;  and  it  would  be  well  if  they  could  per- 
suade themselves  to  follow  that  example.  The 
previous  question  was  moved  on  the  first  pro- 

Kisition,  and  carried  by  9T0  to  78."    Annual 
egister. 
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tleman  who  hears  me,  viz.  That  there  b 
an  imniense  sam  of  money  annually  raised 
in  thu  country  for  the  relief  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor ;  a  sum  I  believe  not 
inferior,  perhaps  superior,  to  that  raised 
^y  the  land-tax  at  4«.  in  the  pound,  which 
18  two  millions  per  annum.  That  notwith- 
atandine  this  very  ample  provision  for  the 
poor,  they  are  in  general  miserably  ac- 
commodated. This  is  apparent  to  every 
gentleman,  both  in  town  and  country,  who 
will  daily  find  a  number  of  distressed  ob- 
jects in  the  streets  and  highways,  begging, 
thieving,  and  starving.  This  shews  some 
great  deifect  either  in  the  laws  themselves^ 
or  in  the  execution  of  them. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  trace  these  evils 
to  their  origin,  and  see  from  what  sources 
they  arise,  before  we  think  of  the  remedy. 
Too  many  of  them,  I  /ear,  are  rooted  m 
the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  in  the  de- 
pravity and  corruption  of  the  morals  of 
the  people ;  others,  I  apprehend^  proceed 
from  some  defect  in  the  la?^ 

The  foundation  of  the  Poor  Laws  was 
laid  by  queen  Elizabeth ;  the  Act  passed 
in  the  4Sd  of  her  reign,  was  founded  in 
wisdom  and  sound  policy ;  it  was  carefully 
penned,  and  very  wcdl  adapted  to  the 
temper  and  genius  of  the  people  at  that 
time.  The  eeneral  principles  of  that  sta- 
tute were,  tne  employment  of  the  poor 
who  were  able  to  work ;  the  punishing  of 
those  who  were  able,  but  not  willing,  to 
work ;  the  supporting  and  maintaining  the 
aged,  infirm,  and  impotent  poor ;  the  toe- 
ing proper  care  of  the  infiemt  poor,  by 
bindmg  them  out  apprentices,  &c.  The 
fund  ror  those  purposes  was  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  of  every  inhabitant  and  oc- 
cupier of  lands,  &c. 

Those  principles  comprehend  every 
thing  that  is  wanted  or  can  be  wished,  in 
regard  to  the  poor  at  this  day,  and  that 
law  still  remains  in  force.  But  partly 
from  a  change  in  the  manners  and  dispo- 
sitions of  the  people,  which  have  been  pro- 
duced in  the  course  of  near  two  centuries, 
and  still  more  from  the  intervention  of  a 
great  number  of  acts  of  parliament  for 
subdividing  parishes  (before  too  small 
for  the  proper  care,  employment,  and  go- 
vernment of  the  poor)  into  townships; 
for  fixing  their  settlements ;  giving  powers 
of  removal ;  for  allowing  certificates,  and 
afterwards  restraining  the  use  of  them, 
those  excellent  principles,  and  every  pur- 

gose  of  that  statute  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
ave  been  defeated. 
Those  impolitic  regulations  have  intro- 


duced nothing  but  frauds,  perplexities^  im 
endless  confusion.  Ther  great  struggi 
now  is  between  parish  and  parish;  erer 
artifice  is  used,  every  endeavour  ezeiteJ 
by  the  parish  officers,  ofien  with  great  in 
humanity  to  the  poor,  to  ease  their  oti 
parish,  and  lay  the  burden  upon  tfaei 
neighbours.  The  poor  are  harassed  b] 
removals  from  place  to  T>laoe,  which  de 
prive  them  of  aD  rest  ana  comfort:  litigs 
tioBS  are  encouraged;  sreatsums  spent ii 
support  of  them,  and  m  maintabiog  tin 
idle  and  profligate ;  the  real  purpose  fa 
which  that  heavy  tax  is  laid,  viz.  the  torn 
tenance  and  relief  of  the  indigent  aod  oe 
cessitous  poor,  is  but  little  regarded. 

This  review  of  the  situation  of  ourpooi 
and  poor-laws,  affords  but  amelaochdj 
prospect  How  and  by  what  means  tbi 
evil  can  be  cured,  is  the  great  and  impor 
tant  question.  Difficulties  present  tha» 
selves  on  every  side ;  if  we  look  back,  ff 
shall  find  that  all  those  endeavoun  wbid 
have  been  repeatedly  exerted  at  diflenni 

Eeriods  to  redress  these  grievances,  hm 
itherto  proved  unsuccessful ;  if  we  look 
forward  we  shall  see  the  evil  iocreaiiot 
daily.  What  shall  we  do  in  this  dre«l» 
situation  ?  Shall  we  sit  still  under  tfaa 
oppression  ?  or  shall  we  not  rather  tf* 
tempt  some  plan  of  relief,  before  it  ii  tM 
late,  as  these  evils  seem  to  threaten  thi 
utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  this  coootm 
and  every  thins  that  is  dear  and  nluani 
to  us  ?  If  nothing  is  attempted,  ooChii| 
can  be  e&cted. 

I  think  a  great  part  of  Ae  curelin 
within  these  walls:  but  I  am  certaioi* 
undertaking  of  this  sort  can  succeed,  «it^ 
out  our  united  endeavours.  I  am  hspff 
to  see  great  abilities  in  eveir  qaarter  i 
the  House,  extremely  well  adapted  tottt 
business ;  those  abilities,  well  exerted, «§ 
I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  overcome  all 
culties.  I  have  no  partiality  to  aov  p>^ 
cular  plan,  but  shaJl  be  very  wiUiogj 
contribute  the  best  of  my  poor  endest 
to  those  of  other  gentlemen,  in  fc 
such  a  one  as  shall,  upon  mature  coi 
ration,  be  most  likely  to  produce  the  J 
mation  so  much  wanted,  if  the  Hi 
shall  be  pleased  to  grant  themotioa  vl 
I  intend  to  make,  for  referring  the 
deration  of  this  matter  to  a  conunittee. 
The  object  of  the  late  BiU  (I  mean  i 
which  passed  this  House  ten  yean  ~ 
was  to  incorporate  a  considerable  m 
of  parishes  in  each  county,  into  di« 
and  was  adopted  upon  a  plan  which 
been  introduced  in  some  oouotiesi  ui 
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particular  acts  before  that  time ;  but  that 
Bill  was  rejected  by  the  Lords :  since  that 
time  more  parishes  have,  in  like  manner, 
been  incorporated  into  districts* 

It  may  be  of  service  to  know  what  suc- 
ee»  has  attended  them ;  the  experience 
from  the  several  houses  of  industry  within 
these  distnctSy  ma;|^  furnish  useful  mforma- 
tion  for  the  forming  a  general  regulation 
upon  the  subject  now  before  us ;  and,  it  is 
boped,  some  motions  may  be  framed  by 
the  committee,  upon  which  the  order  of 
this  House  may  be  given  for  procuring 
•Dch  returns  from  those  bouses  or  industry, 
tod  also  from  work-houses,  which  have 
been  established  in  many  cities  and  towns, 
b^  the  authority  of  particular  acts  of  par- 
ufflent,  which  may  shew  under  what  rules, 
b^e-lawsyand  regulations,  such  houses  have 
been  conducted,  and  how  the  poor  have 
been  employed  and  maintained  therein. 

I  wish  to  have  these  enquiries  extended 
fcither,  and  think  the  reformation  of  the 
booses  of  correction,  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  must  constitute  an  essential 
psrt  of  any  general  and  useful  regulation; 
ai  I  fear,  mstead  of  correction  and  labour, 
Uleness,  drunkenness,  and  all  sorts  of  pro- 
ffigacy,  are  but  too  prevalent  in  many  of 
those  houses,  from  whence  the  persons 
Ittt  thiilier,  generally  return  more  wicked 
lad  a6andonei  than  they  went. 

The  vaffrants  likewise  seem  to  be  ob* 

Jccts worthy  our  attention  and  enquiry; 

the  great  increase  of  expence  to   many 

^MQties,  in  maintainmg  and  passing  them, 

II  alarming,  and  gives  reason  to  suspect, 

ftit  there  are  frauds  and  abuses  in   the 

\  tkecution  of  those  laws.    The  committee 

\^»f  also  form  notions  upon  those  heads, 

;%hich  may  be  the*  means  of  procuring  ne- 

Mary  information,  for  considering  those 

^ibttcts  with  the  others  the  next  session. 

£very  step  of  this  sort  ought  to  have  a 
;  Meocy  to  some  general  plan.    I  have 
I  tuned  my  thoughts  very  much  upon  the 
[Inbject,  and  shall  communicate  them  free- 
f7^o  the  committee,  where  I  hope  to  hear 
i«e  sentiments  of  many  other  gentlemen 
\  ^i^m  it ;  and  that  when  we  have  conferred 
I  ^fether,  we  shall  be  able  to  form  some- 
wing  which  may  be  beneficial    to    this 
^^try,  upon   the  principles  established 
.  1^7  the  Act  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
'•  Ti*^^  conclude,    Sir,  with  moving, 
I  ^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  re- 
^w  and  consider  the  several  laws  which 
'.^cera  the  relief  and  settlement  of  the 
!  I^r,  and  the  laws  relating  to  vagrants, 
^  also  the  state  of  the  several  houses  of 
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correction,  within  that  part  of  Great  BrU 
tain  called  England ;  and  report  the  same 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House." — A  Committee  was  accordingly 
appointed. 

Resoiutions  of  ike  Committee  on  the  Poor 
Laws*']  April  11.  Sir  Cecil  Wray  re- 
ported from  the  Committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  review  and  consider  the  seve- 
ral Laws  which  concern  the  Relief  and 
Settlement  of  the  Poor,  and  the  Laws  re- 
lating to  Vagrants,  and  also  the  state  of 
the  several  Houses  of  Correction,  within 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England ; 
and  to  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  , 
thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
House ;  that  the  committee  had  consider- 
ed the  matters  to  them  referred  ;  and  had 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

1.  ^<  That  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor» 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land, are  defective,  and  the  good  purposes 
intended  by  them  in  many  respects  pre- 
vented. 

2.  **  That  the  present  method  of  regu- 
lating such  poor,  in  separate  parishes  and 
townships,  is,  in  general,  ineffectual  for 
their  proper  relief  and  employment. 

3.  **  That  the  money  raised  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  is  a  grievous,  and,  if  no 
new  regulations  are  made,  will  be  an  in- 
creasing, burthen  upon  the  public. 

4.  *'  That  a  considerable  part  of  such 
money  is  expended  in  supporting  litiga- 
tions concerning  settlements. 

5.  '*  That  the  employing  of  the  infant 
and  able  poor,  in  such  works,  as  may  be 
suited  to  their  strength  and  capacity,  will 
be  very  beneficial  to  this  kingdom. 

6.  **  That  if  the  disputes  about  settle- 
ments and  removaU  of  the  poor  between 
one  parish,  or  place,  and  another,  in  the 
same  county,  could  be  prevented,  the 
great  expence  attending  such  litigations 
would  be  saved,  the  poor  would  have  an 
easier  access  to  places  where  they  might 
find  employment,  and  would  avoid  the 
cruel  and  severe  treatment  which  they  fre- 
quently receive  from  the  contending  pa- 
rishes during  such  contest. 

7.  **  That  if  the  poor  were  to  be  main- 
tained and  employea  at  one  general  county 
expence,  those  disputes  would '  in  a  great 
measure  be  avoided,  the  spirit  and  inten* 
tion  of  the  statute  made  in  the  4Sd  year  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  would  be 
promoted,  and  the  regulations  and  provi-. 
sions  therein  contained  bd'tter  inforced. 

8.  *<  That    the    establishing  proper 
[3N] 
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houses  and  buildings,  at  such  places  in 
each  couniy,  as  shall  be  best  situated  for 
the  reception,  accommodation,  and  em- 
ployment, of  the  several  poor  and  disor- 
derly persons  proper  to  be  sent  thither, 
and  for  the  Convenience  of  their  being 
duly  inspected  and  attended  to,  will  be 
the  most  easy  and  effectual  method  for  re- 
lieving the  impotent,  and  employing  the 
able  poor. 

9.  '<  That  care  should  be  taken,  in  the 
providing  and  establishing  of  such  houses 
tuid  buildings,  for  properly  classing  and 
employing  the  several  persons  admitted 
therein  ;  for  which  purpose,  and  in  order 
to  the  establishing  a  system  of  good  regu- 
lations, it  may  be  proper  to  inspect  the  se- 
veral bye-laws,  rules,  regulations,  and  or- 
dinances, constituted  in  the  several  houses 
of  industry  and  public  workhouses  esta- 
blished under  special  acts  of  parliament 
within  this  kingaom. 

10.  "  That,  for  the  better  government 
of  the  said  houses,  and  carrying  the  in- 
tended regulations  into  execution,  every 
person  having  an  estate  of  \O0l,  per  an- 
num, in  England,  and  60/.  per  annum,  in 
Wales,  shall  be  a  governor  of  the  poor, 
for  the  county  wherein  he  resides,  pro- 
vided such  estate,  or  one  half  thereof,  shall 
lie  in  such  county  ;  and  that  there  shall  be 
one  general  meeting  of  the  governors  for 
such  county,  on  a  day  and  place  to  be 
fixed ;  at  which  meeting  they  shall  deter- 
mine the  places  where  the  buildings  before 
described  shall  be  erected,  and  also  what 
parishes  shall  return  their  rates  and  ac- 
counts, and  have  their  correspondence  and 
transactions  with  each  of  such  houses,  ac- 
cording to  their  situation  and  vicinity,  as 
jiear  as  conveniently  may  be;  which 
houses  and  parishes  shall  be  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  the  first,  second,  &c.  dis- 
trict ;  and  that  there  shall  be  one  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  governors,  at  each 
of  the  said  houses,  on  some  certain  day  to 
be  fixed;  and  also  one  monthly  meeting 
of  the  said  governors,  at  the  same  place, 
in  the  first  week  in  every  month,  on  a  cer- 
tain day  to  be  appointed  by  Uiem ;  and 
that  such  governors  may,  at  their  annual 
meeting,  elect,  from  time  to  time,  such 
Other  persons,  residing  in  such  county, 
and  having  estates  of  such  v(due  in  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  shall 
Ihink  fit  to  be  governors,  provided  the 
numbers  so  elected  shall  not  exceed,  at 
imy  one  time,  a  certain  number  to  be  limit- 
ed for  each  county,  which  number  shall,  at 
•uch  first  general  meeting  of  the  governors 


at  large,  be  distributed  between  thesereral 
houses  then  to  be  fixed  upon,  as  the? 
shall  think  fit,  and  election  made.tccord- 
ingly. 

11.  '*  That  the  governors  shall,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  appoint  so  many  persona, 
to.be  guardians  of  the  poor,  for  the  serenl 
parishes,  townships,  and  places,  belonging 
to  each  house,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  hsT- 
ing  estates  of  25/.  per  annum,  or  occopjint 
lands,  &c.  of  50/.  per  annum  within  such 
county :  but  no  person  sliall  act  as  guar- 
dian within  any  parish,  township,  or  place, 
whilst  he  shall  oe  churchwarden  or  of er- 
seer  of  the  poor  for  the  same. 

12.  <<  That  there  shall  be  a  treaswer 
and  clerk,  and  also  a  master  and  matrooi 
appointed  by  the  said  governors,  for  each 
of  the  said  houses,  at  the  first  meetine  of 
the  governors  after  the  said  houses  uiall 
be  fit  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  and 
proper  salaries  allowed  to  each  of  then. 

13.  <<  That  the  poor  persons,  being 
lame,  impotent,  old,  or  blind,  who  9st  un- 
able to  work,  or  who  cannot  maintiia 
themselves  by  their  labour,  but  stand  ia 
need  of  relief,  shall  be  sent,  from  the  re- 
spective parishes  and  places  where  thej 
reside,  to  the  said  houses,  and  there  a^ 
commodated  with  every  thing  suited  to 
their  several  necessities  and  occasioDi; 
and  such  of  them  who  shall  be  able  te 
work,  employed  in  labour  suited  to  theit 
strength  and  capacity. 

U.  **  That  the  orderly  and  industriMi 
poor,  who,  from  accidental  sickness,  ia* 
tirmities,  or  other  unavoidable  GauK% 
shall  be  rendered  unable  to  maintain  then- 
selves  and  their  families  by  their  laboVt 
may  have  temporary  relief  from  the  over* 
seers  of  the  poor,  within  the  several  pi* 
rishes  or  places  where  such  poor  resid^^ 
with  the  approbation  of  two  or  morerf 
thb  said  guiardians,  in  such  manner  at 
shall  be  most  suitable  to  their  necessities 

15.  <'  That  such  of  the  infant  po«^ 
under  the  age  of  four  years,  who  have  VA 
their  parents,  or  whose  parents  are  nnabk 
to  maintain  them,  and  shall  be  willing  tt| 
part  with  them,  may,  by  the  direction  d 
two  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  be  fot 
out  to  nurse  in  that  pr  some>  neighbounag 
parish,  until  they  shall  be  fit  to  reoeife  in- 
struction, and  from  that  time  shall  be  seat 
to  the  house  to  which  such  parish  or  plac« 
shall  belong  to  be  instructed  in  all  oece^ 
sary  duties,  and  employed  in  such  msB* 
ner  as  shall  be  most  suitable  to  their  igt 
and  capacities. 

16.  •'  That  auch  of  tha  iofint  pW 
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aba?e  the  age  of  four  years^  who  have  lost 
their  parents,  or  whose  parents  are  unable 
to  maintain  them,  may,  by  the  direction 
of  tiro  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  be 
lent  to  the  house  to  which  such  parish  or 
place  shall  belong,  to  be  instructed  in  all 
aeoessary  duties,  and  employed  as  afore- 


17.  **  That  each  of  such  children  re- 
ipecuVely,  when  of  proper  age  to  be 
iHaced  out  apprentice,  or  to  service,  shall 
U  so  placed  out  by  the  governors,  but  if,  at 
any  time,  their  parents  shall  apply  to  the 
governors,  to  have  their  children  returned 
before  so  placed  out,  and  it  shall  be  made 
ippear  to  such  governors  that  the  parents 
are  able  to  maintiin  them,  the  governors 
ifaall  order  them  to  be  returned. 

lb.  **  That  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
diajl,  in  the  last  week  in  every  month, 
lend  Co  the  treasurer  of  the  house  to  which 
their  parish  or  place  belongs,  according  to 
the  r^ulations  aforesaid,  a  true  account 
of  ail  the  ezpencea  incurred  relative  to  the 
poor  within  such  parish  or  place,  for  the 
inr  weeks  next  preceding  the  week  in 
which  such  account  shall  be  sent,  after  the 
tune  respectively  shall  have  been  pro- 
dueed  to  two  or  more  of  the  said  guar* 
diaos,  and  allowed  by  them. 

19.  **  That  the  treasurer  and  clerk  shall 
make  an  account  of  all  receipts  and  pay- 
nents  within  each  month,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  governors  at  their  monthly  meet- 
ings; and  shall  also  make,  and  lay  be- 
fore the  governors  at  such  meetings,  ab- 
Itncts  of  the  expences  incurred  within 
the  several  parishes  by  such  relief  or  pro- 
virioDs  aforesaid,  pointing  out  the  particu- 
lar object  of  such  expences,  for  the  better 
abiervation  and  consideration  of  such  go- 
vernors. 

^  *^  That  the  governors,  at  their 
Bonthly  meetings,  shall  inspect  and  exa- 
latne  all  such  accounts,  and  if  they  find 
Cttue  to  suspect  that  there  has  been  mis- 
ininagement,  or  any  improper  behaviour 
therein,  they  may  order  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  such  transactions  to  appear  be- 
fore them  at  their  next  monthly  meeting, 
provided  the  place  where  such  matter 
*nieft  shall  not  be  more  than  ten  miles 
»oin  such  house,  and  then  and  there  en- 
9>ire  into  the  same  upon  oath,  and  make 
1^  order  and  regulation  therein  as  to 
^|am  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable ;  if 
»e  place  shall  exceed  that  distance,  the 
*«  governors  may  grant  an  order  for  the 
f^Qs  so  concerned  to  attend  some 
oeighbouriDg  justice  of  the  peace,  at  such 


time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  which 
shall  be  notified  to  the  persons  so  concern- 
ed, and  such  justice  shall,  in  like  manner, 
enquire  into  the  same,  and  make  such  or* 
der  and  regulation  therein  as  to  him  shall 
seem  fit. 

21.  *<  That,  for  carrying  the  several 
purposes  aforesaid  into  execution,  assess- 
ments shall  be  made,  by  order  of  the  jus- 
tices at  their  general  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace,  upon  every  parish,  township, 
and  place,  within  each  county,  according 
to  the  proportion  of  money  raised  within 
such  parisnes,and  places  respectively,  and 
applied  on  account  of  the  poor,  upon  a 
medium  of  the  seven  preceding  years ;  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  sums  so  rai^  to 
be  particularly  directed. 

22.  "  That  the  accounts  from  each  of 
such  houses  shall  be  made  up  quarterly^ 
and  laid  before  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  wherein  such  houses  are 
situate,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace,  who  shall  inspect  the  same,  and 
make  orders  for  the  sums  to  be  raised 
within  the  succeeding  quarter. 

23.  <*  That  no  parish,  township,  or 
place,  shall  be  compelled  to  contribute 
more,  in  any  one  year,  than  such  average 
sum. 

24*.  **  That,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear 
to  the  justices,  at  their  court  of  general 

3uarter  se9sions  of  the  peace,  that  a  re* 
uction  may  be  made  in  the  said  several 
assessments,  and  that  such  average  sum, 
for  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  exceeds 
four  shillings  in  the  pound,  of  the  annual 
value  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments, within  such  parish,  township,  or 
place,  upon  a  fair  valuation  thereof,  niade 
by  persons  to  be  appointed  by  such  jus- 
tices,  at  the  expence  of  such  parish,  town- 
ship, or  place;  then,  and  in  that  case, 
such  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall,  in  all 
their  orders,  for  future  assessments,  consi- 
der the  average  sum,  for  such  parish, 
township,  or  place,  at  one  fifth  part  of  the 
annual  value  of  such  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments,  so  to  be  ascertained  as 
aforesaid,  instead  of  the  average  sum  so 
first  settled. 

25.  **  That  each  riding  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  division  of  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, and  each  district,  city,  town,  or 
place,  where  more  parishes  than  one  are 
mcprporated  for  relief  of  the^oor,  by  spe- 
cial acts  of  parliament,  shall,  with  respect 
to  all  the  purposes  of  these  intended  regu- 
lations, he  considered  as  distinct  counties. 

26.  <<  That  these  regulations  shall  not 
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take  effect  in  any  county^  until  ordered 
by  two  parts  in  three  of  the  persmifl  quali* 
fied  as  aforesaid  to  be  govemorst  assem- 
bled at  a  meeting  to  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pose,  after  two  months*  notice  thereof 
given  in  the  public  newspapers  circulated 
m  that  county,  and  signed  by  at  least  16 
persons  so  qualified*'' 


May  11.  Mr.  Gilbert  reported  firom 
the  said  committee  the  following  additional 
Resolutions : 

1.  <<  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittce,  that  the  houses  to  be  provided  for 
the  general  reception  of  the  poor,  ought 
to  be  limited  by  the  Act,  so  as  not  to  ex- 
ceed a  certain  number  for  each  respective 
county,  or  the  number  fbr  each  county 
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an  entry  made  thereof  in  the  said  book, 
one-  week  at  least  before  the  monthly 
meeting;  and  that  every  governor,  m 
drawn  or  exchanged,  shaU  either  attend 
such  monthly  meeting  of  the  govenon, 
or  forfeit  a  sum  of  money ;  but  in  cue 
any  governor,  from  sickness,  or  any  other 
unavoidable  cause  to  be  allowed  by  the 
governors  at  such  monthly  meeting,  shall 
be  unable  to  attend,  and  shall  procure  as- 
other  governor  to  attend  in  his  place,  he 
shall  be  excused  such  penalty. 

4^  «<  That  the  Act  passed  in  the  17th 
George  the  2nd,  intituled,  *  An  Actio 
amend  and  make  more  effectual  the  Itn 
relating  to  rognes,  vagabonds,  and  o(her 
idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  to  booaci 
of  correction,'  should  be  explained  aod 


ahottld  be  ascertained  bv  the  Act ;  and    amended,  by  a  separate  Act,  in  such  naa- 


that  ^e  governors  should  have  power  to 
borrow  money  upon  the  credit  of  the 
poor's  rates,  for  providing  and  furnishing 
the  necessary  buildings,  and  also  for  buy- 
ing a  convenient  stock  of  materials  and 
utensils  for  employing  the  poor. 

2.  **  That  all  cities  ana  towns,  which 
•re  counties  of  themselves,  should  be  oon- 
fiidered  as  distinct  counties ;  but  the  quali- 
fication of  their  governors  should  be  less 
than  those  required  in  the  counties  at 
large. 

S.  **  That  every  person,  qualified  to  act 
as  a  governor,  ought  to  sena  his  name  and 
place  of  abode  to  the  derk  of  the  district 
wherein  he  resides,  at  the  first  and  every 
jinnual  meeting  of  the  governors  for  that 
district,  or  for  every  neglect  to  forfeit  a 
sum  of  money;  and  that  the  clerk,  at 
every  such  meeting,  shall  produce  a  list 
containing  the  names,  and  places  of  abode 
of  the  governors  so  transmitted  to  him, 
which  he  shall  divide  into  twelve  equal 
parts,  as  near  as  ma^  be,  and  the  fractional 
parts  shall  be  diitributed,  by  adding  one 
to  each  month,  as  far  as  they  will  extend, 
beginning  with  the  month  oi  January,  and 
proceeding  to  each  succeeding  month; 
that  the  name  of  every  such  governor  shall 
be  wrote  on  a  small  piece  of  paper,  and 
put  into  a  glass  or  box,  from  whence  the 
clerk,  or  some  governor  present,  shall 
draw  so  many  names  as  under  such  regu- 
lation shall  belong  to  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  in  like  manner  for  each  suc- 
ceedmg  month,  and  the  names  so  drawn 
shall  be  entered  by  the  clerk  in  a  book  to 
be  provided  for  that  purpose ;  but  liberty 
should  be  given  for  one  governor  to  ex- 
change his  month  with  another,  upon  no- 
tifying the  same  to  the  clerk^  and  having 


ner  as  will  be  most  likely  to  enforce  the 
execution  thereof,  and  prevent  the  prse* 
tice  of  begging  in  the  streets  and  high- 
ways, pernicious  in  its  coosequenoes,  aod 
highly  disgraceful  to  this  country ;  whidi 
practice  will  be  without  the  least  excan 
when  these  regulations  take  place,  hf 
which  the  distresses  of  the  poor  will  opes 
all  occasions  be  speedily  and  comfortaUf 
relieved ;  and  the  amendments  tboen 
also  be  so  adapted,  as  to  prevent  impoa- 
tions  and  abuses  upon  the  public,  in  die 
apprehending  and  passing  of  vagnmta. 

5.  **  That  proper  houses  of  correctiaa 
should  be  provided,  at  the  houses  for  the 
eeneral  reception  of  the  poor  in  etoy 
district,  for  the  more  convenient  iDtpeo> 
tion  of  the  governors,  but  so  sepanled 
from  the  other  buildings,  as  to  pre^ 
^aoy  improper  conmiunication  tberevidi; 
and  that  such  rules,  orders,  and  regob* 
tions  should  be  established,  within  uwM 
houses  of  correction,  as  may  make  theei 
effectual  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  intended  by  the  several  laws  now  ii 
being." 

The  said  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  hf 
the  House. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr*  Bt^ 
lejfi  Proposititjns  Jar  Cotieiiiatum  ndk 
America.']  March  27.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read, 

Mr.  Hartley  rose  and  said : 

I  find  myself  under  the  neceffty 
of  making  some  apology  to  the  House,  fot 
the  trouble  which  i  am  going  to  give  thea 
this  day;  and  to  assure  them,  that  its 
with  the  greatest  deference  that  I  preMUse 
to  obtrude  any  sentiments  of  mioei  ifoo 
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tile  important  subject  of  America.  Though 
I  have  60  lately  had  the  honour  of  a  teat 
in  this  House»  yet  I  have  for  many  years 
toraed  my  thoughts  and  attention  to  mat- 
ters of  public  concern  and  Dational  policy. 
This  question  of  America  is  now  ot  many 
years  standing ;  of  the  greatest  public  no* 
toriety,  as  to  the  &cts  upon  which  it  turns ; 
•ad  every  opinion  has  been  so  fully  deba- 
ted over  and  over^  that  any  man  who  has 
given  his  mind  to  public  business,  may  be 
supposed  equally  informed  out  of  the 
House  as  in  it« 

When  I  threw  out  the  Propositions  ca- 
sislly  before  Christmas,  which  I  shall  offer 
Bore  formally  to  you  to^ay,  my  view  was 
ID  DO  sort  hostile  to  the  administration.    I 
wr  the  difficulty  that  we  were  got  into  by 
ear  own  precipitancy ;  that  unhappy  di- 
lemma, which  offered  nothing  but  ruin  in 
ning  forward,  or  disgrace  in  the  retreat. 
I  was  in  hopes,  from  some  phrases  dropt 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  the  beginning  of  the  session,  of 
sthers  being  more  sanguine  and  more  im- 
pttient  than  himself;    that  he  at  least 
vodd  have  shewn  some  disposition  to  re- 
kst:  and  I  still  believe,,  it  he  were  at  li- 
berty to  follow  his  own  inclination  and 
Judgment,  that  it  would  be  so.    I  am  the 
more  warranted  in  thinking  so,  from  the 
fropontion  which  the  noble  lord  himself 
siered  to  the  House  some  time  ago  (  See 
f*  519).    There  was  in  that  proposition  a 
shew  of  conciliation  to  captivate  one  side 
sf  the  House,  and  sufficient  to  betray  what 
were  his  own  wishes ;  but  on  the  other 
ode  there  was  the  reality  of  every  unre* 
kotiDg  and  vindictive  measure  annexed,  to 
prove,  that  there  still  were  others  more 
Moguine  and  more  impatient  than  him- 
•elf ;  over  whom,  with  all  his  abilities,  with 
lU  his  eloquence,  with  all  the  advantages 
of  his  situation,  he  could  not  maintain  his 
siceodant.    Whatever  struegles  the  noble 
lord  may  have  had  with  himself  or  his 
friends,  they  are  all  at  an  end ;  the  die  is 
cast  for  war  with  America.    It  was  found, 
thatany  conciliatory  proposition  must  have 
been  in  some  degree  a  concession,  which 
.Bone  of  his  unrelenting  friends  wouJd  coo- 
lent  to. 

However,  by  the  noble  lord's  proposi* 
tioD,  there  is  one  concession  made  to  Ame- 
rica, under  the  authority  of  this  House, 
which  cannot  be  recalled;  and* which 
fioslly  and  conclusively  condemns  the  con- 
duct of  every  administration  for  these  ten 
^rs  past,  one  excepted ;  I  mean  the  re- 
pes! « the  Stamp  Act.    If  it  can  be  pro^ 


per  now  to  offer  to  the  colonies  to  pay 
upon  requisition,  what  can  this  nation  say 
for  having  kept  out  of  the  only  right  road 
for  ten  years  ?  How  can  we  censure  the 
colonies  for  any  errors  committed  by  them, 
which  were  the  consequences  of  our  own 
beginning  at  the  wrong  end  ?  Though  a 
threat  is  now  annexed  to  the  noble  lord's 
requisition,  yet  if,  at  fin»t,  we  had  begun 
with  a  requisition  instead  of  taxing,  it 
would  have  been  more  just  and  prudent. 
There  could  be  no  justice  or  prudence  in 
threatening  a  people  who  had  always  con- 
tributed most  freely ;  who  never  would 
have  called  our  supposed  right  in  question, 
but  for  our  misapplication  of  it.  There- 
fore, Sir,  when  i  have  brought  back  the 
noble  lord's  compulsory  requisition,  to 
my  free  requisition,  it  stands  confe&sed 
upon  the  verv  nature  of  his  proposition  it* 
self,  that  I  have  set  it  upon  its  own  true 
original  ground. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  noble 
lord's  plan,  which  as  I  have  mentioned  it 
upon  a  former  occasion,  I  shall  only  remind 
you  of  in  a  few  words ;  I  mean  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  colonies.    A  secretary  of 
state  writes,  in  1769,  a  circular  letter  to 
the  colonies,  to  assure  them.  That  you 
will  never  raise  a  revenue  by  taxing.    A 
few  years  after,  upon  a  negociation  with 
the  East  India  Company,  the  three-penny 
tea-tax  becomes  not  only  merely  a  quit* 
rent  for  the  point  of  honour,  but  rises  to 
an  actual  revenue.    Then  you  plead,  that 
you  did  not  break  your  word,  as  the  reve* 
nue  arisin^was  not  in  your  original  inten- 
tions, but  only  casual,  from  a  regulation 
of  trade.    But  what  can  you  say  now^ 
The  noble  lord  boasU,  that  he  has  put  the 
auestion  upon  the  true  ground,  a  demand 
n>r  a  substantial  revenue ;  a  'demand,  at- 
tended with  threats  of  compulsion.    What 
is  this  less  than  raising  a  revenue  by  a  tax  { 
But  in  any  case,  let  the  noble  lord  think 
what  he  will  of  his  proposition  ;  why  has 
he  not,  in  so  many  weeks,  given  It  some 
practicably  shape  r     Why  has  he  not  of- 
fered swne  act  of  parliament  to  ffive  it 
effect  ?     However,  as  he  has  omitted  that, 
1  shall  take  the  proposition  without  its  ob- 
jectionable parts,  and  propose  an  address 
to  the  King  to  give  it  force ;  in  which  mo- 
tion, I  hope  to  meet  with  the  support  of 
those  gentlemen  who  gave  it  countenance 
originally, whenitcame  from  the  noble  lord. 
}  shall  give  the  whole  substance  of  the  pro- 
position ;  only  leaving  out  in  tlie  Address , 
to  the  King,  any  threats  of  the  compel]- 
sion  which  you  meditate  in  reserve.    If 
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you  think  that  you  have  the  ri^ht  of  tax- 
ing, 1  pass  it  over  in  silence^ — if  you  have 
the  power,  I  do  not — I  cannot,  take  that 
away.  Then  make  a  free  requisition ;  and 
be  contended  to  keep  to  yourselves  the 
satisfaction  of  thinking,  that  you  have 
something  in  reserve,  in  case  of  non-com^ 
pliance.  Keep  that  sub  sUentio  ;  at  least 
till  you  find  that  it  becomes  necessary.  I 
am  not  an  advocate  either  for  the  right  or 
the  ex'pediency  of  taxing  the  Americans, 
but  the  contrary.  However  as  far  as  we 
go  the  same  road  of  requisitions,  let  us  go 
together. 

As  what  I  have  to  offer,  will  be  found- 
ed upon  requisitions  to  the  colonies,  I  will 
endeavour  to  answer  an  objection  before- 
hand, which  I  have  heard  in  this  House. .  It 
18  to  the  plan  of  royal  requisition.  This  ob- 
jection to  the  interference  of  the  royal  name, 
comes  from  a  side  of  the  House,  from  which 
one  should  least  have  expected  it.  How- 
ever, if  this  be  an  objection,  mine  are  not 
royal  requisitions.  My  motion  originates 
from  the  House  of  Comn^ons,  to  desire  the 
King,  as  the  executive  magistrate,  to  put 
their  plan  into  effect.  If  the  power  of 
making  requisitions  to  the  colonies,  is  not 
in  the  King ;  my  motion  is  to  give  the 
authority  and  sanction  of  parliament  to 
this  measure.  It  is  so  far  from  being  my 
proposition,  to  enable  the  crown  to  raise 
what  supply  it  can  from  America,  inde- 
pendent of  parliament,  that  my  motion  is 
the  very  first  which  has  ever  had  in  con- 
templation, to  lay  a  parliamentary  controul 
upon  that  power ;  and  to  reqmre  that  all 
answers  from  America  shall  be  laid  before 
this  House  for  the  very  purpose  of  con- 
trouling  that  power  in  tne  crown.  I  have 
io  doubly  guarded  that  point,  that  my  mo- 
tion is  not  even  for  the  crown  to  demand  a 
supply  from  America ;  but  for  serviced  to 
^  be  performed  in  America ;  For  the  defence, 
security  and  protection  of  the  colonies 
themselves. 

I  would  wish  to  state  to  the  House  the 
merits  of  this  question,  of  requisitions  to 
the  colonies  ;  and  to  see  upon  what  prin- 
ciples '  it  is  founded ;  to  revise  and  settle 
the  accounts  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies ;,  and  then,  upon  a  foundation 
cf  distributive  justice,  to  come  to  some 
settlement.  We  hear  of  nothing  now,  but 
the  protection  which  we  have  given  to 
them  ;  of  the  immense  expence  incurred 
on  their  account.  We  are  told  that  they 
have  done  nothing  for  themselves;  that 
they  pay  no  taxes;  in  short,  every  thing 
is  flflserted  about  America  to  serve  the 
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present  tum*  without  the  least  regard  ts 
truth.  I  would  have  these  matters  faiiiy 
sifted  out. 

To  begin  with  the  late  war.  The  Ame- 
ricana turned  the  success  of  the  war,  at 
both  ends  of  the  line.  General  Monktoa 
took  Beausejour  in  Nova  Scotia  with 
1,500  provincial  troops  and  about  200  re- 
gulars. Sir  William  Johnson  in  the  other 
part  of  America,  changed  the  face  of  the 
war  to  success  with  a  provincial  annj, 
which  took  baron  Dieskau  prisoner.  But, 
Sir,  the  glories  of  the  war,  under  the 
united  Bntish  and  American  arms,  are 
recent  in  every  ones'  memory.  Suffice  it 
to  decide  this  question,  that  the  Americaos 
bore,  even  in  our  judgment,  more  than 
their  full  proportion  ;  that  this  Houae  did 
annually  vote  them  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  zeal  and  strenuous  efforts,  sod  a 
compensation  for  the  excess  of  their  zeal 
and  expences,  above  their  due  proportion. 
They  kept,  one  year  with  another,  near 
25,000  men  on  foot,  and  lost  in  the  war 
the  flower  of  their  youth.  How  atraage 
must  it  appear  to  them  to  hear  of  nothiag 
down  to  March  14,  1763,  but  encomium 
upon  their  active  zeal  and  strenuous  ef- 
forta»  and  then,  no  longer  after  than  the 
year  ITG^,  in  such  a  trice  of  time,  to  <ee 
the  tide  turn,  and  from  that  hour  to  thii 
to  hear  it  asserted  that  they  were  a  burden 
upon  the  common  cause;  asserted eteoia 
that  same  parliament,  which  had  voted 
them  compensations  for  the  liberality  aoi 
excess  of  their  services. 

Nor  did  they  stint  their  services  to  North 
America,  they  followed  the  British  ami 
,out  of  their  continent,  to  the  Havaooah 
and  Martinique,  atler  the  complete  con- 
quest of  America.    And  so  they  had  dooe 
in  the  preceding  war.     They  were  not 
grudging  of  their  exertions,  they  were  at  • 
the  siege  of  Carthagena;  yet  what  vai  . 
Carthagena  to  them,  but  as  membenflf 
the  common  cause,  of  the  glory  of  thii 
country  ?  In  that  war  too.  Sir,  they  took 
Louisbour|^   from    the    French,   single* 
handed,  without  any  European  assiataoce; 
as  mettled  an  enterprize  as  any  in  our 
history !   an  everlastmg  memorial  of  tbe 
zeal,  courage  and   perseverance  of  the 
troops  of  New  England.    The  men  them- 
selves dragged  the  cannon  over  a  moratf 
whrch  had  always  been  thought  impsasahie, 
where aieither  horses  nor  oxen  could  p^ 
and  they*carried  the  shot  upon  their  backii 
And  what  was  their  reward  for  this  ib^ 
ward  and  spirited  enterprize;  for  tbe  i^ 
dttction  of  this  American  Dunkirk  I  THuk 
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levardy  Sir,  you  know  very  well ;  it  was 
given  up  for  a  barrier  to  the  Dutch.  The 
only  conquest  in  that  war  which  you  had 
to  give  up,  which  would  have  been  an  ef- 
fectual barrier  to  them  against  the  French 
power  in  America^  though  conquered  by 
themMlveSy  was  surrendered  for  a  foreign 
krrier.  As  a  substitute  for  this,  you 
lettle  Halifax  for  a  place  d*armes,  leaving 
the  limits  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia 
ai  a  matter  of  contest  with  the  French, 
which  could  not  fail  to  prove,  as  it  did, 
the  cause  of  another  war.  Had  you  kept 
Loobbourg  instead  of  settling  Halifax, 
tile  Americans  may  say,  at  least,  that 
there  would  not  have  been  that  pretext 
fer  imputing  the  late  war  to  their  account. 
It  has  been  their  forwardness  in  your 
nose,  that  made  them  the  objects  of  the 
Fiendi  resentment.  In  the  war  of  1744, 
It  your  requisition,  they  were  the  aggresors 
with  the  French  in  America.  We  know 
the  orders  given  to  Mons.  D' Anville,  to 
teroy  and  lay  all  their  sea-port  towns  in 
aihes ;  and  we  know  the  cause  of  that  re* 
aeotment ;  it  was  to  revenge  their  conquest 
ofLouiflbourg. 

Whenever  Great  Britain  has  declared 
*ir,  they  have  taken  their  part.  They 
««re  engaged  in  king  William's  wars  and 
yieen  Anne's,  even  in  their  infancy.  They 
eooquered  Acadia  in  the  last  century  for 
tt)  and  we  then  gave  it  up.  Again,  in 
9Ken  Anne's  war  they  conquered  Nova 
Scotia,  which,  from  that  time,  has  always 
briooged  to  Great  Britain.  They  have 
ken  engaged  in  more  than  one  expedition 
la  Canada,  ever  foremost  to  partake  of 
MDour  and  danger  with  the  mother 
coontnr. 

Well,  Sir,  what  have  we  done  for  them  ? 
BtTc  we  con(|uered  the  country  for  them 
wNo  the  Indians  ?  Have  we  cleared  it  ? 
»»e  we  drained  it  ?  Have  we  made  it 
WHfable  ?  What  have  we  done  for  them  ? 
I  believe  precisely  nothing  at  all,  but  just 
neplng  watch  and  ward  over  their  trade, 
w  they  should  receive  nothing  but  from 
•twelves,  and  at  our  own  price.  I  will 
^poaitively  say,  that  we  have  spent  no- 
™g ;  though  r  do  not  recollect  any  such 
Mide  upon  our  Journals:  but  I  mean, 
M  any  material  expence  in  setting  them 
•«  as  colonisU.  The  royal  roilitory  go- 
^ment  of  Nova  Scotia  cost,  indeed,  not 
•Jjttle  ium ;  above  500,000/.  for  its  plan- 
™<»»  and  iu  first  years.  Had  your  other 
ponies  cost  any  thing  similar,  either  in 
^  outset  or  support,  there  would  have 
^^  aomethiog  to  tay  on  that  side ;  but 


instead  of  that,  they  have  been  left  to 
themselves  for  100  or  150  years,  upon  the 
fortune  and  capital  of  private  adventurers, 
to  encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger* 
What  towns  have  we  built  for  them  ?  What 
deserts  have  we  cleared  I  What  country 
have  we  conquered  for  them  from  the  In- 
dians ?  Name  the  officers ;  name  the 
troops ;  the  expeditions ;  their  dates. 
Where  are  they  to  be  found  ?  Not  in  the 
journals  of  this  kingdom.  They  are  no 
where  to  be  found. 

In  all  the  wars  which  have  been  com- 
mon to  us  and  them,  they  have  taken  their 
full  share.  But  in  all  their  own  dangers, 
in  all  the  difficulties  belonging  separately 
to  their  situation,  in  all  the  Indian  wars 
which  did  not  immediately  concern  us,  we 
left  them  to  themselves  to  struggle  their 
way  through.  For  the  whim  of  a  minister 
you  can  bestow  half  a  million  to  build  a 
town,  and  to  plant  a  royal  colony  of  Nova 
Scotia ;  a  greater  sum  than  you  have  be- 
stowed upon  every  other  colony  together, 
since  their  foundation. 

And  notwithstanding  all  these,  which 
are  the  real  facts,  now  that  they  have 
struggled  though  their  difficulties,  and 
begin  to  hold  up  their  heads,  and  to  .shew 
that  empire  which  promises  to  be  the  fore- 
most in  the  world,  we  claim  them  and 
theirs,  as  implicitly  belonging  to  us,  with- 
'out  any  consideration  of  their  own  rights. 
We  charge  them  with  ingratitude,  without 
the  least  remd  to  truth,  just  as  if  this 
kingdom  had  for  a  century  and  a  half  at- 
tended to  no  other  object ;  as  if  all  our 
revenue,  all  our  power,  all  our  thought, 
had  been  bestowed  upon  them,  and  all  our 
national  debt  had  been  contracted  in  the 
Indian  wars  of  America,  totally  forgetting 
the  subordination  in  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, in  which  we  have  bound  them ; 
and  for  whkh,  dt  least,  we  owe  them  help 
towards  their  protection. 

Look  at  the  preamble  of  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  and  every  American  Act,  and 
see  if  the  interests  of  this  country  is  not 
the  avowed  object.  If  they  make  a  hat  or 
a  piece  of  steel,  an  act  of  parliament  calls 
it  a  nuisance :  a  tilting  hammer,  a  steel 
furnace,  must  be  abated  in  America  as  a 
nuisance.  Is  it  so  with  their  fellow  sub- 
jects on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ?  Are  the 
hats  and  cloths  of  Gloucestershire  nui- 
sances I  Are  the  tilting  hammers  of  Pon- 
tipool  nuisances?  Are  the  cutleries  of 
Sheffield  and  Birmingham  nuisances  ?  Are 
the  stockings  of  Nottingham  nuisances? 
Are   the    miens  of  Scotland,   Ireland^ 
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or  Broomsgrove  nuisances?  Are  the 
woollen  cloths  of  Yorkshire,  the  crapes  of 
Norwich,  or  the  cottons  of  Manchester, 
nuisances  ?  Sir,  I  speak  from  facts.  I  call 
jour  books  of  statutes  and  journals  to  wit- 
ness. With  the  least  recollection,  every 
one  must  acknowledge  the  truth  of  these 
facts. 

But  it  is  said,  the  peace  establishment  of 
North  America  has  been,  and  is,  very  ex- 
pensive to  this  country.  Sir,  for  what  has 
Deea^  let  us  take  the  peace  establishment 
before  17S9,  and  1748.  All  that  I  can 
find  in  your  journals  is,  four  companies 
kept  up  at  New  York,  and  three  compa- 
nies in  Carolina.  As  to  the  four  compa- 
nies at  New  York,  this  country  should 
Icnow  best  why  they  put  themselves  to  that 
expence ;  or  whether  they  were  really  at 
mny  expence  at  all ;  for  these  were  com- 
panies of  fictitious  men.  Unless  the  mo- 
ney was  repaid  into  the  treasury,  it  was 
applied  to  some  other  purpose ;  for  these 
companies  were  not  a  quarter  full.  In  the 
year  1754,  two  of  them  were  sent  up  to 
Albany,  to  attend  commissioners  to  treat 
with  the  Six  Nations,  to  impress  them  with 
ahighidea  of  our  military  power;  todisplay 
all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war  be- 
fore them,  m  hopes  to  scare  them ;  when, 
in  truth,  we  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure. 
The  whole  complement  of  the  two  com- 
panies did  not  exceed  thirty  tattered,  tot- 
terine  invalids,  fitter  to  scare  the  crows. 
This  mformatioD  I  have  bad  from  eye-wit- 
nesses. 

It  has  not  men  in  my  way  to  hear  any 
account  of  the  three  Carolina  companies : 
these  are  triflea.  The  substantial  ques- 
tion is,  what  material  expence  have  you 
been  at  in  the  periods  alluded  to,  for  the 
peace  establishment  of  North  America? 
Kansack  your  journals,  search  your  public 
offices  for  army  or  ordnance '  expenoes. 
Make  out  your  bill,  and  let  us  see  what  it 
is.  No  one  yet  knows  it.  Had  there 
been  any  such,  I  believe  the  administra- 
tion would  have  produced  it  before  now, 
with  aggravation ;  as  was  the  case  a  few 
years  ago  with  the  East  India  Company, 
who  hm  their  effects  arrested  for  a  long 
jbil],  when  they  little  expected  it,  and  that 
bill  too  not  very  scrupulously  charged: 
but  when  money  is  in  the  case,  whether 
from  the  east  or  from  the  west,  ministers 
pan  make  as  long  bills  as  other  pec^le. 

But  is  not  the  peace  establishment  of 
North  America  now  very  high,  and  very 
expensiva  ?  I  would  answer  that  by  ano- 
ther question ;  why  should  the  peace  esta- 


blishment since  the  late  war,  and  the  total 
expulsion  of  the  French  interest,  be  higher 
than  it  was  before  the  late  war,  and  whca 
the  French  possessed  above  half  the  Ame* 
pcan  continent  ?  If  it  be  so,  there  must  be 
some  singular  reason. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  you  mean,  under 
the  eeneral  term  of  North  America,  to . 
saddle  all  the  expences  of  Canada,  Novt 
Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Newfoundland,  Fkv 
rida,  and  the  West  Indies,  upon  the  old 
colonies  of  North  America.  You  cannot 
mean  to  keep  the  sovereignty,  the  pre- 
pertv,  the  possession  (these  are  the  tenas 
of  the  cession  in  the  treaty  of  1763)  to 
yourselves,  and  lay  the  expence  of  the 
military  establishment,  which  yoo  thiok 
proper  to  keep  up,  upon  the  old  colonies 

Sir,  the  colonies  never  thought  of  intc^  ' 
fering  in  the  prerogative  of  making  war « 
peace ;  but  if  this  nation  can  be  so  unjitft 
as  to  meditate  the  settling  the  expence  4 
your  new  conquests  separately  upon  theofy 
they  ought  to  nave  had  a  voice  m  settlia^ 
the  terms  of  peace.  It  is  you,  on  thl 
side  of  the  water,  who  have  first  brought 
up  the  idea  of  separate  interests,  by  pua* 
nmg  separate  and  distinct  charges,  ft 
was  their  men,  and  their  money,  which 
had  conquered  North  America  and  thi 
West  Indies,  as  well  as  yours,  though  job 
seized  aU  the  spoils;  but  they  never 
thought  of  dictating  to  you  what  jcpl 
should  keep  or  what  you  should  gite  % 
little  dreaming  that  you  reserved  the  «*< 
pence  of  vour  military  governments  M 
them.  Who  gave  up  the  Havannahf 
Who  gave  up  Martinique  ?  Who  gave  ^ 
Guadaloupe,  with  Mari^galante:  Whi 
gave  up  Santa  Lucia  ?  Who  gave  op  (hi 
Newfoundland  fishery  ?  Who  gave  apdj 
these,  without  their  consent,  without  thck 
participation,  without  their  consultatioir 
and  after  all  without  equivalents?  Sir,f 
your  colonies  had  but  been  permitted  IB 
have  gathered  up  the  crumbs  wfakfa  hai# 
fallen  from  your  table,  they  would  hsfi; 
gladly  supported  the  whole  ^tablishnieii 
of  North  America. 

Your  colonies  have  now  shewn  yoo  Ai 
value  of  lands  in  North  America;  and 
therefore  you  have  vested  in  the  crovs 
the  sovereignty,  property,  and  pooseoiA 
of  infinite  tracts  of  land,  perhaps  as  ^ 
tensive  as  all  Europe,  which  toe  crowtt 
may  dispose  of  at  its  own  price,  is  ^ 
land  rises  in  America,  and  grants  beoont 
invaluable;  and  to  enable  the  crown  tft 
support  an  arbitrary  military,  nay  even  I 
Romish  govemment,  till  these  laadi  ^ 
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to  their  fatare  immenae  value,  you  are 
casting  about  to  aaddle  the  ezpence  either 

rue  American  or  the  Britiah  auppliea* 
Americans  must,  indeed,  be  in  a  atate 
of  ioaanity,  if  they  do  not  aee  the  ten- 
dency of  all  thia ;  and  we  ouraelvea  muat 
be  more  inaane  and  blind  even  than  the 
Americana;  we,  who  have  already  aeen 
tbe  patronage  of  the  Eaafc  Indiea  put  into 
die  oaodaof  the  crown,  and  who  now  aee 
the  io?ereignty,  property,  and  poaaeaaion 
of  North  America,  witn  every  military 
aad  despotic  power,  veated  aolely  in  the 
King's  handa ;  we,  who  are  made  to  leain 
efery  hour,  by  precept  and  example,  that 
chaitera,  being  but  the  breath  of  kioga, 
are  to  be  annihilated'  by  the  breath  of 
plisUe  parliamenta ;  we  muat  be,  Sir,  I 
my,  more  inaane  than  them,  if  we  do  not 
see  the  tendency  of  all  thia,  and  if  we  do 
IMt  provide  in  time  for  our  own  aecurity, 
»  veH  as  for  that  of  America.  I  wiU  not 
mppose,  that  we  can  be  »o  improvident  aa 
aot  to  attend  to  these  important  and  per- 
kps  not  very  dlataot  eventa;  nor,  with 
Reject  to  the  preaent  queatiou,  wDl  I 
n^Mse  that  parliament  meditatea  ao  great 
SB  lojostice,  aa  to  require  your  old  colo- 
aies  to  support  the  chaige  of  all  your  new 
cooqaesta,  and  all  the  reat  of  America. 
^  Tnis  eountry  is  very  liberal  in  ita  boaat* 
iag  of  its  protection  and  parental  kndneaa 
Id  America.  la  it  for  that  purpose  that 
we  have  converted  the  province  of  Canada 
into  an  abaolute  and  military  government, 
lad  have  eatabliahed  the  Romiah  bigotry 
ianinant,  aa  a  terror  upon  all  our  ancient 
aad  Proteatant  colonies?  What  aecurity, 
idiat  protection  do  they  derive?  In  what 
sort  are  they  the  better  for  the  conqueat 
€  the  French  dominions,  if  we  take  that 

Krtanity  to  establish  a  government, 
military,  and  ecdeaiaatiod,  in  the 
ytaooA  degree  hoatile  to  the  government 
of  oor  own  pfovincea,  and  with  Uie  intent 
to  set  a  thorn  in  their  aidea  ?  la  thia  affec- 
ftia  and  parental  kindneaa  ?  Surely  you 
4o  Dot  expect  that  they  ahoold  be  taxed 
•ad  talliagM  to  pay  for  thia  rod  of  iron 
vhich  you  are  preparing  for  them  1 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  a  point,  in  which  1 
Uok  jou  mav  be  aaid  to  nave  ^tven  some 

Election.  I  mean  the  protection  of  your 
i  to  the  American  commerce.  And 
iven  here  I  am  at  a  losa  by  what  terms  to 
Mil  it;  whether  you  are  protecting  your- 
^9»  or  them.  They  are  your  cargoes, 
)Diur  manufactures,  your  commerce,  your 
J^ngalion.  Every  ship  from  America  is 
Mind  to  Great  Britain.  None  enter  an 
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American  port, but  British  ahipa  and  men. 
While  you  are  defending  the  American 
commerce,  you  are  defending  Leeds  and 
Halifax,  Sheffield  and  Birmingham,  Man- 
cheater  and  Hull,  Briatol  and  Liverpool, 
London,  Dublin  and  Glaagow.  H  owever, 
as  our  fleet  does  protect  whatever  com* 
merce  belongs  to  tbem,  let  that  be  set  to 
the  account  It  is  an  argument  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  us.^  As  it  has  been  the  sole 
policy  of  this  kingdom,  for  ages,  by  the 
operation  of  every  commercial  act  ofpar- 
liament,  to  make  the  American  comderce 
totally  subservient  to  our  own  convenience^ 
the  least  that  we  owe  to  them  in  return  is 
protection. 

Sir,  I  have  now  stated  my  sentiments 
upon  the .  preliminary  matters.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  atate  the  aervicea,  in  war, 
of  the  Americans,  with  oura,  and  their 
mutual  proportioita ;  in  which,  by  our  own 
confeaajon,  the  Americana  have  taken 
more  than  their  ahare.  I  have  stated 
the  expence  of  your  military  establish* 
ment  for  them,  such  as  it  has  been,  or 
such  as  it  need  to  be,  always  protesting 
against  the  imposition  of  the  charge  of  the 
conquered  provinces  upon  them;  and  I 
have  stated  the  necessity  and  convenience 
ofyour  fleet  to  their  commerce.  Let  this 
line  of  dividing  the  question  be  pursued 
to  what  minuteness  you  will,  in  order  that 
we  may  come  to  a  fundamental  judgment ; 
let  debtor  or  creditor  fidl  on  wluch  side  it 
will,  I  have  no  bias  to  either  side  of  the 
argument ;  but  to  have  jperfect  and  liberal 
justice  done,  and  reconcuement,  if  possible, 
effected  upon  sound  and  equitable  prind* 
pies.  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  to  the 
House  a  draught  of  a  letter  of  requisition, 
which  I  have  drawn  up  after  the  manner 
of  former  requisitions  to  tlie  colonies,  and 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  adapt  to  the 
present  cifcunsstances. 

Here  he  read  the  following  draught  of 
a  Letter  of  Requisition  to  the  coloniea  : 

**  Hu  Majesty  Jt^tving  nothing  so  much 
at  heart,  aa  to  aeef  every  part  of  his  domi- 
nions put  into  a^tate  of  aecuritv,  both  by 
aea  and  land,  againat  anv  attacx,  or  even 
i^iprehenaion  of  attack,  from  foreign 
powera,  has  therefore  particularly  taken 
into  his  consideration  the  neceaaity  of 
keeping  up  a  reapectable  marine  establiah- 
ment,  aa  well  for  the  actual  protection  of 
the  commercial  intereata  of  Great  Britain 
and  America,  aa  to  maintain  undiminiah- 
ed  the  power  and  pre-eminence  of  the 
royal  flag  of  Great  Britain,  and  tp  pre* 
aerve  that  navyt  which  has  in  the  time  of 
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war  carried  us  triumphant  over  all  jour 
enemies,  from  falling  into  neglect  or  inac- 
tion in  the  time  of  peace.  The  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain  is  more  especially 
necessary,  for  the  protection  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's'American  subjects,  from  the  spe- 
cial nature  of  their  case ;  who  have  indeed 
each  of  them,  by  their  respective  militias; 
a  provincial  security  by  land,  but  from  the 
want  of  a  similar  establishment  at  sea,  are 
particularly  unguarded  on  that  element. 
The  colonists  are  dependent  upon  the  se- 
curity of  the  sea,  not  only  for  their  own 
trade,  but  likewise  for  that  supply  of  Bri- 
tish manufactures,  which,  ii  they  were 
under  the  necessity  of  providing  for  them- 
«elves,  would  draw  them  off  from  those 
objects  of  their  colonization,  which  are 
more  beneficial  to  them,  the  possessing, 
and  bringing  into  culture,  the  extensive 
and  fertile  lands  of  America.  It  is  there- 
fore the  peaceable  pursuit  and  enjoyment 
of  all  and  every  one  of  these  advantages, 
for  which  they  are  beholden  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's royal  navy  for  protection. 

**  His  Majesty  has  likewise  taken  into 
his  consideration  the  state  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  with  respect  to  their  military 
defence  by  land.  The  glory  of  all  the 
Atnerican  conquests  in  the  late  war,  was 
accomplished  by  the  active  zeal,  and  stre- 
nuous efibrts  of  the  British  and  American 
united  arms ;  in  the  prosecution  of  which 
his  Mi^esty  has  repieatedly  had  experi- 
ence, that  his  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  of 
America  have  contributed  more  than  their 
proportion.  His  Majesty  is  Uierefore  well 
pleased,  that  his  American  subjects  should 
reap,  uppn  the  fortunate  termination  of 
that  war,  the  advantages  of  security  most 
peculiarly  benefieial  to  their  situation. 
He  considers  this  security  as  no  more 
than  a  just  and  adequate  recompence  for 
the  liberality,  zeal,  and  courage  of  their 
exertions,  in  the  conquest  af  dldiose  hos- 
tile provinces,  and  in  the  extirpation  of  all 
those  foreign  Europeii|^  interests,  which 
have  for  many  years  be'en  hovering,  with 
•an  evil  aspect,  over  the  British  American 
colonies,  and  circuniscribing  their  early 
growth. 

^*<  His  Majesty  coosiders,  that  the  esta- 
blishment lind  confirmation  of  his  newly- 
acauired  dominions,  for  the  peace,  safety, 
and  tranquillity  of  his  ancient  and  loyal 
colonies,  requires  the  same  union  of  mmd 
and  measures  between  all  his  subjects  on 
each  side  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  by  which 
they  were  acquired ;  and  that  suitable  flnd 
f  r(^ortioaate  pcovisiosu  sbpuU  be  made,' 


by  the  respective  parts  of  his  M^atft 
dominions,  according  to  the .  interest  or 
advantages  to  each  respectively  resulting; 
the  sovereignty,  property,  and  possewfla 
of  the  said  conquered  dominions,  being 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  on  the  one  side; 
and  a  permanent  and  peaceable  secaritj, 
from  all  foreign  enemies,  or  foreign  forcei, 
being  the  beneficial  advantage  acqoiredi' 
and  nrom  the  time  of  their  conquest  en* 
joyed,  by  the  American  colonies  on  the 
other.  His  Majesty,  therefore,  on  Um 
subject  considers,  that  in  reason,  by  modi 
the  greater  part  of  the  expences  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  conquered  proviocei 
should  fall  where  the  sovereignty,  proper- 
ty, and  possession  are  vested. 

**  With  respect  to  the  military  defenee 
of  his  Majesty's  ancientt:olonies,  the  nne 
plan  may  be  adopted,  which  has  obtained 
m  former  times  of  peace,  as  no  ffreilec 
standing  force  need  be  added  to  tne  &»• 
litias  ofeach  province,  than  was  foa&dii» 
cessary,  biefore  the  expulsion  of  all  foK^gs 
interests  from  North  Amerioa.  Upqb 
consideration  of  each  of  these  bramnei 
requiring  some  military  establishmeDt,  la 
Majesty  thinks  it  necessary,  with  the  ooii* 
sent  of  parliament,  to  keep  up  someetaoi* 
ing  forces  in  America,  as  well  for  the  i^ 
curity  of  his  newly  acquired  dominions,  • 
to  be  in  readitfess,  in  case  any  of  hit  an* 
cient  colonies  should  be  attaoked,  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  militia  of  aoy  boA 
colony,  for  the  required  defence.  Hii 
Majesty  therefore,  upon  consideration  rf 
the  premises,  both  with  req>ect  to  tbeo^ 
cessary  naval  and  military  establishnenf^ 
thinks  it  not  unreasonable,  to  order  reod^ 
sitions  to  be  made  to  the  several  asaembhi 
of  his  loyal  colonies  in  North  America 
for  a  suitable  and  voluntary  provision,  te 
the  purposes  of  defending,  protecting,  and 
securing  the  said  colonies. 

**  And  to  make  the  execution  of  tin 
matter  as  convenient,  and  as  satas&ctffy 
as  possible,  to  his  subjects  in  Ameiici, 
his  Majesty  recommends  the  mode  ^ 
the  option  of  the  colonies;  as  it  will 
be  equally  satisfactory  to  hhn,  if  d* 
colonies  themselves  will  undertake  the 
performance  of  the  services,  under  hii 
Majesty's  orders,  by  equipping,  snniii|^ 
and  maintaining,  as  suitwle  numhtf* 
of  vessels,  with  the  proper  conopleflNi^ 
of  men  to  be  under  the  coainuid  rf 
such  naval  officers,  as  his  Majesty  ahw 
from  time  to  time  appoint:  and  lo  ^ 
manner  to  levy,  clotne,  pay  iaad  pfovida 
for,  such  proportion  of  forces  upon  ^ 
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niUurjr  establidinieDt  of  America  at,  shall 
be  equitable  upoD  ibe  circurastances  of 
thecaset  and  upon  consideration  of  the 
respective  abilities  of  each  prorince ;  such 
forces  to  act  either  separately  or  in  con- 
janction  with  any  other  of  his  Majesty's 
forces,  and  to  be  under  the  supreme  com* 
nand  of  all  such  officers  as  his  Majesty 
ihaO  think  proper  to  appoint*  His  Ma- 
jesty will  order  an  account  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  several  assemblies,  of  the  naval 
sod  piilitary  establishments,  which  his  Ma- 
jes^  hereby  requires  them  to  furnish. 

**  His  Majesty  is  not  unmindful  of  the 
aiaay  restraints  and  prohibitions  which  the 
coiooies   are  under,  in  respect  to- their 
commerce  and  manufactures;  and    that 
many  of  the  regulations  established  by  the 
aotbority  of  the  British  parliament,  ope- 
nte  to  the  same  effect  (though  indirectly) 
SI  taxes.     This  is  the  accepted  condition 
of  their  emigration,  to  continue  subordi- 
nate  to  the  British  commerce,  and  instru- 
neotal  to  the  support  and  extension  of 
British  manu&ctures,  while  thev  are  left 
at  liberty  themselves,  to  spread  into  the 
ooQtioent   of   North    America.    But   as 
many  of  these  regulations  and  restraints 
vera  formed  in  old  times,  when  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce  were  perhaps  ill  un- 
dentood,  and   as   it  may  be  found  that 
naoy  of  them  are  nugatory,  or  vexatious 
to  the  American  colonies,  without  being 
beneficial  to  Great  Britain;  his  Majestv 
^)es,  that  an  amicable  compliance  with 
tbe  above-mentioned  reasonable  requisi- 
tioas,  and  an  ostensible  contribution  on 
the  part  of  the  colonies,  to  the  general 
aarhamentary  suj^ly,  will  pave  the  way 
rar  many  relaxations  in  the    articles  of 
commerce.     And  his  Majesty  gives  the 
strongest  assurances  to  his  colonists,  that 
he  will,  at  all  times,  recommend  to  his 
parliament,    to   revise,    repeal,    explain, 
•ateod  and  relax,  all  such  ref traints  and 

Chibitions,  as  shall  appear  to  be  frivo- 
^  unjust,  impolitic  and  oppressive  to 
the  colonies, 

**  It  is  with  great  grief  that  his  Majesty, 
who  is  the  common  father  of  his  people, 
ttdviews  with  an  equal  eye  of  anection, 
b  saUects  in  every  part  of  his  dominions, 
jbs  of  late  years  observed  the  very  un- 
happy divisions,  which  have  subsisted  bO' 
t»een  his  British  parliament  and  the  as- 
^blies  of  his  American  subjects;  and 
w  needless  and  imprudent  discussions 
tf  neculative  pointSj  from  mutual  misap- 
yreheosions,  have  been  converted  into 
aager  and  animosities,  which  threaten  the 


most  fatal  consequences*    His  Majesty  is 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  natural  jus- 
tice and  moderation  of  his  British  parlia- 
ment, tp  believe  that  they  could  ever  en- 
tertain the  thought  of  any  known  or  in- 
tended   injustice    or   grievance    to  their 
fellow  subjects  in  America ;  and  from  the 
many  recent  and  repeated  proofs  of  obe- 
dience, loyalty  and  affection,  from  the  co- 
lonists, and  of  their  liberality  and  disin- 
terested zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  Majes- 
ty's arms,   which  they  have    freely  and 
cheerfully  followed  into  distant  climates, 
after  the  complete  conquest  of  America ; 
he  is  equally  assured  Uiat  hb  American 
subjects  are  incpable  of  being  influenced 
by  narrow  or  selfish  motives.    His  Ma- 
jesty has  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  re- 
peated declarations  of  his  American  colo- 
nies, who  have  separately  and  collectively 
declared  **  That  they  do  sincerely  recog- 
nize their  allegiance  to  his  crown,  and  all 
due  subordination  to    the   parliament  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  they  shall  always  re- 
tain the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  assist- 
ance and  protection  which. they  have  re- 
ceived ;  that  their  lives  and  fortunes  are 
entirely  devoted  to  his  Majesty's. service, 
to  which,  on  his  royal^ requisitions,  they 
have  ever  been  ready  to  contribute  to  the 
utmost  of  their  ability."    Therefore  his 
Majesty   has    the    fullest    dependence, 
*^  That  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the 
state  may  require  it,  they  will,  as  they  have 
heretofore    done,    cheerfully   contribute 
their  full  proportion  of  men  and  money.*' 
His  Majesty  entertains  the  most  confident 
hope,  from  the  upri|^ht  intentions  of  both 
parties,  that,  upon  a  cool  re-consideratioo 
of  the  original  matters  in  dispute,  which 
his  Majesty  has  endeavoured  to  state  upon 
the  grounds  of  reason,  with  fairness  and 
impartiality,  all  unhappy  animosities  and 
civil  distractions  will  be  composed  upon 
the  solid  foundations  of  equity  and  justice; 
and  that  all  things  will  be  restored  to  that 
happy  state  of  harmony  and  mutual  affec- 
tion which  subsisted  at  the  termination  of 
the  late  fflorious  war ;  and  that  every  hostile 
and  vindictive  act,  or  declaration,  which 
has  passed  from    the  commencement  of 
these  unfortunate  troublesj  will  be  buried 
in  everlasting  oblivion. 

*^  It  would  be  a  grievous  affliction  to  his 
Majesty,  to  see  the  courage  of  his  faithful 
subjects  averted  to  civil  dissentioos,  and 
the  lustre  of  the  national  arms  stained 
with  civil  blood ;  to  see  the  general  peace 
and  .tranquillity  broken,  and  invitationa 
thereby  thrown  out  to  his  enemies,  to  dis* 
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tarb  the  glories  of  hn  rein ;  to  see  the 
unhappy  diTistons  of  this  kiDgdom^  against 
itself,  giving  courage  to  thetr  secret  re- 
sentmentSy  and  tempting  them,  in  an  evil 
hour,  to  re-assume  those  hostile  purposes 
against  his  Majesty's  dominions,  which 
the  united  and  compacted  powers  of  the 
whole  House  of  Bourbon  were  unable,  in 
the  late  glorious  war,  to  accomplish, 
against  the  then  united  and  compacted 
arms  of  Great  Britain  and  America.  His 
Majesty's  most  earnest  and  most  anxious 
wishes  are,  to  see  unanimity  restored 
amongst  all  his  subjects,  that  thejr  may 
long  enjoy^  in  peace  the  fruits'  of  those 
common  victories  which  have  heretofore 
cemented  them  in  one  general  cause ;  that 
living  in  harmony  and  brotherly  kindness 
one  towards  anonier,  and  in  one  conunon 
obedience  to  the  supreme  legislature,  they 
may  join  all  hands  with  one  heart,  to  sup- 
port  the  dignitjr  of  hb  crown,  the  just  au- 
thority of  parliament,  the  true  and  com- 
bined interests  of  Great  Briiam  and  Ame- 
rica; and  thus  transmit  to  posterity,  with 
everlasting  honour^  the  umted  empire  of 
these  kingdoms.'' 

This  is  the  pkn,  and  the  terms,  or  to 
the  effect,  that,  according  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment,  a  reouisition  on  the  present 
subject  should  be  drawn.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  state  the  case  in  such  a  manner 
as  ma^  €ypen  a  way  to  reconcflem^nt  on 
both  sides.  Make  your  requisitions  free, 
and  let  them  be  founded  in  reason  and 
justice ;  and  there  are  no  subjects  in  any 
kingdom  that  will  be  deaf  to  reason,  jus- 
tice, common  interest,  and  mutual  obliga- 
tions :  and  I  am  sure,  from  the  repeated 
liberality  and  zeal  of  our  colonieef,  we,  of 
all  the  kingdoms  in  the  world,  have  the 
least  reason  to  distrust  those  of  our  own 
consanguinity 


thought  of  denying  to  the  Americans  their 
judgment  upon  the  necessity  or  applica- 
tion of  money  required.  That  is  the 
right  of  all  free  subjects,  without  which 
the^  have  nothing  that  they  can  call 
their  own.  Let  your  requisitions  be 
free,  for  reasonable  and  substantial  ser- 
vices, and  faithfully  performed,  and  there 
is  no  example  of  a  refusal  in  such  a 
case,  in  any  state.  That  consents  are 
withheld,  and  ought  so  to  be,  in  case  of 
grievances  unredressed,  our  own  history 
abounds  with  examples.  Our  rights  and 
liberties  would  have  long  ago  been  tramp- 


led under  foot,  but  for  that  icseiidi  poirer 
in  the  Commons.  But  a  refusal,  in  a  ici- 
sonable  case,  is  as  yet  without  eum^ 
Absurdity  and  caprice  are  not  die  prod* 
pies  which  govern  men  in  the  great  con- 
cerns of  state :  but  reason  over-roles  til 
little  caprices.  In  Holland,  the  csombI 
not  only  of  the  states  general,  but  of  tlie 
provincial  states,  and  in  many  instanco^  I 
oelieve,  of  every  town  in  eacn  prorinoe,ii 
necessary  for  great  acts  of  state;  aad  jd 
that  negative  never  stands  in  the  wty 
against  reason.  Where  measores  hsie 
common  sense,  and  common  reason,  for 
their  foundation,  they  will  never  be  ob* 
structed ;  where  they  have  not,  they  oo^ 
to  be  defeated. 

But  it  is  said,  that  we  can  hear  of  is 
terms  with  the  Americans,  who  have  beat 
in  a  state  of  resistance  to  our  authoii^- 
Sir,  I  wish  to  cast  no  retrospect,  but  007 
to  look  forward  to  reconciliation,  and  IS 
prevent  the  shedding  of  blood.  The  re* 
solution  of  the  noUe  lord  has  coxAmoi, 
and  the  House  has  adopted  the  troth  cf 
it,  that  re(}U]sition  js  the  proper  wq* 
Your  colonies  have  been  calling  oottii 
you  incessanlJy,  for  ten  years,  to  mriti 
your  demands  by  constitutional  reqoai* 
tions.  This  House,  after  a  ten  yean  mil* 
understanding,  has  confirmed  thattobe» 
in  their  opinion  too,  the  right  vray.  Theo 
why  not  dose  now  at  least  upon  thil 
ground,  without  retrospect.  The  coiomei 
have  been  driven  to  resistance  aganm 
their  wills,  lest  they  should  have  nounf 
that  they  could  surely  call  thdr  ovn. 
The  right  to  take  any  nation's  money  is- 
definitely,  without  their  consent,  wiuuMt 
measure,  without  account,  without  ssf 
enquiry  into  the  application,  is  notto  te 
conceded  or  compromised  by  any  nstks 
upon  the  earth.  Knistance  or  ruin  mart 
infallibly  be  the  consequence ;  and  that 
who  are  compelled  to  resistance,  by  yoor 
having  persevered  in  the  principle  of  tik* 
ing  by  force,  till  the  noble  lord's  propoii- 
tion,  which  has  at  least  condemoeo  ilf 
have  been  forced  to  deny  that  autboritT» 
which  they  always  had,  and  always  wooU 
have  wished  to  acknowledge  and  snppoit 
It  was  that  unconquerable  and  irresiwk 
impulse  of  nature,  self-defence,  wfaU 
cut  off  all  retreat :  then  let  us  cast  no  re- 
trospect. If  the  grounds  of  this  unhspjif 
dispute  can  be  settled,  all  may  be  peice 
yet.  If  the  Americans  could  be  muti 
that  you  would  not  again  make  reditaoos 
absolutely  necessary  to  their  security  sod 
very  being  as  a  pe<^1e,  they  are  resdf 
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eooaghto  acknoirledge  their  sobordina- 
doOy  aod  all  the  rights  of  Great  Britain. 
Let  them  know^y  that  peace  and  security 
to  their  rights  and  properties  shall  be  the 
certain  condition  or  actmowledging  the  su- 
fnme  legislation  of  this  coontry,  and  the 
natter  is  ended. 

Sir,  after  I  shall  have  received  the  de- 
tennination  of  the  Hoose  upon  the  motion 
forreqaintions,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
ofer  three  other  motions^  for  a  suspension 
of  the  three  vindictive  American  Bills  of 
the  last  session.  The  connection  of  these 
Motions  with  the  preceding,  is  too  obvious 
toieouireany  explanation  or  debate.  I 
voald  only  take  leave  to  say,  that  I  should 
Dot  have  moved  for  a  mere  suspension  of 
Ikfe  BillSy  if  a  motion  for  their  repeal 
bd  not  already  been  rejected  by  this 
Houe.  Having  given  an  unavailing  vote 
6r  thdr  repeal,  I  now  come  to  entreat  for 
Ae  aext  aegree,  at  least  for  suspension. 
Toa  have  excommunicated  Boston,  and 
poicribed  the  whole  province  of  New 
Englaod  unheard:  then  recollect  your 
JnBce,  and  whether  you  send  even  the 
MUe  lord's  compulsory  requisition  to 
Amma,  or  this  motion  of  mine  for  a  free 
nqtuotion ;  suspend  your  vindictive  hand, 
Md,  whilst  you  treat  for  peace,  arrest  the 
ivord. 

Sir,  I  have  now  offered  what  I  have  to 
l^opon  this  important  subject.    1  have 
pea  it  my  most  serious,  I  may  say  my 
tt^  attention,  ev^  since  I  have  been  in 
ttitoation  to  give  a  responsible  vote  upon 
k;  and  I  heamly  wish  that  some  means  or 
0^  may  be  found  in  tnne  to  stop  the  ef- 
fabn  of  civil  blood.    And  here.  Sir,  I  of- 
fer my  poor  sentiments  to  the  House  and 
to  the  noble  lord,  as  in  the  place  of  minis- 
^*   It  is  a  great  responsibility  that  will 
lie  at  his  door,  who  is  to  have  the  reconi-^ 
Midation,  I  might  say  the  decimon,  of 
Ae  measures  to  be  adopted.    We  on  this 
"^  the  House,  who  have  opposed  the 
v^le  system  of  American  measures,  have 
not  done  it  merely  for  the  sake  of  opposi- 
tvrn.  We  have  notsheltered  ourselves  under 
*  No,no," — But  we  havededaredour  prin- 
^j^  we  have  offered  our  plans;  and 
■^  must  now  remain  with  Great  Britain 
^  America  at  large^  to   discuss  and 
^h  their  merits,  to  accept  or  to  reject 
^^   The  noble  lord  has  a  great  ascen- 
wnt  in  this  House.    Perhaps  his  plan,  if 
^ji&8  any  thmg  to  be  callea  a  plan,  may 
fcd  advocates  and  voices  here.    But  our 
«WMit7  ^  J*W,  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
^  moat  finally  de<Hde.    My  honourable 


friend  near  me  (Mr.  Burke)  has,  with  un* 
rivalled  ability,  opened  to  you  his  princi- 
ples and  plan.  The  earl  of  Chatham  has, 
m  the  other  House,  offered  his  provisional 
Bill  for  conciliation,  to  the  ministry  there : 
and  for  myself.  Sir,  it  is  with  the  greatest 
drference  and  humility  that  I  presume  to 
o&rany  thing  of  mme,  in  conjunction 
with  such  great  names  and  abilities.  I 
can  only  plead  the  sincerity  of  my  inten- 
tions as  an  apology  for  my  presumption. 
All  our  plans  tend  to  one  centre,  and  to 
one  point  of  reconciliation,  to  save  the  ef- 
fusion of  blood  between  those  who  ought 
to  be  reciprocally  good  and  useful  friends. 
If  the  noble  lord  has  any  secret  feelings  of 
relenting,  as  many  of  his  friends,  and  many 
more  who  would  be  his  friends,  most  sin- 
cerely wish,  let  him  stand  out,  and  do  jus- 
tice to  his  feelings.  His  country  calls 
upon  him,  not  to  give  way  to  sanguinary 
and  impatient  councils,  contrary  to  his 
own  better  judsment.  This  is  the  deci- 
sive hour ;  the  rate  of  Great  Britain  and 
America  are  depending. 

The  eyes  of  all  this  country,  and  Ame- 
rica too,  are  turned  towards  the  noble  lord, 
as  the  ostensible  and  responsible  minister, 
to  receive  his  final  determination,  as  to  the 
measures  which  are  to  decide  the  safety 
or  ruin  of  this  empire.  The  ways  of  peace 
are  still  before  him.  If  war  is  to  be  the 
measure  with  America,  let  him  consider, 
that  it  is  not  a  majority  of  this' House  that 
can  conquer  America.  The  support  of 
reason  and  justice  to  his  measures  will 
stand  him  better  in  stead  than  the  noisy 
tumult  of  a  majority ;  in  which  majority 
there  may  be  lurking  treacherous  coun- 
sellors, and  pretendra  friends,  secretly 
urging  him  to  his  ruin,  even  against  his 
own  judgment.  The  important  responsi- 
bility is  out  of  measure.  When  the  de- 
bates and  measures  of  this  year  are  trans- 
mitted to  America,  they  may,  perhaps, 
tell  the  noble  lord — Had  you  pursuea  a 
plan  of  equity  and  justice,  all  had  been 
peace.  At  home,  one  plan  of  conciliation 
nas  already  been  proposed,  for  which  the 
city  of  London,  foreseeing  the  certain 
ruin  of  other  measures,  has  given  thanks 
to  its  great  and  noble  author,  as  an  earnest 
for  the;  rest  of  the  kingdom.  If  Great 
Britain  and  America  should  come  to  one 
mind  of  peace,  they  may  unite  to  crush 
those  men  who  keep  them  asunder. 

He  moved,  **  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  orders,  that 
Letters  of  Kequisition  be  written  to  the 


571]  15  GEORGE  III.  Debate  on  Mr.  HartleyU 


Mflf 


[Sfl! 


several  provinces  of  bis  Majesty's  colo* 
nies  aod  plantations  in  America  to  make 
provisions  for  the  purposes  of  defending, 
protecting  and  secunng  the  said  colonies 
^nd  plantations ;  and  that  his  Miyesty  will 
be  pleased  to  order  all  such  addresses  as 
he  shall  receive*  in  answer  to  the  aforesaid 
letters  of  requisition*  to  be  laid  before  this 
House." 

Sir  Cecil  fVray  seconded  the  motion; 
}ie  declared,  he  did  it  as  it  recurred  to  a 
system  which  had  been  in  use  before  the 
present  troubles  had  be^un,  namely,  be- 
fore the  unfortunate  passing  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  aod  wished  all  the  rest  of  our  dis- 
putes could  also  be  put  on  the  same  foun- 
dation. He  observed,  in  respect  to  the 
right  of  taxation,  that  the  parliament  of 
Britain  had  no  right  to  tax  those  it  did 
not  represent ;  tnat  representation  had 
originally  been  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
taxation,  and  that  it  was  only  by  chance, 
and  an  usurpation  by  the  people  from  the 
crown,  that  the  representatives  had  ac- 
quired the  rights  of  legislation.  This  ap- 
peared from  our  ancient  parliaments;  m 
which*  after  the  parliament  had  granted 
taxes,  they  applied  by  petition  to  the 
crown,  to  remedy  certain  grievances, 
wiiich  the  crown  sometimes  did,  by  mjJc- 
ing  an  ordinance  for  that  purpose;  and 
that,  even  in  the  most  despotic  German 

governments,  the  prince  could  not  at  this 
ay  impose  internal  taxes,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  states,  or  representatives 
of  the  people.  That  even  if  parliament 
had.  the  right  to  tax  America,  he  should 
be  against  usinff  that  power;  as  in  that 
case  justice  wotud  demand,  that  we  should 
give  to  America  an  equal  power  of  paying 
taxes ;  that  that  could  only  be  done  by 
opening  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  to 
America  in  common  with  Britain ;  a  mea- 
sure which  no  one  could  wish  to  see 
adopted,  as  it  would  then  be  at  the  expence 
of  the  latter,  and  a  very  considerable  de- 
falcation ensue  in  its  power  of  then  pay- 
inff  the  taxes  it  now  does.  That  Britain, 
in  ois  opinion,  was  at  present  low  taxed  in 
comparison  with  either  of  the  neighbour- 
ing nations,  or  of  what  it  was  at  the  pe- 
riod before  the  commencement  of  the  na- 
tionid  debts.  That  the  quantum  of  taxes 
are  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  sum  of 
monev  raised,  but  by  the  proportion  such 
sum  bears  to  the  ability  of  the  persons 
uxed:  for  instance,  if.  a  farmer,  who,  at 
the  last  mentioned  sera,  paid  100^.  a  year 
rent,  and  now  is  enabled  to  raise  300/. 
more  than  the  sum  he  could  then,  by  the 


increased  price  of  his  goods,  he  cannot  be 
said  ta  have  his  rent  raised,  but  rather 
lowered,  if  bis  landlord  makes  bin  pij 
200/.  rent  instead  of  one.  He  next  ob- 
served how  impolitic  it  was  to  undervtloe 
the  courage  of  those  we  were  to  engage 
with ;  mentioned  the  high  spirit  shewn  bf 
the  people  of  Genoa,  in  dnving  oat  .the 
veteran  Germans,  when  raised  by  entho- 
siastic  valour.  He  observed  too,  that  per- 
haps the  character  given  of  the  Amsricasi 
was  as  true  of  our  own  common  people; 
that  in  all  conflicts  between  them  and  the 
military,  a  very  few  mus^uets  from  a  kw 
red  coats,  had  always  dispelled  the  mort 
mutinous;  at  the  same  time  mentioned 
that  the  cause  of  this  was  the  total  disoie 
ofarms;  for  those  very  people,  whenosce 
disciplined,  became  the  oast  of  soldieiv* 
In  his  opinion  the  sole  power  this  couatiT 
ought  to  have  over  the  colonies,  which 
was  of  necessity,  not  of  risht,  vested  k 
the  British  parliament  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  should  only  be  exerted  in  ssjii^ 
what  the  colonists  should  not  do,  not  whit 
they  should  do;  that  in  particular,  it  was 
requisite  for  parliament  to  have  a  watchU 
eye  on  the  Navigation  Act,  and  oasK 
others  which  regulated  the  external  cqoh 
merce  of  all  parts  of  our  dominions,  as  oa 
those,  and  on  our  trade,  depended  the  uk 
power  of  paying  our  taxes. 

Lord  North  opposed  the  motion.  Ik 
entered  into  the  reasons  for  which  the 
present  measures  had  been  adopted ;  n' 
said  that  it  could  not,  in  the  present  stiM^ 
of  afiairs,  betwixt  us  and  the  colonies,  hi 
consistent  with  our  dignity  in  the  least  t» 
recede.  The  propositions  made  to  psriia* 
ment  against  tne  measures  adopted  by  thi 
House,  were  very  different  from  one  as* 
other,  and  therefore  inconsistent— lovi 
Chatham's,  Mr.  Burke's,  and  the  preaents 
and  that  parliament  havioff  adopted  hii 
own,  whioi  were  more  consistent  with  ths 
dignity  and  superiority  claimed  by  Britaia^ 
over  her  colonies,  it  would  now  be  n 
unparliamentary  to  adopt  new 
which  would  in  effect  overturn  it. 
objected  to  royal  requisitions,  as  projt 
as  he  could  not  see  the  difference  be 
such  a  requisition  and  the  demsod 
Charles  1  of  Ship-money ;  as  it  was 
same  thing  whether  we  asked  for  ahipa, 
money  to  build  ships.  He  observeo*  th 
if  we  adopted  this  proposal,  itwoddi 
bring  us  back  to  the  state  we  were  in ' 
fore  the  Stamp  Act  passed ;  nor  could 
idea  of  the  gentleman,  who  seconded 
motion,  of  parliament's  having  s  right 
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say  what  the  colonies  should  not  do,  take 
pbce  without  the  consent  of  the  colonies ; 
ss  in  the  instance  of  horning  the  tea,  as* 
taolting  the  magistracy*  destroying  the 
KiD^s  stores,  and  other  acts  of  violence, 
the  colonies  had  heen  lately  guilty  of, 
which  they  would  say  they  bad  a  right 
to  do,  notwithstanding  our  prohibition  of 
them. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  said,  he  did  not  mean 
ihat  this  measure  would  bring  os  back  to 
the  itste  we  were  in  with  the  colonies  be- 
fore the  Stamp  Act ;  but  approved  of  the 
netsure,  as  being  similar  to  those  in  prac- 
tice before  the  passing  the  Stamp  Act ; 
tad  that  as  to  the  prohibitory  acts,  he 
did  not  mean  such  as  the  noble  lord  had 
nentioned,  which  were  only  acts  of  self- 
defence  against  the  execution  of  unjust  ty- 
iSDiiical  lawSy  bat  regulations  of  external 
tnde  and  things  of  that  nature,  which,  for 
the  good  of  the  whole,  it  was  the  duty  of 
fnltunent  to  regulate. 

Mr.  r.  Tamuhend  observed,  that  though 
Hie  present  measures  were  adopted  by  a 
krge  majority  in  parliament,  yet,  if  they 
ttaot  succeed,  the  noble  lord  would  find 
Kmielf  responsible ;  that  it  had  been  fre- 
^peotly  saia,  that  the  disturbances  in  Ame- 
iiea  arose  from  the  advice  and  speeches 
ttade  m  England ;  that  this  he  would  call 
nhnny,  unless  some  gentleman  would 
iet  op  and  avoW  this  doctrine,  and  pro- 
pioe  convincing  prooft  that  this  was  so. 
'  Lord  fF.  Campbell  answered,  that  he 
had  laid  so  in  debate,  and  he  had  a  rieht 
Alio ;  he  had  letters  in  his  pocket  proving 
K  hut  the  papers  on  the  table  were  suffi- 
^t  to  convince  every  gentleman  of  it, 
without  applying  to  private  proofs. 

Mr.  LyUmon  observed,  that  the  quarrel 
vkich  brought  on  the  late  war  was  not  for 
t  qoanti^  of  derelict  land  in  America,  but 
w  the  French  bad  endeavoured,  by  their 
ttcroachments,  to  obtain  another  port  on 
^  lea  coast,  Quebec  being  shut  up  by 
^  ice  for  many  months  in  the  year,  and 
Looisiana  by  no  means  a  flourishing  co- 
*iy  r  that  this  port  and  communication 
•odd  have  been  by  the  river  St.  John ; 
Alt  therefore  the  war  must  be  considered 
*an  American  war. 

^r  G.  SavOe  shewed,  that  the  three  dif- 
Ai^t  propositions  mentioned,  had  been 
^e  at  different  times ;  that  when  one 
|B^ld  not  be  obtained,  a  second  (some- 
«mg  diferent,  according  to  the  rule  of 
gliament)  and  now  a  third,  again  dif- 
•i!  ^^vv  made ;  that  this  did  not  shew 
^  difiireiice  of  measures,  but  only  a  de- 


sire of  obtaining  something  in  favour  of 
ourselves  and  the  colonies.  He  expressed 
his  surprize  that  the  noble  lord  should 
liken  requisitions  of  this  nature  to  ship 
money :  the  dispute  in  the  latter  case  was 
not  the  demand,  but  the  manner  of  en- 
forcing that  demand  under  the  sanction  of 
law. 

Mr.  Vyner  was  surprized  at  two  asser- 
tions of  the  seconder  of  the  motion ;  the  ^ 
first,  that  Britain  was  not  high  taxed:  * 
he  did  not  know  what  could  be  called  so, 
if  the  present  state  was  not.  Did  we  not 
pay  Ss,  in  the  pound?  Was  not  every 
article  of  life  taxed  ?  As  to  the  second, 
namely,  the  cowardice  of  the  people  of 
England,  that  too  he  utterly  denied :  they 
were,  indeed,  inferior  to  regular  troops, 
but  that  these  troops  were  Englishmen, 
and  as  brave  as  any  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Tuffhd  attempted  to  shew,  that  the 
war,  though  begun  in  America,  was  the 
plan  of  the  French  minister,  but  that  he 
did  not  mean  it  should  have  taken  place 
so  soon  as  it^id. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Hartley  also  made  the  three  fol- 
lowing motions,  1.  **  Tliat  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  BUI  to  suspend,  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  the  force  and  execution  of 
an  Act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, entitled,  *  An  Act  to  discontinue, 
in  such  manner  and  for  such  time  as  are 
therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  or  shipping  of  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize,  at  the  town  and 
within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  Eng- 
land.' 2.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  suspend,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
par]tament,^entitled,  *  An  Act  for  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice,  in  .the 
cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  acts 
done  by  them,,  in  the  execution  of  the 
law ;  or,  for  the  suppression  of  notB  or  tu- 
mults in  the  province  of  Massachuset'i 
Bay,  in  New  England.^  S.  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  suspend,  ibr 
the  term  of  thtee  years,  an  Act  passed  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  entiUed, 
*  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  go- 
vernment of  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  New  England/ ''  All  which  were 
negatived. 

Small  Notei*  Bill.']  Sir  George  Samle 
moved  the  House  to  go  into  a  committee, 
to  consider  of  the  evil  arising  from  the 
circidation  in  payment  of  notes^  of  small 
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value.  Two  witDesse'  aj«e  exammed,  and 
several  of  the  notes  Wt»i^  produced,  some 
of  them  so  low  as  a  shilling  or  eighteen 
pence.  This  evil  seemed  to  be  confined 
to  certain  trading  parts  In  Yorkshire; 
where  it  had  been  productive  of  the  most 
iniquitous  consequences.  A  Bill  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered  to  be  brought  in  on 
the  &ct6  stated,  to  correct  the  evil  com- 
plained of. 

Proceedings  on  the  Bill  to  incapadtale 
the  Voters  tf  Hindon.']  March  29.  A 
motion  was  made  for  die  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  for  incapacitating  1^8  voters  of 
the  borough  of  Hindon ;  and  another  mo- 
tion was  made,  That  Thomas  Spence,  one 
of  the  persons  therein  included  by  name, 
should  be  called  in ;  and  after  some  de- 
bate, it  was  agreed  to.  He  proceeded  to 
give  evidence  directly  controverting  that 
of  one  of  the  witnesses  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  whose  testimony  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  persons  meant  to  be  disfran- 
chised were  presumed  to  be  guilty  of 
bribery.  He  was  ordered  to  withdraw; 
which  produced  another  debate  on  two 
points.  The  friends  of  the  Bill  first  con- 
tended, that  as  BL  particeps  criminis^  he  was 
not  a  competent  witness^  as  he  must  be 
interested  in  the  event ;  secondly,  that  as 
his  testimony  went  to  charge  another  per- 
son with  wilful  perjury,  that  person  should 
be  present  in  order  to  defend  himself 
agamst  the  accusation ;  and  to  have  hb 
evidence  before  the  committee  read  to 
him.  After  a  long  altercation,  it  was 
agreed  that  Spence's  name  should  be 
erased  out  of  the  Bill,  in  order  to  render 
his  evidence  admissible.  They  were  just 
proceedinj?  to  examine  him,  when  the 
friends  of  the  Bill,  returning  to  their 
former  ground,  insisted  that  the  witness 
should  not  give  evidence  to  any  point 
which  might  impeach  the  testimony  of 
the  before*mentioned  absent  witness ;  and 
a  motion  being  accordingly  framed,  stating 
the  part  of  the  evidence  opence  should  be 
examined  to,  the  question  was  put,  and 
the  House  divided.  Ayes  120,  Noes  107. 
Spence  was  called  again  to  the  bar,  but 
before  he  proceeded,  he  desired  to  know 
whether  he  had  been  charged  in  the  re- 
port with  bein^  an  agent,  or  as  a  person 
receiving,  a  bribe?  and  no  answer  being 
given,  he  was 'desired  to  proceed.  He 
replied f  he  had  nothing  more  to  say ;  but 
that  he  was  ready  to  answer  any  ouestion 
that  might  be  put  to  him,  on  which  he 
was  ordered  to  withdraw* 
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The  debate  reconmienced,  and  seven! 
propositions  were  made  relative  to  the 
mode  of  examining  the  witness ;  bat  tbey 
were  all  overruled.  The  arguments  dueflv 
made  use  of  by  the  opposers  of  the  M 
were,  that  the  testimonv  on  which  the  BiU 
proceeded,  respecting  great  nomben  of 
those  persons  supposed  to  be  convicted  of 
bribery,  was  contradictory,  and  DOkd^ 
serving  of  credit ;  that  it  was  tfaeiebre 
cruel  and  unjust  to  involve  the  in&ooeDt 
and  guilty  in  one  common  punishment; 
that  the  bribers  were  much  more  criminal 
than  the  bribed ;  that  reversing  this  pio> 
position,  the  Bill  went  to  punish  the  latter 
m  the  most  exemplary  manner,  while  ill 
friends  were  contented  to  let  the  gicit 
offenders  escape  with  the  like  general  cet^  j 
sure  of  a  resolution,  which  they  did  not  | 
regard;  and,  that  on  the  whole,  the  in* 
tended  punishment  was  totally  imideqnall 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  pretenU 
to  be  inflicted,  that  crf'deterrii^thetddm 
of  bribes,  and  preventing  of  corruption; 
for  as  no  man  who  wished  to  come  ioti 
parliament  by  such  means  had  any  thim 
to  fear,  so  on  the  other  hand,  much  n 
greater  part  of  those  who  are  induced  H 
sell  their  voices,  would,  from  their  poveitf 
and  distress,  be  always  ready  to  hisam 
the  loss  of,  nay,  to  give  up  their  fianchised 
for  present  emolument.    To  this  it  w 
rephed,  that  the  present  Bill,  though  Ij 
could  not  be  expected  toopen^toM 
full  extent  they  wished^  would  neverthe^ 
less  have  a  very  powerful  effect  uponevayj 
person  not  in  the  circumatanoes  now  !»■ 
scribed,  and  probably  upon  roanv  of  th^ 
too  ;  that  it  did  not  preclude  the  How 
from  inflicting  that  puniahmeot  somoA 
desired  on  the  other  side ;  that  thej  ^ 
reason  to  believe  the  affected  modaatitt 
tovrards  one  set  of  men,  and  severity  to^ 
wards  the  other,  was  only  meant  to  dcM 
all  censure  or  punishment  whatever ;  M 
if  the  gentlemen  mi^ht  be  serious  and  tf* 
cere,  uiey  were  willing  to  adopt  miy  pli^ 
and  to  co-operate  in  the  executioiiofj^ 
which  woidd   bring  the  matter  desf^ 
home  to  the  great  offenders ;  that  it  wait 
thing  unknown  in  the  course  ^.P^ 
mentary,  or  any  species  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, to  permit  a  person  charged  with 
a  criminal  offence,  not  only  to  excolpats 
himself,  but  recriminate  on  his  accoier; 
and,  that  allowing  it  should  be  i^  ^ 
admit  Spence  the  witness  to  recriinioil* 
on  his  accuser,  it  would  be  to  the  ^iV^ 
de^e    unparliamentary,   irregulVf  and 
unjust,  to  suffisr  him  to  accuse  another  of 
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a  criminal  offence,  who  was  absent,  and 
not  in  a  situation  to  defend  himself  by 
wbich  he  might  be  liable  to  be  convicted 
of  one  of  the  highest  crimes  defined  by 
our  lair,  that  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed* 

April  10.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
Bill, 

Mr.  Harjis  professed  his  good  disposi- 
tions towanls  the  Bill,  but  doubted  the 
propriety  of  going  into  a  committee  before 
the  material  parts,  such  as  the  preamble, 
&c  were  first  proved,  in  a  course  of  par- 
liamentary enquiry  and  examination.  He 
believed  that  bribery  had  been  committed, 
and  he  supposed  that  the  persons  meant 
to  be  incapacitated,  were  guilty  of  the  of- 
fences laid  to  their  charge ;  but  as  the  Bill 
was  manifestly  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
tieS)  the  House  could  neither  determine 
onbelief  or  supposition,  but  when  it  was 
proceeding  to  inflict  a  punishment,  so  se- 
Tere  in  its  nature,  and  extensive  in  its  ope- 
rations, it  required  the  roost  convincing 
ind  relative  proofs,  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
lecution,  as  well  as  that  tne  parties  who 
were  accused,  and  were  to  be  involved  in 
audi  punishment,  should  be  fairly  and  dis- 

E!»ionately  heard  in  their  own  defence, 
e  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  sup- 
posed facts  on  which  the  present  criminal 
prosecution  was  founded,  should  be  proved 
Wore  the  House  went  into  a  committee, 
because  that  stage  of  the  Bill  always  pre- 
sumed the  facts  on  which  it  was  founded 
bad  been  previously  proved. 

Mr.  Bi/ng  observed,  that  the  proposition 
inade  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  was  totally 
irregular,  and  against»the  known  forms  of 
tfie  House  \  that  the  Bill  had  been  read  a 
iecond  time  imd  stood  committed;  and 
Aat  therefore  the  order  of  commitment 
iDust  be  first  complied  with  before  any  ob- 
jectionable matter  which  it  contained  could 
be  regularly  debated. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurhco  insisted, 
tbat  tbe  gentleman  who  first  spoke,  was 
perfectly  within  order ;  that  the  Bill  was 
clearly  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  and  as 
*acb,  required  evidence  sufficient  to  war- 
f^t  the  accusations  which  created  the 
supposed  delinquency  ;  that  it  was  un- 
known in  the  history  of  parliament,  in  the 
JWBge  of  the  courts  of  Westminster-hall, 
*D  any  judicial  criminal  process  whatever^ 
ttd  the  immutable  laW9  9f  nuubstantial 
IVOL.XVULJ 


justice,  to  con  H^'m  persons  on  doubtful 
and  uncertain '  e^dence,  much  less  upon 
no  proof  whatever ;  and  that  tlierefore  he 
should  be  against  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Byng  complained  of  the  very  dis- 
agreeable situation  he  and  the  rest  of  the 
gentlemen  who  served  on  the  Select  Com« 
mitt^e,  and  who  drew  up  the  Report, 
stood  in.  He  stated  the  difficulties  thej 
had  all  along  to  encounter,  and  lamented 
the  unhappy  diversity  of  opinions  that 
prevailed  among  the  professed  friends  of 
the  Bill ;  but  he  was  now  glad,  that  the 
mask  had  been  partly  drawn  aside;  and 
that  the  single  question  came  to  b^,  whe- 
ther the  Bill,  clear  of  every  secondary 
consideration,  should  or  should  not,  be  to- 
tally defeated  in  this  stage.  He  then  re- 
minded the  friends  of  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill, 
of  their  duty,  and  called  for  their  support 
as  it  was  demonstratively  evident  that  the 
present  attempt  was  ultimately  directed  at 
that  modern  palladium  of  the  sacred  right 
of  election.  He  said,  tired  out,  teazed, 
and  thwarted  as  he  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking  were,  he  was 
glad  that  their  opponents  offered  to  meet 
them  on  fair  and  open  ground ;  and  no 
longer  continued  to  harass  them  with 
difficulties  and  objections,  as  numerous  as 
they  were  ill-founded;  that  the  House 
would  on  the  occasion  be  composed  of 
only  two  descriptions  of  men,  such  aa 
were  professed  foes  to  corruption,  and 
were  determined  to  endeavour  all  in  their 
power  to  exterminate  it  with  spirit  and 
resolution  ;  and  those  who  as  favourable  to 
their  power  and  importance,  were  resolved 
at  all  events  to  uphold  it,  and  screen  the 
delinquents.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Attorney 
General's  objections,  that  the  present 
proceedings  were  without  prececient  in 
the  annals  of  parliament,  he  desired  that 
the  Journals  of  20th  March  1728  might 
be  read.  This  being  complied  with,  they 
appeared  to  furnish  a  precedent  full  in 
point,  which  was  the  neport  from  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Oglethorpe)  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inspect  the  state  of 
the  Fleet  prison,  when,  without  any  other 
evidence,  but  what  the  committee  furnish- 
ed, the  House  ordered  in  a  Bill,  for  de- 
priving the  warden  of  his  place,  and  for 
punishing  him  and  several  other  persona 
therein  mentioned. 

The  Attomei/  General  allowed,  that  the 
precedent  was  m  point ;  but  said  that  mode 
of  proceeding  was  contrary  to  every  idea 
of  legal  proceeding  whatever. 

[IP] 
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Mr«  Fox  was  warm  against  the  Bill,  and 
severe  upon  the  committee.  He  said^  it 
l^ai  been  objected  to  him,  that  he  had  on 
a  former  night  gone  out  of  the  House,  and 
spoke  to  a  witness,  who  was  going  to  be 
examined.  He  owned  he  did,  and  was 
proud  of  the  imputation,  thinking  it  his 
duty  as  counsel  tor  the  culprit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Byng  replied,  though  judges  were 
supposed  to  be  counsel  for  the  culprits 
brought  before  them  for  trial,  he  confessed 
he  was  ignorant  till  now,  that  it  was  part 
of  their  duty  to  come  off  the  bench,  in 
order  to  instruct  persons  charged  with  cri- 
minal offences  to  make  their  defence ;  and 
prompt  them  with  the  answers  they  were 
to  give  on  examination. 

Sir  Cecil  IVrai/^  though  he  approved  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Bill,  namely,  the 
introduction  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
*  county  as  an  *  amelioration  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  borough,  yet  opposed  the  Bill, 
as  founded  on  injustice ;  the  greatest  cul- 
prits being  suffered  to  escape,  and  the  in- 
dignation of  the  House  directed  only 
against  those  whose  situation  in  life  ren- 
dered them  more  liable  to  the  temptation 
of  a  bribe. 

The  Speaker  then  led  the  chair,  and 
the  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
Bill ;  previous  to  which  Mr.  Fox  present- 
ed a  Petition  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Nairn,  one 
of  the  persons  proposed  tol)e  incapacitated. 
This  produced  another  conversation,  rela- 
tive to  the  hearing  of  counsel,  &c.  At 
length,  the  counsel  being  called  to  the  bar, 
Mr.  Thomas  Dundas,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  asked  them,  who  they  were 
counsel  for?  The  mode  of  proceeding 
took  up  a  consideraable  time :  it  was  at 
length  agreed,  that  the  several  names  in 
the  Bill  should  be  called  over ;  and  that 
the  counsel  should  point  out  those  for 
whom  they  were  retained.  This  being 
complied  with,  Messrs.  Bearcroft,  Phipps, 
and  Macdonaid,  were  severely  heard,  as 
,  to  the  proprietv  of  admitting  Francis 
Meed,  one  of  the  persons  named  in  the 
Bill,  to  be  a  competent  witness.  The 
counsel  were  then  ordered  to  withdraw, 
and  Mr.  Bvng  moved,  that  Francis  Meed 
be  now  called  in. 

The  Attorney  Gejteral  opposed  this  upon 
several  grounds:  first,  he  insisted,  that 
Meed  was  not  a  competent  witness,  be- 
cause, as  he  was  involved  -in  the  general 
charge,  he  should  not  be  brought  to  give 
evidence  to  convict  himself:  secondly,  his 
lestimony  was  neither  admissible  nor  cre- 
ditable, for  his  evidence  going  to  prove 
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bribery  against  his  brother  electon,  it 
would  narrow  the  right  of  voting  in  the 
borough,  and  consequently  inhimce  hii 
franchise,  because  that  right  would  be  con- 
fined to  a  fewer  number :  thirdly,  it  wii 
contrary  to  every  rule  of  judicial  proceed- 
ing in  the  courts  below,  to  admit  the  eri- 
dence  of  a  parftceps  criminis^  as  wdi  n 
those  of  substantial  justice.;  because  take 
the  alternative,  a  witness  thus  drcum- 
stanccd  must  have  an  interest,  either  to 
excuse  himself,  or  accuse  others.  And 
that,  on  the  whole,  as  the  present  pro- 
ceeding was  in  the  nature  of  an  indict- 
ment, to  be  followed  by  pains  and  penal- 
ties>  it  was  never  yet  heard  in  Westmia- 
ster-hall,  or  elsewhere,  that  any  one4)er80Q 
included  in  an  indictment,  was  permitted 
to  give  evidence  against  his  accomplices, 
as  long  as  he  might  be  supposed  to  have  a 
positive  and  immediate  interest  m  con- 
victing them. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  contended,  that  the 
learned  gentleman's  reasoning  did  not  ap- 
ply, even  though  he  were  allowed  the  foil 
benefit  of  the  most  striot  legal  interpreta- 
tion ;  because,  the  crime  of  bribery,  in  do 
case  whatever,  can  be  supposed  to  extend 
further  than  the  person  bribed ;  his  bribeif 
being  not  connected  with  any  man's,  nor 
any  man's  with  his.  The  whole  188  were 
bribed,  it  was  tf  ue,  but  every  man  but 
himself,  or  any  given  number  of  them, 
might  be  convicted,  and  not  affect  him; 
and  in  like  manner  with  all  the  rest.  So 
it  was  in  every  crinnnal^  prosecution  who- 
ever, where  the  proof  against  one  man  did 
not  reach  another,  which  could  never 
happen  in  the  present  case*  For  instance» 
suppose  one  man  indicted  in  Kent  for  s 
robbery,  and  another  in  Essex ;  will  any 
man  pretend  to  say,  that  either  of  these 
would  not  be  a  competent  witness  against 
the  other  ? 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhvrn 
agreed,  that  competency  and  credibility 
were  things,  though  frequently  attached  \o 
the  same  subject,  totally  distinct  in  their 
natures;  it  is  your  business,  said  he,  there- 
fore, to  call  the  witness  in,  and  exaoiine 
him ;  but  it  is  the  province  of  the  House 
to  judge,  ffbm  the  particular  circumstances 
under  which  he  comes  before  you,  whe- 
ther he  be  a  credible  witness.  As  for  b>* 
competency,  I  have  not  a  single  doubt  on 
my  mind  that  his  testimonv  is  admissible. 
He  observed,  that  firom  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  ofience,  and  the  impos- 
sibiTlty  of  obtaining  substantial  justice  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  law»  although  the 
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precise  forma  of  legal  process*  adopted  by 
Ifae  ooarts  in  Westminster-hally  would  Dot 
literally  justify  the  examination  of  the  wit- 
ness, yet  it  would  be  better  to  dispense 
irith  them  on  this  occasion^  than  permit 
nch  notorious  offenders  to  escape.  If  any 
part  of  the  House  still  retain  a  doubt,  said 
be,  the  obstacle  may  be  easily  remored, 
bj  either  striking  Meed's  name  out  of  the 
Bil],  or  if  that  is  thought  irregular,  read 
the  names  over  which  precede  his,  post- 
pone them,  and  then  erase  his  name, 
irhich  will  substantially  correspond  with 
the  usual  methods  observed  by  the  dis- 
pefisers  of  criminal  justice,  whc^  they  ad- 
mit a  particeps  criminis,  an  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  crown. 

Sir  George  Hay  replied  to  the  general 
position  insisted  on,  that  the  legal  mode  of 
proceeding,  and  immutable  laws  of  sub- 
ttSDtial  justice  forbid,  that  a  particeps  cri' 
mm  should  be  permitted  or  obliged  to 
give  any  testimony  which  might  tend  to 
excuse  or  convict  himself,  or  affect  ot^iers 
in  this  manner.  I  allow,  said  the  learned 
tentleman,  that  the  rule,  as  generally  laid 
down,  is  a  fundamental  maxim  for  regu- 
itting  the  admission  of  evidence ;  but  I 
bow  likewise,  that  it  admits  of  many  ex- 
ceptions, one  of  which  frequently  happens 
in  the  court  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
pKside,  assisted  by  the  common  law 
judges,  that  is,  when  substantial  justice  is 
to  be  obtained,  and  no  other  evidence  can 
be  procured  to  affect  it,  we  admit  one  of 
the  parties  accused,  though  under  the 
predicament  so  much  relied  on  in  the  pre- 
lent  debate,  that  of  being  indicted  for  the 
nme  crime,  not,  as  in  the  present  case, 
fer  the  same  species  of  offence  only.  For 
^  reason,  as  well  as  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  reaching  the  offenders,  I  would 
by  no  means  adhere  too  scrupulously  to 
inefficient  forms,  which  were  designea  to 
obtain  justice  and  protect  the  innocent, 
not  screen  offenders ;  and  as  we  are  be- 
sides warranted  by  the  most  rigid  and 
formal  mode  of  judicial  proceedings,  I 
vould  therefore  adopt  the  mode  proposed 
by  my  learned  friend  early  in  the  debate, 
^  potting  the  question  of  postponing  on 
ttch  name  separately,  till  we  get  to  Meed's, 
^  then  erase  that  out  of  the  bill  or  in- 
^■ctment,  or  whatever  else  you  please  to 
€iU  it,  which  will  obviate  at  once  all  the 
<^biection8  so  much  relied  on  by  the  op- 
posers  of  this  just  and  well  founded  pro- 
leeotion. 

Mr.  Henry  Dundas  replied  very  wannly 
is  the  genexal  reasoiuDg  employed  by  the 


friends  of  the  Bill.  He  contended  it  was 
as  repugnant  to  every  rule  of  legal  pro- 
ceeding and  mode  of  judicial  process,  civil 
or  criminal,  to  permit  a  person  to  give 
testimony  in  any  matter  in  which  he  was 
materially  interested  in  the  event,  as  it 
was  palpably  contradictory  to  common 
sense,  and  to  every  idea  of  equity  and 
justice.  The  Jearned  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  said  he,  seems  to  think,  that 
justice  ought  to  be  sacrificed  to  obtain 
justice ;  but  for  my  part,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  fifty  offenders  should  be  suffered  to 
escape  sooner  than  one  innocent  person 
should  be  punished  ;  or  which  is  the  same 
thing,  before  any  one  of  the  supposed 
culprits  should  be  condemned  before  they 
are  legally  cqpvicted.  But  suppose  for  a 
moment,  that  the  evidence  applied  to  this 
or  that  particular  man  or  description  of 
men  ;  is  there  a  man  at  all  conversant  in 
criminal  law,  who  will  venture  to  assert, 
that  because  one  has  bribed,  another  has 
acted  as  agent,  a  third  has  received  a 
bribe,  that  ^  those  different  charges  should 
be  consolidated  and  made  to  apply  speci- 
fically and  generally  against  every  indi- 
vidual comprized  in  the  Bill  ?  If  the  accu- 
sation before  us  means  any  thing,  or  bears 
any  analogy  whatever  to  proceedings  in 
the  courts  below,  the  charge  must  be  a 
charge  similar  to  a  conspiracy.  Sure,  then, 
however  zealous  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
may  be  to  carry  a  favourite  point,  they 
will  hardly  venture  to  maintain  so  absurd  a 
position:  it  will  not  be  contended,  that 
any  concert  or  previous  communication 
has  been  proved.  Does  not  the  very  ar- 
gument on  the  other  side,  which  says,  that 
no  particular  proof  reaches  further  than 
the  individual  to  whom  it  applies,  evince 
the  direct  contrary  ?  If,  then,  no  charge  of 
conspiracy  can  be  supported,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible yoi)  can  convict  188  persons  in  the 
lump,  upon  a  general  accusation,  which  on 
the  very  face  of  it  applies  to  all  of  them, 
or  applies  to  none  ? 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  inclined  to 
support  the  first  part  of  the  Bill,  respect- 
ing incapacitation ;  but  he  by  no  means 
approved  of  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into 
execution,  or  the  testimony  on  which  the 
Bill  proceeded ;  nor  did  he  approve  of  the 
clause  for  converting  the  right  of  voting 
into  a  fireehold,  which,  when  it  properly 
came  before  him,  he  was  determined  to 
oppose.  His  lordship  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  nature  of  the  evidence  meant 
to  be  given  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and 
after  cQndenuuDg  it  very  fully,  observed^ 
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that  the  mode  proposed  by  the  two  learned 
gentlemen  wa^  totally  impracticable  in  any 
stage,  but  much  more  so  in  a  committee ; 
for  beginning  with  the  names  alphabeti- 
cally, Uie  House  would  be  obliged  to  dis- 
pose of  all  those*  till  they  came  to  the 
letter  M;  and  of  all  the  names  in  that 
letter,  till  they  came  to  the  name  of  Meed, 
none  of  which  the  House  could  in  a  com- 
mittee postpone,  but  would  be  obliged 
either  to  retain  or  reject,  without  any 
proof  whatever.  For  those  reasons,  he 
recommended  to  the  gentlemen  who  were 
friends  to  the  Bill,  to  withdraw  it  for  this 
aession  ;  or  if  that  were  not  agreeable  to 
them,  to  drop  the  present  Bill  and  frame 
another,  leavmg  out  the  name  of  Meed, 
or  any  ot,her  person,  whose  testimony 
might  be  necessary  to  convict  the  rest ; 
nor  did  he  see  any  kind  of  material  diffi- 
culty or  delay  it  would  occasion,  for  he 
knew  nothing  to  prevent  a  similar  Bill, 
clear  of  the  objections  stated  against  the 
present,  being  drawn  up,  and  presented 
within  twenty  four  hours. 

Col.  BarrSy  though  a  friend  to  the  Bill, 
acceded  to  this  proposal,  because  he  dis- 
approved of  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Lord  John  Cavendishy  though  a  friend 
to  the  Bill;  acceded  to  the  proposal,  be- 
cause he  disapproved  of  omitting  the  can- 
didates. 

Sir  George  Yonse  accepted  the  pro- 
posal ;  but  observed  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  force  of  opposition,  abetted  openly  by 
administration,  was  not  directed  so  mucn 
against  the  Bill  in  question,  as  against  Mr. 
Grenville's  Act,  to  which  this  was  a  sup- 
plement. 

Lord  North  disclaimed  all  such  sinister 
intentions.  He  said,  he  had  opposed  Mr. 
Grenville's  Bill  openly,  and  never  under- 
hand ;  that  that  Bill  had  its  own  jurisdic- 
tion, that  of  deciding  who  should  have 
seats  in  that  House,  which  he  should  never 
undermine  or  attempt  to  take  away,  while 
it  continued  part  of  the  law  of  the  land : 
that  the  present  was  a  matter  clearly  and 
distinctly  appertaining  to  the  House,  on 
which  Uie  House  itself  were  the  only 
judges ;  and,  that  he  was  sure  the  person 
who  was  the  author  of  the  Bill,  never 
meant  that  the  House  was  to  be  directed 
in  criminal  prosecutions,  and  on  bills  of 
pains  and  penalties,  by  the  reports  of  its 
committees.  He  moved,  that  the  chair- 
man do  now  leave  the  chair. 

The  House  being  resumed,  it  was  or- 
dered, *'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  incapacitate  certain  peciooii 
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therein  mentioned,  from  vothig  at  eleo* 
tions  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament; 
and  for  preventing  bribery  and  corruptioa 
in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the 
countv  of  Wilts."  The  Bill  was  brooglil 
in  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

.  April  27.  The  House  went  into  t 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  Counsel  for  the 
several  persons  whose  names  were  in- 
cluded in  the  said  Bill,  were  called  in,  and 
asked  for  what  persons  they  were  re* 
tained ;  and  it  appearing  that  one  of  the 
petitions,  subscribed  by  131  persons,  had 
not  been  referred,  and  a  doubt  arising,  ia 
what  manner  that  informality  could  bo 
remedied,  sir  G.  Savile  expatiated  on  tbe 
ereat  hardship  there  woul^  be  in  coo* 
denming  so  many  persons  unheard,  on  a 
mere  omission,  proceeding  from  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  it  was 
therefore  agreed^  that  the  chairman  should 
report  progress,  ami  move  for  leave  to  at 
again ;  which  being  complied  with,  the 
Petition  was  received  by  the  House,  aod 
regularly  referred  to  the  committee.  Mr. 
Thomas  Dundas  moved,  that  enqoiiy 
might  be  made,  if  Thomas  Spencer,  aod 
John  Becket,  witnesses,  ordered  to  attend 
the  committee,  were  in  the  lobby,  aod  do 
such  persons  being  to  be  found,  he  mored, 
that  Thomas  Howell,  one  of  the  peti* 
tioners  against  the  Bill,  might  be  caUed 
in;  and  the  witness  having  contradicted 
himself  in  the  course  of  his  exaroinatioo, 
relative  to  some  expressions  he  had  let 
fall,  that  if  Francis  Meed,  summoned  ia 
support  of  the  Bill,  would  absent  himself 
from  his  attendance  on  the  House,  Tbo* 
mas  Spencer  and  John  Becket  would  do 
so  likewise,  the  standing  order  of  the 
House  was  read  to  him,  which  denouocei 
the  displeasure  and  punishment  of  tbt 
House  for  giving  false  evidence  or  prera* 
ricating ;  but  this  not  having  the  proper 
effect,  Mr.  Solicitor  General  moved,  tw 
Thomas  Howell  having  grossly  prevan« 
cated  in  giving  evidence  before  the  coid* 
mittee,  be,  for  his  said  offence,  committed 
to  Newgate.  Mr.  Solicitor  being  doubt* 
ful  in  what  manner  regularly  to  proceed, 
wished  to  poltpone  his  motion  till  the 
Speaker  should  resume  the  chair;  but 
Mr.  Dunning  urging  the  necessity  of  iiB* 
mediately  punishing  the  delinquent,  as  aa 
example  to  the  other  witnesses,  in  ^ 
course  of  their  future  proceedings,  and 
suggesting  that  the  obstacle  of  the  HooiC 
bemg  in  a  committee,  might  be  essily^l 
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Dored,  by  the  chairiDfeD  reporting  some 
irogressy  and  desirine  leave  to  sit  again, 
be  expedient  was  adopted,  and  Howell 
mmediateJj  committed  to  Newgate. 

WiJiiam  Lucas  and  Henry  Chant,  were 
everaily  called  in  and  examined,  relative 
0  tbeir  being  in  company  with  Spencer 
nd  Becket  the  preceding  evening,  at  the 
itar  and  Garter,  in  Palace-yard,  after  the 
isiog  of  the  House ;  and  having  in  the 
iOQn»e  of  their  examination  contradicted 
ich  other,  they  were  confronted,  and  in 
be  course  of  their  second  examination 
laving  varied  almost  throughout  from  the 
Batter  first  given  in  evidence,  after  an 
xaoiinarion  of  full  three  hours,  Mr.  So- 
idtor  General  moved,  in  the  like  terms ; 
or  their  commitment  to  the  Gate- House. 
3e  was  again  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunnine ; 
tnd,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  Air. 
Speaker  was  directed  to  make  out  war- 
BDCs  for  thc'r  commitment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dundas  moved,  that  the 
Aainnan  do  report  to  the  House,  that 
rhomas  Spencer  and  John  Becket,  two  of 
k  perBons  ordered  to  attend  said  com- 
aittee,  had  not  attended,  &c,  but  pur- 
ely kept  out  of  the  way ;  and  the 
speaker  having  finally  resumed  the  chair, 
nd  acquainted  the  House  with  the  said 
Kiolotion  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Dundas 
DOf  ed,  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  war- 
lint,  that  the  said  Spencer  and  Becket, 
br  tiieir  said  absence  and  contempt  of 
k  orders  of  the  House,  be  sent  for  in 
ihe  custody  of  the  Serjeant  of  Arms. 

May  8.  General  Smyth  being  called 
ib,  and  asked  where  he  had  last  seen 
Becket  or  Spencer ;  he  replied,  he  under- 
ttood  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  answer 
Kny  question  which  might  lead  to  crimi- 
Mte  himself;  that  therefore,  with  the  in- 
Mgence  of  the  House,  he  chose  to  dc- 
cKoe  it.  He  was  then  asked,  when  he  had 
Ittt  leen  them ;  he  replied,  not  since  the 
16th  of  April.  Captain  Nairee  was  called 
n  and  examined.    The  purport  of  his  re- 

^was,  that  he  had  not  seen  Becket  or 
cer  since  he  was  in  their  company  at 
^  Star  and  Garter  in  Palace-yard,  the 
^  before  thej  absented  themsdlves. 
This  short  examination  being  finished, 

Mr.  Thomas  Dundas  observed,  that  as 
^  session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
*^  was  no  probability  the  witnesses 
voold  attend  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Feseat  seuion,  and  if  they  should,  that  it 
*|>Qld  be  too  kte,  he  meant  to  move  the 
fime^  were  it  agreeable  to  the  friends 
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of  the  Billy  that  the  further  consideration 
of  it  should  be  deferred  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Bj^  said,  that  for  his  own  part  he 
was  well  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  what 
was  now  offered,  but  he  snould  be  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  any  .idea  should  prevail 
either  within  or  without  doors,  that  it  waa 
intended  to  give  up  the  Bill,  because,  for 
want  of  necessary  evidence,  it  might  be 
thought*  prudent  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  till  the  time  now  proposed* 

A  doubt  now  arose  in  what  manner  to 
proceed,  and  a  member  having  suggested 
that  the  order  be  discharged,  and  another, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill 
be  put  off  for  three  months, 

Sir  George  Yonge  observed,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  business,  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  public,  and  the  peculiar  man- 
ner the  House  were  called  upon  to  exert 
themselves,  an  adjournment  of  three 
months  would  be  extremely  improper,  as 
it  might  import  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings were  at  an  end  ;  instead  therefore  of 
adjourning  the  business  generally,  or  for 
thr^e  months,  which  would  be  in  fact  de- 
serting the  principle  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  and  the  House  had  hitherto 
acted  on,  he  recommended  some  specific 
resolution  of  the  House,  which  would  con- 
vince the  public  that  neither  one  nor  the 
other  had  the  most  distant  intention  of 
stopping  short  in  their  enquiries  towards 
the  attainment  of  justice,  but  on  the  con- 
trary were  determined  to  punish  the  de- 
linquents of  every  size  and  complexion, 
by  way  of  example,  to  the  very  utmost. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved,  that  the  order 
be  discharged,  and  that  the  report  from 
the  committee  be  taken  into  consideration 
as  early  as  possible  next  session. 

Mr.  Bi/ng  observed,  that  though  the 
House  could  not,  for  want  of  evidence,  go 
through  with  the  Bill,  yet  it  became  highly 
incumbent  on  them  to  leave  nothing  un- 
done that  was  within  their  power;  he 
therefore  moved,  that  no  writ  be  issued 
for  electing  burgesses  to  serve-  in  parlia- 
ment till  after  the  said  report  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Fox  condemned  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding loudly,  and  in  the  course  of  a  very 
warm  speech,  lamented  that  the  House 
had  lost  all  power  and  energy,  and  that 
their  orders  were  contemneit.  He  attri* 
buted  this  humiliating  situation  to  the 
united  conduct  of  such  as  profess  them- 
selves the  friends  of  popularity,  and  those 
who  were  resolved  to  keep  their  places  at 
all  eveatS|  by  which  means  the  rights  and 


S87] 


15  GEORGE  III. 


pmileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
Jbeen  shamefully  betrayed.  "^  He  instanced 
tfie  case  of  J.  Miller,  the  printer  of  the 
London  Evening  Post,  the  conduct  of  the 
city  magistrates  on  that  occasion,  and  the 
timid  behaviour  of  administration,  who 
after  appointing  a  committee,  and  putting 
the  gentlemen  who  served  on  it  to  an  in- 
finite deal  of  trouble,  permitted  the  of- 
fenders to  escape  with  impunity,  or  rather 
to  go  off  in  triumph. 

Mr.  Solicitor  Qeneral  replied  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  endeavoured  to  shew  the  ab- 
surdity of  his  mode  of  arguing,  by  advising 
the  House  to  stop  all  further  proceedings, 
because  the  witnesses  kept  out  of  the  way. 
He  was  inclined  to  think,  he  said,  that  the 
contempt  now  shewn  ought  to  hiduce  the 
House  to  act  with  spirit  and  vigour,  and 
instead  of  permitting  the  writs  to  be  issued, 
the  onl^  event,  he  suppose,  the  offenders 
and  their  friends  wished  for,  he  would  re- 
commend that  some  signal  mark  of  the 
displeasure  of  the>  House  ought  to  be  ex- 
pressed against  those  who  directly  refused 
to  obey  its  orders.  He  then  moved,  That 
an  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty 
for  issuing  a  proclamation,  and  offenng  a, 
reward  for  apprehending  of  Thomas 
Spencer,  and  John  Becket.  This  was 
a^eed  to  nem*  con, 

Mr.  George  GriwoiUe  observed,  that 
however  desirous  the  House  might  be  to 
punish  the  great  offenders,  he  would  be 
much  better  pleased  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  business  at  large,  if  they  were  dealt 
with  according  to  law ;  that  in  his  opinion 
the  bribed  were  much  more  criminal  than 
the  bribed;  that  while  those  who  occa- 
sioned the  mischief  were  suffered  to 
escape,  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to  punish 
the  mferior  actors  and  mstruments;  and 
that  on  the  whole,  considering  every  reso- 
lution as  an  ex  post  facto  law,  enacted  for 
the  particular  purpose,  he  would  be  much 
better  pleased  to  have  the  delinquents 
suffer  by  the  weight  of  the  laws  already  in 
being.  He  added,  that  it  required  no 
proof,  no  evidence,  and  could  occasion  no 
diversity  of  opinion ;  for  the  grounds  of 
the  motions  he  intended  to  make  were 
plain  and  simple,  and  founded  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  itself,  for  they 
grew  out  of  those  of  the  23d  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  standing  order  renewed 
at  the  commencement  of  every  session. 
He  then  moved,  that  the  four  resolutions 
of  the  2Sd  of  Febraary  might  be  read, 
which  declare  the  four  candidates  at  the 
)ate  electioB  for  Hindoili  U)  h^ve  been 
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guilty  of  bribery,  and  the  next  the  stand' 
ing  order  of  the  5th  of  December,  that 
any  person  who  shall  be  found  guil^  of 
bribery  shall  be  prosecuted  to  the  utmost 
extent.  This  being  complied  with,  he 
moved,  in  the  words  of  the  resolution,  that 
for  his  said  offence  the  Attorney  General 
be  ordered  to  prosecute  Richard  Smyth, 
esq. 

Sir  John  Wroitedey  said,  he  would 
early  in  the  next  session  move  forlesfeto 
luring  in  a  Bill,  to  disqualify  in  future  any 
person  from  sitting  in  parliament,  vbo 
shall  be  convicted  of  bribery,  before  aoy 
of  the  committees  chosen  to  determine 
controverted  elections. 

Mr.  Dunning  objected^  to  an  bdiscri* 
minate  prosecution,  as  he  contended  that 
the  offences  differed,  and  that  in  particular 
the  supposed  criminality  of  Mr.  Beckibid 
was  very  doubtful^  and  far  from  being  si* 
tisfactory. 

Mr,  Grenvitle  replied,  that  Mr.  Beck* 
ford's  case  rested  on  the  same  ground  with 
the  rest,  for  the  Act  i^aiost  bribery  made 
no  difference  between  actual  bribery  and 
a  promise  to  bribe. 

Mr.  Dunning  urged  the  impropriety  of 
prosecuting  on  the  statute,  in  oraer  to  re^ 
cover  the  penalties ;  but  said,  he  presumed 
the  prosecution  would  be  carried  os 
against  the  offence,  as  it  stood  by  commoa 
law,  in  which  event  it  would  answer  ver^ 
little  purpose;  as,  after  conviction,  it* 
would  He  m  the  breast  of  the  court  to  io* 
ffict  what  degree  of  punishment  they 
pleased,  such  as  a  fine  of  5s.  or  a  month'i 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  Grenville  answered  that  it  wsido 
part  of  his  motion  to  direct  the  mode  of 
prosecution ;  that  all  the  House  meant  to 
do,  was  to  give  directions  for  can^g  it 
on,^  ^but  he  could  see  no  impropriety  is 
prosecuting  on  the  statute,  nor  of  apply- 
ing the  penalties,  if  recovered,  towaiw 
defraying  the  expenoe. 

Mu  Temple  LuUrdl.  However  serioosly 
the  business  of  this  day  may  end,  I  can 
but  observe  as  a  scene  truly  fercical,  the 
air  of  surprize  and.  of  abhorrence  whidi 
certain  gentlemen  facing  me  put  oo  at 
hearing  of  bribery  in  a  borough  election; 
somewhat  like  the  stem  legislators  of  old, 
who  were  to  decide  upon  a  crime  agamst 
which  the  law  had  provided  no  poniA- 
ment,  holding  it  of  too  blade  a  dye  for  hu- 
man nature  to  commit.  Sir,  I  haveil* 
ways  understood  candour  and  moderatioa 
to  be  among  the  best  attributes  of  a  judge? 
that  white  M  is  sitting  in  judgment  upon 
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the  iniquity  of  others,  he  should  himself 
[)e  dad  with  the  robe  of  innocence.  Sir, 
wt  seem  completely  to  have  adopted  the 
Spartan  maxim,  that  guilt  belongs  rather 
10  the  misfortune  of  being  foQnd  out,  than 
0  the  actlial  commission  of.  a 'bad  offence. 
•  It  may  indeed  be  prudent  or  incumbent 
ipon  us  to  render  more  effectual  the  sta- 
utesnow  in  being  against  such  electors 
15  sell  their  votes :  but  there  are,  I  pre- 
ume,  no  parliamentary  regulations,  as  to 
andidates  who  attempt  to  purchase  a  seat, 
scepting  the  statute  for  bribery,  which 
lys  a  fine  of  500/.  and  which  can  be  re- 
Mvered,  as  the  law  stands  at  this  day,  so 
K  to  answer  the  charges  of  prosecution, 
lod  carry  with  it  an  adequate  punishment 
D  the  guilty.  The  candidate  is  not  a 
nistee  for  Uie  public,  as  is  the  case  with 
he  elector,  who  ought  freely  and  con- 
ideDtiously  to  return  such  substitute  as  he 
ihinb  best  qualified  to  discharge  the  im- 
portant duties  of  a  member  of  parliament, 
the  candidate  may  perhaps  be  a  man  of 
considerable  fortune,  and  as  such  deeply 
Bterested  in  the  welfare  of  the  state ;  and 
lowever  indirect  the  means  he  uses  to 
ncceed,  the  ends  he  has  in  view  may 
wt  be  illaudable  ;  though  he  gain  a  seat 
>f  widue  influence,  he  may  for  his  own 
ike  aa  in  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
BBoity;  and  if  he  escape  detection,  he 
nil  scarce  be  accounted  among  the  most 
^pendent  members  of  your  body.  If 
[fikethe  present  objects  of  your«wrath) 
K  be  convicted  of  bribing,  he  must  lose 
Ite  ^vourite  design  of  his  ambition ;  he 
B  di^cefully  cut  off  from  parliament, 
iBd  liable  to  numberless  actions  of  5002. 
i*cii;  which,  Sir,  I  repeat  again,  will  in 
ny  humble  conception,  amount  to  a  pu- 
■Hhment  not  far  short  of  his  crime.  Be- 
BdeS)  in  the  recent  cases  before  us,  the 
reivers  of  the  bribes  have  perhaps  been 
fee  corroptors.  .Here  were  no  snares  to 
Wrap  the  unwary,  no  proffered  temptation 
to  pervert  the  innocent  minds  of  a  simple 
J*  of  rustics.  A  fixed  system  of  venality 
^)  it  seems,  been  delivered  down  at  Hin- 
wn,  from  sire  to  son,  through  many  gene- 
^ions ;  and  a  candidate,  with  the  tSents 
rf  Burleigh,  added  to  the  integrity  of  a 
wlotson,  and  every  polite  grace  of  sir 
™p  Sidney ;  in  short,  with  all  the  pre- 
cisions of  the  honourable  member  who 
ittde  this  motion,  must  have  stood  little 
^ce  against  the  devil  himself,  with  a 
TOciog  punch  for  his  canvasser.  But, 
«r,ahough  I  hold  it  expedient  to  check 
^^  glaring  abuses,  I  am  persuaded  that 


the  head«8trong  voters  of  Hindon  saw  no^ 
the  full  scope  of  their  wickedness;  they 
have  sinned  afiter  the  highest  examples  ia 
this  country,  with  the  extenuation,  that 
the  sin  has  in  them  proceeded  rather  from 
bad  habit  than  bad  hearts.  And,  Sir, 
where  the  laws  have  lain  long  dormant,  aa 
has  been  too  sensibly  the  case  throughout 
Great  Britain -in  bribery  at  elections  (as 
well  with  regard  to  the  giver  as  the  re- 
ceiver) they  should  not,  I  think,  be  thiia 
suddenly  Awakened  to  their  fullest  exer* 
tion  and  rigour.  Recollect,  Sir,  that  an 
hon.  baronet  has  given  us  hopes  he  wOl  in* 
troduce  a  Bill,  next  session,  which  must 
remedy  the  alarming  evil  now  in  question. 
Respecting  the  complaint  about  an 
oriental  torrent,  we  are  to  observe,  that 
the  principal  actors  of  Shaftesbury  and  at 
Hindon  are  nabobs,  a  species  of  animal 
which  it  has  become  the  fashion  of  the 
times  to  hunt  down  with  a  degree  of  fero- 
city and  inhumanity,  that  men,  endued  b]f 
nature  with  the  very  best  feelines,  openly 
profess  against  whatever  game  tney  deem 
fittest  for  their  sport.  Sir,  it  is  objected 
to  these  nabobs,  that  they  have  amassed 
riches  with  more  rapidity  than  pains  or 
desert ;  that  some  individuals  of  tnem  have 
by  unwarrantable,  not  to  say  savage  prac- 
tices, attained  to  wealth  and  pre-eminence 
in  these  kingdoms.  But  I  see  gentlemen 
in  the  very  front  line  of  this  enquiry  who 
will,  I  should  think,  scarce  quarrel*  with 
them  on  that  score ;  and  indiscriminately 
to '  cry  down  any  set  of  men  whatever, 
under  a  general  denomination,  involving 
the  worthy  with  the  unworthy,  the  guilty 
with  the  guiltless,  is  so  far  from  bemg  a 
commendable  pursuit,  that  it  ought  to 
meet  speedy  discountenance  from  the  jus- 
tice, the  honour,  and  impartiality  of  tba 
House  of  Commons.  But,  Sir,  I  am  sorry 
to  perceive  something  like  the  dregs  of 
that  envy  and  rancour  which  the  last  par- 
liament (frontlees  as  it  was  in  many  of  its 
misdeeds)  upon  mature  consideration, 
blushed  to  have  ever  harboured  against  a 
noble  lord  (Clive)  now  deceased;  who 
stood  on  this  floor  to  a  very  fiery  ordeal. 
With  all  his  imperfections.  Sir,  he  surely 
possessed  eminent  qualities,  avid  was  >a 
useful  subject  to  this  empire.  Sir,  these 
nabobs  have  poured  immense  treasures 
into  the  lap  of  the  British  monarchy  ;  and 
were  I  now  to  select  a  character  as  a  pe- 
culiar ornament  to  your  own  body,  while 
he  does  honour  to  human  nature,  I  should 
point  to  a  man  who  owes  his  consequence 
and  his  property  to  Indian  traffic. 
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But)  says  the  coantry  sentleman,  why 
should  these  nabobs  obtrude  upon  our  he- 
reditary and  natural  interest?  Sir,  in  a 
commercial  land  like  ours»  I  would  call 
that  no  unnatural  interest,  which  arises 
from  emigratiTe  adventure  and  successful 
industry.  If  trade  had  nerer  set  her  foot 
on  the  proud,  beggarly  dominion  of  your 
home  keeping  feudists,  we  should  hardly 
have  become  the  free,  opulent,  glorious 
nation  we  now  find  ourselves.  Are  you 
again.  Sir,  desirous  to  see  aristocracy 
hold  the  Commons  in  vassalage?  There 
are  but  too  many  boroughs  still  held  by 
80  unconstitutional  a  tenure;  One  Jew 
broker,  with  a  borough  like  that  of  Old 
Sarum  in  his  pocket,  may  surely  wound 
the  privileges  and  independency  of  parlia- 
ment full  as  deep  as  all  the  profligate 
Christians  of  the  New  Shoreham  club. 
Sir,  the  more  contracted  the  channel  for 
bribery,  the  better  will  be  the  chance  for 
secrecy,  and  the  more  danger  to  the  pub- 
lic of  illicit  contracts.  Let  those  patriots 
who  seem  to  be  staunch  and  high-scented 
against  the  corruption  of  these  our  dege- 
nerate days  not  thus  stand  pruning  the 
shoots  merely  to  make  the  tree  flourish 
with  more  genial  luxuriancy.  Let  them, 
if  they  are  in  earnest,  lay  the  axe  to  the 
root  of  the  evil.  It  is  a  great,  a  necessary 
task,  and  they  will  find  full  work  enough 
for  their  eager  virtue.  But  why  will  they 
confine  themselves  to  the  East?  They 
should  turn  their  eyes  to  a  different  point 
of  the  compass.  The  increase  of  corrup- 
tion is  owmg  to  a  total  exemption  from 
punishment  in  certain  elevated  stations, 
not  to  the  temper  and  mildness  of  your 
laws.  An  excellent  classical  writer  says, 
in  praise  of  the  greatest  nation  this  world 
has  known,  that  no  people  were  ever 
fonder  of  moderation  in  punishments  than 
they  were.  But,  Sir,  I  trust  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  island  are  full  as  well  entitled 
to  that  encomium,  and  will  still  continue 
to  be  so. 

As  long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  I  will  at  all  times,  and  on 
all  occasions,  stedfastly  resist  oppression 
or  partial  severity  from  whatsoever  quar- 
ter it  may  come.  The  franchise  of  every 
citizen  constitutes  a  part  of  the  public  li- 
berty, and  ouglit  therefore  to  be  touched 
with  a  very  delicate  hand.  But,  Sir,  above 
all,  I  am  for  circumspection,  and  a  lenient 
chastisement  in  these  cases,  lest  by  at- 
tempting to  reform  a  lesser  mischief,  we 
induce  a  greater,  and  an  incorrigible  one. 
Consider,  Sir,  the  extreme  profligacy  of 
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many  of  the  lower  orders  of  men  who  hsve 
appeared  before  your  election  commiUeo, 
and  how  little  they  regard  the  crime  or 
punishment  of  perjury.  Might  it  not  be 
practicable  to  suborn  such  wretches  falself 
to  swear  to  the  actual  commtnioa  of  bri- 
bery in  a  candidate  ?  And  how  easily  miy 
disappointed  ambition,  party  vengeasct^ 
or  state  intrieue,  urge  on  the  ruin  of  the 
guiltless  in  buls  of  pains  and  penalties? 

I  fear.  Sir,  by  putting  the  bappinea 
and  political  existence  both  of  the  candi- 
dates and  electors  in  the  power  of  a  minii- 
terial  majority,  and  by  giving  such  majo> ; 
rity  a  plea  to  new  mould  your  cities  aaii 
borough  towns,,  you  willaefeat  the  nda 
object  of  Mr.  Grenville's  BUI.  JSir,  ai 
this  is  the  first  occasion  I  have  had  t» 
mention  Mr.  Grenville,  I  must  request  thi 
indulgence  of  the  House  a  mmute  looge^ 
while  I  offer  up  my  tributary  inceiue  M 
the  manes  of  that  great  man ;  and,  Sir,  I 
presume  it  will  not  ill  become  me,  wi 
name,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
liament,  stood  at  the  head  of  a  long  list 
petitioners  for  justice  before  your  nev 
DunaL  Sir,  I  never  enter  these 
never  pass  firom  them,  with  Westmo 
abbey  full  in  sight,  but  I.  consider  t1 
edifice,  however  oostly,  however  cro 
to  be  essentially  defective  as  toitsio 
construction,  while  it  wants  a  menu 
in  memory  of  Mr.  Grenville.  I  kn 
Sir,  when  he  gaye  to  this  House  the  ' 
ladium  of  the  British  constitution,  he 
blished  a  monument  to  his  onrn 
^  cere  perenniits  ;*  &  monument  which 
not  decay  while  history  shall  exist ; ' 
could  wish  that  the  sense  we  all  have 
the  blessings  resulting  to  our  country 
his  divine  Act,  were  recorded  in  yoo 
rable  pile,  which  the  gratitude  of 
forefatners  has,  through  a  long  series 
ages,  made  sacred  to  political  wisdom 
god-like  achievement.  • 

The  question  was  put  on  the  names 
Richard  Smyth,  and  Thomas  Braod  E 
lis,  esq.  and  agreed  to  without  any  fai ' 
opposition.  When  the  name  w  J 
Cailthorpe,  esq.  was  mentioned,  next 
order,  some  gentlemen  contended,  that 
this  gentleman's  agency  was  brought  h 
to  him  by  only  one  witness,  and  thst 
ness  being  Chant,  who  was  now  sofei 
under  a  commitment  for  prevaricating  ssi 
giving  false  evidence  before  a  commrtljl 
of  this  House,  they  thought  it  would  N 
extremely  improper  to  order  a  proaecuti* 
upon  so  slight  and  doabtfiii  testimoBj* 


59S] 


to  incofodtaie  the  Voien  qflAndon^  A.  D*  1775» 


[594 


To  this  it  was  replied,  Uiat  an  opinipn 
bad  obtained  amon^  the  lower  sort  of 
people,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  tell 
the  truth,  because  they  were  not  upon 
oath  at  the  bar,  as  before  the  committee ; 
but  that  however  Chant's  testiniooy  waa 
Bot  the  only  proof  that  the  money  giTen 
through  the  iiolc  in  the  malt-house  was 
distributed  by  Becket  and  Bye,  two  of 
Mr.  Calthorpe'd  agents.  The  question 
was  at  length  put,  and  the  House  divided ; 
Ayes  109,  Noes  23.  The  same  mode  of 
lessoning  was  used  by  Mr.  Dunning  and 
tvo  or  three  more,  in  defence  of  Mr. 
Beckford,  but  the  question  being  put,  the 
Bouse  again  divided ;  Ayes  ICH,  Noes  21. 

• 

Delate  in  the  Commom  on  the  BiU  to 
ntirain  the  Trade  of  the  Southern  Colonies 
¥  America,']  March  SO.  The  report  of  the 
p&  to  restrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
0f  the  colonies  of  New  Jersey*  Pennsylva- 

e  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro- 
,_  )  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
isfa  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  under 
in  conditions  and  limitations,  being 
ought  up, 

Mr.  John  Luttrell  said  : 

Sir ;  I  am  induced  to  offer  a  few 
lervations  upon  the  imperfections  of  the 
before  you,    that  we   may  not  tdb 
itily  adopt  an  opinion  which  has  been 
[equently  held  forth  by  the  friends  of  ad- 
'^listration,  that,  provided  our  trade  from 
It  Britain  and  Ireland  should  increase, 
>ogb  that  of  America  do  suffer,  you  will 
re  a  greater  number  of  seamen.     Sir,  it 
been  said,  in  support  of  the  assertion 
[bave  alluded  to,  that  very  few  American 
len  return  in  English  vessels  from  that 
(t.  I  think  it  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
ice  that  they  do  not,  because  we  have 
employment  for  them,  and  they  there- 
must  become  a  burthen  to  this  coun- 
But  I  will  appeal  to  my  naval  friends 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  whose 
>w]6dge  of  maritime  concerns  is  very 
^nsive,    if  American  seamen  are  not 
lys  impressed  in  every  part  of  the' 
rid  to  man  the  King's  ships  whenever 
service  require  men  ?     I  am  sure  the 
»b  of  the   Northumberland,  Sterling 
^le,  Southerland,  Success,  Liz&rd,  and 
ly  other  ships  stationed  upon  the  coasts 
either  America,  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  will  furnish  us  with  very  long 
I  of  them ;  but  they  have  hitherto  been 
intermixed  with  the  seamen  of  this 
mtry,  and  always  considered  (af  I  hope 
[VOL.  XVIII.  ]  ^ 


they  ever  will  be)  equally  valuable,  and 
as  one  and  the  same  people,  that  I  believa 
it  never  vet  occurrea  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  squadron  employed  in  times, 
of  war,  Either  in,the  West  Indies,  America^ 
or  elsewhere,  to  make  a  particular  enouiry 
into  their  numbers ;  the  idea  would  have 
been  accounte4  as  unnecessary  and  strange 
as  the  distinction  is  new,  ridiculous  and 
dangerous.    But,  Sirv  I  have  ever  con- 
sidered America  to  be  a  great  nursery,, 
where  seamen  are  raised,  trained,  and 
maintained  in  tiroes  of  peace  to  serve  this 
country  in  times  of  war,  and  though  I 
shall  readily  admit,  from  the  distance  of 
their  shores,  that  you  cannot  lay  hands 
upon  them  the  first  half  hour  of  an  arma« 
ment,  yet  am  I  persuaded  that  you  may 
be  possessed  of  some  thousands  within  the 
time  usually  prescribed  for  the  return  of 
English  seamen  from  foreign  services.  At 
I  am  up.  Sir,  I  would  wish  to  say  a  word  or 
two  upon  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  prin- 
cipally relates  to  the  commanders  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  employed  for  what 
the  Bill  stiles  the  protection,  but  would 
be  much  more  properly  termed  the  de- 
struction of  the  trade,  and  it  may  possiblj 
not  be  found  quite  so  easy  in  practice  as 
to  some  people  it  appears  in  theory,  either 
to  seize  these  vessels,  or  to  discover  false 
clearances  or  certificates.  There  are  those 
that  hear  me,  who  perfectly  weU  reniem* 
ber  the  variety  of  dextrous  tricks  pracr 
tised  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  by  al- 
most every  nation,  with  respect  to  false 
clearances  and  certificates :  tlie  difficulties 
attendinff  the  detection,  and  the  uncerr 
tainty  of  the  event.    There  are  those  in 
America  whp  bear  in  memo^  the  shame* 
ful  decisions    respecting    Monto    Crista 
men.    They  will  be  aware  that  though 
the  vessels  oe  condemned,  and  shared  io 
America,  they  must  be  liable  to  appeals  at 
home,  and  perhaps  be  obUged  to  refund^ 
when  the  seamen  have  spent  the  money» 
and  the  captain  (as  has  been  the  case)  is 
made  answerable  for  the  whole.    I  have 
no  doubt  but  the  Americans,  by  being 
put  into  the  calamitous  situation  they  are, 
and  feeling  the  tyranny  of  the  mother 
country,  will  endeavour  to  carry  on  a 
trade  at  the  risk  of  the  fine  impoaeu  under 
this  act  of  parliament ;  but  there  are  few 
sea  officers  who,  afler  a  long  peace,  will 
find  money  to  throw  away  upon  such  un- 
gracious prosecutions;  nor  do  1  believe 
that  they  will  wish  to  prosecute  their  felt 
low-subjects  in  a  manner  which  may  ap- 
pear to  them  to  be  arbitrary  and  uncon- 
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8titutionaI;  besides  we  have  been  too 
roughly  handled  by  the  civil  law  courts, 
to  wish  to  have  many  dealings  with  them. 
Sir,  on  the  score  of  seizure  1  shall  revert 
to  my  former  arguments,  that  the  King's 
ships  cannot  keep  the  seas  in  safety,  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  coasts  of  Ame- 
rica, for  more  than  half  the  year.  When- 
ever they  can  cruize,  the  Americans  will 
have  the  advantages,  that  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  shoals,  soundings,  rocks, 
creeks,  and  places  of  shelter  can  afford 
them ;  by  wnich  means  they  must  fre- 
quently escape  your  most  vigilant  re- 
cearches :  besides  it  is  not  a  verv  pleasant 
service  for  an  officer  to  risk  the  King's 
ships  upon  a  lee-shore,  with  which  he  is 
totally  unacquainted,  not  in  pursuit  of  an 
enemy,  but  to  destroy  a  friend.  Upon 
the  whole.  Sir,  I  consider  this  Bill  to  be 
somewhat  less  cruel  than  that  which  is 
meant  to  demolish  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces by  famine ;  in  every  other  respect 
I  hold  it  to  be  equally  mischievous,  it  is 
with  real  concern  I  see  humanity  and 
sound  policy  giving  way  to  that  hated 
revenge  which  involves  indiscriminately 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  By  this  op- 
pressive Act  you  win  certamly  extend  the 
unhappy  differences  which  already  but  too 
generally  prevail  in  America,  to  every 
province ;  nay,  I  fear  I  may  say,  to  almost 
every  individual  upon  that  vast  continent : 
therefore,  I  protest  against  die  measure. 

Mr.  Temple  LuttrSl.  Sir ;  it  is  but  too 
visible,  from  the  rash  measures  pursued 
by  the  ministers  of  your  government  here 
in  England,  and  from  Uie  temper  and 
situation  of  your  American  colonies,  that 
ft  civil  wair  will  be  inevitable.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  al- 
ways held  as  a  &vourite  proposition,  that 
Srotection  and  obedience  are  reciprocal 
^  uties;  and  of  course,  that  the  withdraw- 
ing of  the  one  discharges  the  other.  Now, 
Sir,  by  these  Bills  you  are  withdrawing 
your  protection  to  some  purpose ;  I  there- 
fore presume  your  colonies  are  no  longer 
to  be  treated  as  rebels,  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  hazard  of  battle,  will  be  entitled  to 
the  same  military  honours,  to  the  same 
ftcts  of  clemency  and  of  grace  that  are 
usually  practised,  according  to  the  modem 
^stem  of  war,  by  every  civilized  nation 
in  die  world.  You  have  a  striking  exam- 
ple of  such  rule  of  conduct  from  ancient 
time,  in  the  roost  flagrant  and  sanguinary 
of  all  the  wars  the  Romans  ever  waged :  I 
ineaD,  the  war  against  their  own  country- 
toeo,  commonly  called  the  jSocial  War;  a 


war  that,  in  many  of  its  circunMtanoe^ 
bears  so  close  a  resembUmce  to  the  prei 
sent  unhappy  sera  in  our  historj,  that  I 
cannot  help  asking  leave  of  the  Howe  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  it.  The  paaaooi  ot 
mankind,  in  the  aggre^te,  are,  through* 
out  all  ages,  neany  alike ;  and  the  sane 
probable  events  may,  in  future,  be  looked 
for  from  those  causes  to  which  they  hart. 
heretofore  been  found  incidental. 

Several  confederate  Italian  pronnce^ 
to  whose  courage  and  industry  the  Romat 
republic,  in  a  great  measure,  owed  ha 
meridian  splendor,  despairing  to  obtain,!)]^ 
fair  means,  those  privileges  to  which  thc| 
had  every  reasonable  claun,  took  op  annn 
they  founded  a  new  capital ;  they  con4i 
tuted  a  senate  to  themselves,  and 
chose  consuls.  The  mass  of  the 
of  Rome,  who  stedfasdy  maint 
those  principles,  which  are  the  geDin 
principles  ot  British  Whiggism— a 
tion  to  radonal  liberty,  and  a  spj 
resistance  to  all  exorbitant  power  vl 
soever  lodged — called  aloud  for  ven^ 
on  their  ministers  and  patricians,  to  wl 
iniquity  they  ascribed  every  imp^^ 
eviL  Sir,  a  resolute  tribune  (and  I ' 
a  worthy  chief  magistrate  of  this  m 
polls  wiu  now  take  the  hint)  did  im| 
the  ostensible  contrivers  and  managenj 
so  unnatural  a  war.  And  recollect,  ' 
how  it  ended :  the  Roman  senate,  tl 
aided  by  theur  old  enemies  the  Gaals, 
by  some  scattered  factions  in  the  heart  i 
the  revolted  country,  whose  patriodr' 
like  that  of  certain  New- Yorkists,  was  i 
quite  proof  against  state  artifices  and 
nality : — I  say.  Sir,  the  Roman  senate^ 
at  length  compelled  to  cede,  with  a 
bad  grace,  those  terms  which  ought  at  1 
in  justice,  to  have  b6en  accorded  bj 
cable  compact.  During  thb  civfl  coi 
was  spilt  the  best  bloodof  Rome :  io 
than  three  years,  near  300,000 
fell  in  the  field  of  combat.  But  there 
a  still  more  fatal  consequence;  for  it 
this  school  that  Marius,  Syllai 


m 


was 


other  aspiring  leaders,  learned  their 
rudiments  of  despotism,  and  famr 
themselves  to  the  massacre  of  their 
subjects.    That   sword    which 
sheathed  by  order  of  the  Roman 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  1 
people,  to  deprive  of  the  dearest  righlii 
human  nature,  their  aUies,  dieir  aasocisi' 
and  brethren,  was  not  returned  into 
scabbard  till  Rome  herself  had,  at  herj 
most  vitals,  felt  the  sharpness  of  its 
The  genends  employed  on  that 
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giDioOf   Sir,    because  the  four  foreign 
it  India  Companies,  ▼!>«  the  Dutch, 
Danes,  French,  and  Swedes,  annually  im- 
port more  than  8  millions,  although  it  is 
wefl  known  they  do  not  themselves  con*^ 
lume  near  half  that  ouantity ;  the  remain* 
bg  four  or  five  millions  they  constantly 
import,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  smuggling 
it  into  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
America.    The  quantity  that  we  have  ex- 
ported on  the  average  of  the  before-men- 
tioned five  years,  has  been  about  1,400,000 
pounds;  but  this  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased, the  price  being  only  20d.  firom 
which  is  to  be  deducted  for  the  drawback, 
5  per  cent,  which  reduces  it  to  ISd.  on 
Dosrd ;  and  if  we  add  to  this  even  the  fatal 
American  S^.,  it  will  be  only  ISd,;  this 
price  ^  might   perhaps  have  induced  the 
Americans,  as  before,  to  receive  the  tea 
fiom  the  merchants,  Uiough  not  from  the 
Company,  and  it  would  at  once  have  put 
an  end  to  all  smuggling,  for  neither  the 
Dotch  or  anjr  other  company  would  think 
it  worth  their  while  ^o  send  tea  to  Ame- 
rica, to  be  sold  under  18^.  per  lb.— I  will 
aot  trouble  the  House  witn  any  observa- 
tionton  these  fiicts;  but  I  own  I  cannot 
be  brought  to  believe  that  the  tea  was  sent 
to  Boston  to  raise  money  for  the  Com- 
pany, to  get  rid  of  their  load  of  tea,  or  to 
prevent  smuggling,  because  each  of  those 
nlutary  ends  might  have  been  answered 
^thout  injustice,  or  offence  to  any  indivi- 
doaL    The  purpose  for  which  the  tea  was 
tent  to  America,  and  the  consequence,  are 
evident  now  to  every  man's  understand- 
ia£.    For  these  reasons,  amongst  others, 
I  hitherto  have,  and  shall  continue,  to  the 
utmost  of  m}^  power,  to  support  the  Ame- 
ricans, thus  injured  and  oppressed  by  the 
cruel  and  vindictive  measures  of  an  admi- 
aiitration,  whose  whole  conduct  breaUies 
the  spirit  of  persecution  and  popery. 
^  Sir  John  Duntze  said,  that  the  Ame- 
ncans  had  by  their  open  violence  and  re- 
peated acU  of  disobedience,  forfeited  the 
good-will  and  protection  of  this  country ; 
sad  that  it  therefore  became  necessary  tor 
^  to  retaliate,    in  order  to  bring  them 
back  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty. 
^  General  Conway  condemned  the  Bill  in 
tery  explicit  terras.    He  said,  to  be  con- 
^nt,  the  House  should  either  rescind 
the  Resolution  of  the  20th  February,  or 
toipend  any  farther  proceedings  on  the 
present  Bill,  till  the  efect  and  event  of 
that  proposition  were  known,  otherwise  we 
tt'ight  possibly  be  inflicting  the  most  se- 
vere punishment  on  people  who  were  at 


the  same  instant  acting  in  the  atrictesl 
confoHnity  to  what  was  solemnly  laid  down 
by  this  House  as  the  great  role  by  which 
their  duty  and  obedience  were  in  be  r^u* 
lated.  He  concluded  with  lamenting  tha 
unhappy  divided  state  of  both  countries^ 
and  expressing  his  fears  of  the  dreSHclful 
consequences  which  must  fbllow,  should 
the  sword  be  once  drawn,  and  the  whole 
empire  convulsed  with  all  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war. 

Mr.  Eigby  s^d,  the  Americans  would 
not  fight.  They  would  never  oppose  ge- 
neral Gage  with  force  of  arras. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  was  strongly  tot 
passing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  ToBonshend  observed,  that  thft 
noble  lord,  (North)  and  his  friends,  first 
created  the  necessity,  and  then,  defended 
the  measure  upon  that  very  ground;  that 
is,  said  lie,  we  do  a  thine  we  should  not 
have  done,  our  first  essay  being  imperfisct^ 
and  not  to  be  executed  upon  the  plan  wa 
first  formed,  it  then  becomes  necessary  wft 
should  do  something  else,  if  possible,  mora 
unjust  than  the  former;  so  that,  on  tha 
whole,  we  endeavour  to  carry  into  execu* 
tion  one  act  of  injustice  by  exercising 
another,  thus  become  necessary  to  give  it 
effect. 

The  question  bein^  put  that  the  Bill  da 
pass,  the  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  respecting  the 
Charter  of  the  Borough  of  SaSash,^ 
April  S.  Lord  Folkestone  moved,  *<  That 
the  reservation  contained  in  the  last 
charter  granted  to  the  borough  of  Saltash, 
and  expressed  in  these  words,  <  Which 
^  majTor,  as  well  present  as  future,  for 

*  neelect  or  default,  or  any  other  reason- 
'  able  cause,  we  will,  shall  be  amoveable 

*  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,'  is  un- 
constitutional, as  it  tends  to  restrain  the 
fireedom  of  elections,  and  of  returns  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
said  borough,  and  establishes  a  precedent 
dangerous  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  the  public  liberty  of  the 
realm.''  His  lordship,  in  a  Ions  and  able 
speech,  pointed  out  the  manifcHd  dangers 
which  might  result  from  the  interferenca 
of  the  cro^n  in  such  boroughs  aa  aend  re* 
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been  cast  in  this  assembly  to  day,  what 
might  not  so  good  a  man,  with  his  capa- 
city and  powers  of  inspiration,  have  ef- 
fected ?  He  might  have  staid  the  uplifted 
hand  of  ravage  and  oppression ;  and, 
though  given  us  too  late  to  prevent  Great 
Britain  from  madly  opening  her  own 
veins,  he  might  perhaps  have  been  the 
means  of  administering  some  timely  re- 
medy that  should  save  her  from  bleeding 
to  death.  But,  indeed,  after  the  reception 
which  a  very  respectable  member  (Mr. 
Biirke)  here  met  with  some  evenings  ago, 
who  pleaded  the  cause  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, with  an  almost  supernatural  force 
of  reasoning  and  with  every  charm  of  elo- 
quence^ ^e  might  even  despair  of  working 
the  necessary  reform  in  this  House,  though 
an  angel  from  heaven,  with  the  full'  attri- 
butes of  his  beatitude,  should  descend 
among  us. 

There  was  a  parliament  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  6,  which,  on  account  of  the  severity 
of  its  judgments  and  proscriptions  against 
certain  partisans  of  Uie  York  family,  has 
gained  m  our  annals  the  honourable  dis- 
tinction of  Parliamentum  Diabolicom. 
Kow,  Sir,  by  passing^  such  Acts  as  these 
are,  shall  not  we  lay  in  a  just  claim  to  be 
transmitted  down  to  posterity,  if  possible, 
tinder  a  still  more  infernal  appellation  ?  I 
lun  for  rejecting  the  Bill  with  the  deepest 
marks  of  penitence  in  us,  for  having  pro- 
ceeded in  it  thus  far,  and  with  every  term 
of  ignominy  and  abhorrence  with  respect 
to  the  wicked  principle  on  which  this,  and 
its  fellow  edict  for  butchery  and  famine, 
the  Fishenr  BiO,  are  grounded. 

Lord  North  defended  the  Bill  on  the 
former  ground  of  necessity.  He  offered  a 
clause  **  to  prevent  frauds  arising  in  the 
exportation  ofgoods  of  the  produce  of  the 
counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Newcastle.'' 
A  few  observations  were  made  on  this  ex- 
traordinary motion ;  which  it  was  said  was 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  parliament, 
that  of  condemning  people  unheard,  nay 
even  without  enauiry.  It  was  answered 
genenl]y^  that  the  House  was  in  posses- 
sion of  information  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  insertion  of  the  clause.  The  clause 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

April  5.  On  the  motion  fbr  the  third 
readmg  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Hartley  spoke  against  it,  as  beyond 
measure  cruel  and  oppressive.  He  ob- 
ferved  with  great  concern,  that  no  power 
was  vested  any  where  to  suspend  the  ope* 


rations  of  the  Bill,  or  to  abate  its  rigov, 
in  case  America  was  willing  to  agree  to 
certain  temporary  stipulations,  Uil  tbe 
claims  of  one  country  and  the  rights  of 
the  other,  could  be  fully  ascertain^. 

Lord  North  said,  that  it  did  not  seem  ttf 
him  necessary  that  such  a  power  should 
be  vesfed  in  the  king  and  coancii ;  tint 
the  operations  of  the  Bill  would  ceee, 
nay,  indeed  the  Bill  itself  exist  or  not 
exist,  at  the  option  of  the  Americans ;  for 
if  they  had  a  mind  to  seek  the  frieDdshm 
and  protection  of  Great  Britain,  whica 
was  a  reconciliation  he  sincerely  wi^ed, 
they  would  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
the  Bill,  which  were  a  firee  importatioB 
and  exportation,  to  and  from  the  motlier 
country  as  usual. 

Sir  William  Mayne  declared,  be  did  not 
'  mean  to  debate  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
and  only  differed  as  to  the  timing  of  it; 
that  he  was  not  in  any  respect  altered  ia 
his  sentiments,  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  conduct  of  this  country  towards  Ani6 
rica,  but  only  wished,  that  whatever  mes* 
sures  were  pursued  might  be  condacted 
in  so  temperate  and  moderate  a  manner, 
as  to  induce  the  Americans  to  change  thdr 
conduct  towards  Great  Britain.  He  Is* 
mented  that  though  the  Boston  Port  B3 
was  well  intended,  yet  ever  since  the  cir^ 
rying  of  it  into  execution,  things  had  gone 
from  bad  to  worse  in  America ;  to  the  de* 
gree,  that  at  this  moment  the  constitntioi 
of  this  country  seemed  to  totter  on  ti 
very  basis ;  that  amidst  the  greatest  pro* 
vocation  this  country  ever  received,  W 
wished  to  suspend  the  uplifled  arm  ot 
power,  and  give  the  infatuated  AmericsiM 
time  to  reflect  what  they  had  been  doin^ 
and  whither  their  frenzy,  if  persisted  ii^ 
must  carry  them  ;  that  entertaining  then 
sentiments,  he  could  not  give  hisafimsJ 
tive  to  the  Bill,  especially  as  he  thougU 
it  would  rather  tend  to  irritate  than  r^ 
concile ;  to  unite  in  one  commoo  leagti^ 
than  to  disunite  the  people  of  Americs. 

Mr.  Rigby  pronounced  the  Americoi 
to  be  in  rebellion,  and  thought  everjEsg' 
lishman  ought  to  support  the  present  me* 
sures ;  but  be  the  event  of  our  prcie** 
disputes  what  it  might,  he  never  <o^ 
tained  a  second  opinion  on  the  sabjec^ 
and  should  never  give  up  bis  sentiniesH 
upon  any  motive  of  a  remote  view  of  th 
consequences ;  for  as  the  principles  <M 
which  the  present  measure  was  tabn  op 
appeared  to  him  to  be  right,  ^^V^ 
secondaty  consideration^  he  was  ^^^^^ 
never  to  depart  from  it.    HetheneatOT 
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into  a  histoiy  of  die  Stamp  Act ;  said  it 
wag  ihe  vrork  of  a  great  minister,  and  at- 
tributed all  oar  present  confaaiona  to  ita 

repeal. 

The  Marquia  of  Groniy  t 

I  rise  to  trocfjble  the  Hooae  with  a 
few  words  on  the  Bill  noar  before  it.  I 
lia?e  ttt,  Sir,  during  the  coone  of  two  di« 
rinom,  without  takmg  any  part :  even  ao 
noch  aa  ghring  a  ailent  TOte  on  any  Ame- 
rican question :  because.  Sir,  as  I  ym  fairly 
oonfen  to  yoQ,  I  entered  these  widla  with 
|M^odices  against  the  mtem  adminiatra- 
tion  was  purauiog ;  I  thought  it  was  but 
jostioe  to  hear  the  arguments  diat  might 
be  urged  on  both  sides,  to  compare  those 
argoraents,  and  draw  my  opinion  from  that 
comparison.  As  to  the  Bill,  immediately 
the  object  of  our  consideration*  I  think  it 
in  every  respect  so  arbitrary,  so  oppressive, 
and  80  totany  founded  on  principles  of  re- 
sentment, that  I  am  exceedingly  happy  at 
bariog  this  public  opportunity  of  bearing 
my  testimony  aeainst  it,  in  the  strongest 
muner  I  am  able.  In  God's  name,  what 
language  are  you  now  holding  out  to  Ame- 
rica I  Resign  your  property,  divest  your- 
selves of  your  privileges  and  freedom,  re- 
nounce every  thing  that  can  make  life 
comfortable,  or  we  will  destroy  your  com- 
merce, we  will  involve  your  country  in  all 
the  miseries  of  famine ;  and  if  you  express 
the  sensations  of  men  at  such  harsh  treat- 
ment, we  will  then  declare  vou  in  a  state 
of  rebellion,  and  put  yourselves  and  your 
families,  to  Bre  and  sword.  And  yet.  Sir, 
the  noble  lord  on  the  floor,  has  just  told 
this  House,  that  a  reconciliation  is  the  sole 
object  of  his  wishes.  I  hope  the  noble 
lord  will  pardon  me,  if  I  doubt  the  perfect 
sincerity  of  those  wishes :  at  least.  Sir,  his 
actions  justify  my  doubts ;  for  every  dr- 
cuowtance  in  hia  whole  conduct,  with  re- 
gard to  America,  haa  directly  militated 
against  hia  present  professions :  and  what, 
Sir,  must  the  Aroericaaa  conclude  ?  Whilat 
yon  are  ravaging  their  coasts,  and  extir- 
pating their  commerce,  and  are  withheld 
only  by  your  impotence,  from  spreading 
firen  ruin,  by  the  sword,  can  diey.  Sir, 
iappoae  such  chastisement  Is  Intended  to 
promote  a  reconciliation,  and  that  you 
mean  to  restore  to  their  forlorn  country 
those  liberties  you  deny  to  their  present 
posseaskm;  and  in  the  insolence  ot  perse- 
cution, are  eompassin^  earth  and  seas  to 
destroy?  You  can  with  no  more  justice 
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by  making  use  of  their  necessities,  and 
withholding  from  them  that  commerce  on 
which  their  existence  depends ;  than  a 
ruffian  can  found  an  equitable  claim  to  my 
possessions,  when  he  forcibly  enters  my 
nouse,  and  with  a  dagger  at  my  throat,  or 
a  pistol  at  my  breast,  makes  me  seal  deeda 
which  will  convey  to  him  m^  estate  and 
property.  [Mr.  Rigby  havmg  declared 
the  Americans  to  be  in  rebSlion,  lord 
Granby,  in  answer,  said,  h»  ideas  of  re- 
bellion were  totaDy  different  from  Mr. . 
Rigby's.  If  accorcung  to  his  ideas  of  re- 
beUion,  the  Americans  were  in  that  state, 
he  ahould  be  as  warmly  their  opponent  aa 
he  was  now  their  friend ;  and  then  went 
on.] 

1  have  a  very  clear,  a  ve^  adequate 
idea  of  rebellion,  at  least  according  to  mr 
own  principles ;  and  those  are'the  princi-. 
plea  on  which  the  Revolution  waa  founded* 
It  is  not  against  whom  a  war  is  directed, 
but  it  is  the  justice  of  that  war  that  does, 
or  does  not,  constitute  rebellion.  If  the 
innocent  part  of  mankind  must  tamely  re- 
linquish their  freedom,  their  property, 
and  every  thing  they  hold  dear,  merely  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  rebellion,  I  beg,'* 
Sir,  it  may  be  considered,  what  kind  of 
peace  and  loyalty  there  will  then  exist  in 
the  world,  which  consists  only  in  violence 
and  rapine,  and  is  merely  to  be  maintained 
for  the  benefit  of  robbers  and  oppressors. . 
I  hope,  Sir,  I  shall  be  believed  when  I  as- 
sure you  that  I  am  as  warm  a  friend  to  the 
interests  of  my  country  as  any  man  in  this 
House ;  but  then  it  must  be  understood 
when  those  interests  are  founded  in  jus- 
tice. I  am  not  attached  to  any  particular' 
acre  of  land ;  the  farmer  in  Cumberland 
or  Durham  is  aa  little  connected  with  me 
as  the  peasant  in  America :  it  is  not  the 
ground  a  man  stands  on  that  attaches  me 
to  him ;  it  is  n'ot  the  air  he  breathes  that 
connecta  me  with  him,  but  it  is  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  man,  those  independent, 
those  generous  principles  of  liberty  which 
he  professes,  co  operating  with  my  own« 
which  call  me  forth  as  his  advocate,  and 
make  me  glory  in  being  considered  his 
friend.  As  for  myself,  Sir,  I  am  not  In 
Uie  knst  ashamed  to  avow  that  mv  attach- 
ment is  to  a  noble  lord,  who  has  been,  in 
my  opinion,  very  unjustly  reflected  on  in 
the  course  of  this  debate,  (I  mean  lord 
Chatham)  I  am  not  even  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  noble  lord,  I  do  not 
know  Uie  inconsistencies  of  which  he  stands 


compel  the  Americans  to  your  obedience^   accused ;  but  this.  Sir,  I  know,  I  shall  not 
ky  tae  operation  of  the  present  meaaures^  auppcwt  his  inconaistenciea,  I  shall  only 
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support  him  in  those  principles  which 
hare  raised  his  name  to  the  elevation  on 
which  it  is  now  placed  in  this  country,  and 
have  so  deservedly  procured  him  the  love 
and  admiration  of  bis  fellow  citizens. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  trouble  this  House  any 
.  longer,  as  .this  matter  has  been  so  fully 
discussed,  though  I  must  confess,  I  am 
not  sorry  a  debate  has  taken  place,  be- 
cause I  was  rather  desirous  of  making  a 
kind  of  political  creed,  some  professions  of 
niy  sentiments  on  this  very  important,  this 
very  serious  national  question.  From  the 
fullest  conviction  of  my  soul,  I  disclaim 
every  idea  both  of  policy  and  right  inter- 
nally to  tax  America.  I  disavow  the 
whole  system.  It  is  commenced  in  ini- 
quity ;  It  is  pursued  with  resentment ;  and 
It  can  terminate  in  nothing  but  blood. 
Under  whatsoever  shape  in  futurity  it  may 
be  revived,  by  whomsoever  produced  and 
supported,  it  shall,  from  me,  meet  the 
tnost  constant,  determined,  and  invariable 
opposition. 

Lord  North  said,  that  something  having 
fidlen  from  a  noble  xnarquis  wnich  he 
thought  a  ^charge  directlv^  against  his  ho- 
nour, he  would  vindicate  himself  from  that 
charffe.  He  insisted,  that  the  Resolution 
of  the  20th  February,  and  the  present 
Bill,  were  by  no  means  contradictory  to 
each  other ;  Tor  the  noble  marquis  could 
not  possibly  believe  that  the  Americans 
would  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Reso- 
lution, while  they  resisted  the  conditions 
of  this  Bill,  which  were  no  more,  than  that 
the  trade  between  both  countries  should 
be  carried  on  in  its  usual  manner. 

Mr.  Alderman  Saw^nc^e  spoke  strongly 
against  the  BiU,  observing,  as  it  originated 
in  manifest  injustice,  so  it  inflicted  a  pu- 
nishment to  the  last  degree  pruel  and  op- 
pressive. He  hoped  America  would 
never  tamely  acquiesce  to  be  dragooned 
and  compelled  to  submit  to  terms  as  un- 
just, as  the  power  which  dictated  them 
was  obnoxious  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull,  I  shall  only  men- 
tion some  facts  relating  to  one  very  im- 
portant article,  because  it  has  been  the 
occasion  of  the  unhappy  disputes  with, 
and  the  violent  prosecution  of,  the  Ame- 
ricans. I  mean  the  article  of  tea.  At  the 
time  the  East  India  Company  had  in  con- 
templation the  sending  a  quantity  of  tea 
to  dilTerent  parts  of  Europe  as  well  as  to 
America,  and  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
an  act  for  that  purpose,  I  had  the  honour 
to  be  called  lypon  for  my  opinion  of  the 


measure'  b^  a  very  respectable  person  in 
the  direction  of  the    Company,   whow 
name  I  am  ready  to  mention,  if  called 
upon  by  the  House.    My  opinion  then 
was,  and  I  still  think  it  not  ill-fouDded, 
that  the  scheme   was   so  extravagaatl/ 
wild,  that  it  was  impossible  it  should  crer 
be  carried  into  execution ;  but  if  it  could, 
it  would  injure,  not  benefit  the  Company, 
as  they  could  not  send  their  tea  to  soy 
market  where  it  would  bring  so  good  a 
price  as  at  home.    Besides,  it  would  be 
an  act  of  great  injustice  to  the  merchanti 
here,  who  have  always  been  used  to  buy 
for  exportation  at  their  sales.    As  to  send- 
ing  tea  to  America,  from  a  knowledge  of 
their  disposition,  the  gentleman  w»  in- 
formed they  would  not  receive  it ;  they 
would  look  upon  it  as  sent  there,  not  to 
serve  them  but  to  ensnare  them;  tbey 
would    be    exceedingly   irritated;    tbey 
would  most  certainly  destroy  iu — Ao  oi^ 
jection  was,  however,  raised.     What  roost 
the  Company  do  with  their  great  load  of 
tea,  and  now  were  they  to  raise  the  mo- 
ney they  were  so  much  distressed  for  ?  It 
was  recommended  to  him  to  propose  to 
the  court  of  directors  immediately  to  gifo 
out  their  declaration  for  two  sales,  the  one 
in  March,  the  other  in  September,  and  to 
put  up  their  whole  stock  in  hand ;  each 
sale,  on  a  moderate  computation,  wodd 
produce  about  1,200,000/. ;  and  as  tbey 
would  be  in  cash  for  the  first  of  them  in 
about  five  months,  they,  the  Companjb 
perhaps  might  not  be  under  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  the  1,400,000/.  they  then 
wanted.    The  quantity  of  tea  at  that  time 
in  the  Company's  hands  was  said  to  be 
sufficient  for  six  years  consumption,  and 
that  great  part  of  it  was  rotting  in  tbeir 
warehouses.    The  real  fact,  however,  ra 
this :  the  Company  then  had  16A  miUions 
pounds  weight,  not  any  of  which  nad  been 
in  their  warehouse  more  than  a  year  and 
a  half,  and  the  greater  part  was  of  tbelast 
year's  importation ;  none  of  it  had  suffered 
by  keepmg.     The  consumption,  on  tbe 
average  of  the  preceding  five  years,  wss 
8  millions  per  annum ;   so  that  the  Com- 
pany had  in  their  warehouses  a  quantity 
suMcient  only  for  two  years,  and  not  sii 
years  consumption. 

If  these  sales  had  taken  place,  the  prio^ 
of  bohea  tea,  the  principal  sort  in  demand 
for  exportation,  would  have  b^n  reduced 
4td.  or  5d.  per  lb.  which  ^probably  n(8^ 
have  increased  the  demand  for  exporta- 
tion and  home  consumption  tc^etbert 
even  to  12  millions  per  ann.    I  am  of  w 
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gNDioo,  Sir,  because  the  Ibur  foreign 
ast  India  Companies^  Tia.  the  Dutch, 
Danes,  French,  and  Swedes,  annually  im- 
port more  than  8  millions,  although  it  is 
well  known  they  do  not  themselves  con^^ 
itune  near  half  that  Quantity ;  the  remain* 
ing  four  or  five  millions  they  constantly 
import,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  smuggling 
it  into  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
America.  The  quantity  that  we  have  ex- 
ported on  the  average  of  the  before-men* 
tioned  five  years,  has  been  about  1 ,400,000 
pounds;  but  this  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased, the  price  being  only  90d.  firom 
which  is  to  be  deducted  for  the  drawback, 
5  per  cent,  which  reduces  it  to  \5d*  on 
board;  and  if  we  add  to  this  even  the  fatal 
American  Si/.,  it  will  be  only  18e/.;  this 
price  might  perhaps  have  induced  the 
Americans,  as  before,  to  receive  the  tea 
from  the  merchants,  though  not  from  the 
Company,  and  it  would  at  once  have  put 
SD  end  to  all  smuggling,  for  neither  the 
Dutch  or  any  other  company  would  think 
it  worth  their  while  to  send  tea  to  Arae- 
nca,  to  be  sold  under  18if.  per  lb. — I  will 
not  trouble  the  House  witn  any  observa- 
tions on  these  fisicts ;  but  I  own  I  cannot 
be  brought  to  believe  that  the  tea  was  sent 
to  Boston  to  raise  money  for  the  Com- 
pany, to  get  rid  of  their  load  of  tea,  or  to 
prevent  smuggling,  because  each  of  those 
i^utary  ends  might  have  been  answered 
without  injustice,  or  offence  to  any  indivi- 
doaL  The  purpose  for  which  the  tea  was 
lent  to  America,  and  the  consequence,  are 
evident  now  to  every  man's  understand- 
ing. For  these  reasons,  amongst  others, 
I  hitherto  have,  and  shall  continue,  to  the 
utmost  of  mjr  power,  to  support  the  Ame- 
ricans, thus  iniured  and  oppressed  by  the 
cruel  and  ▼indictive  measures  of  an  admi- 
nistration, whose  whole  conduct  breaUies 
the  spirit  of  persecution  and  popery. 


the  same  instant  acting  in  the  strictesi 
confohnity  to  what  was  solemnly  laid  down 
by  this  House  as  the  great  rule  by  which 
their  duty  and  obedience  were  td  be  regu- 
lated. He  concluded  with  lamenting  tha 
unhappy  divided  state  of  both  countries^ 
and  expressing  his  fears  of  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  must  follow,  should 
the  sword  be  once  drawn,  and  the  whole 
empire  convulsed  with  all  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war. 

Mr.  i?fg6y  said,  the  Americans  would 
not  fight.  They  would  never  oppose  ge- 
neral Gage  with  force  of  arras* 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  was  strongly  for 
passing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  Tcmnshend  observed,  that  tha 
noble  lord,  (North)  and  his  friends,  first 
created  the  necessity,  and  then,  defended 
the  measure  upon  that  very  ground ;  that 
is,  said  lie,  we  do  a  thine  we  should  not 
have  done,  our  first  essq^  being  imperfisct^ 
and  not  to  be  executed  upon  the  plan  we 
first  formed,  it  then  becomes  necessary  we 
should  do  something  else,  if  possible,  more 
unjust  than  the  former;  so  that,  on  th# 
whole,  we  endeavour  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion one  act  of  injustice  by  exercising 
another,  thus  become  necessary  to  give  it 
effect. 

The  question  being  put  that  the  Bill  d» 
pass,  the  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers* 


.-.1 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Noes  \^"Ti  t^^^^^ 
}Mr.  Aid.  Sawbridge 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  respecting  the 
Charter  of  the  Borough  of  SaSash,^ 
April  S.  Lord  Folkestone  moved,  *<  That 
the   reservation     contained    in   the  last 


Sir  John  Duntze  said,  that  the  Ame-    charter  granted  to  the  borough  of  Saltash, 
ricans  had  by  their  open  violence  and  re-    "'*  "  '"  ^^  "'    '  "^- *^ 

peated  acts  of  disobedience,  forfeited  the 
good-will  and  protection  of  this  country ; 
and  that  it  therefore  became  necessary  for 
ns  to  retaliate,  in  order  to  bring  them 
beck  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty. 

General  Conway  condemned  the  Bill  in 
tery  explicit  terras.  He  said,  to  be  con- 
■istetit,  the  House  should  either  rescind 
the  Resolution  of  the  20th  February,  or 
■nspend  any  farther  proceedings  on  the 
present  Bill,  till  the  efiect  and  event  of 
^t  proposition  were  known,  otherwise  we 
ttight  p<MMbly  be  infiicting  the  most  se- 
vere punishment  on  people  who  were  at 


and  expressed  in  these  words,  '  Which 
^  majTor,  as  well  present  as  future,  for 

*  neelect  or  default,  or  any  other  reason- 

*  able  causei  we  wOl,  shall  be  amoveable 

*  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,'  is  un- 
constitutional, as  it  tends  to  restrain  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  of  returns  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
said  borough,  and  estaolishes  a  precedent 
dangerous  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  the  public  liberty  of  the 
realm.'*  His  lordship,  in  a  Ions  and  able 
speech,  pointed  out  toe  nianifdd  dangers 
which  might  result  from  the  itlterferenca 
of  the  cro^  in  such  boroughs  as  send  re* 
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presentatives  to  parliament.  He  shewed, 
that  the  charter  in  question  gave  to  the 
crown  a  power  of  removing  the  mayor  at 
pleasure;  that  that  mayor  was,  1.  an  act« 
log  magistrate  for  the  borough,  ex-cfficio^ 
consequently^  that  his  being  removable  at 
pleasure,  was  a  circumstance  incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  justice*  2.  That 
his  consent  was  necessary  for  filling  up 
the  body,  consequently  the  crown  hsid  in- 
directly a  subsisting  influence  in  those 
elections,  which  manifestly  tc^ed  to  the 
influencing  parliamentary  dections.  But 
Sdly,  and  chiefly,  that  he  was  the  return- 
ing officer  for  the  borou^,  coDsequently 
that  it  was  not  to  be  imagmed  but  uiat  he 
would  be  removed  at  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion, if  he  was  not  in  the  interettof  the 
minister,  and  that,  by  getting  another 
more  ikvourable  in  his  place,  the  -'""■ttCT 
would  be  sure  of  the  return.  He  cooi* 
pared  the  ends  of  the  clause  with  the  judi- 
cial sentence  of  despotic  power,  f  sic  vofo, 
■ic  jubeo,  Stat  pro  ratione  yohmtos.' 
He  said  that  the  exclusion  of  pensiooers 
from  the  House,  was  a  proof  that  men  fidt, 
that  a  person  under  infloenoe  or  the  bias 
•f  interest  would  not  be  independenL  He 
aaid,  that  in  part  the  members  for  Saltash 
must  be  the  minister's  nominees  in  future 
times,  though  the  independency  of  the 
present  members  (su:  Charles  'Whitirorthy 
and  Mr.  Grey^  Cooper,^  might  seem  to 
take  off  the  weight  iH  this  argument,  as  at 
least  it  prevented  the  application  of  that 
term  with  propriety  at  present;  that 
burgage  tenure  boroughs  had  been  often 
complained  of  as  the  bane  of  this  con- 
stitution, but  the  mischief  resultine 
from  them  was  not  to  be  compued  with 
that  of  such  boroughs  as  Saltadi,  for 
though  the  elections  m  the  former  case 
were  reduced  to  a  few  hapds,  yet  they 
were  the  hands  of  the  people,  whereas, 
this  was  putting  elections  into  those  of  the 
king,  and  consequently  confounding  the 
component  parts  of  the 'legislature.  He 
admitted  that  the  model  of  tihe  charter 
was  not  new;  for  that  it  was  taken  from 
one  of  Charles  2's  in  the  year  168S,  a  time 
so  inauspicious  to  liberty  of  all  kinds,  that 
he  never  could  have  believed  modem  times 
would  have  quoted  such  a  one  as  a  prece- 
dent, much  less  as  a  justification.  He  ex- 
patiated very  fully  on  the  attempts  of  two 
monarchs  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  who 
finding  all  other  attempts  prove  unsuccess- 
ful, had  at  length  recourse  to  the  garbling 
of  corporations,  and  granting  new  charters, 
as  the  only  certain  means  of  undermining, 
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and  in  time,  totally  destroying  the  comti- 
tution.  He  quoted  sir  George  Treby  sod 
sir  John  Dalrymple  as  authorities  to  prote 
the  intention ;  the  bishop  of  Londondony, 
Dr.  King,  to  ascertain  me  effects  of  such 
oharters.  He  said,  that  defending  tbb 
charter  because  it  is  the  same  as  Chtiki 
2's,  was  an  argument  like  what  ptdtrnt 
causa  had  not  been  attempted,  but  with 
equal  reason  might  have  been  in  the  Iste 
Grenada  cause,*  when  depending  on  pre- 
rogative to  raise  money  by  prodamstiQD, 
they  might  have  said  CJharles  1  lefied 
ship-money  by  prerogative,  and  he  observ- 
ed as  a  remarkable  circumstance,  thst  in 
the  last  centunr  an  innovation  upon  the  sob- 
jecta*  ri(B^t  of  raising  public  money,  and  of 
chuHDg  their  own  representatives,  wss  st« 
tempted,  but  they  were  in  di&rent  reigns, 
when  neither  attempt  had  been  previouslj 
condemned  by  parliamenL  He  said  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous,  perhaps  Isst 
year  to  have  conqplained  erf*  Charles  Vi 
charter ;  is  it  improper  to  complain  when 
it  is  renewed  ?— Uie  illegal  clause  most  be 
inserted  by  accident,  or  design— if  the 
latter,  the  law  officers  sdopt  its  iU^slity, 
and  make  it  their  own.  Tney  must  slbw, 
its  beiiw  a  mere  copv  of  Charles's  does 
not  maCe  it  legal :  and  if  it  does  not,,  the/ 
must  either  contend,  that  Charles  had  oo 
intentions  of  destroying  the  liberties  of 
this  country  in  his  modelling  of  corpora- 
tions, or  tmit  in  the  instance  of  Saltssh  be 
deviated  firom  that  plan ;  or  they  most  ad- 
mit that  he  had  such  a  plan ;  that  the 
Saltash  charter  was  part  or  that  plan,  sod 
consequently,  tfaatit  nad  the  objection  im- 
puted to  the  new  charter,  which  is  a  copy 
of  it.  He  said,  the  cJause  in  question  was 
not  in  the  dbarter  previous  to  168S,  sad 
that  therefore  diose  who  were,  upon  prio* 
ciple,  friends  of  the  constitutiop,  and  of 
the  royal  fimiily  on  the  throne,  had  great 
cause  to  complain  that,  as  that  king  bad 
made  a  change  so  hurtful  to  liberty,  the 
advisers  of  his  present  Majesty  would  not 
make  an  alteration,  if  it  was  only  to  coan- 
teract  the  mischiefs  of  their  predecessorst 
He  quoted  lord  Mansfield  that  such  reser- 
vation was  unnecessary,  and  so  justified 
his  apprehension,  that  being  needful  for  a 
good  purpose,  it  was  designed  for  soma 
bad  one. 

Mr.  Powys  seconded  the  motion,  with 
an  apology  for  his  taking  up  a  matter  so 

*  For  a  full  accoont  of  tlie  Proceediosfi  ia 
the  Case  of  the  Island  of  Grenada,  See  Bovell's 
State  Trials,  vol.  %0,  p.  2S9. 
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mtiicate  as  the  cooBtruction  of  .charters ; 
hut  said«  that  as  the  present  spoke  noi  the 
abstruse  docitrines  of  law,  but  plain  English, 
mteliigible  to  the  meanest  understanding, 
he  could  not  resist  the  invitation  of  his 
noble  friend  to  assist  him  in  an  enquiry  of 
this  nature.  That  he  was  sensible  the 
learned  gentlemen,  who  were  almost 
parties  in  this  business,'  and  were  par- 
ticularly called  upon  to  support  a  defensive 
tide,  were  used  in  the  course  of  their*  pro- 
ibttion  to  quirks  and  subtleties,  wnich 
might  puzzle  and  perplex  the.  unlearned, 
but  their  recollection  that  they  were  not 
sdvocates  here,  but  members  of  [>arliament, 
ought,  and  he  did  not  doubt  would,  induce 
them  to  use  a  more  opeti  and  manly  con- 
duct. He  said,  the  charter,  as  favourable 
to  prerogative,  they  might  think  it  their 
doty  as  servants  of  the  crown  to  promote ; 
but  if  it  could  ever  be  said,  that  it  was  any 
pertoo's  duty  to  extend  the  prerogative. 
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to  check  and  coi^troul  it.  He  took  this 
opportunity  of  declaiming  against  the 
Stusrts,  to  express  his  abhorrence  like^ 
vise  of  all  those  who  were  in  the  opposite 
extreme :  and  concluded  with  saying,  the 
mover  and  himself  might  be  called 
Quixotes  in  politics ;  but  he  feared  no  ap- 
pellation, when  he  was  contending  for  the 
exercise  of  the  peculiar  function  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurhw  began 
with  lamenting,  that  he  was  not  apprized 
sofficiently  of  the  objections  that  might 
l^ve  been  taken  to  the  charter  to  be  able 
"wnediately  to  defend  every  part  of  it, 
J**^gh  he  thought  every  part  of  it  per- 
fectly defensible.  That  with  regard  to  the 
clause  singled  out  for  the  animadversion 
of  the  House,  (if,  in  fact,  the  noble  lord 
was  serious  in  his  motion )«  he  could  not 
^elp  being  sorry  that  it  was  not  hinted  to 
Ijjni  before ;  for  he  was  firmly  convinced, 
"^  half  an  hour's  private  cooversation 
with  him  and  the  hon.  seconder,  would 
«Te  reconciled  it  to  their  minds.  He 
^  he  always  did,  and  always  would, 
we  the  lawyer  in  Westminster-hall,  and 
»>e  m  that  House  a  member  of  parliament ; 
^  as  he  controverted  the  premises  of 
«e  noble  lord's  argument,  he  should  have 
no  occasion  to  take  notice  of  those  ge- 
^WHis  sentiments  of  liberty,  which  he 
•^foed  to  entertain ;  that  he  heartily  went 

|2^h  hiiQ  im  those  sentiments,  and  should 
*oiTy  to  think  any  man  in  the  kingdom 

JJ?J*  s  friend  to  the  revolution  than  him- 
I*   'I'he  noble  lord  and  his  friend  had 


gone  upon  an  evident  mistake,  that  the 
king,  his  heirs  and  successors  are  the  king, 
&c.  in  their  courts  of  ju3tice ;  lie  quoted 
Dyer  over  and  over  again,  that  in  legal 
interpretation  <  rex  noscitur  per  judiges 
*  non  per  se ;'  that  ng  legal  power  can  re- 
side personally  in  the  king.  He  pointed 
out  an  alteration  that  had  been  made  in 
the  new  charter,  the  omission  of  a  clause 
which  in  the  old  one  directed  that  the  re- 
moval should  be  by  privy  seal  or  sign 
manual ;  and  contended  that  as  sir  Robert 
Sawyer  (whose  character  as, a  politician 
he  set  out  of  the  case)  was  confessedly 
a  learned  man,  that  clause  directing  the 
means  of  removal  was  contrived  by  him 
merely  because  he  knew  the  clause  com- 
plained of  would  be  of  no  effect  without 
It,  as  contradictory  to  a  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  law,  that  the  king  cannot 
act  in  person. 
Mr.  Dunning  replied,  that  he  thought 


se  was  sure  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  '  the  House  and  the  nation  at  large,  much 


obliged  to  the  worthy  member  who  had 
brought  before  them  an  enquiry  at  least 
so  constitutional ;  that  they  had  done  him 
the  favour  to  confer  with  him  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  motion ;  that  from  a  slight^ 
consideration  at  that  time,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  were  strictly  justiBed  in  their 
interpretation  of  this  clause ;  that  he  had 
since  more  seriously  considered  it,  and  on 
the  most  mature  deliberation  was  of  the 
clearest  opinion,  that  the  interpretation 
given  by  tliem  was  the  true  and  only  one  . 
that  could  be  put  upon  it ;  that  as  the  at- 
torney general  of  James  2,  had  been 
quoted  with  some  applause  by  his  learned 
friend,  who  was  at  present  in  the  same  of- 
fice, he  was  sincerely  happy  to  hear  laid 
out  of  the  commendable  part  of  his  cha- 
racter, this  activity  to  introduce  arbitral^ 
power ;  that  if  he  agreed  with  him  that  sir 
kobert  Sawyer  was  a  learned  man,  it  must 
be  admitted  in  return,  he  was  too  learned 
to  insert  a  nugatory  clause,  such  as  he 
had  contended  th6  clause  in  question  to 
be.  He  agreed  in  the  position,  that  the 
king  cannot  act  in  his  person,  but  insisted 
that  the  clause  of  the  charter,  contained  in 
the  motion,  was  meant  to  reserve  or 
create  that  power;  therefore  the  motion 
gives  it  the  proper  title,  That  it  is  ^uncon- 
stitutional. He  observed,  tlmt  it  wsm  said 
the  other  day,  that  the  present  charter 
was  a  transcript  of  the  old  :  the  wotds  of 
the  former  charter  are,  *  Ad  bene  placitum 
nostrum  volumus  e&sc  amobilem;'  tl)e 
words  of  the  new,  <  We  will,  he  shall  be 
amoveable  by  us.'  He  insisted  they 
[2R1 


611]         15  GEORGE  111.  Debate  in  the  Cmmone  refpeeting  Ae  \%m 


itaeant  the  same  thing,  and  that  sir  Rob^ 
Sawyer,  with  all  his  learning,  was  a  bad 
attorney  general  for  James  2,  if  he  did  not 
mean  to  make  the  mayor  of  Saltash  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  the  king.    He  in- 
sisted, that  was  the  design  of  that  king, 
and  it  was  the  design  of  sir  Robert  Sawyer ; 
and  proved,  from  Mr.  Hume,  that  it  was 
actually  the  effect  of  charters  given   in 
support  of  their  intentions.    He  defied  the 
crown  lawyers  to  point  out  the  mode  of 
trying  ai  reasonable  cause  in  a  court  of 
justice.    Quo  Warranto,  and  proceedings 
by  Mandamus,  are  eluded  and  put  out  of 
fashion ;  and  among  all  the  writs,  he  never 
yet  heard  of  one  entitled,  *  pro  majore 
amovendo.'     JHe  insisted,  therefore,  the 
present  was  a  short  summary  way  of  re- 
moving an  officer  that  might  happen  to  be 
willing  to  think  for  himself,  ^a  rare  thing 
at    SaJtash !)    and   introducmg   another 
more  subservient  to  the  mandate  of  the 
minister,  and  the  views  of  the  king. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  WedderSum  an- 
swered, that  by  various  causes  it  had  be- 
come necessary  to  grant  a  new  charter  to 
this  borough ;  that  in  this  case,  as  in  all 
■others,  he  had  strictlj  followed  the  rule  he 
had  laid  down  for  hunself,  and  he  hoped 
with  propriety,  of  confining  the  new  grant 
to  the  terms  of  the  old  one ;  that  other** 
wise  they  must  have  a  |^reat,  and  conse- 
quently a  dangerous  discretion;  that  in 
the  present  case,  the  only  alteration  he 
made  was  that  already  stated,  of  changing 
*  ad  bene  placitum  nostrum,'  &c,  to  *  by 
us,'  &c. ;  and  that  was  done  merely  from 
the  bad  aspect  which  the  words  *  bene 
placitum  nostrum'  always  carry  ;  iliat  the 
omission  of  the  clause  directing  the  re- 
moval to  be  by  sign  manual,  was  in  a  sub- 
sequent stage  of  the  passing  of  the  charter ; 
for  which,  as  his  learned  colleague  and 
himself  were  not  concerned  in  it,  they  as- 
sumed no  merit.    He  insisted  on  the  con- 
struction already  given,  that  *  regis  vo- 
luntas noscitur  tantum  in  curia :'  that  this 
House,  coming  to  a  resolution  construing 
the  present  charter  as  iUegal,  might  en- 
danger that  maxim,  for  it  would  be  an  in- 
ference fiiiriy  drawn,  that  the  king,  ex- 
pressly named,  does  not  mean  the  king  in 
iiis  courts,  if  a  resolution  of  this  House 
should  declare,  that  the  meaning  of  the 
words  '  the  king*  does  mesih  the  king  per- 
sonally, as  the  motion  intimates,  and  not 
in  the  construction  alreiidy  contended  to 
be  the  construction  of  ^e  law  books. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tomuhend  observed,  that 
the  poiat  now  touched  was  a  very  tender 


one ;  and  that  in  which  the  constitiitioa 
was   most  vulnerable.    He    had    beard^ 
much  to  his  surprize,  those  who  opposed' 
the  attempts  of  the  Stuarts,  brandea  with 
epithets  of  turbulent,  factious,  and'daring; 
if  one  of  the  greatest  grievances  they  com- 
plained of,  was  the  garbling  of  corpora- 
tions, he  should  not  wonder  if  the  learned 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  were  to  ap- 
ply the  same  epithets  to  these,  who  wers 
for  passing  the  present  censure ;  for  the 
case  before  them,  as  far  as  it  went,  was 
certainly  a  case  in  point :  but  with  what- 
ever severity  it  might  be  fashionaUe  ta 
treat  every  man  who  disapproved  of  the 
garbling '  corporations,   in  the   reign  of 
Charles  and  James  the  2nd,  luckily  the 
revolution,    the    new    constitution   then 
formed,  and  all  the  great  and  justly  re- 
vered names  who  had  a  hand  in  that  glo- 
rious work,  thought  precisely  with  tlie 
noble  lord  who  made  the  present  motion. 
He  then  quoted  a  passage  from  bishop 
Burnet,  in  which  that  historian  gives  an 
account  of  the  dissolving  old  charters,  and 
granting  new  ones;   observing,  that  the 
surest  road  to  political  consequence  and 
court  &vour,  was  for  great  men  to  exect 
themselves  in  corporation  matters.    Gran- 
ville, earl  of  Bath,  jtook  this  task  upon 
himself,  as  to  the  boroughs  in  the  West, 
and  was  so  successful^  as  to  persuade  se* 
veral  of  them  to  resign   their  charter^ 
taking  care  to  supply  their  places  with  of- 
ficers of  the  guards,  who  in  many  instamoei 
were  appointed  the  new  corporators.     He 
observea,  that  in  one  of  the  charters^  noir 
before  the  House,  granted  in  1683,  coL 
Ghranville,  that  earPs  brother,  afterwards 
lord  Lansdown,  was  appointed  the  fiist 
recorder.    He  did  not  doubt  but  the  of- 
ficers of  the  guards,  who  never  saw  Saltash, 
and  were  iqppointed  under  the  charter  of 
1683,  were  rull  as  fit  persons  to  be  choiea 
to  fill  up  the  corporation,  as  many  sp- 
pointed  under  the  new  one ;  and  that  oa 
the  whole,  the  people  without  doors,  how- 
ever those  within  might  affect  to  take  it, 
were,  in  his  opinion,  very  justly  alarmed 
to  behold  the  recent,  repeated  attempts 
madt;  to  bring  corporations  immediateTj 
under  the  power   and  direction   of  tbs 
crown.    When'  he  saw  every  gazette  con* 
taining   an   account  of  a   new   charier 
granted  to  some  borough  or  other  the  Isst 
summer,  he  began  to  suspect  the  desigai 
of  administration  upon  Doronghs,  snd  s 
speedy  dissolution  or  parliament,  which  he 
soon  found  to  prove  true.    He  mentiooed 
the  granting  a  nw  diarter  to  Abii^^ 
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Mr.  BayUy  gave  the  House  an  account  i  vetted  the  power  of  appointing  burgesses 


of  the  new  charter  granted  to  the  borough 
of  Abingdon,  about  a  month  or  two  before 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  parliament,  and 
which  he  said  had  brought  as  much  dis- 
grace upon  those  who  had  any  hand  in 
gnmting  it,  as  anj  of  those  charters  could 
which  were  granted  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
ij  and  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  there  was 
as  much  a  design  now  of  altering  the  con- 
ititution  of  this  kingdom,  (though  per- 
haps by  slower,  but  in  a  more  certain  de- 
gree) as  there  was  then ;  but  he  hoped  in 
God  such  wicked  and  arbitrary  aesigns 
would  be  again  frustrated.  This  new 
diarter  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  corpora- 
tioD  of  Abingdon  (which  never  consists  of 
more  than  27  persons^  to  return  any 
meniber  to  parliament,  tney  pleased,  and 
ereiy  body  knew  how  much  easier  it  was 
kr  government  to  influence  27  persons 
than  so  populous  a  town  as  this  was,  beins 
the  metropolis  of  Berkshire,  and  indeed 
the  corporate  body  of  this  town  if  as  well 
known  to  be  governed  by  their  recorder 
Mr.  Morton,  who,  holding  several  places 
under  the  crown,  made  a  merit  of  the  ser- 
tke  he  had  done  it  in  advising  the  grant 
of  this  new  charter. 

Governor  Johnstone  said,  the  immediate 
interference  of  the  crown,  independent  of 
the  official  or  judicial  assistance  and  aid 
of  those,  whom  the  constitution  had  ap- 
pomted  to  advise  it,  in  all  matters  of  this 
aind,  had  a  very  disagreeable  aspect ;  that 
the  principle  itself  was  alarming ;  but  it 
became  much  more  so,  when  exercised 
just  at  the  eve  of  a  general  election,  be- 
cause, what  otherwise,  though  in  itself 
wrong,  might  seem  to  be  the  effect   of 
mere  chance  operating  by  incidental  cir- 
comstaDces,  now  took  the  strongest  ap- 
pearance of  a  systematic  design  to  answer 
election   purposes.      He   said    that    the 
House  ought  to  remember,  that  if  sir  Ro- 
bert Sawyer  was  a  learned  man,  he  was 
sho  a  very  wicked  man  ;  that  he  Was  the 
Sf  owed  and  willinff  instrument  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  that  the  more  learned  he  was 
sllowed,  there  was  the  more  occasion  to 
suspect  him.    He  said  he  was  glad  to  hear 
of  one  certain  rule  laid  down  by  the  Soli- 
citor General,  relative  to  the  proper  man- 
^^  oi  granting  new  charters,  which  was 
that  the  new  charter  ought  to  be,  to  every 
material  purpose,  a  transcript  of  the  old ; 
yet  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  that  in  the 
^  of  Hellstone,  which  lately  came  under 
ba  consideration,  that  rule  happened  to 

be  departed  from;  for  the  cm  charter 


in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty, 
whereas  the  new  one  restrained  that 
power  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  only* 
With  this  remarkable  circumstance,  that 
was  the  very  ground  upon  which  the  old 
charter  was  vacated;  yet  was  the  very 
precise  alteration  adopted ,  by  the  new 
charter.  He  instanced  some  other >devia« 
tions,  relative  to  a  deputy  recorder,  &c. 
He  then  entered  into  general  observations 
on  the  charters  granted  to  Hellstone, 
Abingdon,  and  Sdtash;  and  treated  the 
principle  which  directed  the  several  grants, 
with  severity. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  he  should 
always,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  abide 


by  the  rule  before-mentioned  of  copying 
the  old  charter  in  the  new  grant ;  and  that 
he  and  his  colleague  in  office  had  observed 
it,  in  the  one  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber. For  there,  though  the  old  charter  it 
was  true,  had  been  granted,  and  the  right 
of  admitting  burgesses,  had  been  given,  to 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of 
Hellstone ;  yet  the  usage  had  been  directly 
contrary,  from  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza* 
beth,  the  time  the  charter  was  granted; 
besides,  there  was  one  general  exception, 
which  ought  to  be  made,  and  which  waa 
actuallv  the  case  at  Hellstone,  that  waSt 
when  tne  persons  to  be  incorporated,  ap- 
plied for  the  alteration.  The  alteration 
was  at  the  express  desire  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. At  Abingdon  the  alteration  was 
only  appointing  five  justices  to  act  within 
the  borough  of  Abingdon,  which  if  it 
could  operate  to  any  purpose,  must  have 
been  an  improvement,  according  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  ideas,  as  five  persons 
were  not  so  likely  to  abuse  the  power  as 
three. 

Mr.  Hotmrd  said,  the  present  c|iarter 
was  less  exceptionable  than  the  former; 
that  the  sting  of  sir  Robert  Sawver's  at- 
tempt was  extracted,  and  that  tnerefore 
he  ais^pproved  the  motion. 

Mr.  FeUde,  The  King  can  act  only  in 
curiop  not  in  camera  ;  therefore,  whatever 
were  the  intentions,  the  clause  cannot 
have  the  effect  apprehended  by  the  mover 
of  this  question. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  it  was  the  inten- 
tion which  he  wished  to  defeat ;'  the  prac- 
ticability of  executing  such  intentions  ac- 
tually appeared  in  the  reign  of  William  S, 
by  means  of  king  James's  charters,  several 
of*  which  appearing  of  this  tendency  on 
trififs  of  controverted  elections,  were  voted 

illegal  by  tbe  House  of  CoiDmoas  \  aod 
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added,  that  if  the  charter  of  1774?  spoke 
the  language  of  1688,  it  was  becoming  a 
member  of  parliament  to  talk  the  language 
of  1689,  and  censure  such  intentions. 

The  question  passed  in  the  negative. 

Lord  Folkestone  moved,  *<  I'hat  the 
said  words  contained  in  the  said  charter, 
do  not  reserve  to  the  crown  any  power  of 
..amotion,  except  by  due  course  of  law." 

Mr.  Ellis  moved  to  adjourn.  The 
House  divided.    The  Noes  went  fohh. 

Tellers. 


Yeas 


{Mr.  C.  Townshend    -  \ 
Mr.  Cooper      -    -    -  j 
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Noes  J^®*"^  Folkestone  -    -  1     46 
^^^^  IMr.  T.  Townshend    -  J     ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

April  5.  Lord  Folkestone  apologized  to 
the  House,  that  he  should  bring  on  a  ques- 
tion before  the  private  business  was  gone 
through,  but  he  wished  to  make  a  motion 
at  that  instant,  because  it  was  the  first 
moment  that  offered  after  the  indirect  ne- 
gative put  upon  his  motion  on  Monday. 
The  House  then  voted,  that  a  clause,  re- 
serving to  the  king  a  power  of  removing 
a  returning  officer,  was  not  unconstitu- 
tional ;  that  resolution  was  upon  the  Jour- 
nals. He  wished  the  reason  of  that  vote 
might  likewise  appear.  The  reason  given 
was  that  the  king,  &c.  meant  the  king  in 
the  court  of  justice.  As  he  could  not 
understand  the  clause  in  that  light,  he 
meant  to  negative  his  own  motion ;  though 
if  it  had  a  legislative  operation  he  would 
warmly  support  it.  He  added,  that  he 
would  not  give  the  House  the  trouble  of  a 
division,  unless  a  previous  question  was 
moved :  in  that  case  he  would.  He  then 
moved,  *'  That  the  said  words  contained 
in  the  said  charter  do  not  reserve  to  the 
crown  any  power  of  amotion,  except  by 
due  course  of  law." 

Mr.  Fonjoys  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  St.  John  said,  the  reason  assigned 
was  certainly  the  reason  for  the  vote  on 
Monday,  but  the  second  question  then 
moved  and  now  renewed,  was  like  voting 
that  an  eldest  son  is  heir  apparent  to  his 
father :  he  therefore  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr,Ga8cof/ne  seconded  that  motion,  and 
added  that  it  was  a  dangerous  and  useless 
practice  to  vote  abstract  propositions; 
the  noble  lord  admitted  the  vote  would 
not  alter  the  law,  why  then  should  tlie 
House,  without  any  call,  pretend  to  de- 
alare  it  ? 


Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  af{er  what 
had  passed  the  otlier  night,  nothing  could 
be  more  reasonable  ^tlian  the  present  mo- 
tion, as  the  House  had  declared  there  was 
no  doubt,  it  was  in  a  manner  necessary  to 
avow  the  principle  upon  which  they  had 
determined  there  was  none. 

The  previous  question  being  pat,  tb* 
House  divided.     The  Noes  went  forlJi. 

Tellers. 

^v«*«  f  Lord  J.  Cavendish    -  1      ^^^ 
^**''  iMr.  Powys      ...)*« 

xr«„-  fMr.^St.  John  -    -    -  1     ,,„ 
^°"  JMr.  Mackworth  -    -  j    "» 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BOi  to 
oblige  the  East  India  Company  to  export 
a  certain  Quantity  of  English  Manufao^ 
tures*~\  April  11.  The  House  went  into 
a  committee  to  take  into  constderatioD 
that  part  of  a  Bill  of  the  13th  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  which  contains  a  clause  for 
obliging  the  East  India  Company,  to  ex« 
port,  to  a  certain  amount,  goods  and  mer- 
chandize, of  the  growth,  produce  and  ma- 
nufactures of  this  country. 

Mr.  Cooper  observed,  that  such  another 
Bill  had  been  brought  in  in  1768,  which 
expired  in  1773 ;  that  it  was  then  revived 
for  two  years  longer,  which  was  now  near 
expiring;  that  therefore  he  would  move 
the  committee  that  the  same  mi^t  be 
continued  for  a  limited  time,  which  he 
meant  to  be  three  years  longer,  till  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter.  He  remarked, 
that  the  measure  had  originated  with  the 
charter  in  king  William's  time,  when  they 
were  bound  to  export  to  the  value  oif 
100,000/.  that  afterwards  it  was  changed 
to  a  tenth  of  their  whole  export,  and  in 
1768  was  raised  to  400,000/.  a  year. 

Governor  Johnstone,  I  do  not  tiiink  it 
can  be  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  rea- 
sons for  disagreeing  with  so  anti-commer- 
cial, so  absurd,  so  ridiculous  a  measure,  as 
tliat  which  is  now  proposed  to  us.  Sir,  it 
is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  trade,  to 
force  a  company,  or  a  merchant,  to  export 
what  he  cannot  sell.  There  are  now  lying 
in  the  warehouses  of  Bengal  270,OOOiC 
worth  of  British  woollens,  rotting  and  eat- 
ing by  moths,  for  want  of  a  market,  and 
you  will  in  defiance  of  that  known  hct^ 
lay  so  ridiculous  a  restriction  on  the  Com- 
pany, as  to  force  them  to  send  out  more 
annually,  in  order  to  come  to  the  same 
fate.  Sir,  I  do  aver,  that  you  might  mat 
as  well  order  the  amount  of  BritSh  ciotk 
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to  be  made  in  a  bonfire^  the  next  time  the 
JCing  comes  to  the  House,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  mob,  and  make  the  East 
India  Company  pay  for  it,  as  to  do  what 
is  now  proposed  to  you.  It  would  be  no 
more  than  a  tax  upon  them,  and  this  as 
much  a  tax  as  any  other  regulation. 

Lord  Norih,  The  hon.  member  ap- 
pears to  mistake  not  only  the  words  but 
the  meaning  of  the  motion :  it  does  not 
tie  down  the  Company  to  the  export  of 
cloth ;  it  leaves  the  manufacture  or  pro- 
duct to  their  choice.  There  are  many  ar- 
ticles which  may  be  more  saleable  in  In- 
dia than  cloth,  and  such  of  course  they 
will  export. 

Mr.  Burke.  I  esteem  this  proposition 
IB  big  with  Viotbing  but  absurdity ;  and  I 
thtok  the  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  it 
tre  much  the  stronger,  firom  its  proceeding 
from  an  obliaue  sort  of  wisdom,  political, 
oot  commercial ;  and  which  looks  towards 
America  much  more  than  to  India.  What 
drcumstance  is  the  father  of  the  motion  > 
I  viil  tell  you,  Sir:  the  late  American 
measures  have  threatened  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  with  ruin,  or  at  least  with 
s  stagnation  of  an  appearance  formidable. 
Id  order  to  remedy  a  jot  of  this  evil,  and 
to  hold  out  hopes  to  the  manufacturers 
here,  is  this  export  held  out  to  them. 
While  administration  annihilates  the  Ame- 
rican markets^  she  cooks  up  others  in  'the 
East  Indies.  Thus  is  the  present  a  mea- 
sure of  political  commerce,  and  not  of 
commercial  intelligence ;  and  as  such,  it 
ought  to  be  rejected.  But,  Sir,  the  fact  is, 
it  is  a  mere  tax  upon  the  Company,  and  it 
is  absurd  to  consider  it  in  any  other  light. 
I^  us  consider  bow  well  it  is  contrived  to 
^versuch  a  purpose :  you  assisted  them 
^  a  loan,  which  was  necessary  to  their 
1)eing  as  a  Company,  as  administration 
told  us,  itom  their  poverty ;  and  before  a 
shilling  of  that  loan  is  repaid,  what  do  you 
do?  why,  convinced  of  the  superabun- 
dance of  their  wealth  instead  of  their  po- 
verty, you  lay  an  immediate  tax  upon 
them.  Is  this  consistent  ?  Is  it  consonant 
with  the  .ideas  either  of  commerce  or  of 
finance?  But  forther.  Sir,  the  operation 
of  the  motion  supposes  another  melan- 
c^ly  fact,  that  the  British  manufactures 
^^  drug;  that  they  are  of  no  value: 
tnd  that  their  exportation  must  be  en- 
^'ced  at  all  events,  or  they  will  lie  a 
^  weiffht  on  the  hands  of  the  manufac- 
^crg.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  a  most  humiliating 
orcumstance ;  even  more  humiliating 
^  I  can  allow ;  nor  can  I  see  the  ne- 


cessity in  consequence  of  it  of  sending 
them  to  feed  the  moths  of  Bengal.  Why 
not  clothe  the  numberless  poor  of  this 
country  and  make  the  Company  pay  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Van.  The  hon.  gentleman  lays 
down  his  maxims  with  such  an  air  of  au- 
thority,' that  one  would  think  no  person  in 
the  House  had  common  sense  but  himself; 
Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  state  a  case,  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  appears  to  forget  The 
East  India  Company  might  send  out  Bri- 
tish manufactures,  but  will  not,  for  reasons 
best  known  to  themselves;  but.  Sir,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  will  not  send 
them  out,  let  the  hon.  gentleman  ask  his 
constituents,  if  Bristol,  Liverpool  and 
Glasgow  would  not  send  them  out?  If^ 
therefore,  the  Company  will  not,  or  can- 
not export  these  goods,  let  the  towns  do 
it  who  can  and  would.  The  hon.  mem* 
ber's  principles,  which  he  lays  down  in  the 
ipse  dixit  manner,  are  certainly  not  calcu- 
mted  for  the  meridian  of  Bristol,  for  which 
place  he  was  elected,  I  suppose  for  his 
Knowledge  of  trade;  but  if  that  knowledge 
is  in  future  to  constitute  the  member  ror 
Bristol,  I  might  perhaps  be  as  soccessful  a 
candidate  as  the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Burke.  1  cannot  help  rising  to 
congratulate  not  only  the  country  at  large 
but  the  city  of  Bristol  in  particular,  on  the 
prospect  of  possessing,  after  seven  years 
of  inauspicious  darkness,  a  gentleman  of 
such  profound  knowledge  of  trade,  sucb 
sound  ideas,  and  such  a  commanding  elo- 
quence. But,  Sir,  that  the  principles  of 
tnis  Bill  are  false  and  rotten,  every  view  of 
it  will  tell  us;  it  depreciates  our  most 
valuable  products  and  manufactures.  Sir, 
I  have  always  thought  that  plum-pudding 
and  broad  cloth  were  two  most  excellent 
things,  but  I  now  find  all  our  English 
ideas  are  very  erroneous,  and  that  instead 
of  being  good  things,  they  go  a  begging 
for  a  market. 

Lord  North.  I  am  so  much  of  the  hon* 
gentleman's  opinion  concerning  the  merit 
of  pudding,  that  I  shall  detain  yon  but  a 
few  minutes.  The  Company  had  this  re- 
striction engrafted  upon  them  from  their 
very  origin;  they  have  grown  up  and 
thriven  under  it;  Now,  Sir,  shall  we 
make  use  of  our  experience,  and  require 
of  the  Company  no  new  restriction  but 
one  alreadjy  niown,  when  they  are  so  well 
able  to  bear  it.  I  will  not  allow  it  to  be  a 
tax ;  it  is  a  mere  guard  in  the  legislature 
for  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  en- 
tirely consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
Company. 
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Mr.  Jenkittson  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Burke,  as  to  &ctB. 

Mr.  Burke  answered  him,  and  in8i8te4 
that  his  dates  were  right,  and  the  chrono- 
logy of  Mr.  Jenkinson  wrong. 

The  question  being  put,  the  comtnittee 
dh^ided,  Ayes  56,  Noes  9  ;  and  a  Bill  was 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

The  Kin^s  Message Jbr  settling  Buck' 
ingham  House  on  the  Queen,"]  April  12. 
Lord  North  delivered  the  following  Mes- 
aage  from  the  King : 

**  CrEOKGEi^. 

**  His  Majesty,  desirous  that  a  better 
and  more  suitable  accommodation  should 
be  made  for  the  residence  of  the  Queen, 
in  case  she  should  survive  his  Majesty,  and 
being  willing  that  the  palace  in  which  his 
Majesty  now  resides,  lately  known  by  the 
name  of,  Buckingham-house,  and  now 
called  the  Queen's-house,  may  be  settled 
for  that  purpose,  in  lieu  of  Somerset-house, 
recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons,  to 
take  the  same  Into  their  consideration ; 
and  to  make  provision  for  settling  the  said 
palace  upon  ner  Majesty ;  and  wr  appro- 
priating Somerset'house  to  such  uses  as 
aball  be  found  most  beneficial  to  the 
^public" 

April  26.  The  following  Resolutions 
were  agreed  to.  1.  ^'  That  the  palace  in 
which  tiis  Majesty  now  resides,  lately 
known  by  the  name  of  Buckingham-house, 
and  now  called  the  Queen's-hoose,  be  set- 
tied  on  the  Queen,  in  lieu  of  Somerset- 
house,  in  case  she  shall  survive  his  Ma- 
jesty. 2.  That  from  and  after  the  deter- 
mination of  such  settlement,  the  said 
palace  be  annexed  to,  and  vested  in,  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  S.  That  the 
palace  of  Somerset-house,  which  by  an 
Act,  made  in  the  second  year  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty's  reign,  was 'settled  upon  the 
Queen,  be  vested  in  his  Majesty,  his  lieirs 
and  successors,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  establishing  certain  public  offices. 
4.  That  100,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, as  and  for  the  money  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Queen's-hou^e,  and  in 
rendering  the  same  convenient  for  a  royal 
palace,  and  in  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's palace  of  Somerset-house  being 
converted,  and  applied  for  the  future,  to 
the  purpose  of  holding  and  keeping  there^ 
in  certam  public  offices." 

The  Budget.']  May  3.  Lord  North 
moved  for  a  committee  of  supply,  pre- 
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paratory  to  his  opening  the  Budget ;  when 
tie  moved  the  following  Resolutions,  which 
were  agreed  to.    1.  **  That  persons  who 
on  the  24th  of  April  last  were  posseaaed 
of  3  per  cent,  annuities,  shall  be  at  libttty 
to  accept  88/.  for  every  100/.  towards  the 
redeihption  of  i  ,000,000/.  of  the  said  funds 
or  stocks ;  one  mpiety  to  be  paid  od  or 
before  the  15th  of  July,  and  the  oUier  on 
or  before  the  20th  of  October  next^  with 
interest  to  the  5th  -of  July  1775 ;  and  for 
every  100/.  of  such  subscription,  shall  re- 
ceive six  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  consiat  of 
60,000  tickets  at  12/.  lOs.  each ;  and  the 
capital  stock  of  such  subscription  shall  be 
annihilated.    That  books  shall  be  opened 
at  the  Bank,  the  8th  of  May,  from  nuie  m 
the  morning  till  six  in  the  afternoon,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  said  subscriptiOB. 
No  person  to  subscribe  more  than  20,O0Qlt 
nor  less  than  100/.  and  after  the  whale  m 
sunomed  up,  the  same  to  be  rateid>ly  di- 
vided among  the  subscribers,  in  propartioB 
to  the  quantity  of  stock  subscribed,  awm 
and  above  the  said  1,000,000/.  of  annuitiea 
to  be  so  annihilated.    2.   That  towards 
raising  the  supply,  1,915,552/.  16s.^ldL 
be  issued  out  ofthe  sinking  fund.    3. 
1,250,000/.  be  nds^  by  loans  on 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on  the 
aid^,  to  be  granted  next  session.    4.  That 
15,000/.  out  of  the  monies  remaining  in 
the  Exchequer  the  5th  of  April,  176^ 
the  produce  of  American  duties,  be  sp» 
plied  towards  maintainmg  the  fbrcea  and 
garrisons  in  the  plantations.    5.  That  mo- 
nies paid  into  the  Exdiequer  after  the 
5th  of.  April,  1775,  and  before  the  5th  of 
April,  1776,  produce  of  the  duties  on  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  gum  aei 
and  gum  arabic,  be  applied  towards 
supply." 

He  observed,  that  3,800,000/L  of  light 
or  diminished  money  had  been  paid  iote 
the  B^ok,  under  the  first  Act;  that 
4,800,000/.  had  been  paid  in  like  iffc^^^^tfr^ 
under  the  royal  proclamation  of  receiving 
guineas  not  under  five  penny-wesahli 
uiree  grains,  nor  more  than  six  srains; 
that  it  was  computed^  that  when  Uie  se- 
cond proclamation  was  issued  for  calling 
in  all  guineas  under  full  standard,  upwards 
of  4,000,000/.  more  would  be  called  m^ 
the  whole  amounting  to  about  14,000,0001 
and  the  expence  of  melting  down,  receiv- 
ing, interest  paid  to  the  Bank,  gratiiitieB 
to  the  country  commissioners,  and  r^ 
coinage  to  about  650,000/. ;  that  die  de^ 
ficiencies  on  land  and  malt  were  compated 
at  450^000/.  that  is  50|00QiL  lower  thaa 
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thejr  were  the  last  ye&r ;  that  the  whole  of 
tbe  grants  consisted  of  the  land  and  malt, 
estimated  at  2,250,000^.9  the  exchequer 
bills  1,250,000/.,  the  profits  on  a  lottery 
150,000^,  the  produce  of  the  sinking  fund, 
from  tbe  5th  January  to  the  5th  April, 
886,000^  the  three  next  quarters  produce 
of  said  fund  1,915,000/.  which  would  make 
tbe  whole  of  the  Binking  fund  2,800,000/. 
and  miscellaneous  savings,  with  the  ex- 
pected produce  of  the  sale  of  French 
prizes  17,000/.  and  sales  of  lands  in  the 
ceded  islands  50,0001.  taken  together, 
would  amount  to  300,000/. ;  while  op  the 
other  band  the  services  were,  the  navy 
1,700,000/.,  the  ordnance  S0O,OOO/«,  the 
army  1,600,000/.,  exchequer  bills  of  last 
jtu  1,250,000/.,  army  extraordinaries 
S70,000/.,  miscellaneous  of  grants  and 
coinage  348,000/.  So  that  on  the  whole, 
Ae  grants  would  be  6,550,000/.  and  the 
services  voted  5,550,000/.  which  would 
leave  a  surplus  of  1,000,000/.  excess  of 
cants,  with  which  he  proposed  to  pay  off 
m  above  1,000,000/.  of  three  per  cent, 
ionttities,  for  the  sura  of  880,000/.  which 
Ittt  sarplus  again  of  120,000/.  would  re- 
audn  to  make  good  the  deficiences  of  the 
annts,  or  to  balance  the  100,000/.  voted 
jor  the  purchase  of  the  Queen's-pedace  and 
Somerset-house. 

His  lordship  then  proceeded  to  state 
fte  public  debts,  as  they  appeared  on  the 
Ith  of  January  last,  compared  with  their 
amoant  on  the  5th  of  January,  1773.  At 
the  latter  period  they  were  123  millions 
fiinded,  ana  13  millions  unfunded,  which, 
vith  the  fractions,  made  in  the  whole 
136  millions ;  at  the  former,  124  millions 
fiuded,  three  millions  unfunded,  in  the 
vhole  1^  millions  ;  paid  off  nine  millions. 
Bis  lordship  did  not  state  the  respective 
■iterests  paid  at  those  periods,  but  ge- 
aeraJJy  stated  the  decrease  in  the  follow- 
Kg  nmnner :  total  decrease  on  the  whole 
MiOOO/.  per  ann.  and  30,000/.  by  the 
present  operation,  in  the  whole  470,000/. 
<^t  of  which  take  for  the  navy  bills  un- 
funded 20,000/.  and  the  exchequer  bills 
la  circolation,  at  4  per  cent.  40,(KX)/.  both 
^hese  sums,  with  the  trifling  discount  on 
J^ary  and  victualling  bills,  would  leave  a 
clear  decrease  in  the  interest  money  paid 
to  the  noblic  creditors  of  the  sum  df 
W),000/.  per  ann. 

After  he  had  stated  the  several  sums  ne- 
ceeiar^  to  the  explanation  of  the  financial 
Operation,  which  ne  was  about  to  submit 
to  the  House,  he  observed,  Uiat  the  nation 
^bt  think  Uiat  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
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tional  debt  proceeded  very  slowly;  but 
when  it  was  considered,  the  very  heavy 
btirdens  contracted  during  the  late  glo- 
rious and  successful  war,  the  consequent 
increase  of  interest,  and  thai  that  war  was 
entered  into  at  the  express  desire  of  the 
people,  joined  with  the  numerous  and 
singular  advantages  derived  to  this  coun- 
try, both  in  respect  of  commerce  and  ter- 
ritory, the  nation  uniting  all  these  consi« 
derations,  had  much  less  reason  to  be  im- 
patient or  complain.  The  four  great  wara 
we  have  maintained  since  the  Revolution^ 
said  his  lordship,  neither  originated  from 
the  ambition  of  our  princes,  nor  the  cor- 
ruption of  ministers;  and  the  vast  suma 
expended,  however  enormous,  or  heavily 
at  present  we  may  feel  the  weight,  were 
for  the  most  part  laid  out  either  directly 
in  the  protection  or  advancement  of  our 
own  immediate  interests,  or  in  upholding 
those,  with  which  they  were  essentially 
connected.  Our  endeavours  have  in  ge- 
neral corresponded  to  the  glory  of  our 
motives,  andfthe  magnitude  of  our  designs, 
as  taking  the  lead  among  the  great  powers 
of  Europe,  by  protecting  others,  securing 
our  own  interests,  and  setting  limits  ta 
the  ambition  of  the  enemies  of  both. 
The  war  commenced  at  the  Revolution^ 
was  a  popular  war ;  so  was  that  which  fol- 
lowed about  the  succession.  The  rupture 
in  1739  with  Spain,  originated  entirely  in 
popular  motives.  I  will  not,  however, 
pretend  to  say  it  was  as  well  founded  as 
the  two  preceding,  at  Jeast  so  well  timed, 
though  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  might  in 
the  end  become  as  necessary.  The  late 
war  was,  if  possible,  still  more  popular 
than  any  of  the  rest,  as  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning undertaken  without  any  view  to 
continental  connections,  but  purely  to 
protect  our  subjects  in  America,  which  I 
shall  ever  think  ought  to  be  a  very  strong 
incentive  to  them  to  assist  us  to  alleviate 
those  burthens  we  now  feel,  and  of  which 
they  have  been  the  primary  cause. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  return  to  tha 
subject  that  naturally  falls  more  imme- 
diately under  the  consideration  this  day» 
which  is  the  reduction  of  this  heavy  load 
of  debt,  and  the  approbation  of  the  fund 
allotted  for  that  purpose  to  other  uses. 
A  person  of  confessed  ingenuity  (Dr. 
Price)  has  written  a  pamphlet  with  great 
ability,  on  this  subject,  and  condemned 
the  great  minister,  (sir  Robert  Walpole) 
who  first  devised  the  sinking  fund,  for  de- 
parting from  his  own  plan.  I  admire  the 
mgenuity  of  the  author.    I  have  partiy,t 
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■ince  I  came  into  mi^  present  situation, 
adopted  his  plan  of  reduction  as  much  as 
times  and  circumstances  would  permit; 
Tet  I  am  far  from  approving  all  of  what 
he  recommends ;  nor  can  I  lightly  con- 
demn an  able  minister,  of  approved  judg- 
ment, high  abilities  I  and  great  experience, 
while  I  remain  ignorant  of  the  true  mo- 
tives which  influenced  his  conduct,  Or  per- 
haps the  total  impracticability  of  his  act- 
ing up  to  his  own  ideas :  plans  on  paper, 
or  measures  proposed  in  the  closet  onen 
becoming  dimcult  in  the  execution,  or  in- 
expedient, though  they  should.be  prac- 
ticable. Another  very  popular  topic  is, 
taking  off  the  taxes  from  the  necessaries  of 
life,  in  order  to  relieve  tlie  lower  order  of 
the  people.  Besides  a  thousand  impedi- 
ments, that  I  shall  forbear  to  insist  on, 
which  might  grow  out  of  such  a  measure, 
to  obstruct  it,  I  fear  it  would  not  answer 
the  ends  proposed,  though  every  possible 
obstruction  were  removed,  because  the  ef- 
fect might  be,  that  the  tax  would  be  lost, 
aod  the  revenue  suffer,  without  the  least 
benefit  to  the  consumer,  as  means  would 
be  probably  devised  still  to  keep  the  com- 
modity up  at  the  taxed  price.  On  the 
whole,  the  vast  riches  of  this  country,  its 
extensive  credit,  which  it  has  never  yet 
violated  in  respect  of  either  its  do- 
mestic or  foreign  creditors,  its  prodi- 
gious commerce,  its  surprising  paper  cir- 
culation, which  must  be  immense,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  money  alone  in 
circulation  is  considerably  more  than  14 
millions,  a^  appears  by  the  documents  this 
day  referred  to ;  all  this  great  system  of 
power,  riches,  and  external  strength,  I 
gay,  taken  together,  with  the  magnificence, 
splendor,  ana  luxury  of  individuals,  induce 
me  to  believe,  that  though  the  national 
and  consequent  annual  burdens  be  enor- 
mous, they  are  far  from  being  dispropor- 
tioned  to  our  abilities  to  pay.  I  just  beg 
leave  to  mention  one  circumstance  more 
before  I  sit  down,  to  shew  the  difficulty  of 
a  hasty  reduction  of  the  public  debts,  by 
the  means  we  are  necessarily  oblieed  to 
pursue.  A  very  able  deceased  minister 
(Mr.  Pelham)  reduced  the  national  debt, 
by  lowering  the  interest ;  we  are  necessi- 
tated to  effect  the  same  purpose,  by  paying 
off  tl\e  principal  itself,  our  progress  must  be 
therefore  more  slow.  That  gentleman  pay- 
ed off  20  millions  with  ease,  by  only  laying 
an  obligation  on  the  annuitants,  to  receive 
their  principal,  or  reduce  their  annuities ; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  they  gladly 
aacepted  of  the  offer,  and  consented  to 
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take  3  instead  of  4  per  cent  What  vai 
the  reason  then  ?  And  what  would  be  the 
probable  consequence  now  ?  The  funds 
were  up  at  par  at  the  former  period ;  they 
are  now  considerably  below,  owing,  it  may 
be  presumed,  to  the  greater  quantity 
being  in  the  market,  so  that  the  public 
creditors  would  at  this  period  be  as  de- 
sirous of  receiving  their  capitals,  as  they 
were  at  the  former  to  accept  of  the  re- 
duced annuities.  I  do,  therefore,  recur  to 
my  first  assertion,  that  we  must  proceed 
slowly  in  the  proposed  reduction,  or  lay 
on  new  taxes,  in  order  to  effect  our  pur- 
pose with  greater  facility  and  expediboa; 
for  I  repeat  it,  there  is  no  other  method 
of  getting  at  the  principal,  but  eitlier  by 
reducing  it  directly  bv  specific  paymeots 
of  the  capital,  or  by  being  able,  by  the 
rise  of  the  fund,  to  lower  the  interest 

Mr.  Hartley  rose  chiefly  to  point  out 
the  impropriety  of  anticipating  the  pro- 
duce ot  the  sinking  fund,  and  of  charging 
more  on  it  than  it  would  be  able  to  bear; 
the  manner  of  making  up  the  accounts  at 
the  Exchequer  for  the  last  year,  which 
produced  a  surplus  of  200,000^.  or  the 
total  receipt  of  one  week,  with  part  of  the 
debt  payed  in  by  the  East  India  Companyi 
havine  swelled  the  sinking  fund  madi  be- 
yond Its  natural  size.  That  therefore  the 
sum  it  was  now  rated  at,  was  considerably 
too  high.  He  next  entered  into  a  strioE 
of  observations,  relative  to  the  ill-judged 
policy  of  pushing  matters  to  extremity 
with  America,  ana  the  probability,  nay  the 
inevitable  certainty,  of  the  interference  of 
France  and  Spain ;  and  of  a  general  Euro- 
pean war,  should  the  sword  be  once  drawn 
against  our  brethren  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  He  concluded  with  draw- 
ing a  most  melancholy  picture  of  the  con- 
sequences such  an  event  must  produce, 
in  Its  operations  on  our  trade,  manufac- 
tures, finances,  public  credit,  external 
strength,  and  internal  prosperity ;  remind- 
ing the  country  gentlemen,  at  the  same 
time,  that  this  would  in  all  probability  be 
the-  last  year  they  would  even  in  tinae  of 
peace  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  Sx.  in  the 
pound  land-tax,  though  they  had  been 
prevailed  on  to  give  their  support  to  mea- 
sures so  evidently  destructive  of  thdr  own 
interest,  and  of  the  nation  at  large,  be- 
cause they  were  in  the  first  instance  to 
bear  no  part  of  the  additional  burtheoa 
such  measures  were  to  create. 

Mr.  Vyner  answered,  that  he  was  cer- 
tain the  landed  gentlemen  were  not  ac- 
tuated by  the  motives  imputed  to  than  by 
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die  hoL  gendeman;  but  purely  from  the 
apparent  necessity  of  the  measure  itself*  in 
support  of  which  they  were  ready  to  risk 
any  event,  sooner  than  forego  those  ad- 
vantages of  trade  and  riches  which  were 
insqiarably  involved  in  the  supremacy  of 
Great  Britain  over  her  colonies ;  for  were 
that  once  given  up,  the  others  would  soon 
follow.  In  support  of  such  ax^ause,  theVe- 
fore,  he  was  willing  to  pay  not  only  4«. 
but  14<#«  in  the  pound :  and  as  he  enter- 
tained not  a  single  doubt  but  we  should 
prevail  in  the  contest,  we  ought  to  oblige 
America  to  pay  the  exjpence  she  had  wan- 
tonly put  us  iOf  and  which  would  likewise 
enable  us  to  bring  back  our  quandam 
peace  establishment,  that  of  a  land-tax  of 
2f.  in  the  pound. 

Mr.  71  Towruhendf  after  condemning 
the  bad  policy  of  reducing  the  land  tax, 
from  4«.  to  Sf.  in  the  pound,  some  years 
noce,  as  one  great  means  of  retarding  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  observed 
upon  two  items,  for  which  his  lordship 
took  credit ;  one  was  ^he  sum  of  17}OOo2. 
charged  on  the  sale  of  French  prizes  in 
the  West  Indies,  the  other  a  sum  of 
SOJOOOL  said  to  be  the  produce  of  sales  of 
the  lands  in  the  ceded  islands,  which  have 
been  voted  regularly,  year  after  year, 
aoce  1771 ;  and  had  as  regularly  returned 
into  the  ways  and  means,  without  a  shil- 
ling of  them  being  actually  brought  to  the 
credit  of  public  accounts. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  one  hon»  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  delight  in  drawing  a 
gloomy  picture  of  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences of  breaking  with  America.  He 
said  the  predicted  evils  would  be  easily 
averted,  by  America  returning  to  ita  duty. 
There  had  been  an  offer  made  which 
would  at  once  obviate  all  difficulties,  if 
thej  were  sincere ;  if  not,  and  they  should 
pertiuaciouftly  refuse  terms  virtually  cor- 
respondent to  their  own  ideas,  the  ques- 
tioD  would  then  be  a  very  simple  one ; 
that  is,  whether  they  were  to  be  inde- 
pendent, or  whether  we  should  avail' our- 
selves of  those  riffhta  we  were  indubitably 
entitled  to,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  nation 
those  great  benefits  derived  from  our  trade 
and  commerce  with  that  country,  which 
must  be  for  ever  lost,  if  we  acquiesced  in 
the  unreasonable  and  unnatural  claims  it 
now  set  up.  As  to  the  hon.  gentleman's^ 
&jrs  respecting  a  breach  with  our  colonies 
hein^  productive  of  a  French  and  Spanish 
war,  his  lordship  replied,  that  the  wisdom 
and  prudence  or  the  French  minister  would 
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prevent  him,  as  a  friend  to  the  interest  of 
nis  country,  to  hassard  any  such  expert* 
ment ;  nevertheless,  France  Was  an  opu« 
lent,  powerful  nation,  abounding  in  native 
wealtn,  and  internal  strength,  and  might 
break  with  us,  either  now,  or  in  the  event 
of  an  American  civil  war,  if  she  pleased^ . 
nor  could  he  see  how  any  mode  of  stating 
an  account  of  debtor  and  creditor  on  the 
present  occasion,  could  possibly  prevent  it«  * 

Governor  Johnstone  closed  the  convert* 
Btion  by  observing,  that  though  his  lord* 
ship  was  nO  conjuror  to  eftect  miracles  by 
stating  an  account,  it  had  always  been 
customary  with  the  minister,  on  this  day» 
to  give  a  kind  of  state  of  the  nation,  both 
respecting  her  finances,  the  terms  she 
stood  on  with  foreign  powers,  and  the  oe- 
neral  posture  of  amiirs  in  Europe.  This 
mode  had  been  likewise  adopted  by  hit 
lordship  uniformly,  since  his  coming  into 
office ;  it  was  a  matter  of  the  first  conse- 
(][uence  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  na* 
tion,  as  a  means  of  preventing  public  and 
private  imposition,  by  preventing  artful 
men  from  improperly  operating  on  our 
funds.  The  reason  of  the  thing  was  at 
clear,  he  said,  as  the  custom  was  invaria* 
ble ;  and  is  it  not  for  this  very  purpose, 
said  he,  that  you  admit  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  London  this  day  into  your  gal- 
lery. Besides,  1  remember  on  the  last  oc- 
casion of  this  kind,  how  much  this  House 
was  edified,  by  the  extensive  knowledge, 
and  minute  information  given  by  the  noble 
lord,  respecting  the  political  state  of 
France,  ner  annual  revenues,  incum- 
brances, &c«  Then  it  was  poor,  weak, 
ruined,  bankrupt  France,  unable  to  lift 
her  head.  Now,  within  twelve  months, 
the  face  of  things  are  changed ;  she  ie 
rich,  powerful,  and  opulent ;  and  we  are 
told  tnat  we  have  no  other  assurance  of 
the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
not  even  for  a  day,  or  an  hour,  but  tne  wis- 
dom of  her  councils,  and  the  prudence  and 
political  discretion  of  her  ministers.  What- 
ever I  might  have  thought  of  his  lordship'a 
former  account,  I  certainly  agree  with  him 
in  the  latter ;  and  though  the  administra- 
tion in  that  country  be  not  yet  formed,  so 
as  to  act  upon  any  permanent  system,  I 
believe  as  soon  as  that  event  takes  place, 
we  may  expect  to  be  engaged  in  a  war 
with  the  two  branches  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon*;  and  I  believe,  likewise,  the  pre- 
sent approaching  breach  with  our  colo- 
nies, will  be  the  means  of  accelerating  it. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to» 
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Debate  in  t%e  Lords  on  the  Mitferd  and 
Ldunditch  Poor  BitL^  May  4.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  taking  into 
farther  consideration  the  Bill  for  the  bet- 
ter relief  and  employment  of  the  Poor 
within  the  hundreos  of  Mitford  and  Laun-  > 
ditchy  in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  counsel 
were  heard  against  the  Bill.  After  which. 
The  Earl  ^of  'Buckinghamshire  moved, 
that  the  Bill  be  committed.  Hb  lordship 
entered  into  a  general  view  of  the  poor 
laws,  made  several  remarks  on  the  great 
abuses  which  have  prevailed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  them,  and  applied  his  reasoning 
particularly  to  the  neglected  state  of  those 
parishes  and  hundrecu  meant  to  be  incor- 
porated. 

>  Lord  JVdipote  owned  the  general  prin- 
ciples laid  down,  but  denied  the  propriety 
of  the  application.  He  contended,  thepre- 
sent  Bill  could  be  countenanced  but  on 
two  grounds ;  either  for  the  better  sup- 
port and  employment  of  the  poor,  or  for 
the  relief  or  the  land-ownen  and  occu- 
piers, by  lowering  of  the  rates.  The 
first  of  these  includes  the  ease  and  happi- 
ness of  the  persons  maintained  and  em- 
ployed; the  other,  the  approbation  and 
relief  of  those  who  are  to  pay  for  their 
maintenance ;  neither  of  which  can  be  so 
much  as  pretended  in  the  present  instance ; 
for  nd  noble  lord  can  insist,  that  the  poor 
m  ffeneral  are  not  strongly  averse  to  the 
Bill,  and  that  a  great  majority  of  the  land 
occupiers,  who  are  to  pay  the  rates,  and 
an  equality  of  the  proprietors,  who  may 
be  supposed  to  be  affiscted  in  a -secondary 
degree  by  those  rates,  have  not  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  oppose  it. 

The  Duke  of  Mancfiester  observed,  that 
great  stress  had  been  laid  by  the  counsel 
who  argued  against  the  propriety  of  the 
Bill  being  sent  to  a  committee,  on  the 
clause  which  makes  it  a  capital  felony  to 
pull  down,  deface,  or  destroy  any  of  the 
fences  or  inclosures  to  be  raised  about  the 
house  or  fields  meant  to  be  erected  or  in- 
closed ;  and  had  ludicrously  supposed  the 
case  '  of  a  person  pulling  a  hedge  stake, 
breaking  a  pale,  or  committing  any  such 
trifling  trespass  as  coming  within  the  penal 

E revision  of  that  clause ;  hut  for  his  part, 
owever  he  might  admire  the  ingenuity  of 
the  learned  gentleman,  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly see  the  necessity  of  inserting  the 
word  *  maliciously,'  according  to  his  ideas ; 
because,  in  the  construction  of  all  penal 
statutes,  he  had  always  understood,  that  it 
was  the  intention,  not  the  act,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  the  Inteatioaand  the  act 


coupled  together,  tlat  constituted  the  of^ 
ence.  His  grace  was  therefore  for  permit* 
ting  the  clause  to  stand  in  ks  present  fona, 
as  a  prevention  of  any  general  or  particular 
intention  to  destroy,  sooner  than  have  it 
altered,  upon  such  slight,  remote,  and 
visionary  grounds.    . 

Lord  LytteUon  approved  of  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Bilk    The  objections  made  at 
the  bar,  that  the  poor  would  be  confined, 
and  that  confinement  was  a  real  hardship, 
and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  laws,  be 
contended,  was  a  mistake ;  for  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  though  it  might  differ  as  to  the 
mode  of  restraint,  ^ve  no  new  substantial 
power,  but  what  might  be  legally  exer« 
cised  under  the  statute  of  the  43d  Ells. 
The  other  objection,  that  confinement  was 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  laws  and 
constitution,  was  an  assertion  in  his  opi* 
nion  equally  erroneous;   for  his  lordship 
could  never  believe  that  a  qualified,  op- 
tional restraint,  designed  manifestly  for  the 
relief  of  the  person  alone  who  was  to  be 
bound  by  it,  could  be  deemed  a  hardshb 
or    punishment,  particularly  when  sadi 
restraint  grew   out  of  the  very  Act  it* 
self,   which  was  to  constitute  the  relief; 
for,  the  nature  of  mankind  is  such,  tbafi 
you  cannot  relieve  without  the  power  of 
restraining,  therefore  you  must  have  the 
power  of  doing  both  or  neither.    His  lord- 
ship then  launched  into  great  encomiami 
on  the  Act  of  the  43d  Eliz. ;  and  enume- 
rated the  various  and  important  bene6tt 
derived  from  it ;  lamenting  at  the  sametime 
the  shameful  neglect  and  abuses  which  bad 
since  been  introduced  into  the  framing  and 
executing  the  poor  laws.      He  dwelt  with 
great  energy  on  the  vast  sums  daily  wasted 
m  endless  litigations,  relative  to  the  law  of 
settlements ;  and  the  corruption,  cmdtji 
and  interested  conduct  of  parish  officen. 
There  is,  said  his  lordship,  above  three 
millions  of  money  annually  raised  in  thii 
country,  for  the  support  of  the  poor;  and 
I  solemnly  believe,  that  of  the  vast  soos 
of  money  thrown  away  in  suits  relative  to 
parish  settlements,  and  squandered  bj  the 
churchwardens    and    overseers   in  thetf 
feasts  and  revellings,  &c.  with  several  other 
species  of  misapplication  and  fraud,  not 
a  million  and  a  half  is  applied  to  the  real 
purposes    for   which  it  is  ,  granted ;  bat 
though  I  highly  approve  of  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  I  beg  4eave  to  differ  troo^  the 
noble  duke,  that  the  clause  does  as  well 
without  the  word  ^  malicious.*     I  think  a 
provision  which  enacts  and  subjets  the  of* 
fender  to  so  heavy  a  puniduneD^  ^ 
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li^faest  known  id  guf  law,  should  be  as 
cbur  and  definite  as  possible ;  and  thoogh 
we  may  well  presume  It  will  never  be  ri* 
goroosly  executed,  so  as  to  obtain  a  bad 
pQrpose>  I  must  confess  I. should  be  much 
oetter  pleased  that  the  clause  had  been 
penned  with  the  clearness  and  precision  so 
necessary  to  the  true  framing  of  all  penal 
statutes.  Neither  do  I  entirely  approve 
of  the  m^e  of  confinement  proposed  by 
the  Bill,  though  I  believe  that  connnement, 
or  a  certain  qualified  degree  of  restraint,^ 
to  be  necessary.  But  taking  the  Bill  on 
the  whole,  as  1  presume  no  alteration  can, 
coDsisteat  with  the  claims  of  the  other 
House,  be  now  made,  as  it  is  a  money 
BID,  and  approving  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bin,  as  I  ao,  in  the  light  at  least  of  a  local 
improvement  of  the  poor-laws,  as  they  now 
stand,  I  shall  give  my  hearty  assent  for 
seDdlng  it  to  a  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Hiltsborougk  Informed  tlie 
House,  that  he  had  made  the  poor  laws 
his  particular  study,  and  had  many  years 
UDce  framed  a  general  Bill  for  their  amend- 
ment and  improvement ;  but  after  he  had 
made  a  considerable  progress,  and  the  Bill 
hsTing  met  with  strong  opposition,  the  able 
man  who  at  that  time  presided  at  the  head 
(^  public  a&irs  (Mr.  Pelham)  fearing  it 
might  produce  similar  clamours  to  that 
raised  minst  the  Jew-Bill  then  recently 
repealed  advised  his  lordship  to  drop  it, 
tt  he  could  not  with  prudence  promise  it 
lus  support.    His  lordship  observed,  that 
since  that  time  he  had  remembered  several 
BiHs  rektive  to  the  poor  laws,  brought  into 
parliameiit.     Some  directed  to  remove 
some  partial  evil,  others  for  the  purpose 
of  locu  benefit,  or  convenience ;  none  of 
them,  he  feared,  answering  the  ends  pro- 
posed; for,  in  his  opinion,  the  evils,  whe- 
ther partial  or  general,  have  been  for  many 
years  in  a  state  of  progressional  increase. 
However,  in  all  remedies  of  a  local  na- 
ture, two  invariable  rules  had  been  con- 
standy  adhered  to ;  one  was,  that  the  mode 
tf  rehef  or  improvement  was  well  directed, 
M  would  probably  have  the  desired  ef- 
fect; the  other,  that  the  matter  being  of 
*  private  and  personal  nature  (the  case 
l^g  quite  otherwise  where  the  whole 
community  is  concerned)  the  persons  im- 
mediately interested  in  the  event  alone  are 
te  be  consolted.    Now,  how  does  the  pre- 
toit  Bill  come  supported  by  those  insepa- 
nble  marks,  and  inherent  qualities?  Why, 
tt  the  first  place,  guardians  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed, who,  i(  ia  presumed,  being  gen- 
^'^Bn  of  probity,  humanity,  and  inde* 


piendent  fortunes,  will  execute  the  trusts 
reposed  in  them  by  this  Bill,  with  honour 
and  fidelity.    I  allow  the  prinqiple  as  a 
mere  speculative  proposition,  to  be  an  ex* 
tremely  just  one ;  but  1  contend,  it  will  bo 
found  the  direct  contrary  in  practice*    I 
know  too  much  of  the  world  to  believe 
otherwise*    Jt  is  well  known,  thi^  nothing 
of  this  kind  was  ever  taken  up,  upon  purer 
or  more  exalted  ideas  of  humanity  and 
generosity,  than  the  appointment  of  the 
select  vestty  of  St.  Ueorge's,  Uanover<r 
square.    It  is  equally  notorious,  that  no 
trust  or  parish  regulation  was  ever  more 
faithfully  and  honourably  ei^cuted  for  a 
time;  but  what  is  the  case  now?  Why^ 
that  myself  and  several  others,  at  first 
equally  sanp;uine,   have  neglected  what 
from  our  situation  and  general  pursiiita 
we  have  found  we  could  not  possibly  at- 
tend to;  and  the  parish  of  Hanover-square 
will  in  a  few  years  fall  under  the  direction, 
though    perhaps    modified    into  another 
form,  of  the  very  same  species  of  power 
the  select  vestry  was  instituted  to  prevent* 
What  will    the  case  then  be   probably 
within  the  hundreds  of  Mitford  and  Lauo* 
ditch?    Tliat    the   gentlemen  appointed 
j^rdians,  in  execution  of  their  present 
ideas,  will  exert  themselves  in  the  manner 
we  did ;  and  that  when  the  fervor  of  re- 
formation and  improvement  abates,  things 
will  a^ain  flow  into  their  former  channeu, 
of  private  jobs,  petty  oppressions,  and  all 
the  detail  of  grievances  which  fill  up  the 
local  annals  of  almost  every  parish  in  the 
kingdom.    For  I  believe  no  person  will 
be  nardy  enough  to  assert,  that  in  an  ex* 
tent  of  country,  which  takes  in  23  miles 
in  length  and  15  in  breadth,  the  guardians 
of  the- poor,  I  mean  for  any  long  continu- 
ance, will,  in  the  winter  through  dirty 
roads  and  short  days,  do  what  the  select 
vestry  have  failed  to  execute,  even  at  their 
very  doors,  without  any  personal  inconve* 
nicnce  whatever.    As  to  the  other  gene- 
ral ground  of  the  Bill,  the  consulting  and 
taking  the  sense  of  those  who  are  to  be 
immediately  affected  by  it,  that,  I  think,  is 
a  matter  of  serious  consideration,  and 
ought  to  be  very  cautiously  attended  to. 
Parliament  should,  on  no  account,  on  ap- 
plications of  local  regulation,  countenance 
a  Bill  of  this  kind,  or  any  other  of  a  si- 
milar tendency,  without  being  fully  satis- 
fied that  such  a  clear,  decisive  majority, 
as  is  usually  deemed  sufficient  in  such 
cases,  are  fot  the  Bill.    How,  then,  does  it 
appear  in  the  instance  before  us?   One 
gentlenian,  examined  at  the  bar,  says. 
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that  there  is  such  a  majority  of  the  land- 
owners, which  18  as  flatly  contradicted; 
while  it  is  confessed  on  all  hands,  that  of 
those  who  actually  pay  the  tax,  the  land- 
occupiers,  there  is  an  mdisputed  majority 
against  the  Bill.     The  same  gentleman,  if 
I  mistake  not,  was  examined  to  prove  the 
wretched,  neglected    state    of  the  poor 
within  the  parish  in  which  he  resides. 
Now,  I  would  observe,  that  this  gentle- 
man is  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  I  would 
ask  this  House,  if,  by  the  nature  of  his 
office,  he  was  not  competent  to  correct  in 
the  first  instance,  or  remedy  upon  repre- 
sentation, the  very  evils,  the  averting  and 
removal  of  which  are  intended  by  the  Bill 
he  is  brought  to  give  his  testimony  in  sup- 
port of.    On  the  whole,  therefore,  as  the 
House  on  a  former  occasion  threw  out 
Mr.  Gilbert's  Bill,  intended  to  give  an  op- 
tional power  of  incorporation  to  every  hun- 
dred or  number  of  parishes  in  the  king- 
dom, as  the  plan,  however  plausible  and 
well  intentioned,  appears  to  me  ideal  and 
impracticable ;  and  as  the  dissentions  are 
much  too  numerous  to  warrant  the  legis- 
lative interference  of  this  House,  I  jshall 
be  against  the  Bill  going  to  a  committee. 

Lords  Townshend  and  Monfort  spoke 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  It  was  committed 
rUpon  a  division  of  58  to  S* 

L(yrd  Radnor^s  Protest  against  the 
MoTichester  Play-House  BiU.']  The  order 
bf  the  day  being  read  for  the  first  reading 
of  the  Bill,  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  li- 
cense a  Playhouse  in  the  town  of  Man- 
chester, in  .the  county  palatine  of  Lan- 
caster, and  for  the  Lords  to  be  sum- 
moned, the  Bill  was  accordingly  read 
the  first  time.  After  which  the  earl  of 
Radnor  moved  to  reject  the  Bill.  Which 
being  objected  to,  and  a  question  stated 
thereupon;  after  debate,  the  previous 
question  was  put.  Whether  the  said  ques- 
tion shall  be  now  put  ?  It  was  resolved  in 
the  negative. 

«« Dissentient. 

**  For  the  reasons  entered  in  the  Journal 
of  the  26th  of  February  1771,*  which  I 

♦  Feb.  26, 1771.  The  order  oflhe  day  being 
read,  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  licence  a  playhouse  in 
thenowu  of  Liverpool  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancaster,  and  for  the  Lords  to  be  summoned, 
the  said  Bill  was  accordingly  read  the  second 
time.  A»»d  it  lieing  propped  to  commit  the 
Bill :  the  sutue  was  olijected  to :  after  debate ; 
the  question  was  put  thereupon.  It  was  re-* 
•olred  in  the  afomali?e. 


conceive^  operate  with  at  least  e^nal  force 

against  establishing  a  theatre  in  the  towa 

Manchester :  and  because  no  arguments 


or  local  considerations  whatever  can,  ia 
my  judgment,  justify  even. the  partial  re- 
peal of  a  law  so  well  calculated  to  restnia 
dissipation  and  licentiousness,  and  to  [ffo- 
mote  the  cause  of  industry,  morality,  and 
religion,  as  every  such  repeal  directly 
tends  to  the  increase  of  those  very  efili, 
which,  in  the  late  address  of  con?ocatioD 
to  his  Majesty,  the  prelates  themael?«s 
(who  now  with  such  cocsistenor  counte- 
nance this  Bill)  observe  with  infinite  coa- 
cem,  do  at  this  time  present  a  very  glowny 
prospect  to  every  serious  and  considerate 
mind.  IUpnob." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Manchester 
Play-house  BiU.']  May  12.  Lord  Lyt- 
telton  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
second  readmg  of  the  Bill  for  enabling  hii 
Majesty  to  licence  a  Play-bouse  in  tbe 
town  of  Manchester, 

The  Bishop  of  London  declared,  M 
was  entirely  against  the  BiU  going  to  a 
committee ;  that,  however,  he  should  pot 
have  risen,  were  it  not  to  exculpate  him- 
self from  a  charge  made  against  him  aiid 
the  rest  of  his  brethren  by  a  noble  caii 
present ;  that  it  was  not  a  thing  that  fell 
merely  in  the  heat  of  debate,  it  was  do 


**  Dissentient. 

"  Because  the  argument  particularly  eDdei- 
voured  to  be  enforced  by  the  supporters  of  tfcs 
Bill,  that  established  theatres  in  country  towni 
conduce  to  the  improvement  of  the  mafali* 
the  inhabitants,  and,  in  commercial  towos,  !• 
the  advantage  of  the  trader  and  manu&ctuitft 
is  raillery  rather  than  reason,,being  falie  la 
fact,  and  notoriously  contradicted  by  experieoa. 

"  Because,  at  a  time  when  the  acknowledged 
characteristic  of  the  age  is  love  of  pleasnre  and 
dissipation,  the  weakening  a  law  fouDdedot 
the  soundest  principles  of  good  goveromfrt, 
the  necessity  of  preserving  the  morals  oflM 
individual,  for  the  happiness  of  the  conainaoayi 
is,  under  these  circumsUnces,  peculiarly  ub- 
wise,  contrary  to  the  truest  maxims  of  pobg* 
and  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  legitt* 

ture.  ... 

•*  Because,  when  we  have  a  pnnce ootflfl 
throne  whose  virtues,  whilst  they  reflect  a 
lustre  on  his  crown,  might  check  the  grotnij 
licentiousness  of  the  times,  a  Bill  which  rdsw 
the  restraints  on  the  incentives  to  ^^^ 
tends  to  corrupt  the  moral  principles  «t"V" 
subjects,  supported  as  it  is  by  noble  lorti» 
the  highest  offices  in  government,  most,  w 
effect,  counteract  his  Majesty's  bright ewitp* J 
and  lessen  its  influence  on  the  m'S^**^ / 
nfHjDle  '*  Bao»o»- 
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iloofe  eqnrrodl  expreauon  which  might 
tgdmit  of  a  double  interpretation;    the 
iinatter  he  adyerted  to  was  on  record,  fbr 
Ih  was  on  their  lordships'  Journals.     He 
iHid,  it  was  no  less  fallacious  in  point  of 
JGMty  than  injurious  to  a  body  of  men,  who 
Vere  certainly  in  titled  to  justice  in  com- 
Motk  with  the  rest  of  their  fiellow  subjects, 
fie  then  proceeded  to  inform  the  House, 
that  although  he  disapproved  of  the  Bill, 
vnd  was  of  course  from  the  beginning  re- 
solved to  vote  against  it,  he  did  not  think 
the  first  reading  the  proper  stage  to  op- 
pose it,  as  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  more 
candid  and  agreeable   to  parliamentary 
ange,  to  combat  the  Bill  on  the  second 
reading.    He  therefore,  from  the  known 
candour  of  the  noble  earl  who  had  entered 
the  protest,  as  well  as  his  love  of  justice, 
expected  that  his  lordship  would  withdraw 
it,  or  at  least  expunge  such  parts  as  may 
be  rappoeed  to  convey  to  posterity  a  most 
heavy  accusation  on  a  body  of  men  who 
were  entirely  innocent*    As  to  the  ques- 
tion itself,  whether  or  not  permission  ought 
to  be  given  to  erect  a  playhouse  at  Man- 
cbeiter,  he  had  not  a  single  doubt  of  the 
impropriety  of  granting  such  a  permission, 
in  a  great  trading  manufacturing  town ; 
hot,  he  feared  at  the  same   time,  that 
throwing  out  the  Bill  would  not  prevent 
the  evil,  as  what  w^  refused  by  parliament 
would  still  be  supported  by  conscience. 
Be  laid  there  were  many  plays  of  a  moral 
instructive  tendency,  that  where  those  re- 
presentations   were  properly  conducted, 
they  operated  to  the  improvement  of  man- 
ners; and  if  custom  had  not  determined 
odierwise,  for  his  own  part,  he  could  with 
pleasure  go  to  the  theatre  to  see  the  Eng- 
lish Roscius;    and   on  the  whole,  if  a 
theatre  was  to  be  permitted,  or  established 
by  act  of  parliament  (for  he  was  afraid 
the  evil  would  exist  in  one  form,  or  the 
other)  he  hoped  the  magistrates  in  all 
those  towns,  where  such  exhibitions  were 
permitted,  would  take   singular  care  to 
inDhibit  the  representation  of  one  particu- 
lar play  (the  Beggar's  Opera)  which,  in 
his  (minion,  tended  more  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people, 
than  all  the  other  plays  extant  in  the  Eng- 
lish language  beside :  and  should  the  ma- 
nagers  or  directors  persist,  he  trusted  that 
the  magistrates  would  vigorously  execute 
the  vagrant  laws  against  such  daring  of- 
fenders, as  persons  not  entitled  to  a  parish 
settlement. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor.    No   person    in 
this  House  wouU  be  farther  than  I  would 
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from  passmg  a  censure  upon  any  body  of 
men,  partictuarly  the  right  reverend  bench, 
for  whom  I  entertain  so  high  a  respect. 
A  short  history  of  the  transaction  will, 
however,  be  ray  best  apology  for  my  con* 
duct  relative  to  what  has  already  happen- 
ed ;  and  for  still  persisting  in  my  former 
opinion,  and  reitising  now  to  retract  it. 
While  this  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
other  House,  I  applied  to  the  most  re« 
verend  prelate  who  sits  at  the  head  df  the 
bishop's  bench,  to  the  right  reverend  pre- 
late who  just  spoke,  and  to  the  other  right 
reverend  prelate  in  whose  diocese  Man* 
Chester  is  situated.  I  informed  them 
of  my  intention  to  oppose  the  Bill ;  and 
desired  to  know  their  sentiments.  They 
answered,  they  thought  with  me  on  the 
subject;  and  were  resolved  to  gfve  it 
every  opposition  in  their  power.  Having 
notice  or  the  day  the  Bill  was  to  come  up 
from  the  Commons,  I  desired  the  first 
reading  might  be  deferred,  and  the  Lords 
summoned.  This  being  complied  with, 
how  great  was  my  astonishment,  when  I 
moved  the  rejection  on  the  first  reading, 
to  find  the  previous  question  put,  and  my* 
self  in  a  mmority  alone ;  every  one  mem* 
her  of  the  right  reverend  bench  that  was 
present  having  divided  against  me.  I  do 
therefore  appeal  toyour  lordships,  if  I  had 
not  reason  to  be  ofiended ;  and  if  any  one 
noble  lord  in  this  House  would  not  think 
himsdf  ill  treated,  if  upon  any  question 
antated  within  these  walls,  his  friends, 
after  assuring  him  of  their  support,  should 
encourage  him  to  divide  the  House,  and 
aflerwards  vote  directly  contrary  to  the 
previous  assurances  given  on  their  part  ? 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  spoke  much  in  fa*  ^ 
vour  of  the  Bill ;  said,  that  Methodism 
was  daily  gaining  ground,  particularly  in 
the  manufacturing  tt>wns ;  and  that  play- 
houses, well  regulated,  would  be  the  meana 
of  dispelling  those  gloomy  thoughts,  and 
that  melanclToly  state  of  mind  so  favour- 
able to  the  propagation  of  the  dangerous 
doctrines  embraced  by  those  sectaries. 
He  would  not  say  plays  were  therefore  at 
this  time  less  witty,  but  they  certainly 
were  less  immoral  and  indecent  than  the 
productions  of  former  periods,  and  conse- 
quently a  restrictive  hand  was  less  neces* 
sary  than  it  ever  was  before. 

Lord  Lifttdton.  The  right  reverend 
prelate  who  opened  the  debate,  though  he 
professes  his  intention  of  giving  a  negative 
to  the  Bill,  has  at  the  same  time  pleaded 
most  powerfully  in  its  favour.  He  says, 
were  our  thoitric  eshibitioxts  properly  r«f 


ji-^ 


eSS]       15  GEORGE  IIL 


IhbaU  m  the  Lards  on  Mf 


lOf 


gobtod,  they  might  senre  and  pronoie  the 
cause  of  virtue,  instead  of  hurting  it*    He 
deprecates  the  baneful  effiscts  of  one  plaj 
in  particular,  the  Beggar's  Opera:  and 
eeems  to  allow,  that  the  representation  of 
that  play  alone  is  to  be  dreaded.    I  am 
pleased   to  find,  that  the  right  reverend 
prdate  has  given  me  so  fair  an  opportunity 
df  sattsfying  him  on  that  heaa;  and  in- 
forming him,  that  the  intended  manager 
has  given  me  the  fullest  assurances,  that 
that  play  shall  never  be  exhibited  on  his 
theatre.    The  right  reverend  prelate  like* 
wise  tc^  your  lordships,Mhat  if  custom 
and  the  current  prevailing   opinions    of 
mankind  had  not  forbidden  it,  he  could 
with  pleasure  be  present  to  see  the  Eng- 
IMi  Roscius  appear  in  some  of  his  capital 
characters.    I  applaud  the  wish,  and  I  am 
aorry  to  observe,  that  nothing  but  preiu- 
dice  and  ignorance  could  lay  die  founda- 
tion of  a  dLtinction,  which  is  to  preclude 
any  set  of  men  from  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  so  pleasing,  instructive,  and  solid  an 
enterUunment.    The  right  reverend  pre- 
late endeavours  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween those  places  where  entertainments 
of  this  kind  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted ;  by  which  he  would  exclude  all 
trading  and  manufacturing  towns.    But 
here  I  must  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  him, 
and  to  draw  a  direct  contrary  conclusion ; 
for  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  place  under 
.  proper  regulation,  in  which  they  should  be 
more  encouraged,  as  people,  who  labour 
intensely,  require  a  proportionable  recrea- 
tion ;  and  the  sixpence  spent  at  a  theatre 
is  much  better  laid  out  than  at  an  ale- 
house.   It  gives  me  much  pain,  but  my 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  House  will  not 
permit  me  to  pass  over  in  silence  a  matter 
of  no  small  consequence  mentioned  in  this 
day's  debate ;  I  mean  the  protest  signed  a 
few  days  since  by  the  noble  earl  near  me, 
which,  give  me  leave  to  say,  when  pro- 
perly and  seriously  considered,  has  a  much 
more  direct  tendency  to  corrupt  the  mo- 
rals of  the  lower  orders  of  the   people, 
Ouin  idl  the  theatrical  exhibitions  ever  re- 
presented  in    this  country.     The   right 
reverend  bench,  who  are  the  |^reat  pro- 
tectors of  the  interests   of  religion,  the 
known  promoters  of  virtue  and  morality  in 
their  several  dioceses,  who  in  their  own 
persons  enforce  by   example  what  thisy 
teach  by  precept ;  who  are  the  only  set  of 
men  in  tne  Christian  worid  of  the  same 
description  that  follow  the  rigid  doctrines^ 
of  primitive  Christianity,  and  shew  them-' 
selves  the  true  disciples  of' their  Saviear 


Jteua,  (the  bishops  of  Spain,  France,  Itsly, 
and  the  rest  of  Europe  having  long  anos 
mixed  in  the  common  herd  of  ■■'■"kiiM^ 
and  thrown  off  all  distinctions  of  livinc  anl 
acting,  which  originally  connected  theia- 
selves  with  the  exercise  of  their  ssctei 
functions.}— This  very  respectable  body 
of  men,  I  say,  are  not  only  held  out  to  the 

£  resent    generation,    but    their    nancs 
ended  down  to  posterity,  as  the  encoo* 
ragers  of  vice,  immorality,  and  profane- 
ness;  and  still  the  more  to  aggravate  the 
charge,  their  own  words,  on  a  former  oe* 
casion,  are  quoted  and  contrasted  widi 
their  recent  conduct,  in  order  to  coovict 
them  of  hypocrisy,  and  surcharge  the  pic* 
ture.     This  is  the  substance  of.the  nobis 
earl's  protest.    Now,  what  will  be  the  pro- 
bable consequenoes,  as  operatins  ontfas 
people?  First,  to  increase  thatTevdliog 
spirit,  and  contempt  of  the  high  orden  of 
toe  state,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  is  si- 
ready  too  prevalent,  and  which  is  known 
to  be  so  destructive  of  all  subordinatioD, 
order   and    good  government;    and  le- 
condly,  to  persuade  mankind,  that  religioii 
and  morality   are  no  more  than  empty 
sounds  taken  up  and  echoed  for  pmenal 
interested  purposes,  when  it  is  proved  that 
the  very  protectors  and  guardians  of  both 
have  deserted  their  charge,  as  unworthy  of 
dieir  care  or  attention.    This,  my  lordi, 
will  be  the  certain  effect  of  the  noble  eari's 
protest  in  its  present  form;  and  it  isoa 
this  ground  I  now  presume  to  contend, 
that  it  is  highly  incumbent  on  his  lordship 
to  withdraw  it,  or  modify  it  in  such  a  msa- 
ner  as  to  prevent  the  manifest  evils  it  muit 
otherwise  be  productive  of.    I  know  the 
noble  lord's  candour ;  I  am  satisfied  of  hii 
love  of  truth  and  jusUce.    His  religiooi 
tenets  are  too  well  known :  indeed  his  ec* 
clesiastical,  I  should  say  his  episcopal  cha* 
racter,  for  sanctity  of  life  and  purity  of 
doctrine,  are  already  so  notorious,  that  his 
lordship  wants  no  essential  quality,  but  a 
mitre  and  a  pair  of  lawn  sleeves,  to  mako 
him  a  periect  bishop.    I  therefore  intreat 
that  his  lordship,  from  those  united  mo- 
tives, will  undeceive  the  public,  and  disa- 
buse posterity,  by  erasing  the  exception- 
able parts  of  the  protest,  or  consent  to 
withdraw  it  entirely.    The  explanation  of 
the  right  reverend  prelate,  the  sentiments 
of  the  whole  bench,  shew  beyond  question 
that  justice  rigidly  demands  what  is  now 
asked ;  for,  sure,  the  noble  lord  oouki  not 
wish  to  have  it  go  abroad  into  the  worid, 
that  the  right  reverend  bench  voted  far  the 
Bill|  when  the  fi»t  was  oo&fessedly  othcf' 
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me;  ami  tint  the  cause  of  virtue,  mo-  ' 
Utfj  and  religiooi  should  suffer  by  means 
^anj  such  misrepresentation.  On  the 
Me,  roj  fords,  1  appeal  to  the  candour 
id  justice  of  the  noble  lord :  I  trust  to 
scare  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  and 
sieve  of  truth,  that  he  will  devise  some 
ethod  to  set  this  matter  upon  a  right 
loting ;  and  I  press  him  more  earnestly 
» the  execution  of  thfs  request,  because, 
thenrise,  I  must  be  under  the  disagree- 
ide  necessity  of  moving  to  expunge  from 
our  lordship's  Journals,  wlmt  truth  will 
ot  permit  to  remain  there ;  what  is  in  its 
Mute  so  very  injurious  to  the  personal 
iMtrsder  of  so  respectable  a  part  of  this 
ioBse ;  and  finally,  what  may  be  so  de- 
tractive to  the  mdhils  of  the  people  and 

0  the  civil  and  religious  interests  of  this 
iountry. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor^  Whatever  might 
bate  been  the  intention  of  the  right  re- 
Kieod  prelate,  and  the  rest  of  his  brethren 
ptsent,  I  could  not  pretend  to  determine. 

1  foand  myself  compelled  to  act  in  a  man- 
Mr  suited  to  my  feeiinss,  and  to  the  spur 
•f  the  occasion.     A  Biu  was  offered  to  be 
Rsd  a  firrt  time,  for  establishing  a  theatre 
^  the  town  of  Manchester ;  from  the  verv 
lunote,  therefore,  that  the  division  took 
iface,  and  that  I  saw  the  members  of  the 
ifht  reverend  bench  support  the  bringing 
^  of  the  Bill,  I  was  clearlv  justified  in 
^Mking  the  distinction  on  which  my  pro- 
te  was  grounded.    The  right  reverend 
ftdate  justifies  himself  on  the  usage  of 
fb&ment ;  which  is,  to  let  a  Bill  go  to 
afint  reading,  perhaps  out  of  compliment 
|o  whatever  noble   lord  may  happen  to 
"u^g  it  in.    But  I  deny  any  such  usage, 
•I  s  rule  never  to  be  departed  from :  I  re- 
'^^Qiher  myself  many  instances  to  the  con- 
^^9  particularly  one,  in  which  the  ri^ht 
i^eread  bench  itself  took  a  very  leading 
Y^  active  part,  relative  to  the  dissenters. 

^^c<^t  a  recent  instance,  in  the  course 

the  present  session,  full  in  point,  when 

°®  was  rejected  on  the  very  day  it  was 

▼ed ;  and  I  look  upon  it  to  be  much 

•  parliamentary,  candid,  and  regular, 

^ject  a  Bin,  ^he  principle  of  which  is 

"^J  disapproved  of,  in  the  first  stage, 

«^by  permitting  it  to  go  to  a  second 

g,  entertain,  and  give  a  sanction  to 

.principle,  and  subject  the  persons  ap- 

'^  ^or  It  to  the  expences  and  fees  of 

House.    How  much  soever  the  right 

Jfend  prelate  may  talk  of  candour  and 

5?''|«.*>tary  usage,  I  am  justified  in  con- 

'^  » that  such  an  indulgence  ucrudty 


in  the  extreme,  and  that  I  shril  ahrayt 
think  it  my  duty  to  put  a  negative  on  m 
Bill,  in  a  stage  in  which  it  is  attended  with 
little  or  no  expence,  ramer  than  vote  first 
for  its  introduction  (though  fully  deter* 
mined  to  oppose  it)  and  when  it  comes  to 
be  read  a  second  time,  vote  for  its  rejec* 
tion ;  which  to  me  appears  somewhat  like 
entertaining  a  bill  or  suit  in  the  courts 
below,  upon  no  just  ground,  but  with  a 
view  to  dismiss  it  with  double  costs,  aa 
frivolous  and  vexatious. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester*  The  noble 
lord  (Lyttelton)  seems  to  establish  a  pro* 
position,  which  I  must  confess  I  am  far 
from  approving.  He  urges  the  necessity 
of  the  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  permit- 
ting such  alterations  iii  his  protest  as  may 
remove  the  censure  it  is  supposed  to  con* 
tain  on  a  certain  right  reverend  body; 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  says,  be  shall  be 
oblie[ed  to  move,  that  the  objectionable 
words,  or  passage  alluded  to,  shall  be 
erased.  I  am  far  from  approving  of  the 
whole  of  the  protest :  I  wish  sincerely  it 
had  not  been  entered,  because  it  proceeded 
from  misapprehension,  no  matter  on  which 
side ;  but  I  can  never  consent  to  have  one 
of  the  most  important  and  useful  privi- 
leges of  the  peerage  invaded,  to  answer 
any  particular  purpose,  however  urgent^ 
It  is  the  inherent,  indubitable  right  of 
every  noble  lord  in  this  House,  to  protest 
either  singly  or  in  a  body ;  and  1  take  it, 
that  this  privilege  admits  of  no  specific 
controul.  This  privilege,  it  is  true,  may 
be  abused,  or  wrongly  exercised  {  but 
what  will  be  the  probable  consequence^ 
should  your  lordships  attempt  to  establish 
a  precedent  that  would  take  this  right  of 
protesting  away  ?  That  a  majority  at  aJl 
times  may  not  only,  as  usual,  cany  every 
point  they  wish,  but  besides,  prevent  the 
minority  from  protesting;  for  reasons 
would  not  be  wanting  to  point  out  the  ne* 
cessity  of  such  a  mwe  of  proceeding.  I 
cannot  therefore  conceive,  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  devise  aey  mode,  or  form  of 
protesting,  which  might  not  with  a  little 
ingenuity  be  interpreted  to  be  injurious 
to  some  one  body  of  men  or  other.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  great  respect  I  bear 
to  the  noble  earl,  who  drew  up  the  protest^ 
and  the  high  esteem  and  reverence  I  en* 
tertain  for  the  right  reverend  body,  who 
are  immediately  affected  by  that  perform* 
ance,  induce  me  to  wish,  that  ttie  noble 
earl  himself  would  offer  some  amendment, 
or  explanative  addition,  suited  to  the 
actual  curcumstances  *  of  the  case.*  Bat 
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whether  hiB  lordship  will,  or  will  not,  I 
can  never  give  my  consent  to  have  anj 
part  of  the  records  of  parliament  ex- 
punged from  your  lordships'  Journals.  As 
to  the  Bill  itself,  I  own  myself  a  very  warm 
advocate  in  its  favour.  I  think  the  mo- 
tives  for  condemning  theatrip  representa- 
tionft,  which  formerlysubsisted,  at  present 
no  longer  eidaU  The  licentiousness  of 
the  last  century  is  wholly  banished  from 
our  theatres;  and  how  much  soever  our 
modern  playwrights  may  fall  short  of  their 
predecessors  in  point  of  wit,  humour,  and 
true  character,  they  at  least  excel  them 
in  morality.  I  will  not  even  pretend^  that 
this  turn  or  taste  of  the  town  origmated 
either  with  authors  or  managers  ;  but  this 
I  will  afom,  and  do  appeal  to  your  lord- 
•hips  for  the  truth  of  what  I  say,  that  the 
•most  moral  and  sentimental  pieces  are 
those  best  received ;  nay  more,  that  any 
glaring  violation  of  the  rules  of  propriety 
and  decorum  would  meet  with  the  marked 
displeasure  of  the  public  Besides,  were 
there  any  grounds  to  fear  that  a  certain 
fiivourite  piece,  justly  reprobated  by  the 
right  reverend  prelate,  as  pernicious  and 
destructive  to  the  last  degree,  of  the  morals 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  might  be 
exhibited  on  the  Manchester  theatre,  we 
have  the  most  full  and  specific  assurances 
to  the  contrary. 

Earl  Gower  endeavoured  to  shew,  that 
the  protest  was  drawn  up  on  misconcep- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  as  the  true  sentiments 
of  the  right  reverend  bench  were  at  pre- 
•ent  fully  known,  he  earnestly  <  recom- 
mended to  the  noble  earl  to  make  such 
alterations  as  would  correspond  with  those 
aentiments.  Hb  lordship  observed,  that 
the  protest  had  already  got  into  the  news- 
papers, that,  in  its  present  form,  it  con- 
veyed the  most  unfavourable  idea  of  the 
whole  bench  of  bishops;  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  reparation  which  justice  re- 
quired, ought  to  be  as  public  as  the  in- 
jury they  had  sustained,  which  he  knew 
DO  way  of  efiectinff  but  by  altering  the 
protest,  and  explaining  the  true  grounds 
of  the  mistake,  or  misrepresentation. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  The 
right  reverend  prelate  on  oiy  right  hand, 
has  so  fully  explained  what  I  had  to  offer 
concerning  the  protest,  that  I  have  nothing 
further  to  urge  on  that  subject.  This  I 
may  safely  add,  however,  that  the  noble 
earl  who  thought  fit  to  pass  so  heavy  a 
censure  on  this  bench,  nor  any  other  lord 
in  this  House,  could  possibly  be  more  zea- 
lous against  the  present  Bill  than  myself. 


Debate  in  the  Lards  on  the  [fiK 

I  assured  his  lordship,  at  the  tone,  of  w 
sentiments;  and  I  little  imagined,  tfai 
when  I  was  complying  with  what  I  deene 
the  uniform  mode  of  proceediog  establisfa 
ed  by  the  House,  I  was  at  the  same  tin 
laying  a  foundation  for  a  chaige  of  a  ma 
heavy  and  unprecedented  nature,  in  whic 
1  and  the  rest  of  my  brethren  were  to  b 
undeservedly  involved.  That  noble  lofd* 
own  ideas  of  justice  will,  I  doubt  Dfl( 
better  suegest  what  may  be  proper  to  on 
deceive  the  public  tl^ui  any  thing  I  coal 
possibly  ofier.  A  noble  lord  (Lytleltos 
nas  endeavoured  to  defend  the  Bill  o 
general  principles ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  h 
has  totally  failed,  as  to  thenarticulsraf 
plication  of  his  arguments,  m  support  i 
establishing  play-houses  in  great  msnolic 
turing  towns.  I  must  observe,  that  U 
reasons  are  both'  fallacioua  and  ernmeov 
for  whatever  may  be  urged  for  their  bdq 
established  here  in  London,  I  am  peifed| 
convinced  that  they  tend  to  create  idkoai 
and  all  the  train  of  evils  idleness  is  knoll 
to  be  productive  of,  among  those  who  flj 
destined  to  live  by  labour  and  industry,  j 
remember,  when  I  resided  in  thehisti 
I  had  the  care  of,  I  went  to  a  great  1 
town  (Birmingham)  to  attend  anoi 
tion;  and  having  a  curiosity  to  in 
the  manu&ctures  carrying  on  bv  a 
Taylor,  upon  examining  the  works,  I 
quired  how  many  men  he  employed; 
answered  500.  And  where  are  they  ^ 
this  a  holiday  ?  No,  says  he,  but  we 
a  phiy-house  here ;  the  men  were  at  I 
play  last  night,  and  it  is  impossible  to| 
them  to  their  business  for  two  or  ^ 
days  afler  they  have  been  there, 
noble  lord  has  asserted  another 
equally  destitute  of  foundation  or  pi 
lity.  He  supposes  that  the  labounngj 
chanic  will  spend  the  six-pence  or  "" 
he  was  wont  to  throw  away  at  the  pt 
house,  in  the  more  rational  entertsioi 
of  a  play.  Is  his  lordship  serioa%J 
would  he  attempt  to  penuade  us,  thatr 
man  who  used  to  waste  his  time  at  tbei 
house  will  return  supperless  to  bed,  ori 
rather  incur  a  double  expence,  first  atj 
play-house,  and  afterwards*  at  a  p" 
house  ?  On  the  whole,  we  do  not 
from  mere  speculation ;  exoerieoce 
already  proved  the  evil  at  rfonridii 
other  trading  towns.  I  disapprove  ' 
principle;,;  I  am  convinced  that  ia  ti 
and  manufacturing  towns  its  ei^ 
immediate  and  pernicious ;  I  am  th( 
strenuously  against  oommitting  the 
Viscount  Dudlsy*    I  live  very  oeir 
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great  manufactariDg  town  the  reverend 
prelate  speaks  of,  «nd  in  the  course  of  my 
observation  and  acquaintance  with  several 
of  the  most  eminent  traders,  could  never 
learn  that  the  least  inconvenience  was  felt 
b}  erecting  a  play  house  in  that  town.    I 
Imew  Mr.  Taylor,  the  person  his  grace 
tpeakB  of;  and  can  hardly  think  he  could 
have  ever  amassed  the  very  immense  riches 
be  did,  unless  his  men,  as  well  in  times  of 
dieatric  exhibitions  as  at  other  seasons,  were 
more  amenable  to  their  master's  orders, 
and  attended  more  constantly  to   their 
work.    As  to  the  protest  which  has  been 
•o  nmch  the  subject  of  this  day's  debate,  I 
oonfess  I  do  not  see  myself,  how  the  ex- 
pcession  of  convocation,  and  the  conduct 
•f  the  bishops  can  be  at  all  contrasted,  as 
likev  are  attempted  in  the  protest :  in  their 
adwess,  they  shew   their  abhorrence  of 
#very  thing  that  tends  to  encourage  im mo- 
tility :  and  here  they  voted  for  a  Bill  al« 
lowing  the  exhibition  of  moral  plays.     I 
do  not  think  the  observation  at  all  to  the 
purpose.    I  wish  the  noble  earl  wduld  con- 
ieot  to  withdraw,  or  suffer  such  alterations 
In  would  prevent  the  injustice  with  which 
b  18  fraught,  and  the  very  dangerous  im- 
bcessions  it  may  make  without  doors. 
[  The  Bishop  of  Bangor*    I  would  ven- 
tre to  recommend  a.  mode,  which  in  my 
Itoprehension  would  meet  with  the  ideas 
if  all  sides  of  the  House.    The  noble  earl 
bho  framed  the  protest,  it  is  cectain,  mis- 
kok  the  intentions  of  this  bench.    In  my 
kioion,  the  best  way,  without  doing  any 
lioleuce  to  the  rights  of  the  peerage  on 
|hie  hand,  or  sufteriog  misrepresentation 
Id  get  out  into  the  world  on  the  other, 
^odd  be  reciting  the  circumstances  which 
e  since  been  explained,  added  to  the 
test  in  its  present  form ;    by  which 
s  the  whole  matter  will  be  taken  to- 
er,  and  appear  in  its  genuine  form, 
out  prejudice  to  any  person  whatever. 
iThe  noble  lord  haa  admitted,  that  we  de- 
Idared  ourselves  against  the  Bill ;  would  it 
M  be  justice  to  us,  {o  insert  the  s Ae  in 
he  record,  together  with  what  we  consider 
hi  an  insinuation  of  the  contrary  ? 
!   Lord  Li/ttelton,    The  noble  earl  who 
jbew  up  the  protest  has  confirmed  himself 
t  has  fallen  from  the  right  reverend 
ch.    His  lordship  has  told  you,  that  the 
t  reverend  prelate  who  spoke  some  time 
ce,  and   two  right  reverend  prelates, 
^     red  him  they  were  against  the  Bill.    I 
4o  therefore  think  his  lordshin  bound  upon 
;^ry  motive  of  truth  and  ja#lce,  to  alter 
lii  protest,  by  inserting  that  fact,  as  well 

tvoL.  xviirj*s 


as  such  otliers  as  hiive  since  come  out, 
that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to  form  a 
true  judgment  of  the  whole  together. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor.  1  admit  with  the 
noble  lord  near  me,  (lord  Dudley)  that 
the  intended  contest  between  the  profes- 
sions and  conduct  of  the  bishops,  must 
appear  ill  supported,  to  one  who  considera 
this  Bill  as  an  encouragement  to  immora- 
lity; but  I  appeal  to  the  bishops  themselves, 
to  the  arguments  they  have  this  day  used 
against  it,  that  they  consider  it  as  I  do ; 
and  consequently  that  their  conduct  upon 
the  first  reading  was  inconsistent  with 
their  promise  to  me,  their  professions  in 
their  address,  and  their  arguments  and 
opinions  you  have  heard  this  day ;  after  all 
I  do  assure  your  lordships  that  1  find  my« 
self  extremely  embarrassed  in  what  manner 
to  act.  I  think  still,  that  I  was  strictly 
justified  in  what  I  have  done;  yet  the 
House  seem  to  be  of  another  opinion,  to 
whose  judgment,  as  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  my  own  personal  rights,  and  those  of 
the  peerage  in  general,  1  would  very  cheer- 
fully submit.  Thi^s  circumstanced,  there- 
fore, I  have  difficulties  to  encounter  on 
either  hand ;  the  only  mode  of  keeping 
clear  of  them,  which  presents  itself  at  pre- 
sent to  me,  is  to  come  to  the  Question 
directly,  and  if  the  right  r^rena  bench 
should  find  itself  in  a  minority,  they  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  protesting  against 
the  BiU,  aud  wipmg  off  the  imputation 
several  of  its  members  seem  so  sensibly  to 
feel ;  if  not,  and  that  the  Bill  should  hap- 
pen to  be  thrown  out,  in  that  event  I 
pledge  myself  to  have  the  matter  cleared 
up  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

The  Bill  was  committed  by  a  majoritj 
of  33  to  25. 

Lord  Radnor's  Protest  against  commit" 
ting  the  Manchester  Play-house  Bill,^ 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  entered  the  following 
Protest : 

*<  Dissentient. 

*'  Because  the  several  reasons  already 
entered  against  passing  Bills  of  this  nature 
have  in  this  debate  received  additional 
weight  and  force,  from  the  argument  of 
the  prelates,  and  their  unanimous  vote; 
for  though  by  refusing,  without  reason 
given,  to  divide  for  the  previous  question, 
moved  upon  the  question  of  rejection, 
afler  the  first  readmg  (which  gave  time 
for  procuring  a  petiti|n  in  favour  of  the 
Bill)  they  appeared  to  me  to  countenance 
the  bill ;  yet  as  their  lordships  have  this 
day  solemnly  avowed  in  argumentythat  they 
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had  no  such,  intention,  and  think  they 
unjustly  suffer  by  the  imputation  of  it,  it 
would  be  injurious  to  the  reverend  bench, 
as  well  as  to  the  argument,  not  to  say  I 
am  strengthened  in  my  objections  to  the 
Billy  by  their  lordships*  declarations,  of 
their  having  been  uniformly  as  well  as 
unanimously  against  iu  Radnor." 

The  Bill  passed  without  further  opposi- 
tion. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Repre" 
Mentation  and  Remonstrance  of  the  General 
Assemblj/  of  Nem  York.']  May  15.  Mr. 
Burke  said,  he  had  in  his  hand  a  paper  of 
importance.  That  it  was  from  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  the  province  of  New 
York,  a  province  which  yielded  to  no  part 
of  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  its  zeal  for 
the  prosperity  and  unity  of  the  empire, 
and  which  had  ever  contributed  as  much 
as  any,  in  its  proportion  to  the  defence 
and  wealth  of  the  whole.  That  it  was  a 
complaint,  in  the  form  of  a  Remonstrance, 
of  several* acts  of  parliament,  some  of 
which»  as  they  affirmed,  had  established 
principles,  and  others  had  made  regula- 
tions subversive  of  the  rights  of  English 
subjects.  That  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  House  would  approve  of  every  opi- 
nion contain  A  in  that  paper ;  but  as  no- 
thing could  be  more  decent  and  respectful 
than  the  whole  tenor  and  language  of  the 
Remonstrance,  a  mere  mistake  in  opinion 
upon  any  one  point,  ought  not  to  ninder 
them  from  receiving  it,  and  granting  re- 
dress on  such  other  matters  as  might  be 
f^&lly  grievous,  and  which  were  not  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  that  erroneous 
opinion.  They  never  had  before  them  ^o 
foir  an  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  unhappy  disputes  with  the  colonies  as 


so  ill  as  not  to  be  able  to  trouble  them,  if 
he  were  willing,  with  a  long  speech.  He 
had  several  times  in  th(t  session  ezpresNd 
his  sentiments  very  fully  upon  every  thing 
contained  in  that  Remonstrance;  as  for 
the  rest  it  spoke  so  strongly  for  itself,  that 
he  did  not  see  how  people  in  their  sensei 
could  refuse  at  least  the  consideration  of 
so  reasonable  and  decent  an  Addren. 
He  then  moved,  "  That  the  Represoita- 
tion  and  Remonstrance  of  the  (jenenl 
Assembly  of  the  colony  of  New  York  be 
brought  up.*^ 

Lord  North  moved,  That  the  entiy  ia 
the  Journals  of  the  House,  of  the  7tn  of 
December,  1768,  of  the  proceedingi  of 
the  House,  touching  the  Petition  of  the 
representatives  of  memen  in    assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  then  ofiered  to  be  pre* 
sented  to  the  House,  might  be  read.   He 
also  moved,  That  an  Act  made  in  the  6di 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  Ad 
for  the  better  securing  the  dependency  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions  in  America  upon, 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  firi* 
tahi,  might  be  read,  and  the  same  weivi 
read  accordingly.    He  spoke  greatly  ia  | 
favour  of   New  York,  and   said  that  to] 
would  gladly  do  every  thing  in  his  poi 
to  shew  his  regard  to  the  good  behaTiour] 
of  that  colony :  but  the  honour  of  parlia^j 
ment  reauired,  that  no  paper  shoold ' 
presented  to  that  House,  which  tended 
call  in  question  the  unlimited  rights 
parliament.     That  they  had  airewiy 
iaxed  in  very  essential  points ;  bu^  cc 
not  so  much  as  hear  or  any  thing  whi( 
tended  to  call  in  question  their  right 
taxing.    As  to  the    Quebec   duties,  hf] 
which  the  province  of  New  York  was  a&  | 
fected,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  infaffi^! 
ble,  he  confessed  they  were  not  laid  ex"| 
at  present;  and'he  conjured  them,  in  the    actly  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  he  was  vii* 


most  earnest  manner,  not  to  let  it  escape, 
as  possibly  the  like  might  never  return. 
He  thought  this  application  from  America 
so  very  desirable  to  the  House,  that  he 
could  have  m^de  no  sort  of  doubt  of  their 
entering  heartily  into  his  ideas,  if  the  no- 
ble lord  (North)  some  days  before,  in 
opening  the  budget,  had  not  gone  out  of 
his  way,  to  pass  a  panegyric  on  the  last 
parliament ;  and  in  particular  to  commend 
as  acts  of  lenity  and  mercy,  those  very 
laws,  which  the  Remonstrance  considers 
as  intolerable  grievances.  This  circuip- 
stance,  indeed,  did^omewhat  abate  the 
sanguine  hones  of  success  which  he  had 
entertained  trom  this  dutiful  procedure  of 
the  coloQj  of  New  York.    That  he  was 


ling  to  give  satisfaction  in  that  point  i 
mediately.  This  however  was  but  a  triffe 
to  the  general  objects  of  the  Reaum* 
strance.  He  then  moved  an  Amendmenl^ 
by  inserting  after  the  word  *  Bemaa* 
strance'  the  words  *  in  which  the  said  aKi 
sembly  claim  to  themselves  rights  der 
tory  to,  and  inconsistent  with,  the  I 
tive  authority  of  parliament,  as  d 
by  the  said  Acf.' 

Mr.  Cruger.  No  person  can  be  le« 
disposed  to  trouble  the  House  than  I  am; 
but  when  a  subject  so  important  and  in- 
teresting is  before  us,  I  am  confident  I 
shall  be  forgup,  though  I  intrude  on^yotf 
patience  for^Rew  minutes.  Sir,. I  papt 
ailer  peace  between  this  ^untry  ana  iK 
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eoloniei,  and  will  gladly  join  my  feeble 
voice  to  any  proposal  or  overture  that 
leads  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  dis- 
pute. Any  other  mode  of  determining 
most  ineyitably  injure  both.  The  strengw 
ud  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica hare  a  common  foundation;  they 
ataod  on  the  same  basis,  end  one  cannot 
be  shaken  without  endangering  the  other. 
It  is  therefore  the  interest  of  both  parties 
to  discover  a  disposition  to  be  reconciled, 
M  to  he  too  severe  in  marking  each 
others  errors,  to  remember  their  old 
fiieodshipy  and  calmly  and  dispassionately 
advaoce  to  a  renewal  of  confidence  for  the 
bture.  The  assembly  of  New  York  have 
yarsued  this  path ;  they  have  endeavoured 
to  put  a  truce  to  resentment  and  tumult, 
ma,  while  the  other  colonies  ( in  the  frenzy 
sf  riot,  commotion,  and  despair)  have 
aearly  annihilated  the  powers  of  tneir  le- 
pktureSf  and  rush  on  to  civil  war,  they 
ootifiiliy  submit  their  complaints  to  the 
duaeaey  of  the  mother  country. 

Sach  conduct,  Sir,  cannot  but  meet  the 
ipprobau'on  of  this  House.  The  legislai- 
tire  cannot  but  invite  subjects  thus  peace- 
Uly  to  pursue  every  legal  way  of  redress:,^ 
0D  the  contrary,  should  this  application  be' 
tttended  with  no  success,  the  colonies  will 
be  discouraged  from  such  attempts,  and 

t  assembly  of  New  York  be  driven  into 
common  stream  of  opposition,  to  es- 
Be  the  charge  of  ineffectual  and  impru- 
t  singularity.  Although  almost  every 
Aer  colony  on  the  contment  has  trans- 
hrred  the  business  of  petitioning  from 
heir  own  proper  legislature  to  a  general 
Migress,  the  province  of  New  York  has 
tntored  to  be  singular  in  reverence  and 
Mience  to  her  colonial  constitution,  and 
lai  resolutely  adhered  to  her  duty,  unin- 
benced  by  the  example  of  her  neigh- 
lonni 

Pdicy  and  justice  recommend  the  en- 
ooiagement  of  such  a  spirit  and  conduct, 
t  will  induce  others  to  copy  their  exam- 
fe;  the  citizens  of  New  York  have,  dur- 
%tbe  present  unhappy  dispute,  distln- 
PtheA  tiiemselves  by  itheir  temperate 
aodact.    If  they  meet  the  protection  and 

Konage  of  government,  they  will  be 
lated  to  pursue  the  same  path  with 
Tester  alacrity  and  firmness.  In  their 
resent  addresses  to  the  throne,  and  both 
louses  of  Parliament,  though  they  may 
Bye  extended  their  claims  and  complaints 
little  too  far,  still  let  us  make  a  generous 
Bowance  for  the  difficulty  of  their  situa- 
mx  they  oouU  not  at  this  particular 


crisis,  wholly  disregard  the  opinion  of 
their  sister  colonies,  and  indeed,  every 
lover  of  this  liberal  constitution  cannot 
but)  at  least,  forgive  the  apprehension  and 
disquietudes  of  freemen,  under  a  claim 
which  stamps  them  with  the  character  of 
slaves.  I  mean  the  claim  held  up  by  this 
country  of  binding  them,  without  the  con- 
sent or  security  of  their  own  representa- 
tives, in  all  cases  whatcver'—than  which 
there  cannot  be  a  more  complete  descrip* 
tion  of  the  most  ignoftiinious  servitude; 
and  it  is  reserved  to  distinguish  the  admi- 
nistration of  this  day — to  assign  as  a  rea- 
son for  rejecting  a  petition  from  British 
subjects  and  in  an  English  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  they  claimed  a  right  of  giving 
and  granting  their  own  money 'by  their 
own  representatives. 

And,  Sir,  as  a  refutation  of  many  unjust 
charges  alleged  against  them,  they  parti- 
cularly disclaim  Sil  intentions  and  aesire 
of  independence.  They  confess  the  ne« 
cessity  of  a  superintending  power  in  par- 
liament, and  explicitly  state  their  convic- 
tion of  its  utility  and  equity  when  exer- 
cised for  the  regulation  of  trade.  They 
look  up  to  the  legislature  for  redress; 
they  entreat  the  exertions  of  its  wisdom 
and  benevolence  to  propose  and  adopt 
some  method  to  termmate  the  present  de- 
structive dispute,  for  the  happiness  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  countries.  They 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  blessing  which 
they  have  derived  from  the  parental  state ; 
they  deeply  lament  the  interruption  of 
your  afiection,  and  hope  to  avert  your  in- 
dignation by  remonstrance  and  prayer. 
What  more  humble  would  Englishmen  ask 
from  Engluhmen  and  the  sons  of  English* 
men  ?  Permit  me  then.  Sir,  to  beseech 
the  House  not  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their 
requests ;  but  to  embrace  the  first  favour- 
able opportunity  of  bringing  them  back  to 
their  ciuty,  and  leading  them  on  to  higher 
acts  of  obedience  by  new  instances  on  our 
part,  of  mildness,  remission  and  friendship* 

Mr.  CortmaU  said  it  was  contrary  to 
every  idea  of  the  supremacy  of  parliament 
to  receive  a  paper  in  which  the  legislative 
rights  of  parliament  were  denied ;  before 
such  a  paper  could  be  brought  up,  the  De- 
claratory Act  ought  to  be  repealed :  but 
the  paper  was  not  of  that  magnitude ;  it 
was  only  from  26  individuals. 

Mr.  Jenkinson^  on  the  same  side,  urgei 
that  the  House  had  never  received  peti« 
tions  of  this  nature :  but  that  here  the 
name  of  a  petition  was  studiously  avoided, 
lest  any  thbg  like  an  obedience  to  parlia* 
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ment  should  be  acknowledged.  The  op- 
position of  the  colonies  was  not  so  much 
against  the  tax  which  gave  rise  to  the  pre- 
sent dispute,  as  to  the  whole  legislative  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  to  any  restric- 
tions of  their  trade.  He  reprobated  every 
part  of  the-  Remonstrance,  and  therefore 
was  not  for  suffering  so  disrespectful  a  pa- 
per to  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Auhrey,    Sir,  as  I  have  ventured 
to  deliver  my  sentiments  here  upon  some 
occasions,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  a  silent 
vote  upon  this ;  because  I  think  it  a  very 
critical  at  well  as  a  very  important  one. 
The  petitioners,  'tis  trvie,  who  now  apply 
to  us,  remonstrate  against  our  right  or  in- 
ternal  taxation;  but  they  acknowledge, 
with  great  decency  and  respect,  the  su- 
preme government  of  this  legislature  over 
the  whole  empire,  as  well  as  its  authority, 
to  the  utmost  extent,  to  regulate  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  colonies,  and  at  the 
same  time  they  give  us  the  strongest  as- 
surances, <*  that  they  are,  as  they  ever  have 
been,  ready  to  bear  their  full  proportion 
of  aids,  whenever  the  crown,  with  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  parliament,  may 
ma]^  such  reouisitions  as  the  public  ser- 
vice shall  call  for.''     Sir,   this    Remon- 
strance may  be  in  opposition  to  our  Decla- 
ratory Act :   but  it  is  in  defence  of  their 
customary    and    prescriptive    exemption 
from  British  taxation ;  the  loss  of  which 
exemption  will  put  them  into  the  condition 
of  slaves,  whose  all  will  depend  only  upon 
the  justice  or  generosity  of  their  masters. 
Though  I  am  ready,  Sir,  to  declare  in  the 
words  of  the  greatest  minister  this  country 
knows,  that  I  think  *<  we  have  no  right 
under  heaven  to  tax  the  Americans  with- 
out their  consent ;"  yet  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, I  will  admit  that  such  a  right  if 
we  reason  strictly  and  logically,  may  be 
made  out  partly  from  the  words  of  some 
of  their  charters,  and  partly  upon  the  na- 
ture of  sovereignty  itself;   but  whatever 
the  right  may  be,  every  one  knows  that 
till  of  late  it  was  never  exercised,  and  was 
therefore  grown  at  best  obsolete,  if  a  thing 
never  practised  can  properly  be  called  so. 
Now,  a  right  that  is  become  obsolete  is 
▼ery  near  akin   to  no  right  at  all;  and 
when  revived  is  as  offensive  as  if  it  had 
never  previously.existed.    Among  the  op- 
pressive measures  of  Charles  the  1st,  it 
was  none  of  the  least  that  he  revived  ob- 
solete claims.    Indeed  some  of  our  mo- 
dern historians  ^and  those  I  allude  to  are 
at  present  most  m  fashion)  have  reduced 
(be  whole  of  his  oppressions  to  this  deno- 


mination :  but.  Sir,  this  nation  was  in- 
censed, and  the  greater  part  rose  in  ami 
against  him  for  this  practice.  And  do  we 
wonder  that  the  Americans  are  so  little 
disposed  to  claims  that  had  laid  dormant 
so  long,  and  which  few  of  them,  if  aoj, 
had  ever  so  much  as  heard  of^-p-After 
looking  backward  to  the  origin  of  thii 
right,  let  us  now  look  forward  to  its  coo- 
sequences.  And  here  the  Americsu 
seem  equally  excusable  for  not  admitting 
a  principle  which  may  be  abused  to  their 
ruin,  and  which  is  not  unlikely  to  be  so 
abused.  Whenever  a  minister  wants  mo- 
ney for  bad  purposes,  and  finds  the  nation 
clamoVous  against  his  raising  it  at  home, 
what  so  natural  for  him  as  to  supply  hii 
wants  by  the  plunder  of  another  nation, 
whose  clamours  either  do  not  reach  him, 
or  from  their  distance  are  too  weak  to  dis- 
turb his  repose.  The  temptation.  Sir,  is 
as  great  as  the  necessities  of  roinisten  U8 
frequent;  and  both  together  will  eaiOf 
overcome  their  scruples.  I  cannot  there- 
fore tjiink  that  the  Americans  can  be  too 
tenacious  of  that  customary  privily  of 
taxing  themselves,  which  is  their  only  se- 
^curity  against  being  reduced  to  be^air 
and  famme.  And  I  shall  only  farther  add, 
that  as  long  as  government  persists  in  at- 
tempting to  tax  the  Americans  witboot 
their  consent,  so  long  shall  I  think  myself 
justified  in  taking  every  opportoni^  of 
voting  on  the  side  of  that  oppressed,  per- 
haps I  might  say,  devoted  people. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  the  right  of  parliament  to 
tax  America,  was  not  simply  denied  in 
the  Remonstrance,  but  as  coupled  with 
the  exercise  of  it.  The  exercise  was  the 
thing  complained  of,  not  the  right  itself. 
When  the  Declaratory  Act  was  passed, 
asserting  the  right  in  the  fullest  extent, 
there  were  no  tumults  in  America,  no  op- 
position to  government  in  any  part  of  tfaflt 
country :  but  when  the  right  came  to  be 
exercised  in  the  manner  we  have  seen, 
the  whole  country  was  alarmed,  and  diere 
was  an  unanimous  determination  to  <v- 
pose  it.  The  right  simpl?  is  not  regardeo ; 
It  is  the  exercise  of  it  that  is  the  object 
of  opposition.  It  is  this  exercise  (hat  has 
irritated,  and  made  almost  desperate  Mr 
veral  of  the  colonies ;  but  the  noble  loH 
^North)  chuses  to  be  consistent;  be  ii 
aetermined  to  make  them  all  mad  alike. 
The  only  province  that  was  moderate,  and 
in  which  England  had  some  friends,  he 
now  treats  with  contempt.  What  will  be 
the  consequence,  when  the  people  tf  this 
moderate  province  are  informed  of  this 
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treatmeDt  i  That  representation  which  the 
cool  and  candid  of  tnis  moderate  province 
had  framed  with  deliberation  and  caution, 
18  rejected,  is  not  saffered  to  be  presented, 
no  not  even  to  be'  read  by  the  clerk. 
When  thej  hear  this,  they.w^U  be  in- 
fbmed,  and  hereafter  be  as  distinguished 
by  their  ▼i<^ence9  as  they  have  hitherto 
been  by  their  OEioderation.    It  is  the  only 
method  they  can  take  to  regain  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  their  brethren  in  the 
other  colonies,  who  have  been  offended  at 
their  moderation.    Those  who  refused  to 
send  deputies  to  the  congress,  and  trusted 
to  parliament,  will  appear  ridicidous  in  the 
eyes  of  all  America ;  it  will  be  proved, 
that  these  who  distrusted  and  defied  par- 
liament, had  made  a  right  judgment ;  and 
those  who  relied  upon  its  moderation  and 
clemency,  had  been  mistaken  and  duped. 
The  conseauence  of  this  must  be,  that 
every  friend  the  ministers  have  in  Ame- 
rica, roust  either  abandon  them,  oir  lose  all 
credit  and  means  of  serving  them  in  fVi- 
ture. — The  noble  lord  acknowledges  the 
Quebec  duties  are  not  laid  exactly  as  they 
ought  to  be.     This  matter  is  not  intro- 
duced in  the  Remonstrance  on  account  of 
its  being  a  grievance ;  but  to  shew  how 
extremely  ignorant  the  present  minuters 
are  of  the  proper  mode  of  American  tax- 
ation.   What  is  there  to  hinder  the  people 
of  New  York  from  trading  with  the  m- 
terior  country  as  before  i  Every  thing  is 
just  the  same ;   there  are  no  troops  to 
hinder  them    passing   and   repassing  as 
usual.    Is  there  so  much  as  an  officer  to 
receive  that  duty  which  is  directed  to  be 
paid  ?  It  is  mentioned,  to  convince  you  of 
your  ignorance  in  taxing  America.    You 
nmke  an  act  of  parliament  to  raise  a  re- 
venue in  that  country,  and  yoii  not  only 
make  a  capital  blunder  in  it,  but  stumble 
at  the  threshold  of  collecting  it. 

Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that  when 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  formerly  presented  a  pe- 
tition full  of  matter,  which  the  House  did 
not  think  fit  to  enter  into,  they  did  not 
prevent  the  petition  being  brought  up ; 
but  separated    the  matter   which    they 
thought  improper,  from  that  which  they 
•^thought  ought  to  be  heard.    The  House 
^ might  make  use    of  the  same  selection 
here.    Ministers  have  long  declared,  they 
wished  for  a  dutiful  applicatlki  from  one 
of  the  colonies,  and  now  it  is  come  they 
treat  it  with  scorn  and  indignity.     He  was 
severe  on  Mr.  Cornwall's  saying  it  came 
only  from  td6  individuals,    these  26«fire 
the  whole  assembly.    When  the  question 


to  adopt  the  measures  recommended,  by 
the  congress,  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  one  only,  in  this  assembly  of  26  indi- 
viduals, the  ministers  were  in  high  spirits ; 
and  these  individuals  were  then  repre- 
sented as  aH  America. 

The  House  divided  upon  lord  North's 
amendment.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 


} 
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Y         f  Lord  Cranbonie 
*'^*  |Mr.  Gascoyne    -    - 

vT         C  Marquis  of  Granby      1  .^.r 
N^^'  iMr.  Aid.  Sawbridge     }   ^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question,  so  amended, 
being  put,  <*  That  the  said  Representa- 
tion and  Remonstrance,  in  which  the  said  ' 
assembly  claim  to  themselves  rights  dero-  - 
gatory  to,  and  inconsistent  with,  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  parliamenty^s  declared 
by  the  said  Act,  be  brought  up ;''  it  passed 
in  the  negative.     . 

The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Remoo* 
strance : 

"  The  Representation  and  Remon- 
strance of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York. 

V  To  the  honourable  the  Knights,  Citi- 
zens, and  Burgesses  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  Parliament  assembled. 

**  Impressed  with   the  warmest  senti- 
ments of  loyalty  and  aifection  to  our  most 
gracious  sovereign,  and  zealously  attached 
to  his  person,  family,   and  government, 
we,  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  the  re- 
presentatives  of   his  ancient    and   loyal 
colony  of  New  York,  behold  with   the 
deepest   concern    the  unhappy  disputes 
subsisting   between   the  mother  country 
and    her    colonies,    convinced   that   the 
grandeur  and  strength  of  the  British  em- 
pire, the  protection  and  opulence  of  his 
Majesty's  American  dominions,  and  the 
happiness  and  welfare  of  both,,  depend  es- 
sentially on  a  restoration  of  harmony  and 
affection  between  them  ;^we  feel  the  most 
ardent  desire  to  promote  a  cordial  recon- 
ciliation with  the  parent  state,  which  can 
be  rendered  permanent  and  solid  only  by 
ascertaining  the  line  of  parliamentary  au- 
thority, and  American  freedom,  on  just, 
equitable,  and  constitutional  grounds.    To 
enect  these  salutary  purposes,  and  to  re- 
present the  grievances  under  which  we 
Xj^our,  by   the  innovations  which  have 
Seen  made  in  the  constitutional  mode  of 
government  since  the  close  of  the  last  war. 
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we  shall  proceed  with,  that  firmness,  which 
becomes  the  descendants  of  Englishmen* 
and  a  people  accustomed  to  the  blessings 
of  liberty,  and  at  tlie  same  time  with  the 
deference  and  respect  which  is  due  to  this 
august  assembly,  to  shew, 

<'  That  from  the  year  1683,  till  the 
above-mentioned  period,  this  colony  has 
enjoyed  a  legislature,  consisting  of  three 
distinct  branches,  a  governor,  council, 
and  general  assembly,  under  which  p<4i- 
tical  frame  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  uniformly  exercised  the  right 
of  tneir  own  civil  government,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice  in  the  colony. 

«  It  is  thereu>re  with  inexpressible  grief 
that  we  have  of  late  years  seen  measures 
adopted  by  the  British  parliament,  sub- 
versive of  that  constitution  under  which 
the  good  people  of  this  colony  have  always 
enjoyed  the  same  rights  and  privileges  so 
highly  and  deservedly  prized  by  their 
fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain ;  a  consti- 
tution in  its  infancy  modelled  after  that  of 
the  parent  state,  in  its  growth  more  nearly 
assimilated  to  it,  and  tacitly  implied  and 
undeniably  recognized  in  the  requisitions 
made  by  the  crown,  with  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  parliament. 

*<  An  exemption  from  internal  taxation, 
and  the  exclusive  right  of  providing  for 
the  support  of  our  own  civil  government, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
colony,  we  esteem  our  undoubted  and  un- 
alienable riffhts,  as  Englishmen ;  but  while 
we  claim  these  essential  rights,  it  is  with 
equal  pletture  and  truth  we  can  declare, 
that  we  ever  have  been,  and  ever  will  be 
ready  to  bear  our  full  proportion  of  aids  to 
the  crown^  for  the  public  service,  and  to 
make  provision  for  the  necessary  purposes, 
in  as  ample  and  adequate  a  manner  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony  will  admit. 
Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  while  we 
address  ourselves  to  a  British  House  of 
Commons,  which  has  ever  been  so  sensible 
of  the  riffhts  of  the  people,  and  so  tena- 
cious of  preserving  them  from  violation, 
can  it  be  a  matter  of  surprize,  that  we 
should  feel  the  most  distressing  apprehen- 
sions from  the  act  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, declaring  their  right  to  bind  the  co- 
lonies in  all  cases  whatever  ?  A  principle 
which  has  been  actually  exercised  by  the 
statutes  made  for  the  sole  and  express 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America, 
especially  for  the  support  of  government, 
and  the  other  usual  and  ordinary  servicq^ 
q£  the  colonies. 

**  The  trial  by  jury  of  the  vicinage  in 


causes  civil  and  criminal,  arising  witluQ 
the  colony,  we  consider  as  essentnl  to  the 
security  of  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  one 
of  the  main  pillars  of  the  constitution,  sod 
therefore  view  with  horror  the  construc- 
tion of  the  statute  of  the  S5th  Henry  B^ 
as  held  up  by  the  joint  address  of  bolk 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  1769,  advinng 
his  Majesty  to  send  for  persons  guilty  a 
treasons,  and  misprisions  of  treasons,  is 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  m 
order  to  be  tried  in  England ;  and  we  sie 
equally  alarmed  at  the  late  Acts,  iffl« 
powering  his  Majesty  to  send  penooi 
guilty  of  offences  in  one  colony  to  be 
tried  in  another,  or  within  the  refllia  of 
England. 

**  When  we  consider  that  the  cognix- 
ance  of  causes  arising  on  the  land,  has  by 
the  wisdom  of  the  Ei^ush  constitution  ben 
appropriated  to  the  courts  of  common  kw, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  coo- 
fined  to  causes  purely  marine,  we  regtrd 
the  great  alterations  that  have  been  mode 
in  that  wholesome  system  of  laws,  by  ex- 
tending the  powers  of  the  courts  of  sd* 
miralty,  authorismg  the  judges'  certifictfei 
to  indemnify  the  prosecutor  from  di* 
mases  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  U^ 
givmg  them  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
the  courts  of  common  law,  and  by  thtt 
means  depriving  the  American  subject  of 
his  trial  by  a  jury,  as  destructive  to  ftee* 
dom,  and  injurious  to  our  property. 

'<  We  must  also  complaia  of  the  Act  of 
the  7th  of  George  the  Sd,  ch.  59th,  requir- 
ing the  legislature  of  this  colony  to  mske 
provision  for  the  expenoe  of  supplyiog 
troops  quartered  amongst  us,  with  the  dO' 
cessaries  prescribed  by  that,  law:  sod 
holding  up  by  any  other  act  a  su^penaoo 
of  our  legislative  powers  till  we  shoold 
have  coniplied,  as  it  would  have  indoded 
all  the  effects  of  a  tax,  and  implies  a  dii* 
trust  of  our  steadiness  to  contribute  to  the 
public  service. 

<<  Nor  in  claiming  these  essential  rigbli 
do  we  entertain  the  most  distant  desire  of 
independence  on  the  parent  kingdom ;  we 
acknowledge  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri-  ^ 
tain  necessarily  entitled  to  a  supreme  di« 
rection  and  government  over  the  whole 
empire,  for  a  wise,  powerful,  and  Isfting 
preservation  of  the  great  bond  of  onioB 
and  safety  alaong  all  the  branches;  their 
authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  co- 
lonies so  as  to  make  it  subservient  to  the 
interest  of  the  mother  countiy,  and  to 
present  its  being  injurious  totlie  other 
parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominioosi  has  eier 
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been  Ailly  recognized ;  but  an  exemption 
from  duties  on  all  arttdea  of  commerce 
which  ire  import  from  Great  Brhaln,  Ire- 
kndy  and  the  British  plantations,  or  on 
commodities  which  do  not  interfere  with 
Aeir  products  or  manufactures^  we  can 
justly  claim ;  and  always  expect  that  our 
commerce  will  be  charged  with  no  other 
than  .a  necessary  regard  to  the  trade  and 
iDterest  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
eridently  demands ;  at  the  same  time  we 
humbly  conceive,  that  the  money  arising 
from  all  duties  raised  in  this  colony  should 
be  paid  into  the  colony  treasury,  to  be 
drawn  by  requisitions  of  the  crown  to  the 
|eoeral  assembly,  for  the  security  and  de- 
leace  of  the  whole  empire. 

**  We  cannot  avoid  mentioning  among 
our  grievances  the  Act  for  prohibiting 
the  legislature  of  this  colony  from  pass- 
ing any  law  for  the;  emission  of  a  paper 
currency  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  the 
colony:  our  commerce  affords  so  small 
a  return  of  specie,  that  without  a  paper 
currency,  supported  on  the  credit  of  the 
colony,  oar  trade  and  the  change  of  the 
property  must  necessarily  decrease ;  with- 
out this  expedient  we  never  should  have 
been  able  to  comply  "with  the  requisitions 
of  the  crown  during  the  last  war,  or  to 
gnut  ready  aids  on  any  sudden  emer- 
gencies. The  credit  of  our  bills  has  ever 
been  secured  from  depreciation  by  the 
ibort  periods  limited  »for  their  duration, 
sod  sinking  them  by  taxes  raised  on  the 
peojple ;  and  the  want  of  this  power  may, 
iQ  future,  prevent  his  Majesty's  faithful 
iobjects  here  from  testifying  their  loyalty 
&nd  affection  to  our  gracious  sovereign, 
and  from  granting  such  tfids  as  may  be 
necessary  for  Uie  general  weal  and  safety 
of  the  British  empire:  nor  can  we  avoid 
remonstrating  against  this  Act,  as  an 
abridgment  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and 
s  violation  of  our  legislative  rights. 

"  We  must  also  complain  of  the  Act  of 
U)e  last  session  of  parliament,  imposing 
duties  on  certain  articles  imported  into  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  restricting  the 
Importation' of  them  ko  the  ports  of  Que- 
bec and  St.  John's  on  the  river  Sorel,  by 
jhich  the  commerce  formerly  carried  on 
07  this  colony  with  the  Indians  is  in  a 
Rfest  measure  diverted  into  another  chan- 
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pursued ;  and  by  directing  the  duties  on 
the  articles  necessary  for  that  commerce 
to  be  paid  only  at  the  above  ports,  which 
are  so  very  remote  from  this  and  the  other 
colonies,  that  the  importation  of  them  by 
those  places  will  be  attended  with  such  a 
heavy  expence  as  to  amount  to  a  total 
prohibition :  these  Acts,  in  our  opinion^ 
bear  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  people 
of  this  colony,  when  we  renect  on  the  vast 
sums  of  monev  which  have  been  expended 
by  our  legislatures  in  conciliating  the 
friendship  of  the  savages,  and  the  essential 
services  which  were  derived  to  the  Bri- 
tish arms  during  the  last  war  from  our  al- 
liance with  and  influence  over  them, 
founded  on  free  and  unrestrained  com- 
merce. We  are  at  a  loss  to  account  why 
articles  imported  fVom  the  continental  co- 
lonies, and  imported  into  the  province  of 
Quebec,  should  be  loaded  with  heavier 
duties  than  those  brought  from  the  West 
India  islands,  by  which,  while  we  are  de- 
prived of  a  most  lucrative  branch  of  com- 
merce, we  behbld  a  discrimination  made 
between  us  and  the  sugar  colonies  to  our 
prejudice,  equally  injurious  and  unmerited. 

<'  Nor  can  we  forbear  mentioning  the 
jealousies  which  have  been  excited  m  the 
colonies  by  the  extension  of^  the  limits  of 
the  provini^e  of  Quebec,.in  which  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion  has  received  such 
ample  supports. 

'*  Interested  as  we  must  consider  our- 
selves in  whatever  may  affect  our  sister 
colonies,  we  cannot  help  feeling  for  the 
distresses  ^of  our  brethren  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  from  the  open(tion  of  the 
several  acts  of  parliament  passed  relative 
to  that  province,  and  of  earnestly  remon- 
strating in  their  behcdf.  At  the  same 
time  we  also  must  express  our  disapproba- 
tion of  the  violent  measures  that  have  been 
pursued  in  some  of  the  colonies,  which' 
can  only  tend  to 'increase  our  misfortunes, 
and  to  prevent  our  obtaining  redress. 

"  We  claim  but  a  restoration  of  those 
rights  which  we  eiljoyed  by  general  con- 
sent before  the  close  of  the  last  war ;  we 
desire  no  more  than  a  continuation  of  that 
ancient  government  to  which  we  are  en« 
titled  by  the  principles  of  the  British  con* 
stitution,  and  by  which  alone  can  be  se- 
cured to  us  the  rights  of  Englishmen* 
;  as  by  the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  ^Attached  by  every  tie  of  interest  and  re- 


Jbat  province  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the 
Ohio,  by  a  statute  of  the  same  sessions,  a 
PW  extent  of  country  is  cut  off  from  this 
<^dny,  in  which  hitherto  the  most  lucra- 
tive branches  of  the  Indian  trade  were 


gard  to  the  British  nation,  and  accuse 
tomed  to  behold  with  reverence  and  re- 
spect its  excellent  form  of  government^ 
we  harbour  not  an  idea  of  diminishing  the 
power  and  grandeur  of  the  mother  coun* 
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try,  orl  lessening  the  lustre  and  dignity  of 
parliament;  our  object  is  the  happiness 
which  we  are  convinced  can  only  arise 
from  the  union  of  both  countriss.  To 
render  this  union  permanent  and  solid,  we 
esteem  it  the  undoubted  right  of  the  co* 
lonies  to  participate  of  that  constitution 
whose  direct  end  and  aim  is  the  liberty 
of  the  subject ;  fully  trusting  that  this  ho- 
nourable House  will  listen  with  attention 
to  our  complaints,  and  redress  our  griev- 
ances, by  aoopting  such  measures  as  shall 
be  found  most  conducive  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  whole  empire,  and  most 
likely  to  restore  union  and  harmony 
amongst  all  its  di^erent  branches. 
'*  By  order  of  the  General  Assembly, 


and  has  already  deeply  wounded  the  credit 
of  the  country,  and  confined  our  views  in 
trade  to  very  narrow  limits.— In  thiscnid 
state  of  apprehension  and  uncertainty,  we 
humbly  implore  your  lordships'  favourable 
interposition,  as  the  hereditary  guardiaqi 
of  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  the  said 
Act  may  be  repealed  or  amended,  and 
that  your  humble  petitioners  •  may  eojaj 
their  constitutional  rights,  privileges,  and 
franchises  heretofore  granted  to  aU  hii 
Majesty's  dutiful  subjects.  And  yoar  pe^ 
titioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  praj; 
—Quebec,  12th  Nov.  1774.'* 

Before  the  Clerk  read  the  Petition, 
Earl  Govoer  said,  he  should  be  glad  U 
til  Informed   throueh  what  channel  tbi 


**  John  Cruger,  Speaker."^  Petition  came  into  tne  noble  lord's  band^ 


<<  Assembly  Chamber,  City  of  New  York, 
«  the  25th  day  of  March  1775." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  Lord  Camden* s 
Bill  to  repeal  the  Quebec  Government  ActJ} 
May  17*  Lord  Camden  presented  the 
following  Petition. 

«  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament 
assembled. 

.  **  The  Petition  of  his  Majesty's  loyal 
and  dutiful  subjects  settled  in  the 
province  of  Quebec, 

<<  Humbly  sheweth, 
**  That  since  the  commencement  of 
civil  government  in  this  province,  your 
lordships'  humble  petitioners,  under  the 
protection  vf  English  laws  granted  us  by 
nis  sacred  Majesty's  royal  proclamation, 
bearing  date  the  7  th  day  of  October, 
which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1763, 
have  been  encouraged  to  adventure  their 
properties  in  trade,  estates,  and  agricul- 
ture, to  a  very  considerable  amount, 
thereby  rendering  the  province  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  Great  Britain :  that,  to  thieir 
Inexpressible  grief,  they  find,  by  an  act  of 
parliament  intitled,  *  An  Act  for  making 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  pcovince  of  Quebec  in  North 
America,'  they  are  deprived  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  Act  and  trial  by  juries,  are 
subjected  to  arbitrary  fines  and  imprison- 
ment, and  liable  to  be  tried,  both  m  civil 


as  he  understood  that  such  a  petition  had 
be«n  in  town  for  some  months ;  but  lui 
coming  in  a  manner  in  which  his  Majes^ 
ty's  ministers  could  take  the  desired  notioa 
of  it,  he  did  not  see  how  the  House  could 
entertain  it,  without  it  came  accompanied 
with  the  necessary  forms.  He  heard,  hs 
said,  that  a  gentleman,  no  way  conoectd^ 
with  the  province,  had  such  a  petitioo  m 
his  possession ;  but  how  the  House  couli 
be  satisfied,  that  the  Petition  now  pffB» 
sented,  was  the  Petition  of  the  persons  to 
whom  it  was  attributed,  was  not  in  )m 
power  to  determine. 

Lord  Camden  replied,  it  mattered  lef 
little  how  the  Petition  came  into  lui 
hands;  this,  however,  he  would  veotsis 
to  assure  the  House,  that  it  was  genuioe; 
and  if  their  lordships  conceived  any  suspi- 
cion that  it  was  unfairly  or  surreptitioouf 
obtained,  the  agent  oi  the  colony  (Mb 
Maseres)  would  eive  them  the  fullest  is* 
tisfaction  on  that  nead. 

The  Clerk  having  read  the  Petition, 
Lord  Camden  acquainted  the  Hoase^ 
that  the  Petition  having  been  previously 
offered  to  every  peer  in  administratioo^ 
had  at  last  been  delivered  to  himself  to 
present  to  that  House,  a  task  which  be 
had  undertaken,  not  having  those  reasooi 
that  might  have  influenced  the  lords  m 
office  to  decline  it ;  because  he  bad  uoi" 
formly,  from  principle  and  conviction,  op'^ 
posed  the  Act  which  they  had  plsnoe^ 
and  by  their  persuasive  powers  CArned 
through  the  House. 


cases  and  matters  of  a  criminal  nature,  not  i      His  lordship  then  observed,  that  afttf 
by  known  and  permanent  laws,  but  by  or-    the  fullest  examination  of  the  Actinqotf* 


dinances  and  edicts  which  the  governor 
and  council  are  empowered  to  make  void 
at  their  will  and  pleasure,  which  must  ren- 
der our  persons  and  properties  insecure^ 


tion,  he  found  it  so  thoroughly  impolitic 
pernicious,  and  incompatible  with  the  re- 
ligion and  constitution  of  our  coant7* 
t£tt  no  ameadment,  nor  any  thing  short 
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of  8  total  repeal  of  it,  would  be  sufficient. 
He  remarked  on  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
as  beiog  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  rea- 
son recited  in  it ;  and  he  concluded  that 
they  were  not  the  true  reasons  on  which 
it  was  fouudedy  that  there  must  be  other 
secret  motives  and  designs  which  had  pro- 
daced  the  measure,  and  which  coula  be 
best  discovered  by  attending  to  the  pur- 
poses the  Act  was  calculated  to  answer, 
which,  from  the  provisions  made  therein, 
appeared  to  be  no  other  than  to  prevent 
the  farther  progress  of  freedom  and  the 
Protestant  religion  in  America,  and  to  se- 
cure a  Popish  Canadian  army  to  subdue 
aod  oppress  the  Protestant  British  colonies 
of  America.  His  lordship  arranged  hts  ob- 
jections to  the  Act  under  the  three  fol- 
lowiog heads:  1,  The  extension  of  the 
limits  of  Quebec.  2,  The  establishment 
rf  Popery  there ;  and  3,  The  civil  despo- 
tism in  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  im- 
mensely extended  province  are  to  be  per- 
petually bound,  by  being  deprived  or  all 
ihare  in  the  legislative  power,  and  sub- 
;  jected  in  life,  freedom,  and  property,  to 
the  aibitrary  ordinances  of  a  governor  and 
council  appointed  by,  and  dependent  on 
!  the  crown. 

•  Under  the  first  of  these  heads  his  lord- 
itbip  proved,  that  there  could  be  no  good 
reason  for  so  extending  the  limits  of  Que- 
ikec,  as  to  make  them  comprehend  a  vast 
extent  of  country,  2,000  miles  in  length 
from  north  to  south,  and  bounded  on  the 
•est  only  by  the  South  Sea.  That  this 
^largement  could  only  be  intended  to 
extend  the  shackles  of  arbitrary  power  and 
of  Popery  over  all  the  future  settlements 
and  colonies  of  America.  That  by  draw- 
log  the  limits  of  that  province  close  along 
the  interior  settlements  of  all  the  old  £ng- 
ish  colonies,  so  as  to  prevent  their  further 
progress,  an  eternal  barrier  was  intended 
to  be  placed,  like  tlie  Chinese  wall,  against 
*he  further  extension  of  civil  liberty  and 
^  Protestant  religion.  His  lordship 
wen  animadverted  particularly  on  the  in- 
itnictions  lately  transmitted  to  general 
Carieton,  whereby  the  regulation  of  all 
mc  Indian  trade  of  North  America  is  put 
^  the  hands  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
m  of  Quebec,  and  the  other  colonies  are 
^liged,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  In- 
™»>  to  submit  to  the  laws,  not  of  the 
British  parliament,  but  of  a  despotic  un- 
constitutional legislature  in  Canada;  a 
■measure  calculated  to  produce  endless 
^tentions  and  animosities. 
Under  the  second  head  his  lordship 
[VOL.  XVII J.] 


proved,  that  the  Popish  religion,  though 
not  in  express  terms,  is  in  effect  really 
and  fully  established  in  the  province  of 
Quebec.     By  confirming  not  only  the  laity 
in  a  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  but 
the  Romish  clergy,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  their  former  tythes  and  ecclesiastical 
dues,  rights,  &c.  and   the  bishop,  (the 
Pope's  representative)  in  the  exercise  of 
all  his  spiritual  powers  and  functions,  and 
in  the  disposal  of  180  ecclesiasticnl  bene- 
fices; and  also  by  dispensing  with   the 
Oath  of  Supremacy,  whereby  every  officer 
of  government  in  that  province,  both  civil 
and  military,  even  the  governor  himself, 
may  be  of  the   Romish  religion.     And 
here  his  lordship  particularly  referred  to 
the  Act  of  the  1st  JBliz.  which  for  ever  ex- 
cludes   the   Pope    from  all  jurisdictions 
within -the  kingdom  of  England,  and  the 
dominions  thereunto  belonging,  or  which 
may,  at  any  future  time,  be  acquired  ;  and 
prescribes  an  oath  of  supremacy  to  be 
taken  through  this  kingdom   and  all  ita 
dominions.     This  Act  his  lordship  repre- 
sented as  the  great  support  and  barrier  of 
the  Protestant  religion ;  an^,  as  being  in 
its  nature  as  sacred  and  fundamental  as 
the  Act  of  Settlement,  or  even  as  Magna 
Charta  itself; — and  yet,  said  his  lordship, 
this  has  been  unnecessarily  and  wantonly 
violated  by  the  Quebec  Act,  whereby  the 
oath  which  it  prescribes  is  wholly  dispens- 
ed with  in  that  province.    His  lordship^ 
observed,   that  the  capitulation  witli  sir 
Jeffery  Amherst  promised  the  people  of 
Canada  only  a  toleration  in  the  exercise 
of  their  religion,  and  that  by  the  definite 
treaty  of  peace,  they  were  only  to  be  al- 
lowed to  «*  profess  the  worship  of  their 
religion,  according  to  the  rights  of  the 
Romish    cliurqh,    as    far    as    the    laws 
of  Great  Britain  permit;"  that  the  utmost 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  had  ex- 
pected, in  consequence  of  this,  was  a  reli- 
gious toleration,  such  as  is  allowed  to  Pro- 
testant   dissenters    in     England,   whose 
clergy  not  only  receive  no  tythes,  but  are 
exposed  to  a  train  of  penalties  from  which 
they  have   in  vain  solicited  relief.    And 
that  the  Popish  clergy  of  Quebec  were  so 
far  from  expecting  any  crant  of  tythes, 
that  they  had  not  even  asked  for  them  in 
the  course  of  more  than  tea  years,  which 
had  since  elapsed.    That  the^  were  unex- 
pected^unreasonable   bounties,    *'  quod 
nemo  Divtim  promittere  auserat."     His 
lordship  farther  observed,  that  by  thus 
clothing  Uie  Popish  clergy  with  wealth 
and  poweri  and  the  rites  of  the  Romish 

[3C] 


659]        15  6E0RG£  UI. 


Debate  on  Lord  Camden^s  Bill 


[GGO 


religion,  with  that  alluring  gplendor,  m^- 
niScence  and  pomp,  which  are  itf  chief 
supports,  an  iropolitic  insuperable  bar  was 
placed  against  the  conversion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada,  from  their  present  attach- 
ment to  the  Popish  religion,  and  their  de- 
sire of  returning  again  to  the  dominion  of 
France. 

Under  the  third  and  last  head,  his  lord- 
ship took  an  extensive  review  of  the  his- 
tory and  constitution  of  England,  as  well 
as  of  the  royal  prerogative,  in  respect  to 
new  dominions  and  conquered  countries  ; 
he  animadverted  on  the  doctrine  said  to 
have  been  delivered  by  lord  Mansfield  in 
the  cause  respecting  the  duty  of  4^  per 
cent,  levied  by  the  crown  in  Grenada,  and 
clearly  proved,  that  in  all  accessions  of 
territory  to  the  crown,  the  king  is  consti- 
tutionally entrusted,  and  reouired  to  ex- 
tend to  his  new  subjects,  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  benefit  of  a  constitution  si- 
milar to  that  of  our  own  country — that  he 
can  give  no  less  than  those  rights  and  pri- 
vileges which  by  the  common  law,  as  well 
as  by  the  Act  of  Settlement,  are  declared 
to  be  "  the  birthright  of  every  British 
subject"— that,  accordingly,  this  had  been 
invariably  done  in  every  acquisition  of 
territory  and  dominion,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  Ireland,  of  Uie  counties  pala- 
tine ^Chester  and  Durham)  of  Wales,  of 
Berwick  unon  Tweed,  of  Calais,  of  Ja- 
maica, of  New- York,  of  St.  Christopher's, 
of  Grenada,  &c.— -that  the  same  was  also 
promised  to  be  done  in  the  province  of 
Quebec ;  and  that  by  the  proclamation  of 
1763,  the  faith  of  the  crown  was  solemnly 
plighted  to  the  settlers  in  that  and  the 
othet  new  colonies,  that  their  respective 
governors  "  shall  summon  and  call  general 
assemblies  within  the  said  governments  re> 
spectively,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  is 
used  and  directed  in  those  colonies  and 
provinces, in  America,  which  are  under 
our  immediate  government;"  and,  con- 
tinues the  proclamation,  <'  we  have  also 
given  power  to  the  said  governors,  with 
the  consent  of  our  said  councils,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  so  to  be 
summoned  as  aforesaid,  to  make,  consti- 
tute, and  ordain  laws,  statutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, for  the  public  peace,  welfare,  and 
good  government  of  our  said  colonies,  and 
the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  as  near 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, &c.  and  in  tlie  mean  time,  and  until 
such  assemblies  can.  be  called  as  afore- 
said, all  persons  inhabiting  in,  or  resort- 
ing Uy  our  said  colonies,  may  confide  in 


our  royal  protection  for  the  enjoymeDt 
of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  our  realm  of 
England,"  for  which  purpose  courts  of 
justice  were  to  be  erected,  &c,  all  which, 
lord  Camden  observed,  had  been  done  and 
fulfilled  in  every  other  province,  except- 
ing that  of  Quebec,  to  which  many  set- 
tlers had  been  allured  bv  this  proclsnuh 
tion,  who,  by  a  most  disgraceful  viola- 
tion of  the  royal  faith,  were  since,  with 
the  rest  of  that  province,  subjected  to 
the  civil  laws  of  France,  and  to  the  des- 
potism of  a  governor  and  a  depeodeot 
council,  instead  of  being  allowed  an  as- 
sembly, and  laws  made  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  as  they  were  solemoly 
promised.  His  lordship  also  representei 
that  the  tyrannical  government  thus  esta- 
blished, is  considered  as  the  roost  op* 
pressive  act  of  injustice  by  all  the  Pro- 
testant, and  even  by  all  the  Popi^ 
inhabitants  of  Quebec,  except  the  Rooush 
clergy  and  French  noblesse,  who  are  wiS- 
ing  to  submit  to  a  despotic  govemmenti 
for  the  sake  of  t3rrannizing  over  the  pes* 
santry  of  Canada.  He  likewbe  observe^ 
that  the  slavery  imposed  by  the  Act  a 
question  is  so  repugnant  to  the  success  of 
commerce,  and  abhoreent  to  the  feeUogi 
of  native  British  subjects,  that  if  itbenat 
soon  repealed,  both  the  former  and  latter 
will  abandon  that  province. 

His  lordship  having  by  these,  and  masf 
other  facts  and  arguments,  proved  the  in* 
policy,  injustice,  tyranny,  and  iniquity  s( 
the  Act  in  question^  declared,  that  I 
deserved  to  be  reprobated  by  the  unaak 
roous  voice  of  parliament^  and  that  I 
would  necessarily  receive  the  censare  i 
their  lordships,  if  there  remained  ik 
smallest  regard  for  liberty  and  the  coosti- 
tutionin  one  part  of  die  House,  or  forthr 
Protestant  religion  in  the  other.  W$ 
lordship  concluded  with  oSeriog  the  ^ftl* 
lowing  Bill : 

A  Bill  to  repeal  an  Act  made  in  thelstf 
session  of  the    last   Parliament, 
tituled,  *  An  Act  for  making 
'  effectual  provision  for  the  gaif^ 

*  ment  of  the  province  of  Quebec^  1 

*  North  America.' 

**  Whereas  an  Act  was  passed  io  d 
last  session  of  the  last   parliameot, 
tituled,  *  An  Act  for  makmg  more  el 
tual  provision  for  the  government  of  tH 
province  of  Quebec,  in  North  America,*'' 

**  And  whereas  the  said  Act,  cootn 
to  the  example  of  all  former  times,  ami 
the  iiedth  of  hia  Majesty's  pi 
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issued  ia  the  year  1763^  has  established  an 
arbitrary  government  in  the  said  province  ; 

<<  And  whereas  the  said  Act,  by  per- 
mittiog  both  the  clergy  and  laity  there 
to  hola  offices  and  benefices,  without  taking 
the  oath  of  supremacy,  and  by  granting  to 
the  Popish  clergy  in  the  said  province,  the 
enjoyment  of  their  accustomed  dues  and 
rights,  has  entirely  stopped  the  growth 
BDd  propagation  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
ind  in  the  room  thereof  has  established 
the  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome  in  the 
said  province  for  ever ; 

'*  And  whereas  the  said  Act,  by  enlarg- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  said  province, 
and  making  the  legislature  thereof  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  same,  may  put  the  In- 
dian traje,  among  other  things,  under  the 
sole  management  of  that  legislature,  as  in 
truth  appears  to  be  already  done,  by  the 
iostructjons  lately  given  to  governor  Carle- 
ton,  by  which  that  trade,  wnich  had  before 
been  freely  carried  on  by  all  his  Majesty's 
wbjects  in  North  America  without  re- 
itrictioQ,  is  now  to  be  confined  to  such 
regulations  as  the  said  legislature  may 
diink  fit  to  impose  upon  it,  and  thereby 
the  rights  of  his  Majesty's  other  colonies 
unwarrantably  abridged  and  invaded ; 
ttd  by  a  like  extension  of  the  said  legisla- 
ture, the  said  other  colonies  may  come  to 
be  excluded  from  having  any  intercourse 
or  correspondence  whatsoever  with  the 
Indian  nations  of  that  vast  continent, 
without  the  leave  or  permission  of  the 
laid  legislature,  which    would  naturally 

Eve  rise  to  unnatural  divisions,  and  end- 
n  controversies  between  his  Majesty's 
nbjects  of  the  old  colonies,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  new  province  of  Quebec ; 

"May  it  therefore  please  your  most 
ttcellent  Majesty,  That  it  may  be  en- 
acted, and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
ftoit  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  tlie 
idvice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
lad  temporal  and  the  Commons  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
ttthority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after 
»e  first  day  of  May.  1776,  the  above 
inenticmed  Act,  and  the  several  matters 
^  things  therein  contained,  shall  be,  and 
Vf  and  are,  hereby  repealed  and  made  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever," 

This  Bill  being  read,  lord  Camden  ac- 

C tinted  the  House,  that  he  had  delayed 
proposed  repeal  until  the  1st  of  May 
^t,  to  the  ena  that  time  might  be  ob- 
^ed  in  the  interval  to  provide  a  better 
gm  of  goverameut  for  the  province  of 


The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  said,  he  should 
decline  entering  into  a  detailed  view  of 
the  vast  mass  of  matter  which  had  been 
travelled  over  by  the  noble  lord.  He 
made  the  same  objection  to  the  mode  of 
obtaining  the  petition,  and'  the  manner  of 
presenting  it,  as  earl  Gower  had  done. 
He  said,  that  the  petition  had  been  offered 
to  be  delivered  to  him  so  early  as  the  23rd 
or  24th  of  January  ;  but,  besides  that  his 
sentiments  were  clearly  in  favour  of  (he 
Act,  he  could  not  with  propriety  receive 
any  paper,  importing  to  be  a  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  unless  it 
came  through  the  channel  of  the  governor 
and  council.  But,  said  his  lordship,  sup- 
posing that  the  petition  had  been  fairly 
obtained,  what  does  it  literally  or  sub- 
stantially import  ?  Does  it  desire  a  repeal  ? 
Does  it  even  hint  at  any  such  thing  ?  How, 
then,  can  the  noble  and  learned  lord  come 
upon  the  ground  of  this  petition  to  par- 
liament to  desire  a  repeal,  when  the  very 
utmost  the  petitioners  themselves  look  for 
is,  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  law,  and  the  trial  by  jury  ? 
The  former  of  which  it  is  evident  they  are 
entitled  to,  by  the  laws  of  England,  and 
the  latter  they  now  enjoy  in  all  criminal 
matters.  His  lordship  then  read  the  ad- 
dress presented  to  governor  Carleton  from 
the  French  inhabitants  on  his  arrival,  and 
their  address  to  the  Kins,  wherein  they 
express  their  gratitude  to  his  Majesty,  for 
restoring  them  to  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  These,  he  insisted,  were  the 
most  indubitable  proofs,  that  the  French 
Canadians  were  made  happy  by  the 
change,  and  that  by  no  one  rule  of  good 
policy,  justice,  or  a  regard  to  public  faith,, 
could  it  be  expected  that  nearly  100,000 
peaceable  loyai  subjects'  should  be  ren« 
dered  unhappy  and  miserable,  purely  to 
gratify  the  unreasonable  reauest  of  two  or 
three  thousand  persons,  wno  wished  for 
what  was  impracticable,  and  looked  upon 
themselves  deprived  of  what  they  were 
actually  in  possession  of.  On  these 
grounds  he  moved  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  the  pre- 
sent motion  of  repeal  was  not  supported 
solely  on  the  contents  of  the  petition  now 
presented,  but  on  the  idea  that  every 
noble  lord  had  a  right  to  propose  an 
amendment,  and  move  for  a  repeal  of  any 
law  which  they  deemed  impolitic  or  op- 
pressive. His  grace  observed,  that  great 
mdustry  had  been  used  on  a  former  occa* 
sion,  and  he  made  ao  doubt  would  be 
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much  resorted  to,  and  great  stress  would 
be  laid  on  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  this 
day,  that  suppose  the  powers  vested  by 
the  Act  mighty  on  account  of  giving  the 
Canadians  some  civil  constitution »  suited 
to  the  immediate  necessity  of  the  case, 
somewhat  exceed  those  modes  of  legisla- 
tion and  government  usually  exercised 
where  no  such  necessity  exbted ;  yet  the 
acknowledged  disposition  of  tl^ose,  to 
,  whom^  this  power  was  delegated,  removed 
the  most  distant  jealousy  or  suspicion,  that 
this  trust  would  be  abused.  That  this 
maxim,  said  his  grace,  applied  directly,  is 
certainly  true  in  fact,  though  notoriously 
fallacious  in  every  other  respect  by  way 
of  argument ;  for  where  would  it  lead  us, 
but  directly  to  the  establishment  of  arbi- 
trary power  ?  I  am  confident,  there  is  not 
a  lord  in  this  House,  who  has  made  po- 
litics his  study,  or  has  taken  time  to  con- 
sider the  different  constitutions  of  govern- 
ment that  have  been  framed  and  esta- 
blished, but  will  agree  with  me,  that  the 
true  end  of  all  civil  regimen,  is  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  governed  ;  and 
that,  consequently,  the  best  government  is 
that  which  is  best  exercised.  But  I  trust 
there  is  not  a  noble  lord,  who  will  openly 
contend,  that,  because  the  person  to  whom 
the  execution  of  the  laws  is  entrusted,  pro- 
bably will  emplo}'  the  trust  thus  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  with  fidelity,  and  a 
sacred  regard  for  the  interests  of  his  peo- 
ple, that  therefore  they  should,  from  Uieir 
unbounded  confidence  in  him,  foolishly 
and  blindly  make  a  surrender  of  their 
rights  and  liberties;  thinking  his  virtues 
and  abilities  transmissible  and  hereditary 
with  his  political  office.  To  guard  against 
this  mistake,  our  constitution  was  first 
framed,  and  every  one  law  enacted  to  se- 
cure to  us  the  blessings  we  at  present  en- 
joy, is  directed  not  to  bind  good  princes, 
or  direct  wise  ones,  but  to  prevent  weak 
or  bad  men  from  abusing  tnat  trust,  ne- 
cessary, from  the  nature  of  civil  govern- 
ment, to  be  lodged  somewhere.  I  will 
even  come  more  immediately  to  the  point 
before  your  lordships,  to  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  the  governor,  who  is  charged 
with  the  execution  x)f  those  monstrous 
'arbitrary  powers  which  are  the  subject  of 
this  day's  debate.  I  do  not,  for  my  part, 
believe  there  is  a  more  worthy  or  deserving 
man  breathing.  1  know  him  well ;  I  have, 
I  may  say,  lived  with  him  for  several 
years,  and  I  am  convinced  of  his  high  in- 
tegrity and  eminent  skill  in  his  profession  ; 
but  will  it  follow,  that  because  I  know 
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general  Carleton  to  be  a  man  to  whom  I 
might  safely  trust  every  thing  I  hold  dear 
and  sacred,  that  therefore  I  must  wish  to 
trust  the  governor  of  Quebec,  be  he  whom 
he  may,  with  powers  which,  from  their 
nature,  if  exercised  at  all,  must  be  pro« 
ductive  of  oppression  and  injustice ;  and 
if  badly  exercised  by  any  fiiture  governor 
who  may  happen  to  succeed  him,  may  be 
turned  into  an  engine  of  oppression  and 
tyranny  equal  to  those  claimed  by  the 
most  absolute  despot  on  earth  ?  His  grace, 
besides  bis  general  argument,  applied  par- 
ticularly to  the  bishops  to  rise  and  explain 
themselves  on  the  article  of  religion ;  and 
whether  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  wu 
proper  that  Popery  should  be  indulged 
with  a  legislative  establishment  in  aoj 
part  of  the  British  empire  ? 

Lord  LytteUon.  My  lords ;  the  noble 
mover  has  told  your  lordships,  that  the 
Bill  which  passed  last  session  fox  esta- 
blishing- a  government  in  Canada,  was  a 
Bill,  <  abhorrent  to  the  British  constita* 
tion,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  this  House.'  I 
shall  first  put  his  lordship  in  mind,  that 
this  Bill  was  not  made  for  the  meridiao 
of  England ;  that  it  was  framed  for  the 
conquered  subjects  of  France,  consooaitt 
to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  to  the  stipula- 
tions agreed  upon  by  the  conqueror,  wfaidi 
was  part  of  the  solemn  pact,  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  covenanted  for, 
and  ratified  by  both  nations  at  the  coodo* 
sion  of  the  war :  and  then,  my  lords,  I 
will  go  a  step  further;  1  will  meet  the 
noble  lord  on  his  own  ground ;  and  viD 
uphold  that  the  general  principles  and  po- 
licy of  this  Canada  Bill  were  founded  in 
wisdom — that  the  principles  of  it,  wbidi 
his  lordship  affirms  to  be  repugnant  to 
Christianity,  emanated  from  the  gospel, 
and  are  coeval  with  tlie  religion  ofoor 
Saviour — that  they  breathe  forth  the  spiHt 
of  their  divine  master ;  for  they  are  nei- 
ther principles  of  popery,  or  ser?itudfr^ 
they  are  principles,  my  lords,  of  tolera^ 
tion,  unrestrained  by  prejudice,  and  on- 
fettered  by  absurd  and  odious  reatrictiops. 
The  inhabitants  of  Canada  were  Catholics 
before  they  were  conquered  by  Eneland, 
they  are  Catliolics  now,  but  under  the  ji>- 
risdiction  of  a  Protestant  parliament,  vA 
.under  the  cognizance  of  Protestant  bi- 
shops, who  form  a  part  of  that  parliament, 
and  who,  I  believe,  were  unanimous  ia  al- 
lowing them  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli- 
gion.— In  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  KD, 
I  cannot  but  think  it  to  be  indi^utaU; 
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excellent,  because  it  tends,  by  the  benefi- 
cence of  its  aspect,  to  remove  those  rooted 
prejudices,  which  are  carefully  instilled 
into  the  minds  of  dl  the  subjects  of  France, 
agatnst  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 
England. 

This  Bill,  my  lords,  has  more  effectually 
opened  their  eyes,  than  the  perusal  of  all 
our  statute  books ;  it  has  given  them,  with 
the  mild  code  of  our  criminal  law,  a  share 
of  those  blessings  which  we  derive  from 
freedom ;  it  has  abolished  the  torture*;  it 
has  raised  the  people  from  the  oppression 
and  tyranny  under  which  they  crawled," 
and  has  perpetuated  in  their  hearts  that 
doniioion,  which  has  so  recently  been  ac- 
quired by  our  arms.  But,  says  the  noble 
lord,  (and  here  he  seems  to  press  on 
triumphantly  his  arguments)  you  have,  by 
this  Bill,  anected  the  interests  of  com- 
merce, those  interests  that  ought  to  be 
most  dear  to  Great  Britain :  they  ought 
to  be  so  indeed,  my  lords ;  and  so  far  are 
Aose  interests  from  being  hurt,  that  it  has 
been  the  chief  purpose  of  the  Bill  to  im- 
prove them:  they  have  flourished  under 
It,  even  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tation ;  for,  my  lords,  since  the  Non-Im- 
portation Agreement  has  been  entered 
into  by  all  the  other  provinces  df  Ame- 
rica, who  but  the  Canadians  have  opened 
a  channel  for  British  manufactures  ?  Who 
but  the  Canadians  have  kept  alive  your 
drooping  commerce,  by  taking  prodigious 

guantities  of  goods  from  England,  which 
y  their  spirit  and  diligence  have,  not- 
withstanding the  unlawful  combinations  of 
the  Americans,  penetrated  and  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  continent?  Notwith- 
itandiog  the  factious  resolutions  of  the  as- 
•emblies;  notwithstanding  the  inflexible 
enmity  of  the  congress,  the  Canadians 
have  opened  a  way  fLi*  the  English  trader: 
by  thenr  means  he  has  found  a  passage  into 
America  for  his  various  sorts  of  merchan- 
£ze ;  they  have  been  carried  into  all  the 
provinces ;  they  have  even  crossed  over 
the  peninsula  of  Boston.  These,  my 
lords,  these  are  the  consequences  you 
have  derived  from  this  Canada  Bill ;  re- 
probated, indeed,  by  the  noble  lord,  but 
most  cordially  received  by  the  loyal  Cana- 
dians, who  take  every  occasion  to  shew 
how  sensible  they  are  of  its  utility,  and 
how  desirous  of  testifying  their  gratitude. 
.  But  the  noble  and  learned  lord  has  not 
confined  his  opposition  to  the  general 
princinles  and  policy  of  this  Act :  he  has, 
with  the  designing  subtlety  of  a  lawyer, 
attacked  the  law  part  of  the  Bill :  he  has 


told  your  lordships,  that  the  intention  of 
it  was  to  throw  an  unlimited  power  into 
the  hands  of  the  crown ;  that  the  design 
was  manifest,  because  they  were' denied  the 
Habeas  Corpus :  he  has  assured  you,  that 
by  excepting  the  Canadians  from  the  sa- 
lutary influence  of  this  excellent  provision 
made  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  you 
have  altered  the  tenor  of  that  wholesome 
policy,  which  has  always  induced,  and  by 
law  should  always  compel  Great  Britain  to 
give  to  all  conquered  countries  the  full 
and  perfect  system  of  English  freedom  in 
return  for  their  allegiance.  The  noble 
lord  has  instanced  the  case  of  Jamaica,  of 
Barbadoes;  but,  above  all,  of  Ireland. 
Has  the  noble  lord  forgot  then  that'  Ire- 
land, though  in  possession  of  the  criminal 
law  of  England,  has  not  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act?  That  Act,  which  is  a  special 
privilege  monopolized  by  Great  Britain,  is 
not  even  extended  to  Ireland ;  but  Ireland 
has  what  is  in  fact  equivalent  to  it,  and  so 
has  Canada.  Would  the  noble  lord  then 
desire,  that  those  new  conquered  subjects 
of  England,  against  whom  he  shews  such 
strong  and  irreconcilable  hatred,  should 
be  indulged  with  a  privilege  which  even 
liberty  herself  seems  to  be  jealous  of,  and 
which  has  hitherto  been  denied  to  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  Ireland  ?  My  lords, 
he  does  desire  it ;  he  would  do  any  thing 
to  answer  bis  purpose— to  increase  the 
storm— -to  perplex,  to  distress  administra- 
tion. Animated  by  these  views,  I  am  not 
surprised,  that  he  hates  the  nobility  of 
every  country ;  they  stand  in  his  way. 
He  would  rub  them  out  of  his  system  of 
government.  He  has  told  your  lordships 
that  it  is  the  noblesse,  and  the  priests  of 
Canada,  that  are  only  benefited  by  this 
Bill ;  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
province,  if  both  prelates  and  nobility  were 
whipt  out  of  it :  these  are  his  lordship's 
sentiments ;  republican  sentiments,  ray 
lords,  which  with  less  impropriety  might 
have  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  factious 
burgher  of  Geneva,  but  which  are  foreign 
from  the  genius  of  the  British  constitution. 
He  concluded  with  calling  upon  adminis- 
tration to  know  what  the  Spaniards  wer§ 
about,  affirming  that  the  great  armament 
fitting  out  in  the  Spanish  ports  could  not 
be  intended  against  the  Moors. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  rcfplied  to  the  f^ 
charges  of  faction  thrown  out  by  the  last 
noble  lord  on  opposition  in  general.    He 
said,  he  often  happened  to  differ  from  ad-   \ 
ministration ;  but  he  had  never  till  that 
day  beard  such  difference  of  opinion  di« 
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rectly  imputed  as  a  crime,  or  branded  with 
an  indecent  and  ill-founded  epithet. 

The  Earl  of  Rochford.  As  far  as  it 
may  be  consistent  with  the  nature  of  my 
office,  I  will  inform  the  House  of  what  I 
knoMT  concerning  the  armament  the  noble 
lord  speaks  of.  By  the  best  accounts  I 
have  been  able  to  collect,  the  armament 
'  consists  of  no  more  than  12  or  IS  men  of 
war  of  the  line  at  most ;  what  the  inferior 
vessels  of  force,  or  the  number  ^f  frigates 
may  be,  I  cannot  precisely  say.  I  under- 
stand, the  land  forces,  so  far  from  being 
prepared  to  get  aboard  the  transports,  at 
a  short  warning,  though  they  may  amount 
to  about  30,0CX)  men,  are  composed  partly 
of  cavalry  and  guards,  which  can  never 
be  meant  for  a  naval  expedition.  What- 
ever suspicions  such  appearances  may 
create,  I  am  to  inform  your  lordships,  that 
our  minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid  has 
been  instructed  to  press  for  explanations, 
and  has  received  the  strongest  assurances, 
that  nothing  was  intended  against  Great 
Britain  or  her  allies.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
have  any  great  reliance  on  assurances  in 
general ;  but  yet  ridiculous  as  it  may  ap- 
pear to  us,  that  the  Spaniards  should  mcur 
so  immense  an  expence,  in  preparations 
for  chastising  the  Moors ;  when  their  po- 
licy and  religion  are  considered,  and  that 
the  Moorish  war  is  taken  up  on  conscien- 
tious notions  of  religion,  our  wonder  will 
in  a  great  measure  cease.  Besides,  there 
are  many  other  motives  which  might  pro- 
bably induce  Spain  to  arm  at  this  time, 
without  having  any  hostile  intentions 
against  this  country.  Sicily  is  disturbed 
by  civil  commotion,  and  threatened  with 
latent  discontents,  which  hb  Catholic  ma- 
jesty feels  for,  almost  as  much  as  if  they 
were  in  his  own  kingdom.  A  kind  of  war 
actually  subsists  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal in  the  Brazils.  There  is  a  revolt  in 
Mexico,  and  the  total  silence  of  the  con- 
suls and  the  merchants,  whose  business 
it  is  to  give  information,  join  to  strengdien 
me  in  the  same  opinion.  The  Portuguese 
envoy  at  this  court  seems  perfectly  undis- 
turbed, and  free  from  apprehensions  of 
any  invasion  of  his  country ;  and  that  if 
)ie  should  be  mistaken,  and  that  those  ar- 
maments are  actually  intended  against 
Portugal,  I  shall,  forjny  part,  think  Great 
Britain  as  much  interested  in  the  event, 
as  if  part  of  her  own  dominions  were  ac- 
tually attacked. 

The  Earl  of  Bristol.  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt,  my  lords,  biit  the  Spaniards 
bave  a  very  powerful  naval  armament  in 


f*eat  forwardness  for  the  sea;  andthoogh 
cannot  think,  from  the  tonnage  and  con- 
struction of  the  transports,  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  convey  troops  beyond  the  ocean, 
yet  I  must  confess,  Britain,  however  con- 
scious she  may  be  of  her  naval  superiority, 
has  just  'reason  to  be  seriously  alarmei 
The  noble  earl  speaks  of  insurrections  in 
Mexico,  of  a  kind  of  war  at  present  sub- 
sisting between  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic 
majesty  and  the  Portuguese  in  the  Brazilg; 
and  how  deeply  his  Catholic  majesty  con- 
cerns himself  in  the  latent  discontents 
which  threaten  to  disturb  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily.    I  need  not  repeat  again,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  this  armament  can  never  be 
intended  to  cross  the  ocean ;  neither  do  I 
think,  if  the  transport  service  were  calcu- 
lated for  that  purpose,  would  it  be  at  all 
necessary  to  collect  such  a  strong  miti- 
tary  force,  so  near  the  water-side ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  differ  from  his  lordship,  when 
he  supposes  they  are  scattered  through 
the  different  provinces  in  cantonments; 
for  if  I  be  not  misinformed,  though  tkf 
are  not  perhaps  just  ready  to  embark,  they 
are  nevertheless  stationed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  drawn  together  at  aveiy^ort 
warning.    In  such  a  state  of  uncertaint^f, 
if  intended  at  all  for  actual  service,  it 
may  be  asked,  whither  are  they  destined? 
For  my  part,  if  I  were  to  hazard  a  con- 
jecture, I  should  be  inclined  to  imagine 
for  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  Lisbon,  or 
Gibraltar ;  and  the  more  so,  against  either 
of  the  two  latter,  for  the  very  reason  the 
noble  earl  in  office  has  assigned,  that  the 
land  forces  consisted  in  a  good  measure  of 
cavalry,  and  the  Spanish  and  Walloon 

guards,  who  never  serve  out  of  the  kinz- 
om,  but  who  might,  very  consistenuy 
with  their  usual  designation,  either  co- 
operate with  a  fleet  in  attacking  Lisbon  or 
Gibraltar.  Every  noble  lord  in  this 
House,  by  consulting  the  situation  oi  the 
rendezvous,  and  its  vicinity  to  Gibralur, 
may  readily  conclude  with  what  facilitj 
the  fleet  and  transports  might  turn  down 
into  Gibraltar  bay.  It  is  true,  that 
Gibraltar  is  almost  invulnerable  on  the 
land  side,  and  that  very  strong  defences 
and  additional  works  have  been  within  the 
three  or  four  last  years  erected  towards  the 
sea.  Yet,  how  much  soever  I  may  be  in- 
clined to  depend  on  the  bravery  of  the 
troops,  and  the  ability  of  the  officers  m 
superior  command,  I  would  feel  very  sen* 
sibly  for  the  fate  of  that  fortress,  if  at- 
tacked, and  if  not  quickly  relieved  by 
naval  succours  from  l^ngland.    I  am  cer- 
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taiDi  before  those  additional  works  were 
raised,  it  could  not  hold  out  agaiost  a 
fleet  (Mf  17  ships  of  the  line  a  single  day ; 
and  even  now  it  is  possible  it  would  be 
obliged  to  submit  id  a  week^  though  it 
might  hold  out  much  longer.  A  great 
ded  will  however  depend,  should  such  a 
disagreeable  event  take  place,  on  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  navy.  If  we  have  a  force 
equal,  or  superior  to  theirs,  ready  at  a 
short  notice,  it  is  probable,  the  gallantry 
of  the  troops  might  be  able  to  baffle  every 
attempt  of  the  assailants,  till  succours 
should  arrive.  The  noble  earl,  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  who  has,  much  to 
his  honour,  done  more  than  any  man  who 
hai  presided  at  that  board  for  upwards  of 
a  century,  can  inform  the  House,  whether 
or  not  a  sufficient  naval  force  could  be 
made  ready,  so  as  to  answer  the  necessity 
of  80  critical  an  emergency- 
Lord  LvtteUon,  I  did  not  press  the 
noble  earl  m  office  to  betray  the  secrets  of 
it,  nor  divulge  matters  of  state ;  I  wished 
only  to  give  his  Majesty's  ministers,  if 
they  thought  proper,  an  opportunitjr  of 
averting  part  of  the  censure  which  might 
be  undeservedly  thrown  on  them,  in  case 
an  unexpected  blow  should  happen  to  be 
strock,  and  prevent  the  fraud  and  impo- 
ntion  the  pe^le  might  be  liable  to  from  a 
few  among  them,  perhaps,  who  might  have 
better  or  earlier  intelligence  than  the  rest. 
I  have,  it  is  true,  no  great  opinion  of 
Spanish  politics,  yet  I  must  abide  by  mv 
rormer  assertion,  that  I  am  convinceo, 
k)frever  conscientious  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty maj  be  and  desirous  of  propagating 
the  Christian  faith,  and  extirpating  the 
enemies  of  the  cross,  his  majesty,  much 
less  his  ministers,  would  never  put  the  na- 
tion  to  the  enormous  expence  of  the  pre- 
sent armament,  merely  to  make  proselytes 
iQ  the  wilds  and  desarts  of  Africa.  The 
Spanish  cabinet  is  composed,  like  those  of 
other  princes,  of  men  of  different  abilities 
ana  dispositions ;  and  business  is  transact- 
^  in  it,  as  it  is  in  all  others,  where  there  is 
Bo  prime  minister,  by  a  plurality  of  voices. 
I  can  never  therefore,  be  persuaded  to 
think,  that  a  majority  of  men,  trained  up 
^  public  business,  could  ever  be  led  to 
>doDt  so  preposterous  a  measure.  The 
i^le  earl  in  office  seems  to  place  too 
Sf^  a  reliance  on  the  positive  assurances 
given  by  the  Spanbh  court;  and  I  will 
^your  lordships  why  I  think  so.  It  is 
because  I  am  well  informed ;  I  know  it  to 
he  the  current  language  of  the  several 
Baches  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  that 


they  do  not  look  upon  themselves  bound 
to  give  us  any  previous  information  of 
their  hostile  intentions,  either  by  declara- 
tion of  war  or  otherwise,  on  account  of  our 
capture  of  the  French  ships  before  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  On  the 
whole,  the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last  has 
put  the  matter  upon  the  clearest  and  most 
incontrovertible  footing,  not  upon  ,the 
faith  of  Spanish  assurance,  or  their  ideas 
of  political  justice  or  injustice,  but  on  what 
are  our  powers  of  immediate  resistance, 
should  such  an  attempt  be  made.  I  do 
therefore  call  upon  the  noble  earl  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  to  inform  the  House 
what  force  we  have  immediately  readv  to 
put  to  sea,  should  the  first  accounts  from 
that  quarter  bring  us  intelligence,  that 
Gibraltar  was  attacked  by  a  Spanish  fleet. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last,  has  called  upon  me  par- 
ticularly to  come  to  certain  explanations, 
which  I  do  not  by  any  means  think  my- 
self obliged  to  g^ve,  nor  his  lordship  au- 
thorised to  ask.  However,  as  the  main 
part  of  his  enquiry  depends  upon  facts  al- 
ready sufficiently  public,  I  can  with  pro- 
priety tell  his  lordship,  that  we  have  17 
sail  of  the  line  fit  for  immediate  service ; 
that  the  number  of  men  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  ships  to  their  full  complement  is 
not  more  than  4',500;  that  by  issuing 
press-warrants  they  might  be  readily  pro- 
cured in  a  week ;  and  that  the  whole  ar- 
mament would  be  ready  to  proceed  to  sea 
within  ten  days.  In  a  very  little  time  we 
shall  have  80  men  of  war  of  the  line,  with 
all  the  necessary  stores  for  their  equip- 
ment, ready,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  be 
drawn  out  into  actual  service ;  which  is  a 
force  superior  to  any  the  united  effi^rts  of 
our  enemies  can  possibly  bring  against  us. 

The  Earl  of  Bristol.  The  noble  earl 
has  told  us,  that  we  have  17  sail  of  the 
line  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  at  a  few  days 
notice:  but  1  should  be  clad  to  know, 
in  the  event  of  Gibraltar  being  attacked 
with  such  a  fleet  as  has  been  this  day 
mentioned,  whether  his  lordship  is  of  opi- 
nion it  would  be  prudent  to  send  the  whole 
force  he  speaks  of  to  the  immediate  relief 
of  that  fortres8.K 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  can  hardier 
think  myself  enabled,  from  my  official  si- 
tuation, to  answer  the  noble  earl's  ques- 
tion. That  is  a  matter  of  state,  not,  in  my 
opinion,  at  all  connected  with  the  imme- 
diate business  of  my  department  If  I  was 
ordered  to  comply  with  such  a  requisition, 
I  must  certainly  obey  it,  whatever  might 
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be  my  own  private  opinion,  my  sentiments 
in  this  House,  or  the  arguments  I  might 
use  elsewhere,  when  it  came  under  delibe- 
ration as  a  matter  of  state.  For  instance, 
if  1  received  directions  to  order  out  half 
the  number,  or  the  whole,  or  keep  the 
fleet  at  home  to  defend  our  own  coasts, 
the  question  would  not  turn  on  what  I, 
in  my  official  capacity,  wished  to  do ;  but 
what  the  majority  of  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vants had  really  decided.  As  to  the  force 
and  the  facility  of  sending  it  to  sea,  I  need 
only  appeal  to  the  noble  earl  himself^  to 
whom,  m  a  great  measure,  the  nation  is 
obliged  for  that  arrangement.  When  his 
lordship  sat  as  a  member  at  the  board  at 
which  I  have  the  honpur  to  preside,  I 
stood  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  assist- 
ance  in  effectuating  the  plan,  by  which  we 
are  enabled,  at  all  times,  to  have  a  fleet 
ready  to  put  to  sea  on  a  few  days  notice, 
by  converting  the  guardships,  which  for- 
merly were  almost  totally  useless,  into 
vessels  fit  for  immediate  service;  and 
though  still  I  have  his  private  assistance, 
I  must  confess  I  have  great  reason  to  re- 
gret his  absence  from  that  board. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ^  in  an- 
swer to  what  had  fallen  from  the  two  noble 
duices,  and  the  noble  lord  who  presented 
the  Bill,  observed,  that  so  far  from  the 
Protestant  religion  being  totally  neglected 
at  Quebec,  four  clergymen  of  the  church 
of  England'  were  actually  established  in 
that  province,  with  a  stipend  of  200/.  per 
annum  each;  that  more  would  be  ap- 
pointed, as  soon  as  the  necessity  of  the 
.  case,  or  an  increase  of  population,  should 
retjuire  it ;  a^d  denied  tliat  the  Popish  re- 
ligion was  established  in  Canada,  or  that  it 
was  possible  for  parliament  to  have  acted 
otherwise,  consistent  with  the  faith  of  the 
capitulation,  or  the  terms  of  the  definitive 
treaty. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume.  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  presume  to  trouble  your 
lordships  on  a  subject  which  has  been  so 
ably  and  fully  discussed  by  so  many  noble 
lords,  much  better  informed  and  capable 
to  decide  on  it.  I  cannot,  however,  be 
so  entirely  wanting  in  my  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  to  pass  over  in  total 
silence  some  things  which  have  fallen  in 
the  course  of  this  day's  debate.  A  noble 
lord  who  spoke  early,  has  said,  that  there 
are  some  present  who  regret  the  absence 
of  a  certain  noble  lord  from  his  place  (tlie 
earl  of  Chatham).  If  that  be  a  crime,  I 
am  willing  to  share  part  of  the  imputation, 
for  I  own  myself  one  of  that  number, 


! 


though  I  by  no  means  agree  with  bis  lord* 
ship  in  the  motives  he  has  assigned  for 
that  absence,  nor  in  the  supposed  seoti- 
ments  attributed  by  him  to  the  noble  earl 
respecting  the  Quebec  Act.    I  am,  on  the 
contrary,  convinced,  that  he  would  have 
been  present  in  his  place  on  this  eccaskm,   p 
were  it  not  for  an  accident ;  and  so  fu 
from  approving  of  the  Bill  in  every  other 
part  but  relative  to  the  sedentary  6<>herr, 
that  from  every  thing  I  could  learn  then, 
and  in  every  private  conversation  I  hare 
had  the  honour  to  have  since  had  with 
him,  I  have  found  hb  sentiments  to  be  ibr 
condemning   the  Bill  in  ioto.    I  behere 
the  noble  lord  has  but  a  confused  recol- 
lection of  the  true  state  of  that  matter, 
otherwise  he  must  have  remembered,  that 
his  lordship's  supposed  reconcilement  to 
the  Bill  was  no  part  of  what  he  now  alluda 
to,  but  that  the  very  ministers  themsehra 
disapproved  of  divesting  the  commodore 
on  the  Newfoundland  station  of  the  coo- 
troul  over  the  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Lo- 
brador.    The  other  parts  of  the  Bill  hsr- 
ing  been  already  so  fully  discussed,  I  shall 
just  crave  your  lordships*  patient  atteor 
tion  to  a  few  words  on  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences which  must  flow  from  annexiag 
this  fishery  to  the  province  of  Quebec, 
and  taking  it  out  of  the  superintendeooe 
and  controul  of  the  commander  of  his  M^ 
jesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Newfoundland 
station.     By  the   BiUs   lately   passed,  I 
seems  to  be  the  professed  policy  of  those 
in  power  to  reserve  the  whole  of  the  Ke»» 
foundland  fishery  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Grreat  Britain  and  Ireland.  I 
will  say  nothing  of  the  immediate  spitit 
which  has  given  rise  to  this  policy ;  hot 
this  1  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  asiih 
gle  reason  was  adduced  either  from  the 
evidence  at  your  lordships'  bar,  or  in  the 
House,  that  did    not    directly  apply  to 
evince  the  supreme  folly  of  annexing  the 
Labrctdor  fishery  to  the  province  of  Que- 
bec.    It  was  both  proved  and  pressed  i& 
argument,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  the 
12th  of  William  the  3rd  should  be  stzictly 
adhered  to,  that  of  preventing  settlers,  and 
making  as   many  sailors  as  pos^le;  ia 
fine,  strongly  condemning  the  permis^ 
of  a  sedentary  fishery.     What  was  the 
evidence  of  a  most  able  and  exnerieooed 
navsd  officer  (sir  Hugh  Palliserj  on  thai 
occasion?     That   the  settlers  bad  dcva 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  defeat  the 
periodical  fisliery  from  Europe ;  that  they 
destroyed  their  nets,  seduced  the  men  to 
run  away  and  get  over  to  the  contiDent; 
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•od  tlMt  they  fopplied  the  fishermen  with  |  same  to  point  out  the  pennasive  argu- 


Freoch  ipirituoiur  liqaon  and  other  French 
commoditiea.  Now»  my  lords,  I  would 
fubmit,  if  there  be  any  one  lord  in  this 
Hoaae  who  will  take  upon  him  to  affirm, 
that  every  one  of  those  evils  will  not  in- 
crease an  hundred  fold ;  or  that  we  shall 
be  i||)]e  to  prevent  them  on  the  coasi  of 
Labrador,  where,  if  aggrieved,  the  party 
mut  go  all  the  way  to  Quebec  to  seek 
ledress  against  Frenchmen  and  French 
imuggliog,  when  even  numberless  evils 
were,  by  the  nature  of  the  service,  obliged 
to  be  left  uncorrected,  under  almost  the 
very  eye  of  the  commodore.  The  peltry, 
or  sidn  trade,  inr  lords,  is  a  matter  which 
1  presume  to  affirm  is  of  the  last  import- 
ince  to  the  trade  and  commerce  or  the 
edoDies  and  this  country.  The  regula- 
tion  of  this  business  has  cost  his  Majesty's 
nioisters  more  time  and  trouble  than  any 
one  DMtter  I  know  of.  The  noble  earl  (of 
Biikboroogh)  it  is  true,  differed  from  me 
among  others  of  his  Majesty's  servants, 
on  die  regulating  the  trade  with  the  In- 
disDs;  but  it  was  never  80  much  as  dreamt 
of,  that  the  whole  skin  trade,  from  Hud- 
son's Bay  to  the  forks  of  the  Mississippi, 
should  be  at  once  taken  from  the  several 
American  colonies,  and  transferred  to  the 
French  Canadians  ;  or,  which  is  substan- 
tially the  same  thing,  that  by  a  royal  in* 
stniction  the  sole  direction  of  it  should  be 
vested  in  the  governor  of  Quebec.  For,  I 
vill  be  bold  to  contend,  whatever  colour- 
sble  construction  may  be  put  on  it,  it  will 
operate  as  a  complete  exclusion  and  total 
BMmopoly,  so  far  as  the  Protestant  British 
colonies  can  possibly  be  interested.  How- 
erer  foreign  the  Spanish  armaments  may  be 
to  the  subject  of  this  debate,  or  irregular 
it  may  have  seemed  to  introduce  it  in  such 
a  maoaer,  I  must  confess  myself  very 
Kidy  to  dispense  with  mere  forms,  when 
matters  of  such  singular  importance  so 

Eogly  call  for  our  most  serious  deli- 
on.  1  remember  a  few  yeaxt  since, 
tbst  we  were  lulled  into  a  security  which 
Bost  inevitably  have  proved  fatal,  but  for 
^  strange  revdution  which  took  place  in 
the  Frendi  cabinet,  the  dismission  of  that 
Md  enterprizing  minister  Choiseul,  who 
bad  planned  the  destruction  of  this  coun- 
^1  m  revenge  for  the  disgraces  France 
nad  suffered,  and  the  repeated  injuries,  he 
>Mgined,  she  had  received  in  the  course 
«  a  long,  glorious,  and  successful  war 
earned  on  by  Great  Britain.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  dive  into  the  secrets  of  cabinets 
"'ther  than  I  am  well  warranted,  or  pre- 
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ments  employed  to  bring  over  the  woman 
to  whose  influence  this  unexpected  turn 
of  affiura  is  attributed ;  but  this  I  will  ven- 
ture to  assert,  because  I  have  the  proofs 
in  my  power,  that  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  Ja- 
maica, and  the  greater  part  of  our  posses- 
sions in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  would 
have  been  among  some  of  the  first  sacri- 
fices that  would  have  fiUlen  ;  had  It  not,  I 
may  say,  been  for  the  miraculous  interpo- 
sition of  Providence  in  our  fevour.    We 
were,  then,  not  a  whit  less  consistent  than 
we  are  now ;  though  we  had  not  a  single 
line  of  battle  ship  fit  for  actual  service.    I 
trust,  however  lashionable  it  may  be  to 
hold  the  same  language  at  present,  we 
should  not  again  trust  to  the  chapter  di. 
accidents,  but  that  we  wilt  make  an  en- 
quiry into  the  true  state  of  our  navy,  as 
well  as  the  conduct  of  the   persons  to, 
whose  care  it  has  been   entrusted;  and 
whenever  that  day  shall  come,  I  pledge 
myself  to  your  lordships,  diat  I  will  take 
an  active  and  decided  part  ua  bringing  to 
condemnation  such  as  have  been  wanting 
in  their  duty.    Two  things  have  come  out 
in  the  debate,  which  I  cannot  bring  my- 
self to  subscribe  to ;  one  is,  that  the  Spa- 
niards are  not  to  be  depended  on ;  and 
that  the  language  of  the  House  of  Bourbon 
is  justifiable,  TOcause  we  took  their  ships 
before  a  declaration  of  war.    On  the  for- 
mer I  shall  only  observe,  that  I  presume 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  public  transactions, 
have  as  much  honour  as  any  other  nation; 
and  that  though  I  was  but  a  child  at  the 
time,  by  the  best  and  most  impartial  ac- 
count I  have  read  on  that  affair,  I  never 
could  discover  but  Great  Britain  was  fully 
justified  in  her  conduct  on  that  occasion. 
I  shall  trouble  your  lordships  with  but  one 
observation  more,  relative  to  the  deter- 
mined pacific  system  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, so  confidently  set  forth  and  relied 
on  by  the  first  noble  earl  in  office  who 
spoke  in  this  debate;  and  1  trust  your 
lordships  will  think  it  fully  in  point,  should 
the  court  of   Spain,    by  their  conduct, 
create  the  occasion.    In  1741>  in  the  se- 
cond or  thhrd  year  of  the  Spanish  war, 
during  the  ministry  of  cardinal  Fleury,  a 
man  of  the  most  pacific  dispositions  that 
ever  directed  the  councils  of  France,  lord 
Waldegrave  being  then  our  ambassador  at 
Paris,  frequently  pressed  his  eminency  re- 
lative to  an  armament  then  fitting  out  at 
Brest,  to  know  its  destination,  or  whether 
particuUtrly  it  was  meant  to  join  and  co- 
operate with  the  Spanish  fleet.    The  car^ 
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dinal  alwa^  ■■■nred  lun,  io  the  fiiBmr 
and  most  explicit  tenns,  thst  Fn»ce  wm 
leiolTed  to  take  no  part  whatever  in  the 
quarrel  aubcittiog  between  the  two 
erowDa.-  Hia  lordship^  however,  went  out 
eoe  daj,  aod  heard  it  paUidy  awertad  m 
thestreeta,  diat  the  fleet  had  tailed  from 
Brest»  aod  were  deftioed  to  rainfocoe  the 
Spanish  fleet,  then  crQizio|^  m  the  Bledi- 
terranean  ;  on  whidi  he  nmaadiately  re- 
paired to  the  cardimd  to  upbraid  hian  with 
iiif  breach  of  promise,  if  the  fiu:t  shoold 
turn  out  to  be  true.  <*  Yoa  were  not  an»» 
nfomed,  my  lord,"  replied  the  eardinaK 
**  the  fleet  i«  actually  sailed,  and  for  the 
purpose  you  heard.  I  confess^  likewise, 
that  I  had  frequently  solemnly  assured  yoa 
of  the  contrary ;  and  I  further  own,  that 
Spain  ia  entirely  in  the  wrong,  and  that  it 
is  perhaps  neitner  prudent  or  politic  io  us 
to  take  part  in  their  business;  out  I  would 
wish  you,  my  lord,  at  the  same  time  to 
perfectly  understand,  though  we  do  not 
approve  of  the  motives  of  their  going  to 
war,  and  will  always  carefully  avoid  to  en- 
courage  them  in  their  broib  in  the  first 
instance,  when  engaged  for  any  time,  we 
can  never  submit  to  remain  inactive  spe^ 
tators  of  tbeir  ruin,  and  your  consequent 
aggrandizement.'' 

Lord  Matufidd  rose  to  defend  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  the  Bill,  and  to  reply  to 
the  objections  urged  by  Uiose  who  were 
in  favour  of  the  repad.  His  lordship, 
though  be  did  not  direcdy  own  the  senti- 
ments imputed  to  him,  containing  certain 
doctrines  in  law  and  politics^  said  to  have 
4>een  maintained  by  nim  in  jdvinc  judff- 
ment  in  the  cause  of  CampbeU  agamst  the 
Receiver  General  of  Grenada,  relative  to 
the  4i  per  cent,  duties  claimed  by  the 
Kins  on  the  exported  produce  of  dutt  is* 
land,  virtually  proved,  neverthdess,  that 
the  sentiments  were  not  without  founda- 
tion»  because  he  mdeavonred  to  defend 
every  single  propodtion  they  contained. 

Lord  Omden  went  over  the  same 
around  a^n,.  by^  either  maintaining  his 
rormer  positions,  illustrating  the  facts  on 
which  tney  were  buUt,  or  replying  to  every 
answer  that  had  in  the  course  of  the  d^ 
bate  been  attempted  to  be  made  to  his 
original  objections,  and  at  the  condusion 
daimed  the  victory,  in  reference  to  those 
objectionable  doctrines  adverted  to;  ob- 
servine,  that  the  learned  lord  (Mansfield) 
had  deserted  the  main  proposition,  on 
which  dl  the  others  rattedt ;  namely,  that 
the  king  coming  in  as  a  conqueror,  codd 
give  the  conquered  any  constitution  he 


pleased;  er,  if  the 
thebenefitof 


tht 
Im^  mkht,  at  Via  op^on,  sisod  m  the 
place  of  tiiefiBnier  prince;  wheresitk 
laamed  lord  was  now  oUi^^  to  esa* 
fess,  contrary  to  his  fimner  opmien,  thits 
king  of  Engomd  could  not  inany  dressh 
stances,  or  coming  in  under  any  title^  o- 
eicise  an  aibitrary  power,  er  reign  oiv 
any  of  the  subjects  of  the  Britiih  soipBf 
in  a  deqwtic  manner,  against  the  spidt  rf 
the  ^jQiist  1 1  ut  "flii^ 

This  law  contest  lasted  near  two  kovt; 
bat  lord  Camden  having  in  repfy  tosesM- 
thmg  lord  Manfidd  sd£  sacb  as  thia  mm 
conatitotion  was  better  than  none,  pkdgd 
hinMdf  to  produce  a  better  in  twealtf4ber, 
oreventwdvehoors;  theearlofDeDbigli 
demanded,  why  the  kanied  h»d  hsdastl 
produced  one  before. 

The  question  being  pot,  ontitecadrfl 
Dartmouth's  motion  to  reject  the  proponi 
Bfll,  the  House  divided.    CooMto,88 
Noo-oootenta,  28. 


DsKis. 

Gloucester 
Cmnberland 
Ricbmood 
Manchester 


of  ike  Minority. 

Radnor 

Effingham 

Spencer 

BOHOP. 


Marquis. 

LOBOS. 

Rockingliam 
Eiaui. 

Craven 
Ponasnoy 

AUagdon 

Ravenswsrtk 

Scamroogh 

Arefaer 

Stanhope 

Wycombe 

Chdmoodeley 

Beadien 

Fttxwilliam 

Camden. 

Primes. 

DUKBS. 

ViBcouar. 

Devonshire 

TorriDgtoQ 

Portland 

Bishop. 

Eabls. 

St.  Asaph 

Stamford 

Loan. 

Taokerville 

King. 

Deh€ite  in  the  Commons  on  the  BUI 
repeal  the  Quebec  Government  Act*"] 
18.  Sir  George  Savile  presented  the 


<«  To  the  HonouraUe  the  Conuaooi 
Great  Britain  in  Fariiaasent 

<<  The  Humble  Petitipn  and  MeoKm 
of  his  Majesty's  ancient  soN^ 
the  Seigneurs,  Freeholdeis,  WBh 
chants,  Traders,  and  others  mw 
in  his  Majesty's  provmoe  of  Qf^ 
bee, 
"  Sheweth, 

<<  That,  under  the  sanction  of  bii  lit- 
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jetitfB  rojral  Mpodnsatioo,  beirinff  date 
Ifae  Tdi  of  October,  176S»  whidi  ^* 
cuNudjr  promiset  %o  aH  penona  inhabiting 
iB»  or  reiortiDg  to,  Una  prorince,  his  royu 
pratectioQfortheei^OTnient  of  Uie  benefit 
of  the  kirt  of  the  realm  of  England,  until 
Mwmbh'cfl  ahouid  be  called  therein,  thc^ 
did  come  and  lettle  themselvea  in  thia 
pnmaoe,  hacring  entrusted  their  own  pro- 
jMTtieh  at  well  at  teiy  considerable  sums 
of  their  friends,  in  goods  and  mefehandiBO 
from  GieatBritab,  and  entrostedchesane 
into  the  hands  ofthe  Canadians,  at  well  for 
the  purpose  of  internal  trade  «n  the  pro- 
fince,as  for  outsets  ii(  carryinff  onthe  tnii^ 
icofiiin  and  peltries  in  the  Indian  «ovn» 
tries  and  fisheries  below  Qnebee,  UMny  <of 
Ihem  having  purchased  lands  and  houses, 
sad  been  employed  in  agncoltttre,  and  the 
exportation  of  grain  and  other  praduce  to 
mign  markets,  to  the  great  benefit  and 
enolanent  of  the  said  provinoei  which  has 
fiouriihed  ehidly  by  the  indttst^  and  en- 
temriiing  spirit  of  the  said  subjects,  who 
unoer  the  proiectioB  of  British  Jaws,  and 
by  the  assistance  of  annual  supplies  ef 
Botith  manufiiotures,  and  other  goods  and 
iMrohandize  obtained  upon  credit  from 
liie  merchants  of  Great  Britain,  have  been 
eaaUed  to  carrjr  on  at  least  four  parts  in 
five  sf  all  the  imports  and  exports  wbidh 
ire  principally  made  in  British  bottoms, 
^  hitter  consisting  of  furs,  peltries, 
wheat,  fish,  oil,  pot*|tth,  lumber,  and  other 
coQQtry  produce :  and  for  the  more  con- 
venient carrying  on  the  said  trade  and 
cmnmeroe,  they  have  built  wharfs  and 
•lore-hoases  at  a  very  great  expence,  in- 
•onash  that  the  property  real  and  per- 
imslf  now  in  Briti^  hands,  or  by  tkem 
flatmsted  to  Canadians  at  a  long  credit,  is 
'  one  half  of  the  whole  value  of  the  province, 
szdusive  of  the  wealth  of  thediffisrent  com- 
isonities;  which  your  petitioners  have  in 
p«t  set  forth  in  the  humble  Petition  to  his 
HKMt  excellent  Majesty,  dated  at  Quebec 
the  Slat  of  December,  177S,  humbly  pray- 
ngt  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
te^uice  his  governor  or  commander  in 
duef,  to  call  a  general  assembly,  in  such 
ittnner,  and  of  such  constitution  and  form, 
M  to  his  Majesty^s  royal  wisdom  should 
•Mm  best  adapted  to  secure  the  peace, 
^clfive,  and  good  government  of  this  pro- 
v^Boe*  Wherefore  with  deep  concern  they 
•baerve,  that  in  certain  examinations  taken 
oeibre  year  honourable  House,  the  Bri- 
•^h  subjects  here  have  been  grossly  abused 
>Qd  nHsrepresented,  as  well  as  to  their 
^"■ubeis  as  in  their  importance  in  this 


province,  for  the  number  of  the  new 
subjects  has,  we  humbly  conceive,  been 
greatly  exaggerated,  it  being,  by  the  last 
computation,  about  75,000;  whereas,  by 
en  enumeration  of  the  British  subject^ 
they  amount  at  this  time  to  upwards  of 
S,000  souls,  besides  many  that  we  cannot  -^ 
immediately  ascertain,  that  are  dispersed 
ia  the  Indian  countries  carrying  on  traffic 
with  the  savages,  besides  the  merchants 
and  traders  with  their  families  settled  at 
Detroit  and  its  dependencies,  and  at  the 
fisheries  below  Quebec.  And  whereas  an 
act  of  parliament  has  lately  passed,  iati*r 
tuled, «  An  Act  for  the  making  more  effieo4 
tual  provision  for  the  government  of  th« 
province  of  Quebec  in  North- America/| 
which  b  said  to  have  been  passed  upon 
thofrindples  of  humanity  and  justice,  and 
at  tne  pressing  instance  and  reouest  o^ 
the  new  subjects,  si^ified  to  his  Majesty 
by  an  humble  petition  setdnff  forth  thev 
dislike  to  the  British  laws  and  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  praying,  in  the  nfime  of  aH 
the  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  the  pro- 
vince, to  have  the  French  institutes  in 
their  stmid,  and  a  total  abolition  of  trials 
by  jury,  together  with  a  capacity  of  hold- 
ing places  of  honour  and  trust  in  common 
with  his  Majesty's  ancient  subjects.  We 
crave  leave  to  inform  your  honourable 
House,  that  the  said  Petition  was  never 
imparted  to  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
{that  is)  the  freeholders,  merchants  and 
traders,  who  are  equally  alarmed  with  us 
at  tiie  Canadian  laws  being  to  take  place,  - 
but  was  in  a  secret  manner  carried  about '~ 
and  signed  by  a  few  of  the  sei^eurs,  che-  . 
valiers,  advocates,  and  others  in  their  con- 
fidence, at  the  suggestions,  and  under  the 
influence  of  their  priests;  who  under  co- 
lour of  French  laws,  have  obtained  an  act 
of  parliament  which  deprives  his  Majesty's 
ancient  subjects  of  all  their  rights  and  i 
franchises,  destroys  the  Habeas  Corpus  / 
Act,  and  the  inestimable  privileges  of  trial 
by  juries,  the  only  security  against  the  ve- 
nality of  a  corrupt  judge,  and  gives  un- 
limited power  to  the  covemor  and  council 
to  alter  the  criminal  Jaws ;  which  Act  has 
already  struck  a  damp  upon  the  credit  of 
the  country,  and  alarmea  all  your  humble 
petitioners  with  the  just  apprehensions  of 
arbitrary  fines  and  imprisonment,  and 
which,  if  it  takes  place,  will  oblige  them 
to  quit  the  province,  or,  in  the  end,^  it 
must  accomplish  their  ruin,  and  impoverish 
or  hurt  their  generous  creditors,  the  mer- 
chanU  in  Great  Britain,  &c.  To  prevent 
which,  your  petitioners  most  humbly  praj^ . 
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that  tbe  said  Act  maj  be  repealed  or 
amended^  and  that  they  mmv  have  the  be- 
nefit and  protection  of  the  English  laws,  in 
so  far  as  relates  to  personal  property ;  and 
that  their  liberty  may  be  ascertained  ac- 
cording to  their  ancient  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges  heretofore  granted  to 
all  his  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects  through- 
out the  British  empire.  And  your  peti* 
tioners,  as  in  duty  Dound,  will  ever  pray. 
Quebec,  12th  Nov.  1774."  [Signed 
by  the  Quebec  committee,  the  Montreal 
committeei  and  others.  In  all,  180  per- 
sons.] 

Sir  George  SavUe  took  a  retrospect  of 
the  Quebec  Act :  said  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  relative  to  the  Hab^  Corpus 
Act,  was  not  a  matter  involved  in  nice  dis- 
tinctions of  law,  or  to  be  fathomed  and 
decided  by  the  rules  of  deep  political  in- 
vestigation ;  it  was  an  alternative  which 
struck  with  equal  force  the  meanest  as 
the  most  enlightened  understanding;  it 
was  simply  whether  people  would  wish  to 
be  freemen  or  slaves,  under  a  government 
which  if  honestly  or  wisely  administered, 
held  out  freedom  indiscrimmately  to  every 
individual  entitled  to  its  protection.  And 
be  would  be  bold  to  maintain,  that  the 
proposition  in  favour  of  an  Habeas  Corpus 
law  was  so  self-evident,  and  carri^  with 
it  such  intuitive,  forcible  conviction,  that 
the  English,  French,  Popish,  and  Pro- 
testant, whites,  blacks,  tawnies,  nay  the 
very  beasts  of  the  fields,  and  reptiles 
cnawling  on  the  earth,  were  they  cajpable 
of  distinguishing  between  the  vslue  of  per- 
aonal  liberty,  and  being  shut  up  in  a  prison, 
at  the  will  of  a  tyrant,  would  unite  in  one 
voice,  in  crying  out  for  the  enioyment  of 
ao  inestimable  a  blessing  as  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act.  He  turned  to  the  ministry, 
observing  with  indignation,  the  mean  sub- 
terfuges they  were  driven  to,  when  they 
endeavoured  to  persuade  parliament,  that 
a  governor  who  was  obliged  literally  to 
comply  with  his  instructions,  assisted  by 
^^e  Popish  counsellors,  would  do  what 
they  (tbe  ministry)  did  not  think  fit  to  let 
parliament  do.  He  said,  he  was  informed 
that  orders  had  been  given  to  ra^e  a  Ca- 
nadian regiment  of  French  Papists.  When 
those  guardians  of  tbe  laws  of  England, 
and  the  Protestant  religion,  are  embodied, 
where  will  they  march  I  or  for  what  ser- 
vice are  they  destined  ?  Not,  I  hope,  to 
quell  the  Protestant  peaceable  settlers, 
nor  yet  the  still  more  favoured  and  loyal 
French  PapisU;  but  to  sit,  I  presume, 
mere  inactive  spectators.    No,  that  I  can- 


notbdieve.  I  am  not  hwycrcaoaghts 
point  out  bow  lar  they  nu^  ^^ff^ 
march,  but  were  I  to  form  any  copjectme 
about  the  limits  they  would  set  to  thesi- 
selves  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  the 
instant  they  would  forbear  to  act,  Ishoold 
presume  that  the  limits  would  be  sons 
river  or  lake,  over  which  they  hsd  do 
means  of  conveyance,  and  the  iastaat  tlie^ 
would  cease  to  act  in  a  military  maana 
would  be,  when  all  their  powder,  ball  and 
ammunition  were  spent.  I  am,  therefore^ 
strongly  against  raising  or  embodyiDg  sny 
regiment  of  French  Papists.  He  ooa- 
cluided  with  moving  the  repeal  ef  the  Ad 
for  making  provision  for  the  better^ 
vemment  of  the  province  of  Quebec 

Mr.  T.  Tamulieifd  seconded  tbe  m^ 
tion,  and  condemned  the  Bill  throoghoot, 
as  unjust,  impolitic,  and  uneonstitotisoiL 
He  said,  the  Canadians  themselves  hid 
been  deceived,  as  they  were  assured  they 
should  have  the  benefit  of  an  asMoiblf, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  trial  by  jwy. 

Mr.  De  Grey  entered  into  a  view  of  the 
state  of  the  colony  before  the  passing  d 
the  Bill,  destitute  of  all  law,  order,  orse* 
curity,  in  point  of  property  ;  and  ipsisiri 
that  the  present  govermnent,  however  es- 
ceptionable  in  some  req>ects,  was  better 
than  none,  and  ought  to  be  contkiued  ti& 
the  province  was  prepared  to  receive  as 
assembly. 

Mr.  Howard  spoke  warmly  against  tbe 
Act.  It  was  brought  in  at  the  end  ofihe 
last  session,  when  the  House  had  not  the 
information  it  now  possessed;  he  was 
against  it  then,  and  should  ever  oontioaa 
to  be  so,  as  a  disgrace  to  tbe  statutes.  He 
was  severe  on  Dr.  Shebbeare,  whom  he 
represented  as  pensioned  for  vilityiDg  the 
characters  of  king  William  and  queca 
Mary  and  the  late  king,  and  vridsg 
against  the  Revolution. 

Lord  North  said,  if  the  boo.  geDllenaB 
who  made  the  motion,  had  been  infonneil 
of  what  had  passed  in  the  other  House 
the  preceding  day,  he  presumed,  be  never 
would  have  made  it,  as  he  knew  no  Bill 
could  pass  without  the  consent  of  the 
Lords.  [Mr.  T.  Townshend  cried  *<  to 
order,  to  order,''  and  it  was  instsstly 
echoed  from  almost  every  part  of  the 
House.  His  lordship  insisted  what  he 
said  was  not  disorderly.]  For  his  psit» 
his  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  Act,  wss  the 
same  as  it  was  when  it  passed,  and  ss  veil 
now  as  then  he  lookea  upon  tbe  Act  to 
be  built  on  principles  of  the  most  just  and 
sound  policy.    He  avowed  the  inteolin 
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of  annin^  the  CuiadittM.  He  said,  he 
f food  op  in  his  fibce  to  Msert^  that  if  the 
refhctoiy  coloiues  eannot  be  reduced  to 
obedience  by  the  present  force,  he  shoald 
think  it  e  necessarv  measure  to  arm  the 
Soman  Cathdics  of  Canada*  and  to  em- 
ploy them  In  that  service.  He  further  ob« 
lerredy  that  when  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica were  contending  about  sovereignty, 
if  soy  colony  had  discovered  a  proper 
ttoae  of  duty,  and  united  itself  in  prin* 
dple  with  this  country,  it  was  liable  to 
obiection  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
nk;  but  if  it  joined  the  other  colonies 
igainst  the  legislature  (for  the  quarrel  was 
sot  with  the  ministry  but  the  parliament) 
those  gentlemen  would,  he  could  venture 
to  affirnr,  hold  a  different  language ;  and 
dedtred,  whatever  others  might  think  on 
the  subject,  he  did  not  approve  of  juries 
IB  civil  cases.  However,  he  would  ven- 
tore  to  affirm,  the  dispute  with  America 
vai  Dot  so  alarming  as  some  people  ap- 
prehended: he  had  not  the  least  doubt 
tt  would  end  speedily,  happily,  and  with- 
Mt  bloodshed. 

Mr.  Fosp  alluding  to  lord  North's  ob- 
MnrataoD,  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the 
Lordi,  observed,  that  this  construction  or 
•pokgy  arose,  because  his  lordship  did 
Mt  chuse  to  own  who  was  the  real  planner 
of  it;  that  withholding  from  the  Cana- 
diaos  an  aisembly,  and  putting  arms  in 
their  hands,  shewed  he  was  more  afraid  of 
their  tongues  than  their  swords  ;  and  that 
ifter  eleven  years  shameful  neglect  and 
procfsitination,  he.  was  convinced,  if  the 
wputes  had  not  arisen  with  our  American 
coJonies,  the  Act  of  last  year  would  never 
^e  been  thought  of;  but  the  colony 
kA  without  law  or  any  political  regulation 
whatever. 
Sir  Robert  Smyth.  Not  having  had  the 
Qoor  of  a  seat  in  the  last  parliament, 
ind  never  before  this  day  an  opportunity 
of  publicly  declaring  my  sentiments  upon 
AisBiU, lam  io  some  measure  indebted 
to  my  hon.  friend  who  has  given  me  that 
^portunity  by  the  proposition  of  to-day. 
ll<i«ever  great  ray  opinion  may  be  of  the 
'bilitiee  ami  integrity  of  my  worthy  friend, 
however  high  my  esteem  for  his  private, 
^  well  aa  his  parliamentary  character, 
w>vever  just  my  respect  for  his  abilities, 
army  deference  for  his  judgment,  I  find 
ttyself  obliged,  upon  many  occasions,  to 
ttfcr  from  him  upon  public  questions; 
^  I  confess  is  the  case  with  respect  to 
the  present  proposition.  I  do  not  mean 
io  enter  into  the  detail  of  this  ai^gument, 


which  has  been  very  ably  and' minateljr 
discussed,  but  shall  content  myself  with 
giving  my  general  reasons  why  I  approve 
of  this  Biil.^ — When  the  glory  of  our  arms 
had  extended  into  almost  every  part  o£ 
the  globe,'and  a  very  considerable  addition 
of  territory  acquired  by  war  became  con- 
firmed to  us  by  the  subsequent  treaty,  of 
peace,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  wise,  as  well  as 
a  warlike  nation,  that  what  had  been  ac* 
quired  by  conquest,  should  be  established 
by  proper  and  wholesome  regulations: 
wtiat  had  been  the  object  of  our  ambition 
to  conquer,  necessarily  became  the  object 
of  our  policy  to  arrange.  The  province 
of  Canada,  the  most  extensive  as  well  as 
the  most  valuable  of  our  acquisitions,  was 
in  such  a  state  of  confusion  at  the  expire* 
tion  of  the  war,  that  it  has  been  the  object 
of  successive  administrations  for  these  ten 
years  past,  to  give  it  a  permanent  system 
of  jurisprudence.  But  the  fluctuating 
state  of  our  politics,  the  rapid  changes  of 
measures,  and  the  precarious  tenure  by 
which  ministers  held  their  employment, 
made  them  more  anxious  about  preserving 
their  own  power  at  home,  than  forming 
establishments  for  our  distant  provinces 
abroad.— The  very  great  disproportion  be- 
tween the  Canadian  and  British  subjectt, 
as  was  proved  at  your  bar,  made  it  an  ob« 
ject  of  justice  as  well  as  of  sound  policy, 
that  the  Canadian  lawa  should  form  the 
basis  of  your  system,  and  that  the  English 
laws  should  only  be  adopted  in  criminal 
cases,  where  trial  by  jury  gives  them  an 
advantage  over  every  other  system  that 
ever  was  instituted.  Whoever  reflects 
upon  the  excellencies  of  the  British  kiws» 
whoever  considers  them  in  theory,  or  seea 
the  daily  advantagea  of  them  in  practice, 
whoever  justly  admires  them  tor  their 
peculiar  lenity,  moderation,  equity,  and 
impartiality,  would  wish  to  see  them  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  fiice  of  the  British 
empire ;  but  if  there  are  local  and  circum* 
,  stantial  reasons,  arising  from  the  national 
.  character  of  the  people,  their  language, 
'  customs,  usages,  institutions,  and  1  will 
I  even  add,  their  prejudices,  which  in  this 
case  ought  to  be  consulted,  and  not  only 
consulted,  but  in  some  measure  induced ; 
if  there  are  reasons  arising  from  wese 
various  circumstances,  that  make  it  impos- 
sible for  the  English  laws  to  be  adopted 
in  their  original  purity,  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  a  legislator  is  not  only  lustified, 
but  that  it  is  an  essential  part  of  his  duty, 
so  to  alter  and  modify  these  laws,  as  may 
best  adapt  them  to  the  peculiar  genius  and 
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iemper  of  tbe  peofilet  to  as  to  become  the 
liN^t  rule  of  civil  conduct  potuble,  end  tbe 
best  calculated  to  promote  tbeir  general 
bappinew.  It  was  ever  the  majdm  of  -the 
greatest  legialatonof  anti^uitj^  to  conauk 
tbe  maonerB  and  dbpoaiUona  of  tbe  peo- 
pie*  and  the  degrees  of  improvejnent  they 
bad  then  received,  and  to  frame  such  o 
a^tem  of  laws  as  was  best  suited  to  thdr 
then  immediate  situation.  Thus,  Sir, 
when  Lycurgus  was  reproached  wi^  not 
baving  given  ^  the  Spartans  tbe  most 
perfie^  code  of  laws,  he  acknowledged  I 
tbe^  were  not  the  best  he  was  capable  of 
givmg  them,  but  the  best  they  were  then 
capaUe  of  receiving.  Therrfore,  Sir,  I 
aball  content  myself  with  dissentiniF  from 
the  present  motion,  and  supporting  the 
Quebec  Bill  upon  grounds,  and  from  rea^ 
tons,  founded  upon  die  general  principles 
of  the  fitness,  policy,  expediency  and  ne- 
cessitv  of  the  measure. 

Colonel  BarrSf  after  complimenting  sir 
Bobert  Smyth  on  his  great  powers  of  elo- 
quence, assured  him,  if  he  hiad  heard  the 
evidence  at  the  bar  last  year,  he  would 
have  been  of  another  way  of  thinking. 
He  sported  a  good  deal  with  the  Comp- 
troller's white  wand,  and  was  called  to 
order. 

Sir  fV.  MeredUh  observed,  that  what- 
ever magic  power  it  might  contain,  it  was 
no  weapon  of  defence. 

Colonel  BarrSaMy  he  might  have  been 
disorderly,  but  desired,  for  his  own  justifi- 
cation, and  the  satisfiu^tion  of  the  House, 
if  there  was  any  standing  order  of  the 
Houae  respecting  the  Comptroller  and  his 
vand,  that  it  might  be  reaa,  otherwise  he 
ahould  look  upon  himself  at  liberty  to 
dlude  to  Mr.  Comptroller  and  his  wand 
as  often  as  either  came  in  the  way ;  for  if 
they  did  not  contain  any  great  store  of  wit 
themselves,  they  at  least  bore  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  another  well  known  facetious 
kni^^ht,  thev  were  the  occasion  of  produc- 
ing it  in  others.  He  said,  that  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Quebec  Bill  last  year,  he 
had  often  asked  who  was  the  ftither  of  it, 
but  could  never  receive  any  satisfactory 
answer  till  this  da^,  when  the  noble  lord's 
speech,  and  that  irresistible  partiality  pa^ 
rents  are  known  to  have  for  their  own  off- 
*p™g»  gftvc  ^>n  reason  to  believe  that 
tne  noble  lord  himself  was  the  true  father 
of  that  monstrous  production  of  tyranny, 
injustice,  and  arbitrary  power.  He  next 
took  notice  of  the  Spanish  armament; 
aaid  he  supposed  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar 
was  what  they  had  in  contemplation ;  that 


be  advised  the  noUe  lord  last  rar  ta  oriar 
some  additional  worka  towaroi  theses,  as 
the  only  place  in  which  it  was  vubsable; 
but  it  was  now  too  late,  for  if  tfaeSDsniiidi 
attacked  it  with  a  fleet,  the  ftte  or  it  mrt 
be  decided  in  spile  of  all  the  powble  sh 
sistance  Britain  could  give  it. 

The  Hottie  divided.    The  Teas  west 
forth. 

Tellers. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Deiaie  im  the  Lordi  on  the  Memorkitf 
the  Gentnd  Astembfy  of  New  York] 
May  18.  The  Duke  of  Manchester  pi^ 
sented  a  Memorial  from  the  Asseamit 
New  York,  and  moved  that  it  be  itsd. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  obsenred,  lb* 
it  was  usual  for  a  lord,  when  he  puitstrf 
a  petition,  to  state  the  aubject  of  it,  il 
order  for  the  House  to  have  an  ides  hm 
teit  was  proper  to  give  leave  for  ittsbi 
read. 

The  Duke  of  ManckesUr  replied, 
he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  state  Al 
matter  d  the  Petition  without  doing  iaj» 
tice  to  it;  but,  in  general,  it  was  to  ooe»i 
plain  of  grievances;  and  read  die 
eluding  words. 

The  Earl  of  BucUngAmMkin  sa 
ouffht  certainly  to  be  opened  meref 
and  desired  to  know  if  it  did  not 
matter  derogatory  to  the  si^maie  kpb*' 
tivepower  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Eari  of  Denb^h  observed,  tiutdiA 
title  dfihe  oaper  rendered  it  inadmieMai 
It  was  callea  a  memorial :  now,  neaion^ 
are  presented  from  one  crowned  hoi  w 
another ;  but  as  to  a  memorial  firon  la 
American  aasembly,  it  was  onhesid^! 
and  ought  not  to  be  read. 

Eari  Gawer  added,  that  Oie  title  {[M: 
to  the  paper  was  suspicioaa:  a  yettii^ 
from  the  same  assembly  had  beenpreMl»  I 
ed  to  the  Kmg,  the  colonies  not  denji^' 
die  supreme  rights  of  his  Majesty;  a^; 
monstrance  to  Uie  Commons,  and  Dort! 
memorial  to  the  Lords.  They  ^fV^I 
usual  word  petition,  lest  from  that  it  dMiii 
be  imagined  that  •  they  acknowledged  m 
supreme  power  of  those  branches  rf  j*^ 
legisUture;  upoo  thia  account  ^^^^'^J'^ 
the  contents  of  it  ought  to  be  opened  li 
the  House. 

The  Duke  of  MmickesUr  i«pM»  «* 
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tf  tbe  HoaM  insisted  on  bit  performiDg 
the  office  of  derk  he  would  submit,  but 
vR  then  he  should  decline  reading  it ;  and 
SI  to  opening  the  subject  of  it  be  had  done 
itslrewiy* 

The  Earl  of  HUkBorough  said,  that  the 
aiders  of  the  House  were  not  to  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  a  lord  was  not  allowed  to 
present  a  petition  unless  he  opened  the 
purport  of  It ;  that  the  noble  duke  reading 
It  in  his  place,  as  a  part  of  his  speech, 
vonki  be  accepted  by  the  House ;  or  if 
the  duke  thought  that  it  would  be  too 
grest  a  burden  for  him  to  read  it  himself, 
then  the  derk  might  stand  by  his  grace, 
and  read  the  memorial  as  a  part  of  his 
ipeech. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  ridiculed  this 
]dea«  What,  my  lords,  the  clerk  go  and 
rtaod  by  a  lord  and  read  a  paper,  as  a  part 
sfthat lord's  speech!  Very  pretty  truly ! 
Why  then  we  need  not  any  or  us  be  at  the 
tnnible  of  making  speeches;  we  need 
sniy  get  our  speecmes  written  for  us,  and 
hire  the  derk  read  them ;  we  may  then 
soy  of  us  prove  as  doquent  as  the  noble 
€srl  himsem  Objections  have  been  made 
to  the  term  Memorid,  as  if  belonging  to 
Mvereigns,  and  denying  our  rights :  that 
k  very  strange,  surely ;  when  it  is  well 
bswn  every  ensign  in  the  army  who  has 
fltgectknos  to  the  treatment  he  receives, 
hii  the  right  of  presenting  a  memorial  to 
tibe  Kmg ;  I  think,  thererore,  there  is  no- 
tlBog  in  the  term  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
lityof  this  House. 

the  Earl  of  Sandwkh  contended,  that 
the  aeUe  duke  bad  be^i  repeatedly  called 
onto  open  the  contents  oi  Uie  Memorid, 
hst  would  not  comply ;  for  as  to  telling 
^  Hoase  merely  it  was  a  complaint  <» 
grievances,  that  was  not  satisfiictory ;  as 
^  was  the  case,  he  moved  an  amend- 
KMt,  by  adding  the  words,  *^  the  contents 
of  wU^  have  not  been  opened." 

The  Dnke  of  Richmond  observed,  that 
nis  amendment  threw  a  reflection  on  the 
ooUe  duke  who  brought  in  the  Memorid, 
«Uch  wodd  be  hi§^y  uniust :  that  in  his 

r'on  the  contents  had  been  opened; 
is,  the  principal  part  of  the  Memorid, 
^  prayer  of  it,  whkh  was,  for  a  redress 
«  grievances ;  therefore,  if  the  amend- 
■JBBt  was  accepted,  he  must  move  ano- 
uer  to  do  justice  to  the  noble  duke,  by  an 
eiplaiiation  of  how  far  he  had  opened  it ; 
w  moved  to  add  the  concluding  words  of 
ns  Memorid  which  the  duke  of  Manches- 
ter had  read. 
^*A  Gower  said,  that  the  noble  mover 


[680 

had  not  opened  the  contents ;  for  merely 
saying  it  was  for  a  redress  of  grievancesp 
and  readinjz  the  concluding  words,  waa 
saying  nothmg,  unless  he  mentioned  what 
those  grievances  were:  a  friend  of  the 
House  of  Stuart  might  petition  for  the  re* 
dress  of  a  grievance,  and  that  grievance 
might  be  the  want  of  the  throne ;  thus,  if 
the  particulars  are  not  mentioned,  we  can 
jud^e  of  nothing. 

Lord  Camden  stated  the  great  injustice 
of  not  dlowing  a  lord  to  open  the  con» 
tents  of  a  petition  in  any  way  he  thought 
proper ;  tliere  could  be  but  two  wavs,  one 
Torcing  him  to  read  the  wholO)  which  was 
a  drudgery  they  could  not  think  of;  the 
other,  touching  the  heads  of  it :  now,  if  a 
lord  is  to  open  the  contents  particularly, 
and  upon  that  opening  the  fate  of  the  pe* 
tition  is  to  depend,  then  it  must  depend 
upon  the  capacity  and  abilities  of  the  in- 
dividud  who  does  it,  which  would  be 
throwing  a  n^;ative  upon  petitions  in  ge- 
nerd.  But  he  was  so  great  a  friend  to 
petitions  being  received  and  read,  let  them 
come  from  whom  they  might  and  under 
whatever  name,  that  throwing  these  ob- 
structions upon  them  must  be  very  mis« 
chievous. 

Lord  Mansfidd  attempted  to  shew  that 
a  lord  must  open  the  contents  of  a  peti* 
tion,  and  that  the  dnke  had  not  done  it. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Shelhume  reminded  the 
House,  that  when  the  dty  of  London  pre** 
sented  their  Remonstrance  to  the  Kmg^ 
lawyers  were  consdted  upon  the  legdity 
of  not  receiving  it;  yet  so  nighlv  was  the 
right  of  a.subject  to  petition  thought  of^ 
tlut  it  was  determined  it  must  be  received^ 
under  whatever  name. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham.  The  turn 
which  thb  debate  has  taken,  makes  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  remark  on  any  thing 
which  in  the  course  of  it  has  fdlen  from 
any  noble  lord;  but  as  I  wish  to  call 
your  lordships*  attention  rather  to  the 
subject  matter,  than  to  the  form  and  man* 
ner  of  the  paper  offered  to  you,  I  hope  I 
shdl  stand  excused,  if  I  treat  the  latter 
as  trifling,  when  put  in  competition  with 
the  ralutary  or  dreadful  efiects  of  admit- 
ting or  rejecting  the  means  now  in 
your  hands,  of  restoring  harmony  to  thia 
distracted  empire.  What  may  be  the 
fate  of  the  amendment  proposed,  I  know 
not;  but  I  fear  it  is  too  easily  to  be  guess* 
ed,  from  the  complexion  of  the  House, 
what  will  be  that  of  the  Memorial. 
I  confess  I  wish  to  avoid  the  discussion 
of  our  right  to  such  a  power  as  we  are 
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tontending  for ;  thut  te  to  8ay»  a  power  of 
Caxine  a  set  of  subjects  who  are  not  repre- 
sented among  us,  and  who  have  full  power 
to  tax  themselves  in  the  ordinary  and  con- 
Btitutional  manner.  Were  any  particular 
province,  among  the  Americans,  to  refuse 
grants  of  money  in  proportion  to  others, 
or  to  commit  any  act  in  abuse  of  their 
charters,  I  think  that  supreme  controuling 
'  power,  which  the  province  in  question  al- 
lows in  its  full  extent,  wotild  give  us  the 
charge,  *  Ne  auid  detriment!^  res  capiat 
publica.'  And  in  that  case,  my  lords,  al- 
most the  whole  empire  would  be  united 
against  the  wrong-headed  few,  who  would 
be  soon  brought  to  reason.  But  I  am  sa- 
tisfied, that  without  such  necessity,  we 
have  no  more  right  to  exercise  the  power 
of  taxation  in  that  country,  than  a  Roman 
dictator  had  to  begin  his  office  with  a  de- 
claration, that  his  power  should  be  perpe- 
tual, and  was  necessary  in  the  ordinary 
busiiless  of  government.  Therefore,  my 
lords,  whatever  has  been  done  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, I  must  deem  the  mere  consequence 
of  our  unjust  demands.  They  have  come 
to  you  with  felt  arguments,  you  have  re- 
fused to  hear  them ;  they  make  the  most 
respectful  remonstrances,  you  answer 
them  with  bilb  of  pains  and  penalties; 
they  know  they  ougnt  to  be  free,  you  tell 
them  they  shful  be  slaves.  Is  it  then  a 
wonder,  if  they  say  in  despair,  **  for  the 
short  remainder  of  our  lives,  we  will  be 
'  free !"  Is  there  one  among  your  lordships, 
who  in  a  situation  similar  to  that  which  I 
have  described,  would  not  resolve  the 
same  ?  If  there  could  be  such  a  one,  I  am 
sure  he  ought  not  to  be  here.  To  bring 
the  history  down  to  the  present  scene. 
Here  are  two  armies  in  presence  of  each 
other ;  armies  of  brothers  and  country- 
men ;  each  dreading  the  event,  yet  each 
feeling,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  most 
trifling  accident,  a  private  dispute,  a 
drunken  fray  in  any  public  house  in  Bos- 
ton; in  short,  a  nothing,  to  cause  the 
sword  to  be  drawn,  and  to  plunge  the 
whole  country  into  all  the  horrors  of 
blood,  flames  and  parricide.  In  this  dread- 
ftd  moment,  a  set  of  men  more  wise  and 
moderate  than  the  rest,  exert  themselves 
to  bring  us  all  to  reason.  They  state  their 
claims  and  their  grievances ;  nay,  if  any 
thing  can  be  proved  by  law  ana  history, 
they  prove  them.  They  propose  oblivion, 
they  make  the  first  concessions ;  we  treat 
thepa  with  contempt,  we  prefer  poverty, 
bloody  and  servituae^  to  wealth,  happiness, 
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and  liberty.    My    lords,   I  should  diink 
myself  guilty  of  offering  an  iiuiilt  to  your 
lordships,  if  I  presumed  to  suppose  there 
was  any  amongst  you  who  could  think  of 
what  was    expedient,   when  once  it  ip« 
peared  what  was  just.     I  mieht  othenrife 
have  adverted  to  the  very  fomidable  ar- 
mament preparing  by  S^n;  bat  uthit 
argument  ought  to  have  no  considentioa 
with  your  lordships,  I  shall  not  suppose  it 
would  have  any ;  and  for  that  reason  viS 
entirely  reject  it.    What  weight  these  fev 
observations  may  have,  I  do  not  know ;  bat 
the  candour  your  lordships  have  indulged 
me  with,  requires  a  confession  on  my  pait 
which  may  still  lessen  that   weight  I 
must  own  I  am  not  personally  disinterest- 
ed.   Ever  since  I  was  of  an  age  to  fasfs 
any  ambition  at  all,  my  highest  has  been  to 
serve  my  tountry  in  a  military  capacity. 
If  there  was  on  earth  an  event  I  dresded, 
it  was  to  see  this  country  so  situated  as  ts 
make  that  profession  incompatible  with  mf 
duty  as  a  citizen.    That  period  is,  in  n^ 
opinion,  arrived ;  and  I  have  thought  mf' 
self  bound  to  relinquish  the  hopes  Ihtt 
formed,  by  a  resignation*  which  appen^ 
ed  to  me  the  only  method  of  avoiding  the 
guilt  of  enslaving  my  country,  and  embn- 
ing  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  M 
When  the  duties  of  a  soldier  and  a  dtises 
become  inconsistent,  I  shall  always  tfaisk 
myself  obliged  to  sink  the  character  of  tto 
soldier  in  that  of  the  citizen,  till  such  tim 
as  those  duties  shall  again,  by  the  Dslies< 
of  our  real  enemies,  become  united.  M 
no  small  sacrifice  which  a  man  makes  vhs: 
gives  up  his  profession ;  but  it  is  a  moA 
greater,  when  a  predilection,  str^gtbea^ 
by  habit,  has  ^ven  him  so  strong  as  it*^ 
tachment  to  his  profession  as  I  feeL  I 
have,  however,  this  one  consolation,  thit 
by  making  that  sacrifice,  I  at  least  girots 
my  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  th^ 
sincerity  of  my  principles. 

The  House  then  aivided ;  For  resdios 
the  Memorial,  25 ;  Against  it,  4>5. 

*  The  Earl  of  Effingham  was  bred  to  sM 
and  from  an  eager  desire  to  become  a  P'*^^- 
soldier,  served  as  a  votonteer  b  the  ^^'^ 
ardiy,  during  the  war  with  the  Porte  1|| 
twenty- second  regiment  of  foot,  in  which* 
held  a  captain's  commission,  being  orderrits 

America,  he  resolved,  though  not  possrficd  « 
an  ample  patrmiony,  to  resign  a  <I*>^'*M||*! 
festion,  and  all  hopes  of  advancement,  ittof 
than  bear  arms  in  a  cause  be  did  not  sp^* 
The  cilies  of  London  and  DaUin  voted  ■i' 
their  thanks  for  this  conduct. 
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tfihe  Generai  A$wMy  qfNem  York. 


A.  D.  1775. 
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The  ftUowiDg  if  a  copy  of  the  Memo- 
rial: 

''To  the  Right   Honourable  the  Lords 
.  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  in  Parliament  assembled. 
<'  The  Memorial  of  his  Majesty's  faith- 
ful subjects  and  representatives  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  in  ge- 
neral Assembly  convened. 

**  May  it  please  your  Lordships* 
*<  We  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
kyal  subjects,  the  representatives  of  the 
colony  of  New  York,  m  general  assembly 
oooveoed,  are  conscious,  when  we  address 
Toor  lordships,  that  we  are  applying  to  a 
body  who  have  ever  been  distinguished 
for  the  firmest  attachment  to  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  and  that  happiest  result  of 
them,  the  British  constitution. 

"  We  acknowledge  ourselves,  and  the 
iftofk  we  represent,  strictly  bound  by  the 
ties  of  faith  and  allegiance  to  our  most 
gracious  sovereign,  that  we  justly  owe  the 
iiine  faith  and  allegiance  as  are  due  to 
him  from  his  subjects  in  Great  Britain, 
that  we  regard  him  with  the  utmost  vene- 
ntisD,  and  that  we  shall  be  ever  ready  to 
contribute  to  his  service,  and  to  support 
the  diffnity  of  his  crown  and  government* 

**  We  esteem  ourselves  happy  in  our 
connection  with  the  parent  state,  whose 
troe  interests  are  inseparably  united  with 
our  own ;  and  we  are  fully  sensible,  that 
Bone  but  the  enemies  of  both  countries 
could  ever  wish  to  disjoin  tliem* 

'<  Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we 
consider  ourselves  as  parts  of  one  great 
anpire,  in  which  it  is  necessary  there 
ihould  be  some  supreme  regulating  pow^r. 
But  though  we  acknowledge  the  existence 
^  such  power,  yet  we  conceive  it  by  no 
nieaps  comprehends  a  right  of  binding 
OS  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  because  a 
power  of  so  unbounded  an  extent,  would 
totally  deprive  us  of  security,  and  reduce 
vs  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject  servitude* 

**  The  colonies,  as  your  lordships  know, 
vere  not  in  contemplation  when  tne  forms 
of  the  British  constitution  were  establish- 
ad ;  it  followed,  therefore,  from  its  princi- 
ples, when  colonization  took  place,  that 
^  colonists  carried  with  them  all  the 
fights  they  were  entitled  to  in  the  country 
from  which  they  emigrated;  but  as,  from 
their  local  circumstances,  they  were  pre- 
^bded  from  sharing  in  the  representation 
>a  that  legislature  in  which  they  had  been 
'^'^^aented,  they  of  right  claimed,  and 
enjoyed  a  legislature  of  thehr  own,  always 
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acknowledging  the  king,  or  bis  represen* 
tative,  as  one  branch  thereof.  This  right 
they  have  pointedly,  repeatedly,  and  zea- 
lously asserted,  as  what  only  could  afford 
them  that  security  which  their  fellow  sub- 
jects in  Great  Britain  enjoy  under  a  con« 
stitution,  at  once  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  surrounding  nations,  because  no  money 
can  be  raised  upon  the  subject  of  Great 
Britain,  nor  any  law  made  that  is  binding 
on  him,  without  the  concurrence  of  those 
who  have  been  elected  by  the  people  to 
represent  them. 

**  For  what  happiness  can  the  colonies 
expect,  if  their  lives  and  properties  are  at 
the  absolute  disposal  of  otners  ?  And  that 
power  which,  when  restrained  within  its 
just  bounds,  would  dispense  light  and  heat 
to  the  whole  eippire,  may  be  employed 
like  a  devouring  *  flame,  to  consume  and 
destroy  them. 

**  Your  lordships  will  excuse,  nay,  we 
doubt  not  will  commend  us,  for  speaking 
at  this  important  iuncture  with  the  free- 
dom becoming  the  representatives  of  a 
free  people,  when  addressing  ourselves  te 
this  most  illustrious  body. 
^  **  We  therefore  beg  leave,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  declare  we  conceive  the  people  of 
the  colonies  entitled  to  equal  rights  and 
privileges  with  their  fellow  siidijects  ia 
Great  britain ;  and  that  upon  these  prin- 
ciples it  is  a  grievance  of  a  most  alarming 
nature,  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain should  claim  a  right  to  enact  laws, 
binding  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever. 

**  Incompatible  as  this  claim  is  with  the' 
very  idea  of  freedom,  your  lordships  can- 
not wonder  that  the  colonies  should  ^- 
press  an  invincible  repugnance  to  it.  Ab- 
solute and  uncontrolable  power  In  any  man, 
or  body  of  men,  necessarily  implies  absolute 
slavery  in  those  who  are  subject  to  it; 
even  should  such  a  power  not  be  carried 
into  execution,  yet  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  liberties  of  an  Englishman  are  his 
rights,  and  that  freedom  consists  not  in  a 
mere  exemption  from  oppression,  but  io 
a  right  to  such  exemption  founded  on  law 
and  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 

<<  But  your  lordships  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  this  claim  has  been  exercised  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  give  the  colonists  the  ut- 
most uneasiness,  and  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable grounds  of  complaint. 

«  Duties  for  the  express  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue  in  America,  have  been 
imposed  upon  several  articles  imported 
directly  from  Great  Britaiui  or  the  British 
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colonies,  and  on  forei^  wines,  an  article 
which  does  not  in  the  least  interfere  with 
the  products  of  Great  Britaiui  nor  any  of 
its  colonies. 

**  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
courts  has  been  extended  beyond  its  an- 
cient, limits ;  the  judges  of  those  courts 
invested  with  new  and  unconstitutional 
powers ;  the  subjects  in  America,  in  many 
cases,  divested  of  that  invaluable  privilege, 
a  trial  by  jury,  and  a  discrimination  highly 
injurious  held  up  between  us  and  our  fel- 
low subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

*^  Acts  have  been  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suspending  the  legislature  of  this 
colony  from  the  exercise  of  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  till  it  should  comply  with 
requisitions  which  it  had  before  judged 
improper,  and  laying  an  unreasonable  re- 
straint upon  us  with  respect  to  the  emis- 
sion of  paper  currency  to  be  a  legal  tender 
within  the  colony. 

**  Officers  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  have  been  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  people  with  respect  both 
to  their  salaries  and  the  tenure  of  their 
commissions,  whereby  they  are  freed 
from  those  checks  to  which,  as  servants  of 
tlie  public,  they  ought  to  be  subject,  al- 
though the  representatives  of  the  people 
have  ever  been  ready,  and  now  declare 
their  willingness  to  make  suitable  (>rovi- 
aion  for  their  support. 

'*  New  and  unconstitutional  Acts  have 
been  passed,  and  constructions  made  of 
an  old  one,  by  which  the  American  sub- 
ject is  directed  to  be  tried  for  offences, 
either  real  or  supposed,  not  in  the  place 
ti^here  the  fact  was  committed,  where  his 
witnesses  reside,  and  their  characters 
are  known,  but  in  a  strange  country, 
where  his  witnesses  may  not  attend,  and 
where  their  credibility  cannot  be  ascer- 
tuned. 

**  We  are  extremely  unhappy  that  oc- 
tasion  has  been  given  us  to  add  to  the  ca- 
talogue of  our  grievances,  the  laws  enact- 
ed in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston, 
for  altering  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chuset's  Bay,  and  for  the  impartial  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  in  certain  cases,  in 
that  province. 

**  Although  it  is  not  our  intention  to 
enter  into  a  justification  of  the  measures 
which  occasioned  these  Acts,  or  to  inti- 
mate an  approbation  of  the  mode  pursued 
for  redressing  the  grievances  or  which 
they  have  been  productive,  yet  we  cannot 
help  viewing  them  as  fonniog  precedents 


of  so  dangerous  a  nature,  as  mart  mder 
the  privileges,  the  property,  and  even  im 
lives  of  all  his  Majesty's  American  nl^ 
jects  precarious  and  insecure. 

"  By  other  Acts  of  the  same  sesaoo, 
the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Qad)ec  ire 
considerably  extended ;  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  may  be  construed  to  be  es- 
tablished throughout  that  province;  and 
such  regulations  are  enacted  respecting 
its  trade,  as  not  only  hold  up  a  discrimi- 
nation between  the  continental,  and  other 
colonies,  injurious  to  the  former,  bat  n 
the  establishment  of  the  port  of  entry,  en- 
not  fail  totally  to  deprive  this  colooy  of  an 
extensive  and  important  commerce,  wkick 
it  formerly  carried  on  with  the  native  la* 
dian  inhabitants  of  that  vast  track  of  caoa- 
try,  now  included  vrithin  the  bounds  if 
that  government. 

*^  These  are  the  principal  grievanca 
under  which  our  constituents  at  preaeol 
labour ;  but  though  we  conceive  it  mr 
duty  thus  fully  to  lay  them  before  joor 
lordships,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  yon,  ifait 
we  shall  always  cheeriully  submit  to  tbs 
constitutional  exercise  of  the  supreme  i^ 
gulating  power  lodged  in  the  King,  Lordly 
and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  is 
all  Acts  calculated  for  the  general  weal  rf 
the  empire,  and  the  due  regulation  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  thereof.^ 

**  We  conceive  this  power  indadoia 
right  to  lay  duties  upon  all  articles  ia- 
ported  directly  into  the  colonies  from  asf 
foreign  country  or  plantation  which  m^ 
interfere  with  products  and  manufadnrei 
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our  constituents,  that  no  taxes  be  ioh 
posed  on  them  but  with  their  ooDseat 
given  personally,  or  by  their  lawful  rqll^ 
sentatives. 

<<  Whilst,  therefore,  we  entertain  nek 
dispositions  of  obedience  to  the  Iswial 
powers  of  government,  of  allegiance  to 
our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  attadi- 
ment  to  the  parent  country ;  we  baiaUf 
hope  that  your  lordships  will  aid  and  coo- 
cur  in  redressine  our  grievances,  remov- 
ing all  cause  of  dissention  with  Great  Bn- 
j  tain,  and  establishing  our  rights  and  pn*i* 
.  leges  upon  a  solid  and  lasting  foundatioo. 
And  your  memorialists  shaU  ever  praf* 
By  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

«  John  Crugeb,  Speaker.* 

**  Assembly-chamber,  city  of  Nwr  Yoit 
25th  day  of  Marcfat  IT!S/' 


9SS]      Tie  King's  Speech  at  the  Qou  ^the  Semm.      A.  D.  1775. 


[69* 


Thi  Speaker'i  Speech  to  the  Kmgon 
weuting  the  Money  BUU.']  May26.  jThe 
jSng  beic^  come  to  the  House  of  Peersy 
lo  put  ffo  end  to  the  sesiion,  sent  for  the 
Comnons :  the  Speaker,  with  the  House* 
went  1^9  and  previous  to  the  royal  assent 
Mag  given  to  the  Bills  which  were  ready, 

The  Speaker  delivered  himself  to  the 
Ibfiowing  purport: 

Sir ;  your  ffuthful  Commons  present  to 
vott  three  Money  Bills ;  the  first  for  rais- 
ing money  by  loans  of  Exchequer^^biils  for 
tbe  service  of  the  year  1775 ;  the  second 
fir  establishing  a  lottery*  and  for  payins 
off  lyOOOyOOCV.  3  per  cent,  annuities,  and 
fer  other  purposes  therein  mentioned; 
sod  the  other  tor  appropriating  die  sur- 
plusses  of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  service 
sf  the  current  year.  These  are  all  neces- 
ttiv  grants,  but  they  are  yet  very  heavy, 
sad  are  what  nothing  but  the  particular 
ougencies  of  the  times  could  justify,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace.  The  unhappy 
dUfersnces  in  America,  have  been  the 
diief  cause  of  this  expence ;  and  I  trust, 
flist  when  the  people  of  America  see,  in 
i  proper  light,  the  conduct  of  this  coun«> 
tij,  they  will  learn  to  pay  proper  obe- 
dience to  the  laws ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
thev  should  persist  in  their  resolutions, 
and  that  the  sword  must  be  drawn,  your 
fiuiUbl  Commons  will  do  every  thing  in 
th»r  power  to  maintain  and  support  the 
lopremacy  of  this  legislature.  A  great 
nit  of  the  session  has  been  taken  up  in 
dstermining  complaints  respecting  con- 
troverted dections.  1  cannot  but  admire 
the  wisdom  of  the  last  parliament  in  enact- 
isg  that  law ;  neither  can  I  withhold  the 
Wm  justly  doe  to  the  committees  who 
ufo  acted  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tbs  public,  and  so  fully  in  discharge  of 
^Ur  own  consciences/  On  the  whole. 
Sir,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  faith- 
My  apply  the  money  thus  granted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  appropriated: 

Thi  Kk^s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Seum.']  JUb  Majesty,  after  giving  the 
*0Tal  assent  to  several  Bills,  pot  an  end  tp 
fc  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
botfa  Houses: 

^  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  you,  forbear  to 
IBpreas  my  entire  satisfaction  in  your  con- 


duct, during  the  course  of  this  important 
session. 

**  You  have  maintained,  with  a  firm  and 
steadv  resolution,  the  rights  of  my  crown 
and  tne  authority  of  parliament,  which  I 
shall  ever  consider  as  inseparable.  You 
have  protected  and  promoted  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  my  kingdoms;  and 
you  have  at  the  same  time  given  convinc- 
ing proofs  of  your  readiness  (as  far  as  the 
constitution  will  allow  you)  to  gratify  the 
wishes  and  remove  the  apprehensions  'of 
my  subjects  in  America;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  the  most  salutary  efiects  roust 
in  the  end  result  from  measures  formed 
and  conducted  on  such  principles. 

**  The  late  mark  of  your  afiectionate 
attachment  to  me  and  to  the  Queepj,  and 
the  zeal  and  unanimity  which  accompanied 
it,  demand  my  particular  thanks. 

*'  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acouaint 
you,  that,  as  well  from  the  general  dispo- 
sitions of  other  powers,  as  from  tbe  solemn 
assurances  whicn  I  have  received,  I  havfr 
great  reason  to  expect  the  continuance  of 
peace.  Nothing,  on  my  part,  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  and 
interest  of  my  kingdoms,  shall  be  wanting 
to  secure  the  public  tranquillity. 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
<<  It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  th^ 
unhappy  disturbances  in  some  of  my  co- 
lonies nave  obliged  me  to  propose  an  au|^ 
mentation  of  my  army,  and  have  prevent- 
ed me  from  completing  the  intended  re- 
duction of  the  establishment  of  my  naval 
forces.  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you 
for  the  cheerfulness  and  public  spirit  with 
which  you  have  granted  the  supplies  for 
the  services  of  the  current  year. 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
**  I  have  nothing  to  desire  of  you,  but 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  preserve 
and  to  cultivate  in  your  several  counties 
tihe  same  regard  for  public  order,  and  the 
same  discernment  of^  their  true  interests^ 
which  have  in  these  times  distinguished 
the  character  of  my  faithful  and  beloved 
people;  and  the  continuance  of  which 
cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home, 
and  respected  abroad.' 


9f 


The  Parliament  vbs  then  nrorogued  to 
the  27th  of  Julv,  and  was  anerwards  fur- 
ther proroguedf  to  the  26th  of  October. 
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'  colonies,  and  on  forei^  wines,  an  article 
which  does  not  in  the  least  interfere  with 
the  products  of  Great  BritaiDi  nor  any  of 
its  colonies. 

*^  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
courts  has  been  extended  beyond  its  an- 
cient limits ;  the  judges  of  those  courts 
invested  with  new  and  unconstitutional 
powers ;  the  subjects  in  America,  in  ^any 
cases,  divested  of  that  invaluable  privilege, 
.  a  trial  by  jury,  and  a  discrimination  highly 
injurious  held  up  between  us  and  our  fel* 
low  subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

<<  Acts  have  been  passed  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  suspending  the  legislature  of  this 
colony  from  the  exercise  of  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  till  it  should  comply  with 
requisitions  which  it  had  before  judged 
improper,  and  laying  an  unreasonable  re- 
straint upon  us  with  respect  to  the  emis- 
sion of  paper  currency  to  be  a  legal  tender 
within  the  colony. 

'*  Officers  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  have  been  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  people  with  respect  both 
to  tlieir  salaries  and  the  tenure  of  their 
commissions,  whereby  they  are  freed 
from  those  checks  to  which,  as  servants  of 
the  public,  they  ought  to  be  subject,  al- 
though the  representatives  of  the  people 
hftve  ever  been  ready,  and  now  declare 
their  willingness  to  make  suitable  (>rovi- 
Aoxx  for  their  support. 

**  New  and  unconstitutional  Acts  have 
been  passed,  and  constructions  made  of 
an  old  one,  by  which  the  American  sub- 
ject is  directed  to  be  tried  for  offences, 
either  real  or  supposed,  not  in  the  place 
ti^here  the  fact  was  committed,  where  his 
witnesses  reside,  and  their  characters 
fire  known,  but  in  a  strange  country, 
where  his  witnesses  may  not  attend,  and 
where  their  credibility  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained. 

**  We  are  extremely  unhappy  that  oc- 
Isasion  has  been  given  us  to  aad  to  the  ca- 
talogue of  our  grievances,  the  laws  enact- 
ed in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston, 
for  altering  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  for  the  impartial  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  in  certain  cases,  in 
that  province. 

*^  Although  it  is  not  our  intention  to 
enter  into  a  justification  of  the  measures 
which  occasioned  those  Acts,  or  to  inti- 
mate an  approbation  of  the  mode  pursued 
for  redressing  the  grievances  or  which 
they  have  been  productive,  yet  we  cannot 
help  viewing  them  as  fonniog  precedents 


of  so  dangerous  a  nature,  as  mustnuder 
the  privileges,  the  property,  and  evea  iIm 
lives  of  all  his  Majesty's  American  sal^ 
jects  precarious  and  insecure. 

*<  By  other  Acts  of  the  same  senioD, 
the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Quebec  sre 
considerably  extended;  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  may  be  construed  to  be  es- 
tablished throughout  that  province;  aad 
such  regulations  are  enacted  respectiD| 
its  trade,  as  not  only  hold  up  a  discrimi- 
nation between  the  continental,  and  otfaer 
colonies,  injurious  to  the  former,  bat  ia 
the  establishment  of  the  port  of  entry,  caa- 
not  fail  totally  to  deprive  this  colony  of  aa 
extensive  and  important  commerce,  wUch 
it  formerly  carriea  on  with  the  natnre  In- 
dian inhabitants  of  that  vast  track  of  ooo^ 
try,  now  included  within  the  boanda  tf 
that  government. 

."  tliese  are  the  princnpal  grtevaooei 
under  which  our  constituents  at  preieiit 
labour ;  but  though  we  conceive  it  our 
duty  thus  fully  to  lay  them  before  josr 
lordships,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
we  shall  always  cheeifiilly  submit  to  tba 
constitutional  exercise  of  the  supreme  r»> 
gulating  power  lodged  in  the  King,  Lordii 
and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  ts 
all  Acts  calculated  for  the  general  weal  i 
the  empire,  and  the  due  regulation  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  thereof^ 

**  We  conceive  this  power  indodsf  a 
right  to  lay  duties  upon  all  artidea  ia* 
ported  directly  into  the  colonies  from  any 
foreign  country  or  plantation  which  may 
interfere  with  products  and  manufacturef 
of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  part  of  hif 
Majesty's  dominions ;  but  that  is  eeaential 
to  freedom,  and  the  undoubted  rights  af 
our  constituents,  that  no  taxes  oe  in* 
posed  on  them  but  with  their  cooaett 
given  personally,  or  by  their  lawful  repe- 
sentatives. 

<<  Whilst,  therefore,  we  entertaia  aoch 
dispositions  of  obedience  to  the  lawM 
;  powers  of  government,  of  all^ianoe  to 
j  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  attadi- 
ment  to  the  parent  country ;  we  hoiabif 
hope  that  your  lordships  will  aid  and  can* 
cur  in  redressine  our  grievances,  remov- 
ing all  cause  of  dissention  with  Great  Bn* 
tain,  and  establishing  our  rights  and  privi- 
leges upon  a  solid  and  lastine  foundatioo. 
And  your  memorialists  shafi  ever  pisf* 
By  order  oi  the  General  Assembly. 

«  John  Crugeb,  Speaker.** 

"  Assembly-chamber,  city  of  Neir  Yort 
S5th  day  of  Marcfat  177^.'' 


03]       I^  tSng^s  Speech  at  the  Clou  qfthe  Sesthn.       A.  D.  1775. 
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Tie  Speaker's  Speech  to  the  King  on 
Resenting  the  Money  Bilk.']  MayS26.  jThe 
feng  being  come  to  the  House  of  Peen, 
lo  put  an  end  to  the  session^  sent  for  the 
Coimnons:  the  Speaker,  with  the  House* 
went  up,  and  previous  to  the  royal  assent 
beiDg  given  to  the  Bills  which  were  ready, 

The  Speaker  delivered  himself  to  the 
ibllowing  purport ; 

Sir ;  your  faithful  Commons  present  to 
von  three  Money  Bills ;  the  fir$t  for  rais- 
ng  money  by  loans  of  Exchequer^bills  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1775 ;  the  second 
fir  establishing  a  lottery,  and  for  paying 
off  IfiOOfiOOl,  3  per  cent,  annuities,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned; 
sad  the  other  tor  appropriating  the  sur- 
pluses of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  service 
sf  the  current  year.  These  are  all  neces- 
ttrv  grants,  but  they  are  yet  very  heavy, 
sndare  what  nothing  but  the  particular 
eiigenciea  of  the  times  could  justify,  in  a 
tinie  of  profound  peace.  The  unhappy 
ttBerences  in  America,  have  been  the 
diief  cause  of  this  expence ;  and  I  trust, 
tiist  when  the  people  of  Aroenca  see,  in 
i  proper  light,  the  conduct  of  this  coun<- 
tijf  they  will  learn  to  pay  proper  obe- 
dience to  the  laws ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
thcnr  should  persist  in  their  resolutions, 
snu  that  the  sword  must  be  drawn,  your 
fiuihful  Commons  will  do  every  thing  in 
tbeir  power  to  maintain  and  support  the 
npremacy  of  this  legislature.  A  great 
put  of  the  session  has  been  taken  up  in 
ostermining  complaints  respecting  con- 
troverted dections.  1  cannot  but  admire 
the  wisdom  of  the  last  parliament  in  enact* 
isg  that  law ;  neither  can  I  withhold  the 

Ciise  justly  due  to  the  committees  who 
ve  acted  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
ths  public,  and  so  fuUy  in  discharge  of 
lUr  own  consciences/  On  the  whole, 
Sir,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  faith- 
^y  ^PP^y  ^®  money  thus  granted  to  the 
pupoaes  for  which  it  was  appropriated: 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Cloie  of  the 
^etnoH,']  lUs  Majesty,  after  giving  the 
>^  assent  to  several  Bills,  put  an  end  tp 
fc  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
■•A  Houses: 

^  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  you,  forbear  to 
WKpreas  my  entire  satis&cticm  in  your  con«- 


duct,  during  the  course  of  this  important 
session. 

**  You  have  maintained*  with  a  firm  and 
steady  resolution,  the  rights  of  my  crown 
and  tne  authority  of  parliament,  which  I 
shall  ever  consider  as  inseparable.  You 
have  protected  and  promoted  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  my  kingdoms;  and 
vou  have  at  the  same  time  given  convinc- 
mg  proofs  of  your  readiness  (as  far  as  the 
constitution  will  allow  you)  to  gratify  the 
wishes  and  remove  the  apprehensions  'a£ 
my  subjects  in  America;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  the  most  salutary  effects  must 
in  the  end  result  from  measures  formed 
and  conducted  on  such  principles. 

**  The  late  mark  of  your  affectionate 
attachment  to  me  and  to  the  Queeji,  and 
the  zeal  and  unanimity  which  accompanied 
it,  demand  my  particular  thanks. 

**  1  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  as  well  from  the  general  dispo- 
sitions of  other  powers,  as  from  the  solemn 
assurances  whicn  I  have  received,  I  havfr 
great  reason  to  expect  the  continuance  of 
pence.  Nothing,  on  -my  part,  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  oif  the  honour  and 
interest  of  my  kingdoms,  shall  be  wanting 
to  secure  the  public  tranquillity. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
<<  It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  tho 
unhappy  disturbances  in  some  of  my  o^ 
lonies  nave  obliged  me  to  propose  an  au^^ 
mentation  of  my  army,  and  have  prevent- 
ed me  from  completing  the  intended  ro- 
duction  of  the  establishment  of  my  naval 
forces.  I  cannot  su£Sciently  thank  yoa 
for  the  cheerfulness  and  public  spirit  with 
which  you  have  granted  the  supplies  for 
the  services  of  the  current  year. 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  have  nothing  to  desire  of  you,  but 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  preserve 
and  to  cultivate  in  your  several  counties 
tihe  same  regard  for  public  order,  and  the 
same  discernment  of  their  true  interests, 
which  have  in  these  times  distinguished 
the  character  of  my  faithful  and  beloved 
people;  and  the  continuance  of  which 
cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home, 
and  respected  abroad." 

The  Parliament  teas  then  prorogued  to 
the  27th  of  July,  and  was  afterwards  fur- 
ther prorogued  to  the  26th  of  October. 


691]         JiS  GEORGE  IIL       DebiUe  in  the  Lordi  on  tie  MemarUl^  tfc      [M 

colonies,  and  on  forei^  wines,  an  article    of  so  dangerous  a  nature,  as  must  nuder 
which  does  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  >  the  privileges,  the  property,  and  erea  im 


the  products  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  of 
its  colonies. 

**  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
courts  has  been  extended  beyond  its  an- 
cient limits ;  the  judges  of  those  courts 
invested  with  new  and  unconstitutional 
powers ;  the  subjects  in  America,  in  many 
cases,  divested  of  that  invaluable  privilege, 
a  trial  by  jury,  and  a  discrimination  highly 
injurious  held  up  between  us  and  our  fel- 
low subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

<<  Acts  have  been  passed  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  suspending  the  legislature  of  this 
colony  from  the  exercise  of  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  till  it  should  comply  with 
requisitions  which  it  had  before  judged 
improper,  and  laying  an  unreasonable  re- 
strain t  upon  us  with  respect  to  the  emis- 
sion of  paper  currency  to  be  a  legal  tender 
within  the  colony. 

*^  Officers  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  have  been  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  people  with  respect  both 
to  tlieir  salaries  and  the  tenure  of  their 
commissions,  whereby  they  are  freed 
from  those  checks  to  which,  as  servants  of 
the  public,  they  ought  to  be  subject,  al- 
though the  representatives  of  the  people 
hftve  ever  been  ready,  and  now  declare 
their  willingness  to  make  suitable  ^rovi- 
tion  for  their  support. 

**  New  and  unconstitutional  Acts  have 
been  passed,  and  constructions  made  of 
an  old  one,  by  which  the  American  sub- 
ject is  directed  to  be  tried  for  offences, 
either  real  or  supposed,  not  in  the  place 
tvhere  the  fact  was  committed,  where  his 

witnesses    reside,    and    their    characters  , _  __       

are  known,  but  in  a  strange  country,  our  constituents,  that  no  taxes  be  iib* 
where  his  witnesses  may  not  attend,  and  posed  on  them  but  with  their  ooosest 
where  their  credibility  cannot  be  ascer-  given  personally,  or  by  their  lawful  rqll^ 
tained.  sentatives. 

**  We  are  extremely  unhappy  that  oc-  ''  Whilst,  therefore,  we  entertain  nA 
Isasion  has  been  given  us  to  aad  to  the  ca-  dispositions  of  obedience  to  the  IsviU 
talogue  of  our  grievances,  the  laws  enact-  j  powers  of  government,  of  all^ian^  t0 
ed  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parlia-  j  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  atttdi- 
ment,  for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  |  ment  to  the  parent  country ;  we  honbif 
for  altering  the  government  of  the  Massa-  hope  that  your  lordships  will  aid  sad  coa- 
chuset^s  Bay,  and  for  the  impartial  admi-  cur  in  redressine  our  grievances,  remo^ 
nistration  of  justice,  in  certain  cases,  in  !  ing  all  cause  of  dissention  with  Great  Bn* 
that  province.  !  tain,  and  establishing  our  rights  and  pnvi* 

**  Although  it  is  not  our  intention  to   leges  upon  a  solid  and  lastine  fooodatioD* 
enter  into  a  justification  of  the  measures    And  your  memorialists  shafl  ever  pi9' 
vrhich  occasioned  those  Acts,  or  to  inti-    By  order  of  the  General  Assembly* 
mate  an  approbation  of  the  mode  pursued    .  u  Jqhk  Cbuger,  Sp^^*** 

for  redressing  the  grievances  or  which 
they  have  been  productive,  yet  we  cannot 
help  viewing  them  as  forming  precedents 


lives  of  all  his  Majesty's  American  sal^ 
jects  precarious  and  insecure. 

<<  By  other  Acts  of  the  same  senioD, 
the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Quebec  are 
considerably  extended;  the  Roman  Ca^ 
tholic  religion  may  be  construed  to  be  es- 
tablished throughout  that  province ;  ud 
such  regulations  are  enacted  respecting 
its  trade,  as  not  only  hold  up  a  discrimi- 
nation between  the  continental,  and  odier 
colonies,  injurious  to  the  former,  bot  is 
the  establishment  of  the  port  of  entry,  caa* 
not  fail  totally  to  deprive  this  colony  of  aa 
extensive  ancl  important  commerce,  wbich 
it  formerly  carrieii  on  with  the  native  hw 
dian  inhabitants  of  that  vast  track  of  ooo^ 
try,  now  included  within  the  bounds  if 
that  government. 

^*  These  are  the  priacipa]  griennoei 
under  which  our  constituents  at  present 
labour ;  but  tliough  we  conceive  it  our 
duty  thus  fully  to  lay  them  before  josr 
lordships,  we  b^  leave  to  assure  joo,  that 
we  shall  always  cheerfully  submit  to  the 
constitutional  exercise  of  the  supreme  r^ 
gulating  power  lodged  in  the  King,  Lordly 
and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  te 
all  Acts  calculated  for  the  general  weal  rf 
the  empire,  and  the  due  regulation  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  thereof^ 

«<  We  conceive  this  power  indadesa 
right  to  lay  duties  upon  all  articles  iii- 
ported  directly  into  the  colonies  from  any 
foreiffn  country  or  plantation  which  m^ 
intertere  with  products  and  manufacturef 


"  Assembly-chamber^  city  of  Ner  YiA 
25th  day  of  Mtu-cfat  177&'' 


03]       Tie  iSSnf*<  Speech  at  the  Clou  tfihe  Sestkm.      A.  D.  1775. 
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Tke  Speaker^s  Speech  to  the  Kwgon 
mnteMtn^  the  Manejf  BUU.2  MajSG.  jThe 
MJDg  being  come  to  the  House  of  Peere, 
to  put  ffo  end  to  the  sesiion,  sent  for  the 
Commons :  the  Speaker,  with  the  House, 
vent  1^,  and  previous  to  the  royal  assent 
fcekig  given  to  the  Bills  which  were  ready, 

The  Speaker  delivered  himself  to  the 
Ibllowing  purport : 

Sir ;  your  ffuthful  Commons  present  to 
voa  three  Money  Bills ;  the  first  for  rais- 
ing money  by  loans  of  Exchequer^^bills  for 
Ae  service  of  the  year  1775;  the  second 
far  establishing  a  lottery^  and  for  payins 
off  1,000,000^  3  per  cent*  annuities,  and 
for  other    purposes  therein  mentioned; 
sad  the  other  tor  appropriating  the  sur- 
pluses <tf  the  sinking  fund  for  the  service 
sf  the  current  year.    These  are  all  neces* 
ttrv  grants,  but  they  are  yet  very  heavy, 
snd  are  what  nothing  but  the  particular 
eiigencies  of  the  times  could  justify,  in  a 
tine  of  profound   peace.    The  unhappy 
Merences  in   America,    have    been  the 
diief  cause  of  this  expence ;  and  I  trust, 
thst  when  the  people  of  America  see,  in 
i  proper  light,  the  conduct  of  this  coun- 
liy,  they  will  learn  to  pay  proper  obe- 
dteace  to  the  laws ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
they  should  persist  in  their  resolutions, 
and  that  the  sword  must  be  drawn,  your 
iailhfal  Commons  will  do  every  thing  in 
tiieir  power  to  maintain  and  support  the 
lujpreniacy  of  this  legislature.    A  great 
ptft  of  the  session  has  been  taken  up  in 
ostermining    complaints  respecting  con- 
troverted elections.    1  cannot  but  admire 
the  wisdom  of  the  last  parliament  in  enact- 
isg  that  law ;  neither  can  I  withhold  the 
pnsse  justly  due  to  the  committees  who 
save  acted  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
te  public,  and  so  fully  in  discharge  of 
lihdr  own  consdences.*^  On  the  whole, 
Siiy  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  faith- 
fiiHy  apply  the  money  thus  granted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  appropriated: 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Cio$e  of  the 
Seum.']  llis  Majesty,  after  giving  the 
*OTal  assent  to  several  Bills,  put  an  end  tp 
fc  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses: 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  you,  forbear  to 
V^^'M  my  entire  satisfaction  in  your  con- 


duct, during  the  course  of  this  important 
session. 

**  You  have  maintained,  with  a  firm  and 
steady  resolution,  the  rights  of  my  crown 
and  the  authority  of  paniament,  which  I 
shall  ever  consider  as  inseparable.  You 
have  protected  and  promoted  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  my  kingdoms;  and 
^ou  have  at  the  same  time  given  convince 
mg  proofs  of  your  readiness  (as  far  as  the 
constitution  will  allow  you)  to  gratify  the 
wishes  and  remove  the  apprehensions  'of 
my  subjects  in  America;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  the  most  salutary  effects  must 
in  the  end  result  from  measures  formed 
and  conducted  on  such  principles. 

**  The  late  mark  of  your  affectionate 
attachment  to  me  and  to  the  Queeii,  and 
the  zeal  and  unanimity  which  accompanied 
it,  demand  my  particular  thanks. 

**  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  as  well  from  the  general  dispo- 
sitions of  other  powers,  as  from  the  solemn 
assurances  whicn  I  have  received,  I  have 
great  reason  to  expect  the  continuance  of 
peace.  Nothing,  on  my  part,  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  and 
interest  of  my  kingdoms,  shall  be  wanting 
to  secure  the  public  tranquillity. 

<*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
<<  It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the 
unhappy  disturbances  in  some  of  my  co- 
lonies have  obliged  me  to  propose  an  au|^ 
mentation  of  my  army,  and  have  prevent- 
ed me  from  completing  the  intended  re- 
duction of  the  establishment  of  my  naval 
forces.  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you 
for  the  cheerfulness  and  public  spirit  with 
which  you  have  granted  the  supplies  for 
the  services  of  the  current  year. 

'<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
**  I  have  nothing  to  desire  of  you,  but 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  preserve 
and  to  cultivate  in  your  several  counties 
tihe  same  regard  for  public  order,  and  the 
same  discernment  of  their  true  interests, 
which  have  in  these  times  distinguished 
the  character  of  my  faithful  and  beloved 
people;  and  the  continuance  of  which 
cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home, 
and  respected  abroad.'' 

The  Parliament  teas  then  prorogued  to 
the  27th  of  July,  and  was  afterwards  fur- 
ther prorogued  to  the  26th  of  October. 


\» 


SECOND  SESSION 

OF    THE 

FOURTEENTH  PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN- 

The  King* 8  Speech  on  Opening  the  Ses* 
Mc;w,»]  October  26,  1775.  The  King 
came  to  the  Hoose  of  Peers,  and  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  Speech : 
'<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 
'<  The  present  situation  of  America, 
and  my  constant  desire  to  have  your  ad- 
vice, concurrence,  and  assistance  on  every 
important  occasion,  have  determined  me 
to  call  you  thus  early  together. 

'*  Those  who  have  long  too  successfully 
laboured  to  inflame  my  people  in  Ame* 
rica,  b^  gross  misrepresentations,  and  to 
infuse  mto  their  minds  a  system  of  opi- 
nions repugnant  to  the  true  constitution 
of  the  colonies,  and  to  their  subordinate 
relation  to  Great  Britain,  now  openly 
avow  their  revolt,  hostility,  and  rebellion. 
They  have  raised  troops,  and  are  collect- 
ing a  naval  force ;  they  have  seized  the 
{mblic  revenue,  and  assumed  to  themselves 
egislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers, 
which  they  already  exercise  in  the  most 
arbitrary  manner  over  the  persons  and 
properties  of  their  fellow  subjects.  And 
although  many  of  these  unhappy  people 
may  still  retain  their  loyalty,  and  may  be 
too  wise  not  to  see  the  fatal  consequence 
of  this  usurpation,  and  wish  to  resist  it, 
yet  the  torrent  of  violence  has  been 
strong  enough  to  compel  their  acquies- 
cence till  a  sufficient  force  shall  appear  to 
support  them. 

**  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this 
desperate  conspiracy  have,  in  the  conduct 
of  It,  derived  great  advantage  from  the 
difiPerence  of  our  intention  and  theirs. 
They^  meant  only  to  amuse,  by  vague  ex- 
pressions of  attachment  to  the  parent 
state,  and  the  strongest  protestations  of 
loyalty  to  me,  whilst  they  were  preparing 
for  a  general  revolt.  On  our  part,  tnough 
it  was  declared  in  your  last  session  tliat  a 
rebellion  existed  within  the  province  of 
Ihe  Massachuset's  Bay,  yet  even  that  pro- 
<vince  we  wished  rather  to  reclaim  than  to 
subdue.    The  resolutions  of  parliament 

*  For  a  sammary  view  of  the  Geoeral  State 
of  Public  Affairs  iu  England  and  America,  pre- 
vious to  and  about  tbe  time  of  the  Meeting  of 
Parliament,  see  Annual  Register  for  17 76, 
p.  36— S5. 
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breatlied  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  for- 
bearance;  conciliatory  propositions  ac- 
companied the  measures  taken  to  enfiorce 
authority,  and  the  coercive  acts  were 
adapted  to  cases  of  criminal  combinatioDS 
amongst  subjects  not  then  in  arms.  I 
have  acted  with  the  same  temper,  anxion 
to  prevent,  if  it  had  been  possible,  the  ef- 
fusion of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and  the 
calamities  which  are  inseparable  from  a 
state  of  war;  still  hoping  that  my  people 
in  America  would  have  discerned  the 
traitorous  views  of  their  leaders,  and  have 
been  convinced,  that  to  be  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  with  all  its  consequenoei, 
is  to  be  the  freest  member  of  any  civil  lo- 
ciety  in  the  known  world. 

<*  The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  be- 
come more  general,  and  is  manifestly 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
an  independent  empire.  I  need  notdtreu 
upon  the  fatal  efiects  of  the  success  of  such 
a  plan.  The  object  is  too  important,  the 
spirit  of  the  British  nation  too  high,  the 
resources  with  which  God  hath  bleoed  her 
too  numerous,  to  give  up  so  many  colonies 
which  slie  has  planted  with  great  indastiy, 
nursed  with  great  tenderness,  encouraged 
with  many  commercial  advantages,  snd 
protected  and  defended  at  much  expeoct 
of  blood  and  treasure. 

<*  It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wtsdom 
and  fin  its  effects)  of  clemency,  to  put  s 
speedy  end  to  these  disorders  by  tbe  nioit 
decisive  exertions.  For  this  purpose  i 
have  increased  m}'  naval  estabtisoneB^ 
and  greatly  augmented  my  land  forces; 
but  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  the  ktst 
burthensome  to  my  kingdoms. 

**  I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  tDfom 
you,  that  I  have  received  tbe  mostfrMndlr 
offers  of  foreign  assistance ;  and  if  I  shil 
make  any  treaties  in  consequence  thereof 
they  shall  be  laid  before  you.  And  I  htre^ 
in  testimony  of  my  affection  for  mv  peo* 
pie,  who  can  have  no  cause  in  which  Ism 
not  equally  interested,  sent  to  the  fffth 
sons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a  pert 
of  my  electoral  troops,  in  order  thst  a 
larger  number  of  the  established  forces  of 
this  kingdom  may  be  applied  to  the  vaa^ 
tenance  of  its  authority ;  and  the  nadoDsi 
militia,  planned  and  regulated  with  eqssl 
regard  to  the  rights,  safety,  and  protection 
of  my  crown  and  people,  may  give8ih^ 
ther  extent  and  activity  to  our  nilitsif 
operations. 

**  When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  nnl- 
titude,  against  whom  this  force  will  be 
directed,  shall  betome  sensible  of  tbdr 
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tmtf  I  ihall  be  ready  to  receive  the  mif* 
led  with  tenderness  and  mercy:  and  in 
eider  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  which 
BMy  arise  from  the  great  distance  of  their 
atttation,  and  to  remove,  as  soon  as  pos^ 
lible,  the  calamities  which  they  sofier,  I 
dudi  ffive  aathority  to  certain  persons 
upon  me  spot  to  grant  general  or  parti- 
cfUar  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  such 
BMnoery  and  to  sach  persons  as  they  shall 
think  fit ;  and  to  receive  the  submission  of 
soj  province  *  or  colony,  which  shall  be 
dbpoted  to  return  to  its  allegiance.  It 
Daj  be  also  proper  to  authorize  the  per- 
Mos  so  commissioned  to  restore  such  pro- 
vince or  colony  so  returning  to  its  alle- 
giance, to  the  free  exercise  of  its  trade 
and  oommerce,  and  to  the  same  protec- 
tion and  security,  as  if  such  provmce  or 
colony  had  never  revolted. 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

"  I  have  ordered  the  proper  estimates 
fat  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you ; 
and  I  rely  on  your  affection  to  me,  and 
your  resolution  to  maintain  the  just  rights 
of  this  country,  for  such  supplies  as  the 
present  circumstances  of  our  affairs  re- 
fiire.  Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill 
consequences  of  this  rebellion,  none  af- 
6cU  me  more  sensibly  than  the  extraor- 
dinary burthen  which  it  must  create  to 
nj  iiuthful  subjects. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
*^  I  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views 
and  intentions.  The  constant  employ- 
isent  of  my  thoughts,  and  the  most  earnest 
wishes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly  to  the 
laiety  and  happiness  of  all  my  people,  and 
to  the  re-estaoushment  of  order  and  tran- 
oail^^  through  the  several  parts  of  my 
aominioiis,  in  a  close  connection  and  con- 
stitutional dependence.  You  see  the  ten- 
dency of  the  present  disorders,  and  I  have 
stated  to  you  the  measures  which  I  mean 
to  pursue  for  suppressing  them.  What- 
ever remains  to  be  done,  that  may  farther 
contribute  to  this  end,  I  commit  to  your 
wisdom.  And  I  am  happy  to  add  that,  as 
Weil  firom  the  assurances  I  have  received, 
as  from  the  seneral  appearance  of  afiairs 
in  Europe,  I  see  no  probability  that  the 
jaeasures  which  you  may  adopt  will  be 
interrupted  by  disputes  with  any  foreign 
power/' 

Petition  of  the  City  of  London  touching 
^American  Colonies,']  Before  the  mo- 
^  was  made  for  an  Address,  lord  Cam* 
wa  presented  the  following  i^etition : 


**  To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled— The  Humble  Petition  of  the 
.  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mons of  the  city  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Council  assembled, 

"  Sheweth ; 

<<  That  this  court  having  taken  into 
its  most  serious  consideration  the  present 
distressed  situation  of  our  fellow  subjedti 
iu  America,  are  exceedingly  alarmed  for 
the  consequences  of  those  coercive  mea- 
sures, which  are  pursuing  against  them ; 
measures  that  must,  notwithstanding  the 
g^eat  uncertainty  of  their  success,  even- 
tually be  productive  of  new  and  more  bur- 
thensome  taxes,  the  increase  of  an  enor- 
mous national  debt ;  and  finally,  we  fear, 
the  loss  of  the  most  valuable  branch  of 
our  commerce,  on  which  the  existence 
of  an  infinite  number  o£^  industrious 
manufiicturers  and  mechanics  entirely  de- 
pends. 

**  That  his  Majesty  having  been  gra- 
ciously pleased,  in  answer  to  a  late  humble 
and  dutiful  Address  and  Petition  to  the 
throne,  praying  a  cessation  of  hostilitiea 
with  America,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing time,  and  thereby  giving  an  opportu- 
nity for  a  happy  and  lasting  reconciliation 
with  his  Majesty's  American  colonies,  to 
declare,  that  he  should  abide  by  the  sense 
of  his  parliament,  this  court  conceive  it  to 
be  their  indispensable  duty,  thus  early  in 
the  session,  in  the  most  respectful  manner^ 
to  apply  to  this  right  honourid>le  Houtet 
that  it  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures for  the  nealing  of  the  present  un- 
happy disputes  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  colonies,  as  may  be  speedy^ 
permanent,  and  honourable." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Seotia 
to  the  King  and  Parliament*^  Lord 
Chancellor  Bathurst  condemned  the  con- 
duct of  the  noble  lord  who  presented  the 
City  Petition  ;  said  it  had  always  been  • 
rule  in  that  House,  not  to  enter  upon  any 
business,  till  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
had  been  taken  into  consideration*  It 
was  a  compliment  uniformly  paid  and  ex- 
pected ;  but  since  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  departed  from  that  rule,  he  shouJd 
beg  leave  to  present  a  Petition  firom  hia 
Majesty's  colony  of  Nova  Scotia.  Hia 
lordship  then  presented  the  following  Pe* 
tition ; 
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**  To  the  King's  most  exceHeiit  Mcriesty, 
the  Lords  Spiritual  tnd  Temporal,  and 
the  CommoDt  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  assembled .«— The  Address, 
Petition,  and  Memorial  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  Freeholders  >  of  the 
provin<ie  of  Noya  Scotia,  in  General 
Assembly. 

<<  Your  loyal  and  ever  datiful  House  of 
Aisembly  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scoda, 
laost   humbly  beg  leave   to  address  our 

fracioos  sovereign,  and  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  at  this  dreadful  and  alarming 
crisis,  when  civil  discord,  and  its  me- 
lancholy consequences,  are  impending  over 
ail  British  America. 

<*  Actuated  by  the  warmest  ties  of  duty 
and  affection  to  the  person  and  family  of 
our  most  gracious  sovereign,  animated  with 
tiie  firmest  attachment  to  the  mother 
country,  xeaHovtB  to  support  her  power  and 
consequence,  over  all  the  British  domi- 
nions, and  dreading  a  separation  from  her 
government  and  protection,  as  the  greatest 
polilicd  evil  which  can  befiedl  us  or  our 


^*  Influenced  by  the  principles  of  huma- 
nity and  the  just  rights  of  mankind  in  civil 
flodoty,  we  tremble  at  the  gloomy  pro- 
meet  before  us,  we  feel  for  our  gracrous 
King,  we  fed  for  our  mother  country,  of 
wUdi  many  of  us  are  natives,  we  feel  for 
tile  Brilish  American  race,  once  the  most 
loyal,  virtuous,  and  happy  of  mankind;  ani* 
nated  with  sooh  principles,  may  we  not 
approach  the  supreme  legislature  of  the 
BrHish  empire,  and  as  dutiful  children  of 
just  and  indulgent  parents,  may  we  not 
most  humbly  solicit  for  such  regulations  as 
we  conceive  most  likely  to  preserve  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  m  duty  and 
allegiance  to  our  King,  in  rendering  per- 
manent their  connection  with,  and  de- 
pendence on  the  supreme  legislature  of 
Great  Britain,  and  preserving  inviolably 
to  us,  and  our  posterity,  the  just  rights  of 
men  in  civil  society.- 

**  We  are  fully  sensible  that  we  have  no 
riglit  to  pray  for  redress  of  grievances,  to 
Request  privileges  or  regulations,  unless  we 
acKnowledge  your  right  over  us ;  therefore 
we  the  represetitativea  of  the  freeholders 
of  Nova  Scotia,  do  unanimously  most 
Inimbhr  acknowledge  our  gracious  sove- 
folgn  George  the  Id,  king  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
dw  Commons  ot  Great  Britain  m  parlia- 
nent  assembled,  to  be  the  supreme  legis- 
lature of  tliis  province  and  (»  all  the  Bri- 


tish dominions,  and  that  it  is  oar  io4ifl9ca« 
sable  duty  to  pay  a  due  proporlioB  or  ths 
expence  of  this  great  empire. 

**  Havinff  thus,  as  obedient  si^bjceiiySi* 
knowledged  our  duty  to  our  King,  nl 
our  wffling  si^mission  to  the  soprans  ls> 
giskiture  Si  the  British  empire,  we  hoaUy 
request  die  right  of  being  lieard  in  rcapetfe 
of  oar  grievances  or  wishes;  and  saoar 
proceedings  in  this  assembly  may  poMbi| 
nave  some  influence  with  ottier  asseoibliei 
in  America,  we  humbly  hope  it  wiH  not 
seem  presuming  if  we  enter  on  flie  aib- 
ject. 

^  We  humbly  conceive  it  wtU  be  a^ 
ceslary  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  tl9 
Briti^  empire,  that  the  tax  to  be  railed  is 
the  colonies,  and  which  shall  be  at  the  dii" 
posal  of  the  British  parliament,  and  the 
proportion  of  each  colony  toward  the  im- 
perial ezpence,  should  be  of  such  a  naSuie, 
as  it  may  never  after  be  necessary  to  il^ 
ter  it. 

<(  We  are  also  humbly  of  opinion,  tfatf 
this  tax  should  be  of  such  a  nature  ai 
should  not  depreciate,  but  should  incrette 
in  the  same  ratio  with  the  affluence  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province. 

<«  We  are  also  humbly  of  opinion,  M 
the  tax  should  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  not 
to  be  l^ible  to  be  affected  by  the  increue 
or  diminution  of  the  metals  of  gold  and 
silver  in  the  world. 

**  From  these  considerations  wehoiDbif 
oflEer  it  as  our  opinion  that  the  fittest  tn 
for  this  purpose  woiild  be  a  dutjr  of  iS 
much  per  cent,  upon  all  commodities  isi* 
ported  into  this  province,  not  being  tiis 
produce  of  the  British  dominions  in  Ev 
rope  and  America,  (except  the  artidesf 
bay  salt)  :  this  tax  will  include  almost  si 
the  luxuries  made  use  of,  and  will  incrsstt 
in  an  equal  -ratio  with  the  affluence  of  the 
inhabitants ;  and  if  the  rates  of  the  sevefsl 
articles  are  fixed  every  ten  years,  for  tht 
future  and  subsequent  ten  years,  it  viH 
not  be  liable  to  depreciate  in  valoe  b; 
the  increase  of  the  metals  of  gold  an 
silver. 

**  We  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  As 
supreme  legislature  of  the  British  eaqtft 
will  please  to  accept  of  a  tax  as  above 
pointed  out ;  and  so  conscious  are  vec> 
your  justice  and  humanity,  that  we  i^^^P*^ 
to  know  what  proportion  would  be  pMi' 
ing  or  agreeable  to  you ;  reminding  yoo  ^ 
consider,  that  this  province  having  do  bm* 
nufiEU^tories  or  lucrative  commeioe,  oo* 
ever  have  a  scarcity  of  specie. 

«  W«  ako  humbly  pray,  duitwiMB  tw 
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ez^encies  of  the  itat^  may  require  any 
further  supplies  from  this  proTince,  that 
then  such  requisitions  may  be  made  in  the 
iHual  mtumer  formerly  practised,  whereby 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing 
oar  duty  and  attachment  to  our  sovereign, 
and  our  sense  of  the  cause  for  which  the 
requisition  is  made,  by  which  means,  and 
that  only,  our  gracious  sovereign  can  be 
soquainted  with  the  true  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple in  these  his  distant  dominions. 

<<  We  also  humbly  pray,  that  you  will 
permit  us,  and  instruct  your  governor  to 
consent  to  an  Act  to  disqualify  and  de« 
nive  every  member  of  the  community 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  subject 
in  civD  prosecutions,  who  shall  be  detected 
h  any  illicit  trade  or  firaudulent  dealing, 
together  with  their  aiders,  abettors,  or 
OQDoealers,  in  this  or  any  other  branch  of 
the  revenue. 

^  This  will  render  unnecessary  a  muU 
tkode  of  officers  employed  to  detect  illicit 
tnde,  and  prevent  that  disgust  and  evil 
spirit  which  has  been  created  by  their  in- 
lolence,  and  will  prevent  that  comipiion 
of  Dumaers,  and  that  contempt  of  the 
oime  of  perjury,  which  is  now  become  so 

ri  and  flagrant.  We  humbly  request 
you  will  appoint  good  and  sufficient 
ularies  to  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and 
absolutely  forbid  them  to  take  any  fee,  in 
toy  case  whatsoever,  as  we  have  found 
that  the  detail  of  revenue-duty,  in  all  its 
departments,  have  been  clogged  with  un- 
Becenary  forms  and  trifling  rej^ulations,  to 
hicrease  the  fees  and  perquisites  of  the 
^cers ;  and  are  also  humbly  of  opinion 
that  if  those  officers  were  under  the  con* 
troul  of  the  governor,  the  council  and 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  pro- 
vince, it  would  be  more  for  the  advantage 
of  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of 
the  revenue.  We  also  humbly  request, 
^  if  the  mode  of  taxation  be  pleasing  to 
yoQ,  that  you  will  permit  and  order  the  le- 
giihitive  council,  and  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  for  the  time  bemg,  to  deter- 
mine and  affix  the  rate  of  the  tfpced  ar- 
tidei,  every  ten  years,  for  every  subse- 
quent ten  years. 

^  "  Your  ever  dutiful,  loyal,  and  afiec- 
tionate  boose  of  assembly  would  not  in 
these  unhappy  times  presume  to  mention 
^r  own  gnevaoees,  or  request  any  par- 
ticoiar  privileges,  le«t  you  Mioold  suppose 
^were  meant  conditional  of  their  just 
^  and  allegiance  this  day  acknow- 
*dged;  but  as  the  humble  friends  of  our 
'^g  and  mother  country,  majr  w^  not  re- 


apectftilly  point  out  those  meaaures  whicli 
may  best  tend  to  preserve  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  in  loyalty  and  allegiance, 
and  although  we  are  not  at  this  time  in 
such  circumstances  as  to  raise  a  revenue 
for  the  support  of  the  interior  civil  govern- 
ment of  this  province,  agreeable  to  the 
present  plan  established  by  his  Majesty, 
and  which  seems  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  dignity  of  government  in  a  country,, 
whose  particular  situation  and  advantages 
are  sucn  as  may  probably  induce  govern- 
ment to  order  it  to  be. the  head  quarter! 
of  the  British  land  and  sea  forces  in  Ame- 
rica. But  although  we  may  be  unable 
wholly  to  support  so  large  yet  necessary 
civU  list,  yet  we  are  wilhng  to  set  apart  a 
fund  for  that  purpose,  which  will  necea- 
sarily  increase  with  the  opulence  and  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants,  and  will  in  tiro^  re* 
lieve  our  parent  state  from  the  heavy  bur- 
then of  our  support ;  our  poverty  as  a  pro- 
vince win  not  prevent  a  British  king  and 
parliament  from  hearing  and  justly  reliev- 
ing us,  when  as  humble  and  dutiful 
subjects,  and  being  well  acquainted  with 
this  country  and  its  inhabitants,  we  only 
beg  leave  to  inform  our  gracious  king  and 
parliament  with  the  measures  which  we 
conceive  would  best  tend  to  the  peace  boA 
happiness  of  this  country. 

**  We  therefore  most  humbly  presume 
to  offer  as  our  opinion,  that  no  native  of 
this  province  may  ever  be  appointed  a 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor  in  this, 
province,  the  ambition  of  affluent  in* 
dividuals  in  the  provinces,  to  acquire 
governments,  have  led  to  faction  and 
parties,  subversive  of  the  peace  hnd  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  the  good  of  the  pr(^ 
vince,  and  the  nonour  of  government, 
probably  the  present  disputes  in  America 
may  have  been  promoted  by  this  cause.    - 

"  We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  'the 
members  of  the  legislative  council  should 
be  appointed  for  life,  and  tliat  no  person 
shouia  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
council,  unless  he  be  possessed  of  landed 
property  in  the  province,  to  the  value  of 
one  thousand  pounds  at  least;  and  we 
most  humbly  pray  that  no  collector  or 
under  officer  oi  the  customs,  or  any  officer 
who  is  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in 
the  collection  of  the  provincial  revenue, 
may  ever  be  admitted  to  a  seat  at  the 
council  board. 

**  We  humbly  pray,  most  fervently, 
that  the  officers  of  the  customs,  ttid 
every  officer  concerned  in  collecttof^  the 
provmcial  reveDue,  maj  be  probibitod 
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from  senring  as  representatives  in  general 
assembly. 

^  We  humbly  pray  that  the  elections 
for  the  representatives  of  the  people  may 
be  triennial,  may  be  by  ballot,  and  that 
the  day  of  election  triennially  may  be  fixed 
by  law,  and  that  every  officer  of  govern- 
ment be  particularly  prohibited  from  inter- 
fering in  elections  under  severe  and  heavy 
penalties. 

.  «<  We  humbly  pray,  that  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court  of  this  province  may 
have  their  commissions  durmg  good  be- 
haviour^  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

**  We  humbly  pray,  that  after  the  de- 
cease of  the  present  judges,  that  all  future 
judges  may  be  appointed  in  England, 
and  may  not  be  natives  of  this  province ; 
we  can  trace  the  present  unhappy  disorders 
in  America  to  the  want  of  a  regulation  of 
this  kind. 

**  We  humbly  rei|uest  your  Majesty 
will  graciously  permit  the  legislature  of 
this  province  to  ascertain  the  number  and 
boundaries  of  the  several  counties  in  this 
province. 

**  Most  gracious  King,  srant  and  per- 
mit us  a  shieriff  in  each  and  every  county, 
and  deliver  us  from  a  provost  marshal, 
presiding  over  this  whole  province,  whose 
influence,  owing  to  the  nature  of  his  of- 
fice and  the  number  of  his  deputies,  must 
be  excessive,  and  whose  power  in  elections 
is  absolute:  if  we  are  not  relieved  in  this 
particular,  we  can  have  no  pretensions  even 
to  the  name  of  freemen. 

**  We  humbly  pray,  that  your  Majesty 
will  graciously  permit  and  order,  that  a 
receiver  of  deeds  and  conveyances  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  and  every  county,  and 
not  a  deputy  to  a  principal  residing  else- 
where. 

«<  Our  gracious  Kin^  cannot  be  insensi- 
ble of  the  great  necessity  there  is  that  the 
most  respectable  persons  in  the  commu- 
nity be  appointed  to  the  commissions  of 
the  peace ;  le^  authority  unless  aided  by 
the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  can  have 
but  little  effect ;  probably  the  reason  why 
the  most  respectable  persons  decline  the 
office,  is,  because  they  are  liable  to  be 
dismissed  unheard,  the  want  of  power  in 
the  magistrates  to  execute  or  enforce  the 
laws  has  been  a  general  complaint  in 
America. 

*^  We  humbly  pray,  that  the  governor, 
council,  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
may  constitute  a  court  of  vice  admiralty 
throughout  the  province,  to  deteraune  all 


causes  cognizable  in  such  courts,  agree* 
able  to  law  and  equity,  and  to  recei?e  no 
fees  therefore. 

*<  We  humble  prajr,  that  any  two  or 
more  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  coait, 
and  a  jury  ballcSted  for  and  struck  bj  the 
parties,  shall  constitute  a  court  of  eqcoty 
in  all  civil  cases  throughout  this  profuice^ 
subject  only  to  appeals  to  hu  Majesty  ia 
council,  where  the  property  contested  may 
amount  to  SOOl.  sterling,  or  upwards. 
.  **  We  humbly  pray  to  be  ddiveredfroD 
tlie  oppression  of  practitioners  in  the  lav, 
and  pray  that  in  all  civil  actions  tbeirfeef, 
charges  and  perquisites,  maj  be  limited  to 
5  per  cent,  on  all  sums  declared  for  or  de- 
fended; it  is  not  the  desire  of  our  good 
King  to  have  his  quiet  and  inofieuife 
subjects  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  gifen 
up  to  be  persecuted  by  a  £ew  raptcioQi 
men. 

**  Most  benign  King,  your  Majes^  vai 
^aciously  pleased  to  grant  tracts  or  bad 
m  this  province,  upon  various  conditioDi 
of  settlement  and  payment  of  qoit-renti, 
many  of  the  conditions  of  settlement  wen 
impracticable,  and  others  so  expeniife 
that  the  grantees  were  not  able  rally  to 
effect  them,  we  humbly  pray  to  be  exo- 
nerated from  those  severe  conditionSi  and 
that  you  will  graciously  limit  the  power  of 
the  court  of  escheats  to  defaults  in  the 
payment  of  the  quit-rent  only. 

"  This  house  is  sorry  to  observe  that 
most  cruel  use  has  been  made  of  this  power 
of  escheating  land,  even  to  the  depriyiog 
of  two  old  officers  of  the  gratiuty  glvea 
them  by  your  Majesty  for  near  fort^yean 
of  military  service,  and  that  to  gratify  two 
domestics  of  that  governor  who  oroeied 
the  escheatment;  and  at  this  time  a  tract 
of  land  is  advertised  to  be  escheated,  oa 
which  the  proprietors  have  laid  out  near 

4,00(tf. 

<<  FinaUy,  we  most  humbly  request  tint 
the  assembly  of  this  province  may  be  caD* 
ed  together  annually,  and  that  nogovemer 
may  be  allowed  to  dissolye  or  prorqgne 
them  when  he  shall  be  informed  that  tfaej 
are  preparing  a  petition  to  our  giadoos 
King  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

<'  Most  gracious  sovereign,  we  have  oi* 
happily  experienced  that  the  redress  of 
our  grievances,  and  those  requested  re- 
lations could  not  come  from  us  in  the  con* 
stitutional  mode  of  laws  which  must  have 
passed  a  council,  some  of  them  witiioal 
property  in  the  province  or  interest  in  otf 
welfare. 

'*  May  the  God  of  all  goodneai  Bhov«t 
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doirnoD  our  gracious  sovereign  and  his 
befoTed  familj,  evenr  temporu  blessing ! 
**  May  the  spirit  of  concord,  justice  and 
public  Tirtue  oirect  the  councils  of  the 
British  seoate,  and  may  the  Father  of 
mercies  preserve  constitutional  freedom  to 
the  British  race  in  every  part  of  the  globe ! 

«« W.  Nesbitt,  Speaker." 
«  Haliftz,  June  2*,  1775/* 

Ordered  to  He  upon  the  table*  A  simi- 
lar Petition  was  presented,  by  the  Speaker, 
to  the  Commons. 

Dcbiiie  in  the  Lnrds  on  the  Address  of 
Thanh.']  Viscount  Tcfwnsiiend  rose  to 
move,  that  an  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty.  His  lordship  said,  it  was  ez- 
trenielv  proper,  in  the  present  exigency 
of  affairs,  to  take  foreigners  into  our  pay, 
and  Irish  papists  into  our  service.  He 
said  papists  might  be  as  good  soldiers  as 
any  other ;  that  it  was  only  in  this  country 
soj  distinction  was  made;  that  France, 
however  bigoted  or  despotic  she  might  be 
in  other  respects,  made  no  difference  be- 
tween Protestants  and  Catholics ;  that  the 
Hollanders  acted  in  the  same  manner; 
that  so  men  were  good  soldiers,  it  was 
very  little  matter  what  their  creeds  were. 
He  touched  slightly  on  the  disposition  of 
the  several  powers  of  Europe ;  particu- 
larly thut  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and 
the  United  Provinces :  the  last,  to  shew  we 
hi\d  no  obst^ction  to  fear  in  the  execu- 
tioner our  designs  respecting  America ;  it 
being  a  strong  presumptive  proof  that  we 
had  very  little  to  fear  from  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  when  even  a  state  that 
almost  existed  by  trade  and  the  universa- 
lity of  its  commerce,  had  renounced  all 
prospect  of  advantage  or  emolument  by 
trading  with  our  colonies,  having  in  the 
l&ost  solemn  manner  prohibited  such  an 
tttercourse  in  the  fullest  operation  and 
•pecific  tenns.  His  lordship  then  moved 
the  following  Address. 

*'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

**  We«  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks 
roryour  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 

/*  With  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  in- 
dignation we  see  the  real  design  of  those 
'♦operate  men,  who,  by  the  grossest  mis- 
'^resentations,  have  deluded  and  precipi* 
t^tedour  unhappy  fellow  subjects  in  Ame- 
^  into  measures  no  less  subversive  of 
IV0L.XV11J.] 


their  own  happineu  and  true  interests, 
than  dangerous  to  the  prosperity  and 
safety  of  Great  Britain.  Tne  powers  they 
have  assumed,  and  the  arbitrary  and  op« 
pressive  acts  which  they  have  done,  leave 
no  doubt  of  their  traitorous  pur- 
pose to  induce  the  colonies  to  shake  off 
the  controul  of  the  supreme  legislature, 
and  to  bury  in  an  ungrateful  oblivion  the 
remembrance  of  the  great  industry  with 
which  they  have  been  planted,  the  foster/- 
ing  care  with  which  they  have  been 
nursed,  the  many  advantages  which  they 
have  enjoyed,  and  the  expence  of  blood 
and  treasure  with  which  they  have  been 
protected  by  this  nation. 

**  We  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  con* 
eem  that  the  great  tenderness  with  which 
your  Majesty  has  proceeded,  and  the  con* 
ciliatory  disposition  which  appeared  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  instead  of  hav- 
ing the  desired  effect  of  undeceiving  the 
misled,  and  establishing  a  confidence  in 
the  parent  state,  have  been  turned  to  the 
advantage,  and  made  instrumental  to  the 
purposes  of  this  dangerous  attempt ;  and 
whilst  we  acknowledge  this  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  difference  of  intention 
which  prevailed  here  and  in  America,  we 
are  penetrated  with  a  just  sense  of  the 
motives  which  have  regulated  your  Ma- 
jesty's endeavours  to  prevent,  if  it  had 
been  possible,  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of 
our  rellow  subjects,  and  the  calamitiea 
which  are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war ; 
but  since  the  rebellioi>   is  now  become 
more  general,  and  manifests  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  an  inde- 
pendent empire,  we  cannot  but  applaud 
your  Majesty's  resolution  to  vindicate  the 
rights,  the  interests,  and  the  honour  of  this 
kingdom,  by  a  speedy  and  most  decisive 
exertion ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  think  it 
our  indispensable  duty  to  declare  that  we 
will  support  your  Majesty  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes ;  and  being  fully  persuaded  that 
in  the  present  state  of  these  disorders,  the 
roost  active  will,  in  its  effect,  be  the  most 
merciful  mode  of  proceeding,  we  hear, 
with  pleasure,  that  your  Majesty  has  in- 
creased your  naval  establishment,  and  also 
greatly  augmented  your  land  forces*    We 
are  sensible  of  your  Majesty's  kind  consi^ 
deration  in  having  done  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  tlie  least  burthensome  to  your 
kingdoms ;  and  your  Majesty  may  be  as* 
sured  that  we  sjfiall  cheerfully  concur  ii^ 
whatever  may  be  necessary  to  enable  your 
Majesty  to  profit  of  the  friendly  disposi" 
tions  of  foreign  powers. 
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**  We  afe  deeply  impressed  by  the  gra- 
eious  motives  whicn  induced  your  Majesty 
to  send  a  part  of  your  electoral  troops  to 
the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahoo, 
by  which  assistance  this  countrr  will  bet 
enabled  to  employ  a  larger  number  of  its 
own  estabUshed  forces  in  the  maintenance 
of  its  authority:  and  we  return  yaur  Ma* 
jesty  our  sincerest  thanks  for  havmg  so 
providently  pointed  out  to  us  a  farther  re- 
source in  that  national  body  of  men,  so 
constitutional  in  their  nature,  and  so  zea* 
lous  in  their  duty,  the  militia  of  this  king- 
dom. 

«<  We  cannot  sufficiently  adoaire  your 
Majestv's  benevolent  deckration,  that 
when  the  wished  for  period  arrives,  that 
the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude, 
against  whom  this  force  will  be  directed, 
shall  become  sensible  of  their  error,  your 
Majesty  will  receive  the  misled  with  ten- 
derness and  mercy ;  and  we  are  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  wise  and  compassionate  senti- 
ment which  has  determined  your  Majesty 
to  delegate  authority  to  certain  persons 
upon  the  spot  to  grant  general  or  particu- 
lar pardons  and  indemnities  in  such  man- 
ner, and  to  such  persons,  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  submission  of , 
any  province  or  colony  which  shall  be  dis- 
posed to  return  to  its  allegiance  ;  and  we 
will  most  readily  concur  in  granting  to 
the  persons  so  commissioned  such  fitrther 
powers  as  may  best  tend  to  promote  and 
efiectuate  your  Majesty's  salutary  mea- 
sures. 

**  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  o£Per  our  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  your  Majes^,  for  the 
full  and  explicit  communication  which 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  make  to 
us,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  the 
just  sense  we  entertain  of  the  numerous 
blessings  we  enjoy,  flowing  from  the 
source  of  never-ceasing  attention  with 
which  your  Majesty  is  occupied  for  the 
'safety  and  happiness  of  all  your  people. 
And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  we  participate  the  same  desire  which 
animates  your  royal  breast,  and  feel  no 
other  wish  than  to  re-establish  order  and 
tranquillity  through  the  several  parts  of 
your  dominions,  upon  the  basis  or  a  dose 
connection  with,  and  constitutional  de- 
pendence upon,  Great  Britain.'' 

Viscount  Dtu/^^y  seconded  the  motion 
for  the  above  Address.  Having  asserted 
she  sovereign  authority  of  the  British  le- 
gislature over  every  part  of  the  British  do- 
minions, his  lordship  contended,  that  the 
present  rebellion  in  America,  was  fomented 


and  supported  by  a  daspcraf  bdioa  ia 
this  country;  that  none  but  mat  of  ths 
worst  dispositioDS,  and  most  pcmicioiii 
designs,  would  encowagc  the  daimi  d 
America ;  and  tbat  aa  they  had  been  wroig 
almost  in  every  Uiing  else,  he  was  ^  ts 
find  they  had  been  mistaken  in  tbeir  m 
dictions  relatire  to  the  distresses  wmdi 
the  dilute  with  America  would  bring 
upon  this  nation.^  He  had  the  pleasure  S 
acquainting  their  lordshipa,  thaSheUved 
in  the  mid^  of  a  manufacturing  countif, 
in  the  neighbouriiood  of  Biroun^isiB, 
Wolverhampton,  &c.  and  be  caM  affins, 
from  the  most  authentic  informatioo  col- 
lected upon  the  spot,  that  none  of  the 
direftd  effects,  so  often  echoed  throng 
that  House,  and  which  it  had  been  «il 
would  flow  from  the  measures  punned  by 
administration  and  supported  by  psriii- 
ment,  had  been  yet,  nor  were  likely  to  be 
felt. 

The  Marqub  of  RoddnghoMy  aft^  ^ 
merating  the  conduct  of  the  several  sdo^ 
nistrations  for  some  years  past  reqiectiiiff 
America,  condemned  the  Speech,  wfaick 
he  odled  the  speech  of  the  minister,  in 
yery  pointed  terms ;  and  contended  thift 
the  measures  recommended  from  the 
throne  were  big  with  the  most  portentoii 
and  ruinous  consequences.  Hislordahip 
moyed  an  Amendment,  by  inserting  aiitf 
the  word  *  throne*  in  the  first  par^psphf 
these  words : 

<«  That  we  behold  with  the  utmoilooft* 
cern  the  disorders  and  discontents  in  tbe 
British  colonies  rather  increased  tfasa  di- 
minished by  the  means  which  have  bees 
used  to  suppress  and  allay  them;  sdr* 
cumstance  alone  sufficient  to  give  thii 
House  just  reason  to  fear,  that  tboie 
means  were  not  orifi;inaUy  well  considend) 
or  properiy  adapted  to  answer  the  eadi  to 
which  they  were  directed. 

<<  We  are  satisfied,  by  experience,  dut 
this  misfortune  has,  in  a  ffreat  uieswati 
arisen  from  the  want  oi  niU  and  proper 
inFommtion  being  laid  before  psilisoesi 
of  the  true  state  and  condition  of  the  co- 
lonies, by  reason  of  which,  measures  b0< 
been  carried  into  execution  injudicioai 
and  inefficacious,  from  whence  no  selott^ 
end  was  reasonably  to  be  cxpc^»^* 
ing  to  tarnish  the  lustre  ot  the  Bntiv 
arms,  to  bring  discredit  on  the  wisdoo  of 
his  Majesty's  councils,  and  to  noom 
without  hope  of  end,  a  most  unhappy  ciril 
war. 

««  Deeply  impressed  with  a  seoie  of  >»< 
melancholy  state  of  the  puUic  oooccM 
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we  ifaaD,  OB  die  fUDett  infamuitioii  we  can 
oUaiB,  aod  with  the  mmi  mature  dehbe- 
nlieQ  we  can  employ,  review  the  whole 
ef  the  hie  nrooeedingSy  that  we  may  be 
•nabkd  to  oiscorer,  as  we  shall  be  most 
wilKng  to  SKjpptyt  the  moat  effisctual  means 
for  rasUirinf  order  to  the  distracted  affiiin 
of  the  British  empire,  confidence  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  obedience,  by  a 
INradeDt  and  temperate  use  of  its  powers, 
lo  the  aothority  of  parliament,  and  satis- 
ftctioo  and  happiness  to  all  his  people. 

*\  By  these  means,  we  trust,  we  shall 
aroid  any  occasion  for  harmg  recourse  to 
theahimng  and  dangerous  expedient  of 
ciHniff  in  foreign  forces  to  the  support  of 
hn  Majesty's  authority  within  his  own  do- 
■miiions,  and  the  still  more  dreadfiil  ca« 
hmity  of  shedding  British  Uood  by  Bfi- 
liihhands.'» 

The  Earl  of  Ccnenhy  asserted  the  au- 
thority of  the  siqireme  legislature  over  the 
colomes,  but  condemned,  in  express  terms, 
the  OHMbeaB  and  absurdity  or  expecting 
to  reduce  them  by  mere  measures  of 
coercion,  so  as  to  answer  any  one  ratkmsl 

Eose  of  sorereiffuty,  commerce,  or 
oe.  He  told  the  noble  lords  in  of- 
fae,  that  thejr  had  no  altematiTe  left,  but 
ehher  to  reluquish  all  connection  with 
the  colonies,  or  to  adopt  conciliatoTy  mea- 
lores ;  the  idea  of  conquerine  them  was 
wild  and  extramgant;  ne  said,  even  in 
die  event  of  victory;  because,  if  they 
iboold  be  vanquished,  they  would  be 
worth  nothinff  to  the  mother  country; 
and  would  besides  call  for  such  a  standing 
nifitary  force  to  keeptliem  in  subjection, 
M  we  could  never  be  able  to  support.  In 
diort,  the  whole  of  his  argument  went  to 
thb;  the  hazard  of  failing  in  the  attempt 
to  reduce  them ;  the  little  value  they  would 
he  of  when  conquered ;  and  above  all,  the 
iDsbOity  of  Great  Britain  to  retain,  for  any 
Mnderable  time,  such  a  species  of  do- 
nloion  ;  pot  in  the  opposite  scale  against 
the  mnumerable  advantages  we  must  im- 
Biediately  forego  in  such  a  contest,  and 
te  substantial  benefits  we  must  continue 
to  reap  from  a  sUte  of  tranquillity,  reci- 
procal good  temper,  and  mutual  confi- 
dence. 

The  Earl  of  Roehfard  said,  he  had 
every  reason,  as  well  from  repeated  as- 
tvances  as  from  the  real  disposition  of 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Versailles,  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied,  that  there  was  nothing 
|o  be  dreaded  from  that  quarter,  there 
being  at  present  a  perfect  good  corres- 
fwenoe  subsistittg  between  those  courts 


and  Great  Britain.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded with  ridiculing  the  absurdity  of 
supposing  that  France  and  Spain  would 
interfere  in  the  disputes  under  considera- 
tion ;  remarking,  tnat  it  was  by  no  means 
the  prevailing  policy  of  the  House  iji 
Bourbon,  to  set  so  dangerous  an  example 
to  their  subjects  in  the  new  world,  by  as* 
sisling  the  British  colonies  to  sliake  off 
die  dominion  of  the  mother  country. 

The  Duke  of  Graf  ton  condemned  the 
measures  recommencted  in  the  Speech,  and 
the  conduct  of  administration  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  The  Amendment  did 
not  entirdly  meet  his  ideas,  he  therefore 
could  not  vote  for  it ;  but  he  should  cer- 
tainly give  the  Address  itself  a  negative. 
His  general  sentiments  respecting  Ame- 
rica were  well  known ;  he  should  not 
therefore  take  up  their  lordships'  time  in 
explaining  them.  It  was  true,  he  had 
supported  administration,  but  it  was  upon 
a  general  idea,  that  means  of  conciliation 
might  be  derived  and  adopted;  he  ex- 
pressed his  ignorance  of  the  true  state  of 
America,  and  asserted  he  had  been  mis- 
led and  deceived ;  for  that  reason  chiefly^ 
he  could  not  think  of  concurring  any 
longer  in  measures  of  which  he  never 
really  approved ;  but  to  which  he  lent  his 
countenance,  in  expectation  that  the 
stronger  government  was,  the  more  likely 
matters  were  to  be  amicably  adjusted. 
He  had  a  proposition  which,  with  their 
lordships'  leave,  he  would  submit  to  the 
House.  He  knew  it  could  not  originate 
with  their  lordships,  as  it  must  come 
through  the  other  House,  because  it  would 
afiect  the  revenue.  Perhaps,  said  his 
grace,  it  will  not  gain  your  approbation 
entirely  this  night ;  but,  believe  me,  you 
will  like  it  better  to-morrow,  and  still 
better  in  three  days  hence*  It  will  daily 
grow  in  your  esteem.  In  a  fortnight,  I 
promise  you,  it  will  have  more  friends, 
until  at  length  it  will  gam  universal  assent 
and  approbation.  The  jproposition  is  only 
this ;  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  repealing  every 
Act,  I  think  there  are  thirteen,  which  has 
been  passed  in  this  country  since  the  year 
1763,  relative  to  America.  This,  I  wiU 
venture  to  assert,  will  answer  every  end  ; 
and  nothing  less  will  accomplish  any  ef- 
fectual purpose,  without  scenes  of  ruin 
and  destruction,  which  I  cannot  think  on 
without  the  utmost  grief  and  horror.  But, 
my  lords,  though  I  had  entertained  a  con- 
trary opinion  to  what  I  do,  I  could  by  no 
means  consent  to  agree  with  this  Address 
in  the  form  it  is  now  presented.    I  con- 
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fess  I  could  not,  at  any  time  within  mj 
recollection,  venture,  either  in  conscience 
or  judgment,  to  give  it  roj  support.  The 
necessity  of  hiring  foreign  troops,  for  gar- 
risoning our  two  valuable  and  important 
fortresses,  is  not  accompanied  with  suffi- 
cient information  to  justify  so  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  an  act.  It  is  in- 
deed accompanied  by  none.  Besides,  this 
Address  takes  in  the  whole  of  the  measures 
to  be  adopted,  without  a  single  fact  being 
stated,  or  a  tittle  of  information  given,  to 
point  out  their  rectitude  or  necessity. 
We  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  ex- 
pences  we  may  be  put  to,  the  genei'al  out- 
line of  the  operations  intended,  nor  the 
various  consequences  we  may  bind  our*> 
selves  to  by  such  an  engagement.  In  fine, 
my  lords,  if  I  were  not  truly  touched  by 
the  present  very  critical  situation  of  this 
country,  I  had  a  sufficient  apology  for  ab- 
senting myself,  on  account  of  a  very  indif- 
ferent state  of  health  ;  if  I  were  not  con- 
vbced,  that  silence  in  my  situation  would 
be  construed  into  acquiescence,  if  not  di- 
rect approbation.  But  I  trust  your  lord* 
ships  will  credit  me,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  my  brethren  in  office  are  satisfied, 
that  nothing  but  the  most  full  and  perfect 
conviction  of  my  being  in  the  right  could 
prevail  on  me,  under  the  circumstances 
l>efore  alluded  to,  to  attend  thus  early  in 
the  session  to  give  my  vote ;  nor  shall  my 
indisposition  prevent  me  from  answering 
what  I  look  upon  as  the  strongest  call  of 
duty ;  for  should  it  continue  to  increase, 
I.  pledge  myself  to  your  lordships  and 
my  country,  that,  if  necessity  should  re- 
quire it,  and  my  health  not  otherwise  per- 
mit it,  I  mean  to  come  down  to  this  House 
in  a  litter,  in  order  to  express  my  full  and 
liearty  disapprobation  of  the  measures 
now  pursuing ;  and,  as  I  understand  from 
the  noble  lords  in  office,  meant  to  be  pur- 
sued. I  do  protest  to  your  lordships,  that 
if  my  brother  or  my  dearest  friend  were 
to  be  affected  by  the  vote  I  mean  to  give 
this  evening,  I  could  not  possibly  resist 
the  faith fuj  discharge  of  my  conscience 
and  my  duty.  Were  I  to  lose  my  fortune, 
and  every  other  thing  I  esteem;  were  I 
to  be  reduced  to  beggary  itself,  the  strong 
conviction  and  compulsion  at  once  ope* 
rating  on  my  mind  and  conscience,  would 
not  permit  me  to  take  any  other  part  on 
the  present  occasion,  than  tnat  I  now  mean 
to  adopt. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  remarked,  that 
the  framers  and  supporters  of  the  Amend- 
menty  after  stating  the  facts»  that  the  dis- 
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orders  in  America  had  rather  increased 
than  diminiiihed,  instead  of  ass^bg  tbt 
causes  that  followed  this  assenioo,  should 
have  assigned  the  only  true  cause,  wfaicb 
was  the  open  and  avowed  support  uid 
countenance  given  to  the  rebels,  by  men, 
who  under  a  pretended  regard  for  theb 
country,  encouraged,  from  the  worst  mo- 
tives, an  unnatural  rebellion  against  the 
executive  and  legislative  powers  of  the 
state,  and  the  undoubted  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  In  answer  to 
some  strictures  made  by  the  noble  duke 
who  spoke  last,  he  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  naval  officer  who  commanded  oa 
the  American  station,  and  seemed  to  hint 
some  degree  of  censure  apoo  the  opecs- 
tions  on  shore.  He  conftesed,  that  thingi 
were  much  altered,  and  that  it  was  neoei' 
sary  to  considerably  augment  our  navj; 
that  be  had  already  Uken  every  precao- 
tion  in  his  power;  that  the  armanient  of 
last  year 'had  consisted  of  thirty  ansed 
vessels  of  different  sizes,  two  of  them  two 
decked  vessels ;  that  twenty  were  actually 
sailed,  or  were  ready  to  sail  to  reinforce 
them  ;  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  ad- 
ministration to  complete  the  number,  bj 
the  time  that  operations  were  to  con* 
mence,  to  seventy  vessels,  which  would 
be  such  a  force*  co-operating  with  the 
army,  as  would  render  it  impossible  for 
the  Americans  ^itlier  to  resist,  keep  to* 
gether,  or  subsist ;  as  they  would  have  at 
once  all  the  calamities  of  a  war  to  con- 
tend with,  without  the  means  of  carrjug 
it  on ;  being  thus  cut  off*  from  all  soppliei 
they  might  expect  to  derive  from  Europe, 
or  elsewhere.  H  is  lordship  confessed,  that 
administration  had  be^n  deceived  in  ao«e 
measure ;  yet  he  thought  it  necessary  oo' 
to  declare,  that  it  was  his  own  private  om* 
nion,  that  the  stronger  the  navy  was,  Uie 
more  effectual  their  operations  would  be. 
He  saw  the  matter  very  evidently  in  that 
light ;  but  it  was  generally  believed,  if  a 
larger  force  had  b^n  demanded,  it  would 
have  raised  an  opposition  to  the  measure! 
at  large ;  and  this  was  one  very  powerfol 
motive  for  his  not  explaining  his  own  ideas 
so  fully  as  otherwise  he  was  most  oer« 
tainly  disposed  to  do.  It  was  fashjopable 
to  cry  up  the  prowess  and  intrepidity  w 
the  Americans;  but  in  his  opinion, if  tb^ 
had  betrayed  any  proofs  ai'  cowardice  aod 
want  of  spirit  formeHy,  nothing  had  y«t 
happened  on  their  part,  sufficient  to  wipe 
off^the  aspersion ;  for  it  had  ever  bewjj 
received  opinion,  that  an  army  entrenched 
are  at  least  equal  to  three  timea  then 
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Donber  of  asiaflanta ;  whereas  the  supe- 
riority on  the  part  of  the  provincials  was 
confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  in  the  direct 
contrary  proportion ;  and  yet,  the  King's 
troops  were  victorious.  He  commented 
on  the  proposition  recommended  by  the 
noble  duke,  and  contended,  it  Was  in  fact 
giving  up  the  whole  contest,  and  at  once 
relinquishing  oar  rights  of  sovereignty; 
sod  every  possible  benefit  we  are  entitled 
to  daim  jn  the  way  of  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  that  though  we  should  agree  to 
repeal  all  (he  laws  relative  to  America, 
Msed  since  the  year  176S>  yet  in  all  pro- 
bsbility  the  noble  proposer,  as  well  as  the 
preposition,  would  meet  with  the  treat- 
ment and  contempt  that,  last  session,  a 
noble  lord,  now  absent  (the  earl  of  Chat- 
bsm)  did,  which  was,  to  be  condemned 
in  pamphlets  and  news-papers,  and  his 
person  reviled  in  the  most  reproachful 
terms  in  scurrilous  publications  and  bal- 
lads, hawked  about  the  streets  of  their 
several  capitals  by  old  women  and  boys. 
He  pursued  the  idea  of  the  noble  mover 
of  the  Address,  relative  to  foreigners  and 
Papists,  in  the  instance  of  France  and 
Sardinia,  who  constantly  retained  large 
bodies  of  Swiss  in  their  armies,  who  pro- 
fessed the  Protestant  religion ;  and  con- 
tended generally,  that  if  the  measure  of 
reducing  America  was  a  right  one,  it  was 
proper  of  course  to  enforce  it ;  and  he  was 
tttonished  to  hear  the  power  c^  the  King 
to  call  the  aid  of  his  Hanoverian  subjects 
U»  bis  assistance  doubted,  or  the  propriety 
of  employing  foreigners,  to  effectuate  mea- 
•ores  previously  detennined  to  be  neces- 
mrv,  condemned. 

Lord  LiftieUon  resented  what  he  deem- 
sdan  implied  censure  on  his  noble  relation 
(the  earl  of  Chatham)  who,  he  observed, 
^fortunately  for  his  country,  was  absent 
from  his  duty  in  parliament ;  being  con* 
fined  to  his  tied  by  a  severe  fit  of  illness. 
The  noble  earl,  who  endeavoured  to  load 
that  truly  great  man  with  ridicule,  ought  to 
rec(dlect  and  well  weigh  a  character  which 
be  was  no  more  able  to  depreciate  by  an 
attack  in  his  absence,  than  he  could  add 
^  it,  by  any  encomiums  it  was  in  his 
power  to  bestow.  That  great  man  was 
tile  ornament  of  his  country,  and  the  de- 
%bt  and  admiration  of  every  man,  of 
^■7  party,  who  wished  well  to  it. 
Tbongh  a  young  man,  he  remembered 
*ben  this  country  was  pretty  much  in 
^h  a  predicament  as  at  present ;  and  he 
'cntembered  too,  that  that  steady  patriot 
^  able  poiitician  rescued  it  from  the 
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brinl  of  destruction ;  and  he  was  now 
fully  convinced,  its  salvation,  nay  indeed 
its  existence,  was  only  to  be  obtained  and 
preserved  by  the  same  means.  His  lord- 
ship turned  to  the  question,  and  maintain- 
ed the  sovereignty  of  the  legislature  in  its 
fullest  extent ;  but  condemned  in  the  most 
marked  language,  the  conduct  of  adminis- 
tration. He  said,  they  had  totally  failed 
in  their  promises  and  information,  and 
were  no  longer  to  be  trusted  or  supported 
with  safety.  He  alluded  to  his  conduct 
during  last  session,  when  he  voted  with 
themmistry,  how  strenuously  he  recom- 
mended vigorous  measures,  or  none ;  and 
how  frequently  he  pressed  them  on  thia 
head.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  though 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  Amendment,  be- 
cause the  Americans  were  not  declared  to 
be  in  rebellion,  he  totally  disapproved  of 
the  Address,  and  the  measures  recommend- 
ed in  it.  He  said  matters  were  now  en- 
tirely altered.  Boston  was  turned  into  an 
hospital,  where  more  died  of  famine  and 
want  of  care,  than  by  the  sword.  We  pro^ 
bably  had  not  a  single  foot  of  land  in  our 
possession  on  the  continent  of  America* 
The  expence  and  hazard  of  reducing  it, 
the  little  dependence  there  was  to  be 
placed  in  men,  who  had  been  misled  them- 
selves, or  purposely  misled  others,  ope^ 
rated  so  strongly  on  his  mind,  that  he  could 
no  longer  lend  his  support  to  such  mea- 
sures, accompanied  by  such  circumstances ; 
and  consequently  must  unite  in  opinion 
with  the  noble  duke,  in  wishing  that  all 
the  Acts  respecting  America,  passed  since 
the  year  1763,  might  be  repealed,  as  a 
ground  for  conciliation,  a  full  restoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  return  of 
America  to  her  wonted  obedience,  and 
subordinate  dependence  on  the  mother 
country. 

The  Bishop  of  Peterborough  (Dr.  John 
Hinchcliffe)  answered  some  reflections 
which  dropt  from  lord  Sandwich  on  the 
obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  admi- 
nistration, by  declaring,  that  he  was  so 
far  from  having  had  any  disposition  tp 
dog  the  wheels  of  government,  that  he 
had  given  his  vote  last  year  for  the  mea- 
sures of  the  ministry,  upon  the  ground  of 
the  information  he  had  received  from 
reading  the  American  correspondence; 
his  lordship,  however,  reminded  the  House 
that,  notwithstanding  the  vote  he  then 
gave,  he  expressly  declared,  that  recon- 
ciliation last  year  was  the  object  he  ever 
had  in  view,  and  meant  not  to  lose  sight 
of.    Ho  boped  tbereforOf  that  the  lords 
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would  not  impute  it  to  m  spirit  of  hdSoOf 
if  (as  he  thouglit  the  state  of  things  now 
Tory  diffisfent  from  what  they  appeared 
thoDy)  he  should  be  constrained  to  with- 
hold nis  consent  from  the  Address.  My 
reasons,  he  added,  for  §o  doing,  I  will 
aimply,  and  as  briefly  as  possible,  lay  be- 
fore your  lordships. 

It  appeared  to  me,  in  the  last  session,  to 
be  the  general  opinion  of  all  such  as  1 
thought  best  capable  to  form  a  judgment 
what  were  the  most  probable  means  to  ef- 
fect a  lasting  re*union  with  the  colonies, 
that  even  a  shew  of  perseverance  to  sup- 
port the  authority  of  the  legislature  would 
mtimidare  the  fiictious,  and  restore  peace 
and  tranquillity.  Experience  has  now 
convinced  me  that  m  mistaken  judgment 
upon  this  point  was  formed  by  the  friends 
or  administration,  both  here  and  in  Ame- 
rica. The  declaration  of  perseverance 
went  forth,  and  thoush  backed  by  10,000 
men,  has  not  intimiiuited  a  single  colony. 

We  were  assured  last  year,  that  upon 
the  appearance  of  a  re-imorcement  wfaidi 
could  protect  them  from  the  insults  of  the 
mob,  a  considerable  parly  would  dedare 
themselves  in  favour  of  the  mother  coun- 
try :  that  there  is  no  reason  now  to  flatter 
ourselves  with  such  an  expectation  is  too 
obvious  to  be  insisted  upon.  It  was  said 
too,  in  the  sprinpr,  that  the  Americans 
would  not,  some  indeed  were  confidently 
persuaded  they  could  not,  fight ;  yet  we 
BOW  certainly  know  that  they  can  and 
will  ficht,  tor  they  hsrve  fought.  It  is 
true,  ther  were  defeated,  but  considering 
the  stana  they  made,  and  the  intrepidi^ 
ef  the  troops  they  had  to  contend  ^rith, 
Ihey  were  not  disgraced  by  their  defeat 
We  were  made  to  believe,  a  year  ago,  that 
libe  restraints  pat  upon  the  commerce  and 
fisheries  of  the  colonies  would  press  so  hard 
upon  tiieir  interests,  as  to  bring  them  to 
submission.  We  have  now  leanEit  that 
their  commerce  is  but  a  secondary  con* 
aideration :  if  it  may  not  be  called  IflMrty 
itself,  that  they  are  contending  for,  it  is  at 
least  the  opinion  of  liberty,  which  operates 
BO  less  forcibly  on  the  passions  of  man- 
kind. 

Having  thus  contrasted  the  past  and 
present  state  of  American  aflUrs,  he  said, 
that  he  was  persuaded  many  lords  besides 
himself  had,  on  some  or  all  of  the  grounds 
he  mentioned,  been  induced  to  approve  of 
the  measiares  proposed  in  the  last  session ; 
he  owned  they  were  measures  of  coercion 
and  correction,  which  he  then  thought  ad- 
viaaUa,  because  he  believed  they  tended 


to  eflect  peace  and   ve-onioiL   Bat,]a 
added,  it  seems  to  ne  mifortomtdi  ^ 
both  countries,  that  we  havekstaj^ttf 
the  end  in  the  means.    It  is  no  kogvr  s 
question    whether  reooDdUatioa  is  bca 
brought  dbout  by  concearien  or  ftrce; 
but  whether  or  no  we  shall  engage  ia  t 
roinous  and  expensive  war,  till  ooe  « 
both  countries  is  sacrificed  to  reieotiiieBt, 
on  a  barren  point  of  honour.  I  csU  theadb- 
ject  of  our  dispute  a  barren  point  c^hoDOVi 
for  I  am  persuaded,  there  is  scarce  a  MD  it 
this  country,  who  thinks  now  that  America 
if  subdued,  will  be  brought  to  submit  is 
taxation.    Be  the  right  of  the  legislstare 
what  it  may,  such   as  I  have  oooTened 
with,  hold  the  exercise  of  it  not  only  isa* 
pedient  but  impracticable.     Admit,  thes, 
the  point  of  honour  estahUsbed  by  a  soiei 
of  victories,  it  must  still  remain  a  bsmt 
speculative  principle  of  pre-eminence,  ssd 
all  the  advantage  which  can  possiUjbe 
^tpected  from  it,  can  never  be  adeqoia 
to  the  expence  of  blood  and  treasure  dot 
must  necessarily  be  wasted  in  the  fruilka 
acquisition* 

The  noble  viscount  who  has  mo?ed  tin 
Address,  has  been  pleased  to  lay  a  gnit 
stress  upon  the  assurances  given  by  ths 
courts  of  France  and  Spain.  I  am  free  Is 
admit  that  nothing  is  to  be  appreheaddl 
from  either  of  our  rival  powers,  while  ow 
domestic  disputes  continue.  They  bnbI 
be  bad  politicians  indeed,  to  hazard  asf 
thing  for  reducing  our  force,  while  tlMf 
see  us  so  eagerly  doing  their  busiDesBit 
our  own  expence. 

The  other  noble  viscount  who  hss  se* 
conded  this  Address,  has  acqunntedyeif 
lordships,  that  to  his  own  personal  knsv* 
ledge,  our  great  BMirafactttriB|^  towns  fed 
no  dedisie  of  trade  fr'om  the  mterraptiai 
<^the  American  commerce.  Theyhafe,Ui 
lordship  says,  as  full  employment,  aaii* 
ample  orders  from  their  factmv  as  ever.  Be 
it  so :  what  is  it  that  the  noble  lord  can  io&r 
from  this  concession,  uidess  it  is  that  asr 
manufactures  can  do  as  well  without  lbs 
American  trade  as  with  it  ?  Why  tba*  I 
would  ask,  are  we  sacrificii^  the  flower  rf 
our  army,  and  borthening  posterity  vitb 
an  enormooe  debt ;  better  smrdy  will  il  te 
to  cut  off  at  once  a  limb  that  is  of  no  ia^ 
than  to  hazard  the  mortification  of  ^ 
whole  body,  by  endeavouring  to  pie* 
serve  it 

His  lordsh^  proceeded  then  to  givew 
opinion  upon  the  use  that  might  be  oa^ 
or  the  Petition  from  the  Congress,  ss  s 
ground  of  condliatiaa.    I  am  free  to  0*% 


; 
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Mid  be>  I  coMider  tlie  Petition  is  a  rt* 
ftied  piece  of  political  tubdety;  yet  I 
plaJAly  perceive  from  it,  that  there  is  either 
a  diflbrence  of  sentiment  among  the 
leaden,  or  that  the  balk  of  the  people  do 
not  eren  now  wish  for  a  total  separatioDy 
vbatever  may  be  the  object  of  some 
noog  the  leraers  who  direct  their  conn- 

It  is  evident  that  the  Petition  b  express- 
ed in  terms  which,  considering  the  cir* 
comstances  of  the  country,  are  more  mo- 
derate and  dutiful  than  could  have  beni 
espected.  Suppose,  then,  that  this  was 
cucolated  to  gain  the  approbation  of  such, 
tt  wished  stiD  for  peace  and  conciliation. 
It  is  plain,  that  some  such  there  still  are 
iDODg  them,  and  that  their  leaders 
Ibought  it  prudent  to  manage  them,  though 
Uiey  bad  address  enough  to  clog  the  whole 
nih  a  title  and  subscription  which  they 
meant  should  render  it  inadmissible.  Are 
four  lordships  to  be  so  imposed  upon; 
will  you  be  for  rejecting  this  Petition  al- 
tigether,  or  will  you  not  find  some  means 
if  admitting  it,  so  as  to  defeat  the  pur- 
poses of  those  who  in  their  hearts  are  ene- 
mies of  peace  ?  1  beg  leave  to  remind  the 
House  of  a  wise  answer  given  lately  by 
Me  of  his  Majesty's  governors  to  a  peti- 
ion  of  8  provincial  congress.  **  I  can- 
iN)t,''  says  sir  James  Wri^t,  <<  look  upon 
fou  meeting  as  constitutional,  but  as  your 

Cion  is  expressed  in  terms  of  duty  and 
ty,  and  tne  ends  proposed  are  such  as 
svery  good  man  must  wish  to  promote,  I 
Ul  Goqsent." 

To  conclude,  was  there  no  other  consi- 
kration  than  the  great  importance  of  the 
pestion,  whereon  not  the  commerce  only, 
tiHt  in  a  great  measure  the  very  bdng  of 
k  British    empire    depends,    it  would 

eify  delay,  till  all  the  light  which  can 
collected  is  thrown  upon  the  subject. 
&e  Amendment  proposed  by  the  noble 
■urquis  seems  directed  principally  to  this 
tsd,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  give  my 
ttwisent  to  it.  "Whatever  vote  your  lord- 
^pB  shall  hereafter  come  to,  weigh  first 
k  hazards  of  war,  weigh  the  heavy  ex- 
pence  of  acquiring  your  object  against  its 
^  value.  I  am  too  much  pieaiBed  with 
tb^  spirit  of  the  noble  lord's  ioea,  whode- 
^^^^  the  British  troops  are  invincible,  to 
<|Qestion  it.  Cast  the  sword  of  victory, 
^Q>  into  the  scale  of  honour.  It  will 
tttl  be  found  wanting. 
.  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  said,  he  had  no 
'Jtention  to  depreciate  the  character  of 
ws  noUe  earl^  who  he  understood  was 


ptevc^lad  by  iBness  from  attending  hia 
duty  in  ^liattient ;  he  never  meant  to  li* 
dicok  him,  and  still  much  less  so  in  hia 
absence. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  rose  to  explain, 
coneeminff  something  which  had  furnished 
lord  Sanowich  with  an  opportunity  of 
supposing  his  grace  had  passed  some  de« 
gree  of  censure  on  the  naval  operations 
carried  on  in  America.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  his  intentions ;  for  he  had 
a  very  high  esteem  for  the  gentlemen  of 
the  navy ;  and  took  a  pecuBar  pride  in 
being  immediately  descended  from  one  of 
theprofession. 

The  Eari  of  ^ngkam^  after  takmg  a 
short  review  of  the  conduct  of  administra* 
tion,  turned  his  attention  to  the  measures 
proposed  by  them ;  and  supposing  that  it 
should  be  agreed  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution, asked  lord  Townshend  whether 
he  thought  60,000  men  would  be  suffi* 
cient  to  recover  America,  and  entirely 
subdue  it  ? 

Viscount  Tc/wmhend  replied,  it  wa^  a 
question  he  could  by  no  means  undertake 
to  answer;  that  he  was  acquainted  only 
with  that  part  in  which  he  had  acted  him* 
self;  that  there  was  a  very  able  man  (sir 
Jeffery  Amherst)  who,  it  was  reported, 
would  shortly  be  called  up  to  a  seat  in 
that  House :  this  gentleman  had  traversed 
the  principal  communications  of  the  north- 
ern parts  of  that  continent :  and  he  be- 
lieved had  been  consulted.  He  assured 
their  lordships,  that  for  his  own  part,  he 
had  never  been  applied  to  in  council  or 
elsewhere ;  but  if  the  Question  had  been 
put  generally  to  him,  wnether  such  a  force 
was  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  he  should 
very  fairly  reply,  from  his  general  know- 
ledge, and  firom  all  the  lights  he  had  been 
able  to  obtain  from  history,  that  he  never 
knew  an  instance^  where  ^,000  men  were 
in  possession  of  the  posts  proper  to  be  oc- 
cupied, in  which  they  had  failed. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  astonished 
how  any  noble  lord  could  condemn  admi- 
nistration, or  withdraw  his  support  firom 
them,  without  at  least  giving  tnem  a  fair 
trial ;  it  was  never  supposed,  if  America 
united,  that  to  reduce  tnem  would  be  the 
work  of  one  summer ;  the  measures  of  last 
session  were  directed  to  the  protection  of 
the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay  en- 
tirely; as  such,  they  had  been  wisely 
planned,  and  must  have  been  successfiiJ, 
if  a  variety  of  events,  impossible  to  be 
foreseen  or  provided  against,  had  not  unit- 
ed to  defeat  them;  such,  in  particular, 
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was  the  change  of  sentiments  in  the  peo« 
pie  of  New  York,  and  the  unexpected  una* 
nimity  and  unforeseen  measures  adopted 
by  the  continental  congress. 

Earl  Grosvenor  said,  he  was  not  used  to 
speaking.  Politics  were  not  in  his  way ; 
but  he  thought  the  King's  Speech  was  a 
good  speech,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  an- 
swerea  in  the  terms  moved  by  the  noble 
lord. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester^  after  examin- 
ing the  true  purport  of  the  Speech,  which 
he  treated  as  the  speech  of  the  minister, 
submitted  his  reasons  for  disapproving  of 
the  Address,  and  for  agreeing  with  the 
Amendment.  His  grace  observed,  that  it 
had  been  the  general  language  of  the  mi- 
nistry, and  many  other  noble  lords  last 
session,  to  impute  all  opposition  to  their 
measures  to  factious  and  ambitious  mo- 
tives. He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  same  lan- 
guage renewed  this  day.  His  grace  so- 
lemnly protested,  as  long  as  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  would 
never  endure  it.'  If  the  noble  lords  who 
made  the  accusations  had  grounds  to  jus- 
tify what  they  said,  he  called  on  them  to 
brmg  them  forward,  or  confess  they  had 
no  authority  for  what  they  said  or  insi- 
nuated. If  they  are  silent,  then,  said  his 
grace,  I  shall  suppose  they  have  none. 
The  House  must  suppose  so,  and  as  such 
will  not  permit  them  to  interrupt  or  dis- 
turb that  decorum  and  freedom  of  debate 
for  which  your  lordships  have  at  all  times 
been  so  justly  distinguished.  [Mention 
was  made,  by  some  of  the  lords  in  admi- 
nistration, of  the  several  addresses  lately 
presented  to  his  Majesty ;  that  they  con- 
tained the  fullest  approbation  of  the  pre- 
sent measures,  and  must  be  presumed 
were  the  voice  and  sense  of  the  nation.] 

Lord  Craven  said,  the  manner  and  the 
means  employed  to  obtain  these  addresses 
were  well  luiown.  He  should  mention 
only  that  which  was  obtained  in  his  own 
neighbourhood,  which,  he  said,  was  shame- 
fully smuggled ;  no  notice  being  previously 
given  the  citizens  of  Coventry.  It  was 
drawn  up  by  the  mere  agents  and  crea- 
tures of  administration ;  nine-tenths  who 
signed  it  never  heard  a  syllable  of  its  con- 
tents ;  and  yet,  with  all  the  arts  used  to 
deceive  and  mislead,  no  more  than  llTy 
most  of  them  ignorant  of  what  they  were 
doing,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  si^n  it ; 
while  the  Address  he  interested  himself 
in,  and  which  carried  truth  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  attended  with  all  the  previous 
forms  which  should  ever  accompany  de- 


clarations of  Uiis  nature,  wbere  tbo 
sentiments  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
faithfully  collected  and  expressed,  wu 
signed  by  406  names ;  and  be  could  as- 
sure their  lordships,  that  in  this  Qudber 
there  was  not  one  bought  voice  nor  one 
pauper.  From  this  instance,  whicb  am 
immediately  within  his  own  knowledge,  he 
was  led  strongly  to  suspect,  that  most  of 
the  addresses  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lords 
were  obtained  in  a  similar  manner ;  and 
hoped  therefore  their  lordships  would 
build  nothing  on  so  weak  and  rdtto), 
though  specious  a  foundation. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  remmdedsdtni- 
nistration  of  the  very  predictions  which 
they  now  owned  were  the  cause  of  their 
miscarriage.  .  He  told  them  that  he,  md 
many  other  lords,  had  repeatedly  pressed 
them  on  their  real  or  pretended  want  o£ 
information ;  that  if  they  were  in  earnest, 
their  armaments,  both  by  land  and  ses, 
were  too  weak ;  and  if  they  were  not  io 
earnest,  it  was  at  once   sacrificing  the 
blood,  treasure,  commerce,  and  honoar  o( 
this    nation,  to  a  most  criminal  lust  of 
place    and    emolument,   supposing  that 
bloody  measures  were  the  tenure  by  which 
they  held  their  offices.     His  grace  observ* 
ed,  that  the  public  papers  held  out  thrcati 
against    some  of  uie  members  of  both 
Houses,  in  order  to  stifle  the  freedom  rf 
debate ;  that  he  understood  he  was  oneaf 
the  persons  singled  out  and  meant  to  bt 
honoured  on  this  occasion ;  that  be  nof 
called   on  his  threateners  and  accusei% 
and,  (striking  his  hand  on  his  heart) 
If  any  such  be  present,  I  will  not 
to  say  there  are,  I  defy  them ;  I  scoii 
their  menaces,  and  invite  them  tomakt 
good  their  charges.    He  did  not  supfMS^ 
he  said,  that  any  noble  lords  in  a^uniois- 
tration  would  encourage  or  empbysod 
base,  futile,  or  scandalous  means  to  iol»; 
midate  members  from  doing  their  dotfi 
though   they  were  certain   that  suchs 
scheme  would  have  the  desired  efiectr- 
His  grace  next  turned  his  attention  to 
what  a  noble  earl  had  said,  respecting  thSj 
cowardice  of  the  Americans.    He  b^gei ; 
leave  to  remind  his  lordship,  that  he  d^ 
not  speak  conditionally;  there  was  nosf! 
at  the  time  the  charge  was  made,  it  was  t 
positive  one,  and  could  not  now  be  ex* 
plained  away  by  conditions  introduced  for 
the  first  time;  yet  however  positive  tha 
noble  lord  might    have    been   then,  ^ 
guarded  he  might  be  now,  he  could  infena 
his  lordship  that  the  New  Engkind  people 
were  brave ;  that  they  bad  proved  it;  thai 
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the  seMFBl  who  commanded  at  Bunker'a* 
iuU  had  confessed  it ;  that  another  Tgene* 
ni  Burgoyne)  no  less  celebrated  tor  his 
tiieDts  than  zeal  for  the  cause,  had  con- 
firmed it;  that  an  officer,    a  particolar 
friend  of  his,  on  the  spot,  had  united  in 
the  same  opinion.    He  combated  the  facts 
and  conclusions  of  the  noble  earl,  relative 
to  the  particulars  of  that  day.    He  denied 
Aesoperioritj  of  numbers,  and  observed 
that  ne   never    recollected  an  instance 
where  lines  had  been  forced  and  no  pri- 
soaers  taken  but  such  as  were   wound- 
ed.     The    noble  viscount    who   moved 
the  Address,  when  questioned  about  the 
pncticability  of   reducing    and    holding 
America  in  subjection,  instanced  the  con- 
quat  o(  Corsica.    The  difference  of  ex- 
teat  of  the  two  countries,  the  vicinity  of 
the  island  to  France,  and  the  number  of 
persons  in  arms  to  resist,  which  were  no 
taore  than  6,000 ;  added  to  the  immense 
saperiority  of  the  French  in  point  of  num- 
bers, was  sufficient  to  sh^w  how  little  the 
two  cases  were  alike :   and  as  to  his  lord- 
thip'a  general  answer,  that  60,000  men  in 
possession  of  all  the  posts  of  a  country 
Would  in  all  probability  succeed,  he  must 
have  sunposed  the  conqiiest  as  a  matter 
previously  effected ;  because,  he  could  see 
very  little  or  no  difference  between  the 
actual  conquest  of  a  country,  and  occupy- 
ing all  the  posts  which  command  the  ne- 
cessary communication  by  land  and  sea : 
that  not  being  the  case  here,  he  must 
therefore  look  on  his  lordship's  answer  as 
deciding   nothing.    He    condemned  the 
Speech  and   Address  with  severity,  and 
Concluded  with  calling  on  the  law  lords  to 
rise  and  give  their  opinions,  whether  his 
Majesty  was  properly  advised  in  taking 
Hanoverians  into  British  pay,  and  bring- 
tag  them  into  the  dominions  of  Great  Bn- 
tain,  without  the  previous  consent  of  par- 
liament. 

Earl  Chvoer  confessed  that  administra- 
tion had  been  deceived  and  misled ;  and 
that,  consequently,  the  measures  taken 
were  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  na- 
tare  and  extent  of  the  service ;  thai  the 
Aoeoonts  received  from  the  southern  pro- 
vinces led  to  this  mistake ;  and  that  seve- 
nl  other  events  had  happened,  which  it 
Wm  impossible  to  foresee  or  prevent.    In 

Cticular,  the  province  of  New  York  had 
n  overawed  and  compelled,  bv  a  party 
of  nisurgents  from  Connecticut,  mto  mea- 
•ores  they  would  never  have  Otherwise 
adopted ;  that  still,  if  the  friends  of  go- 
temment  were  emancipated  by  the  aid  of 
[VOL.  XV«I.  ] 


a  lorce  firom  this  country,  he  had  strong 
expectations,  the  colonies,  by  that  \neans, 
might  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their 
dutj,  without  the  mother  country  being 
obhged  to  have  recourse  to  those  scenes 
of  misery  and  desolation,  described  by  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side.  His  lord- 
ship lamented,  that  those  who  had  hitherto 
approved  of  the  propriety  of  the  measures 
respecting  America,  should  so  suddenly 
abandon  them ;  or  that  any  foundation 
should  be  laid,  for  suspecting  they  wished 
to  defeat  every  thing  they  had  on  a  former 
occasion  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to 
support.  He  was  convinced,  that  the  pro« 
position  of  the  noble  duke  would  never 
answer  the  end  proposed;  and  that  the 
question  was  now  simply  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  coercive  measures,  qualified 
in  the  manner  he  had  pointed  out,  or  for 
ever  relinquishing  any  power,  dominion, 
or  advantage  from  our  colonies  in  North 
America. 

Lord  Perrars,  of  Chartley,  apologized 
for  his  youth,  and  said,  that  whatever  de- 
sire he  might  have  to  follow  the  opinion  of 
his  very  near  and  noble  rehition,  yet,  as  a 
lord  of  parliament,  in  the  execution  of  a 
trust,  and  in  the  diischarge  of  a  duty,  he 
felt  himself  called  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  both.  Such  being  his  mo- 
tives, he  found  himsdf  under  a  necessity 
of  supporting  the  Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Skdbume.  I  may,  from 
this  moment,  congratulate  the  public,  that 
the  ministry  have  pronounced  the  funeral 
oration  of  their  adaresses.  From  the  lan- 
guage of  those  addresses,  and  from  the  va« 
rious  threats  which  were  industriously  cir- 
culated, I  came  to  town  with  some  appre- 
hensions, not  for  myself,  but  lest  the  zeal 
of  some  of  my  fnends  for  the  violated 
rights  of  their  suffering  fellow  subjects, 
should  have  led  them  into  unwary  expres- 
sions which  mij^t  have  enabled  some  dark 
designing  lawyer  to  stab  the  public  free- 
dom through  the  indiscretion  of  an  indi- 
vidual. I  do  not  blame  the  addressera 
who  have  thus  unjustly  aspersed  the  cha- 
racters of  those  whose  aim  is,  by  steady, 
just,  and  temperate  counsels,  to  save  thia 
deluded  country  from  destruction.  They 
were  deceived :  they  were  deceived  by 
these  very  ministers,  who  being  now  called 
upon,  explicitly  avow,  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  shame  or  remorse,  that  they 
nave  no  evidence  to  support  their  accusa- 
tion. 

It  is  with  equal  astonbhment  and  con* 
corn,  my  lords,  that  I  perceive  not-th^ 
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least  mention  made  in  the  Speech  which 
has  been  this  day  delivered  to  us,  of  a 
paper,  the  most  important  of  any  that 
could  possibly  come  under  the  considera- 
tion 01  this  House.  I  mean  the  last  Peti- 
tion from  the  general  congress  in  America. 
How  comes  it,  that  the  colonies  are 
charged  with  planning  independency  in 
the  &ce  of  their  explicit  declaration  to  the 
contrary,  contained  in  that  Petition  ?  Who 
28  it,  that  presumes  to  put  an  assertion, 
contrary  to  fact,  contrary  to  evidence*  no- 
torious to  the  whole  world,  in  that  mouth, 
from  which  truth  alone,  if  unprompted, 
would  issue  ?  It  is  their  intention,  by  thus 
perpetually  sounding  independence  in  the 
ears  of  the  Americans,  to  lead  them  to  it, 
or  by  treating  them,  upon  suspicion,  with 
every  possible  violenoe,  to  compel  them 
into  that,  which  must  be  our  ruin.  For 
let  visionary  writers  say  what  they  will,  it 
is  a  plain  and  incontestible  fact,  that  the 
commerce  of  America  is  the  vital  stream 
of  this  great  empire.  A  noble  and  re- 
verend lord  has  insinuated,  that  the  Peti- 
tion seems  to  him  to  be  conceived  in  terms 
of  great  art  and  ambiguity.  I  have  exa- 
mined it  with  great  care,  but  this  morning 
I  read  it  repeatedly,  and  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, except  a  certain  degree  of  address 
necessary  to  meet  the  prejudices  which 
have  been  wickedly  and  industriously  ex- 
cited here,  there  cannot  be  a  fairer  oppor- 
tunity offered  of  extricating  this  country 
from  the  ruinous  situation  in  which  the 
folly  of  administration  has  involved  us*  It 
furnishes  the  fairest  foundation  for  an  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  accommoda- 
tion. I  have  been  long  and  intimately 
known  to  some  gentlemen  of  that  country, 
one  of  whom  now  takes  a  considerable 
share  in  their  proceedings ;  and  I  have 
ever  found  them  and  their  correspondents 
constant  and  earnest  in  the  wish  for  con- 
ciliation, upon  the  terms  of  ancient  con- 
nection. 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  two  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers  acknowledge,  they 
were  deceived  in  their  information,  and 
have  erred  in  their  measures  respecting 
America.  There  wants  only  a  similar  ac- 
knowledgment from  a  certain  law  lord, 
who  was  forward  to  pledge  himself  last 
year  for  the  success  of  their  plansL  A 
little  blood,  indeed,  he  owned  tney  might 
cost ;  but  with  that,  their  efficacy  was  ine- 
vitable. The  noble  lord's  political  saga- 
city has  for  once  forsaken  him.  A  great 
deal  of  blood  has  been  unhappily  shed,  to 
no  purpose,  but  to  sever  us  more,  if  not 
put  ui  asunder  for  ever. 


But  is  it  possible  that  your  loidshipi 
shoiJd  not  have  marked,  and  marked  with 
indignation,  the  levity,  and  even  ridiaik, 
with  which  the  noble  lord,  at  the  bead  of 
the  Admiralty,  has  treated  this  mostsoleaa 
subject.  No  man  who  did  not  fed  him- 
self secure  in  the  promise  of  iinpfii% 
from  some  quarter,  would  prodaim  hit 
mistakes  in  triumph,  and  sport  with  the 
calamities  of  his  country.  It  is  astonishiBg 
that  any  one  should  iiave  dared  to  promise 
impunity  to  such  fatal  errors,  ana  a  ood- 
duct  so  criminal :  it  is  your  lordships'  bu- 
siness to  look  to  this.  Should  such  men 
not  only  be  at  larse  unaccused,  but  highij 
trusted,  addine  fresh  insults,  misleading 
by  fresh  misinformation,  and  manifefdng 
a  total  contempt  of  the  public,  both  heie 
and  in  America  ?  The  noble  lord  ko^ 
at  all  propositions  of  conciliation ;  repeits 
his  imputation  of  cowardice  against  the 
Americans ;  says  the  idea  of  rights  is  to 
be  driven  out  of  their  heads  by  Uowi; 
and  ridicules  th^  objections  to  employing 
foreigners  and  papists.  Is  this  a  huDtfusge, 
my  lords,  becoming  so  great  an  officer  of 
state?  Is  it  decent  thus  to stigmstise so 
great  a  part  of  the  empire  with  so  hsse  t 
calumny  ?  It  is  impossible  that  noble  lord 
can  have  less  intolerancy  in  his  dispositioB 
than  I  have.  But  it  does  not  therefore 
follow,  that  I  should  think  it  a  measure  of 
no  moment,  or  of  inconsiderable  dangeri 
to  arm  the  hands  of  those  who  are  strangos 
to  toleration,  and  who  pant  for  the  extir* 
pation  of  ^e  Protestant  religion.  By 
what  authority  is  it,  that  the  crown  hsi 
put  the  strong  fortresses  of  this  empire 
mto  the  possession  of  foreign  troops  1 1 
do  not  enquire  whether  it  is  with  or 
against  the  letter  of  Bny  particular  lair.  I 
see  it   fundamentally  infringing  the  M 

Erinciples  of  our  government;  and  do  not 
esitate  to  pronounce  it  high  tressoo 
against  the  constitution.  I  foreteD,  it  is  s 
measure  which  the  indignation  of  this 
country  will  pursue,  till  it  is  utterly  ooa- 
demned.  For,  mv  lords,  if  there  were  s 
settled  plan  to  subdue  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  what  surer  means  could  be  adopt- 
ed,than  those  of  arming  Roman  Cathoocs 
and  introducing  foreign  ttoopa?  Beto 
you  venture  to  make  Roman  Catholics 
soldiers,  let  them  be  made  citizens.  Thef 
wil(  otherwise  willingly  employ  the  snss 
in  their  hands,  to  destroy  those  priviksin 
of  which  they  are  not  surored  to  partake. 
If  Hanover  assists  us,  we  must  deboi  her 
when  invaded.  This  involves  us  in  ooo* 
tinental  connections  and  war^  which  bsft 
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already  almost  overwhelmed  ua  with  debt. 
In  erery  view,  then,  these  measures  are 
impolitic,  uoconstitutionaly  and  dangerous. 

Much  has  been  said,  my  lords,  about 
not  distrusting  the  present  prince  upon  tlie 
throne;  though  we  may  be  jealous  of 
trastinff  such  powers  with  those  who  may 
sooceed  him.  it  is  not  now  a  time  for  com- 
pliments. I  do  not  distrust  the  King  that 
IS  now  upon  the  throne.  I  have  more  ve- 
neration for  the  character  of  king  William 
than  for  that  of  any  prince  that  ever  sway- 
ed a  sceptre.  The  greatness  of  his  talents, 
the  virtues  and  the  heroism  of  his  heart,  ren- 
der him!  in  my  estimation,  the  first  of  men. 
¥ethad  I  been  in  that  parliament  which  re- 
liued  him  his  Dutch  guards,  I  should  have 
been  the  foremost  in^so  wise  and  constitu- 
tional a  measure.  My  vote,  my  lords,  shall 
nerer  be  given  for  trusting  the  dmeerous 
power  of  the  sword  in  foreien  hands. 
And  however  I  may  trust  English  swords 
will  never  be  employed  against  English  li- 
berties, vet,  I  hold  it  my  duty  as  a  guar- 
dian of  the  constitution,  to  look  ever  with 
&  jealous  eye  on  the  augmentation  even  of 
to  Enfflish  army. 

My  lords,  the  ministers  lament,  that  it 
is  their  task,  in  this  American  business,  to 
sapport  the  measure  of  another  adminis- 
tration.   This  is  some  acknowledgment  at 
least,  that  the  measure  was  wrong.    Why, 
tlien, did  they  support  it?   What  secret 
influence  has  compelled  them  to  heap  er- 
rors on  errors,  grievance  upon  grievance, 
till  they  have  shaken  the  constitution  to  its 
foundation,  and  brought  the  whole  empire 
into  danger  and  confusion?  The  Ame- 
ncans  judge  from  facts.    They  have  seen 
an  uniform    lurking    spirit  of  despotism 
pervade  every  administration.    It  has  pre- 
^liled  over  the  wisest  and  most  constitu- 
tional counsels ;  it  has  precipitated  us  into 
die  most  pernicious  or  all  wars ;   a  war 
with  our  brothers,  our  friends,  and  our 
feDow  subjects.     It  was  this  lurking  spirit 
^  despotism   that  produced  the  Stamp 
Act  in  1765 ;  that  fettered  the  repeal  of 
^at  Act  in  1766 ;  that  revived  the  princi- 
ples of  it  in  1767;  'that  has  accumulated 
^preasion  upon  oppression  since,  till  at 
kngth  it  has  openly  established,  by  the 
Quebec  Bill,  popery  and  arbitrary  power 
over  half  America. 

It  is  the  constant  endeavour,  my  lords, 
^  those  who  lend  themselves  as  the  in- 
ttmments  of  all  the  measures  prompted 
by  that  pernicious  spirit,  for  the  emolu- 
iBents  it  yield^  to  throw  upon  us  the  im- 

piM<m  of  being  prompted  to  opposition 


solely  by  a  desire  of  the  same  emoluments. 
But,  ray  lords,  whatever  may  be  the  ob- 
ject in  ordinary  times,  the  present  are  big 
with  dangers  that  absorb  every  other  con- 
sideration. The  inevitable  consequence 
of  persevering  in  these  measures,  must  be 
such  a  depreciation  of  our  estates,  that 
opulence  will  be  reduced  to  copapetence, 
and  that  to  indigence.  In  contemplation 
of  this  adversity,  I  feel  it  a  happiness  that 
I  have  been  bred  a  soldier ;  accustomed 
to  the  moderation  of  that  life,  my  fall  from 
opulence  will  be  easy;  such  may  it  be 
with  the  rest  of  your  lordships !  But  as 
you  would  avoid  this,  and  still  greater  ca- 
lamities, let  me  beseech  jou  to  temper, 
and  restrain  with  your  wisdom,  the  vio* 
lence  of  this  fatal  address. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  Amend* 
ment.  It  passed  in  the  negative.  Con- 
tents 29 ;  Non-contents  69.  The  question 
was  next  put  upon  the  motion  for  an  Ad- 
dress. It  passed  in  the  affirmative.  Con- 
tents 66,  and  proxies  10,  in  all  7o.  Non- 
contents  38,  no  proxies. 

List  of  the  Minority • 


DVKBS. 

RicbmoDd 

OraftoQ 

Devonshire 

Portland 
Manchester. 

Marquis. 
Rockinfifham. 
Earls. 
Stamford 
Thaoet 
AbiogdoD 
Scarborough 
Coventry 
Jersey 

Cholmundeley 
Tankervitle 
Effingham 
Fitzwilliam 
Radnor. 


Viscouirr. 
TorriDgton. 

Loans. 
Craven 
Sondes 
Boyle 
MoDson 
Kiog: 

Ched  worth 
Archer 
Romney 

PODSODOy 

Lvttelton 
nycombe 
Beaulieu 
Camden. 

Bishops. 
St.  Aiaph 
Peterboroagb. 


PrateH  against  rejecting  ihe  Amendment 
to  the  Addre$s.1  The  toUowing  Protest 
was  entered : 

^'  Dissentient, 

1.  **  Because  we  cannot,  as  English- 
men, as  Christians,  or  as  men  of  common 
humanity,  consent  to  the  prosecution  of  a 
cruel  civil  war,  so  little  supported  by  jus- 
tice, and  so  very  fatal  m  its  necessary 
consequences,  as  that  which  is  now  waging 
against  our  brethren  and  fellow  subjects 
in  America.  We  have  beheld  with  sorrow 
and  indignation,  session  after  session,  and 
notwithstanding  repeated  warnings  of  the 
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danger,  attempts  made  to  deprive  some 
mHlionB  of  British  subjects  of  their  trade, 
their  laws,  their  constitution,  their  mutual 
intercourat^  and  of  the  venr  food  which 
God  has  given  ihem  for  their  subsistence. 
We  have  beheld  endeavours  used  to  en- 
force these  impolitic  severities  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  We  have,  on  the  other 
hand,  beheld  so  large  a  part  of  the  empire, 
united  in  one  common  cause,  reallj  sa- 
crificing with  cheerfulness  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  and  preferring  all  the  horrors  of 
a  war  raging  in  the  very  heart  of  their 
country,  to  ignominious  ease.  We  have 
beheld  this  part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
thus  irritated  by  resistance,  and  $o  suc- 
cessful in  it,  still  making  professions,  in 
which  we  think  it  neither  wise  nor  decent 
to  affect  a  djsbelief  of  the  utmost  loyalty 
to  his  Majesty ;  and  unwearied  with  con- 
tinued repulses,,  repeatedly  petitioning  for 
conciliation,  upon  such  terms  only  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  dignity  and  welfare 
of  the  mother  country.  When  we  con- 
sider these  things,  we  cannot  look  upon 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America  in  any  other 
light  than  that  of  freemen  driven  to  resist- 
ance by  acts  of  oppression  and  violence. 

2.  *'  Because  this  unnatural  war,  thus 
commenced  in  oppression,  and  in  the  most 
erroneous  policy,  must,  if  persevered  in, 
be  finally  ruinous  in  its  eflects.  The  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  with  America  was 
great  and  increasing,  the  profits  iramensei 
the  advantages,  as  a  nursery  of  seamen, 
and  as  an  inexhaustible  magazine  of  naval 
stores,  infinite ;  and  the  continuance  of 
that  commerce,  particularly  in  times  of 
war,  when  most  wanted  to  support  our 
fleets  and  revenues,  not  precarious,  as  all 
foreign  trade  must  be,  but  depending 
solely  on  ourselves.  These  valuable  re- 
sources, which  enabled  us  to  face  the 
united  efforts  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
arc  actually  lost  to  Great  Britain,  itnd  ir- 
retrievably lost,  unless  redeemed  by  im- 
mediate and  efiectual  pacification. 

3.  **  Because  Great  Britain,  deprived 
of  80  valuable  a  part  of  its  resources,  and 
not  animated,  either  with  motives  of  self- 
defence,  or  with  those  prospects  of  ad- 
vantage and  glory,  whicn  have  hitherto 
supported  this  nation  in  all  its  foreign  wars, 
may  possibly  find  itself  unable  to  supply 
the  means  of  carrying  on  a  civil  war,  at 
such  a  vast  distance,  in  a  country  so  pecu- 
liarly circumstanced,  and  under  the  com- 
plicated difficulties  which  necessarily  atr 
tend  it.  Still  less  should  we  be  able  to 
preserve,  by  mere  force,  that  vast  coati- 


nent,  and  that  growing  multitade  of  leio- 
lute  fireemen  who  inhabit  it ;  even  if  that 
or    any  country,  was  worth   gofenung 
against  the  inclination  of  all  its  ialiabi- 
tants.     But  we  fear,  that  while  we  ais 
making  these  fruitless  efforts,  refusiag  to 
give  credit  to  the  declarations  of  our  £mm 
subjects,  and  blindly  confiding  in  the  ia- 
sidious  professions  of  the  natural  enenks 
of  this  country,  we.  are  preparing  an  eaiy 
prey  for  those  who  prudently  ait  (pet, 
beholding  British  forces,  which,  if  miited, 
might  be  in  a  condition,  from  their  valoor, 
numbers,  and  discipline,  to  carry  tenor 
into  the  very  heart  of  their  kingdoms,  de« 
stroying  each  other.    Every  event,  whidi- 
ever  way  it  turns,  is  a  victory  to  thesi. 
Our  very  hospitals  furnish  them  with  ddj 
triumphs ;  the  greater,  astbeyarecertaio, 
without  any  risk  to  them  of  men  or  maaef* 

4*.  **  Because  we  conceive  the  calliag 
in  foreign  forces  to  decide  domestic  quar- 
rels, to  be  a  measure  both  disgraceful  and 
dangerous ;  and  that  the  advice  which  an- 
nisters  have  dared  to  give  to  his  Maioty, 
which  they  have  avowed  and  carried  infia 
execution,  of  sending  to  the  garriMBiof 
Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  the  donuaiaM 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  a  part  of 
his  electoral  troops,  without  any  nrei ioai 
consent,  recommendation  or  autnorityaf 
parliameiit,  is  unconstitutionaL  That  fia* 
noverian  troops  should,  at  the  mere  nlea> 
sure  of  the  ministers,  be  considered  ai  a 
part  of  the  British  military  establisboaeBl, 
and  take  a  rotation  of  garrison  dutiei, 
through  these  dominions,  is,  in  practice 
and  precedent,  of  the  highest  danger  to 
the  safety  and  liberties  of  this  kiagdoB) 
and  tends  wholly  to  invalidate  the  wise  and 
salutary  declaration  of  the  grand  fhndi^ 
mental  law  of  our  gloriotis  deliverer,  kiog 
William,  which  has  bound  together  the 
rights  of  the  subject  and  the  succeaskm  of 
the  crown. 

5.  **  Because  the  ministera^  who  are  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  manageoaent  of  tbii 
war,  have  proved  themselves  imeqtial  to 
the  task,  and  in  every  degree  unwordiyof 
public  trust.  Parliament  has  given  them 
every  assistance  they  asked ;  no  nnfove- 
seen  accidents  have  stood  in  th^r  way ;  bo 
storms  have  disabled  or  delayed  their  (^ 
rations ;  no  foreign  power  bath,  as  ytt» 
interfered :  but  notwithstanding  these  ad- 
vantages, by  their  ignomnce,  negligeaoi^ 
and  want  of  conduct,  our  arms  have  been 
disgraced;  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  tba 
fiower  of  our  army,  with  an  immeoae  ar- 
tillecy,  under  fi^mr  generab  o£  gepatariflHi 
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and  bicked  mthi  a  great  naval  force^  have 
beeo  miierabij  blockaded  in  one  sea^port 
town,  and  after  repeated  and  obstinate, 
baitlesy  in  which  such  numbers  of  our 
bravest  men  have  fallen,  the  British  forces 
have  not  been  able  to  penetrate  <me  mile 
iato  the  country  which  they  were  sent  to 
subdue;  important  fortresses  are  seized, 
the  governors  are  driven  from  their  pro- 
tmces,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether,  at  this 
mment,  we  are  in  possession  of  a  single 
toiro  in  all  North  America.  Whether  we 
consider  its  extent  or  its  commerce,  Eng- 
kod  has  lost  half  its  empire  in  one  cam- 
fMBgn.  Nor  can  we  impute  the  miscon- 
dact  of  ministers  to  mere  inability,  nor  to 
their  ignorance  of  the  state  of  America, 
apon  which  tbey  attempt  to  justify  them- 
lelves ;  for  while  some  members  of  admi- 
Birtration  confess  they  were  deceived  as 
tathe  strength  and  condition  of  the  pro« 
viaces,  we  have  from  others  received  of- 
ficial information,  that  the  insufficiency  of 
the  navy  was  concealed  from  parliament, 
sad  part  of  administration,  from  a  fear  of 
aot  receiving  support  from  its  members; 
«e  csnnot  therefore  consent  to  an  Address 
which  may  deceive  his  Majesty  and  die 
pahlic  into  a  belief  of  the  confidence  of 
^  House  in  the  pesent  ministers,  who 
hsfe  deceived  parliament,  dismeed  the 
nation,  lost  the  colonies,  and  involved  us 
in  a  civil  war  against  our  clearest  interests ; 
ttd,  upon  the  most  unjustifiable  grounds, 
vantooly  spilling  the  blood  of  thousands 

«r  aar  fellow  subjects (Signed) 

Manchester,  Devonshire,  Ched- 
worth,  Boyle,  Craven,  Scarbo- 
rough, Effin^rham,  Rockingham, 
Richmond,  Torrington,  FitswiU 
liam.  Archer,  Tlianet,  Chohnon- 
deley,  King,  Portland,  Stamford, 
Ponsonby,  Abingdon." 

The  King^e  Anstoer  to  the  Lord^  Ad' 
^]    To  the  Address  of  the  Lords  his 
Majesty  returned  this  Answer  ; 
"My  Lords; 

**  I  reeebe  with  the  most  sensible  satis- 

wion  this  Address,  so  fully  expressive  of 

your  duty  and  loyalty  to  me.    Nothing 

cu  be  more  acceptable  than  the  assur- 

uices  you  give  of  your  utmost  support  to 

•••We  me  to  re-establish  order  and  tran- 

fiulity  throughout   all    my  dominions; 

^  lihsll  most  heartilr  concur  with  any 

^••*<»^  that  may  teaa  to  so  sahttary  a 
parpose.'*  ^ 

^ctoe  ta  the  Comtnom  o»  the  Address 
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of  Thanks."]     The  Commons  being  re* 
turned  to  their  House,' 

Mr.  Aciand  said :  Sir,  when  I  consider 
the  importance  of  the  subject  brought  un^ 
der  our  consideration  by  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  that  on  our  firmness  or  inde« 
cision,  the  future  fate  of  the  British  em- 
pire and  of  ages  yet  unborn  will  depend  ; 
when  I  behold  the  eves  of  all  Europe 
fixed  on  the  temper  and  first  proceedings 
of  this  assembly,  I  cannot  rise  without 
feeling  the  infenoritv  of  my  own  abilities, 
and  dreading  to  sink  under  a  burthen  I 
find  myself  almost  unequal  to  bear;  but  if 
the  kind  indulgence  of  this  House  will 
support  me,  I  will  beg  its  attention  but 
for  a  few  moments,  and  then  conclude 
with  moving  a  dutiful  Address  to  the 
King- 
Reflecting,  Sir,  on  the  present  ntoa*' 
tion  of  America,  so  greatly  altered  since 
our  last  meeting,  when  I  see  her  rising 
from  her  subordinate  relation  to  this 
country,  to  the  undisguised  assertion  of 
independence  and  empire;  when  I  ^at- 
tempt to  deduce  the  consequences  that 
will  thence  flow,  not  only  to  this  counti^ 
but  to  all  Europe,  I  confess  I  stand 
amazed  at  the  extent  of  the  object.  But, 
Sir,  however  awful  the  situation  of  publio 
afbirs  may  be,  I  hold  it  to  be  tlie  first 
duty  of  a  great  national  assembly,  deli- 
berating on  a  great  national  concern,  not 
to  despair  of  tne  republic ;  for  whoever. 
Sir,  attentively  examraes  the  spirit  of  op- 
position that  has  been  so  long  fomenting 
in  America,  whoever  traces  its  course 
from  its  origin  to  its  present  enormous 
height,  through  all  the  various  appear- 
ances under  which  artifice,  passion  and 
interest  have  alternately  disguised  it, 
must  admit  as  I  do,  that  the  reducing 
America  to  a  just  obedience  to  this 
country  is  not  without  its  difficulties  ; 
but  he  will  conclude  with  me  too,  that 
where  the  interests  of  a  great  people  are 
concerned,  difficulties  must  be  overcome 
not  yielded  to,  nor  are  the  difficulties  su- 
perior to  the  strength  of  the  nation  that 
nas  to  encounter  them.  Recollect  the 
strength,  the  resources,  and  above  all  the 
spirit  of  the  Britilh  nation,  which  when 
roused  knows  no  opposition ;  let  me  re- 
mind you  of  those  extensive  and  success- 
ful wars  dMt  this  country  has  carried  on 
before  the  continent  of  America  was 
known ;  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  that 
period  when  you  derended  this  very  peo- 
ple from  the  attacks  of  the  most  powerful 
and  valiant  aatioa  in  Buropei  when  your 
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armies  gave  law,  and  your  fleets  rode  tri- 
umphant on  every  coast.  Shall  we  be 
told,  then,  that  this  people,  whose  great- 
ness is  the  work  of  our  hands,  and  whose 
insolence  arises  from  onr  divisions,  who 
have  mistaken  the  lenity  of  thb  country 
for  its  weakness,  and  the  reluctance  to 
punish,  for  a  want  of  power  to  vindicate 
the  violated  rights  of  British  subjects; 
shall  we  be  tdd  that  such  a  people  can 
resist  the  powerful  efforts  of  this  nation  ? 

The  steps  hitherto  taken  by  parliament 
have  been  marked  by  forbearance  and 
moderation ;  for  though  it  was  well  known 
that  parts  of  America  had  been  labouring 
to  throw  off  the  authority  of  this  country, 
yet  so  unwilline  was  parliament  to  exert 
Its  arms,  that  during  the  last  session  it 
continued  to  proceed  by  the  coercion  of 
oivil  power,  trusting  ^at  the  infatuation 
of  the  Americans  would  at  last  cease,  and 
the  sword  might  remain  peaceful  within 
its  6cabbard :  but  the  Americans  reasoned 
differently ;  they  took  advantage  of  our 
inclination  to  peace  to  prepare  Uiemselves 
for  war,  and  though  it  was  contended  at 
our  last  meeting  that  New  England  was 
not  then  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  it  cmnot 
now  be  contended  that  America  is  not  in 
a  state  of  war.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  this  quarrel  the  point  in  dispute  be- 
tween us  has  been  perpetually  fluctuating, 
and  whatever  the  original  contest  might 
be,  it  is  now  lost  in  a  contest  for  inde- 
pendence and  empire.  That  the  Ame- 
ricans have  been  long  contending  for  in- 
dependence, I  believe  I  am  not  the  only 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  is  firmly 
persuaded ;  but  now  they  hold  a  higher 
tone;  presuming  on  a  supposed  invmci- 
bility  of  strength,  they  speak  a  clearer 
language. 

The  congress,  in  their  observations  on 
the  conciliatory  plan  offered  by  parliament 
last  year,  triumphantly  demand  ^  what 
right  Britain  has  to  interfere  with  her  go- 
vernment, since  she  does  not  interfere 
with  that  of  Britam?''  Is  not  this  the 
language  of  an  independent  state  I  It  is  a 
language  that  might  well  become  France 
and  Spain,  but  which  cannot  be  recon- 
eiled  to  any  idea  of  obedience  from  a  co» 
lony  to  a  mother  country.  In  the  private 
intercepted  correspondence  of  their  lead* 
ers,  we  find  them  boasting  *^  of  their  la- 
bours in  modelling  a  new  government; 
caising,  clothing  and  subsisting  a  large 
army,  creating  a  marine,  and  founding  an 
extensive  empire :''  but  their  actions  still 
more  loudly  oedare  their  intenlions  than 
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their  professions;  they  have  raised  u 
army,  they  are  creating  a  marme,  and  the 
continental  congress,  under  the  astooied 
power  of  its  own  self-created  assemblj, 
have  issued  bills  on  contmental  credk; 
they  have  made  war  toe,  in  all  its  formi, 
on  the  people  of  whom  they  wooki  wuh 
to  be  independent* 

The  question   is  now,  therefore,  r^ 
duced  into  a  very  short  compass:  do  gen- 
tlemen chuse  to  acquiesce  in  the  iode* 
penden<^  of  America,  or  to  asforce  tbeir 
submission  to  this  country  by  vigonai 
measures  I  We  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  not 
only  of  the  difficulties  of  such  an  enter- 
prize,  but  of  the  few  advantages  we  caa 
draw  from  a  country  reduced  by  the  o^ 
lamities  of  war :  but  this  argument  hu 
little  weight  with  any  one  who  considen, 
that  the  same  force  which  is  sufficient  to 
subdue  the  disobedient  spirit  of  AmericSi 
is  also  sufficient  and  will  be  exerted  ts 
repair  her  losses,  and  alleviate  hercili- 
mities.    How  soon  were  the  nuschieft  tT 
the  last  war  repaired !  how  soon  wai  com* 
merce  restored,  and  industry  reanimitcd 
in  all  parts  of  the  world !  But  adroittioi 
this  ailment  in  its  full  force,  admittlDf 
that  America  is  regained,  weakened  sod; 
exhausted  by   the    unnatural   straggle; 
compare  this  situation  with  that  of  Adm*' 
rican  independence ;  compare  it  with 
perpetual  loss  of  those  exdushre  adno* 
tages  you  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  * 
tr^e;   consider    too,    that  the 
America  is  independent,  she  becomei 
arbiter  of  your  West-Indian  trade,  and  t 
dangerous  rival  in  many  of  the  other| 
branches  of  British  commerce;  from  ' 
moment  the  North  American  merchant 
becomes  the  rival  of  the  British  merdnnt 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  A&ics, 
whilst  the    European,    the   Asiatic  ud 
African  merchant,  will  be  received  u  fr* 
vourably  as  the  British  through  the  wholft 
American  continent:  and  1  must  nalBr 
tain,  that  it  would  have  been  better 
this  country  that  America  had  never  bees 
known,  than   that  a   great  consolidsted 
American  empire  should  exist  indepes* 
dent  of  Britain* 

Would  gentlemen,  not  mutually  r^ 
proaching  each  other  for  what  has  or  fan 
not  been  done,  without  paasion  and  with* 
out  prejudice,  consider  what  the  exigency 
of  affidrs  requires  now  to  be  done,  dief 
will  perceive,  whatever  its  origin  nigkt 
be,  to  such  a  height  is  this  di^te  nff, 
that  no  measures  can  be  proposed  tbsttbe 
Americans,  ciHifidentin  their  own  strengtht 
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would  now  accept,  that  would  not  tenni- 
nate  m  real  though  perhaps  not  in  nominal 
Independence;  as  theretore  there  is  no 
medium  left  between  their  flubmiasion  and 
fteir  independence,  those  who  think  it 
for  thp  adTantage  of  this  country  that 
America  should  be  reduced  to  a  due  sub- 
mission to  its  legislature,  will  of  course 
strengthen  the-  hands  of  the  executive 
power  for  that  constitutional  purpose; 
those,  if  there  are  any  such,  who  wish  to 
lee  America  iodependenty  taaay  live  to 
hment'tbe  consequences  of  their  mis- 
judged partiality  to  that  country,  fatal  to 
tbe  interests  of  this,  which  ought  to  be, 
and  I  trust  will  be,  the  first  and  dearest 
object  to  the  representatives  of  British 
fieeholders.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
JDOTed  an  Address. 

Governor  L^Helion*  seconded  the  mo- 
tioD.  He  expatiated  on  the  necessity  of 
streogthening  the  hands  of  government,  if 
coercive  measures  were  intended  to  be 
pursued.  He  compared  America  to  a 
cbaio,  the  upper  part  of  which  was 
itrong,  and  the  lower  weak ;  he  explained 
Ais,  by  sayinff,  the  northern  colonies,  or 
fper  part  of  tbe  chain,  were  strong,  po- 
Ijuioui,  and  of  course  able  to  make  re- 
lirtance;  the  southern  colonies,  or  lower 
Wi  were  weak,  on  account  of  (he  num- 
Rr  of  negroes  in  them.  He  intimated,  if 
\  few  regiments  were  sent  there,  tlie 
kf^roes  would  rise,  and  eipbrue  their 
mods  in  the  blood  of  their  masters.  He 
m  against  any  conciliatory  offisrs  being 
Wde ;  said  this  was  the  most  proper  time 
0 speak  out;  and  thou^t,  at  all  events, 
he  honour  of  the  nation  required  coer- 
jve  measures ;  that  the  colonies  ought  to 
e  conquered,  and  then  to  have  mercy 
bewn  tnem;  concluding,  from  Virgii, 
^  '  parcere  subjects  et  debeUare  supers 
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I^  John  Ca\>endish  moved  an  Amend- 
ttit  in  the  same  words,  as  the  Amend- 
le&t  moved  in  the  Lords  by  the  marquis 
(Rockingham. 

Sx  James  Lawther  seconded  this  mo- 
oi-  ^  He  strongly  urged  the  great  im- 
ropriet^  and  duiger  of  vesting  the  im- 
"tant  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  andMinor- 
t  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  He  con- 
Bnmed  the  Address  throughout;  attack- 
i  the  whole  system  of  colony  govem- 
Mt,  and  the  measures  arbing  from  it; 
^with  peculiar  energy,  urged  the  in« 
lest  he  nad  in  the  event  of  those  mea- 
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sures,  tbe  stake  he  had  *  t<}ose»  and  the 
motives  which  might  cousequently  be  sap- 
posed  to  influence  his  conduct. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  fTilkes,  said :  Sir, 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  gentlemaa 
who  seconded  the  Address,  that  every  man 
ought  now  to  speak  out ;  apd  in  a  mo- 
ment so  important  as  the  present  to  tbe 
whole  empire,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  the 
dignity  and  duty  ofparliament  to  lose  itself 
in  such  a  fulsome,  adulatory  Address  to 
the  throne  as  that  now  proposed.  We 
ought  rather,  Sir,  to  approach  our  sove- 
reign with  sound  and  wholesome  advice, 
ana  even  with  remonstrances  against  th^ 
conduct  of  his  ministers,  who  have  preci- 
pitated the  nation  into  an  unjust,  rumous, 
felonious,  and  murderous  war.  I  ccdl  the 
war  with  our  brethren  in  America  an  un- 
just, felonious  war,  because  the  primary 
.cause  and  confessed  origin  of  it  is,  to  at- 
tempt to  take  their  money  from  them  with- 
out their  consent,  contrary  to  the  common 
rights  of  all  mankind,  and  those  great  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  English  consti* 
tution,  for  which  Hampden  bled.  I  as- 
sert, Sir,  that  it  is  in  consequence  a  mur- 
derous war,  because  it  is  an  effort  to  de- 
prive men  of  their  lives  for  standing  up  in 
the  just  cause  of  the  defence  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  their  clear  rights.  It  becomes 
no  less  a  murderous  war,  with  respect  t<f 
many  of  our  fellow  subjects  of  this  island ; 
for  every  man,  either  of  the  navy  or  army, 
who  has  been  sent  by  government  to  Ame- 
rica, and  fallen  a  victim  in  this  unnatural 
and  unjust  contest,  has,  in  my  opinion, 
been  murdered  by  administration,  and  his 
blood  lies  at  their  door.  Such  a  war,  I 
fear,  Sir,  will  draw  down  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  upon  this  devoted  kingdom* 

I  think  this  war.  Sir,  fatal  and  ruinous 
to  our  country.  It  absolutely  annihilates 
the  only  great  source  of  our  wealth,  whidi 
we  enjoyed  unrivalled  by  other  nations, 
and  deprives  us  of  the  fruits  of  the  laborir 
ous  industry  of  near  three  roillioi^  of  sub- 
jects, which  centered  here.  That  com- 
merce has  already  taken  its  flight,  and  our 
American  merchants  are  now  deploring 
the  consequences  of  a  wretched  policy, 
which  has  been  pursued  to  their  destruc- 
tion. It  is,  Sir,  no  less  ruinous  with  re- 
gard to  the  enormous  expence  of  the 
fleets  and  armies  necessary  for  this  ne&- 
rious  undertaking,  and  of  consequence  the 
enormous  supplies  to  be  raised,  so  that  we 
are  wasting  our  present  wealth,  while  we 
are  destroying  the  sources  of  aU  we  might 
have  in  future.    An  humane  mind  must 
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ihem  bto  lo  voany  wrrereigii  indepeiideiit 
states. 

But  instead  of  ioTestigatiDg  the  causes 
of  the  evil,  it  was  more  material  now  to 
consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  to 
remedy  it,  and  in  this  he  saw  but  one 
choice,  either  to  support  with  yigoar  the 
authority  of  Great  Britaioy  or  to  abandon 
America  altogether.  Some  ipeculatife 
men  have  said,  and  published  their  opi> 
nions  to  the  world,  that  it  would  be.no 
such  fatal  stroke  to  Britain  as  is  generally 
imagined,  were  America  to  be  abandoned 
altogether :  he  had  not  opinion  enough  of 
his  own  foresight  to  lay  with  certainty 
what  the  consequence  would  be,  but  so 
much  benefit  he  had  reaped  from  these 
speculations  as  to  hope  that  the  proqierity 
or  Great  Britain  would  not  be  desperate 
^en  were  such  an  event  to  happen.  But 
who  would  be  bold  enough  to  advise  such 
a  measure?  and  who  could,  with  cer- 
tainty, answer  for  the  effects  of  it  I  If  no 
person  would,  what  remained,  but  that 
they  should  exert  every  nerve  to  reduce 
their  rebellious  subjects  to  obedience  ? 
After  they  had  reduced  them,  and  con- 
vinced them  of  their  inability  to  resist  the 
power  of  this  country,  dien,  and  not  till 
then,  would  be  the  time  to  shew  them  all 
l>os8ible  indulgence.  Any  further  con- 
cession now  would  be  considered  as  ex- 
torted from  them  by  their  fears,  not  as  the 
imluntary  effect  of  their  favour. 

But  can  this  country  reduce  them  to 
obedience,  or  must  the  contest  be  given 
up  for  want  of  power  ?  If  it  must,  there  is 
90  help  for  it :  but,  at  least,  let  us  put  it 
lo  the  trial ;  for  his  own  part,  he  could  not 
entertain  a  doubt  of  it;  he  did,  indeed, 
lee  that  those  were  mistaken  who  said  the 
Americans  would  not  fight :  but  those 
were  at  least,  as  much  mistaken,  if  there 
were  Bny  such,  who  would  entertain  a 
doubt  of  their  being  reduced  by  a  proper 
exertion  of  the  power  of  Great-Britain. 
As  he  could  not  aoubt  of  the  strength  of 
Great  Britain  to  reduce  them,  so  he  hoped 
if  that  strength  was  exerted  it  would  be 
done  e&ctually.  If  a  force  is  sent,  to 
America,  both  prudence  and  humanity  re- 
quired that  it  should  be  such  a  one  as,  hu- 
manly qpeaking,  would  carry  its  pomt. 
The  error  hitherto  had  been  to  have  too 
small  a  force  there ;  to  continue  the  same 
error  still,  was  to  protnu^t  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war.  He  did  not  meati  merely  that 
such  a  force  should  be  sent  as  would  be 
sufficient  to  beat  their  opponents ;  it  ought 
to  be  such  a  on^  as  would  deprive  them  of 


all  idea  of  lesistanoe.  Tfassa  being  bii 
sentiments,  he  could  not^  posnUy  give  hii 
assent  to  the  AmendsMnL 

Governor  JohnsUme.  Sir,  the  speeck 
of  the  hon.  baronet  is  very  much  hfce  tha 
we  have  just  heard  firom  the  throne,  fid 
of  assumed  ftlse  fiw^ts  and  general  191&- 
puted  axioms,  which  the  4>eople  in  Aa^ 
rica  are  as  read^  to  dose  with  as  their  ad- 
versaries on  this  side.  For  instsnce,  dis 
hon.  gentleman  says,  <*  the  Americsaskd 
some  reasons  for  their  ooodoct  in  the  ibifc 
of  those  disputes;  but  now  they  hate  re- 
fused their  iust  proportion  of  taxes,  by  v^ 
jecting  lord  North's  coociliatofy  profMih 
tion  m  last  year,  and  resisting  the  csssti- 
tutional  autlioriQr  of  parliament,  he  is  read^ 
to  devote  them  to  destiuctioii.^  Whs 
does  not  see  that  the  whole  questioo,efai 
according  to  this  hon.  gentfenHn,  toni 
upon  just  proportion  and  oonstitirtiflsd 
authority  ?  Now  I  deny  that  the  peojilerf 
America  have  ever  refused  to  coalnbuls 
their  just  proportion,  when  called  upon  is 
a  constitutional  way,  and  those  who  ssMit 
the  contrary  du^t  to  prove,  it.  If  tbs 
hon.  gentleman  vmdicates  the  severity  d 
his  conduct  against  his  fellow  subjecls  is 
America,  for  rejecting  the  proposition  tf 
last  year,  I  thmk  he  reata  on  as  ftebk 
ground  as  any  man  ever  stood.  How  dser 
he  vindicate  the  severities  in  which  he  eoa- 
jcurred  before  it  could  be  known  whsiber 
the  subjects  in  A>°crica  would  accede  4» 
this  marvellous  indulgence  pr  not?  Hii 
mind  must  have  been  strangely  biassed  to 
the  noble  lorcl,  if  this  coidd  turn  the  salt 
of  his  reason.  I  reallv  thou£^  tha  fooU 
piece  of  paper  had  been  ao  univenalj 
condemned,  that  I  should  never  again  hM 
heard  any  arguments  founded  on  soiSiBB^ 
a  foundatien.  The  purpose  was  deadv  to 
amuse  the  people  on  this  side  the  Atiia* 
tic,  and  to  divide  the  people  on  that 
Having  fiuled  in  its  effect,  1  undentood 
firom  many  friends  of  ^vemment,  thit 
every  rational  argument  m  airport  of  Iho 
proposition  had  been  reprobated:  iff 
what,  indeed,  can  be  more  truly  ridiculoab 
than  in  a  dispute,  concerning  the  power  tf 
taxation,  seriously  to  say. to  a  Bensftb 
people,  We  admit  there  are  many  ubspp 
swerable  reasons  why  this  assequdjr  «a 
unfit  to  impose  taxes  upon  you,  and  tbeie* 
Are,  if  you  will  only  tax  youiselves  tooar 
satis&ction,  we  will  forbear  the  enrciit 
of  a  right  to  which  we  declare  by  the  pto- 
position  we  are  incompetent,  ^t  soiM 
men  will  say  the  parliament  can  judMiot 
ficiently.  well  of  the  gross  iiuoii  wMfh 
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im^  nd  ]iicS{|eb]e  of  determininff  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  raised.  Who 
that  if  aoctistomed  to  reason  accurately^ 
does  not  perceive  that  the  estimate  of  sup- 

ey  must  be  regulated  from  a  thorough 
lowledge  of  the  ways  and  means^  and 
that  they  are  united  in  common  sense,  as 
veil  as  DT  the  English  constitution,  to  re- 
ride  in  the  same  persons.  But  the  hon. 
haronet  forgets  that  the  main  argument 
iHuch  drew  the  concession  of  the  concilia^ 
lory  proposition  turns  on  this:  the  Ame- 
ricans hare  no  representatives  in  the  Bri* 
tUi  parliament ;  they  have  not  thesecu- 
fkf  of  other  8td>jects  residing  in  Britain, 
vho  mi^  not  be  represented,  namely,  that 
the  members  in  taxing  them  must'  tax 
Aemselves ;  en  the  contrary,  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  every  member  to  lay  as  much  as 
posBible  on  America  to  ease  himself.  This 
USB  the  consideration  which  **  drew  iron 
feeifs  from  Pluto's  cheek^f '  and  has  affected 

10  many  members  not  remarkably  tender 
towards  the  feeling  of  their  fellow  cr^- 
tore*  But  let  us  consider  if  this  irresisti- 
ble objection,  as  it  has  been  called  by  one 
of  the  ftiends  of  administratioo,  against 
Ittiog  America  by  the  Britidi  parliament, 
dees  not  equally  apply,  when  we  approve 
of  die  sum  offered,  and  tax  them  in  the 
hnoip,  as  when  we  tax  them  by  detail. 

However,  Sir,  absurd  as  this  appears^  it 
iiBotny  capital  objection  to  that  mode 
ef  ndsiog  money,  nor  is  it  the  objection  of 
die  Americans ;  they  maintain  the  power 
of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money 
bj  ttieir  own  free  and  voluntary  consent, 

11  the  only  security  they  can  retain  for  the 
jnt  odmmistnUion  of  government,  at  so 

Cit  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  empire, 
t  it  is  the  main  spring  in  their  several 
oitablishments  upon  which  the  meeting 
oad  oower  of  their  sevend  assemblies  de- 
pen^  from  whence  the  singular  prosperity 
of  the  British  colonies,  above  all  others  on 
die  face  of  the  earth,  have  flowed.  They 
Admit  yeu  have  the  power  of  limiting  the 
Bieans,  by  whteh  they  may  acquire  pro- 
perty, but  they  deny  you  the  pow^r  of 
dbposing  of  this  property,  after  it  is 
so  acquired.  Thus  in  his  Majesty's 
Speech  the  same  general  undefined  axioms 
pnevsiL  "  To  be  a  subject  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  all  its  consequences,  is  to  be  the 
freest  member  of  any  society  in  the  known 
^odd.**  All  America,  with  one  voioe, 
agrae  in  this  truth;  their  writings  and  their 
actions  proclaim  their  belief:  but  they 
fludtttain,  as  I  assert  in  their  behalf,  that 
aoe  of  the  unalienable  consequences  of 
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that'situation,  is  the  giving  and  granting 
of  aids  ibr  the  support  of  goverffment,  ac- 
cording  to  the  exigency  that  shall  appear 
to  their  own  understanding :  and  that  to 
tax  them  in  an  assembly  where  they  have 
no  representatives,  and  by  men  who  have 
no  interest  in  the  subsidy  they  impose,  is 
conVary  to  the  spirit  of  the  British  consti- 
tution, and  in  its  consequences  must  de* 
Srive  them  of  all  the  esseofial  rigjhts  of  a ' 
British  subject  Another  essential  right 
of  a  British  subject  is  trial  by  jury  ^  has 
not  this  been  (d)rogated  in  many  cases  by 
the  late  acts  of  paniament,  and  totally  de- 
stro)red  in  all  civil  causes  in  the  extensive 
province  of  Quebec?  The  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  is  another  essential  right  of  a  Bri- 
tish subject;  has  not  this  also  been  dooe 
away  i  I  forbear  to  enumerate  the  other 
oppressive  proceedings,  contrary  to  the 
wnole  tenor  of  our  government,  dissolving 
of  charters  without  evidence,  trial,  or  for- 
feiture ;  laws  to  deny  the  natural  gifts  of 
the  elements,  confounding  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty ;  because  when  once  the 
three  great  pillars  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion are  removed,  taxing  without  repre- 
sentatives, trial  without  jury,  imprison- 
ment without  refief  by  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  the  whole  must  necessarily  fall 
into  confusion,  and  the  rest  is  not  worth 
contending  for.  The  people  in  America 
wisely  ^resee  the  suppression  of  all  their 
rights,  m  the  train  oif  those  iniquitous  in- 
novations. They  perceive  that  every 
thing  which  is  dear  to  a  freeman  is  at 
stidce,  and  they  are  willing,  as  becomes 
the  children  of  their  ancestors,  ta  put 
all  to  the  risk,  and  sacrifice  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  rather  than  give  up  the  liberty 
of  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its 
-consequences.  The  hon.  baronet  has  con- 
cluded his  speech  with  another  reason  for 
inducing  us  to  loio  in  the  coercive  .mea- 
sures proposea  by  the  Address,  which  is 
still  more  extraordinary,  saying,  **  Whe- 
ther we  succeed  or  not  may  be  uncertain ; 
but  if  we  fail,  we  shall  even  then  i»e  no 
worse  than  we  were.''  These  are  the- 
very  words  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  Trea- 
sury bench  last  year.  I  am  persuaded  the 
worthy  baronet  has  words  of  his  own  so 
much  at  will,  that  he  borrows  from  no 
man;  but  I  am  more  surprised  he  can 
sanctify  such-  opinions  by  his  voice. 
If  America  is  forced  to  mvite  foreiffti 
powers  to  share  in  her  commerce ;  if  me 
IS  drove  to  the  necessity  of  following  the 
example  of  Holland  and  Switzerland;  if 
our  annies  are  destroyef^  mur  fleets  wrecks 
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ed,  our  treasures  waisted,  our  reputaticm 
for  justice  and  hui!\anity  lost,  our  senates 
corrupted  by  the  emoluments  which  must 
fall  to  individuals,  in  the  prosecution  of  so 
expensive  a  war,  and  4«.  laud-tax  entailed 
on  us  for  ever,  will  the  hon.  gentleman 
say  we  are  only  where  we  were  ?  What 
objects  can  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
in  a  stronger  deeree  than  those  I  have 
enumerated  ?  And-yet  they  are  all  involv-* 
ed  in  the  question  now  beu)re  you,  if  you 
reject  the  iamendment  proposed.  I  say,  it 
is  unfair  in  administration,  and  an  affront 
to  every  individual  member  of  the  House, 
without  any  information  laid  on  your  table, 
without  evidence  brought  to  ydur  bar,  de-* 
stitute  of  every  material  by  which  a  ra- 
tiooal  creatui-e  can  resolve,  to  require  he 
shoilld  give  his  unlimited  sanction  to  mea- 
suriss  of  such  moment,  on  the  very  first 
day,  perhaps,  of  his  arrival  in  town.  The 
reason  is  obvious  to  me.  The  minister 
clearly  perceives,  if  men  were  acquainted 
with  the r^  state  of  things  in  America; 
if  they  liad  tinie  to  acquire  information,  to 
reason  and  reflect,  that  all  men  of  gene- 
rous feelings  would  leave  him,  and  even 
his  most  desperate  followers  might  be 
shaken :  men  are  to  be  brought  to  this 
black  business  hood-winked ;  they  are  to 
be  drawn  in  by  degrees,  till  they  canndt 
retreat.  On  the  one  hand,  a  dutiful  Ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty,  full  of  those  general 
assurances  of  loyalty  and  respect  becoming 
subjects  to  the  first  magistrate,  is  offered 
to  your  determination:  on  the  other,  a 
hasty  approbation  of  measures  you  have 
had  no  time  to  consider,  firom  men  you 
have  every  reason  to  suspect,  lies  before 
you.  Is  there  a  man  who  feels  the  dignity 
of  his  situation,  that  can  hesitate  in  his 
c]u>ice  upon  such  an  alternative  ? 

I  shall  now  expose  to  the  House  the 
false  &cts  which  are  assumed  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  as  composed  by  the  minis- 
ter. First,  the  minister  tells  you  he  has 
called  you  early  together.  This  I  deny. 
The  commencement  of  open  hostilities  was 
in  April,  the  battle  of  Bunker's-hill  in 
June,  and  the  petition  from  the  congress 
in  July ;  they  severally  arrived  in  Eng- 
land within  five  or  six  weeks  after  the 
events.  Now  I  maintain,  as  a  member 
of  parliament  intrusted  with  a  voice  in  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  empire,  that  I 
am  called  late  to  deliberate  in  the  na- 
tional council  on  such  great  events. 
The  next  notorious  untrutli  is,  *  that  the 
Americans  are  collecting  a  naval  force* 
The  third  assertion,  that  tha  AmaricaDS 


meant  only  to  amose  by  tago^  eq»iei- 
sions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  state, 
is  equally  injurious  to  thdr  honour  sad 
to  truth.  This  can  only  be  insetted  as 
an  excuse  for  the .  bad  conduct  of  admi* 
nistration  and  their  ill  success.  The 
Americans  told  you  in  languase  the  noit 
direct  and  simple,  again  and  again  re- 
peated, that  they  would  resist  to  the  latt 
appeal  those  arbitrary  innovations :  but  joa 
anected  not  to  believe  theoi ;  neverthelett, 
I  maintain,  the  armaments  were  calgibted 
to  resist  men  in  arms,  and  the.insuffideDCf 
arose  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  forces 
character  and  dispositions  of  the  people 
in  America,  as  well  as  a  miaconoepti(A 
upon  the  effect  the  several  restrainhigbillf 
passed  last  session  would  produce:  is 
short,  from  a  perfect  ignorance  of  the  ope* 
rations  of  cruelty  and  opprenion  on  high 
minded  meit,  acting  uncler  the  spirit  sf 
freedom.  All  their  knowledge  seems  te 
have  been  drawn  from  one  source,  that  of 
governor  Hutohinson^  The  civil  war  not 
raging  in  America  seems,  step  by  step) 
to  have  been  carried  on  by  nis  advioft 
Whoever  reads  his  letters,  lately  publiahei 
in  America,  see^  every  measure  purraei 
by  administration  to  have  been  aDteo^ 
dently  pointed  out  by  this  gentleman  m 
hiB  confidential  correspondence,  until  hii 
sentiments  seem  dictated  at  last  note  bj 
revenge  and  disappointment  than  sot 
other  principle ;  wnat  confidence  shooii 
be  placed  in  the  advice  of  a  man  who  bM 
declared  in  the  cool  moments  of  ooBuait* 
ting  his  reflections  to  paper,  that  enxf 
Machiavelian  policy  is  now  to  be  vindb 
cated  towards  the' people  in  America  M 
am  here  supposing  the  letters  in  my  bsol 
to  be  genuitie,  and  there  is  little  reaioa 
to  doubt  their  authenticity,  as  tbejr  re> 
main  uncontradicted,  it  matters  sot  ta 
me,  as  a  judge,  how  they  were  procured. 
The  only  Question  respecting  my  opifliiia 
on  the  conauct  of  Mr.  Hutchinson  at  pre* 
sent  is,  are  the  letters  geQUine  or  act? 
For  in  this  I  always  differed  from  thelordi 
of  the  council,  who  determined  on  tbe 
complaint  of  the  province  of  New  Eagini^ 
against  governor  Hutchinson,  on  the 
former  letters  they  discovered.  The  Mi 
of  the  council  laid  the  whde  stresi  oa 
the  manner  in  which  th^  letters  had  beat 
obtained.  No  man  could  admire  the  abi* 
lities  of  the  advocate  more  than  I  did  ee 
that  occasion ;  it  was  his  boaiocaB  to  in* 
flame  the  passions,  to  cover  the  tarpitiidB 
of  governor  Hutchinson's  oonductt  uader 
crim^  of  a  greati^r  dyes  bttfcfeimfllMW^ 
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fill  ID  ifae  jodffet  to  be  led  away,  it  was 
imworthy  the  aitcrimiiiation  so  necestary 
to  that  chariMler,  to  mingle  the  maimer 
of  obtainbg  the  letters  wiUi  the  fact  they 
wtre  bTOught  to  prere.  I  shall  suppose 
the  letters  had  been  obtahied  aa  infaaiously 
18  the  Essay  oa  Wontiuii*  aod  more  io- 
hmoitdy  it  is  impossible ;  yet  my  jiidg* 
neat  on  the  conduct  of  a  governor  writing 
to  men  in  high  authority,  on  the  poUticfu 
iCiiTB  of  bis  pravincet  and  oonciodii^  as 
l»  sdvioe,  that  the  liberty  of  British  sub- 
jects must  be  abridged,  would  not  hove 
been  altered  from  that  eircnmstancei  And 
liere  I  must  avow  my  sentiments  as  freely 
Hgoferaor  Hutchinson  has  connmnicated 
\m,  dist  any  officer  in  government*  oaoch 
Im  the  supreme  magistrate,  entrusted 
shfa  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
mrj  individual  in  his  province,  who 
eoald  entertain  suoh  aentiments,  is  unfit 
ts  be  employed  in  any  office,  civU  or  mill* 
Hry,  after  a  faot  of  so  heiuoos  a  nature 
igstflst  the  coQStitotion  being  fully  proved. 
I  am  confident  our  ancestors,  instead  of 
|ifing  such  a  man  an  enoraoous  pension, 
MDoid  have  inflicted  die  ptudshmmt  he 
iieierved,  which  I  thhik  should  have  been 
at  sddress  to  the  crown,  that  he  might 
never  more  have  been  employed  in  the 
nticeofthepuldtc. 

1  know  there  are  many  men  high  in 
temtr  who  are  for  abridging  the  liberties 
of  the  people  in  the  colonies.  My  sjrs- 
tem,  on  the  contrary,  is  fi>r  prteervmg 
tern  sacred  and  inviolate,  according  to 
tMr  leveral  andent  institutions,  the  va* 
lietf  of  which  forms  the  harmony  and 
Iwuity  of  the  whole.  There  is  no  middle 
iotthation»  as  in  this  country,  to  bahince 
htween  die  people  and  the  crown :  the 
SMdUies  are  their  only  barrier;  they 
ttft,  therefore,  the  favourite  institution  of 
^people;  to  them  they  look  for  pro- 
lettion  against  the  exactions,  oppressious, 
u>d  (]aortions  of  governors,  and  are,  on 
|te  sccount,  cautious  and  jealous  of  an  v 
i&Mngemeot  that  shidl  diminnh  their 
pcNrer*  The  hon.  gentleman  who  seconded 
^it  Address  has  been  long  employed  as 
stt  Majesty's  representative  in  the  colo- 
^iet|  first  in  Carolina,  and  lastly  in 
^Huoea;  evenr  thing  he  ofiers  to  this 
Howe  must  derive  great  weight  from 
^hcse  drtttmstances ;  his  abilities  are  un- 
y*pxted«  I  have  not  the  honour  of  know- 
H  him ;  bat  I  have  beard  his  talents  uni- 
**itily  acknowledged.    Having  been  on 
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the  spot  in  some  places,  it  must  give  him 
many  additional  advantages,  for  I  main- 
tain it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who  has 
not  seen' with  his  own  eyes,  and  heard 
with  his  own  ears,  to  know  equally  well 
the  maimers,  customs,  dispositions,  and^ 
other  circumstances  necessary  to  form  a 
true  jiidgment  on  the  present  contest  with 
the  colonies:  but  it  is  also  necessary  to 
know  some  leading  circumstances  re* 
s|>ecting  the  person  who  ofiers  his  infor- 
mation and  advice,  before  we  hastily  con- 
cur in  bis  opinion.  The  hon.  genuemaa 
ULV9f  **  it  may  appear  strange,  that  he 
who  has  grown  grey  ih  the  service  c^ 
Ametka,. should  now  appear  among  the 
first  to  propose  those  coercive  measures. 
which  by  some  are  termed  cruel  and 
harsh,''  but  this  he  excuses  from  his  hu-' 
maiMTfr :  I  say,  it  may  i^ear  strange  to 
some  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
hisfory  of  that  gentleman's  administration 
so  well  as  I,  that  he  should  take  this  for- 
ward part.  But  here  1  premise,  that  I  do 
not  enter  into  the  merit  of  the  diq)ute 
which  that  gentleman  had  with  the  as»' 
sembly  of  Jamaica,  because  it  is  beyond 
my  present  argument :  all  I  assert  is,  that 
he  nad  an  unfortunate  dispute  with  that 
body,  whii$h  lasted  two  years ;  that,  during 
this  period  they  would  do  no  business 
with  Dim,  or  raise  any  money ;  that  he 
dissolved  tlte  asseoably  more  than  once, 
and  still  a  great  majority  were  found 
agaiost  his  measures ;  that  he  was  at  last 
recalled,  and  a  successor  appointed,  who 
canoellod  his  proceedings,  upon  one  of 
the  most  unfortunate  representations  that 
ever  attended  any  man  on  leaving  his  go^ 
veMment :  I  am,  therefore,  not  surprized . 
^at  the  hon.  gentleman  should  be  inimi* 
cable  to  American  assemblies,  or  that  he 
should  be  ready  to  join  with  those  who 
have  found  out  a  shorter  way  of  govern- 
ing them,  than  by  Uie  general  sense  of  the 
people,  seeing  they  are  so  troublesome, 
on  many  occasions,  to  the  repose  of  a  go- 
vernor. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  given  us  som^ 
account  of  th6  debilitated  state  of  men  hi 
the  other  provitices  be  had  the  honour  to 
command,  and  hinted  at  means  for  stib- 
duing  their  spirit,  in  a  manner  which  in- 
clines me  to  believe  he  has  not  left  many 
more  friends  behind  in  that  colony  than  in 
Jamaica.  Administration  has  been  so 
much  misled  by  those  partial  and  illiberal 
accounts  ^  men  in  the  gross,  that  1  dare 
say  they  will  be  cautious  how  Ihey  trust 
to  such  intelligence  again.    NeHber  my 


747J 


16  GEORGE  UL 


or  observation  giro  me  lottve  to 
think  the  people  in  Carolina  will  be  be- 
hind any  or  the  coloniety  in  sapportin^  and 
defending  rights  which  are  so  essential  to 
securing  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them 
as  British  subjects.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  occasion  to  lead  them  to  war  on  a 
certain  occasipn ;  I  wish  he  would  t^  the 
House  how  they  behaved.  If  southern 
climate  has  such  strange  effects  in  ener- 
vating the  human  frame»  give  me  leave  to 
hope  at  least  that  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
escaped  this  contagion.  The  other  scheme 
he  alludes  to,  of  calling  forth  the  slaves,  is 
too  black  and  horrid  to  be  adopted ;  nei* 
ther  would  it  answer,  if  administration 
were  wicked  enough  to  make  the  attempt : 
the  state  of  slavery  cuts  off  all  the  great 
magnanimous  inventive  powers  or  the 
human  mind,  but  il  rather  strengthens 
fidelity  and  attachment ;  the  Roman  his- 
tory fully  confirms  this :  amidst  the  multi- 
plied treachery  of  friends  and  relations, 
amidst  the  greatest  temptations,  during 
the  corruptions  of  that  government,  the 
dave  was  seldom  or  ever  unfiiithful  to  his 
master.  The  principle  lies  in  human  na- 
ture. Where  mankind  are  deprived  c£ 
the  means  of  getting  subsbtenoe,  where 
they  are  accustomed  to  look'  up  to  ano- 
ther for  food,  raiment  and  protection,, 
they  insensibly  forget  the  original  injury 
thej  sustained,  and  become  attached  to 
tfaeir  master*  In  general,  I  must  also  ob- 
serve, that  masters  are  kind  to  their  slaves. 
It  is  not  he  who  uses  the  scouige  and  the 
whip,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  men*, 
tinned,  that  is  the  first  to  put  the  musket 
on  his  shoulders  in  such  glorious  contests 
as  these.  It  is  not  he  too  tortures  and 
frets  his  fellow  creatures ;  but  he  who  fec^ 
that  universal  benevolence  which  extends 
his  affisctions  to  dl  men  in  their  several 
stations ;  who  feels  the  spirit  of  equality, 
who  knows  the  principles  of  liberty,  who 
undentands  the  consequence  of  those 
fights,  without  which  we  are  always  worse 
men  and  worse  subjects,  and  who  is  will- 
ing, for  the  benefit  of  cluldren  yet  unborn, 
to  seal  the  truth  of  his  doctrine  with  his 
blood.  It  is  not  to  men  of  this  temper 
that  slaves  will  prove  unfiiithful.  I  shall 
rather  expect  to  see  them  flock  round  his 
standard,  though  I  admit  the  experiment 
is  too  dangerous  on  either  side.  I  say 
af;am,  the  whole  of  our  blunders,  oppres- 
sons  and  mistakes  in  these  unfortunate 
disputes,  have  arisen  from  ignorance  in 
the  first  principles  of  government ;  gross, 
ignorance  in  the  several  comtitntioDS  of' 


Debate  m  ike  Camnume  [7tt 

the  colonies ;  ignoraoee  in  the  power  «e 
cooM  apply  to  sobdue  them,  and  nil 
greater  ignorance  of  the  end  to  be  ob- 
tained ■  by  such  an  attempt.    To  cidi 
of  those  I  will  severally^  spieak.    I  «y  it 
demonstrates  a  perfiset  ignoianoe  of  the 
history  of  civil  sode^,  to  assert^  which  ii 
the  cultivating   argument  -used  in  dsi 
House,  for  brmdng  down  all  the  bsirim 
of  liberty   in  America)    that  two  inde- 
pendent legidatures  cannot  exist  in  the 
same  community,  and  therelbre  we  aiets 
destroy  the  iriiole  fidmc  of  those  goiem' 
ments  which  have  aubaisled  for  so  wuj 
jenn.     Mankind  are  constantly  qttoliD|| 
some  trite  maxim,  and  appealing  to  dicff 
limited  dieory  in  polilios,  while  theJr^ 
ject  fstahlishpd  fifcts.    I  aaj,  a  liee  g^ 
vemment  necessarily  involires  many  dsili- 
ing  jurisdictions^  if  pushed  to  theextrenei 
I  maintain  this   speties    of  gofenuDest  i 
must  ever  depend  mme  on  the  spirit  tf  * 
freedom  that  first  established  it,  thsaoa 
all  the  pardnnent  ycni  can  cover  wilk- 
words.    I   aver   that  in  the  most  adfie-^ 
triumphant   common-wealth  which  evet-^ 
appeared  on  the  stase  of  the  world, 
distinct  legislative  au&orities  didadaallf 
exist:  the  eamitia  iributa  and  the  comitk 
ceniuriata.    The   whole   govemmsot  d 
Athens  would  appear   aa    containiag 
many  ridiculous  paiadoxea  to  those  win 
politicians.    The  actual   state  of  Hoi* 
land,  where  every  town  is  a  distinct  fo- 
vemment  withm  itself.    The  delibeiatioBi 
of  the  states  general,  where  no  mooejr  cat 
be  raised  unlen  the  whcde  are  uBOTimoiMi 
No  new  kws  made  or  any  old  rcpedri 
against   one  dissenting  voice ;  all  theie 
would    appear  impossible  to  -  sodi  p^ 
liticianswho  are  ever  supposing  msskad 
readv  to  destroy  themselves :  neverthdea 
the  nets  are  equally  certain*    If  the  M 
parts  of  our  constitution  were  to  be  ststol' 
to  a  foreigner ;  the  trial  by  joiy,  wfacw 
twelve  men  must  be  unanunous  in  dior 
opinion,  in  causes  the  most  intrksteml' 
nice,  where  even  the  ablest  counsel  difv 
in  opinion,  he  would  be  led  to  imsgiBt 
justice  might  stand  still ;  yet  we  aU  oat 
nothing  proves  so  easy  in  the  exeostioBi 
The  danoer  of  pushing  thiiupi  toeztrenob 
makes  the   goml   sense  of  men  ptefA 
while  the  power  of  resisting  in  everf  isdi* 
vidul  juryman,  prevents  prejudice  and  is> 
justice  from  trying  their  strei^th  on  bm^ 
ters  that  are  not  tenaUe.    Thespriogitf 
a  free  government  are   not   dnioai  to 
every  imderstanding,  while  the  mesaat  j 
foot  soldier  knows  fu  the  poimsof  dsfo* 
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tisiii.  Here  the  sapremacy  of  the  magb- 
tnte  nhres  erery  question.     lo  the  same 
mamier  tlie  adranti^ea  deriYedfrom  Ame- 
iici,  in  the  circle  ofGominercey  are  not  so 
endsDt  to  a  vnlgar  understandings  as  so 
nsch  palpable  cash  paid  into  the  exche« 
fier.   For  this  reason  I  am  read j  to  for- 
give those  who  difer  with  nie  in  opinion, 
£oocenifflg  this   American   contest.    It 
demsads  a  process  of  reasoning  to  which 
cooimon  undersUmdioffS  are  not  generally 
iocoitomed.    I  should  not  be  surnrized  if 
Uf  the  people  m  Endand  shoula  at  first 
JQiBSgaiiist  the  Americans;  national  ^yre^ 
^jidioe^pride»  fidse  glory,  ttid  false  arith* 
aetic,  all  contribute  to  deceive  them ;  but 
tiuttaay  man  assuming  the  character  of  a 
HiteBman,  should  proceed  in  this  mad  ca* 
mr,  to  d^roy  in  a  few  years  that  beautiful 
fitem  of  empire  our  ancestors  haTe  been 
ittbg  with  BO  mudi  pains  and  glory ;  first 
asder  the  false  pretence  of  raising  a  reve- 
lioe^  sod  next  imder  a  more  fiedse  pretence 
Hilt  America  wishes  to  throw  off  her  just 
dependence  on  Great  Britain.     This,  I 
loiiftii,  does  surprize  me.    For  this  rea- 
aaamy  indignation  chiefly  rises  agamst  tfaue 
iihblord  on  the  floor;  I  am  willing  to 

E:  all  his  colleagues  and  most  of  his 
en,  e? en  if  i&j  had  not  the  inter- 
pled  motives  of  {daoss  and  pensions  to 
Ml  their  judcn&ent;  but  that  the  noble 
M,  who  yeany  considers  the  riches  that 
Me  mto  the  puUic  treasury,  who  knowa 
pdcso  tnce  all  the  drcmtous  channds 
kfwhich  riches  flow  into  this  country, 
lit  he  should  place  no  more  to  the  credit 
p  America  thim  the  paltry  sum  collected 
p  hii  iaBJgnificantxommissioners,  and  en- 
pvoor  to  mislead,  others  by  such  asser- 
T3u8»  indeed,  is  bevond  belief, 
the  noble  lord  k  pleasea  to  take  the 
tide  €£  the  argument,  what  dwm- 
of  wealth  does  he  sometimes  pour 
ia  the  most  copious  flow  of  eloquence. 
II  he  simports  this  rusged  coercive 
^■taDyhowhe  labours  and  flags  notlmig 
m  sounding  words  and  unmeaning 
pntes.^  The  dignity  of  parliament  I  now 
Uqr  this  is  the  best  supported  by  huma- 
nr  and  justice,  and  mamtaining  the  iree- 
Mn  of  the  subject.  The  supremacy  of 
K  legiihtive  authority  of  Great^Britam  I 
» I  call  unintelligible  jargon ;  instead  of 
iBBiog  the  difierent  priv&ges  belongmg 
^the  varioua  parts  c£ the  enmire  into  one 
■■nion  mass  of  power,  gentlemen  should 
*Mer  that  the  very  first  principles  of 
f^  pyvemment  in  this  wide^«xtended 
"UBMi  consist  in  sub*dividing  the  em- 


pre  into  many  parts,  and  giving  to  each 
individual  an  immediate  interest,  that  the 
community  to  which  be  belongs  should  be 
well  regulated.    This  is  the  pnnciple  upon 
which  our  ancestors  established  those  dif- 
ferent colonies  or  communities ;  this  is  the 
pinciple  on  which  they  have  flourished  so 
long  and  so  prosperously ;  this  is  the  prin- 
cipfe  on  which  sir  one  they  can  be  well  go- 
verned at  such  a  distance  from  the  seat  of 
the  empire.    Yet  we  are  breaking  through 
all  those  sacred  maxims  of  our  forefathers^ 
and  giving  the  alarm  to  every  wise  man  oa 
the  contment  of  America,   that  all  hie 
righta  depend '  on  the  wiU  of  men  whose 
corruptions  are  notorious,  who  regard  him 
as  an  enemy,  and  who  have  no  interest  in 
his  prosperity,  and  feel  no  controul  firom 
him  as  a  omstituent.    The  most  learned 
writer  on  government  has  defined  civil  and 
political  bberty  to  consist  in  a  perfect  se- 
curity as  to  a  man's  rights ;  after  the  acta 
of  parliament  t)f  last  year,  can  any  man  on 
the  great  continent  of  America  say  that 
he  feels  that  security  ?  Could  any  thing  less 
than  a  dread  of  losing  everv  essential  privi- 
lege, have  united  a  people  so  divided  in 
customs,  manners,  chmate,  and  communis 
cations  ?  Could  any  thing  less  than  an  en- ' 
tire  want  of  policy,  a  species  of  political 
phrenzy  here,  have  produced  this  wonder- 
ful effiBct  i  You  blame  the  Americans,  but 
do  not  consider  the  next  step  which  your 
conduct  necessarily  drives  them  to.    You 
assert  they  aim  at  independence ;  I  assert 
they  wish  for  nothing  more  than  a  consti- 
tutional dependence  on  Great-Britain,  ac- 
cording as  they  have  subsisted  firom  their 
first  establishments,  and  accordina  as  Ire- 
land depends  on  the  British  legislature  at 
this  moment    Can  any  man  who  knows 
the  power  of  the  crown  in  the  legislative 
and  executive  parts  <X  our   colony  go- 
vernment, who  understands  the  force  of  Uie 
several  Acts  of  Navigation,  who  knows 
the  incitements  and  attachments  by  the 
education  of  youth  in  this  country,  who 
knows  what  would  be  the  effects  of  mixing 
the  colonists  in  our  fleets  and  armies,  ana 
every  other   office   in   our  government; 
who  considers  the  ^fects  of  appeals  in  the 
last  resort  to  his  Maiesty  hi  coundl;  who 
knows  the  power  of  his  Majetfty  in  annull- 
ing laws  made' in  the  colonies  withiQ  three 
years;  who  perceives  the  advantages  that 
every  part  or  the  empire  derives  troio  the 
prosperity  of  the  otner ;  who  is  there,  I 
say,  capable  of  digesting  those  thoughts* 
and  can  entertam  the  ignoble  jealoorijM 
daily  expressed  against  the  Americans,  or 
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armies  gave  law^  and  your  fleeU  rode  tri- 
umphant on  every  coast.  Shall  we  be 
told,  then,  that  this  people,  whose  great- 
Bess  is  the  work  of  our  hands,  and  whose 
insolence  arises  from  our  divisions,  who 
have  mistaken  the  lenitv  of  this  country 
for  its  weakness,  and  the  reluctance  to 
punish,  for  a  want  of  power  to  vindicate 
the  violated  rights  of  British  subjects; 
shall  we  be  tmd  that  such  a  people  can 
resist  the  powerftd  efforts  of  this  nation  ? 

The  steps  hitherto  taken  by  parliament 
have  been  marked  bv  forbearance  and 
moderation ;  for  though  it  was  well  known 
that  parts  of  America  had  been  labouring 
to  throw  off  the  authority  of  this  country, 
yet  so  unwilline  was  parliament  to  exert 
Its  arms,  that  during  the  last  session  it 
continued  to  proceed  by  the  coercion  of 
oivil  power,  trusting  ^at  the  infatuation 
of  the  Americans  would  at  last  cease,  and 
the  sword  might  remain  peaceful  within 
its  6cabbard :  but  the  Americans  reasoned 
differently;  they  took  advantage  of  our 
inclination  to  peace  to  prepare  Uiemselves 
for  war,  and  thouffh  it  was  contended  at 
our  last  meeting  tnat  New  England  was 
not  then  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  it  cmnot 
now  be  contended  that  America  is  not  in 
a  state  of  war*  From  the  very  beginning 
of  this  quarrel  the  point  in  dispute  be- 
tween us  has  been  perpetually  fluctuating, 
and  whatever  the  original  contest  might 
be,  it  is  now  lost  in  a  contest  for  inde- 
pendence and  empire.  That  the  Ame- 
ricans have  been  long  contending  for  in- 
dependence, I  believe  I  am  not  the  only 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  is  firmly 
persuaded ;  but  now  they  hold  a  higher 
tone;  presuming  on  a  supposed  invmci-^ 
bility  of  strengm,  they  speak  a  clearer 
language. 

The  congress,  in  their  observations  on 
the  conciliatory  plan  offisred  by  parliament 
last  year,  triumphantly  demand  **  what 
right  Britain  has  to  interfere  with  her  go- 
'vernment,  since  she  does  not  interfere 
with  that  of  Britain?''  Is  not  this  the 
language  of  an  independent  state  ?  It  is  a 
language  that  might  well  become  France 
and  Spain,  but  which  cannot  be  recon« 
eiled  to  any  idea  of  obedience  from  a  co> 
lony  to  a  mother  country.  In  the  private 
intercepted  correspondence  of  their  lead* 
ers,  we  find  them  boasting  *^  of  their  la- 
bours in  modelling  a  new  government; 
raising,  dothiog  and  subsisting  a  large 
army,  creating  a  marine,  and  founding  an 
extensive  empire :''  but  their  actions  still 
more  loudly  declare  their  intentions  ttum 


their  professions;  they  have  raised  u 
army,  they  are  creating  a  marine,  and  the 
continental  congress,  under  the  assomed 
power  of  its  dm  self-created  asBcmblj, 
have  issued  bills  on  continental  credit; 
they  have  made  war  toe,  in  all  its  foram 
on  the  people  of  whom  they  would  wuh 
to  be  independent. 

The  question  is  now,  therefore,  r^ 
ducedinto  a  very  short  compass:  do  gen- 
tlemen chuse  to  acquiesce  in  the  inde* 
pendente  of  America,  or  to  enforce  their 
submission  to  this  country  by  vigoroui 
measures  ?  We  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  not 
only  of  the  difficulties  of  such  an  enter- 
prize,  but  of  the  few  advantages  we  can 
draw  from  a  country  reduced  by  the  o- 
lamities  of  war :  but  this  argument  bu 
little  weight  with  any  one  who  coooders, 
that  the  same  force  which  b  sufficient  to 
subdue  the  disobedient  spirit  of  AmericB, 
is  also  sufficient  and  will  be  exerted  to 
repair  her  losses,  and  alleviate  hercili- 
mities.  How  soon  were  the  mischieft  of 
the  last  war  repaired !  how  soon  wai  com- 
merce restored,  and  industrv  reaoimattd 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  i  But  admitting 
this  ailment  in  its  full  force,  admittinff 
that  America  is  regained,  weakened  and 
exhausted  by  the  unnatural  straggle; 
compare  this  situation  with  that  of  Ame- 
rican independence ;  compare  it  with  the 
perpetual  loss  of  those  exclusive  adTto* 
tages  you  have  hitherto  enjoyed  m  her 
trade;  consider  too,  that  the  momeot 
America  is  independent,  she  becomeo  the 
arbiter  of  your  West-Indian  trade,  and  t 
dangerous  rival  in  many  of  the  other 
branches  of  British  commerce;  from  tbit 
moment  the  North  American  merchant 
becomes  the  rival  of  the  British  merdsmt 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africi, 
whilst  the  European,  the  Asiatic  vi 
African  merchant,  will  be  received  u  &- 
vourably  as  the  British  through  the  whoift 
American  continent :  and  I  must  msiB' 
tain,  that  it  would  have  been  better  (or 
this  country  that  Amerlica  had  ne?er  bees 
known,  than  that  a  great  consolidited 
American  empire  should  exiot  indepes* 
dent  of  Britain. 

Would  gentlemen,  not  mutually  ie- 
proaching  each  other  for  what  has  or  h» 
not  been  done,  without  passion  and  widi- 
out  prejudice,  consider  what  the  exigency 
of  affidrs  requires  now  to  be  done,  ihef 
wiU  perceive,  whatever  its  origin  foi^ 
be,  to  such  a  height  is  this  dispute  not 
that  no  measures  can  be  proposed  that  the 
Americans;  cmdident  in  toeir  own  strength, 
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peeled  firom  it*    II  may  ruin  their  foreign 
tittde;  it  may  destroy  some  of  their  towns 
(Uioagh  that  is  doubtful)  but  the  lying  in 
their  riyers,  as  some  suppose,  without  a 
superior  military  force  to  protect  them  on 
shore;  I  say  as  a  sea  officer,  if  the  war  is 
thorooghly  kindled,  the  thing  is  irapossi- 
Uew    We  are  apt  to  judge  from  what  hap- 
pened at  Quebec    where    the    Frencn, 
Be?er  remarkable  for   naval  enterprise, 
tlHKigh  naturally  brave,  quitted  their  fire 
nil,  and  left  it  to  the  chance  of  the  stream, 
srtobe  towed  off  by  boats;  but  this  I 
maintaio,  that  any  fleet  lying  in  a  river 
vhere  they  cannot  command  the  shore, 
that  such  fleet  is  liable  to  be  burnt  if  the 
people  are  willing  in  that  enterprise  to  run 
iie  flame  risk  of  life  and  danger  to  which 
the  crew  of  the  ships  are  exposed,  I  mean 
\ij  sticking  by  the  fire  vessel,  whatever 
Be  may  be,  till  with  wind  and  stream  they 
liy  the  enemy  athwart  hause ;  and  who 
ein  doubt  that  the  people  in  America  are 
sspsUe  of  such  exertions  of  courage  when 
%e  lee  them  refuse  quarter,  when  we  find 
ihem  devoting  themselves  to  death  with 
Mdi  enthusiasm  ?     Another  circumstance 
Mipecting  ships  is  not  generally  known. 
The  wonders  they  have  hitherto  perform* 
ii  has  been  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  en* 
gioeers  in  placing  their  batteries ;  but  1 
■n  sfraid  the  secret  is  now  out  as  to  their 
9over  against  the  shore,  without  a  military 
nice  to  assist  them ;  a  single  gun  in  a  re- 
tired situation,  or  on  an  eminence,  or  a 
ibgle  howitzer,  will  dislodge  a  first  rate 
IMA  of  war,  and  may  bum  her,  to  add  to 
the  disgrace.    I  speak  this  publicly,*  that 
you  may  not  expect  more  from  the  sea 
Mryice   than  it  is  capable  to  perform! 
Ruin  their  trade  you  certainly  may,  but 
tt  an  expence  as  ruinous  to  this  country. 
Has  any  of  the  ministry  considered  the 
ioinense  expenoe  of  such  naval  armaments 
OD  the  coast  of  America,  in  transports  and 
iliipB  of  war?    Have  we  calculated  the 
diance  of  destruction    by  those    horrid 
streams  of  wind  peculiar  to   that  coast, 
that  lometimee  sweep  all  before  them  ? 
Where  are  the  resources  on  which  this 
fMntry  can  depend  in  case  our  empire  in 
Aanerica  is  lost  ?   I  do  not  say  you  will 
fcel  the  disadvantage  immediately,  I  know 
the  various  channels  to  which  commerce 
nd industry  may  divert  their  streams;  1 
tti  also  certain  that  the  wants  of  America 
ttnist  be  supplied  in  some  way  or  other 
with  cerUin  goods  from  Great  Britain ;  I 
nirther  know,  that  a  nation  can  only  trade 
to  the  extent  of  its  capital,  and  in  case 
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one  vent  is  cut  off,  it  will  .probably  find 
another,  while  its  manufactures  are  cheaper 
and  better  than  those  of  other  nations.    I 
believe  such   to  be  the  case  with  many 
branches  of  our  manufacture  at  present, 
but  is  it  possible  it  can  long  continued 
Must  not  the  same  laws  of  nature  follow 
this  commercial  country  that  has  affected 
Venice  and  Genoa,  the  Hans  Towns,  and 
other   commercial  states?    The  acquire- 
ment of  wealth  must  produce  dearness  in 
living ;  dearness  of  kving  must  produce 
dearness   of  labour ;  dearness  of  labour 
must  produce  dearness  of  manufactures ; 
dearness  of  manufactures  must  conduct 
trade  to  some  place  where  cheapness  of 
living  will  give  the  preference  in  the  mar- 
kets.   Thus  the  circle  of  commerce  has 
hitherto  run :  but  the  settlement  of  North 
America    under    the    old  establishment^ 
seemed  to  defy  the  powers  of  those  fleet- 
ing principles.     America  was  bound  to 
take  your  manufactures  only  to  whatever 
price  they  might  rise ;  you  were  bound  to 
take  most  of  her  raw  materials  and  to  ^give 
her  commerce  protection ;  a  complete  sys- 
tem in  the  exchange  of  all  commodities 
was  established  withm  your  own  dominion^ 
which  might  last  beyond  the  views  of  hu- 
man  calculation,  if  properly  conducted. 
This  is  the  ^reat  purpose  to  which  I  look 
up  to  America  as  a  naval  and  as^  a  com- 
mercial power ;  how  often  have  I  indulged 
myself  in  these  thoughts,  unable  to  see  the 
end  of  our  glory  from  the  same  causes 
which  have  destroyed  other  states,  little 
dreaming    that    one    infatuated  minister 
could  tempt,  seduce,  and  persuade  a  whole 
nation  to  cut  the  strings  of  such  harmony. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  opened  the  de- 
bate, has  remarked  how  we  recovered  from 
the  interruptions  of  our  commerce  during 
the  last  war.    The  hon.  gentleman  forgets 
that  we  had  the  free  and  interrupted  re* 
sources  of  America  during  the  last  war ; 
that  in  seizing  the  ships  of  our  enemies 
we  added  to  the  national  wealth  and  in- 
creitted  our  own  commerce ;  the  progress 
was  double,  here  it  runs  in  an  inverse  pro- 
portion, no  man  knows  the  final  effects  as 
yet;  like  the  bursting  of  a  burning  moun- 
tain, it  is  sport  and  play  to  the  distant  . 
spectators  wno  think  tnemselves  safe,  but 
the  eruptioti  may  spread  to  cover  this  city 
in  ruin. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  conse- 
quence of  all  those  measures,  supposing 
we  should  succeed.  If  national  strength 
is  to  be  calculated  from  the  fitness  of 
every  part  to  preserve  and  improve  'tht 
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annies  gave  lav,  and  your  fleets  rode  tri- 
umphaDt  OD  every  coast.  Shall  we  be 
told,  then,  that  this  people,  whose  great- 
ness is  the  work  of  our  hands,  and  whose 
insolence  arises  from  our  divisions,  who 
have  mistaken  the  lenity  of  this  country 
for  its  weakness,  and  the  reluctance  to 
punish,  for  a  want  of  power  to  vindicate 
the  violated  rights  of  British  subjects; 
shall  we  be  Md  that  such  a  people  can 
resist  the  powerftd  efforts  of  this  nation  ? 

The  steps  hitherto  taken  by  parliament 
have  been  marked  by  forbearance  and 
moderation ;  for  though  it  was  well  known 
diat  parts  of  America  had  been  labouring 
to  throw  off  the  authority  of  this  country, 
yet  so  unwilling  was  parliament  to  exert 
Its  arms,  that  during  the  last  session  it 
continued  to  proceed  by  the  coercion  of 
oivil  power,  trusting  that  the  infatuation 
of  the  Americans  would  at  last  cease,  and 
the  sword  might  remain  peaceful  within 
its  6cabbard :  but  the  Americans  reasoned 
differently ;  they  took  advantage  of  our 
inclination  to  peace  to  prepare  themselves 
for  war,  and  though  it  was  contended  at 
our  last  meeting  that  New  England  was 
not  then  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  it  cmnot 
now  be  contended  that  America  is  not  in 
a  state  of  war.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  this  quarrel  the  point  in  dispute  be- 
tween us  has  been  perpetually  fluctuating, 
and  whatever  the  original  contest  might 
be,  it  is  now  lost  in  a  contest  for  inde- 
pendence and  empire.  That  the  Ame- 
ricans have  been  long  contending  for  in- 
dependence, I  believe  1  am  not  the  only 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  is  firmly 
persuaded;  but  now  they  hold  a  higher 
tone;  presuming  on  a  supposed  invmci- 
bility  of  strength,  they  speak  a  clearer 
language. 

The  congress,  in  their  observations  on 
the  conciliatory  plan  offered  by  parliament 
last  year,  triumphantly  demand  **  what 
right  Britain  has  to  interfere  with  her  go- 
vernment, since  she  does  not  interfere 
with  that  of  Britain?''  Is  not  this  the 
language  of  an  independent  state  i  It  is  a 
language  that  might  well  become  France 
and  Spain,  but  which  cannot  be  recon- 
ciled to  any  idea  of  obedience  from  a  co> 
lony  to  a  mother  country.  In  the  private 
intercepted  correspondence  of  their  lead- 
ers, we  find  them  boasting  *'  of  their  la- 
bours in  modelling  a  new  government; 
raising,  clothing  and  subsisting  a  large 
army,  creating  a  marine,  and  founding  an 
extensive  empire :"  but  their  actions  still 
more  loudly  declare  their  intenlions  than 


their  professions;  they  have  raised  as 
army,  they  are  creating  a  marine,  and  the 
continental  congress,  under  the  assomed 
power  of  its  otrn  self-created  assemblj, 
have  issued  bills  on  continental  credit; 
they  have  made  war  toe,  in  all  its  fixm, 
on  the  people  of  whom  they  would  wA 
to  be  independent* 

The  question  is  now,  therefore,  re- 
duced into  a  very  short  compass:  do  gen- 
tlemen chuse  to  acquiesce  in  the  isde* 
penden<^  of  America,  or  to  enforce  their 
submission  to  this  country  by  rigorooft 
measures  ?  We  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  not 
only  of  the  difficulties  of  such  an  enter- 
prize,  but  of  the  few  advantages  we  can 
draw  from  a  country  reduced  by  the  ca- 
lamities of  war :  but  this  argument  faai 
little  weight  with  any  one  who  coDiiden, 
that  the  same  force  which  is  sufficieot  lo 
subdue  the  disobedient  spirit  of  America, 
is  also  sufficient  and  will  be  exerted  to 
repair  her  losses,  and  alleviate  her  cala- 
mities. How  soon  were  the  mischieft  of 
the  last  war  repaired !  how  soon  was  com- 
merce restored,  and  industnr  reanimated 
in  all  parts  of  the  world !  out  adroittiDf 
this  argument  in  its  full  force,  admitlinff 
that  America  is  regained,  weakened  and 
exhausted  by  the  unnatural  struggle; 
compare  this  situation  with  that  of  Am^ 
rican  independence ;  compare  it  with  the 
perpetual  loss  of  those  exclusive  adtao- 
tages  you  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  htf  ^ 
trade;  consider  too,  that  the  momeot 
America  is  independent,  she  becomea  the 
arbiter  of  your  West-Indian  trade,  and  a 
dangerous  rival  in  many  of  the  other 
branches  of  British  commerce ;  from  that 
moment  the  North  American  merchant 
becomes  the  rival  of  the  British  merchant 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa, 
whilst  the  European,  the  Asistic  and 
African  merchant,  will  be  received  u  ^ 
vourably  as  the  British  through  the  whole 
American  continent :  and  I  must  maia- 
tain,  that  it  would  have  been  better  lor 
this  country  that  America  had  never  heea 
known,  than  that  a  great  consolidated 
American  empire  should  exist  iDdepeB" 
dent  of  Britain. 

Would  gentlemen,  not  mutually  f^ 
proaching  each  other  for  what  has  or  htf 
not  been  done,  without  passion  snd  with- 
out prejudice,  consider  what  the  ex^encf 
of  affidrs  requires  now  to  be  done,  ^ 
wiD  perceive,  whatever  its  origin  mig» 
be>  to  such  a  height  is  this  dispute  "D, 
that  no  measures  can  be  proposed  that  the 
Americans,  cmdident  in  toeir  own  atreDgtD> 
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would  Bovr  accept  that  would  not  tenni- 
nate  in  real  though  perhaps  not  in  nominal 
Independence;  as  theretore  there  is  no 
medium  left  between  their  flubmission  and 
their  indepeDdence,  those  who  think  it 
for  thp  aanuDtage  of  this  country  that 
America  should  be  reduced  to  a  due  sub- 
mission to  its  legislature,  will  of  course 
Hrengthen  the-  hands  of  the  executive 
;  power  for  that  constitutional  purpose; 
I  diose,  if  there  are  any  such,  who  wish  to 
I  lee  America  independent,  may  live  to 
lament  the  consequences  of  their  mis- 
judged partiality  to  diat  country,  fatal  to 
the  interests  of  this,  which  ought  to  be, 
and  I  trust  will  be,  the  first  and  dearest 
object  to  the  representatives  of  British 
freeholders.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved  an  Address. 

Governor  Lyttelton^  seconded  the  mo- 
tion.  He  expatiated  on  the  necessity  of 
•treo^thening  the  hands  of  government,  if 
coercive  measures  were  intended  to  be 
pursued.    He   compared  America   to  a 
dttin,   the   upper   part   of  which   was 
itrong,  and  the  lower  weak ;  he  explained 
\  tius,  by  saying,  the  northern  colonies,  or 
Opper  part  of  the  chain,  were  strong,  po- 
JKuous,  and  of  course  able  to  make  re- 
instance;  the  southern  colonies,  or  lower 
;prt,  were  weak^  on  account  of  flie  num- 
ber of  negroes  in  them.    He  intimated,  if 
'A  few  regiments  were  sent  there,    tlie 
s^roes  would   rise,   and   eipbrue   their 
Mds  in  the  blood  of  Uieir  masters.    He 
*tt  against  any  conciliatory  offers  being 
^Mie ;  said  this  was  the  most  proper  time 
iio speak  out;  and  thought,  at  all  events, 
jibe  honour  of  the  nation  required  coer- 
ce measures ;  that  the  colonies  ought  to 
be  conquered,  and  then  to  have  mercy 
^^ettn  them ;    concluding,    from   Virgil, 
*^  ^parcere  subjeclis  et  debellare  super* 

Lord  John  CaH>endUh  moved  an  Amend- 
>^t  b  the  same  words,  as  the  Amend- 
■KQt  moved  in  the  Lords  by  the  marquis 
«  Rockingham. 

^^ James  Lofwiher  seconded  this  mo- 
rn. ^  He  strongly  urged  the  great  im- 
F^^nely  and  danger  of  vesting  the  im- 
P^t  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  andMinor- 
tt  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  He  con- 
^«nned  the  Address  throughout ;  attack- 
W  the  whole  system  of  colony  govem- 
iiOkt,  and  the  measures  arising  from  it; 
wwith  peculiar  energy,  urged  the  in* 
tefeit  he  nad  in  the  event  of  those  mea- 
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sural,  the  stake  he  had  '  ><Jose»  and  the 
motives  which  might  consequently  be  sup- 
posed to  influence  his  conduct. 

The  Lord  Mayor, Mr.  ;f^t2/b#,  said:  Sir^ 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  seconded  the  Address,  that  every  man 
ought  now  to  speak  out ;  and  in  a  mo> 
ment  so  important  as  the  present  to  the 
whole  empire,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  the 
dignity  and  duty  ofparliament  to  lose  itself 
in  such  a  fulsome,  adulatory  Address  to 
the  throne  as  that  now  proposed.  W« 
ought  rather.  Sir,  to  approach  our  sove- 
reiffn  with  sound  and  wholesome  advice, 
ana  even  with  remonstrances  against  th# 
conduct  of  his  ministers,  who  have  preci- 
pitated the  nation  into  an  unjust,  rumous, 
felonious,  and  murderous  war.  I  cdl  the 
war  with  our  brethren  in  America  an  un- 
just, felonious  war,  because  the  primary 
cause  and  confessed  origin  of  it  is,  to  at* 
tempt  to  take  their  money  from  them  with- 
out their  consent,  contrary  to  the  common 
rights  of  all  mankind,  and  those  great  fun« 
damental  prmciples  of  the  English  consti* 
tution,  for  which  Hampden  bled.  I  as- 
sert. Sir,  that  it  is  in  consequence  a  mur- 
derous war,  because  it  is  an  effort  to  de- 
I  prive  men  of  their  lives  for  standing  up  in 
the  just  cause  of  the  defence  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  their  dear  rights.  It  becomes 
no  less  a  murderous  war,  with  respect  t<f 
many  of  our  fellow  subjects  of  this  island ; 
for  every  man,  either  of  the  navy  or  army, 
who  has  been  sent  byjgovemment  to  Ame- 
rica, and  fallen  a  victun  in  this  unnatural 
and  unjust  contest,  has,  in  my  opinion, 
been  murdered  by  administration,  and  his 
blood  lies  at  their  door.  Such  a  war,  I 
fear.  Sir,  will  draw  down  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  upon  this  devoted  kingdom* 

I  think  this  war.  Sir,  fatal  and  ruinous 
to  our  country.  It  absolutely  annihilates 
the  only  great  source  of  our  wealth,  which 
we  enjoyed  unrivalled  by  other  nations, 
and  deprives  us  of  the  fruits  of  the  labori- 
ous industry  of  near  three  millions  of  sub- 
jects, which  centered  here.  That  com- 
merce has  already  taken  its  flight,  and  our 
American  merchants  are  now  deploring 
the  consequences  of  a  wretched  policy, 
which  has  been  pursued  to  their  destruc- 
tion. It  is.  Sir,  no  less  ruinous  with  re- 
§ard  to  the  enormous  expence  of  the 
eets  and  armies  necessary  for  this  nefa- 
rious undertaking,  and  of  consequence  the 
enormous  supplies  to  be  raised,  so  that  we 
are  wasting  our  present  wealth,  while  we 
are  destroying  the  sources  of  aU  we  might 
have  in  future*    An  humane  mind  must 
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we  not  totally  ignorant  of  the  red  state  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  i  Sir,  the 
sense  of  society  at  large  is  not  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  signature  of  a  score  of  pro- 
vincial  corporations,  under  corrupt  minis- 
terial influence ;  it  la  not  to.be  ascertained 
by  the  voice  of  repletion  and  revelry,  by  a 
few  mistaken  individuals,  brought  together 
under   the    hospitable    roof  of  a    great 
baron's  castle.     Sir,  within  those  battle* 
ments  kings  are  not,  now-a-days,  made  or 
unmade;  [Alluding to  die  famous  earl  of 
Warwick,  who  alternately  deposed  Henry 
6,  and  Edward  4.]  it  is  not  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  cry  of  a  few  Tory  justices, 
ductile  magistrates,  huddled  together  by 
their  creator,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county,  to  a|>prove  of  proscriptions  and 
proclamations,  devised  in  councils  wliere 
he   himself  takes  the  lead  as  president. 
Sir,  I  will  tell  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  that  if  the  people  of  Lancaster,  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchester,  were  the  oracles  of 
British    law  and  policy^   the  electors  of 
Hanover  had  never  swayed  ^the  imperial 
sceptre  of  this  realm.    I  admire,  however, 
the  s^rited^al  and  consistency  of  the  ad- 
dressing inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Eng- 
land ,■  i  admire  their  firm  reverence  for 
the  divine  authority  of  kings,  their  defence 
of  popery,  of  arbitrary  government   dud 
sword  law.    The    same   political    tenets 
which  now  fill  the  heads  or  these  loyal  ad- 
dressers,   filled  also  the    heads  of  their 
townsmen    in    1745    and    1746«    Those 
heads,  which  being  impaled  over  Temple- 
bar  in  the  last  Whig  reign,  were  soon  aner 
the  commencement  of  the  present,  when  a 
mighty  Northern  Thane  came  into  office, 
taken  down  with  veneration,  and  are  now, 
it  is  said,  enshrined  in  a  certain  interior 
cabinet,    where   a   right   hon.  houshold 
officer  in  my  eye,  and 'others  of  the  White 
Rose  junto,  frequently  offer  upon  a  bended 
knee  their   secret    oraison    and  incense. 
Sir,  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  and  the 
right  hon.  member  who  preceded  him  have 
assured  you,  that  the  sense  of  this  country 
j  is  against  the  Americans.    I  am  confident, 
i  as  well  from  the  intelligence  I  have  been 
^  able  to '  procure  from  a  multitude  of  per- 
\  sons  wiaely  different  in   station  and  de- 
.  scripdon,  as  by  my  own  remarks  in  the 
!  progress  of  many  a  journey  through  the  in- 
j  terior  of  this  island  during  the  summer 
I  season,  that  the  sense  of  the  mass  of  the 
I  peof^e  is    in  favour  of   the  Americans. 
They  think  that  the  provocadon  given  by 
a  rash  and  insufficient  -ministry  to  the  cor 
lony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  lawless  and 
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oppressive  exactions,  enforced  by  fsniae, 
devastation,  and  slaughter,  at  leagUi  csa* 
stitutionally  justified  an  appeal  to  armi. 
A  very  learned  judge  who  now  does  ligiiil 
honour  to  the    cotf",  assures   lis,  in  bii 
excellent    book   of  CooMneniaries,  Aat 
every  freeman  is  warranted  iatheiaeof 
arms  for  defence  of  his  rightful  posscaMoss 
and  liberty?  And  that  great luminarj «f 
his  profession,  lord  chief  justice  Holl,k 
pronouncing  judgment  on  the  uieuMnable 
case  of  Tooly  and  Dekins,  says,  *<  Wtei 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  invaded,  it  iia 
provocation  to  all  the  subjects  of  Englsad.'' 
Where,  then,  will  these  grievances,  thii 
civil  war  and  carnage,  terminate  ?  I  ihal 
now  borrow  the  words  of  sir  Charles  Sei> 
ley,  in  the  last  age,  to  express  my  arts- 
nishment,  that  a  nadon  aick  at  beift,  si 
out's  4s,  should  wear  so  florid  a  counts* 
nanoe.    But,    Sir,    is    it  not  that  hedie 
bloom  which  is  firequenUy  ibund  ts  s^ 
Gcmopany  a  radical  decay  of  the  coasUlih 
tion,  or  rather  some  artificial  besiHifHr 
Bpvead  over  the  surface  of  ft  cadaverooi 
substance' for  popular  show  and  delwies? 
We  have  heretofore  found  it  expedieo^ 
when  this  kingdom  has  been  shaken  to  itt 
foundationfrom  one  extremity  to  the  othe^ 
an  it  now  actufidly  is ;  when  l9ie  origind 
compact  between  thegoveroingpowerssi 
the  subject  has  been  differendy  coostraA 
and  in  danger  of  being  totally  dissolved;  I 
say.  Sir,  that  die  Commons  in  parliaaat 
assembled,  have  found  it  expedient  tscs> 
quhre  in  the  first  place  mto  the  actosl  rtiii 
and  condidon  ox  the  nation  in  geooil: 
for  this  we  have  a  recent  precraeBt,d> 
most  within   the.  memory   of  msn,  v^ 
stricdy  spetiking  in  the  Journals  of  Ae 
parliament,  but  in  the  journals  o^ *^ 
tional  ilnd  consdtudonal  assembly,  ww 
has  done  more  good  than^all  your  psrfis- 
ments  since  the  days  of  Henry  d»  f^^ 
gether,  which  restored  and  establined  as 
a  firm  basis  the  Protestant  reUgioa,  m 
civil   liberdes  of  the  people,  end  vbn 
brought  in  the  amiable  fiunilies  of  NsM 
and  of  Brunswick,  to  maintain  thstti^ 
gion,  and  to  protecSt  ns  in  the  eDioynt' 
of  those  liberties :  I  mean,  Sir,  ths  €«^ 
vocation,  or  Congress,  in  the  ^esr  IW. 
whose  Acts  and  Resolodons  eu^*"* 
the  leaves  of  the  sybils  of  old,  to  oc  ms^ 
dmoniously   reverted  to,   at  all  *""** 
state  perplexity  and  peril :  I  tberetew^ 
sire,  tnat  the  motion  made  at  the  ^IP^^ 
of  this    congress,    commonlv  called  vt 
Convendon  Pariiament,  and  which  «» 
die  ground- work  of  die  Refoluli00i » 
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fkow  need.  The  moCioA  was  then  read, 
which  ttaada  upon  the  Jetinials  in  the  IqI- 
loiruig  mnis :  ^  That  the  Hoiise  4I0  ap- 
fwA  a  4ay  to  taSce  into  consideration  the 
state  and  condition  oif  the  aaftion/'  which 
notion  paned,  nem  iwn,  liar  the  Monday 
■feUowing.* 

General  Comoay  apologized  for  op- 
fosmg  the  King's  aervanta,  bat  thought 
a  his  duty  to  oppose  this  Address,  he** 
it  approved  of  the  American 
He  condemned  that  war  as  croel, 
VDBeoessary,  and  nnnatnral ;  called  it 
a  hatcheiy  of  his  fellow  subjects,  to  which 
his  conscience  forbad  him  to  give  his 
sneaL  Though  joined  with  the  King's 
vervant^  he  detested  that  principle  of  im- 
ipliciliy  Bupponting  every  measure  of  go- 
wmment;  and  was  severe  upon  those  of- 
liicers  of  the  crown,  who,  because  they  are 
talked  with  others  in  administration,  think 
4hey  aie  bound  to  wade  through  thick  and 
4hiD  wiihttheir  colleagues.  He  demanded, 
«ith  an  emphasis,  what  was  the  state  of 
the  British  .empire  in  America  ?  Called 
vpoD  the  noble  lord  ( Nordi)  to  give  it,  or 
^  least  to  lay  some  information  of  ^ 
atste  of  affairs  in  America  hefore  the 
-iioine.  Asked  administration,  what  part 
«f  America  was  to  be  called  their  own  ? 
il  Canada  yours  >  he    said ;  is    Halifax 

3 WIS?  At  this  time,  is  even  Boston  yomv  I 
tifi  reported,  that  Boston  is  to 'be  aban- 
idooed.  Where,  then,  are  the  troops  to<be 
faded  in  the  spring  f  Are  liiey,  like  the 
int  emigrants  from  'this  coumtry,  to  sail 
^ng  the  coast  till  th^  find  a  place  I  He 
M^obated  the  idea  of  conquering  Ame- 
wa,  decUred  expiioitlv  agamst  the  right 
^  taxation,  and  wished  to  see  the  deola- 
utoiy  law  repealed,  since  so  bad  an  use 
ImI  been  made  of  it. 

Lord  George  Germaine  repUed,  in  fk- 
^^  of  the  Address ;  but  did  not  say  any 
^ag  new,  lexcept  that  he  had  received 
^ietter  from  general  Burgoyne,  who  said, 
that  notwithstanding  the  distresses  and 
HAMades  the  King's  troops  met  with,  they 
*ere  aealoias  and  determined  in  defence  oif 
^ir  coaniry. 

^WSMk'James  LuStrelL  Sir,  I  confess 
^at  i  do  not  feel  much  surprise  at  the 
^Bllanmatoiy  langnage  of  some  gentlemen 
^Vposite^  for  I  am  persuaded  ifrem  the  op- 
TKarire  measures  they  hapve  pursued  to- 
wards oar  fellow  subjects  in  America, 
wariog^e  recess,  th^  determine  to  stake 
««  prosperity  of  both  countries  to  their 
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own  em^ament  and  revenge,  and  at  fcvery 
risoue  to  endeavour  io  keep  their  places 
as  iong  as  they  can^  witliout  attending  to 
reason,  homaniw,  justice,  or  good  policy ; 
therefore  with  them,  as  with  the  merce* 
nary  and  necessitous,  it  may  be  in  vain 
to  argue,  for  they  will  probably  be  found 
as  callous  to  conviction  as  the  leaders  of 
administration  are,  who  instead  of  being 
convinoed  of  the  fatal  errors  they  have  al- 
ready been  guilty  of,  by  the  most  honrid 
scenes  of  bloodshed,  seem  with  equal  rash- 
ness to  be  precipitating  the  colonies,  the 
West  India  islands,  this  country  and  all 
its  dependencies,  into  every  species  of 
wretchedness,  that  can  render  us  miserable 
or  contemptible  abroad.  But,  Sir,  a 
chanoe  stiU  remains  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  avert  these  impending  dangers ;  it  is, 
that  we  >may  meet  protection  from  the  in- 
dependent gentlemen  of  England,  and 
from  ihoae  who  have  been  deceived  by  the 
misrepresentations  of  such  artful  and  de- 
signing men  as  1  shall  endeavour  to  mark, 
by  separating  the  voice  of  faction  from 
that  of  truth.  We  have  found.  Sir,  by 
woeful  experience,  from  which  side  of  thie 
House  muinfermation  has  hitherto  come. 
The  BoUe  lord  and  his  adherents,  to  ob- 
tain the  support  of  those  whwn  no  private 
intesest  or  party  ^eal  could  bias,  assured 
us  in  the  last  session,  with  plausibility  too 
sttffioieBt  'to  impose  upon  such  as  neither 
dcnihied  Iheir  integrity,  nor  were  aware  of 
the  enihusiaatic  spirit  for  liberty  which  at 
that 'tine  pnevailed  iihroughout  all  Ame- 
rica, that  the  dispute  was  by  no  means  of 
the  alarming  nature  gentlemen  appre- 
hended; that  it  was  a  contest  between  a 
single  province  and  this  country ;  that  the 
Americans  in  general  were  friends  to  go- 
vernment, and  waited  but  the  arrival  otb 
single  regiment  to  maniiest  their  approba- 
tion €^  measures,  which  we  were  told, 
were  just,  necessary,  and  eventually  would 
prove  suoceasfnl.  The  noble  <h>rd  had  not 
a  aingle  doubt,  but  that  peace,  reconcilia- 
tton,  and  good  fellowship  would  take  place 
speedily,  happily,  and  without  bloodsned : 
•but  he  .assured  us,  if  the  contest  continued 
we  stood  lupon  ground  that  would  «naUe 
ns  to  enforce  by  arms  an  acquiesoencB 
with  those  laws  we  had  a  Ti§^t  to  impose. 
That  the  insuri^nts  tieither  merited  pro- 
tection from  this  nor  from  that  side  the 
water,  for  they  had  added  thecrime  of  the 
highest  ingratitude  to  illegal  resistance; 
that  the  late  war  was  an  A-meEican  war, 
undertaken  merely  for  their  protection 
«nd  snpporti   whush  bad  linvolved  this 
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country  in  a  heavy  debt,  and  now  they 
refused  to  contribute  to  it ;  in  short,  that 
the  contest  was  whether  New  England  or 
Old  England  should  get  the  better;  though 
1  fear  this  will  prove  the  most  losing  game, 
on  both  sides,  that  ever  was  played ;  for 
no  penetrating  eye  yet  can  discern  if  the 
victors  or  the  vanquished  will  eventually 
be  the  greatest  sufiPerers.     Sir,  a  right  hon. 
member  too,  who  enjoys  a  very  beneficial 
emplojrment,  told  us,  for  our  comfort, 
that  our  fellow  subjects  in  America  were 
indiscriminately  a  race  of  cowards ;  that 
they  would  not  abide  the  resolves  of  the 
congress,  nor  ever  be  brought  to  face  ge- 
neral Gage's  army.    Sir,  with  language 
like  this,  dressed  in  the  best  attire  of  elo- 
quence to  render  it  persuasive,  and  the 
temporary  bait  of  Ss.  land-tax,  have  ad- 
ministration endeavoured  to  lull  gentle- 
men into  a  political  lethargy;  if  wi&  sue* 
cess,  I  hope  they  will  awake  at  this  criti- 
cal moment,  and  pause  at  least  before  they 
concur  farther  m  measures  whidi  must 
render  us  a  nation  bankrupt  in  men/ in 
treasure,  and  in  consequence.    Now,  Sir, 
what  did  we  learn  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  from  some  gentlemen  near  me 
of  rank,  property,  character,  and  inte- 
grity ?    Wh}r,    that  administration  were 
either  very  ill  informed  themsetves,  or 
meant  to  deceive  us ;    that  the  dispute 
was  unfortunately  of  a  more  serious  ten- 
dency than  probably  any  gentleman  b^ 
formed  an  idea  of;  that  it  was  by  no  means 
what  the  noble  lord  represented,  a  partial 
dispute  between  a  single  province  and  this 
country,  but  the  manly,  firm,  laudable, 
and  constitutional  efforts  of  free*bom  sub- 
jects to  preserve,  at  the  rbque  of  their 
Jives,  that  h'berty  with  iriiich  their  fore- 
fathers emigrated  and  which  have  been 
hitherto  (long  may  it  continue  so)  the  na- 
tural produce  of  this  soil ;  that  the  late 
acts   of  parliament  respecting    America 
were  reprobated  from  one  end  of  that  con- 
tinent to  the  other,  as  the  most  arbitrary 
violation  of  the  liberties  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral, aod  of  their  rights  and  privfleges 
as  English  subjects  in  particular,  which 
they  would  never  sacrifice  to  the  pride, 
ambition,  or  persecution  of  any  set  of  mi- 
nisters whatsoever.    Now,  Sh*,  by  truth's 
fair  test  let  the  foes  as  well  as  the  friends 
of  America  be  judged.    Was  Uie  dispute 
of  the  trifling  nature  government  repre- 
sented, and  are  the  Americans  so  easily  to 
be  vanquished?  Have  they  not  hitherto 
conformed  to  the  resolves  of  the  congress 
MA  minutely  as  to  any  laws  upon  the  &ice  of 


the  earth  ?    Will  they  not  fight  in  a  int 
cause  ?  and  may  they  not  even  be  nravoced 
to  fiice  general  Gage's  army?  In  snort,  sir, 
has  not  the  notorious  fallacy  of  every  8r|fr 
ment  of  administration,  in  the  coune  of  t 
very  few  months,  been  made  manifest  to  the 
universe.    But  I  am  aware  it  will  be  nid 
by  some,  that  the  Americans  are  neithef 
exonerated  from  the  charge  of  ingrati- 
tude, nor  an  attempt  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent state.    To  these,  I  answer,  thst 
these  are  assertions  weak  and  abtuid  m 
those  I  have  recapitulated,  and  will  equsUf 
iUl  in  proof;  for  you  most  either  dm 
that  America  ia  like  any  other  mercsadk 
nation,  which  derives  its  wealth  and  ooh 
sequence  from  commerce ;  or  admit  tint 
without  one  ship  of  force  to  boast  of,  ihi 
must  for  the  present  at  least,  and  probaUf 
for  a  century  to  come,  seek  the  protectioi 
of  some  great  maritime  power,  or  be  nb' 
ject  every  day  to  have  her  coasts  insolted, 
or  her  trade  destroyed,  by  the  most  pi» 
tical  petty  states  that  can  boast  a  mm- 
quetto  fleet,  in  the  like  manner  they  bov 
unfortunately  and  unjustly  experience  fron 
the  formidable  navy  of  England,  whose  ii^ 
terest  as  well  as.  duty  it  is  to  protect  as^ 
defend  them^    Sir,  on  the  score  of  ingii- 
titude,  I  must  observe,  that  where  gnit 
nations,  Uke  France  and  England,  ever 
jealous  of  the  power  of  each  other,  fed 
-themselves  in  a  situation  to  take  up  snM^ 
they  will  not  be  lone  finding  an  occsaoa; 
but  it  so  happens  Uiat  the  first  hosdlitiei 
previous  to  the  late  war  commenced  ii 
Asia,  not  in  America,  the  battle  of  Aicflt 
was  fought  by  lord  Olive  (then  cspUki 
OUve)  against  the  FVench;  thatof  Tiit- 
chinopoly   by  major   Lawrence,  sad  s 
powerful  fleet  ordered  to  India,  iiader 
the  command  of  the  admirals  Watsoa  sal 
Pocock,  before  the  French  were  knows  to 
have  committed  any  encroachments  oo  the 
Ohio ;  but.  Sir,  the  ministers  of  thoM 
days,  in  every  respect  very  unlike  the  pie* 
sent,  regarded  America  as  a  mine  of  ina* 
timsble  value  to  this  country,  and  were 
therefore  tenacious  of  every  acre  of  tfait 
possession ;  they  had  spirit  enough  to  le- 
sent  the  insults  of  foreign  powers,  and  wis- 
dom enough  to  see  the  importance  of  ths 
contest;  that  it  was  not  mere! v  whetber 
you  would  sufler  the  Fteoch  to  har8»  otf 
felllow  subjects  in  America,  which  hiiis^ 
nity  or  justice  ouffht  to  have  forbid  their 
acquiescence  in,  but  that  it  was  o^^o^ 
moment,  than  whether  the  colonies  fhoold 
remain  dependent  upon  England.  «  1^ 
come  an  aiqpandage  to  tbecrown  ttttwse* 
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kf  tbe  French  at  that  time  were  not  only 
lasters  of  the  best  fortresses  and  most  ac- 
eidble  harbours  in  Americat  but  of  a  Tast 
[act  of  territory  there^exclusiTeofthegreat 
Qssestions  of  the  Indians,  whom  they  had 
rtfuDyi  politicly,  and  industriously  gained 
rer  to  Uieir  religion  and  interest,  by 
hose  assistance  they  defeated  your  army 
nder  general  Braddock,  and  would  pro- 
ibly  oaTe  become  masters  of  the  coun* 
y,  had  you  not  fortunately  intercepted 
Idr  reinrorcementa  and  beat  them  at  sea. 
ifi  the  advantages  vou  derived  from  that 
btory,  to  the  fiital  hour  in  which  you 
Hdiy  threw  them  away,  •!  will  not  take 
p  the  time  of  the  House  to  enumerate, 
unigh  they  are  very  many  that  &11  within 
k  scope  m  my  superficial  knowledge ;  I 
in  only  say,  that  in  addition  to  the  in- 
resse  of  some  millions  annually  to  your 
iiblic  stock,  the  wealth,  prosperity  and 
ODseqnence  of  your  West  India  islands 
le  all  derived  from  America;  she*  Sir, 
ss  furnished  them  with  the  necessaries  of 
fe»  and  with  almost  every  kind  of  store 
ittbg  to  carry  on  their  works.  She  has 
iken  in  barter  their  rum  and  molasses ; 
be  sugars  have  been  mostly  sent  to  this 
XNintnr,  and  the  net  produce  of  them  cir- 
ulated  amon^  us.  Mow,  Sir,  the  planter 
■aj  seek  a  distant  market  for  his  commo- 
Iwies;  he  must  purchase  his  stores  with 
pade  at  vast  diaadvantaffe ;  part  of  hia 
faotstion  will  be  turned  into  provision 
[rounds,  and  the  losses  he  daily  sustains 
7  this  unfortunate  dispute  will  inevitably 
Krease  every  hour  it  contmues.  But 
•apect  to  be  told,  as  we  were  last  year, 
bat  these  are  imaginary-grievances,  tem- 
porary inconveniences,  and  short  lived  dis- 
lenses.  Here,  Sir,  admitting  that  the 
itawar  was  undertaken  merSy  for  the 
opport  and  advantage  of  the  Americans, 
oauy  Sir,  to  them  we  fortunately  owe  the 
!reat  and  flourishing  state  of  this  nation 
it  its  conclusion.  How  unlike  was  that 
<^  to  the  present !  It  was  constitutional, 
>«M)urable,  popular,  prosperous,  and  glo- 
^  This,  Sir,  is  unnatural,  unjust,  un- 
^ntable,  cruel,  and  revenseful.  It  com^ 
Meed  in  iterance  and  despotism,  and 
■pursumg  with  a  rancour  boraering  upon 
JMjess,  which  can  end,  at  best,  but  in 
ne  destruction  of  your  colonies,  with  the 
J"  of  your  troops.  Then,  Sir,  are  the 
^  of  the  bravest  officers  and  soldiers 
^  or  anjf  other  country  ever  produced, 
^  poly  tnbute  that  can  satiate  the  blind 
^um  and  revenge  of  admuiistration  ? 
^by  wOl  they  not  relax  a  little,  and  be 


satisfied  to  entrust  the  ezecutiim  of  theiv 
blood-thirsty  measures  to  such  as  are  bet* 
ter  suited  to  the  temper  and  disposition  of 
their  employers  i  1  mean  their  fiivourita 
army  of  oigotted  Canadians  and  Roman 
Catholic  marines,  now  raisins  in  Ireland, 
and  fitting  for  such  laudable  purposes. 
They,  Sir,  are  the  natural  enemies  of 
both  countries,  and  if  they  prove  success- 
ful,  will  be  ready  to  obey  the  first  beck  of 
their  masters,  and  return  with  swords 
stained  in  the  blood  of  every  American 
province  to  enforce  either  the  Declaratory 
Act,  a  Popery  Bill,  or  any  arbitrary  as- 
sessment of  administration  in  Ireland. 
For  we  have  been  told  by  very  prevailing 
authority  I  Mr,  Rigby  and  Mr.  Jenkin- 
son)  that  we  establishment  of  their  par- 
liament does  not  preclude  us  from  taxing 
them,  which  we  may,  and  ought  to  do 
whenever  we  judge  proper ;  for  that  the 
Irish  had  the  power  to  nmke  bye  laws,  but 
nothinff  more.  Indeed,  the  minister  of 
that  muse  of  Commons  uisists  that  this  is 
but  the  rash  opiniim  of  some  individuab, 
not  that  of  government ;  I  wish  he  may 
be  right,  for  I  fear  the  Whip  and  Protes- 
tants of  that  country  would  be^  able  to 
make  but  a  faint  resistance  a^;ainst  such 
an  army.  Whidi  way  they  might  proba- 
bly be  next  disposed  of,  I  will  not  venture 
to  foretell.  But  however  pleaainff  or  be- 
neficial the  smiles  or  frienoship  of  minis- 
ters may  be,  it  is  with  a  heartfelt  satis&c- 
tion  I  reflect  that  I  differ  as  widely  in  prin- 
ciple as  in  politics  from  a  set  of  men, 
wnose  aim,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  subversion 
of  the  constitution,  whose  delight  appears 
to  be  in  blood,  and  in  destroying  the  peace 
of  millions. 

Colonel  Barre  entered  minutely  into 
the  particulars  and  consequences  of  the* 
summer  campaign,  described  the  situation 
of  the  King's  forces  as  on  a  wen,  or  little 
excrescence  of  land,  blocked  up  within 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  fleet  not  even 
master  of  the  river  in  which  it  lies ;  he 
drew  a  conclusion,  ^that  if  an  army  of 
22,000  of  our  forces,  with  20,000  provin- 
cials, and  a  fleet  of  22  sail  of  die  line,  with 
more  than  as  many  frigates,  were  three 
years  in  subduing  Canada,  though  com- 
pleted every  spring^-what  little  prospect 
could  there  be  for  10,000  men  to  eflfect 
the  conquest  of  all  America.  He  told  the 
minister,  that  as  he  expected  but  little  in- 
formation from  him,  ne  would-give  him 
some :  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
a  major  Caldwell  who  was  settled  on  a 
large  estate  in  Canada,  who  assured  him, 
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that  the  Canadians  were  not  by  any  meand 
to  be  driven  into  the  war;  that  he  had 
tried  the  arU  of  persuaaion  in  vain ;  that 
he  aMembled  about  1,200  of  them  toge- 
ther^  who  came  with  large  sticks,  but  had 
concealed  400  firelocks  in  the  woods, 
which  they  were  determined  to  make  use 
of  against  the  English,  if  they  forced  them 
to  take  either  side.  He  said,  that  general 
Carleton  and  lord  Pitt,  were  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Jeremiah  Duggan,  a  barber,  who  was 
noiw  a  major  in  the  provincials.  He  laid 
tlie  blood  df  his  gallant  friend  colonel 
Abercrombie  at  the  minister's  door;  a 
man,  whom  particular  circumstances 
(which  he  could  not  thea  mention,  but 
which  the  noble  lord  was  well  acquainted 
with)  shoul4  have  secured  from  such  a 
fate.  He  added,  as  to  himself  he  stood 
there,  it  was  true,  an  humble  individual, 
brought  into  parliament  with  reluctance 
on  his  own  part,  by  the  hand  of  friendship; 
that  his  Majesty  thought  proper  to  call 
hrm  into  his  service ;  but  when  the  matter 
of  General  Warrants  was  discussed  in  the 
House,  and  his  conscience  directed  him 
to  oppose  the  measure,  which  he  modestly 
did  by  a  silent  vote,  a  younger  officer  was 
purposely  put  over  his  head,  as  an  intima- 
tion that  his  services  were  no  farther  ne* 
cessary :  he  retired,  without  repining,  on 
a  scanty  pittance,  as  he  would  nave  done 
to  the  most  mortifying  state,  without  a 
murmur.  His  Majesty  again  thought  pro- 
per to  call  him  into  his  service,  and  made 
iiim  one  of  the  joint  vice-treasurers  of  Ire- 
land, which  he  held  but  a  short  time, 
owing  to  change  of  both  men  and  mea- 
S|ires.  Since  that  time,  he  had  retired 
with  the  name  indeed  of  colonel ;  yet,  in 
truths  simply  but  Mr.  Barr6.  He  desired 
the  noble  lord  before  him,  to  say  if  he  had 
ever  solicited  the  smiles  of  government ; 
nay,  ministers  had  empowered  him  since 
(he  last  session  to  say  more;-*-but  he 
should  be  silent.  In  touching  on  the 
war-office  arrangements  in  America,  he 
said,  though  he  had  lost  one  eye  in  Ame- 
rica, he  had  still  one  military  eye  left, 
which  did  not  deceive  him.  The  Ameri- 
cans had  been  called  cowards;  that  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty 
had  wantonly  raked  up  the  ashes  of  a  de- 
ceased adnilral,  to  confirm  his  hasty  asser- 
tion ;  but  now  he  had  sent  for  a  living  ad- 
miral home,  to  give  the  departed  one  the 
lie ;  as  to  cowaros,  they  were  certainly  the 
greatest  to  his  knowledge ;  for  the  47th 
regiment  of  foot,  which  behaved  so  gal- 


lantly at  BttBker's-hil),  (an  engageswot 
that  smacked  more  of  defeat  than  victorj) 
—the  very  corps  that  broke  the  itksk 
French  column,  and  threw  them  in  ndi 
disorder^  at  the  siege  of  Quebec,  were 
three  parts  composed  of  these  cowardi. 
He  would  not  say  much  of  himBelf  in  a 
military  capacity,  to  give  weight  to  this 
account;  yet  it  could  not  butbefiattcriog 
to  him  to  reflect,  that  ike  dead  Wolfe, 
and  the  living  Amherst,  honoured  him  with 
their  esteem.— He  animadverted  vith 
great  seventy  on  the  minister  having  said 
aome  time  ago,  that  if  parliament  wooid 
give  htm  the  men  and  money  he  asked,  he 
would  immediately  pUot  them  safethioogjii 
this  American  storm.  He  then  ridicolH 
the  absurdity  of  general  Gage^s  sigaiag 
the  flowery  answer  to  geoerfl  Waking- 
ton's  clear  and  manly  letter:  affinaiaf 
that^the  letter  was  not  the  compositioa 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  but  that  hs 
was  cotnpelled  to  father  it  by  superior 
powers.  He  was  a  good  officer,  ddI  s 
plain  man.  He  recommended  to  theniBii- 
ter,  to  embrace  the  present,  the  onlj  n»- 
ment  tolerated  by  Heaven  for  an  accom- 
modation with  the  Americans:  if  thef 
were  driven  a  step  farther  in  resistaacei 
the  whole  American  continent  was  lostfiv 
ever.  He  said,  as  he  had  mentioned  ge* 
neral  Gage's  letter,  a  quotation  frooi  it 
might  now  supply  him  with  a  geaeral  is- 
ference,  with  which  he  would  ooDdud^ 
as  a  seasonable  memento  to  adaiinistni* 
tion.  *<  6e  temperate  in  political  diiqv* 
sition :  give  free  <^eration  to  truth,  sal 
punish  those  who  deceive  and  misrepie*: 
sent;  and  not  only  the  effiscts,  but  the 
causes,  of  this  unhappy  conflict  will  be 
removed." 

Lord  Barrington  denied  the  disiftc- 
tion  of  the  officers,  &c.  and  assored  ths 
House,  that  they  would  receive  aatis&fitdfy 
accounts  to  die  contrary  in  seven  or  eighl 
days. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhttn  ifr 
cused  colonel  Barr6  of  drawing  fidse  in- 
ferences from  his  own  premises ;  and  de- 
fended vigorous  measures  against  Anl^ 
rica.  He  said  that  60,000  men  ou^t  lo 
be  sent  to  re-conquer  that  countrjr:  itvtt 
a  system  that  must  be  pursueild  with  ^liA 
even  though  we  lost  all  the  toiros  sad 
provinces  upon  that  continent,  to  pot  0^ 
upon  a  proper  footing  to  negociate  wsb 
them. 

Mr.  Buri^  repeated  some  expressH»« 
of  lord  North,  on  American  aflairs,  ww* 
time  since ;  such  as,  that  he  would  hno£ 
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tkeAmeAoKM  (»  hbfeMi  ftc.  and  con- 
ivaMsd  them  with  the  hte  events  in  Ame-* 
nea ;  which  caused  a  good  deal  of  laughter. 
He  afterwards  compared  the  Americans 
la  a  people  who  had  emancipated  them- 
selres,  and  described  the  mother-country 
ai  a  pimtical  distarber  of  the  ports  and 
tMuie  of  the  colonies.  He  spoke  largely 
on  the  disgrace  brought  upon  the  British 
arms,  by  being  cooped  up  a  whole  cam- 
pirn  in  Boston,  by  those  who  had  been 
cailed  an  undisciplined  cowardly  rabble. 
He  strongly  represented  the  danger  to 
Great-Britain  in  carrying  on  the  Ame- 
vicaa  war;  and  concluded  with  adyising 
the  ministers  to  meet  America  with  a 
firiendly  couQtenaiiee>  nor  longer  let  £ng- 
hnd  appear  lilce  a  porcupine,  armed  all 
orer  with  acts  of  parliament,  oppressive 
to  trade  and  America. 

Mr,  FuM  described  lord  North  as  the 
Uonderiag  pilot  who  had  brought  the  na- 
tion into  iU  present  difficulties.  Adtni- 
iMtradoav  he  said»  exult  at  haying  brought 
« into  itta  dilemma.  Th^  have  reason 
totrimph.  Lord  Chatham,  the  king  of 
Ptwia,  nay,  Alexander  the  Great,  never 
gained  more  in  one  campaign  than  the 
aoble  lord  has  lost^^he  has^lost  a  whole 
continent.  Although  he  thought  the 
Americans  had  gone  too  ftiv,  and  were  not 
juitifiable  ia  what  they  bad  done^  yet 
they  wens  more  justifiable  (or  resisting, 
ftan  diey  would  have  been  had  they  sub-  • 
uitted  to  the  tyrannical  acts  of  a  British 
parliament — that  when  the  question  was, 
vhetber  a  people  oosht  to  submit  to 
tisvery,  or  aim  at  freedom  by  a  spirited 
leusUace,  the  dtemative  which  must 
itrika  eveiy  Englishman  was,  tl^  choioe 
^  the  lattee.  He  took  occasion  to  speak 
oflkis  Aither,  and  the  fluctuation  of  mi- 
tSMitn  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
^r*  Re  declared  his  father  was  secre- 
^7  of  state  only  four  months,  and  finding 
aiiQself  without  power^  and  merely  a  no- 
minal minister,  ha  did  as  every  man  of 
ipiiit  should  do  on  such  an  occasion,  he 
pgttp  his  place.  He  then  applied  this 
^•eivation  to  the  noble  lord  on  the  Trea- 
fnjr-beach,  and  in  a  very  pointed  manner 
toUmated  that  it  was  high  time  a  change 
wmen  took  place,  that  a  change  of  raea- 
•>>«•  might  accompany  it.  He  took  ot- 
^ioQ  to  mention  the  pditical  distinctions 
«  Whig  and  Tory,  and  describing  the 

Ct  ministera  as  enemies  to  freedom, 
^'  they  were  Tories.    He  made  a 
«J"»farison  between  the  conduct  of  admi- 
^wtmiotf-  and'  the  conduct'  of  Atnerica,. 
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shewing  the  weakness,  the  error,  and  the 
imprudence  of  the  former,  and  the  firm* 
ness,  the  spirit,  and  the  just  pursuits  of 
the  latter.  He  oombated  the  argument 
in  the  King's  Speech  which  inferred  thai 
America  aimed  at  independency ;  and  by 
a  chain  of  reasoning;,  he  shewed,  that  to 
be  popular  in  Americait  was  n^essary  to 
talk  of  dependanoe  oh  Great  Britain,  and 
to  hold  that  out  as  the  object  in  pursuitb 
He  rallied  lord  North  on  the  rapid  pro^ 
gross  he  had  made  in  misfortune,  having 
expended  nearly  as  large  a  sum  to  ac- 
quwe  national  disgrace  as, that  most  able^ 
minister  lord  Chatham  had  expended  in' 
gaining  that  glorious  lustre  with  which  be 
had  encirclea  the  British  name.  He  did 
not  approve  of  every  thing  done  by  lord 
Chatham,  but  all  must  confbss  his  great 
and  surprising  talents  as  a  minister.  He 
declared  opposition  to  be  cordially  united 
in  every  part.  He  reftorted  on  adminis- 
tration for  their  having  last  ye^r  'roused 
the  younger  port  of  the  House  by  their 
appeals  to  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  to  en«> 
force  vigorous  measures,  and  asked*  whe- 
ther that  spirit  was  discernible  in  the 
pitiful  party  of  the  military  sent  to  Bos- 
ton, or  in  the  vigorous  measures  of  that 
party ;  declaring,  that  if  the  spirit  the  mi^ 
nistry  had  appealed  to  waa  still  in  exist- 
ence, it  wouia  not  be  possible  for  them  to 
keep  their  places.  After  severely  re- 
buking them  for  endeavourmg  to  shift  the 
blame  from  themselves  tc  general  Gage, 
he  concluded  with  advising  administration 
to  place  America  where  she  stood  in  1769, 
and  to  repeal  every  Act  passed  since  that 
period,  wnich  affected  either  her  fineedom 
or  her  commerce. 

Lord  North  said,  he  held  the  pity  and 
contempt  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox)  in' equal  indifference.  He  declared 
that  the  words  quoted  with  so  much  hu- 
mour by  another'  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Burke)  had  never  been  used  W  him  in 
the  sense  to  which^he  had  applied  them, 
and  complained  of  the  injustice  done  him 
both  in  tne  English  and  American  news- 
papers, by  printing  false  accounts  of  his 
speeches  in  parliament.  Respecting  the 
observations  made  by  the  lost  speaker  on 
the  changes  in  the  ministerial  departments 
at  th6  commencement  of  the  war,  he 
begged  the  Honse  to  recollect,  that 
though  the  men  were  changed',  the  same 
measures  were  pursued,  but  that  for  his 
own  part  he  wisned  not  to  remain  a  day 
in  oince  after  he  was  thought  inactive,  in- 
attentive, or  incdnsidentte.    That  if  the 
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scheme  of  repealing  every  American  Act 
passed  since  1763,  was  adopted,  there  was 
certainly  an  end  to  the  dispute,  for  from 
that  .moment  America  would  be  inde- 
pendent of  England.  That  many  of  the 
Acts  were  framed  for  the  necessary  sup- 
•port  of  the  superiority  of  the  mother 
country,  on  points  in  which  her  right  of 
superiority  had  never  been  questioned  till 
America  was  refractory ;  that  all  the  Acts 
were  rather  acts  of  justice  Uian  of  cruelty, 
and  that  the  Act  preventing  the  colonies 
from  trading  with  other  countries,  which 
the  gentlemen  in  opposition  made  so  much 
rout  about,  was  not  passed  till  the  colo- 
nies, by  a  non -importation  agreement,  had 
refused  to  trade  with  Eng&nd,  who  had 
nurtured  them  to  their  present  greatness, 
and  had  therefore,  on  the  principles  of 
gratitude  and  recompence,  an  exclusive 
right  to  the  benefits  of  their  commerce. 
His  lordship  then  said,  that  if  he  under- 
stood the  meaning  of  the  words  Whig  and 
Tory,  which  the  last  speaker  had  men- 
tioned, he  conceived  that  it  was  the  cha- 
racteristic of  Whiggism  to  gain  as  much  for 
the  people  as  possible,  while  the  aim  of 
Toryism  was  to  increase  the  prerogative. 
That  in  the  present  case,  administration 
contended  for  the  right  of  parliament, 
while  the  Americans  talked  of  their  be- 
longing to  the  crown.  Their  language 
therefore  was  that  of  T(>ryism,  although, 
through  the  artful  designs  of  the  real  ene- 
mies of  freedom,  thagood  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  l^ngland  was  endeavoured  to  be  mis- 
led, and  false  jopinioos  were  industriously 
inculcated  throughout  the  kingdom.  The 
Speech  and  the  proposed  Address  tied  the 
House  down  to  no  point,  it  could  not 
tiierefore  be  of  ill  consequence  to  carry 
the  latter  to  the  throne.  The  measures 
administration  meant  now  to  pursue,  were 
to  send  a  powerful  sea  and  land  force  to 
America,  and  at  the  same  time  to  accom- 
pany them  with  offers  of  mercy  upon  a 
proper  submission.  This  will  shew  we 
are  in  earnest,  that  we  are  prepared  to 
punish,  but  are  nevertheless  ready  to  for- 
give; this  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
ukely  means  of  producing  an  honourable 
reconciliation. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  against  the  Address. 
He  had  heard  it  was  the  intention  of  ad- 
ministration to  send  a  large  force  to  Ame- 
rica to  compel  submission,  and  that  foreign 
troops  were  introduced  into  the  British 
dommions  for  that  purpose.  He  said,  the 
measure  ought  not  to  have  been  taken 
without  the  cooseat  of  parliament*    With- 
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out  such  consent  he  peremptorily  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  illegal.  To  this  was  to 
be  added,  not  only  the  disgrace,  but  'the 
evil  consequences  of  which  this  measore 
might  be  productive,  if.  suffc^red  to  paa 
into  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  TAtirbiv,  io  iii|h 
port  of  the  Address,  declared  tlttt  inhii 
opinion  there  was  no  ille^;ality  in  the  mea- 
sure of'sending  Hanoverian  troops  to  gar- 
rison the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and  Sfa- 
hon,  and  therefore  that  no  bad  tendency 
or  evil  consequences  could  arise  from  it 

At  four  in  the  morning  the  House  di- 
vided upon  the  Amendment ;  for  it  lOS, 
against  it  278. 

Lut  of  the  Minority. 


Ashe,  geo.  Acourt 
Adair,  serj. 
Aodersoo,  Evelyn 
Astley,  sir  Edward 
Barrlj  rt.  hoo.  Isaac 
Barrow,  Charies 
Bayly,  Nathaniel 
Bentfnck,  lord  C.  Ed. 
BenyoB,  Richard 
Bertie,  boo.  Pteegrine 
Brand,  Thomas 
Bridgemao,  sir  Henry 
Barke,  Edmund 
Cavendish,  lord  Geo. 
Cavendish,  k>rd  Fred. 
Cavendish,  lord  John 
Cavendish,  lord*  Rich. 
Cavendish,  Id.  G.  Aog. 
Clarke,  Jervoise 
CUytoo,  sir  Robert 
Coke,  Wenman 
Conway,  rt  hon.  H.S. 
Cooper,  John 
Coxa,  Rich.  Hippis. 
Cox,  Laorenoe 
Crewe,'  John 
Dempster,  George 
Dunning,  John 
Fiekle,  Paul 
Finch,  Savile 
Flemings  sir  Mich,  le 
Foley,  Thomas,  jan. 
Fox,  bon.  Ch.  James 
Frankland,  sir  Tbos. 
Folkestone,  viscount 
Goddard,  Ambrose 
Gordon,  lord  George 
Goring,  Charles 
Gowland,  Ralph 
Granby,  marquis  of 
Gregory,  Robert 
Greoville,  James,  jan. 
Guise,  sir  WilUsm 
Halliday,  John 
Hamilton,  rt.h.W.G. 
Harbord,  sir  Hacboid 
Hartley,  I>af  id 


Hayley,  George 
Hopkins,  Ricurd 
Hnnt,  Geom 
Hussey,  Wflliam 
Johnstone,  George 
Johnstone,  Joba 
Keppel,  boa.  Aogv. 
Liennox,  lord  Geoifa 
Lowther,  air  JasM 
Lndiow,  earl 
Luther,  John 
Luttrell,  bon.  Teoifk 
Luttrell,  hon.  Joha 
Martin,  Joseph 
Mawbey,  sir  Jofepk 
Meynefi,  Hugo 
Miiier,  sir  TImnaf 
Molesworth,  air  Jaka 
Molyneoj^  Criip 
MoBtaga,  Frederick 
Mortimer,  HaoaWiaL 
Needham,  Williim 
Oliver,  Richard 
Pierse,  Henry 
Pelham,  C.  Aodcma 
Pennyman,  sir  Janei 
Ptolhill,  NathsBid 
Popbam,  Alesaader 
Pulteney,  WUliasi 
Ratciifie,  Joba 
Robinson,  sirGeoife 
Rnsboot,  sir  Joba 
Salt,  Samod 
Savile,  sir  Geone 
Saunders,  strCoariei 
Sawbridge,  Joha 
Seawen,  Jamas 
Scott,  Robert 
Scudamore,  Cb.  Fiis> 
Scudamore,  Joha 
Seymour,  Henry 
Smith,  Joba 
Standert,  Fraderick 
Stanhope,  WaHer 
Thornton,  TboBMf 
Townahend,flhaB.T. 

TrevaaaiPDi  Jobs 
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TdM,  G€«.  FeUer  WeddcU,  WittiMi 

TWocr,  CbarlM  WcDmap,  tuqooiiI 

TyPDODoel,  «krl  of  Wilket,  John 

Vcraej,  etil  Wilkiotoo,  Jacob 

Veroon,  boo.  G.  Yen.  Yooge,  sir  George 
Wike,  sir  William  Teixbrs. 

Walpgle,  boo.  Thomas  Plumer,  IV illiam 

Wtlfiole,  boo.  Ricbard  Bjog,  George. 
Wimogham,  hen.  R. 

The  oriffinal  Address  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  orctered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

October  27.  Mr.  Adand  reported  the 
Address. 

Mr.  Hartley  pressed  lord  North  to  de- 
dare,  that  it  should  be  understood,  that 
agreeing  to  the  report  now  brought  up 
ffaoold  not  be  deemed  a  decisive  approba- 
tioD  of  its  contents,  nor  preclude  the 
House  from  taking  thQ  measures  recom- 
nended  in  it,  into  consideration  on  any 
fiitore  day. 

Mr.  FieUe  approved  pf  this  caution  of 
the  bon.  gentleman,  and  thought  the  ad- 
vice extremely  necessary. 

^vt  M.  W.  Ridley  said,  he  had  gone 
along  with  the  mmister  during  the  last 
ttssion,  upon  the  supposition  tmit  his  in- 
&nnation  regarding  America  waa  auUien- 
tic;  but  now  that  he  found  it  was  other- 
wiK,  he  went  away  last  night  without 
gimg  any  vote;  a  conduct  he  wished  to 
aroio,  and  therefore  he  called  upon  the 
uiBiBter  to  lay  aufficient  information  be- 
^  the  House,  that  sentlemen  might 
bow  the  ground  upon  which  they  were  to 
proceed. 

Lord  North  declhied  complying  with 
these  requests :  but  said,  in  genenu,  that 
the  navy  and  army  would  b^  taken  into 
Consideration  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
and  he  believed  that  either  of  the  days  ab- 
pointed  for  that  purpose  would  fa!e  the 
nost  proper  time  tor  stating  objections,  or 
fraoiing  any  motion. 

Mr.  Fcfwui  moved  to  recommit  the  Ad- 
dress in  order  toieave  out  what  related  to 
ike  Hanoverian  troops.  This  changed  the 
kbate  to  the  general  subject  of  America. 
[On  this  subject  of  the  Hanoverian 
troops,  the  arguments  were  chiefly  direct- 
id  aeainst  that  paragraph  in  the  Address 
rhid^  thanks  his  Majesty  for  hitf  gracious 
consideration ,  in  sendmg  part  of  his  electoral 
roops  to  gilfrrison  the  fortresses  of  Gibral- 
ar  and  Minorca.  Those  who  condemned 
be  paragraph  argued  against  its  illegality, 
ts  being  expressly  repugnant  to  the  %ill  of 
tights ;  ana,  above  all,  its  being  a  prece- 
eat  of  a  most  alarming  and  dangerous 
Bodeucy,  at  it  recogoiied  a  power  in  the 


King  to  introduce  foreigners  into  his  Bri- 
tish dominions,  and  to  raise  armies  without 
'the'  previous  consent  of  parliament.  It 
waa  defended  on  a  variety  of  grounds. 
First,  on  the  idea,  that  the  pari^ir^ph  ex- 
pressied  nor  implied  no  approbation  of  the 
measure;  that  the  Bill  or  Rights  passed  at 
the  Revolution  was  a  declaratory  law,  and 
that  law,  to  use  Mr.  Attorney  General^ 
own  words,  embraced  no  part  of  the  Bri« 
tish  dominions  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
island ;  that  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
justified  it,  because  of  the  delay  it  might 
occasion,  and  the  consequent  embarrass- 
ment it  mi^ht  bring  ou,  in  the  future  pro- 
gress of  this  business :  that  it  was  notaing 
new,  for  6,000  Dutch  had  come  over  in  the 
year  1745,  to  our  assistance,  without  any 
such  previous  consent.  The  gentlemen 
in  opposition  considered  the  paragraph  as 
a  full  approbation  of,  the  measure ;  whilst 
the  friends  of  administration  insisted  it  was 
no  more  than  a  compliment  to  his  Majes- 
ty's ffood  intentions,  and  left  the  measure 
itself  a  matter  of  future  deliberation.  Mr. 
Wedderbum  and  Mr.  Dunning  had  a  long 
conversation  upon  the  different  interpreta- 
tions of  the  clause.  Very  few  of  the 
speakers  confined  themselves  to  this  single 
point,  but  successively  beat  over  the  wide 
ground  of  the  general  dispute  with  Ame- 
rica* The  minister,  however,  quitting  his 
gi(0und,  left  his  supporters  by  themselves, 
and.  fairly  owned  he  was  the  adviser  of 
the  paragraph,  and  that  he  was  firmly  per- 
suaaed  of  its  legality,  wisdom,  and  expe- 
diency. This  explanation  was  occasioned 
by  his  being  pressed,  in  case  the  opposition 
agreed  to  the  Report,  tliat  his  lordship 
would  agree  to  review  the  proposition, 
and  give  it  a  full  and  fair  discussion  on 
some  future  day  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose.] 

Mr.  CarntvaU  entered  into  American 
affiiirs.  He  acknowledged  there  had  been 
mnmanagement  somewhere ;  but  whether 
by  the  parliament,  in  not  granting  a  suffi- 
cient force ;  by  the  ministry,  in  not  properly 
applying  the  forces  granted ;  or  by  the  on 
ficers  who  had  the  command  of  them,  in 
not  exercising  them  effectually,  he  would 
not  then  assert;  but  probably  it  might 
one  day  afford  matter  tor  enquiry  in  that 
House.  However,  he  could  not  avoid 
saying  thus  much  in  favour  of  administra- 
tion, that  a  minister  in  this  country, 
though  he  may  see  much  farther  into  fu- 
ture events  than  the  rest  of  his  country- 
men, cannot  take  any  great  step  without 
having  the  cry  of  the  people  against  himc 
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Had  gdTernment  deviiukd  iOgOOO  mai 
last  seseioD  to  seod  to  Americai  parliameot 
perhaps  would  not  bave  granted  then; 
put  now  that  the  nation  aeemed  to  improve 
of  sending  a  suficient  foroe>  he  did  not 
doubi  of  flucceflB.  He  then  proceedad  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the 
late  lord  Holland,  when  aecretary  of  state, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  war,  in  allusimi 
to  what  nad  been  said  by  Mr.  Fox  tha 
night  before ;  and  concluded  by  atCaddng 
the)(duke  of  Grafton  for  his  desertion. 

Mr.  Charley  Fox  vindicated  his  fatheri 
and  defended  the  noble  duke;. but  as  he 
quoted  the  speech  the  noble  duke  Jiad 
made  the  night  before  in  another  Housei 
he  was  called  to  order.  He  protested  Uiat 
be  had  been  deceived  by  the  minister; 
he  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  govern* 
inent  had  so  many  friends  in  America, 
that  the  appearance  of  a  few  regiments 
there  would  give  them  security  in  avowmg 
themselves;  secure  an  obedience  to  our 
laws,  and  ensure  peace;  that  upon  this 
principle  he  voted  for  sending  over  the 
forces  last  session :  peace  was  his  object  in 
ihat  measure ;  but  now  tliat  the  minister 
declared  himself  for  war,  he  could  not  but 
object  to  his  proceedings.  He  could  not 
consent  to  the  bloody  consequences  of 
so  silly  a  contest  about  so  silly  an  object, 
conducted  in  the  silliest  manner  that  his- 
tory, or  observation,  had  ever  fumahad 
.an  instance  of;  and  from  .Irhich  we  were 
likely  to  derive  nothing,  but  poverty,  nsi- 
aery,  disgrace,  defeat,  and  ruin. 

Mr.  Henr^i  Dundas  (Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland)  said»  it  woiild  b^  ridiculous  in 
administration  to  recede,  or  to  listen,  at 
present,  to  conciliatory  measures,  whilst 
America  was  making  so  eiTectnal  a  resist* 
ance ;  that  all  Europe  would  say  we  had 
felt  our  inid>ility  to  enforce  our  riahta,  and 
jtherefore  were  glad  to  accommo£ite  mat* 
ters  on  any  terms ;  that  when  we  had  re- 
gained and  re-established  our  au^ority 
there,  he  would  be  happy  to  join  in  any 
plan  for  the  better  and  more  happy  go* 
vernment  of  that  part  of  the  empire.  He 
aaid,  it  was  not  uncommon  for  Great  Bri- 
tain to  be  unsuccessful  in  the  beginning, 
aa4  victorious  in  the  progress  and  conclu- 
sion of  her  wars;  and  tliat  he  was  not  at 
all  dismayed  by  the  gloomy  pictures  which 
aome  gentlemen  were  pleaaed  to  draw  of 
cor  perilous  and  deplorable  situation.  He 
concluded  with  an  attack  upon  oppositiaii, 
which  he  executed^Mth  igreat  good  hu* 
moor. 

Govenior  Ji0tos^0M  atBaigoed  tb^aon* 
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duct  of  admlaiilnition  wmt^x  he  ^ 
dai«d  that  he  was  certain  that  the  Haas* 
verian  soldiers  could  not  be  tried  bv  B■^ 
tial  law  for  any  offences ;  that  if  thef 
should  be  tried,  they  would  have  an  acdai 
in  Great  Britain  against  their  offieeis,  sad 
that  if  any  of  them  should  be  pot  to  dothi 
in  consequence  of  the  sentence  of  a  eesrt* 
martial,  those  who  gave  that  santsaoe 
would  be  guilty  of  murder  accordiiiy  ta 
our  hiws ;  he  insisted,  that  our  psamm 
abroad  were,  in  the  true  .sense  of  Ike 
word,  a  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  ha  «■ 
against  the  pamgrapht  aa  a  da^geNus  pe> 
cedent. 

The  Aiiome^  Gtneni  insisted,  that  is> 
eeocy  deoumded  that  wc  ahoald  lalun  ka 
Majeaty  thanks  for  the  considaiadsss 
which  induced  hicn  to  tAc  dmatep,  ths^^ 
we  might  afberwarda  caudeam  die  Ma> 
sur^.  *  Suaviter  in  modo,  sed  foctilei  ia 
re,*  diodd  ever  be  a  maaim  in  Bdtiili . 
minds;  he  declared  that  it  waa  his  ofMoisD 
that  the  Bill  of  Bighfti  did  act  lorhiddw 
mtixMluction  of  fareiga  troofis  into  ear 
territories  abraad;  that  it  only  mantawl 
this  kingdom ;  that  cooKqaeady  he  essU 
no  nsere  see  any  illegality,  than  he  csoU 
danger,  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  OmHes  MM$h.  lagnewitbda 
gentlemen  on  the  other  sid^  that  evsrf 
goveiument  is  original)y  instituted  for  the 
governed;  but  I  must  iaaist,  that,  whsas 
government  is  actually  forased,  it  becoaM 
the  duty  of  the  governed  to  auhmit  tetb 
ffovernors.  I  will  however  agree,  dal 
mere  is  at  times  a  power  of  constitatioBal 
resistance;  and  that  in  our  own  fovtia* 
meat,  if  a  king's  minister  oppressed  As 
body  of  the  people  by  repeated  acts  d 
violence,  oar  aaceatots  had,  under  iks 
sanction  of  the  two  Houses,  attempted  to 
remt^y  the  grievance.  I  will  aba  adai^ 
that  if  Lords  and  CommoBS,  at  the  wfll  of 
any  king  or  any  minister,  could  so  fiff  be- 
tray their  sacred  trust,  aatotyiaaaiaeeNr 
the  governed  in  such  a  manner  thathanan 
nature  could  not  aubmit  to  tfaetnasaf 
(which  was  a  ease  I  thought  acaic^  pee* 
sftilete  exist,  aad  my  blooid  ma  coMatthi 
thoughts  of  it)  I  was  aettled  in  my  priaa- 
pies;  if  the  bulk  of  the  people  oancaneii 
and  I  could  not  be  misti&ea>  i  sheaM<|»' 
pose  the  appeaianoe  of  a  coaatitatioa  akich 

no  longer  existed,  and  then  I  wfll  aib^ 
that  any  new  govcrament  is  better  Ar  iha 
govamed :  but  I  call  npaii  gMtloBSB  le 
consider,  if  the  two  Hoaaesof 


aapperted  by  the  united  vaioa  of  theasa- 
ple^  wave  ceMtiaoaia  tWr ntfiad m9f 
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fmag  tfte  Bog  dont^  haw  'vmA  more 
oegk  gCDtteoiea  to  liii  caocioat  in  attack- 
lag  die  Mcrtd  comtitotioB  of  King,  Larda, 
aild  Ganmooa.  In  order  proper^  to  coo- 
■der  adwther  aaoii  aeaaoesiatBdy  we  maat 
htkhr  k%  aigaa.  Freedom  of  debate  in 
fttiiaiaeBt  aeema  to  me  the  gtwt  tottob- 
nooe;  aadldaffeaajr  diet  every  gentlenan 
vlwbears  nie  will  be  of  my  optnioD,  that 
It  B6  lime  this  Honae  boa  ever  enjoyed 
inore  ireedem  ef  debate  than  mt  preaant ; 
it  has  kept  ua^fiiom  our  beds  till  nve  this 
mmiafy  and  «a^  probabh^  keep  ui  to  the 
I  ame  hour  this  mgnt. 

Much  has  been  aaid  in  fbnner  debatea, 

litftieokrly  on  an  Ofvai  representation. 

I  kdeed,  ia  onr  own  state  Ae  repraaentition 

.  wnfoniied  cnriginally  equals  I  mean  in  the 

!  tms  of  WiDiam  1.    It  was  indeed,  a  re- 

jmntation  of  merely  the  landed  intereat. 

iiane  has  by  degiees  produced  bo  total 

Si  iaefiahty  of  vepMaeatation,  that  now 

>itiitceitainfiwt,thBtnot  one  third  part 

i  sf  fiafiaBd  is  repreaenlad  in  parliament. 

BetM  it  not  theretfbre  Mtow,  as  a  eonse- 

;^seaee,  that  America  has  no  more  reason 

•  toeonq^for  the  want  of  a  representa- 

lisD,  thin  two  thirds  of  the  people  of 

Baglsod?    Here  it  is 'that  the  fiction  of 

b»  steps  m  to  the  relief  of  the  anbject;  it 

•Msras  us  membera  Ibr  every  part  of  his 

Majesty's  dominions,  and  oonseqaently  for 

tiaerica;  it  hasy  therefore,  altered  the 

anaeat  principle  of  the  constitution,  which 

Md,  that  the  member  was  obliged  to  obey 

^  coostituenta.    Necessity  hng  adopted 

ilbaiction  of  a  virtual  repreaentatioe,  and 

i^ii  now  become  our  dnty  to  consult  the 

Merest  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  in 

preference  to  the  advantage  of  ourboroogli 

f  county* 

It  is  strange  that  raasonable  men  should 
Mt  be  contented  with  the  government  of 
Ae  coaptry  in  which  they  Hve.  I  iMl 
tver  maintain  that  I  am  bound  to  suppoct 
^  consthntion  left  me  by  my  ancestors. 
The  term  Constiaution  is  indeed  vague;  it 
a  continually  altering ;  like  the  human 
My,  new  paitjclea  are  eontinnally  flymg 
Ml  it,  and  new  pertxles  are  adding  to  it* 
We  (N^t  from  time  to  time  to  improve 
the  constitution,  or  reduce  it  to  ita  first 
F*oiples,  as  the  case  may  require,  but 
^  vy  vieleni  means.  I  hope  and  truat 
V*  efaall  never  again  laU  kilo  the  fatal 
Mvtisof  tbetimes  of  Charles  the  1st,  when 
^^  aam  tfaenght  he  bad  a  right  to  set 
J^Mi  new-fangtod  ideas,  in  oppiaMon  to 
'^gevemment' of  his  country;  and  when 
ttspeapla  at hvt diaeovwed  IbaauMJca 


they  had  drawn  on  tbeofeadhrea  by  their 
iblly,  they  received  Clmrlea  the  2nd  with 
that'weakness  and  imbecility  of  spirit,  that 
th^  loat  much  of  tiieir  liberties. 

As  to  the  present  question,  I  think  mi* 
nistry  is  right  in  its  measures*  and  am  aa« 
tiified  with  their^Iate  conduct.  America 
baa  Ibnaerly  aubfoaitted  to  the  right  of 
taxatioa.  Many  are  the  Acts  passed  by 
OS,  submitted  to  by  them.  I  shall  shortly 
state  soose  ef  them'.  We  have'  asaerted 
our  rights  not  only  in  the  Navigation  Acta, 
and  tM  itttenial  Acts  of  the  poet  office,  by 
9  Ann,  c.  KX  but  we  have  annihilated  in 
aome  cases  their  own  Acts  of  assembly ; 
for  by  7  and  6  William  $,  we  have  declared 
void  all  tiie  laws,  Ac.  made  in  their  plan* 
tations,  which  were  repugnant  to  that  act, 
or  to  any  other  law  hereafter  to  be  made 
in  this  luogdom.  The  Act  af  11  aad  1^ 
Wifliam  S,  c.  7,  made  for  the  suppresaioa 
ofpincy,  in  ita  ISth  section  is  expmsa* 
The  words  are,  if  any  of  tiiC  govemara 
in  the  asad  plantatioo,  or  any  person  in 
authority  there,  shall  iwfuse  to  Vield  obe*' 
dieaoe  to  thn  Act,  such  refusal  ia  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  foribitnre  of  all  and  every 
Ihe  charters  granted  for  the  government 
or  the  propriety  of  aoch  piantatioQ*^ 
Acts  were  made  in  the  time  of  ^ 


patnm  of  our  hberties,  tiie  great  king 
William;  even  the  charter  itadf,  whic£ 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Massachuaet'a  Ba^ 
now  ao  eagerly ^amoar  after,  is  not  tiietf 
original  charter,  but  a  charter  ciammed 
down  their  throats  by  the  great  king  Wil- 
liam. We  liave  carried  our  legishitiva 
power  still  further  over  the  incemal  police 
of  America,  and  America  has  submitted* 
The  cc^ontes  allowthat  the  Greenwicb4ioa* 
pital  Act,  of  7  aad  8  William  3,  c.  21,  ex* 
tends  to  them.  By  Sand  4*  Ann*  c*  lU 
we  hare  forbidden  their  selling  their  pitch 
and  tar  trees  under  a  ceruin  growth,  Ac* 
By  5  George  £,  c.  ^,  not  a  single  hat  can 
be  exported  from  the  coloniea  any  where* 
And  by  7  George  2,  c.  7,  we  have  altered 
their  common^hnr  in  the  most  eatential  of 
all  points,  their  property,  in  the  teeth  of 
their  own  acts  of  aasen^ly ;  for  the  mora 
easy  recovery  of  debts,  even  if  due  to  oor« 
selves,  we  hove  made  their  lands  asseti* 
And  to  close  the  whole,  by  IS  Georffe  2» 
c.  7,  we  have  made  foreigners,  who  inhabit 
seven  years  in  ^e  colonicn,  natives  of 
these  veiT  countries,  ofwhidi  they  deny 
na  the  right  of  legislation. 

Bat  the  mode  of  laymg  tfie  hte  taxea 
has  been  ehjected  to.  Yet  by  S5  €|r.  2^ 
e.7)  we  have  laid  port  dotiea  nnlbe  eoK* 


779] 


16  GEORGE  nL 


Debate  in  the  Commons 


P 


poirtatioa  of  sugan,  under  the  express  re- 
goladon  of  the  commissionerB  of  the  cus- 
tbras  andtreasuiy;  and  by  1  George  1, 
c  12 f  we  have  ordered  those  duties  to  be 
paid  into  the  exchequer ;  yet  these  duties 
nave  never  been  complained  of  by  Ame- 
rica. But  the  chief  Act  on  which  the 
greatest -stress  may  be  laid  as  to  this  pointi 
and  which  I  call  on  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  particularly  to  attend  to»  is  the 
6  George  2,  c.  13.  Here,  exactly  as  in  the 
case  of  the  present  tea-duty,  we  *  give  and 

grant'  a  duty  on- foreign  rum  imported  into 
le  colonies ;  we  order  an  *  entry/  and  that 
the  *  ri^te .  shall  be  paid  in  money  before 
landing.'  Thus  then  America  has  sub- 
mitted to  internal  taxation  and  l^islation, 
both  as  to  the  right  and  tiie  mcMde ;  and, 
as  America  has  submitted  to  the  law  of 
parliament  in  former  instances,  I  am  for 
enforcing  obedience  to  the  present  law. 
But  it  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  foreign  states  accuse  us  of  being  en- 
gaged in  a  silly  measure ;  all  the  answer 
I  raall  give  such  foreign  state  is  to  mind 
its  own  business.  If  France  says  so,  I 
should  ask,  where  is  the  policy  of  the 
Corsican  expedition?  If  Spain,  what  ft 
thought  of  tne  coast  of  Barbary  ?  Each 
state*  has  enough  to  do  at  home ;  and  if 
each  private  member  of  this  House  would 
employ  himself  in  assisting  the  public,  in- 
stead of  stating  to  the  House  private  griev- 
fluices,  Great  Britain  would  reap  the  ad- 
vantage. 

Mr.  Dunning  iniisted,  that  the  BDl  of 
Bights  was  only  declaratory,  of  rights 
existing  prior  to  that  Act,  that  therefore 
the  people  were  not  to  confine  their  claims 
to  the  literal,  words  of  it,  but  to  recur  to 
the  great  principles  upon  which  that  de- 
claration was  made. 

Mr.  James  ChrenvUle^  with  great  mo- 
desty, ability,  and  candour,  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  not  going  on  a^inst  America, 
be  cause  the  Americans  did  not  mean  to 
render  themselves  independent  of  this 
country,  and  because  he  judged  it  imprac- 
ticable to  reduce  them  by  force.  He  con- 
cluded by  shewing,  with  much  feeling  and 
.propriety,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  throw 
any  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  his  late 
relation,  Mr.  George  Grenville,  with  re- 
gard to  America. 

Mr.  William  ^  Adam  shewed  that  the 
Americans  would  proceed  to  indepen- 
dence, if  successful,  and  that  it  was  there- 
fore absolutely  necessary  to  reduce  them. 
He  entered  into  the  practicability  of  the 
measure,  by  shewing  that  no  setUed  form 


of  government  bong  established  in  Ame* 
rica,  all  most  be  anarchy  and  oooliinoB 
there,  and  that  all  ought  to  be  regukritj 
and  order  at  home.  He  took  notice  of 
the  comparisons  which  had  been  madebe- 
tween  our  situation  and  that  of  Spiioi, 
with  regard  to  the  revolt  of  the  Uuted 
Provinces,  and  said  the  cases  were  ut 
parallel.  He  then  attacked  the  cosdoct 
of  the  opposition,  but  said  at  the  mae 
time,  that  he  could  not  approve  of  that  of 
the  ministry.  He  described  the  opa» 
tions  of  the  last  year,  as  very  inacdre; 
found  fault  with  the  conciliatory  propui* 
tion,  and  called  upon  the  noble  Lora  ittiie 
head  of  administration  to  act  with  li* 
gour.  He  praised  lord  North  in  tlie 
strongest  terms  for  his  abili^  wk 
public  virtue,  but  accused  him  of  m^ 
lence,  the  greatest  fauH  a  minister  ctdd 
be  guilty  of  at  this  crittcal  juncture !  He 
told  him  the  time  for  action  was  not  jret 
over,  but  that  it  might  soon  pass  away; 
begged  him  therefore  to  rouse  hiami 
and  to  act  with  the  ability  he  possesvi 
He  described  the  inactive  campaign  tf 
last  summer  in  very  strong  coloars;io* 
cused  him  for  allowing  the  congresiti 
meet ;  asked  if  those  neglects  were  lib 
the  conduct  of  a  great  mmister,  like  da 
conduct  of  that  man,  who  had  seised  tb 
helm  in  a  storm,  apd  was  not  to  quit  it,' 
though  it  should  blow  a  hurricane  ?  Froa 
the  spirited  address  of  this  <lay,  he  hopei 
for  a  more  vigorous  conduct,  and  trusttt 
that  the  noble  lord  would  not  allow  kw 
go  down  to  posterity,  that  from  his'  ismi 
tivity,  and  not  want  of  abilities,  he  hak 
lost  Great  Britain  her  American  cokMiiciJ 
Lord  North  thanked  the  hon.  gentleoMt 
for  the  ability,  candour,  and  manliae* 
with  which  he  had  attacked  him ;  said  he 
was  always  ready  to  listen  to  any  strictme 
upon  his  conduct,  even  when  ^  it  csflU 
from  malice ;  but  when  it  flowed  from  m 
pure  a  motive,  so  sincere  a  love  for  lui 
country,  as  he  was  sure  that  hon.  geatfe- 
man  possessed,  it  could  not  fail  of  haviq| 
the  strongest  efiect.  Hq  pledged  hioMB 
to  the  House,  that  he  would  proceed  villi 
vigour  and  activity.  He  confessed  tbt 
indolence  of  temper,  which  the  hon.  gea* 
tleman  (Mr.  Adam)  had  noticed,  and tbst 
dislike  to  business,  but  dedared  that  fas 
was  forced  into  the  post  that  be  nowheM; 
that  stormy  and  tempestuous  as  the  ocea^ 
was,  through  which  he  bad  to  steer,  le 
would  never  of  his  own  accord  abandda  il 
till  the  storm  had  subsided.  He  acknow- 
ledged be  bad  been  deceived  in  evenly. 
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but  that  he  had  adapted  his  measures  last 
MnioD  to  the  then  state  of  afiJEurs,  not 
imagining  that  all  America  would  have 
armed  in  the  cause.  Administ|ration  had 
proceeded  upon  the  information  they  had 
iecei?ed :  if  gentlemen  were  in  possession 
of  better  information,  why  did  they  not 
communicate  it?  He  said,  that  when  he 
adopted  the  necessary  plan  of  sending 
Hanoverians  to  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon, 
he  had  not  a  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the 
measure;  that  if  it  was  dreaded  as  a  pre- 
cedent, he  ahopld  have  no  objection  to  a 
bin  of  indemnity.  If  he  had  waited  for 
toe  meeting  of  parliaoient,  our  troops  in 
Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  field  time  enough  to  have 
admitted  of  an  early  and  vigorous  exertion 
ofoar  forces  against  the  rebels.  That  if 
vesufered  by  the  war,  America  would 
nffer  much  more.  He  answered  Mr. 
Adam's  objection  to  his  conciliatory  plan ; 
laid  it  was  the  measure  that  had  put  us 
M  a  proper  footing  with  regard  to  Ame- 
fica;  that  now  they  had  refused  it,  their 
btentions  were  easily  seen,  and  every  ex* 
tftion  offeree  was  justifiable  till  such  time 
11  they  ahould  again  become  obedient  to 
Ihis  government ;  that  nothing  should  be 
noting  on  his  part  to  bring  them  back  to 
I  just  aubordination ;  that  now  it  was  im- 
poGsible  to  treat  with  them,  until  once 
irought  back  to  a  due  obedience;  that 
iiere  was  no  intention  to  oppress  them, 
Hit  to  establish  in  America  the  most  just, 
aild,  and  equitable  government.  He  had 
a  great  a  veneration  for  liberty  as  any 
Ban ;  and  he  hoped  the  Americans  were 
oo  brave  and  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
a  hesitate  a  moment  in  their  choice  be- 
vaen  alavery  or  war ;  but  in  the  present 
Mtance  there  was  no  (question  of  slavery. 
3ieir  friends  have  said  that  they  only 
'i^ted  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  on 
^hicb  they  were  in  1763.  He  wished  to 
>od  it  were  possible  to  put  the  colonies  on 
Itttaame  footing.  Surely  America  would 
Dt,  without  money,  without  trade,  with* 
Bt  resources,  continue  to  prefer  a  ruinous 
«r  with  Great  Britain  to  the  blessings  of 
Mce,  and  an  happy  de{>endence  upon 
^.  He  concluded  with  giving  a  pathetic 
ttcription  of  his  own  situation,  under  the 
sight  of  government,  though  surrounded 
ith  idl  the  power  and  pageantry  of  admi- 
iatration;  but  said  that  in  spite  of  all  this 
t  ahould  consider  himself  as  infinitely 
>ppy»^  if  in  the  last  moments  of  a  lire 
irat  in  the  service  of  his  country,  he 
WU  lay  he  had  done  any  thing  for  the 
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support  of  a  constitatioa  he  loved  and  ad- 
mired, and  of  the  best  laws  that  ever  were 
framed  for  the  happiness  of  mankind. 

Colonel  Sarrf  ooserved,  that  the  noblo 
lord  could  very  calmly  bear  to  hear  his 
faults  announced  from  some  quarters; 
that  his  lordship  stood  the  attacks  of  a  cer- 
tain northern  dialect  with  a  very  good 
grace,  but  he  was  instantly  shot  dead  with 
the  brogue ;  and  what  was  acknowledged 
to  be  extremely  candid  on  one  side  thd 
House,  was  downright  nuilice  from  the 
other.  He  accused  him.  of  kissing  the 
rod  that  had  been  held  by  IVfr.  Adam : 
that  hon.  gentleman,  ipdeed,  had  held  it 
with  much  grace  and  great  ability,  but  he 
believed  that  the  noble  lord  had  other  rea- 
sons; that  an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr« 
Burke)  had  often  exercised  it  with  great 
ffrace  and  much  ability,  and  yet  it  was  not 
kissed  by  the  noble  lord  when  in  his  hands* 
The  reason,  he  said,  which  induced  all 
America  to  take  up  arms  sooner  than  the 
noble  lord  had  expected,  was  to  oppose  a 
common  enemy :  the  circumstance  put 
him  in  mind  of  a  speech  made  by  marshal 
Schombere  to  the  British  troops,  as  th^ 
were  crossmg  the  river  Boyne  in  Irelano, 
<*  au  devoir  mes  enfims,  voil^  vos  enne- 
mis !''  He  then  entered  into  the  Hanove- 
rian measure,  and  in  his  usual  manner  told 
noanv  pleasant  stories  of  his  acquaintance 
in  that  country^  and  some  other  parts  of 
the  globe. 

'Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Sir,  when  I  per- 
ceive, and,  indeed,  most  sensibly  feel,  that 
the  patience  of  this  House,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  its  members,  are  almost  aa 
much  exhausted  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, as  the  treasures  and  resources  of  thiii 
country  are  likely  to  be  by  the  conse- 
quences of  our  Address,  I  shall  certainly 
take  up  as  little  of  their  time  as  possible. 
But,  Sir,  I  cannot  rest  satisfiea  in  my 
own  mind,  without  submitting  to  the 
House  a  few  short  reasons  for  my  most 
heartv  and  entire  dissent  from  the  pro- 
posed Address.  The  first  argument,  if  it 
can  be  called  so,  that  I  shafi  take  notice 
of,  I  mention  with  much  reluctance ;  be- 
cause. Sir,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted  by 
so  respectable  a  member  as  the  learned 
gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  it 
would  have  appeared  to  me  unworthy  of 
the  wisdom  and  dignity  of  this  assemblyy 
and  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of 
every  man  to  whom'  it  was  addressed;  I 
mean.  Sir,  the  unaccountable  attempt  that 
has  been  niade  to  persuade  us,  that  the  words 
of  thia  Address  ao  not  convey  any  kind  of 
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•pprolNitMm  of  the  measore  of  trantportiiig 
the  King's  Hanorerian  troops  to  the  gar- 
risons of  Gibraltar  and  Pbrt  Mahon.  It 
is  impoasible  to  use  any  other  argument 
against  this,  than  an  appeal  to  the  com* 
Bioo  sense  of  mankind.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  the  subiect  of  peasoning 
or  dispute ;  strip  ttof  sophistry,  of  the  false 
eoleurinff  with  which  it  nath  been  varnish- 
ed ;  read  the  clause  in  question  to  any  plain 
Inao,  and  if  he  does  not  say  that  it  expresses 
as  approbation,  a  thankful  admiration  of 
this  part  of  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
■misters,  I  have  lost  all  my  ideas  of  lan- 
guage, 1^1  understanding  of  the  import  of 
w>eim  If  there  is  any  member  of  this 
House  who  upon  barely  reading  the  words 
•f  this  Address,  entertains  n  serious  doubt 
upon  the  meaning  of  it,  his  mind  must  be 
ae  diferently  constituted  from  mine,  that 
|t  is  impossible  any  argument  I  could  use, 
could  make  the  least  impression  on  him. 
Rr  why,  Sir,  are  the  gentlemen  so  soli- 
citous upon  this  point  I  Why  are  they  so 
exceedingly  aiVaid^,  that  these  words  should 
be  understood  in  their  plain  sense  ?  Are 
,they  doubtful  of  their  own  measures? 
I>e  they  wish,  by  deluding  oar  under- 
standing, to  steal  from  us  an  approbation 
of  what  they  dare  not  themselves  defend  ? 
Do  they  tfalemselves  think  the  measure  in 
question  legal  and  proper?  If  they  do, 
why  not  approve  it  ?  Why  not  avow  the 
approbation?  Why  do  they  not  speak 
out?  <*  The  measure  is  right,  it  is  legal, 
it  is*  beneficial  to  this  country ;  the  Ad- 
dress does  approve  it,  and  it  ought  to  be 
approved/'  Surely,  Sir,  this  would  be  a 
more  rational*  and  manly  ground  for  sup- 
porting their  Address,  Uian  the  frivolous 
attempt  to  pervert  the  obvious  meaning  of 
words,  and  sophisticate   us  out  of  our 


So  much  has  been  said  of  the  legality  of 
this  measure ;  the  amiments  against  it 
have  been  so  fblly  and  ablv  stated,  that  I 
think  it  necessary  to  tfouble  the  House 
with,  very  little  upon  that  subject.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  saying,  that  I  entirely 
concur  in  the  opinion,  that  the  illegality 
of*  employing  or  supporting  foreign  forces 
in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, without  the  consent  of  parliament,  is 
deducible  from  the  same  principles  of  law 
and  the  constitution,  from  whence  our  an- 
cestors,- who  declared  the  rights  and  liber« 
tie9  of  the  subject  at  the  Revolution,  in- 
ferred the  illegality  of  raising  or  keeping 
an  amr^  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of 
peace  without  the  same  autbority  and  con* 


sent.  The  ohod^  and  contreal,  which  As 
ancient  principles  of  tim  haf^  Bariiei 
monarchy  ha^  with  so  moeK  wMansaj 
eautioii  established  ortr  the  power  sf  lbs 
sovereicn,  woudd  be  vain  and  nugatoiy  ia* 
deed,  if  that  sovereign  had  a  rig&,  by  In 
own  mere  authority,  to  establish  an  anaed 
force,  either,  of  natives^  or  much  aisiedf 
fereigners,  in  any  part  of  die  dtomiaioaisf 
this  crown,  without  the  consent  of  the  pes* 
pie,  expressed  m  this  great  ceuneO  or  tke 
nation.  The  n^ative  of  this  power,  Sr, 
was  one  6t  the  great  prrvtleges  whicA  the 
Bill  of  Rights  declared  te  be  the  as- 
doubted  ri(^ht  and  )fl>erty  of  the  sobjeet 
The  propositiott  deduced  from  the  ^nsd- 
ples  of  the  constitution  is  generd ;  it  va 
laid  down  in  the  terras  in  which  it  appean 
in  that  law,  because,  like  every  ^ng  dn 
that  is  Hiere  declared,  it  had  a  lefercnci 
to  Uie  grievances  recited  in  the  preaoMa 
Those  were  the  encroachnoents  which  Ai 
late  king  James  had  made  on  the  couKa^ 
tion  of  his  country.  Thoee  were  the  b» 
chiefs  immediately  to  be  remedied  by  dki 
Revdution;  and  accordinely  to  evoy 
clause  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  dedanliii 
of  the  right  is  ildapted  to,  and  co*exteBa«i 
with  the  violation  complained  of.  Tlusii 
the  true  reason  why  some  of  those  decto 
rations  appear  to  be  limited  in  dieirefr 
pression;  and  excludes  every  iofiMClP 
Miinstthe  ^erality  of  theproposi^'^ 
which  are  iaurly  deduc»ble  froni  the 
principles  of  reason  and  of  law. 

But,  Sir,  I  cannot  disnoias  this 
without  taldngsome  notice  of  a  most 
and  dangerous  doctrine,  which  has  prt 
ed  from  se  respectable  an  authority,  dUt 
demands  our  most  serious  attention.  It  h 
been  aasertedbythe  highest  law  aothoritj^ 
this  House,  **  That  the  raiang  or  be^ 
an  army  even  within  this  kinMom  in  tiia 
of  peace,  without  the  audiontj  of  piHif^ 
ment,  unconnected  with  the  iDi^gal  piv 
poses  to  which,"  he  admits,  **  it  nd  oeai 
perverted,  was  not  simply,  and  initsdf  oi* 
lawful,  before  the  passing  of  the  Kl  if 
Rights  at  the  Revolution,  and  therefbrsM 
the  clause  in  that  statute,  which  deebreik 
to  be  so,  created  a  new  law,  and  ^^ 
merely  declare  an  ancient  fundioNK 
principle  of  the  constitution/*  If  dai^ 
true  of  that  clause.  Sir,  it  may  as  wsBli 
applied  to  every  other  in  the  Bill  o^^^N^ 
and  the  consequence  of  that  doctrise  *■ 
be,  that  all  the  privileges  there  asserted  H 
be  the  ancient  rights  of  the  subject,  vsf* 
hot  in  truth  so,  but  were  new  ac^isitiM 
orgenereue  giRs  at  the  RerahitiflB :  m 
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ihit  Ik*  ctaclv94ioDe  iind  ^eviaioiif  of  Ibsl 
iieille^t  hfm  vn  not  t^  be  extended  be- 
yeed  the  woids  of  it,  or  applied  to  other 
fMB  dedncible  htm  the  aeme  priaciple^ 
pf  the  eonatilutieny  whieh  tbey  ceMttaiij 
ihould  be^  IB  tbe  meet  libetal  memiery  if 
il  ii  mevel^  deeleratory  of  the  cokhqoh 
hir  and  encieAl  coostitulioD  of  the  king- 
And. 

Biit»  ndofiendent  of  ell  other  reasoniMiy 

the  clear  aod  unambiguous  vorde  of  Uie 

km  ileeif>  g we  the  moet  Aecisiva  refutation 

to  80  stnAge  a  dnetrine.    If  there  is  way 

eoe  ataiute  ia  the  whole  book  wbicb  b 

nore  dearly  and  preeminently  deckini- 

liKj  of  tbe  apcieac  laar  than  all  otbert» 

it  ia  certainly  the  Bill  of  Rights.    Tbe 

Msamble  recites.  **  That   the  late  king 

MMsSf  by  the  aasiatance  of  evil  counsellors. 

Aid  emdbBveur  to  subverc  the  laws  and  li* 

Wtiea  of  this  kingdoin/'  in  several  parti* 

ealars,  which  are  there  recited ;  all  which 

ate  affrmed  to  be  *^  direetly  coatrarv  to 

Ihe  known  laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm." 

jCeaAranr  to  what  laws,  Sis?  Sorely  not  to 

those  wmoh  they  were  then  goiog  to  make ; 

but  to  those  aBcient»  and,  in  the  words  of 

liie  Act,  known  laws,  which  existed  at  the 

lime*  and  long  before  the  violatkms  0009- 

pisiaed  of.    The  Act  then  goes  on  to  say, 

Ihst  the  Lords  and  Commons,  <'  for  as* 

.ssrting  their  ancient  rights  and  liberties  do 

dadtir»»"  several  particolani,  aod  amongst 

\tte  rest,  **  that  raising  or  keeping  a  stand* 

hgarmy  within  the  kingdom,  in  time  of 

yesce,  unless  with  consent  of  parliament^  is 

^.fgainst  law,''  and  they  *<  daim  and  insist 

:  ijpeo  all  the  premises  as  their  undoubted 

'  jl^btsand  liberties ;"  and  it  is  declared  and 

^aaeted,  that  all  tfie  rights  and  liberties  so 

jlaimed  **  are  the  troe,  ancient  and  indu* 

%ilaUe  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 

aftfiis  kingdom.''    These  words,  Sir,  are 

tee  strong  and  dear  to  need  a  comment; 

and  on  them,  with  confidaoce,  I  rest  this 

Mtfeer  in  dispute, 

I  most  trouble  tbe  House  with  a  word  or 
;  pn  OB  another  very  stranga  argument,  in- 
iaed,  whidi  seemed  to  be  used  yesterday 
vith  a  sort  of  triumph,  and  has  been  re- 
ed in  the  course  of  this  day's  debate, 
gfa  with  some  attempts  to  soften  it  a 
^  and  take  off  from  that  glaring  ab- 

dtty  which  has  already  been  so  ably  ex- 
faeed:  this.  Sir,  is  the  comparison  that 
laa  been  •  made  between  this  American 
^Far  end  some  others  in  our  history,  which, 
ihMuh  they -were  blundering  and  unsuc- 
9tmm  ia  tne  be^ning;  were  glorious  and 
prosperous  in  theereot;  from  whence  tbe 
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strange  inleieiiQa  has  been  drawBy  that  be« 
cauae  this  has  been  at  least  equally  Uun^ 
deriifg,  and  unfortunate  in  its  outlet,  i% 
sl)euld  therefore  be  similar  in  its  future 
glory  and  success  ?  and  the  much  stronger 
oonsequence,  that  we  ought  to  pursue  the 
8Bn»e  kind  of  measures  that  have  proved 
%o  iiDfortunate»  and  ccmtinue  to  place  our 
eonfidence  in  the  same  men  who  have  be^ 
g^ttilty  of  those  blunders  and  aoistdces.  A 
right  hoo,  gentleman  who  spoke  early  in 
this  day's  o^te  endeavoured  to  state  ti)is 
arlih  more  appearance  of  reason  thus-««*I 
do  not  profess.  Sir,  to  repeat  his  very 
words,  but  I  believe  i  can  be  pretty  exact 
as  to  the  substance :  **  It  is  not,"  said  he, 
«  so  absurd  aod  ridicidous  to  allege,  that 
because  we  had  not  last  yeor  full  informs* 
tion,  because  we  had  reason  to  trust  to  ap» 
pearances  and  probabilitiea  that  have  da*" 
ceived  us,  because  trusting  to  them  we 
had  not  a  force  si^cicnt  nor  efficaciously 
employed,  we  are  not  therefore  to  infev^ 
that  when  we  have  full  information)  whom 
those  errors  we  looked  into  are  recti- 
fied, and  a  sufficient  force  is  efficaciously 
employed,  our  measures  should  not  be  at* 
tended  with  more  prosperous  success.'*  I 
do  not  contend.  Sir*  for  that  infiirence; 
on  the  contrary,  J  am  fully  persuaded,  that 
a  rectification  of  our  late  errors  and  bku^ 
ders,  and  total  change  of  our  qieaauresi 
adopted  upon  full  information,  would  be 
attended  with  a  pro^eroua  and  happy 
event :  but.  Sir,  I  do  contend  for  the  n^ 
ference  from  these  premiaea,  that  we  are 
net  to  trust  tbe  same  qien  who  have  se 
blundered  ^  and  been  deceived,  or  pursue 
even  to  a' greater  extent,  the  same  mea- 
sures that  have  nearly  undone  us.  Let  me 
ask  the  riglit  hon.  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  why  had  they  not  full  information 
in  matters  of  such  importance  ?  Why  did 
thev  trust  to  uncerCain  appearances  and 
probabilities  that  have  deceived  tbeo^ 
when  the  fate  of  the  empire  was  at  stake  i 
If  they  judged  force  necessary,  why  had 
they  not  a  sufficient  force  f  And  why  was 
not  that  force  efficaciously  employed? 
Are  those  men  fit  for  the  mansgement  of 
great  affiiirs,  who  neglect  the  means  of  ini- 
rormation  that  are  m  their  power?  Are 
ministers  equal  to  the  government  of  a 
areat  empire,  who  trust  the  fate  of  it  to 
deceitful  appearances  and  the  chapter  of ' 
accidents  ^  Or,  ought  they  to  be  trusted 
with  the  direction  of  fleets  and.  armies, 
who  do  not  know  what  force  is  sufficient 
for  their  own  plans  and  designs,  or  how  it 
should  be  most  effiiCtuaUy  eo^oyed  i 
[lEJ  . 
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I  shall  nowy  Sir,  entreat  the  indulgen^ 
of  the  House,  while  I  state,  as  shortly  as 
I  coDy  some  6f  the  reasons  why  I  am 
against  the  whole  of  this  sanguinary  Ad- 
dress ;  and  why  I,  for  one,  cannot  con- 
sent, to  pledge  my  self  for  the  truth  of  pro- 
positions, respectmg  which  I  have  no  evi- 
dence or  information  before  me ;  and  the 
approbation  of  measures,  which  I,  from 
my  soul,  detest  and  abhor.  I  shall  not 
enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  Speech  or 
Address,  which  have  been  so  ably  observed 
upon,  in  the  course  of  two  long  days'  de- 
bate. I  oppose,  Sir,  the  whole  pnnciple 
of  the  Address,  because  the  avowed  ten- 
dency of  it,  18  to  plunge  us  still  deeper 
in  an  unhappy  civil  war,  and  to  pledge  us 
to  support  a  system  of  measures,  which 
appear  to  me*  to  threaten  ruin  and  de- 
struction to  this  devoted  country.  I  am 
against  the  present  war,  Sir,  because  I 
think  it  unjust  in  its  commencement,  in- 
jurious to '  both  countries  in  its  prosecu- 
tion, and  ruinous  in  its  event  It  is 
staking  the  fate  of  a  great  empire  against 
a  shadow.  The  ouarrel  which  occasioned 
it,  took  its  rise  from  the  assertion  of  a 
rigfit,  at  best  but  doubtful  in  itself;  a 
right,  from  whence  the  warmest  advocates 
for  it  have  long  been  forced  to  admit,  that 
this  country  can  never  derive  a  single 
shilling  of  advantage.  In  spite  of  all  the 
sophistry  that  has  been  used,  and  all  the 
declamation  we  have  heard  on  the  dignity 
of  this  country  and  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, the  right  of  taxation  is  the  only 
real  and  original  subject  of  the  dispute 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
This  doubtful  and  unprofitable  right  has 
been  attempted  to  be  asserted  and  en- 
forced by  a  series  of  laws,  the  most  op- 
pressive, the  most  violent,  tlie  most  arbi- 
trary, unjust  and  t3rrannical,  that  ever 
disgraced  the  annals  of  any  civilized  na- 
tion upon  earth.  I  will  not,  now,  Sir, 
enter  into  the  particulars  of  these  laws, 
but  I  mean  the  whole  system  of  American 
legislation,  from  the  Boston  Port  Bill  to 
the  present  time. 

This  system  of  laws.  Sir,  has  produced 
its  natural  eiiect ;  it  lias  driven  your  co- 
lonies into  rebellion,  and  we*  are  now 
called  upon  to  concur  in  exerting  the' 
whole  power  of  this  nation,  in  enforcine 
by  blood  and  destruction  that  unjust  and 
arbitrary  system.  The  injustice  of  these 
measures  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  de- 
termine me  against  giving  them  approba- 
tion or  support.  But  when  I  consider  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  them,  I  am 
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still  more  stron|1y'confirmed  in  diat  opi- 
nion.   The  war  m  wliich  we  are  eng^ed 
is,  of  all  others,  in  its  natare«  the  dmsC 
ruinous  and  destnictivek    Whatever  msy 
be  the  event,  we  most  be  the  sdferen; 
for  such  is  the  unhappy  nature  of  the  ooo- 
test,  that  the  losses  and  misdiiefr  of  bolh 
sides  must  ultimately  ftll  upon  us.  WhoM 
treasures  will  be  exhausted  by  die  a** 
pence  \  Whose  commerce  will  be  noned 
and  destroyed  ?  The  blood  of  whoae  tab- 
jects  will  be  spilt,  but  those  of  the  Bii< 
tish  empire  ?  If  such  are  the  present  e& 
iects  of  this  war,  the  event  must  be  KiD 
more  fktal  to  this  kingdom.    Let  us  oon- 
sider  it.  Sir,  upon  either  suppositioD  of 
success  or  disappointment,  of  conqoeitor 
defeat.    The  present  situation  of  the  co- 
lonies, their  union,  their  conduct,  thdr 
enthusiastic  n>irit  of  liberty,  and  thefttil 
experience  or  the  last  campaign,  has  fattjT 
convinced   every  man,    even   the  inoit 
sanguine,  that  we  cannot  expect  hloodlos 
laurels,  or  an  easy  conquest.    We  maul 
lay  our  'accounts  for  the  most  sianBBt 
and  dangerous  resistance ;  and  if  a  foB 
exertion  of  all  the  powers  and  icioaroei 
of  this  kingdom,  wnich  i  am  fer  fitM 
thinking  the  most  probable  event,  diodd 
at  length,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  cobf 
test,  m  which  both  sides  wiU  be  ahnoit 
equally  exhausted,  prevail  over  every  e& 
fort  of  liberty,  reduce  the  colonies  to  i 
forced  submission,  and  complete  the  cos* 
quest  of  America  ^  in  what  respect  shil 
we  be  gainers  by  such  a  conquest  \  Wbrt 
shall  we  acquire  at  such  an  expence,  ivst 
the  empty  assertion  of  an  unprofitsUs 
sovereignty  over  desolated  provinces,  ors 
few  miserable  slaves  ?    Instead  of  tboiS 
flourishing   dominiofis,   the   wealth   ssi 
commerce  of  which  has  rendered  us  tbt 
greatest  nation  in  the  world,  we  shall  find 
ourselves  possessed  of  a  vast  territorfi 
which,    diained    of    the   sources,  friM 
whence  that  greatness  flowed^  that  cosh 
municated  itself  so  plentifully  to  us,  vi 
be  not  only  useless  and  anprofitable^  bst 
burthensome  and  destructive ;  acquirai 
by  violence  and  force,  it  cannot  be  pi^ 
served  but  by  the  same  means ;  and  oar 
acknowledged  revenues,  must  be  still  ftr* 
ther  drained,  by  the  constant  expence  m 
fleets  and  armies,  to  support  our  uojoit 
authority,  and  to  defend  from  foreign  io- 
vasion   those  provinces  which*  we  shsl 
have  deprived  of  the  means  of  defend 
themselves.    These,  Sir,  are  the  lii(>pf 
consequences  that  we  may  expect  frsot 
the  most  prosperous  success. 
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But  Mppoie  Sht  a  moment  the  event 
ibould  be  different;  suppose  the  extent 
end  natural  advantages  of  their  country, 
their  distance  from  us,  that  union  which 
tax  measures  have  produced^  and  above 
sU  that  ardour  of  liberty,  that  enthusiastic 
and  desperate  spirit,  which  our  ioiustice 
sod  oppression  have  excited,  should  carry 
the  Americans  through  the  dreadful 
itraggie  with  success,  and  enable  them 
10  the  end  to  baffle  and  defeat  the  utmost 
exertions  of  their  infatuated  and  deluded 
oooDtry.  In  the  course  and  event  of 
luch  a  struggle,  is  it  possible  to  suppose 
that  America  will  not  follow  the  dangerous 
example  which  we  are  going  to  set  her, 
of  having  recourse  to  foreign  assistance ; 
that  in  the  future  establishment  of  her 
commerce,  she  will  not  give  the  preference 
to  any  nation  in  Europe,  over  that  which 
Itts  attempted  to  enslave  and  destroy  her. 
Sad  has  not  desisted  from  the  unnatural 
attempt,  till  after  the  utmost,  though  in- 
fffisctual  exertion  of  all  her  power  and 
loources  ?  In  what  situation  will  Great 
Britain  then  find  herself?  Her  colonies 
will  dot  only  be  totally  lost  to  her,  but,  at 
host  as  to  the  benefits  of  their  commerce, 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  other  powers, 
most  probfibly  her  natural  enemies.  Re« 
dttcea  to  her  insular  dominions;  curtailed 
la  her  commerce ;  the  principal  source  of 
her  wealth  and  naval  power  transferred 
iato  the  hands  of  her  enemies;  her  blood 
and  treasures  exhausted;  her  revenues 
basened ;  oppressed  with  an  enormous 
debt,  and  oebilitated  with  unsuccessful 
exertions;  she  will  lose  her  power  and 
eomequence  in  the  system  o^  Europe,  and 
be  exposed  almost  a  defenceless  prey  to 
the  first  neighbour  who  shall  ohuse  to  in- 
vade her. 

These,  Sir,  are  the  consequences  which 
nnst  ensue  from  the  measures  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  approve  and  support. 
Whether  they  are  followed  by  defeat  or 
iBocesB,  they  will,  almost  with  equal  cer- 
tain^, destroy  the  power,  the  glory,  the 
happiness  of  this  once  great  and  flourish- 
ing empire*  It  is  my  opinion  that  we  can- 
not conquer  America ;  I  have  not  a  doubt, 
tet  we  cannot  acquire  or  maintain  a  be-  j 
neficial  sovereignty  over  her  by  violence 
ind  force. 

But,  shall  we  give  up  our  colonies  with- 
out a  struggle ;  without  an  attempt  to  pre- 
ierve  our  dominion  over  them  ?  Tnat, 
Sir,  is  not  my  opinion ;  I  think  we  shall 
W  that  dominion,  I  am  sure  we  shall  lose 
all  benefit  from  it  by  oppreaaion,  vioteacei 


and  war ;  but  it  may  atiU  be  preserved  by 
juatice,  moderation,  and  peace.  The 
Americana,  it  is  said,  will  be  sa^ed  with 
nothinff  leas  than  absolute  independence. 
They  do  not  say  so  themselves,  Sir;  thiey 
have  said  the  direct  contrary,  **  Restore 
the  ancient  constitution  of  Uie  empire, 
under  which  all  parts  of  it  have  flouriahed ; 
place  ua  in  the  situation  we  were  in  the 
year  1763,  and  we  will  aubmit  to  your  re« 
gulations  of  commerce,  and  return  to  our 
obedience  and  constitutional  subjection.^* 
This,  Sir,  is  the  kmguage  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. •   .  . 

Is  this  a  claim  of  absolute  independence  I 
Were  they  independent  of  this  country  in 
1763,  or  at  any  preceding  period  ?  Will 
any  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  rise  up  and  say  that  they  Were  \  If 
they  were  not,  they  do  not  now  claim  to 
be  so.    If  they  were  then  independent,  it 
was  in  that  state,  that  those  advantages  of 
wealth  and  power  flowed  from  them,  which 
raised  us  but  a  few  years  ago  to  the 
greatest  height  of  eminence  and  glory, 
and  set  us  at  the  head  of  all  the  natlona 
of  the  world.    But  our  ministers  tell  ua 
they  wUl  not  in  truth  be  content  with 
what  they  themselves  have  professed  to 
demand.    Have  you  tried  them  \   Make 
the    experiment.    Take    them    at   their 
word.    Repeal  the  Acts  that  have  passed 
since  17639  and  put  them  on  the  Acting 
of  their  old  system  of  colonial  administra* 
tion.     Surely,  Sir,  it  is  a  less  expensive 
and    dangerous    experiment,    than    that 
which  we  are  now  so  strongly  urged  to 
make.    If  it  should  fail.  Sir,  bow  are  wo 
injured?  Will  our  blood  be  ^ilt  by  it? 
Will  our  treasures  be  exhausted?    Will 
our  strength  or  our  resources  be  the  less  ? 
If  the  Americans  should  recede  from  their 
own  proposals;   if  they  will  be  Content 
with  nothing  less  than  an  independence 
equally  opposite  to  the  true  interest  of 
both  countries;  you  may  then  have  re« 
course  to  war,  if  it  should  then  be  thought 
advisable  ;  and  you  will  do  it  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  united  instead  of  a  divided 
people  at  home.    The  colonies  will  not 
have  a  single  friend  on  this  side  the  At- 
lantic ;  there  will  not  be  a  single  man  who 
will  not  think  their  resistance  a  most  un- 
natural  and   unjustifiable  rebellion ;    in- 
stead of  thinking   tliem,.  aa  I  now  do, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  engaged  in 
a  noble  and  glorious  strugale,  even  if  it 
should  be   carried  on  with   a  mistaken 
zeal,  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  their 
libertiesi  and  the  Batumi  rights  of  man* 
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lund.— Sir,  I  could  not  be  eiBj  to  orf 
owB  inind>  without  eotertii^  the  strongeot 
md  moct  public  protesteitioBB  egaiost  mea* 
tares  which  i^pear  |o  me  to  be  fraught 
with  the  dettruction  of  this  mighty  eo»- 
pire.  I  wash  my  hands  of  the  blood  of 
thy  feUow  subjects ;  aod  shall  at  least  have 
this  satisfactioDy  amidst  the  impending 
calftmities  of  the  public*  not  only  to  tbink 
that  I  have  not  contributed'  to,  but  that  I 
have  done  all  in  my  power  to  oppose  and 
avert,  the  ruiri  of  my  country. 

Sir  GiUfcrt  EUiat  defended  lord  North 
from  the  attack  made  on  his  indolence 
And  inactivity;  and,  besides  arguing  in 
support  of  his  lordship's  conciliatoiy  pro- 
position of  last  year,  said,  he  would  not 
give  his  consent  to  the  sanding  a  large 
Armament  to  America,  without  sending  at 
the  same  time  terms  of  accommodation. 

Mr*  Rigby  rallied  colonel  Barr^  upon 
bis  numerous  acquaintance.  He  was  al- 
ways much  pleased  and  entertained  with 
the  stories  ot  that  hon.  gendeman ;  nay, 
he  was  even  entertained  with  the  history 
ke  had  given  of  his  own  life  the  day  be- 
fore, though  he  must  own  that  it  came 
with  a  bad  gralce  from  a  person's  own 
moiith.  He  then  made  an  avowal  of  his 
principles,  and  declared  be  voted  for  the 
Address  merely  because  it  was  to  sanction 
Coercive  measures*  He  was  firmly  of  opi- 
nion that  America  must  be  conquered, 
and  that  the  present  rebellion  must  be 
crushed  ere  the.  dispute  would  be  ended. 
There  were  faults  somewhere,  but  he  did 
not  know  whether  they  were  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  sea  or  land.  As  to  con- 
ciliatory plans,  he  was  as  much  for  them 
as  any  man ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  fight 
fbr  a  paltry  tea  duty ;  but  wished  to  be 
understood,  that  in  saying  so,  he  did  not 
by  any  means  give  up  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion, although  it  might  not  be  politic  to 
insist  on  it  at  present ;  and  he  quoted  the 
authority  of  lord  Chatham^  to  prove  that 
it  was  a  doctrine  held  in  the  House  ten 
years  ago,  and  that  the  eaH  had  himself, 
*when  minister,  declared  the  Americans 
■bould  not  manufacture,  that  they  should 
not  make  a  horse-nail.  He  concluded 
with  hoping  the  minister  would  act  with 
becoming  vigour  jn  America,  and  he 
doubted  not  ^success. 

.  Mr«  Dfmp^r.  I  do  not  rise.  Sir,  to  trou- 
ble the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  question 
more  immediatriy  under  its  consideration. 
Theaoble  lord  (North)  has,  in  my  opi- 
mon,  eoncladed  that  matter  fiilly  and  de- 
aisibly.    He  has  daekied  hia  wilMngnese 
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to  accept  of  an  iadeauNty,  if  te  legAj 
of  the  aseasore  of  introdoobg  foi«ip 
troopa  into  our  distant  garrisons  and  ibiii 
shall  appear  doubtful  to  the  Heose.  Tli| 
expediency  of  that  measure  nobody  ksi 
di^iuted,  its  legality  alone  is  aalisd  k 
question,  and  in  my  opinion  very  Jistlj  sS| 
but  as  this  point  vrill  be  settled  1^  ta  sH 
of  indemnity,  what  more  oMi  we  itml 
The  business  is  condoded.  But,  8ir,  1 
am  induced  to  say  a  lew  words  on  sosm* 
thing  that  fbll  from  the  same  ndble  hr^ 
and  that  has  since  fallen  from  other  p»* 
tlemen  of  great  authority  ia  thb  Hoatf  t 
from  what  they  have  said.  Sir,  a  r^  sf 
comfort  breaks  in  upon  ua»  Tliit  mA 
and  portentous  cloud  that  has  hmig  IS 
long  over  Great  Britain  and  AsBm% 
fraught  with  numberiess  ilia  to  both,  bs* 
gin^tobt^ak  and  clear  up.  Within  thil 
hslf  hour  I  am  indaced  to  entertsiB  S 
hopoi  to  which  I  have  been  long  astrssgeiii 
that  there  will  be  an  end  to  bloodiMi 
and  that  peace,  harmony,  and  happia—^ 
may  be  again  restored  to  tbis  diitnelri 
empire.  To  forward  this  most  doBinbll 
object,  as  fkr  as  lies  in  my  power,  is  mf 
sole  motive  for  saving  a  very  few  wsrifc 
The  noble  lord  has  disclumed  any  la* 
tention  of  enslaving  America.  He  IMI 
gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  he^  would  ail 
object  to  restoring  her  to  the'  fSMisg  si 
which  she  stood  in  the  y«ar  1768,  w« 
there  a  probability  of  America  beiag  ast 
satisfied  with  this  conoetsiom  Aoolktf 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rigbj)  hm 
just  now  declared  that  he  will  net  IgM 
with  America  for  a  paltry  duty  upoo  tsa 
And  a  third  right  hon.  gentleman  (nrGt 
Elliot)  has  expressly  affirmed,  thathevil 
not  eonseot  to  an  armament  sailing  sgaisi 
America,  unless  the  same  fleet  shall  curj 
reasonlabie  oArs  of  accommodation  tow 
quarter  of  the  globes  There  anpears,  At 
the  first  time,  by  what  has  raJleD  Ml 
those  three  noble  and  honourable 


a  disposition  to  reUnquiah  the  great  tat 
of  contention  between  our  coloMei  arf 
Ui^r  parent  state;  I  mean.  Sir,  the  el0^ 
CISC  of  the  right  6f  taxing  them,  onrcpie* 
sented  as  they  are,  in  parluraent.  I  ho|M^ 
Sir,  the  House  will  revert  to  our  aacM 
system  of  governing  the  colonies;  ^  ^ 
we  abandon  this  new-fangled  sjstaa  4 
taxing  them  her^  a  system  no  okier  tta 
the  conclusion  of  the  hut  war,  I  wffl  vet* 
tore  to  affirm  that  no  coercive  nnMrt* 
short  of  extermination  will  ever  ixnfi 
the  Amerfcans  to  aid)init  to  It 
'Qiere  ia  no  wb^ec^  on  whick  I  !■** 
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tmfhfU  ttoft  tfiMficmi  thiii  ott  th* 
gmd4«  of  oar  pfMent  dfapate  with  Amr- 
Umi  the  Msolt  lUM  bMn  M  apiaiod  by 
which  I  believe  I  ^all  ibido  as  long  is  1 
hieathe ;  it  i^  8ir^  thai  in  iMy  OMtdeAce 
I  chink  tlie  daim  of  Ae  Attiorlcaiift  is  jfift 
aid  weU-fouiidedi  to  ba  lefl  in  the  ft«a 
ixerdfle  af  the  right  of  tanltig  thaiiisalVas 
k  their  leveral  proWfieiid  aisembiiafi,  in 
iIm  Mme  manner  that  Ireland  now  does 
Iftd  always  has  done.    By  this  beautifuV 
fsrt  of  oar  oonatittition^  our  wise  aoces* 
ton  have  bbttod  together  the  different  and 
teuBt  parte  of  this  mighty  empire ;  by 
AiB  iingie  prindp]e»  heretoibre  inviolate, 
iley  have  oiffbsed  in  a  most  anexampled 
SHumer  the  blesi^gs  of  liberty  and  good 
gofennnent  through  our  remotest  pto* 
vioces.    Look,  Sir,  into  the  history  ot  the 
provtttces  of  other  states,  of  the  Roman 
^rsviness  in  ancient  time ;  of  the  French, 
eptflith,  Dutchi  and  Turkish  provinces  of 
nore  modern  date,  and  you  wul  find  every 
|age  of  it  stained  with  acts  of  oppressive 
Vbieoce,  of  cruel^,  injustice  and  pecula- 
tisn:  but  in  the  British  province^  the  an* 
nusi  meetings  of  their  little  assemblies 
hsfe  constantly  restrained  the  despotism, 
ind  corrected  the  follies  of  their  gover* 
iMn;  they  watch  over  the  administration 
itfiastice,  and  fh>m  time  to  time  enact 
lOGb  salutary  regulations  as  tend  to  pro* 
ttole  their   happiness   and    well   being. 
And  what^  Sir,  I  beseech  you,  could  in* 
Mfe  the  regular  meeting  of  those  assem*- 
hfies,  ever  ttionbleeotne  to  governors,  hot 
titeir  mtatning  in  their  own  hands,  like  us 
fet  home,  the  power  of  granting  tlie  funds 
aecesaary  for  defraying  the  current  ex- 
fence  of  govertmient.     Were  vour  pro- 
^itd  assenuMfes  deprived  of  tnia  power, 
i  cabnot  see  wherein  the  government  of 
'Atnerica  would  differ  from  that  of  Indes- 
tM>.    And  has  our  enqniffes,  in  a  former 
sesdoQ,  into  the  adtni nistration  of  Bengal, 
Mde  OS  in  love  whh  the  eastern  species  of 
Roremment?    Do  wie  serioufly  wish  to 
mmsplant  the  rapine  and  cruelties  of  In« 
&  to  AmeritSB  i  But  now,  Sir,  that  this 
lyttan  is  given  up  to  our  colontea,  peace 
^1,  I  hope,  speedily  follow  tbe  eonces'> 

tUNI* 

i  cannotf  Shr,  but  commend,  m  the 
^^i^miest  terms,  the  intention  exprened 
h  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  of  sending 
'  commts^n  to  Ametfca  to  ein|>ower  per«> 
fcwonthe  spot,  to. receive  submissions, 
is  ftmove  oppressive  restrictions,  and  to 
Snmt  nardons  and  other  indulgences  to 
^>tt  fdlow  eitiacSBi  across  tbe  AHatttic. 
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There  it  but  one  step  mors  Mcessavy  to 
be  taken,  and  peace  wilf.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  be  cmtab  aed  infollible  i  and  hi 
relation  to  that  step  alooa  have  I  ventured 
10  riae  on  the  present  occasieo.    It  haa 
already  been  touched  upon  by  ao  hoe* 
gentleman    (Mn  Jaases  Orenville)  who 
always  expresses  himself  with  elegoncO 
and  prapriety«    The  point  I  meaii^  Bir^  ia 
that  nis  Majesty's  eonmnsaioners  may  bO 
empowered  to  treat  with  the  Congress.    I 
am  convinced,  Sir,  that  America  will  net 
listen  to  a  treaty  through  any  other  me* 
dium;  it  stands  to  reason  and  common 
senses  he  will  not ;  for  the  Congress  n  not 
only  the  sole  existing  power  at  this  mo* 
ment  in  America,  but  it  is  to  tbe  union 
formed  by  means  of  the  Congress,  that 
America  owed  its  strength,  and  its  formic 
dable  power  of  resistance  1  without  such  a 
union,  twelve  wide-spread,  £ir-distant  pro* 
vinces,  thinly  peopled-  and   indhrrdually 
weak,  could  never  act  with  effect  In  de* 
fence  of  what  they  think  their  violated 
ri|fbts ;  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  they  will 
dissolve  this  firm  bond  of  union  till  theif 
grievances  are  redressed    May  1,  then, 
be  permitted  very  humbly  to  jmn  my  fee* 
ble  voice  to   the  hon.  gentleman's,  and 
entreat  the  ministry  that  tH>  fhlse  pride,  nO 
misplaced   idea  of  dignity  and  authority 
may  induce  them  to  forbid  the  conmiis* 
sioners  from    treating    for   and    seeking 
peace  where  alone  peace  may  be  found. 
Let  the  commissioners  be  vested  with  dis- 
cretionary  powers,  and  left  at^  least  with- 
out an  express  prohibition  to*^  treat  VHh 
that  body ;  or  let  some  means  be  devised 
of  Iegali2ing  a  Congress,  by  calling  one 
pro  re  liata  under  his  Majesty's  authority. 
The  commissioners  will,  Sir,  I  hope,  be 
well  chosen,  will  be  men  of  rank  and  cha* 
racter,  men  of  known  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  and  revered  for-services  done 
to  their  country ;  and  neither  too  much 
attached  to  Britain  nor  America,  but  if 
possible,  impartial  in  their  opinion  con- 
cerning the  present  contest. 

When  men  such  as  1  have  described, 
giving  weight  and  dignity  to  the  commis- 
sion they  bear,  come  to  treat  and  to  reason 
with  the  Americans,  much  may  be  urged  to 
quiet  their  jealousies  and  apprehensions, 
and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  wonted  al- 
legiance to  the  King,  and  subordhiation  to 
this  country.  •  They  may  be  told.  Sir,  and 
told  with  truth,  that  parliament  is  not  so 
determinatdy  obstinate  on  the  measure  of 
taxation  as  they  apprehend.  Thev  may 
be  remitided  Aat  it  parliaiiieut  taxed  thsA 
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in  1764,  the  same  parliament,  finding  this 
weli-meaot  but  injudicious  measure  offen* 
sive  to  America,  repealed  the  tax  in  the 
year  1765.  They  may  be  told  that  on 
the  memorable  occasion  of  repealing  the 
Stamp  Act,  their  great  champion,  the 
earl  of  Chatham,  laid  the  claim  of  Ame- 
rica only  to  an  exemption  from  internal 
taxation.  The^  toav  be  also  toid  that 
the  seven  or  eight  dfuties  Sftenrards  im- 
posed,  were  not  internal  taxes,  but  ex- 
ternal port-duties  on  foreign  commo- 
dities. And  yet  in  consequence  of  those 
external  duties  being  disagreeable  to 
America,  they  were  all  repealed,  ex- 
cept this  miserable  three-penny  duty 
upon  tea.  And  when  to  those  argu- 
ments the  commissioners  can  add,  that 
parliament,  even  on  this  last  article,  is  dis- 
posed to  relax,  I  can  hardly  doubt  of  their 
success.  I  already  see  peace  and  har- 
mony restored.  1  see  the  two  countries, 
like  two  friends  who  have  quarrelled,  re- 
turning with  eagerness  to  their  ancient 
habits  of  friendship,  and  cementing  more 
closely  than  before  their  useful  connec- 
tion, and  affectionate  union.  How  ar- 
dently, Sir,  this  is  my  wish,  let  the  trouble 
I  have  now  ventured  to  give  you  this 
night,  bear  witness,  if  the  uniformity  of 
tny  conduct  for  eleven  years  that  tins  un- 
happy contest  has  subsisted,  should  not 
be  a  sufficient  testimony  of  my  sincerity. 

The  motion  for  recommitting  the  Ad- 
dress was  then  negatived.  Afler  which 
air  George*Yonge  moved  an  Amendment 
to  the  Address  by  inserting  after  the  words 
'<  maintenance  of  its  authority"  these 
words,  **  and  we  will  immediately  take  into 
OUT  consideration  the  measiireot  introduc- 
ing foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  do- 
minions of  Great  Britain,  without  the  pre- 
vious approbation  of  parliament."  The 
question  being  put,  the  House  divided, 
xhe  Yeas  went  rorth. 

r 

Tellers. 

Y-'' {S'r.  Powjr ''•ir  :}  72 

>^o«  {Kolt^ :  :  : }  ^^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Tlie  Commons'  Address  of  Thanks."] 
The  Address  moved  by  Mr.  Adand,  was 
then  agreed  to  as  follows : 

<*  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

*^  We,  your  Majesty's  .most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjectS|  the  Commons  of  Great 


Britain  in  parliament  asBembled,  be^ktit 
to  return  your  Majesty  the  hundile  dmsb 
of  this  House,  for  your  most  gndsw 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

**  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  assure  your  Mi- 
jesty,  that  we  have  long  lameated  the  con* 
dition  of  our  unhappy  fellow  sulnects  ia 
America;  seduced  firam  their  alfi^iaaas 
by  the  grossest  niisrepresentatioBi,  ind 
the  most  wicked  and  insidious  pretenoa» 
they  have  been  made  the  instrumenu  of 
the  ambition  and  traitorous  designs  of  thoie 
dangerous  men,  who  have  led  them  steo 
by  step  to  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and 
who  have  now  assumed  the  powers  of  so- 
vereign authority,  which  they  eiercise  is 
the  most  despotic  and  arbitrary  manoer, 
over  the  penMms  and  properties  of  this  ^ 
luded  people.  • 

**  Your  faithful  CommDns  took  a  sis- 
cere  part  in  your  Majesty's  benevoIeiU  and 
paternal  desire,  rather'to  reclaim,  than  to 
subdue,  the  most  refractory  of  your  colo* 
nies ;  and,  excited  by  your  Majesty's  greiK 
example,  we  were  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it 
had  been  possible,  the  effusion  of  thi 
blood  of  our  fellow  subjects,  and  the  oali* 
mi  ties  which  are  inseparable  from  a  siats 
of  war ;  we  still  hoped  that  your  Msjestj^ 
people  in  America  would  have  dtscendl ! 
the  traitorous  views  of  their  leaden,  wooUl 
have  considered  how  ruinous  even  thdf  | 
success  must  be  to  themselves,  and  beta  [ 
convinced  that  constitutional  subjeotiooto  | 
Great  Britain  is  the  freest  and  hsppwit  | 
condition  of  any  civil  society  in  the  koosi 
world :  but  we  now  see  with  indigoatioQi 
that  no  other  use  has  been  made  of  tbi 
moderation  and  forbearance  of  your  Ms* 
jesty  and  your  parliament,  buttostrengtha 
the  preparations  of  this  desperate  coosia^ 
racy :  and  that  the  rebellious  war  nov  le- 
vied is  become  more  general,  and  mani* 
festly  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  e^ 
blishing  an  independent  empire. 

(«  We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Msjeitf 
of  our  entire  concurrence  with  yoor  Ma- 
jesty, in  thinkmg  that  it  is  now  become  tfas 
part  of  wisdom,  and  (in  its  effects)  of  ci^ 
mency,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  these  ds" 
orders,  by  the  most- decisive  ezertioDa; 
and  that  we  learn  with  the  greatest  aaus* 
faction,  that,  for  this  purpose,  your  Ms* 
jesty  has  increased  your  naval  estsbliih* 
ment,  and  greatly  augmented  your  laid 
forces,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  tbs 
least  burthensome  to  your  kingdoois;  sod 
we  will  cheerfully  and  effectually  sappoit 
your  Majesty  in  such  necessary  messore^ 
and  enable  your  Majesty,  when  tbo  o^ci- 
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ttoo  sball  require  it,  to  Kwtdl  yourself  of  the 
Imndly  offers,  which  your  Majesty  has 
reoeiTed,  of  foreign  assistance :  we  Uiank- 
foQy  acknowledge  the  gracious  conside- 
libons  which  induced  your  Majesty  to 
tend  a  part  of  your  electoral  troops  to  the 
garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon^ 
m  order  that  a  larger  number  of  the  esta- 
blbhed  forces  of  this  kingdom  might  be 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority : 
and  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  return  your 
Majesty  our  particular  thanks,  for  pointing 
oat  to  us,  from  the  throne,  the  constitu- 
tkmal  resource  of  our  well-modeUed  and 
well-regulated    national    militia;    which, 

To  erery  great  emergency,  cannot  fail 
affording  security  to  your  Majesty's 
realm,  and  of  giving,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
tent and  activity  to  your  military  opera- 
tions. 

*'  It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  and 
gratitude,  we  hear  the  aflfectionate  declara- 
tion of  the  father  of  his  people,  that,  when 
tbeunhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  against 
whom  this  force  will  be  directed,  shall  be- 
come sensible  of  their  error,  your  Ma- 
jesW  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  misled 
witn  tendemeas  and  mercy;  and  your 
Mijesty's  gracious  communication,  of  your 
iotention  to  give  authority  to  certain  per- 
lons  on  the  spot,  to  grant  general  and 
particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  such 
manner,  and  to  such  persons,  *as  they  shall 
^bk  fit,^  and  to  receive  the  submission  of 
any  province  or  colony  which  may  be  dis- 
P«ed  to  return  to  its  allegiance,  demands 
oar  warmest  acknowledgments ;  and  we 
Aall  be  ready  to  give  our  concurrence  to 
nch  measures  as  may  best  contribute  to 
c>ny  your  Majesty's  wise  and  humane  in- 
tentions into  execution. 

*•  Every  motive,  and  every  interest,  that 
ttn  animate  the  hearts  of  loyal  subjects, 
m  upon  your  faithful  Commons  to  grant 
loyour  Majesty  such  supplies  as  the  cir* 
®«B«tance8  and  exigency  of  affiiirs  may 
H^qaire ;  and,  being  fully  convinced  that 
«e  security  of  every  benefit  and  advan- 
■^  derived  to  the  commerce,  the  manu- 
"^"^  and  the  navigation,  of  your  Ma- 
le's kingdoms,  from  the  American  co- 
j^J**  wust  ever  depend  on  their  being 
^^  in  that  due  subordination  to  the  legis- 
"f**^  of  Great  Britain  |n  which  the  con- 
■Wotion  has  placed  them,  we  should  be 
••■ting  in  the  dutjr  which  we  owe  to  our 
J*«tituents,  ourselves,  and  our  posterity, 
H  we  did  not  engage,  with  our  lives  and 
T^ei»  to  support  this  great  and  impor- 
*^  cause,  in  which  the  righta  of  your 


Majesty's  crown,  and  the  interests  of  your 
people  are  so  essentially  concerned ;  and 
we  hope,  and  trust,  that  we  shall-,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  put  such  strength  and 
force  into  your  Majesty's  hands,  as  may 
soon  defeat  and  suppress  this  rebellion, 
and  enable  your  Majesty  to  accomplish 
your  gracious  wish,  of  re-establishing  order, 
tranquillity,  and  hanpiness,  through  all  th^ 
parts  of  your  ifnitea  empire." 

The  King^s  AnstoerJll    His  Majesty  re* 
turned  this  Answer : 
.  "  Gentlemen ; 
/<  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for 
this  loyal  and  dutiful  Address :  I  promise 
myself  the  most  happy  consequences  from  ' 
the  very   zealous  and  affectionate  assu- 
rances of  the  support  of  my  faithful  Com*  . 
roons  at  this  great  and  important  conjunc- 
ture ;  and  I  have  a  firm  >confidence^  that, 
by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  justice  of 
the  cause,  and  by  the  assistance  of  my 
pariiament,  1  shall  be  enabled  to  suppresa 
this  dangerous  rebellion,  and  to  attain  the 
most  desirable  end  of  restoring  my  sul>- 
jects  in  America  to  that  free  and  nappy 
condition,  and  to  that  peace  and  prOspe* 
rity,  which  they  enjoyed,  in  their  consti* 
tutional  dependance  on  Great  Britain,  be- 
fore the  present  unhappy  disorders." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  employing 
Foreign  Troops  without  the  Consent  of 
Parliament.']  Nov.  1.  The  Duke  oS  Manr 
Chester  rose  and  said : 

My  lords;  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  subject  of  as  great  impor- 
tance to  the  liberty  of  this  country,  as 
America  was  to  its  wealth  and  power,  be- 
fore the  violence  of  the  times  had  wrested 
that  treasure  from  the  British  crown,  and 
spurned  the  jewel,  because  the  setting  ap- 
peared uncouth.  I  do  not  mean,  my 
lords,  to  dwell  long  on  the  unfortunate 
story ;  the  page  of  future  history' will  tell 
how  Britain  planted,  nourished,  and  for 
two  centuries  preserved  a  second  British 
empire ;  how,  strengthened  by  her  sons, 
she  rose  to  such  a  pitch  of  power,  that 
this  little  island  proved  too  mighty  for  the 
greatest  efforts  of  the  greatest  nations. 
Within  the  space  of  20  years,  the  world  be- 
held her  arms  triumphant  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe,  her  fleets  displayed  victorious 
banners,  her  sails  were  spread,  and  con- 
quest graced  the  canvas.  Historic  truth 
must  likewise  relate,  within  the  same 
little  space  of  time,  how  Britain  fell  to 
half  her  greatness;   how  strangely  lost. 
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covociby  our  gracious  sovereifiB,  Georg?    fiuropot  uut  •  €9rt«in  number  of  foraei 


Hy  aawnioro  thas  half  bii  empire  cruipble 
hescftth  hia  scaptre:  America,  laie  tbe 
alreogthy  now  the  foe  to  Britain,  dismeio- 
]Mre£  tora»  I  fear  for  ever  last,  to  Eog- 
laud,  whenoa  aha  sprung.  Widi  this  ca» 
lamtty  heavy  oo  us,  our  duty,  bterest,  and 
lore  to  that  country  which  still  remaina^ 
calls  on  us  to  he  strictly  wiHc^ful  of  its  U^ 
berty.  The  late  Speech  from  the  throne 
has  gtf  en  a  just  atajron^  has  made  a  wound 
upon  the  constitution,  which  if  not  quickly 
healed,  may  spread  a  dangerous  venom. 
The  sentiments  it  breathes,  are  Mk  of 
Ugber  daioM  of  prerogative,  than  any 
■peach  that  I  can  remeidber  since  the  Re. 
▼oltttion.  It  appears  to  contain  sights  of 
tfiis  council,  neglect  of  parliament,  iodif* 
feranoe  of  their  approbation.  The  part  I 
wish  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to, 
is  that  wherein  his  Majesty  informs  the 
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should  be  kept  up."  It  then  hniu  what 
the  number  should  be.  I  am  well  swaie, 
it  nmr  be  said,  the  garrisons  of  Gibnkn 
and  rort  Mahoo  are  not  m  that  auoiber;. 
whei»ce  or  for  what  reason  that  irtenla» 
rity  aroee,  I  am  ignorant:  bi)t  thm  ftrit 
is  cured,  that  they  are  aBnuanypranM 
for  as  to  pay  and  maintenance  b j  p«rli|p 
naeot,  and  therefore  must  be  luppUsd  ip« 
proved.  My  lords*  in  the  ooune  of  m 
late  war,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  ran 
a  regiment  of  AmericaDS,  of  4,000  bmd, 
in  which  some  foreign  officers  were  ts 
«erve ;  but  it  was  not  by  the  King's  pn* 
rogative,  but  by  act  of  parliaoieat.  At 
that  time  that  great  man,  lord  Cbalbn^ 
was  minister.  In  this  A(^  though  paaai 
amidst  all  the  turbulency  of  a  war,  jb* 
granU  beUQ,  the  greatest  precautieot  w<f9 
taken  to  guard  the  peofde's  rigbU;  tiu 


House,  *^  he  has  taken  possession  of  the  f  number  of  foreign  omcers  were  luniteito 


garrisoBs  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 
•vith  his  Hanoverian  forces."  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  impute  the  sentiments  of  this 
apeech  to  the  respectable  asouth  that  was 
aade  to  utter  it.  I  am  confident  his  Ma- 
jesty has  too  high  notions  of  what  is  right, 
tao  great  a  love  for  justice,  to  wish  to  in- 
vade knowingly  the  real  privileges  of  this 
nation.  I  may  go  further,  my  lords,  and 
even  acquit  the  ministers  of  any  wicked, 
premeditated  design  to  infringe  the  sub- 
jects' liberty.    I  do  not  think  sue 


such  evil  ef- 
them ;  but  1  cannot  so  eaaily  acquit  them 
laf  ignorance  of  our  laws,  or  indiflerence  or 
iaatieotion  to  them.  My  lords,  I  take  it 
lo  be  an  undoubted  truth,  an  axiom  in 
this  gevemoMot,  that  the  king  can  main- 
tain no  atanding  forces,  other  than  what 
aie  approved  by  parlifiaaent.  But  that  I 
oiay  not  appMoar  to  build  on  my  ewo  rea* 
aon  only,  give  me  leave  to  ^|uote  some 
Beta  of  parUameni  in  auppoit  of  what  I 
have  advanced.  I  must  begin  by  that 
^reat  dedaraftiaB  of  our  ljheiitie9,  (pe  Bill 
of  Rights.  This  Aet,  my  lords,  contains 
iJie  daim  of  various  indubitable  rights 
Arom  ancient  uaage^  nor  asks  as  fiivoura 
any  part.  It  is  a  capitulation  with  our 
kings.  The  Act  declares  the  vaiaiog  and 
haepiag  a  staadipg  urmy  wi^in  the  king* 
dom,  without  consent  of  parliamenl;,  is 
agaioat  law.  The  no%t  I  shall  quote  is 
l£e  Mutiny  Bin,  whiob  aeis  outia  the 
■Mpeambie,  in  the  words  of  the  Bill  of 
It^ti,  bui  proceeds,  ^  that  ii  is  nece*- 
aary  for  ii»  safety  of  the  kingdom,  tibe 
Aeteace  §£.  Ae  iwwf^aiflpa  of  the  creani. 
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fifty,  the  soldiers  were  to  be  natiuraliial 
subjects,  Protestants,  to  take  the  ocA 
1  Geo.  1|  and  the  cidonel  was  te  bs  • 
natural  born  subject. 

I  wiU  now  bring  your  lordship  dewats 
an  Act  of  later  date ;  ^  so  fresh  a  tistfk 
that  there  are  few  in  this  House  who  vat 
not  m  that  parliament  thai  passed  it:  I 
mean  the  8  Geo,  3,  to  increase  the  Iriik 
army.  ^  This  Aot  recites,  in  the  preaaiM^ 
the  Act  of  10  William,  for  disbanding  tie 
Irish  forces,  and  then  provides,  thatwil 
may  be  necessary  to  keep  up,  for  die  ^ 
fence  of  Ireknd,  12,000  men,  in  order  H 
give  some  assis^nce  to  the  foreign  gaidr 
sons,  the  army  should  be  hscreased  M 
L5,2a5,  all  natural  bom  subjects.  We  m 
here  the  King  caHing  for  asaistanri^  sf  ^ 
British  parliamoiit,  in  order  to  iacrsist 
the  army  in  Ireland.  He  doea  pet,  e«i9 
at  the  head  of  the  parliameBi  of  that  k«y 
dom,  thiikk  his  authority  suSdent,  vila» 
0U&  sanction  of  the  parliament  ef  GmI 
Britain,  to  make  the  least  additioa  ts  M 
farces^  I  n^uat  Ukewifia  take  aetiea^  wf 
Iprds,  that  it  will  be  uiattej  qS  much  doiA^ 
whether  Hanovariaa  foreea^  employed  tf 
Gibraltar  or  Mtocvca,  wi^  be  under  Mf  i 
hw  of  war.  The  ]V(^utiny  Act  eatends  M 
to  troops  therein  $pact&d,  or  votod  If 
parliament.  What  law  wall  they  thee  It 
under.'  They  cannot  carry  Baaavenp 
laws  with  them.  The  laws  of  Eufhfi 
alone qw  govern;  as  Britiahsubjects^thi 
will  be  under  tlie  protection  of  BiikiA 
laws.    My  lorcUy  the  SLing'a  prerv^fstits  I 
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his  dominions  than  another;  the  subject 
18  equally  protected  by  the  laws,  whether 
shivering  in  the  highlands  of  the  north,  or 
icorching  upon  Gibraltar's  rock.  The 
late  determined  case  of  Fabrigas  and 
Mofltyn,*  has  cleared  the  subjects'  rights. 
From  every  instance  1  have  had  the  ho- 
nour of  submitting  to  yoi^  and  from  the 
constant  practice,  I  must  infer,  that  the 
King  has  no  right  to  maintain,  in  any 
psrtof  the  dominions  of  the  British  crown, 
any  troops,  other  than  are  consented  to 
by  parliament,  both  as  to  number  and  to 
nation.  I  will  therefore  conclude  with 
moving,  "  That  bringing  into  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri> 
tain,  the  Electoral  Troops  of  his  Majesty, 
or  any  other  Foreign  Troops,  without 
the  previous  consent  of  parliament,  is 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional." 

The  Earl  of  liochfnrd  confessed,  that 
he  was  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
who  advised  the  measure,  against  which 
the  vote  of  censure  was  now  moved ;  that 
he  was  fully  satisfied  it  was  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable, and  was  ready  to  abide  the  con- 
lequences:  that  however  for  the  profes- 
sions of  any  noble  lord  might  go,  he  would 
yield  to  none  in  a  warm  and  steady  at- 
tachment to  the  constitution,  to  the  very 
Bill  now  so  justly  extolled,  the  Bill  of 
Sights,  that  great  foundation  of  our  liber- 
ties; but  saying  this,  he  could  not  per- 
ceive that  in  the  most  remote  degree,  that 
kw  could  be  construed  to  reach  the  mea- 
lure  DOW  so  peremptorily  condemped. 
for  his  part,  he  was  unable  to  see  how  it 
Handed  against  the  law,  either  in  letter 
€r  spirit.  The  clause  plainly  importing 
two  conditions ;  bringing  troops  **  within 
the  kingdom,"  and  **  in  time  of  peace ;" 
whereas,  it  was  evident  to  the  clearest 
demonstration,  that  the  troops  in  question 
were  no^  within  the  kingdom ;  nor  would 
i&y  lord  venture  to  affirm,  that  we  were 
«ow  debating  in  a  time  of  peace  and  tran- 
juiility.  Those  were  the  motives  which 
BMluced  him  to  concur  in  the  measure ; 
•or  had  he  heard  a  syllable  urged  against 
^  propriety  of  it,  since  it  became  a 
iMter  of  public  discussion,  sufficient  to 
wer  the  opinion  he  at  first  conceived. 
Bot  having  learned  that  a  noble  lord  in 
the  other  House  (lord  North)  who  was 
flovemed  by  the  same  reasons,  finding 
that  they  did  not  strike  several  gentlemen 
|b  the  same  light,  was  now  probably  mov- 
h)g  a  Bill  of  Indemnity,  for  the  purpose  of 
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dispelling  all  apprehensions;  and  a6  that 
would  of  course  meet  the  ideas  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  he  must  be 
under  the  necessity  of  moving  the  previ- 
ous question.  He  knew  how  unfavourable 
to  the  full  debate  and  discussion  of  ques- 
tions of  importance,  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  deemed;  yet,  he  believed, 
when  the  motives  he  now  alleged  wero 
attended  to  with  candour,  he  should  ap- 
pear fully  justified  in  the  opinion  of  every 
part  of  the  House.  '  His  lordship  resorted 
to  a  variety  of  other  arguments  m  defence 
of  the  measure,  particularly  on  the  ground 
of  expediency,  and  the  urgent  necessity 
there  was  for  adopting  it,  in  order  that 
the  troops  which  the  Hanoverians  were 
intended  to  replace  might  return  to  this 
kingdom,  so  as  to  forward  the  necessary 
embarkations  for  America  early  in  the 
spring.  He  observed,  that  the  fears  sug- 
gested by  the  noble  duke  were  ill-founded; 
for  still  there  would  be  a  considerable 
force,  composed  of  British  troops,  remain- 
ing in  the  garrisons ;  in  the  proportion  at 
least  of  1,400  to  1,000  in  one  fortress,  and 
600  to  900  in  the  other.  In  short,  his 
lordship  defended  the  measure,  on  ita 
being  legal,  constitutional,  and  expedient. 

Earl  Talbot  spoke  against  the  propriety 
of  the  Act  of  Indenmity,  alluded  to  by  tho 
last  noble  lord.  He  had  never  heard  it  so 
much  as  asserted,  that  an  Act  of  Indemnity 
answered  any  other  purpose,  than  to  se- 
cure the  advisers  of  measures  against  pri- 
vate actions,  arbing  from  damages  sus- 
tained by  personal  contracts.  Such  were 
the  cases  relative  to  the  importation  of 
hides,  and  stopping  the  ports  in  1766,  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  com.  As  to 
the  law  declaring  those  rights,  so  warmly 
contended  for  by  the  noble  duke,  it  could 
not  admit  of  a  eround  for  an  impeachment, 
bec&use  that  law  stated  nothing  as  de- 
scribing any  particular  species  of  offence, 
and  consequently  annexed  no  punishment* 
In  his  opinion,  therefore,  a  Bill  of  Indem- 
nity could  not  apply^  because  the  measure, 
if  at  all  illegal,  which  he  was  convinced 
it  was  not,  called  for  no  protection  against 
either  impeachment  or  private  actions. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  began  with  ex- 
pressing his  astonishment,  that  any  lord  ia 
that  House,  any  real  friend  to  his  country, 
any  man  who  loved  the  constitution  he  was 
bom  under,  could  employ  his  time  in  com- 
menting on  the  letter,  and  explaining  away 
the  spirit  of  that  great  bulwark  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  BiU  of  Rights;  that  lavr, 
which,  as  it  were,  circumscribe  within  it 
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the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
England.  He  should  not,  he  said,  enter 
into  the  quibbles  or  distinctions  of  West- 
minster-hall, or  weigh  eftch  word  tnd  sen- 
tence to  see  what  was  iVs  distinct,-  leesl  or 
grammatical  import.  No :  he  shouM  ap- 
peal to  the  spirit,  the  iatenttoo,  of  that 
new  Magna  Charta»  that  claim  of  old 
nghts,  newly  ascertained,  the  manifest 
purpose  for  which  it  was  framed,  the  co- 
existing circumstances  tiiat  gave  it  being 
oh  the  part  of  an  oppressed  people:  should 
look  upon  it  in  the  light  or  a  solemn  con- 
tract, entered  into  between  the  people  and 
their  newly  elected  sovereign  ;  a  compact 
meant  to  be  binding  on  their  respective 
posterity  and  successors.  Whenever  that 
aacred  palladium  was  taken  away,  at  that 
instant  he  would  be  bold  to  affirm,  the  laws, 
constitution,  and  liberties  of  England 
would  be  annihilated.  His  grace  next 
proceeded  to  recount  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances, previous  to  the  Revolution, 
which  made  such  a  declaration  necessary 
9t  that  period ;  and  adduced  several  co- 

fent  arguments  to  shew  that  James  2nd, 
ad  be  been  politic  enough  to  accede  to 
such  a  declaration,  might  with  less  noise 
and  infinitely  more  safety,  have  effected 
his  purposes,  than  he  could  have  done  by 
any  other  means ;  for  had  the  letter  of 
the  kiw  been  stretched  in  one  instance,  the 
apirit  explained  ^way  in  another,  the  bu- 
siness woold  have  been  executed  without 
risk  or  danger.  The  arguments  urged  by 
the  lords  on  the  other  side,  if  pushed  to 
their  full  extent,  would  go  much  farther 
0ian  periiaps  they  Chose  at  present  to 
a^ow.  Certainly,  if  <^  within  the  king- 
dom,'' did  not  comprehend  thepossestioos 
of  England,  foreign  troops,  to  any  number, 
$nd  on  an^  occasion,  might  be  legally  in- 
troduced mto  Scotland ;  for  the  argument 
went  fiurly  to  this,  Scotland  being  tiot 
within  the  kingdom  at  the  time  the  Bill  of 
Ei^its  was  passed,  foreign  troopa  may  be 
Introduced,  and  kept  on  foot  there,  w!th« 
tKtt  consent  of  parliament.  His  grace 
remarked,  diat  such  opinions  being 
enteitained  by  ^ reat  numbers  in  both 
Houses  of  rarhament,  was  not  what 
aank  so  deeply  into  his  mind ;  but  when 
he  heard  a  noble  lord,  high  in  office, 
(lord  Rochford)  one  of  his  Majesty's 
aecr^ries  of  state,  one  of  his  confi- 
dential servants,  hif^  ip  his  favour,  and 

having  the  ear  of  his  sovereign,  avow  sudi  |  he  entertain^  the  highest  cfbim, 
eentiments,  he  confessed   he  was  struck   been  prevyousiy  consulted  f 
with  astonishment  and  grief,  lest  such  dan-       The  Earl  <^  Rochjbrd  denied  tint  ^ 
gecoua  do^toviei  ma^  hiTe  made  an  im-  gmwy  assuHmeo  thit  tfaeMMfl^*** 


pref  sioii  on  the  bfest  of  oueds,  aefiiNrmitabM 
to  the  liberties  and  pe^ce  of  his  sabjeotsi 
yet  in  the  midHt  (>f  us  anxiely  en  this  a^ 
coiuit,  he  was  rej^ced  to  hear  iron  Ui 
lordship,  that  the  noble  lord  im  the  otW 
House,  and  bis  brethren  in  tiiitf,  meant  If 
bring  in  isuad  support  a  Bill  fdr  the  purpoii 
of  removing  the  apprehensions,  and  diw| 
peHing  the  jeidousies  produced  by  so  us* 
popular  and  unconstitntional  a  measofk 
If  this  #lto  to  be  the  case,  he  would,  (iff 
his  part,  accept  of  it,  and  would  wtdi 
postpone  the  motion  before  their  lonhlii] 
though  he  must  still  continue  to  feel 
the  great  interests  of  the  nation^  while 
so  critical  and  tremendous  aa  eccasion^ 
the  very  eve  of  a  contest,  whichy  in 
probability,  must  for  ever  decide  oa 
glory^  honour,  interest,  external  greatn 
and  internal  happiness  and  p 
The  pS^sons  to  whom  his  Majes^ 
pleaaed  to  commit  the  sovemreent  rf 
kingdoffls  had  obsenred  a  most  crii 
silence,  respecting  then:  great  Koe  of 
duct  in  the  future  progrev  of  this  fi 
weighty  and  important  bufliBess. 
graee  likewise  remarked^  in  wmm 
tomethiiie  which  dropped  firom  the 
noble  lords  who  opposed  the  motion 
tive  to  the  le||;ality  of  angmeating 
standing  fbrces  m  any  part  of  the 
dominions  out  of  this  kiagdem*  that 
he  had  the  honour  to  preside  at  the  T 
sury,  aad  to  be  one  of  his  Majesty^ 
vtsers  in  the  year  1768>  on  the  au 
tion  of  the  troops  on  the  Irish 
meat,  from  12  to  15,000  men^  he 
to  the  first  law  officer  of  the  crova 
that  time,  whether  the  measure  woaM 
justifiable  ia  point  of  l^ality,  as  it  was 
pugnant  to  the  disbanding  Act  of 
3,  whrcii  provided  ihat  the  standiag  oift 
tary  fonee  in  England  ahooU  not  eMd| 
7>d00  men,  nor  in  Irdaad  12,600  ia  tiMj 
of  peace ;  but  that  able  man  gave  Im  Qf^i 
nion,  that  the  proposed  augmentatioa  4 
the  Irish  troops  would  require  an  adttf 
parliament  for  its  aid*  If  such  was  Mi 
caution  of  the  ministers  of  that  day,  if  mA 
was  the  opinion  of  the  first  law  oCs^ 
what  shall  we  say  to  the  present,  fpfacM 
will  venture  to  mmntaln, -every  saoctida^ 
apology  is  wanting  ?  His  graee  wtM 
before  he  sat  down«  to  knotr  from  dil 
miaistersi  whether  the  fiM  law  oiar^ 
the  crovra,  for  whose  ahiiitieB  aad  iutt|M[ 


m 


toj^ikof^  the  Con9W$  %fPaHiment. 
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1^  <^^  fAmie  wpH)d  loSoire  «  8M1  0fln- 
IppAiir;  or  t)wt  |i^  i^  bit  W«tiHrei^  m 

Eie  wQfiid  jH»pf>«r^  i|  io  tbif » if  h^  di4- 

pght»iUr  quiet  the  iU-{buiid^4feir9  eiAt 
HmHiy  ^ea  tlcpien,  «ove  «Mie  pri99P6iii9ii> 
f  j^tkaf9  the  BUI  ^  lademokfr  itoeif ; 
ll^t  wtetever  nessures  lime  ftftTs  loight 
pe  binh  Co,  he  y^pM  »9W»  M  be  bad  j 
jbee  before,  {mh  id  bis  disim  to  be  WMder^ 
|0od,  Ihat  be  dii0  not  think  there  iree  anj 
Uiigill^l  or  unconstitutioDilio  bringing 
pe  Uaii<»«eriaD  troops  into  the  fortresees : 
f  Gibiialtar  and  Fore  Maboa,  under  the 
^CHBMtaacQB  which  sn^eated  the  mea- 
^e.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  whm  the 
|lble  duke  roaaat  by  the  diarge  of '  criiiit- 
||i  fiitenoe'  made  oo  bim  add  the  rest  of 
^  noble  lords  to  whom  his  Majesty  had 

Eamitted  the  immediate  condud  of  pub- 
jiffiurs.  Surely  his  grace  did  not  in- 
pod  that  they  sfaauld  come  to  that  House, 
pd  lay  before  it  all  their  private  ioforma- 
jon,  praduce  a  list  of  the  aamea  of  those 
iko  gave  it,  and  eoter  into  a  detail  of 
my  step  intended  to  be  taken,  and 
my  ope^^ion  meant  to  be  carried  into 
lisctttioa,  sbould  America  persist  to  the. 
ptsl  extremity  pf  compelling  this  country 
kinately  to  hanre  recourse  to  coercive 
IBsraces.  This,  his  lordship  observed, 
rkU  indeed  be  as  gteat  an .  act  of  4bUy 
fed  absurdity  as  any  attributed  to  ibeas 
r  their  adversaries,  thro«igh€Mit  the  whole 
Elheir  miniaCerial  arrangements. 
iLad  LtfUekon  rose,  to  sapfxart  the 
nse  the  noble  duke  put  ufK>n  the  noble 
wi's  wotds*  He  said,  it  was  in  his  xecol- 
ttioD,  he  was  sure  it  was  ia  the  recollec- 
•D  of  every  noble  lord  in  that  Hwis^y 
bt  the  .reason,  or  .rather  the  apology  the 
sUe  .earl  in  office  made  to  that  House, 
n  patting  the  4>vevious  qnestiim  on  a  mo- 
on ofsodi.sb^^alar  importance,  was^  that 
noble  lord,  high  in  office,' in  the  other 
Isttfie,  intended  this  day  to  make  a  motion 
IT  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  indemnity,  in 
ider  to  .obviate  and  remove  the  appre- 
nwone  of  the  country  gentlemen,  if^ 
^  the  noble  earl  meant  to  retract  or 
spiaiaawaiy  his  words>  he  wonld  be  bold 
Kiay,  iihat  the  present  motion  woeM 
leet  ?nth  mooh  stronger  support  than  his 
adship  was  aware  of:  on  the  other  hand, 
^"tfae  noble  loeds  in  office  would  speak  out, 
adpledge  themselves  that  such  a  quieting 
Measure  was  meant  ^o  be  earried  into 
3iecution,.idr  his.  pari,  he  was  one  that 
Moldy  on  ilie  preaant  XQty  oiidoal  oooa* 


aie^,  i^refer  a  ^iU  of  Jnd.emni^y  to  a  vot? 
of  censiire  oo  t^  advisers  of  the  measure. 
The  argumients  wged  by  thfs  noble  eaii 
vbo  moved  tLe  previous  question,  and  by 
the  other  noble  earl  who  supported  him  m 
.opinion,  afi^rded  matter  of  equal  surprize 
/9pd  alarm.  Tbeir  lordships  say,  the  only 
secjurity  the  people  of  England  have 
against  being  gpverned  by  a  standing  army, 
is  the  Bill  of  Rights :  that  the  Bill  of 
Big.hu  only  applies  in  such  instances,  and 
to  such  particular  purposes.  .  What  then, 
said  hia  lordship,  is  the  slorious  Revolu- 
tion, the  only  sure  foundation  of  all  our 
liberties,  the  3iU  .of  Rights,  tlie  compact 
entered  into  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties at  ;that  glorious  period,  as  well  as  the 
acknowledged  sense  m  which  this  modern 
Magna  Charta  bos  been  received  for  nearly 
a  century,  to  be  at  once  done  away  by  dis- 
tinctions,  divisions^  and  explanations  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  the  intentions  of  its 
original  framers,  to  the  spirit,  to  the  letter, 
nay  to  both  the  legal  and  constitutional 
construction  ?  I  was  willipg  to  make  every 
reasonable  allowance ;  to  grant  sometliing 
for  expediency,  more  for  necessity;  in 
short,  I  was  willing  to  accede  to  tlie  pro- 
priety of  any  tiling,  or  every  thing,  which 
might  be  urged  in  justification  ol'  the  mea- 
sure ;  but  that  it  was  legal,  or  constitu- 
tionaJ,  is  a  proposition  I  can  never  assent 
to ;  that  is  a  doctrine,  which,  as  an  English- 
man, \  will  never  endure.  Though  a 
young  roan,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember 
the  conduct  of  a  great  minister,  a  steady 
friend  to  his  country,  I  mean  that  of  the 
earl  of  Chatham,  upon  a  similar  occasion. 
His  lordship  ventured  to  call  it  a  similar 
occasion ;  yet  he  believed,  no  noble  lord 
in  the  House,  however  sanguine  fbr  the 
present  system  of  measures,  would  assert 
that  the  present  urgency  came  up  to  the 
one  he  was  going  to  mention.  It  was  in 
tliie  very  heat  of  the  war,  when  we  required 
the  men  necessary  to  recruit  our  navy  and 
army  on  an  average  from  15  to  20,000  men 
annually,  that  that  great  statesman  seeing, 
and  very  sensibly  feeling  the  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  foreign  levies,  resolved 
to  raise  a  certain  number  of  foreigners  to 
be  employed  in  the  American  war.  His 
lordship  accordingly  raised  a  German  re- 
giment, to  consist  of  four  battalions  :  but 
bow  did  he  carry  this  measure  into  execu- 
tion ?  Why,  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  tlie 
widest  in  its  extent,  most  interesting  in  its 
consequences,  ihe  greatest  in  its  immediate 
importance,  the  heaviest  in  point  of  ex- 
pence;  when  our  coasts  wece  dssly  ex- 
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pected  to  be  invaded  by  our  natand,  dan- 
gerous, and  inveterate  enemies ;  while  the 
war  even  in  America  was  yet  doubtful,  if 
not  unpropiciousy  the  earl  of  Chatham,  in- 
stead of  pleading  the  great,  strong,  and 
justifiable  motives  of  necessity ;  instead  of 
cavilling  on  this  word,  or  commenting  on 
that,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  constitution,  in 
the  full  spirit  of  an  Englishman,  came  to 
parliament,  to  obtain  its  sanction.  And  so 
very  careful  was  that  great  man,  so  tenacious 
of  every  thing  which  might  t>e  construed 
into  the  most  trifling  invasion  of  the  Act 
of  Settlement,  that  he  procured  two  re- 
markable clauses  to  be  inserted  in  the  act 
of  parliament,  which  enabled  the  crown  to 
take  those  Germans  into  pay ;  the  first 
providing  that  those  troops  should  serve  in 
America  only ;  the  other,  that  none  of  the  , 
foreign  officers  should  bear  commissions 
higher  than  that  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  not  only  disap- 
proved of  the  measure  of  bringing  foreign 
troops  into  any  part  of  the  British  domi- 
nions, but  the  employing  them  at  all  in  the 
present  contest  with  America.  He  enu- 
merated several  cogent  reasons  why  he 
thought  such  a  measure  would  be  dange- 
rous; but  more  particularly,  when  the 
operations  of  war  would  be  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  bring  ^em  into  the  empire,  if 
not  into  the  kingdom,  alludiog  to  the  re- 
port of  20,000  Russians  being  taken  into 
British  pay,  either  to  make  war  in  Ame- 
rica, or  to  defend  this  country  against  any 
attack  that  might  be  made  by  our  foreign 
enemies  near  home.  His  lordship  next 
turned  his  thoughts  to  the  motion :  and 
after  expatiating  on  its  dangerous  ten- 
dency and  manifest  illegality,  animad- 
verted on  the  danger  of  intrusting  the 
care  and  protection  of  two  such  valuable 
fortresses  to  the  care  of  aliens,  who  could 
never  be  supposed  to  be  so  warmly  inte- 
rested in  their  safety  and  defence  as  Eng- 
lishmen, who,  to  the  duty  and  prowess  of 
soldiers,  would  always  add  the  enthu- 
siastic zeal  of  freemen  and  Englishmen, 
who  felt  themselves  contending  for  nothing 
less  than  the  trade,  commerce,  and  naval 
power  of  their  country.  He  alluded,  as  a 
corrobora(ing  circumstance  of  the  care 
and  attention  which  should  ahvays  be  paid 
by  those  who  had  the  concerns  of  the 
kingdom  under  their  direction,  to  this  well 
known  fact,  that  the  commanding  officer 
at  .St.  Roque  had  positive  orders  to  seize 
and  improve  every  possible  advantage, 
either  by  stratagem,  open  force,  or  sur- 
prize,  for  the  recovery  of  Gibrfldtar. 


The  Duke  of  GrafUa  sud,  he  was  tM 
conversant  in  business,  and  loo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  necessity  of  secrecj,  to 
wish  for  any  communications  froo  hii 
Majesty's  servants,  which  might  subject 
the  persons  or  properties  of  those  vbo 
gave,  and  perhaps  continue  to  give,',tfae 
necessary  informations  on  which  plsai  of 
either  hostility  or  concession  maj  be 
formed.  He  still  had  it  less  m  his  thougfati 
to  press  the  noble  earl  who  so  pointedly 
animadverted  on  his  charge  of  criinia^ 
silence,  to  declare  what  were  the  specific 
operations  meant  to  be  adopted :  notbiag 
was  further  from  his  thoughts ;  fiir  that 
was  not  the  species  of  informatioo  be 
wanted.  He  had  heard  it  generalljre* 
ported,  that  the  noble  lord  who  has  the 
conduct  of  the  national  business  in  tba 
other  House,  informed  that  House,  it  v« 
intended  to  augment  our  military  forests 
70,000  men,  and  a  proportionable  navd 
establishment ;  or,  as  it  was  reported,  to 
the  utmost  extent;  in  short,  to  stnia 
every  nerve  in  support  of  this  very  ^ 
vourite  war.  A  silence,  therefore,  on  thii 
subject,  while  general  measures  of  coe^ 
cion  are  so  warmly  recommended,  u  vfait 
I  call  criminal.  We  are  hurrying  preci- 
pitately into  measures  of  great  extent  aad 
deep  importance,  without  a  ray  of  light  ts 
direct  us  in  our  progress.  We  shall  at 
here  and  argue,  day  after  day,  on  tbi 
measures  proposed,  one  by  one,  to  oa 
consideration,  while  we  remain  totally  i^ 
norant  of  the  facts,  by  which  alone  ve^ 
be  enabled  to  judge  whether  we  arc  acting 
right  or  wrong.  We  neither  know  tfas 
forces  which  are  to  re&tst  us,  their  noia* 
bers,  discipline,  or  resources.  On  tfafi 
other  hand,  we  are  as  ill  informed  of  tbe 
force  we  mean  to  employ  against  those 
people,  whether  they  are  in  part  to  coo- 
sist  of  foreigners ;  what  is  generally  under- 
stood  will  be  our  probable  expences ;  bov 
the  necessary  supplies  to  carry  on  sucb 
an  unnatural  war  are  to  be  raised.  Oi 
the  whole,  we  are  totally  ignorant  of  erery 
single  point  necessary  to  the  proper  de- 
termination of  matters  of  such  weigbtf 
consideration,  points  which  might  lead  oi 
to  balance  the  expences,  the  ioconv^ 
niences,  the  hazards  of  such  an  ardooa 
undertaking  against  the  claims  of  Aiae* 
rica ;  and  on  the  whole  to  coollj  dedds 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  wise,  jatf» 
expedient,  and  magnanimous,  to  adopt 
conciliatory  than  coercive  measuro.  U 
is  only  by  such  a  mode  of  proceedio^ 
am  satisfied,  it  can  be  worth  jronr  ]st9^ 
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ibipB  whSe  lo  attend  your  duty  in  this 
House,  with  honour  to  yourselves  or  be- 
nefit to  the  nation.  By  nothing  he  had 
ofered,  did  he  in  the  least  wish  to  abridge 
the  royal  prerogative ;  on  the  cohtraryy 
be  alvays  was,  and  would  continue^  to 
CBrefully  watch,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  any 
eocroachments  on  either  side ;  the  present 
power  of  introducing  foreigners  was,  in 
m  opinion,  not  a  po^wer  legally  inherent 
ID  the  crown ;  he  should  therefore  oppose 
it  88  zealously  as  he  would  any,  which 
tended  directly  or  indirectly  to  strip  it  of 
soy  of  its  just  rights. 

Viscount  Weymouth  contended,  that 
neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  the  Bill 
ef  Rights  was  in  any  degree  invaded  by 
tbe  passage  in  the  King's  Speech  alluded 
to  this  day ;  much  less  violated.  What, 
[ttid  his  lordship,  are  the  words  of  that 
Bw  \  That  no  stiinding  army  shall  be  kept 
SB  foot,  without  the  consent  of  parliament, 
k  time  of  peace,  within  this  kingdom. 
What  is  the  spirit  and  intention  of  this 

r vision?  Certainly  that  no  army  shall 
kept  up,  without  the  consent  of  par- 
liament, at  any  time.  I  will  appeal  to  any 
noble  lord,  on  either  side  of  the  House,  if 
tiiis  be  not  perfectly  consonant  both  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Act.  Is  it  pre- 
tended that  there  is  any  such  thing  in- 
tended on  the  present  occasion  >  In  times 
ef  most  urgent  necessity,  during  the  re- 
cess of  parliament,  a  body  of  troops  is 
called  for,  by  a  particular  exigency,  arising 
during  that  recess.  His  Majesty,  as 
elector  of  Hanover,  urged  by  the  most 
gracious  motives,  offers  the  wanted  aid  in 
one  capacity,  and  accepts  of  it  in  another. 
Does  such  an  Act  as  this  encroach  on  or 
^eat  the  Bill  of  Rights  ?  Does  it  assert 
that  any  such  power  is  inherent  in  the 
crown  I  On  the  contrary,  does  it  not  im« 
pliediy  assert  the  very  reverse,  by  sub 
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Buttmg  the  measure  itself  to  the  judg- 
neot  of  parliament  ?  As  to  the  le^^fity,  I 
viil  confess  fairly,  that  I  think  the  mea- 
wre  every  way  unexceptionable.  The 
w  annexes  these  two  positive  conditions, 

*  within  the  kingdom,*'  and  in  «  time  of 
peace."  Is  there  a  noble  lord  present, 
vho  will  gravely  assert,  that  tlie  word 

*  kingdom*  here  means  all  the  dependen- 
^and  possessions  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
«Dd  >  Or,  if  there  be,  is  there  a  second 
wd,  who  will  after  seriously  contend, 
wat  the  present  is  such  a  time  of  peace  as 
"cs  up  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  from 
tterting  those  powers  intrusted  to  him 
"*the  protection  of  every  part  of  his  do- 


minions ?  If  there  be,  I  must  fairly  con- 
fess, that  the  law,  thus  construed,  would 
be  productive  in  some  particular  instances, 
not  at  all  exceeding  the  bounds  of  proba- 
bility, of  evils,  if  possible,  much  more 
fatal  to  the  safety  of  this  empire^  than  any 
imputed  to  the  measure  now  so  loudly 
condemned.  The  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  informs  us,  that  there  is  a  constant 
standing  instruction  to  the  commandant 
of  the  Spanish  lines  to  be  upon  the  look 
out,  and  whenever  an  opportunity  offers, 
either  by  surprize,  stratagem,  dr  the 
known  weakness  of  the  garrison  of  Gib- 
raltar, to  seize  and  improve  it,  so  as,  if 
possible,  to  regain  the  possession  of  that 
important  fortress.  Now,  for  my  part, 
this  piece  of  information,  if  to  be  depertded 
on,  operates  upon  me  in  a  very  different 
manner  from  what  it  has  on  the  noble 
lord  who  imparted  it ;  for  it  strengthens 
me  still  more  in  my  opinion,  relative  to 
the  propriety  of  the  measure ;  because  it 
shews  how  necessary  it  is  to  take  care, 
that  Gibraltar  should  at  all  times  be  gar- 
risoned in  such  a  manner  as  to  defeat  any 
attempt  there  might  be  made  on  it ;  in 
pursuance  of  this  general  military  instruc- 
tion. His  lordship  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  which  had 
been  so  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  A  noble  duke,  who  spoke 
early,  had  expressed  his  surprize,  that  any 
noble  lord  in  administration  could  raise  ft 
single  objection  to  a  Bill  of  Indemnity : 
but  he  begged  leave  to  remind  his  grace, 
and  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
the  conduct  of  some  other  noble  lords, 
when  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  was  offered,  and 
at  length  forced  on  them,  in  the  year 
1766,  for  stopping  up  the  portf^,  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  corn.  Then  his 
Majesty  was  made  to  justify  the  act  of 
suspending  an  act  of  parliament,  by  the 
mere  virtue  of  his  royal  authority  ;  then  it 
was,  that  one  noble  lord  said,  in  mitiga- 
tion of  such  a  gross  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  that  at  most  the 
proclamation  was  but  a  forty  davs  ty- 
ranny ;  it  was  then,  that  another  noble 
earl  (Chatham)  who  was  at  that  particular 
period  supposed  to  have  the  conduct  of  the 
afl^irs  of  this  country,  argued  strenuously 
against  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  the 
Bill,  though  ne  at  length  consented  to  it ; 
and  it  was  then  another  noble  lord  (Cam- 
den) high  in  office,  contended  to  the 
very  last,  that  the  measure  was  justifiable, 
and  refused  to  concur  in  a  vote  for  its 
passing. 
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Hie  Ecrl«f  DartmwOh  confened*  that 
he  had  been  one  of  the  adviaBn  of  the 
measure*  He  denied  the  least  loteDtioB 
of  bringiog  the  Roisiaos  into  Greal-Bri«- 
tain^  nor  was  it,  he  said,  detenBined  to 
emplov  them  in  any  manner;  at  the  same 
time,  if  a  necessity  abould  arise,  he  eould 
dysGOver  no  impropriety  ia  employing  then 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  might  be 
vandered  most  capable  of  cariying  into 
esecutionrthe  measures  which  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  might  deem  necessary,  in 
pMfsuk  of  the  just  exertion  of  its  constitu- 
tional claims  directed  to  the  general  inte* 
rest  of  the  empire. 

Lord  Camden  pressed  the  illegality  of 
the  measure*  He  said  it  was  not  neoes- 
aary,  in  order  to  decide  on  a  question  of 
such  high  importanoey  to  send  for  a  lawyer - 
from  iWestminster-  hall,  and  produce  him 
at  their  lordships'  bar,  with  a  label  in  his 
mouth,  to  declare  what  was  the  law  ef 
Ibe  land ;  for  the  law  now  under  conside- 
ration, he  contended,  was  of  a  Tery  diflSnrent 
nature,  and  would  admit  in  its  interpre* 
tation  of  very  fiew  of  the  distinctions  and 
technical  modes  of  exposition,  which  wene 
found  accessary  to  cooie  at  the  true  caa- 
atruction  of  a  matter  ^  mete  hiw;  yet 
even  on  that  ground,  if  the  question  was 
to  be  solelv  determined  on  it»  he  had  not 
a  single  ooubt  but  he  should  be  able, 
against  its  warmest  adversaries,  whether 
in  private  or  public,  to  prove  that  it  vms 
one  of  the  most  clear  and  decisive  poinU, 
that  ever  had  half  an  hour's  argument 
raent  on  it,  or  indeed  the  clearest  wlHch 
chance,  ignorance,  or  obstinacy,  ever 
brought  into  legal  contiK>ver8y.  After 
eluciaating  in  the  most  satisfactory  man- 
ner, the  literal  and  obvious  meaning  o^the 
clause  in  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  ^Pker  advert* 
ing  to  the  spirit  of  that  law,  as  applying 
to  the  grievance  which  was  then  to  be  re- 
medied; after  pointing  out  the  true  con* 
structioR  of  the  letter  and  spirit  united,  as 
interpreted  for  a  series  of  almost  90  yeare, 
and  uuriog  the  reip^ns  of  four  princes,  be- 
sides the  present,  three  of  whom  were  for 
reigners/  no  slight  matter  of  consideration, 
be  drew  this  obvious  conclusion,  that  no 
foreign  troops  could  be  brought  into  the 
dominions  oi  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
without  the  previous  consent  of  parliament. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  distinctions 
had  been  made  between  a  time  of  peace 
and  a  tim^  of  war ;  but  he  was  certain, 
.that  neither  the  law  nor  any  usage  justified 
any  such  interpretation.  It  was  true,  that 
the  word  <  foreigners*  was  uot  mentioned 


in  the  law;  but  would  aoy  eoe  inAr  fiiegi 
that,  that  though  it  was  net  pcmiitted  If 
keep  a  standing  army  of  Boftiveay  it  might 
be  wise^  eoastitutioiial  and  legale  te  hea^ 
on  foot  a  standing  army  effiMremPffai  Hi 
said  he  was  ashamed  to  dweU  ee  wa^ 
piierile  distiuctioas,  were  it  aet  ttet 
great  stress  seemed  to  have  heen  laid 
them  by  one  -or  two  lords  ea 
side.    He  neju  entered  into  a  view  ef  Ihtf 
general  question ;  and  dwelt  paitiruhwiy 
upon  two  points.    Tim  £rst  was»  in  re&^ 
tioB  to  the  cbaige  made  amunst  hiaa  by 
the  last  noble  lord  who  spoke»  relative  it 
the  Bin  of  Indemnity  passed  in  ^766^     Bia 
lordship  saidt  that  he  alwf^  undemre<wl  j| 
to  be  a  received  maaum  in  peiitie%  thsi 
the  se/itf  fMmidi  was  the   sm/iioim    iara 
when,  theremre,  the  then  lord  nBa|r«r  ef! 
London  infiormed  the  privy  ce^ne^  ^ 
the  crop  of  bread  com  wei 
short,  not  much  above  a  third  of  the  «i^| 
nual  coBsumption,  the  eihimtty 
versal  and  threatened  ail  Gurepe,  sm4lha|i 
consequently  every  mawis  would  be 
to  drain  the  country  of  iia  scanty  stock, 
as  by  sach  means  to  Ihr^sten 
he  tbou^t,  for  his  part*  and  ewvt  W4 
continue  to  think  so^  tIsHit  tiie  mm 
folw  papuli  iuprema  kx  waa  nosier 
applicable.  >It  is  true,  it  was 
act  4»f  pariiament,  bat  he  was  stiii  of 
oion,    wi^  that  great  pbilosapher 
Locke,  that  there  were  eases  of  ai 
neither  provided  for  nor  foreseea, 
fully  just^ied  a  departure  from  the 
letter  of  the  law.    That  wm  his 
then;  so  m^ch  so,  that  be  eould 
prevailed  on  to  thiak,  that  he  w; 
Bili'^  Indemikity,  that  he  wasited  a,_ 
for  concurritig  with  the  rest  of  hie 
jesty's  ministers,  in  preventif^  the 
ful  consequences  ef  a  fomaae,  perhaps 
saving  tlie  iives  of  some  aaiiliofis  «^'^|^is  I 
low-sula^ts ;  but  what  kind  of  afibasty 
similarity  there  was  between  the 
of  that  day  and  the  necessity  ^'  thia, 
what    be    could    not    possibfy 
Here  it  was  only  to  give<directiona  to 
the  troops  ready  to  embark,  to  have 
transports  in  t lie  harbour^  to  assemble, 
liament  a  few  days  earlier,  and  to 
a  vote  of  both  Houses,  by  whids 
every  proposed  end  would  be 
answered ;  be  doubted  jmich  if  a 
day  would  .be  lost,  nay^  he  wi 
the  whole  might  be  managed  in 
manner,  as  to  avoid  the  Joss -of  a  aii 
hour.    The  other  matter  he  dwelt  on 

the  eonseq^uieaoaaitbRtveietft. 
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film  the  Mtavret  mMnt  to  be  carried  inu> 
jisecutiM.  Those  he  feared  would  Inrn 
ftt  m  be  exactly  sHttilar  lo  what  happened 
t0  the  AtheniaQfit  in  tMr  ooDlaat  with 
lUr  eoloaies  pkated  in  the  Mand  e£  Si* 
fif.  They  were  a  great  naritine  nation, 
tkf  pleated  cokmieBy  thej  imcreaaed  Uieir 
liAeit  power  and  awritaaao  strength  by 
tlus  plantation,  they  grew  at  length  mighty 
lid  ovefffoearing,  tyrannical  to  their  depen- 
teoieS)  andjedous  of  liberty  in  any  part 
if  the  Atheafan  dominions^  beyond  the 
tnfines  of  Attica.  They  had  triumphed 
•ler  their  neighbours,  the  republic  of 
iMita*  who  were  in  some  measure  to  them 
WMtFrnnce  is  to  us,  their  superior  on 
ksd,  and  their  continual  rival  m  power 
lad  gviatttesB.  What  was  the  conae* 
fieace?  Intoxicated  with  their  increase 
mfowettMd  Qpnlence,  they  began  to  op* 
peis  their  oolonies ;  the  colonies  took 
mm;  foar  ^iwrah  of  gneat  note  were 
int  fretB  AtlMiis  to  soSdoe  them ;  the 
Alheaiffis  were  defeated;  more  troops 
Me  sent,  imiAircement  fallowed  rein*- 
kKesKBt;  at  length  they  were  totaHy  ex- 
psled  that  island;  not  a  general,  nor 
laroe  a  aian,  ever  returned  to  relate  the 
IkcSflBStaoces  of  their  successive  de^Mrts. 
Aui,  deprived  of  every  foot  of  land  tliey 
ptiMifld  in  Sicily,  end  divided  among 
■mHehres,  tkey  sboi<lly  after  iell  a  frey 
liihsir  ambitieas  and  invetofaite  enemies, 
is  fepaUie  of  Sparta. 

The  £affl  of  Denbigh  insisted,  that  it 
In  aet  the  mtoistry  *that  deceived  or  mis- 
III  that  House ;  hot  it  was  a  set  of  men  in 
lit  eooniry  who  flattered  themselves  shey 
MuU  he  enabled  thereby  to  foneethem- 
M«ei  into  power  and  office.  iJnforto- 
mtsly  for  beih  countries,  tlioae  incandia- 
ihi  had  been  too  successful.  It  was, 
nerefore,  necessary  to  convince  such 
IHB,  tlM  they  ootild  draw  no  advantage 
imx  Buch  arts,  by  which  means  those  &» 
baions  would  be  dispelled,  by  which  the 

ae  of  Aflfierioa  nad  been  unhappily 
i ;  or  if  they  should  pertinaciously 
Mfhsre  to  their  errors,  they  nuiat  be  oon- 
IVKsd,  that  no  eufajeet  of  the  British  em- 
t>a,  can  appeal  to  any  other  mode  of  de* 
Wpioa,  er  be  safe  under  anyapecies  of  pro* 
iKlisii  whatever,  bufsuoh  as  the  lews  and 

enitation  afisfd.  His  lenlship  entered 
y  into  the  eonatraetion  of  that  para- 
iiph  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  which  Imme- 
Mely  applied  to  the- question  beibre  the 
«iie;  end  eootended,  that  that  para* 
P^  by  no  means  reached  the  present 
<^»  ibr  neidiar  Gihieltar  mo^  Minorca 


eottU  be  said  to  be  deaeribed  in  the  words 
**  within  the  kingdom,"  that  phrase  mani* 
festly  having  a  retrosnect  tathe  very  cnr* 
cnmstaoee  which  maae  it  necessary  to  de» 
dare  the  sense  of  the  whole  nation  on  tbe 
matter ;  namely,  James  the  9nd  keepmg 
up  a  standing  army  **  in  time  of  peace^ 
within  the  kingdom,  without  the  consent 
ef  parliament.'' 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that 
it  was  usual  with  the  noble  lords  in  admi- 
nistration, when  they  found  themselves 
pressed  in  areuroent,  to  fly  for  sanctuary 
to  their  usuu  topic  of  imputing  factious 
motives  to  their  antagonists.  Such  a  con- 
duct answered  one  end,  that  of  drawing 
off  the  attention  of  their  lordships  from  the 
question ;  but  it  was  however  not  without 
its  advantages  in  a  contrary  direction,  for 
it  shewed  the  dispassionate  part  of  the 
House,  that  the  arguoMnt  on  every  true, 
sound,  relative  ground,. was  against  them; 
was  tacitly  deaerted ;  when  ministers  and 
their  avowed  supporters  were  obliffed  to 
have  recourse  to  such  flimsy  aids,  of  keep* 
ing  up  a  conversation  when  the  point  m 
debate  had  been  virtually,  nay  actually 
deserted.  His  grace  observed,  that  seve- 
ral noble  lords  had  taken  it  for  ffranted, 
that  hiring  formgners  was  frequently  pjmo" 
Used  since  the  Revolution,  nay  sometimes 
thev  had  been  brought  into  tne  kingdom 
«!>]tfaoat  the  previous  consent  of  pariia* 
meut.  How  far  this  general  assertion 
might  apply,  he  would  not  pretend  to  de- 
teniiine;  but  this  he  would  venture  to 
assert,  that  foreigners  were  never,  upon 
any  pretence^  brought  into  this  khig^aom 
without  the  consent  of  parliament  either 
by  treaty  er  address.  It  bad  be^  said, 
eariy  in  tiie  debate,  thsa  the  Hessians  had 
been  brought  over  in  1745,  without  any 
previous  parliamentary  communication: 
but  nodiing  could  be  more  erroneous;  for 
though  they  were  not  called  over  by  an 
express  act  of  narliament,  either  then  or 
in  1756,  bedi  Houses  consented  to  it  by 
an  address  to  the  throne,  in  one  instance; 
and  where  that  sanction  was  wanting,  by 
some  existing  treaty,  ratified  by  paiiia- 
ment.  As  to  taking  foreign  troops  into 
British  pay,  and  afterwards  prevailing  on 
parliament  to  ratify  such  engagements, 
that  did  not  eoae  up  to  the  present  point; 
but  even  idlowing  that  to  be  the  case,  some 
^  the  noble  loras,  and  many  of  the  de- 
scendants of  others  of  them,  dnered  widely 
i^n  theeubject  in  the  year  174^,  wheA 
a  body  of  Hanoverians  was  taken  into  Bri- 
tish pay,  and  diterwiirds  the  minister  came 
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to  parliament  to  make  good  the  engage- 
meat.  On  that  occasion,  there  was  arery 
remarkable  and  spirited  Protest  entered 
on  the  Journals.*  [Here  his  grace,  after 
reading  part  of  the  protest,  read  several  of 
the  names,  among  which  were  those  of  the 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  Talbot,  and  se- 
veral others.  His  grace  went  fully  into 
the  question,  and  closed  his  observations 
with  this  argument :]  the  noble  lords  on 
the  other  side  insist  that  it  is  competent 
Co  the  King  to  raise  and  keep  an  army  in 
time  of  war,  or  rebellion,  in  any  part  of 
his  dominions,  previous  to  the  consent  of 
parliament ;  that  the  paragraph  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights  makes  no  distinction  between  an 
army  of  natives  and  foreigners ;  and  that 
there  is  at  present  a  rebellion  in  America. 
Now  1  will  draw  my  conclusion,  as  an 
inevitable  conseauence,  from  these  pre- 
mises, that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may 
now,  or  at  any  future  time,  introduce  into 
this  kingdom  directly,  either  in  time  of 
war,  or  when  there  is  a  rebellion  in  any 
part  of  this  vast  empire,  any  number  of 
foreign  mercenaries  he  pleases,  without 
consent  of  parliament. 

Lord  Chancellor  Bathurstf  deserting 
what  he  called  the  quibbles  of  Westmin- 
ster-hall, and  the  subtle  distinctions  of 
lawvers,  allowed  that  the  fortresses  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon  were  fairly  within 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  paragraph 
of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  tuat  in  tne 
t  same  sense,  too,  he  understood  it  applied 
to  foreigners,  but  to  neither  in  the  manner 
now  contended  for ;  for  if  those  fortresses 
came  within  the  description  of  **  within 
the  kingdom,''  so  did  America;  conse- 
ouently  America  being  now  in  rebellion, 
tne  operation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  law 
must  cease  till  peace  be  restored;  and  on 
that  ground  the  measure  of  sending  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca was  perfectly  justifiable.  His  lord- 
ship declared  that,  with  the  rest  of  the 
cabinet  ministersi  he  had  assisted  in  ad- 
vising the  measure* 

Earl  Gotver  made  the  same  declaration, 
and  entered  into  the  consideration  of 
Anaerican  aflBeiirs.  He  said  it  was  strongly 
insisted  on  the  other  side,  that  we  should 
never  be  able  to  coerce  America.  He 
was  sure  we  should :  that  was  a  fair  ail- 
ment. The  noble  duke  who  spoke  last 
but  one,  had  read  a  long  list  of  names, 
supposing  that  the  sons  and  descendants 
of  the  noble  lords  who  signed  that  protest 
— 
*  9c«  Td.  19,  p,  1180. 


ought  to  Inherit  die  sme  poiiticd 
ments  with  their  titles  and  fortunes,  bat 
he  perceived  the  noble  duke's  hAe^t 
name  was  not  among  the  protesters,  iid 
that  his  principles,  of  course,  were  voy 
different  from  his  son's ;  and  thst  was  ano- 
ther fair  argumenL  His  lordship  defend- 
ed the  whole  of  the  measures  engrafted  oo 
the  King's  Speech. 

The  Eari  of  SheUmme  said,  the  KD  of 
Rights  is  declaratory :   it  supposes  a  lav 
whidi  can  be  found  in  no  written  book  or 
statute  whatever.    It  can  only  be  lookei 
for  by  recurring  to  its   principle.    TIk 
only  principle  that  can  be  suggested  is  tbe 
danger  to  be  apprehended  by  keepii^  a 
standing  force  without  the  consent  of  pa^ 
liament.    To  do  this  within  the  limits  if 
the  kingdom,  and   in  time  of  peace,  ii 
more  dangerous,  and  carries  with  it  lea*' 
colour  of  necessity.    To  do  the  saine  k 
Ireland,  Gibraltar,  or  any  of  the  dqica* 
dencies  of  the  kingdom,  may  be  less  daa* 
gerous ;  but  will  any  man  say,  there  if  bs 
danger  ?    If  there  be  danger,  the  dift^ 
ence  of  the  degree  can  make  no  chanpi 
in  the  principle,  nor  in  the  law  foundel 
on  it.    It  nmy  be  asked^  why  was  it 
declared   in  this  extent  in  the  Bill 
Righto  i    The  letter  of  the  hw  and 
history  of  it,  give  the  answer.    The 
liament  was  satisfied  that  king  James 
raised  or  kept  a  force  within  the  kii  ^ 
in  time  of  peace ;  and  their  dedaiatMHi 
the  law  was  naturally  commensurate 
his  violation  of  it.    It  must  be  a 
interpretation  of  that  declaration  to 
firom  it,  that  a  conduct  on  the  part  of  d 
crown  which,  imder  such  aggravating  <a 
cmnstances,  was  highly  dangerous  as  vel 
as  illefljal,  could  in  a  case  where  thedaa* 
ger  differs  only  in  the  degree*  be  perfeedf 
legal  and  innocent 

The  House  divided:  Contents  SI,  proif 
1 ;  Non-contents  53,  proxies  82. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on 
reign  Troops  ivithout  the  Consent  efPit^ 
ment.2'   October  SI.    The  Hon.  Ctofa 
Marshamy^  as  the  noble  lord  (North)  hat 
not  given  the  House  any  aatinctioorela* 
tive  to  introducing  the  Hanoverian  trocvf 
iiUo  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon ;  and  as  M' 
had  heard  nothing  in  justification,  vhich  { 
had  reconciled  him  to  that  measure^  htj 
took  the  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  ^ ; 
be  meant  to  move  for  leave  to  brings* 
Bill  of  Indemnity  at  a  short  day ;  into 

■  1 1    ■ ^  ■ 

•  Afterwards  £arl  of  Romacy. 
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the  mioisfeeT  would  rise  and  aMure  the 
Hwmf  that  he  iotanded  to  do  it  himself. 
Lord  North  8aid»  ari  far  as  his  own 
thooghts  went,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
of  t&  l^aiity  of  the  measure ;  yet,  as 
some  genuemen  seemed  apprehensive  that 
it  might  he  hereaiker  drawn  into  precedent, 
as  so  individual,  he  had  no  objection  to 
coDCttr  in  any  measure  which  might  tend 
to  keep  the  heads  of  ministers  more  se- 
curely on  their  shoulders.  He  had  con- 
itilfied  several,  who  united  in  opinion  with 
him,  that  Bills  of  Indemnity  were  never  re«* 
tdrted  to,  but  to  defend  the  advisers  of 
sbjectionable  measures  against  actions  at 
bir ;  but  never  against  a  criminal  charge, 
so  which  the  person  offending,  or  sup* 
posed  to  offend,  was  liable  to  be  impeached. 
He  said,  he  had  a  Resolution  in  hispocket* 
which  he  drew  out  and  read :  **  Resolved, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
lus' Majesty  havmg  ordered  a  body  of  his 
dectocal  troops    to  compose  part  of  the 

Snison  of  the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and 
ioorca,  whereby  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  of  this  kingdom  maj^  be  employed 
far  toe  support  of  his  authority,  has  shewn 
Us  attention  to  the  interestsof  this  country, 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  amea* 
lure  necessarily  demanding  more  dispatch 
ttan  was  consistent  with  waiting  for  the 
•isembling  of  parliament." 
^  Mr.  Marsham  excepted  to  the  Resolu- 
tioQ;  first,  as  it  did  not  by  any  means 
come  up  to  his  idea  on  the  subject;  se- 
condly, tiiough  it  had,  he  could  never 
Igree  to  encounter  the  established  law  of 
ttie  land,  springing  out  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  a  resolution  of  one  House  of 
IVtt-liament. 

Governor  Johnstone  disapproved  both  of 
fteBill  and  Resolution;  and  believed  it 
Would  be  diflScolt  to  quote  a  more  re- 
sectable authority  than  supported  him  in 
hs  opinion.  He  remembered  well,  that  in 
s  ^eech  attributed  to  lord  Mansfield,  uni- 
Tersslly  given  him  by  the  public,  and  be- 
Beved  to  be  genuine,  that  noble  lord,  who 
when  he  rides  the  horse  of  liberty,  which 
be  wished  he  would  ride  oftener,  for  no* 
Mf  knew  how  to  ride  him  better  when 
be  mounted  him,  speaking  of  the  Act  of 
Indemnity,  relative  to  stopping  up  the 
forts  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  com  in 
1766,  does  qot  jtreat  Buls  of  Indemnity,  as 
applying, to  the  paltry  consideration  of 
bong  a  bar  to  private  actions;  but  de- 
<^ibes  them  as  fiivours  and  indulgences  to 
BBaiiters,  as  pardons  for  mere  blunders  and . 
^''ors,  not  proceeding  from  the  intention. 
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Lord  North  said,  his  resolution  might 
be  made  the  resolution  oibqUh  Houses  by 
a  conference. 

Mr.  Manham  still  said,  that  was  by  no 
means  satisGictory,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  to-morrow  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  of  Indemnity. 

November  1,  Lord  North  said,  al- 
though his  own  partioular  sentiments  con* 
tinned  to  be,  that  the  measure  of  sending 
part  of  his  Majesty's  electoral  troops,  to 
form  part  of  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  was  penectly  legal  and  constitu- 
tional, under  the  circumstances  in  which 
it  was  done,  yet  as  several  gentlemen  did 
not  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light,  to 
whom  he  would  wish  to  give  every  satis* 
faction  in  his  power,  he  would  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  Indemnity.  His 
lordship  accordingly  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  m  a  Bill  to  indemnify  such  persons 
as  have  advised  his  Majesty  to  send  to  the 
garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a 

Sart  of  the  electoral  troops  of  Hanover, 
uring  the  recess  of  parliament. 

• 
Nov.  S.  Sir  James  Lcfwther  moved, 
**  That  the  introducing  the  Hanoverian 
Troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  4)e- 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
without  the  consent  of  parliament  first  had 
and  obtained,  is  contrary  to  law.''  He 
said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  entering  into  the 
great  question  of  law  which  this  resolution 
fed  to,  that  doubtless  would  be  spoken  to 
by  more  able  gentlemen  than  himself. 
The  measure  appeared  to  him  to  be  doubly 
improper,  both  as  being  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill'of  Rights,  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement, and  the  est&lished  law  of  the 
land;  and  also  that  it  is  highly  inexpe- 
dient in  the  present  state  of  the  dispute 
with  America.  Why.  are  we,  he  said,  to 
have  recourse  to  foreign  mercenaries,  in- 
stead of  our  own  troops  ?  Why  place  a  de- 
pendence upon  those  who  cannot  feel  the 
same  call  for  defending  the  liberty  of  this 
country  as  the  natives  of  it  ?  There  is  no 

good  reason  for  this ;  and  if  we  may  judge 
'om  the  uniform  tenor  of  administratioix 
in  all  tJheir  conduct,  we  ought  to  consider 
it  as  a  most  dangerous  weapon  in  the 
worst  hands  which  any  weapon,  can  be 
lodged  in.  But  the  noble  lord  on  the 
other  side  the  House  will  tell  us  that  he  la 
the  able  pilot  that  is  to  conduct  us  into  port. 
I  should  oe  glad  to  ask.  that  able  pilot  what 
are  the  provisions  he  has  made  on  the 
[3G] 
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continent  of  America  for  the  employment 
of  those  numerous  forces  to  be  voted? 
Where  are  his  transports  ^nd  victuallers  to 
go  ?  Where  are  his  magazines  to  be  form- 
ed? What  security  wUl  be  give  us  that 
they  are  not  to  roil  about  the  Atlantic  by 
way  of  a  harbour?  Bui  one  question 
ought  to  include  a  thousand  others. .  Why 
have  we  not  peace  with  a  people,  who  it  is 
evident  desire  peace-  with  us,  and  who  are 
ready  to  submit  to  the  legislative  authority 
of  this  country  ?  He  then  read,  as  a  part 
of  his  speech,  the  last  Address  of  the  Con- 
gress, to  the  people  of  England. 

Governor  Johnstone  moved  to  read  that 
part  in  his  Majesty's  Speech,  which  sa^*s, 
^  and  I  have,  m  testimony  of  my  affection 
for  my  people,  who  can  have  no  cause  in 
which  I  am  not  eoually  interested,  sent  to 
the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon, 
a  part  of  my  electoral  troops.*'  He  then 
acquainted  the  Housed  that  he  rose  to  se- 
cond the  motion.  Nothing,  Mr.  Speaker, 
requires  such  watchful  attention  in  this 
admirable  system  of  government,  as  the 
due  poize  of  the  sword  between  the  king 
and  the  people.  His  Majesty  has  the  en- 
tire command  of  the  troops  after  they  are 
raised  or  introduced  into  his  dominions, 
that  military  operations  may  be  conducted 
with  that  secrecy  and  dispatch,  which  is 
necessary  to  give  them  their  full  eifect ; 
but  the  people,  on  the  other  hand,  must  be 
first  consureed  on  the  occasion  of  raising 
or  introducing  such  troops,  lest  under  the 
pretence  of  defending  us  against  our  ene- 
mies, an  overwhelming  force  may  be  turn- 
ed agisiinst  our  dearest  rights.  This  rule  I 
take  to  be' a  corner  stone  in  the  British 
constitution,  which  once  removed,  leaves 
every  privilege  we  enjoy,  at  the  mercy  of 
the  kmg.  The  words  the  Clerk  has  just 
read,  I  consider  as  the  most  wanton  viola- 
tion of  this  principle,  and  the  most  avowed 
•declaration,  that  it  does  not  exist  in  the 
bw  or  spirit  of  our  government.  It  is  to 
meet  such  dangerous  doctrines,  and  to 
vindicate  the  wisdom  of  our  anoettors, 
who  have  not  leil  the  rights  and  privil^es 
for  which  they  bled  on  so  precarious  a 
footing,  that  I  now  presume  to  trouble  the 
House ;  nor  does  die  Bill  of  Indemnity 
flacken  my  ardour  on  the  occasion.  In 
the  preamble  to  this  Bill,  it  is  declared, 
**  that  doubts  have  arisen"  on  this  great 
constitutional  question ;  I  say,  then  it  is 
fit  the  Jegblature  should  determine  those 
doubts.  If  so  palpable  a  defect  remains  in 
this  government,  let  us  boldly  declare  the 
fact,  and  correct  it  without  defaiy.    If,  as 
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I  apprehend,  k  is  free  from  so^ariagaa 
absurdity,  as  that  of  snpposmg  fail  Ma- 
jesty can  introduoe  any  number  of  IbnigB 
troops  into  his  dominions  without  the  con- 
sent of  parliament,  let  us,  with  equsl  wil« 
liogness,  assert  the  right  of  the  people; 
and  censure,  or  pardon,  those  woo  hsrt 
offended,  as  their  conduct,  when  duly  cqd- 
sidered,   may  deserve.     But  in  toider- 
ness  to  them,  do  not  let  this  iMCiribly 
forget  what  we-  owe  to  our  countiy:  do 
not  let  us  forget  what  we  owe  to  our  ova 
dignity  as  le^slators,  by  leaving  so  gnit 
aiMl  essential  a  point  undecided,  merdy  ii 
compliance  with  the  humours  of  somt 
genUemen,  who  want  to  balance  betirecn 
ttieir  former  professions  and  their  preseot 
conduct 

It  was  lumpily  observed  by  a  noble  eiri, 
whoK  •upoTor  wbdom  wJ  so  long  » 
vered  in  this  House,  that  you  might  vf 
trench  yourself  with  parchment  up  to  the 
teeth,  as  defences  asainst  the  power  of 
arms  put  into  tlie  hands  of  other  men :  bat 
the  real  security  consisted  in  never  sdait- 
tine  of  such  numbers  as  could  efict  wbj 
evil  purpose ;  for  wherever  sudi  power 
had  been  intrusted,  distinct  fron  tlie 
suardians  of  liberty,  the  sword  had  ahm 
found  a  passage  to  Uie  vitak  of  the  ooaiti- 
tution.  This  principle  ever  directed  ov 
peace  establishments,  till  the  reign  of  bii 
present  Majesty.  This  had  governed  tht 
conduct  of  our  ancestors  tin  this  hour. 
This  jealousy  is  evident  in  every  daueof 
the  Mutiny  Bill,  whereby  a  muitaiy  OBIS' 
blishment  is  interwoven  into  our  gofen^ 
ment.  But  in  case  this  prudent  genersBi 
jealousy  is  confmendable  against  ^ur  oas 
countrymen  and  fellow-citizens  when  th^ 
become  soldiers,  they  who  have  eqosl  pn* 
vOeges  to  lose  and  to  defend;  they  whs 
have  all  the  ties  of  friendship,  rdatkxi,  sol 
education,  to  restrain  them  from  destroy* 
ing  the  liberties  of  their  country;. Ih^ 
much  more  watchful  and  attentive  cn^ 
we  to  be,  when  this  intoxicating  power  ii 
delivered  up  to  foreign  meroenanea^  wbs 
have  no-  oqject  but  the  pleasure  of  s 
prince;  who  have  been  luxostoooed  ti 
consider  the  rights  of  a  fireeman  as  so  in- 
sult on  their  profembn  ? .  Shall  neither  v* 
gument  nor  experience  stop  this  HooieiB 
die  madness  of  her  American  career? 
Must  every  principle  of  our  govemaefll 
be  dissolved  in  the  contest  ?  Shall  tbeinit 
barriers  of  4>tir  freedom  be  leyefledwiA 
the  dost,  to  favour  our  ministos  io  iUf 
absurd  management  ?  Shall  we  despiM^ 
history  of  all  thooe  nationsifinom  Csitbega 
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dovBwardSy  who  have  lo8t  tbeir  liberty  bj 
enployiog  foreign  troops,  and  recur  to 
those  iiUy  argumenliB  wnich  have  always 
boen  ased  as  the  reason  for  first  intro- 
ducing them  ^  How  difierent  is  the  spirit 
which  prerails  now^  to  that  which  inspired 
oar  ancestors  after  the  Revolution  ?  That 
the  House  may  judge  on  this  point,  I  de- 
nre  the  Message  from  king  William,  of 
the  18th  of  March,  169B,  and  the  Answer 
of  the-  Commons,  may  be  read.  [The 
flune  was  read  accordingly.*]  Here  yoa 
find  a  king,  to  whom  the  very  parliament 
headdrstted  owed  the  freedom  of  their 
molveB,  supplicating  with  a  degree  of 
o^j^emess,  nnmility,  and  afiection,  that 
ai^t  have  melted  a  Roman  father,  in  be<> 
hitf  of  troops,  who  had  been  active  in  his 
Knrice;  who  had  beeti  the  companions  of 
ail  his  glory,  and  all  his  toils,  wnose  num- 
bffs  cmild  be  no  object  of  jealousy ;  but 
tiiose  real  patriots  knew  the  nature  of 
courtly  precedents,  and  they  saw  the  con- 
lequences  of  tiiis.  The^  refused  the 
common  formality'of  appomttng  a  da^  to 
tike  Ins  majesty^s  message  into  conside- 
ration ;  they  waved  those  trifling  respects, 
vhen  the  constitution  of  their  country  was 
St  stake;  they  instantly  named  a  com- 
nittee  to  draw  up  an  Answer,  and  the 
House  most  aolemnly  and  truly  declared, 
aiyott  have  heard,  **  that  they  could  not 
coDieat  to  liis  majesty's  request,  without 
doing  violence  to  that  constitution  his 
iMjesty  came  over  to  preserve.'*  While 
I -commend  this  glorious  spirit  in  our  fore- 
Miers,  I  hope'  there  is  no  i^rsoh  who 
hears  me,  that  can  believe  it  wrings  from 
iny  €^  those  ignoble  prejudices,  which 
iometimes  prevul  against  the  inhabitants 
of  other'  ooontries.  Singly  and  indivi- 
tel^t  I  believe  a  Frenchman  as  good  as 
•b  Englishman,  and  a  Spaniard  equal  to 
cither,  W  they  are  protected  by  a  free  go- 
vonoient.  All  I  maintttn  is,  that  troir 
anifortaoe  having  placed  them  under 
despotic  .gwwmraeots,  they  are  more  fit 
to  destroy,  and  not  so  fit  to  preserve,  the 
yrifilsges  ef  freemen.  That  the  happy 
predilection  •every  man  feels  for  his  native 
•Ml,  is  a  principle  established  bv  God,. 
•nd  ought  to  be  stricdy  attendeJ  to  by 
^ttteemen  in  the  formation  of  armies,  and 
that  no  inteHigMit  statesman  ever  de- 
tphed  this  natural  affection,  or  w^uld  wish 
to  hate  recourse  to  foreigners  in  the 
^ton  degree  the  inetaike  before  us  ex- 
"bits.    It  is  said,  we   have  plenty  of 

^  See  VoL  5,  p.  1194. 


money,  but  are  scarce  of  men.  If  money 
is  so  plenty,  it  were  well  to  consider  from 
whence  this  superabundance  comes,  before 
we  kill  the  hen  that  lays  the  golden  egg. 
It  is  strange,  in  one  breath  to  declare  our 
plenty,  and  in  the  next  to  plead  our  po« 
vertyi  as  a  reason  for  altering  our  ancient 
system  of  colony  government,  to  get  money 
to  support  us  !  As  to  the  scarcity  of  meto^ 
I  mamtain,  if  any  country  wants  men  for 
its  neoesiary  purposes,  there  are  some  de* 
fects  in  the  system  of- government.  Every 
country  under  a  goml  government  will 
breed  up  to  the  numbers  wanted,  and  the 
means  of  subsistance.  If  population  fidls 
off,  there  is  some  radical  defect— I  per- 
ceive some  gentlemen  seem  to  laugn  at 
this  doctrine— I  laugh  at  their  ignorance. 
Will  an^  man  allege  there  is  no  radical 
defect  m  our  government,  where  by  im- 
politic impositions  in  your  revenue  lawsy 
1^000  men  are  annually  lost  to  the  king- 
dom, and  4,000  are  tempted  to  wonc 
against  its  interest;  S,000  are  annually 
lost  in  gaol,  or  as  fugitives  driven  abroad 
by  the  severity  of  your  laws  respecting 
private  debts ;  1,000  by  criminal  punish- 
ments :  1,000  sddiers  die  annually  out  of 
the.  course  of  nature,  by  the  manner  of 
shifting  i^ur  troops  from  station  to  sta* 
tioQ,  to  pick  up  the  diseases  of  all  climates ; 
some  millions  are  lost,  to  national  defence, 
by  the  oppressive  laws  about  religion  in 
Ireland.  Is  it  pdssible  to  consider  these 
fiicts,  and  assert  there  is  no  defect  in  the 
government  under  which  they  happen? 
The  introduction  of  foreigners  by  buls  of 
naturalization,  or  stretches  of  prerogative, 
to  remedy  such  waste,  can  only  render 
the  disease  more  incuraUe.  Adiministra- 
tion  place  this  war  to  the  account  of  the 
dignity. of  the  nation;  for  they  ackoow* 
ledge  no  other  profit,  or  advantage,  can 
be  reaped  from  it  But  is  there  any  step 
that  can  reduce  the  reputation  of  this 
country  so  low,  as  ihat  of  depending  on 
the  electorate  of  Hanover  for  the  interior 
government  of  its  own  subjects  ?  What  a 
confoasion  at  the  outset  in  this  business  I 
that  Great  Britain  is  unequal  to  the  con* 
test !  How  .are  the  mighty  fidlen  since 
the  peace  of  1763  ?  Wl^it  a  spectacle  for 
£urope  1  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
force  of  the  empire  is  really  so  diminisbed, 
or  most  we  impute  it  to  the  injustice  of 
the  cause,  and  tne  madness  of  our  rulers, 
who,  without  exterior  cause,  have  rent  the 
empire  asunder  in  so  deplorable  a  degree  ? 
So  far  I  have  reasoned  on  the  bad  policy 
of  this  measure,  supposing  it  had  been  . 
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permitted  by  the  law  of  the  constitution. 
I  shall  now  consider  it  upon  the  spirit,  and 
then  upon  the  letter  of  the  law. 

The  spirit  of  the  constitution  is  fully 
declared  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  an- 
nually by  the  Mutiny  Bill.  "That  the 
raising,  or  keeping  up  a  standing  array, 
within  the  kingdom,  unless  it  be  with  the 
consent  of  parliament,  is  against  law."  Is 
there  any  man  so  narrowed  in  his  ideas  of 
government,  as  to  tliink,  in  a  sentence  de- 
claratory pf  the  first  essential  principles  of 
the  constitution,  that  the  words  *  within 
the  kingdom/  meant  merely  the  territory 
of  England  >  The  Bill  of  Rights  is  not  an 
enacting  law,  but  declaratory  of  the  old 
rights  of  the  subject  by  the  common  law : 
in  this  case  we  most  look  for  the  principle 
that  governs  the  rule ;  wherever  this  prin^ 
ciple  extends,  the  law  applies.  The  prin- 
ciple is  plain,  that  the  king  may  never  be 
able  to  assemble  any  military  forces  for 
unjustifiable  purposes,  so  as  to  overawe 
the  parliament  to  enact,  or  the  people  to 
acquiesce  in  measures,  which  may  be  de- 
structive of  their  freedom.  Let  us  try 
the  construction  contended  for  by  the 
friends  of  administration  by  this  rule :  to 
what  purpose  prohibit  the  kmg  from  exer- 
cising this  power  in  England,  if  he  can 
aise  or  introduce  into  Ireland  or  Guern* 
sev,  or  the  plantations,  whatever  -number 
of  armed  men  he  pleases  ?  The  reasoning 
is  so  weak  and  absurd,  that  I  am  well  in- 
formed, the  first  law  officer  of  the  king- 
dom has  abandoned  it  in  another  as- 
sembly ;  besides,  if  this  doctrine  takes 
place,  what  security  have  the  people  in 
the  colonies  for  any  of  their  privileges,  if 
his  Majesty  can  order  what  number  of 
forces  he  pleases,  into  the  different  colo- 
nies, without  the  consent  of  parliament  ? 
How  does  this  accord  with  the  doctrine  of 
virtual  representation  I  If  their  memberi 
here  have  no  vote  in  the  most  material  of 
all  other  concerns  in  a  free  state,  the 
power  of  the  sword,  the  feeble  protection 
from  withholding  their  pay  and  subaistance 
is  of  little  avail :  the  elector  of  Hanover 
may  pay  them;  men  in  arms  will  ever 
find  money  for  themselves.  Nor  can 
there  be  any  reason  alleged  for  resigning 
this  power  to  the  crown :  foreigners  never 
can  be  employed  without  leaving  sufficient 
time  for  calling  the  parliament ;  whenever 
it  is  necessary  to  employ  them,  the  occa- 
sion must  be  so  momentous  as  to  demand 
the  advice  of  the  great  council  of  the  na^ 
tion.  To  allege,  as  in  the  present  case, 
4hat  the  members  of  this  House  would 
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rather  submit  that  the  crown  sboukl  poi- 
sess  the  power  of  butchering  half  the  inh^ 
bitants  of  the  empire,  than  be  distuibei 
in  their  diversion  of  killing  a  oartridge,  ii 
the  severest  satire  that  could  be  prs- 
nounced  upon  us.  It  may  be  trae  sf 
the  majority.  But  in  that  case  I  ad^  if 
there  can  be  ao  strong  a  proof  of  a  46 
dining  empire  i  1  ask,  if  such  dispositiom 
prevail,  if  the  people  of  America  have  ast 
just  grounds  of  jealousy  against  Mabnut- 
ting  the  protection  of  their  dearest  ri^ 
to  such  guardians  ?  I  maintain  ihtstt  wn 
foil  and  sufficient  time,  without  retsnlio| 
the  measure,  to  call  the  parKament;  ihe 
transports,  with  the  Hanoverians,  are  not 
even  yet  sailed  from  Stade.  The  msDOcr 
of  mentioning  the  fact  in  the  King*! 
Speech,  (more  as  a  piece  of  news  thsn-ii 
a  measure  on  which  we  could  ddibertte) 
sufficiently  shows  that  the  prerogative « 
sending  foreign  troops  to  every  part  ef 
his  Majesty's  dominions  beyond  the  kiii|i 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  b  claimed  by  ba 
Majesty's  ministers  as  an  aadouM 
power  m  the  crown  :  and  thoagh  the  Bil 
of  Indemnity,  now  introduced,  shews  they 
are  under  much  difficulty  in  maintsia^g 
this  doctrine  by  ai^menty  yet  every  mas 
of  sense  must  see  this  buainess  is  voatif 
to  amuse  the  country  ffeotlemeii,  tfa^ 
they  might  reture  with  decency  on  ddi 
day ;  for  I  defy  them,  under  all  the  MSn 
of  parliamentary  doublings,  to  B^gitiie 
this  motion,  consistent  with  their  fomr 
principles. 

Another  objection  to  this  measiiiee^ 
curs  very  strongly  to  me.  His  Mtj/fftf 
has  declared,  that  any  treaty  wbyb  noif 
be  made  for  the  employment  ofibieigt 
assistance,  shidl  be  laid  before  the  Houifr 
Now  I  maintain,  some  treaty  for  miitnil 
contract  (which  is  here  the  same  tbisg) 
roust  have  been  made  with  the  elector  i 
Hanover,  and  registered  in  his  coudgiI  fcr 
the  employing  uose  troops.  Tbty  Sft 
corps  as  distinct  from  the  troops  «  tUi 
country  as  the  Russians*  His  Mqes^ 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover,  are,  in  tbcir 
political  capacity,  as  distinct  as  the  empM 
and  tlie  king  of  Great  Britain.  Does  mf 
one  suppose,  ao  perfoct  a  despotim  pi^ 
vails  in  Hanover,  that  the  elector  hssiv** 
dered  the  troops  of  that  state  without  tooe 
formal  capitulation  ?  If  there  bai  ben  a 
capitulation,  vre  have  a  right  to  see  A 
The  ministers  have  engaged  his  Msjest^* 
word,  chat  every  treaty  for  that  pu>p^ 
shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  io  <:*^  ^ 
withheld,  or  deni^  they  are  respoow 
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for  the  breach  of  so  sacred  a  dedaration. 
Bat  after  sportiDg  wkh  the  royal  procla* 
-QatioDy  imaer  all  the  seals  and  solemiiities 
flf  the  state,  in  the  Quebec  Bill ;  after  de- 
tpisiDg  charters  of  gDvemmeiit  granted  by 
bJB  Majesty's  predecessors*  and  acquiesced 
nnder  for  naadreds  of  years,  as  the  proper 
executive  form  of  bindine  the  natJOD,  I  am 
not  turprised,  they  mock  and  ridicule  a 
ipeech  to  parliament  of  their  own  drawing. 
I  come  now  to  consider  the  letter  of 
the  law.  The  Act  of  Settlement  12  W.  3, 
c.  2.  enacts,  **  that  no  person  born  outof 
die  kiogdoms  of  Bngland,  Scotland,  or 
lieland,  or  the  dominions  thereto  belons- 
iog,  (although  he  b^  naturalized,  or  made 
a  deMzen)  except  such  as  are  born  of 
English  parents,  shall  be  capable  to  enjov 
Mj  office,  or  place  of  trust,  civil  or  raill- 
tKy."  Now  1  ask,  if  possession  of  the 
ifftreas  of  Gibraltar,  or  Port  Mahtm,  is 
flat  a  great  military  trust  ?  I  ask,  if  the 
iiog  could  commit  this  trust  to  the  officers 
sf  Spain,  or  France?  1  desire  to  know 
vkre  the  distinction  in  point  of  law  is  to 
be  fbuod,  which  readers  it  more  Wal  to 
nMDisit  those  great  national  bulwarks  to 
Bioovenans  than  Spaniards  ?  The  mi- 
Birtry,  Under  the  dwe  of  Newcastle,  by 
Mince  of  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland, 
tad  made  the  aame  mistake  as  to  the  pre- 
Mgathre  of  Uie  crown  in  a  capitulation  they 
id  made  with  eolonel  Prevost,  for  em- 
doying  foreigners  in  America,  without 
fae  previous  consent  of  parKamenr.  I 
inrd  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  place,  tell  the  then 
■Mnisters,  if  they  should  dare  to  employ 
Kh  troops,  he  should  consider  the  Act  of 
tettiemeot  as  broken,  and  that  he  would 
fefKach  the  advisers  of  such  illegal  raea- 
vea;  tliis  was  at  ahe  commencement  of 
war  with  France,  yet  no  apprehension  of 
taiger  could  induce  that  great  man  to 
Md  any  constitatloBal  point  to  the  expe- 
fency  of  the  moment,  which  miffhtesta- 
Ui  a  precedeist,  that  might  ruin  his  coun- 

?^  These  mdmsfers,tboogh  in  possession 
Ml  as  gneat  a  majority  as  generally  fol- 
^  the  Tetce  of  l»e  noble  lord  in  my 
f^  were  too  wise  to  persevere*  They 
tought  in  the  Act  of  the  29  Geo.  2,  c.  5, 
i  enable  hk  Majesty  to  grant  commissions 
I  foreign  Protestants  itf  America,  only 
ith  the  several  limitations  in  the  Bill, 
hich  every  officer  knows.  If  his  Ma- 
tty had  possessed  the  power  of  employing 
aeign  troops,  where  was  the  necessity  of 
leh  a  Bill  f  The  distinction  that  is  tbken 
f  tli%  noble  lord  in  the  war  department, 
tiiiiag  te.  the  last  degree.    He  says  the 


difference  ia  obvious,  because  in  the  one 
case,  'they  hold  commissions  from  the 
King;  in  the  other,  from  the  elector  of 
Hanover.  Are  they  less  to  be  feared,  be« 
cause  they  do  not  hold  their  commissions 
from  the  stated  Are  they  not  equally 
under  the  order  of  his  Majesty,  when  they 
enter  his  dominions?  The  law  does  not 
say,  they  shall  not  hold  any  commissions^ 
but  any  office^  *  or  place  of  trust,'  civil  or 
military.  Ow  ancestors  did  not  guard 
against  the  shadow,  and  submit  to  the 
pressure  of  the  substance.  What  further 
confirms  me  in  this  opinion  is,  the  words 
of  the  Mutiny  Bill.  It  declares,  as  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  constitution,  **  that  no  man 
can  be  forejudged  of  life,  or  limb,  or  suffer 
any  punishment,  but  by  the  judgment  of 
his  peers."  It  makes  the  exception  as  to 
the  army,  to  be  employed  under  that  Bill. 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  are  expressly  men- 
tioned as  plaoes  within  the  purview  of  the 
Act.  Every  one  is  now  convinced,  from 
the  case  of  Fabrrgas,*  after  ail  the  chi-  . 
cane  to  avoid  the  decision,  that  subjects 
in  Gibraltar,  or  Minorca,  are  equally  lia- 
ble to  the  protection  of  the  common  lav, 
against  oppressions,  as  in  other  parts  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions.  The  Mutiny  Act 
declares,  as  the  only  authority  under  which 
courts  martial  can  oe  held,  «<'That  his  Mi^ 
jesty  may  grant  his  warrant  to  the  lord  liei>- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  or  other  chief  governor 
or  governors  there,  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  governor  or  governors  of  Minorca,  Gi^ 
braltar,  and  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
beyond  the  seas  respectively,  or  the  per- 
son or  persons  there  commanding,  in 
chief,  his  Majesty's  forces,  from  time  to 
time,  to  appoint  courts  martial  in  ,the 
kingdom  m  Ireland,  and  other  places  and 
dominions  respectively  :  in  which  courts 
martial,  all  the  oiences  above  mentioned, 
and  all  odier  offences  hereinafter  speci- 
fied, shall  be  tried  and  proceeded  against, 
in  sudi  manner,  as  by  this  Act  shall  be 
hereafter  directed."  The  subsequent 
part  of  the  Act  declares,  *\  That  every 
member,  assisting  at  such  trial,  before  any 
proceedings  can  be  had  thereupon,  shaU 
swear,  that  he  will  administer  justice  ac* 
cording  to  the  rules  and  articles,  for  the 
better  government  of  his  Majesty's  forces, 
and  according  to  the  act  of  parliament 

now  in  force,  for  the  punishment  of  mu« 

-    1 1  .J.. ._  _i_     II  '  -i     - — ^ 

*  For  the  proceedin^rg  in  an  action  by  Mr. 
Fabrigas,  against  lieuienaut  general  IKutatyo, 
goreroor  of  Minorca,  for  false  imprisooment 
and  banislimeot,  see  Howeli's  State  TrialSi 
vol.  30,  p.  8t. 
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tiny  and  desertimi»  and  other  crimeB 
therein  mentioned.''  AH  these  valida- 
tions, it  is  imponible  for  any  Hanoverian 
officer  to  comply  with*  Men  who  will  not 
carry  their  ideas  on  the  spot ;  who  will  not 
attend  to  the  precision  of  criminal  pro- , 
ceedingi  by  the  English  law,  which  leaves 
nothins  to  discretion,  find  no  diffiodty  in 
any  tbmg ;  <<  Do  the  best  yon  can,"  sohres 
every  difficulty,  and  forms  every  instruc- 
tion from  them.  Bat  to  men  of  more  ac- 
curate discernment,  I  will  ask  a  few  ^UM- 
tioos.  Can  any  court  martial  be  hdd  in 
Minorca,  or  Gibraltar,  without  warrant 
from  the  governor  ?  Can  his  warrant  order 
any  court  martial,  otherwise  than  as  de- 
acrtbed  by  the  Mutiny  Bill  I  Can  German 
officers,  without  knowing  our  langui^e, 
awear  they  will  administer  justice  accord- 
ing to  a  law  they  do  not  imderstand  ?  In 
case  the  sentence  is  death,  who  is  to  ap- 
prove such  sentence,  or  who  is  to  sign  the 
warrant  to  execute  ?  If  it  is  alleged,  the 
Hanoverians  carry  their  own  military  law 
with  them  into  our  dominions,  I  shall  put 
a  case :  suppose  an  Hanoverian  punished 
by  Hanoverian  law  in  Minorca^  should 
bring  his  action  for  damages  against  the 
sovemor,  or  in  case  of  punishmient  by 
death,  an'  indictment  is  found,  would  such 
a  plea,  in  justification  that  it  was  diMie  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  Hanover,  be  allow- 
ed i  I  maintain  that  it  would  not.  I  as- 
aert,  the  moment  any  man  enters  into  the 
domioioiis  of  th^crown  of  Britam,  he  owes 
a  localallegiance,  andis  habletothe  punish- 
ments and  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  this 
realm  only,  and  that  no  foreign  potentate 
hath,  or  can  exercise  any  jurisdiction,  ec- 
clesiastical, civil,  or  mifitary,  within  the 
aame«  If  these  positions  are  true,  I  de- 
mand then,  under  what  law  are  the  Ha- 
noverians to  be  tried  ?  If  they  can  neither 
be  tried  by  our  martial  law,  or  their  own, 
I  ask,  in  what  state  of  security  are  those 
garrisons  left,  when  .entrusted  to  men 
binder  no  regular  martial  discipline  ?  All 
these  things  prove  not  only  the  necessity 
of  the  previous  consent  of  parliament,  be- 
fore foreign  troops  can  be  introduced  into 
the  King's  dominions,  but  the  necessity 
of  an  act  of  parliament  to  accommodate 
the  law  to  their  situation.  Some  men, 
from  approving  the  measure,  may  think 
this  opposition  springs -from  captious  mo- 
tives :  I  think  I  have  said  enough,  and 
quoted  respectable  authority  sufficient  to 
vindicate  the  movers  from  such  reproach. 
Numbers  in  this  House,  conceiving  them- 
aelves  happy  under  various  lucratiye  em- 


ploymeDts  and  bomitiea  fran  ths  crovsi 
do  not  perorite  thepragicssivesteiisthe 
prerogative  is  makiag.    Besides  tbeUjr 
increase  of  infloence  by  ftiii4«^*ifi»il  nhm 
andpenaioos,  when  I  consider  the  weight 
thrown  into  that  pf«pooderating  sale  bjr 
the  Royal  Marriage  Bill;  the  violeat  su 
tempt  to  raise  money  on  the  sab^bjr 
proclamation,  in  the  caae  of  the  4J  |ia 
cent,  which  was  at  last  condemned  mtke 
courts  of  law,  notwitfaslandine  eiciy  de- 
struction that  could  be  devised;  thegicHi 
inordinate  and  iniouitona  power  gitea  It 
the  crown  by  a  violafiaon  oi  all  the  ri|^ 
of  the  menAers  f£  the  East  India  Con- 
pany;   the   farther  brenches  in  tbe-di 
fiKm    of  goverwaeoi,   by   the  uBand 
powers  yielded  to  his  Majeaty  by  the  Qiil> ' 
bee  Act,. and  Boston  Port  Bill;  I  an^ 
when  I  consider  these  strides,  jiaoe  oe 
short  period,  of  his  Majeaty's  acccnien 
the  great  increase  of  our  peace  cslsbliA^i 
ment  in  the  Beet  and  anny,  I  cannot  hdp : 
expressing  the  alarms  I  feel,  that  a  dcn^i 
tic  govemmefitia  actuaU^  intended,  vit 
the  proceedings  in  America  are  oaly  Ibi 
forerunner  of  what  is  preparing  ftr  oos* 
selves  at  home,  and  that  nothing  can  ifr 
sure  the  success  of  those  schemes  so  eft»: 
tually,  as  establishing  the  princmle  vbakj 
is  now  contended  for,  that  the  Kiog  f^^ 
overawe  us  with  foreign  troopa;  if  *^*^ 
not  disposed  to  receive  the  chains  tbstMr 
ministers  are  forging  for  us. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  beg  leave  to  ^  ly 
word  or  two,  on  theaubject  of  the  difleni 
addresses  to  the  crown,  which  have  bc0 
so  often  mentioned  in  this  House^  Ii4 
given  to  the  public  with  audi  affiBCt^m 
rade  in  the  CSasette,  even  desceadiif  N| 
the  meanest  Scotch  burgh,  while  petiMl| 
from  the  first  counties  in  England  hsrt 
been  denied  that  honour ;  nMking  tk^ 
Gazette,  which  should  be  a  p>ftf«>^ 
thentic  intelligence,  a  vehicle  ot  Uit'^ 
formation,  more  shameless  than  tbst  m 
Bruxells  during  the  last  war.  Fint,  itii 
asserted,  to  inflame  the  nation,  thst  M 
provindals  had  exercised  great. craelia| 
and  had  scalped. our  soldiers.  'Om^ 
assert  to  be  a  notorious  fijaehood;  tfcll 
one  man  who  was  killed  was  aftcwmfc 
scalped  at  Concord,  I  believe  to  beMl| 
but  the  treatment  given  to  the  Kgg 
troops  in  general,  who  were  then  wtm- 
prisoners,  was  humane  and  gco^'Jf^ 
Another  false  iact,  asserted  in  t^e  ^: 
zette,  was,  that  Mr.  Sayer  had  beea  ttW 
up  for  high  treason.  The  <to>T^[J 
scheme  to  seize  his  Majesty's  penoiivvvi 
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going  to  the  Parliament  House,  was  cir- 1 
catited  with  the  utmost  industry ;  but 
irheD  the  warrant  wais  produced  before  a 
Jodge,  not  remarkable  for  leaning  to  the 
duie  ai  liberty,  ifc  appeared  the  commit- 
ment was  for  treasonable  practices ;  and 
the  whole  story  appeared  so  futile  and  ri- 
dicttloDBi  that  this  magistrate  shewed  his 
utmost  contempt  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
Tet  these  truths  never  reach  the  country : 
men  read  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Americans 
abroad,  and  the  indignant  treason  of  their 
rf^ettors  at  home;  what  good  subject, 
vnder  such  belief,  would  not  ofer  his  life 
^  fortune  in  defence  of  his  Majesty's 
|«fson  ?  If  I  could  have  believed  any  ae- 
^pi  against  his  Majesty,  I  should  have 
basn  among  the  foremost  to  c&t  my  life 
ia  his  service.  Knowing  the  whole  to  be 
•  vicfced  contrivance  of  the  minister  to 
deceive  the  King,  and  delude  his  people ; 
wj  iadignatton  turns  against  the  con- 
Invers  of  such  shameful  ^ots.  What  can 
he  said  in  vindication  of  such  proceedings  > 
h  the  protection  of  the  personal  liberty  of 
As  sobject  no  part  of  the  bunness  of  this 
Boose?  The  president  Montesquieu  says, 
Ihat  the  spirit  of  liberty  sees  with  the  eye 
if  a  jealous  mother  the  injury  that  is  done 
^  efery  individaal  i  What  man  is  safe 
Inder  such  machinations  ?  The  ministerial 
llngniphsin'the  news*papers,  had  long 
itenied  with  accounts  of  mtercepted  let- 
ns.  At  length  a  contrivance  is  devised 
^  search  the  private  papers  of  a  suspected 
idiriduai.  Will  the  advisers  of  those 
KMres  tell  us,  what  they  have  now 
kond^  or  formerly  possessed  r  Will  they 
ndoce  some  of  this  inteitepted  corres- 
Mideoee,  that  the  world  may  judge  be- 
t'ten  us?  I«et  us  see  upon  what  ground 
i3  was  denied  to  this  oppressed  gentle- 
Mn  i  Why  be  was  sent  close  prisoner  to 
k  Tower  f  Why  bis  counsel  was  denied 
tnittaDce?  If  there  are  no  grounds  for 
|di  emd  severity,  mankind  must  per- 
nve  the  aiotive  for  propagating  such 
Uties.  The  tide,  of  addressing  may 
*B;  when  the  people  see  how  grossly 
ity  have  been  imposed  on  by  &be  ac- 
Mits,  and  fidse  intelliffenoey  from  every 
inter;  whssa  they  find  that  all  true  in- 
imatioii  hea  been  purposely  denied  at 
Nne  and  abroad.  I  say,  when  the  peo- 
k  become  sensible  of  those  truths,  their 
^eeancemay  recoil  with  redoubled  fury, 
itfiard  Cromw^,  and  James  the  ^d, 
d  their  ooflers  filled  with  addresses, 
tee  or  Ibor  months  before  th<^  were 
tposseased   ef   sdl   authority^      These 


should  be  examples  what  little  reliance 
can  be  nlaced  on  empty  words.  The  good 
sense  or  this  country  is  often  deceived  at 
first,  but  they  generally  return  to  the  prin- 
dples  of  freedom  at  last.  The  American 
contest  is  complicated  in  its  nature;  it 
demands  much  information,  and  a  process 
of  reasoning,  on  the  great  principles  of  so- 
ciety, to  understand  9ie  subject;  every  art 
is  used  to  mislead  and  misrepresent,  by 
men  reaping  the  harvest  of  our  troubles. 
When  the  nation  shall  feel  the  great  loss, 
and  the  ruinous  expence  attending  the 
measures  of  administration;  when  Ame> 
rica  is  lost,  I  am  in  no  doubt,  they  will  in- 
vestigate die  subject,  and  call  those  to  se- 
vere account,  who  are  leading  them  hood- 
winked In  this  wild  career,  which  cannot 
be  justified  on  any  of  those  principles  of 
liberty,  or  sound  policy,  by  which  the 
ftme  of  this  country  has  been  renowned 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  by  which 
it  has  hitherto  invigorated  every  part  of  its 
dominions  throughout  the  globe ;  by  which 
it  has  raised,  and  by  wmch  alone  it  can 
maintain,  this  mighty  empire. 

Mr.  Walter  Stanhope,  in  support  of  the 
motion,  recapitulated  what  he  called  the 
errors  and  blunders  of  administration ;  and 
prophesied  the  worst  consequences  if  the 
a£Surs  of  this  country  were  permitted  to 
remain  much  longer  in  the  hands  of  the 
present  ministers. 

Lord  Barrington.  Upon  this  ques^on^ 
I  shall,  from  the  attention  which  I  have 
given  the  subject,  firom  being  in  office, 
endeavour  to  shew  the  House  wherein  I 
think  the  present  motion  is  against  truth ; 
and  that  there  is  nothing  illeg^  in  the  pre- 
sent case.  The  Bill  of  Rights  dedares, 
that  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  the 
kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  and  without 
the  consent  of  parliament,  is  illesal ;  and 
that  dedaration  I  take  to  be  founded  upon 
the  common  law  of  the  land;  but  I  think 
it  has,  as  the  Bill  expresses  it,  reference 
only  to  the  kingdom  itself,  and  not  to  the 
dependendes  of  it,  of  which  our  history 
will  give  us  the  clearest  proof.  Go  so  far 
back  as  the  case  of  Calais;  there  was  a 
garrison  kept  in  that  fortress  regularly, 
without  any  consent  of  parliament.  Then 
there  were  Dunkirk  and  Tangier,  the  garri- 
sons of  which  were  kept  up  without  having 
the  least  recourse  to  parliament ;  nor  was 
it  ever  dreamt  of,  that  the  sovereigns  of 
this  country  were  acting  illegally  in  keep- 
ing up  such  garrisons.  As  to  the  expe- 
dient^ of  the  measure,  it  is  justifiable,  be- 
cause foreign  troops  are  easier  to.be  had» 
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and  at  the  same  time  cheaper  than  our 
own  troops.  I  know  from  the  experience 
of  last  year's  recruiting,  that  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  have  procured  new  levies 
in  that  time.  He  declared  the  measure  to 
be  legal,  and  said  he  should  pity  and  con- 
temn the  minister  who  should  ask  for  a 
Bill  of  Indemnity ;  fof  his  part  he  wanted 
none,  though  he  had  had  a  principal  share 
in  advising  the  measure. 

Mr.  T.  Totonshend.  The  dangers  that 
might  arise  from  the  introduction  of  fo- 
reisn  troops  into  the  dependencies  of  the 
reidm,  if  not  illegal,  might  be  very  great; 
for  it  might  easily  be  in  the  power  of  an  ill- 
designing  prince  to  fill  all  the  exterior  parts 
of  the  dominions  with  foreign  mercenaries^ 
and  take  opportunities  to  make  them  the 
means  of  overturning  the  constitution.  No 
man  should  forget  the  natural  tendency  of 
standing  foreign  troops ;  they  cannot  es* 
teem  your  laws ;  they  know  not  your  con* 
stitution ;  they  cannot  respect  it.  Recol- 
lect the  case  of  the  Hanoverian  soldier  at 
Maidstone,  where  the  commanding  officer 
told  the  civil  officer,-  **  Release  the  man, 
or  I  have  8,000  men  here,  and  I  will  beat 
down  your  gaol,  and  take  him  by  force." 
Sir,  that  will  be  the  language  of  comman- 
ders of  foreign  troops.  They  know  not 
the  laws,  they  cannot  respect  them.    Dis- 

gutes  will  arise  in  quarters,  and  they  must 
e  terminated  in  this  manner.  But  let  ns 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  and  see  what  miserable  work  the 
soldiery  have  made.  Sir,  theyliave  over- 
turned Europe  from  its  basis.  Look  at 
Sweden,  where  the  king,  merely  by  the 
means  of  an  army,  has  cut  the  throat  of 
Swedish  liberty,  and  rules  by  the  sword ; 
and  I  might  here  observe,  that  this  admi- 
nistration in  Eneland  was  accessary  to  the 
'  mischief,  or  at,  least  attempted  to  prevent 
a  renaration.    1  have  been  told  on  pretty 

fooa  authority,  that  when  the  empress  of 
lussia  was  about  to  stir  in  favour  of  the 
old  government  of  Sweden,  we  interposed, 
and  threatened  her  with  the  fleet  of  Eng- 
land, if  she  made  any  such  attempt.  He 
was  zealous  in  vindication  of  the  character 
and  reputation  of  kin^  William  the  9rd, 
whom  he  called  our  immortal  deliverer, 
which  had  been  assassinated  in  print,  and 
the  work  encourased,  (alluding  to  sir 
J.  Dalrymple's  book.^ 

Mr.  Sei^eant  Adatr  supported  the  mo- 
tion. He  first  observed  on  the  arguments 
that  had  been  used  on  the  other  side  of  die 
question,  particularly  by  lord  Barrington. 
He  said,  the  noble  lord  had  affirmed  that 


there  was  no  statute  law  whk^limiied 
the  number  offerees,  or  the  power  of  the 
crowa  in  that  respect,  before  the  Refidv- 
tion ;  yet  he  admitted  that  Chariei  the 
2nd  keeping  a  standing  army  without  con- 
sent of  pariiament,  was  contrary  to  lanr; 
it  must  therefore  be  contrary  to  the  a&- 
cient  principles  of  the  constitution,  which 
the  Serjeant  contended,  equally  8|^4ied  to 
the  present  case. 

With  regard  to  the  instances  oieationed, 
of  keeping  troops  in  Calais,  Dunkirk,  osd 
Tangier,  without  authority  of  pariisiaeot, 
he  said,  that  the  ill-consequences  of  the 
two  latter  instances,  had  already  been  iiif« 
ficiently  pointed  out,  and  the  noble  loud 
himself  had,  with  great  candour,  giveoaa 
answer  in  the  very  next  sentence,  by  «b> 
serving  that  the  same  king  who  kept 
troops  in  those  two  garrriaons,  kepC  dm 
alsou  Enfflaad  without  consent  otpariii- 
ment,  so  that  no  inference  could  beditin 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  one,  more  thao  of 
the  other,  whicn  the  noble  lord  had  ad- 
mitted to  be  illegal.  As  to  Cahtis,  it «« 
the  last  remnant  of  those  extensive  ten^ 
tories  formerly  held  in  France,  by  ov 
kings,  who  claimed  also  the  crown  of  tkl 
kingdom ;  and  no  consent  of  the  ptiiii> 
ment  of  England  could  be  necesBSiyli 
enable  the  King  to  keep  troops  in  li 
French  dominions. 

He  then  argued  from  the  priodplei  d 
the  constitution,  that  the  king  ne?er  hri 
a  power  to  keep  up  a  standing  wmji 
mercenary  soldiers,  in  any  part. of  die  ii* 
minions  cif  the  rrown  of  England,  in  te 
of  peace,  without  authority  ofparliimwt 
Nor  to  introduce  foreign*  troops  at  aaf 
time,  without  parliamentary  consent  111 
ancient  armies  of  the  crown  were  ca^_ 
posed  of  those  who  served  by  virtoe 
their  tenure,  for  a  limited  time,  and 
particular  services;  which  the  kaii^ 
mtitled  to  in  common  wiUi  other  ''^ 
lords  in  right  of  properQr  and 
That  from  the  abolition  of  those 
tenures,  the  crown  hadnocoosdi 
military  force  whatever,  any  where, 
what  should  be  granted  oy 
That  the  Bill  of  Rights  being 
of  the  ancient  laws  and  constitution, 
be  construed  as  extenaively  as  the 
pies  from  whence  it  was  derived ;  a 
confined  to  the  mere  words  of  the 
ration,  which  had  a  reference  to  the 
chief  recited  in  the  preamble^  but 
be  applied  to  all  mischiefr  that  came 
in  the  same  principles.  'That  it  bad 
held,.in  another  Houae,  by  the  Lotd ' 
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cdor;  thai  thb  clause  of  the  Bill  of 
R%bti|  by  the  spirit  and  fair  construction 
of  ic,  ApPJH^  ^  sU  t^  dominions  of  the 
crown.  That  this  construction  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Mutiny  Act;  which  after 
Kciting  the  very  words  of  the  Bill  of 
^gbts,  goes  on  to  say,  that  it  is  necessary 
that  a  body  of  forces  should  be  kept  up 
for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the 
dJefeoce  of  the  possessions  of  tlie  crown  of 
Gieat-Britain,  Ac.  From  whence  he  in- 
fimredy  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  legis- 
lature^ that  forces  could  not  be  kept  up 
fqf  any  of  these  purposes,  without  consent 
of  parliament.  That  it  was  no  answer,  to 
•sy  that,  in  fact,  the  number  of  troops 
SNDtioBed  in  that  Act,  are  only  those 
kept  up  in  Great  Britain,  exclusive  of 
those  employed  in  the  garrisons  abroad ; 
because  estimates  were  every  year  laid  be- 
fore parliament,  and  suppjjes  granted  for 
the  express  purpose  of  supporting,  the 
troops  kept  in  those  sarrisons,  as  wcJl  as 
10  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  the  one 
had  the.  consent  of  parliament  as  well  as 
the  other. 

He  aigued  further^  that  the  employing 
foreign  officers  was  unlawful,  from  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  by  which  no  person 
born  out  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
Ilin,  though  naturalized,  could  eojov  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  civil  or  military. 
Aod  that  the  command  of  a  body  of  troops 
at  Gibraltar  or  .Minorca,  was  certainly  an 
office  or  place  of  military  trusL  That  this 
Citencled  not  only  to  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  but  to  all  its  dominions,  he 
au4,  was  still  further  confirmed  by  the 
Aa  of  29  Geo.  2,  c  5,  by  which  the  king 
vai  enabled  to  grant  military  commissions 
to  foreign  Protestants  in  America,  which 
sronld  have  been  altogether  unnecessary, 
if  the  king  by  his  own  authority  could 
bave  esaployed  foreigners  in  any  part  of 
bii  dommions.  And  he  pointed  out  to 
tte  attention  of  the  House,  the  precau- 
tioM  taken  in  that  Act,  by  limitmg  the 
luaaber  of  such  foreign  officers,  obliging 
tbem  to  take  the  oaths,  and  declaring  that 
the  colonel  should  be  a  natural  born  sub- 
}Mt;  none  of  which  were  or  could  be 
taken  in  the  present  instance  of  the  Hano- 
vsnan  troops,  without  the  authority  of 
psrliainent«  Afler  enlarging  upon  these 
^pica,  he  stated  to  the  House  the  doubts 
AM  difficulties  that  must  arise,  by  what 
■V  t^ose  foreign  troops  should  be  govern- 
ed, or  their  discipline  maintained.  For 
aotwithstrading  m  that  had  been  said  of 
Mr  own  martial  law,  he  iosisted  that  no 
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man  could  be  put  to  death  in  the  dominions 
of  this  country  by  any  other  authority 
than  the  Mutmy  Act,  or  the  law  of  the 
land.  He  put  it  to  the  crown  lawyers,  to 
say,  by  what  law  disputes  arising  between 
the  British  troops,  or  inhabitants,  and  the 
Hanoverians,  were  to  be  decided. 

He  contended,  that  the  proposition  con* 
tained  in  the  motion,  was  not  only  strictly 
warranted  by  the  principles  of  law  and  the 
constitution,  but  that  it  was  highly  neces« 
sary  that  the  House  should  come  to  such  a 
dedaration,  to  avert  the  danger  arising 
from  the  precedent ;  more  especially  after 
the  approbation  expressed  in  their  Ad« 
dress.  It  had,  indeed,  been  alledsed,  that 
the  approbation  went  no  further  Uian  the 
eracious  motives^  which  had  induced  hia 
Majesty  to  the  measure  in  question.  That 
he  bad  always  loolced  upon  this  distinctioa 
as  illusory  and  absurd ;  but  at  all  events 
the  only  way  to  demonstrate  that  the  ap« 
probation  went  only  to  the  motives  and 
not  to  the  measure  itself,  was  to  come  to 
the  resolution  how  proposed. 

He  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  ex- 
perience of  all  nations  evinced  the  ex* 
treme  danger  of  callinff  in  the  assistance 
of  foreign  troops ;  and  that  the  Saxons, 
who  had  been  called  into  this  island  to 
support  the  British  government,  had  them- 
selves most  effectually  conquered  and 
overturned  it.  But  of'^ali  foreign  troops, 
said  he,  the  most  danfferous  are  those  who 
are  the  subjects  of  the  king  and  not  6f 
the  crown  and  parliament.  Should  any 
future  prince  or  the  illustrious  house  that 
now  sits  upon  the  throne,  perfectly  unlike 
his  present  Majesty,  assisted  by  ministers 
not  very  unlike  the  advisers  of*^  this  mea- 
sure; Miould,  I  say,  such  a  prince,  de- 
luded by  such  advisers,  entertain  the  mad 
and  ne&rious  design  of  overturning  the 
constitution  of  this  country ;  of  destroying 
that  libertv  which  was  the  glory  and 
strength  of'^  his  government,  and  reducing 
his  kmgdom  to  the  same  abject  state  with 
those  of  most  of  his  neighbours,  what 
means  could  be  so  proper  to  effectuate  so 
wicked  a  purpose,  as  filling  all  parts  of  our 
dominions  beyond  sea,  with  foreign  merce- 
naries, and  putting  our  strongest  garrisons, 
and  half  our  empire,  into  the  hands  of  of- 
ficers and  soldiers,  the  devoted  subjects  of 
the  king,  but  totally  independent  on  the 
crown  or  parliament  of  the  kingdoih  ? 

Mr.  HatiS  Stanley  explained  that  foreign 
soldiers  serving  in  £ngland  were  under  the 
laws  of  England :  and  in  respect  of  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  relative  to  the 
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want  of  men,  he  obterred,  that  we  bad 
more  meo  thni  the  king  of  Pnmia,  who 
kept  200,000  men  on  foot»  end  as  menj 
as  the  House  of  Aostria;  but  as  our  men 
were  emfrfojed  in  arts  and  mani^ictares, 
it  was  more  expedient  to*  take  foieign 
troops  into  our  pay,  which  had  been  the 
imirorm  practice  or  die  kingdom,  from  the 
battle  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  to  this  dav: 
of  which  Terr  many  instances  were  to  be 
met  with  in  Ujmer  and  Froisard. 

Mr.  Gordon  asserted,  that  the  measure 
was  ill^al;  that  a  recruiting  Serjeant 
could  not  enlist  a  sincle  foreigner,  much 
less  could  you.mara  fi?e  battalions  to 
Gibraltar ;  but  condemned  the  motion,  for 
being  an  abstract  proposition,  without  any 
connected  question,  it  might  carry  too  se« 
yere  a  censure  upon  an  Act,  which  he  was 
ooovinced  was  well  meant,  and  very  expe- 
dient ;  he  trusted,  that  its  Ol^aiity  might 
be  established  by  an  alteration  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Bfll  of  Indemni^;  and 
therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  Solidior  General  suted  to  the 
House  the  different  periods  of  time  when, 
and  the  occasions  for  which,  foreign  troops 
had  been  introduced  into  this  kingdom 
wiUiout  the  consent  of  parliament;  ob« 
aenrine  that  there  were  so  many  prece- 
dents for  such'  a  practice,  that  he  wondered 
toy  objections  snould  now  be  so  seriously 
•tarted  against  it  He  embraced  a  variety 
of  circumstances  and  arguments  against 
llie  motion  and  in  favour  of  the  previous 
Question.  Having  established  the  l^ality 
of  the  measure,  he  went  to  the  propriety 
of  it,  and  took  occasion  to  remarx,  that  if 
the  militia  laws  were  duly  enforced,  en- 
larged and  extended,  there  would  never 
more  be  any  occasion  for  them  to  ddbate 
on  questions  concerning  foreign  troops,  as 
auch  would  be  totally  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Burie  observed,  that  one  hon«  gen- 
tleman was  against  the  motion,  because  it 
was  not  an  abstract  proposition  r  ano- 
ther was  against  it,  because  it  was  an 
|d>8tract  proposition.  He  said,  it  was 
not  kind  of  Mr.  ^  Gordon  to  figbt  op- 
position with  a  weapon  which  he  knew 
they  could  not  make  use  of.  He  observed, 
that  the  hon.  member  knew  the  measure 
was  illegal,  yet  he  would  vote  in  favour  of 
it.  Now,  said  Mr.  Burke,  if  I,  or  any  of 
the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
were  to  argue  in  this  manner,  it  would 
cause  a  horse-laugh  in  the  House.  This 
Is  not  an  argument  ^Jbrtiori,  but  d  majm : 
it  is  the  argument  of  a  majority.  He  said 
the  \9amed  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had 
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ransacked  history,  staintes  and  jnmniii^ 
and   had  taken   a   very  iai]^   jovmej, 
throng  which  he  did  not  w«h  to  follow 
him,  bat  he  was  alwsn  ^ad  to  meet  hiis 
at  Us  return  home.   Xet  us,  said  he,  snip 
off  all  this  learned  foliage  from  his  aijpH 
ment;   let  us    unswathe    this    Egyptmi 
corpse,  and  strip  it  of  its  salt,  gum  and 
mummy,  and  see  what   aort   of  a  dry 
skdeton    is  underneath— nothing  hot  a 
single  point  of  law !  The  gentleman  aa- 
sorts  tnat  nothing  but  a  Bui  can  dedare 
the  consent  of  parliament,  not  an  address 
not   a  resolution  of  the  House ;  yet  he 
thinks  a  resolutioa  of  the  House  would  m 
this  case  be  better  than  a   Bill   of  In- 
demnity :  so  that  we  find  a  bill  is  nothingy 
an  address  is  nothing,  a  lesolotion  is  no- 
thing, nay  I  fear  our  libeity  is  notlMi;^ 
and  diat,  ere  long,  our  ri^ts,  fn'iiVaiij 
and  ^irit,nay^  House  itttlf  will  vanUhy 
in  a  previous  question. 

Lord  North  desired  to  know  wiienoe  the 
proofs  and  authorities  of  a  point  of  law 
could  be  better  drawn  than  firom  hiatorft 
statutes,  and  journals ;  he  did  not  think  it 

oqaeni 
He  adnoiied 


was  from  wit,  or  flowers  of  eloquence:,  that 


they  should  be  deduced, 
the  hon.  gentleman's  method  of  proving  a 
resolution  to  be,  nothing;  an  addicna,  na- 
thiug;  a  Bill,  nothing;  and  by  the  aama 
mode  of  reasoning  he  was  indined,  he 
said,  to  conclude,  that  a  long  witty  ^ccbh 
was— nothing. 

Greneral  Cowomv  was  very  sorry  to  sea 
such  learned  genuemen  as  Mr.  Seneant 
Adair  and  the  Solicitor  General  di&r  so 
widelv  on  so  important  a  point.  He  aaidl» 
that  ror  his  part  he  did  not  understand  tfaa 
laws  to  a  practical  nicety ;  but  hia  expe* 
rience  in  that  House  had.  given  bim  aa 
much  knowledge  of  the  constitution^  tiwt 
he  felt  the  measure  illegal  and  dang^eroob 
He  could, not  conceive  with  wlint  pm- 
priety  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  could  be  pio- 
posed  for  a  measure  that  was  legal;  tba 
ideas  of  criminality  and  indemnity  wetc^ 
he  asserted,  inseparable.  He  condenmed 
the  conduct  of  tnose  who  advised  hia  Ma- 
jesty to  bring  foreigners  into  thia  kii^ 
dom,  without  ti^e  consent  of  *' 
but  said  he  woUd  vote  for 
question,  because  the  motion, 
neral,  and  passed  a  censure  on  a 

which  so  mr  as  his  Majes^  was 

ed,  he  was  sure  proceedea  from  die 
motives. 

Sir  fViUiom  Lewum  approved  of  tha 
American  measures,  but  such  was  hia  di^ 
approbaUcud  of  the  paragraph  in  bia  Ma* 
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jerty^  Speech,  which  informed  his  perlia-  I  wants,  I  can  give  it  partly  on  my  legs,  in 
meatf  that  he  had  sent  bis  Hanoverian    which  way  it  will  not  be  a  precedent ;  and 


troopt  to  garrison  Gibraltar  and  Minorca, 
that  he  was  compelled  to  withbdd  his  ap* 
probation  of  measures,  which  in  erery 
other  instance  he  approved. 

The  previous  questioD  being  put,  that 
the  main  Question  be  now  put;  the  House 
difided*    The  Noes  went  forth* 

Tellers. 

JLord  John  Cavenduh 
"(sir  James  Lowther 

f  Sir  George  Howard    •    \ 
(^Mr.  Onslow     ...    -J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Yeas 


Noes 
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DAtU  in  the  Commons  on  a  MoHamJur 
<Ar  Rutwrns  of  the  British  Army  in  Ame» 
*VQi»3  November  !•  Lord  Bamngton 
W  before  the  Honse  the  Army  Esti- 


Coioaei  BarrS   desired   to   know  the 
same,   and   disposition  of  the 


tieops  in  Ameiica,  aocoroing  to  the  last 


Loid  BmrrmgtoH  could  not  satisfy  the 
baa.  gendemm;  but  before  Monday  he 
woold  coosula  some  papers  which  would 
SDshle  tHOi  to  answer  as  much  of  those 
particuhHRS  as  wus  prudent  to  be  dis- 
dssed. 

Col  Barrf.  What  the  noUe  lord  has 
now  laid  is  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  admi- 
mitiition.  Give  infonnation  they  will 
not;  but  th^  will  call  upon  pariiament  to 
vote  Iresh  troops,  without  letting  parlia- 
aieat  know  the  least  of  what  they  oiueht  to 
kamr  concerning  those  which -are  weady 
empbved.  I  shall  therefore  move,  «<  That 
thaie  be  laid  before  the  Honse  an  account 
of  the  last  returns  of  the  number  of  efieo- 
tsre  men,  in  the  several  regiments  and 
eorps  in  his  Majesty's  service,  serving  in 
North  America,  together  with  a  state  of 
the  number  of  sick  and  wounded;  distin- 
gimhing  Uie  several  places  where  the  said 
troops  are  stationed.^* 

Lord  Barrington.  Ever  since  I  have 
been  concemea  in  the  army,  I  know  of 
ao  precedent  similar  to  what  is  now  called 
fcr.  To  caH  during  a  war,  for  the  return 
ef  an  armr,  has  indeed  been  attempted, 
hot  was  uways  opposed,  as  a  practice 
which  miglit  prove  exceedingly  incenve- 
tieiKt  In  the  present  case,  1  do  not  know 
that  any  evils  would  flow  from  it,  but  if 
done  by  a  T^olution  of  the  House,  it  will 
become  a  most  dangerous  precedent.  As 
<•  the  iafomituMi  which  the  gentleman 


if  I  am  not  so  correct,  from  the  papers 
which  1  have  accidentally  about  me,  as 
might  be  expected,  aeainst  to-morrow  I 
will  procure  those  whidi  sliall  be  more  ac* 
curate.  , 

Colonel  BarrS.  Without  entering  into 
the  matter  of  precedent,  whv  not  give 
the  House  an  information  which  can  do 
no  harm,  and  may  do  much  good?  In 
these  matters  accuracy  is  to  be  wished  for. 
As  to  telliog  the  facts  to  me,  1  want  noe 
to  have  a  private  curiosity  gratified:  I 
want  not  to  be  paid  m  private  a  public 
debt.  The  information  should  be  gene- 
ral. The  ministers  of  the  crown  have 
admitted  that  they  were  deceived— they 
have  deceived  parUament;  which  would 
not  have  been  the  case,  had  information 
been  laid  before  us :  my  motion  demands 
only  information,  that  before  we  vote 
more  troops  we  mav  know  something  coo* 
cemmg  tnose  we  have  already.  Let  us 
know  to  what  ^tent  future  estimates  are 
to  go,  that  when  we  have  voted  one  num- 
ber, sopposbg  it  to  he  the  total,  tliere 
may  not  be  after  demands.  The  House 
must  proceed  in  the  dark,  as  we  have  hi- 
iherto  done,  if  we  are  not  informed  what 
the  state  of  the  army  in  Boston  ii,  and 
what  the  distribution  is  to  be.  The  in- 
fiormation  1  have  had,  which  is  that  of  the 
public,  is  onlv  that  of  the  troops  being  be- 
sieged; a  Hght-house  burnt  under  the 
nose  of  the  fl^t,  and  the  men  sent  to  re- 
pair it  carried  off  by  the  enemy.  Let  us 
Know  the  truth,  and  we  riiaU  then  be  able 
to  proceed  with  our.  eyes  open. 

Lord  BarrinponM  The  last  return  ia 
that  of  July  19m,  which  was  received  here 
the  25th  October.  By  this  it  appears  diat 
the  number  of  men  in  Boston,  exclusive 
of  three  regiments  going  over  to  join 
them,  was  8,550,  of  which  1, 4*82  were  sick 
end  wounded,  and  354  missing,  of  which— 

Mr.  Welbore  EUis*  I  submit  it  to  the 
noble  lord,  whether  it  would  not  be  also 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  to  lay 
before  us  these  particulars  of  the  rebel 
army? 

Colonel  BarrS.  I  give  the  right  boo. 
ffentleman  credit  for  ndiat  he  lays;  lay 
before  the  House  the  number  and  strength 
of  the  provincial  troops,  that  we  may  know 
whether  you  can  fight  them,  that  we  may 
judge  of  your  demands,  and  know  if  the 
troops  you  ask  will  be  as  competent  to  the 
service  they  are  to  perform  as  were  those 
of  last  year.    He  expressed  bis  surprise 


839]  16  GEORGE  liL     Motion  for  t\e  Returns  of  the  BriiiA  Amy.     [M 


that  govenmieDt  had  do  returas  of  the 
army  later  than  the  19th  July. 

Mr.  T.  Toutmhend.  On  the  point  of 
precedent,  1  can  give  the  noble  lord  one, 
fully  in  point.  I  moved  for  the  return  of 
the  regiments  employed  in  the  aflbir  of  St. 
Vincent's,  and  it  was  laid  before  the 
House.* 

Mr.  Fox.  It  is  evident  from  what  has 
passed,  that  the  plea  of  acting  contrary  to 
precedent  will  not  avail  the  noble  lord. 
What  Uierefore  is  the  true  reason  for  the 
ministers  refusing  to  lay  the  information 
called  for  before  the  House?  Merely,  I 
assert,  to  keep  parliament  in  ignorance. 
Was  die  fair  truth  to  be  laid  before  the 
House,  the  demands  of  ministers  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  facts  they  pro- 
duced. This  was  the  case  last  session, 
and  they  have  kept  back  all  information,- 
and  imposed  on  the  House  in  order  to  get 
the  cry  of  the  people  before  the  extent  of 
the  evil  was  known.  But  they  have  taken 
care,  to  a  degree  of  affectation,  to  inform 
Tou  that  it  is  the  rights  not  of  the  crown 
but  of  parliament,  for  which  they  are 
"fighting,  and  vet  with  an  inconsistency 
worthy  only  of  themselves,  they  will  not 
allow  parliament  the  least  information  to 
know  how  to  fight  for  those  rights  which 
they  say  are  peculiarly  its  own.  This  is 
the  conduct,  Sir,  which  has  driven  from 
them  some  of  the  most  manly  and  re- 
spectable characters  in  the  kingdom. 
They  were  deceived;  they  openly  tell 
these  .men  who  call  themselves  ministers, 
*  You  deceived  us ;  you  would  not  let  us 
know  the  state  either  of  America,  or  the 
force  you  had  there  to  quell  the  di- 
Murbances;  acting  thus  in  the  dark,  we 
were  led  into  error,  but  we  will  not 
persist  in  it;  we  know  your  intentional 
deceit,  and  we  leave  you.'  This,  Sir, 
is  also  the  case  of  parliament ;  "and  the 
only  remedy  is  for  parliament  to  imi- 
tate the  conduct  of  those  manly  charac- 
ters, by  refusing  to  vote  away  the  money 
of  their  constituents  for  measures  about 
which  they  are  absolutely  in  the  dark. 

Sir  Gilbert  EUipt.  Whether  or  not  the 
precedent  be  for  or  against  the  informa- 
tion, I  shall  be  equally  asainst  the  motion. 
It  would  make  a  precedent  of  the  most 
mischievous  tendency.  What  is  the  re- 
turn of  an  army  ?  VEliy,  every  particular 
concerning  it  given  with  the  utmost  accu- 
racy, and  perfectly  authentic.  Can  it  ever 
be  proper  to  publish  such  a  statement, 

^— ^■■iii.  "■ — fc— ^wi— — 

•  Sea  Vol.  17,  p.  568. 


while  your  enemy  is  in  the  field?  Would 
it  not  be  giving  htm  intelligence  of  the 
most  advantageous  nature?  Coold  ssy 
ministers  carry  on  the  businesB '  of  liic 
puUic,  if  any  gentleman  in  this  Home  had 
a  right  to  caU  for  such  an  accooat?  It 
wouU  be  impossible.  If  ministen  act 
badly  they  should  be  turned  ont  of  thdr 
places :  but  the  public  service  can  aefcr 
be  advanced  by  calling  for  accouatswfaich 
destroy  your  confidence  in  them. 

Mr*  burke.  So,  Sir,  it  is  now  laid 
down  as  a  maxim  not  only  to  tefiise  the 
information,  but  to  take  care  that 
such  information  shall  never  be  given^ 
and  this  is  to  be  the  case,  because  padia- 
ment,  instead  of  calling  for  infonnatioB, 
should  give  confidence  to  miawtpffl. 
This,  Sir,  is  not  only  telliog  us  thatae 
must  bear  our  ignorance,  but  perpetoat* 
ing  it;  and  mtSdng  a  mmUto'. "bniv 
forfeited  a  risht  to  aU  confidence,  the 
greatest  plea  m  placing  Uie  moie  m  hn 
for  the  future.  This  is  a  oiode  of  retaos* 
ing  I  never  heard  of  befi>re«  As  to  the 
importance  of  the  information  now  calkd 
for,  and  the  danger  of  producing  it^  it 
makes  one  smile.  Can  you  imagiBe  that 
this  army  return  of  July  last,  can  be  ooa* 
veyed  to  America  and  become,  better  in* 
telligence  than  general  Washington  hai 
already?  I  wi]^not  have  so  poor  an  opip 
nion  of  his  abilities,  who  cotiid  write  that 
excellent 'letter,  we  have  all  read,  to  ge- 
neral Gage ;  but  suppose  him,  and  the  g^  ' 
nerals  Lee  and  Putnam,  to  be  more  mh 
duous  and  attentive.  These  men  knor 
much  more  of  your  army  than  your  retun 
can  give  them*  They  coop  it  up,  beacga 
it,  destroy  it,  crush  it.  Your  offioenan 
swept  off  by  the  rifles,  if  they  ahow  thdr 
noaes. 

Lord  North  wished  as  ardently  ai  aiif 

Serson  to  stop  the  efiusion  of  blood  os 
oth  sides ;  but  thought  it  couM  odIt  he 
effected  by  sending  over  a  formiwa 
army  early  in  the  spring,  and  appoiotiog 
proper  persons  on  the  spot  to  give  par* 
dons,  as  mentioned  in  the  Speech.  He 
wag  against  the  motion,  as  it  would  groasd 
a  preoadeut  for  future  abuses :  the  one  of 
the  Caribbs  was  very  diffin^nt  fipom  the 
present:  in  that  the  minister  wis  accoaed 
of  sending  too  maay  men  to  an  uawhele* 
some  climate ;  and,beBidea,  there  waa  do 
great  danger  of  the  Caribbs  readings 
accounts. 

Colonel  Barri  observed,  that  the  cm* 
duct  of  the  minister  in  withholdiag  proper 
iidbnnatiooi  pot  him  ia  mind  'of  a  1^ 


S41}    Leitte  in  Me  Ceitomu  m  the  Natjf  JEtHmaiit.     A.  Ol  1773. 


tN« 


who  percemng  one  end  of  a  Luthenm 
oboro)  exceediDgly  ruinotif,  and  all  the 
vest  of  it  very  gooa  and  elegant,  proposed 
to  rebuild  that  part  for  them;  which  he 
4id  in  a  letj  magnificent  manner;  but 
when  they  came  to  aasemble  there,  they 
ioQnd  that  he  had  taken  away  all  the  light ; 
npoD  which  they  waited  on  hie  noajeaty, 
tittoked  him  for  his  ihvours,  and  acqaaint- 
ioff  him  with  their  misfortune,  in  not  being 
able  to  see  at  church;  upon  which  his 
DNJeity  replied,  it  was  perfectly^  right  that 
it  should  be  so ;  for  it  was  written  in  the 
Scriptures,  «^  Blessed  are  they  that  be- 
liefs snd  do  not  see/' 

Tbe  House  then  dWided,  For  the  mo* 
tioDdS;  against  it  17a 

Debate  in  the  Commcns  on  the'Navu 
Mmates.']  The  House  resolved  its^f 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  BuUer  moved,  that  28,000  seamen, 
including  6,665  marines,  be  voted  for  the 
MTvice  of  the  year  1776»  at  the  rate  of  4b/. 
per  month.  He  spoke  of  the  stations  of 
the  fleet ;  particularly  that  the  one  under 
idiniral  Shuldham,  who  was  to  command 
b  North  America,  was  to  consist  of  78 
tttl. 

Admiral  Keppel  opposed  the  motion,  as 
issdequate  to  a  war,  and  too  large  for  a 
peace  establishment.  He'  said  that  no 
vessels  could  keep  tbe  sea  upon  the  coast 
Df  NorHi  America  in  the  wmter  season  { 
naigned  the  proceedings  of  the  first  lord 
i^the  Admiralty  in  his  conduct  of  the 
BSfy,  which  he  represented  to  have  1)een 
a  a  much  better  situation  before  the  pre- 
leot  noble  lord  came  to  the  head  of  that 
lepsrtment,  than  since. 

Captain  Luitrell.  When  the  Address, 
rhicb,  we  are  told,  pledsed  us  to  nothing, 
■ised  this  House,  1  did  suppose  ministry 
mid  think  it  politic  to  vote  navy,  army, 
liiZitia,  supplies,  and  every  grant  they  may 
pant,  without  giving  time  for  reflection, 
nfonnation,  or  enquiry ;  and  therefore  I 
m  not  surprized  at  the  precipitate  man- 
>er  in  whidi  the  hon.  member  has  brought 
■efore  us  a  question  of  such  great  national 
nport ;  but  as  1  suspected  it,  I  was  eager 
D  learn  from  the  noble  lord  opposite  to 
le,  when  he  mentioned  the  number  df 
Bid  forces  proposed  to  be  employed  for 
)e  present  year,  what  the  naval  establish- 
tent  waa  to  consist  of?  His  lordship 
irefuUy  avoided  being  thus  communica- 
te, though  he  assured  us  in  too  general 
VQis,  that  the  most  proper  oeconomv 
id  been,  aad  would  be,  observed  with 


respect  to  the  navy.  Sir,  I  do  n<^  meait 
to  accpse  that  nobl^  lord  of  an  inciinatton 
tb*impose  upon  this  House,  or  the  public^ 
because  his  ignorance  of  naval  afors  will 
acquit  him  with  me  of  any  such  de»giu 
But,  Sir,  let  him  beware  here  how  he  pat# 
implicit  faith  in  the  information  of  a  man, 
who,  with  little  more  maritime  knowledge, 
may  perhaps  have  much  subtlety^  and  ia 
wise  to  rest  such  assertion  as  this  upoo 
the  credit  of  the  noble  lord  rather  tnan. 
upon  his  own  ;  for  I  believe  it  will  puszle 
any  man  in  this  House  to  produce  more 
than  one  instance  where  this  boasted 
(economy  has  been  observed,  and  there 
profusion  would  have  been  e^iLCUsable,  if 
not'*commendable<^I  mean,  Sir,  when  hia 
Majesty  went  to  review  hi^  fleet  at  Ports- 
mouth. But,  Sir,  it  would  take  me  till 
midnight  to  enumerate  the  various  in« 
stances  of  bad  management,  ignoranoe 
and  extravagance  that  have  followed  one 
another  since  the  noble  lord,  who  no«r 
presides  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty^ 
was  appointed  to  such  ofliee ;  proceeding 
in  part,  I  am  sure,  from  his  not  taking  the 
advice  of  a  very  able  and  respectable  sea 
officer,  who  is  a  lord  of  that  board,  bul 
obstinately  following  his  own  naval  ideaa» 
and  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  discern^ 
tliat  though  a  subtle  statesman,  he  is  bu^ 
an  ordinary  seaman. 

Sir,  where  then  is  this  oeconomy  to  be 
found  >  Is  it  in  the  summw  parade  of  thai 
noble  lord,  sailing  from  one  king's  port  to 
the  other^  and  wasting  every  year  some  ^ 
hundred  pounds  of  the  public  money,  by 
the  single  expenditure  of  powder,  to  no* 
tify  his  arrival  ?  By  prostituting  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  flaff,  and  claiming  dlstino« 
tions,  he  must  know,  if  he  knowH  any 
thing  of  the  service,  he  is  no  way  en|itlea 
to,  and  therefore  ouffht  to  be  ashamed  of* 
Is  it  by  the  loss  to  the  public  of  the  Arti- 
ficers'labour,  while  they  are  doing  homMe 
to  this  mighty  lord  ?  Is  it  in  sending  « 
royal  yacht  wtth  his  son  to  Lisbon,  wmc)! 
will  cost  the  public  1,000/.  when  he  might 
have  gone  in  a  packet  for  SOL  Is  it  in 
the  wise  reffulations  he  has  made  in  the 
navy,  whicn  we  hear  of  in  the  news- 
papers, and  by  his  dependants,  but  no 
where  else  i  Or  is  it  in  that  careful  in- 
spection into  the  state  of*the  fleet  so  to 
prevent  abuses,  that  the  best  men  of  war 
may  be  sold  for  1,000/.  while  the  worst 
appear  to  have  coat  40,000/.  ui  repair? 
And,  Sir,  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call  up 
the  attention  of  the  country  gentlemen 
upon  every  alarming  subject,  I  will  crave 
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tlurt  indnlgenoe  for  a  miDute  to  mark  one 
instance  out  of  rery  many  where  this 
oeconomy  is  not  to  l>e  found.  [He  then 
entered  mto  the  abases  and  misapplica* 
tions  that  had  prevailed  in  the  naval  oeco* 
Bomy  since  1770.  He  shewed,  th^t  though 
in  the  course  of  five  veatv,  upwards  of 
two  milUons  sterling  had  been  granted  by 
parliament  for  the  repairs  of  the  n^, 
over  and  above  the  sums  annually  for  wear 
and  tear,  ;^et  the  navy  debt  had  increased 
in  the  same  five  years,  upwards  of  500,0001. 
He  proved  that  the  AtVica,  a  ship  of  70 
guns,  had  been  sold  for  900^  though  she 
was  in  better  order  tiian  two-thirds  of  the 
fleet,  and  could  have  been  made  as  good  as 
Bew  for  S,006/.  While  there  had  been  de- 
manded of  padiament,  for  the  use  of  the 
Dragon  man  of  war  only,  within  four 
years,  though  she  had  never  been  at  sea 
IB  the  time,  32,973/.  being  extra  work 
over  and  above  what  she  had  cost  under 
the  articles  of  wear  and  tear,  and  ordi- 
nary ;  and  is  now  laid  up  in  Fareham 
Creek  unfit  for  service  without  farther 
repair.  He  likewise  proved,  that  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  board  was  the  cause 
of  the  late  insurrection  of  the  shipwrights, 
as  he  had  encouraged  them  to  petition 
parliament  for  an  increase  of  wages,  in  op- 
position to  the  application  of  the  captains 
of  the  navy  for  an  increase  of  their  half- 
pay  :  he  nimself  having  told  their  com- 
mittee that  the  shipwrights  were  a  set  of 
more  useful  men  to  this  nation,  and  much 
more  entitled  to  the  fiivour  of  government. 
He  said  that  the  task-work  was  the  most 
destructive  manner  of  building  and  repair- 
ing possible,  that  it  must  inevitably  in- 
crease the  naval  expence,  and  ruin  the 
fleet  of  this  kingdom.] 

Now;,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  question  im- 
mediately before  us :  my  objection  arises, 
as  it  did  last  year,  from  a  persuasion  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  number  of  seamen  ap- 
t>lied  for  to  man  the  ships  already  in  com- 
missfon,  and  those  fitting  for  foreign  ser- 
vice :  if  6,665  marines  are  to  be  included, 
1,200  of  which  the  hon.  member  allows  to 
make  a  part  of  your  standing  army,,  and 
are  now  serving  under  the  generd  of 
your  troops  in  America,  how  then  can  the 
■hips  in  this  country  be  fitted  for  war,  if 
Occasion  should  require  it,  without  the 
Ittsistance  of  these  marines,  who,  with  the 
few  volunteers  we  have,  can  alone  be 
trusted  to  man  the  boats,  get  the  stores 
onboard,  guard  the  ships,  and  the  men 
we  receive  from  the  impress  traders.  The 
faon.  member  has  told  us,  that  adnural 


Shaldam*s  commaod  is  to  consist  of  7i 
sail  of  men  of  war.  .  In  that  case  it  ii 
trifling  with  parliament  to  coiae  with 
such  a  demand  as  tliis,  when  I  am  ure 
it  is  impossible,  by  any  calcolalioD,  to 
prove  them  sufficient  to  man  soeh  s  fleet 
as  b  now  in  commissioB,  and  fitting  (or 
foreign  service;  and  if  yon  exeeptootef 
28,000  seamen  the  1,200  marines  under 
the  command  of  our  general  at  BoiUn, 
sea  officers,  petty  officers,  and  servsatf, 
the  number  (k  foremast  men  will  not  ei« 
ceed  14,000 ;  therefore  these  moit  be  m- 
dinary  grants;  you  may  judge  ef  the a« 
traordinaries  by  what  yea  have  heard  re- 
specting the  Dragon,  and  of  which  tiiere 
are  many  more  mstanoes  equally  alarauag* 
Sir,  though  I  am  totally  against  a  great 
increase  of  revenue  for  the  destnutiie 
purposes  it  seems  at  present  intended,  k 
was  my  best  hope  that  a  large  shsre  ft 
it  would  be  appropriated  tcmaras  the  np 
port  of  what  is  generafly  acknowkdigedw 
be  the  great  strength  of  this  natien;  M 
when  the  American  ports  were  shot  ^ 
and  we  had  lost  that  trade,  we  might  had 
secured  die  seamen  out  of  employ,  bj  lj| 
ting  out  a  formidable  fleet ;  not  hecaoKl 
think  it  will  prove  useful  on  the  coast  it 
America,  bm  as  the  best  security  i^gaiai 
a  foreign  power.  Sir,  talking  of  Amerie^ 
a  right  lion,  member  said,  twre  had  beii 
a  fault  in  th^  navy  somewhere.  Wi  M 
noble  lord  declare  that  admiral  Gri^^^ 
ever  received  positive  orders  thstheil 
not  execute ;  or  havetliey  been,  as  i  twit 
reason  to  believe  them,  from  the  operatM 
of  the. fleet,  so  artfully  discretioDal, tUt 
if  your  ships  should  be  wrecked  upos  Ai 
frozen  coast,  or  any  misfortune  stiai 
them,  the  blame  may  be  laid  on  the  ad- 
miral, and  his  reputation  as  an  oflicer  Ii 
sacrificed  to  shelter  the  wicked  prDceri* 
ings  of  these  ministers.— Sir,  an  hon.  me* 
her  told  us,  we  need  not  be  dnnirited  wtt 
our  misfortunes  in  America,  for  that  stf 
fleets  were  unsuccessful  at  the  begtofHDt 
of  the  late  war,  but  afterwards  provtl 
victorious.  Sir,  this  is  a  powtioa  sisAt 
to  that  of  the  naval  oeconomy,  irhM  i 
think  can  hardly  be  marked  in  abofe 
instance,  i  mean  the  loss  of  M' 
Where  else  did  ill-success  await  oor 
arms  ?  Was  it  in  Europe,  Asia,  Son* 
North  America,  where  from  the 
mencement  to  the  conclusion  df  the 
we  were  making  captures  ?  Ho«r 
Sir,  was  the  ill-success  that  attended 
country  in  any  foreign  war,  to  be 
pared  to  the  sea  of  trouble  we  w 
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otherwiie,  if  practicable,  to  haratt  them 
with  your  fleets,  by  interruptinff   their 
trade,  till  at  length  they  might  perhaps  be 
brought  to  Me  for  protection. 
The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 


coteM  in,  hot  whicb  I  hope  to  Ood 
iiisy  calm  soooer  than  I  fear  the  minds  of 
tboGe  men  will  do,  who  can  tell  us,  in  a 
language  that  is  shocking  to  hear,  they 
are  riveted  to  coercion  against  our  feUow* 
MibjecU  io  America. 

LorAHinchMroke  said,  his  brother  was 
is  such  a  situation,  that  the  noble  lord,  his 
iktiier,  had  no  other  means  of  sending 
lum. 

Lord  North  said,  the  ships  built  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  were  of  green  wood,  which 
sot  beiog^  80  durable  as  Uie  seasoned  wood, 
were  very  bad,  had  lately  proved  very 
mtteo,  and  that  this  circumstance  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  great  expence. 

Sir  /.  G.  Origin  did  not  get  up  to  op* 
yoie  the  number  of  seamen,  because  he 
ftooght  if  any  operations  were  to  be  con* 
Ikaed  against  the  Americans,  they  ought 
b  be  confined  to  that  senrice  only.  He 
then  declared  that  he  had  hitherto  sup- 
pnted  government  on  principles,  without 
regard  to  men ;  thinking  it  is  his  duty  as 
la  honest  man  so  to  do,  as  long  as  the 
tnie  interest  of  the  coantiy  appeared  to 
kacomulted,  and  the  public  anairs  con- 
heted  to  the  credit  or  honour  of  the  na* 
ioB ;  he  denied  that  to  be  the  case  at  pre- 
liit,  and  called  on  any  of  the  minister's 
te  friends  to  contradict  him ;  adding,  he 
hooM  ill  desenre  to  sit  there  any  longer, 
the  continued  to  afford  his  support  to 
|KD,  the  eflfects  of  whose  pernicious  mei^ 
(lies  had  reduced  us  to  so  shameful  a  situ* 
tioB.  He  professed  himself  an  advocate 
br  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of 
Us  country  over  its  colonies ;  disclaimed 
^ever  on  the  one  hand  vindicating  the 
Irii  and  indiscreet  measure  of  having 
lied  the  Americans,  aa  he  did  on  the 
Iher,  their  mode  of  resistance.  The  no- 
b  lord  (North)  had  in  the  last  session 
iven  it  as  his  firm  opinion,  that  the  forces 
^  voted,  and  the  other  measures  the 
bqsehad  adopted,  would  put  an  end  to 
9  oar  unhappy  disputes  with  America, 
ren  without  a  drop  of  bloodshed;  yet 
otwithstandiag  we  all  felt  so  seriously 
ie  grievous  effects  of  these  ill-advised 
easures,  the  noble  lord,  with  fatal  expe* 
tnce  against  him,  was  determined  to 
^  our  total  ruin,  by  persevering  in  the 
QBe  ^d  and  extravaeant  system;  in- 
Md  of  wliich,  he  addeo,  a  tender  of  con- 
iialion  on  terms  suited  to  the  true  spirit 
^  tile  British  constitution  ought  to  be 
^t^etred  and  held  out  to  the  Americans, 
kich,  if  notsuecessfli],  we  ought  to  re* 
^foih  all  ooripeetions  with  them :  or 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BiUfor 
Embodf/ing  the  Miiitia.^  Nov.  2.  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill'for  embodying  the  militia, 

Mr.  Hartley  said;  Sir,  I  shall  beg  leave 
upon  the  present  occasion  to  take  a  scope 
wide  of  the  immediate  business,  and  oflter 
an  observation  or  two  upon  the  necessity 
of  having  some  measure  of  a  conciliatory 
ntfture  to  attend  those  coercive  ones  whicn 
are  brought  forwards   against   America 
with  BO  much  haste.     I  would  propose 
that  there  should  be  some  test  held  out, 
by,  which  the  colonies  may  prove  their  sub- 
mission to  the '  legblative  power  of  this 
country.    I  think  the  best  would  be  the 
recognition  of  an  act  of  pariiament,  to  be 
registered  in  the  assembly  of  such  colony 
Willing  to  submit.    And  I  think  the  best 
should  be  one  which  exercises  a  control* 
ling  power  over  the  colony ;  for  instance, 
suppose  it  was  to  enact  that  all  the  slavea 
in  America  should  have  the  trial  by  jury. 
The  recognition  of  this  and  the  submission 
to  its  operation  would  yield  the  requisite 
proof  or  duty.    When  this  actual  recogni- 
tion of  an  act  of  parliament  shall  have  re- 
placed the  legislative  authority  of  this 
country,  without  question  or  diminution, 
as  it  was  before  the  commencement  of 
these  troubles ;  then,  as  an  act  of  merited 
justice  to  such  colonies  as  shall  have  eivea 
this  proof  of  their  return  to  their  aUegi- 
ance,  let  their  grievances  be  redressed ;  • 
let  the  operation  of  all  the  acts  complained 
of  cease,  ipso  JactOf  in  each  colony  re- 
spectivehr  where  the  reauired  recognition 
snail  have  been  complied  with.    This  pro- 
position seems  to  me  to  be  equitable  in  it* 
self;  I  hope  it  will  be  thought  by  all  par- 
ties to  be  definite,  satisfactory,  and  practi- 
cable. 

Mr.  Charles  Turner,  I  am  against  the 
present  Bill  upon  every  account,  as  I  am 
against  militias  in  general.  The  proper 
men  to  recruit  and  supply  ^our  troops  are 
the  scum  and  outcast  of  cities  and  manu- 
factures; fellows  who  voluntarily  submit 
to  be  slaves  by  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years  are  the  proper  persons  to  be  mili- 
tary ones.  But  to  take  the  honest,  sober, 
inoustrious  fellow  froni  the  plough,  is 
doing  an  essential  mischief  to  tne  commu- 
nity, and  laying  a  double  tax.    The  mili- 
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tia  18  likewise  more  ezpenaive  dian  the  re- 
galare,  and  therefore  the  more  improper 
at  present. 

Yiscoont  MouKUtwirt,  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  Bill»  because  I  am  dear  that 
the  force  of  a  militia  is  the  true  constitu- 
tiomd  force  to  be  relied  on  by  this'  or  any 
kingdom ;  but,  Sir,  I  wish  to  see  no  longer 
a  partial  militia ;  I  wish  to  see  an  end  of 
a  une  of  distinction  drawn  between  coan- 
trieSy  which  in  nature  and  in  land  are  the 
same:  I  wish  to  see  a  militia  in  North 
Britain.  What  reason  can  be  assigned- 
against  it  ?  The  stain  of  rebellion  is  wiped 
out;  it  is  done  away  for  everp  by  the  loy- 
alty of  the  people,  and  the  uncommon  ex- 
ertions they  made  for  the  crown  in  the 
last  war.  L  do  not  mean  now  to  bring 
this  matter  under  consideration^  but  give 
notice  that  I  shall  t^e  an  early  open  day 
to  propose  it. 

Mr.  .Dunning  condemned  the  Bill.  In- 
atead  of  the  ostensible  motives  held  out  by 
it,  the  militia  may  be  employed  in  the  most 
alarming  and  unconstitutional  manner.  It 
throws,  a  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
king»  hitherto  unknown  to  the  constitu- 
tion. He  took  a  retrospective  view  of 
measures  in  general ;  and  mtroduced  some 
strictures  on  addresses;  particularly  that 
firom  the  first  battalion  of  the  militia  of 
the  county  of  Devon.    My  hon.  friend 

iMr.  Acland^  who  helped  to  procure  that 
iddress,  ana  presented  it,  he  supposed, 
consulted  the  noble  lord  (North)  upon  it; 
»:id  he  had  good  ground  to  believe  the 
noble  lord  corrected  it.  The  Address 
speaks  its  origin  fully ;  it  makes  a  tender  of 
tneir  services  with  Uieir  swords  drawn,  not 
to  use  them  against  the  comman  enemy, 
any  of  the  branches  of  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon, not  even  against  the  Americans,  for 
they  could  not  act  against  either  out  of 
the  kingdom,  but*agunst  his  Majestv's 
internal  enemies,  that  is,  such  who  in  this 
House,  or  elsewhere,  dare  to  hold  a  con- 
trary opinion  with  the  framer  and  author 
of  it.  The  tendency  of  the  Bill  is  exceed- 
ingly diffisrent  firom  the  old  militia  law, 
and  therefore  demands  an  explanation, 
that  the  House  may  know  how  different 
the  situation  of  the  gentlemen  now  in  the 
militia  will  be,  from  what  it  is  at  present. 
They  and  the  men  entered  into  that  en- 
gagement with  their  country,  under  the 
express  circumstances  that  thev  were  never 
to  be  called  out  but  in  time  of  invasion  or 
rebeUion  in  England,  or  imminent  danger 
of  one  or  the  other.  This  condition  se- 
cured them  from  being  at  the  beckon  of  a 


minister,  to  be  called  out  onderprateDw 
of  distant  or  imaginary  danger.  Iky 
knew  the  nature  of  the  very  csue  is 
which  they  were  to  draw  their  ivords; 
but  what  will  be  their  situation  if  thb  Bill 
passes  ?  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  tlie  mi* 
nister  to  embody  Ihe  militia,  and  puttiMn 
under  the  Mutiny  Act,  if  a  rebelli«n  ii 
only  apprehended  in  Bengal,  in  St.  He- 
lena, m  the  most  distant  and  insignificast 
dependency  of  the  orown.  To  draw  thdr 
swords  in  defence  of  their  king  and  ooun* 
try,  is  what  they  entered  expressly  and 
cheerfully  to  do ;  but  to  be  made  soldien 
in  spite  of  themselves,  to  serve  not  their 
country  in  great  and  fearfiil  exigences, bit 
to  second  the  apprehenaions  or  evil  de- 
signs of  a  minister,  is  being  in  a  situatioi 
so  totally  different,  that  no  argumoiti  m 
convince  me  they  will  endure  it.  I  an  s 
friend  to  the  old  militia,  because  it  on 
only  be  drawn  ou^  in  cases  prescribed  bf 
tlie  constitution;  but  I  am  an  oiemyto 
this  new  scheme,  because  it  in  bctannihir 
lates  that  meritorious  militia^  and  giw 
you  a  monster  in  its  stead.  • 

A  noble  lord  has  touched  upon  soote 
militia— a  militia  to  be  composed  of  a  Mt 
of  people  of  a  complexion  which  bts  Dflt|i( 
seems,  been  thought  by  the  legislature  Is 
recommend  them  to  possess  it:  a  oortfaen 
mOitia !  From  the  manner  in  which  dis 
intimation  is  given  I  take  it  for  givlcl 
the  plan  is  determined,  and  that  we  nm 
consider  it  as  one  of  the  measures  whiai : 
are  at  present  so  rapidly  combined.   Aal 
it  leads  me  naturally  to  the  great  qoeitiai 
of  America,  to  shew  how  these  messoBMj 
are  united  in  order  to  be  effisctual;  andli 
shall  the  readier  undertake  it,  as  nc^. 
week  I  shall  be  otherwise  employed. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  what  are  te 
auxiliaries  which  the  present  adminiitia^ 
tion  call  to  the  assistance  of  the  BridA 
C(m8titution ;  Catholics  from  Csnsdi,  f 
they  can  be  induced  to  act ;  IrbhFapiMi 
a  new  militia  in  England,  composed  ^< 
description  of  men  exceedingly  diffsRit 
firom  those  who  coooposed  the  old  ^^B^JJI 
Scotch  militia,  of  a  description  that  Iw 
not'  name;    Hanoverian  merceaariei^ 

Sarrison  the  two  sreat  fortresses  of  tv 
fediterranean ;  and,  to  crown  the  vhob 
20,000  Russians,  to  protect  the  l^iilaM 
authority  of  this  country.  It  has  beead^ 
clared  in  another  House,  tbstvthe  Boi* 
sians  are  not  to  be  sent  to  America,  ther^ 
fore  they  are,  we  mav  presttoe,  to^ 
brought  here.  He  wished  to  kao«r  w» 
object  we  were  now  conteadiog  ^  *"" 
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AntmktL  It  was  not  ibr  taxtk,  ftl  wtf 
tt%ht  easily  pereehre,  hi  general  BdN 
ffoyde^s  lelt^  to  genenil  Lee ;  for  «  geii- 
icMiiil  of  hfs  good  senie,  wid  who  held  M 
high  a  poirt  onder  go?ett»ihefit|  #oulA  MM 
fmtare  to  toeit  to  mach  #ilhoOt  Sbioe 
itttfiorilj.  It  eotfid  not  be  aaid  that  #^ 
V6re  contending  fbt  the  geaeral  Hffllrifited 
power  of  jparHaineDi  over  evefy  |Nirfe  of  the 
Mipire;  tat  the  seeretary  of  a  nei|^bOUr'» 
fcigkiogdom  had  contradict^  that  Idea^ 
krr  asierting  ««that  expresliOM  of  that 
Ind  which  had  been  made  in  that  House 
Ij  a  geBtlemm  hwh  in  an  ofifice,  wefe  tio 
Hfore  than  the  rash  inconsiderate  opMon 
^aa  harty  IndiWdua).'*  He  wished  to  be 
ttrly  nnderstdod  With  n^rd  to  his  ideas 
•Trebdlion:  he  nerer  had  considered  it 
ai  s  geniis  which  might  be  divided  into  se- 
fend  distinct  anecieS;  ^et  he  was  apt  to 
fcaaffifle)  that  tnere  might  be  one  sort  of 
ICbellioii  leas  deserving  our  hatred  than 
iBodier;  that  there  might  be  a  profoked 
Ibd  an  unproveiced  rebelliohy  of  which 
Ml  meritea  different  d^^ees  of  ceosure. 
He  then  proceeded  to  rfificille  the  fbotley 
complexion  of  our  intended  forces.  Which 
#erb  to  consist  of  Hanoverians,  Russians, 
f^  Canadians,  and  Irilih  Roman  Ca- 
Mies.  He  said,  he  had  heard,  that  a 
^1^6  regiitaent  could  mareh  from  onfe  end 
tf  North  America  to  the  other;  bdt  he 
Insred  to  know,  if  it  was  not  more  proba- 
Me  that  20,000  Rossians  could  march 
fcm  John  o'Grott^s  house  to  the  Land's- 
lad.  On  the  whole,  he  declared  that  he 
til  against  this,  as  well  as  most  of  the 
Mier  measures  of  govemnhettt ;  that  he 
(food  alone,  unconnected  with  any  party ; 
Ast  he  despised  any  man,  who  at  such  a 
Weal  juncture,  could  be  strayed  br  any 
^nonai  motive  whatever;  that,  for  his 

'i  he  spoke  ex  anttito,  and  he  hoped  the 
would  give  him  credit  fbr  his  as- 
AftioDi  He  concluded  by  observing,  that 
AhoQgh  he  might  not,  perhaps,  be  Me  to 
fi^  that  close  attendance  to  the  business 
cf  the  House  which  he  cotiM  wish,  yet  he 
toold  uniformly  oppose  the  ministry  in 
^y  step  they  should  take  to  enrorce 
teasQfes  which  he  heartily  condettined. 

Sir  Oeorge  Yonge  informed  the  House 
^  tfte  manner  in  which  the  Devonshire 
iUrnk  was  obtained,  without  the  know- 
Wge  or  concurrehcf^  of  the  gentlemed  of 
►ierty  in  the  couhty. 

nit,  kigby.    1  should  not  have  risen  to 
k  oresent  quMlon,  had  not  the  teamed 
leiMn  brought  ihe  into  a  cotispieuous 

it,  frM  what  an  IriA  saeMary  is  arid 
[VOU  XYUI.] 
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to  htra  ^antk>ned  in  another  plaoob    I 

have  a  great  opinion  of  that  ^etitleman's 
abilities*;  and  It  is  plain  he  has  a  tery  good 
o(>inion  of  me,  f^om  the  Way  he  trOats  me. 
seeause  the  Irish  secretary  says  Tarn  a 
rash  and  ihcdnsidorate  individual,  ihere^ 
Ibro   adininistfuition   says   I  am   so,  fot 
such  and    such   sentimdoti.    As    to  the 
right    of    tdi(lt)g    Ireland,    I    asssrt    it 
Upon  the  soUd   autliority  of  an  act  of 
piirliament ;  if  this  parliament  has  a  right 
to  deprive  the  House  of  Lords  of  Ireland 
of  their  jcidleia)  right,  in  the  dernier  re* 
sort,  it  has  a  Hght  to  do  every  thioe  elsOk 
But  the  learned  gentleinan  has  taken  A 
wider  field  $  he  has  giveii  us  a  rueful  cata* 
logue  of  troo^si  Whfeh  are  to  execute  the 
measures,    and    among  the    rest  ^,000 
Russians.    This  is  the  first  time  that  I 
ever  heard  a  syllable  of  Russians  doming 
here.    It  is  true,  I  am  not  of  the  cabinet ; 
I  never  was  there  in  my  life :  but  fVoiA 
the  connections  I  have,  and  from  all  my 
ioforqtation,  I  know  of  no  such  dest^. 
But  whenever   a  war  has  been  opened) 
which  digmands  foreign  auxiliaries,  various 
are  tiiose  that  have  been  hired.    The  last 
war  saw  Wolfenbuttlers,  Hessians,  Hano- 
verians, apd  I  knoi^  not  what,  in  our  ser^ 
vice;  and  there  wds  a  Britannic  legiooi 
which  consisted  of  air  the  thieves  in  Eu^ 
rope:  the  learned  member,  if  disposed  id 
ridicule,  might  call  them  and  the  MarattaS 
of  the  East,  allies  ot  the  king  of  En^Klhd, 
The  learned  member  enters  very  logically 
into  the  distinctionki  of  rebellion,  and  front 
attending  minutely    to    them,  all  I  can 
learn  is,  that  there  are  two  sorts  of  rebeU 
lion ;    one  which  the  gentleman  likes  very 
well,  and  one  which  he  likes  not  alK    He 
detesto  the  rebellion  of  1745,  but  likes  the 
present  passing  well.    Now^  for  my  part^ 
although  I  think  there  is  but  one  Kind  of 
rebellion,  I  cant|ot  carry  my  sentiments  sO 
far  back  as  the  hon.  gentleman ;  for,  when* 
ever  the  Americans  shall  return  to  their 
duty,  and  behave  as  loyally  as  the  people 
of  Manchester,  I  shall  not,  by  any  means* 
consider  them  as   deserving  my  hatred  t 
but  shall  readily  give  up  the  point  of  taxa* 
tion  for  honourable  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion with  them. 

Colonel  BarrS  observed,  that  he  had 
lately  heard  many  gentlemen  in  adminis- 
tration speak  very  moderately  of  Ame- 
rican affairs,  and  he  exhorted  them  t^ 
throw  some  kind  of  a  conciliatory  propo* 
sition  together,  as  a  step  towards  an  ac- 
coknmodetion.  He  requested  the  friendi 
cC  ministry  not  to  be  so  very  food  of  war, 
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as  to  overlook  an  easy  and  honourable 
.peace,  which  lay  so  Iramediat^y  in  their 
way,  that  they  could  not  but  see  it,  if  they 
^ould  but  give  themselves  the  trouble  to 
look  for  it ;  and  concluded  by  reminding 
the  House,  that  Philip  lost  the  now 
United  Provinces  by  being  too  tenacious 
of  one  single  post* 

Mr.  Aclana.  As  I  do  not  intend  that 
some  aspersions  the  learned  gentleman 
has  thrown  out  on  me  shall  go  unno* 
ticed,  I  rise  now  to  give  the  learned  gen* 
ileraan  an  opportunity  of  replying  if  he 
chuses  it.  The  learned  gentleman  began 
by  calling  me  his  hon.  friend,  and  imme* 
diateljr  proceeded  to  give  me  the  most 
unequivocal  proofs  of  his  friendship,  by 
throwing  out  assertions  as  detrimental  to 
an  independent  character,  as  they  were 
unfounded  in  fact.  The  learned  gentle* 
man  has  said,  that  the  address  of  the  first 
regiment  of  Devonshire  militia,  which  1 
had  the  honour  of  presenting,  was  cor- 
rected by  the  noble  lord.  If  I  was  to 
give  way  to  the  just  dictates  of  mv  resent- 
ment, no  expression  the  English  language 
contained,  would  be  strong  enough  to 
mark  in  its  true  colours  sudi  an  unwar- 
ranted assertion ;  but  I  will  content  my- 
self with  declaring  to  this  House,  this  full 
gallery,  and  the  whole  world,  that  it  is  un- 
true. The  address,  which  has  had  the 
misfortune  of  drawing  down  the  weight  of 
that  gentleman's  resentment  upon  it,  and 
which  I,  it  seems,  in  an  unfortunate  hour, 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  if  its  containing 
strong  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  the  King, 
and  attachment  to  the  constitution,  be  a 
crime,  is,  I  confess,  most  criminal.  But, 
Sir,  sorry  am  I  to  find,  that  expressions  o£ 
loyalty  to  the  Kine  and  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  shoiud  appear  so  criminal  to 
that  learned  gentleman.  This  address,  at 
which  the  gentleman  is  so  much  displeased, 
expresses,  Sir,  a  just  abhorrence  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  a  readiness,  when  pro- 
perly called  on,  to  endeavour  to  suppress 
any  internal  enemies  of  the  King  and  con- 
stitution. About  the  time  that  this  and 
many  other  western  addresses  originated 
in  the  country,  many  inflammatory  papers, 
breathing  a  spirit  adverse  to  all  order  and 
tranquillity,  had  been  with  an  assiduity  hi- 
'  tlierto  unknown,  dispersed  through  the 
west,  amongst  others,  letters  inviting  to 
associate  had  been  sent  to  many  of  the 
principal  magistrates  and  first  gentlemen 
of  property ;  ^these  associations  were  re- 
commended on  the  principle  that  associa- 


tions of  the  same  nature  had  been  enftsrcd 
into  previous  to  the  Revolution.    Kor, 
Sir,  we  unfortunate  country  gentkmeo, 
who  are  not  blessed  with  those  sbilitia 
which  teach  us  to  understand  black  vha 
we  read  white,  did  conclude,  thst  if  thoe 
letters  of  aasociatioo  so  recommended,  im- 
plied any  thingt  they  inq>Iied  the  neccai^ 
of  another  revolution.     Under  suchcv- 
cumstances,  Sir,  in  si^  times,  wete  «e 
not  justified  ?    Did  we  i^ot  act  the  part  of 
good  citizens  and  good  subjects,  pobtidj 
to  declare  to  the  whole  wond  our  just  ifc> 
horrenoe  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  tbe 
minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  toa« 
press  our  readiness,  when  properly  callel 
on,  to  exert  our  utmost  endeavoun  ts 
suppress  any  internal  enemies  of  the  Kiag 
and  this  constitution;  for.  Sir, such  ioflaif 
roatorv  papers  are  attempts  to  alieniH 
the  mmds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  aad 
those  men  by  whom  such  papers  and  sock 
letters  were  circulated,  are  enemies  to  the 
Kingand  this  constitution.  I  can  assure  tin 
House,  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  tlis 
principal  resident  representatives  of  the 
property  of  the  county  signed  that  ad- 
dress.     It    is    perpetually    asked,  hotf 
country  gentlemen  can  again  trust  an  ad*,  i 
ministration  that  has  so  often  decdnd 
them  ?  For  one.  Sir,  I  answer,  that  tbef 
never  have  deceived  me ;    but  if  1  baL 
been  deceived,  I  had  been  deceived  oodst 
the  sanction  of  the  gravest  and  most  ra» 
spectable  authorities  of  this  House,  ondflE 
the  sanction  of  that  learned  ^entkiDfli 
himself,  who  during  the  last  session,  wbei 
administration   applied  to    parliament  is 
strensthen  the  hands  of  government,  ooah 
pared  the  disturbances  then  existing  in  tba 
province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  tba 
riots  that  had  often  happened  at  difiereat 
times  in  different  parts  o£  England,  whick  , 
had  been  suppressed  with  a  very  trifliogr  \ 
if  not  without  any  assistance  of  a  militsiy  , 
force.     Would  not  therefore  that  gentb;  | 
man  and  his  friends  have  treated  it  ss  tfaSi 
wildest  of  all  wild  doctrines,  if  adxniniftiaF  | 
tion  had  proposed  to  parliament  to  scud 
out  a  force  adequate  to  the  conquest  cf  a 
whole  continent, — to  do  what?  Whyta 
suppress  a  few  insignificant  riots  in  tba 
Massachusetts  province.     I  again  rtff^ 
1  have  not  been  deceived  by  adminotra* 
tion,  for  I  did  not  think  the  force  coope* 
tent ;  but  becauae  a  competent  force  vai 
not  sent  out  last  year,  I  do  not  think  it 
good  sense  or  good  argument  to  oppcsa 
the  sending  out  a  competent  one  tbis 
year ;  nor  should  I  thmk,  if  at  this  tiae  I 
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withdreir  my  weak  support  from  adminifl- 
tnition,  I  should  the  next  year  have  a 
fiffat  to  accuBe  administration  for  the  ill 
juccess  of  measures,  when  I  had  done 
every  thing  in  my  power  by  my  opposition 
to  prevent  their  execution. 

Mr.  Dunning  apologized  for  the  mistake 
lie  bad  been  unaer>  respecting  the  ad- 
dress from  the  Devonshire  militia. 

Mr.  r.  Tafwmhend  called  on  the  minis- 
ten  to  know  where  the  Russian  troops 
were  to  be  sent,  as  it  was  asserted  in  the 
other  House  not  to  America ;  and  now, 
by  Mr.  RigbVy  nol  to  England.  He  sup- 
iwsedto  Ireland.  He  said  that  innova- 
tbotin  the  militia  were  dangerous,  be- 
GSQse  every  standing  oppressive  force  in 
Eorope,  began  with  a  harmless  mUitia. 
He  detested  the  politics  of  administration 
wbile  he  compassionated  the  unhappy 
Americans^  who  had  been  provoked  to  re- 
sirtince  by  the  late  Acts.  In  his  opinion, 
the  necessity  of  embodying  the  mditia  of 
SDj  part  of  the  kingdom  could  only  be 
jostioed  by  local  causes ;  that  if  there  was 
a  rebellion  in  Scotland,  or  in  Wales,  he 
Aoold  vote  for  the  embodying  of  the 
Sootdi  or  Welch  militia,  but  not  other- 
wise ;  and  that  be  differed  in  opinion  from 
tt  boo.  member  (Mr.  Rigby)  who  had 
averted  he  knew  but  of  one  kind  of  rebel- 
Eoo.  He  instanced  the  rebellion  of  1745, 
vbea  the  town  of  Manchester  (who  bad 
BOW  sent  up  an  address,  flattering  the  mi- 
aiiby,  and  abasing  the  gentlemen  in  op- 
pssitioD)  took  an  ostensible  part  against 
the  present  family. 

Sir  Thomas  Egert&n  defended  the  town 
cf  Manchester ;  said  he  had  signed  their 
address,  which  did  not  contain  any  abuse 
tfon  the  gentlemen  in  opposition. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  tnat  the  Manches- 
ter Address  was  not  singular  in  the  inde- 
Mcy  of  its  language,  but  that  all  Uie  mi- 
Werial  addresses  spoke  of  those  who  had 
ndeavoured  to  prevent  the  civil  war  in 
wbicb  this  country  was  unhappily  now 
Ijlanged  through  the  ruinous  and  destruc- 
jive  measures  pursued  by  administration, 
intbe  most  scurrilous  and  illiberal  man- 
^i  that  the  gentleman  who  defended 
Usochester  stood  in  the  same  predica- 
Mit  with  many  others  who  had  signed 
vbat  they  never  read,  and  therefore  were 
^Btonished  when  thev  afterwards  heard  the 
Wuage  of  the  adclresses ;  language,  he 
Wf  which  disgraced  the  name  m  Bri- 
|^*>  in  which  the  good  nature  of  Eng- 
nbmen  and  the  manners  of  gentlemen 
^9f^  totally  forgotten ;  and  whidi,  though 


procured  by  courtiers,  contained  nothing 
characteristic  of  them  but  the  most  igno- 
ble servility,  and  the  most  unmerciful  en* 
couragement  of  barbarous,  blood-thirsty 
measures.  There  were  two  other  ad- 
dresses which  called  loudly  for  the  cen- 
sure of  that  House ;  the  address  from  th» 
first  battalion  of  the  Devonshire  militia, 
and  the  address  from  the  University  of 
Oxford.  These  he  tenned  the  addresses 
military  and  ecclesiastic;  addresses  from, 
persons  who»  at  all  times,  and  on  all 
occasions,  were  debarred  constitutionally 
from  meddling  with  the  politics  of  the 
country.  He  descanted  largely  on  the 
first,  shewing  the  impropriety  of  the  mili- 
tia, or  any  armed  body,  soliciting  to  be 
employed  against  their  fellow  subjects. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  he  almost 
charged  lord  North  with  having  not  only 
seen  it  before  it  was  presented  to  the  King, 
but  with  having  altered  the  composition 
of  it ;  and  if  the  noble  lord  avowed  the 
propriety  of  the  University  of  Oxford  (a 
Dooy  of  learned  and  religious  men )  inter- 
fering with  politics,  advising  a  civil  war, 
and  calling  those  that  opposed  it  rebels 
and  traitors,  the  freedom  of  this  country 
was  dead,  her  liberty  ^ras  no  morOf  He 
painted  in  strong  colours  the  situation  of 
the  heads  of  an  University,  who  he  de- 
clared ought  by  no  means  to  instil  politi- 
cal principles  into  the  minds  of  those  who 
were  not  sufficiently  matured,  who  knew 
too  little  of  the  world  to  be  able  to  judge 
of  their  propriety,  and  to  distinguish  be- 
tween sound  policy  and  destructive  expe- 
dients. Every  man,  he  observed,  must 
feel  the  violent  error  of  such  conduct ;  he 
had  himself  a  son  at  the  University,  and 
he  could  not  approve  of  that  son's  being 
told  by  grave  men  that  his  father  was  an 
abettor  of  rebels.  He  concluded  with  de- 
claring, that  the  noble  lord  ought  not  only 
to  have  abstained  from  taking  part  in  die 
formation  of  that  address,  but  that  he 
ought  to  have  rejected  it  when  it  was  sent 
to  him,  and  prevented  it  from  being  pre- 
sented. 

Sir  W.  Bagoi  related  th^  origin  of*  the 
Stafford  address  ;  he  had  seen  the  address 
from  London  to  the  electors  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  as  he  was  not  willing '  that  the 
county  should  be  seduced  by  it,  he  sup- 
portea  at  the  sessions  an  addrebs,  contain- 
ing v&ty  different  sentiments,  only  one 
person,  whom  the  House  well  knew  (Mr, 
Wooldridge)  objecting  to  it. 

Captain  Luttrell.  When  the  last  votes 
in  favour  of  the  Address   passed   thia 
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lioosei  I  thOMgiii  w9  ttighi  iake  lop^re  of 
ef  ery  riiy  of  hop^  t|mt  peace  Had  good 
j&Uowsbip  would  4g&in  lubeift  between 
our  coloDieB  and  this'country ;  I^liowevery 
felt  this  coDselaliopi  tb)Eit  I  hid  diachafged 
my  duty  agreeably  to  my  conscieace,  and 
tbe  best  of  my  abilities ;  aod  as  I  could 
not  prevent,  I  bad  only  to  lament  tbe  fu- 
ture prepress  of  this  unnatural  war.  But, 
Sir,  in  consequenee  of  what  fell  from  the 
Qoble  lord,  1  bold  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  oSsft  to  tbe  House  such  intelligence  as 
I  have  recdved  from  America,  that  I  may 
Bot^be  comprehended  among  the  number 
of  those  gentlemen  the  noble  lord  sup* 
poses  to  be  inclined  to  conceal  from  him, 
or  the  public,  what  they  have  reason  to 
believe  is  the  true  and  general  sentiments 
of  the  Americans. 

Sir,  a  noble  lord  has  cemmunicated  to 
us  tbe  private  informa|ion  be  has  received 
from*a  general  officer  at  Boston :  a  right 
bon.  member  in  my  eye  acknowledged 
the  reeeiot  of  a  letter  from  an  ever  memo* 
rable  cpionel,  tbe  sUhstance  of  which 
aiDounted  to  little  more  dian  this,  that  he 
lamented  they  had  been  laiataken  in  their 
ideas  of  the  provincial  army.  Sir,  my  In- 
formation comes  not  fram  a  military  man, 
bnt  from  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  fiunily 
remains  in  this  country,  and  who  went  to 
America  for  toe  recovery  of  his  health. 
Sir,  he  is  of  a  nation  that  will  l^ardly  be 
suspected  ef  taking  part  iil  this  rebdlion ; 
be  is  a  man  of  g^id  sense,  sound  judg- 
ment, quick  diacemment,  some  philosophy, 
aod  much  candour;  he  n  known  to  many 
members,  havmg  been  a  candidate  for  a 
seat  in  parliament,  I  value  his  informa- 
tion, becauae  I  believe  it  authentic ;  and 
that  I  may  not  be  supposed  to  state  kpar- 
tiallv,  I  will,  with  leave  of  the  House, 
read  them.  [Here  captain  Luttrell  read 
a  letter  from  New  York,  dated  the  begin- 
ning of  Septembei^  which  affirms,  <«  That 
the  people  there  aim  not  at  independence, 
but  are  generally  determined  to  die,  ra- 
ther than  to  submit  to  the  arbitrary  claim 
of  taxation,  though  they  are  informed  the 
French^  their  natural  enemies,  have  of- 
fered assistance  against  them.''] 

Now,  Sir,  if  the  information  conveyed 
to  America  be  true,  France  b  the  ibreign 
power  that  has  offered  us  assistance. 
W  hat.  Sir,  is  likely  to  be  the  state  of  your 
army  then  ?  30,000  British  troops,  per- 
haps one  half  that  number  French,  seme 
thousands  of  your  Canadian  subjects  and 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  marines.  Then, 
Sir,  whan  America  is  conquered,  and  the 


fleirer  of  your  army  cot  o^  year  nsr 
aUiea  will  be  prepared  to  dispute  the  cos* 
quest  with  you.  Is  tbere  a  man,  £ir,  ia 
tnis  House,  that  doul^ls  but  efer?  Bodib 
Catholic  of  either  arm^,  or  in  tast  oom- 
try,  of  any  name,  descnptioD,  or  atuatuD, 
Witt  not  be  ready  again  to  assert  the  ri^ 
of  France  to  the  colonies  of  Americs,  k 
opposition  to  the  Frotestaiit  araiy;  or 
that  they  wiM  not  be  supported  bj  the 
northern  Indians,  who  are  bt|;ots  to  die 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  unmedbtdy 
under  the  influence  of  the  Popish  prieai 
and  Jesuits  which  abound  in  that  country. 
l^iU,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  tell,  whether  I 
should  prefer  an  allianoe  with  Frsace  m 
Russia.  It  18  time  we  should  look  to  tk 
eaterpriziag  genius  rising  in  that  empire; 
to  a  people  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  M 


possessions, 
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than  those  they  now  inhabit,  alreaaj  be» 
come  (thanks  to  Great  Britain  for  k)  tke 
first  auuitime  power  in  the  north,  tla 
third  ffreat  maritime  power  in  the  voH 
extenmng  her  manufiictures  and  eook 
merce. 

I  fear  the  balance  ef  trade  n  shtsdf 
against  us ;  but  it  most  inevitably  he  m 
^oon;  and  tfien  you  wiH  aend  yoar  spede 
to  Russia,  to  purchase  the  vast  ooantajof 
hemp,  turpentine,  tar,  and  ottier  osnl 
stores,  necessary  to  supply  die  presiit 
great  naviil  establishments.  Sir,  ihoill 
Russia  insist  upon  aendtng  these  nnd 
stores  to  your  arsenals  in  AaMrica  m  btf< 
own  bottoms,  dare  you  refuse  it  ?  Wht 
may  be  matter  of  necessity  now,  waif* 
nonmce,  or  something  worse,  ten  yesA 
ago.  One  noble  lord'tdls  us,  we  esasflt 
raise  an  army  of  Britons  anfficient  ta«^' 
due  the  present  rebdlion  in  Americs;  tat 
most  cal  in  the  aid  of  Ibreign  tnMp^ 
which  we  must  pmrchase  with  ear  wesitk, 
in  like  manner  with  any  other  oonmiodilj*' 
Some  gentlemen  of  great  abflities  tm 
equal  authority,  bold  the  direct  oootrtiy 
doctrines,  calHag  up  to  our  recoDectioB 
the  numerous  army  of  British  troops  af- 
plied  in  the  late  war.  From  some  of  tiM 
benches  we  learn,  that  great  part  ci  Abo* 
rica  is  still  in  our  possession ;  from  od)ei% 
that  we  have  not  a  fiwt  of  it.  Oos  ■>- 
nute  it  is  asserted,  the  Americans  are  rii 
ready  to  submit ;  theneait,  that  they  uaiw 
the  men  with  their  measures,  and  ett* 
crate  both.  Some  say  they  oootead  eeif 
for  taxation;  others  for  indepeodenoe; 
witb  a  variety  of  diiSsrent  accounts,  si  ^ 
the  numbers,  sitUatioiP,  and  oppasitioB  « 
th^  provincial  army.    AndtbemaitBiita' 
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rW  aMMtim  of  the  whole  slill  maaiitt  iio« 
cbcfofid^  Y^ic^er  £agljind  »»  cmt  it  not, 
dcif row  of  pafsuing  coeicive  aeaames 
i(gaiB8tthe  Ameiicans?  Sir,  fab  Majesty 
GUI  certainly  do  no  isnwgi  but  are  ins 
mioistere  therefore  above  reprehension? 
jiad  if  the  Kiog  hat  been  deeanred  1^  their 
miBrepreseiiitaiioDa,  is  it  not  more  dutiftil 
and  loyaiy  himUj  to  point  tham  out',  than  to 
let  the  people  ascribe  a  share  of  blanae  to 
huB,  while,  tlwy  take  sheltat  osder  the  «a- 
cred  name  ef  majesty.  The  K'mg  wishes 
&r  peaoe  and  reconciliatian  wiUk  Ame- 
rica, and  I  believe  the  aoble  lord  opposite, 
sad  a  pirt  of  his  associatea,  4I0  so  tao,  «s 
veil  as  the  ^aoerahty  of  the  people  of 
£ogl8nd;  and  that  these  blood*  thirsty 
aessuECs  can  only  be  pleasing  to  swm 
ijufeu  to  a  part  of  geyeransent,  who  the 
isry  last  year  told  us,  they  shoddered  at 
tke  plan  01  operatiops,  and  would  not  sup* 
psrt  them,  because  they  thouglit  them 
€rie] ;  yet  now  they  can  adopt  them,  be- 
osuse  they  are  ten  times  mere  so ;  and  to 
a  set  of  unpriocipied,  aihitrary,  and  arari- 
flioos  Bien,  who  1  wiidi  to  God  wave  trans- 
fcmed  to  a  govenunent  lihe  New  Zeakmd 
(where  they  devour  their  fellow-cie^ 
tores)  from  that  of  a  civilized  nation. 
-  Mr.  Fftx  observed,  it  had  been  weli  said 
ikat  the  addressee  would  cause  ifl  blood 
hsie ;  but  be  would  add  something  more ; 
Ihey  would  cause  much  iU  blood  in  Ame- 
lics.  The  address  from  the  Devonshire 
ttilitia  he  reprobated  as  one  of  the  most 
anconstitutioBal  aots  that  ever  had  fallen 
vnthia  his  knowledge.  After  which  he 
declared  he  6id'  not  think  so  aaeanl^  of  the 
vadewtandings  of  the  present  ministry,  as 
tasupp^^  tiMy  would  leave  this  couMry 
irithout  an  army  of  some  kind.  He  ap- 
proved of  a  miHtia  as  a  supeedaneum  to 
fla  army,  but  by  the  present  Bill  they  were 
evidently  to  serve  as  a  part  of  the  army 
itKlf,  He  then  enterea  into  a  definition 
tf  the  original  meaaioff  and  intentlea  of 
the  English  miKtia,  and  laid  it  down  aa  a 
^riae,  that  ihrmerfy  a  malitia-maB  was 
nerely  armed  and  disciplined,  that  he 
■ught,  when  danger  was  at  his  door  and 
pressed  upon  him,  defend  himself  He 
i»d  he  shoold  ceitainly  be  against  the  in- 
traduction  of  ibreigo  troops,  and  he  was 
iht» against  a  standingarmy ;  that  the  pur- 
^Me  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  create  a 
ttandiDg  army,  and  to  inercsee  the  power 
^  the  crown ;  tiiat  he  saw  no  diflfereoee 
Ntveen  a  slandinp  arm^f  of  regulars,  and 
titmdtng  army  of  mOftia,  whom  the  King 
toaU-caft  ost  whcB  be  pleased;  fer  that 
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ip  this  country,  and  every  other  esieosive 
demiaioD,  there  would  alw^^  ia  some 
part  or  other,  be  a  riot,  whidi  the  minister 
might  cipdl  a  rebeUioa.  There  might  be  a 
disturbance  amopg  the  negroes  in  Jjimaioa, 
in  Bengal,  or  any  other  distant  place, 
which  mif^t  serve  aa  a  pieteKt  for  em- 
bodying the  militia.  That  many  gentle* 
men  would  frequently  be  embarrassed  who 
served  in  it,  by  being  put  upon  disagree- 
able  duty ;  and  that  at  present,  if  he  was 
a  militia  officer,  he  would  redan.  He  con- 
cluded with  dedaring,  that  administratimi 
wore  taktn|^  adrantage'  of  Uie  present  steoaM 
tion  of  aiaiv^  to  put  the  people  voder 
martial  law,  and  to  add  that  law  to  the 
prerogative.  That  all  the  late  American 
Acts  tended  to  increase  the  powier  of  tlio 
orewn,  and  to  demolish  the  rights  of  the 
peofde;  and  that  as  the  present  Bill  evi* 
dently  would  do  so,  he  should  oppose  it. 

Lord  North  observed,  that  although 
there  were  so  many  diflbreqt  opioiono 
held,  and  objections  thrown  out  in  the 
present  debate,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  reply  to  all  of  them,  yet  he  thought  it 
incumbent  on  htm  to  speak  to  two  matters 
which  had  been  urgea  by  the  gentleaaeii 
in  opposition :  one  was,  the  charge  made 
against  him  respecting  the  Oxford  ad« 
dress ;  and  the  other,  »e  idea  which  had 
>  been  alleged  to  prevail  with  admiaistra- 
tion  of  introducing  foreieii  troops  into 
this  kingdom :  with  regard  to  the  lallter, 
he  declared  there  was  no  such  idea  en- 
tertained, and  he  appealed  to  the  Bill  be- 
fore the  House  as  a  oenfirmation  of  what 
he*  said ;  for  it  was  obvious,  if  ministry 
had  such  an  intention  they  never  would 
have  intvodi|.ce4  the  Bi^  but  mpved  for 
the  intro4uctioo  of  fpri^q  troops  on  the 
plea  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  present 
Militia  Act.  He  declared  he  wa^  nimself 
averse  to  the  employment  of  foceiga 
troops,  hot  where  a  great  constitutional 
point  was  to  be  carried,  and  which  could 
not  be  carried  without  them,  he  saw  no 
objection  to  their  being  made  use  ef.  Ho 
thought  they  mfght  be  applied  to  as  a 
resource,  though  it  wpuld  oe  impofitie  to 
use  Ihem  in  the  first  instance;  that  as  wo 
had  more  money  than  men,  it  was  a  na« 
toral  and  a  Justffiaible  resoyirco  In  cases  of 
necessity;  hut  that  at  present  administra- 
tion meant  to  l^ve  the  defence  pf  thia 
country  to  the  gentlemen  of  it,  which  was 
surcSy  the  measure  most  likely  to  prove 
agreeaUe  tp  every  Englishmaq ;  ana  tjiaft 
so  fiir  was  he  from  wishing  to  embarrass 
any  genttemen  in  the  mHitm,  fAiat  he  had 
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no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause^ 

fiving  them  power  to  resign  if  thej  dis- 
ked the  service*  His  lordship  treated 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fox,  respecting 
the  dangerous  use  that  might  be  made,  at 
any  future  period,  of  the  power  granted 
by  this  Act,  as  a  chimera,  never  iDcely  to 
be  realized ;  observing  upon  the  hazard  a 
ninister  would  run  in  making  a  riot  in  the 
Indies,  or  a  disturbance  in  any  distant 
quarter  of  the  Kind's  dominions,  a  pre- 
text for  calling  out  we  militia  of  England ; 
and  adding,  that  if  any  minister  should  be 
90  hardy,  he  sincerely  hoped  he  would  be 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  With  regard  to  the  Oxford  ad- 
dress, his  lordship  declared,  that  it  came 
to  him  as  a  part  of  the  university,  as  one 
of  the  firm  of  it ;  in  fistct,  it  was  sent  as  a 
compliment  to  their  chancellor;  that  he 
did  not  alter  the  language ;  that  he  both 
then  and  now  thought  it  contained  such 
sentiments  as  were  proper  to  come  from 
ihe  university ;  that  it  did  not  encourage 
the  [dunging  this  country  into  a  civil  war ; 
diat  it  only  es^pressed  a  disgust  at  rebel- 
lion, and  teemed  with  professions  of  loyalty 
which  were  an  honour  to  those  from  whom 
it  came;  and  that  therefore  he  did  not 
prevent  it  from  being  presented :  but  he 
solemnly  protested  that  he  saw  no  other 
address  in  its  way  to'  the  throne,  and  he 
defied  gentlemen,  after  the  most  exact 
enouiry,  to  prove  that  adminbtration  in- 
terfered in  procuring  any. 

The  question  bemg  put.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time ;  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
Yeas  |Mr.CharlesTownshend J  ^^^ 

^^^^  ICaptain  Johnstone  -     J   ^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

November  15.  The  House  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  said  Billj  in  which  it 
was  moved,  to  amend  the  preamble  with 
tliese  words,  **  that  the  said  power  should 
not  extend  beyond  the  continuance  of  the 
present  rebellion.'' 

Mr.  SawMdge  contended,  that  this  Bill 
would  throw  an  additional  weight  into  the 
bands  of  the  crown,  already  become  too 
powerful,  which  might  and  probably  would 
DC  productive  of  very  dangerous  conse- 
quences. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  if  the  friends 
of  administration  opposed  the  amendment^ 


it  would  convince  him  that  his  supicioiiB 
were  well-founded,  which  were,  that  the 
present  Bill  was  no  more  than  a  mere  co- 
loun^le  pretext  for  arming  the  crown  with 
IM>wer  hitherto  unknown  to  the  coofldta- 
tiour 

Sir  George  Savile  said  the  very  point 
meant  to  be  covertly  carried  by  thii  B31, 
was  what  no  king  of  England,  even  the 
most  despotic,  was  ever  aw  to  gain;  thA 
on  this  was  grounded  the  leading  coatat 
between  ChArles  1  and  his  parliameDt, 
lone  before  that  assembly  was  disrged 
with  any  views  of  faction,  or  of  overtlirow- 
mg  the  constitution*  Hitherto,  he  oitd, 
no  man  in  this  country  codd  be  anned 
without  the  consent  <i  parliament;  the 
army  were  armed  by  parliament ;  so  woe 
the  militia :  but  if  tois  Bill  should  ^m, 
the  military  might  be  armed  by  the  kiog, 
without  the  consent  of  parliament.  Maoj 
things  might  be  uraed  on  the  ground  thst 
the  militia  were  the  great  constitutiooal 
force  of  the  kingdom ;  that  nothing  of 
course  can  be  fetired  from  them,  for  they 
will  act  in  a  double  capacity,  of  defeaden 
of  their  country  and  its  constitution.  The 
argument  was  plausible,  and  therefore  the 
better  calculated  to  deceive ;  but  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  draw  a  very  different  coocfai- 
sion.  There  were  always  two  paitiei  is 
this  country ;  no  matter  as  to  their  piiii- 
ciples :  the  prince  would  have  it  is  hit 
power,  by  this  Bill,  to  put  the  militia  under 
the  coounand  of  which  of  thoee  he  thoq^ 
fit,  and  to  call  them  out  into  actual  eemcs 
when  he  pleased ;  for  as  to  the  conditioa 
of  a  rebellion  being  within  the  dominieoi 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  he  looked 
upon  that  as  nothing ;  as  means  might  be 
easily  devised  to  furnish  a  pretence  sufr 
cient  to  justify  the  embodying -the  militiii 
What,  then,  may  be  the  consequence^  bat 
that  an  ambitious  or  weak  prince,  fOp 
ported  or  urged  by  a  revengefal  pene* 
cuting  Action,  may  create  a  civil  war  ia 
some  distant  part  of  the  empire,  in  order 
at  length  to  give  them  an  opportunitv  rf 
exterminating  or  triumphing  over  their 
adversaries  at  home,  and  destroying  Ae 
liberties  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Herbert  said,  the  Uberties  of  oo 
free  country  could  be  preserved,  on  ths 
supposition  that  the  people  were  in  a  stais 
like  that  described  by  the  hon.  gentlemB; 
that  the  parliament  must  pay  the  ta^ 
consequently  the  ministry  would  be  en* 
tious  to  assemble  them  without  a  ja^ 
cause ;  and  while  the  present  cooatitutioa 

contiaued»  it  would  bb  abaord  to  gwd 
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flgaimt  pArliaiii€Ot»  in  whom  we  must  con* 
tiDue  to  repose  a  confidence.' 

Mr.  Serfeent  Adair  entered  into  several 
legal  definitiotiB  of  treason  and  rebellion. 
He  adverted  to  a  law  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  1,  in  order  to  shew  the  true 
sodeot  groiuid  on  which  the  militia  of 
this  kingdom  rested,  and  so  traced  the 
nbject  down  to  the  present  times.  He 
inmted  that  if  the  friends  of  the  Bill  meant 
wbat  they  asserted,  they  would  be  amply 
content  to  have  a  temporary  one.  When 
they  said  the  Bill  meant  no  more  than  it 
exprened,  why  did  they  not  define  and 
ipedfy  the  sort  of  rebelhon,  the  extent  of 
i^  snd  its  locality  >  No ;  any  thing  the 
governing  powers  thought  proper  to  call 
rebellion,  would  soon  be  deemed  so.  He 
iDitanced  the  various  cases,  or  acts  of  vio« 
lenoei  which  in  law  are  deemed  levying 
wsr,  such  as  leveling  inclosures,  pulling 
down  meeting-houses,  bawdy-houses,  Ac 
He  mentioned  particularly  the  cases  of 
the  Oxford-rioters,  and  the  pulling  down 
bswdy-houses  in  the  reign  of  Charles  iS, 
sod  Burgess's  meeting-house,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Anne,  when  some  persons  were 
tried  and  condemned  for  nigh-treason, 
for  being  concerned  in  that  riot.*  He 
obKnred  finally,  that  the  British  eropiie 
extended,  to  the  four  ijuarters  of  the  glcwe ; 
tbst  if  any  illegal  or  notous  act,  of  the  na» 
tore  now  alluded  to,  should  happen,  no 
natter  whether  at  Patna,  Sen^iambia,  or 
Boitoo,  the  minister  might  construe  it 
into  rebellion,  and  call  out  the  militia. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  contended,  that  the 
BUDister  could  not  call  out  the  militia, 
witbont  assigning  his  reasons  for  so  doing, 
and  submitting  them  to  parliament  for 
their  approbation,  whenever  they  met,  if 
iKit  sittmg  at  the  time. 

Mr.  r.  Townshend  did  not  much  ap- 
prove of  the  Bill,  but  would  give  his  as- 
irat  to  its  passing,  because  if  it  riiould  not 
V^f  Germans  would  certainly  be  brought 
^et;  yet  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  pro- 
perly limited.  He  never  knew  or  read  of 
^  "^^^^'^  army  which  did  not  originate  in 
1  militia.  Several  free  governments  had 
Dsen  overturned  by  a  miutia;  particularly 
one  near  home.  It  was  well  known  that 
1^^  11  of  France  overturned,  and  com- 
]neiety  destroyed  the  hberties  of  his  ooun- 
^by  a  militia. 

Mr.Denipi^wasfor  the  Bill.  Heobserv- 
^  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  said 

^— ^— — i— ^■^■1— —  t^— ^  Ml     >,  ,1.1        ■ 
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that  all  the  free  governments  of  Europe  had 
been  destroyed  by  a  militia,  was  mistaken^ 
for  history  would  furnish  many  more  in- 
stances in  which  they  had  been  overthrown 
by  standing  armies;  and  hoped  that  a 
militia  would  be  established  in  the  north 
part,  as  well  as  the  south  [)art  of  the  island, 
fpr  the  defence  of  the  nation  in  general. 

The  Amendment  was  rejected,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  140  to  55. 

November  22.  The  BHl  beihg  read  sr 
thiid  time,  sir  G.  Savile  ol&red  a  rider,  ta 
limit  its  duration  to  seven  years;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fox  attacked  the  Bill,  the  framers, 
the  advisers,  and  in  short,  every  single  ob- 
ject which  it  held  out,  particularly  as  it 
would  be  the  means  of  increasing  and  ex- 
tending the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  In 
the  course  or  his  speech  he  mentioped  the 
address  from  the  nrst  battalion  of  the  De« 
vonshire  militia.  He  supposed,  they  want- 
ed to  alienate  the  king  from  the  people,  to 
imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  thei? 
fellow-subjects:  such  men,  he  thought, 
ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  arms.  The 
Attorney  General  might  be  ordered  to 
prosecute  the  persons  complained  of  in 
the  address,  and  if  wanted,  they  might 
come  in  to  assist  the  law ;  that  was  their 
station. 

Mr.  Acland^  who  presented  the  address, 
said,  he  thought  the  non.  gentleman  point- 
ed at  him.  He  was  no  adventurer  or 
place-hunter  t  he  was  a  gentleman  of  inde- 
pendent fortune,  who  voted  purely  in  con- 
formity with  his  sentiments,  without  any 
sinister  views  whatever.  Men  of  piPo- 
perty  who  had  much  at  stake,  who  could 
have  no  interest  but  the  public  interest, 
were  surely  tlie  fittest  personsjto  be  trusted 
with  arms,  not  those  of  reduced  fortunes, 
&c     [Interrupted  by  Mr.  Burke.] 

Mr.  Fox  rejMied,  that  he  had  a  qualifica- 
tion which  was  sufficient,  and  that  it  was 
the  first  time  he  ever  heard  any  man  take 
liberties  in  that  House  on  account  of  his 
fortune,  whether  real  or  ideal ;  standins  as 
he  did,  he  supposed  he  had  as  sood  a 
right  to  speak  as  any  man  in  that  House, 
and  woula  not  be  interrupted.  [Here  the 
House  interposed,  and  the  altercation 
went  no  further.] 

Lord  North  said,  the  militia  being  a 
constitutional  body,  might  with  great  pro- 
priety, as  a  military  body,  at  any  time, 
address  the  throne  upon  the  state  of  pub- 
lic affiiirs,  to  express  their  loyal  dispo- 
sitions to  his  Majesty,  and  promise  any 
exertions  in  support  of  the  crown. 


Tellers. 


Yeas  jLord  Stonley    -    -    -    -J    i^o 

xr^«o  <  G«ne«l  Keppcl     -    -    .  i 
N^^MMr.Byng    .    .    .    -    .J 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Mf  .  Burie  said,  bd  was  glad  Ae  Adble 
krd  had  spoke  ont^  bfectase  he  had  noir, 
by  this  declaration,  given  a  clttdr  insight 
ifato  his  svsteni  and  pHnciples  of  adidinis- 
tration.  If  tihrs  we^e  constitutional  and 
justifiable,  therd  was  an  end  of  the  liberti^ 
•f  this  country ;  and,  however  nominally  we 
were  free,  we  were  fl'oni  this  instant,  in  fact, 
subject  to  military  government ;  for  if  the 
crown  can  at  any  time  draw  forth  the  suf- 
frages and  support  of  the  militia  (all  of- 
ficers'appointed  by  the  crown)  it  had  all 
the  disadvantages  of  a  standing  army,  fend 
teore  danger  attending  it  from  the  prepos- 
sessions in  favour  of  a  militia,  and  that  un- 
guarded confidence  which  their  fellow-ci- 
tfeens  placed  in  tKem  preferable  t(^  the 
army.  He  had  hitherto  been  a  ^Hend  to 
th6  militia ; '  but  from  this  time  he  must 
loolc  upon  them  with  a  jealous  eye ;  and 
be  thought  it  as  safe  for  the  guards  to 
address  the  King  in  -a  body,  as  any  pro- 
vincial corps  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Mot/sey  opposed  the  Bfll,  as  ah  un- 
i&ecessary  extension  of  the  prerogative. 
He  stated  the  law,  as  it  ntdod  mdependent 
of  the  proposed  alteration,  and  argued  that 
every  reasonable  purpose  of  a  militia  esta- 
blishment being  merely  local,  wai  already 
amply  provided  for  by  the  laws  in  being. 

The  question  being  pot,  that  the  Bill 
do  pass,  the  House  divided.  The  Yeas 
went  forth. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  LtU' 
treiVs  Motion  to  treat  with  the  Americans,'] 
November  17.  Mr.  Temple  Ltxttrdl  rose 
and  said : 

Sir;  at  this  time,  in  the  heat  of  a 
most  unnatural  civil  war,  I  hold  it  incum- 
bent upon  every  member  of  parliament, 
inconsiderable  as  he  may  be  in  his  private 
character,  not  only  to  speak  out  with  firm- 
ness and  decision,  but  to  exert  his  utmost 
endeavour,  to  restore  peace  and  commer- 
dal  prosperity  to  the  mother  country  and 
her  colonies.  The  wisest  writers  on  po- 
Etics  lay  down  for  a  rule,  that  those  go- 
vernments  are  the  most  perfect  which 
are  oflenest  brought  bftck  to  their  first 
princijiles.  Ndw,  Sir,  the  history  and 
perfection  of  the  government  of  the 
w^x  etojHre,   will  eludd&te  the  t^th 


of  sndi  mana;  fimr  theft  b  wisi^ 
other  country  on  6ie  fiiee  of  tbs  gMpe, 
in  wfaieh  the  gmremnest  Ins  losibi 
been  brottgbt  back  to  its  firtt  |siti- 
ciple ;  and  that  not  by  kings  «idi  tUr 

CirhafiBente,  hot  bv  eatri  fonaii  smob* 
ies  of  the  people,  in  a  cenfentiai  «r 
congress,  wfaicb  conveyed  i  peter  lad 
more  positive  sense  of  the  eovnauniiyil 
large,  dmn  die  estates  of  the  land,  awa- 
bled  aocorditi^  to  ordinary  fbnin,  ooiU 
possibly    do ;  and.  Sir,  in  every  sosM, 
during  the   last  800  years,  between  M 
people  and  their  trustees  for  eieculift 
power,  the  foniier  have  eooie off iHiliia- 
tory^  ftifly  estabUdiing  diis  pkbpispe* 
sitfOA,  chat  att  partial  faistitatians  ^fAfi 
mast,  when  tbe  natioAal  welteeisnfa^ 
tfon,  be  loat  m  tbe  m<ire  ettensiite  }t»%i 
reason  and  of  nature ;  wkbwhatemM^ 
or  sallies  of  wit  socb  plea  may  litei;  km 
been  treated  br  some  gemtertien  widii 
these  walls,     liie  bappiaess  of  maikai 
first  dictated  the  necessity  and  eafc  sf  p* 
vemmetot,  as  die  intermediate  poireriit» 
tween  the  individoal  and  the  peoffle.  A 
government  was  created  by  die  pcopk^ 
who  by  their  original  compact^  rescm 
to  theinselves  a  paramount  right,  to  wbid 
they   mi^ht   revert  in  cases   of  pM 
danger ;  to  supply  essential  defecH,  to  # 
form  abuses,  and  to  take  the  most  efiecMl 
measures  for  the  lasting  peace  and  aA* 
guard  of  society.    The  sUbjeclB  of  1^ 
British    empire,   in  ata  especnai  maoDll^ 
claim  liberty  and  property,  according  H 
their  ancient  laws  and  customs,  not  si  t 
charter,  gift  oh  indulgence,  but  as  so  isIP 
rent  right  never  to  be  alienated,  and  d  iH 
time  transferred  to  their  monardi  orprdf 
in  parlfameiit. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  tf# 
search  into  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  At 
British  constitution ;  but  there  are 
facts  requisite  to  sustain  the  argntbentl 
favour  of  the  motion  1  am  going  to 
which  i  must  beg  leave  to  call  up  to 
recollection.  The  popular  fortH 
vemment  of  the  Saxons,  it  is  #eU 
was  in  very  remote  times  transplanted 
this  island  IrOnd  Greriiiany ;  their 
conventions  were  eotitinual>  and  ai 
to  the  lunar  peridds.  AfliEfl'  the 
of  Alfred  the  Great,  they  Were 
by  the  festivals  of  the  Christian 
The  lower  we  descend  in  Idstoryt 
regulbt  #e  find  these  eMetaiflies. 
perty  increased.  The  body  of 
b^ame  mdre  dtffbse  moA  nuiisetods.  Wid 

was  every  maa's  business-MeMd  rfdttf 


■w^ 


I 


to  tttat  iM^A  the  Amerieam* 


mi 

nfierart  to  the  individua),  and  many  con- 
earring  cames  rendered   their  meetinga 
Me  inqoented,  till  at  length  they  seldom 
coooenwd  tlieinaelTea  with  this  duty,  un- 
law some  edict  or  precept,  issued  hy  the 
imtnediate  executive  branch  of  govem- 
neot,  should  demand  their  judgment  and 
Mffin^Sy  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
itate.     But,    Sir,    the  policy  of  courts 
gradually    encroached,    and   at    length 
irougbt  the  modelling  of  diese  assemblies 
to  d^nd,  in  fact,  upon  the  royal  will  and 
plessare;  hence  arose  corruptions  and  in- 
toleVible  grievances  to  the  people;  but 
whenever  the  disease  reached  its  full  par- 
SKlsm,  they  wisely  esteemed  the  public 
good  ai  the  supreme  object  of  all  civilized 
govemiDents ;  and  when  sober  counsels,  rei- 
terated admonitions,  and  processes  of  sub- 
«dinate  judicature  had  failed,  they,  by 
Tiitue'of  that  original  pcrwer,  which  I  insist 
had  at  no  time  departed  from  them,  did 
sppoai  to  the  transcendent,  primeval  law 
w  conscience  and  common  sense;    and 
when  the  acts  of  ministers,  begun  in  op- 
pesuon,   led  on  to  a  general  calamity, 
ihey  considered   disobedience  to  be  the 
Jttty  of  every  good  citizen,  and  cheerfuily 
bore  the  burthen  and  sufierings  of  a  civil 
^  rather  than  become  slaves  themselves, 
md  entail  beggary  and  bondage  on  their 
posterity. 

'  I  shall  now  illustrate  this  doctrine, 
rikich  I  take  to  be  the  fundamental  basis 
if  out  genuine  whig  doctrine,  by  some 
tanking  passages  selected  from  your  an- 
^;  first,  observing  that  of  thirty-three 
Rereigns  of  England,  since  William  the 
^queror,  thirteen  only  have  ascended 
ho  throne  by  divine  hereditary  right ; 
^  rest  owe  their  royalty  to  the  zeal  and 
ignor  of  the  people  m  the  maintenance  of 
ODstitutional  freedom.  The  will  of  the 
oople  of  England,  superseding  an  here- 
ilaiy  claim  to  succession,  at  the  com- 
lencement  of  the  twelfUi  century,  placed 
Imry  the  lat  on  the  throne  of  this  king- 
iRa,  with  condition  that  he  would  abro- 
Ite  the  vigorous  laws  made  since  the 
Ibrman  invasion,  restore  the  government 
t  in  the  days  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
id  abolish  all  unjust  and  arbitrary  taxes, 
log  Stephen  obtained  the  crown,  and' 
Eenry  the  2nd  kept  it,  on  the  same  ex- 
poss  terms ;  yet.  Sir,  in  the  days  of  king 
ihn,  it  was  judged  expedient  no  longer 
I  trust  to  mere  oral  declarations,  which 
ate  chicane  and  sophistry  had  of  late 
Mrs  occaaionally  explained  away,  but  to 
Mipel  that  prince  solemnly  to  register  90 
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affirmance  of  the  ancient  rights  of  the  peo* 
pie  in  a  formal  charter;  and  this  necessary 
work  was  accomplished  by  the  congresa  at 
Runemede,  in  the  yehr  1215 :  an  assembly 
which  ought  never  to  be  spoken  of  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Commons  of  £ng« 
land  but  with  profound  veneration. 

An  hen.  and  learned  member  over  the 
way  mentioned,  a  few  evenings  ago,  the 
introduction  of  foreign  troops  into  thia 
island  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Srd,  as  a 
precedent  to  warrant  the  present  stretch 
of  regal  prerogative  in  the  case  of  the  Ha<* 
noverian  mercenaries :    as  that  member  is 
not  now  in  the  House,  I  shall  be  more 
concise  in  treating  of  the  events  he  alluded 
to,  Uian  I  otherwise  intended.    Sir,  in  th« 
reign  of  Henry  the  3rd,  about  the  yeav 
12S8,  the  barons,  clergy,  and  freeholders^ 
refused  two  distinct  summonses  to  parlia^ 
ment ;  and  understanding  that  the  king  aa 
earl  of  Poictou,  had  landed  some  of  hia 
continental  troops  in  the  western  ports  of 
England,  with  a  design  to  strengthen  a 
most  odious  and  arbitrary  set  of  ministers^ 
they  assembled  in  a  convention  or  con* 
gross,  from  whence  they  dispatched  depu* 
ties  to  king  Henry,  declaring  that  if  he 
did  not  immediately  send  back  those  Poic* 
touvians,  and  remove  from  his  person  and 
counsels  evil  advisers^  they  would  place  on 
the  throne  a  prince  who  should  better  ob« 
serve  the  laws  of  the  land.      Sir,  the  king 
not  only  hearkened  to  that  congress,  but 
shortly  after  complied  with  every  article 
of  their  demands,  and  publicly  notified  hia 
reformation.     Now,  Sir,  what  are  we  to 
call  that  assembly  which  dethroned  Ed- 
ward the  2nd,  when  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  preached  a  sermon  on   thia 
text,    **  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the 
voice  of  God."       And  when  a  learned 
judge,  in  the  character  of  procurator  for 
the  mass  pf  the  freemen,  surrendered  the 
homage  and  fealty  of  the  people  of  Eng**. 
land,  alleging  that  the  original  compact, 
through  which  they  were  bound  to  allegi-^ 
ance,  was  dissolved,  by  the  use  and  aa-t 
grandisement  of  ill  counsellors;    by  the 
administration     of    government,     which 
^agreed  not  with  the  ancient  laws  of  the 
land,  and  by  a  total  disregard  to  the  advice 
and  supplications  of  his  majesty's  faithful 
but  afflicted  subjects,      Richard  the  2nd, 
like  the  unhappy  Edward,  fell  a  victim  to 
despotic  obstinacy  and  favoritiem ;    and  to 
this  kinff,  in  the  same  manner,  was  sur- 
rendered by  oommissioners  (or  proctors) 
the  allegiance  of  his  subjects,  and  a  prince 
of  the  House  of  Lancaster  ( founder  of  oyii^ 
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mmnt  mmt  gmdouB  sowmgn^t  royal 
umt)  was  iDvked  over  from  banuhmenti 
«id  elected  by  the  people  to  the  thfone. 
mt»  Sir,  before  I  diflmisi  this  rngn,  it 
nay  be  proper  to  observe  that  R^hard 
eoftiflely  subverted  the  c6Bstilution  of  the 
upper  House  of  Pariiawent,  for  he  made  it' 
aik  appendage  to  the  crown,  introdudog 
peer9  oy  creatioD,  ir,  prejudice  to  the  ter« 
ritorial  bareoies ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
ether  House,  he  sent  orders  to  the  sherifi 
ef  tbe  several  counties  throughout En^and, 
to  return  only  such  representatives  to  per- 
Maraent  as  should  on  every  occasion  im* 
plkstly  obey  the  royal  mandate.  Nay,  Sir, 
both  Houses  conjointly  went  at  last  so  far 
aa  to  commit  their  whole  parliamentary 
.power  into  the  hands  of  a  cabinet  junto  of 
piinislersy  having,  however,  first  obtained 
the  Fope's  leave  for  so  dcnng.  I  wish 
gentlemen  who  contend  for  supreme  sove- 
iei|;nty  in  the  crown  and  parliaaaent^  de- 
nying any  rights  of  the  people  in  pre-erai' 
nenoe  to  their  joint  authority,  would  apply 
inch  argument  to  the  state  of  King,  Loras, 
and  Commons,  at  that  ssra.  I  shall  next 
psooeed  to  the  general  convention  or  con- 

fress,  which  in  1461  enthroned  the  earl  of 
iardi  in  Westminsler-liali,  by  the  name 
of  Edward  4 ;  the  primate  of  all  England 
collectrag  the  suffinges  ai  the  people ;  and 
at  that  period  even  the  Lanqastrian  hisio.- 
Vfms  date  the  consmencenMntof  his  reign. 
But  to  come  to  modem  occurrences : 
kk  1659  a  convention  or  ooogress  restored 
laoal  monarchy  in  the  person  of  king 
€harlea  the  2nd,  who  was  then  no  fiurdier 
distant  from  'this  island  than  the  town  o£ 
Breda,  and  being  pressed  by  many  of  the 
loval  partisans  to  Ksue  his  wdts  fer  a  law' 
flu parliaipeBt ;  he  nmde answer,  tha^he 
would  ra^es  be  indebted  for  bis  restora- 
tion to  the  uaiafluenoed  sense  of  the 
people  of  England,  taken  in  %  ftee  a^ 
seinbly. 

On  the  96th  of  Deoember,  1686,  waa 
beld  a  Convention  or  Congress  at  St. 
James'Sf  where  the  prince  of  Orange  pfo- 
sided;  and  there  were  present  most  of 
the  surviving  members  who  had:  served  in 
any  one  of  we  parliaments  of  kinf|^  Charles 
the  2nd,  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  the 
aldermen,  and  about  tif^y  of  the  common- 
council,  &c.  and  on  the  22d  of  January, 
following,  by  virtue  of  notices  issued  on 
the  aforesaid  26th  of  Deoemher  at  8t. 
James's,  the  memorable  Convention-par- 
liament assembled  in  this  House,  and 
perfected  the  glorious  work  of  the  Bevo> 
uition. 


aigwmems,  to  dadoce  £br  aa  iafoalii^ 
vertible  trndv  that  all  the  subjaels  sf  te 
British  eaipire  have  aright  tehe  giwsrasii 
according  to  the  spini  m  oar  aacisat  dfr^ 
stituttoe,  by  which  na  fireenan  eeaU  b 
taxed  without  his  consent,  eilhct  hi  p«« 
son  or  by  his  subatitute;  apd  astviih' 
standing  the  infnogement  of  fius  ligkt 
under  some  of  our  Nonnaii  kingi  soft 
their  successors,  yet  we  find  WiUisai  tiis 
Conqueror  himself  confirming  ik,  in  hii 
code  of  lawa,  the  year  before  hb  dsesMa 
And  the  same  explicit  dtderatioB  is  in 
fiivour  from  our  EngUdi  Justinian,  kiof 
Edward  the  1st,  in  the  charier  of  theS5tii 
and  statutes  of  the  S44h  of  his  reiga,  ad- 
mitted to  be  among  the  earliest  antheaiie 
records  of  parMamaat  extant,  acconliagta 
the  present  mode  oTsommocis. 

I  have,  I  think,  ahewn  that  our  kJagi  n 
former  daya  have  not  acnipled  to  treit 
with  a  congress  ;  that  aaanj  of  the  halt 
of  them  Qire  their  cronrna  to  audi  nationil 
meetings;  and  thait  this  nation  has,  en  ths 
one  hand,  been  saved  from  deapotaBk 
and,  oo  the  other,  from  anarchy,  by  a 
convention  or  congresa;  which  aor^ 
possesses  some  advantages  over  a  padia* 
meat ;  for  being  free  from  ntiniatfirial  lai^ 
nagement,  having  neither  placemen,  pea* 
sinners,  nor  dependent  retainers  on  thdf 
list,  they  are  more  Kkely  to  kear  the  ua 
oeae  dictatea  of  conscience,  and  the  an' 
MiUuted  sense  of  those  they  lepiasiBr 
But,  Sir,  however  inadmiasibie  the  vaiea 
of  a  congress  might  be  deemed  as  actisf 
legisbtion,  yet  I  conceive  that  their  phi 
in  the  diaraoter  of  advooatea  for  the  cm* 
atituent  body  by  whom  they  are  ce» 
miasioned,  ought*  in  .justice,  aa  weH  ai 
sound  policy,  to  be  Istened  to.  A  paac 
tiUoua  delieaoy  now  in  fiiahion,  whidi  aa 
slife  the  digni^  of  the  croaNi  and  psdia* 
men^  will,  if  madly  penisted  m,  cost  * 
least  half  the  blood  and  aubetance  d 
Qreat-Bdtain.  The  mvt  haiiahtjr  mi 
powerful  monarch  of  lua  tiaae,  Lewis  dtt 
14th,  when  these  waa  a  fiaraaidable  can 
motion  in  tbe  Cevennea,  coendcecendeilt 
depute  two  marehak  of  France  to  eaia 
into  a  treaty  with  the  malcontents;  peace 
ana  accordmgly  made,  and  the  terms  of  it 
were  afterwanls  fiiithfuUy  fulfilled. 

Look,  Sir,  into  the  history  of  thepread* 
est  as  weU  aa  most  renowned  people  that 
ever  existed,  tbe  Romans;  obserfe  Ae 
conclusion  of  their  Social  War,  and  ym 
will  aee  they  were  not  above  negodalmg 
a  peace  wiu  these  very  inauigeiits  wheaa 
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.  ikef  tad  tafoMb  iadnridyally  bj  aoftie, 
yrapcrllMd  m  lebek.  Bone  fouad  her- 
adf  al  ^Aftt«by  reduced  ta  tbe  lame  criticil 
pradicuDeet  wliicli»  I  apiKrehead,  we  mnt 
Mod  ia;  thera  wm  no  otber  possible 
mettm  m£  MBtoriiif  concord^  or  iMviBg  the 
€0BUM»we«]th  from  ruin :  but,  Sir^  wove 
iU,  i  w»iild  wisb  ibe  House  ta  gif  e,  oa 
tfaii  oocMi(Hi,  due  weicbt  le  a  c«ndutive 
feaark  of  cbe  ezoeUeat  anchor  of  the 
Cominenttriei  on  the  laws  of  Eugkndi 
where  he  is  deKaaSioff  on  the  Be?dtttioD 
af  1688,  which  nlaoed  the  scepter  in  the 
aaiida  of  king  WiUianij  and  eventually 
Itfoagfat  in  the  illustrious  House  of  Han- 
ovar  to  be  guardiana  of  the  Protestant 
fsUgioBy  and  assertors  of  the  ancient 
eonttitutional  fights  of  all  the  subjects 
throughout  the  British  monarchy*  ^<  No 
pmdical  systems  of  law,''  savs  he,  **  are 
a»  perfect  as  to  point  oat  before  hand 
thoae  eccentric  remedies  which  national 
ancrgency  will  dictate  aod  will  Justify." 

I  now,  fiir,  be^  leave  to  offer  to  the 
House  the  following  motion :  *<  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  request- 
ing that  he  will  authorize  the  Commit 
siooers  nominated  to  act  in  America,  (for 
the  gracious  purposes  expressed  in  his 
Majesty's  Spe^  trom  the  throne)  to  re- 
ceive profKwals  for  reconciliation  from 
any  general  '  Convention,  Congress,  or 
other  collective  body,  that  shidl  be  found 
BOit  perfectly  to  convey  the  sentiments  of 
one  or  more  of  the  several  continental  co- 
lonies, suspending  all  enquiry  into  the 
ibp^  or  illegal  forms  under  which  such 
foolony  or  colonies  may  be  disposed  to 
treat;  as  the  most  effectual  means  to  pre* 
vent  the  effusion  of  bl^od,  and  to  recon- 
eSe  the  honour  and  permanent  interest  of 
Great-Britain  with  the  requisitions  of  his 
JMaiesty's  American  subjects." 

Colonel  Charles  WoUdev  seconded  the 
motion.  He  said,  he  bad  served  some 
jears  on  the  coast  of  America,  and  had 
at  this  time  the  best  intelligenoe  poasible 
£rom  that  part  of  the  world,  and  was  sure 
a  peace  could  never  be  effected  but 
ibroogh  the  means  of  a  general  congress. 

Mr.  Rice  said,  that  not  haviog  been  in 
the  House  while  the  hon.  gentleman  spoke 
in  support  of  his  motion,  he  should  not 
*eply  to  his  speech ;  but  (mly  observe,  that 
M  man  in  the  House  could  be  more  do* 
woua  of  peace  with  America  than  him- 
self; but  he  would  not  treat  with  the  eon- 
#ressi  because  it  woukl  be  admitting  that 
to  b^  n  legal  aastmbly,  whiob  wuMp  of 
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cedtfsa>  deternane  the  aisestitn  at  Ottea  ka 
favour  of  America.  It  that  meeting  waa 
legal,  aU  our  conduct  was  li^ustiee. 

Mr.  •/«  Johntione  was  for  the  motion, 
as  the  only  means  of  treatiilg  with  Ama<^ 
rica. 

Sir  George  Yenge  was  idso  for  the 
motion. 

Sir  Gewr§^  SfUtie  called  upon  Ininisteii 
to  inferm  the  House  whetber  they  haA 
any  plan,  and  what  they  intended  to  do. 

No  answer  was  ^iven:  and  the  mMioa 
passed  in  the  negative. 


Debate  mi  the  Commom  on  ike  Aflt^ 
EeHmaUiJ]  Nov*  8*  The  House  being  iti 
a  Coipmittee  of  Supply» 

Lord  Barrington  stated  the  Army  Estt» 
mates  fw  1776.  He  smd  thai  the  wh<^ 
of  the  force  intended  to  be  raised  and 
maintained  was  S&fiOO  men,  the  ordinary 
expence  of  which  would  be  1.80O,O002i 
and  a  fraction ;  that  the  expenKe  of  laat 
year  was  something  above .  1,000,0001. 
consequently  that  the  incre|Me  would  be 
800,000^.  He  then  enumerated  the  dii* 
ferent  services,  aad  shewed  that  c^Ecept 
the  Vroe  intended  to  serve  ia  America 
and  Grreat  Britain,  the  tmops  stationed 
elsewhere,  would  be  nearly  the  shme«  In 
the  latter  there  were  at  present  seven 
battalions,  and  ten  returning  from  Mi- 
norca, Gibraltar,  and  America,  which 
would  make  17  in  the  whole,  four  of 
which  would  return  with  officers  only  (  ef 
these  four  the  18th  and  59th  regimental 
which  had  suffered  most,  would  be  twou 
He  neat  informed  the  Committee  that 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  would  be  gur* 
risoned  by  five  battalions  of  Haaoveriaos» 
consisting  of  475  men  each,  and  lour  of 
£nglisli  i  the  two  serving  at  Gibraltar  ta 
consist  of  477  men  eacn,  the  usual  esta* 
blishment;  and  the  two  at  Minorca  ef 
677  men  each ;  so  that  by  this  increase  of 
men,  which  was  effected  chiefly  by  the 
invalids  which  were  sent  from  'hence,  ano- 
ther battalion  could  be  spared  fr6m  Mi«> 
norca.  He  observed,  that  in  the.  West 
Indies  there  would  be  one  battalion  less ; 
for  instead  of  five  there  would  be  but  fbur 
battalions,  which  was  meant  to  be  coi0^ 
posed  of  his  Majesty's  royal  Amerieaa 
regiment,  to  be  oommandai  by  general 
Prevost.  The  force  to  be  employed  for 
guards,  rarrisons,  and  invalids  withaa 
Great  Britain  would  be  %OfiOO  men,  and 
those  in  America,  including  the  force  la 
the  West  Indies,  Gibraltar,  Minorca,  aod 
^ha  coaal  of  Africa,  M^OOQ^  and  that  tha 
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wMeat  BUMt  gttdouB  80wrtigQ*t  royal 
umt)  was  ioTifted  over  firom  banuhment, 
ttad  elected  by  the  people  to  tbe  thfone. 
mtf  Sir,  before  I  dimMt  this  reign,  it 
Boay  be  proper  to  observe  that  Richard 
eotuely  subverted  tb€$  c^nstttution  of  the 
upper  House  of  Pariiawent,  for  he  made  it' 
•Ik  apoendageto  the  crewn^  intrododng 
peers  by  creatioiiy  ir.  prejudice  to  tbe  ter« 
ntorial  bareoies ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
ether  House,  he  seot  orders  to  the  sherifi 
ef  tbe  several  counties  tbrou^outEi^land, 
to  return  only  such  representatives  to  par- 
Mament  as  should  on  every  occasion  im** 
plkstly  obey  the  ro;^al  mandate.  Nqr,  Sir, 
both  Houses  conjoroily  went, at  last  so  far 
aa  to  commit  their  whole  parlianeBtary 
.power  into  the  hands  of  a  cabinet  junto  of 
piinisters,  having,  however,  first  obtained 
the  Pope's  leave  for  so  dorog.  I  wish 
gentlemen  who  contend  for  supreme  sove- 
seipnty  in  the  drown  and  parliament,  de- 
nying any  ri^ts  of  the  people  in  pre-erai-^ 
nence  tp  their  joint  authority,  would  apply 
indi  argument  to  the  state  of  King,  Lorde^ 
and  Commons,  at  that  sra.  I  shall  next 
proceed  to  the  general  convention  or  con- 

Sess,  which  in  1461  enthroned  the  earl  of 
Bxch  in  Westminster-liaU,  by  the  name 
of  £dward4;  the  primate  of  all  England 
collecting  the  suffinges  ai  the  people ;  and 
at  that  period  even  the  Lancastrian  histo.- 
^^aas  date  the  commencement  of  his  reign. 

But  to  come  to  modem  occurrences : 
in  1659  a  convention  or  ooogress  restored 
legal  monarchy  in  the  person  of  king 
dnarlea  the  2nd,  who  was  then  no  fiurdier 
distant  from  'this  island  then  the  town  o£ 
Breda,  and  bttng  pressed  by  many  of  the 
■oval  partiaana  to  Ksae  hia  wdts  mr  a  la«- 
fiu  parlian^ent ;  he  nmde  answer,  tha(  he 
would  ladies  be  indebted  for  bis  restora- 
tion to  the  umnflaenoed  sense  of  the 
people  of  England^  tdcen  m  %  free  a^ 
semoly. 

On  the  96th  of  December,  1666,  vaa 
bold  a  Convention  or  Congress  at  St. 
James'Sf  where  the  prince  of  Orange  pfo- 
sided;  apd  there  were  present  aaost  of 
the  surviyhig  members  who  had:  served  in 
any  one  of  we  parliaments  of  kinfi^  Churles 
the  2nd,  tlie  lord  mayor  of  London,  the 
aldermen,  and  about  fifty  of  the  common- 
council,  drc.  ^nd  on  the  22d  of  January, 
frllowiog,  by  virtue  of  notices  issued  on 
the  aforesaid  26th  of  December  at  St. 
James's,  the  memorable  Convention-par- 
liament assembled  in  this  House,  and 
.  perfected  the  glorious  work  of  the  Bevo> 
lution. 


I  mean*  Sir»  fr^n  tbeae  eHunplas  aad 
aigwnems,  to  dedoce  for  an  in^Dnti^ 
vertiUe  trndv  that  all  tbe  twl^jecls  sf  te 
British  empire  have  might  to  be  gowsiBaH 
according  to  tbe  spirit  m  onr  nnci«it  csn* 
stitutioB,  by  which  no  fiffsman  cenld  he 
taxed  without  his  consent,  either  in  psr« 
son  or  by  his  nibetitute;  and  netwiah* 
standing  the  infringement  of  this  ri^ 
under  some  of  our  Norman  kingi  and 
their  successors,  yet  we  find  William  the 
Conqueror  himsdf  confirming  it,  in  his 
code  of  lawa»  tbe  year  before  his  doccisn 
And  the  same  esplicit  declaration  in  ila 
fiivour  from  our  English  Justinian,  king 
Edward  the  1st,  in  the  charter  of  die  S5ih 
and  statutes  of  the  ^A4h  of  his  reign,  ad- 
mitted to  be  among  the  earliest  aothenlic 
records  of  parliament  extant,  acoordingte 
the  present  mode  of  summons. 

I  have,  I  think,  shewn  that  our  kings  b 
former  days  ha^  not  scvupled  to  trest 
with  a  congress ;  that  asany  of  the  best 
of  them  owe  their  crowns  to  audi  national 
meetings;  and  that  this  nation  has»  en  the 
one  lumd,  been  saved  firom  dcBpotisBi» 
and,  eo  die  other,  from  anarchy,  bj  a 
convention   or   congress;    which  airay 
possesses  some  advantagea  over  a  pazlia« 
meat ;  foe  being  free  from  winiafcarial  vm^ 
nagement,  having  neither  placemen,  pen* 
sioners,  nor  dependent  retainers  on  their 
list,  they  are  more  Kkely  to  hear  the  afai- 
oese  dictates  of  conscience,  and  the  on* 
poUuted  sense  of  those  Ihev  reproasnr 
But,  Sir,  however  inndmissibie  die  voioa 
of  a  congress  might  be  deemed  as  acts  rf 
legislation,  yet  I  conceive  that  their 
in  the  character  of  advocates  for  the 
9tituent  body  by  whom  they  are 
missioned,  ought*  in  .justice,  aa  ^nll  s», 
sound  pelicy,  to  be  Imtened  to.    A  pane* 
tihous  delieaoy  now  in  fiishion,  which  wn 
stile  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  pndia- 
men^  will,  if  qsadly  peiaisted  in,  cost  ift 
least  half  the  blood  and  substnnce  si 
Great-Britain.     The  mast  haugfatjF 
powerfol  monarch  of  his  time,  Lewis  the 
14ih,  when  there  waa  a  fonmdable 
modon  in  tbe  Cevennea,  condescended  in  • 
depute  two  msrehais  of  France  to 
into  a  treaty  with  the  malcontents; 
was  accordingly  made,  and  the  t^ins  of  ifc 
were  afrerwanis  frithfuUy  fulfilled. 

Look,  Sir,  into  the  history  of  the  proud* 
est  as  weil  as  most  renowned  people  thsl- 
ever  existed,  tbe  Romana;  observe  lie 
conclusion  of  their  Social  War,  and  jm 
will  aee  they  were  not  i^ve  negoctacinif 
a  peace  wiu  tbeae  veiy  ansofgenta  whom 
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tbi|f  ted  befoN^  individiMUy  b j  aoftie, 
pnnmlMd  at  leliels.  Bouie  found  ber- 
Botfatlhitday  reduced  ta  tbe  lame  criticil 
pffgdicamBt  whicli»  I  apiKrebeod,  we  noir 
KHid  k;  there  wae  no  od^er  possible 
vtfbt  flf  fosloring  €4iiicord,  or  iiaviiig  the 
ceemMWPeelth  from  niin :  but,  Sir^  above 
iD,  i  v^uld  wi«b  ibe  House  to  give,  oa 
tfaii  oocasioB,  doe  weight  to  e  ceodtuive 
iCBMrk  of  die  exoelTeat  author  of  the 
Ceauieiitarieft  on  the  Umts  of  Eackadi 
where  he  is  deeoaating  on  the  Eevdution 

tieSSy  vhich  nlaoed  the  ecepter  in  the 
dt  of  king  WiUiam,  and  eventually 
hcMgfatinthe  iUustrioui  House  of  Han- 
ovsr  te  be  guaidUans  of  the  Protestant 
leiigioa,  and  assertors  of  the  ancient 
csntitutioBal  righu  of  all  the  subjects 
throu{[hout  the  British  monarchy.  ^*  No 
poetical  systems  of  law,"  savs  he,  **  are 
ss  peifect  as  te  point  out  beforo  hand 
those  eceentric  remedies  which  national 
snergeacy  will  dictate  and  will  Justify." 

I  BOW,  fiir,  bef  leave  to  offer  to  the 
Howe  the  foUowin^  motion :   **  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
Addreis  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  request- 
iag  that  he  will  authorize  the  Commit 
lioQera  Domiaated  to  aet  in  America,  (for 
the   gracious  purposes  expressed  in  his 
Majesty's  Speech  from  the  throne)  to  re- 
ceive proposals    for  reconciliation  from 
any  general  '  Convention,    Coneress,  or 
ether  collective  body,  that  shall  be  found 
Boit  perfectly  to  convey  the  sentin^nts  of 
ODs  or  more  of  the  several  continental  co- 
looies,  suspending  all   enquiry. into  the 
Jcfsl  or  illegal  forms  under  which  such 
^woay  or  colonies  may  be  disposed  to 
tieat;  as  the  mostr  effectual  means  to  pre* 
vent  the  effusion  of  bl^od,  and  to  recon- 
cile the  honour  and  permanent  interest  of 
Great-Britain  with  the  requisitions  of  his 
Majesty's  American  subjects.'' 
.   Colonel  Charles  WoUdcif  seconded  the 
JBoUon.    He  said,  he  bad  served  some 
years  on  the  coast  of  America,  and  had 
at  this  time  the  best  intelligence  possible 
^nxn  that  part  of  the  world,  and  was  sure 
a  peace   could   never  be  effected   but 
tfaroogh  the  means  of  a  general  congress. 
Mr.  Rice  said,  that  not  having  been  in 
the  House  while  the  hon.  gentleman  spoke 
ia  support  of  his  motion,  be  should  not 
ftply  to  his  speech ;  bul  only  observe,  that 
Ijp  man  in  the  House  could  be  more  de- 
sirous of  peace  with  America  than  him- 
fdf;  but  no  would  not  treat  with  the  con- 
^«s,  because  it  woukl  be  admitting  that 
t»  be  a  legta  aaiawMy,  whiob  mm/k^  of 
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oeiifsa^  detefnine  the  eoestitn  at  Mee  na 
favour  of  America.  It  that  meeting  waa 
l^gal,  aU  our  conduct  was  ii^ustiee. 

Mr.  •/•  JohnUtme  waa  lor  the  motion, 
as  the  only  means  of  treatiilg  with  Aaa^ 
rica. 

Sir  George  Yenge  was  tls6  for  the 
Bsotien. 

Sir  Geom  SfUtit  cailled  upon  tasinisteii 
to  inferm  the  House  whetner  they  haA 
any  plan,  and  what  they  intended  ioi  do. 

No  answer  was  given :  and  the  mMion 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Debate  in  the  Camm&m  on  the  Af^ 
Eetimaiee.'}  Nov*  8«  The  House  being  iki 
a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Lord  Barrimfrion  stated  the  Army  £stt> 
mates  for  1776.  He  smd  thai  the  wh<^ 
of  the  force  intended  to  be  raised  and 
maintained  was  56,000  men,  the  ordinary 
expence  of  which  would  be  l30OfiO0L 
and  a  fraction ;  that  the  expenKe  of  laat 
year  was  something  above .  1,006,QOOL 
consequeMy  that  the  increiMie  would  be 
300,000^.  He  then  enumerated  the  dif* 
ferent  services,  and  shewed  that  esEcept 
the  wee  intended  to  serve  in  America 
and  Great  Britain,  the  troops  stationed 
elsewhere,  would  be  nearly  the  slime«  In 
die  latter  there  were  at  present  seven 
battalions,  and  ten  returning  from  Mi- 
norca, Gibraltar,  and  America,  which 
would  make  17  in  the  whole,  four  of 
which  would  return  wiih  officers  only  $  of 
these  four  the  18th  and  59th  regimental 
which  had  suifered  most,  would  be  twqu 
He  neat  informed  the  Committee  that 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  would  be  gar- 
risoned by  five  battalions  of  Haaoverians» 
consisting  of  475  men  each,  and  lour  of 
English;  the  two  serving  at  Gibraltar  te 
consist  of  477  men  each,  the  usual  esta* 
blishment ;  and  the  two  at  Minorca  ef 
677  men  each ;  so  that  by  this  increase  ef 
men,  which  was  effected  chiefly  by  the 
invalids  which  were  sent  from 'hence,  ano- 
ther battaUon  could  be  spared  frbm  Mi^ 
norca.  He  observed,  that  in  the.  West 
Indies  there  would  be  one  battalion  less ; 
for  instead  of  five  there  would  be  but  four 
battalions,  which  was  meant  to  be  comw 
posed  of  his  Majesty's  royal  Ameriean 
regiment,  to  be  commanded  by  general 
Prevost.  The  force  to  be  employed  for 
guards,  carrisons,  and  invalids  within 
Great  Britain  would  be  90/)00  men,  and 
those  in  America,  including  the  force  In 
the  West  Indies,  Gibraltar,  Mmorca,  and 
^ha.caial  of  Africa,  M^OOQ^and  that  tha 
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letml  force  in  America  alone  would  be 
84  battalions,  at  811  men  to  a  battalion, 
including  two  regiments  of  ligbt  hone, 
one  sent  some  time  since  from  Ireland,  and 
Bnrgoyne's,  intended   for   that    service, 
which  would  in  the  whole  amount  to  iuh 
wards    of  d5,000    men.     This  was  the 
army  intended  to  carry  on  the  operations 
in  America,  part  of  which  was  borrowed 
from  Ireland,  and  must  accordingly  be 
paid  by  Great  Britain.    This  was  the  ge> 
Beral  outline  of  his  arrangements  on  paper, 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  it  was  bnt  on 
paper,  for  none  of  the  corps  but  those  in 
GiDfaltar  and  Minorca  were  completed  to 
their  full  complement,  particularly  those 
in,  or  going  to  America,  besides  dbe  four 
regiments  returning  from  that  country  to 
Great  Britain ;  which  were  to  return  with 
officers  only.    That  this  was  a  matter,  in 
the  present  situation  of  things,  much  to 
be  lamented,  yet  nothing  was  left  untried 
in  order  to  remedy  it,  hitherto  to  very 
little  purpose,  for  the  recruiting  service 
proceeded  but  slowly ;  that  attempts  were 
made  to  enlist  Irish  Catholics,  which  is 
what  he  would  not  have  advised,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  extreme  necessity,  though 
he  did  not  look  upon  the  measure  to  be 
contrary  to  law.    Foreigners  were  tried  as 
single  men,  to  be  incorporate  in  British 
regiments,  neither  did  that  answer ;  the 
bounty   was    raised    and   the   standard 
lowered,  still  the  men  could  not  be  ob- 
tained.   Such  being  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  obviate 
a  popular  objection  that  would  probably 
be  made  to  the  present  plan  of  hostile 
operations  against  America  upon  this  very 
ground,  that  recruits  could  not  be  haa, 
because  the  service  they  were  to  be  em- 
ployed in  was  odious  to  the  people  in  ge- 
neral.   But  his  lordship  insisted  tliat  was 
not  the  true  cause,  for  it  might  be  traced, 
mid  found  in  several  concurrent  causes ; 
nor  could  there  be  a  stronger  instance  on 
which  to  found  his  reasonings  than  that  at 
the  time  of  the  armaments  by  sea  and 
land,  relative  to  Falkland's  island,   the 
aame  difficulty  of  obtaining  recruits  was 
felt,  and  no  person  would  say,  that  a  war 
designed  to  be  carried  on  against  France 
and  Spain  is  not  a  popular  war.    Those 
causes  were  in  the  first  place  to  be  attri* 
buted  to  the  great  influx  of  real  or  no- 
minal wealth  of  late  years ;  to  the  conse- 
auent  and  natural  luxury  of  the  times;  to 
le  increased  employment  this  furnished 
to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people ;  to  the 
»ery  flouiasbiAg  state  of  our  manufactures 
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and  commerce;  bat  dHife  aB to llie  tros 
and  natural  cause,  awantofmea.    Hm 
want  of  men  he  imputed  to  the  foSevis^ 
reason :  at  the  breakii^  oat  of  the  lsl« 
war  our  military  force  every  where  did 
not  exceed,  (including  those  in  die  EiM 
Indies)  above  40,000  men;  whereH  ov 
last    peace    ertablishment    consiited  of 
31,000  paki  by  Great  Britain,  l^OOOby 
Ireland,  10,000  in  the  East  indiesi  4^ 
marines,  which  in  former  times  were  never 
a  permanent  corps,  and  27,000  nditis, 
whidi  last  description  of  men  were  si 
much  cut  off  from  the  recruiting  service, 
as  if  they  had  been    actually  cnlisiedi 
summing  up,  then,  those  respective  nam- 
hers,  they  formed  the  mdnstrous  amonst 
of  89,000  or  about  an  increase  of  49,000^ 
most  of  whom,  on  an  emergency  like  the 
present,  could  have  been  <^ed  into  io» 
tual  service..   He  said,  he  nnderstood  thst 
the  idea  of  taxing  America  was  entirely 
given  up ;  that  l^iog  the  case,  the  next 
consideration,  nay,  indeed  the  only  one, 
was  how  to  secure  the  constitutiond  de> 
pendency  of  that  country.     This,  ia  hii 
opinion,  was  not  to  be  effected  wtthost 
Great  Britain  declaring   a  resolution  ts 
maintain   her   constitutional  -rights,  snd 
putting  herself  in  a  situation  to  enfcroe 
them,  should  America  continue  to  resiit 
or  refuse  obedience  to  her  just  rigfati* 
This,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to  i^eik 
firom    authority,    was   the   general  pItt 
adopted  by  administration,  first  to  tns, 
and  then  send  out  commissioners  $  tnd  Ii6 
said,  that  he  had  heard  that  a  very  greit 
military  officer,  high  in  the  esteem  of  bii 
sovereign  and  the  nation,  and  who  vai 
perfectly  well  acquainted  vrith  Amerio, 
was  the  person  intended  to  be  sent  out  « 
first  commissioner.    In  the  course  of  tbe 
detail,  his  lordship  observed,  that  of  tbe 
last  five  regiments  which  lefl  Ireland,  tvs 
of  them  had  been  driven  by  stress  of  wet* 
ther  into  Milford  Haven,  but  as  soon  si 
the  transports  were  refitted,  they  wooM 
proceed  with  those  troops  to  the  place  ef  • 
their  destination*    The  noble  lord  cos- 
eluded  by  moving  his-  Resolutions. 

Colonel  BarrS  made  some  remarks  oa 
the  noble  lord's  estimate,  and  paiticuisriy 
on  some  of  his  reasonings  and  dedoctiooa 
He  observed,  that  his  lordship  stated  the 
establishment  of  the  English  battalions  st 
Gibraltar^  at  477  men ;  those  at  Minores, 
at  677 ;  the  Hanoverians  serving  at  boA 
places,  at  475  men  each ;  and  those  it 
America,  at  81 1  men :  why  not  at  (77  it 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  both  I  -  Why  not 


8rsi 


Oft  ihe  Army  Ertimates. 


A.  D.  1775. 


[874 


the  Banorertiiiis  at  the  same  numbef? 
And  wh^  not  those  in  Ameriea  at  850 
men,  which  was  the  usual  number  during 
tbe  late  war,  with  the  same  number  of  offi- 
cers ?    He  objected  against  the  additional 
oompauies  proposed  by  thenoble lord,  and 
iosuted  in  the  present  state  of  the  army, 
they  were  so  much  additional  expence, 
without  the  least  use.    He  said,  he  should 
not  range  the  wide  field  the  noble  lord  had 
travelled  over;  but  to  whatever  motives 
he  attributed  the  present  disturbances  in 
America,  he  was  satisfied,  that  the  great 
worce  was  the  ruinous  consequences  of 
patronage.     Several  great  interests  were 
to  be  gratified,  and  a  heavy  peace  esta- 
Unhment  was ,  formed  to  get  rid  of  the 
army  at  home ;  it  was  sent  to  America, 
where  it  was  not  wanted,  the  weight  of 
tmdntaining  it  was  soon  felt,   ana  that 
ihortly  gave  birth  to  the  absurd  idea  of 
making  America  pay  for  it.    This,  he  in- 
mted,  was  the  genuine    fountain    from 
irhich  the  disputes  originally  flowed,  and 
iroold  ever  continue  to  flow,  till  the  cause 
ras  removed.    He  observed,  that  the  ac- 
count was  fallacious,  as  the  estimate  now 
m  the  table  would  amount  to  full  two  mil- 
ioDS ;  one  third  of  which,  he  ventured  to 
contend,  might  be  saved,  if  the  battalions 
rere  made  complete ;  that  is,  if  in  propor- 
ion  there  were  a  fewer  number  of  officers, 
End  more  men.    He  next  turned  to  the 
tdnance  and  levy  money,  the  former  of. 
rhich,  he  said,  exceeded  some  of  the  years 
f  the  late  war,  in  which  our  arms  were 
riumphant  in  every  ouarter  of  the  globe. 
le  lamented  the  little  information  to  be 
btained  from  that  board ;  for  several  of 
lie  greatest  ministers  and  ablest  men  in 
lis  country,  to  bis  knowledge,  had  made 
le  attempt,  but  in  vain,  every  thing  in 
lat  department  being  in  darkness  and 
tMCurity.     The  expence  of  the  ordnance 
srvice  for  this  year  was  above  470,00(V. 
id  no  man  could  tell  to  what  the  account 
tight  be  swelled.    On  the  whole,  he  con- 
ndedy  that  the  estimates  were  much  short 
r  Che    real  expence,  and  insisted  that 
9tbing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity,  and 
te  fullest  information  to  justify  that  neces- 
ty,  could  warrant  the  representatives  of 
le  people  to  load  themselves  and  their 
HActituents  with  such  heavy  burthens. 
Mr.  Pow/s  said  he  had  nitherto  voted 
ith  the  minister  on  American  affairs  in  ge- 
sral,  particularly  for  the  militia  and  aug- 
entation  of  the  navy ;  but  that  when  he 
id  so,  he  understood;  that  before  all  the 
qpplies  were  votedi  the  minister  would 


lay  before  the  House  his  plan.    If  he  had 
not  thought  so  he  woula  not  have  given 
his  support  to  measures  df  which  he  waa 
not  to  be  acquainted.     But,  now,  noC 
seeing  in  the  noble  lord  any  disposition  to 
give  the  information  he  desirea,  he  sup- 
posed it  was  meant  to  vote  the  estimated 
nrst  and  hear  the  reasons  afterwards,  that 
is,  that  the  House  should  begin  with  a  di- 
vision and  end  with  a  debate.    He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave 
the  chair.     This  motion  was  seconded  by 
Sir  Robert  Sfnj/fhf  not  as  a  motion  hos- 
tile to  administration,  nor  in  any  waya 
tending  to  retard  those  military  prepara- 
tions which  he  deemed  so  necessary  to  be 
made  at  this  crisis ;  but  as  a  motion  pro- 
per to  produce  that  pause  to  our  proceed- 
mffs  until  due  information  shall  be  brought 
before  us.    When  he  mentions  informa- 
tion he  did  not  mean  a  few  scraps  of  muti- 
lated papers,  but  that  verbal  official  infor- 
mation which  he  thought  it  the  minister^a 
duty  to  impart  to  parliament.     Perhaps 
the  noble  lord  would  say,  that  this  was  one 
of  those  arcana  of  state  which  properly 
belonged  to  the  cabinet,  and  which    it 
would  be  imprudent  to  impart  to  a  nume- 
rous popular  assembly :  ne  allowed  the 
objection  to  have  some  weight  if  the  dis- 
pute la^  between  sovereign  powers  of  equal 
authority,  where  the  complicated  interests 
of  other  states  might  be  in  some  measure 
involved,  but  where  the  question  lay  be- 
tween fellow  subjects  equally  interested  ia 
terminating  it,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity 
of  so  much  mystery  and  secrecy :  it  might 
be  highly  improper  in  him  to  ask,  as  well 
as  impolitic  m  them  to-  discover,  the  de- 
tail of  their  plan,  but  he  only  wanted  to 
know  whether  they  had  any  plan  at  all. 
With  respect  to  commissioners  intended  to 
be  sent  to  America,  he  thought,  that  not 
only  the  persons,  but  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  cbmmission,  should  be  made 
known,  that  parliament  might  judge  whe- 
ther they  were  men  proper  to  be  intrusted 
with  so  important  a  negociation,  and  whe- 
ther the  terms  they  carried  out  were  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain 
to  ofier,  and  the  interest  of  the  Americans 
to  receive :  he  had  heard  certain  govemora 
mentioned,  but  could  not  help  thinking 
them  very  improper  men ;  he  did  not  mean 
to  cast  any  reflections  upon  a  governor,  a 
very  worthy  member  of  this  House,  who, 
from  his  thorough  knowledge  of  Ameri- 
can affiiirs,  was  very  well  qualified  for  sudi 
an  important  trust ;  but  governors,  as  such^ 
were  obnoxious  men  to  the  Americans; 
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he  did  aot  mcaii  in  oi  eU«u>ife 
arinog  from  their  attacfamept  and  paitia- 
Iky  fo  a  popular  goremnient;  butydiat 
for  many  jearapest^  there  had  been  coati- 
ftoal  stru^^  between  the  goverDoa  and 
the  asiemblia,  which  had  been  baitOy 
caDec^  and  a«  abruptly  dissolTed ;  and  the 
people  ever  considered  goveniors>  from  the 
nature  of  their  appomtmeoty  nore  intereirted 
in  aMertiag  theprerogatiTes  of  the  crown, 
fl>mi  in  wi^nfaiiniiig  |||0  Ubtfties  of  fbft 

people;  besklesy  they  were  fully  persu- 
aded, that  most  of  their  misibrtuBes  have 
arisen  from  the  misrepresentations  of  go- 
▼ernors  on  this  side  the  water. 

hord  North  did  not  give  a  direct  an* 
awer,  though  he  admitted  the  proprie^  of 
the  gentleman's  reasonings  who  spoke  W. 
He  said  a  commission  would  be  sent  ac» 
cording  to  the  intimation  given  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  from  the  throne ; 
that  tlie  gentleman  need  not  be  uneasy 
that  any  treaty  of  concession  would  be 
agreed  to  without  the  approbation  of  par- 
liament; but  it  w6uld  be  necessary  to 
know  upon  what  ground  the  Amencaas 
would  treat  before  uie  powers  suffideot  to 
ratify  what  the  commissioners  might  think 
expedient  were  derived  from  parliament. 
IVben  the  terms  that  America  was  wilHog 
to  submit  to  were  in  a  state  proper  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  th^  proper  time  to  take  the  sense 
of  oarliament  on  previous  communications, 
ana  leave  it  to  judge  of  the  alternative, 
whether  the  offers  of  America  could  be 
accented  with  honour,  or  whether  Britain 
Ought  to  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  obedi- 
ence, however  hazardous  the  undertaking. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  said,  the  noble 
mover  had  given  him  a  strong  lesson 
a^inst  great  establishments,  when  he 
said,  that  the  keeping  up  89,000  men  in 
peace  had  crippled  us.  But  there  was  a 
great  difference  between  the  present  divi  • 
sion  of  the  empire  and  a  war  with  its  natu- 
ral enemies ;  those  enemies  are  quiet,  but 
ready  to  attack  us  on  a  sudden  when- 
ever they  see  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  nUliam  Innes.  Sir,  the  present 
state  of  our  American  afbirs  flows  from 
natural  causes.  The  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
ple depends  on  a  form  of  government  suited 
to  their  situations  and  circumstances; 
that  which  was  calculated  for  the  infant 
state  of  our  colonies,  is  evidently  defective 
now  that  thev  are  grown  great  and  populous. 
In  every  civiujBed  nation,  whether  monarchy 
or  republic)  you  will  not  find  the  subjects 
governed  merely  by  the  love  and  afibctipn 


wbaA  tbejbear  to  tlieirxidenL   Avsi 
icgulated  goverament  aHuntains  its  aadis- 
ritj  bjr  a  proper  foioe^  to  lestnin  sndssr* 
rect  the  bad  huoMHiB  of  disnwigntsd  ii- 
dividuals.    Is  it  powihle  in  llie  nstnt  «f 
flipyig^j  ^Kaf  ttooogst  a  numerooB  lacs  sf 
peqple^  all  of  them  can  be  sober  aadfcsa* 
Uer    In  every laige  aode^,  there iia 
restless  and  turbnlent  set  of  bdoi,  fmd  of 
power,  and  envioos  of  those  in  nak  aei 
station  above  them.    Have  youhitlisits 
kept  a  force  sofiicient  to  ■aiatain  thcsa* 
thority  of  this  oountiy,  over  even  a  fiev 
individuals  in  North  America?    Kg^  Si^ 
j€Kk  have  not.    You  laid  on  the  Sisaf 
Act,  without  power  to  enforce  it:  yet 
were  so  weak  as  to  repeal  it,  withoutgiTi|| 
time  to  try  what  effiect  it  might  hm  ii 
the  ordinary  course  of  things ;  oviag  is 
your  own  unsteady  and  fisraonspansiM 
at  homew 

What  has  been  the  real  cause  of  dik 
content  in  America  ?  It  has  arisen  due% 
from  a  thirst  after  independency,  and  frag 
the  great  eocouragement  whidi  the  obIs» 
nists  found  on  this  side  the  water.  A  m 
ditious  spirit  soon  spreada  its 
and,  in  the  present  case,  has  grown  to 
enormous  height.'  Is  this  to  be  wi 
at,  when  you  consider,  that  both 
and  in  America,  there  are  to  be  fouodi 
of  abandoned  principles,  ready  to 
in  any  outrage  ?  The  more  sensible,  vh 
are  disposed  to  peace,  will  not  interfiatr 
proper  time,  thinking  it  the  busincM 
government,  under  whose  protection 
live,  to  defend  them  from  insult.  Yoa 
tdd,  with  confidence,  that  the  N( 
Americans  are  all  of  them  united.  Iti 
not  true.  I  have  letters,  on  the  v< 
of  which  I  can  depend,  informing  me 
the  contrary.  Ask  the  gentlemea ' 
come  from  North  America,  they  will 
you  they  have  been  forced  away. ' 
thev  would  not  join  in  the  geneial 
and  disturbance. 

On  the  great  question  of  the 
rights  of  mankind,  and  the  riaht  of 
tion,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  rew  oh 
tions.  When  the  first  settlers  went 
they  were  content  to  go  under  oertsis  W 
strictions  and  regulations.  W^bst  Ml; 
those  regulations  ?  Were  not  the  coloaiii|l 
confined  within  certain  bounds,  and  9^ 
jected  to  certain  terms  by  charter  giaettt' 
Were  they  not  then  satisfied  and  hiM  1^' 
accept  the  terms  granted  them,  and  isii 
under  the  protection  of  the  m<^her«OMN^ 
try  ?  Did  the  first  aettle»  in  the  ct^aum 
to  whom  the  charters  were  gcante4iP^ 
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tuflie  to  nj  td  Ae  ■Mther-comtryi  we 
rii)  abide  by  your  Imn  abcI  fegiilatimis  8i» 
Mig  as  we  shall  tluiik  ill,  but  do  longer  ? 
thve  not  the  coloniats  all  along  eojdyed 
miy  eocoangenent  and  aupport  wmeh 
Ik  fint  settlera  eould  peaaibly  have  expect- 
d?  Wai  itaot  then^iindentood,  that  llie|f 
Mi»  to  be  aebject  to  the  lawa  of  tbta 
WBtry  ?  Will  ai>y  man  aay,  that  ekher 
be  origioa),  w  any  oi  tbe  late  emigfaDta,, 
•ar  went  oat  with  any  other  ifie#8  than 
liiiie  of  intevest  ?  Did  the  original  aeltlera 
Mune  to  talk  aiboot  repraaeatativee  in- 
arliament,  and  of  a  reftiaal  to  be  taxed 
iMiout  their  own  eoneent  I  Is  it  becaoae 
»  coleniea  hare  arrived  fo  a  fiouviahing 
MiditioB,  under-  the  wine  of  the  parent 
Itte,  that  they  ba^e  a  right  to  rebel  ?  It 
nbeen  aaaerted,  that  theeoloohta  are 
k  oftpring  of  EngliahiBen,  and  aa  aacb 
Midad  to  the  privSbgea  of  Brieona.  Sir, 
am  bold  to  deny  it,  for  it  ie  well  known 
Ml  ibey  not  only  eonaiat  o#  Eligliah, 
bia,  and  Iriah,  but  also  of  French, 
Itotofa,  Genaana  innumerable,  Indiana, 
ilicaoa,  and  a  multitude  of  felona  irom 
lb  ooantry.  la  it  poaaible  to  tall  wUcli 
^  tile  flMOt  turbulent  anongal  aueb  a 
iatare  ef  peo^  ?  To  which  of  them  la 
ifhod  to  give  up  her  orkrinal  right  over 
keitale  belowingto  heraelf  ? 
Tie  gfaad  claim  of  the  Amerieaoa  ia 
^ ;  but  it  appeara  to  no  abaurd  to 
y»  that  a  people  who  import  ^vea,  and' 
^  despotic  over  tbeos,  nry«  many  ef 
bom  draw  tbehr  aoatenanoe  from  the  very 
Mom  of  alavery,  have  a  right  to  the  free- 
1m  which  the  inhabitanta  of  thia  coontry 
joy.  The  North  American  apirit  and 
ietiee  ia  thia  reapect,  have  aurely  no* 
iag  in  them  aimiiar  to  what  prevaila  in 
beat  Britain*  Would  it  not  then*  be  a 
Ntaige  piece  of  policy,  if  not  a  aubveraion 
tflM  order  in  the  moCher-couatfy,  to 
Nutleaiuice  tbia  dangeroua  aptrit^  which 
ndently  airoa  at  independency,  and  might 
Mity  degenerate  into  tyramiy,  over 
it*  preaent  conatitutional  auperiora? 
Hiat  claim  can  theae  pevaona  have  to  an 
iWonao  ef  liberty,  who  do  not  grant  it  to 
leir  oeighboura  ?  or,  if  their  ckhn  were 
^  be  admitted)  in  what  manner  ia  auch 
kortv  to  be  diepenaed  ?  Partially,  or  im* 
Mttly  >  lb  the  grandchild  to  be  free, 
Id  the  grandlbther  to  remain  a  alave  ? '  I» 
le  brother  to  enjoy  liberty,  and  the  aiater 
^ba excluded  from  it?  If  our  forefhthera 
■ve  been  ao  negligent  aa  not  to  give  atabi* 
^  the  authority  of  lb  ia  country  over  her 
wuaai  it  ia  high  tiaaetiiat  we  abould  do  it. 
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Sir,  the  method  hitherto  pureed  to  qu^ 
the  rebelKon  in  North  America  baa.  provecl 
ineiectual,  becauae  it  waa  miM  and  gentle. 
We  are  not  however  to  deapair ;  morevi- 
geroua  and  better  planned  meaaures  will 
have  a  different  eflect  Your  troopa  re** 
eeived  a  aevere  check  on  the  19di  of 
April ;  what  elae  could  be  expected  ?  TM 
provinciala  were  provoked  at  being  repre- 
aentedaa  eowarda;  thev  Were  determmed 
to  convince  yott  of  the  contrary;  diey 
fought,  Indeed,  but  how  did  theyfisht? 
They  attacked  your  troopa  from  windowa 
of  booeea  and  fVom  behina  walh,  at  a  time 
the  aoldiera  were  fotigued  with  a  long 
march ;  neither  baa  the  lamentable  aflkor 
of  BonkerV  Hill,  on  the  ITlh  of  June,  any 
thing  aurprialngin  it :  the  provinciala  were 
atreng^ly  entrenched  on  an  emiaeface,  m 
aituation  which  inapired  courage,  In  coo* 
ftdence  ef  aalbty  \  yet  our  troopa  fought 
and  conquered  under  the  greatest  diaad- 
vantaffes.  Beaton  la  a  place  badly  aituated 
for  &fonce,  aurrounded  by  nffla,  and 
liaMe  to  be  attaeked  In  vartoua  waya ;  it  ia 
therefore  entirely  improper  to  kee(>  an 
army  at  a  place  ao  circumatanced,  and  for 
tbia  reaaon  your  troopa  ought  to  be  re- 
moved from  tbenee*  The  people  of  Maa- 
aaohuaetfa  Bay  appear  to  be  obatinate  iand 
eotboaiaatic  to  tite  laat  degree;  they 
ought  lAievefore  to  be  treated'  Ime  n&admea 
whom  it  were  folly  to  contend  with ;  I 
would  en  ^18  conaideration  adriae  to  ahuC 
them  up  .Willi  IKgatea  and  aloopa  ef  war^ 
and  leaiw  Uiem.  You  are  loaing,  to  all 
appearance,  a  complete  year  by  your  armw 
bemg  kept  at  Boiaton  :  the  enetniea  of  aa« 
aiintotration  exult,  and  reproach  you  with 
the  ignominious  aituation  of  Bntiah  aoU 
diera,  cooped  up  in  a  atate  of  inaction^ 
But  let  not  diia  discourage  ua ;  if  It  were 
not  for  the  reel  loaa  of  ao  many  brave  men 
who  have  unhappily  follen,  every  other 
condderadon  la  immaterial;  you  are  not 
however,  without  aome  advantage ;  timc^ 
which  brings  all  things  to  an  issue,  seemf 
to  be  working  favourably  for  you» 

I  presume,  with  all  deference,  to  offer 
my  poor  opinion;  it  ia,  that  the  armj 
should  be  sent  to  one  orthe  aouthem  co- 
lonies, to  make  one  strong  post.  If  there 
is  to  be  more  6gfating,  let  the  provinciala 
make  the  attack,  if  they  please.  I  take  it 
for  granted  you  are  to  have  an  array  of  20 
or  25,000  men  in  North  America  next 
spring ;  although  I  mean  they  should  be 
entrenched  and  act  on  the  defensive,  yet- 
they  may  act  offenaively  as  opportunity 
oftrs.    Your  army  posted  in  a  secure  A* 
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no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  a  daute, 

giving  them  power  to  resign  if  they  dis- 
ked the  service.  His  lordship  treated 
what  had  (alien  from  Mr.  Fox,  respecting 
the  dangerous  use  that  might  be  made»  at 
any  future  period,  of  the  power  sranted 
by  this  Act,  as  a  chimera,  never  &ely  to 
be  realized ;  observing  upon  the  hazard  a 
minister  would  run  in  making  a  riot  in  the 
Indies,  or  a  disturbance  in  any  distant 
quarter  of  the  King's  dominions,  a  pre- 
text for  calling  out  we  militia  of  England ; 
and  adding,  that  if  any  minister  should  be 
so  hardy,  he  sincerely  hoped  he  would  be 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  With  regard  to  the  Oxford  ad- 
dress, his  lordship  declared,  that  it  came 
to  him  as  a  part  of  the  university,  as  one 
of  the  firm  of  it ;  in  fiict,  it  was  sent  as  a 
compliment  to  their  chancellor;  that  he 
did  not  alter  the  language ;  that  he  both 
then  and  now  thought  it  contained  such 
sentiments  as  were  proper  to  come  from 
the  university ;  that  it  did  not  encourage 
the  plunging  this  country  into  a  civil  war ; 
that  it  only  estpressed  a  disgust  at  rebel- 
lion, and  teemed  with  professions  of  loyalty 
which  were  an  honour  to  those  from  whom 
k  came;  and  that  therefore  he  did  not 
prevent  it  from  being  presented :  but  he 
solemnly  protested  that  he  saw  no  other 
address  in  its  way  to'  the  Uirone,  and  he 
defied  gentlemen,  after  the  most  exact 
enouiry,  to  prove  that  administration  in* 
tertered  in  procuring  any. 

The  question  being  put.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time ;  me  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

Ybas  |MnCharles?own8hend J  ^^ 

Noes  i^^^  Oeorge  Yonge  -     1     -^ 
^°"®  tCaptain  Johnstone  -     J   ^ 

So  it  was  resdved  in  the  affirmative. 

November  15.  The  House  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  said  Bill;  in  which  it 
was  moved,  to  amend  the  preamble  with 
tliese  words,  *^  that  the  said  power  should 
not  extend  beyond  the  continuance  of  the 
present  rebellion.'' 

Mr.  SawMdge  contended,  that  this  Bill 
would  throw  an  additional  weight  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  already  become  too 
powerful,  which  might  and  probably  would 
De  productive  of  very  dangerous  conse- 
quences. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  if  the  friends 
of  administration  opposed  th^  amendment. 


it  would  convince  him  that  his  suspicioiiB 
were  well-founded,  which  were,  that  tk 
present  Bill  was  no  more  than  a  mere  co- 
lourable pretext  for  arming  the  crown  with 
I>ower  hitherto  unknown  to  the  oootfita- 
tion^ 

Sir  George  SavUe  said  the  very  pont 
meant  to  be  covertly  carried  by  this  BiU, 
was  what  no  king  of  England,  even  die 
most  despotic,  was  ever  able  to  gain;  thit 
on  this  was  grounded  the  leading  contest 
between  Ckurles  1  and  his  pariismoit, 
long  before  that  assembly  was  cliargd 
with  any  views  of  faction,  or  of  overtbroir- 
ing  the  constitution.  Hitherto,  he  said, 
no  man  in  this  country  coidd  be  anied 
without  the  consent  of  parliament ;  the 
army  were  armed  by  pariiament ;  so  were 
the  militia :  but  if  this  Bill  shouU  ^tm, 
the  military  might  be  armed  by  the  kio^ 
without  the  consent  of  parliament.  Bflauy 
things  might  be  ursed  on  the  ground  thik 
the  militia  were  the  great  constitutional 
force  of  the  kingdom;  that  nothing  d 
course  can  be  feared  from  them,  for  tliey 
will  act  in  a  double  capacity,  of  defeoden 
of  their  country  and  its  constitution.  The 
a^ument  was  plausible,  and  therefore  the 
better  calculated  to  deceive ;  but  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  draw  a  very  diftrent  concb- 
sion.  There  were  always  two  parties  m 
this  country ;  no  matter  as  to  their  prb- 
ciples :  the  prince  would  have  it  is  hii 
power,  by  this  Bill,  to  put  the  militia  under 
the  command  of  which  of  those  he  thoo^ 
fit,  and  to  call  them  out  into  actual  tenki 
when  he  pleased ;  for  as  to  the  condilioa 
of  a  rebeluon  being  within  the  dominiooi 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  he  lodced 
upon  that  as  nothing ;  as  means  might  be 
easily  devised  to  furnish  a  pretence  sui- 
cient  to  justify  the  embody mg  the.milkhk 
What,  then,  may  be  the  consequence^  hoi 
that  an  ambitious  or  weak  prince,  sup- 
ported or  urged  by  a  revengeful  perse* 
cuting  faction,  may  create  a  civil  war  ia 
some  distant  part  of  the  empire,  in  order 
at  length  to  give  them  an  opportunitv  of 
exterminating  or  triumphing  over  their 
adversaries  at  home,  and  destroying  the 
liberties  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Herbert  said,  the  Llierties  of  oo 
free  country  could  be  preserved,  oo  the 
supposition  that  the  people  were  in  a  ststo 
like  that  described  by  the  hon.  gentlemm ; 
that  the  parliament  must  pay  the  aSi^ 
consequently  the  ministry  would  be  ^ 
tious  to  assemble  them  without  a  jo^ 
cause ;  and  while  the  present  coostitutioa 
continued,  it  would  b!e  abaord  to  f^ 
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it,  in  whom  we  must  con* 
tuue  to  repoce  a  confidence. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  entered  into  several 

legal  definitioos  of  treason  and  rebellion. 

He  adverted  to  a  law  passed  in  the  reign 

of  Edward  1,  in  ord^  to  shew  the  true 

Mcieot  ground  on  which  the  militia  of 

this  kingaoDi  rested,  and  so  traced  the 

iobject  down  to  the  present  times.    He 

iomted  that  if  the  friends  of  the  Bill  meant 

what  they  aaserted,  they  would  be  amply 

ooDtent  to  have  a  temporary  one.    When 

tbej  said  the  Bill  meant  no  more  than  it 

expressed,  why  did  they  not  define  and 

tpiafj  the  sort  of  rebellion^  the  extent  of 

it,  and  ita  locality  >   No ;  any  thing  the 

goferoing  powers  thou^t  proper  to  call 

f^)eIlioo9  would  soon  be  deemed  so.    He 

lutaooed  the  various  cases,  or  acts  of  vio- 

lenoey  which  In  law  are  deemed  levjring 

war,  such  as  levelling  Inclosures,  pulling 

down  meeting-houses,  bawdy-houses,  drc 

He  mentioned  particuUurly  the  cases  of 

the  Oxford-rioters,  and  the  pulling  down 

bswdy.houses  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2, 

iBd  Buigess's  meeting*house,  in  the  reign 

•Jl"^*^  Anne,  when  some  persons  were 

^  and   condemned  for  nigh-treason, 

w  being  concerned  in  that  riot.*    He 

menred  finally,  that  the  British  empire 

attended  to  the  four  Quarters  of  the  elobe ; 

oat  if  any  Olegal  or  notous  act,  of  the  na- 

Qve  now  alluded  to,  should  happen,  no 

tt^  whether  at  Patna,  Sen^ambia,  or 

won,  the  minister  might  construe  it 

ito  rebellion,  and  call  out  the  militia.        ^ 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  contended,  that  the 

uoister  could  not  call  out   the  militia, 

Itthoat  assigning  his  reasons  for  so  doing, 

M  submitting  them  to  parliament  for 

ttir  approbation,  whenever  they  met,  if 

M  sittmg  at  the  time. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  did  not  much  ap- 

rove  of  the  Bill,  but  would  give  his  as- 

nt  to  its  passing,  because  if  it  should  not 

iss,  Germans  would  certainly  be  brought 

'er ;  yet  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  pro- 

dyiiniited.     He  never  knew  or  read  of 

itanding  army  which  did  not  originate  in 

nilitia.    Several  free  ffovemments  had 

en  overturned  by  a  mihtia;  particularly 

linear  home.     It  was  well  Known  that 

Miis  11  of  France  overturned,  and  com- 

Hely  destroyed  the  hberties  of  his  coun- 

r  hy  a  militia. 

Mr.Z)M}MtorwasfortheBill.  Heobserv- 

that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  said 

■  ^  _■  _  ■  — 

I  Sec  Howell's  Stale  Triak,  vol.  6,  p.  879, 
ivoLl^,p,531. 


that  all  the  free  governments  of  Europe  had 
been  destroyed  by  a  militia,  was  mistaken^ 
for  history  would  furnish  many  more  in* 
stances  in  which  they  had  been  overthrown 
by  standing  armies;  and  hoped  that  a 
militia  would  be  established  in  the  north 
part,  as  well  as  the  south  part  of  the  island, 
for  the  defence  of  the  nation  in  general. 

The  Amendment  was  rejected,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  140  to  55. 

November  22.  The  Bill  beihg  read  sr 
thiid  time,  sir  G.  Savile  offered  a  rider,  to 
limit  its  duration  to  seven  years;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fox  attacked  the  BiO,  the  framers, 
the  advisers,  and  in  short,  every  single  ob* 
ject  which  it  held  out,  particularly  as  it 
would  be  the  means  of  increasing  and  ex- 
tending the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  In 
the  course  ot  his  speech  he  mentioned  the 
address  from  the  nrst  battalion  of  the  De- 
vonshire militia.  He  supposed,  they  want  • 
ed  to  alienate  the  king  from  the  people,  to 
imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  or  their 
fellow-subjects:  such  men,  he  thought, 
ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  arms.  The 
Attorney  General  might  be  ordered  to 
prosecute  the  persons  complained  of  in 
the  address,  and  if  wanted,  they  might 
come  in  to  assist  the  law ;  that  was  their 
station. 

Mr.  Acland,  who  presented  the  address, 
said,  he  thought  the  hon.  gentleman  point- 
ed at  him.  He  was  no  adventurer  or 
place-hunter  *  he  was  a  gentleman  of  inde- 
pendent fortune,  who  voted  purely  in  con- 
formity with  his  sentiments,  without  any 
sinister  views  whatever.  Men  of  pro- 
perty who  had  much  at  stake,  who  could 
nave  no  interest  but  the  public  interest, 
were  surely  tlie  fittest  persons^to  be  trusted 
with  arms,  not  those  of  reduced  fortunes, 
&c     [Interrupted  by  Mr.  Burke.] 

Mr.  Fox  replied,  that  he  had  a  qualifica- 
tion which  was  sufficient,  and  that  it  waa 
the  first  time  he  ever  heard  any  man  take 
liberties  in  that  House  on  account  of  his 
fortune,  whether  real  or  ideal ;  standing  as 
he  did,  he  supposed  he  had  as  good  a 
right  to  roeak  as  any  man  in  that  House, 
and  would  not  be  interrupted.  THere  the 
House  interposed,  and  the  altercation 
went  no  further.] 

Lord  North  said,  the  militia*  being  a 
constitutional  body,  might  with  great  pro- 
priety, as  a  military  body,  at  any  time, 
address  the  throne  upon  the  state  of  pub* 
lie  affiiirs,  to  express  their  loyal  dispo- 
sitions to  his  Majesty,  and  promise  any 
exertions  in  support  of  the  crown. 
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ber  of  this  House,  to  adduce  one  solid 
proof  of  this  charge.    He  says,  the  sera  of 
1763  is  the  time  they  wish  to  recur  to, 
because  such  a  concession  on  our  part 
would  be,  in  e&ct,  giving  up  their  de- 
pendence on  this  country.      I  deny  the 
conclusion  too.     I  would  ask  the  noble 
lord,  did  the  people  of  j  America  set  up 
this  claim  of  independence  previous  to 
1763  ?  No,  they  were  then  peacei^le  and 
dutiful  subjects :  they  are  still  dutiful  and 
obedient. — [Here  a  murmur  of  disappro- 
bation.]    I    repeat  my  words;  I   think 
them  so  inclined ;  I  am  certain  they  would 
be  so,  if  they  were  permitted.    The  acts 
they  have  committed  arise  from  no  want  of 
either ;  they  have  been  forced  into  them. 
Taxes  haVe  been  attempted  to  be  levied 
on  them;  their  charters  have  been  vio- 
lated,   nay  taken    away;  administration 
have  attempted  to  coerce  them  by  the 
most  cruel  and  oppressive  laws.     What 
will  men  not  attempt  in  such  a  situation  ? 
What  will  not  freemen  feel  under  such  a 
complication  of  misery  and  distress?  How 
does  any  man  in  this  House  think  men 
should    act,    when  overwhelmed  with  a 
train  of  calamities  ?    How  ought  freemen 
and  Englishmen  to  act  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  I  will  not  say  that  the  asser- 
tion may  be  strictly  legal,  but  I  am  sure 
it  is  founded  in  the  fundamental  principles 
of  this  constitution,  and  the  natural  rights 
of  inankind,  to  affirm  they  are  fully  justi- 
fied in  their  resbtance ;  and,  I  hope,  that 
that  principle  is  deeply  engraven  in  the 
heart  of  every  Englishman.    I  would  ask, 
is  there  one  of  you  that  would  tamely  or 
basely  submit  to  such  a  manifest  injus- 
tice ?  I  say  it  is  injustice  in  the  most  ag- 
gravated sense,  to  take  money  from  people 
against  their  consent,  nay  their  express 
disapprobation,  without  a  single  informa- 
tion relative  to  their  abilities  or  means  of 
payment.    The  noble  lord  says,  the  con- 
test is  not  now  about  taxation,  but  whe- 
ther the  people  of  America  are  to  form  a 
dependent  part  of  this  empire   or   not. 
But  1  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  dispute 
this  moment  existing,  is  about  taxation ; 
for  but  once  give  up  the  claim,  and  every 
single  step  you  have  taken  throughout  this 
business  has  been  no  less  mad  and  ridi- 
culous,   than    violent  and    unjusL     You 
sought  a  revenue,  to  which  you  had  not  a 
single  fair  pretension,  because  they  fully 
contributed  to  the  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic burdens,  by  acquiescing  in  the  mono- 
poly of  their  trade.    In  fine,  though  mea- 
sures' of  coercion  were  constitutioxudi  were 
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equitable^  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  they  ars 
totally  impracticable.  I  am  sure  thore  is 
not  a  gentleman  of  the  profession,  how- 
ever sanguine,  will  rise  and  tell  the  House, 
that  he  believes  the  force  to  be  voted  this 
day  by  any  means  proportioned  to  the  ex- 
tent w  the  necessary  operatioDS,  thoi^ 
the  regiments  were  cTOCtive  and  every 
way  Complete.  If  this  be,  Iben,  the  esse, 
it  is  plain  some  other  plan  is  in  contem- 
plation. Let,  then,  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon  rise  and  give  as  some  in- 
formation. I  do  not  dcMf  e  the  detail,  let 
us  have  the  general  outline,  to  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  probability  of  its  success.  It 
is  indecent  not  to  lay  before  the  House 
some  plan,  or  the  outlines  of  a  plan.  Ykhai 
does  the  noble  lord  mean  ?  How  does  he 
intend  to  act  ?  If  his  plan  is  conciliatuiii, 
let  us  see  it,  that  we  may  form  some  opi^ 
nion  upon  it ;  if  it  be  hostility  and  coei^ 
cion,  I  do  repeat,  that  we  have  no  caose 
for  a  minute's  consideration,  for  I  csa 
with  confidence  pronounce,  that  the  pre- 
sent military  armament  will  never  suc- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  contended,  that  several 
of  the  Acts  desired  by  the  Americans  ts 
be  repealed,  did  not  directly  relate  to  the 
present  contest    He  said,  he,  was  afraid 
that  all  attempts  to  conciliate  would  be 
fruitless.    A   noble  lord    (Chatham)  in 
the  other  House,  had  formed  a  plan  of 
conciliation;    another  originated  m  that 
House ;  but  what  was  the  reception  they 
met  with  ?    They  were  both  treated  wikk 
every  possible  mark  of  disrespect  and  con- 
tempt ;  nay,  so  determined  were  the  Coik- 
tinental    Congress  to  reject  any  pacific 
overture,  that  they  refused  so  much  as  to 
receive  the  latter  as  a  basis  for  treaty  or 
negociation.    He  said,  if  there  was  the 
least  prospect  of  success,  it  would  be  the 
accompanying  our  terms  of  conciiiatioQ 
with  a  consiSerable  force.     There  were 
several  terms  to  be  made  before  concilia- 
tion could  be  obtained.     He  cooki  men- 
tion many,  but  at  present  would  only  nieB<- 
tion  one ;  that  security  should  be  given  to 
all  those  who  had  adhered  to  (he  govern- 
ment  of  this  country  over  Afnefica;  and 
had,  in  consequence,  been  driven  final 
America.    Terms  of  force  were  Um  mea- 
sures chalked  out  by  his  Majesty,  in  his 
Speech  from  tlie  throne ;  a  formidsble  sr« 
mament,  conditions,  of  conciliatioD,  sad 
gracious  offers  of  forgiveness  and  protec- 
tion.   On  this  foundation  the  present  vote 
was    proposed:    if,  therefore,  premstare 
explanations  were  desired;  if  the  geotle* 
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men,  wbo  pledged  themseWes  to  support 
those  roeasuieSy  had  altered  their  minds 
in  one  event,  or  had  withdrawn  their  con* 
fidence  firom  the  King's  servants,  he  saw 
BO  poasible  way  to  remedy  matters  b.ut  by 
a  change  of  administration;    observing, 
that  at  this  very  time,  after  going  such 
leogths,  how  cowardly  it  would  be  to  dc- 
diae  the  contest  almost  at  the  very  outset. 
Lord  John    Cavendish    said  this  .was 
treating  parliament  with  every  possible  de- 
gree of  disrespect.    Measures  are  con- 
certed in  the  cabinet ;  the  King  is  made 
hj  hia  ministers  to  express  his  general  in- 
teotiooa ;  the  House  of  Commons  is  de- 
ared  to  support  those  measures  by  voting 
ao  enormous  war  establishment ;  and  when 
qoeitions  are  asked  and  explanations  de- 
■red,  even  by  the  friends  of  administra- 
tioD;  the  gentlemen  who  call  for  a  plan  are 
very  laconically  referred  to  the  King's 
^wech.    The  speech  holds  out  generals, 
nd  refers  you  to  particulars ;  when  these 
particulars  are  called  for,  the  speech  is 
quoted,  as  the  true  standard  of  informa- 
tion.   He  trusted  that  Englishmen  would 
nerer  submit  to  slavery,  much  less  to  the 
tfranny  of  their  own  coup  try  men  :  and  it 
vas  the  peculiar  business  of  all  those  in 
Ui  coantnr.  who  valued  their  own  Itber- 
m,  to  de^nd  those  of^  their  brethren  in 
iAierica ;  for  they  might  depend,  that  the 
ime  system  of  government  that  was  at- 
enpted  there,  would  at  length  make  its 
riv  hither,  and  the  liberties  of  America 
00  Great  Britain  be  buried  in  one  grave, 
ill  lordship  observed,  that  we  armed  at . 
be  time  of  the  affair  of  Falkland's  Island, 
nd  put  the  nation  to  an  enormous  expence 
oao  purpose,  a  peace  having  been  secretly 
onduded. 

I<ord  Frederick  Campbell  said,  peace  was 
oC  concluded ;  but  that  vigorous  and  sea- 
Aable  armaments  produced  peace,  as  he 
oped  that  we  were  proceeding  to  vote, 
ould  do  on  the  present  occasion. 
Lord  John  Cavendish  insisted  he  was 
ght,  though  the  fact  might  have  been 
ttmingly  as  the  noble  lord  stated  it ;  for 
le  point  in  issue  was,  the  disavowal  of 
le  court  of  Spain,  which  preceded  the 
creased  naval  and  military  estimates; 
id  the  only  matter  which  remained  to  be 
Ijusted  at  the  time  the  House  voted  the 
oney,  was  barely  the  punctilio,  who 
lould  disarm  first.  The  House  was  there- 
re  deceived.  He  remembered  a  prodi- 
Otts  naval  establishment  was  voted  in 
e  year  alluded  to ;  we  suddenly  disarmed, 
dyet  the  demands  on  parliament;  the 
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succeeding  aetsion,  and  ever  since,  wers 
as  high  as  if  no  such  armament,  accompa* 
nied  by  the  circumstances  now  mentioiiedy 
had  been  ever  voted. 

Mr.  Dempster  complimented  general 
Conway,  botn  in  his  civil  and  military  ca- 
pacity. He  replied  to  an  observation  of 
Mr.  Jenkinson  relative  to  the  general's 
contending,  that  the  Americans  were  jus« 
tifiable  in  resbting  the  execution  of  an  act 
he  had  himself,  in  his  ministerial  charac- 
ter, brought  into  that  House.  He  con- 
tended, there  was  no  manner  of  inconsis- 
tency in  the  general's  conduct ;  for  when 
the  fiill  asserted,  that  Great  Britain  was 
sovereign,  and  had  right  to  make  laws  for 
the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  the 
true  construction  of  that  law,  the  inten- 
tion of  those  who  framed  and  supported  it 
was,  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
had  a  right  to  bind  'the  colonies  constitu- 
tionally, not  arbitrarily ;  they  had  a  right 
to  secure  their  dependency  on  the  mo- 
ther-country, not  to  tax  them  unrepre-- 
sented,  nor  condemn  them  unheard ;  they 
had  a  right  to  rule  them  like  Englishmen, 
not  to  oppress  them  like  slaves. 

Governor  Johnstone  was  not  surprised 
administration  were  unwilling  to  give  in- 
formation ;  for  he  believed  they  had  none.* 
A  remarkable  proof  of  it,  he  said,  was, 
that  Mr.  Penn  had  not,  since  his  arrival 
from  tlie  very  city  wher^  the  congress  had 
twice  assembled  and  deliberated,  been 
asked  a  single  question;  not  bven  when 
he  presented  the  Petition  from  the  Ame- 
rican Consress  to  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  for  that  department. 

Governor  PotonaU  (who  had  been  up 
several  times  before,  but  the  chairman 
pointed  to  others)  began  with  observing 
tliat  still  persevering,  he  arose  to  speak 
under  eve^  disadvantage  and  ill  impres- 
sion that  a  man  could  offier  himself.  He 
appeared,  he  said,  like  one  determined  to 
force  his  impertinences  on  the  House,  and 
to  obtrude  opinions  which  the  committee 
were  unwilling  to  hear,  yet,  that  was  not 
his  turn  of  character;  he  very  seldom 
troubled  them,  but  at  present,  besides  the 
desire  he  had  to  speak  his  mind,  he  had 
particular  reasons  respecting  himself  and 
nis  conduct  in  this  business,  wliich  he 
wished  to  give,  in  explanation  of  what 
roicht  be  otherwise  much  misuriderstood 
and  much  misrepresented.  He  said,  he 
had  been  invariably  an  advocate  for  peace ; 
was  so  at  this  hour,  and  ever  should  be  ; 
and  yet,  circumstanced  as  affairs  now  were 
between  this  country  and  Americaj  he 
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Aonld  ghre  hit  Tote  against  oar  laying 
down  onr  arms,  and  for  the  coatiouanoe 
and  strengthening  of  our  force.  If  ever, 
said  he»  I  had  misrepresented  the  state  of 
fiu^ ;  if  ewei  I  had  used  the  informations 
of  whi(^  I  was  possessed,  eidier  to  trum* 

rit  up  a  fidse  alarm,  or  to  give  false  hopes ; 
ever  I  gave  or  supported  an  opinion  to 
lenre  any  party  whaterer ;  if  e?er  in  any 
instance  I  treated  these  matters  as  party 
matters,  I  should  be  ashamed  to  rise  in  this 
House,  I  ehould  not  dare  to  open  my 
mouth  on  the  subject  nofr,  in  this  horrid 
period  of  events.  Nov  that  I  am  going 
to  speak  to  facts,  and  give  my  opinion  on 
those  facts,  if  there  is  any  person,  whocan 
§L%  upon  anv  one  article  in  which  I  ever 
misinformed  the  House,  either  as  to  a 
■ingle  fact,  or  as  to  ^  cHfeets  of  things,  I 
beg  he  may  not  only  disbelieve  me  now, 
but  mark  the  fact.  He  said,  that  in  the 
yretched  commencement  of  this  sad  busi* 
ness,  in  1769,  he  had  given  his  opinion 
against  measures  of  force,  and  by  statbg 
the  evil  and  destructive  consequences  m 
audi  measures,  had  endeavoured  to  turn 
the  mind  of  our  leaders  from  measures  of 
force  to  modes  of  policy ;  he  had  never 
▼aried  from  that  line  either  in  his  conduct 
^or  opinion.  Was  it  now  in  the  power  of 
' '  die  House  to  have  a  choice,  and  was  it< 

-  now  the  question  whether  we  should  pur- 
sue this  civil  quarrel  under  modes  of  po- 
licy or  by  measures  of  force,  he  should 
now,  as  he  did  in  1769,  give  his  opinion 
and  his  vote  against  forces  But  that  was 
not  the  ground  on  which  we  stood ;  our 
debates  were  not  whether  or  no  we  should 
go  to  war ;  we  were  at  war.  The  Ame- 
ricans, (by  a  miserable  fatality  become  our 
enemies)  <<  had  closed  with  us  in  an  ap- 

■    peal  from  reason  to  arms,'*  *'  were  deter- 

-  nuned  to  use  the  power  which  their  Bene- 
'  licent  Creator  had  put  into  their  hands, 

and  to  persevere  with  the  utmost  energy 
in  the  cause  in  which  they  were  fatally  in- 
volved. That  they  had  great  internal  re- 
aources,  and  every  reasonable  and  well- 
grounded  avurance  of  foreign  aid.**  That 
while  they  thought  that  we  expected  of 
them  an  unconditional  submission,  their 
ultimatum,  held  out  to  us,  was  the  laying 
down  our  arms,  and  a  confession  and  re- 
linquishing of  our  errors  in  opinion  and 
conduct.  That  so  going  back  to  1763,  a 
period  in  which  these  errors  were  realized 
by  practice,  they  might  then  treat  with  us 
as  to  what  remained.  He  said  the  winter 
of  course  gave  a  natural  respite  to  military 
force.    He  wished  any  ground  might  be 


found  to  give  an  actual  susmbsIob  d 
arms ;  but  he  could  not  as  a  moo,  lid 
in  a  British  House  of  CommoM,  enterltti 
the  idea,  in  the  faoe  of  the  enemy  «fa 
arms,  of  our  laying  down  our  anw,  isd 
surrendering  at  dooretion.     He  wiiM 
for  peace;   he  thought  peace  nigklbs 
had  ;  but  as  the  Americans  were  m  d 
events  prepared  for  war,  they  set  us  tfas 
example ;  we  should  also  be  prepued,  ^ 
peace  could  not  be  had  this  winter.  Tbt 
Americans  meditated,  and  were  litis  ts 
establish,  and  would  establish,  as  sn  iade* 
pendent  state,  a  republic ;  '^  but  asoei- 
sity,'*  to  use  their  own  words,  *^  hsd  sil 
yet  driven  them  to  that  desperate  mesana 
They  still  wish  to  remain  united  to  tlisfli* 
tion  subordinate  to  the  mother*eoaM 
obedient  to  its  sovereignty.     Thsy  ai^ 
lamented,  as  the  last  and  wont  of  ulevii^ 
(slavery  only  excepted)  jhe  breach  liA 
us,  and  most  sincerely  and  ardently  vIiImI 
a  reconciliation.^    tie  said,  lie  wis  rf 
opinion,  that  peace  might  be  had  so  ok. 
and  honourable  terms.    He  ventured  naf 
peremptorily  to  affirm  it ;   he  ssid,  ¥«|i 
ii^7>  if  you  will,  have  peace  oo  tmii, 
which  will  save  the  honour  of  goveriiK 
ment;  which  will  establish  the  soTereigsff 
of  this  country,   a  conetitudoosl  im^ 
reignty;  and  restore  the  union  of  thesiv 
pire  in  all  its  commercial  felicity;  asi^ 
those  matters  settled,  you  may  have  s  m 
venue  by  compact.  But  this  peace  is  not 
be  obtamed  by  dishonourabie  coDcenir 
and  repeals ;  repeals  of  statutes  bsck 
the  year  1765  would  give  them  the 
vantage-ground,  while  concessiens 
cut  the  ground  from  under  your  o«ra  fi 
You  would  concede,  by  such 
ries,  data  from  whence  conclusions, « 
you  could  not  resist,  would  be  drsva 
the  giriog  much  nMNre  Ann  is  now 
And  yet  every  justice  might  be  dooe 
the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Anierir 
and  even  your  own  rights  and  sov    ' 
confirmed  and  estaUisbed  without 
direct  concessions  and  repeals.    By  s 
vision  and  reforming  of  your  whoie 
tern  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  estabhsboail 
of  your  colonies,  in  the  true  spirit  sf 
Act  of  Navigation  and  the  laws  af 
as  first  formed  in  lord  Clarendon's 
who  understood  the  afiUrs  of  the  esW^i 
better  than  ever  they  have  been  ante*! 
stood  since. 

This  being  his  full  jpersuasioo,  aa^  kff^' 
in^  assured  himself  from  his  Msjsi^^ 
Speech,  that  however  neoessary  it  J|*' 
been  thoughti  jand  really  waS|  to  pftp^ 
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or  war  It  all  ermtB  t  yet  his  Majeaty'a 
BHiiatcn  had  engaged  ttieiiiflelvea  to  soaae 
Jan  d*  pacificatioD.  This,  he  aaid»  he 
koogbt  was  a  matter  ab  milch  to  be 
riihed,  and  which  waa  truly  ao  much 
nihed,  that  at  far  as  in  him  lay*  he  should 
ire  bii  aid  and  aaaiatance  to  ft.  That  he 
vhed  as  anxiously  and  aa  ardently,  as  the 
entleman  who  called  upon  ministers  to 
roduce  their  plan,  to  see  it  come  for- 
ird ;  and  did  hope  they  would  produce 
'•  He  hoped  that  every  line  that  might 
•d  to  peace  wquld  be  tried  before  the 
peniog  of  the  next  campaign ;  but  yet 
wagbt,  that  by  a  reapectable  and  even 
Rmiable  arnaameBt,  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
ired  for  that  campaign,  if  necessity 
Uiged  us  to  open  it.  But  setting  his 
lat  firm  oo  tois  ground  of  peace,  he 
leught  that  those  whom  his  Majesty  ea- 
ttted  with  hia  powers  of  government 
mU  alone  make  it ;  that  therefore,  under 
le  saaie  idea  by  which  he  objected  to  the 
lesent  motion,  he  should  object  to  the 
logiDg  forward  any  other  propoaitions, 
f  say  person  whatsoever  wnich  was 
seat  to  anticipate,  or  to  frustrate  those 
aasiures  of  ~peace,  which  he  hoped  he 
jsaldaee  put  by  faisMajesty  into  the  hands 
'his  miotstera.  That  until  we  saw  how 
r  these  were  practicable  and^lumourable, 
r  otherwise,  he  ahould  be  against  any 
hsr  person's  taking  the  busineaa  out  of 
air  hands ;  that  as  we  heard  last  year 
a  conciliatory  propoMtion  explained  into 
I  aoetioD,  at  which  the  Americana  were 
^bid  op  ior  their  righta,  ao  now  he  fi>und 
I  were  to  have,  (by  a  competition  of 
apadtiona  to  be  brought  forward  by 
aie  gentkooen)  a  Dutch  auction;  at 
kieh  piirties  were  to  bid  downwarda  fur 
a  good  will  and  favour  of  the  Ame- 
tei ;  those  to  be  best  entitled  to  it  who 
laid  ofer  the  lowest  terms :  he  thought 
i^be  said,  ao  unfitting,  that' he  would 
It  the  previous  queatioo  upon  any  such 
apaaitiona»  even  upon  those  which  an 
It  gentleman  (Mr.  fiurke)  had  given 
iiee  he  would  propose  and  move. 
He  then  went  to  the  explaining  some 
Ittera  of  foct  which  had  been  aaserted. 
M,  in  anawer  to  an  idea  of  hia  being  in- 
Mled  to  be  one  is^  the  coramisaionera 
iationed  in  tbe  Speech ;  he  totally  dia- 
^Bwad  any  communication  about  it,  or 
«  Wast  knowledge  of  it.  He  sakl,  if  it 
Re  offered,  he  ahould  wish  to  know,  fint, 
merthe  powers  to  be  granted  were 
Kh  as  oankl  beef  any  use;  be  said  these 
a   could  DoC  treat  with  tbe 
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preaeni  self-created  congress,  an^  on  th« 
other  hand,  that  no  provincial  aaaemblj 
would  treat  with  them;  he  aaid  there 
muat  be  other  means  found  to  obtain  even 
prelimioariea  whereon  to  treat.  In  aa« 
awer  to  a  charge  made  against  minia- 
try  for  sending  the  transporta  so  lat« 
to  America,  and  to  Quebec  especial^^ 
he  said,  single  ships  might  and  did  go  all 
the  year '  round  to  some,  part  or  other  off 
America ;  that  they  misnt  even  get  up  to 
Quebec  so  late  as  Chnstraas;  that  until 
the  river  waa  shut  by  being  frozen  up,  the 
northwesters  and  monsoons,  in  the  latter 
season,  were  not  against  but  for  thena 
when  once  in  the  river ;  ihat  though  there 
miffht  be  bad  weather  before,  yet  winter 
did  not  usually  set  in,  so  as  to  shut  up  the 
river,  till  Christmas.  *A  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  French  exclaimed  against  our 
conduct  at  tbe  breaking  out  of  last  war,  ia 
seizing  their  ships  without  a  previous  de- 
claration of  war,  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
nations.  He  explained  thia,  and  ahewed 
that  the  French  were  the  aggreaaora,  and 
that  they  broke  the  law  of  nationa,  by 
aeizing  our  Indian- traders,  carrying  them 
priaonera  in  irons  to  Canada,  con&cating 
their  goods  to  a  great  amount,  destroying 
their  habitations  and  settlements,  and 
taking  the  King's  forts  by  force.  That  he 
bad  the  accounts  of  these  loasea  made  out 
in  an  authratic  way,  had  aent  them  to  the 
minister  at  the  time,  and  had  now  dupli- 
cates of  them  by  him ;  that  he  hoped 
therefore  we  should  hear  no  more  of  thia 
reproach. 

Mr.  Burke  raised  the  laugh  of  the  Hoaao 
at  Mr.  Pownall's  expence,  by  ridiculing 
his  declaration  of  wnat  he  could  do,  and 
what  he  knew ;  and  by  humourously  say- 
ing the  governor  had  tdled  the  bell,  and 
given  notice,  that  on  Friday  he  would 
perform  the  funeral  service  over  his  in- 
tended, and,  as  yet,  unknown,  proposal 
for  a  reconciliation.  As  he  waa  to  be 
killed  bv  a  previous  question,  he  begged 
to  tdl  the  House  a  stmy :  he  then  rebted 
a  legend  of  a  prince  whose  parents  auper- 
stitiously  imagined  he  waa  to  lose  his  life 
by  a  lion,  and  therefore  prevented  him 
from  gcHug  out,  for  fear  of  his  meeting  a 
lion ;  but  that  one  day  he  was  in  a  room 
where  that  animal  was  imitated  in  the 
tapestry,  which  m  rage  he  atruck  at,  and 
there  being  a  nail  m  the  wall  under  that 
part  of  the  tapestry  where  the  lion's  jaw 
appeared,  it  tore  his  hand,  and  killed  him* 
Now,  (said  Mr.  Burke)  I  find  that  I  am 
to  be  kdled  by  the  foot  of  a  more  ignoble 
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beast :  that  univeraal  murderer,  a  previous 
question ;  I  fear  the  liberties  of  this  coun* 
tiy  will  die  by  a  previous  question.  He 
ebBervedy  that  ministers  had  already  given 
up  the  idea  of  taxation,  and  seemed  ra- 
ther doubtful  of  recovering  America  on 
any  terms ;  but  in  such  a  state  of  political 
despair,  the  hon.  gentleman  told  them, 
that  not  only  peace  and  America  might  be 
recovered  and  restored,  but  that  a  revenue 
might  be  yet  obtained.  He  admitted 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  knowledge : 
but  now,  he  said,  (looking  at  Mr.  Jen- 
kinson^  let  me  turn  from  knowledge  to 
authority,  which  has  always  more  weight 
in  this  House.  I  shall  now  speak  to  the 
real  minister.  From  his  speech  it  is  ob- 
vious what  is  intended.  An  /army  is  to 
**  do  the  business ;"  since  that  is  the  case 
he  should  rest  satisfied  without  further  en- 
quiry: but  just  to  beg  leave  to  know  if 
ttiere  was  one  gentleman  of  the  military 
profession  in  the  House,  (and,  blind  as  he 
was,  he  could  discern  several  red  coats) 
who  would  rise  and  tell  the  tlouse,  that 
from  his  conscience  he  was  satisfied  the 
estimate  on'  the  table,  and  the  arrange- 
ments in  consequence  of  it,  would  answer 
the  ends  proposed. 

Sir  John  WrotUdeif  mentioned  his  hav- 
ing been  in  company  with  some  respect- 
able and  sensible  American  gentlemen, 
who  talked  of  the  present  dispute,  and  in- 
formed him  that  there  were  three  ways  of 
terminating  it  with  honour.  The  onoi  by 
treaty;  the  second  by  repealing  all  the 
Acts  previous  to  1763 ;  and  the  third,  by 
conquest.  Sir  John  added,  that  these 
Americans  had  informed  him  the  New 
Yoric  Petition,  (which,  like  most  of  the 
others,  was  unfortunately  clogged  with  a 
clause,  denying  the  legislative  authority  of 
Great  Britain  over  her  colonies)  was  &• 
bricated  here  and  sent  to  New  York, 
where,  in  compliment  to  the  fabricator,  it 
was  signed  and  sent  back  to  be  presented. 
Sir  John  wished  an  end  to  the  quarrel, 
but  not  at  the  expence  of  the  honour  or 
the  rights  of  this  country:. 

Mr.  Burke  urged  sir  John  to  have  the 
person  to  the  bar  of  the  House  who  gave 
Aim  the  information,  offering,  on  hb  part, 
to  bring  three  evidences  to  disprove  the 
fact. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  first  Re- 
solution, Ayes,  227 ;  Noes,  78. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion^ 
«  That  the  Petition  of  the  Congress  of  Ame- 
rica to  the  King  t^ords  Grvund  of  Con- 
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ciiiaHon"']  Noven^iier7.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  taking  into  conaiden- 
tion  a  Paper,  intituled,  '*  Copy  of  the  F»- 
tition  of  the  Congress  to  the  King,"  de- 
livered to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  bj 
Messrs.  Peon  and  Lee,  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember 1775,  the  said  Paper  was  resd  by 
the  Clerk  as  follows : 

<'  To  the  King's  most  excellent  Maja^* 

^*  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

<<  We,  your  Majesty's  fai^fiil  sahjecU 
of  the  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Mu- 
sachuset's  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Connecticiit,  Kev 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  oous- 
ties  of  New-Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  is 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  sad 
South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  isi 
the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  who  htie 
deputed  us  to  represent  them  in  Geoenl 
Congress,  entreat  your  Majesty's  gndm 
attention  to  this  our  humble  petitioo. 

**  The  union  between  our  mother  cons- 
try  and  these  colonies,  and  the  energy  tf; 
mild  and  just  government,  produced  b^ 
nefits  so  remarkably  important,  and  i^ 
forded  such  assurance  of  their  peima-i 
nency  and  increase,  that  the  wonoer  mi  { 
envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  wfaltj 
they  beheld  Great  Britain  rising  to  s 
power  the  most  extraordinary  thk  worit 
nad  ever  known.     Her  rivals  obseniil' 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  tfab 
connection  being  broken  by  civil 
Uons,  and  apprehending  its  future 
if  left  any  longer  undisturbed,  resohtd 
prevent  tier  receiving  so  oontinusl 
formidable  an  accession   of  wealth 
strength,  by  checking  the  groirth  of 
settlements,  from  which  they  were  ts 
derived. 

"  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
events  so  untavourabie  to  the  design 
place,  that  every  friend  to  the  interetf 
Great  Britain  and  these  colonies, 
tained  pleasing  and  reasonable  ei[ 
tions  of  seeing  an  additional  force  sod 
tension  immediately  jeiven  to  the 
tions  of  the  union  hitiierto  ezperi 
by.  an  enlargement  of  the  donunioni 
the  crown,  and  the  removal  of  andeot' 
warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  distance. 

**  At  the  conclusion,  therefore,  of 
late  war,  the  most  elorious  and 
tageous  Uiat  ever  had  been  carriei 
British  arms,  your  loyal  colonies, 
contributed  to  its  success  by  such 
and  strenuous  exertions  as  fireqoeo 
cured  them  tlie  distinguished 
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of  jour  Majetljy  of  the  late  kiog,  and  of 
parmimeot,  doubted  not  but  that  they 
ihould  be  permitted,  with  the  rest  of  the 
empire,  to  share  in  the  blessings  of  peace, 
ma  the  emoluments  of  victory  anci  con- 
quest While  these  recent  and  honour- 
id>Ie  acknowledgments  of  their  merits  re- 
mained on  record  Jn  the  Journals  and 
acts  of  that  august  legislature,  the  parlia- 
ment, undefaced  by  the  imputation,  or 
e?eQ  the  suspicion  of  any  offence,  they 
irere  alarmed  by  a  new  system  of  statutes 
ind  regulations,  adopted  for  tlie  adminis- 
tretion  of  the  colonies,  that  filled  their 
Binds  with  the  most  painful  fears  and  jea- 
lousies ;  and,  to  their  inexpressible  asto- 
nishment, perceived  the  dangers  of  a  fo- 
reign quarrel  quickly  succeeded  by  do- 
mestic dangers,  in  their  judgment  of  a 
more  dreadful  kind. 

**  Nor  were  their  anxieties  alleviated  by 
«iy  tendency  in  this  system  to  promote 
the  wel&re  of  the  mother-country :  for 
though  its  effects  were  more  immediately 
fclt  by  them,  yei  its  influence  appeared  to 
be  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  pros- 
perity of  Great  Britain. 

"  We  shall  decline  the  ungrateful  task 
of  describing  the  irksome  variety  of  arti- 
kes  practised  by  many  of  your  Majesty's 
ninisterB,  the  delusive  pretences,  fruitless 
terrors,  and  unavailing  severities,  which 
ittve  from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by 
Ibem  in  their  attempts  to  execute  this  im- 
politic plan,  or  of  tracing  through  a  series 
ofyears  past  the  progress  of  the  unhappy 
diSsrences  between  Great  Britain  and 
diese  colonies,  which  have  flowed  from 
fhis  fatal  source.  Your  Majesty's  mi- 
lusters  persevering  in  their  measures,  and 
proceecling  to  open  hostilities  for  enforcing 
them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our 
<avn  defence,  and  have  engaged  us  in  a 
controversy  .so  peculiarly  abhorrent  from 
ihe  affections  of  your  still  faithful  colo- 
aiits,  that  when  we  consider  whom  we 
Uost  oppose  in  this  contest,  and  if  it  con- 
tinues, what  may  be  the  consequence ; 
oar  own  particular  misfortunes  are  ac- 
counted by  us  only  as  parts  of  our  dis- 
treis. 

**  Knowine  to  what  violent  resentments 
■ad  incurable  animosities  civil  discords 
are  apt  to  exasperate  and  inflame  the  con- 
tending parties,  we  think  ourselves  re- 
quired by  indispensible  obligations  to 
Almighty  God,  to  your  Majesty,  to  our 
'fellow-subjects,  and  ourselves,  immediately 
to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  in- 
i»ompatible  with  our  safety,  for  stopping 
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the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  for  avert* 
ing  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten 
the  British  empire.  Thus  called  upon  to 
address  your  Majesty  on  affairs  of  such 
moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all 
your  dominions,  we  are  earnestly  desirous 
of  performing  this  office  with  the  utmost 
deference  to  your  Majesty ;  and  we  there- 
fore pray  that  your  roval  magnanimity  and 
benevolence  may  make  the  most  favour 
able  constructions  of  our  expressions  on 
so  uncommon  an  occasion. 

'*  Could  we  represent,  in  their  full  force, 
the  sentiments  which  agitate  the^  minds  of 
us  your  dutiful  subjects,  we  are  persuaded 
your  Majesty  would  ascribe  any  seeming 
deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  language, 
and  even  in  our  conduct,  not  to  any  re- 
prehensible intention,  but  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  reconciling  the  usual  appearances 
of  respect  with  a  just  attention  to  our 
preservation  against  those  artful  and  cruel 
enemies,  who  abuse  your  royal  confidence 
and  authority  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
our  destruction. 

*<  Attached  to  your  Majesty's  person, 
family  and  government,  with  all  the  devo- 
tion that  principle  and  affection  can  in- 
spire, connected  with  Great  Britain  by 
the  strongest  ties  that  can  unite  societies, 
and  deploring  every  event  that  tends  in 
any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we  solemnly 
assure  your  Majesty  that  we  not  only  most 
ardently  desire  the  former  harmony  be- 
tween her  and  these  colonies  may  be  re- 
stored, but  that  a  concord  may  be  esta* 
blished  between  them  upon  so  firm  a  basis 
as  to  perpetuate  its  blessings  uninterrupted 
by  any  future  dissentions  to  succeeding 
generations  in  both  countries ;  to  transmit 
your  Majesty's  name  to  posterity,  adorned 
with  that  signal  and  lasting  glory  that  has 
attended  the  memory  of  those  illustrious 
personages,  whose  virtues  and  abilities 
nave  extricated  states  from  dangerous 
convulsions,  and  by  securing  happiness  to 
others,  have  erected  the  most  noble  and 
durable  monuments  to  their  own  fame. 

«<  We  beg  leave  further  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  notwithstanding  the  suffer- 
ings of  your  loyal  colonistSi  during  tho 
course  of  the  present  controversy,  our 
breasts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the 
kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  origin, 
to  request  such  a  reconciliation,  as  might 
in  any  manner  be  inconsistent  with  her 
dignity  or  her  welfare.  These,  related  as 
we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as 
inclination,  induce  us  to  support  and  ad- 
vance; and  the  apprehensions  that  notr 
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Oppress  our  hearts  with  unspeakable  grief 
being  once  removed,  your  Majesty  will 
find  your  faithful  subjects,  on  Uiis  conti- 
nent, ready  and  willing,  at  all  times,  as 
they  ha?e  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights 
and  interest  of  your  Majesty  and  of  our 
mother  country^ 

«  We  therefore  beseech  your  Majesty, 
that  your  royal  authority  and  influence 
nCiay  be  graciously  interposed,  to  procure 
us  relief  from  our  afflicting  fears  and  jea- 
lousies, occasioned  by  the  system  before- 
mentioned,  and  to  settle  peace  through 
every  part  of  your  dominions ;  with  all  hu- 
mility submitting  to  your  Majesty^s  wise 
consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  ex- 
|ledient,  for  facilitating  these  important 
purposes,  that  your  Majesty  be  pleased  to 
direct  some  mode  by  which  the  united  ap- 
plications of  your  mithful  colonists  to  the 
^rone,  in  pursuance  of  their  common 
councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy 
and  permanent  reconciliation ;  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  measures  be  taken  for  pre- 
Tenting  the  further  destruction  of  the  lives 
of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that  such 
i^atutes  as  more  immediately  distress  anv 
of  your'  Majesty's  colonies  be  repealed. 
For  by  such  arrangements  as  your  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom  can  rorm,  for  collecting  the 
united  sense  of  your  American  people,  we 
are  convinced  your  Mi^esty  would  receive 
Such  satisfactory  proofs  of'^  the  disposition 
df  the  colonists  toward  their  sovereign  and 
the  parent  state,  that  the  wished  for  oppor- 
tunny  would  soon  be  restored  to  them,  of 
Evincing  the  sincerity  of  their  professions, 
by  every  testimony  of  devotion  becoming 
the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and  the  most  af- 
fectionate colonists. 

'  **  That  your  Majesty  may  enjoy  a  long 
tend  prosperous  reign,  and  that  your  de- 
licenaants  may  govern  the  dominions,  with 
llonour  to  themselves,  and  happiness  to 
their  subjects,  is  our  sincere  and  fbrvent 
grayer.  John  Hakcock." 

'*  Colofiies  of  Nex»  Hampskire^'^ohn 
l«angdon,  Thomas  Gushing. 

'*  Mas9achnset*s  Bay. — Samuel  Adams, 
Jdhn  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine. 

*'  Rhode    Island. — Stephen    Hofikins, 
Samuel  Ward,  Eliphant  Dyar. 

''  Cottnecticta,^''RogeT  Sherman,  Silas 
Deane. 

.  **  N^  Yor^.— Philip  Levingston,  James 
Duane,  John  Alsop,  Francis  Lewis,  John 
Jay,  Robert  Levingston,  jun.  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, Wm.  Floyd,  Hennr  Wisner. 

**  New   Jersey. — VnlKam  Levingston, 
John  Dehartii  Richard  Smith. 


a 


Penna^vama.  -—  John 
Benj.  Franldin,  George  Ross, 'James  Wil- 
son, Charies  Wilson,  Charies  Homplireji, 
Edward  Biddle. 

'  ^  Ddaware  C&unties^^^-Cstnx  Rodneji 
Thomas  M^Kean,  George  Read. 

"  Maryland* — ^Matthewljlghmsn,  Tho- 
mas Johnson,  jun«  William  Pace,  SiuDQel 
Chase,  Thomas  Stone. 

**  Virpma.'^V.  Henry,  jun.  R.  Hesiy 
Lee,  Eomond  Pendleton,  Benj.  Harrirai, 
Thomas  Jefiferson. 

**  North  Carolina, — ^Wm.  Hooper,  Jo- 
seph Hewes. 

«<  South  Carolina. — Henry  Middletoi» 
Thomas  Lynch,  Christ.  GadideD,  J.  Rot- 
l^e,  Edward  Rutlege.' 


»> 


The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  Itel 
he  now  saw  Mr.  Penn,  govem<v  af  Peoa* 
sylvania,  below  tlie  bar,  and  as  sooiedosbc 
might  arise  in  the  course  of*  the  dduS^ 
whether  or  not  the  paper  now  resd  wm 
genuine,  he  urged  the  propriety  of  eslfiif 
that  gentleman  to  authenticate  h,  as  n 
imderstood  that  the  Petitioo  wasdeKvenl 
by  him  into  the  hands  of  one  of  bis  Ma> 
jesty's  secretaries  of  state. 

tbe  Earl  of  iSaniAvtcA,  opposed  this  pro* 
position.  He  said  such  a  motion  wssfi^ 
rectly  contrary  to  the  constant  mode  if 
proceeding  adopted  by  that  HoWk 
When  witnesses  were  examined  at  ibm 
lordships'  bar,  notice  was  always  pi^ 
ously  given,  and  a  motion  made  m  pnn^ 
ance  en  that  notice ;  nor  did  he,  since  II 
first  acquaintance  with  parliament,  e«it 
recollect  an  instance  of  a  witneaB  bea% 
suddenly  caUed  to  be  examined,  withail 
the  formalities  he  had  just  mentioBel 
For  his  part,  that  was  his  leading  ob^ 
tion,  though  he  suspected  the  noble  dns 
who  nrade  the  motion  meant  to  emdqjrt 
to  very  different  puiposes,  to  fish  for  ii* 
formation  relative  to  the  matter  cootainel 
in  the  paper,  as  well  as  to  authenticate  fc 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied,  tifltte 
did  not  well  understand  what  the  ntt 
earl  meant  by  the  word  *  suspect  f  soifi* 
cions  were  created  by  acts,  which  it  til 
presumed  the  actor  would  be  desiroiv  is 
conceal.  That  could  not  however  be  dis 
case  on  the  present  occasion ;  for  aOoi^ 
ing  the  noble  lord's  suspicions  to  be  ad 
founded,  he  saw  nothing  in  such  a  pia^ 
dure  of  which  he  need  be  ashamed,  ft 
confessed  he  should,  if  Mr.  Penn  was  eMK 
mined,  be  desirous  to  learn  firom  that  gs^ 
tieman,  what  he  knew  relative  to  die  gs* 
neral  state  of  America^  presuming  na  pB^ 
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ion  was  better  qualified  nor  none  would 
gire  it  with  greater  candour  and  impar* 
tiaJitj. 

Toe  Earl  o^  Dartmouth  aaid*  that  such 
a  precedent  was  now  proposed  to  be  es- 
tsolished  as  would,  in  alt  probability,  if 
carriedi  be  destructive  of  all  order.    The 
very  grounds  on  which  it  was  stated,  that 
of  authenticating  the  Petition,   shewed 
there  was  no  necessity  for  complying  with 
the  molion ;  for  he  acknowledged  tne  re- 
ceipt of  such  a  petition  from  Mr.  Penn,  and 
Mieted  himself,  and  made  no  doubt  but 
all  their  lordships  were  perfectly  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  the  paper  was  genuine. 
Lora  Camden   expressed  his  surprise 
Ihatany  lord  should  oppose  the  present 
motion^  for  without  debating  the  point  of 
order,  which  he  was  convinced  fully  au- 
thorised the  propriety  of  the  motion,  he 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  objections 
the  noble  lorda  in  administration  had  to  it. 
The  Duke    of  Richmond^  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  lord  Dartmouth,  ob- 
served, that  however  well  satisfied  the  no- 
ble earl  and  his  friends  misht  be  that  the 
Petition  was  genuine,  yet  he  thought  the 
foraiality    of    authenticating    it   Became 
highly  necessary^  when  it  was  known  that 
Bdr.  Peon  did  not  receive  the  Petition  im- 
niediately  from  the  hands  of  the  delegates, 
it  having  been  sent  after  him  to  England, 
ID  order  to  be  presented  in  the  manner  be- 
fore described.    He  urged  further,  that 
the  Petition  being  signed  by  the  persons 
aasembled  in  congress,    in    his    opinion 
it  wouU  be  very  proper,  that  Mr.  renn, 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing 
of  those  persons,   should  be   called    to 
prove  it 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  replied,  that  if 
that  was  the  main  purpose  for  which  Mr. 
Penn  was  to  be  called,  his  examination 
would  answer  no  end ;  the  paper  lying  on 
the  table  bein^  nothing  more  than  a  copy 
of  an  original  in  his  oince. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  insisted  still, 
that  Mr.  Penn's  examination  would  be 
equally  proper,  whether  the  original  paper 
was  immediately  before  the  House,  or  in 
his  lordship's  office ;  for  when  thatgeotle- 
Mi  came  to  be  examined  at  the  bar,  aJl 
Uiat  would  be  desired  from  him  was,  to 
wow  if  the  paper  delivered  by  him  to  the 
ttible  lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
dapanmentf  wa^  really  signed  by  the  per- 
iQDs  whose  names  were  thereunto  annexed; 
wt  fiict  once  ascertained,  the  proof  would 
^  coin|>1ete,  as  their  lordships  would  be 
4oi  aatisfii4f  Hm  tjhe  copy  n^  tffd  waa 


a  faithful  one,  by  the  assurances  given  br 
the  noble  lord  who  had  the  original  in  hia 
possession. 

Lord  Lyttelton  spoke  chiefly    to  the 
numerous  inconveniencies  that  must  arise, 
if  the  present  motion  should  be  carried, 
and  established  into  a  precedent  on  fu« 
ture  occasions.    He  said,  if  their  lordships, 
when  summoned  to  deliberate  and  debate 
on  any  important  question,    should    be 
surprised  by  extraneous  matter,  and  wit* 
nesses  called  to  the  bar  to  be  examined, 
on  points  which  might  introduce  other 
subjects  into  discussion,  it  would  at  once 
destroy  that  order  and  gravity,  for  which 
their  usual    course    of    proceeding   waa 
known  so  eminently  to  excel;  in  short,  i( 
would  create  that  kind  of  confusion  an4 
uncertainty,  which,  wherever  it  prevails, 
is  so  derogatory  to  the  wisdom  and  dis* 
patch  of  business,  in  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly..   As  for  the  other  part  of  the  pre- 
cedent, that  of  calling  for  viv^  voce  proof, 
to  authenticate    pt^titions    presented    to 
their  lordships,  it  was  a  matter  he  would 
never  assent  to ;    because,  in  his  opinion, 
such  a  condition  would  be  intolerable,  and 
in  many  cases  iicipracticable  ;  for  it  would 
amount  to  this,  that  every  petition,  from 
any  part  of  the  empire,  which  should  in 
future  be  presented  to  that  House,  must 
be  authenticated  by  evidence  at  their  lord- 
ships' bar,  in  some  mstances  toauthenticate 
its  contents,  and  in  others  to  prove  the 
hand- writing  of  the  persons  who  may  be 
supposed  to  sign  it.      His  lordship  was 
however    of  opinion,    that    although  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  examine  Mr.  Fenn, 
in  the  manner  now  moved  for,  it  was  com- 
petent for  any  lord,  upon  due  notice,  to 
call  for  any  person  or  persons  who  he 
might  imagine  would  impart  such  lights  as 
promised  to  lead  to  an  elucidation  of  tlie 
subject  on  which  he  meant  to  frame  hia 
motion. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that 
the  noble  lords  who  declared  themselves 
adverse  to  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  would  establish  a  precedent 
which  might  in  future  be  an  impediment 
to  applications  to  them,  in  their  legislative, 
deliberative,  or  judicial  capacities,  in  the 
way  of  petition,  he  hoped  would  be  satis- 
fied, when  he  assured  them,  that  no  ques- 
tion was  intended  to  be  put  to  Mr.  Penn, 
on  which  he  did  not  desire  it  to  be  pre- 
viously understood,  that  anv  noble  lord 
might  be  at  liberty  to  rise  ana  object  to  it. 

He  «aid»  that  nmtteip  which  bad  Mlea 
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from  several  noble  lords,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  and  the  great  unwillingness 
some  of  them  had  shewn  to  have  Mr. 
Penn  examined,  made  him  feel  the  urgent 
necessity  of  such  an  examination ;  because 
it  proved,  that  they  dreaded  the  conse- 
quences of  such  an  enquirv,  as  fatal  to  the 
measures  they  were  now  hurrying  parlia- 
ment and  the  nation  blindly  to  adopt.  For 
his  part,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  being 
personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Penn; 
but,  from  the  gentleman's  religion,  the 
great  interest  he  had  in  the  event  of  the 
present  unhappy  disputes  with  America, 
and  as  proprietor  of  one  of  the  richest  pro- 
vinces of  that  continent,  he  knew  no  man 
more  likely  to  give  that  sort  of  informa- 
tion, which  the  House  ought  to  wish  to 
obtain,  and  which  every  ^rue  lover  of  his 
country,  he  was  confident,  would  endea- 
vour to  trace  to  its  most  remote  sources. 

The  J)uke  of  Gmjian,  rejecting    the 
mere  matter  of  order,  as  unworthy  of  their 
lordships'  consideration,  said,  he  was  ex- 
tremely sorry  to   observe  such   conduct 
pursued  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
The  noble  duke  who  made  the  motion  had 
pressed  it  with  all  imaginable  candour; 
ne  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  promise  for 
himself,  and  in  some  measure  pledged  the 
good  faith  of  his  friends,  that  if  any  ques- 
tion, which  should  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
posed examination  seem  to  be  improper, 
an  unconditional  objection  from  any  noble 
lord  would  be  deemed  sufficient  reason  for 
his  grace  to  desist.      The  aversion  to  any 
mode  of  enquiry,  and  the  fixed  resolution 
to  reject  every  kind  of  information  which 
might  promise  to  lead  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  state  of  that  country,  manifested  this 
day,  suggested  to  him  very  strong  fears  ; 
fears  that  the  same  fatal  measures  which 
directed  the  counsels  of  last  year,  were 
determined  still  to  be  pursued.       He  was 
very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  same 
language  adopted  on  the  present  occasion, 
though  the  ruinous  consequences,  which 
were  produced  by  tlie  same  arguments 
last  session,   were  now  so  sensibly  felt. 
Another  reason  for  the  proposed  examina- 
tion, and  which,  he  flattered  himself,  when 
the  circumstances  were  recalled  to  their 
lordships'  minds,  would    have    a  proper 
weight  with  administration,  was,  the  de- 
claration of  a  noble  lord,  high  in  office, 
(lord  Gower)  who  on  tlie  first  day  of  the 
session,  ingenuously  owned  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  attributed  all  the  miscar- 
riages of  the  last  summer,  and  all  the  evils 
which  now  seem  to  be  suspended  ove^  the 


head  of  this  devoted  country,  to  a  want  of 
full  and  genuine  information.  Such,  then, 
being  the  case,  as  stated  by  one  noble 
lord,  and  confirmed  by  almost  ererj  ooe 
who  spoke  on  the  same  side ;  aod  sodi 
being  the  evidence  proposed  this  da^  to 
be  given  at  your  lordships'  bar ;  bow  i»  it 
possible,  that  your  lordships  can  hentite 
an  instant  on  the  choice,  though  experience 
had  not  taught  you  the  necessity  <»  sacfaan 
enquiry  i  But  when  experience  has  taagbt 
you  the  fatal  consequences  of  your  former 
mistakes,  how  is  it  possible  that  your  kxd- 
ships  can  refuse  the  aid  of  the  lights  aov 
ofiered  to  be  held  out  to  you  I 

Earl  Govoer  said,  it  was  unparliamentaiy 
and  extremely  improper,  to  refer  to  my 
words  spoken  in  a  former  debate,  partica* 
larly  on  a  different  question.     He  wai 
however  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  ei« 
plaining  a  matter  ^bicn  had  been  iadoi- 
triously  misrepresented  without  doon,  as 
if  his  worAs  had  imported  an  actual  de- 
signed deceit  put  upon  him,  with  latent  to 
mislead  administration.     Nothing,  be  so- 
lemnly   affirmed,    was    farther  from  bii 
thoughts :  when  he  said  he  had  been  d^ 
ceived,  he  meant,  that  those  on  whose  in- 
formations and  reasonings  administratioa 
rested,  had  themselves  been  roisinfonned 
in  point  of  fact;  or,  in   reasoning  oo  the 
fact  so  represented,  had  been  mistaken  is 
their  conclusions.     This   was  the  utmoit 
extent  his  saying  he  was  deceived  went  to; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  their  lord^hi|»,if 
there  was  any  thing  more  difficult  thaota 
reason   on  the  state  and  disposition  of  a 
country.     It    was    matter  of  opinion  oi 
either  side,  in  which  every  man  was  more 
or  less  liable  to  err ;  when,  therefore,  be  ^ 
said   he  was  deceived,   he  begged  their' 
lordships  to  understand  him  in  the  aense 
he  had  now  explained  himself,  and  in  bo 
other.     The  noble  duke  had  thrown  oul 
another  insinuation  directly  cootrarj  lo 
the  former,  at  least  in  consequence;  tbiK 
his  grace  had  asserted,  their  lordships  bad 
been  made  to  decide  on  their  mutilated 
and  garbled  accounts,  which  was,  in  ftct^ 
saying,  that  administration  had  intelligenoe 
but  purposely  held  it  back.    He  woidd 
appeal  to  the  candour  and  recollection  flf 
the  noble  duke,  if  on  a  former  oocasktti 
he  did  not  himself  condemn  the  impro- 
priety of  laying  the  information  before  tba 
Housle,  in  the  exact  state  it  wa«  received; 
when  probably  such  a  conduct  would  be 
productive  of  so  many  fatal  consequeoceti 
no  less  than  endangering  the  lives  and 
properties  of  thosei  whether  EngfishBeft 
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ornatife8,who  have,  through  this  contest, 
been  the  professed  and  steady  friends  of 
iiuB  country.  The  word  ^  garbled'  there- 
fore, 89  applied  to  the  conduct  of  admi- 
natratioD,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  very  im- 
proper word.  Garbled,  according  to  its 
usual  reception,  meant  an  omission  of 
every  thing  which  might  inform  their 
lordships  properly  on  the  subject;  and 
brioging  forward  only  such  parts  of  the  in- 
formation as  would  answer  the  particular 
purpose  of  those  who  had  an  interest  in 
soppresaing  the  real  sense  of  the  writer  or 
infbrmant.  This  he  understood  to  be  the 
true  import  of  the  word  *  garble ;'  a  sense 
in  whicD  it  was  never  more  improperly  ap- 
plied ;  for  administration  had  all  along  laid 
e?ery  n^essarj  information  before  their 
lordships,  and  held  back  only  that  part 
which  related  to  matters  of  mere  private 
consideration,  or  where  a  disclosure  of 
fiicts  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the  per- 
sons concerned.  On  these  general  grounds 
be  was  very  unwilling  that  Mr.  Penn  should 
be  examined  ;  but  upon  none  more,  than 
that  his  evidence  might  probably  affect  his 
wn  interests  in  America.  It  might 
create  prejudices  against  him  of  a  most 
irtal  tendency.  He  was  perfectly  satis- 
ied  of  the  impartial,  candid  disposition  of 
hat  gentleman  ;  yet  if  it  should  appear 
hat  he  had  formed  his  opinion  on  the 
Hher  side  of  the  question,  if  any  motion 
ras  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  those 
pinions,  it  would  be  necessary  to  call 
>ther  evidence,  before  their  lordships 
ould  come  to  a  determination ;  therefore 
feking  it  in  either  light,  he  did  not  see 
^hat  good  purpose  Mr.  Penn's  exanuna- 
bn  could  answer. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  if  the 
oble  earl  meant  seriously  to  go  into  the 
Dquiry,  he  was  very  willing,  on  so  im- 
ortaot  a  consideration,  to  give  up  his 
iotion  for  Mr.  Penn's  examination,  and 
!st  on  that  assurance,  that  an  enquiry 
ould  be  set  on  foot,  in  order  to  come  at 
lat  species  of  information,  so  necessary 
^  direct  the  progress  of  their  future  pro- 
Kdings. 

The  Earl  of  fji^/i^AaTn  observed,  though 
le  noble  duke  had  ffiven  up  the  point  of 
iler,  he  was  perfecUy  satisfied  that  most, 
not  a]],  the  witnesses  examined  relative 
*  the  Hshery.  Bill  of  last  session,  were 
camined  without  any  previous  notice 
batever  being  given. 
Viscount  Weymouth  said,  he  never 
lew  an  joattfnce  where  a  witness  was  call- 
I  suddenly  to  the  bar,  without  previous 


notice;  that  it  had  been  the  established 
usage  of  parlianient  to  do  so ;  and  that  a 
deviation  from  that  rule  now,  would  open 
a  source  of  confusion  in  future,  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  lord  to  do  all  in  hia 
power  to  prevent.  But  the  main  point 
was,  that  if  Mr.  Penn  was  ^called  to  the 
bar  and  examined,  it  would  have  this  ef- 
fect, that  after  his  evidence  had  been  re- 
ceived, the  noble  duke  who  called  for  the 
paper,  would  probably  frame  some  motion 
on  the  information  then  given,  by  which 
means,  let  that  be  what  it  might,  the 
House  would  be  led  of  course  to  come  to 
some  resolution,  arising  from  what  ihej 
had  then  heard.  No  man  had  a  higher 
opinion  of  Mr.  Penn's  impartiality  than  ho 
had,  but,  still,  whatever  ;he  might  impart 
to  the  House,  either  by  way  of  informa- 
tion or  otherwise,  would  be  but  the  opinion 
and  information  oi  one  man,  who,  however 
respectable,  could  not  be  supposed  every 
way  competent  to  decide,  so  as  to  govern 
the  determination  of  that  House  upon  a 
subject  of  such  sreat  and  singular  impor- 
tance. He  would  therefore  submit  it  to 
the  noble  duke,  if  it  would  not  be  more 
proper  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  ap- 
point some  future  day  for  the  discussion 
of  a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  on  which 
other  persons  conversant  in  the  present  si- 
tuation of  America  might  be  ordered  to 
attend  and  be  examined  at  the  same  time 
with  Mr.  Penn. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied,  that  it 
was  always  understood,  when  any  noble 
lord  moved  for  a  paper,  he  had  some  mo- 
tion, directed  to  some  particular  object,  to 
propose.  That,  he  said,  was  his  intention 
on  the  present  occasion ;  but  as  the  noble 
viscount  had  pressed  the  impropriety  of 
resting  entirely  on  Mr.  Penn's  evidence, 
he  was  very  willing  to  have  that  gentleman 
examined  for  the  present,  and  to  postpone 
his  motion  till  the  next  day.  This  he  pre- 
sumed would  completely  obviate  the  noble 
lord's  objection  against  coming  to  any 
sudden  resolution,  barely  on  the  informal 
tion  now  desired. 

Viscount  Towishend  insisted,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  admit  Mr.  Penn  to  be 
examined  on  any  ground  offered  by  the 
noble  duke.  He  assured  their  lordships, 
though  he  objected  to  Mr.  Penn's  exami- 
nation, he  did  not  mean  to  impute  the 
smallest  degree  of  partiality  to  tnat  gen- 
tleman :  his  evidence,  however,  must  be 
very  improper,  as  laying  a  foundation  to 
ffround  a  motion  on ;  because,  be  his  in- 
formation ever  §o  impartial  and  well  le- 
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lected,  it  would  etUl  be  oo  more  than  the 
limited  knowledge  or  particular  opinions  of 
A  single  individual. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  lamented  in  the 
most  pathetic  terms  the  fixed  determina- 
tion that  had  In  the  course  of  the  debate 
•hewn  itself  among  the  several  members 
of  administr^tioni  to  shut  out  every  species 
of  information,  and  to  rush  headlong  on 
their  own  ruin ;    and,  which  was  much 
worsei  probably  to  hurry  on  the  ruin  and 
destruction  of  the  nation.     A  noble  lord 
high  in  office  (lord  Gower^  seemed  un- 
willing to  consent  to  examme  Mr.  Penn, . 
on  the  idea  that  it  might  affect  his  private 
interest,  or  that  his  evidence  might  affect 
persons  now  in  America^    He  understood 
general  Gage  was  daily  expected  home, 
and  be  presumed,  if  anymformation  should 
be  expected  from  him,  the  same  apology 
woulcf  apply ;  his  evidence  might,  nay  it 
must  affect  persons  in  America,  for  there 
the  scene  is  laid,  there  the  persons  imme- 
diately concerned  reside.    What  is  this, 
but  very  plainly  telling  us,  that  we  are  to 
have  DO  information  at  all  ?  for  I  will  ven- 
ture to  contend,  that  if  the  present  motion 
be  rejected  on  the  ground  now  urgied,  no 
motion  of  a  similar  nature,  respecting  the 
affairs  bf  America,  can  possibly  succeed. 
What  is  this,  but  giving  us  to  understand, 
that  we  must  remain  at  the  brink  of  that 
precipice,  on  which  every  true  Englishman 
stands  trembling,  and  waiting  the  instant 
in  which  the  fate  of  his  country  shall  be 
irrecoverably  decided,  and  whither,  I  may 
add,  he  has  been  led  blindfolded  or  com- 
pelled to  grope  his  way  ?    Are  we,  then, 
to  trust  to  tlie  same  assurances  by  which 
one  Doble  lord  was  deceived,  or  shall  we, 
like  mien  who  prefer  th^'call  of  duty  to 
every  other  consideration,  endeavour  to 
obtain  lights  in  this  business,  that  have 
hitherto  been  denied  us  I    For  my  part, 
though  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from 
the  noble  lords  in  pfficoi  I  am  still  open  to 
Goavictioo.    I  have  been  informed  of  some 
tbifigs,  have  heard  a  great  deal,  and  have, 
according  to  the  lights  I  have  been  able  to 
dbtain,  formed  an  opinion ;  but  I  frankly 
declare,  that  on  being  better  informed,  I 
should  gladly  embrace  the  trutli.    I  know 
no  man  better  calculated  to  tell  it  us,  than 
the  gentleman  whose  examination  is  now 
moved  fore   &)r  besides  his  known  dispo- 
sition to  candour  aod  impartiality,  he  nas 
every  fiossible  iaiuoeBieiit  to  reyeal  it; 
•nd  not  one  single  motive  for  suppressing 
or  withheldiiig  it.  Let  me  therefore  suppk- 
aite  the  noUe  leids  in  advJAistrfttioii  tp 


agree  to  the  motion :  on  this  pomt  Burelr, 
there  should  not  be  a  second  opiuion  id 
this  House.  If  vour  lordships  mean  seri- 
ously, and  win  tell  us  fairly,  ttiat  yoa  have 
information  to  lay  before  the  House,  and 
will  fix  a  time  for  submitting  it  to  our  con* 
sideration,  I  shall  wait  with  pleasure,  and 
rely  in  full  confidence,  on  the  faith  of  luch 
an  assurance.  If^  on  the  other  hand,  joa 
tell  us  you  have  no  information  of  joor 
own,  and  that  you  are  determined  to  re- 
ject all  other,  however  important  in  its  na* 
ture,  at  that  instant,  I  shall  augur  themott 
fatal  consequences,  from  so  unprecedented 
a  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbumerose  to  rectjiyooe 
or  two  trifling  mistakes  of  the  noble  duke 
who  made  the  motion.  He  said,  that  Hr. 
Penn  was  not  of  the  religious  profeima 
his. grace  seemed  to  allude  to,  nor  wailK 
proprietor  of  the  province  of  Pennsjlnaii; 
but  he  acted  there  in  a  character,  which 
in  every  respect  fitted  him  to  be  one  tf 
the  properest  persons  imaginable,  not  oalj 
to  be  publicly  examined,  but  spedaQj 
consulted.  He  acted  there  fis  governor, 
by  which  he  had  the  means  of  knoviog 
the  disposition  of  tlie  people  within  his  go- 
vernment, and  the  strength  of  those  wka 
were  for  supporting  the  claims  of  the  mo* 
ther  country,  if  any  such  there  were.  % 
must  likewise  know  in  a  great  measure, the 
prevailing  disposition  of  the  whole  Ao^ 
rican  continent ;  as  the  place  where  the 
delegates  and  their  followers  chose  toai* 
semble,  was  in  the  capital  of  that  proviocc 
over  which  he  presided.  His  lordehf 
entered  shortly  into  the  general  reason 
so  often  urged,  for  examining  Mr.  Pc»ia; 
and  concluded  with  pressing  on  the  nohh 
lords,  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the' 
motion. 

The  House  divided:  Contents  SSy 
Non-ContenU  56.  The  duke  of  Bich^ 
mond  moved,  '<  that  Mr.  Penn  be  ordsnl 
to  attend  at  their  lordships'  barto  morrow.'' 
Lord  LyUelton  thou^t  the  notice  nod 
too  short.  He  said,  it  would  be  a  dngaki 
hardship  on  Mr.  Penn,  to  be  obliged  to  at* 
tend  at  their  lordships'  bar,  and  to  miojf 
a  long  examination,  in  the  course  of  iHiia 
a  variety  of  questions  might  be  propoondsl 
difficult  to  answer,  on  many  ^counts,  snii 
in  some  extremely  unpleasant  and  dih 
agreeable.  On  this  account,  as  wdl  If 
wishij^e  to  givfs  the  gentleman  time  totf* 
range  his  ideas  on  so  important  a  v^^ff^ 
he  exprssaed  a  desire,  that  the  examijMfty 
mii^t  be  de£er|)e4 fiU  We4^)imdV^  ^ 
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The  Duke  of  Richmond  believed  Mr. 
PeBd  iriB  fullj  prepared;  aa  he  must, 
from  the  nature  of  his  office,  connections, 
ttd  situation,  have  frequently  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  subject ;  it  was  the  general, 
the  only  topic  of  the  country  he  had  just 
kfi ;  in  fine,  it  was  uppermost  in  every 
nan's  mind,  almost  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlaatic,  who  reasoned  or  thought  at  all 
ofl  luhiects  of  such  a  nature. 

Earl  Cottw  pointed  out  the  knpropriety 
of  extroining  Mr.  Penn,  cither  as  his  in- 
fbraaation  might  effect  himself,  or  affect 
others.  He  said,  the  consequences  of  dis- 
cing natters,  in  which  several  persons 
now  in  America  were  concerned,  ought  to 
^proceeded  on  with  all  possible  caution 
and  circumspection. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  reasoned  in  the 
mne  manner;  and  proposed  that  Mr. 
Peon  should  be  indulged  with  a  privilege 
of  refusing  to  answer  any  question  whidi 
he  should  imagine  might  be  injurious  either 
to  himself  or  to  others. 

Lord  Camden  said,  it  was  true,  that 
House  was  not  tied  up  by  the  rigorous 
ndes  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  evidence 
fcfcsenrea  by  tlie  courts  in  Westminster- 
IbU  ;  for  though  they  were  a  court  of  law, 
hey  acted  upon  a  more  liberal  plan.  They 
excused  on  account  of  indisposition ;  thev 
Dade  great  allowances  in  respect  of  their 
iMde  of  examination ;  they  pressed  no  gen- 
ieeien  wantonly  hato  disagreeable  situa- 
ioDs :  they  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  any 
Kplenatiotts  that  might  hurt  the  feelings  of 
he  witness.  In  the  exercise  of  their  judica- 
iire,  they  acted  with  a  noble  liberality ; 
ttt  in  so  doing,  they  took  care  never  to 
Bm  their  backs  on  the  eternal  obligations 
^J  are  under  of  dispensing  justice ;  and 
heir  strict  attention  to  such  a  conduct  still 
ocame  more  necessary,  according  to  the 
Mgnitude  of  the  object  in  contemplation. 
V&t,  then,  18  the  purport  of  the  noble 
hit^proposition  ?  Why,  that  in  a  matter 
venjr  way  answering  to  the  cases  I  have 
iscrlminated,  Mr.  Penn  shall  be  excused 
(om  answering  only  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
b,  my  lords,  1  trust  no  such  doctrine  will 
ver  prevail  in  thn  House.  Though  I 
ave  a  high  esteem  for  the  gentleman, 
liose  name  has  been  so  often  mentioned 
1  this  debate,  I  confess,  if  he  were  my 
earest  friend,  I  shouki  positively  reject 
By  proposal  for  granting  so  unprecedented 
D  fflduigence,  particularly  on  the  present 
ccasion,  when  so  much  may  depend  on 
h  testimony. 
The  Eari  o£.  Denbigh  moved,  that  Mr. 


Penn's  examination  should  be  fixed  for 
the  10th. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume  was  severe  on 
the  arguments  used  by  the  noble  lords  in 
administration,  relative  to  concealing  peo- 
ple's names.  He  always  suspected  tnose 
who  gave  private  information  under  a  con- 
dition of  secrecy.  This  species  of  secret- 
telling  was  generally  founded  in  personal 
interest,  or  sinister  views ;  for  which  rea- 
son, whenever  secrets  coming  under  this 
description,  were  imparted  to  him,  he 
never  hesitated  on  the  propriety  of  repeat- 
ing them,  unless  absolute  silence  was  en- 
i'omed.  Suci)  were  the  sort  of  persdns, 
le  had  strong  reason  to  suspect,  by  which 
the  noble  earl  in  office  and  the  rest  of  his 
brethren  had  been  deceived ;  and  he  was 
sorry  to  understand,  by  the  whole  of  the 
arguments  urged  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  that  such  men  are  to  be  suflered 
to  pursue  their  own  interest,  at  the  ex« 
pence  of  the  puMic ;  and  by  being  thus 
protected  by  promises  of  concealment,  will 
in  the  end,  he  feared,  be  pennitted  to  e8« 
cope  with  impunity. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  earl  of 
Denbigh's  amendment.  For  it  52 ;  Agunst 
it  21. 

* 

November  10.  The  Dufce  of  Richmond, 
before  he  began  to  examine  Mr.  Penn^ 
begged  leave  to  remove  an  apprehension 
which  seemed  to  prevail  with  several  of 
their  lordships,  lett  that  gentleman,  from 
the  delicacy  of  his  situation,  should  be 
obUged  to  answer  any  question  that  might 
embarrass  him  in  relation  to  persons  or 
opinions  on  whidi  he  would  wish  to  be 
silent.  Aware  of  tliis,  he  had  drawn  up 
the  material  questions  he  meant  to  put  to 
the  witness,  and  delivered  him  a  copy,  de- 
siring to  point  out  such,  if  any,  as  he 
wished  to  decline  answering;  but  Mr. 
Penn,  after  having  perused  the  paper,  re- 
turn^ it  to  him,  with  ai%  assurance  thsft 
none  of  the  questions  came  within  the  de- 
scription his  grace  seemed  so  solicitous  to 
avoid. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  animadverted  ob- 
liquely on  this  procedure ;  said,  it  looked 
as  if  the  questions  and  anhwers  had  been 
previously  consulted  and  Agreed  6n  be- 
tween the  noble  duke  and  the  witness. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that 
was  a  most  extraordinary  interpretation 
the  noble  earl  put  on  his  conauct:  he 
imagined  that  the  candour  he  had  used» 
would  have  met  •  with  a  different  con- 
struction. 
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The  Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  that  he 
was  within  the  judgment  of  their  lord- 
ships, whether  he  deserved  the  reproof 
now  given  him ;  and  explained  his  words, 
by  saying  he  did  not  mean  any  previous 
consultation  as  originating  from  his  grace, 
but  merely  a  general  consultation  relative 
to  the  subject  of  examination. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Richard  Penn  was  called  in ;  and 
being  sworn,  was  examined  at  the  bar  as 
follows : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Ame- 
rica ? — A.  Four  years. 

How  long  was  you  in  the  government 
in  Pennsylvania? — Just  two  years. 

Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard  of  any 
violence  or  unfair  proceedings  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  continental 
congress? — ^I  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Do  you  think  the  members  are  men 
well-informed  of  the  temper,  disposition, 
and  stf  ength  of  their  respective  provinces, 
and  capable  of  conveying  the  sense  of 
America  ? — I  think  they  are  men  of  cha- 
racter, and  capable  of  conveying  the  sense 
of  America. 

Do  you  think  that  their  several  pro- 
ceedings do,  in  reality,  convey  the  ge- 
nuine sense  of  those  provinces  you  are  ac- 
quainted with? — They  do  undoubtedly 
convey  the  sense  of  the  provinces  they 
represent. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  they 
do  convey  the  true  sense  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces?— They  certainly  do  convey  the 
sense  of  the  other  provinces  also. 

Do  you  think  the  provinces  will  be  go- 
verned by  their  decisions  ?^I  firmly  be- 
lieve the  provinces  will  be  governed  by 
their  decisions. 

Do  you  not  think  that  the  present  war 
on  the  part  of  America  is  levied  and  car- 
ried on  by  the  directions  of  the  congress, 
and  supported  by  the  inclination  and  zeal 
of  the  colonists  in  defence  of  their  liberty  ? 
-—This  war  is  levied  and  carried  on  by  a 
sense  of  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  as 
they  think. 

Can  you  think  that  it  is  levied  or  car- 
ried on  by  any  other  means  or  persons  ? 
—I  do  not  think  it  is  carried  on  by  any 
other  means  or  account. 

Are  you  personally  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  members  of  the  congress  ? — I 
am  acquainted  with  almost  all  the  members 
of  the  congress. 

Do  you  think  they  levy  and  carry  on 
this  war  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 
independent  empire? — I  think  they  do 


not  carry  on  the  war  for  independencj; 
I  never  heard  them  breathe  sentiiiieiiti  of 
that  nature. 

For  what  purpose  do  yon  bdiere  thej 
have  taken  up  arms  ?— In  defence  of  their 
liberties. 

Was  you  in  America  at  the  time  the 
Stamp  Act  was  laid  ? — ^I  was. 

What  effects  did  it  produce  ?~It  Gained 
great  discontent,  uneasiness,  and  distrea. 

Was  you  there  when  it  was  repealed? 
— I  was. 

What  effects  did  the  repeal  prodoce?— 
The  repeal  gave  great  joy,  and  the  aaoi- 
versary  was  kept  as  a  day  of  mirth  and 
festivity. 

Were  the  Americans  satisfied  with  thdr 
condition,  notwithstanding  the  Dedan- 
tory  Act  accompanied  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act? — They  were  satisfied  viib 
their  condition,  notwithstanding  the  De- 
claratory AcL 

If  Great  Britain  had  left  things  io  the 
state  they  then  were,  do  you  think  Ame- 
rica would  have  remained  content?— I 
think  they  would. 

Is  it  the  general  opinion  in  America, 
that  they  are  able  to  resist  the  anus  d 
Great  Britain  employed  to  enforce  tan* 
tion,  and  the  late  Acts  complained  of  ia 
America  ? — It  is  the  opinion  of  all  I  hue 
ever  conversed  with. 

Is  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  these  Aeti 
general  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes?— 
Quite  general. 

What  force  has  the  province  of  Peaa- 
sylvania  raised? — When  I  left  Penoi^ 
vania,  they  had  20,000  men  in  arms, 
bodied,  but  not  in  pay,  and  4,500 
since  raised^ 

What  were  these  20,000,  militia,  ff 
what  ?^Tbey  were  volunteers  throoghort 
the  province. 

What  were  the  4,500  ?— They  weif 
minute  men,  when  upon  service  in  paj. 

Are  they  included  in  the  20,000  8^% 
or  exclusive  of  them? — Exclusive. 

Doth  the  province  contribute  nooey 
besides  to  the  continental  army  ?-«'Thejrdft 

How  many  men,  fit  to  b^  anmr  is  ^ 
supposed  there  are  in  Pennsylvania?-^ 
Sixty  thousand. 

What  proportion  of  these  60,000  i» 
you  believe  would  willingly  come  forth,  s 
necessary,  in  the  present  contest  ?^Afift 
believe. 

Doth  Pennsylvania  ffrow  a  sufioeat 
quantity  of  corn  to  supply  its  bhabitaDta? 
— Much  more  than  is  necessary,  for  th^ 
export  considerably  every  year« 
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Do  (heymske  gunpowder  in  Pennsyl- 
taoiB?— Tbey  have  lately. 

Have  they  taken  any  methods  to  pro- 
care  sdt-petre  ? — They  have  established 
leveral  nrorkft  (of  that  purpose. 

Do  they  cast  brass  cannon  ^— They  do 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Have  tbey  the  materials  and  means  of 
casting  iron  cannon  ? — They  have,  in  great 
plenty. 

Do  they  make  sAaall  arms  ? — They  do, 
in  great  numbers,  and  very  complete. 

Is  it  not  reckoned  that  there  are  in 
F'ennsyhania  and  New  York  many  strong 
posts,  and  considerable  rivers  ?  — There 
tfe. 

Are  tfc^fe  bridges  over  the  principal 
ri?ers  > — Bridges  are  not  eomraooy  in  ge- 
neral there  aYe  ferries ;  the  rivers  are  too 
rapid  for  bridges. 

I)o  they  build  ships  in  Pennsylvania  ? — 
Tifey  do. 

Ih  they  baild  them  expeditiously?-— 
Very  expeditiously. 
Or>hat  burthen? — SOO  or  400  tons. 
tKd  the  Congress,  and  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, seem  dissatisfied  with  the  reception 
Aeir  petition  had  met  with  here  ? — The 
colonies  weife  dissatisfied  with  the  recep* 
(ioi^  of  their  petitions.  They  had  con- 
ceived great  hopes  from  that  I  brought 
over,  which  was  stiled  the  Olive  Branch, 
md  I  was  complimented  by  my  friends 
ttfon  being  the  bearer  thereof. 

If  conciliatory  measures  are  not  speedily 
pursued,  is  it  not  to  be  feared  tnat  the 
nmgress  will  form  some  connection  with 
breign  powers? — It  is  greatly  to  be 
feared,  if  conciliatory  measures  are  not 
l^eediiy  pursued. 

If  any  connection  with  foreign  powertf 
ihoald  be  formed,  do  you  not  think  that 
t  will  be  very  difficult  to  persuade  Ame- 
ica  to  renounce  engagements  she  has 
mce  entered  into  ?— I  do. 
When  you  delivered  this  Petition  did 
be  Secretary  Of  State  ask  you  any  ques- 
biu  relative  to  that  country  ?— DSione  at 

n. 

Did  he,  or  any  other  minister,  at  any 
ther  time  since  your  arrival,  ask  you  any 
uestions  as  to  the  state  or  temper  of 
imerica?— I  have  not  been  asked  any 
uestions  by  persons  in  authority. 

Did  most  tninking  men  in  Philadelphia' 
nderstand  the  refusal  of  the  Petition 
buld  be  a  bar  to  all  recoacilementj— ' 
hey  did.  ..^ 

Have  you  ever  read  the  Declaratory 
jct  ? — 1  have  not  read' it. 
[VOU  XFIil.  j 


Have  you  not  heard  of  it  ? — Yes,  I  have 
heard  of  it,  but  not  much  discussed. 

Do  you  think  that  the  colonies  assent 
to  the  following  words:  'That  the  col  o- 

*  nies  and  plantations  in  America  have 
'  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  sub- 

*  ordinate  onto,  and  dependant  upon,  the 

*  imperial  crown  and  parliament  of  Great 

*  Britain  ?* — The  colonies,  I  believe,  lare 
inclined  to  acknowledi^e  the  imperial  au- 
thority of  Great  Bratam,  but  not  in  taxa- 
tion. 

Do  you  think  they  acquiesce  in  every 
other  sense  of  the  Declaratory  Act  ex- 
cept taxation  ? 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  objected  Co  ttie 
question.  He  insisted,  it  was  neither  fair 
nor  parliamentary,  to  lead  the  witness  into 
discussions  of  such  an  intricate  nature,  for 
the  purpose  of  involving  him  in  confusion 
and  consequent  contradiction.  It  was  a 
subject  of  a  very  abstruse  and  intricate 
nature ;  men  of  the  first  rate  abilities  and 
experience  entertained  different  opinions 
concerning  it,  and  it  was  of  course  out  of 
the  view  entirely  of  examinations  at  their 
lordships'  bar. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  he  was 
strictly  within  order;  that  the  witness's* 
own  sentiments  were  not  desired ;  but 
seeming  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
persons  of  the  members  who  composed 
the  congress,  it  was  probable  they  might 
have  communicated  their  opinions  to  him 
on  tlie  present  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  witness  at  the  commencement  of 
this  conversation,  having  -been  desired .  to 
withdraw,  was  again  called  in,  and  replied  : 

Believes  the  colonies  acquiesce  in  the 
words  of  the  Dedaratory  Law. 

Was  there  no  violence  used  in  the 
election  of  the  members  of  the  congress? 
— -I  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  only  re- 

3 meeting  Pennsylvania,  where  they  wece 
ected  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Do  you  know  all  the  members  of  the 
congress  ? — I  an  acquainted  with  almost 
all  of  them. 

t>o  you  know  Mr,  Harrison?— -I  do» 
he  is  a  delegate  from  Virginia. 

Is  he  a  man  of  good  character  ?ii— I  be- 
lieve hiol  to  be  so,  I  never  heard  to  the 
contrary. 

Is  he  able  to  convey  the  sense  of  the 
province  he  represents  ?— I  imagine  so^  or 
they  would  not  have  elected  him. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  sentimeivta 
of  America  in  seneral  ?— I  am  particularly 
acquainted  only  with  the  sentimeata  <n 
Pennsylvania. 

[SN] 
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Have  joa  heard  of  the  resolutions  of 
Suffolk  in  MassQchuset's  Bay? — I  have. 

Hare  the  Congress  declared  their  appro- 
bation of  them  ? — I  believe  they  have,  it 
was  in  the  public  papers. 

Have  you  not  heard  of  violences  com- 
mitted on  persons  for  speaking  their  opi- 
nions ?*^Not  in  Pennsylvania. 

Are  the  sentiments  of  the  northern  and 
southern  provinces  similar? — I  believe 
they  are. 

Are  the  people  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces in  a  state  of  freedom  ? — They  think 
themselves  so. 

Would  not  persons,  who  were  to  ad- 
vance sentiments  different  from  the  Con- 
gress, be  in  danger? — I  believe  they 
would. 

Do  not  you  know  of  people  having  been 
persecuted  for  their  opinions  ? — I  do  not 
Know  of  any  such  thing  in  Pennsylvania, 
during  my  residence  there. 

Have  you  not  heard  of  such  things  in 
other  colonies  ? — I  have  heard  so. 

What  notice  did  the  Congress  take  of 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons last  year? — I  do  not  know,  they 
keep  their  deliberations  to  themselves. 

Was  the  plan  proposed  by  lord  Chatham 
last  year  taken  notice  of  by  the  Congress  ? 
— ^Not  that  1  know  of. 

Do  you  know  whether  the  Congress 
published  any  thing  as  to  the  Resolutions 
of  last  year  ? — Not  that  1  recollect. 

Was  the  conciliatory  plan  of  last  year 
considered  in  the  provinces  ? — It  was  con- 
aidered  in  Pennsylvania,  and  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  because  they 
would  not  forsake  their  sister  colonies,  nor 
do  any  thing  without  consulting  them. 

What  sort  of  men  were  the  20,000  men 
who  offered  to  enrol  themselves  ?*— They 
were  men  of  the  first  character  and  for* 
tone. 

Were  they  not  all  persons  of  property, 
or  possessing  land  ? —  There  might  be  some 
others  among  them,  but  in  general  they 
were  so. 

Unless  the  Congress  had  the  confidence 
of  the  Americans  could  they  have  any 
other  means  of  enforcing  obedience  to 
their  orders? — They  could  not. 

Doth  the  Congress  meet  with  the  ge- 
neral approbation  of  America? — Whea 
the  Congress  was  first  proposed  no  one  op- 
posed it ;  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish 
of  the  people. 

Could  a  sufficient  number  of  people  be 
found  to  support  any  one  in  speakmg  or 
writiag  agamst  the  Congress  ?-»-No. 
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Are  yon  master  of  the  dnrter  of  Penn- 
sylvania ? — ^I  believe  1  am,  1  have  read  it 
often. 

Are  the  inhabitants  well  satisfied  with 
their  charter? — I  believe  they  are  perfectly 
so. 

Do  you  know  the  clause  that  sabjecU 
them  to  taxation  ? — ^I  do  know  that  claose. 

Do  you  think  they  are  satisfied  widi  it? 
—Yes. 

Is  it  not  the  object  of  the  Congrese  to 
throw  off  the  regulations  of  their  trade? 
—No. 

Have  not  the  Congress  persecuted  peo- 
ple ? — Not  to  my   knowledge. 

Would  not  the  most  opulent  inhabStanti 
prefer  freedom  under  tliis  country,  to  what 
they  now  enjoy  ? — They  would  prefer  & 
to  any  other  state  of  freedom. 

Do  you  think  they  wish  to  support  tbe 
measures  of  the  Congress  at  present  ?— It 
is  firmly  my  opinion  that  they  do,  bat 
wish  at  the  same  time  for  a  reconciiiatioQ 
with  this  country. 

When  you  said  that  Pennsylvania  wai 
satisfied  with  the  clause  in  their  cfaaiter 
concerning  taxation,  did  you  mean  to  saj 
that  they  were  willing  to  be  taxed  by  par- 
liament ? — ^I  do  not  believe  Pennsylranis 
would  be  satisfied  to  be  taxed  bj  tbb 
country  and  by  their  own  government  too. 

He  was  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  Duke  of  Hichmond  then  rose  sod 
said,  he  would  shew  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  reconciliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.'  That  the  colo- 
nists were  disposed  to  an  amicable  aJjust- 
ment  of  differences  was  evident  fi'om  the 
very  last  Petition  which  had  been  presentp 
ed  from  the  Congress  to  the  King.  The 
prayer  of  that  Petition  was,  **•  for  a  restor- 
ation of  peace,"  and  it  was  pressed  on  tht 
consideration  of  parliament  by  the  Ian* 

uage  it  was  clothed  in,  which  was  tbatof 

utifol  submission  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain,  -as  far  -as  the  sovereigatf 
was  compatible  with  those  rights  secured 
to  freemen  by  the  constitution  of  the  em- 
pire. This,  and  infinitely  more  migbt  bo 
said  in  behalf  of  the  restoration  of  peace, 
that  It  was  the  object  panted  after  by  one, 
and  it  was  the  only  thmg  conducive  to  the 
happiness  of  both  .  of  the  belligeresC 
powers.  Should  the  war  be  pertinscioosly 
pursued,  what,  unless  carnage,  desolatioDi 
an  augmentation  of  expence,  and  ereij 
evi)  resulting  from  civil  discord,  were  to 
be  expected?  If  the  conquest  of  Americs 
was  the  measure  proposed,  the  difficdtiel 
resulting  from  the  sttempt,  were  of  «A 
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a  magnitude  as  hardly  to  be  surmounted 
in  the  given  state  of  things.    The  Ameri- 
tanSf  whether  they  had  or  had  not  the 
courage  to  make  use  of  arms,  were  at  least 
exDcrt  in  the  mode  of  using  them.    They 
had  resources  within  themselves  for  the 
subsistence  of  their  armies,  and  they  were 
iDtimately  acquainted  with  all  the  passes 
and  defiles  throughout  their  country.    On 
the  other  hand,  an  army  transported  from 
England  to  America  had  subsistence  to 
seek  for  on  the  spot,  or  must  wait  in  ex- 
pectation of  succours  from  Great  Britain. 
To  any  peer  who  had  consulted  the  state 
of  the  country,  it  must  be  evident,  that 
there  was  one  dmost  insuperable  difficulty 
with  which  an  army  would  have  to  strug- 
gle.   America  abounded  with  vast  rivers  ; 
the  rapidity  of  the  currents  rendered  the 
construction  of  bridges  so'  insecure,  as  hi- 
therto to  dissuade  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fiitili^  of  the  attempt.    An  army,  there- 
fore, would  find  those  rivers  so  many  na- 
tural barriers   against   every  effort   they 
might  make  to  penetrate  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country.    But  admitting  the  army 
advanced  to   any  given  spot  conjecture 
might  choose  to  specify ;  was  it  certain, 
diat  by  the  conquest  of  this  or  that  town, 
the  spirit  of  the  people  would  be  broken, 
or  their   passion    for  liberty    restrained - 
within  just  such  bounds  of  decorum  as  par- 
liament might  prescribe  ?  If  this  could  not 
be  ensured,  the  depopulation  of  villages, 
or  the  levelling  of  towns,  were  triumphs 
which  cruelty  only  could  delight  in,  or  a 
thirst  for  blood  propose.    What  proofs, 
however,  had  we  to  exhibit,  that  even  our 
arms  would  be  attended  with  such  success, 
as  to  carry  fire  and    sword   undefeated 
throughout  the   co'i!^tinent  ?    The    troops 
oader  the  command  of  general  Gage  had 
acted  bravely ;  but  what  victory  had  they 
achieved  ?   The  unhappy  afBiir  at  Lexing- 
ton evinced,  that  those  regiments  whidi 
were  to  look  the  Americans  into  subjec- 
tion, did  not  altogether  carry  such  terror 
in  their  countenances.     Hence,    in  bis 
judgment,  from  the  specimens  already  af- 
forded ;  from  considering  the  state  of  the 
country  on  the  one  hand,  the  disposition 
of  the  people  on  the  other,  and  die  various 
accumulating    difficulties    attending    the 
subsistence  of  the  army,  in  proportion  as 
it  was  fiirther  advanced  from  the  mart  of 
supplies,  all  these  circumstances   collec- 
tivdy  taken,  formed  grounds  sufficient  to 
pronounce  on  the  impracticability  of  the 
conquest. 

Bat  laying  aside  for  one  moment  the 


practicability  of  conquest,  whither  were 
we  to  turn  our  eyes  for  that  colossal  army, 
by  which  the  reduction  of  America  was  to 
be  effected  ?  The  noble  duke  had  heard 
of  20,000  Russians.  This  might  be  mere 
matter  of  report,  but  as  ministry  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  afford  parliament  any 
solid  information,  report  was  all  that  peers 
now  had  to  debate  on.  There  was  such  a 
fluctuation  of  men,  though  no  change  of 
measures,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  conjecture  to  whom  he  should  apply  for 
information.  Whether  or  not  the  noble 
lord  in  red  Hord  Lyttelton)  was  now  a 
minister  of  tne  day,  could  not  with  cer- 
tainty be  pronounced ;  if  the  peer  alluded 
to  was  in  the  secrets  of  government,  he 
might  possibly  indulge  the  House  with 
some  information  respecting  the  20,000 
Russians  intended  to  be  sept  against  Ame- 
rica. In  the  interim,  the  noble  duke 
thought  it  by  no  means  inexpedient  to  state 
the  expensiveness  of  the  measure,  as  a 
principal  reason  why  it  should  be  repro- 
bated. The  transportation  of  20,000  Rus- 
sians would  cost  government  SPOfiOOl, 
An  equal  number  of  British  troops  should 
be  sent  at  the  same,  period,  or  ministry 
might  find,  that  the  Russians,  instead  of 
conquering  America  for  England,  would 
take  possession  of  it  themselves,  in  virtue 
of  that  law  of  conquest,  acknowledged  by 
all  freebooters.  That  the  Russians  would 
gladly  emigrate  to  America,  no  person 
could  doubt,  who  was  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of 
those  people.  Shoals  of  Cossacks  were 
continually  deserting  their  country,  to 
seek  more  comfortable  settlements  m  the 
north  of  China :  70,000  of  these  Cossacks, 
proceeding  on  such  apian,  had  lately  bid- 
den ^ieu  to  the  Russian  empire.  It 
could  not  therefore  be  imagined,  that 
20,000  Russians  would  have  the  least  ob- 
jection to  be  sent,  free  of  expence,  to 
America;  bujt  there  was  much  reason  to 
suspect,  that,  when  there,  they  might  think 
the  advantages  resulting  from  submitting 
to  the  American  Congress  preferable  to 
those  they  could  derive  from  defending 
the  measures  of  a  British  parliament. 

His  grace  next  treated  the  plan  of  send* 
ing  live  stock  to  Boston,  in  order  to  sup* 
ply  ^e  King's  troops  with  fresh  meat; 
with  great  ridicule,  and  shewed  the  diffi- 
culties the  army  would  have  to  encounter, 
supposing  they  should  be  able  to  penetrate 
into  the  country ;  a  close  country  in  somm 
places,  in  others  abounding  in  forests  and 
underwoodsy   intersected   by   deep   and 


9m 


16  GEORXi^E  m. 


D^^  19  the  Ler4*  o»  tie 


m 


brosfi  rivers;  but,  above  all,  a  country 
M'here  every  bush  would  conceal  .an  enem^^ 
where  the  cultivated  parts  would  be  laid 
waste,  and  the  army,  if  aoy  could  m^rcb 
or  subsist^  would  be  obliged  to  draw  fill  its 
provisions  from  Europe,  and  all  its  fresh 
meat  from  Smithfield  market.  Supposing^ 
then,  that  the  troops  had  scarcely  any 
thin^  to  impede  iheir  progress,  y.et  the  ne- 
cessity of  carrying  along  with  them  every 
thing  they  wanted,  through  a  conntrv 
^hus  rendered  a  desert,  would  give  birth 
to  such  an  innumerable  train  of  diQcul- 
ties,  as  no  general,  however  .experiencedy 
would  be  able  to  obviate  ;  nor  no  troqps, 
however  brave,  be  able  to  surmount.  To 
this  picture  he  contrasted  the  Petition  froip 
the  Continental  Congress  to  the  King, 
which  breathes  nothing  but  loyalty  and 
obedience  to  his  Majesty,  and  aubraissioD 
to  the  constitutional  claims  of  parliament. 
Here  his  grace  referred  to  several  pas- 
sages, expressive  of  those  sentiments,  ^od 
again  ajluded  (o  several  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence in  affirmance  of  their  sincerity ;  and 
concluded  by  drawing  a  picture  of  the 
various  blessings  that  would  be  derived, 
and  the  innumerable  evils  that  would  be 
averted,  should  their  lordships  think  proper 
to  take  the  petition  into  consideration,  on 
the  foot  of  deeming  it  a  proper  fouqdatipn 
of  treaty  and  concession.  His  grace  then 
inoved,  "  That  the  matter  of  the  said  Pe- 
tition affords  Ground  of  Conciliation  of 
the  unliappy  Differences  subsisting  be- 
tween the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colo- 
nies ;  and  that  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
proper  steps  be  immediately  taken  for  at- 
jtaining  so  desirable  an  object.'' 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  contended,  it 
was  impossible  to  recognize  the  Petition, 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  present  mo- 
tion, without  at  the  same  instant  relin- 
quishing the  sovereignty  of  the  British 
parliament.  It  was  no  longer  a  question 
about  taxation,  about  the  quantum  to  he 
raised,  or  the  mode  of  raising  it ;  it  was 
not  the  conquest,  but  the  allegiance  of  the 
colonie.H,  which  administration  were  de- 
sirous uf  obtaining.  In  estimating  the 
force  necessary  for  the  suhjugatiop  of 
America,  as  well  as  in  stating  the  neces- 
sity of  immediate  conciliation,  the  noble 
duke  had  proceeded  on  the  supposition  o^f 
there  being  two  equal  belligerent  powers 
engaged  in  a  contest,  which  it  was  the  in- 
terest of  both  to  have  decided  by  accom- 
inn:L)tion.  Had  the  noble  duke  purposely 
for«;ottcn  that  t!ie  belligerent  power,  wlu^se 
prowess  he  bad  so  much  extolled>  was 


fcpmppsed  of  subjeicts,  n^m  io  oftsa  rebdr 
lion  ^guin^  the  paretit  state  ?  Id  propor» 
tioD  lis  the  Americans  were  more  capobii^ 
of  resistance,  the  virtue  of  abstaining  froo) 
fsuch  an  unjustifiable  conduct,  wooQ  hsii^ 
been  more  conspioious.  To  extd,  tboep 
fore,  the  power  of  tlie  colomsts,  vas  oeij 
to  heighten  the  degree  of  their  guilt,  i^ 
exerting  that  power  f^inst  the  very  statfs 
which  had  aSbrded  them  protection  tbrQu§^ 
an  9ge  of  infancy,  and  bad  ourtured  theit 
to  manhoods  ^t  the  expence  of  blood  aa4 
treasure^— The  nMe  lord  adverted  to  9 
question  which  bad  been  propounded  to 
Mr.  Penn,  respecting  "  the  silence  of  the 
Secretary  of  Stajte  for  the  colonies,  wheii 
the  Petition  frpip  the  Congress  to  the  Kiac 
wa3  delivered  for  preseotation."  It  hi 
been  remarked,  with  some  degree  of  sor« 

Crize,  that  nqt  9  syllable  of  answer  hai 
.  een  returned.  Wfis  not  silence  iu  laal* 
ters  of  ito  nature  perfectly  conforimibis 
to  the  usage  of  ciQice  ?  Was  it  no(  pi  fiH 
of  pptqrjety,  that,  the  King  is  not  exftectol 
to  give  an  ansf?er  to  any  petition,  uokfi 
prpaented  ip  bin?  qn  the  throne.  It  woold 
pave  been  highly  indecent,  therefore,  ia 
the  secretary,  to  have  given  an  aosver 
unauthorised.  If  the  silence  was  constr^Bl 
into  a  disapprobation  of  the  Petitioo,  it 
was,  in  the  noble  lord's  opinion,  a  rerf 
justifiable  construction.  The  Petitioo,  n 
terms,  was  unexceptionable,  bat  there  vas 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  sottoeg 
of  the  language  was  purposely  adopted  to 
conceal  the  most  traitorous  designs.  Vi 
it  become  the  offending  party  to  dictste 
the  terms  on  which  peace  wovild  be  to 
cepted  ? 

The  Earl  of  Sbelbume  began  with  ob- 
serving, that  this  was  not  a  time  to  eots 
iuto  the  conduct  of  the  Americans  00  th^ 
one  hand,  or  that  of  ministers  on  the  other; 
yet  he  could  pot  think  it  pojBsible  but  tint 
a  day  must  come,  when  the  cond^ct  tt 
ministers  would  be  enquired  into.  For 
the  arrival  of  that  day  his  loriisbip  re- 
served himself;  in  the  interim,  he  csoU 
not  return  to  his  habitation  with  w  ^ 
proving  sense  of  having  discharged  hk 
duty,  without  delivering  those  sentiaieoti 
which,  t^ft&c  makmg  ^p  his  mind  oo  tin 
subject,  he  professed  to  flow  from  tii^ 
principles  of  his  heart.  His  lordship  en- 
tirely  concurred  with  the  motioo;  H 
adopted  the  Petition  from  the  Conffressta 
the  King,  9^  affording  grounds  of  conei* 
liation :  he  closed  with  those  grounds,  wi 
he  thought  administration  should  do  tte 
samei  for  this,  amongst  other  cojgeiiti]^ 
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IK)]M,  lieeiiiiie  ttee  ifnuuDfid  ^  4Si^ 
alteroadve. 

In  his  apprebensioDy  tbere  werie  0tilf 
tro  obsiacles  which  could  be  urged  a§wU 
tbe  mofiioo.    It  might  be  urged  in  the  first 
place,  that  to  jield  to  the  proposal  of  the  \ 
eoloniflU  was  to  give  up  the  point  of  taxa^ 
jtioD.    Id  the  next  place  it  might  be  en- 
sured, as  derogating  irom  the  dignity  oi 
jAriJ^ment,  to  treat  with  an  as8en4)Iy  not 
u^ttliz«d  as  8  congress*    The  first  objec* 
lion  was  nugator)- ;  it  was  not  in  the  order 
of  time  CO  urge  such  an  objection.     The 
point  of  taxation   had   repeatedly  been 

fVen  upy  even  by  the  ministers  themselves. 
0  make  that  an  obstacle,  which  had  been 
^eady  yielded  as  of  no  avail,  was  to  con* 
jure  up  the  phantom  of  an  objection,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  combating  the  substance  of 
troth.  Tbe  right  of  taxation  had,  fnun 
tbe  first,  been  chimerical.  Expedients  to 
obum  an  acknowledgment  of  that  right 
bad  been  several  ways  tried.  Takmg 
pnoney  without  the  consent  of  the  people, 
nu  so  fundamentally  wrong,  that  the  more 
H  consider  it,  the  more  we  roust  be  con- 
riaced  that  we  have  no  right  to  tax  Ame- 
ica.  No  subtlety  of  lawyers  can  subvert 
liis  truth;  nothing  could  be  more  directly 
a  point  thap  the  example  of  Ireland, 
xeland  had  been  the  place  chosen  for  a 
jiftl  of  skiU,  because  Ireland  stood  in  so 
iouiar  a  predicament  with  America,  that 
a  acquiescence  in  tbe  matter  of  taxation 
rould  a^ord  a  precedent  to  ministers,  for 
oercing  America  with  right  on  their  side, 
fet  notwithstanding  all  the  ductile  arts  of 
pvemment;  notwithstanding  the  advan- 
iges  resulting  from  a  great  court  lord, 
lot  over  lord  lieutenant  to  that  kingdom, 
pd  a  itiilitary  secretary,  the  Cooamoos 
BUkl  not  be  prevailed  on  tp  advance  a 
Bgle  step  beyond  the  usual  track.  It 
as  found  impossible  to  persuade  the  ma- 
Igen  of  the  business  to  let  the  term  of 
^lament'  be  foisted  into  the  address  e 
M  but  that  the  advantages  held  out  were 
Nttiderable,  fpr  assurances  had  been 
iven  by  the  servants  of  the  crown,  that 
I  bad  use  would  be  made  of  the  conces^ 
ao.  On  the  contrary,  let  the  American 
fyr  cost  what  it  would,  Ireland  shoidd 
^er  be  called  on  to  contribute  a  shilling 
wards  defraying  the  eicpenoe.  From 
m  it  was  too  plain  who  were  to  be  the 
thappy  sufferers  under  tbe  burthen  <^ 
as  ruinoos  and  unnatural  war.  The  re» 
otion  of  the  proposal  evinced  the  ex- 
foie  cauti#n  of  Ireland  not  to  affi>rd  a 
lioufabl^  pretext  for  Ibe  aitecciae  of  a 


ijpht,  the  (Existence  of  which  the  tarmaHf 
(jbsdaimeil  Hence  the  prepedent,  so  in- 
.4uatrJM>usly  laboured  for,  was  not  so  hap^ 
Ipily  fsreajt^  as  ministiy  .co^ild  have  wished ; 
and  hunce  the  point  of  taxation  had  beei^ 
yielded,  because  the  arguments  of  subtlety 
were  not  sufficient  for  its  support.  Th^ 
point  laf  taxation  having  been  given  up» 
for  what  were  we  longer  to  contend  l  And 
if  there  was  nothing  of  a  substantial  na^ 
ture  for  which  a  contest  should  be  conti* 
nued,  peace  should  be  immediately  em^ 
braced,  as  the  only  eligible  alternative. 

Admitting  the  necessity  of  peace,  wbal 
prevented  but  that  we  should  set  about  tht 
work  of  accommodation  i  Should  the  idea 
of  treating  with  a  Congress  obstruct  pur 
procedure  in  pacific  measures  ?  There  waa 
a  time  when  American  Congresses  werf 
highly  respected  by  government.  Whei| 
lord  Halifax,  Mr.  George  Grenville,  Mr. 
Oswald,  and  other  able  men  sat  at  th# 
Board  of  Trade,  an  American  congress  had 
been  constituted  by  their  advice;  the 
measure  met  their  ideas.  What  wise  men 
once  approved,  deserved  better  treatment 
than  hasty  reprobation.  If  it  derogated 
not  from  the  dignity  of  parliament  to 
treat  with  the  Congress,  it  remained  only 
to  consider  what  were  the  grounds  of 
conciliation  afforded  in  the  Petition  from 
the  delegates.  His  Majesty  was  be>oughl 
*'  to  recall  his  troops;"  which  could  oidy 
be  construed  as  a  prayer  for  the  suspen* 
sion  of  arms.  **  A  repeal  of  sundry  Acta 
were  solicited."  The  Acts  alluoed  to 
could  only  mean  those  which  struck  at  the 
fislieries,  at  the  trade,  and  at  the  Ame« 
rican  charters,  added  to  that  infamous 
Canada  Bill,  whidi  sacrificed  the  law,  the 
liberty,  and  U^  religion  of  England*  to 
French  law,  FreB<%  despotism,  and 
Popish  superstition.  The  Amerioans  had 
talked  of  the  repeal  oi  the  Acts  passed 
since  1768.  The  noble  lord  conceived  this 
prcqiKisition  to  contain  no  more  than  that 
tbe  colonists  wished  for  the  repeal  of  the 
**  barthenapqie  parts  of  those  Acts.''  An 
absolute  and  unconditional  repenl,  it  would 
neither  be  wise  in  the  one  party  to  ask, 
nor  prudent  in  the  other  party  to  grant. 
JSki  far  as  the  custom-house  laws  in  Ame- 
rica were  necessary  to  the  due  regulation 
of  tradOy  and  the  maintenance  of  our  mo- 
B^M»ly,  he  should  be  for  supporting  them. 

Adosining  ministry  thus  tar  advanced  in 
a  plan  of  conciliation  ;  as  a  suspensipn  ci 
hostilities  would  carry  the  appearance  of 
peace,  a  restoration  of  charters  would 
wcwr  the  aipect  of  returning  liberty ;  both 
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measures  would  be  considered  by  the 
Americans  as  evincing  a  desire  of  accom- 
modation. Thus  far,  then,  the  Petition  af- 
forded grounds  of  conciliation.  Were 
these  grounds  adopted,  he  pledged  himself 
to  the  HousCi  that  he  woida  be  answerable 
with  his  life.  Great  Britain  might  after- 
wards dictate  terms  for  herself.  This  pro- 
position surety  met  the  ideas  of  those  who 
were  most  strenuous  in  asserting  the  su- 
premacy of  this  country ;  for  could  there 
be  a  more  exalted  instance  of  supremacy, 
than  that  of  dictating  like  conquerors,  and 
being  obeyed  like  sorereigns  f  The  mis- 
fortune  was,  that  as  in  some  cases  ministry 
supposed  facts  which  were  untrue,  for  the 
sake  of  the  consequences ;  on  the  present 
occasion  salutanr  truths  had  been  aeemed 
fictitious,  lest  their  adoption  should  have 
led  to  the  pursuit  of  conciliatory  measures. 
Acts  which  had  been  passed  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  citizens  of  London,  were 
freauently  prefaced  by  a  preamble,  setting 
fortn,  "  that  in  consideration  of  the  soli- 
citations of  his  Majesty's  faithful  citizens, 
it  had  been  thought  necessary  to  enact  such 
and  such  particulars.''  Such  was  the  recent 
case  of  the  Act  for  the  Adelphi  embank- 
ment, though  the  city  of  London  strug- 
gled against  it,  as  a  violent  proceeding  of 
partiality  to  the  invaders  of  tneir  property 
and  of  injustice  to  them.  To  put  an  end 
to  the  destructive  ravages  of  civil  war,  by 
opening  a  door  of  reconciliation,  ministry 
would  have  been  forgiven,  had  they  sup- 
posed even  a  non- existing  case ;  yet  when 
authentic  vouchers  stared  them  in  the  face, 
they  shunned  conviction,  by  questioning 
the  sincerity  of  those  who  sued  for  peace. 
The  object  of  contention  ought  not  now  to 
be,  whether  we  obtained  the  full  comple- 
tion of  oar  desires ;  but  whether,  in  the 
Siven  situation  of  things,  we  could  pru- 
ently  neglect  such  grounds  of  concilia- 
tion, as  were  afforded  in  the  Petition.  A 
wish  to  conciliate  being  once  evinced,  there 
were  other  plans  which  merited  notice. 
Among  those,  he  could  not  but  five  the 
oreference  to  that  of  the  earl  of  Chatham. 
Nor  was  this  influenced  by  any  private 
motive;  it  would  be  vain  and  preposterous 
in  him  to  insinuate  tha^  his  connection 
with  that  noble  earl  was  any  thing  but  a 
political  one.  The  disparity  of  their  years 
rendered  private  friendship  unattainable. 
He  considered  the  earl  of  Chatham  yet  as 
the  greatest  ornament  of  the  two  Houses, 
in  which  he  had  shone  with  such  unrivalled 
lustre;  the  most  efficient  servant  of  the 
crowuiand  while  he  had  life  in  him,  the 
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nerve  of  Great  Britain.     A  plan  from 
such  a  man,   that   bad  been  mentioDed 
with  approbation  by  one  of  our  most  sn- 
dent  and  respectable  colonies,  Virginia; 
that  containea  the  real  substantial  points, 
without  subtlety  or  refinement,  which  thii 
country  ought  to  aim  at,  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, me  most  eligible.     The  propoah 
held  forth  in  lord  North's  motion,  (difeit- 
ed  of  the  insidioos  purpose  under  whidi 
they  had  been  couched)  would  call  for  st- 
tention.  To  appropriate  the  trade  rereooe 
for  the  support  of  a  colonial  establishment 
was  judicious.    It  interested  the  peopk  is 
the  prosecution   of  their    trade,   and  it 
taught  them  to  inspect  into  the  applicatiaa 
of  their  monies.     Other  plans  bad  been 
framed  by  persons  in  the  other  House,  d^ 
vised  with  ingenuity  and  wisdom ;  pbsi 
to  the  same  purpose  had  bsen  proponl 
without  doors,  which  deserved  atteotioQ; 
for   it  must  be  narrow-minded  bigotiy, 
which  could  suppose  sense  confined  to  tbe 
walls  of  parliament.    But  whenever  miidi* 
try  set  about  conciliation  in  earnest,  they 
would  find  a  very  great  difficulty  in  adjart> 
ing  matters  respecting  the  forces  wbici 
were  to  remain  in  America.    The  late  di^ 
putes  had  engendered  violent  animosities 
on  both  sides.    Time  Only  could  abate  ' 

fervour  of  hatred,  or  meliorate  dislike  i 

esteem.    The  brown  and  red  coats  wooU 
not  consort  together  hereafter,  and  not 
the  stratagems  of  government  would  ra 
strife  subside,  and  mutual  amity  prevaiL 

Talking,  however,  about  plans  of  ooi^ 
ciliation,  when  nothing  conciliatory  w« 
meant,  profited  little.  Ministry  had  pr^i 
determined  on  their  measures,  and  par*^ 
ment  was  only  assembled  to  give  them 
colour  of  legality.  The  doctrine  now 
vanced  by  those  in  office  was,  **  that 
money  should  be  furnished  before 
mode  of  expenditure  was  ascertained.' 
If  ministers  were  questioned,  as  to  "*' 
measures  they  intended  to  pursue,  the 
swer  returned  was,  <'  that  the  King 
concerted  his  measures,  but  they  were 
to  be  divulged.*'  Thus  the  heredti 
counsellors  of  the  nation  were  left  to 
bate  without  information,  or  yield  asi 
to  measures  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the 
kingdom.  Thus  much  only  could  be 
thered :  a  most  pernicious  system  of  i 
fare  was  meant  to  be  pursued:  an  uxmj 
of  70,000  men  was  to  be  raised:  Hao^* 
verians  had  sailed  for  Gibraltar  and  Foii 
Mahon.  The  three  regiments  destioed  to 
Quebec  had  been  happily  driven  back  iota 
Milford-haven :  had   they  pjroceeded  ^ 
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their  voyage,  the^  never  coald  have  reach- 
ed their  destination,  but  would  probably 
ha?e  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  rigour  of  the 
climate  and  a  tempestuous  season.  Had  it 
been  necess&ry  to  send  troops,  they  ought 
Bot  to  have  been  embarked  at  a  season 
vhich  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  tran- 
norts  to  reach  St.  Lawrence  whilst  that 
nrer  was  navigable.  The  noble  lord  at 
|be  head  of  the  Admiralty  had  not  been 
bred  to  the  sea,  consequently  his  negative 
availed  little  against  the  testimonies  of 
maoy  gentlemen  in  the  marine  department, 
who  all  concurred  in  declaring,  *'  that  tlie 
rirer  St.  Lawrence  was  rendered  inna- 
rigabie  by  the  latter  end  of  October,  or 
the  beginning  of  November." 

With  respect  to  the  20,000  Russians, 
bis  lordship  addressed  the  ministers  in  the 
jbDoving  terms :  There  are  powers  in  Eu- 
rope who  will  not  suffer  such  a  body  of 
Russians  to  be  transported  to  America.  I 
ipeak  from  information.  The  ministers 
mow  what  I  mean.  Some  power  has  al- 
tady  interfered  to  s^op  the  success  of  the 
iussian  negociation.  As  for  expecting 
leotrality  from  France,  administration 
:dow  that  their  conduct  towards  France 
lath  not  been  such  as  to  entitle  them  to 
cqui^cence  from  that  quarter.  The 
lodgrave  of  Hesse  hath  few  men  to 
pare.  He  passed  the  auromer  at  Paris, 
jhich  did  not  seem  as  if  he  was  inclined 
>  negociate  with  ua  for  a  subsidy.  The 
lectof  of  Hanover  mav  have  more  men  to 
)are  than  we  have  hitherto  been  taught  to 
bagine. 

But  fairing  foreign  troops  is  not  the  only 
snsurable  measure.  Such  scandalous 
bs  have  prevailed,  as  on  repetition  would 
It  common  honesty  to  the  blush, 
carcely  a  single  day  has  passed  wherein  I 
iTe  not  received  several  letters,  some  from 
iyate  soldiers,  others  from  officers,  all  of 
hich  have  unfolded  scenes  of  singular 
iquity.  The  complaints  against  the 
ludulcnt  practices  of  the  contractors 
id  others  who  serve  the  army,  are  uni- 
irsal. 

Nor  are  jobs  barely  sanctified:  when 
ey  arise  not  naturally  out  of  the  busi- 
w,  an  occasion  is  devised  which  will 
re  rise  to  them.  A  most  chimerical  de- 
pi  was  some  time  since  on  the  tapis.  It 
la  proposed  to  send  light  horse  to  Ame- 
au  i  had  the  curiosity  to  enquire  into 
e  origin  of  so  absurd  a  plan,  and  I  was 
td  there  was  a  precedent  for  the  mea- 
re;  though  I  was  not  informed  who 
[lod  the  precedent,  yet  I  very  well  knew 


of  what  profession  he  was.  I  was  referred 
to  lord  Oxford's  Letter  to  queen  Anne. 
In  that  curious  piece  the  noble  lord 
ascribes  his  misfortunes  to  a  job  of  Uiia 
nature.  The  sum  of  20,000/.  was  charged 
in  an  account  for  an  ideal  project  of  this 
kind.  Lord  Oxford  exclaimed  against 
the  measure,  but  he  was  over-ruled  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  who  roundly  asserted, 
"  that  no  government  was  worth  serving, 
that  would  not  let  them  make  those  ad- 
vantages, and  get  such  jobs."*  How  fiu: 
the  four  last  years  of  queen  Anne's  reign 
bear  an  exact  resemblance  to  the  present 
sera,  must  be  left  to  the  determination  of 
the  impartial  historian. 

The  noble  lord  then  called  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  to  a  few  matters  of  fiMt, 
which  he  said  ought  to  prevail  with  mi- 
nistry to  discontinue  their  hostile  mea- 
sures, and  conciliate  while  conciliaUon 
was  left  to  their  option.  The  army  which 
was  sent  last  year,  and  which  it  was  then 
vainly  boasted  would  look  the  Americana 
into  submission,  had  not  been  able  to  look 
them  in  the  face. 

Attempts  had  been  made  to  enlist  Irish 
Reman  Catholics;  ministry  knew  those 
attempts  had  proved  unsuccessful.  The 
Canadians  liad  been  excited  to  take  a  parfc 
in  the  quarrel ;  they  had  wisely  dechned 
to  interfere  in  the  business.  Ministers 
knew  this  to  be  undeniably  true.  The 
Indians  had  been  tampered  with.  A  trial 
of  skill  had  been  made  to  let  the  savages, 
in  the  back  settlements,  loose  on  the  pro- 
vincial subjects  of  Great  Britain..  Bar- 
barous a&  was  the  measure,  and  cowardly 
as  was  the  attempt,  it  had  failed  of  the 
wished  for  success.  Savage  Indians  were 
not  quite  so  callous  to  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity as  British  ministers.  Eqaally 
fruitless  had  all  attempts  to  divide  the  co- 
lonies hitherto  provea.  America  felt  her 
strength  only  in  proportion  to  her  union, 
and  the  little  paltry  policy  to  multiply 
jealousies  and  create  divisions,  by  guarding 
tlie  coloniists  against  insidiousness,  had 
strengthened  instead  of  weakening  the* 
ffreat  cement  of  union.  Whilst  thus  de* 
feated  on  the  continent,  at  home  adminis- 
tration had  found  themselves  incapable  of 
raising  the  number  of  men  required.  Re- 
cruits had  not  offered  with  alacrity;  officers 
had  not  made  voluntary  tenders  of  their 
services ;   they  in  general  disrelished  the 

*  For  a  copy  of  the  Lord  Treasurer  Oxlbrd'# 
Letter  to  the  Qjieeo,  dated  Jane  9,  1714',  see 
Vol.  6,  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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ttOBfness.  Such  rdaetifiu5e  in  th<M  who 
•re  to  be  instrumental  in  carrring  on  th^ 
messureSy  ought  to  operate  #ith  minisCers ; 
Init  if  under  all  those  disadtrantages,  war 
Was  still  to  be  pursued,  the  catastrophe 
would  be  dreadful ;  <*  the  cord  whh  Ame- 
rica ODce  broken,  there  was  an  end  of  all 
iH^d  of  the  funds.''  The  scheme  of  sepa- 
rating  from  America,  letting  trade  take  its 
own  course,  was  a  wild  and  dangerous 
doctrine*  He  thought  that  ingenious  spe* 
dilations  touching  the  inutility  of  custom- 
bouses  and  regtflations  of  trade,  had  better 
be  left  to  our  rivals.  Our  business 
was  to  adhere  to  practical  rules  which 
times  and  experience  had  establisbed. 
We  were  not  in  a  state  to  make  experi- 
ments. The  trade  of  America  is  mott- 
gaged  to  our  stockhoiders.  It  would  be 
dmionesc  to  touch  it.  The  ministers 
ought  to  know  this ;  and  tremble  at  wfaat- 
eter  hazarded  the  loss  of  our  American 
commerce. 

Hiss  lordship  repneated,  that  if  H  was  just 
to  tax  Amenca,  it  was  eqnidly  so  to  fax 
Ireland.  That  the  latter  was  A  mudi  fitter 
ob|ect  of  taxation  thfti  the  former ;  for  if 
Any  position  could  be*  in&IHUey  it  was, 
that  a  colony  couM  not  be  an  ob)ec|  of  re- 
^nue  while  it  consumed  our  roanofactures. 
This  was  the  case  of  America,  and  not  of 
Ireland.  The  quota  from  the  latter  was 
isot  adequate  to  its  abilities,  though  the 
j^roportioH  was  unequally  distributed ;  the 
rich  were  spared,  and  the  poor  overbur- 
thened.  The  application  of  what  was 
nfised,  so  much  to  the  oppression  of  the 
people,  his  lordship  thought,  would  make 
a  TCComing  subject  of  parliamentary  en- 
quiry and  correction.  lie  declared,  that 
he  had  lived  long  enough  to  know  that  he 
should  eventually  gain  more  by  the  preva- 
lence of  general  justice,  than  any  private 
emolument  could  possibly  compensate : 
and  concluded  with  saying,  that  if  minis- 
tiere  still  persisted  in  measures  which  could 
neither  be  justified  on  the  principles  of 
policy  or  of  liberty,  he  could  only  quote  an 
old  adiage,  which  he  was  sorry  their  con- 
duct verified :  *  Quos  Deus  vult  perdere 
prios  dementar.' 

Lord  Lyttekon  said,  whatever  insinua- 
tions might  have  been  thrown  out  by  the 
noble  duke  who  opened  the  debate,  he 
should  never  be  prevented  from  performing 
bis  duty.  He  was  always  of  opinion,  and 
shmild  ever  continue  so,  that  it  was  re- 
bellion in  any  port  of  the  British-  empire 
t»  resist  the  supreme  legislative  authority 
of  this  country  $   and  &o  ministera  who 


had  verted  theikiselves  so  aUy  in  sappoit 
of  it,  had  acted  with  perfect  wisdom,  and 
on  the  soundest  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution ;  ihat  he  was  so  well  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  what  he  now  advanced,  tbst 
be  eonld  not  attribcite  the  opposition  giten 
to  the  just  claims  of  the  supreme  pover  cC 
the  state,  by  several  noble  lordb  in  oppoa* 
tfon,  to  any  thing  but  a  profest  design  to 
surrender  the  riehts  of  the  British  psrlii' 
ment,  and  transfer  them  to  America.  Hii 
lordship  animadverted  on  the  evidescs 
given  that  day  at  their  bar,  which  fe 
should  not  hesitate  to  call  a  partial  en> 
dence ;  for  with  aU  the  caution  with  wlndb 
Mr.  Penn  guarded  his  expretsians,  he  i» 
vertheless  betrayed,  throughout  the  tAxh 
of  his  examination,  die  strongest  indies 
tiona  of  the  grossest  prejudice.  He  cooH 
even  contradict  him  miaself,  upon  a  noi 
respectable  authority,  a  gentlenum  of  Ul 
acquaintance,  who  possessed  10,OODscrtl 
of  land  in  the  province  of  New  EogiiDd 
afone,  and  who  assured  him,  that  the  pei^ 
pie  of  that  province  were  full  of  alefeloB|^ 
repid>iican  spirit,  which  would  neter  ol 
rooted  out,  till  they  wefe  compelleif  It 
bow  under  the  fofl  force  and  weight  A 
constitutional  government,  to  which  itsil 
notorious  they  were  so  averse :  dii 
through  the  same  dhannel  1^  h 
they  were  no  less  hostile  against 
cfaical  goremment,  (!han  agamst  the 
of  fihe  Britbh  parfiament.  While  m 
prosecution  (^  this  enquiry,  he  Ii 
what  had  been  often  asserted  by  his 
jesty's  ministers,  that  numbers  soft  , 
under  the  tyranny  end  rebelfioos  forces 
a  faction,  and  the  terrors  of  peno&si^^ 
juries  or  attacks  on  their  property, ' 
been  compelled  to  unite  in  measures 
their  souls  abhorred.  For  when  he 
proposed  to  this  gentleman  to  be 
at  their  lordships'  bar,  he  earnestly 
treated  to  be  excused;  for  the 
quence  of  such  an  examination.as 
as  an  account  of  it  reached  New 
would  be  the  total  destruction  of  his 
perty,  and  proscription  of  his  person, 
among  many  other  reasons,  was  one 
he  was  induced  to  believe  that  Mr.  ^^^^ 
evidence  was  partial ;  but  supposing  'm  M 
been  otherwise,  what  was.  the  p^HP^^ 
this  day's  motion,  but  that  the  sctiofAf 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  its  repesiaf 
addresses  to  the  throne,  his  Majesty's  ofll 
most  solemn  declarations,  were  to  be  ag 
perseded,  in  order  to  make  way  to  <i< 
commands,  not  addresses,  of  the  rebelfegi 
Americaasi  Those  audacious  iebeli|«v  { 
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tame  and- endeavoured  to  impose  on  his 
Majesty  with  insidious,  traitorous,  false 
expressions  of  loyahy  to  him,  and  of  obe- 
dience to  the  British  parliament,  while 
tbey  in  the  same  breath  appeal  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  abuse 
the  parliament,  deny  their  power,  invite 
their  fellow-subjects  to  make  a  common 
cause  of  it,  and  thus  at  once  endeavour  to 
iovoive  every  part  of  this  great  empire  in 
Hie  general  scene  of  rebellion  and  blood- 
ibed,  in  order  to  resist  that  very  parlia- 
aent  for  which  they  pretend  to  profess 
iDch  perfect  obedience  and  submission. 
Are  these  the  men  you  would  treat  with  ?  Is 
jiis  the  cause  the  pretended  friends  of  this 
KMintry  would  endeavour  to  defend  ^  or 
rould  you,  by  agreeing  with  this  motion, 
dinqaish  your  domination  over  those 
lorst  bf  rebels,  and  tamely  submit  to 
lansfer  the  seat  of'  empire  from  Great 
tritainto  America? 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  reprehended 
be  last  noble  speaker  in  very  severe  terms, 
'or  the  improper  liberties  he  had  taken 
rith  such  of  their  lordships  as  differed  in 
pDion  from  him,  by  charging  them  with 
t  design  to  surrender  the  liberties  of  their 
MiDtry  to  America;  such  imputations, 
IS  affirmed,  were  aimed  at  the  freedoiq 
i  debate:  they  were  jnde<ient;  they 
nere  unparliamentary ;  they  deserved  the 
Mrked  displeasure  of  the  House ;  and  he 
raold  venture  to  affirm,  they  were,  as  ap- 
iied  an  the  present  occasion,  not  true. 
b  said,  however,  he  was  not  surprized  at 
ine  of  the  circumstances  attending  his 
trdship's  speech.  They  suggested  occur- 
ences, thoujgh  not  very  unexpected,  yet 
itter  out  ofthe  common  road ;  but  how- 
Hx  that  might  be,  he  would  venture  to 
Nert,  that  his  lordship's  conduct  on  the 
nt  day  of  the  session  would  not  shortly  be 
Mgotten.  His  grace  besides  entered  into 
general  view  oi  the  question,  and  made 
Kf eral  observations  on  the  folly  of  involv- 
ig  this  great  empire  in  all  the  certain  ex- 
ence  and  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  without 
Bf  one  single  advantage,  pow  the  claim 
I  taxation  had  been  reHnquished  as  to- 
^impracticable. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  observed  on  the 
atrcity  of  recruits,  that  from  his  own 
sowledge,  there  was  a  backwardness 
tevailed  amongst  the  people  to  enlist 
k  those  regiments  destined  for  America, 
k  fact  being  .admitted,  the  real  disposi- 
lonofthe  people  was  at  once  apparent, 
od  the  prevalent  inclination  of  the  mass 
f  Ihe  people  was  a  certain  criterion,  which 
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should  determine  the  conduct  of  minis* 
ters.   . 

Lord  Cathcart  professed  himself  to  be 
so  totally  unconnected  with  men,  and  so . 
entirely  unprejudiced  as  to  measures,  that 
could  he  conjecture  the  party  roost  likely 
to  promote  the  real  welfare  of  the  empire, 
he  would  join  in  support  of  their  plans* 
Much  had  been  said  abojat  peace,  and  the 
debilitated  situation  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  urged,  to  evince  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  accommodation.  Admitting  Eng- 
land to  be  in  the  worst  plight  imaginable, 
the  noble  lord  recollected  a  period  when 
her  distresses  were  equal.  Although 
many  peers  in  the  House  might  remember 
the  cebellion  in  1745,  the  noble  speaker 
had  at  that  time  drawn  his  sword  against 
the  rebels.  Their  successes  at  Derby  had 
thrown  the  kingdom  into  consternation: 
the  whole  interest  of  the  country  was  as- 
semblaged  in  one  stake,  and  risked  on  the 
event  of  the  battle  of  Culloden.  Happily 
the  casualties  of  war  turned  out  favdiirable 
for  England.  But  what  contributed  most 
to  the  welfare  of  the  empire  ?  The  assis* 
tance  so  willingly  afforded  bv  alt  ranks  of 
people.  Ministry  acquired  vigour;  in 
propoi^tion  as  they  were  entrusted  with 
power.  A  tone  of  firmness  strength- 
ened all  their  measures ;  and  thus  by  one 
decisive  stroke,  England  was  snatched 
from  destruction;  the  machinations  of 
France  were  overturned,  and  the  Pretender 
(a  tool  to  France^  was  obliged  to  flee  from 
that  country^  which  he  had  been  taught  to 
consider  as  his  patrimonial  refuge.  The 
same  efforts  of  tn^  people,  in  support  of 
government,  would  at  this  time  prevail* 
Ministry  should  be  assisted,  not  impeded 
in  their  measures. 

The  Eari  of  Sandinich  defended  lord 
Lyttelton.  He  said  whoever  opposed  the 
present  system  of  measures  pursued  by 
administration  respecting  America,  were 
in  fact  about  to  surrender  the  right  of 
parliament  to  its  rebellious  subjects.  *He 
was  the  oldest  peer  in  that  House,  at  least 
the  peer  who  nad  sat  lopgest  in.it,  and' 
might  of  course  be  presumed  to  be  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  its  orders  and  usages. 
He  flattered  himself  he  was,  and  could 
assure  their  lordships,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  words  but  what  mi^ht  \)p  fully 
justified;  there  was  nothing  in  them 
deserving  the  severe  animadversion  made 
on  them  by  the  noble  duke :  for  they 
were  in  every  respect  parliamentary,  and 
consonant  to  tiie  modes  of  expressioa  s 
adopted  in  that  House.    When  the  noble 
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lorda  on  that  side  tell  the  members  of  ad- 
ministratioD,  that  they  are  corrupt,  incapa- 
ble,  or  inattentive,  that  they  have  formed 
the  very  worst  designs  against  the  liberties 
and  constitution  of  their  country,  we  never 
on  this  side  rise  up  to  tell  them  that  this  is 
unparliamentary  and  indecent ;  tio,  we  en- 
deavour to  convitice  them  of  their  mistakes 
by  defending  ourselves  and  refuting  their 
cfiarges  j  and  shall  we  in  return  be  pre- 
cluded from  charging  their  lordships,  not 
with  an  act  of  criminality ;  for  I  contend 
that  the  words  may  otherwise  be  fairly 
and  obviously  explained.  I  may  tell  any 
noble  lord  in  this  House,  that  he  is  surren- 
derfaig  the  rightsiof  parliament,  while  I  di-* 
rectly  acquit  him  of  any  such  intention. 
I  shall  never  stand  by  and  hear  such  a  i 
doctrine  maintained,  without  endeavouring 
to  detect  its  fallacy.  *  I  therefore  think,  so 
far  from  reprehension,  the  noble  lord  de- 
serves commendations  and  thanks,  both 
from  your  lordships  and  his  country,  for 
so  ably  defending  anfd  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  British  parliament,  and  the  supreme 
legislative  authority  of  the  mother  country. 
1  think  I  never  before  heard  such  a  speech 
delivered  by  any  body,  and  I  am  proud  to 
testi^  my  perfect  approbation,  by  aflSrrti- 
ing.  It  was  the  finest  ever  delivered  within 
these  walls.  His  lordship  observed,  that 
the  noble  lords  in  opposition  might  be  very 
sincere.  They  might  iniligine,  that  the 
only  method  to  secure  the  power  and 
grandeur  of  Great  Briuin,  would  be  to 
render  America  independent;  but  he 
hoped  their  lordships  would  excuse  him 
from  supposing  that  their  zeal,  however 

Senuine,  nad  hurried  them  such  extraor- 
inary  lengths,  or  into  such  a  scene  of  ob- 
stinate  ai^d  invincible  error:  and  permit 
him  to  attribute  those  extravagant  doc- 
trines to  their  true  cause,  a  mere  struggle 
for  power.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  they 
had  proved  too  successful  in  their  endea- 
vours, and  by  the  unnatural  encourage- 
ment they  had  given  to  the  absurd  mon- 
strous claims  of  our  rebellious  subjects  in 
America,  had  made  what  first  must  have 
been  the  inevitable  consequence  of  unani- 
mity, now  appear,  if  not  hazardous,  at 
least  difficult,  alarming,  and  expensive. 
Such  a  struggle  might  attain  the  main 
object  for  which  it  was  set  on  foot ;  but 
be  begged  leave  to  remind  their  lordships, 
that  although  they  should  prevail,  and 
thereby  supplant  the  present  administra- 
tion, they  must  take  such  a  victory  with 
all  its  consequences ;  they  must  at  once 
render  up  the  rights  of  this  countiy  into 


the  hands  of  the  colomsts;   thej  mak 
disgrace  and  lower  it  in  the  ejes  of  si 
Europe ;  and,  to  complete  the  inwle,  thty 
must  consent  to  the  total  destmctioD  of  ib 
commerce.     His  lordship  next  amnisd- 
verted  on  the  language  of  the  noble  Mi 
on  the  opposife  side ;  that  Great  Brilni, 
as  the  first  step  towards  a  condGslioD, 
should  determine  on  certmn  specific  tenni 
which  she  is  willing  to  agree  to.    Letoi, 
said  his  lordship,  see  what  tins  Issgoiie 
means.    I  dare  say  there  are  many  ndiie 
lords  in  this  House,  who  have  setred  Ui 
Majesty  abroad  in  the  capecitr  of  fiwqi 
ministers :  I  think  I  see  several  this  imal 
myself.    I  believe  the  ncMe  duke  vte 
made  the  motion  was  among  the  nunbci^ 
and  has  of  course  some  knowledffe  of  Ai 
arts  of  negociation :  I  shall  thermre  tisi 
to  their  knowledge  of  what  I  am  sboot  It 
offer  on  this  head.    Supposing  then,  thft 
Great  Britain  and  America  were  two  i^ 
vereign   independent  states,  treating  ss 
equal  terms :    what  is  the  mode  thst  csi* 
torn  prescribes  in  such  cases,  but  thst  oi^ 
tain  preliminaries  are  first  agreed  on,  sil 
then  a  suspension  of  arms  takes  plseif 
What  is  it  that  is  contended  for  vj  At 
present  motion   and   by  its  sopporMt 
begin  with  a  suspension,  and  then  proced 
to  treat  on  preliminaries.    This,  surely,! 
a  new  mode  of  negociation,  stRrh  a  iMcl 
will  venture  to  say,  as  never  entered  Bi 
the  head  of  any  man  in  the  least  aor  ~^ 
ed  with  public  business.    I  would 
fore  seriously  recommend  it  tothebrodi^ 
ers  of  this  species  of  treaty  making,  eUn 
to  peruse  proper  books  before  they  t^ 
expose  themselves  on  that  subject,  orfrt> 
cure  some  of  theur  literary  friends  Xo^ 
lish  something  in  its  defence.    BendOiM 
us  apply  this  doctrine  to  the  esse  ' 
diately  before  us.    America  is  not 
ly  prepared  to  resist  our  odwer ;  or  if  i 
be,  she  is  still  desirous  or  renderingk^ 
self  stronger.    Suspend  your  oper  '^ 
and  you  fomtsh  her  with  the  veiy 
of  rising  in  her  demands,  if  not  oftod^ 
disclaiming  all  dependence  on  diisoomM 
This  I  look  upon  to  be  the  fiur  nstsiS 
consequence  of  what  has  come  reoaa* 
mended  by  the  noble  supporten  of  Afe 
motion.    When  I  had  the  honour  of  bd^ 
an  instrument  employed  in  restoring  pestf 
to  Europe  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  i748|I 


own  I  acted  in  a  very  different 
from  that  now  recommended.  7^  ^ 
step  I  took,  was  to  agree  on  certain  prti^ 
minaries,  previous  to  a  suspension  of  snsi 
Those  preliminaries  were,  that  the  Ri^ 
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litttf  qn  our  part,  who  were  on  their  march 
kojain  us,  should  halt  in  the  place  that 
the  earliest  courier  should  be  able  to  meet 
(bent.    On  the  other  hand,  France  was  at' 
the  same  instant   obliged    to    disband 
37)000  of  her  troops,  a  force  supposed  to 
be    equal   to'  our    Rusaiap    auxiliaries. 
Again,  we  were  to  give .  up  Louisburgh, 
and  tbey  to  withdraw  their  troops  from 
four  of  the  frontier  towns,  which  tney  had 
ID  tbe  course  of  the  war  acquired  by  their 
Inns.    I  remember  a  circumstance  which 
happened  then,  not  inapplicable  to  the  at- 
tempt made  this  day ;  tnat  was,  to  grant 
|be  suspension,  and  permit  them  to  retain 
Ae  frontier  towns  till  an  actual  account  of 
Xouisburg  being  delivered  up  was  receiv- 
id.   But  I  was  too  cautious,  and  by  re- 
listing the  proposition  in  its  first  appear- 
^ce,  was  fortunate  enough  to  succeed, 
laough  the  whole  negbciation  had  like  to 
Ittve  miscarried,  for  certain  secret  reasons 
vbich  I  am  not  permitted  to  disclose ;  and 
ioost  have  done  so,  if  a  peace  had  not, 
M  it  were,  at   lengtli   fallen  from  the 

tads.  The  noble  earl  (of  Shelburne) 
Dusinforo^ed  your  lordships,  I  will 
M)t  say  designedly,  on  three  material 
^ts.  He  says,  the  river  St.  Law- 
Voce  is. fi-ozen  up  in  October.  I  con- 
ead,  it  is  not ;  ana  that,  on  the  authority 
ifoneof  the  ablest  navigators  this  coun* 
ry  ever  bred,  sir  Francis  Drake  himself 
lot  excepted*  The  person  I  mean  is  cap- 
pin  Cook,  who  passed  four  winters  in  Ca- 
iida,  and  assures  me,  that  the  river  St. 
4irrence  is  very  seldom  frozen  up  till  the 
liddle  of  December ;  and  that  the  incon- 
enience  of  navigating  that  river  and  the 
e^hbouring  seas,  previous  to  the  time  I 
i*e  mentioned,  does  not  arise  from  the 
Ittiaff  in  of  the  frost,  but  the  heavv  gales 
'am  toe  north  and  north-west;  which  are 
^  monsoons  of  that  part  of  the  world, 
m1  set  in  early  in  the  winter  months, 
lis  lordship  is,  1  believe>  equally  mistaken 
)  to  the  fact  to  whi.ch  his  reasoning  on 
le  above  occasion  was  applied.  Who 
formed  bis  lordship,  that  the  regiments 
luded  to  were  destined  for  Quebec  ?  I 
>w  assure  him,  they  were  not.  As  to 
le  third  allegation,  that  the  army  in 
aaerica  was  to  c<msist  of  70^000  men,  and 
At  20,000  of  them  were  to  be  Russians, 
*'  thought  he  knew  something  of  what 
IS  intended ;  but  he  could  solemnly  affirm, 
vas  the  firat  he  had  heard  of  either  ar* 
■gement.  He  however  saw  no  reason 
^  the  Russians  should  not  be  employed 

amiKariee  now,  as  well  as  in  the  war 


alluded  to.  If  they  were  necessary  then, 
they  might  be  so  now.  The  noble  duke 
who  opened  the  debate,  insisted  that  the 
very  expence  of  carrying  the  20,000  Rus- 
sians to  America  would  amount  to 
500,000/.  He  did  not  doubt  it ;  but  if 
they  were  to  march  by  land,  it  would  be 
much  more  expensive^— He  should  beg 
leave  to  obviate  the  force  of  one  plausible 
objection  urged  by  the  lords  in  opposition, 
relative  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  re* 
cruits.  He  could  not  answer  for  what 
might  happen  without  his  own  depart* 
ment,  but  he  believed  the  facts  he  was 
going  to  state  applied  equally  to  both  ser« 
vices.  Since  the  orders  for  augmenting 
the  navy  had  been  issued*,  they  had  sea- 
men coming  to  enter  themselves  as  fast  as 
they  could  be  well  shipped ;  by  the  last 
accounts  he  received,  they  amounted  to 
between  20"  and  21,000;  and  he  made  no 
doubt  of  his  being  able  to  complete  the 
whole  28,000  without  pressing.  The  ma«* 
rines  be  had  been  equally  successful  in, 
the  returns  being  on  an  average  of  80  meo 
per  week,  some  120,  and  the  lowest  45. 
So  far,  then,  from  the  vulgar  report,  Aat 
the  people  in  general  were  averse  to  the 
service,  nothing  could  be  more  erroneous  s 
they  languished  for  it,  and,  were  it  neces* 
sary,  he  could  produce  numerous  8ppli«> 
cations  for  an  appointment  on  the  Araeri* 
can  station,  arising  purely  from  a  seal  to 
be  instrumental  in  reducing  those  unnatu* 
ral,  ungrateful,  and  traitorous  resistors  of 
the  mild  government  of  their  most  gra* 
cious  sovereign,  and  the  constitutional 
rights  and  supremacy  of  the  mother  coun* 
try. 

The  Earl  of  ShMume  said,  that  as  to 
the  general  charge  of  misinformation  im* 
puted  to  him  by  the  noble  earl,  he  thought 
his  lordship  would  be  one  of  the  last  inia 
would  venture  to  touch  on  that  ground ; 
because  if  he,  and  the  noble  lords  on  the 
sanoe  side,  were  mistaken,  it  was  the  fault 
of  the  noble  earl,  and  his  brethren  in  office, 
who  compelled  them  to  go  to  the  other' 
House  to  seek  information,  or  pick  it  up 
wherever  they  could  find  it ;  by  withhold* 
ing  from  them  every  degree  of  parlia- 
mentary communication  whatever.  That 
70,000  men  were  to  be  employed,  was  no 
idle,  floating  report ;  for  it  had  originated 
with  the  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
other  House ;  and  as  to  tbe  river  St.  Law* 
rence  being  not  frozen  up  till  the^middle 
of  December,  he  would  not  be  certaiil 
whether  his  |^eral  information  did  not 
indud^  early  ifi  the  moDlb  of  November ; 
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stating  it  on  that  ground,  therefore,  he 
wa8  certain  that  the  person  from  whom 
~he  had  his  information  would  vield  to  none 
In  point  of  experience  and  judgment. 
His  lordship  was  'severe  oh  the  noble  earl, 
for  thrusting  the  nesociations  of  the  peace 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle  mto  the  debate.  He 
imagined  his  lordship's  modesty  in  one 
event,  or  his  prudence  in  the  other,  would 
have  prevented  him.  It  was  very  tender 
ground  to  venture  on,  because  whatever 
opinion  his  lordship  and  his  admirers  might 
entertain  on  that  curious  business,  there 
were  many  odd  kind  of  people  at  this  day, 
and  a  great  majority  of  the  nation  at  the 
timd  of  the  concluding  that  famous  treaty, 
who  thought  the  delivering  so  many  Bri- 

t  fish  peers  hostages  to  ensure  the  faithful 
performance  of  a  treaty,  was  at  once  a 
scandal  to  the  nation,  a  violation  of  the 
dignity  of  the  peerage,  and  a  stigma  on 
the  proposers  of  such  a  measure,  which 
nothing  could  ever  wipe  oiF.  His  lordship 
replied  to  the  representation  of  the  noble 
lord,  relative  to  the  success  that  had  been 
experienced  in  procuring  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, which  he  attributed  solely  to  the  de- 
cline of  our  trade  and  commerce,  that  had 
driven  so  many  seamen  out  of  employ- 
ment ;  that  the  officers  of  the  navy  were 
not  languishing  for  the  service,  he  referred 
to  Che  advertisements  from  the  board 
of  Admiralty,  desiring  the  officers  to  fur- 
nish the  board  with  an  account  of  their 
places  of  abode,  and  threatening,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  strike  them  off  the  Ibt.  On 
the  whole,  he  said,  that  as  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  to  borrow  his  lordship's 
words,  fell,  so  must  the  peace  of  this 
country,  on  the  present  melancholy  and 
alarming  occasion,  fall— from  the  clouds. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  said,  he  should 
not  observe  en  the  word  *  scandalous' 
used  by  the  noble  lord  relative  to  the  giv- 
ing hostages,  for  the  due  performance  of 
the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  for  he  per- 
ceived the  noble  lord  who  had  used  that 
very  improper  expression  was  already 
sorry  for  it ;  and  so  little  did  that  transac- 
tion' deserve  to  have  the  epithet  scandalous 
applied  te  it,  that  it  was  the  action  of  his 
life  froD}  which  he  claimed  the  greatest 
merit ;  to  whioh  he  begged  leave  to  add, 
for  farther  confirmation,  that  there  was  a 
noble  lord  now  present,  (lord  Cathcart) 

(  who  had  been  one  of  the  hostages,  and 
whose  conduct  through  his  whole  life, 
both  public  and  private,  had  to  every  one's 
knowledge,  been  so  full  of  prudence  and 
prosperity,  that  nothing  would  have  pre- 


vailed upon  him  to  have  accepted  a  coo* 
mission  of  that  sort,  without  the  stroogest 
conviction  that  it  was  necessary  to  the 
essential  interests  of  the  nation,  and  con- 
sistent with  her  honour,  as  well  as  bis  oto 
dignity  as  a  peer. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  modoa 
27 ;  Proxies  6^;  Against  it  60 ;  Proxies  96. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  rtaaMg  ike 
Land  Tax  to  Four  Shillings  in  the  F<md»] 
Nov.  13.  The  9 ouse  being  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Lord  Norths  after  briefly  stating  some 
of  the  public  accounts,  spoke  of  the  ns' 
cessity  of  quelling  the  disturbances  is 
America,  remarked  on  theexpenceoftiiii 
measure,  and  then  on  the  proprie^aai 
expediency  of  applying  to  the  landed  ges* 
tlemen  for  their  support,  at  a  time,  wliei 
the  other  resources  of  the  state  weie  is* 
competent  to  the  purpoae.  He  therefiie 
moved.  That  the  land-tax  for  1776  be  fim 
shillings  in  the  pound.. 

Sir  Joseph  Mtembey  said  the  Ametm 
war  was  unnecessary  and  wanton ;  and  it 
was  difficult  to  determine  n^iether  it  mi 
most  founded  vi  folly  or  injustice. 
-  Mr. «/.  Johnstone  said,  that  however  ifr 
acquainted  he  might  be  with  parUsnes- 
tary  proceedings,  he  had  obaerved,  suns 
the  commencement  of  the  present  sesaos, 
it  was  expected  by  the  friends  of  adflunli* 
tration,  tnat  no  proposition  of  theirs,  ho^ 
ever  wild,  -extravagant,  or  novel,  shooH 
be  questioned.  This  to  him  was  a  net 
extraordinary  procedure,  nor  could  he  Ml 
to  what  end  parliament  assemUed,  if  ^ 
only  assembled  to  vote,  not  to  delibersl^ 
He  hoped,  however,  for  the  sake  of  i^ 
pearances,  that  the  minister  would  stssf 
forth,  when  he  came  to  denmnd  the  jdMc 
money,  and  tell  the  Houae  to  what  p0> 
poses  he  really  meant  to  apply  it. 

Sir  George  Yon^e  moved  an  amendmo^ 
that  it  should  be  Uiree  shillings  uisteidtf 
four. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  said,  though  the  ka^ 
tax  was  a  tax  the  easiest  cdlected,  tv 
gave  the  minister  the  least  infioenoe  in  ill 
mode  of'  collection ;  yet  no  considentifls 
of  convenience  could  balance,  what  It 
felt  on  the  present  occasion,  when  aflt 
only  the  treasure  and  blood,  but  the  h^ 
nour  of  the  nation  were  sacrificed,  tatti 
traitorous  and  despotic  designs  of  a  jaot^ 
carried  into  execution  by  the  ""**  !J* 
principled  prostitute  tools  that  ever  dfr 
graced  this  country. 

Mr.  Vyner  said,  he  had  hitherto  lap 
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ported  ttie  measures  of  the  miDister  respect- 
ing America,  though  he  condemned  the 
iotrodaciog  foreigners  into  anj  part  of  the 
dofflinions  of  Great  Britain,  without  the 
previous  consent  of  parliament.  Standing 
thus  affected,  when  the  motion  for  the  re- 
eotnmitment  of  the  Address  was  made,  as 
he  approved  of  the  great  line  sketched  out 
in  the  Speech,  he  found  himself  under  a 
necessity  of  voting  for  that  measure.  The 
vote,  however,  he  gi^ve  on  that  occasion, 
was  a  conditional  one ;  it  was  on  the  sup- 
position that  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  was  to  be 
oroaght  in,  in  order  to  legalize  that  un- 
constitutional manner  of  introducing  those 
troops.  In  a  few  days  after,  a  Bill  of  In- 
demm'ty  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  first 
tiffle,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time;  but  a  fortnight  had  since  passed, 
afid  he  never  heard  a  syllable  more  con- 
cerning it.  His  reason  for  rising  was,  to 
airare  the  minister  of  his  support,  and 
ebeerfolly  to  agree  to  the  proposed  reso- 
lution, provided  his  lordship  kept  his  word 
with  bis  best  friends.  He  oeg^fed  his  lord- 
ship to  tell  him  whether  the  Indemnity 
Bill  was  in  being,  or  whethef  it  had  been 
starved  or  stifled,  or  had  its  throat  cut  in 
the  cradle,  which  in  his  opinion  would  be 
enie),  as  he  bad  understood  since  it  came 
to  be  first  mentioned,  that  he-  was  pleased 
to  own  it  for  one  of  his  own  children. 

Lord  I^orih  replied,  that  the  child  he 
teemed  to  be  so  solicitous  about,  was  safe 
4om  all  the  accidents  he  affected  to  dread 
so  much  V  and  he  woiild  move  to-morrow 
to  have  the  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  WiUiam  Wake  observed,  the  minister 
cones  with  a  Bill  in  one  hand,  and  tells 
you  very  seriously,  that  he  has  framed  it, 
ne  has  presented  it,  but  when  it  is  past, 
Ik  will  signify  no  more  than  so  much  waste 
p>per ;  for  it  is  granting  a  pardon  for  no 
crune;  and  indemnifying  a  man  against 
Ub  itfdinatioD  and  his  judgment. 

Lord  North  said  he  never  sought  to 
•hield  his  public  conduct  by  anmct  of  par- 
^ent ;  and  the  more  so  on  the  present 
^^ocasion,  because  he  entirely  rdieo  on  the 
purity  of  his  intentions.  Other  gentle- 
nen,  however,  happened  to  be  of  contrary 
sentiments,  to  whose  opinions  he  wished 
to  pay  every  reasonable  degree  of  respect. 
It  was  to  meet  the  ideas  of  those  gentle- 
men be  took  upon  him  to  frame  and  sup- 
port such  a  Bill ;  and  he  was  resolved  to 
w)  all  in  his  power  to  carry  their  ideas  into 
execution. 

Mr.  Bip^g  congratulated  the  Country 
t^tlemen  on  the  additional  riiiUiDg  hmd*- 


tax,  as  the  first  happy  fruits  of  American 
measures. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  that  it  reauired  but 
little  foresight  last  year,  to  propnesy  as  he 
had  done,  that  if  the  ruinous  system  of 
American  measures  continued,  our  land- 
tax  must  be  raised  to  four  siiilllngs.  He 
wished  that  bis  present  fears  might  prove 
in  the  event  less  well-founded,  but  he  saw 
no  probability  of  the  land-tax  being  ever 
reduced  below  four  shillings.  Instead  of 
the  promised  revenue  from  America,  we 
shall  find  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  our 
land,  to  pay  for  unjust  and  iU-executed< 
measures,  it  requires  but  a  very  slight 
accumulation  of  debt,  a  very  trifling  loss 
upon  the  revenue,  to  make  a  three  shilling 
land-tax  with  the  sinking-fund  insufficient 
for  the  ordinary  peace  establishment. 
The  land  tax  at  three  shillings  added  to 
the  annual  malt-tax,  produce  net  about 
1,900,000^.  The  sinking-fund,  upon  an 
average  of  seven  years,  about  2,MO,000/. 
The  profit  upon  an  annual  lottery  150,000/. ; 
altogether  making  about  4,550,000/.  The 
annual  rate  of  expence  from  1768  to  1774, 
upon  an  average,  including  the  annual  in- 
crease of  the  navy  debt,  has  been  about 
4,150,000/.  As  sooti  as  the  difference 
between  our  annual  income  and  our  an- 
nual expences,  which  is  but  about  400,000/* 
is  lost  by  falltng  off  of  the  revenue,  or 
swallowed  up  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
enormous  dents  which  are  now  contract- 
ing, it  follows  unquestionably,  that  wO 
must  require  the  additional  shilling  upoii 
land,  to  support  even  the  peace  estabhsh- 
ments,  whicn  we  have  hitherto  mentioned* 
As  a-foretaste  of  the  losses  to  be  expected 
in  the  revenue,  one  branch  is  gone ;  the 
revenue  on  tobacco.  The  produce  of 
that  is  nearly  300,000/.  besides  all  the 
profit  of  the  trade  and  commission.  This 
cuts  deep  into  the  400,000/.  surplus  just 
now  stated.  How  many  times  300,000/. 
may  be  cut  off  from  the  revenue,  when  the 
fatal  influence  of  these  measures  come  to 
be  felt,  in  every  branch,  and  throughout 
the  whole  circuit  of  our  commerce,  snould 
be  matter  of  the  most  alarming  apprehen- 
sion. In  the  next  place,  for  toe  debts 
that  we  are  so  blindly  contracting,  they 
will  probably  be  kept  out  of  the  public 
sight  as  long  as  possible,  but  they  must 
come  out  at  last.  The  navy  debt  im- 
miense.  The  transport  service  perhaps 
greater  than  at  any  period  in  the  late  war. 
And  for  the  am^y  extraoitdinaries,  if  we 
are  to  maintain  an  immense  army,  at  the  • 
distance  of  ^fiOO  miles,  to  be  aopporti^d' 
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with  every  necessary  from  heoce,  who  can 
say  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to  any 
case  hitherto  experienced  ?  Over  and  above 
all  these  losses  upon  the  revenue,  all  debts 
contracted,  and  to  be  contracted,  which 
must  be  supplied  with  the  perpetuity  of 
the  four  shillings  upon  land,  another  an- 
nual charge  has  been  announced  by  the 
noble  lord — a  proposed  augmentation  of 
the  civil  list.  Why  are  ministers  so  ob- 
stinately bent  to  plunge  this  nation  into 
inextricable  perplexities  and  boundless 
ezpence.  Even  upon  the  ground  of  the 
interested  views  of  administration,  if  the 
considerations  of  humanity  and  justice 
have  lost  all  influence  with  them,  let  them 
chuse  deliberately,  whether  they  prefer 
the  waste  and  rum  of  the  public  revenue 
to  procure  the  destruction  of  their  fellow 
subjects;  or,  whether  they  will  cultivate 
the  good-will  of  the  people  o(  England, 
by  providing  those  proper  resources,  by 
which,  without  oppressive  burdens  or  the 
prospect  of  bankruptcy,  they  might  be 
enabled,  upon  suitable  occasions  to  be 
ready  to  testify  their  affections  to  a  gra- 
cious sovereign.  The  continuance  of  the 
American  war,  and  its  consequences,  must 
defeat  the  possibility  of  any  perpetual  aug- 
mentation of  the  civil  list. 

Mr.  Baldmn  said,  he  had  always  un« 
derstood,  the  dispute  with  America,  was 
for  a  revenue  to  be  raised  there  to  relieve 
the  country  gentlemen ;  but  having  since 
heard,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  given 
up,  he  thought  it  was  improper  to  expend 
any  more  money  in  the  contest,  and  there- 
fore  should  be  against  the  noble  lord's 
motion. 

Lord  North  said,  the  hon.  gentleman, 
who  supposed  the  sinking-fund  would  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1776,  be  anticipated 
700,000/.  was  effregiously  mistaken.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  pointed  out  how  much 
more  meritorious  it  would  be  to  pay  his 
Majesty's  debts,  than  squander  away  the 
nationd  treasure  in  acts  of  such  a  nature 
as  would  make  the  most  obdurate  feel  and 
tremble.  He  suspected  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  as  ignorant  of  the  true  disposition 
of  our  gracious  prince,  as  he  was  of  the 
nature  of  the  dispute,  which  he  called  a 
wanton  effusion  of  blood.  I  will  tell  him 
then,  continued  his  lordship,  that  his  Ma^ 
jesty,  like  the  true  father  of  his  people, 
more  asealous  and  anxious  for  their  in- 
terests, their  reputation,  and  their  honour, 
than  his  own,  has  foreffone  every  private 
consideration ;  he  has  lept  back  his  own 
wants,  in  order  to.  make  room  toj:  those  of 


his  country.    Instead,  therefore,  of  re- 
minding parliament  of  his  very  urgent  ne- 
cessities, he  has  only  desired  it  to  take 
care  of  the  general  interests  of  his  subjects 
and  their  own  honour ;  carefully  avddiog  so 
much  as  to  hint  at  his  own  wants  till  the 
great  national  objects  shall  be  first  adjusted. 
The  hon.  gentleman  seems  to  affirm,  with 
ffreat  confidence,  that  the  Virgimans  are 
determined  to  turn  their  toba^  phati- 
tions  into  com  grounds.    I  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  Ask 
from  authority  on  which  I  can  depend. 
They  are  not  so  infatuated  as  to  forego  the 
singular  advantages  they  enjoy  from  thii 
very  beneficial  trade.    He  says,  the  mo- 
ther-country reaps  much  the  larger  part 
of  the  gross  proceeds.  In  this,  he  is  eqoal^ 
mistaken  ;  for,  from  the  b^t  intdligenci 
I  have  been  able  to  gain,  I  find,  that  thi 
profits  are  divided  in  the  proportion  ^i 
seven  to  America,  and  three  to  Eu^aoi 
He  likewise  exaggerates  the  duties  upon 
tobacco,  much  beyond  their  troe  estimate; 
for,  by  the  latest  return,  the  4aty  in  Eaf* 
land  amounts  to  240,000^.  per  ann.  and  a 
Scothmd,  to  20,000/.  per  ann.    Aoother 
hon.  gentleman  is  afraid  the  idea  of  taxiiy 
America  is  given  up.    It  is  true  taxation 
was  the  original  question  with  America, 
but  now  the  dispute    is    much  highv; 
Still  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  soaie  modi 
would  be  adopted  by  which  a  contcilMilitfi 
would   be  obtained   from  America  ani 
brought  into  the   public  treasury  bei<a 
When  his  Majesty's  ministers  said,  thl 
the  idea  of  taxation  was  abandoned,  thqf 
never  intended  by  that  expression  omx^ 
than  that  it  was  abandoned  for  the  preaeal( 
that  is,  that  taction  was  but  a  matter  rf 
secondary  consideration,  when  the  lupis* 
macy  and  legislative  authority  of  thisooua^ 
try  was  at  stake.    When,  therefore,  Ui 
Majesty's  ministers  spoke  in  jthe  psued 
terms  above  alluded  to,  I  would  have  Wf 
hon.  friend  perfectly  understand,  thst  taxa- 
tion  is  not  nor  ever  was  out  of  their  fi^- 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  was  satisfied  lA 
this  explanation. 

Governor  Johnstons  was  for  lord  Nordk^ 
motion,  because  ha^^g  voted  theservioa^ 
ther^  must  be  tnoney  fi»r  their  supperti 
and  the  land-tax  he  thought  the  hi^'^ 
was  the  only  increased  tax  that  was  evtf 
remitted,  whereas  raising  money  in  aiif 
other  mode  has  ever  been  found  to  ben 
perpetual  tax. 

Mr.  r.  Taumhend  was  for  the  motei 
for  the  same  reason ;  that  as  the  vaj 
aod  navy  w^re  TOted  they  owt  ooi  b* 
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starved.  He  obsenred  that  the  American 
war  would  involve  the  ministry  in  so  many 
debts  the  additional  shilling  would  never 
be  taken  off. 

Sir  George  StnOe  said,  he  was  asto- 
fiisbed  to  hear  such  ministerial  language, 
tot  the  first  time,  as  had  that  night  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury ;  that  a  vote  upon  one  occasion 
dioald  bind  in  every  possible  instance  that 
aught  arise.  Snch  a  language,  he  insisted, 
was  unparliamentary.  For  instance,  there 
were  many  gentlemen,  who  at  the  first 
blnsh  of  a  business,  might  have  hastily 
meed  to  measures  of  coercion,  who,  when 
thpy  came  to  consider  the  consequences, 
n^t  be  very  ready  to  retract,  and  be 
gnd  to  return  to  tne  right  path.  His 
general  sentiments  were  well  Known ;  he 
Ahorred  the  idea  of  robbing  the  Ame- 
ficaiis  of  their  liberty ;  but 'supposing  he 
bad  first  been  of  a  different  way  of  think- 
kff  when  he  came  to  support  measures 
with  his  purse,  when  he  came  to  give  the 
enly  true  test  of  his'sentiments,  he  might 
probably  alter  hb  opinion ;  and  whatever 
rae  current  language  might  be  of  a  dis- 
inclination to  burden  their  constitoents, 
be  believed  it  was  one  of  the  most  whole- 
tome  and  constitutional  checks  on  the  re- 
ptesentathe,  that  when  he  bout^d  the  re- 
presented, he  at  the  same  time  bound  and 
Used  himsdf.  He  said  besides,  that]  this 
nethod  of  voting  money  for  services  un- 
known to  the  House,  or  at  least  on  which 
fte3r  hadno  substantial  controul,  furnished 
vonisters  with  opportunities  of  bribery  and 
torruption,  which  were  to  the  last  degree 
&taland  ruinous  in  their  consequences. 

Lord  North  rose  to  contradict  what  he 
termed  a  most  ridiculous  and  absurd  asser- 
tion ;  the  Kinghad  his  revenue,  the  several 
l^rtments  had  theirs;  and  though  it 
Wis  impossible  in  the  nature  of  things,  to 
dieck  tnem  immediately,  yetthe  ensuing 
Nision,  when  the  several  accounts  of  the 
preceding  one  were  made  up,  any  gentle- 
Bttn  was  at  liberty  to  examine  them,  to 
detect  errors  if  there  were  any,  and  to  call 
(be  ministerial  officers  in  their  several  de- 
ptttments  to  account,  and  if  proved  guilty 
of  malversation  in  office,  to  bring  them  to 
condign  punishment. 

Mr.  Inne»  said,  he  was  for  the  4is.  land- 
itx,  as  it  did  not  afiect  him. 

Sir  Joseph  Maxobeif  thought  what  fell 
Irom  the  last  hon.  gentleman  deserved  the 
tttention  ^  the  House.  If  he  was  not  af- 
wed  by  the  land  tax,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  where  his  qualification  was  i 
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The  House  divide  upon  the  amend- 
ment. For  It  47 :  Against  it  182.  The 
main  question  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Duke  of 
(jrqftoH*s  Motion^  respecting  the  British 
Forces  in  AmericaJ^  Nov.  IS.   The  Duke 
oiCrrqfton*  said  he  should  move  an  Ad« 
1 ^ 

^  *<  It  was  not  diffiotilt  to  foresee  that  the 
late  onexpected  conduct  of  tbe  duke  of  Orafton 
would  occasion,  at  least,  one  remove  amoag 
tbe  great  offices  of  slate.  It  was,  however, 
accompanied  with  some  which  were  not  pab- 
licly  tnoaght  of.  Whether  the  unhappy  state 
of  American  affiiirs  had  disgusted  the  earl  of 
Dartmoatb  with  the  office  of  conducting  them, 
or  that  government  imagined  a  more  austere 
and  inflexible  character,  with  their  natural  con- 
comitant a  determinate  conduct,  were  neces- 
sary to  restore  peace  and  order,  however  it  was, 
that  nobleman  now  quitted  the  American  score- 
tarvsbip,  and  receif ed  the  privy  seal,  which 
bad  been  held  by  the  duke  of  Grafton. 

*'  The  arduous  task  of  conducting  the  Ame- 
rican department  was  reposed  in  lord  George 
Sackville  Germaine.  Tbe  principal  attachment 
of  that  noble  lord  had  been  to  Mr.  Grenville. 
AAer  Bffr.  Grenvilte*s  death,  indeed,  he  conti* 
naed  for  some  time  firm  on  bis  former  ground ; 
and  did  not  join  in  that  defeotion  from  the  mi* 
noHty  which  immediately  foltowed  that  event. 
But  he  began  at  length  to  slacken  in  opposition. 
He  fell  iu  with  administration  in  the  proceed- 
ings against  the  East-India  Company  in  1773 ; 
and  took  a  full  and  decided  part  in  all  the  coer- 
cive measures  which  had  been  pursued  against 
the  Americans,  during  the  present  troubles. 
His  connections  with  Mr.  Grenville  probably 
made  bim  support  with  more  zeal  and  stead i-> 
ness  the  highest  claims  of  parliamentary  au- 
thority ;  and  as  he  was  generally  esteemed  a 
man  of  bosineM,  and  an  able  deMter,  he  was 
sought  for  at  a  time,  when  the  extraordinary 
powers  in  the  same  line,  upon  tbe  other  side, 
seemed,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of 
numbers,  not  a  little  to  distress  administration. 
It  will  not^be  conceived,  that  this  appointment 
strengthened  the  hope  or  increased  the  satis- 
fkeiion  of  those  who  held  the  opinion,  that  con- 
ciliatory measures  could  only  bring  the  present 
troubles  to  a  speedy  and  happy  cooclosiou. 

**  At  the  same  time,  the  earl  of  Rochford 
having  retired  from  public  business,  was  suc- 
ceeded as  Secretarv  of  State  for  tbe  Southern 
department  by  lordT  Weymouth,  who  had  con- 
tinned  qut  of  employment  since  bis  resignation 
on  the  affair  of  Falkland  island.  And  a  few 
days  after,  lord  Lyttelton,  who  had  been  diatin- 
guished  at  tbe  opening  of  the  session  by  the 
severity  of  his  strictures  upon  administration, 
was  called  to  tbe  privy  council,  and  appointed 
Chief  Justice  in  Eyre  bevood  Trent.  Lord 
Pelham  was  also  appointed  to  the  great  ward- 
robe, and  lord  Asnbumhami  £.eeper  of  the 
Stole."    Annual  Register. 
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dress  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  desiring*  that 
his  Majesty  would  give  directions  to  the 
proper  officer  to  ky  before  that  House  an 
account  of  ^e  number  of  forces  serving  in 
America  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities.  He  explained  the  reasons 
upon  which  his  motion  was  founded;  and 
aaidy  he  thought  such  a  motion  extremely 
necessary  at  this  time,  when  not  only  the 
nation  at  large  was  kept  in  such  profound 
ignorance^but  even  the  ancient  hereditary 
council*  his  Majesty's  great  constitutional 
advisers,  knew  no  more  of  what  measures 
were  intended  to  be  pursued  than  they  did 
of  what  was  transacting  in  any  foreign 
cabinet  in  Europe.  He  reminded  their 
lordships  of  his  sentiments  on  a  former  oc- 
casion* relative  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  information ;  that  be  did  not  want  to 
know  the  detail*  nor  the  particular  means 
intended  to  be  employed  to  give  their  mea- 
sures success.  He  did  not  want,  in  short* 
cabinet  information*  but  such  as  was  fit  and 
safe  for  ministry  to  disclose*  and  necesssiry 
for  parliament  to  know*  in  order  to  direct 
them  in  their  future  deliberations.  We 
know*  said  his  grace,  that  an  army  was 
voted  last  session ;  we  know  that  an  army* 
such  as  it  was*  commenced  hostilies ;  we 
have  heard*  by  common  report*  that  consi- 
derable reinforcements  have  been  sent 
since  that  period :  we  have  been  informed* 
through  the  same  channel,  that  the  troops 
met  with  a  severe  repulse  in  their  first  at- 
tempt to  subdue  the  natives,  and  that  the 
second,  in  which  there  was  a  kind  of  trial, 
of  skill  and  courage*  was  not  in  its  conse- 

Suences  far  short  of  an  open  defeat.  We 
o  not  want  to  be  told*  that  from  that  last 
action  to  this  instant*  the  royal  army  has 
remained  cooped  up  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton* mouldering  away  by  sickness  and  fa- 
mine* and  almost  daily  waiting  for  its  fate* 
that  of  being  destroyed  or  made  prisoners 
by  a  force  infinitely  superior  ip  point  of 
numbers  and  strength.  In  such  an  alarm- 
ing crisis*  what  are  we  to  do  ?  The  noble 
lords  who  have  the  direction  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils  have  ingenuously  confessed* 
that  they  have  been  deceived.  Apologies 
of  various  kinds  have  been  made :  expla- 
nations have  followed  those  apologies. 
We  have  been  told  of  ill-founded  informa- 
tion* false  reasonings*  mistaken  conclu- 
sions. Oblique  censures  have  been  thrown 
out  upon  the  commanders  both  by  sea  and 
land.  Now*  my  lords*  in  such  a  state  of 
darkness  and  uncertainty*  such  charges* 
such  blunders,  such  mistakes*  such  im- 
pu^d  negligence  or  incapacity*  or  both,  I 


would  hnmbly  8id>mit  to  jaarloMu^ 
judgment,  whether  the  motion  I  am  about 
to  propose  be  not  a  most  necessary  ooe; 
not  as  a  retrospective  one,  implying  the 
least  d^ree  of  censure*  but  merely  caoti- 
onary*  in  order  to  prevent  a  return  of  the 
same  fatal  evils.  I  repeat  again*  that  1  do 
not  desire  to^  know  the  nimiber  of  men 
voted  with  an  intention  of  coroparjog  the 
estimate  with  the  returns;  nor  to  eater 
into  any  enquiry  directed  to  have  the 
wrong  information*  by  which  miDiaten 
hav^  confessed  themsdves  deceived  and 
misled,  traced  to  its  source :  mill  wish  to 
know  is,  that  general  state  of  thiogs*  and 
those  facts,  which,  while  it  will  warn  mof 
the  di£Bculties  we  haive  to  encounter  with* 
will  at  the  same  time  point  out  the  beit 
means  of  obviating  or  suroaounting  tBte. 
That  can  never  be  effected  so  well*  as  h^ 
learning  the  true  state  of  the  force  pi»> 
paring  against  us;  comparing  it  with  oor 
own  abilities  and  immediate  resources* 
and  on  the  whole  coming  to  such  matate 
resolutions^  res|Secttug  future  measures, 
whether  of  coercion  or  condliatioo,  ai 
may  be  best  suited  to  the  dignity*  natiooal 
justice*  and  permanent  interests  of  this 
country.  His  grace  concluded  with  mov* 
ing*  **  That  an  humble  Address  be  pcV' 
sented  to  his  Majesty*  to  desire,  that  ha 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  dii 
proper  officers  to  lay  before  this  Hoo«^' 
the  state  of  the  land  forces  in  North  Al■^ 
rica*.  according  to  the  last  returns*  whidhi 
preceded  the  commencemeat  of  hostilitielj 
there  in  April  last*  specifying  as  well  thiJ 
numbers  or  officers  and  men  efiective  anl-i 
fit  for  duty ;  as  also  their  distribution  it! 
that  time,  with  the  numbers  stationed  iti 
each  post ;  and  likewise  the  numbers  of  j 
land  u>rces*  both  of  complete  regimen^ 
of  drafts  from  other  corps*  and  of  recrdlij 
sent  to  America  since  tnat  time  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  King's  dominions,  sps»{ 
cifyingthe  dates  of  the  diferent  orders  Arj 
each  separate  embarkation." 

Earl  Govoerl    I  rise  thus  early  to  give  i  i 
direct  negative  to  the  motion ;  because  Im 
grace  has  manifestly  proceeded  on  a  nil*' 
take.      He  supposes  this  country  in*' 
state  of  absolute  tranquillity*  wher^  itil 
confessedly  in  a  state  of  war ;  disdon^ 
therefore*  our  plans  of  military  operatiao% 
might  be  productive  of  the  worst  coos^j 
quences.    1  have  it  from  an  officer  of  co^ 
nence  on  the  spot,  that  whatever  measmsii 
are  determined  on  at  this  side  the  waMi' 
are  known  in  the  rebel  camp  much  eariier 
than  any  account  of  them  reaches  chs' 
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Qng'g  amy.  What«  then,  will  be  the 
XK)8eqaence?  But  that  whatever  infor- 
natioa  may  be  brought  to  lieht  by  this 
DotioD,  and  aeferal  others  which  I  dare 
ij  wi]i  followy  if  it  should  m^et  with  your 
ordships^  approbation,  the  rebels  will  be 
pprisM  of.  The  plans  we  intend  to  pur- 
oe  will  thereby  be  made  known »  and  the 
irovincials  furnished  with  the  readier  means 
fdefeating  them.  -  Besides,  I  cannot  see 
rhat  possible  good  this  motion  can  an- 
fer  in  any  light,  even  in  the  strictest 
ooformity  to  the  sentiments  the  noble 
ake  dtfclares  to  profess,  unless  he  makes 
a  leading  (juestion  to  a  string  of  propo* 
tions  of  a  similar  nature,  tending  to  lay 
pen  the  species  of  information  which,  as 
le  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  I  look  upon 
lyself  bound  most  strenuously  to  with- 
Bid.  But,  my  lords,  if  I  have  very  co- 
Hit  reasons  for  rpjposing  the  motion 
Dgly  on  the  ground  1  have  now  stated,  I 
ive  still  stronger  motives  for  opposing  it 
I  principle ;  I  mean  the  dangerous  pre- 
ident  it  might  establish  in  the  further 
logress  of  this  important  business,  that 
^the  legislative  forcing  itself,  and  break- 
g  in  on  the  executive  power ;  a  mode  of 
Hkducting  business,  which  if  it  should 
«r  prevail,  will  totally  obstruct  the  mea- 
res  of  government.  On  the  other  hand, 
administration  is  supported  by  the  con- 
lence  of  parliament,  by  a  proper  depen- 
ioce  and  reliance  that  the  powers  en- 
■ited  to  them  will  be  exert^with  suita- 
t  ability  and  fidelity,  I  make  no  doubt, 
ND  the  present  dispositioir  of  a  great 
mber  or  people  in  that  country,  who 
tat  ooly  to  be  protected  to  openly  avow 
emselyes  the  friends  of  Great  Britain, 
It  this  arduous  affieiir  will  be  finally 
ought  to  a  fair,  happy,  and  honourable 
ue. 

The  £ar1  of  DartmotUh  was  against  the 
itioD.  That  now,  when  it  could  be  no 
Bger  doubted  that  we  were  in  an  actual 
tteofwar,  to  have  the  strength,  num- 
ff  and  destination  of  our  troops  laid 
^  to  the  Americans,  was  such  an  idea 
he  could  not  have  thought  possible  for 
J  noble  lord  in  that  House  so  much  as 
conceive.  He  confirmed  the  assertions 
the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last,  that 
ary  fact  or  information  called  forth  by 
M  motion,  would  be  instantly  transmitted 
America,  and  would  consequently  teach 
Bm  to  rise  in  their  demands  on  one  hand, 
cause  them  to  take  such  measures  of  re- 
tince  as  would  be  most  efiectual  to- 
ffds  defeating  whatever  might  be  deter- 
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mined  on  m  this  country.  He  observed, 
if  the  duke's  motion  was  intended  to  reach 
no  further  than  it  professed,  it  might  be 
answered  with  great  safety,  and  with  very 
little  trouble.  The  number  of  effective 
men  in  each  regiment  was  well  known ; 
the  number  of  battalions  was  17 ;  there 
were  upwards  of  300  sick  in  the  hospitalsj^ 
and  about  800  non-  effective,  which  two 
last  items  deducted  out  of  the  returns,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  complete,  would  give  an 
exact  amount  of  the  troops  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  There  were 
some  detachments  out  at  the  time,  but 
they  were  not  very  considerable ;  so  that 
the  whole  of  the  force,  at  the  time  the  no- 
ble duke's  motion  pointed  to,  might  be 
very  easily  ascertained. 

Lord  Camden.  The  noble  earl  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  (earl  Gower)  and  the  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last,  seem  to  oppose  the 
present  motion  on  two  grounds ;  first,  as 
It  may  be  the  means  of  giving  intelligence 
to  the  pi-ovincials ;  and  secondly,  as  thia 
motion,  should  it  receive  your  lordships' 
approbation,  may  be  productive  of  several 
others  directed  to  the  same  object.  I 
heartily  approve  of  their  lordships'  cautioa 
and  foresight ;  for  I  believe  that  their  lord- 
ships' fears  are  well  founded.  I  dare  say 
the  noble  duke,  should  he  carry  his  first 
point,  does  not  mean  to  rest  his  enquiry 
there,  and  proceed  no  further.  I  rather 
think  he  will  go  on :  I  am  sure  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  both  in  England  and 
America,  required  that  he  should.  The 
noble  lords  have  talked  of  the  accounts  of 
measures  agreed  on  in  this  country,  being 
so  early  known  in  the  rebel  camp.  ^  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  species  of  in- 
formation their  lordships  allude  to.  They 
will  not  say  it  is  parliamentary  information, 
because  no  rebel  camp  existed  at  the  time 
we  last  sat  here,  at  leasts  so  as  to  reach 
it  any  considerable  time  after  parliament 
rose.  If  it  be  cabinet  information,  that  i« 
a  matter  we  are,  it  seems,  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with.  But  there  is  something  ex- 
tremely curious  in  another  part  of  this  ar« 
gument :  the  noble  lords  in  office  tel^  y ou» 
that  by  giving  an  account  of  the  number 
of  troops  in  Boston  and  its  neighbourhood, 
previous  to  the  affiiir  at  Lexington,  we 
shall  furnish  the  rebels  with  intelligence  of 
a  very  dangerous  nature.  What !  Surely 
not,  if  the  rebel  camp  be  so  very  well  in- 
formed ;  much  less  so,  if  the  enquiry  goes 
only  to  a  pomt,  I  suppose  well  known  to 
every  man  this  instant  within  the  province 
of  Massachuaet's  Bay.    Hie  noble  eail^M 
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lately  one  of  hii  Majesty's  secretaries  of 
state^  has  informed  us,  that  we  are  in  a 
state  of  war,  that  secrecy  is  of  course  ne- 
cessaiy.  1  deny  that  we  are.  Peace  is 
still  within  our  power ;  nay,  we  may  com« 
mand  it.  A  suspension  of  arms  on  our 
part,  if  adopted  in  time,  will  secure  it  for 
us ;  and  I  may  add,  on  our  own  terms. 
From  which  it  is  plain,  as  we  have  been 
the  original  aggressors  in  this  business^  if 
we  obstinately  persist,  we  are  ^rly  an- 
swerable for  ^1  the  consequences.  I 
again  repeat,  what  I  often  urged  before, 
that  I  was  against  this  unnaturu  war  from 
the  beginning.  .1  was  equally  against 
every  measure  from  the  instant  the  first 
tax  was  proposed  to  this  minute.  When, 
therefore,  it  is  insisted,  that  we  aim  only 
'to  defend  and  enforce  our  own  rights,  I 
positiyely  deny  it.  I  contend,  that  Ame- 
rica has  Deen  driven,  by  cruel  necessity,  to 
defend  her  rights  from  the  united  attacks 
of  violence,  oppression,  and  injustice.  I 
contend,  that  America  ^  been  indis- 
putably aggrieved.  Perhaps,  as  adomi* 
peering  Englishman,  wishing  to  enioy  the 
ideal  benefit  of  such  a  claim,  I  might  urge 
k  with  earnestness,  and  endeavour  to  carry 
iny  point ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  re- 
aided  to  America,  that  I  felt  or  was  to  feel 
the  efiects  of  such  manifest  injustice,  I 
certainly  should  resist  the  attempt  with 
that  degree  of  ardour  so  daring  a  violation 
of  what  should  be  held  dearer  than  life 
itself,  ought  to  enkindle  in  the  breast  of 
every  freeman.  Here,  my  lords,  I  speak 
as  an  American,  or  as  one  residing  in 
America,  who,  finding  himself  deprivS  o{ 
his  liberty,  and  his  property  attacked, 
would  resist,  and  with  all  nis  might  repel 
the  aggressor.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
living  in  this  country,  and  subject  to  the 
laws  of  it,  I  always  have,  and  I  hope  al- 
ways shall,  pay  a  proper  obedience  to 
them.  But,  my  lords,  pursuing  the  ideas 
of  a  native  American,  or  a  person  residing 
in  that/  country,  what  must  be  the  sense 
they  feel  of  the  repeated  injuries  that  have 
for  a  succession  of  years  past  been  heaped 
on  them  \  To  have  their  property,  under 
the  idea  of  asserting  a  right  to  tax  them, 
voted  away  by  one  act  ofparliament,  and 
their  charters,  under  an  idea  of  the  su- 
preme authority  of  the  British  legislature, 
aweptawayhy  another  vote  ofparliament. 
Thus  depriving  them,  or' rather  claimiiip;  a 
right  to  dispose  of  every  single  shilling 
they  are  worth,  without  one  oCthem  being 
represented  by  the  persons  pretending  to 
•zercise  tbjs  right;  and  thus  stripping 


them    of  their  natural  rights,  growing 
out  of  the    constitution,   confirmed  bf 
charter,  and  recognized  by  e?ery  bnnca 
of  the    l^islature,    without    ezamios- 
tion,  or   even    without  hearing.   I  vOI 
fair^  appeal  to  your  lordships,  if  there 
be    one  among    you   who   codd  v^ 
mit  to  such  mtcJerable  oppresdon;  nty 
further,  if  you  would  not  all  unite  as  one 
man,  were  you  in  such  a  atuation,  to  op- 
pose the  executi<Hi  of  so  lawless  and  on- 
just  a  power.    I  do  not  mean,  my  lord% 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  Dusisoii 
I  reserve  that  for  some  future  day :  I  dtre 
say  I  shall  have  many  opportunities,  audi 
pledge  myself  to  your  lordships,  on  thM 
day,  that  I  will  prove  Great  Britain  bn 
been  the  aggressor;  thiat   America  hs 
only  acted  on  the  defensive,  and  tbst  «m 
I  an  American,  and  wanted  a  proper  sm 
of  the  injuries  attempted  tobeexerdnd 
towards  me,  that  I  should  only  tiunk  dim 
justifiable  so  far  as  I  wanted  spirit  to » 
sisty  and  was  conscious  to  myaelf,  tbsti 
was  undeserving  the  enjoyment  of  any  pa- 
vflegel  that  I  was  mean,  cowardly,  or  ab« 
ject  enough  to  tamely  relinquish. 

Lord  LyHeUont  after  objecting  to  die 
motion,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
the  means  of  conveying  informatioD  to  tbt 
rebels,  remarked  with  some  severity  on  A^ 
conduct  of  the  noble  and  learned  lot 
who  spoke  last  But  if  the  present  motioi 
be  objectionable,  on  the  ground  itnsf 
stands,  unconnected  with  any  oilier,  M 
much  more  tfrongly  oujghtyou  toresiitik 
when  the  learned  lord  informs  you,  tfaflti 
is  to  be  followed  by  several  more  of  s 
milar  nature.  This  bdng  clearly  the 
intention  of  the  noble  duke  who  made 
motion,  I  trust,  if  any  doubt  remained  i» 
lative  to  the  confined  view  of  the  qoefltki^ 
as  it  simply  stands  before  your  lordsfc^ 
that  this  information  will  be  a  sufcien 
motive  with  you  to  reject  it  in  the  fc4> 
stance.  The  noble  and  learned  lord, 
ffressing  from  the  question  imi 
before  us,  entered  into  a  general  rier 
matters  of  a  much  more  important " 
weighty  nature.  His  lordship  tdls' 
that  parliament  were  the '  first  aggreasoni 
that  the  Americans  are  indisputably  f 
grieved.  Is  this,  my  lords,  a  langui^ 
to  be  endured  within  these  walls?  J 

Sou  to  suffer  the  Acts  of  the  British 
iture,  declared  by  thie  King,  Lord^ 
Commons,  to   be  branded   with  ^^ 
every  opprobrious  term  that  can 
be  conceived?    The  noble   and 
lord  tells  you,  that  the  parliaiDcat  «^ 
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icted  uojusdj,  opmsriTely*  nay   Ijran- 
nicanj;  that  the  Americanfliare  justified 
in  tboT  resistance ;  that  if  he  was  an  Ame* 
ricsDi  or  resided  there,  he  would  be  one  of 
the  first  to  resist.    I  will  venture  to  affirm 
to  your  brdshipsy  that  if  he  was  there^  he 
^1d  oot  effect  the  thousandth  part  of  the 
misduefy  we  may  fiurlv  presume,  what  he 
bassaid  this  m  will  produce;  for  you 
Doay  rest  assured!,  that  tnere  is  npt  a  syl- 
lable of  his  speech  that  will  not  set  into 
tlie  news-papers,  and  consequent^  make 
its  way  to  America*     They  will  in  those 
accounts  find  the  speech  of  a  most  learned 
and  eminent  lawyer,  famed  in  his  pro- 
feasion.  confirming  them  in  every  senti- 
aient  of  rebellion  and  resistance  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  mother-country.    They  will 
ind  the    legislature    of  Great   Britain 
diarged  with    tyranny,   oppression,  and 
Qsarpation.    They   will  fina   themselves 
branded  as  cowards,  poltroons*  and  tame, 
abject  slaves,  unworthy  of  the  liberties 
tbey  enjoy,  if  they  do  not  resist    The 
Boble  and  learned  lord,  while  he  sets  up 
to  be  80  strong  an  advocate  for  liberty, 
says  something  I  do  not  well  comprehend, 
ttnlesa  it  be  with  a  view  still  tne  more 
completely   to   blacken    and   vilify  this 
country.    His  lordship  tells  you,    as  an 
overbearing  and  domineering  Englishman, 
be  should  like  to  triumph  and  trample  on 
the  liberties  of  America.    I  do  not  pretend 
to  exactly  say  what  his- native  ifaapulses 
may  be  in  that  respect ;  but  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  that  lie  thinks  very  di&rently 
from  the  majority  of  this  House,  and  the 
majority  of  this  nation ;  neither  of  which 
want  to  invade  the  rights  of  America, 
nuch  less  trample  on  its  liberties.    The 
noble  lord  says,  in  the  same  breath,  that, 
as  an  American,  he  would  resist  such  an 
invasion.    But  as  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
Great  Britain  to  do  the  one,  so  I  trust  she 
will  never  desist,  till  she  obtains  a  full  and 
complete  obedience  and  submission  to  the 
exercise  of  her  constitutional  power.    On 
a  former  occasion,  having  only  said  that 
those  who  were  for  supporting  th^  unna- 
tural claims  of  America,  were  in  fact  sur- 
rendering the  rights  of  the  British  parlia- 
uient  into  the  hands  of  our  rebellious  sub- 
jects ;  I  remember  t  was  called  to  order, 
and  severely  reprehended  by  one  or  two 
ikoble  lords  on  tne  other  side.    In  my  opi- 
nion 1  was  substantially  right;    but  allow- 
iQg  it  to  be  otherwise,  how  much  more 
blame-worthy  is  it  for  the  learned  lord  to 
rise  and  condemn  acts  of  parliament,  the 
l&ws  of  the  land,  and  the  constitutional 


sense  of  the  whole  nation  i  I  trust,  tha 
noble  and  learned  lord  already  sees  the 
impropriety  of  his  conduct,  how  very  un* 
parliamentary  it  is,  how  disrespectful  to 
the  body  of  whic|i  he  is  a  member, 
how  injurious  to  parliament  at  lu-ge; 
but  above  all,  that  he  will  thbk  of 
the  conseouence,  and  in  time  retract  his 
words ;  otnerwise  he  may  be  assured,  those 
mischievous  expressions  will  shortly  be 
echoed  through  all  the  papers,  and  be 
wafted  over  the  Atlantic  to  rebellious 
America  by  the  first  conveyance.  Should 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  refuse  to  re- 
tract, I  shall  be  in  the  judgment  of  your 
lordships,  whether  or  not,  to  avoid  the 
consequence  I  have  pointed  out,  he  should 
not  be  obliged  to  explain  himself,  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  and  established  mode  of 
parliamentary  proceeding. 

Viscount  Dudley.  I  think  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  nas  transgressed  every 
rule  of  debate  I  ever  remember  to  have 
seen  observed  in  this  House.  Not  satis- 
fied with  condemning  the  measures  of  ad- 
ministration in  genenil,  he  tells  you  venr 
plainly  that  America  has  been  oppressed, 
and  Great  Britain  |ure  the  aggressors. 
He  contends  that  resistance  is  justifiable, 
and  that  our  ultimate  views  are  views  of 
tyranny  and  despotism.  This,  I  confess, 
is  speaking  pretty  plainly  ;  but  I  presume 
his  lordship  does  not  mean  by  such  pal-  ^ 
pable  misrepresentations,  to  persuade  us 
to  adopt  his  opinions.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  satisfied,  Uiat  America,  in  this  con- 
test, only  aims  at  independence:  and  that  , 
every  concession  we  may  be  induced  to 
make,  will  only  lay  a  foundation  for  new 
claims.  Much  stress  has  been  la\d  by  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  that  shpuld 
our  present  disputes  with  America  be  spun 
out  to  any  length,  our  manufactures  must 
be  ruinea.  Now,  my  lords,  I  must  inform 
you  of  two  facts ;  one  is,  if  that  were  the 
case,  no  person  would  feel  the  efiecta 
sooner  than  myself;  the  other,  that  no- 
thing of  the  kind  has  been  hitherto  felt,  at 
least  in  my  neighbourhood,  which  is 
deeply  concerned  in ,  the  American  trade. 
I  live  in  the  midst  of  a  great  manufiic- 
turing  country,  the  trade  of  which  depends 
a  great  deal  upon  their  intercourse  with 
America ;  and  yet,  I  can  say,  firom  the 
best  Information,  that  no  stagnation  in 
any  of  the  great  manufactures  has  been 
yet  felt.  It  is  true,  a  want  of  employment 
among  the  nailers  may  possibly  be  a  con- 
sequence of  our  present  disputes  with 
America;  but  if  it  should,  1  trust  admi* 
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nistradoii  will  devise  some  mode  of  alle- 
▼iating  the  miieries  of  men  manifestly  suf- 
fering in  the  cause  of  their  countiy. 

The  Duke  of  RiehmontL    The  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last  has  at  len^  confessed 
that  the  effects  of  our  American  war  be- 
gin to  be  already  felt,  particularly  among 
the  nailers.     It  is  not  many  days  since 
the  same  noble  lord  assured  us  with  great 
confidence,  that  the  manufactures  in  his 
neighbourhood  were  in  a  most  flourishing 
state;    that  the  people  were  fully  em- 
ployed; and  that  new  channels  for  dis- 
posing of  the  commodities  formerly  sent 
to  America  were  happily  opened.    What 
does  his  lordship  now  tell  you  ?   that  a 
stagnation  atieast  in  one  branch  has  com- 
meuced,  and  very  modesdy  desires  admi- 
nistration to  devise  some  means  of  com- 
pensating the  sufferers.    This,  I  must  own, 
nas  to  me  a  very  odd  sound.    We  have 
already  voted  4^.  in  the  pound ;  our  ma- 
nufactures are  on  the  decline,  that  must 
of  course  create  a  deficiency  in  the  funds ; 
the  manufacturers  will  want  employment, 
and  something  must  be  done  for  them.    .1 
think  your  lordships  ought  to  consider  this 
matter  in  a  very  serious  light  before  you 
proceed  a  step  further.    The  noble  earl 
lately  in  office  (lord  Dartmouth)  told  us 
the  last  day  we  met  here,  that  it  was  the 
fixed  resolution  of  administration  to  adopt 
conciliatory  measures.    Now,  what  does 
he  tell  your  lordships  t  That  we  are  in  a 
state  of  war ;  that  secrecy  is  the  life  and 
essence  of  such  a  state;  that  we  should 
studiously  conceal  what  every  body  knows 
in  one  instance,  and  withhold  secrets  firoro 
this  House  lonff  since  grown  stale  in  the 
rebel  camp.    The  principle  which  seems 
to  direct  tne  policy  of  the  noble  lord,  is  no 
less  worthy  of  animadversion.    He  has  no 
information  himself,  his  friends  have  none, 
and  he  will  hear  none.    In  fact,  his  lord- 
ship b  as  careful  to  keep  every  degree  of 
information  from  thi^  House,  as  from  the 
generals  Lee,  Putnam,  or  Washington ; 
for  when  Mr.  Penn  delivered  him  the  Pe- 
tition he  did  not  think  proper  to  ask  him  a 
single  question  ;  when  Mr.  Penh  was  exa- 
mined at  your  lordships'  bar,  his  lordship 
shewed  a  similar  aversion  to  any  thing 
which  might  wear  the  most  distant  appear- 
ance of  looking  for  information.     From 
the  time  that  the  House  agreed  to  exa- 
mine Mr.  Penn,  till  the  day  he  was  exa- 
mined, I  determined  to  have  no  sort  of 
communication  with  him ;  yet,  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  earl  in  the  bloe 
ribbon,  and  the  noble  earl  lately  in  office. 


I  wifliied  to  avoid  asking  that  geDtkon 
any  questions  which  might  probBbly  be 
disagreeable,  or  embarrass  him.  Aooid- 
ingly,  when  I  came  into  the  House,  htrin^ 
previoudy  drawn  up  a  list  of  sudi  qoes- 
tions  as  I  thought  proper  to  put  to  him,  I 
went  below  the  bar  and  delivered  him  the 
paper,  desiring  him  to  object  to  sodi  ■ 
ne  thought  proper.  He  Kept  the  papers 
few  minutes,  and  returned  it  to  me  with 
an  assurance,  that  the  list  contained  not  t 
single  question  he  was  not  leadv  to  an- 
swer. In  this  transaction,  my  lords,  I 
flattered  myself  that  I  had  acted  with  all 
imagmable  caution  and  candour.  Yet 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  but  that  the 
noble  earl  who  presides  at  the  head  of  the 
Adnuralty,  chaiged  me  with  prerioailj 
consulting  the  witness,  witfi  an  intentioo, 
I  presume,  to  fabricate  a  particular  kind 
of  evidence  on  purpose  to  mislead  tlw 
House.  Such  limguage  was,  in  myon- 
nion,  extremely  unparliamentary,  and  de- 
serving of  your  lordships'  disconntenaDGe 
and  disapprobation :  yet,  after.  I  had  ex- 
plained the  matter  nearly  in  the  aame 
words  I  do  now,  what  shall  we  say  to  the 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  another  noUe  laid 
(Lyttelton)  who  again  repeated  the  same 
charge,  mixed  witit  a  direct  impotatioo, 
that  the  witness  gave  a  partial  teatimonj? 
But  this  is  the  noble  lord,  who  stands  m 
so  warmly  for  parliamentary  order  asd 
the  decorum  of  debate,  and  so  sererdf 
condemns  the  learned  lord  for  being  guil^ 
of  what  he  calls  a  violation  of  iL  It  a 
true,  I  always  hear  that  noble  lord  with 
infinite  pleasure  and  delight;  hespeabso 
finely,  so  harmoniously,  his  elocution  is  se 
charming,  and  his  action  bo  just  and 
striking,  that  he  affi>rds  me  no  smsD  d^ 
gree  of  entertainment,  scarcely  Mr.  Gar* 
rick  himself  more ;  yet  before  the  noble 
lord  is  so  very  ready  to  censure  others  is 
respect  of  transgressions,  such  as  he  oow 
attributes  to  the  learned  lord,  be  dioakl 
recollect  how  ready  he  is  himself  to  ofend 
in  a  similar  manner.  His  lordship  has  Is* 
boured  greatly  to  reconcile  the  learoed 
lord's  expressions  to  each  other.  Yotf 
lordships,  I  dare  say,  are  already  perfectly 
satisfied  of  his  ability  in  that  way.  He 
has  a  knack  of  reconciling  verv  stisi^ 
things  indeed,  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
reconcile  his  conduct  .on  the  first  ds^  of 
the  session,  and  the  part  he  has  sidob 
taken.  I  need  not  hope  it,  I  may  rest  ai* 
sured  that  his  lordship  is  able  to  reconcile 
greater  difficulties  and  contradictions  thaa 
even  that  itsel£    His  lordship  will,  hm» 
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Bfer,  exeoie  me,  if  I  think  his  ingenuitjr 
irocild  be  better  employed  in  immediate 
rdatioD  to  hknseUv  toan  dl>out  any  matter 
respecting  die  noble  and  learned  lord.  On 
tfaewhol^  my  lords,  I  cannot  help  ob- 
lerviDgy  that  the  conduct  of  administra- 
Ion  has  been  Tery  extraordinary.  The 
)oble  earl  in  the  blue  ribbon  has  told  you 
le  has  been  deceived.  The  noble  earl  at 
lie  head  of  the  Admiralty  has  told  you 
hat  he  deceived  your  lordships  relative  to 
he  naval  arrangements  of 'last  year ;  lest 
f  he  had  made  the  necessary  demands, 
roa  would  have  withheld  your  support. 
Inohlelord  in  the  other  House  pledged 
tunself,  that  an  army  of  10,000  men  would 
ook  America  into  submission.  The  same 
toble  brd  has  again  undertaken  to  per- 
bnn  the  same  task  with  ^,000  men. 
H^t,  then,  in  such  a  state  of  imposition, 
ionfessed  weakness,  and  contradiction, 
tire  jour  lordships  to  direct  you  ?  Why 
be  noble  earl  in  the  blue  ribbon  desires 
'00,  very  gravely,  to  place  an  implicit 
onfidence  in  administration.  He  tells 
on,  that  no  miscarriage  can  happen,  if 
'oa  will  trust  him  and  his  brethren  in  of- 
ice.  This  is  speaking  pretty  confidently, 
nd  with  no  small  degree  of  hazard.  I 
mumehig  lordship  is  not  ignorant  of  the 
rue  purport  of  such  language  in  this 
louse ;  it  is  no  less  than  fairly  engaging 
1  measures,  the  consequences  of  which 
be  ministers'  heads  are  to  be  answerable 
)r.  If,  therefore,  tho  present  motion 
lunild  be  over-ruled,  and  this  implicit 
onfidence  in  ministers  should  ))e  deemed 
dvisable,  I  hope  that  the  doctrine  will  be 
ocepted  of  in  all  its  parts ;  trust  the  exe- 
Qtive  power,  and  let  the  executive  power 
e  eventually  responsible  to  the  legislative 
Mr  all  the  consequences. 
Lord  Camden.  The  noble  lord  who  so 
ererely  animadverted  on  my  conduct  re- 
pecting  certain'  opinions  maintained  by 
le  in  the  course  or  my  speech,  bavins  oN 
ired  so  little  immediately  directed  to 
pmhat  the  justice  and  truth  of  those  opi- 
ions,  I  might  well  stand  excused  in  your 
^nlships'  judgment,  as  well  as  my  own,  in 
ot  rising  to  reply  to  them,  if  I  were  not 
^btful  it  might  be  construed  into  pusil- 
i&imity,  or  a  conviction  that  I  had  acted 
oopropNerlv,  and  was  resolved  to  submit  to 
be  noble  lord's  censure  in  silence.  When, 
herefore,  the  noble  lord  makes  a  general 
^arge  of  inconsistency  against  me,  I  tell 
tun  that  I  think  I  am  perfectly  consistent; 
hat  I  might  assert  one  thing  as  an  £ng- 
idunani  and   resist  it  aa  an  American. 


The  noble  lord  says,  it  is  indecent  and  un- 
parliamentary to  arraign  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, unless  it  be  on  a  motion  for  its  re- 
peal. I  never  knew  any  such  rule  of  de- 
Date  observed  in  either  House  <^  Parlia- 
ment. If  there  be,  I  contend  that  it  ii 
essentially  destructive  of  Ae  freedom  of 
debate,  and  shall  never  be  observed  by 
me,  till  I  am  fairly  tied  up  by  a  vote  of 
your  lordships  to  that  purpose.  But  if 
the  rule  were  a  ^ood  one,  only  see  how  it 
would  operate  m  the  present  case— the 
question  substantially  before  us  is,  whether 
or  not  the  Acts  of  the  British  parliament 
respecting  America  be  founded  m  justice, 
ana  be  consonant  to  the  principles  of  this 
constitution.  Frame  ten,or  ten  thousand  mo- 
tions, they  will  come  at  last  to  this  question^ 
What,  then,  is  the  purport  of  the  noble 
lord's  argument  ?  I  allow  the  true  ques- 
tion relates  solely  to  the  justice  and  wis- 
dom of  those  Acts;  you  may  say  any 
thing  else  you  please,  but  on  them  you 
must  be  silent.  I  appeal  to  your  lord- 
ships, if  this  be  not  the  natural  and  obvi- 
ous meaning  of  the  censure  attempted  to 
be  passed  on  my  words,  and  the  restraint 
that  would  be  the  consequence,  should 
your  lordships  think  I  deserved  it.  No, 
niy  lords,  till  I  am  fairly  precluded  from 
exercising  my  right,  as  a  peer  of  this 
House,  of  declaring  my^entlments  openly, 
of  discussing  every  subject  submitted  to 
my  consideration  with  freedom,  I  shall 
never  be  prevented  from  performing  my 
duty  by  any  threats,  however  warmly  and 
eagerly  supported,  or  secretly  suggested. ' 
I  do  assure  your  lordships,  that  I  am 
heartily  tired  of  the  ineffective  struggle  I 
am  engaged  in.  I  would  thank  any  of 
your  lor£hips  who  should  procure-a  vote 
to  be  passea  for  silencing  me.  It  would 
be  a  favour  more  grateful  than  i^ny  other 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  your  lordships 
CO  bestow ;  biit  until  that  vote  has  received 
your  lordships'  sanction,  I  must  still  think, 
and  shall  uniformly  continue  to  assert, 
tl)at  Great  Britain  was  the  aggressor ;  that 
most,  if  not  all,  the  Acts  were  founded  in 
oppression ;  and  that  if  I  were  an  Ameri- 
can^ I  should  resist  to  the  last  such  mani- 
fest exertions  of  tyranny,  violence,  and 
injustice.  When  I  arraign  those  Acts,  I 
would  willingly  draw  a  line,  distinguishing 
those  which  have  created  the  present 
troubles  from  those  that  preceded  them ; 
because  the  latter,  I  am  authorized  to  say, 
did  not  directly  operate,  though  undoubt- 
edly, they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  for- 
mer.   Saying  this^  however,  I  contend 
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that  there  has  not  been  a  single  step  nor 
consequence,  throughout  this  wh<de  busi- 
nessy  that  did  not  originate  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  laying  taxes  on  America,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue.  That,  my 
lotoMf  Is  the  great  grievance,  the  source 
and  parent  of  every  other.  But  coming 
more  immediately  to  the  matter  I  rose  to 
explain :  tea  was  sent  to  Boston  under  the 
idea,  as  was  pretended,,  of  enforcing  a 
€U)mroercial  regulation :  the  tea  was  de* 
stroyed  by  a  number  of  men  in  disguise, 
assisted  by  a  mad-rabble ;  an  act,  at  the 
time,  disavowed  by  the  whole  province  in 
their  legislative  and  constitutional  capa- 
city ;  and  never,  from  that  day  to  this,  of- 
fered to  be  ju8ti6ed,  either  in  writing  or 
discourse.  How  did  Great  Britain  act  on 
this  occasion  ?  Without  making  any  de- 
mand  t>f  reparation;  without  making  a 
single  enquiry,  or  calling. for  a  single  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  delinquency  of  a  single 
inhaliitant  of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
set's  Bay,  you  shut  up  its  port,  you  de- 
prived thousands  of  the  means  of  living, 
of  the  fruits  of  their  honest  industry, 
though  you  were  convinced  they  disap- 
proved of  the  act  as  much  as  yourselves. 
Besides,  you  robbed  people  of  their  pro- 
perty, by  rendering  their  landed  estates, 
their  houses,  wharfs,  &c.  useless.  If  this 
was  not  injustice,  the  most  wanfon  in  its 
mature,  and  the  most  aggravated  in  its  cir- 
cumstances, that  was  ever  exercised  in  a 
free,  nay,  in  a  despotic  country,  I  am  sure 
I  know  not  what  tyranny  or  aespotism  is. 
Such  was  the  complexion  of  your  next 
Act,  that  of  stripping  the  provmce  of  its 
charter,  without  previously  proving  that 
the  powers  delegated  by  it  were  abused 
and  legally  forfeited;  in  fine,  without  exa- 
mination or  enquiry  of  any  kind  whatever. 
And  lastly,  that  last  inhuman  Act  of  en- 
deavouring to  starve  half  a  million  of  peo- 
ple into  compliance,  and  thereby  invplving 
the  guilty  and  innocent  in  one  common 
punishment. 

These,  my  lords,  are  some  of  the 
few  reasons  why  I  think  that  Great  Bri- 
tain has  been  the  aggressor;  that  she 
has  been  cruel,  oppressive,  unjust,  and 
unrelenting ;  and  tnese,  my  lords,  are 'the 
motives  which  wotdd  induce  me,  were  I 
an  American,  to  resist  them  as  the  most 
open  and  dangerous  attacks  upon  my  li- 
berty, property,  and  in  short,  every  thing 
I  held  dear  as  a  freeman. 

Lord  Mansfield.  My  lords,  I  did  not 
intend  to  speak  to  the  question,  for  you 
will  perceive  by  my  voice  that  I  am  not 


welL    If,  therefore,  I  should  not  amm 
myself  so  clearly  as  I  could  wish,  i  will 
trust  to  your  indulgence.    The  queilioa 
before  your  lordships  is  simply,  whether 
it  will  be  proper  to  ^e  the  pspen  noir 
called  for.    If  the  giving  thein  to  tbs 
House  will  be  productive  of  no  iDanv^ 
nience,  and  give  necessary  informstloD,  I ' 
think  the  motion  diould  be  complied  wttL 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  motion  will  an- 
swer no  one  good  purpose,  and  may  posD* 
bly  disclose  matter  proper  to  be  kept  le- 
cret,  I  think  the  desired  informatioa  ought 
to  be  withheld.    These,  my  lords,  are  the 
objects  of  the  motion ;  but  I  perceive  the 
debate  has  taken  a  very  different  tunk 
The  question  at  large  hasTorced  itself  into 
discussion,  and  I  foresee  ever  will,  till  it 
is  decided  one  way  or  the  other.    The  bid 
consequences  o^  planting  northern  cAy 
nies    were  early  predicted*    Sir  Jodah 
Child  foretold,  before  the  Revolution,  thU 
they  would,  in  the  end,  prove  our  mk 
in  power,  commerce,  and  manu&cturci 
Davenant,  adopting  the  same  ideas,  foreatv 
what  has  since  happened ;  he  foresaw,  tfait 
whenever  America  found  herself  of  mE* 
cient  strength  to  contend  with  the  mother 
countiy,    she  would  endeavour  to  foia 
herself  into  a  sepapUe  and  indepeodeot 
state.    This  has  been  the  constant  objjetf 
of  New  England  almost  from  her  oiw 
infancy.    Their  struggles,  in  the  re^  if 
king  William,  compelled  that  prince  If 
recal  their  former  ciiarter,  and  give  thm 
anew  one;  and,  towards  the  coDduiea 
of  his  reign,  to  ffet  an  Act  passed,  that  as 
law  enacted  in  tne  colonies  should  be  Tdi^ 
if  contrary  to  any  law  at  the  time  existi^: 
in  England.    Those  disputes  scarce  nt 
sided  from  that  day  to  this.    I  reaaembOi. 
in  1733,  Mr.  Talbot  (afterwards  ctocd- 
lor)  proposed  a  set  of  resolutions  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  the  natoi 
of  the  disputes  then  sobsisting  were  i' 
rectly  pointed  at,  and  similar  doctrines  tt 
those  maintained  at  present  by  the  BritiA 
parliament   fully   asserted.    <So  mattot 
continued  till  1756,  when  a  new  adminii* 
tration  was  formed,  brought  about  faj  & 
coalition ;   in  effecting  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  an  instrument.    I  remeo* 
her  at  that  time  the  mmistry  were  ex* 
tremely  unwilling  to  engage  in^awarsa 
account    of   America;   and,   I  befie*4 
would  have  avoided  it,  if  some  drco** 
stances  had  not  intervened,  whkh  pve 
another  turn  to  the  disputes  then  ish* 
sisting.    Not  that  I    would   be  uadtf^ 
stood  to   say,   that   America  wai  ^ 
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the  true  cause  of  the  war  flien  under- 
taken ;  I  am  certain  she  was.  A  vulgar 
opinion  prevailed,  that  we  armed  In  de- 
fosoe  of  Hanover ;  the  contrary  was  cer- 
taioiy  the  case.  Whatever  form  the  war 
might  have  afterwards  assumed,  the  pre- 
lenration  of  America  was  what  origtnidly 
broQght  us  into  it.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace,  the  inconveniences  which  have 
nnce  arisen  were  then  partly  foreseen; 
[Nit  they  were,  however,  balanced  with  a 
mitable  degree  o^  wisdom  against  those 
irhich  might  have  been  produced  by  em- 
tmcing  the  other  part  of  the  alternative, 
[f  Canada  was  restored  to  France,  it  would 
kaTe  laid  a  foundation  for  future  dia- 
putes,  and  future  wars:  it  would  have 
been  the  soifrce  of  endless  contention 
between  both  nations.  This  was  the  pre- 
ciie  state  of  the  case,  previous  to  the  lay- 
bg  on  the  Stamp  Act.  An  idea  then  pre- 
vailed, that  America,  from  her  increase 
|Nwer  and  ability  to  pay,  should  contribute 
to  alleviate  the  buraens  she  had  been  in- 
itnimental  in  loading  this  country  with, 
t  shall  not  pretend  to  say  how  proper  such 
ft  measure  might  have  been.  As  things 
btfe  since  turned  out,  I  am  sorry  the 
Stamp  Act  ever  passed :  however,  no  per- 
lOQ  at  the  time  so  much  as  offered  to  say 
ft  word  against  it.  The  next  vear  the  De- 
daratory  Law  was  passed,  without  any  op- 
position. In  a  year  after,  the  noble  and 
teamed  lord  who  spoke  last,  being  then  at 
the  head  of  his  Majesty's  councils,  and 
presiding  on  the  woolsack,  was  present 
iHien  the  port  duties  were  laid  on,  and 
never  said  a  word  against  them.  I  am 
lorry  they  \were  ever  laid  on.  Much 
iboat  the  same  time,  the  Act  for  extending 
the  act  of  Henry  the  8th,  relative  to  the 
trial  of  persons  for  offences  committed  out 
of  the  realm,  was  passed :  the  same  learn- 
ed lord  and  the  noble  duke,  who  made  the 
notion  this  day,  then  presiding  at  the 
bead  of  the  Treasury,  were  both  in  the 
cabinet,  and  not  a  word  was  said  then 
^nst  the  measure.  I  am  sorry  that  Bill 
vas  passed.  And,  lastly,  the  very  Bill 
the  learned  lord  hath  this  day  bestowed  so 
httoy  hard  names  upon,  relative  to  stop- 
ppg  up  the  port  of  Boston,  was  passed 
without  any  manner  of  opposition.  Of  the 
Mcceedingi^ts  I  shall  say  nothing,  but 
m  if  the  odiers  were  justifiable,  I  think 
fl|e  hitter  were  equally  so.  I  do  not  think 
that  America  coraplams  of  particular  inju- 
ntt  so  much  as  she  does  of  the  violation  of 
frights.  If  I  do  not  niistake,  in  one 
V^  the  Congreaa  aum  up  the  whole  of 


their  grievances  in  the  passage  of  the  De- 
claratory Act,  which  aaserts  the  supremacy 
of  Great  Britain,  or  the  power  ot  making 
laws  for  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 
That  is  the  true  bone  of  contention. 
They  positively  deny  the  right,  not  the 
mode  of  exercising  it.  They  would  allow 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  a  nominal  sove- 
reignty over  them,  but  nothing  else.  Tbej 
would  throw  off  the  dependency  on  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  on  the 

Serson  of  the  king,  whom  they  would  ren« 
er  a  cypher.  In  fine,  they  would  stand 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain  ar  Hanover 
now  stands ;  or,  more  properly  speakmg, 
as  Scotland  stood  towards  England,  pre- 
vious to  the  treaty  of  Union.  His  lord- 
ship then  entered  into  a  variety  of  detailed 
reasonings,  to  shew  that  the  views  of 
America  were  directed  to  independence ; 
that  Great  Britain  could  not  concede  with- 
out relinquishing  the  whole,  which  he  sup- 
posed was  not  intended;  and  that  conse- 
auently,  anjr  measure  of  conciliation,  in 
the  present  situation  of  aflbirs,  and  the  de- 
clared intentions  of  America,  would  answer 
no  end,*but  furnishing  her  with  grounds 
to  erect  new  claims  on,  or  to  hold  out 
terms  of  pretended  obedience  and  submis- 
sion. 

The  Earl  of  ShMume,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  follow  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
over  the  very  wide  circuit  he  has  taken. 
So  much,  however,  I  can  affirm,  that  were 
I  as  well  satisfied,  as  his  lordship  seems  to 
be,  that  America  aims  ultimately  at  inde- 
pendence, I  should  be  one  of  the  first  for 
adopting  the  most  firm  and  decisive  mea- 
sures; not  having  yet  brou|(ht  myself  to 
approve  of  the  very  extraordmary  proposi- 
tion, of  breaking  off  all  political  or  com- 
mercial connection  with  tnat  country.  His 
lordship  has  stated  the  case  of  Ireland,  as 
applying  to  the  subiect  of  the  present  un- 
happy disputes,  and  was  pleased  to  allude 
to  something  which  dropped  from  me  the 
last  night  on  that  subject,  inferring  from 
thence,  that  as  Ireland  ia  a  subordinate 
kingdom,  dependent  on  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  the  true  dependence  of  America 
is  therdby  clearly  marked  out,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  claims  of  America^ 
which  miuntain  that  their  obedience  and 
submission  reach  no  fkrther  than  to  the 
mere  person  of  the  prince  upon  the 
throne.  Taking  the  premises  to  be  true,  I 
perfectly  coincide  with  his  lordship;  for  I 
always  have,  and  ever  shall  think,  tnat  both 
Ireland  and  America  are  subordinate  to  this 
country;  but  I  ahall  likewise  retain  my  for* 
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mer  opinion,  thatthej  have  righto,  the  free 
and  unimpaired  exercise  of  which  should 
be  preserved  inWoUce.  The  principal,  the 
fundamental  right,  is  that  of  grantii^  their 
own  money*  The  Irish  have  always  exer* 
cised  that  right  uninterrupted;  so  has 
America  till  very  lately ;  and  that  this  in- 
yaluable  privilege  is  going  to  be  wrested 
from  her»  I  take  to  be  the  true  grievance; 
remove  that  away,  and  every  thmg,  I  dare 
say,  will  soon  return  into  ito  former  chan- 
neL  I  do.  not  here  promise  to  meet  the 
ideas  of  ever^  person  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic  indiscriminately.  There  maj 
be  some  factious,  ambitious^  turbulent  spi- 
rits there.  I  would  be  understood  to 
speak  here  of  the  prevailing  governing  dis- 
positions of  both  countries.  There  may, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  many  people  in  this 
country  so  mistaken  as  to  desire  a  revenue ; 
but  what  I  mean  is,  that  if  the  daim  of 
taxation  was  Enirly  relinquished,  without 
reservation,  I  am  confident  the  supremacy 
of  the  British  parliament  would  be  ac- 
knowledged and  acquiesced  in  by  America, 
and  peace  between  both  counties  be  once 
more  happily  restored. 

The  noole  and  learned  lord  speaks  some* 
thin^  concerning  a  coalition,  or  union  of 
opinion  on  some  leading  points.    I  find 
myself  in  an  aukward  situation.    I  do  not, 
for  my  part,  wish  to  become  a  member  of 
administration.  I  am  an  independent  man, 
and  mean  to  continue  so ;  but  if  any  ge- 
neral plan  should  be  adopted,  I  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  put  in  my  claim  to'  re- 
strain the  power  and  mode  of  exercising 
the  constitutional  plan  of  royal  requisition, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  crown,  or  the  ministers 
for  t^e  time  being,  from  employing  it  to 
purposes  of  finance  and  patronage,  which 
xnight  tend  to  throw  still  more  weight  and 
innuence  into  the  hands  of  government, 
already  grown  much  too  powerful.    The 
fatal  effocts  of  this  increased  strength  in 
the  crown  has  been  severely  felt  in  ano- 
ther kingdom.    It  was  to  guard  against  it, 
in  some  measure,  that  the  Act  of  king  Wil- 
liam passed  for  limiting  the  army  serving 
in  Ireland  to  12,000  men.    Though  the 
furmy,  till  very  lately,  was  continued  at 
that  number,  other  means  were  devised  to 
employ  the  power  of  the  crown  in  that 
country,   to  parposes   operating   nearer 
home.  *  It  is  therefore  on  the  hint  now 
thrown  out  by  the  learned  lord,  that  I 
Uf  in  my  claim  thus  early  to  avert  the 
]nischie&  to  be  dreaded  from  increasing 
the  power  of  the  crown,  on  the  footing  of 
any  plan  of  coociliatioii  which  may  be 
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proposed  and  agreed  on  ultimately  ht* 
tween  Great  Britain  and  America.  The 
learnt  lord  will,  I  trust,  excuse  me, 
when  I  set  him  right  relative  to  aiact, 
which  he  has  mis-stated.  His  fordship 
says,  the  Boston  Port /Bill  passed  witboat 
any  opposition.  I  beg  leave  to  remind  his 
lordship,  that  it  was  warmly  opposed :  that 
I,  among  several  other  lords  who  enter- 
tained similar  sentiments,  testified  our  dis- 
approbation in  the  wannest  and  most  de- 
cisive terms ;  nor  shall  I  be  ever  recon* 
ciled  to  that  Bill^  nor  the  Charter  Bill  that 
accompanied  it.  They  were  both  founded 
in  manifest  injustice :  to  punish  men  un- 
heard in  one  instance,  and  to  create  a  fo^ 
feiture,  without  any  delinquency  proved  m 
the  other,  were  such  Acts  as  must  condnue 
to  disgrace  our  statute  books,  till  thej  are 
repealed. 

The  noble  earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and 
the  noble  lord  lately  in  office,  speak  ai 
if  such  information  as  that  now  desired, 
was  not  only  improper  to  be  given,  but 
even  indecent  and  unparliamentary  to  be 
asked.  I  protest  to  your  lordships,  I  never 
heard  till  this  night  so  extraordinary  aa 
idea  maintained.  In  the  first  place,  their 
arguments  prove  the  very  reverse  :  thef 
prove,  that  all  secrecy  will  be  nugatory, 
for  that  the  rebels  are  better  informed  tbaa 
the  King's  troops.  But  taking  the  fact  ts 
be  directly  otherwise,  what  would  dieir 
reasoning  amount  to  ?  Keep  every  thing 
a  profound  secret ;  if  any  thing,  at  leaa 
an  V  thing  material,  transpires,  our  scheaies 
will  be  defeated.  !Now,  for  my  part,  I  by 
no  means  approve  of  such  a  mode  of  pre* 
ceding,  even  if  engaged  in  a  foreign  «ir 
with  our  natural  and  inveterate  enemiefc 
By  the  accounts  transmitted  down  to  1% 
this  was  not  the  conduct  pursued  bj  tk 
immortal  Marlborough.  He  always  caaa 
over  in  the  winter,  and  instead  of  wishing 
to  conceal  from  his  enemies,  he  generall/ 
stated  minutely  the  measures  pursued  dor* 
ing  the  preceding  campaign ;  the  ope» 
tions,  and  their  actual  or  probable  e&ctt* 
His  grace  did  not  even  rest  coDteoteJ 
here,  for  he  never  failed 'to  sketch  tha 
great  outline  of  the  succeeding  campaiga, 
and  the  number  of  troops  it  would  be  ne* 
cessary  to  bring  into  the  field.  He  vai 
generally  as  good  as  his  word,  whatever 
he  promised  he  punctually  performed; 
and  never  in  the  course  of  ten  suoceanft 
campaigns,  did  he  once  come  to  parltameol 
to  tell  he  had  been  deceived;  or  that  ba 
had  suffered  in  the  leaat  by  hia  couaaM' 
cationa  to  parliament* 
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The  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  who  spoke  late  in  the  debate, 
has  entirely  forgot  the  circumstances  re- 
lative to  the  passing  of  the  Boston  Port 
Bill ;  and  the  opposition  it  met  with  from 
this  side  of  the  House.  I  must  put  his 
lordship  in  mind,  that  it  was  very  strenu- 
ously opposed ;  and  that  upon  the  very 
ground  urged  this  day  in  debate.  I  re- 
member very  well  too,  that  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  foretold,  that  it  would  meet 
with  no  opposition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Masslichuset's  Bay,  and  pressed  unanimity 
ai  the  best  means  of  ensuring  it  success. 
It  was  on  the  faith  of  those  assurances, 
that  the  Bill  was  not  opposed  on  the  third 
leading.  It  was  treated  no  more  than  as 
a  matter  of  mere  form,  the  Bill  was  to  be 
passed,  the  tea  was  to  be  paid  for,  and 
tranquillity  was  to  be  the  consequence. 
How  miserably  those  persons  who  rea- 
soned in  this  manner  were  deceived,  or 
bow  miserably  they  endeavoured  to  mislead 
Others,  and  lam  sorry  to  say  in  some  mea- 
sure succeeded,  will  I  trust  be  not  shortly 
forgotten.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  sfiall  just 
mention  a  very  particular  circumst^ince, 
which  happened  at  the  time  of  passing 
that  celebrated  Bill.  None  of  the  noble 
lords  who  disapproved  of  the, Bill,  hav- 
ing thought  it  necessary  to  attend  at  the 
tiiird reading;  to  give  it  the  greater  eclat^ 
it  was  entered  in  the  Journals,  new.  con. 
Whereas,  it  is  totally  unusual  to  do  so, 
when  an  opposition  has  been  made  to  the 
Bill  io  any  stage. 

The  Duke  of  Grajton.  My  lords,  it  has 
been  said  this  day,  that  Great  Britain  is 
Bot  able  to  coerce  America.     I  should  be 

nsuch  a  notion  should  prevail;  nor 
think  it  well  founded^  if  it  barely 
depended  on  a  trial  of  strength  between 
the  parties.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
reflect  but  for  an  instant,  that  we  cannot 
exert  ottr  whole  force  against  America, 
nor  with  prudence  or  safety  one  half  of  it, 
Aat  weighty  consideration  should  be  al- 
^Ays  present  in  our  minds.  It  is  no  longer 
» secret  that  France  will  not  permit  us. 
In  that  event,  only  think,  my  lords,  what 
^perilous  situation  we  shall  be  in.  After 
having  wasted  a  considerable  part  of  our 
blood  and  treasure  in  this  unnatural  con- 
test; after  we  have  stretched  our  ordinary 
oeans  of  carrying  on  this  war  as  far  as 
wey  can  go,  nay  probably  anticipated  them 
^nsiderably ;  our  commerce  on  the  de- 
wne,  if  not  ruined;  our  manufacturers 
•torvinj^,  or  enlisting  for  soldiers ;  France, 
^  perhaps  the  whole  united  strength  of 
[VOL.  XVIII.  ] 


the  House  of  Bourbon,  declares  against  us. 
Where,  in  such  a  situation,  are  we  to  look 
for  new  resources  ?  I  solemnly  affirm,  and 
v^ith  grief  assure  your  lordships,  I  do  not 
know.  I  am  tolerably  well  acquainted 
with  the  finances  of  this  country;  and  I 
am  sure  I  cannot  think  of  a  single  tax, 
even  in  a  time  of  perfect  tranquillity,  that 
could  be  devised,  winch  would  increase 
the  gross  receipt  at  his  Majesty's  Exche- 
quer.  What  then  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a  war  at  such  a  period,  when  I 
can  venture  to  foreteL,  that  one  third,  if 
not  more,  of  the  ordinary  national  re- 
sources will  be  stopped  \ 

Viscount  Tow/i^Aent/ passed. several  high 
compliments  on  the  duke  of  Grafton,  re- 
lative to  his  knowledge  of  his  grace's  abi- 
lities and  candour  when  connected  with 
administration  as  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. He  lamented  greatly  the  freedom 
which  hdd  been  taken  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  He  observed,  that  the  noble  duke 
had  said,  we  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go 
to  war  without  endangering  this  country 
from  becoming  a  province  to  France. 
Another  noble  duke  had  asserted  in  de- 
bate, that  what  kept  the  troops  in  Boston, 
was  the  imminent  risk  of  quitting  it  with- 
out being  cut  to  pieces.  This,  he  ob- 
served, might  suggest  to  the  rebels  the 
very  attempt.  It  was  said,  that  troops 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  southward;  this 
might  defeat  the  measure,  for  he  was  cer- 
tain, there  was  not  a  syllable  said  in  the 
House  that  night,  that  would  not  be  expe- 
ditiously conveyed  to  America  by  the  first 
possible  opportunity. 

The  Duke  of  Grnfton  added  one  mor« 
reason  f6r  wishing  for  conciliatory  mea- 
sures. In  the  event  I.  have  first  stated, 
Great  Britain  must  be  ruiged  by  prosecut- 
ing this  unnatural  war.  In  the  other,  that 
is,  supposing  she  prevails,  and  brings  Ame- 
rica to  her  feet,  1  shall  fear  that,  if  possi* 
ble,  still  niore;  for  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  liberties  of  America  onco 
gone,  those  of  Great  Britain  will  not  long 
survive  them.  The  duke  of  Grafton  then 
moved,  for  **  an  account  of  the  officers 
and  men  effective  and  fit  for  duty  in  the 
army  in  and  about  Boston,  according  to 
the  latest  return,  together  with  the  date  of 
that  return. *'  Also  for  "  such  an  account 
as  may. best  be  depended  upon,  of  the 
force  which  the  colonies  will  be  able  to 
bring  into  the  field  against  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  those  parts,  in  order  that  we  may 
be  better  grounded  in  the  humble  advicei 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  offer  to  his  Ma« 

[SO] 
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natural  contest  with  America;  and  tkit 
employment  for  the  poor  has  propo^ 
tionably  decreased  in  like  manneri  ioio. 
much  that  it  appears,  by  authentic  and  on- 
deniable  evidence^  that  the  poor  rates  of 
the  said  towns  have,  during  the  last  tea 
years,  grown  to  an  enormous  degree,  sad 
are  now  become  an  almost  insupportable 
burthen  to  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and 
that  the  petitioners  do  not  presume  to  ar- 
raign the  wisdom  or  justice  of  parliament, 
in  the  measures  which  have  hitherto  been 
adopted  and  pursued  towards  Anaerica, 
but,  as  intercession  on  behalf  of  their  af<> 
flicted  brethren  in  the  colonies,  and  in  ex« 
tenuation  of  the  criminality  with  which 
they  have  been  charged^  they  beg  lesfs 
to  offer,  that  their  resistance  to  the  right 
of  taxation  in  the  British  parliament  (frao 
the  claim  to  which;  the  present  unhappy 
differences  have  originated)  has  not,  ai 
they  conceive,  proceeded  from  an  impa- 
tience of  subordination  to  diat  high  con* 
stitutional  supremacy  neccss^u-ily  vested 
in  the  mother-country,  but  in  support  of 
an  usage,  which  an  uniform  and  uninter- 
rupted  enjoyment  of  more  than  150  yean 
had  given  them  reason  to  believe  tben* 
selves  entitled  unto,  and  which  Great  Bri- 
tain herself  had  frequently  called  q>oo 
tliera  to  exercise  ia  their  own  yovinciil 
assemblies ;  and  the  petitioners  tnereforey 
considering  that  the  vital  principle  of  trade 
is  peace  and  confidence,  not  war  and  dis' 
traction ;  and  compassionating  the  tumid* 
tuous  and  irregular  exertion  of  tLat  rude 
yet  manly  spirit,  whose  features  plainly 
mark  its  origin  of  British  ancestry,  aad 
which,  though  misguided  in  them,  ynt% 
through  our  common^ancestors,  prodofr 
tive  of  those  blessings  which  make  the pe* 
culiar  boast  of  our  happy  constitutioo, 
and  to  which  we  owe  the  distinguished 
happiness  that  the  present  august  fiunily 
are  at  this  day  on  the  throne  of  theia 
kingdoms ;  and  deprecating  also  the  bar* 
rors  of  a  civil  war,  the  event  of  which, 
bein^  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,  may 
termmate  in  the  dismemberment  of  our 
empire,  or  in  a  barren  and  ruinous  coo- 
quest ;  and  therefore  praying  the  House, 
to  tak^  the  premises  mto  their  considenu 
tion,  and,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  for  th« 
sake  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  the 
general  safety,  concord,  and  prosperity  of 
the  wholfi  empire,  for  the  sake  of  our  holf 
religion,  and  the  glory  of  Almighty  Go4 
who  dwells  in  peace,  to  adopt  such  lenient 
measures  as  may  restore  to  this  great  king^  . 
dom  and  her  colonies  that  a&ctioDBteifl* 


jesty  on  the  present  alarming  crisis." 
which  were  negatived.  His  grace  next 
moved  for  **  copies  of  the  last  returns  of 
the  state  of  tiie  several  regiments  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;"  which  was  ordered; 
lastly^  he  moved  for  *'  an  account  of  all 
artillery  ordnance,  arms,  military  stores  of 
all  kinds,  issued  for  the  land  service  of 
America,  since  August  1773  to  October 
1775 ;"  which  was  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Burke^s 
BiU  for  eomp'tsing  the  present  Troubles  in 
America.*"]  November  16.  Mr.  Burke 
presented  a  Petiition  from  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  clothiers,  manufacturers,Bnd  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  of  West- 
bury,  Warminster,  and  Trowbridge,  and 
the  neighbourhood  thereof,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  whose  names  are  thereunder 
written,  setting  forth,  **■  That  the  peti- 
tioners are  greatly  alarmed  and  surprized, 
at  finding  certain  persons,  styling  them- 
selves the  gentlemen,  clergy,  clothiers, 
and  other  tradesmen,  of  the  towns  and 
neiglibourhood  of  Bradford,  Trowbridge, 
and  Melksham,  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
approach  the  throne  of  our  most  gracious 
sovereign,  and,  under  the  pretence  of  tes- 
tifying their  loyalty  and  affection  to  his 
Majesty,  boldlj'  assert,  in  regard  to  the 
American  prohibition  of  all  commerce 
with  his  Majesty's  European  dominions, 
that  thcv  the  petitioners  find  no  melan- 
choly effects  arising  therefrom,  or  any  un- 
usual failure  of  demand  for  their  manufac- 
tui*es,  or  of  employment  for  ^eir  poor ; 
and,  at  this  important  and  alarming  crisis, 
when  so  much  depends  on  the  delibera- 
tions and  resolutions  of  parliament,  not 
less  than  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 
of  thousands  of  their  fellow  subjects,  the 
petitioners,  apprehending  that  the  like 
misrepresentations  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  House,  should  hold  themselves  unjust 
to  their  own  dearest  interests,  and  that  of 
their  posterity,  if  they  did  not  publicly 
express  their  entire  disapprobation  of  that 
malignant  and  uncandid  spirit  which  can 
carry  falsehood  to  tlie  throne ;  for  the  pe- 
titioners assure  t^e  House,  that  the  trade 
of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  has  most  sen- 
aibly  declined  ever  since  the  commence- 
luent  of  tlie  present  unfortunate  and  un- 


*  **  No  Englishman,  except  the  members, 
were  admitted  during  this  debate;  the  only 
strangers  in  the  gallery,  were  four  women  of 
oiiality,  and  a  few  foreigners."  Moruiog 
Chrodide. 
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tercoane  with  each  other,  which  alone 
can  prevent  the  manifold  evils  with  which 
the^  are  now  threatened,  and  establish  the 
Datiooal  greatness  on  the  broad  foundation 
of  equal  rule,  and  the  general  happiness  of 
a  firee,  loyal,  and  united  people." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BUrke  then  rose :  he  said,  that  the 
signers  were  all  nien  who  manufactured  for 
ttiemselves ;  and  he  was  authorized  to  say 
that  they  possessed  more  than  500,000e. 
of  English  property.  He  wished  the 
prayer  of  that  petition  to  be  considered  as 
the  exordium  of  what  he  had  to  say  to  the 
House.  He  complained  of  the  difficulties 
which  in  civil  wars  lay  upon  moderate 
men,  who  advised  lenient  measures ;  that 
thei"  moderation  was  attributed  to  a  want 
of  zeal,  and  their  fears  for  the  public 
lafety,  to  a  want  of  spirit ;  that  on  this 
particular  occasion  whatever  they  said  to 
mdine  the  House  to  lenity,  was  construed 
into  a  countenance  of  rebellion ;  and  so 
many  arts,  and  so  many  menaces  had  been 
ufed,  that  if  they  had  not  been  opposed 
with  a  good  share  of  firmness  by  the 
friends  to  the  peace  of  their  country,  all 
freedom  of  debate,  and  indeed  all  public 
deliberation,  would  have  been  put  an 
indio. 

He  said,  that  for  his  part  he  was  no  way 
iatimidated,  by  all  tnese  machinations, 
from  doing  his  duty;  and  that  nothing 
that  could  be  threatened  by  those  whose 
measures  had  brought  this  country  into  so 
deplorable  a  situation,  should  hinder  him 
from  using  his  best  endeavours  to  deliver 
h  from  its  distresses. 

The  first  step  for  this  purpose,  was  to 
get  nut  of  general  discourses,  and  vague 
lentiments,  which  he  said  had  been  one 
of  the  main  causes  of  our  present  troubles : 
aod  10  appreciate  the  value  of  the  several 
plans  that  were,  or  might  be  proposed,  by 
Inexact  detail  of  particulars. 

He  stated,  that  there  were  three  plans 
ifloat.  First)  simple  war,  in  order  to  a 
perfect  conquest.  Second,  a  mixture  of 
war  and  treaty.  And  thirdly,  peace 
grounded  on  concession. 

As  to  the  first  plan,  that  of  mere  war, 
he  observed,  that  it  was  proposed  in  two 
^ys;  the  one  direct  by  conquest,'  the 
*her  indirect  by  distress.  In  either  of 
theie  ways  he  thought  tt  his  duty  before 
he  voted  for  a  war,  to  know  mstinctly 
wat  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  were  ade- 
^ate  to  the  end.  Jt  did  not  satisfy  his 
<^jn«Knence  to  say,  that  the  resources  of 
nation  were  great;  be  must  aee  them. 


That  before  he  could  trust  to  those  re* 
sources,  on  the  credit  of  what  had  been 
formerfy  done,  he  must  find  the  situation 
of  the  country  to  be  what  it  formerly  was. 

He  then  exahiined  what  the  ministers 
had  laid  before  the  House  as  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  ensuing  campaign.  That 
as  to  the  forces  which  they  had  made  the 
House  expect  from  his  Majesty's  allies,  all 
discourse  of  them  had^  for  some  time,  en* 
tirely  subsided :  he  could,  therefore,  take 
credit  for  nothing  more  on  that  account, 
than  a  handful  of  Hanoverians,  which  only 
answered  the  purpose  of  an  iniiperfect  se« 
curity  to  some  of  our  foreign  garrisons. 
That  our  national  forces  to  be  employed 
in  America,  by  the  account  on  the  table, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  26,000  men. 
In  this,  credit  was  taken  for  the  army  now 
in  America  at  full  numbers.  He  could 
not  allow  that  estimate ;  as,  supposing  the 
reduction  of  the  troops  in  future  to  be  es- 
timated by  the  past,  they  must  be  reduced 
to  little  or  nothing,  by  the  beginning  of 
next  canipaign.  That  the  troops  here  are 
only  upon  paper,  and  the  difficulty  of  re* 
cruiting  was  acknowledged.  On  the 
whole,  he  saw  reason  to  apprehend  that 
we  should  not  be  very  materially  stronger 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  than  we 
were  at  the  beginning  of  the  last.  He 
said,  the  probable  number  of  troops,  whe- 
ther national  or  foreign,  weighed  very  little 
in  his  judgment ;  as  he  thought  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  country  were  such,  as 
would  disable  them  from  effecting  any 
thing  like  a  conquest  of  it. 

That  as  to  the  predatory,  or  war  by  dis- 
tress (on  the  nature  of  which  he  matl? 
enlarged)  he  observed,  that  it  might  irri- 
tate a  people  in  the  highest  degree ;  but 
such  a  war  had  never  yet  induced  any  one  . 
people  to  receive  the  government  of  ano- 
ther. That  it  was  a  kind  of  war  adapted 
to  distress  an  independent  people,  and  not 
to  coerce  disobedient  subjects. 

But  his  great  objection  to  it  was,  that  it^ 
did  not  lead  to  a  speedy  decision.  The 
longer  our  distractions  continued^  the 
greater  chance  there  was  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Bourbon  powers,  which  in  a 
long  protracted  war,  ne  considered  not 
only  a8  probable  but  in  a  manner  certain. 
That  he  was  very  sure  this  country  was 
utterly  incapable  of  carrying  on  a  war 
with  America  and  these  powers  acting  in 
conjunction.  He  entered  into  a  long  and  / 
particular  enumeration  of  all  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  which  must  attend  such  a 
war. 
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He  stated  the  condition  of  France  at 
tlie  beginning  of  this  century,  and  even 
within  a  iew  years;  and  compared  it  with 
her  present  situation.  He  observed,  that 
from  being  the  first,  she  was,  with  regard 
to  effective  military  power,  only  the  fifth 
state  in  Europe*  That  she  was  fallen 
below  her  former  rank,  solely  from  the  ad- 
vantages we  had  obtained  over  her;  and 
that  if  she  could  humble  us,,  she  would 
certainly  recover  her  situation.  There 
was  now  an  opportunity  for  her  making 
herself,  with  very  little  hazard  or  difficulty, 
the  first  maritime  power  in  the  world ;  and 
to  '  invest  herself  with  every  branch  of 
trade,  necessary  to  secure  her  In  that  pre- 
eminence. He  admitted,  that  at  present 
there  were  circumstances  (which  he  men- 
tioned )  that  might  prevent  her  from  avail- 
ing herself  of  this  opportunity.  But,  he 
said,  we  must  be  mad  to  trust  such  an  in- 
terest as  ours  to  such  a  chance ;  and  that 
they  who  presuniptuously  trust  to  the  ex- 
traordinary providence  of  God,  by  acting 
without  prudence  or  foresight,  deserve 
to  be  abandoned  by  his  ordinary  protec- 
tion. * 

He  then  observed  that,  as  he  saw  no 
probability  of  success  in  the  detail  of  any 
of  the  arrangements  that  were  proposed, 
neither  did  he  see  any  thing  of  authority 
to  induce  him  to  believe  that  they  would 
succeed ;  not  one  military  or  naval  officer 
having  given  an  opinion  in  its  favour ;  and 
many  of  the  greatest  in  both  services, 
having  given  their  opinion  directly  against 
it. 

That  as  no  man  of  military  experience 
had  vouched  for  the  sufficiency  of  the 
ibrce,  so  no  man  in  the  commissariat  would 
answer  for  its  subsistence  from  the  moment 
it  lefl  the  sea*  coast ;  that,  therefore,  its 
subsistence  and  its  operation  were  become 
incompatible. 

To  the  objection,  that  at  this  rate  the 
Americans  might  always  bring  us  to  un- 
reasonable terms,  by  the  supposed  impos- 
sibility of  reducing  them  by  force,  he  said 
that  he  could  not  help  the  difficulties 
which  arose  from  nature  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  things ;  that  he  could  not  make 
Americci  nearer  to  us  than  it  is ;  or  a 
country  of  another  nature  than  what  God 
has  made  it.  That  people  who  cannot 
contrive  to  reconcile  their  quarrels,  must 
suffer  the  evils  that  happen  to  a  divided 
nation.  That  he  was  of  opinion,  there 
was  no  dishonour  at  all  in  any  kind  of 
amicable  adjustment  of  domestic  ouarrels ; 
gnd'he  would  rather  yield  an   nundred 


points,  when  it  was  Englishmen  who  gavs 
and  received,  than  a  sijgle  point  to  a  fo- 
reign nation ;  and  we  were  in  such  circaro- 
stances  that  we  must  yield  to  either  one 
or  the  other. 

After  an  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  first  plan,  that  of  reducing  th^  colo- 
nies to  ooedience  by  simple  war,  in  order 
to  a  perfect  conquest,  he  entered  into  a 
discussion  of  the  second,  namely,  that  of 
the  mixture  of  war  and  treaty.' 

Among  the  great  and  manifest  diversity 
of  sentiments  which  prevailed  on  the  Trea^ 
8ury>bench,  he  thought  he  could  disceini 
that  this  plan  had  been  the  most  generallf 
adopted  by  ministers,  or  by  those  wb 
acted  as  such.  That  no  light,  howerer, 
had  been  let  in  upon  the  particulars  of 
scheme,  except  in  the  speech  from  ti 
throne.  It  was,  indeed,  very  little, 
that  little  very  fallacious.  One  would 
inclined  to  think  from  that  speech, 
nothing  had  retarded  the  restoration 
peace,  but  a  doubt,  whether  those  in 
might,  upon  laying  them  down,  obtaio 
speedy  pardon.  However,  the  fact 
no  pardon  had  been  ever  applied  for. 
nothing  had  been  wanting  to  conclude 
peace  but  such  a  power,  the  com 
in  chief  might  be  authorized  to  hold 
mercy  to  all  those  who  should  sobmi 
and  then  there  would  be  no  need  of  the' 
borious,  expensive,  uncertain,  and  dil 
process  of  a  commission. 

It  was  impossible  to  pass  by  the 
exceptionable  manner  in  which  this  po^ 
of  pardoning  was  to  be  delegated :  *^ 
shall  have  authority,"  tays  the  S[ 
from  the  throne,  ^*  to  grant  general 
particular  pardons  or  indemnities,  in 
manner,  and  to  such  persons,  as  they 
think  fit."     A  shocking,  arbitrary  po' 
not  tp  be  trusted  to  any  persons, 
ing  encouragement  to  dangerous  part 
ties,  and  tending  rather  to  distract  than 
ouiet  the  country.    That  the  rule  d 
Qon,  when  delegated  to  subjects,  ought 
to  be  their  pleasure  or  displeasure, 
the  compliance  or  non-compliance  of 
guilty  with  certain  fixed  conditions, 
some  such  discretionary  power  as 
mentioned  in  the  speech,  seemed  to 
given  already,  and  to  have  produced 
mischiefs  whicli  might  be  expected  fr 
it.    For  that  geiieral  Gage  had'  alread] 
whether  by  himself,  or  by  order  froo  i 
nisters,  made  a  very  indiscreet  use  of 
by  offering  mercy   to  those  who  wi 
openly  in  arms  and  actually  besi^ing 
in  his  statiooy  and  excluding  from  ' 
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those  who  were  500  miles  from  him,*  and 
then  sitting  in  an  aMemblv  never  de- 
dared  by  authority  to  be  illegal ;  an  as- 
lembly,  from  which  the  roinisiers  in  the 
House  of  Commons  had  at  one  time  de- 
clared they  were  not  without  hopes  of  pro- 
posals, which  might  lead  to  accommoda- 
tion. On  this  part,  of  the  speech  from  the 
throne  be  animadverted  with  great  seve- 
rity. 

He  said  he  understood,  that  instead  of 
the  Americans  .waiting  for  pardons,  they 
were  to  be  persuaded  by  ne^ociation  to 
accept  them.  Therefore  it  ^ould  be  ne- 
cessary to  examine  what  body  of  men  it 
pas  that  administration  proposed  to  nego- 
ciate  with,  and  what  the  objects  of  the  ne- 
gOciation  were  to  be. 

That  if  he  did  not  mistake  the  discourses 
of  ministers,  they  did  not  now  propose  to 
legociate  with  the  present,  or  with  any 
other  General  Congress  or  meeting,  but 
nth  the  several  assemblies  distinctly.  In 
Us  scheme,  he  said,  they  knew  that  they 
Bould  not  succeed.  Because  there  was 
ne  priacipal  province,  that  of  Massachu- 
let's  Bay,  whose  assembly,  under  their 
charter,  was  destroyed  by  act  of  parlia- 
nent.  That  no  assembly  would  sit  in 
that  province  under  the  new  constitution  ; 
^use  if  it  should,  the  inhabitants  must, 
ji  a  preliminary,  yield  the  principal  object 
or  which  they  had  taken  up  arms ;  and 
has  turn  the  negociation  against  them- 
elves,  even  before  it  should  be  opened. 
Fbat  this  province  was  the  actual  seat  of 
^r,  as  its  sufferings  had  been  the  cause  of 
ke  war  itself.  Treaty  must  therefore 
kmble  upon  the  threshold. 

That  besides  this  objection,  (which  was 
lodamental)  a  negociation  with  so  many 
irovinces,  of  such  different  constitutions, 
MDpers,  and  opinions,  never  could  come 
»  an  end.  In  the  mean  time  our  hostile 
perations,  with  their  whole  train  of  disas- 
Brs,  accidents,  and  ruinous  expences, 
'ould  be  continued,  to  the  destruction  of 
Us  country  and  of  that  That  the  hope 
P  dividing  the  colonies,  on  which  this 
ut  of  the  plan  was  founded,  and  which 
IS  even  avowed  as  a  reason  for  adopting 
,  would  be  the  most  unfortunate  thing 
uit  could  ha|ipen;  as  it  would  protract 
)e  war,  and  complicate  its  horrors  and 
liieries,  without  a  poesibility  of  ending  it. 

*  Me^iir«.  Hancock  and  Adams,  who  were 
icepted  in  the  general  pardon  oflTered  by  i;e- 
nral  Gage  on  submission,  whilst  Ward,  Put- 
MDi  4k.  besieging  bim,  were  not  exoe|>ted. 
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It^'was,  he  said,  a  vain  imagination,  that 
any  of  the  colonies  would  take  up  arms  in 
favour  of  ministry,  for  the  execution  of 
any  of  their  plans;  and  that  a  part  of  the 
colonies  was  sufficient^  at  least,  to  keep 
i  this  war  alive,  until  the  interference  of 
!  foreign  powers  should  render  it  utterly 
destructive* 

That  with  regard  to  the  objects  of  the 

treaty, — there  must  be  concessions  on  the 

side  of  the  colonies ;   or  upon  >  ours ;  or 

I  upon  both.    That  upon  their  side  they 

j  must  be  either  speculative  recognitions  of 

I  rights  upon  as  large  a  scale  as  we  had 

'  claimed  them ;  and  this  it  v^as  absolutely 

'  certain  they  never  would  submit  to;  or 

I  upon  a  lesser,  excluding  taxation,  and  its 

I  consequences,  and  this  they  had  submitted 

,  to  already ;  so  that  there  seemed  to  be  no 

object  of  the  speculative  kind,  which  made 

I  it  necessary  to  postpone  peace  by  a  pro- 

i  tracted  negociation. 

I      That  the  other  object  of  treaty  might 

be  a  practical  recognition  of  our  right  of 

.  taxing  for  a  revenue ;  that  this  revenue 

was  to  be  either  nominal  or  beneficial ;  if 

•  only   nominal,  it   amounted   to  nothing 

•  more  than   that  specuUtive  acknowleds- 
<  ment|Of  right,  which  we  knew  they  would 

for  ever  refuse  to  make.  If  beneficial  and 
productive,  it  was  to  be  either  by  submit- 
ting to  lord  North's  proposition,  namely, 
that  of  forcmg  them  to  furnish  a  contingent 

I  by  authority  of  parliament ;  or  according 
to  their  ancient  mode,  by  a  voluntary 
grant  of  their  own  assemblies. 

I  If  the  former,  we  know,  said  he,  thegr 
have  already  rejected  that  propositio  n 
and  never  can  submit  to  it,  without  aban- 
doning that  point,  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  they  have  risked  their  all.  If  it 
only  requires,  that  they  should  resort  to 
their  ancient  mode  of  granting  by  their 
assemblies,  they  have  declared  again  and 
again,  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest 
to  the  end,  that  they  were  willing  to  con« 
tribute  according  to  their  ability,  as  esti- 
mated by  themselves,  who  were  the  best 
judges  of  what  their  ability  was.  That 
ability  would  be  lessened,  if  not  totally 
destroyed,  by  the  continuance  of  those 
troubles.  This  arm^  negociation  for 
taxes  would  therefore  inevitably  defeat  its 
.own  purposes;  and  prevent  for  ever  the 
possibility  of  raising  any  revenue,  either 
by  our  authority,  or  by  that  of  their  own 
assemblies. 

That  if  the  minsters  treated  for  a  reve- 
nue, or  for  any  other  purpose,  they  had  but 
two  securities  for  the  performanoe  of  the 
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terms :  either  the  same  force  which  com- 
peHed  these  terms ;  or  the  honour,  sin- 
cerity, and  good  inclination  of  the  people. 
If  they  could  trust  the  people  to  keep  the 
terms  without  force,  they  might  trust  them 
to  make  them  without  force.  If  nothing 
but  force  could  hold  them,  and  they  meant 
nothing  hut  independency,  as  the  Speech 
from  the  throne  asserted,  then  the  House 
was  to  consider  how  a  standing  army  of 
%,000  men,  and  70  ships  of  war,  coold 
be  constantly  kept  up  m  America.  A 
people  meaning  independency,  will  not 
mean  it  the  less,  because  they  have,  to 
avoid  a  present  inconvenience,  submitted 
to  treaty.  That  after  all  our  struggles, 
our  hold  on  America  is,  and  must  be,  her 
good  inclination.  If  this  fails,  all  fails ; 
and  we  had  better  trust  to  the  honesty  of 
the  colonies,  before  we  had  ruined  our- 
selves, than  after ;  before  we  had  irritated 
them,  than  after  we  had  alienated  their  af- 
fections for  ever. 

That  the  troops  sent  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding,  would  certainly  impede  the 
negociation.  That  it  was  impossible  the 
provincials  could  be  mad  enough  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  whilst  a  great  adverse 
military  power  remained  in  their  country, 
without  any  assurance  whatsoever  of  their 
obtaining  any  one  of  the  points  for  which 
they  had  contended.  This  would  not  be 
to  negociate,  but  to  surrender  at  discre- 
tion. All  the  grievances  they  had  com- 
pfained  of,  were  contained  in  acts  of  par- 
liament. Lord  North  had  declared  very 
'  truly,  that  nobody  could  have  power  to 
negociate  for  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament. 

But  if  the  colonies  should  incline  to  put 
any  confidence  in  the  certain  influence  of 
ministry  over  parliament,  even  that  grand 
confidence  must  fail' them  ;  as  they  cannot 
tell  whether  the  same  ministers  will  'conti- 
nue in  power;  and  that  even  at  this  very 
time  no  two  persons  upon  the  Treasury 
bench  were  of  the  same  opinion,  on  the 
conduct  to  be  held  towards  America. 
Which  of  those  opinions  would  finally  pre- 
vail, no  man  living  could  divine.  That 
this  uncertainty  might  continue  the  armed 
negociation  for  several  years,  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  both  countries. 

He  gave  many  other  equally  strong  rea- 
sons against  the  scheme;  and  concluded 
this  part  of  his  speech,  by  observing,  that 
although  the  mixed  plan  of  war  and  nego- 
ciation could  answer  no  good  end  in  future, 
it  might  have  a  retrospective  operation,— 
to  justify  the  ministers  in  the  use  of  their 


forcible  proceedings.  For  force  aDd  con- 
cession going  out  together,  if  peace  ihouU 
be  the  result,  ministers  would  attribute 
the  success,  not  to  the  concession,  bot  to 
the  force.  So  that  all  this  delay,  blood- 
shed, and  expence,  was  incurred  merelj 
to  furnish  ministers  with  an  excuse  in  d^ 
bate.       i 

After  going  through  the  two  first  phos, 
he  spoke  to  the  third  (his  own)— that  of  I 
concession  previous  to  treaty. 

He  observed,  that  as  he  put  no  great 
trust  in  any  negociation,  and  none  at  all  is 
an  armed  negociation,  his  idea  w»,  te 
have  very  little  treaty ;  and  that  little  ai 
short  as  possible.  The  House  was  there- 
fore at  that  time  to  judge,  whether  it  wn 
necessary  to  make  any  concession  to  da 
colonies :  if  it  should  appear  to  them  tint 
such  concession  was  necessary,  be  vsl 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  mab 
it  immediately,  and  of  their  own  fitl 
grace.  Thir  he  thought  of  more  d^ill 
with  regard  to  themselves,  and  of  anxl 
mor&  efficacy  with  regard  to  the  qaiet 
the  colonies,  than  the  concession  o; 
treaty  which  had  been  proposed. 

He  said,  that  t!ie  first  ground  of 
must  be  confidence ;  and  that  the  colooi 
never  could  confide  for  the  effect  of 
concession  (as  he  had  shewn  in  examini 
the  foregoing  plan)  in  a  less  assa 
than  that  of  parliament  itself. 

He  then  shewed^  by  a  variety  of  i 
stances,  collected  from  the  public  pr 
ings  during  the  last  ten  years,  how  n 
sary  it  was  that  government   should 
aided  by  parliament  in  re-establishing  i 
confidence  which   had   been   shaken 
those  proceedings,  and   that  some 
ground  should  be  laid  as  a  foundation 
future  peace. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  this  foundati 
of  confidence  was  become  the  more 
sary,  from  the  constitution  of  the  p 
ministry.     That  in  no  time  or  coontrj, 
under  any  form  of  government,  was 
power  of  ministers  suffered  to  survive 
success  of  their  counsels ;    or  the 
mei)   permitt^  to  inflame   a   de[ 
people  to  arms,  and  then  to  appease 
by  concessions.    That  the  duke  of  A 
would  be  a  strange  plenipotentiary  to  I 
sent,'  for  making  the  concessions  w 
king  Philip  the  2nd  proposed  to  the 
therlands.     In  concession,  the  credit  of 
state  is  saved  by  the  disgrace  of  a  mii 
ter ;  because  it  is  his  counsel  alone  that 
discredited.    But  when  the  same  mta: 
do  and  undo,  ia  conaequence'  of  tlie  n* 
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nstancc  they  medt,  it  is  the  nation  itself 
hat  submits.  Besides^  he  alleged  that 
iQ  treaty  is  more  easy,  and  fewer  conces- 
ions  are  required  by  all  men,. when  they 
live  a  confidence  in  those  they  treat  with. 
He  was  convinced,  that  the  mere  re- 
Doval  of  the  offensive  acts  woul4  have 
;iven  satisfaction  in  former  times,  and 
rom  amicable  hands.  But  now  things  are 
oaDother  footing;  and  if  more  conces- 
lon  is  required,  it  is  because  injudicious 
oercion  has  made  it  necessary.  That  he 
ad  always  wished  to  preserve  the  legisla- 
f  e  power  of  this  kingdom  entire  in  every 
iing ;  and  that  it  was  with  great  grief  Ke 
iw,  that  even  an  odious  and  scarcely 
rer  to  be  exercised  part  of  it,  was  to  be 
kandoned.  But  wnen  the  maxims  of 
ablic  councils  are  not  steady,  it  is  neces- 
iiy  that  laws  should  supply  the  want  of 
rudence.  That  it  was  tnus,  and  for  this 
ason,  that  limits  had  been  set  to  abso- 
le  power  in  all  countries;  tfnd  that 
iwer  (though  not  absolute)  had  been 
Kserved,  not  destroyed  by  such  limita- 

MIS. 

That  we  are  now  in  a  quarrel;  and  in  pnt- 
fg  an  end  to  an^  ^quarrel,  it  is  necessary 
I  look  to  its  origin ;  that  the  origin  of 
is  present  difference  had  evidently  been 
MD  the  subject  of  taxation.  That  an 
nogement  of  this  question,  either  by  en- 
rcement  or  concession,  was  a  prelimi- 
KJ  essential  to  peace.  That  the  House 
!ght  to  estimate  the  full  value  of  the  ob- 
pt  to  be  conceded,  before  thev  agree  to 
re  it  up.  If  thejF'-were  of  opmion,  that 
p  taxation  of  America  could  repay  them 
)k  expences,  or  compensate  their  risks, 
Qr  ought  to  pursue  it.  If,  on  the  con- 
|vy»  it  was  evident  beyond  all  contradic* 
B,  and  90  evident  ai  to  enforce  reiterat* 
acknowledgments^  that  they  never 
old  enjoy  a  moment's  quiet  as  long  aa 
It  matter  of  contention  continuea--it 
ithen  altogether  as  essential  to  the  pre- 
fvation  of  their  own  authority  in  all 
ler  points,  as  to  the  liberty  of  America 
i  quiet  of  the  whole  empire^  to  give  it 
I  with  such  limitations  in  the  conces- 
OS,  as  the  rightsof  sovereignty  required. 
That  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
ire  not  the  representative,  but  (as  lord 
ha  Cavendish  nad  said,  some  days  before, 
di  great  truth  and  propriety  )  the  sove- 
iga  of  America.  That  tlie  sovereignty 
•  not  in  its  nature  an  abstract  idea  of 
ity,  but  was  capable  of  great  c(Hn- 
^ty  and  infinite  modifications,  accord- 
(.to  the  temper  of  those  who  are  to  be 


in  America.      A.  D.  1775. 


[974 


governed,  and  to  the  circumstances  of 
things ;  which  being  infinitely  diversified, 
government  ought  to  be  adapted  to  them» 
and  to  conform  itself  to  the  nature  of 
things,  and  not  to  endeavour  to  forc^ 
them.  That  although  taxation  was  inhe* 
rent  in  the  supreme  power  of  society^ 
taken  as  an  aggregate,  it  did  not  ^follow 
that  it  must  reside  in  any  particular  power 
in  that  society.  That  in  the«  society  of 
England,  for  instance,  the  king  is  the  so- 
vereign ;  but  the  power  of  the  purse  is  not 
in  his  hands ;  and  this  does  not  derogate 
from  his  power  in  those  things,  in  which 
our  constitution  has  attributed  power  to 
hhn.  If  parliament  be  the  sovereign 
power  of  America,  parliament  mav,  by  its 
own  act,  for  wise  purposes,  put  the  locfd 
power  of  the  purse  into  other  hands  than 
Its  own,  without  disclaiming  its  just  pre- 
rogative in  other  particulars. 

That  formerlv,  whatever  this  ijght 
might  be  to  it,  the  kings  of  England  were 
in  the  practice  of  levymg  taxes  by  their 
own  authority,  upon  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ;  they  contended  that  the  crown,  be- 
ing charged  with  the  public  defence,  must 
be  furnished  also  with  the  means  of  provid- 
ing for  it.  That  it  would  be  absurd  to  com- 
mit a  trust  into  the  hands  of  one  person, 
and  to  leave  the  power  of  executing  it  to 
depend  upon  the  will  of  another.  They 
therefore  held,  that  tliis  power  was  inse- 
parable from  the  crown ;  and  in  general 
they  made  use  of  the  venr  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  king's  indefeasible  right  to 
tax  the  people  of  England,  that  are  now 
us^d  by  the  parliament  of  England,  to  tax 
the  people  ot  America.  Notwithstanding 
all  tnese  arguments,  one  of  the  greatest  of 
our  kings,  by  an  express  and  positive  Act, 
cut  off  from  the  sovereign  ^ower  this  right 
of  taxing. 

This  Act,  which  has  been  the  founda- 
tion  of  the  unity  and  happiness  of  Eng- 
land since  that  time ;  that  is,  the  stat.  '34» 
Edward  I,  called  Statutum  de  taliagio  non 
concedendoy  Mr.  Burke  made  his  pattern ; 
and  from  thence  (if  his  plan  should  be 
adoptecT)  he  hoped  the  isame  good  effects 
in  future.  That  this  pattern  statute  was 
absolutely  silent  about  the  rieht ;  but  con- 
fined itself  to  giving  satisfaction  in  future; 
and  that  it  laid  down  no jeeneral  principles 
which  might  tend  to  a^ct  the  royal  pre- 
rogative in  other  particulars.  That  in  all 
human  probability  the  preservation  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  prerogative  wa» 
owing  to  the  clear  and  absolute  surrender 
of  this. 
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He  then  moved  that  the  first,  fourth,  i 
and'fifth  chapters  of  the  Statute  de  tallasto  ' 
'  non  concedendo    might    be    read ;   which  j 
being  done,  he  observed,  that  this  statute 
consisted  of  three  capital  parts ;  a  renun- 
ciation of  taxing,— a  repeal  of  all*  statutes 
which  had  been  made    upon  a  contrary 

Srinciple,— and  k  general  pard6n. — He 
^en  read  his  own  Bill,  and  shewed  its  con* 
formity  to  the  spirit  of  that  Act,  supposing 
Great-Britain  to  stand  in  the  -place  of  the 
sovereign,  and  America  in  that  of  the  sub- 
ject. That  the  circumstances  are  not  in- 
deed in  every  respect  exactly  parallel,  but 
that  they  are  sufficiently  so  to  justify  his 
following  an  example  that  gave  satisfaction 
and  security  on  the  subject  of  taxes,  and 
left  all  other  rights  and  powers  wliatsoever 
exactly  -upon  the  bottom  on  which  they 
stood  before  that  arrangement  had  been 
made. 

He  then  gave  his  reasons  for  not  adopt- 
ing the  metnods  which  (though  not  pro- 
posed in  the  House)  had  been  frequently 
suggested  in  conversation  by  several 
friends  and  well  wishers  to  America. 

And  first  he  mentioned  the  proposal  for 
repealing  the  Declaratory  Act  of  1766. 
On  this  occasion  he  entered  into  the  his- 
torv  of  that  Act,  the  reasons  for  making 
of  It ;  and  the  perfect  acquiescence  of  the 
colonies  under  it ;  until  by  the  renewal  of 
the  scheme  of  actual  taxation  their  appre- 
-  hehsions  were  roused,  and  they  were  taught 
to  look  with  suspicion  and  terror  upon  the 
unlimited  powers  of  the  British  legislature. 
That  the  repeal  of  a  Declaratory  Act  was  a 
thing  impossible;  ^for  it  was  nothing  less, 
than  to  make  the  legislature  accuse  itself 
of  uttering  propositions  that  were  false, 
and  making  claims  that  were  groundless. 
That  the  disgrace  of  an  English  parliament 
could  add  nothing  to  the  security  of  Ame- 
rican liberty.  That  on  the  contrary  our 
inconstancy  would  become  a  bad  ground 
of  trust  That  the  Declaratory  Act  had 
been  misrepresented,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  taxation ;  whereas  the  grand 
scheme  of  taxation  had  preceded  the  De- 
claratory Act,  and  not  been  the  conse- 
quence of  it.  That  the  Act  has  said  no- 
thing in  particular  of  taxation,  but  is  an 
affirmation  of  the  universality  of  the  legis- 
lative po^er  of  Great  Britain  over  the  co- 
lonies. That  if  this  Act  were  repealed,  it 
would  be  a  denial  of  legislative  power,  as 
extensive  as  the  affirmation  of  it  in  the 
Act  so  repealed.  That  he  was  averse  to 
doing  any  thing  upon  sp^ulations  of  right. 
Because  when  parliament  made  a  positive  I 
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concession]  the  bounds  of  it  were  cleir 
and  precise ;  but  when  they  made  a  coo- 
cession  founded  in  theory  and  abstract 
principles,  the  consequences  of  those  prin- 
ciples were  things  out  of  the  power  ofanj 
legislature  to  limit.  That  this  Bill  give 
as  ^fiectual  a  security  against  future  taxa- 
tion as  any  declaration  of  right  could  pos- 
sibly do ;  and  that  it  put  AmericaD  libotj, 
in  that  point,  upon  j^ist  as  good  a  footing 
as  English  liberty  itself. 

He  next  considered  the  proposition  for 
repealing  all  the  Acts  since  1763.  TVi 
he  shewed  to  be  impossible,  without  naa* 
ing  the  whole  system  of  the  trade  laiii 
and  some  of  those  laws  also,  which  areei* 
tremely  beneficial  to  America.  That  d 
the  laws  which  leaned  upon  the  colonies 
and  were  the  cause  or  consequence  of  d« 
quarrel,  were  to  be  repealed  in  this  Bi^ 
which  made  provision  likewise  for  antbi» 
rising  such  a  negociation  as  might  tend  to 
the  settlement  of  all  those  lesser  mattoi 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  partio. 
That  the  Congress  did  not  require  da 
sweeping  repeal  as  a  preliminary  to  peseai 
but  tnat  even  if  it  had,  he  was  lor  treatii| 
of  peace  with  and  making  concession  to 
the  colonies,  and  not  receiving  laws  frsi 
them.  That  he  did  not  conceire,  M 
when  men  come  to  treat  of  peace 
must  of  course  persevere  in  demao' 
every  thing  which  they  claimed  in 
height  of  the  quarrel.  That  the  caase 
ouarrel  was  taxation ;  that  being  remov 
tne  rest  would  not  be  difficult  For 
denied  that  the  desire  of  absolute  i 
pendency  was  or  could  be  general  in 
colonies.  It  was  so  contrary  to 
clearest  interests,  provided  their  lif 
were  preserved,  that  so  far  from 
lievinff  them,  when  they  denied  such  a 
sign,  he  could  scarcely  credit  them  if  tl 
should  assert  it.  He  then  stated  6ve 
six  capital  facts,  to  prove  that  in 
idency  neither  was  or  could  be 
object. 

He  said  he  was  confident,  both 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  from  infi 
tion  which  did  not  use  to  fail  him,  that 
Bill  would  restore  immediate  peace; 
as  much  obedience  as  could  be  ex 
after  so  rude  a  shock  had  been  gives 
government,  and  after  so  long  a  cMrtil9| 
ance  of  public  di8tur))ances.  That  in  M 
Bill,  a  basis  was  laid  for  such  satisfitfti^ 
in  the  opinds  of  all  sober  people  in  Awt^ 
rica,  as  would  enable  government  toll 
and  settle,  if  common  prudence  were  ctt" 
ployed  in  its  future  coDStractioD  lad  mi* 
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iMigem«nt  Thut  in  th6  ftrst  opetHtion  it 
wDold  be  the  true  means  of  dividing  Atne- 
riea.  Not  the  dangerous  and  fiulacious^ 
nethod  of  dividing  which  had  been  pro- 
posed, and  from  which  nothing  but  con- 
fhtion  could  grow:  not  the  division  of 
profinoe  from  province,  or  the  rich  from 
tbe  poor ;  or  the  landed  from  the  trading 
iflterest;  bat  the  division  of  the  peaceable 
fbffl  the  factious ;  the  quiet  from  the 
ambitious;  the  fHends  to  the  unity 
of  tbe  empire,  from  the  projectors  of 
hdependenee.  That  this  would  put  the 
ftsoflard  cff  American  liberty  into  the 
Iiandi  of  the  friends  to  British  govern- 
ment; and  when  this  was  done,  there  was 
Do  doaht,  but  that  a  sense  of  interest,  na- 
ibraf  affection,  the  dread  of  the  horrors  of 
(hff,  and  even  the  love  of  freedom  itself, 
ktter  secured  by  such  an  Act  than  by 
lay  schemes  of  hazardous  speculation, 
•twM  leave  the  really  fkctious  very  few 
bllowers  or  companions. 

He  then  strongly  arged  the  necessity  of 
pvmrng  peace  to  onr  colonies  on  terms  of 
reedora;  dilated  largely  on  the  uncer- 
iBinty  (to  say  no  worse)'  of  obtaining  it 
9onany  other ;  and  the  utter  impossibility 
if  preserving  it  in  future,  without  setting 
ne  minds  of  the  people  at  rest.  He 
hrelt  largely  on  the  mischiefs  which  we 
Inifit  saffbr  by  the  continuance  of  this 
Nnrrel.  He  rested  little  on  the  consi- 
Bration  of  trade  arrd  revenue ;  he  put  that 
M  of  tbe  question,  as  a  abetter  that  would 
0furre  a  large  discussion  by  itself;  but 
hefly  aimed  at  shewing,  that  in  the  pro- 
k^  of  this  business  neiv  powers  must 
e  daily  added  to  the  crown ;  so  that  in 
^kiog  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  others 
k  may  fail  to  obtain  what  we  pursue,  and 
t  the  pursuit  may  lose  our  own  liberty. 
^  this  head  he  dwelt  very  largely,  and 
bnchided  the  whole  with  a  warm  and 
Imest  address  to  the  consciences  of  the 
Kmben,  and  an  exhortation  not  to  trust 
>  general  good  intention,  and  to  an  opi- 
loa  that  what  they  were  doing  was  for 


verance  hi  measures,  which  irere  not  con- 
ceived with  wisdom,  or  conducted '  with 
ability.  . 

He  moved  «  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  composing  the  present 
Troubles,  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  America." 

The  foUowing  is  a  Copy  of  the  BilL 

"  Whereas,  by  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God,  and  the  industry,  enterprise  and 
courage  of  several  of  the  people  of  this 
realm,  extensive  and  valuable  territories 
have  been  acquired  in  America  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  are  now 
inhabited  by  great  multitudes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  who  have  cultivated  and 
improved  the  same  for  the  most  part  stt 
their  own  charges,  to  the  great  increase 
of  the  commerce  and  naval  strength  of 
this  kingdom,  and  have  also,  of  their  own 
free  gift,  made  provision  for  the  support 
of  the  civil  government  within  iheir  said 
plantations,  have  maintained  many  est* 
pensive  wars  against  the  Indian'  nations, 
and  have  at  sundry  times  granted  large 
sums  of  money,  and  other  very  consider 
able  aids  to  his  Majesty,  and  his  royiil 
predecessors,  to  support  them  against  tbe 
enemies  of  this  kingdom,  notwithstanding 
which  the  inhaintants  of  thcf  said  coloniei 
have  been  mude  liable  to  several  taxes 
given  and  granted  in  parliament,  for  the 

gurpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  when  thev 
eve  had  no  knignts  or  burgesses,  or  othere 
of  their  own  chusing,  to  represent  them 
in  partiament  *  and  from  the  great  dis- 
tance of  the  sriid  colonies  fVom  this  land, 
and  other  impediments,  are  not  able  coc(- 
veniently  to  send  nepresentatives  to  the 
said  parliament,  whereby  the  said  inhabi- 
tants of  the  British  cofonies  have  coif- 
ceived  themselves  to  be  much  aggrieved, 
and  thereby  great  troubles  have  ariseii, 
and  are  likely  to  continue,  if  a  fitting  re- 
medy be  not  provided.  Wherefore,  we 
pray  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted 
and  declared,  and  it  is  hereby  eiracted  and 


|e  support  of  government,  when  it  was  '  declared,  by,  &o.  drc.  &c. 


rfrom  evident,  that  under  rhe  name  of 
inremment,  ft  was  not  the  ambition,  tbei 
direst,  the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of 
nietdar  men  that  they  were  supporting ; 
hat  they  wefe  bound  not  to  give  con- 
fenc6,  where  nftionat  grounds  of  con- 
knee  did  not  appear;  and  that  anarchy 
Mead  of  government,  and  civil  confusion 
istead  of  peace  and  obedience,  would  be 
ie  consequence  of  an  encouragement 
rven  by  that  House  to  a  bfind  perse'^ 
IV0L.XV11I.] 


*«  That  no  aid,  subsidy,  tax,  dtrty,  loort, 
benevolence,  or  any  other  burthen  or  itii- 
position  wh{rt<«oever,  shailbe  granted,  laid, 
asset^sed,  leviecf,  or  collected  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  any  colony  or  plantation  in 
America,  by  the  authority,  or  in  virtne  of 
any  act  of  parliament,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  or  by  any  other  authority,  than 
the  voluntary  grant  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, or  general  court  of  each  colony 
or  plantation)  ami  wiiich  shaS  be  assented 
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to  by  hU  Majesty's  governory  and  other- 
wise confirmed  according  to  the  usage  of 
each  province  respectively^  any  law,  sta- 
tute, custom,  right,  prerogative,  or  any 
other  matter  whatsoever  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Saving  to  his  Majesty, 
nis  heirs,  and  successors,  his  right  of  re- 
serving and  collecting  quit-rents,  and  other 
his  ancient  dues  and  revenues,  and  all 
other  duties  and  taxes  by  this  Act  not  re- 
pealed, and  savins  and  reserving  to  all 
proprietors  and  charter-companies,  their 
ancient  rights,  privileges,  ana  possessions. 

^*  Provided  always,  that  notning  in  this 
Act  shall  extend,  or  be  construe  to  ex- 
tend, to  restrain  the  future  imposition,  and 
levy  of  duties  and  taxes  for  the  reeulation  of 
trade  and  commerce  in  all  theaominions 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  be- 
longing. 

'*  And  in  order  to  remove  all  doubt  and 
uneasiness  from  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  colonies,  it  is  hereby  further 
enacted,  that  if  any  act  of  parliament  shall 
be  hereafter  made  for  the  purpose  of  such 
regulation  or  trade,  the  produce  of  the 
duties  thereby  laid,  shall  be  held  by  the 
collectors,  or  receivers  of  his  Majesty's 
customs,  for  the  disposal  of  the  general  as- 
semblies, as  if  the  same  had  been  levied 
by  the  authority  of  the  Several  general  as- 
semblies in  the  said  colonies. 

**  And  whereas,  during  these  troubles, 
the  assemblies,  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
colonies,  have  formed  a  general  meeting, 
which  said  meeting  was  not  authorised  by 
law  to  make  any  order  or  resolution,  or  to 
do  any  other  act  of  force,  to  bind  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  And  whereas  it  may  be 
necessary,  that  the  said  colonies  should 
have  kuthority  to  do  certain  acts  by 
common  consent,  which  should  includCe 
the  whole  body  of  the  said  colonies.  Be 
it  therefore  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  to  give  authority  to  his  gover- 
nors in  America,  to  require  the  said  se- 
veral assemblies  to  send  deputies  to  a  ee- 
neral  meeting,  with  full  powers  to  bind 
their  said  several  provinces',  to  all  acts 
done  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  said 
general  meeting,  which  meeting,  and  the 
powers  thereof,  shall  cease  and  determine 
on  if  not  further  continued 

l)y  parliament. 

<*  And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  troubles,  several  acts  of  jparliament 
have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  coer« 
cing  and  restraining  the  colonies,  of  which 

an  advaatagQ  bas  teen  takea  to  represent 


the  same,  as  if  a  design  had  been  fonned 
to  deprive  the  people  of  the  said  cdosiei 
of  several  rights,  benefits,  and  adnatagei 
of  nature,  and  of  the  British  coostitutioD, 
which  hath  greatly  increased  the  diicoQ- 
tents  of  the  colonies,  and  fomeoted  the 
troubles  in  America.    In  order,  therefore, 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Majesty*!  Mb-< 
jects  in  America,  and  to  reclaim  the  diio* 
bedient  by  that  lenity,  which  ought  t» 
have  the  strongest  operation  on  the  mmdi 
of  free  subjects,  be  it  enacted,  that  an  Act 
made  in  the  7th  year  of  his  present  M»> 
jest^,  entituled  *  An  Act  for  graDtingoa<- 
'  tain  duties  in  the  British  colonies  wi 
plantations  in  America,  for  alloving  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  of  customs  upoa 
the  exportation  from  this  kingdon,  of 
coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  prodooe  i 
the  said  colonies  or  plantadons;  forfih 
continuing   the  drawbacks,  payable  oa_ 
China  earthen-ware,  exported  to  Ana* 
rica;  and  for  more  effectually  preventivi 
the    clandestine  running   of  goods  ii 
said  colonies  and  plantations.'    Akooai 
other  Act,  made  m  the  14th  year  of  lb 
reign  of  his  present    Majesty,  entitnUi 
An  Act  to  oiscontinue  in  such  muuNi^ 
and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  mea* 
tioned,  the  landing  and  discharging,  Isd^ 
ing  or  shipping,  of  goods,    wares,  sid 
merchandize,  at  the    town,  and  widiil 
the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  theprovboscf 
Massachuset's  Bay,  in  North  Amerieii' 
Also  one  other  Act,  made  in  the  14th  fM 
of  his  present  Majesty,  entituled  <  An  Ad 
'  for  the  impartial  administration  of  juM 
in  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  iM 
acts  done  by  them  in  the  execotioa  i 
the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  tm 
and  tumults  in  the  province  of  fiihfli* 
chuset's  Bay,  in  New  England.'    Aht 
one  other  Act,  made  in  the  14th  yesrrf 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  entitaki 
An  Act  for  the   better  regulating  tkj 
government  of  the  province  of  the  aM 
sachuset's  Bay,  in    New  £Dgland,'H 
herebv   severally    and    respecthrelj  i» 
pealed. 

*<  And  the  King's  most  excelleat  lb* 
jesty  taking  into  his  gracious  considol* 
tion  the  great  troubles,  discords,  and  «i% 
that  have  of  late  been  in  some  of  his  H^ 
jest's  colonies  in  America,  and  that  dim 
of  nis  subjects  are,  by  occasion  theii4 
and  otherwise,  fallen  into,  and  becosi 
obnoxious  to  great  pains  and  peaatot^j 
out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  desire  to  nitf  t*! 
end  to  all  suits  and  controversies,  thit  If' 

occuioA  of  the  late  diBtnctioni  in  Av^ 
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rkSy  have  ttisen,  or  may  arise^  between 
hiB  subjects;  and  to  the  intent,  that  no 
crime  whatsoever,  committed  against  his 
Majesty,  shall  hereafter  rise  in  judgment, 
or  be  brought  in  question,  against  any  of 
them,  to  the  least  endamagement  of  them, 
either  in  their,  lives,  liberties,  or  estates, 
or  to  the  prejudice  of  their  reputations ; 
and  to  bury  all  seeds  of  future  discords 
sod  remembrance  of  the  former,  as  well  in 
bis  own  breast,  as  in  the  breasts  of  his  sub- 
jects, one  towards  another;  is  grjiciously 
pleased,  that  it  soay  be  enacted,  and  be  it 
enacted,  &c.  Sec. 

**  That  all  and  all  manner  of  treasons, 
viisprisions  of  treasons,  murders,  felonies, 
oilences,  crimes,  contempts,  and  misde- 
meanors, counselled,  commanded,  acted 
or  dime  since  the  by  any 

perKm  or  persons  in  America,  before  the 

by  virtue,  or  colour  of 
any  command,  power,  authority,  commis- 
sion, warrant  or  instruction  from  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  from  any  other  person  or  persons, 
denying  or  pretending  to  derive  authority, 
mediately  or  immediately,  from  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  of  or  from  any  assembly,  council, 
general  court,   convention,  congress,  or 
meeting,  in  any  of  his  Majestv's  colonies 
in  America,  called  or  reputea,  or  taking 
on  them  the  name  of  the  assembly,  coun- 
cil, or  general  court,  of  any  of  hb  Ma- 
jesty's colonies  in  America,  or  of  a  general 
congress,  or  provincial  congress ;  or  any 
other  name  or  stvle  whatsoever,  or  by 
inrtue  or  colour  or  atw  writ,  commission, 
or  instruction  of  or  ^om  any  person  or 
penons,    reputed,    or  taken  to   be,  or 
daiming  or  exercising  the  power  of  com- 
Biander  in  chief  of  the  continental  army 
in  America,  or  of  any  provincial  army,  or 
commander  of  any  army,  or  body  of  troops 
whatsoever,  withm  any  of  his  Majesty's 
colonies  in  America,  by  sea  or  land,  or  of 
iny  mMstrate  or  officer,  within  any  of 
^  said  colonies,  or  by  any  pretence, 
warrant,  or  command  whatsoever,  from 
^)^»  or  any  of  them,  or  their,  or  any  of 
^^^  respective  counsel  or  counsel,  or 
*ny  member  of  such  counsel  or  couQseb, 
ot  from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
^^>ng,  or  pretending  to  derive  autho- 
^  from  them,  or  any  of  them,  be  par- 
doned, released,  indemnified,  discharged, 
>nd  put  in  utter  oblivion. 

**  Aad  that  all  and  every  the  person 
^  persons,  acting,  advising,  assisting, 
*^ting,  and  counselling  the  same,  they, 
^^  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
■^)  and  are  hereby  pardoned,  released, 


acquitted,  indemnified,  and  discharged 
from  the  same ;  and  of  and  from  all  pains 
of  death,  and  other  pains,  judgments,  in- 
dictments, informations,  convictions,  at« 
tainders,  outlawries,  penalties,  escheats, 
and  forfeiture^,  and  every  of  them,  and  all 
grants  thereupon  made,  and  all  estates 
derived  under  the  same,  be  and  are  hereby 
declared  and  enacted  to  be,  from  hence- 
forth null  and  void  ;  extinguishing  all  ac- 
tions, suits,  demands,  and  prosecutions, 
civil,  or  criminal,  public  or  private,  except 
for  the  restoration  of  such  estates,  as  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  seized  from  the  owners, 
Muring  the  troubles ;  and  for  restoring  to 
the  said  owners  the  mean  profits  of  the 
same.  Provided,  that  arms  not  taken  up 
by  his  Majesty's  authority,  shall  be  laid 
down  by  our  subjects  in  the  said  pro- 
vinces, within        J* 

The  Hon.  R.  B,  Wokingham  seconded 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Welhore  Ellis  replied  to  Mr.  Burke ; 
and  urged  that  the  greater  disposition 
Great  Britain  shewed  towards  conciliation, 
the  more  obstinate,  rebellious,  and  inso^ 
lent  America  would  become. 

Sir  George  Savile  supported  the  motion, 
which  not  only  involvedf  in  it  the  liberties 
of  America,  but  even  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  for  it  would  be  the  height  of  cre- 
dulity and  madness  to  expect  that  Britain 
coula  long  retain  her  constitution  in- 
violate, if  America  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  unconstitutional  subjection.  The  mi- 
nisters have  often  said,  they  do  not  know 
what  America  wants,  for  that  she  is  eveiy 
day  rising  in  her  demands.  He  could  very 
easily  imagine  the  leading  people  of  Ame* 
ica,  the  congress,  to  be  Tike  the  ministry. 


A  number  of  men  perhaps  not  thoroughfv 
united.  We  have  the  noble  lord  (North} 
who  is  one  day  for  conciliation;  but  as 
soon  as  the  first  word  is  out,  he  is  checked 
and  controuled,  and  instead  of  concilia- 
tion, out  comes  confusion.  He  declared, 
upon  his  word,  the  noble  lord's  character 
and  frankness  ought  not  to  be  so  treated. 
He  is  used  as  if  he  was  meant  to  be  made 
a  fool  of.  He  could  suppose  the  people  in 
the  Congress  pulling  aifferent  ways,  as 
they  do  here.  Now,  said  he,  suppose  we 
are  the  Conffress.  The  leading  men  sit 
Uiere,  (pointmg  to  the  Treasury  bench) 
for  instance;  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wedderburn^  for  his  quiet  and  temperate 
character,  spirit  of  moderation,  deep  phi- 
losophy, love  of  liberty  and  his  country,  I 
will  suppose  is  Dr.  Franklin.  I  have 
fixed  upon  him,  besides,  as  his  particnlat 
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friend.  His  neigbboar»  (lord  G.  G^« 
inain)  is  general  Putnam.  Ki^  n/^t 
l^eighbour  (lord  North)  is  Mr.  Adamst 
^na  there  is  a  gentleman  there,  I  can 
suppose  to  be  Mr.  Hancock^-I  beg  your 
pardon,  Mr.  Speaker,  (bowing  to  the 
ppeaker)  you  are  Mr«  Hancock.  Now  I 
will  suppose  all  these  great  men  got  to^ 
gether ;  and  our  Dr.  Franklin  to  take  up 
the  defence  of  the  colonies,  with  all  that 
wit  and  eloquence  of  which  he  is  master, 
1  will  only  suggest  the  topics  upon  which 
he  would  talk.  Here  sir  George  put  all 
the  strongest  words  and  arguments  in  de- 
fence of  America,  into  the  mouth  of  this 
supposed  Dr.  Franklin,  and  went  on  in 
ihe  same  manner  with  the  other  supposed 
persons. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  insisted,  that  the  surest 
means  of  amicably  adjusting  the  dif- 
ferences between  toe  two  countries,  and 
settling  their  respective  rights  on  a  solid 
basis,  would  be  to  show,  that  any  conces- 
^on  on  our  part  proceed^  from  our  love 
of  justice,  not  from  dread  of  the  resistance 
wc  might  meet  with  in  the  execution  of 
our  designs ;  the  stronger  we  were,  there- 
fore, the  more  dignity  aud  effect  our  ne> 
gociations  would  have. 

Lord  Ossory  was  for  the  motion.  He 
disapproved  of  the  dangerous  experiment 
of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  the  obsti* 
Iiacy,  if  not  worse,  of  prosecuting  it  at  so 
great  a  risk,  and  at  such  enormous  e^- 
pence. 

^  Mr.  Hmry  Dundus  was  against  Ame- 
lEica,  a<)d  in  support  of  the  power  of  the 
state,  and  the  st^ur^me  legislative  autbo^ 
l^ty  of  parliament. 

Xiord  Jjfhn  Cavendish  was  for  the  mo- 
^Km,  and  aevere  upon  the  ministers,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  want  of  union  aniAiiig 
themselves.  He  said,  it  was  on^  day 
peace,  another  war;  on^  day  it  was  the 
commerce  only  of  America  that  was  worth 
preserving ;  next  day  every  thing  was  t« 
pe  sacrificed  to  the  supreme,  undefined 
authority  of  parUament ;  and  the  last  day, 
(upon  the  land  tax)  he  perceived  the  mi- 
sister  returned  to  his  former  ground,  and 
absolutely  and  expressly  contended  for  the 
sight  of  taxatiotn,  the  exercise  of  that 
l^i^ht,  and  that  too  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue,  ia  order  to  lighten  the 
burthens  of  this  oountry. 

The  Hrm.  Mr.  Fitzpatrkh  was  lor  the 

motion.    He  declared  his  good  opinion  of 

'  |he   gentlemen    in   administrajtion,    with 

whom  he  had  acted  till  that  day ;  that  he 
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wasc^nvincedthieirmefisiiraawcniiiiiiMi^ 
«]id  the  object  impracligahle. 

Mr.  Adam  vaa  agaisst  tlia  iMion,  Mr* 
Sawbridjge  for  it,  and  tdMA  Qnkn 
gainst  it. 

Mr.  r.  Tcimuhead  was  for  this  note. 
He  arryigped  and  pondeiontfd  admiaiitiii 
tion  in  severe  taf«ps» 

Governor  PunmaU  mm  Wf>nj  ^  Aa 
House  bad  gone  into  Uie  queitioo  af  tht 
right  of  tai^ation,  on  a  prppositiaa,  vbidb 
waving  that  question,  was  moved  soUy 
on  the  ground  of  exp^diancy.  The  gen- 
tleman who  moved  it  bad  studi^rif 
avoided  touching  upon  the  r^t,  and  yet 
the  House  had  been  now  near  seven  ihMM 
talking  upon  a  aubject,  which  bad  nsdM| 
to  do  with  the  Question  of  the  day.  Be 
was  sorry  to  find,  that  this  dascussioB  W 
been  carried  on  with  mutual  reproadwirf 
parties.  So  long,  said  be,  as  the  HouM 
will  dwell  upon  this  poifit,  andsolengji 
parties  shall  be,  as  they  always  are  is 
thiji  point,  more  solicitous  to  dis^iBuaiH 
their  own  principles,  to  defend  the  leelii 
tude  and  consistancy  of  their  psrtacshi 
line  of  conduct,  in  repfoba^n  of  that  4 
others,  we  never  can  come  ta  aay  ari 
settlement  of  this  maMer. 

It  seems  now,  at  length,  high  tiais  H 
say  something  to  the  r^  question  Mff 
you.  He  sa&  if  he  had-  risen  esriier  h 
the  day  to  speak,  he  should  liave  foOoarf 
the  hon*  gentlemap  thrcHigh  the  wbsleif 
his  reasoning,  as  well  as  examined  lb 
proposition  with  which  he  aondudad;  M 
Biow,  after  so  long  a  debate,  and  at  lohli 
an  hour,  be  should  confine  himself  fimff 
to  the  prapositioo.  In  the  stating  sf  i^ 
lie  begged  the  attention  of  the  gentknUi 
that  if  he  misaatated  i(,  he  might  be«»< 
rected. 

The  boa.  gentleman  has  stated  4kii 
husiaoss  as  lying  in  tiurae  lioas  ofceaeidia 
atioii«  or  three  plans*  on  which  it  sMghtkl 
taken  up.  The  first  was  direct  war;  ikl 
second*  a  mixture  of  war  and  negoeislMi; 
and,  tbisdiy,  hi^  plata  of  caaoessioQ,  f«* 
vious  to  sll  treaty ;  that  ^  caaassiM 
made  as  prelimiaaries  to  peaces  Th»  M 
part  of  his  speech  endeiaivours  to  prM 
that  war  was  impractic^le ;  his  esoMl 
part  was  taken  op  to  shew,  that  the  niii 
plan,  as  he  calls  it,  iMist  he  aseiise* 
fruitless  perplexities.  He  says,  it  wse  ■•» 
cessary  to  dispose  of  these  two  idese  M^ 
that  he  might  make  way  for  the  third,  ^ 
own  plan.  In  his  manner  af  daing  itf  b 
has  ^justified  the  propriety  of  v^^^ffj^ 
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cinaoth?  conndered  till  Iha  next  pkn» 
ffUcb  h9  ttippoaes  to  be  the  mioisU^r'A 
iboyisdiipottdfrf'y  we  ought  to  know,  first, 
vhat  that  plan  if,  aod  ikk  be  aetisfied  with 
kit  dupoaioff  of  a  phaQtom  of  his  own 
nisDg,  which  heauppoaes  to  be  that  plan. 
Tbe  ipeach  from  the  throoe  informa  us, 
titat  there  is  iOQie  plan  of  pacification:  we 
nay  take  assaranoe,  ihat  the  ministera 
gHiit  lay  that  before  ua ;  according,  there- 
fere,  to  the  hoo.  g^tleman's  own  method 
pmcribed,  we  muat  diapoae  of  that  before 
ve  caa  come  to  the  conaideration  of  hia 

S.  But  if  there  waa  not  that  reason, 
I  bis  own  idea  of  the  method  of  pro- 
eseding,  I  cannot  but  thiok  it  decent  to 
DiBiider,  first,  chat  plan,  of  which  the 
feecb  froiD  the  throne  has  given  the  first 
Mtiee,  and  not  to  auiler  it  to  be  antici- 
Nfiad  bjr  tbe  intervention  of  any  previona 
(hn.  if  that  gentleman  had  on  any  occa* 
paa  given  notice  that  he  would  i^er  to 
be  House  propoaitiona  on  any  particular 
abject,  and  if  after  such  notice,  any  other 
{SQtlemen  should  endeavour  to  anticipate 
iiD,  bv  getting  a  previous  day,  I  would 
ertainly,  in  such  case,  move  tde  previous 

eion  on  that  gentleman's  motion,  as  I 
on  this  of  the  hon.  gentleman  to-day. 
He  says,  Sir,  such  is  the  state  of  this 
kdnerican  business,  that  we  must  either 
bange  their  sentiments  by  negociation, 
w  subdue  the  rising  spirit ;  Uiat  we  cannot 
abdue  the  apirit  which  is  up,  by  war; 
iiat  «re  cannot  change  it  by  any  negocia- 
ioQ,  which,  while  war  lasts,  we  can  enter 
Mo ;  we  most  therefore  previously  make 
Mcesaions;  we  must  disavow  our  decla- 
Hion;  repeal  our  acta^  sue  for  peace, 
ad  the  Americans  will  give  it  to  us,  on 
ii  plan;  we  must  previously  regain  their 
Mkfidence,  «*  by  Removing  the  ground  of 
he  diffierence :"  on  the  plan  he  proposes, 
la  shall  restore  the  former  unsuspecting 
BBfidsnce  of  the  colonies.  This,  Sir,  is  the 
B(y  question  now  before  you.  Let  us,  then, 
Muiaer,  the  concessions  which  he  pro« 
OSes,  and  examine,  by  the  best  rule  and 
lly  judge  in  this  case,  experience,  what 
net  these  concessions  will  have?  He 
fs,  that  as  the  Americarts  did,  on  the 
ipeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  resign  themaelves 
^  their  unauspecting  ooafidenoe,  and 
are  petfeetfty  aatisfied,  so  will  they  now, 
his  plan  ia  adopted ;  and  he  has  read 
aaa  tha  joumala  of  tbe  Congress,  their 
anb  aa  hia  authority:  but  as  he  has  not 
•d  ail  their  words,  nor  all  the  sentence, 
t  MS  see  bow  the  whole  stands.  •*  Afler 
ijoapeal  of  the  Slamp  *Act»*'  aay  thejr, 


<<  having  again  resigned  ouraelyea  to  our 
ancient    unsuspicious   affeotions    for  the 
parent  state,  and   anxious  to  avoid  any 
controversy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  fiivour* 
aUe  alteration  in  sentiments  and  measurea 
towards  us,  we  did  not  press  our  objeo* 
tions,  against  the  above  mentioned  atatutea 
made  subsequent  to  tUat  repeal.^'    So  fiw 
I  then,  it  appears  from  having  no  suspicionSp 
they  had  objections ;    objections  to  Acta 
psiised    subsequent  to  Jie   repeal;    aod 
these  Acta  are  specified  in  their  resolvea 
and  proceedings  to  be  aces  of  1766;  the 
Declaratory  Act,  and  the  Act  for  granting 
duties  in  lieu  of  others  repealed.    When,  . 
Sir,  instead  of  alterations  of  sentimenta 
and  measures  towards  them,  one  law  waa 
made,  proposed  by  this  gentleman's  friends^ 
declanng  a  power  to  bind  them  tn  all  casea 
whatsoever ;  and  one  other,  reciting,  that 
although  it  was  proper  to  repeal,  certaua 
rates  Mid  duties  on  account  of  tfae^r  inex* 
pedienc^,  ^et  it  was  neceaaaiy  tc^  grant 
others  in  lieu  of  them,  to  his  Mtgeat^,  hia 
heirs  and  successors,  to  be  paid  into  tha 
exchequer  and  reserved  for  the  future"dia» 
posal  oiP  parliament ;  their  content  vaniab6d0 
they  relapsed  into  their  suspicions,  they 
began  to  come  forward  with  their  object 
tions,  and  the  New  York  petition  was  th£r 
first  symptom  of  thia.    But,  Sir,  they  not 
only  were  not,  in  fact,  but  they  could  net 
on  the  principles  from  which  they  of>posed 
our  system,  be,  content.    They  objected 
to  all  laws  laying  duties  for  the  expreaa 
purpoae  of  a  revenue.    Tlie  6th  Geo.  S» 
c.  52,  granted  duties  to  his  Majesty,  hia 
heifs  and  auccessors,  to  be  paid  aa  a  ceve« 
nue  into  the  exchequer,  and  to  be  there 
at  the  disposal  of  parliament.    Many  lawa 
prior  to  tliis  period,   gave  and  sranted 
duties,  and  appropriated  them  to  the  pur^ 
pose  of  revenue.    We  have  heard  much 
of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  and  by  some 
mistake,  gentlemen  under  that  idea  lefisr 
to  the  Act  of  Trade  of  the  25th  Car.  S. 
The  Act  of  Navigation  directs  that  all  the 
commerce  of  the  colonies  shall  be  carried 
on  in  British  shipping,  and  enumerates  a 
certain  number  of  articlea  of  the  produce 
of  the  plantations  which  are  to  be  brought 
to  England  only.    The  Act  of  Trade  saya» 
that  there  shall  be  answered  and  paid  to 
your  roajoRty,  if  bond  shall  not  be  firaa 
given  to  bring  auch  commoditiea  to  £ng- 
wnd,  the  ratea  there  specified.     Here  we 
find  the  precise  idea  of  duties  laid  as  a  re« 
gtthition  of  trade:     But  in  1696,  in  king 
William's  reign,  we  find  fi>r  the  first  timOf 
theaoi  ilutiea  conceited  into  a  jreyemiei 
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they  are  directed  to  be  paid  whether  bond 
be  given  or  not.  Revenue  officers,  under 
the  directions  of  the  Lord  High  Treasurer, 
are  established.  If  therefore  we  are  to 
repeal  all  Acts  which  grant  duties  as  reve- 
nue, in  1696,  not  in  1764,  was  the  system 
changed.  If  therefore  on  that  principle 
we  ffo  back  to  1763,  we  must  of  necessity 
go  back  to  1672.  But  lest  gentlemen 
should  doubt  whether  duties  granted  to  his 
Majesty  were  ever  before  1764  appro- 
priated to  revenue,  let  them  refer  to  the 
Civil  List  Act,  of  the  1st  of  Geo,  1,  there 
thev  will  find  thai  the  plantation  duties, 
which  by  the  25th  Car.  2.  **  were  granted 
to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors 
for  ever,  shall  be  brought  and  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  for  the  pur- 
po$es  in  this  Act  expressed,"  namely,  the 
forming  a  fund  for  the  civil  list.  But,  Sir, 
before  this  time  the  tax  of  six-pence  a 
month  laid  upon  all  American  seamen, 
and  always  jpaid  by  them,  was  laid  in  king 
William's  tune,  for  the  purpose  of  aug- 
menting the  revenues  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital. The  Americans  require  the  repeal 
of  the  Post-office  Act,  of  the  5th  Geo.  8 ; 
that  act.  Sir,  laid  no  new  duties,  it  made 
new  regulations ;  but  it  was  the  Post-office 
Act  of  the  10th  Anne,  which  granted  du- 
ties in  America  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
her  majesty  to  carry  on  tne  war.  It  ap- 
pears therefore,  as  they  were  not,  so  they 
could  not,  be  content  with  what  was  done 
in  1766. 

But  to  come  to  the  precise  proposition 
of  this  day.  It  is  a  proposal  ot  a  Bill 
formed  on  the  resolutions  which  the  gen- 
tleman moved  last  year;  and  ^hat  propo- 
sition, although  grounded  first,  on  the 
complaint  which  the  Americans  make  of 
their  grievances;  second,  on  the  decla- 
ration of  their  rights ;  and  third  on  the 
plan  of  the  preliminaries  wiiich  they  throw 
out ;  although  they  reauire,  as  such  pre- 
liminary, that  we  shoula  go  back  to  1763, 
—that  proposition  does  not  extend  to  a 
full  remedy  of  their  grievances,  and  to  their 
idea  of  their  rights ;  it  does  not  go  even  to 
1763,  it  goes  only  back  to  1766.  It  is 
▼ery  ready  to  repeal  every  Act,  except  the 
Acts  of  the  administration  of  that  gentle- 
man's friends.  The  Declaratory  Act  is  not 
to  be  repealed.  The  Revenue  Act  of  the 
6th  Geo.  3,  is  not  to  be  repealed.  Let  us 
first  see  whqt  the  efiect  of  this  plan  of 
concession  made  last  year,  was :  it  came 
last  year  in  resolutions,  it  is  now  formed 
into  a  Bill.  Why,  Sir,  since  this  plan  was 
proposed,  the  CongreaSf  reiterating  their 


demand  of  the  repeal  of  all  l3ie  Actsof  re« 
venue  and  restriction  since  1763;  specify 
particularly  the  Declaratory  Lsw,  and  the 
Revenue  Act  of  1766.  After  hafing  re- 
cited fifteen  heads  of  grievances,  bear  wbat 
they  say  in  their  own  words:  *<  Bat  why 
should  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  de- 
tail ^  By  one  statute  it  it  declared  that 
parliament  of  right  bind  us  in  all  caaet 
whatsoever.  What  is  to  defend  us  against 
so  enormous,  so  unlimited  a  power  ?** 

Upon  the  efiect  which  this  plan  has  bad 
last  year,  we  may  fairly  put  the  isaoe  of 
the  effect  that  may  be  expected  from  in 
this  year,  especially  when  this  year  we 
find  in  the  preliminaries  of  the  Congrea^ 
the  removal  of  the  troops  as  well  as  oo»^ 
cessions ;  which  does  not  make  part  # 
this  gentleman's  plan.  Whatever  expee*' 
tations  that  gentleman  may  have  of  ooa* 
fidence  from  the  Americans,  in  com* 

auence  of  this  plan,  he  may  be  assure^ 
lat  while  the  Americans  are  very  wiSi^ 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  w 
and  his  friends,  other  persons  will  hift 
their  confidence.  The  gentleman  and  lai 
friends  bid  as  low  as  they  can  in  coa^ 
science  go ;  but  others  have  bid  lovcrl 
some  are  ready  to  go  back  to  1765;  otbett 
think  you  should  still  go  farther.  Tte 
Americans  expect  that  we  should  go  te* 
ther;  for  see  on  what  ground  \Mjfi 
themselves,  when  they  ask  only  the  repol 
of  the  revenue  and  restrictive  laws  pam 
since  1763.  Take  it  in  their  ownwsidi: 
**  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  do  ooofiaft. 
themselves  at  present  to  the  coosideiatiai 
of  such  rights  as  have  been  infringed  iiafli 
the  year  1763,  postponing  the  further coa* 
sideration  of  the  general  state  of  Amenem 
rights  to  a  future  day«" 

From  the  first  spring  of  this  sad  busiDClk 
having  been  for  modes  of  poli^  is  jut* 
ference  to  measures  of  force,  I  have  i^ 
ways"  thought,  and  invariably  said,  thi 
your  system  called  for  revision  and  smeaj^^ 
ment;  I  have  been  against  all  partial  coB" 
cession  and  repeals.  I  think  it  sbouM  bt 
laid  on  some  basis,  which  b  solid  and  vnf 
be  permanent;  on  such  whereon  theUbtf* 
ties  of  America  being  fixed,  the  sovere^^ 
of  the  empire  might  be  established.  Ba* 
peals  upon  every  partial  complaiat,  ui 
concessions  upon  every  clamour,  aootdit ' 
way;  this  would  produce  nothing  tat 
endless  successions  of  quarrels,  and  patA^ 
ing  up  of  those  quarrels.  IndudiBf  bdb0i 
pax  rursum.  It  should  be  taken  op  ^ 
some  great  and  general  system.  An  ! 
such  I  now  expect,  and  shall  therefe^ 
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although  I  give  no  negative,  move  the 
preTious  Question  on  any  parts  of  a  scheme 
moved  on  partial  grounds,  that  of  previous 
concessions* 

But  to  consider  the  purport  of  the  BDl 
itself.    Although  it  is  pounded  on  the 
complaints  of  the  American  grievances, 
and  of  the  violation  of  their  rights,  it  does 
not  go  to  the  redress  and  remedy.    They 
complain  of  laws,  laying  duties,  and  grant- 
ing tnem  for  the  expresspurpose  of  revenue; 
yet  it  goes  only  back  to  1766.    You  have 
seen  that  the  remedy  to  be  real  and  effi- 
cient must  carry  us  back  to  1672.    They 
complain  of  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction: 
now  that.  Sir,  is  as  old  as  the  Act  of  Navi- 
gation.   By  that  Act,  ships  navigated  con- 
trary to  law  were  to  be  seized,  might  be 
brought  to  the  court  of  Admiralty  in  ifng- 
land,  on  the  express  principle,  that  there 
should  be  no  party  juries.    For  the  ease, 
and  not  the  aggrieving  of  the  subject, 
courts  of  Admirtuty  were  afterwards  esta- 
blished in  the  colonies,  and  all  this  system 
stood  established  before  the  period  ofi764. 
To  my  argument  it  is  nothing  how  far  this 
is  right  or  wrong,  grievous  or  otherwise : 
bat  the  Americans  complain  of  it  as  a 
grievance ;  and  if  the  Bill  which  is  to  re- 
dress their  grievance,  and  to  concede  to 
their  complaints,  must  go  to  the  bottom; 
if  it  means  or  hopes  to  gain  their  confi- 
dence— this  Bill  does  not  go  far  enough — 
there  are  others  who  are  willing  to  go 
further. 

On  this  gpround,  he  said,  that  the  pre- 
■cnt  proposition  would  not  produce  the 
effect  it  proposed ;  that  it  was  but  a  part 
of  a  system  proposed  as  an  expedient,  or 
rather  an  experiment  to  a  partial  purpose. 
On  the  assorance  that  this  busmess  of 
America  would  be  now  taken  up  on  some 
great  and  general  system  in  the  whole,  and 
the  Speech  had  announced  some  plan, 
which  from  the  method  adopted  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  be  disposed  of 
™^t,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Lord  George  Germaine  said,  as  he  had 
held  but  one  conduct  in  this  American 
basineBs,  as  he  had  been  direct  and  ex- 
plicit in  that  conduct,  he  no^r  entered  into 
l^ce  on  the  same  principles,  on  the  same 
hoe  of  conduct,  and  he  hoped  he  should  be 
Wwaysfound  decisive, direct,  and  firm  in  it. 
Oq  the  point  of  the  legislative  authority  of 
«!•  country,  he  should  always  maintain 
™t  sovereignty  which  was  established  and 
rounded  on  the  constitution.  On  the 
point  of  taxation,  although  he  should 
.^er  concede  the  right,  he  should  never 

§ 


object  to  the  withholding  the  ezerdse  of  it^ 
if  other  modes  could  be  adopted.  But  if 
wq  are  to  have  no  peace,  unless  we  give 
up  the  right,  the  contest  is  brought  to  a 
fair  issue  ;  we  are  equal  to  the  contest ; 
our  internal  resources  are  great ;  and  we 
can  never  despair  of  that  assistance  which 
we  may  want. 

Gentlemen  call  for  answers  to  several 
questions:  I  stand  forth,  as  far  as  my 
judgment  can,  and  my  advice  goes,  to 
give  an  answer.  Are  we,  say  some  gen- 
demen,  to  give  up  taxation  >  Are  we  to 
have  no  American  revenue?  I  do  hope 
we  shall ;  I  trust  we  shall  draw  a  revenue 
from  America.  Whether  that  shall  be  by 
the  exercise  of  our  right  of  taxation,  or 
whether  by  any  other  mode,  I  do  not  think 
material.  If  the  Americans,  willing  to 
join  their  aid  ta  the  common  supply,  and 
willing  to  share  our  common  burtheni 
with  us,  can  propose  any  m^e  which  will 
make  them  easy,  which  will  remove  theur 
fears  and  jealousies,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
adopt  it.  1  wish  they  were  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  year  176S,  if  the  government 
of  this  country  was  so  likewise.  If  our 
present  system  is  wrong,  let  us  avow  it ; 
consider  and  rectify  it.  They  have  a  right 
to  every  liberty  which  they  can  enjoy^ 
consistent  with  the  sovereignty  and  supre* 
macy  of  this  country.  Let  them  be  happy. 
Nobody  can  wish  them  more  so  dian  I  do. 
But  I  have  never  changed  my  opinion  as 
to  the  legislative  supremacy  of  this  countfer. 
What  I  have  always  held,  I  now  stand  la 
office  to  maintain.  To  the  questions; 
W^hat  force  is  necessary  ?  What  do  you 
mean  to  send  I  I  answer,  that  the  officers 
serving  on  the  spot,  those  especially  com- 
manding, are  the  proper  judges.  What 
they,  upon  a  full  state  of  the  service,  think 
necessary,  as  far  as  my  advice  can  go, 
shall  be  sent ;  not  to  tie  insulted.  Such 
forces  as  are  necessary  to  restore,  maintain, 
and  establish  the  power  of  this  country  in 
America,  will  not  be  wanting. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  plan  of 
sending  commissioners.  My  idea  of  that 
measure  is,  that  they  should  not  only 
have  power  to  pardon,  but  to  inquire  into 
grievances ;  and  if  the  Americans,  return- 
ing to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  should  offer 
terms  (not  with  arms  in  their  hands)  they 
should  be  empowered  to  consider,*  and  on 
their  submission,  to  take  off  those  penal 
restrictions  under  which,  from  the  nature 
of  their  conduct,  the  Americans  now  lie. 
If,  by  opening  a  door  to  retreat,  the  crown 
tries  to  induce  them  to  lay  down  their 
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flrmSy  what  can  it  do  more  ?  If  thejr  per- 
sist in  their  appeal  to  force,  the  force  of 
the  country  must  be  exerted.  The  spirit 
of  this  country  will  go  along  with  me  in 
that  idea,  to  suppress,  to  crush  such  re- 
bellious resistance.  As  to  the  gentle- 
man's proposition,  I  think  it  has  been  fully 
provedi,  that  it  would  not  answer  the  ex'- 

Sectation  of  those  in  America,  whose  con- 
dence  he  meant  to  gain ;  that  it  does  not 
go  BO  far  as  they  expected ;  nor  so  far  as 
gome  here  would  go;  and  previous  con- 
cessions,  as  gratuitous  preliminaries,  whe- 
ther accepted  or  not,  without  any  thing 
offered  on  their  part,  would  put  us  on 
worse  ground,  and  remove  the  matter  stitt 
further  from  the  conciliation  he  proposes. 
I  am  therefore  ready  to  give  my  negative 
to  it,  or  rather,  to  join  in  the  previous 
Question. 

Mr.  Fox  was  for  the  motion,  and  vert 
severe  upon  administration.  With  infi- 
nite wit  and  readiness,  he  gave  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  Treasury-bench,  beghining  with 
Mr.  Ellis,  and  enaing  with  Mr.  Cornwall, 
by  a  single  epithet,  happily  marking  the 
characters  of  each  of  them,  with  fine  sa- 
tire, and  without  the  least  breach  of  de- 
corum. 

The  Solicitor  General^  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Fox,  defended  administration  in  a  fine 
yein  of  oratory.  And  in  answer  to  an 
observation  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  the  con- 
duct of  Demosthenes,  he  entered  upon 
classical  ground,  and  with  consummate 
eloquence  and  accuracy  of  recollection, 
descanted  upon  the  history  of  that  period, 
with  allusion  to  the  present  times.  His 
speech  was  a  restoration  to  the  House; 
and  though  it  was  three  o'clock  iu  the 
morning,  awakened  the  attention  of  every 
man  in  it. 

General  Conmay  replied  to  the  last 
speaker,  and  shewed,  m  a  variety  of  in- 
stances, the  futility  of  his  arguments. 

Lord  North,  I  deolare,  that  if  I  thought 
the  motion  would  procure  that  conciua- 
tion  which  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
it  has  held  out,  I  should  be  staggered. 
But  it  has  appeared  that  this  line  of  con- 
(Cesdon  will  not  procure  it ;  and  it  has 
been  clearly  marked  to  you,  that  this  Ime 
is  not  sufficient.  Therefore  were  I  of  opi- 
nion with  the  hon.  mover  as  to  repealing 
til  the  Acts  he  mentions,  as  I  am  as  to 
some  of  them,  these  concessions  would  not 
procure  the  end  he  proposes,  but  put  us 
tipon  still  worse  grouno,  and  remove  us 
farther  from  any  conciliation  this  country 
can  agree  to.    1  think,  for  initancOi  that 


diosepenal  and  restrictive  Acts  wUdtlmt 
been  indefinite  as  to  the  term  of  their  o|» 
ration  should  be  repealed,  and  the  mstter 
and  purport  of  them  thrown  into  one  ge- 
neral Act,  framed  to  be  enforced  Anng 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  boo. 
gentleman  has  in  his  Bill  proposed  to  em- 
power the  King  to  call  a  congress  in  Anw- 
rica.  He  has  that  power:  has  dose  it 
before,  and  may  do  it  at  any  time.  Be^ 
sides,  the  proposed  Bill  confines  the  pover 
of  the  crown  to  treat  only  with  the  Con- 
gress, therefore  his^  Majesty  can  treat  with 
nobody  else,  if  there  were  any  penooi 
disposed  to  offisr  terms  of  submissioo. 

A  little  before  4  o'dock  in  the  marm^ 
the  previous  question  was  pot  **  thst  thi 
question  be  now  put."  The  Honvft 
vided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

YvAk    f  Earl  of  Upper  Ossoiy. 
"^^    JMr.  Fox      .... 

■M-  J  Sir  Grey  CyOOpCRT  •    - 

^^"    t^r.  John  Sc.  Join    - 

.   $0  it  passed  in  the  negstire. 
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Debate  in  tfie  Commons  onbrimngk 
the  American  Prohibitory  BStJJ  Nov.  % 
Lord  North  rose  and  mored,  **  Tbst  IcM 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  BilT,  to  prohibit 4 
trade  and  intercourse  withr  the  colooia  t 
New  Hampshire,  Massadiuselfs  M 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticat^  New  fuSf 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  bit 
counties  on  Delaware,  Marj^and^  ^iif* 
nia.  North  Carofina,  Soudi  Carshna,  m 
Georgia,  during  the  continoanee  ^h 
present  rebellion  within  the  said  colasiS 
respectively;  for  repeafingan  Act,  mA 
in  the  14th  of  his  present  BfafettjTi  tol^ 
continue  the  landing  and  cBschaighu^  U* 
tng  or  shipping,  of  goods,  wares,  ananas 
chandize,  at  the  town  and  withhi  the  1t^ 
hour  of  Boston,  m  the  prorinoe  of  Mtf^ 
chu8et*s  Ba^ ;  and  also  two  Acts,  aidrl 
the  last  session  of  parliament  for  rsscv 
ing  the  trade  and  commeroe  of  the  oob 
nies  in  the  said  Acts  respectivelr 


tfoned ;  and  to  enable  bis  Ma|esty  ts^ 
point  commissionera^  and  to  issue  pnw 
mations  in  the  esses  and  for  the  poig^ 
therein  to  be  mentioned.^  Ws  l^f^^ 
explained  the  necessiCy  of  refCt«inni|g  # 
Americans  from  aB  trade  during  dtefi^ 
sent  rebellion,  and  the  jusdcs  Crere*^ 
be  in  immediately  taking  of  the  restiat 
from  such  colony  wherem  it  mUktc^^ 
that  the  Boston  Fort  Act,  wadAeAm 

passed  laat  yeari  boiog  ftaoMd  upn  ov 
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grounds  and  for  other  purposes^  would 
Mtnd  in  the  way  of  this  operation ;  that 
tbe  ratrainin^  Bills  were  cml  coercioos 
ilgiinst  dvil  cnmes ;  but  we  being  now  at 
nr,  the  proviakKur  were  incapable,  and 
Dtber  proyisioiM  were  necesaary:  thoae 
proTisiona  be  now  proposed  were  auch  aa 
roold  be  made  uae  of  in  case  of  war  with 
IDJ  country  in  the  worid ;  but  they  were 
feuned  under  auch  proriaos  aa  might  open 
Ibe  door  of  peace  upon  ita  first  approach. 
Ihatifwewere  ready  alao  to  repeal  the 
Cfaarter  BiUa»  yet  he  could  not  do  it  while 
hey  denied  tlie  riffht  that  we  had  to  make 
bm ;  that  aa  to  the  Bill  for  the  adminia- 
nation  of  juatioei  there  was  no  need  to  re- 
peal that,  becauae  the  country  being  in  ac- 
iual  war,  martial  law  took  place,  and  there 
rare  no  courta  of  justice  in  which  it  could 
iperete ;  it  waa  a  tempTorary  Bill  for  three 
Rears,  two  of  which  are  expired;  and  it 
roold  cease  of  itself.  That  he  should  also 
»e  ready  to  repeal  the  tea  duty  on  the 
ame  grounda,  that  he  would  auspend 
irery  exercise  of  the  right  of  taxation,  if 
be  colonies  themaelvea  would  point  out 
nj  mode  by  which  they  would  bear  their 
tture  of  the  burden  and  give  their  aid  to 
be  common  defence.  The  purport  of 
he  clause  respecting  the  commissions,  had 
een  very  well  explained  the  other  day  by 
i noble  lord  (George  Germaine,)  that  it 
Bsant  besides  the  granting  of  pardons 
bat  they  should  enquire  into  any  matter 
f  change  of  circumstancea  in  which  the 
olonies  were  now,  from  the  time  they 
rare  when  the  laws  were  made :  if  there 
wre  any  matter  of  real  grievance  that 
oiild  be  remedied,  that  they  were  to  have 
[ie  power  of  judging  whether  any  part  or 
whole  colony  were  returned  to  that  state 
f  obedience,  that  they  might  declare  that 
olony  or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which 
lie  restrictions  in  the  preaent  Bill  were  ao 
nmed  aa  to  cease.  He  found  that  what 
e  aaid  the  other  night,  under  a  atate  of 
itigue  and  indiapoaition,  had  led  people  to 
onceive  he  waa  ao  jfar  tired  out  with  thia 
usiness,  that  hia  adiminiatration  waa  draw- 
ig  to  a  period ;  he  therefore  begged  to 
ipeat  what  he  alwaya  had   aaidF-«how 

Spy  he  should  be  to  decline  the  arduous 
:  to  which  he  might,  perhi^,  in  point 
r  abilitiea,  be  unequal ;  yet  in  point  of 
pod  intentiona,  he  nad  no  other  end  in 
iaw,  no  not  for  a  moment  in  any  time, 
|t  the  public  aervice;  meaning  at  all 
tBiea  to  conduct  it  with  the  leaat  burden 
» the  public ;  on  those  occasions  where 
Parity  waa  neceasaryi  to  alleviate  that, 


as  oiuch  as  the  common  safety  would  per- 
mit; and  to  withhold  it,  whenever  the  pub- 
lic safety  did  not  absolutely  require  it. 
That  there  were  two  grounds,  upon  which 
every  minister  ought  to  stand:  the  first 
waa,  that  the  king  had  an  undoubted  right 
of  naming  hia  own  servants :  the  second, 
which  formed  the  happiness  of  this  coun- 
try, that  if  the  people  by  their  representa- 
tives did  really  diaapprove  the  meaaurea  of 
any  roiniater,  to  that  degree  th&t  they 
would  not  go  along  with  him,  the  king, 
however  he  might  approve  auch  minister, 
could  not  carry  on  business  by  him,  and 
must  part  with  him.  That  this  business  of 
quarrel  with  the  colonies  about  taxation, 
waa  begun  and  prepared  for  him  before  he 
engaged  in  it  as  a  minister ;  that  he  took 
it  up,  not  when  it  waa  a  question  whether 
it  waa  right  to  tax  the  colonies  or  not,  but 
when  they  disputed  our  having  any  auch 
right,  and  at  a  time  when  thia  country  was 
determined  not  to  give  it  up :  as  he  en- 
gaged when  this  dispute  was  actually  be- 
^un,  he  was  bound  to  see  it  through ;  and 
if  the  colonies,  by  appealing  to  arms,  had 
made  war  the  medium,  although  peace  was 
the  only  point  he  ever  retained  in  his 
view,  he  must  pursue  it  through  that  me- 
dium :  being  thus  engaged,  he  did  declare, 
that  unless  the  King  diamiased  him,  or  a 
majority  of  the  House,  disapproving  his 
conduct,  desired  his  dismission,  he  would 
not  give  up  the  conduct  of  this  business  to 
any  body  else.  Aa  to  the  means  of  con- 
ducting the  wsTi  he  declared  there  never 
waa  any  idea  of  employing  the  negroes  or 
the  Indians,  until  the  Americans  them- 
selves had  first  applied  to  them :  that  ge- 
neral Carleton  aid  then  apply  to  them ; 
and  even  then,  it  waa  only  tor  the  defence 
of  his  own  province.  As  to  the  eventa  of 
the  war,  things  wore  a  much  better  aspect 
at  present,  than  a  little  while  ago;  that 
Halifax  was* now  absolutely  safe;  that 
there  were  indeed  two  expeditions  against 
Canada,  but  he  did  hope^that  Canada 
would  not  fall  into  the  handa  of  the  rebels. 
He  would  almost  venture  to  say  that  Que- 
bec was  aafe ;  but  he  begged  the  House 
would  not  understand  him  as  promising 
that :  his  own  opinion  was,  that  it  would 
not  fall  into  the  handa  of  the  rebels. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  this  proposition  waa 
cuttinc  off  and  destroying  all  trade  with 
Amerua.  If  the  noble  lord^a  other  mea- 
sures 9^  not  done  it,  this  would  effec- 
tually. Though  they  had  not  at  present 
the  manufacturers  at  their  door,  lie  pro- 
phesied they  would  have  them  next  year, 
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Th€  tvoe  intentioD  of  ihk  Bill  wM|  to 
break  up  the  manufacturer«»  who,  through 
want  at  subsiatenoe,  would  be  oUiged  to 
enlist,  aud  thus  the  noble  lord  thoiight  he 
should  recruit  that  army  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  recruited.    That  as  the  noble 

lord  had  now  proposed  repealing  three  op-    the  eooatitutiodf  Ihooe  who  had  Aijfpit  to 
»ve  Acts,  he  begged  f o  ask  hioiy  as  a   defend  and  maiotain  that  cooslmoi^ 


therefore  he  shoidd  bo  hevfayibr  it  He 
then  said  BDaay  thiagd  upon  doctdnasf 
resJataace,  aceording  10  Che  pnciiikB  d 
th(9  BeTolttCioci  I  in  ptrtieular,  ftat  if  a^ 
uoijawiidj^  or  etea  aay  hnrM  pover  w» 
exerted  io  an  acbitsary  aamier,  anait 


preesive  Acts,  ne  beggi 
man  of  honour  and  a  ffentleman,  whether 
he  did  not  wish  that  he  had  adcMpted  the 
opinion  of  the  noble  duke  («f  Uraftoa) 
who  was  first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  when 
the  repeal  of  the  tea  duty  was  moved  ia 
that  House,  and  supported  it?  He  re* 
{jieated,  there  were  difiereDces  of  opinions 
amongst  persons  high  ui  office  at  that 
time  ;  and  he  asked  the  noble  lord  whe* 
ther  he  did  not  now  wish  he  had  beea  of 
opinion  with  those  who  were  for  repealing 
that  duty,  because  they  saw  and  therefore 
wished  to  avoid  that  chain  of  misfortunes, 
which  the  continuance  of  it  had  drawn 
afler  it  ?  This  proposition  of  peace,  he 
said,  like  that  ot  last  year,  was  meant  to 
lead  on  this  country  under  a  delusion  of 
flattering  hopes  of  peace  ;  and  to  endea- 
vour to  dej^eive,  which  it  would  not  do, 
the  Americans,  that  this  country  wished 
for  a  peace  of  the  descripttoo  which  the 
noble  lord  held  out,  or  were  unanimously 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war,  if  sudn 
peace  could  not  be  had.  The  whole  was 
insidious,  and  therefore  could  have  no 
other  effect  upon  the  Americans  than  to 
destroy  their  confidence  in  government,  if 
any  yet  remained.  If  the  Americans 
should  believe  the  spirit  of  this  country 
was  unanimous  against  their  rights,  they 
had  nothing  to  do  but  prepare  imme* 
diately  for  war,  as  their  only  defence 
against  a  system  of  despotism.  That  this 
proposition,  therefore,  was  a  declaration 
of  perpetuai  war ;  and  if  he  gave  his  vote 
for  it,  he  must  consider  himself  as  gvnng 
his  vote  for  a  declaration  of  war.  How- 
ever, as  he  had  always  said,  thftt  he  would 
support  any  measure  of  reoonciOatidti,  be 
should  go  to  far  with  the  noUe  lord,  as 
the  repeal  of  the^ree  ^cts  he  mentioned. 
Therefore  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment* To  leave  out  from  the  woed 
«<  Bill''  to  the  words  «  for  repealing," 
and  to  leave  out  from  the  words  **  re- 
spectively mentioned,''  to  the  end  of  the 
question. 

Sir  Geoi^  Hay  said»  Ifae  question  was 
not  now»  either  of  a  decUiration  df  war,  or 
of  the  mode  of  conducting  it,  but  how  to 
get  out  of  the  War.  This  was  tlio  first 
Bill  of  vigour  that  had  been  offered^  .and 


hadarigbttofesktit;  bat  that  there  bai 
been  in  thia  oasei»  no  violatioD  of  dMosa* 
stitution^  eithar  by  the  exetda^  of  sn  us* 
lawful  power,  or  of  any  lawfiil  poireriri 
aa  arbitrary  way*  He  owned  tliat  naajr 
of  the  laws,  formed  for  the  stale  of  m 
colonies  in  their  infimcyy  might  bebv- 
densome^  and  the  occasioo  of  gkisvaKB% 
by  being  inapplied[>Ie  to  mat  prcsaK 
state  ]  that  those  Ibws  avflit lobe  revinAs 
that  even  the  Acta  of  trade  mi^  be  sow 
what  relaxed.  If  tfie  monopoly  of  tiife 
cannot  be  maintained  or  aecured,  the  os* 
lonies  might  be  «ncontaged  in  dl  onss- 
factures  not  injurious  to  this  coQnt(T»  sod 
they  might  be  obliged  or  comp^ed  ts 
take  from  us  our  tnanufiustures :  oat  theas 
were  matters  for  a  time  of  peace,  not  fir 
the  present,  when  we  are  engaged  in  s 
question  of  power ;  until  that  was  settH 
it  was  nonsense  to  talk  of  our  mdung  » 
gulations,  the  right  of  making  which  asi 
disputed)  and  the  power  of  carryng  then 
into  execution  opposed  by  arofr  Ifit 
idea,  therefore,  was,  that  at  present  the 
Americans  are  in  actual  rebeUioa;  botf 
other  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  thejr 
are  in  a  state  of  resistance  which  tbef 
justify,  they  are  called  apon  to  talce  i^ 
their  defence,  not  by  apeedies  in  te 
House,  but  by  arms.  Why  do  not  cfaif 
go  aifd  ioin  them  ?  That  would  be  til 
true  mode. 

Lord  Hcnoe  did  not  know  any  stnf^ 
an  officer  could  have^  serving  on  the  p^ 
sent  occdsioQ,  so  jpahifid  as  that  betveH 
his  duty  as  an  oflioer  and  his  doty  ■  I 
man.  However  he  Coffined,  if  comnsDi^ 
ed,  his  decided  doty  was  to  aerte.  A 
did  apprehend  thM  all  thia  an  hoo.  leh- 
tion  of  his  hid  felt:  it  was  whBthefa» 
sdf  felt  very  atosibly ;  and  if  it  were  kft 
to  his  dioice,  he  ccsranly  shoold  decto 
to  serve. 

Lord  FredkrkA  CmmpbdL  Sr;  wh« 
tJiose  gentlemen  who  repealed  the  Stasf 
Act  came  into  thA  measure^  they  did  art 
venture  to  do  it  without  brit^ing  in  ^ 
Dedaratoiy  Bill,  to  mark  liie  so^MieM 
of  this  countiy,  and  to  ahew  that  liny  ^ 
nol'kfveit'tip.  No  man  orpafCfoo^ 
the.'KiB|dom  dastd  to  legpal  the  DnIm«" 
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lopf  Act;  efSB  a  mat  miBifter,*  vi^ioie 
laemae  the  repeal  was,  when  be  « noted 
ftior- 

<  lb  to  htr  fiuiti  a  IHUe  Uiad, 
'  i«  to  brr  f  irtiica  rpry  kkd  i 

ff^ery  bedly  kmmn  the  nest  Una,  wWeh  lie 
M  not  qooie, 

*  Let  ait  her  wsyi  he  oaoonAo'd.' 

If  diat  great  minister  did  Dot  venture  to 
hM  tfiat  language,  I  may  assert,  no  other 
man  in  this  cbuntry  would. 

General  Conway,  thinking  as  he  did, 
diat  the  interest  of  this  country  depended 
upon  an  union  with  America,  and  that 
the  union  would  remain  so  lonff  as  that 
interest  was  rightly  pursued,  did  not  si^e 
the  necessity  of  tne  declaratory  law :  he 
thought  It  right  that  the  supremacy  of 
tiiis  country  niould  be  established  to  all 
points  which  were  necessanr,  but  not  to 
taxation :  he  had  flatterea  himself,  that 
the  idea  of  taxation  had  been  wholly 

g'ven  up )  but  since  a  noUe  lord  had  come 
to  office,  it  aeemed  as  if  the  dispute  on 
Ihat  question  was  revived.  He  thought 
the  fire  had  been  smothered,  but  since 
that  noble  lord  eame  into  office,  he  had 
uncovered  the  adies  and  blown  the 'flame 
afredi.  Oar  supremacy  over  the  colo- 
nies is  of  the  essence  of  our  relation  to 
them:  bat,  may  1  not  make  an  excep- 
fymi  There  is  no  law  without  an  excep- 
tion. The  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons 
have  each  of  them  ^eir  rights,  which  are 
jenjeraHj  understood :  but  if  we  were  to 
j^o  into  disputes,  with  all  the  prejudices  of 
tach  House  respecting  power,  we  could 
4o  no  business,  and  there  would  be  an  end 
^  parliament.  For  argument's,  sake, 
therefore,  I  may  allow,  that  our  right  of 
taation  is  a  clear  and  distinct  right,  which 
m  my  conscience  I  bdlieve  to  be  no  right ; 
yet,  would  it  be  for  the  interest  and  good 
yf  diis  country  to  go  to  war  about  exerting 
It?  As  to  the  forces  of  the  two  countries ; 
^^gesidng  of  our  own,  however  high  o\ir 
uscipUne  mi^ht  be  supposed  to  be,  yet 
Compared  with  many  othefr  countries,  it 
would  be  found  very  mferior ;'  but  yet  that 
^e  courage  and  spirit  of  our  people  sup- 
l^ed  that  defect.  That  the  forces  of 
America,  though  certainly  inferior  to  ours 
fXk  discipline,  were  ahready  much  beyond 
ttiy  thing  we  had  any  idea  of,  and  would 
m  the  course  of  war  oe  as  well  disciplined 
ttours.    In  point  of  courage,  he  could 

*  See  Lord  Chatham's  Speech  in  the  House 
sf  CommoBSy  January  14,  1766  |  voL  16, 
p.  188, 


■lake  Dp  distindion   wherever  a  Briton 
dwelt :  but  this  every  body  must  remark, 
thai  there  was  a  certain  spring  and  zeal, 
which   an   anunatioo  for   liberty  always 
gave,  beyond  any  other  eause.    Supposing 
aachparty  to  have  an  army  of  50,000  men, 
be  tboo^t  the  Americans  would  prove  a 
BUitch  £ar  the  Britiah  troops,  as  they  con** 
tended  upon  priaeiple  for  liberty,  whidi 
he  thought  would  reader  them^  superior 
to  our  aavantage  from  discipline.    As  to 
that  put  of  thepropoeed  Bill  which  related 
to  the  peramisaioners,  he  could  say  little, 
as  nothing  had  beeb  explained ;  ouy  that 
so  lar  as  his  opinion  and  vote  went,  he 
would  never  crust  any  power  to  any  cowf^ 
nussioners,  without  a  distinctlme  laid  down 
in  parliaments      The  subject  ef  miiitary 
obedience  having  been  started,  it  might,  in 
the  eyes  of  some,  lo<^Ukean  unworthy 
shrinking  from  the  qoesliMi,  if  he  did  not 
say  a  few  words  to  it.     He  did  not  imagine 
there  could  be  any  struggle  in  the  mind 
of  a  military  man  sedfeadful,  as  an^  doubts 
of  this  kind.    There  was  a  great  difference 
between  a  foreign  war,  where  the  wh<^e 
community  was  involved,  and  a  domestio 
war  on  points  of  civil  cohtenUon,  wherein 
the  community  was  divided.     In  the  first 
case,  no  officer  ought  to  call  in  question 
the  justice  of  his  country :  in  the  latter,  a 
militaiy  man,  before  he  drew  his  sword 
against  his  feUow-subjects,  ouebt  to  ask 
himself,  whether  the  cause  was  just  or  no  ^ 
He  fjuoted  the  story  of  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartnolomew,  and  the  answer  of  tlie  count 
de  Torden,  and  conduded  with   saying, 
that  if  he  thought  of  this  case  as  de  Torden 
did  of  that,  all  emoluments,  nay  the  sacri- 
fice of  what  people  in  his  situation  hdd 
dearest,  their  honour,  all  this  would  be 
nothing  in  the  scale  with  his  conscience: 
he  never  could  draw  his  sword  in  the  cause. 
The  Aitdruey  Geti^aL  '  Let  the  hon. 
gentieman  justify  his  conscience  to  him- 
self,'bat  not  hold  it  out  as  a  point  of  doc- 
trine to  be  taken  up  in  a  certain  quarter 
and  line  of  service,  where  his  opinions 
might  be  supposed  to  have  very  great  'in- 
fluence ;  for  if  those  opinions  were  once 
established   as  matter  of  doctrine,  they 
must  necessarUy  go  to  a  dissolution  of  att 
ffovernment.     Turning  to  Mr.   Burke's 
late  proposition,  he  said,  however  amusing 
and  mgenious  it  was,  it  drew  to  no  con- 
tusion, and  though  called  a  proposition, 
ended  in  no  proposition  at  all :  it  talked  of 
conciliation  and  union  between  Great  Bri- 
tain  and  her  colonies,  without  statms,  m 
soy  'One  Instance,  the  relation  in  wnidi 
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they  do  or  ought  to  stand.  He  gave  an 
account  of  what  be  called  the  general  spirit 
of  opposition,  in  «[hich»  having  got  beyond 
all  line  of  reasoning,  they  did  nothing  bot 
scold  at  arguments  which  they  could  not 
refute.  He  now  clearly  understood  lord 
North's  proposition,  and  approved  of  it, 
because  it  retained  the  habitual,  exercise 
of  taxation,  and  left  an  opening  to  Ame- 
rica, of  a  permission  to  raise  her  share  of 
supply  towards  the  common  defence,  by 
granting  it  in  her  own  assemblies,  and  giv- 
ing it  in  her  own  way.  On  this  ground 
he  was  willing  to  coincide,  not  only  in  a 
plan,  but  in  any  thing  that  might  give  a 
ground  for  a  conciliation  with  America; 
yet  he  thought,  the  only  sure  and  perma- 
nent ground  would  be  to  define  the  re- 
lation between  the  mother*country  and  her 
colonies.  He  added,  that  as  Attorney 
General,  he  had  a  right,  by  writ  of  wire 
Jacias,  to  set  aside  every  charter  in  Ame- 
rica: but  that  in  our  present  situation 
such  a  process  would  be  justly  the  object 
of  ridicule,  for  the  conduct  of  America 
was  not  a  matter  for  judicial  but  parlia- 
mentary animadversion. 

Mr.  Burke.  The  plan  of  this  year  is  to 
enforce  the  conciliatory  motion  of  last 
year  by  military  execution.  To  the 
charge  of  not  having  defined  the  relation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
he  replied,  that  the  sillv»  wicked  attempt 
to  define  it,  had  been  the  first  and  conti- 
nued cause  of  theur  present  disunion. 

General  Contoay  very  seldom  recollected 
the  words  he  had  used  in  the  heat  of  ar- 
gument, and  could  not  therefore  recollect 
what  might  have  been  his  words  on  this 
occasion:  it  was  a  peculiar  part  of  his 
character,  upon  any  point  in  which  he  was 
warm  and  interested,  as  he  always  .was  on 
this  business  of  America.  He  might  pro* 
bably  use  strong  expressions,  which  went 
beyond  the  line  of  his  deliberate  opinion; 
if  he  said  any  thine  which  carried  a  sense, 
auch  as  that  which  had  been  imputed  to 
him  by  the  Attorney  General,  he  did  not 
mean  it;  what  he  meant  to  say,  was,  that 
if  he  thought  the  cause  positively  and  di- 
rectly unjust,  it  might  so  press  upon  his 
conscience,  that  he  might  oedine  serving 
in  it. 

Governor  ,Johnttmie  would  make  no 
apology  to  the  House  for  the  late  hour  of 
the  night;  for  let  the  hour  be  what  it 
would,  the  subject  was  of  that  importance, 
no  hour  could  be  too  late  for  the  mature 
and  deliberate  considention  of  it.  I  will 
now  tell  you  as  a  sailor^  that  you  will  de- 


stroy the  West  India  tiade  by  thb  hsms^ 
up  of  the  ports  of  Nocdi  America;  aadtf 
you  should  not  do  that,  you  will  at  lent 
double  the  insurance  on  that  commerce 
and  navigation;  you  will  starve  the  idsodi, 
and  tmiting  them  in  the  same  cum  with 
North  America,  drive  them  to  rerokilNL 
He  said,  that  administradonhadboUinHd 
unlawful  power,  and  lawful  power,  sibf- 
trarily.  Great  Britam  is  the  only  govoa- 
ment  in  the  world  which  has  found  oat  the 
art  of  carrying  power  to  the  distant  pun 
of  the  empire,  oy  satisfying  the  people 
that  they  are  in  security  against  oppreiMB. 
You  cannot  govern  the  colonies  widKnt 
carryine  this  power  to  the^pot;  iosteed 
of  sendms  it  with  the  necessary  and  oqb- 
stitutionsl  checks,  you  are  gomg  to  aesd 
out  a  commission  to  exercise,  not  the  oqb- 
stitutional,  but  the  dictatorial  power  of  die 


crown. 


The  House  divided  upon  the  smesd- 
ment.    For  it  64;  against  it  192. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Mi 
Motion  for  an  Account  of  the  Expenee  tf 
the  Army  in  America.^  November  ii 
Mr.  Fox  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House,  an  account  of  the  a- 
pences  of  the  sta^  hospitals,  extiaordini- 
ries,  and  all  military  continsencies  wbtt* 
soever,  of  the  army  m  America,  firom  As- 
gust  177S  to  October  1775,  indnsive." 
He  had  drawn  up  the  motion  in  the* 
words,  because  it  would  lay  open  an  arte- 
nishing  scene  of  nsinisteriai  delusioa  hdi 
out  by  the  pretended  estimate  laid  befeit 
the  House  a  few  daysago.  It  wouldlxnK 
the  staff  into  the  full  glare  of  day,  wbiel 
had  been  hitherto  artfiillj  held  back;  it 
would  shew,  that  the  e^ipence  of  the  oid- 
nance  this  year  had  exceeded  any  ooe  tf 
the  duke  of  Marlborough's  campai^ 
while  in  the  midst  of  repeated  victoneif 
he  was  immortalizing  the  British  nsoe; 
and  it  would  convince  the  greatest  owH 
infidels,  of  the  temerity  of  the  mioiilcrr 
who,  to  the  very  last  day  of  the  eeeoo^i 
insisted  and  declared,  that  the  wSSmj 
service,  in  every  branch,  and  under  eroy 
description,  was  amply  provided  for;  w 
all  his  arrangement!  were  made ;  and  whs 
thus  durst,  in  the  bare  artide  oi  theoid-. 
nance  alope,  incur  a  debt  of  upwards  d 
240,0002.  He  saij  it  would  be  a  ftrce  ts 
sit  an^  longer  in  tiiat  House,  if  acoouaH 
of  this  nature  were  refused ;  that  the  dm* 
tion  was  parliamentary;  that  it  woidi 
convey  no  secret  to  the  en^nv;  tfd 
withb  his  own  knowledge  or  readingi  ks 
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lerer  heard  of  an  mstanoe  where  such  in- 
Drmation  waa  deoied,  unless  in  instances 
rhere  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with 
bem;  such  as  the  accounts  desired  not 
ariog  been  received,  or  officially  made 
p.  Aware  of  this,  he  would  be  perfectly 
ilisfied  with  copies  of  those  alreody  come 
}  hand,  or  of  gross  computations  made 
J  estimate,  and  wait  with  pleasure  for 
ie  remainder,  till  the  ministry  could  ven- 
ire to  £ice  the  public,  and  an  ensured 
lajority,  with  the  diseraceful  contents. 

Lord  North  said,  raat  part  of  the  ac- 
punts  were  en  the  table;  and  that  the 
OD.  ffentleman  would  have  them  all  i^- 
olar^  at  the  proper  season. 

Mr.  Jenkifuon  said,  part  of  the  accounts 
ov  called  for,  came  in  under  the  head  of 
irrices  incurred  and  not  provided  for  by 
arliament ;  and  that  the  other  part  woul^ 
Nuewhen  the  returns  were  received  from 
America. 

Mr.  r.  Tcwuhend  said,  it  waa  very  dtf- 
colt  to  collect  the  true  meaning  of  what 
id  fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  and  his 
onfidential  friend  and  powerful  supporter 
ho  spoke  last.  He  thought  the  hon. 
entleman  who  made  the  motion  had,  6y 
is  candour  and  previous  explanation, 
lecliided  them  from-  resorting  to  such 
itiful  evasions,  and  manifest  imposition, 
lie  hon.  gentleman  desired  no  more  in« 
iUigeace  than  what  might  be  easily  ob- 
liaed,  than  what  they  had  in  their  actual 
oisessioD.  But  they  very  logically,  at 
nst  very  humorously,  tell  him,  *'  We 
nre  not  all  the  information  you  want  in 
ur  power,  therefore  we  are  resolved  you 
lall  have  none.'' 

Mr.  HarUej  shewed  th6  propriety  d* 
le  measure  on  the  ground  of  parliamen- 
By  usage,  and  predicted  that  administra- 
00  would  suifer  more  in  the  eyes  of  the 
sblic,  by  withholding  the  information, 
lan  by  disclosing  it.  It  was  impossible 
at  the  nation  at  last  must  be  convinced 
bet  their  works  could  not  bear  the  light, 
4ieD  they  kept  every  thing  in  profound 
BfknesB. 

Mr.  Burke  pressed  the  necessity  of  the 
lotion,  as  it  might  be  the  means  of  in- 
ffining  the  House  of  the  probable  ex- 
eaces  of  the  next  campaign,  formed  on 
be  comparative  scale,  ot  the  proportionate 
ipence  of  an  army  of  8,500  and  25)600 
■en,  which  would  be  the  respective  mi- 
bry  armaments  of  the  years  177S  and 
776. 

Sir  Georgtf  &n»^  observed,  he  had  sat 
B  some  very  compliant  dutiful  parlia- 


ments'; but  if  the  minister  was  able,  by 
his  magic  influenoe,  to  put  a  neffatlve  upon 
this  motion,  the  preaeat  would  be  one  of 
the  most  polite  and  well-bred,  he  would 
not  say  slovisfa,  and  corrupt  parliament, 
he  had  ever  the  honour  to  sit  in.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  think,  that  either  the  ma- 
nagers or  the  managed  acted  with  suffi« 
dent  dexterity  and  radress,  for  they  both 
had  already  a  salvo  for  every  thing. 
America  is  to  be  conquered ;  America  la 
to  be  taxed ;  the  expence  vrill  be  great; 
but  what  of  that  ?  We  shall  not  only  con- 
quer these  rebels,  but  we  shall  likewise 
compel  them  to  pay  our  debts,  and  bear 
our  burdens.  Wliat  occasion  then  for 
conoittling  an  expence,  which  will  be  re- 
paid at  tl:^  rate  of  1,000  per  cent.  I  What 
occasion  to  send  the  poor  country  gentle* 
men,  with  their  fingers  in  their  moitths,  or 
tongue-tied,  down  to  their  counties  or  bo- 
roughs, when  they  might  at  once  be  per« 
mitted  to  tell  the  truth.  The  last  cam- 
paign cost  one  million  and  a  half;  thia 
will  cost  five;  but  then  we  shall,  in  the 
^nd,  be  able  to  make  America  pay  fifty  i 
This  would  be  acting  like  wise  and  firm 
ministers.  It  would  be  arming  the  coun- 
tiy  gentlemen  with  facts ;  thev  love  good, 
round,  strong,  uncontradicted  assertions; 
and  if  by  next  November  our  affiurs  should 
gri^w  worse,  and  that  we  should  be  obliged 
to  ^1  our  constituents  that  the  army  and 
the  land-tax  must  be  doubled — what  of 
that  again  ?  Why,  let  the  ministers,  as 
they  rise  in  their  demands,,  improve  in 
their  wisdom  and  firmness,  and  instruct 
th^  country  gentlemen  to  tell  their  consti- 
tuents at  Christmas  1776,  as  they  must 
tell  them  at  Christmas  1775,  that  admi- 
nistration was  deceived. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  of 
Indemnity  for  empUjying  Fore^n  Troops*'\ 
Nov.  24.  The  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  to  indemnify 
such  persons  as  have  advised  his  Majesty 
to  send  to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Port  Mahon  a  part  of  the  electoral  troops 
of  Hanover,  during  the  recess  of  parlia- 
ment, being  read, 

Mr.  Manham  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill.  He  observed, 
that  the  words  as  they  stood  at  present, 
declaring  that,  *^  doubts  having  arisen  of 
the  legality  of  the  measure,"  were  an  in- 
sult upon  the  good  sense  of  the  House ; 
for  hj  what  construction  of  law  or  reason, 
was  It  poaaible  to  presume  a  necessity  of 
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rodemMfyiag  tiie  mknaen  of  «ieh 
•ufed,  while  the  vh<de  «f  Ike  oSmoe  ieif* 
putCMd  to  theeoppoied  offenders  "mtm^  tfaflt 
the  neature  nat  eebetMHieilf  legd,  biit 
that  doiibis  had  ariBen  m  waie  atett'e 
miodB  relative  to  its  lenity  f  This  wm  e 
Biockety,  he  oeoteuded,  toe  gross  to  be 
endured.  He  hoped,  tfaerefiirey  fer  the 
dignity  of  {Mrlioaaent,  and  the  {Muticular 
respect  dee  to  that  House,  that  the  noble 
loid,  who  bronght  in  the  Bill,  woald  con* 
sent  to  amend  the  praaable,  by  leaving 
oat  the  weids  **  doma  have  asisen  whe- 
ther the  advising  his  Mi^festy  ioeend  soch 
troops  to  aooh  garrisons,  dunog  liie  re« 
eess  of  parliament,  could  be  justified  by 
law,"  and  insert  <<  the  intredaction  of  the 
said  troops,  is  not  wairanted  by  kw,  and 
Goateary  to  the  spiiit  of  the  constifeotion/' 
jnntmid  thereof. 

Mr.  FUmor  HoneymmHl  Seconded  the 
notion.  He  insisted  how  dangerous  so- 
ever the  introducing  foneign  troops  into 
the  dominions  of  the  crown  4>f  Great  Bri- 
taw,  without  the  consent  of  patyament, 
tBM^  be,  the  pcecedent  to  be  established 
by  the  piesent  Bill  would  be  infinitely 
BK>re  so ;  because  it  was  plain  it  corid  not 
be  intended  to  indenmify  the  minister,  but 
to  gi^  the  measure  itself  the  sanction  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Amhler  opposed  the  motion.  He 
said,  let  the  BiU  pass  as  it  is,  it  can  do  no 
harm,  for  it  left  the  matter  just  as  it 'found 
it ;  but  for  his  part,  he  could  not  possibly 
discern  the  least  occasion  for  a  Bill  of  In- 
demnity, as  where  there  was  no  crime 
committed,  no  indemnifioation  could  be 
required. 

Mr.  De*Grey  contended,  that  his  Ma* 
jesty's  advisers  were  perfectly  Justified  in 
the  advice  they  had  given.  That  the 
measure  was  necessary ;  and  the  necessity 
was  a  full  justification  of  it.  If  >the  amena- 
ment.  was  pressed,  he  thought  the  BiU 
ouffht  to  be  withdrawn. 

Sir.  Serjeant  Adak  said,  it  was  plain 
b^ond  question,  that  if  his  Majesty,  'by 
his  royal  pEerogative,  could  iiftpoduoe  fo- 
reign troops  in  any  part  of  the  dominions 
of  the  British  crown,  he  uMght  introduce 
them  in  any  number  he  pleased,  and  into 
every  place  he  thought^roper,  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  war.  He  observed,  that 
whether  we  considered  the  law  as  itetood 
anterior  to  the  Revolution,  •or  ask  was 
then  declared,  it*  was  evident,  that  even 
keeping  a  standing  army  of  native  was 
contrary  to  law,  much  more^foreignois, 
when  the  spirit  of  4^  ooustitutipn  mm 
considered.^ 
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of  war* 

Mr.  MovM  pMtested  against  the  d>* 
sardity  of  daotering  the  hur  dsoMil  ■  s 
great  ^anstitutioBal  point,  and  Icavisg 
these  4babiB  to  imbsangle  posterity:  he 
then  eatesed  Into  a  discussion  of  the  ieg^ 
hty  of  the  ipeasare,  which  be  arraed  va 
in  diiact  violaiioo  of  tlie  BiUof  Itighn 
He  insisted,  fi>em  both  the  letter  and  njA 
of  it,  that  the  provisioQ  against  HsodiBg 
armies  was  coextensive  with  this  enpin^ 
and  dwelt  much  upon  die  distinotisa  !»> 
twieen  fiMneign  war  oadrebettion. 

The  SoUator  GmctoI  insisted  spos  du 
distinetioB  betweefi  garrisoas  and  trnpi 
at  large,  alleged  many  passages  is  m 
conduct  of  the  le^lature  to  warraat  axh 
distinction,  even  m  the  frontier  fixttvilh* 
in  this  island.  He  said  the  check  vUcft 
parliament  had  upon  the  crown  in  regal 
to  the  army,  was  the  payment  of  At 
troops;  if  themeasoie  wasfitaad  beaefr 
oial  to  the  public,  it  should  be  rttifiri^ 
though  it  were  against  law ;  but,  if  oft 
and  inexpedient,  should  be  ooodeouMil 
though  the  letter  of  the  law  were  with  it 

Mr.  A4tim  declared  hie  opihioB  sgaril 
fStk%  legality  of  the  measure. 

Sir  Adam  Ferguuon  insisted,  M 
though  this  were  admitted  tobeatiaKd 
war,  yet  the  calling  in  a  foieica  i^ 
would  alwim  have  wanted  an  indenailfl 
that  both  the  literal  and  substantial 
log  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  dearty  UBport4 
that  fie  military  force  whatever  faali 
right  to  be  hept  on  foot  without  the 
sent  of  parliament.  The  matter  w«i 
deed  sel^evident,  for  it  fairiy 
to  this,  that  if  either  the  letter  oedd 
evaded,  or  the  spirit  explained 
would  follow  diat  the  lawemuted 
and  that  the  king  of  Great  Britsin 
keep  any  number  of  forces  he  plcaHi 
foot,  wiuiout  the  consent,  nay,  agaisft 
dedaied  sense  of  parliament. 

Mr.  r.  T^mnihend  aaid,  the 
came  bdPore  the  House  in  a  sitostisa 
minister  ever  before  ventured.    He 
violated  die  laws  of  hiacountry,  asd 
the  efironteiy  to  come  to  pariaiBMat» 
•to  be  indemnified,  but  to  make  pari' 
testify  that  he  had  done  nothing  hot 
was  peffoctly  justifiable. 

Mr.  Bwkt^BmA  he  had  heaid  of 

cal  parliaments,  wonder-wi 
raents,  but  nevertQl  aow  of  a 
poriiwieiiC.    Heaskod^didAe 
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of  thekmg  robe^  dkM  of  the  TroMiirr 
bench)  or  tlie  itij  ironliipM  corpa  oau- 
iig  ftbefltoclyeB  die  King's  frieadB,  deubt  ^ 
Becaiifle»  if  tbej  did,  he  was  eertflNn  tkere 
v»  not  a  tingle  peraon  in  the  Heaie  bo- 
lides, vbo  doubted  that  the  meaeore  wee 
directly  agaiast  lair,  and  subverme  of  the 
coDstitolion. 

Lord  North  treated  the  argnmentt  en 
the  other  side  with  sonae  pleasantry,  bat 
did  not  answer  them ;  and  obaenredy  thai 
ai  the  gendemen  on  the  one  side  were  po- 
alife  for  the  legality,  and  the  gentleoien 
OD  the  other  side  as  positive  for  the  illega- 
litjr,  he  thought  there  coidd  be  no  impnv- 
pnety  in  stating  the  law  to  be  doubtful. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  Amend- 
■ent:  For  it  58;  against  it  131. 

Dthate  on  Mr*  Alderman  Olher*8  Mo^ 
im  rapeding  the  Authors  and  Advieeri  of 
Ike  Metuurei  against  America.^  Nov.  27* 
Mr.  Alderman  Oiiver  said,  that  the  mo- 
tion which  he  had  then  to  make»  related 
Is  the  advising  and  oounsdling  the  King 
ia  matters  of  great  national  concern ;  an 
diject  of  no  small  importance ;  It  had  ever 
beea  considered  as  such  in  this  nation, 
ndinali  monarchies  where  the  interest 
of  the  whole  employed  the  attention  of 
Hk  individual ;  and  nrast  eepecially  be 
iomidered  so  by  those  (amongst  whom 
■e  ranked  himself)  who  were  roost  warmly 
ittadied  to  the  rigltts  and.  dignity  of  the 
(Town,  and  most  penonally  affectionate  to 
Ik  present  monarch.  The  wisdom  of 
pr  constitution  had  never  at  any  moment, 
nm  its  first  establishment^  neglected  tins 
nost  important  province.  Tlie  great 
pNincil  or  the  nation^the  hereditary  coun- 
Uiors  of  the  crown,  the  privy  oonncil, 
httre  all  names  with  which  we  were  con- 
|itationa]ly  acquainted ;  and  the  oath  ap- 

Cted  for  the  last  made  any  argaments 
I  him  nnnecessary  to  shew  the  snoer- 
ittife  naportanoe  of  the  office.  To  these 
^  motion  had  not  any  reference.  Mo- 
hpQ  times»  he  said,  had  presented  us  with 
Mtd  InstitQlions,  and  we  now  talked  fti- 
Wfarly  of  a  cabinet  council.  Very  mo- 
m  times  had  brooght  uBw;qualnted  with 
Ihsething  fartlier ;  and  the  pf esent  House 
f  CowBions  would  know  ( which,  preced- 
H  Houses  did  not)  what  was  meant  by 
H  efficient  cabinet  council.  Whether 
hse  were  bleaiisbes  or  improvements  in 
Mr  ^system  of  government,  itb^ongednot 
Hhim  to  pronounce;  forto  these  mtewise 
ib  ttotion  had  not  any  refereneo.  His 
Htioa  went  to  thoae,  who,  not  aa  mem- 


bets  ef  anv  ^  the  eoimciia  he  had  men- 
tionedy  haaas  seaaethinf^still  more  effi- 
cient, have  the  undoubted  merit  or  de-^ 
merit  &F  codnselfiag  and  adming  to  hie 
Majesty  the  kte  measures  eoncerntog 
Aofiericay  before'  those  aieasves  wer» 
brought  forward  tn  parliament,  lliat 
there  were  such  ceuas«lofs  nmd  advisers^ 
he  took  lo  be  an  uBdoubted  het ;  and  he 
most  be  permitted  to  eaiefftaiA  his  own 
private  opinion  of  the  veiaeity  and  inte- 
grity.of  any  tateUigent  person  who  shouM 
serionsly  and  solemnly  declare  that  he  be« 
lieved  there  was  none  of  this  descriptiotl. 
He  praeamed  it  wonld  not  be  deniea  that 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  an  oslensiM# 
prime  ndnistery  a  chainoelUnr,  and  a  respon- 
sible aecietaiy  of  state,  composing  even  thia 
efficient  cabinet  council,  had  beet^ofw^ 
ruled  by  this  something  still  more  efficient* 
There  was  one  measure,  and  annsasor» 
which  he  conceived  te  be  the  most  im- 
portant and  uncommon  tliat  ever  was  pro- 
duced in  an  English  parliament;  theest»* 
blishraent  of  absolute  despotism  in  Cana- 
da ;  the  author  and  adviser  of  whieh  r^ 
mained  to  tins  moment  unknown.  Though 
approved,  and  admired,  and  adopted,  as  it 
bad  been,  by  parliament;  yet  no  privy 
counsellor,  no  cabinet,  no  efficient  cabinet 
counsellor,  had  ever  yet  assumed  its  merits 
but  aU  to  whom  it  has  been  imputed,  had 
invariably  disavowed  it.'  The  onanhnoua 
cevn^aint  of  all  those  who  had  been  in  ad-* 
mttiiatration  daring  the  present  reign,  aa 
well  as  the  firequenf  mortification  ami  dis< 
owssing  embarrassment,  self-contradictfODi^ 
tergrversation,  apparent  inconsistency,  and 
seemingly  inteniKd  imposition  on  narlit* 
ment,  of  these  who  were  now  in  aomiois^ 
tration,  all  proved  the  existenee  of  these 
unkoewa  counsellore.  He  did  not  meanr 
to  chaVge  the  present  administration  with 
any  rem  inconsistency  in  their  opinions, 
or  with  an^  intention  themselfes  of  im- 
posing on  parttament ;  he  entt^ly  ao<|uit- 
ted  them  of  both.  He  b^eved  them  fn- 
noeent  of  these  charges,  for  they  were 
obhffed  to  giire  way  to  an  effldeney  they 
couM  not  counteract,  and  in  Which  they 
had  not  the  smallest  share.  Kow  these 
su|yer-efficient  eounseTlors,  fbv  he  knew 
not  what  other  name  to  give  tfaem,  were 
the  sole  objecfes  ctf  his  present  enqoiry. 
Upon  these  the  attention  of  the  House 
should  fix ;  as  that  of  ^le  nation  had  long 
beea  fixed.  Tbeife  he  desbed  to  have  de- 
ek»ed  to  that  Hoose  authehtlcslW;  and 
he  dooired  ittKtw,  when  they  would  enjoy 
the  MH  popiitiiiifi^  tQ  wUch  Ihoie  mea- 
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sures  entitled  them,  iHiich  the  sense  of  the 
nation  was  said  to  approve.  And  there- 
fore he  moved, 

<<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty, 'liambly  requesting,  that 
his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  impart  to  this  House,  who  were  the 
original  Authors  and  Advisers  to  his  Ma- 
jesty of  the  following  measures,  before 
th^  were  proposed  in  parliament — for 
taxmg  America,  without  the  consent  of 
its  assemblies,  for  the  purpose  of  a  reve- 
nue— for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty— > 
lor  taking  awajr  the  charter  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Massacbuset's  Bay-— for  restrain- 
ing the  American  fishery — ^for  exempting 
murderers  from  trial  in  America— for 
transporting  accused  colonists  to  England 
for  trial— «nd  most  especially  for  esta- 
blishing popery  and  despotism  m  Canada.'' 

Mr.  Sawbndge  seconded  the  motion, 
which  be  did  in  compliance  with  the  in- 
structions of  his  constituents.  He  said,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  resistance  was  jus- 
tifiable even  to  acts  of  parliament,  if  they 
were  unjust  and  oppressive.  He  had  him- 
self once,  been  in  danger,  •  together .  with 
the  late  Mr.  Beckford  and  Mr.  Towns- 
hend,  of  suffering  unjustly  bv  an  act  of 
parliament ;  for  that  one  gentleman  in  the 
House  (Mr.  Ellis)  had  come  prepared 
with  a  string  of  motions,  on  which  to 
ground  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  al- 
Uiough  the  only  crime  of  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  was  that  of  petitioning  the 
King  lor  a  redress  of  grievances ;  but  that 
this  intended  punishment  had  been  over- 
niled  by  one  person  in  the  cabinet,  who 
had  sense  enough  to  foresee,  that  if  they 
went  on  with  persecution,  mstead  of  hav- 
ing one  Wilkes  to  deal  with,  they  should 
have  five. 

Mr.  Storer  thought  the  motion  pro- 
ceeded from  a  Vtery  unnecessary  curiosity. 
As  to  the  planner  and  original  contriver 
of  the  .measures,  no  doubt  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  must  be  the 
person;  and  he  could  not  see  why  all  the 
other  most  excelleot  measures  which  his 
lordship  had  carried  through,  were  not 
likewise  enquired  after,  as  well  as  those 
mentioned  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  WiUcet.  Mr.  Speaker;  the  Ad- 
dress to  hb  Majesty,  wnich  the  hon,  gen- 
tleman has  moved  this  day,  is  so  essentially 
different  firom  all  otlier  late  addresses  to  the 
throne,  that  I  own  it  meets  with  my  hearty 
concurrence.  I  think  it,  Sir,  of  the  utoiost 
€Qq^^i4en^  to  know  the  ongioid  authors 


and  advisers  of  dus  unjust,  pemidom,  mt 
calamitous  war,  which  hasalresdyddng^ 
with  i)lood  a  part  of  America,  nd  sprod 
horror  and  devastation  through  thst  whole 
northern  continent.  When  so  many  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire  are  already  lott,  mA 
the  rest  actually  engaged  in  a  cruel  dfil 
war,  we  ought  not  to  sit  down  io  a  crimi- 
nal sopineness.  It  becomes  our  daty,  m 
the  grand  inouest  of  the  natton,  to  find 
out  and  punish  the  delinquents,  by  whose 
fatal  counsels  such  evils  have  been  broo^ 
upon  this  convulsed  and  almost  ruined 
state.  We  owe  it  to  the  people  at  bige; 
and  several  of  us  have  it  in  expren  cha^ 
from  our  constituents. 

We  are,  I  fear.  Sir,  on  the  eve  of  aa 
eternal  political  separation  from  the 
western  world,  unless  a  very  speedy re^ 
conciliation  should  take  place.  If  the 
present  motion  happily  meets  with  no- 
cess,  I  am  sure  it  will  do  more  towards  i 
sincere,  lasting,  and  hearty  union  vkh 
America,  than  all  the  captious  and  &Ib- 
cious  proposals  of  administration.  The 
Americans  will  then  beliewe  we  indeed  de- 
sire a  reconciliation  with  them,  asd  thejr 
will  at  length  begin  to  have  confidence  ii 
our  counsels,  when  they  see  the  vengeance 
of  parliament  fall  on  the  authors  of  ow 
common  calamities.  The  principles  nf 
violence  and  injustice,  which  have  bidieits 
prevailed,  they  will  see,  if  the  House  ii 
really  in  earnest  to  treat,  yield  to  eqm^ 
and  moderation ;  a  n^octatioo  on  £v, 
equal,  and  just  terms,  may  ensue,  and  a 
general  tranquillity  be  re-established  is  • 
empire,  which  is  now  shaken  toitsve^ 
foundation. 

I  really  think,  Sir,  this  is  alaoet  t^ 
only  method  now  left  of  extricating  ow* 
selves  with  honour  and  dignity  firomoi 
present  alarming  difficulties.  Yon  hais 
voted  fleets  and  armies,  and  your  forcei 
figure  greatly  in  the  papers  of  the  Seas» 
tary  at  War,  and  in  the  expeneive  etf^ 
mates  on  your  table.  But  the  minirtet 
knows  very  well  they  are  not  equal  to  te 
mad  project  of  subjti^ting  the  vast  co^h 
nent  of  America,  nor  ao  I  believe  ths 
whole  jtrength  of  this  kingdom  adequstets 
such  an  attempt.  After  a  veiy  olss^ 
campaign,  you  nave  conquered  only  osa 
hill  of  less  than  a  mile's  'ctrcumfereBC^ 
for  you  were  suffered  to  land  as  friends  is 
the  only  sea-port  town  of  any  consequfg 
which  you  possess.  Would  the  n4ii 
lord,  whom  his  Majesty  has  lately  raised  ts 
one  of  the  highest  civil  ofiSces,  if  be  ««s 
seat  on  a  military  service^  would  he  10* 
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tee,  even  at  the  bpad  of  the  whd«  Bri* 
tiih.panlry,lo  advaDC&iten  miles  into  the 
fQuatry  i  H^  would  nod,  I  ara  p^rtuaded, 
be  ,80  jrasb,  nor  do  h  thiok  his    spirit 
file  daring  enough  to  make  the  attempt. 
Aod  is  any  minister  weak  enough  to  flat- 
ter, himself  with  the  conquest  of  all  North 
Apericai  .The   Americans    will  dispute 
werj  inch  of  territory  with  you,  every 
narrow  pasa^  every  strong  defile,    every 
Thermopylae,    every    Bunker'sohilh      A 
Irain  of  most  unfortunate  eventa  will  pro- 
hibly.  ensue,  and  the  power  of  recruiting, 
f^rliaps  suhsisting,  your  weakened  forces, 
at  such  a  distaocet  be  lost*    After  an  un- 
acajlio^  struggle  of  a  very  few  years,  when 
the  rumed  merchant   and  manufacturer 
Besiege  your  doors,,  you'will  perhaps  think 
of  nammg  ambassadors   to  the   general 
9  eoDgjress,  instead  of  the  wild  and  expensive 
job  and  f^ce  now  in  contemplation,    of 
SOcpmrnissioners  with  a  salary  pf  4*,000/. 
each,  to  cry  peace,  where  there  is  no  p^ace. 

Yet,  Sir,  1  think  peaoe  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. Jbetween  Great  Britain  and  *Ame- 
lica,  and  therefore  I  approve  the  present 
notion,  as  holding  out  the  olive  branch. 
The  Americans 'are  rapidly  increasing  in 
^ulatbn,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  all 
the  useful  arts  of  life.  Alas !  Sir,  they 
are  not  ignorant  even  in  the  fashionable 
ait  of  murdering  our  own  species.  The 
late  worthy  governor  of  Pennsylvania  de- 
daifid  at  the  bar  of  the  other  H(ruse, 
that  that  province  now  grew  more  corn 
Aan  was  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  its 
inhabitants ;  that  they  exported  considera  < 
Uy every  year;  that  they  perfectly  un- 
derstood the  art  of  making  gunpowder, 
and  had  effected  it ;  that  they  had  esta- 
blisbed  several  works  to  procure  salt- 
f3tre;  that  they  had  the  materials  and 
snpaos  in  great  plenty  of  casting  iron 
cannon ;  that  the  art  of  casting  both  brass 
and  iron  cannon,  as.  well  as  of  fabricating 
•nail  arms,  had  been- carried  to  great  per- 
fection ;  and  that  they  were  expert  in 
•hip*buildiog  beyond  4he  Europeans.  He 
declared  likewise,  that  single  province  had 
actually  enrolled  20,000  men  in  arms,  em- 
bodied, but  not  in  pay,  and  had  4,000 
minute  men  read^  on  the  first  notice  of 
any  danger.  The  authentic  accounts  of 
die  preparations  for  the  forming,  train- 
ing, and  disciplining  troops  in  the  Mas- 
•achuset's  Bay  and  in  Virginia  are  equally 
fermidabie,  nor  are  they  inconsiderable 
in  the  other  united. provinces.  £very 
Uaa  of  foroe  therefore  on  our  aide  must 
i^paar  afatoaiioo* 
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.  AIL  wise  legislators,  Sir,  have  calculated 
the  strength  of  a  nation  from  the  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  the  laborious^  strong, 
and  active  The  population  in  most  parts 
of  America  is  doubled  in  the  course  of 
19  or  20  years ;  while  that  of  ttiis  island 
is  known  rather  to  have  decreased  since 
16d2«  The  emigrations  of  late  from  the 
three  kingdoms  have  been  amazing  and 
alarming.  Our  own  pestple  have  fled  in 
multitudes  from  a  covernment,  under 
which  they  starved.  It  appears  from  the 
nicest-  calculations,  that  many  more  of  our 
fellow -subjects  have  voluntarily  left  this 
kingdom  for  America— -riever  to  return — 
than  I  believe  administration  has  hitherto 
sent  in  their  pay  both  fleets  and  armies— 
never  to  return — in  any  considerable  pro- 
portion I  mean  for  tbeforcesent.  The  Ame- 
ricans, Sir,  are  a  pious  and  religious  people. 
With  much  ardour  and  su'coess  they  follow 
the  flrst  great  command  of  Heaven,  *  Be 
fruitful,  and  multiply.'  While  they  are  fer- 
vent in  these  devout  exercises,  while  the 
men  continue  enterprising  and  healthy, 
the  women  kind  and  prolific,  all  your 
attempts  to  subdue  them  by  force  will 
be  ridiculous  and  unavailing,  will  be 
regarded  by  them  with  scorn  and  ab- 
horrence. They  are  daily  strengthening ; 
and  if  you  lose  the  present  moment  of 
reconciliation,  to  whicli  this  motion  tends, 
you  lose  all.  America  may  now*  be  Re- 
claimed or  regained,  hut  cannot  be 
subdued. 

Gentlemen,  Sir,  do  not  seem  to  have 
considered  the  astonishing  disadvantages, 
under  which  we  engage  in  this  contest 
against  the  combined  pollers  of  Americ£k, 
not  only  from  the  distance  and  natural 
strength  of  the  country,  but  the  peculiar 
and  fortunate  circumstances  of  a' young, 
rising  empire.  The  Congress,  Sir,  have 
not  the  rooniitrous  load  of  a  debt  of  above 
140  millions,  like  our  parliament,  to 
strugsle  with,  the  very  interest  of  which 
would  swallow  up  all  their  taxes !  nor  a 
numerous  and  hungry  band  of  useless  place- 
men and  pensioners  to  provide  for ;  nor 
has  luxury  yet  enervated  their  mmds  or 
bodies.  Every  shilling  which  they  ral.se 
will  go  to  the  man  who  fights  the  battles 
of  his  country.  They  set  out  like  .a 
young  heir  with  a  noble  landed  estate, 
unincumbered  with  enormous  family  dcbtS; 
while  we  appear  the  poor,  old,  feeble,  ex- 
hausted, and  ruined  parent,  but  exhausted 
and  ruined  by  our  own  wickedness,  pro- 
digality, and  profligacy. 

8lr,  I  daily  hear  the  Amtrioans,  whe 
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glow  with  a  divine  zeal  for  liberty  in  all 
Its  branches,  misrepresented  in  this  House, 
and  the  ostensible  minister  is  diligent  in 
propagating  the  most  unjust  calumnies 
agamst  them.  The  noble  lord  with  the 
blue  ribbon  told  us,  the  liberty  of  the 
press  was  lost  throughout  America.  The 
noble  lord  deceives  us  in  thisy  as  in  many 
other  things.  From  experience  we  know 
that  his  intelligence  can  never  be  relied 
upon.  The  liberty  of  the  press,  the  bul- 
wark of  all  our  liberties,  is  lost  only  in 
Boston,  for  his  lordship's  ministerial  troops 
govern  there  only.  The  press  is  free  at 
Water-Town,  but  seven  miles  distant  from 
Boston,  at  Philadelphia,  Newport,  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  and  in  the  rest  of  North  Ame- 
rica. I  will  give  the  House  the  demon- 
stration. General  Gage's  foolish  and  con- 
temptible proclamation  against  Samuel 
Adams  and  John  Hancock,  two  worthy 
gentlemen,  and,  I  dare  to  add,  true  pa- 
triots, even  that  proclamation,  declaring 
them  rebels  and  traitors,  while  the  gene- 
rals Washington,  Putnam  and  Lee,  with 
all  the  naval  commanders  in  arms,  were 
unnoticed  by  him,  appears  reprinted  in  all 
the  American  papers.  His  letters  likewise 
to  Governor  Turnbull  and  others,  in 
which  he  roost  heroically  apologized  for 
his  inert  conduct,  as  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  army— the  protection  of 
an  army ! — and  of  an  army,  which  we  were 
taught  to  believe  would  look  all  opposition 
into  subjection,  awe  the  factious,  and  give 
security  to  the  well  affected — these  letters 
too  were  all  faithfully  copied.  I  believe 
all  the  curious,  futile  orders  he  has  issued, 
all  his  unmeaning  declarations  and  pro- 
clamations, will  be  found  as  exact  in  the 
Pennsylvania,  Water-Town,  and  other 
American  newspapers,  as  in  the  Gazette, 
published  by  his  authority  at  Boston, 
which  in  other  respects  is  as  partial  and 
false  as  that  of  the  American  secretary 
published  by  authority  in  this  capital. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
says,  the  present  address  is  trifling,  for  we 
already  know  the  author  and  adviser  of  all 
the  late  measures  against  America;  that 
the  noble  lord  with  the  blue  ribbon  will 
avow  them,  and  has  done  it.  I  wish  to 
hear  such  a  declaration.  Will  the  noble 
lord  avow  himself  the  adviser  of  only  one 
of  the  late  flagitious  measures,  that  of 
establishing  popery  and  despotic  power  in 
Canada?  The  father  of  that  monstrous 
birth  I  thought  had  prudently  hitherto 
chosen  to  remain  concealed.  He  likewise 
tells  usj  the  motion  now  before  us  is 


coupled  with  nothing,  and  leads  to  n^ 
thing.     I  will  tell  him  what  it  oogbt  It 
lead  to,  what  it  ought  to  be  coupled  iritiL 
I  mean  an  impeachment.  Sir,  which  I  tnttt 
will  follow,  as  the  next  motion  of  the  boOi 
gentleman,  who  spoke  first  in  this  debtte. 
Whoever  did  advise  the  measures  lately 
pursued,  which  have  lost  half  our  empire, 
1  consider  as  a  criminal  of  so  deep  a  dye^ 
that  his  head  would  be  a  just  sacrifice  ts 
the  honour  of  England  and  the  peace  of 
America.      The  word  *  impeachment,*  I 
hope,  will  always  strike  terror  to  the  ear 
and  heart  of  a  wicked  and  arbitrary  mi- 
nister, and  that  the  noblest  and  most  in- 
portent  prerogative  of  this  free  people,  8^ 
cured  to  us  by  our  grefit  deliverer,  king 
William  3,  in  the  *^  Act  for  the  fuitlMr 
limitation  of  the  crown,  and  better  sear- 
ing the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,* 
will  shortly  have  its  full  effect,  **  that  aa 
pardon  under  the  great  seal  of  Engtaal 
be  pleadable  to  an  impeachment  bytba 
Commons  in  parliamenL" 

Lord  North  thanked  Mr.  Storer  for  ths 
compliments  he  had  paid  him ;  but  nii 
the  hon.  member  who  nuide  the  notion 
had  not  considered  him  as  the  responnUa 
author  of  the  measures  he  had  mentionci 
He  allowed  that  the  cabinet  and  effidest 
cabinet  councils  were  no  parts  of  the  coai* 
stitution;  but  said,  that  the  king  migll 
consult  any  part  of  the  privy  couoselloii 
he  pleased.  He  said  the  present  metitt 
was  a  very  strange  one :  that  there  weis 
several  acts  of  parliament  concerned  in  il^ 
of  which  he  did  not  know  the  author:  lia 
did  not  know  who  was  the  author  ofthf 
Act  of  Henry  the  8th,  which  he  svtppcmt 
was  alluded  to ;  that  some  of  the  olbe^ 
Acts  had  been  made  in  different  admioiBtiSh 
tiods.  As  for  popery,  he  said,  tbatva 
established  in  Canada  before,  alod  desp^ 
tism  was  not  now  established  ;  for  that  the 
present  Act  might  possibly  be  repealel 
when  Canada  should  be  in  a  situation  fit  is 
have  assemblies;  but  that  at  present  a b* 
gislative  council  at  the  will  of  the  crov* 
was  the  fittest  form  of  govemmeot  for 
them.  That  however,  the  Canada  Bl 
came  to  them  from  the  Lords;  that  hs 
was  very  willing  to  take  upon  himself  tbs 
guilt  of  supporting  it  in  •  the  Commosfc 
But  he  hardly  thought  any  penon  wooU 
propose  the  calling  members  to.accouHl 
for  proposing  or  supporting  any  mesmrei 
in  (Mirliament*  The  gentleman  who  mads 
the  present  motion,  was  certahilv  *  g^^ 
stickler  for  fre^om  of  debate,  and  freeita 
of  ppinion,  and  to  comidain  tharefoR  it 
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mother  tribuna],  of  what  happened  in  this 
House,  in  consequence  of  using  that  free- 
km,  be  could  not  think  suitable  to  the 
^oeral  tenor  of  his  conduct ;  he  was  sure 
it  was  not  constitutional.  He  was  the 
Dore  surprised  at  this  motion,  as  the  gen- 
Jemen  who  had  moved  and  supported  it, 
lad  always  professed  themselves  disre- 
pirdless  of  men,  and  concerned  only  about 
aeasures ;  but  this  motion  was  calculated 
Herely  for  personal  chastisement,  and 
tbuke.  He  agreed  entirdy  in  opinion 
rith  the  counsellor,  whoever  he  was,  that 
light  think  one  Wilkes  sufficient ;  for  in- 
ie^  he  thought  that  it  was  one  too  much 
Daoy  well-regulated  government ;  though 
le  said,  to  do  him  justice,  it  was  not  easy 
a  find  many  such.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
lould  not  think  it  proper  to  carry  up  a 
iomplaint  to  the  King  of  measures  which 
Hd  received  the  sanction  of  parliament ; 
iQt  for  parliament  itielf  to  do  it  would  be 
idiculous. 

Mr.  Temjpie  LufireU,  I  rise  to  give 
isf  thanks  to  the  worthy  magistrate  who 
is  offered  to  the  House  this  motion,  be- 
aose  I  think  it,  as  to  spirit,  however  in- 
orrect  its  form,  replete  with  duty  and 
rae  affection  to  his  sovereign,  and  pro- 
uses  the  most  effectual  relief  to  the  sub- 
set throughout  every  part  of  the  British 
npipe,  at  a  time  of  imminent  peril  to  our 
ODstittttion,  our  trade,  and  our  liberties, 
own  myself  to  be  one  of  those  persons, 
rho,  from  en  unalterable  and  inmost  con- 
iction  of  mind,  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
f  the  great  Mr.  Locke,  that  "  the  legis- 
Iture  changed  from  that  which  was  origi- 
ally  constituted  by  general  consent,  and 
inoamental  acts  of  society,  such  change, 
•wever  effected,  is  at  once  an  entire  dis- 
Dlatk>n  of  the  bands  of  government,  and 
Ike  people  are  at  liberty  to  constitute  to 
kemselvea  a .  new  legislative  power.'* 
kw,  Sir,  that  the  legislature  has  been 
laterially  changed  with  respect  to  your 
American  colonists,  from  what  was  in  the 
ri^inal  and  fundamental  constitutions  of 
sciety,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  by  dis- 
osing  of  their  property  contrary  to  their 
oasent,  and  by  tne  hostile  and  savage 
els  consequent  thereto,  the  bands  between 
lie  British  government  and  the  American 
olonies  are  of  fcourse  dissolved:  whether 
r  not  they  will  constitute  themselves  a 
ew  legislative  power  time  only  can  shew. 

very  much  apprehend,  that,  unless  a 
peedy  apd  equitable  plan  of  conciliation 
>e  bdd  out  to  them  by  us,  who  are  the 
ltgraiioEa»  auch  will  be  the  baleful  end  of 


our  quarrel.     But,  Sir,  we  are  now  to 
come  at  the  prime  authors  and  promoters 
of  this  mischief.     Shew  us  the  men,  that, 
betraying  the  interests  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  confidence  of  their  sovereign, 
first  carried  rapine,  famine,  and  assassina- 
tion,   through    that  devoted    continent. 
We  know  that   (to  speak  parliamentary 
language,  and  as  becomes  every  well-af- 
fected subject)  the  king  <  can  do  no  wrong;' 
we  know  that  his  Majesty,  from  moral 
principle,  will  do  no  wrong.    He  is  per- 
haps the  last  man  in  these  dominions,  who 
would  commit  an  act  of  cruelty  or  injus- 
tice  against  any  individual,    much   less 
against  a  whole  community ;  but  Sir,  we 
likewise  know,  that  integrity  and  a  guard-  « 
less  temper  of  heart,  have  subjected  good 
kings  to  a  misguidance,  which  has  proved 
fatal  to  them  in  the  end.     The  five  de- 
throned monarchs  to  be  met  with  at  differ- 
ent aeras  of  the  English  history,  were  dis- 
tinguished severally  in  their  day  for  con-  , 
jugal  and  paternal  affection.    They  were 
exemplary  models  of  virtue  in  domestic 
life.      Three  of  them    (Edward  2,  Ri- 
chards, and  Henry  6,)  precipitated  from  a 
throne,  were  secretly  put  to  death.     One 
ignominiously  sufferea    upon  a  scaffold; 
and  the  fifth,  having  forfeited  his  crown, 
was  sent  into  exile.    Yet,  not  many  hours 
preceding  the  fatal ,  expiative  sen  tence,  each 
of  these  deluded  potentates  was  assured, 
by  his  ministers  and  sycophants,  he  could 
do  no  wrong.    It  may  be  decent,  it  may  be 
proper,  though  I  have  never  regarded  such 
assurance,  as  the  syren  canticle  which  has 
led  many  of  our  best  princes  with  a  full- 
swelled  canvass  on  those  quicksands  they 
would  otherwise  have    steered   clear  of. 
Sir,  it  is  only  by  protecting  the  guilty  that 
kings  can  do  wrong,  the  people  of  England 
owe  much  forbearance,  and  ar6  slow  to 
commotion  ;   but  when  once  in  arms  and 
under  the  standard  of  constitutional  free- 
dom, however  they  may  have  been  some- 
times baffled  in  partial  onsets,  they  have 
at  the  day  of  decisive  battle,  proved  them- 
selves invincible.     Neither  has  such  their 
laudable  enthusiasm  been  confined  to  the 
re-establishing  of  original  laws  for  the  se- 
curity of  their  possessions  and  franchises ; 
but  has  operated  with  no  less  Vigour  ia 
bringing   to  condign    punishment   those 
traitorous  persons  who  had  presumed  to 
infringe  them ;  nay,  of  this  we  have  striking 
proofs,  without  recurring  to  the  moment 
of  actual  revolt,  and  when  the  executive 
power  was  compelled  to  pay  due  regard 
to  popular  discontent.    In  the  reign  of 
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Richard  2,  the  weakest  and  wont  of  our 
kings,   (who  at   one  time  declared,  he 
would  not  turn  out  the  meanest  scullion 
in  his  kitchen  to  please  his  parliament) 
some  great  noien,  who  bad  abused  the  royal 
confidence,  by  carrying   into    execution 
schemes  subversive  of  public  liberty,  suf- 
fered as  being  guilty  of  high  treason ;  and, 
at  the  request  of  his  people,  this  king,  id 
the  lOtb  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  com- 
missioners to  scrutinize  and  reform  his  ca- 
binet and  household.     Henry  6,  ( impotent 
of  mind,  and  obstinate  of  disposicion  as  he 
was)  in  his  29th  year,  at  the  suit  of'  the 
Commons,  banished  between  20  and  30  of 
his  counsellors  and  minions  from  his  pre- 
sence, not  to  be  seen  for  a  year  within 
twelve  miles  of  the  court ;   their  sentence 
says,  '*  that  they  may  be  duly  improved." 
It  was  their  master's  sad  rai^ap,  who  re- 
called many  of  them  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  mentioned,  that  they  were  found 
incorrigible.    Under  Henry  6,  the  greatest 
tyrant  of  the  most  tyrannic  race  that  ever 
grasped  the  sceptre  of  this  realm,  others 
suffered  for  bein]g  the  chief  promoters  of 
Tery  iniquitous  extortions  during  the  pre- 
ceding reign.    Did    not    a  Lord    High 
Chancellor  experience,  in  the  time  of  the 
first  Stuart,  that  neither  personal  endow- 
ments, nor  elevatpd  station,  could  shield 
irim  from  the  punishment  due  to  his  cor 
rupt  practices  ?  Sir,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I,  certain  Judges  met  the  severest  repre- 
hension for  attempting  to  deliver  opinions 
which    were'  deemed  subversive   of  the 
rights  of  the  people ;    and,  in  the  subse- 
quent reign y  we  likewise    see  instances 
when  great  men  were  impeached  before 
parliament  for  high  misdemeanors  in  car* 
rying    on  the  administration   of  justice. 
The«e,  and  other  innumerable  examples 
to  be  found  in  your  annals  and  codes  of 
parliament,  sufficiently  evince  that  no  offi- 
cial influence,  no  honorary  dignity,  could, 
in  the  days  of  our  ancestors,  screen  the 
infractors  on  the  lawful  tranquillity  of  the 
aubject  from    punishment,   though    they 
were  the  nearest  servants  of  the  crown, 
and  illumined  with  the  brightest  rays  of 
Jcingly  favour.     Sir,  I  am  well  aware  that 
.the  malver^tions  of  govermnent  hav^,  in 
the  detail,  been  usually  brought  as  a  heavy 
charge  upon   the  minister  only,  keeping 
dear  of  the  monarch :  that  they  have  been 
imputed  to  a  De  Vere;    a  Le  Despencer ; 
"B  tiishop  Laud ;   to  a  father  Peters;  and 
jiad  such  incendiaries,  with  their  basead- 
lierents,  been  timely  and  voluntarily  given 
^pfora  aacrifieei  ataoemeot  might  have 


stopped  there;  but  the  prince  on  the 
throne,  faiscinated  by  a  false  glare  bf  prel 
rogative,  and,  plumed  with  towering  hk 
tions  of  his  divine  vicegerency,  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  hm  aiispicei 
from  the' proper  authors  of  pid>)ic  calaniitf^ 
till  an  injured  and  enraged  people  were 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  bringing  hone 
the  sum-total  of  grievances  to  the  aocouat 
of  majesty  itself:  Hence  foiiowedb  sooiii 
Warfare,  rivers  of  blood,  and  dethTtiDei> 
ments. 

Is  there  an  unprejudiced  person  in  tbii 

House,  endued -mth  a  tolercble  share  d 

discernment,  who,  dark  as  the  poGlial 

horizon  around  us  now  is,  cannot  dtscoffct 

further  mischief  to  be  complotted  on  ths 

basis  6f  these  transatlantic  ptraciea  ?  Ait 

we,  Sir,  to  remain  silent  and  passive  'ti| 

an  army  of  civilised  Britons,  in  cooipKl 

with  Uie  barbarians  of  Russia,  shaH^  hh$ 

enforced  and  perpetuated  slav^erj  to  ll 

our  American  colonies  ?  Till  yoar  Pbpift 

brigades  have  taken  good  account  of  fb$ 

liberties  of  Ireland?  Till  a  mountaineer 

militia  pours  in  upon  us  firdm  the  nortbeH 

confines  of  this  island  ?    Till  the  ^eraP^' 

naries  of  a  German  electorate  shall 

assumed  the  guardianship  of  Portsmoad^] 

Plymouth,  and  the  rest  of  our 

towns ;    till,  I  say, all  these motleylegi^ 

shall  have  united,  to  accomj^sh 

ful  purposes  of  such  zealouradt 

appeared  in  the  London  Gazette  of 

week?    Then  shall  the  oprlifited  hand' 

vengeance  and   outlawry  faH  upon 

scattered,  hdpless  corps    of  petitii 

throughout  the  several  counties  of 

land  :  those  unreasonable  petitioners 

prince  of  the  Brunswick  family,  in 

of  Revolution  principles  and  lawful 

dom  !  Then  shall  the  provinces  of  i 

rica,  like  many  of   those  in   Asia' 

Africa,  be  governed  by  bashaws;  by 

knout,  or  a  -  bow*string,  and  a  parlii 

here  at 'home  dastardly  and  dlependent 

the  Ottoman  Divan,  maintaining  Jsnifl 

law,  shall  establish  the  sway  of  an- 

trary  i^ltan  on  the  ruins  of  limited 

narchvi  and  of  the  best  constitution 

the  wisdom  and  spirit  of  mankind 

framed  for  the  happroess  and  glory  «^d 

fellow-ci^atures.     Sir,  ihe  hon.  gei 

who  made  this  motion  is  fortradsgi   ^ 

torreht  of  iniquity  to  its  source,  ^^^\ 

our  duty  so  *to  do.     If  there  are    " 

or  superwefficlent  ministers  behind  titf  < 

tain,  let  them  no  longer  remain  Ittent^i 

b^'  dragged  forth  to  public  ex< 

Certain  I  ain,  that  the  only  fthriciMi' 
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he  AmericflD  war  are  io  th»  island ;  they 
It  in  'this'ineiropDiis;  they-are'  most  of 
beis  in  this 'House.    Several  oblique  hints 
idd  iosmuations  have  at  difiereot  tiiheb 
leen  cast  to  thesk  benches  near  me*  from 
f?er  th^'way.  *  Sonie  'of  the  persons 'I  Iei1« 
de  t9  must  oirn  it  their  duty  id*  a  double 
spaciCj ;   their  duty  within  these  walls, 
ad  tfaieir  duty  «lsewhere»  if  they 'have 
obstantial  ground's  for  auch  charge^  to 
ffoduce  and  bring  home'  evidence  to  the 
riminil   persons.     Are   th&y   naturally 
Bckward  at  employmg' spies,' or  filing  in* 
mnatioDS';  or  hare  they  not  such  correct 
lertness  in  composing  warrants  of  cora- 
■tmeot  ?  Where,  then,  are"  these  enemies 
^'Ibeir  country  on  our  side  o(  the  House  ? 
Lre  they  to' be  found  amtMig  those  gentle* 
len  opposing  your  present  mealiures,  who 
ithdrew  from  the  sunshind  of  a  'court, 
Bd  relinquished  offices  of  great  honour 
bd  profit,  rather  than  sanctify  such  pro- 
Rts  as  their  <^onscicnces  revolted  agaitist  ? 
ire  they  among  those  opulent  commorrers 
ho  have 'a  landed  property,  and  here- 
il^ry  consequence  at  stake,  equal  to  the 
est  subjectif  in  Europe  f  Are  they  tb  be 
toad  in  those  heroic  commanders  who 
nght  at  the  head  of  your  fleets  in  the 
•t  war  with  a  prowess  beyond  the  idea  of 
IS  oi09t  romantic  ages  of  antiquity  ?  Or 
hist  we  look  for  them  in  those  intrepid 
Mgistrat^,  whose  public    conduct  has 
tfned  them  the  confidence  and  aftection 
Ptheir  fellow-subjects  in  the  greatest  city 
r  the  whole  commercial  «^erld,  and  who 
le  justly  revei'ed  throughout  the  tnost  re- 
tectable  trading  conimunities  in  all  parts 
Tthe  British  empire:  those  magistrates, 
I  whose  talents,  vigilance,  and  stability, 
a  DOW  turn  an  eye  of  expiring  hope,  as 
^  our  sheet-anchor,  which  can  alone  pre- 
ioe  the  labouring  vessel  of  the  strfte  frbm 
te  dreadltil  rocks  by  which  it  1^  enootn* 
tosed  ?   Sir,  there  are  no  Catfllhes  on 
iis  «ide  of  the  House.     Ear  be  it  from  me 
^charge  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
ith  meriting  altogether  that  appellation. 
Ittiy,  very  niany,  there  are  facinpf  me, 
ho  act,  I  am  sure,  from  such  principles 
I  they  persdade  themselves  are  principles 
r  Wi^om  and  rectitude:  but,  Sir,  I  will 
7,  that  in  the  line  of  ministers ;  in  that 
mguinary  phalanx,  at  least,  which  during 
I- the'  evokitioii's  and  retoliltions  of  go- 
Anient  fbl*  seVeral  years  past,  has  re- 
Mto^  unaliffkeh'  and   impregnable  ;    in 
Who,  aad  in   Ihe  composition  of  their 
rtoeiples,  I  see  mahy  Catalinariah  ingre- 
Kiits;  an:  iiaatiate  thirat  of  richea;  a 


licentious  pursuit  after  power;  dominion 
to  be  acquired  by  the  diost  de8]>erate 
hazards,  ahd  the  most  savilge  enterprises^ 
by  the  burning  of  wh6le  towns,  the  habi- 
tations of  meo,  the  temples' of  the  Divinity' 
innocent  families  to  be  butclierfed/  and  the 
entire  demolition  of  the  common-wealth 
at  her  halcyon  zenith  of  peace,  ha rmony^ 
and  abundance;  '  Whether  oi  mit  nridiBa 
the  arcana  of  their  cabinet,  they,  like  the 
Catahne-junto,  pass'  from  lip-  to  iip^,  the 
chalice  filled  with  human  blood;  t  as 'a 
pledge  of  secrecy  and  co-operative  zea^ 
and  Io  ^*  rivet  them  to  coercion,'^  is  beal 
known  among  themselves ;  but  if  one  may* 
judge  by  the  diabolical  creeds  which  thesr 
have  not  scrupled  to  kvow,  such  nMy-well 
be  the  cup  of  their  sacraaMnf.  IMenr  of 
affluent  incomes  they  have  amonff  them; 
yet  chiefly,  froiti  the  stipends  of  office;  not 
a  patrimonial  inheritance,  nor  the  fruits 
of  an  honest  industry ;  we  may,  it'  is  truis^ 
give  them  the  credit  for  a  few  renegade* 
converts  of  note,  taken  in* upon  the  Sher- 
wood-forest  system  of  policy  in  the  >days 
of  &obin*Hood,  who  recruited  his  trbopt 
from  time  to  time,  with  such  needy  strag^ 
glers,  as  could  stand  aftoagh-btifietmg*  wish 
the  arch-contrabandist  himself,  iiand  ti 

fist.  . .     "     '^ 

Let  us  now  look  for  their  military  co« 
adjutors.  Those  fe^v  they  could  ckini  of 
high  reputation,  and  to  whose  abilities  and 
spirit  we  might,  oh  a  future  fbreigtirwar, 
venture  to  give  in  ctistodiuM  the  tnesti* 
mable  glories  of  the  last,  these  miniltefa 
have  grouped  in  si  triurtiviratev  atid  tranak 
ported  to  America  upon  a  worse  than  boot* 
caneering  expedition;  We  know;  tNat 
they  were  last  session  among  the  deceived 
at  home,  arid  have  this  year  been  already 
disgraced  abroad  ;  at  this  hour  I  amspj^ii> 
ing,  are  perhaps  in  ignominious  durance, 
or  dead ;  if  dead,  be  it  for  their  best  repu- 
tation, and  the  repose  of  their  departed 
spirits,  that  they  achieved  no  [lait  of  the 
errand  they  were  sent  upon.  This,  Sif, 
puts  me  in  mind  of  another  martialist, 
(looking  at  lord  G.  Germaine)  not  unsig'- 
nalized  in  former  campaigns,  who  bein^ 
DOW  exalted  to  a  place  of  thb  greatest 
public  importance ;  if  no  other  ftiembera 
better  qualified  than  myself,  fi(hall'  tlndei^ 
take  the  tabk,  I  perhaps  rtiay,  on  a  future 
occasion,  hold  it  my  duty  to  give  him  thtsk 
distinct  and  copious  eulogium  whitfb  is  hfti 
just  due.  Yet  belbre  I  sit  doi^n,  I  can  hf 
no  means  omit  mentioning  the  person  dli 
office,  who  Mxh  little  better  preten^ldnH^ 
in  my  humble  opinlOD,  than  the  daily  tttth 
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ner  of  a  faction,  (looking  at  Mr.  Jenkin- 
son)  having  climbed  into  a  post  of  high 
financial  trust,  the  first  duty  of  which  is 
to  be  provident  of  the  treasure  of  his 
sovereign  and  his  country,  measuring  his 
claims  by  his  own  presumption  and  rapa- 
ciousness,  not  by  desert,  exacted  from  the 
crown  a  more  liber?.!  gratuity  than  has 
heretofore  been  givea  for  eminent  and 
Bplendid  national  services ;  more  than  was 
asked  by  a  Burleigh,  a  Godolphin,  or  an 
earl  of  Chatham  ;  and  more  than  was 
deemed  sufficient,  by  a  munificent  and 
grateful  nation,  for  an  illustrious  naval 
conqueror  (sir  Edward  Hawke)  who  is 
now  passing  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
humble  frugality.  Tell  this,  Sir,  to  the 
people  of  America;  and  tell  them,  that  a 
secretary  of  state  (lord  Rochford)  retiring 
from,  or  rather  deserting  the  pubjic  duty, 
at  a  conjuncture  of  some  embarrassment, 
either  through  indolence,  apprehension,  or 
conscious  insufficiency,  is  to  be  pensioned 
on  the  state  to  the  amount  of  3,000^  per 
annum.  I  say,  Sir,  relate  these  recent 
marks,  how  admirably  we  Britons  appro- 
priate our  own  money,  and  the  colonists 
can  no  longer  hesitate  to  make  us  trustees 
for  the  disposal  of  theirs ;  especially  if  it 
be  to  pass  through  the  same  hands,  and 
for  the  like  hallowed  purposes. 

However,  I  shall  still  flatter  myself,  as 
a  consequence  of  this  motion,  that  our 
gracious  sovereign  will,  from  the  trans- 
cendent goodness  of  his  heart,  and  re* 
flective  wisdom,  at  length  give  ear  to  the 
supplications  of  his  afflicted  people ;  and 
notwithstanding  he  may,  from  an  impulse 
of  lenity,  preserve  the  guilty  ministers 
from  the  punishment  their  offences  de- 
mand, he  willy  for  the  sake  of  humanit}', 
and  for  his  own  safety,  remove  them  from 
his  council  and  presence  for  ever. 

Mr.  Hayle^y  instructed  as  he  mws  by 
his  constituents,  could  not  give  a  silent 
vote  on  the  occasion ;  and  thought,  that 
as  all  the  petitions  presented  to  the  King 
had  been  rejected  with  disdain,  the  pre- 
sent method  of  an  Address  to  the  King 
from  the  House  was  a  proper  measure. 

]L(Ord  Foikesttme  highly  complimented 
the  hon.  mover,  both  as  a  public  and  a  pri- 
Tate  man,  and  said,  that  he  held  a  seat  in 
that  House  on  the  most  honourable  terms; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  condemned  all  the 
measures  which  had  been  taken  against 
America;  because  they  were  adopted  in 
defiance  of  every  principle  on  which  we 
support  our  own  liberties ;  that  particularly 
the  Act  for  establi^hiDg  despotism  and 


popery  in  .Canada,  was  most  obnosiow; 
for  not  to  mention  the  annihilation  of 
every  species  of  civil  liberty  which  iteiti- 
blishes,  it  plainly  declares,  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  parliament,  all  religions  are  eqoil; 
and  that  the  only  foandation  of  preference 
of  any,  is,  its  being  the  more  easilj  con- 
verted into  an  engine  of  state.    But  ai  the 
motion  was  directed  against  acts  of  par- 
liament, it  was  impossible  to  agree  to  it 
The  movers  of  them  are,  said  he,  mffid- 
ently  known.    We  do  not  want  to  be  in- 
formed of  that.    It  is  sufficient  at  preRot^ 
that  parliament  has  adopted  them:  tht- 
time,  he  hoped,  would  come,  wlieo  vs 
shall  know  who  CQncealed  that  infomi^ 
tion ;  who  suppressed  that  evidence,  whick 
if  parliament  had  received,  it  wodd  ^ 
have  adopted  them.    He  should 
himself  till  that  time,  and  therefore 
present  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hus$ey  seconded  tliis  motion. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  as 
plication  to  the  crown  concerning 
sures  which  had  once  passed  the  parlili 
ment,  was  highly  unconstitutional,  andd^ 
rogatory  to  their  honour;  but  he 
against  the  previous  qnestion,  as  he 
chuse  to  give  the  motion  itself  a  fiat 
tivc. 

Mr.  Fax  said  he  should  be  against 
motion,  because  it  seemed  to  excuse 
ministration,  and  to  throw  the  whole 
on  some  other  peisons ;  whereas 
thought  administration  equally  guilty ; 
he  did  not  think  that  punishment  could 
constitutionally  inflicted  for  any 
which  ^  should  be  done  in  narii 
this  conduct  there,  will  always  oe  fol 
by  the  loss  of  reputation;  and  that 
should  therefore  move  the  order  of  ikl 
day,  as  the  best  method  of  getting  rid  4 
the  motion. 

Governor  Johnstone  disliked  the  doe* 
trine,  that  ministers  were  only  pnnishaUa 
by  loss  of  reputation.  He  quoted  ar 
Edward  Cokeys  authority,  that  acts  m 
parliament,  obtained  by  undue  influeoc^ 
or  by  misinformation,  were  neither  a  coa* 
atitutional  excuse^  nor  by  precedent  couU 
be  made  a  shelter  for  the  miscondoct  sf 
ministers.  He  said,  that  he  disliked  d» 
frequent  use  of  the  word  <  impeaching; 
that  impeachment  was  a  great  pover « 
the  state,  seldom  to  be  exerted^  but  aevff 
to  be  mentioned  without  a  prolMbilitj  « 
carrying  it  into  effect  against  some  grtit 
criminal.  He  objected  to  the  motioo,  b^ 
cause  he  thought  an  inquiry  should  befii 
by  proving  some  &cti  and  hopedi  ^ 
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lom  the  variety  of  opinions  in  the  House, 
md  the  treatment  this  motion  met  with^that 
lentlemen  would  be  taught  how  necessary 
t  wai  to  act  in  concert,  and  consult  and 
let  with  a  number  of  other  persons  in  their 
notions  and  measures. 
Mr.  Rig^i/  took  this  occasion  to  ridi- 
uJe  most  strongly  the  conduct  of  opposi- 
ion.  He  remarked  their  distraction  ;  and 
be  abject  state  to  which  every  indepen- 
bit  gentleman  in  the  House  must  reauce 
ioBself,  as  a  member  of  opposition ;  that 
e  must  follow  a  leader  roUch  more  sla- 
bhly  and  implicitly  than  in  any  adminis- 
lation;  for  that  if  any  unconnected  mem- 
tr  should  make  the  very  motion  which 

ration  had  itself  determined,  yet  if  he 
it  without  their  previous  consent  and 
ermisnon,  they  would  themselves  turn 
Mind  upon  the  honest  gentleman  as  a 
bel,  and  treat  him  with  more  indignity, 
an  any  of  which  they  complained  in  be- 
ilfof  the  Americans.  He  reminded  the 
ty  members,  that  as  they  professed  to 
It  in  consequence  of  the  instruction  of 
eir  constituents,  they  ought  to  obey 
em  universally;  that  there  wereparticu* 
r  points  which  they  had  overlooked ; 
It  they  ought  to  rub  up  their  memories, 
five  they  professed  such  obedience ;  that 
>  wished  them  to  obey  them  universally ; 
It  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  ne* 
living  thetn  universally. 
The  question  was  then  put  for  the  or* 
f  of  the  day,  which  passed  in  the  nega- 
tf  without  a  division.  The  previous 
estion  was  then  put.  That  the  said  pro- 
^  question  he  now  put;  the  House 
«ied. 


Tellers, 
f  Lord  Lisburne 
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XMt.  Robii)6on       -    - 

fo^s  ?Lord  Folkestone  -    -    O 
tMr.  Hussey     -    -    -    -J 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
en  the  said  proposed  question  being 
if  the  House  divided. 

Tellers. 

riVTr.  Alderman  Oliver     -1 
(^ Lord  Mayor  of  London    J 

r  Lord  Stanley  .    -    -    O 
XSir  Grey  Cooper       -    -J 

io  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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^)ebate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Nova 
Ua  PeHtion."]  Nov.  29.  Sir  Grey 
iper  reported  the  following  Resolutions 
n  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
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on  the  Petition  from  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia:  (Se» 
p.  698.) 

1.  ^*  That  the  proposition  contained  in 
the  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorisfl  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  of  granting  to  his  Majesty, 
in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of  poundage,  ad  va- 
loteMf  upon  all  commodities  imported  into 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  not  being 
the  produce  of  the  British  dominions  in 
Europe  and  America  (bay  salt  excepted) 
the  said  duty  to  be  disposed  of  by  parlia- 
ment, is  fit  to  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  said  duty  should  be  Sper 
cent,  upon  all  such  commodities.— "S.  Inat 
when  and  as  soon  as  an  act,  or  acts,  shall 
have  been  passed  by  the  General  Assem* 
bly  of  the  said  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
conformable  to  the  foregoing  Resolution, 
and  his  Majesty  shall  have  given  his  royal 
approbation  to  such  act  or  acts,  all  and 
every  duty,  tax,  and  assessment,  upon 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  im« 
ported  into  the  said  province,  and  which 
duty,  tax,  and  assessment,  hath  been  im- 
posed and  levied  within  the  said  pro- 
vince,  by.  any  act  or  acts  of  parlia- 
ment now  in  force,  ought  to  cease  and 
be  discontinued;  and  that  for  so  long 
as  the  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  for  grant- 
ing to  his  Majesty  the  said  poundage  duty, 
shall  continue  in  force,  no  other  or  fur- 
ther  duties,  taxes  or  assessments,  ought  to 
be  imposed  or  levied  by  act  of  parliament, 
within  the  said  province,  except  such 
duties  only  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  con- 
tinue to  levy,  or  to  impose,  for  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  the  net  produce  of 
the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  the  said  province. — S. 
That  it  will  be  advisable  to  admit  a  direct 
importation  into  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  ships 
and  vessels,  qualified  by  law,  of  all  wines, 
oranges,  lemons,  currants,  and  raisins,  the 
growth  and  produce  of  any  foreign  coun- 
try whatsoever,  provided  such  wines, 
oranges,  lemons,  currants,  and  raisins,  be 
imported  directly  from  the  place  of  their 
growth  and  produce ;  and  provided  also, 
that  the  said  commodities  be  not  imported 
into  any  other  port  or  place  within  the 
said  province,  except  the  port  of  Halifax.'* 

Lord  North  said,  in  explanation  of  the 
first  Resolution,  that  it  might  be  proper 
the  committee  who  would  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  Resolutions, 
should  be  instructed  to  explain  that  no<* 
thing  was  meant   to   interfere  with  the 

t 
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eld  mode  of  requIsitioD.  That  he  •  had 
heard  in  the  committee  the  idea  of  the 
hen.  gentleman  (sir  G.  Yonge)  an  also 
the  idea  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (governor 
Powliall)  behind  him.  And  be  owned  he 
thought'  the  idea  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
behind  him, .  of  ^  proviso  naaking  it  dear 
that  nothing  was  meant  to.  restrain  tlie 
crown  from  making  requisitions,  nor  the 
ji^ople  from  making  grants  upon  them,, 
might  .be  very  proper.  He  had  always 
cpnsidered  the  Petition  as  an  answer  to 
the  conciliatory  proposition  he  made  last 

year ... 

Sjf  George  Yonge  said,  it  was  no  answer 
to  the  noble  lord's  conciliatory  p^oposi- 
tioa;  for  that ,  proposition  was.  aodressed 
to.  those  colonies  with  whom  we  had  dif- 
ferences, hut  we  had  no  fli&rencea  with 
Nova^cotla.,.  In  the  next  place  he  said, 
this  colony  aclpnoWledges  the  parliament 
of  Great.  Britain  to  be  the  supreme  legis- 
lature, and  so. did  the  General  Congress; 
that  the  petitioners  acknowledge  it  to  he 
their  diity  to  contribute  to  the  empire,  and 
so  did  the  Congress.  But  that  they  like- 
wise^ claimed  the  right  which  the  Congress 
claimed :  namely,  the  giving  and  granting 
their  own  money,  and  not  being  taxed  by 
parliament;  tliat  they  claimed  this  as  their 
own  right,,  as.  well  as  all  America,  to 
iphich  they  desire  to  be  held  out  aa  a  pat^^ 
tern ;  and  they  desire  it  on  the  footing  of 
preserving  .to  themselves,  as  well  as  all 
America,  the  righto  of  mankind  in  civil 
society.  He  was  convinced  tliey  claimed 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  as  the  condition 
upon  .which  they  consented  (o  grant  that 
tribute  to  the  empire,  and  of  their  duty 
and  allegiance  to  their  mother  country. 
He  added,  that  being  by  this  Petition  con- 
vinced that  these  were  the  genuine 
sentiments  of  all  the  colonies,  as  well 
thpse  with  whom  we  had  differences  as 
those  with  whom  we  had  nut ;  and  that  if 
the  exercise  of  this  right  was  granted  by 
an  explicit  declaration,  which  was  the 
only  road  to  peace,  there  would  be  an  end 
to  the  war ;  that  he  therefore,  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  should  conclude  with  the  offer  of 
his  proposition,  wishing  the  ministry  to 
accept  of  it,  that  they  themselves  might 
make  that  peace,  which  he  should  thank 
them  for,  as  well  as  every  man  in  Eng- 
land ;  which  he  was  satisfied  was  in  their 
power,  if  it  was  but  in  their  incUnation!; 
out.. was  only  in  their  power,  or  in  any 
body's,  by  means  of  a  declaration  of  that 
kind  t  **  That  when  the  public  exigencies 
^  the  slats  may  rtqaira  ttsj  fimbsr  siip« 


plies  from  the  proif  ince  of  Nova 
then,  according.  Xq  the  prayer  of 
Petition  of  the  said  province,  such  reqoia- 
tions  riiould  be  n^ade*  as  hiive  bees  for* 
merly  practised  in  North  America,  wher^ 
by  the  said  province  may  have  an  ofipor- 
tunity  of  shewing  their  duty  and  attach- 
ment  to  their  sovereign,  and  their  tius 
sense  of.  the  cause  for.  which  soch  requisif 
tions.were  made,  by  means. of  which  aloM 
his  Majesty  can  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  t^ue  sense  of  his  people  in  that  dirtut 
province." 

Mr.  Feilde  seconded  the  motion.  He 
entirely,  agreed  in  the  whole  o/  the  hta 
gentleman's,  argument;  and  added,  M 
matter  was  of  too  much  coosequenoe  tt 
be  left  ambiguous* 

Govern  or. /Vm?nii//  moved  the  preiiflf 
question;  in  order,  he  said,  toiotrodaei 
a  motion  he  had  given  notice  of  befare. 

The  House  divided.  Fortheptefifll 
question  89;  against  it  12. 

Governor  PownaU  said,  he  was 
what  experienced  in  this  matteE,  as  tad 
grounds  on  which  the  people  of  A 
give  and  grant  their  monies.    He 
their  jealousies  on  this  8ul]^ct,  snd 
necessary  it  is  to  obviate  all  such, 
he  had  therefore  on  this  occasion,  w 
the  House  are  calling  upon  then^  to 
tribute,  by  their  own  grants,  to  the 
mon  burdens  of  the  empire,  and  to  the 
mon  defence,  very  attentively,  watched 
mode  in  which   (in  this  particuldr 
the  House  would  frame  this  business : 
there  may  be  nothing,  not  only  to 
real  grounds  of  objection,  but  not 
grounds  of  jealousy.     He  was  very 
hensive  Jest  when    the  Housb  came 
frame  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
the  approbation  of  parliament  to  the 
proportion  of  the  quota  offered^  it 
act  as  referring  to  any  principle  w 
even  seemed  to  imply,  that  no  lavs 
by  grants  of  money  are    made  to 
crown,  were  complete  and  had  legal 
until  the  king  and  parliament 
to  them.      All  laws,  unless  such 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,. madt 
the  assemblies,  are  complete  and 
legal  effect,  unless  disallowed  by  the 
But  in  grants  of  money,  as  a  quoiai 
wards  the  common  defence,  which 
like  all  others  are  made  to  the  kiagt 
king's  acceptance,    accompanied  by 
thanks,  is  the  true  node  of  ap 
and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
according^. 

XlMra  iitts  a  seoand  ptial  ia 


im] 


Debate  on  the  N<yoa  Scotia  Petition* 


A.  D.  1775- 


[102C 


thought  be  could  discern  the  seeds  of  jea- 
krasy;  that  was,  the  fixing  the  quantum 
or  amount  of  the  duty.    To   avoid  all 
doobts  on  this  head,  and  to  hold  it  out  to 
the  other  colonies  as  an  indisputable  truth, 
that  the  House  do  not  mean  that   the 
amount  of  any  grant  made  by  any  House 
of  Representatives  in  America,  must  ori- 
ginate in  the  British  House  of  Commons ; 
iturould,  be' hoped,  be  discriminately  mark- 
ed, by  reciting  in  the  Bill  that  the  naming 
tiie  amount  or  rate  of  the  duty,  in  this 
case  is  done,  at  and  in  consequence  of  the 
npress  reference  and   special  desire  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

A  third  point  will  also  require  a  scru- 
polous  attention.  He  had  watched  it  with 
i  jealous  attention :  and  that  is,  that  al- 
Ibougb  th^  money  granted  for  the  com- 
mon defence  must  lie  at  the  disposfd  of 
tile  SLpreme  power  which  hath  the  d.irec- 
tioo  or  the  common  defence ;  yet  the  appli- 
tatioo  of  it  to  that  defence  only,  so  as  that  itr 
iMy  never  be  perverted  to  other  purposes, 
diould  lie  witli  the  grantors.  If  this  mat- 
ter be  not  made  clear  in  the  tenor  of  the 
Bfll,  whatever  Great  Britain  may  get  from 
iiova  Scotia,  it  will  never  have  a  grant 
wmn  any  other  province. 

If  theie  matters  should  ever  be  settled, 
ihere  will  still  remain  a  doubt  which  must 
k  cleared  up.»  The  people  of  America 
ttve  got  rooted  in  their  hearts  a  jealousy, 
kat  when  the  parliament  have  once  tai' 
M  the  point  of  a  fixed  and  permanent 
tevenue  tor  the  support  of  the  colony  go- 
ivmment,  and  a  perpetual  revenue  for  the 
bammon  defence,  assemblies  will  become 
licless,  and  that  all  intercourse  between 
km  and  the  crown,  will  be  cut  off.  The 
louse  of  Representatives  of  Nova  Scotia 
Vpress  this  fear  and  jealousy,  and  i(  is 
he  universal  appreheQ9ion  of  the  whole 
totment  of  America.  A  motion  arising 
totn  a  very  accurate  and  proper  attention, 
te  made  in  the  conraiittee  by  an  hon. 
fcndofhis  (sir  G.  Yonge)  and  had  it 
een  placed  on  such  ground  as  suited  the 
BDstitution  both  of  the  colonies  and  of 
iriiament,  he  would  have  supported  it. 
^  was  not  so  framed.  That  something 
a  that  idea  ought  to  be  done,  he  was 
dly  persuaded.  He  had  therefore  drawn 
Pi  under  the  form  of  an  instruction  to 
ich  committee  as  shall  be  ordered  to  pre- 
Ire  and  bring  in  the  intended  Bill,  the 
lea  which  he  meant  to  propose  to  the 
buse  when  that  Committee  is  appointed : 
That  they  do  by  a  provi/io  tikt  care 
[VOUXVIil.] 


,  that  nothing  in  that  Bill  doth  extend  or 
be  such  as  may  be  construed  to  extend  in 
any  manner  to  restrain  the  crown,  vt^ien 
the  exigencies  of  the  state  may  require 
any  further  aids  from  the  said  province; 
from  making  requisitions  thereto  in  the 
usual  manner,  as  formerly  practised ;  nor 
to  restrain  the  people  of  the  said  province 
from  giving  and  granting  to  his  Majesty, 
by  their  representatives  in  assembly  met, 
further  aids  on  such  requisitions  so  made;" 
by  which,  as  they  properly  say,  they  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  their  duty 
and  attachment  to  his  Majesty,  and  their 
sense  of  the  service  for  which  such  requi* 
sition  is  made. 

The  first  Resolution  being  agreed  to, 
when  the  second  came  to  be  reported. 

Sir  (jcoree  Y(mge  moved  as  an  amend-* 
ment :  **  Tnat  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  the  granting  the  power  to  the  colony 
of  Nova  Scotia,  of  proceeding  for  the 
supply  of  the  future  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  mode  of  reqiibition  formerly 
used  in  America,  was  the  condition  on 
which  the  sakl  colony  did  make  the  offer 
of  granting  the  revenue  in  their  petition 
expressed.'' 

Mr.  Burke  seconded  this  motion.  He 
said  it  was  almost  in  vain  to  contend,  for 
the  country  gentlemen  had  abandoned 
their  duty,  and  placed  an  implicit  confi- 
dence in  the  minister :  but  that  should  not 
prevent  him  from  performing  his  duty; 
for,  let  the  noble  lord  be  in  or  out  of  of- 
fice, when  the  measures  which  he  was 
hnrrjring  the  nation  wildly  and  inconside- 
rately into,  were  fatally  proved  to  be  de- 
struetive  in  their  consequences  to  the  most 
important  interests  of  this  country,  his 
lordship  might  depend  an  it,  that  he  would 
be  made  responsible  for  measures  he  had 
carried  into  execution,  under  the  sanction 
of  iuch  a  confidence. 

Mr.  Fox  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment.   He  said,  an   opposition  to  it  by 
administration,  appeared  to  him  scanda- 
lous and  disgraceful.     He  was  astonished 
how  the  House  could  agree  to  such  a  so- 
I  lemn  mockery  of  ail  parliamentary  order 
,  and  decorum. 
-  The  Amendment  was  negatived.    The 
second  Resolution  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Burke  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  third  Resolution : 
"  That  although  the  terms  of  the  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  of  the  27th  of  February 
1775,  relative  to  the  colonies  in  America, 
do  seem  literally  to  require,  that  the  offer 
therein  mentioned  should  be  made  by  the 

[8U] 
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governor,  council,  and  assembly,  or  ge- 
neral court  of  any  province,,  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  same  does  not 
require  any  thing  more,  in  order  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  House,  than  that  it  should 
be  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  such  province ;  and  also,  though  the 
Bala  Resolution  seems  to  require  that  the 
said  offer  should  be  a  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and 
situation  of  such  province,  yet  that  the 
true  meaning  of  the  said  Resolution  doth 
purport,  that  any  duties  which  this  House 
shall  approve,  will  be  accepted  as  a  com- 
pliance with  the  said  Resolution,  although 
no  grounds  for  determining  the  said  pro- 
portion be  laid  before  this  House;  and 
also,  although  the  said  Resolution  does 
seem  literally  to  require  that  they  should 
engage  to  make  provision  for  the  support 
of  the  civil  government  and  administration 
of  justice  in  such  province,  the  same  doth 
not  require  that  any  other  provision  for 
civil  government  should  be  made,  than 
what  such  province  hath  been  accustomed 
to  make." 

It  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  third 
Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

'    Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Indemnity  BUI 
Jbr  introducing  Foreign   TroopsJ]      Nov. 
30.    On  the  third  reading  of  the  Indem- 
nity Bill, 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  opposed  it 
in  strong  terms.  ^  He  observed,  that  it 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  statute  books, 
as  it  held  out  an  indemnity  while,  in  fact, 
it  asserted  the  persons  indemnified  were 
guilty  of  ho  offence  whatever :  on  tlie  con- 
trary, it  legalized  the  measure  of  sending 
his  Majesty's  electoral  troops  into  the  gar- 
risons of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  it  held  out  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  an  offence  against  some  law 
existing  at  the  time  the  supposed  illegal 
act  was  committed. 

Viscount  Weymouth  thought  the  BQl 
totally  unnecessary.  He  was  sure  the 
measure  was  in  itself  perfectly  justifiable, 
and  offered  to  divide  with  his  lordship,  if 
he  should  think  proper  to  put  the  question 
for  rejectinz  it. 

The  Earfof  Suffolk  could  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  Bill.  Besides,  though 
,  such  a  Bill  should  be  looked  upon  as  ne- 
cessary,  in  its  present  form  he  could  never 
approve  of  it,  because  the  preamble  was 
at  direct  variance  with  the  enacting 
clauses:  it  proposed  to  indemnify  such 
persons  as  advised  his  Majesty  to  send  his 


DeSate  in  the  Commons 


[lOB 


electoral  troops  into  the  garrisons  d 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  while  the  pream- 
ble stated  *'  that  doubts  having  arisen,  ftc.** 

Earl  Gainer  thought  the  ooeasure  1^ 
and  constitutional,  and  had  accordiarij 
advised  it  in  concert  with  the  rest  of  lui 
Majesty's  ministers;  and  now,  in  oon- 
formity  with  those  sentiments,  he  shoidd 
be  for  rejecting  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  then  rejected. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Ameriom 
Prohibitory  BiU.]  Dec  1.  Lord  Narlk 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Amen- 
can  Prohibit<^y  Bill.  He  sud,  if  there  wm 
any  thing  which  carried  an  air  of  severity  m 
the  BiU,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  Ab» 
rica  lierself  to  prevent  its  operatioo;  fiv 
all  that  the  people  of  any  colony  had  ti 
do,  was  to  own  the  legislative  supremacy 
of  Great  Britain,  a^the  parent  md  cqb- 
troUing  state :  or  if  unwillmg  to  accede  to 
any  general  declaration  of  that  kind,  to 
contribute  of  their  own  accord  towards  tie 
support  of  government,  as  one  of  the 
parts  of  the  empire  entiUed  to  the  proteo* 
tion  of  the  whole. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  JValpoie.  My  se»- 
timents  have  been  so  rarely  delivered  at 
this  House,  that  some  eentlemen  oonodsr 
me  as  one  of  those  who  have  lately  changied 
their  opinions  respecting  America.  Hai< 
I  indeed  formerly  approved  the  m 
of  government  towaras  the  ooloniea,  Asj 
iH  success  which  has  resulted  and  whickii 
likelj^  to  residt  from  them,  would  nor 
convince  me  of  the  expediency  of  cfaai^^ 
the  system  of  our  conduct.  My  senb* 
ments,  however,  have  been  confirmed,  aal 
altered,  by  our  late  unsuccesofiil  ezpcn* 
ments  in  America ;  as  I  have  comstaalif 
disapproved  every  Act  for  imposing 
on  the  colonies. 

Respecting  the  Bill  now  ^nder 
deration,  I  must  oppose  it,  because  of  A 
our  procieedings,  tnia  appears  to  me  litf 
most  violent  and  impolitic  It  begins  wUk 
a  formal  indiscriminate  dedaratioa  oCwar» 
affainst  the  inhabitants  of  thirteen  cob* 
m^,  and  after  autfaorizmg  a  seneol 
seizure  and  confiscatibn  of  their  eftct%  it 
concludes  with  a  fallacious  nugatory  pn» 
vision  respecting  the  attainment  of  pescs. 
Concerning  the  first  of  these  objects^  I 
must  observe,  that  were  it -both  jnsHfisWa 
and  expedient  to  seize  and  connscate  At 
property  of  the  colonists  without  discrini 
nation,  the  time  for  domg  it  is  past,  asl 
the  measure  become  impracticable^  ^^ 
that  total  sufipennotf  of  omaassKe  wiucfc 
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las  DOW  taken  place  in  America.  Twelve 
Doathg  ago,  indeed,  an  attempt  of  this 
dod  might  have  succeeded,  but  its  success 
rouid  ha?e  been  ruinous  iq  multitudes  of 
Iritish  merchants,  who  were  either  imme- 
Bstdy  or  remotely  interested  in  the  car* 
|oes  of  all  American  vessels  wherever 
DBDersed,  and  especially  of  those  laden 
ritli  com,  which  toe  Americans  were  ho« 
loorably  sending  us  in  discharge  of  their 
iebts,  and  which  was  necessary  to  pre- 
erve' Europe  from  famine.  The  attempt 
mi  therefore  wisely  suspended,  as  indeed 
fery  other  hostile  measure  ought  to  have 
een ;  since  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  in- 
ure the  colonies  witnout  suffering  by  the 
irtress  which  we  may  occasion  them, 
hit  if  it  was  expedient  to  delay  the  seizure 
f  American  ships  while  they  were  in  our 
over,  it  must  be  «bsurd  to  attempt  it 
rhen  the  measure  is  no  longer  practicable, 
r  at  least  when  our  only  captures  will  be 
fivateers,  which  a  knowledge  of  this  Act 
ill  provoke  the  colonists  to  fit  out,  in 
ider  to  distress  our  West  India  trade,  and 
M^e  reprisals  for  those  depredations 
'^''"^  we  are  now  going  to  authorize ; 
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Diets,  indeed,  the  severe  penalties  of  this 
liil  should  (as  I  think  they  wilH  induce 
Ik  Americans  to  open  their  ports  to  the 
hips  of  other  maritime  powers,  and  invite 
Meigners  to  supply  their  wants ;  a  pro- 
seding  which  would  compel  us  to  seize 
be  effects  of  the  subjects  of  other  states, 
nd  eventually  involve  us  in  a  disastrous 
hiropean  war. 

Refloecting  the  concluding  part  of  this 
till,  I  cannot  but  think  the  provision 
ttch  it  makes  for  peace  is  very  inade- 
Dste  to  the  attainment  of  it^  For  the 
ipvision  consists  only  of  a  power  in  cer- 
liD  circumstances,  to  grant  particular 
ttdons  and  exemptions  from  the  penalties 
Cthis  Act.  But  will  the  offer  of  pardbn 
Kisfy  men  who  acknowledge  no  crime, 
Mi  who  are  conscious,  not  of  doing  but 
f  suffering  wrong  ?  Or  will  the  prospect 
f  SD  exemption  from  commercial  seizures, 
nthout  the  redress  of  any  grievance,  dis- 
Vm  those  who  have  deliberately  refused 
U  commerce  until  their  grievances  shall 
e  redressed  ?  A  noble  lord',  who  is  now 
>6comethe  minister  for  America,  basin- 
1^  told  us,  that  nothing  should  be 
panted  to  the  colonists  until  they  shall 
live  laid  down  their  arms  and  made  an 
^conditional  submission  to  our  claims, 
^ery  little  however  must  his-lordship  know 
)f  human  naturey^br  of  the  people  annexed 
0  bis  department,  if  he  thinks  the  motives 


which  have  induced  them  to  associate, 
arm  and  fight  in  the  defence  of  their  sup» 
posed  rights,  will  not  for  ever  prevent  the 
return  of  peace,  unless  more  adequate  and 
just  provisions  be  made  for  obtaining  it. 

The  only  benefit  which  has  resulted 
from  our  unhappy  contest  with  America, 
is,  that  by  it  we  have  been  led  to  revert 
to  the  first  principles  of  civil  polity.  After 
numerous  struggles  between  the  powers 
and  opinions  of  contending  parties,  wb  all 
now  agree  in  this  fundamental  truth  ;  that 
civil  government  was  instituted  to  benefit 
the  many  who  are  governed  and  not  the 
few  who  govern  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
its  proper  end  is  the  preservation  of  life, 
freedom,  and  property ;  aild  of  these,  the 
latter  has,  under  our  constitution,  been 
^the  object  of  peculiar  care.  Indeed,  the 
very  nature  ot  property,  as  it  is  constantly 
denned,  requires  that  the  proprietor  alone 
should  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  his  pro- 
perty, and  therefore  it  is  that  by  the  most 
solemn  provisions  of  our  government,  the 
consent  of  those  from  whom  money  is 
wanted  for  national  services,  is  made  in- 
dispensably necessary.  I  have  attentively 
coosiderea  the  peculiar  rights  of  this 
House  respecting  the  imposition  of  taxes^ 
and  also  the  usual  words,  formtf,  and  cir- 
cumstances of  our  pecuniary  grants,  which 
of  themselves  sufficiently  prove,  that  a 
right  of  granting  away  the  property  of  our 
constituents  is  totally  distinct  and  different 
from  a  right  of  making  laws  to  govern 
them.  We  are  the  only  branch  of  the 
legislature  that  represents  the  people  and 
property  of  Great  Britain  (the  peers  sit- 
ting by  titles  derived  from  the  crown  )  and 
therefore  a  grant  of  this  House  in  its  re- 
presentative capacity  necessarily  precedes 
the  imposition  of  any  tax  on  the  people. 
This  appears  from  the  tenor  of  all  the 
Acts  for  raising  supplies,  which  begin 
with  reciting  that  <*  the  Commons^  alone^ 
separately  and  distinctly,  have  first  granted 
the  rates,  duties,  and  impositions,  intended 
to  be  levied,  and  afterwards  proceed  to 
enact,  by  the  joint  authority  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  that  the  sums  which 
have  been  thus  distinctly  granted  by  the 
latter  shall  be  collected  according  tcthe 
intention  of  their  several  grants ;  and  in 
the  very  same  manner  the  legislative  as* 
seut  of  parliament  was  always  required  to 
authorize  a  collection  of  the  subsidiea^for- 
raerly  granted  by  the  clergy  in  convoca- 
tion ;  though  yet,  without  a  previous 
erant  from  the  clergy,  no  taxes  were  col- 
lected from  Uiem  by  authority  of  parlia* 
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ineDt  Until  the  reien  of  Charles  the  Snd, 
when  they  obtained  a  share  in  the  national 
representation.  And,  excepting  the  per- 
plexity, which  late  sophistical  fallacies 
may  have  occasioned  on  this  subject,  no 
privilege  of  our  constitution  was  ever 
better  ascertained,  more  generallj  under- 
stood,  or  more  confidebtw  believed,  than 
the  privilege  which  Englisnmen  for  a  long 
succession  of  ages  have  enjoyed,  of  being 
taxed  only  with  their  own  consent,  or  that 
of  their  representatives.  In  virtue  of  this 
privilege  it  was,  that  the  unrepresented 
people  of  America  refused  to  pay  the 
taxes  we  have  lately  imposed  on  them ;  a 
refusal  which  has  been  followed  by  a  series 
of  intemperate  and  violent  acts  on  our 
part,  and  by  a  loss  of  our  former  domi* 
nion  over  thirteen  of  the  colonies  on  that 
continent.  To  recover  the  affection,  the 
commerce,  and  the  aUegiance  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  colonies,  should  be  the  end  of 
all  our  endeavours.  The  measures  which 
we  have  hitherto  pursued  for  this  end 
have  produced  none  but  the  most  perni- 
cious consequences ;  it  is  time  therefore 
to  profit  by  experience,  to  grow  wise  by 
misfortunes,  and  to  try  the  effects  of  a  dif- 
ferent system  of  conduct.  Enough,  and 
I  fear  too  much,  has  been  already  at- 
tempted by  irritation,  by  menace,  and  by 
violence ;  let  these  give  way  to  milder  pro- 
ceedings; let  us  seek  for  peace,  not  by 
carrying  war  and  desolation  over  the  coun- 
tries .we  would  govern,  not  by  destroying 
the  sources  of  that  commerce  we  would 
regain,  not  by  exciting  irreconcilable 
hatred  in  those  whose  affections  we  should 
reconciliate,  but  by  pursuing  the  dictates 
of  reason,  humanity^  and  justice,  which 
are  all  repugnant  to  every  part  of  the  Bill 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  ComivaU  did  not  see  how  the  dis- 
pute with  America  would  be  productive 
of  a  war  with  any  European  power.  He. 
imagined  the  reverse,  because  Spain  in 
particular,  feeling  a  similarity  of  situation 
and  interest,  instead  of  encouraging  Ame- 
rica in  acts  of  disobedience  to  the  parent 
state,  would  rather  contribute  every  thing 
in  her  power  to  suppress  a  revolt,  which, 
in  example,  might  be  £iital  to  her  own  in- 
terests in  the  new  world.  He  observed, 
that  great  stress,  he  foresaw,  would  be  laid 
on  that  part  of  the  Bill,  which  subjected 
all  ships,  merchandize,  &c.  which  belonged 
to  the  people  of  America,  or  any  persons 
whatever  found  trading  to  that  country, 
to  forfeiture  and  confiscation;  but,  if  the 
present  state  of  that  country  were  only 
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considered  for  an  instant,  the  pfOfirietf  «f 
that  part  of  the  Bill  must  be  self-evideat; 
for  as  the  non-exportatioo  and  noa-impor* 
tatioa    agreement    had    ttPConditionaBy 
taken  place  the   10th  of  September  last, 
the  inevitable  consequence  w<nildbe,  thataO 
tirade  being  at  an  end  between  both  conn- 
tries,  a  communication  would  be  open  be- 
tween America  and  the  several  maritiiM 
and  commercial  nations  of  Europe^  pnrli- 
cularly  France  and  the  United  IVovmoek 
He  said,  in  the  present  state  of  thinp, 
however  great  our  native  strength  and  re- 
'  sources  might  be,  such  was  the  nataie  of 
a  land  war  to  be  carried  on  in  that  dsstant 
part  of  the  world,  that  we  could  never  ex- 
pect to  succeed;    therefore  the  present 
JBill  was  necessary,  as,  by  restraining  tfacar 
maritime  intercourse  with  other  ntiens^ 
it  would  completely  cut  off  aQ  their  re- 
sources, and  give  Great  Britain  the  adi 
tage  of  exertmg  her  strength  on  that 
roent,  where  she  never  found  an 
He  concluded  with  asserting,  that  the  g»» 
veroment  of  this  empire  was  placed  in  the 
British  parliament;  that  of  course, 
ever  the  British  parliament,  in  its  wi 
and  justice,  decreed,  was,  to  all  inl 
constructions,  and  purposes,  binding  i^aa 
every  other  part  of  the  whole  empke, 

Mr.  Dunning  9aidf  that  whatever 
prevailed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
whether  the  speech  from  the  throne  pae* 
dieted  war  or  peace,  no  one  could  nam  be 
at  a  loss  to  know  its  genuine  import.    He 
was  one  who  looked  upon  it,  firom  the  veiy 
beginning,  to  be  a  formal  declaration  of 
war  against  all  America.     He  was  evciy 
day  more  and  more  satisfied  that  his  sas» 
picions  were  well-founded;   but  now  he 
nad    nothing  to  prevent  him  Irona  pn>> 
nouncing  with  certainty,  that  he  was  fbl^ 
justified  m  his  opinion,  that  war,  and  a  war 
of  the  most  unrelenting  and  bloody  cook 
plexion,  was  meant  to  be  made  on  tfaesa 
devoted  people.    He  was  tolerably  v< 
in  history,  nor  was  he  ignorant  of  the 
of  his  country ;  but  never,  within  the 
pass  of  his  readhig  or  knowledge,  did  ha 
near  of  sudi  a  rebellion  as  the  jpreseaL 
Who,  said  he,  are  the  rebels  ?    Wnat  aie 
the  principles  they  controvert?    Who  is 
the  prince  to  whom  they  profess  obedience? 
But,  tumine  from  those  mattera,  which 
are  only  a  fit  subject  for  ridicule,  do  not 
the  consequences  promise  to  be  serious? 
Let  us  think  only  for  a  minute  of  the 
manner  we  have  been  treated.    How  is  it 
possible  we  can  proceed  an  inch  with  say 
propriety^  without  the  necessary  iafiuina* 
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tion?  Thuiy  it  is  possible,  may  be  a  good 
Bill ;  it  may  be  the  only  measure  left  us  to 
adopt,  which  may  be  the  means  of  bring- 
ing  chat  country  back  to  a  proper  sense 
of  her  duty  ;  but  is  there  one  gentleman 
m  this  House,  even  one  honourable  mem- 
ber on  the  Treasury  bench,  wh6  will  rise 
and  tell  me,  that  his  suf^rt  to  the  present 
Bill  arises  from  his  infbrmtition,  or  will 
take  upon  himself  to  stake  his  general  sup- 
port ot  the  Bill  upon  information  had,  but 
lot  proper  to  be  communi<»ted  to  this 
House  P  I  am  certain,  bold  and  enterpriz- 
iog  as  many  of  tbem  are,  there  is  not  one. 
1  cannot  sit  down  without  saying  a  word 
or  two  relative  to  the  manifest  partiality 
admioistration  has  lately  shewn  to  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom  (Ireland)  which  used 
not  to  be  in  very  high  esteem.  No  longer 
tyrannized  over  and  oppressed,  she  has  sud- 
oeoly  become  a  favourite ;  she  has  been 
lately  told  by  the  minister  there,  that  she 
might  have  Hessians  or  Brunswickers,  or 
the  might  have  none ;  and  that  they  should 
be  paid  by  this  country  on  the  present  oc- 
tasion.  This  sure  is  a  happy  chaiige. 
Ireland  may  have  foreigners ;  she  may 
bave  tbem  for  nothing ;  and  she  is  fairly 
told,  she  shall  not  have  one  without  the 
consent  of  parliament,  and  ev.en  if  she 
hoM  consent,  she  shall  not,  pay  a  single 
Bulling  towards  their  maintenance  or  sup- 
N>rt.  Great  Britain  shall  have  foreigners, 
irhetber  she  will  or  not ;  Ireland  may  have 
bem  if  she  pleases;  but  even  then  Great 
bitain  shall  pay  tbem. 

Tne  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  complained 
^the  conduct  of  administration,  in  keep- 
sg  every  thing  secret ;  it  was  very  pro- 
Me,  if  administration  could  have  kept  it 
I  secret,  that  the  King's  troops  were  de- 
bated at  Lexington  in  April',  or  that  they 
aifered  worse  than  a  defeat  at  Bunker's 
iill,  we  should  have  never  heard  of  those 
wo  very  mortifying  occurrences ;  ner  that 
n  army  of  10,000  men,  with  a  most  for- 
nidable  train  of  artillery,  and  commanded 
^  four  generals  of  reputation,  have  been 
locked  up  during  the  whole  summer  by  a 
>ady  of  people,  who  have  been  described 
1  this  House,  ever  since  their  names  have 
een  first  mentioned,  as  a  mere  cowardly 
sbbie.  He  could  easily  discern  that  the 
^ill  breathed  nothing  but  war,  and  that 
ot  of  an  ordinary  nature  ;  for  it  was  not 
war  that  might  be  stifled  or  compromised 
y  a  mixture  of  assertion  or  concession, 
nt  made  upon  a  principle  of  ruin  to  one 
f  the  parties,  if  not  to  both;  in  short,  it 
18  a  war  of  mere  revenge^  not  of  justice. 


Mr*  Fox  enumerated  the  several  contra* 
dictions  and  evasions  of  the  minister  since 
the  u)mmencement  of  the  session,  and 
contracted  them  with  his  lordship's  former 
declarations.  He  observed,  on  the  doc- 
trine of  unconditional  supremacy,  that  it 
went  to  this :  tax  America  to  any  amount, 
or  in  an^  manner  you  please ;  if  she  com- 
plains, punbh  her  with  pains  and  penalties 
of  the  mqst  cruel  and  unrelenting  nature ; 
and  if  she  resists  such  tyranny  and  bar- 
barity, th^n  sit  down,  day  after  day,  in 
merciful  deliberation  on  the  most  potent 
and  expeditious  way  a£  starving  or  massa* 
cring  the  devoted  victims. 

The  Aitor^ey  General  insisted  that  no 
troops  had  b^en  offered  to  Ireland,  as  as- 
serted by  his  l<^arned  friend,  who,  he  feared, 
laid  too  much  ^ess  upon  newspaper  infor- 
mation. Even  :>  the  fact  were  so,  this  was 
not  the  proper  tfme  to  debate  it,  nor  could  he 
perceive  what  kiju^  of  relation  there  was  be* 
tween  the  soppos^^d  offer  made  to  Ireland 
and  the  Bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Burke  obii^rved,  that  the  present 
was  a  retrospective  Bill,  for  it  inflicted 
punishments  for  acts  thought  innocent  at 
the  time  they  wer&  committed,  and  le- 
galized others  which  w  ere  acts  of  atrocious 
plunder  and  robbery.  \  Our  Saviour  sent 
his  apostles  to  teach  and  proclaim  peace 
to  all  nations ;  but  the  political  apostles,  to 
be  sent  out  by  this  Bill,  would  be  the  har- 
bingers of  civil  war,  in  all  its  most  horrid 
and  hideous  forms,  accompanied  by  fire, 
sword,  and  famine. 

Mr.  T.  T&vomhend  was  severe  on  the 
ostensible  minister,  who  was  but  a  mere 
shadow  of  authority,  all  real  power  being 
lodged  in  the  person  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  sat  next  him  ^Mr,  Jenkinson.)' 

Mr.  Jenkinson  said,  lie  did  not  under- 
stand what  such  insinuations  led  to,  if  not 
to  mislead  the  House;  that  he  had  al- 
ways acted  conforntably  to  tlie  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  and  defied  his  accusers 
to  point  out  a  single  instance  to  the  Con- 
trary. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  said,,  the  manu- 
factures were  daily  declining  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  conseauences 
of  this  Bill  must  be  dreadful,  as  lie  sup- 
posed, (>efore  the  end  of  the  year,  it  would 
throw  above  40,000  hands  out  of  em- 
ployment. 

Lord  Stanley  could  not  contradict  the 
noble  lord's  general  information,  but  he 
could  venture  to  affirm,  it  was  not  the  case 
ip  Lancashire. 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell.    When  the  noble 
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lord,  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  first  gave 
notice  of  this  Bill,  he  told  us,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  repeal  the  three  Acts  restrictire 
on  the  trade  of  New  England  and  certain 
other  colonies,  as  insufficient  to  the  pur- 
pose he  had  in  view.'  Now,  if  I  have 
comprehended  the  noUe  lord  aright,  he 
has  at  diffisrent  -times  professed  to  have 
in  view  two  very  distinct  and  contradic- 
tory purposes;  the  one  to  accelerate  a 
peace,  the  other  to  continue  the  war  with 
energy,  and  a  profuse  eSiision  of  blood. 
If  the  noble  lord  would  repeal  these  ini- 
quitous Acts,  and  suspend  all  other  hostile 
Croceedings  for  the  present,  he  may  pro- 
ably  lay  the  ground-work  of  peace ;  but, 
if  he  proceeds  to  a  more  diffuse  and 
rigorous  severity,  he  will  put  an  end  to 
every  ray  of  hope  that  could  be  .enter- 
tained of  sincere  or  effectual  conciliation. 
One  hope.  Sir,  I  wUl  however  still  enter- 
tain, and  which  I  am  neither  afraid  nor 
ashamed  to  avow;  it  is,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans may  prove  successful  in  the  main- 
tenance of  their  just  rights.  Sir,  I  heartily 
wish  them  success,  for  their  sakes  who 
have  been  grossly  injured,  and  I  wish  it 
for  our  own.  We  have  now  before  us  a 
dreadful  alternative :  if  the  colonists  gain 
the  victory,  we  bid  farewell  to  the  most 
valuable  branch  of  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  and  we  no  longer  hold  that  pre- 
eminent distinction,  which  the  triumphs  of 
the  last  war,  and  our  superior  form  of  go- 
vernment, ^ave  us  a  just  title  to  among 
the  powers  of  Europe :  if,  on  the  other 
haoa,  the  ministerial  army  should  come  off" 
with  conquest,  to  judge  by  your  northern 
addresses ;  by  the  accommodating  temper 
of  the  military  {so  different  from  former 
timesl ;  and,  above  all,  to  judge  by  the 
complexion  of  our  present  rulers;  the 
liberties  of  England  must  inevitably  &11  a 
sacrifice  on  the  American  continent.  But, 
Sir,  I  trust,  the  eyes  of  Great  Britain  will 
open,  ere  it  be  too  late,  and  that  she  will 
discover  the  dangerous  precipice,  on  the 
brink  of  which  she  at  this  day  stands.  Sir, 
I  venture  to  foretel,  that  ^if  these  violent 
measures  of  coercion  be  further  persevered 
in,  you  will  involve  every  district  of  the 
British  dominions  throughout  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe  in  the  various  cala- 
mities and  horrors  of  your  unnatural  civil 
war.  Surely,  Sir,  the  country  gentlemen, 
who  are  so  frequently  called  upon  from  all 
sides  of  the  House,  now  they  are  retiring 
into  the  country,  must  ponder,  during  the 
Christmas  recess,  on  the  mischiefs  they 
Jiave  been  accessary  to,  and  will  return  to 
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pariiament  with  aentiiiients  of  oootncioB, 
and  sach  aentimenta  as  hate  asmflj  a^ 
tnated  that  valuable  body  of  V^nffm^ 
Neither  will  I  despair  of  aeeiiig  tUi  pir- 
liament,  which  has  borrowed  t£  naoeflf 
the  memorable  Coventry  parlimeDt,  ml 
copied  so  many  of  its  misnefd^  take  finm 
it  the  only  good  precedent  it  csn  sl&id. 
The  Coventiy  parliament,  in  the  5th  of 
Henry  4,  (about  the  month  of  Jmosrj) 
having  granted  to  the  crown  veiy  ei(Mi- 
bitant  and  unjustifiable  taxes,  a  very  (or' 
weeks  after,  caused  the  record,  coDtiih 
iog  that  grant,  to  be  committed  to  the 
flames,  hoping,  by  such  expedient,  to  pl^ 
vent  their  offi»ice  from  bemg  disooveni 
to  future  generations.*  Let  us.  Sir,  ftl- 
low  that  bright  examfiie,  and  have  d 
the  American  Acts  pused  siaoe  1769| 
whether  relative  to  umimited  sovereipty, 
to  famine,  or  to  taxation,  sdected  firea 
your  rolls,  and  put  into  the  fire ;  and  vha 
you  send  commissioners  over  to  Boetia, 
with  the  olive  branch  of  peace  m  oie 
hand,  I  would  have  them,  instead  of  the 
exterminating  sword  of  war,  carrv  in  thi 
other  a  cinerary  vase,  filled  with  the  sdici 
of  those  defunct  parchments;  to  bet 
sacrifice  at  the  tree  of  liberty,  where  thff 
should  be  buried,  and  with  them  our  m* 
tual  animosities,  and  every  idea  that  might 
hereafter  grow  up  to  malice,  reproach,  or 
mistrusL  Such  a  legation,  and  such  as* 
dentials,  would  be  worthy  the  wisdom  aii 
justice  of  the  British  legislature,  snd  i^ 
store  your  empire  to  its  former  spleod* -' 
and  prosperity :  but  if  the  character  d 
herald  be  to  predominate  in  this  comsm* 
sion,  there  is  not  one  leaf  of  the  olifa- 
branch  will  be  accepted  of  in  Amefii% 
till  you  have  rivetted  fetters  on  the  hil 
hand^that  has  nerves  able  to  resist  yoUi  I, 
know.  Sir,  that,  for  a  subject  to  resist  Ihi 
executive  power  of  the  gOTemmeat  o«tf 
that  societv  of  which  he  is  a  member,  mrit 
be  deemec[  an  act  of  rebellion,  unless  soch 
executive  power  shall  have  commitled  s 
prior  act  of  rebellion  against  its  creatoit-^ 
the  people ;  for  then  it  virtually  lays  iiaK 
under  an  interdict,  and  resistance  is  art 
only  pardonable,  but  praiseworthy;  it  b^ 
comes  the  duty  of  every  good  dtisea; 
therefore  the  glorious  founders  of  the  R^ 
volution  in  1688  were  patriots,  not  rebeh^ 
and  the  foreign  princes  they  brought  ofOi 
and  seated  on  the  throne  of  England,  is 
preference  to  all  hereditary  claims  of  so^ 
cession,  were  legal  sovereigns,  aod  sfll 
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Qsarpere.  Sir,  I  shall  repeatedly  affiraiy 
that  the  administraton  of  government  in 
this  country,  were  guilty  of^an  heinous 
let  of  rebellion^  when  they  sent  fleets  on 
leeti,  and  armies  on  armies,  to  America, 
to  compel  the  colonists  to  admit  of  taxa- 
tion. Three  millions  of  people,  three 
thousand  miles  distant,  without  one  dele- 
gate in  your  legislative  body,  and  so  ec- 
xntral  with  respect  to  this  island,  as  not  to 
)e  poaibly  comprehended  in  virtual  repre- 
tntation ;  occupying  a  territory  of  such 
nagnitudey  that  were  you  to  take  from  the 
nap  of  it,  the  extent  of  the  British  isles, 
he  defect  would  scarcely  be  visible  to  the 
aost  accurate  eye.  I  say,  Sir,  Uiis  was 
sbelUon  against  the  fundamental  const!- 
otion  of  Great  Britain,  established  on  rea- 
lm and  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
rom  the  eartiest  ages,  confirmed  century 
fter  century,  and  reign  after  reign;  it  was 
ebellion  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word 
pmi  the  unalienable  rights  of  such  an 
aperial  mass  of  British  freemen.^  Such  is 
Bylaw;  such  I  hold  to  be  the  law  of 
ammon  sense,  apd  such  I  understand  to 
ethe  efficient  law  of  the  land.  Sir,  I  shall 
ertainly  give  my  vote  to  reject  this  BilL 

abominate  every  principle  on  which  it 
» founded. 

Mr.  Bayley  said,  he  must  tell  those  vo- 
iferous  gentlemen,  who  were  calling  out 
kiochaiiurryfor  the  questibn,  that  he 
Hut  first  call  on  the  noble  lord  (North) 
ir  bis  estate  which  was  going  to  be  taken 
nm  him  by  this  BilL  He  said,  if  all  trade 
ad  intercourse  were  stopped  between  the 
i^est  Indies,  and  North  America,  the 
lantations  were  at  once  ruined,  as  it  was 
Dpossible  to  make  either  sugar  or  rurn,  or 
xid  it  to  this  country,  without  American 
^lies.  That  as  soon  as  it  was  made 
mul  to  take  American  vessels,  he  did 
ot  doubt  but  all  the  sugar  diips  would  be 
ixle  prizes  of;  for  as  they  were  obliged 
» come  home  by  the  coast  of  America,  it 
mild  be' easy  for  a  petty  officer  of  a  man 
fwar  to  say  those  ships  were  found  ho- 
Bring  upon  that  coast,  and  that  th^  huad 
ms  and  gunpowder  on  board  (which  no 
merchant  ship  is  without)  and  were  going 
>  supply  the  rebels  with  them :  this  pre- 
sice  IS  sufficient  to  condemn  them,  so 
Uit  every  planter's  property  would  be 
onfiscated  and  shared  amongst  the  fii- 
Ottrites  of  the  minister.  Proof  had  been 
jven  to  the  House,  that  the  annual  ex- 
orts  to  North  America,  before  this  fatal 
^  broke  out,  amounted  to  three  millions 
od  a  half,  of  which  more  than  three- 


fourths  were  of  our  own  manufactures, 
and  that  we  got  great  profit  from  the 
other  fourth,  but  that  the  whole  of  this 
exportation  was  lost,  as  also  600,000/.  ex- 
ported in  the  same  manner  from  Scotland* 
That  the  West  Indies  took  more  than 
1,100,000/.  annually  of  British  manufac- 
tory, and  470,000/.  worth  of  goods  were  an- 
nually exported  to  Africa,  to  carry  on  the 
West  India  trade ;  all  this  added  together, 
amounted  to  the  amazing  sum  of  nearly 
six  millions  sterling  ;  and  if  this  Bill  pass- 
ed, the  whole  of  this  immense  expprt  would 
be  stopped,  and  thereby  so  great  a  na- 
tional benefit  would  be  lost,  besides  the 
infinite  advantages  we  reaped  on  our  trade 
and  imports  from  thence,  and  a  million  of 
net  money  annually  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer. Therefore  he  implored  gentlemen 
would  consider  whether  it  was  not  mad- 
ness to  risk  so  great  a  loss,  and  put  the  na- 
tion to  so  immense  an  expence  of  blood 
and  treasure}  in  order  to  establish  an  un- 
just right  in  America. 

The  Bill  being  read  a  second  time,  it 
was  moved  to  commit  it  for  the  5th.  Upon 
which  several  |;entlemen  begged  lord  North 
to  postpone  it  a  few  days,  to  give  the 
West  India  merchants  and  planters,  who 
had  advertised  a  meeting  of  their  body  on 
this  Bill  for  the  6th,  an  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  Hqusc  any  information 
they  might  judge  necessary ;  it  was  moved 
therefore  to  amend  the  motion  to  the  12th. 
The  House  divided :  For  the  Amendment. 
55  \  against  it  207.  The  main  question 
was  then  put :.  the  House  divided  againi 
For  It  15S ;  against  it  24. 

December  5.  Lord  North  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  go  into  a  committee 
on  the  BDl. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  the  BUI, 
in  its  present  form,  was  the  strangest  he- 
terogeneous mixture  of  war  and  conpilia- 
tion  imaginable.  He  said,  that  the  dbpa- 
rity  of  numbers  in  the  House  of  those,  in- 
clined to  war  and  those  who  wished  for 
peace,  was  very  great,  but  nothing  like  the 
disparity  in  the  clauses  of  the  Bill ;  that 
there  were  S5  clauses  that  aimed  at  deso- 
lation, and  one  only,  a  single,  one,  that 
pretended  to  be  pacific ;  that  this  mixture 
of  hostility  and  conciliation,  in  the  same 
Bill,  could  proceed  from  no  motive,  but  a  ^ 
desire,  either  of  confounding  the  atten^ 
tion,  by  the  variety  of  the  objects  and  di^ 
verting  it  from  observing  the  disparity  of 
the  various  parts,  or  of  precluding  debate, 
by  continuing  tJie  subject  matter  of  two 
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Bill»  in  one ;  that  both  these  reasons  were 
indecent^  and  unparliamentary.  He  ani- 
madverted on  the  immense  powers  con- 
veyed by  the  Bill,  on  it  did  not  know 
whom,  or  it  did  not  know  how  many  or 
how  few  commissioners,  or  whether  more 
than  one,  and  observed,  that  they  were 
left  to  act  upon  discretion ;  nay,  without 
any  rule  to  judge  by,  had  power  to  sus- 
pend the  Act.  That  if  he  had  no  other 
reason  for  wishing  the  House  to  agree  to 
the  motion  in  this  way,  there  at  least 
would  be  a  bill  of  peace  to  balance  one 
that  prescribes  nothing  but  war,  horror, 
and  confiscation.  His  lordship  on  these 
principles  moved,  **  That  it  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  \he  Con^mittee,  that  they  do  di- 
vide and  separate  the  said  Bill  into  two 
Bills." 

Mr.  Rice  opposed  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  the  matter  of  the  BiU  and  its 
substantial  operation,  would  answer  the 
ideas  of  the  noble  lord  as  well  in  one  Bill 
as  two. 

Mr.  Dempster  enlarged  upon  the  Bill 
itself,  and  said,  he  wished  much  for  the 
motion,  not  quite  for  the  same  reasons  as 
had  been  given  by  the  noble  lord,  for  he 
approved  of  that  part  which  treated  of  the 
commissioners ;  for  though  he  thought  the 
powers  too  gteat,  yet  great  powers  were 
undoubtedly  necessary  to  the  success  of 
the  commission  ;  that  it  greatly  distressed 
him  in  his  vote,  when  he  wished  well  to 
one  part  of  a  Bill,  and  looked  upon  the 
other  part  with  horror,  and  earnestly 
begged  the  motion  might  pass. 

Mr.  Byng  observed,  that  the  bringing 
in  a  Bill  oi  such  importance  as  the  pre- 
sent, looked  as  if  administration  brought 
the  Bill  in  at  this  season  of  the  year,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  opposition  it  would  pro- 
bably meet  from  the  country  gentlemen. 
The  minister  was  well  aware  that  tlie 
country  gentlemen  could  not  be  kept  in 
town  this  season  of  the  year. 

Sir  George  Yonge  objected  particularly 
to  the  dispensing  power  given  to  the  com- 
missioners, which  he  considered  as  lower- 
ing parliament,  and  making  it  app^r  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  those  upon  the 
continent,  who  already  entertained  no 
very  high  idea  of  its  free  agency,  and 
who  must  be  satisfied,  that  it  would  not 
voluntarily  submit  to  such  an  indignity, 
and  therefore  was  brought  to  submit  to  it 
by  indirect  means. 

Lord  North  said,  some  were  against  the 
warlike  part  of  the  Bill,  others  against  the 
pacific  or  conciliatory  part,  but  that  the 
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most  extraordinary  reason,  with  thoie 
who  wished  for  peace,  and  supported  thb 
motion,  was  the  dispensing  power  giTen 
by  the  pacific  clause ;  for,  if  the  motion 
passes,  the  power  of  dispensing,  will  be  of 
dispensing  with  the  pacific,  and  not  with 
tiie  hostile  Bill.  He  thought  it  fliirer  to 
declare  against  the  Bill  in  toto ;  that,  he 
was  sure,  was  the  ultimate  wish  of  those 
who  wanted  to  divide  it  in  two ;  aod  as 
such,  he  should  strenuously  oppose  aoj 
motion  of  that  tendency. 

The  question  was  put  on  lord  Faft^ 
stone's  motion ;  and  the  House  divided: 
Ayes  34;  Noes  76.  The  House  then 
went  into  the  committee. 

Sir  George  Hay  supported  the  fini 
clause.  He  said,  no  man  in  his  senses 
could  doubt  but  that  America  was  in  re- 
bellion, nor  that  the  present  Bill  was  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  perfectly  justifi- 
able and  necessary.  He  entered  intoi 
comparative  state  of  the  nature  of  a  vir 
carried  on  against  rebeU  and  alien  ea^ 
mies,  to  shew  that  the  latter  should  be 
treated  with  much  greater  lenity  than  die 
former.  The  latter  owned  no  obedience, 
no  duty,  no  gratitude,  while  the  fonner, 
turning  their  back  upon  every  moral  ai 
well  as  civil  tye,  to  violence  and  lawlos 
rapine  added  moral  guilt,  and  the  blacked 
of  all  earthly  crimes. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said  it  was  inipr»> 
bable,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  divn 
up  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  measoied 
out  into  such  exact  portions  the  aeretil 
parts  each  admiral,  captain,  &c.  was  to 
share  in  the  common  spoils.  Bat  vh^ 
said  his  lordship,  are  those  spoils  to  be 
taken  from?  He  will  probably  aosftr, 
from  the  rebellious  Americans.  WiD  d» 
hon.  gentleman  venture  to  assert,  that  il 
America  is  in  rebellion  ?  Or,  after  ihK 
Bill  is  passed,  will  he  Venture  to  assott 
that  any  pne  man,  whether  resident  wtt 
the  twelve  united  colonies  or  not,  wiS  be 
safe  to  trade,  or  even  proceed  two  leagtfi 
to  sea  ?  No,  it  is  plain  that  be  considered 
the  Bill  only  in  one  point  of  view,  tbecsp 
tures,  the  forfeitures,  and  confiscatioos,  the 
sharing  of  the  prize  money,  and  the  ^ 
condemnation. 

Sir  George  Sawie  was  equally  severe  •• 
the  Bill  in  all  its  parts.  He  said,  the  oi- 
nistry,  from  a  mere  childish,  sottiA  ob^ 
nacy,  to  hold  their  places,  wereatence 
risking  their  heads,  and  plunging  the  aa* 
tion  into  certain  ruin. "  He  said,  dead  a# 
jorities  and  thin  houses,  were  mattw 
very  encouraging  to  the  minister  to  peIa^ 
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vere;  but  he  assured  the  House,  that  the 
thread,  when  drawn  too  fine,  would  at 
length. break;  for,  however  they  might 
vote  or  divide  within  these  walls,  when 
our  manufactures  were  ruined,  our  re- 
loarces  stopped  or  dried  up,  and  that  we 
were  engaged  in  a  French  or  Spanish  war, 
majorities  would  avail  the  ministers  very 
litUe :  DO  majority  would  avail  in  such  a 
critical  state  of  things,  much  less  one  al- 
ready universally  execrated  for  its  noto- 
lious  venality,  corruption,  and  blind  sub- 
minion  to  th.e  mandates  of  a  minister,  who 
was  himself  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be 
fat  from  being  popular. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  it  was  the  first  time  he 
ever  heard  it  asserted,  that  open  hostilities 
SDd  rebellion  were  the  same  thing.  He 
said  a  day  would  come,  when  the  damna- 
ble doctrines  of  this  Bill  would  fall  heavy 
<m  this  country,  as  well  as  on  those  who 
fint  broached  them,  and  were  the  means 
of  canying  them  into  execution. 

Mr.  Baifley  condemned  the  clause,  and 
laid  the  Bill  would  afiect  his  property  very 
materially  in  the  West-Indies. 

Mr.  iS^.  Leger  Dou^loi  replied,  he  had 
a  considerable  estate  m  the  West  Indies, 
aerertbeless,  he  thought  the  Bill  a  salutary 
neasure.  He  knew  that  the  West  India 
Uands  had  lumber  suflBcient  to  serve  them 
for  one,  if  not  two  years ;  but,  if  not,  it 
m  better  to  suffer  temporary  inconve- 
piendes,  than  sacrifice  the  British  empire 
h  America  to  the  local  interests  of  any  of 
its  constituent  parts. 

Sir  George  Yonee  declared  himself  en- 
tirely against  the  Bill ;  but  he  saw  no  ob- 
jectioD  its  most  sanguine  friends  could  have 
to  put  off  the  committee  for  a  day  or  two, 
Mr  until  the  West- India  merchants,  who 
vere,  he  understood,  to  present  a  petition, 
itating  the  manner  they  would  be  affected 
^  it,  were  first  heard;  he  therefore 
nored,  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave 
the  chair. 

The  question  being  put,  the  committee 
livided :  Ayea  34 ;  Noes  126. 

Dec.  6«  The  House  went  again  into  a 
uommittee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Burke  condemned  the  great  im- 
ffopriety  of  the  discretionary  power  given 
o  the  commissioners,  by  the  last  clause, 
tf  pardoning  or  refusing  to  accept  of  sub- 
nisaion. 

,  Mr.  FeiUe  pursued  the  same  idea,  and 
aid  it  was  a  power  of  such  a  nature,  as 
Night  not  to  oe  trusted  to  any  set  of  men 
D  a  free  government.    It  was  a  power 
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vested  in  the  sovereign  on  certain  occa- 
sions, but  still  his  mmisters  were  looked 
upon  as  responsible  to  parliament  for  the 
due  exercise  of  it ;  whereas,  by  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  that  controul  being  given  up, 
the  commissioners  would  be  left  at  liberty 
to  commit  every  enormity  with  perfect 
impunity. 

Mr.  bayley  was  against  the  clause.  He 
said  it  gave*  persons  a  power  to  rob  him 
and  the  West-India  merchants  of  their 
property;  that  the  present  ministry,  not 
content  with  their  places,  and  their  mon- 
strous, undeserved  emoluments  and  dou- 
ceurs of  office,  went  to  war,  in  order  to 
fill  the  pockets  of  their  friends  and  hungry 
dependants. 

liOrd  North  did  not  know  he  had  done 
any  thing  which  merited  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's resentment,  unless  bis  displeasure 
was  called  forth  on  his  refusing  to  let  him 
vacate  his  seat  last  session,  in  order  to 
enter  again  into  contest  with  his  antago- 
nist. As  the  hon.  gentleman  said  he  was 
unjust,  unmerciful,  oppressive,  &c.  he 
supposed  the  whole  charge  mieht  be  well 
attributed  to  the  refusal  now  alluded  to. 

Captain  LuitreU  supported  the  clause, 
declaring,  much  as  he  disliked  the  Bill  in 
ffross,  he  would  rather  every  other  part  of 
It  should  pass  into  a  law,  than  that  thej 
should  refuse  to  indemnify  our  officers,  fo 
carrying  punctually  into  execution  such 
positive  orders,  as  they  have  received  from 
their  superior  officers,  or  that  have  acted 
uprightly  according  to  their  conscience, 
and  the  best  of  their  understandings. 
Where  such  orders  have  been  discretional, 
parliament  were  bound  to  protect  them ; 
nut  if  any  had  exercised  their  power 
cruelly,  or  arbitrary,  he  trusted  thej 
would  be  amenable,  both  to  the  martiid 
and  common  law  of  this  land.  Captain 
Luttrell  proposed  several  amendments  to 
the  Act,  which  were  accepted. 

The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to* 
morrow. 

Debaiein  the  Commons  on  Mr,  Hartley's 
Propositions  for  Conciliation  mth  Ame-" 
rica.2  Dec  ?•  Mr.  Hartley  rose  and  said : 

I  must  entreat  the  candour  and  patience 
of  the  House  this  day,  as  I  feel  myself 
under  an  unusual  anxiety  and  agitation, 
not  simply  from  bashfulness  of  speaking  in 
public,  or  before  this  House,  which  has 
always  been  very  indulgent  to  me,  but 
from  the  greatness  of  the  object,  in  which, 
though  a  very  private  individual,  I  pre- 
sume to  interfere ;  an  objecti  upon  which 
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not  only  the  fate  of  our  own  times,  but  of 
ali^  future  ages,  both  in  this  country  and 
America,  will  depend.  Coming  in  this 
state  of  mind  to  the  House,  I  confess  that 
I  received  no  sh'ght  additional  shock, 
when  1  heard  that  this  day  is  marked  by 
one  of  the  greatest  losses  that  this  country 
can  sustain,  in  the  death  of  a  great  naval 
commander,  (sir  Charles  Saunders^  who 
has  carried  the  empire  of  the  Britiso  flag 
to  the  highest  point  of  glory,  a  name  well 
known  to  America,  not  only  on  our  com- 
mon element  the  ocean,  but  as  an  earnest 
and  zealous  friend  to  the  constitutional 
and  civil  rights  of  America.  Though  an 
individual  may  feel  the  loss  of  a  private 
friend  in  him,  yet  that  is  buried  in  the 
public  loss.  He  was  every  man's  friend. 
He  was  a  friend  to  his  country.  And  only 
for  himself  may  his  death  be  thought 
happy,  in  this  at  leasts  that  he  has  not  out- 
lived the  glories  of  his  country,  which  was 
the  anxiety  of  his  latest  hours ;  neither 
will  his  memonr  outlive  its  just  and  con- 
stant tribute  of  veneration  and  gratitude 
from  every  part  of  our  dominions. 

Sir ;  as  there  is  nothing  which  I  hate  so 
ipuch  at  heart  as  to  see  some  amicable 
termination  of  our  unhappy  disputes  with 
America,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling 
y^  once  more  with  some  rropositions  of 
pacification,  adapted,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
Judge,^to  the  present  state  of  things. 
When'^he  obtaining  a  revenue  was  the 
professed  object,  as  it  was  the  only  object 
professed  last  year,  I  then  offered  to  the 
House,  with  ereat  deference,  my  senti- 
ments upon  that  subject,  and  drew  up  a 
plan  for  a  lettej  ,of  requisition,  accordmg 
to  the  accustomed  and  constitutional  mode, 
and  suited,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge,  to 
the  nature  of  our  connection  with  the  co- 
lonies. To  this  plan  of  contributing 
freely  upon  requisition  Ai9eri,ca  has  again 
declared  her  assent,  in  the  Petition  to  the 
King,  which  I  moved  to  have  laid  before 
you  the  other  day.  That  Petition  has 
been  ungraciously  dismissed,  without  no- 
tice or  answer,  though  it  contains  every 
thing  that  this  country  demands  from 
America.  There  is  supply  upon  requisi- 
tion, if  you  will  have  it.  ^^o,  says  the 
noble  lord  at  the  Jiead  of  the  Treasury,  we 
are  ready  to  dispense  with  the  considiera- 
tion  of  supply,  but  our  authority  has  been 
insulted:  we  must  have  satisfaction  for 
that.  Then  say  what  satisfaction  for  the 
point  of  honour  you  would  have;  for  the 
retition  to  the  Kmg  goes  beforehand  with 
your  demands  in  that  point  too.    They 


ask  for  no  terms  of  reconciltadon  inotm- 
sistent  with  the  dignity  of  diis  coontrr. 
What  can  they  say  more?  There stoppiy 
offered,  if  you  will  have  it.  There  isa- 
tisfaction  offered  to  your  honour,  if  yon 
will  put  them  to  the  test. 

Sir,  as  I  take  the  ground  of  my  Propo- 
sitions for  pacification  firoQi  the  Petitkn  of 
the  general  Congress  to  the  King,  which 
now  lies  upon  your  table,  I  beg  that  it 
may  now  be  read.  [It  was  read  accord- 
ingly, and  will  be  found  at  p.  896.] 

llie  House  having  heara  this  most  duti- 
ful and  affectionate  petition  to  the  JSjo^ 
from  their  fellow-subjects  in  Ameria, 
humbly  supplicating  his  Majesty  to  b^ 
come  the  mediator  of  peace  between  then 
and  their  parent  state,  I  hope  that  thi% 
added  to  all  the  remembrance  of  onriw* 
mer  friendsliips ;  to  all  the  ties  of  cod- 
sanguinity,  and  derivation  from  one  con* 
mon  stock,  by  which  we  claim  a  jmst  in- 
heriumce  and  equal  right,  to  peace^  li- 
berty, and  safety,  will  carry  somefavoan* 
ble  influence  upon  the  heart  of  this  Hook; 
and  above  all,  I  trust,  that  a  compavioDali 
fellow-feeling  for  the  distresses  of  onr 
American  brethren,  surrounded  by  all  the 
horrors  of  war  and  desolation,  added  ts 
the  gloomy  consideration  that  these  efik 
may  not  be  far  from  our  own  gates,  «1 
dispose  this  House  to  seek,  with  a  wiling 
mind,  the  restoration  of  peace,  asdieoo^ 
means  to  preyent  the  further  effusion  v 
blood,  and  to  avert  those  endless  cakni* 
ties,  and  those  ruinous  convulsions  wUd^ 
threaten  every  part  of  these  domiiuoBb 
In  these  circumstances  it  should  seem  vcl.. 
becoming  tlie  magnanimity  and  modertfitf' 
of  parliament,  to  endeayour  to  oomtcriT 
some  definite  mode  and  terms  or  recooc^ 
liation,  in  compliance  with  the  prajrerv 
that  petition,  pursuing  the  same  spirit  tf ' 
peace  which  breathes  through  every  lat 
of  it,  and  as  a  merited  return  for  that  coa» 
fidential  and  respectful  deference,  by  which 
they  refer  implicitly  to  his  Majesly't  wil^ 
dom  and  justice  the  mode  and  termi « 
accommodation,  declaring  in  the  moot  is* 
reserved  manner,  that  notwithstaodinf  il 
their  sufierings,  they  retain  too  tender  t 
regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  th^ 
derive  their  origin,  to  request  such  a  f0* 
conciliation  as  might  in  any  manner  be  •* 
consistent  with  her  dignity  or  ^"^^^ 
and  that  his  Majesty  will  find  His  faitfaM 
subjects  in  America,  ready  af  all  tincM' 
they  haye  ever  been,  with  their  Kvei  ■« 
fortunes,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  richll 
and  interests  <tf  ba  Majesty  and  of  uer 
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nother-countiT*  These  are  the  UDited 
irordu  of  North  America ;  and  surely.  Sir, 
they  contain  every  compliance  and  con- 
MMion  which  can  be  demanded  of  them 
torn  this  country. 

It  is  upon  these  grounds  that  the  pro- 
)OBa]s,  which  will  be  referred  to  your  con- 
iideration  to-day,  are  constructed.    As  I 
Dsde  a  proposal  last  year,  for.  an  accom- 
Dodation  of  our  unhappy  disputes  with 
inoerica,  upon  the  groundfs  on  which  they 
rcre  then  declared  to  stand  by  the  noble 
ord  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasury,  namely, 
bst  of  raising  a  substantial  revenue,  I 
ioold  wisli  to  add  a  supplemental  word, 
od  to  endeayour  to  meet  the  difficulties 
II  which  we  are  now  declared  to  be  in- 
olved,  upon  the  new  ground  which  the 
loble  lord  has  this  year  taken,  by  his  de- 
laration,  that  revenue  is  not  the  present 
bject,  and  that  we  would  now  make  peace 
fih  America,  without  any  other  conside- 
itioo,  than  a  just  and  honourable  repara- 
ioQ  to  our  authority,  for  those  aftronts 
rhicfa  it  has  austained  in  the  course  of 
list  resistance,  to  which  the  colonies  have 
eeo  so  imprudently  driven.     The  noble 
ird's  words,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
ion,  were  to  this  effect :  *  Would  to  God, 
kst  all  things  were  in  the  same  state,  in 
rhich  they  were  in  1763;'  I  will  endea- 
vor to  join  issue  with  him  upon  those 
tfiDs ;  for  though  I  think,  that  the  mi* 
jiitry  of  this  country  have  been  at  all 
noes  the  aggressors,  yet  for  the  restora- 
ioo  of  peace  between  the  two  natioos,  I 
liiok  it  not  unreasonable  to  expect  from 
Unerica  some  concession  to  the  national 
ooour  of  this  country.     It  must  be  ac- 
Dowledged,  in  justice  to  the  Americans, 
Int  they  have  offered  beforehand,  and  of 
^ir  own  motion,  to  make  any  reasonable 
fecrifice  to  the  national  dignity.    I  shall 
du  them  at  their  word,  and  I  think  my- 
df  entitled,  under  their  own  jdeclaration, 
>  offer  what,  I  hope,  will  appear  to  be  no 
Hire  than  terms  reasonable  in  themselves. 
Ids  offer,  from  them,  to  make  any  rca- 
Miable  concession  to  the  national  honour, 
(a  full  pro€»f  of  their  sincere  desire  for 
csce.    The  justice  of  this  nation,  on  the 
tber  hand,  I  am  sure,  will  not  require  of 
^^oi  any  such  concessions,  for  the  sake  of 
treacherous  peace,  as  may  hereafter  be 
^consistent  with  their  national  liberty  or 
ifety. 

I  should  naturally  proceed  to  state  the 
■^position  of  accommodation,  but  I  must 
i^pi^ptts  upon  the  House  for  a  few  preli- 
UBsrj  words  on  the  subject  of  revenue ; 


for  notwithstanding  the  noble  lord's  de* 
deration  in  the  beginning  of  the  session,  I 
find  tha,t  a  hankering  after  a  revenue  still 
lurks  in  our  heart.    You  may  have  that 
revenue,  if  you  will  receive  it  in  a  consti- 
tutional way,  otherwise  than  that,  you 
never  will,  nor  ever  ought  to  have  it. 
Even  if  you  could  make  out  your  right  to 
tax  America,  yet  justice,  which  is  above 
all  rights,  requires  that  you  should  aban- 
don that  supposed  right.    It  is  the  prero- 
gative of  toe  Commons  of  England  to 
give  and  grant  by  their  own  representa- 
tives.   The  Commons  of  Ireland  possess 
the  same  prerogative.    The  Commons  of 
America  have  ever  enjoyed  the   same. 
Had  every  thing  been  the  direct  contrary, 
that  even  the  right  of  taxing  unrepre- 
sented America  had  been  undisputed,  and 
the  exercise  customary  and  notorious;  I 
contend,  that  when  the  oppression  and  . 
ffrievances  of  unrepresentea  taxation  had 
been  laid  before  parliament,  it  would  have 
been  their  bounden  duty  to  have  rectified 
their  constitutions  to  our  own  model.    If 
we  boast,  that  taxation  by  representation 
is  the  prerogative  blessing  of  our  own 
constitution,  reason  and  justice  demand 
that  we  should  have  given  the  same  to 
every  part  of  the  empire;  and  that  we 
should  measure  out  to  others,  as  we  have 
measured  out  for  ourselves;  for  reason 
an4  justice  are  above  all  human  rights* 
That  government  which  maintains  its  own 
self-interested  claims  upon  its  own  sub- 
jects, contrary  to  the  laws  of  reason  and 
justice,  is  no  better  than  specious  tyranny, 
America  asks  no  more  than  the  continue 
ance  of*  those  privileges  which  they  have 
alwavs  enioyea.    They  offer  to  this  coun- 
try their  Jives  and  fortunes,  when  the  re- 
quisition is  laid  before  them  in  the  consti- 
tutional way.    The  same  offers  are  very 
{>articularly  expressed  by  the  several  co- 
onies  of  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Phila- 
delphia, and  Virginia,  in  the  course  of 
their  public  declarations  during  the  last 
summer;  therefore,  the  readiness  of  all 
America  to  contribute  their  proper  pro- 
portions in  a  constitutional  way,  is  beyond 
dispute.    It  is  the  greatest  injustice  and 
traduction  of  the  Qplonies  to  accuse  them 
of  backwardness  to  contribute,  or  not  to 
give  them  the  merit  of  their  incessant 
offers  for  the  future,  whenever  called  upon 
in  a  constitutional  way. 

However,  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  the 
doctrine  of  requisition,  in  contrast  with 
compulsorv  taxation,  but  I  shall  leave  that 
upon  the  tooting  on  which  I  endeavoured 


1047]        16  GEORGE  IIL         DOaU  tm  Mr.  HarOe^s  PropodHau       [lOtt 


to  state  it  on  the  draught  of  a  letter  of  re- 
quisition, in  our  debates  of  the  last  year ; 
only  remarking,  that  the  introduction  of 
requisitions  in  the  time  of  peace  is'novel, 
and  therefore  most  be  expected  to  be  at- 
tended with  many  consequential  altera- 
tions in  the  constitutional  connexion  of  the 
colonies  with  this  country.  I  mean,  upon 
the  restrictions  of  their  trade,  which  hare 
hitherto  been  always  accepted  as  an  equi- 
valent to  pecuniary  contributions.  If  we 
should  put  the  colonies  upon  a  new  foot- 
ing of  money  Contribution,  in  the  time  of 
peace^  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
this  countn^  will  think  them  entitled  to 
relaxations  in  trade,  in  proportion  as  they 
ccmtribute.  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  in 
future  times,  we  shidl  come  to  be  convinced 
of  the  narrowness  of  that  policy,  which 
thinks  to  cherish  trade  by  restrictions. 
We  shall  see  many  of  these  poor  expe- 
dients, in  th6  same  light  as  we  now  view 
the  little  policy  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign, 
about  corporations,  apprentices;  poor  laws, 
Ac.  Therefore,  though  I  might  not  have 
been  the  first  proposer  of  this  new  system 
of  contribution  to  peace,  requisitions,  yet 
I  think  it  promises  to  open  a  more  liberal 
system  than  what  we  are  attadied  to  now. 
The  intercourse  of  one  common  causOt  in 
the  common  defence  of  the  whole  empire, 
may  form  a  new  and  salutary  connexion 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
instead  of  that  connexion  by  grievous  re- 
straints, which  will  become  more  galline, 
and  appear  more  absurd  every  day.  We 
shall  nave  at  least  the  choice  of  two  modes 
of  receiving  their  assistance,  which  we 
may  exercise  according  to  the  discretion 
of  the  case,  sometimes  throueh  the  channel 
of  trade,  sometimes  through  supply ;  the 
option  may  easily  be  adjusted,  wiUiout 
either  strangulating  the  hand  of  industry, 
or  closing  the  hand  of  contribution.  Ire- 
land, besides  providing  for  its  own  internal 
establishment,  provides  annually  for  the 
common  defence,  a  considerable  number 
of  men  in  the  land  service.  America  may 
contribute  to  our  naval  supply,  being  that 
part  of  the  common  concern  which  forms 
the  common  bond  of  connection  between 
us.  Seamen,  ships,  or  naval  stores  m^y 
be  the  contribution  of  America. 

I  will  now  come  to  the  main  object  of 
the  motion,  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  offering  to  the  House  this  day,  of  draw- 
ing out  some  line  of  accommodation,  by 
which  satisfaction  can  be  made  to  the  ho- 
nour of  this  country,  and  the  colonies  re- 
stored to  their  condition  in  I76S9  accord- 


ing to  the  noble  lord's  own  proponL  If 
there  be,  on  the  part  of  adaiiBBtnliQo,asj 
sincere  desire  of  peace,  I  will  eaXamm 
to  join  issue  with  the  noble  lord,  aod  dfar 
terms  of  accommodation,  by  wtncii,  if  ^ 
ministry  will  consent  to  redaoe  Afflerici 
to  their  state  in  1763, 1  shsll,  on  tbeodier 
part,  propose  that  Aioerica  shall  give  iUI 
satisfaction  to  the  point  of  honour,  ssd  1 
think   myself  aatborised  to  ei^ige  far 
every  thing  that  can  in  teasonbe  reqiM 
irom  the  Americans,  under  that  drair^ 
tion  in  their  petition  totbeKing,thitthef 
do  not  even  wish  for  reconciliatioo,  mI- 
withstanding   all  their    distresses,  apos 
terms  inconsistent   with   the  dignity  if 
Great  Britain.      Taking  my  ground  fran 
this  dechiratioo,  I  shall  propose  a  reo» 
nition,  not  in  words,  but  m  ftct,  win 
should  effi»ctually  replace  the  authontj  4 
this  country  (be  it  more  or  less,  witte 
any  invidious  line  drawn)  where  it  •• 
m  1763.    The  test,  which!  shaU propoa^ 
will  be  the  registering  some  act  of  pid», 
ment  by  the  assembly  of  each  prmo^ 
supposing  the  act  of  pariiament  m  viev,!! 
beu>rmed  upon  prindples  of  justice,  ol 
such  as  the  colomes  would  have  reeoici 
with  a  silent  and  thankful  compiiaiioe  a 
1763. — All  recognitions  m  words  beif 
unavoidably  both  invidious  and  insidioiik 
a  test  bringing  no  line  of  anthoritj  orob^ 
dience  into  question,  would  betbeodr 
w£e  proposition.     Tlie  Americsns  M 
beas  the^  were  in  1763,  if  they  wiQ  ft^^ 
wise  admit  an  Act  of  Test,  such  si  thf 
would  not  have  had  the  least  scrapie  H 
have  admitted  in  1763.    Let  us  tinwr  c 
veil  over  all  the  theoretical  disputes  of  At 
rights  of  sul^ectSt  either  as  colonists, 
men  at  large ;  let  us  not  discuss  the 
reserved,  or  supposed  to  be  reserfcd, 
their  emigration,  whether  tacitly  or  ei^ 
citly ;  let  mutual  concessions  on  bodi  a 
bring  the  two  parties  together;  let 
Americansbe  replaced  where  they  veiel 
1763,  if  they  wUI  admit  and  refffexi^ 
their  assemblies,  such  an  act  of  parfisactf 
as  they  themselves  shall  confess  thst  Aif 
would  have  admitted  in  1763.    It  ii  si 
an  unreasonable  request  to  make  to  Am* 
rica,  that  they  should  treat  an  act  ofpi^ 
liament,  flowing  from  principles  of  gov 
humanity  and  justice,  with  a  diftreot  ^ 
ception  to  what  has  been  given  to  stUvj 
grievance.  ^^  i 

It  is  certainly  dangerous  to  diOT; 
questions  of  the  rights  and  extent  sfe^j 
pire  or  obedience,  because,*  after  M 
even  acts  of  acquiescence  msy  be  c» 
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itraed  to  involTe  hazardous  concessionSy 
lapposed  to  be  included  ia  the  principles 
which  bare  been  brought  under  contest.  * 
But  in  the  state  of  human  affairs,  we  must 
not  always  be  too  scrupulous.  Something 
must  be  given  up  for  peace.  A  civil  war 
never  comes  too  late.  Let  the  Americans 
take  their  situation  as  it  was  in  1763,  for 
better  and  for  worse.  In  the  present  mi- 
lerable  prospect  of  ^things,  that  is  a  fair 
lod  equitable  bargain.  The  object  of  the 
let  of  parliament  to  be  proposed  to  Ame* 
rica,  may  be  perhaps  in  the  event  the  abo- 
lition, but  at  present  can  only  be  consi- 
iered  as  the  6r8t  step  to  correct  a  vice, 
rhich  has  spread  through  the  continent 
if  North  America,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
Sod  and  man,  and  to  the  fundamental 
NiDCtples  of  the  British  constitution, 
that  vice  is  slavery.  It  would  be  infinitely 
fesord  to  send  over  to  America  an  act  to 
ixilish  slavery  at  one  word,  because  how- 
nrer  repugnant  the  practice  may  be  to  the 
SW8  of  morality  or  policy,  yet  to  expel 
B  evil  which  has  spread  so  far,  and  which 
las  been  suffered  for  such  a  length  of 
ime,  requires  information  of  facts  and 
arcumstances,  and  the  greatest  discretion 
o  root  it  out ;  and  moreover,  the  neces- 
ary  lengtl>  of  settling  such  a  point, 
lould  dei^t  the  end  of  its  being  proposed 
Is  an  act  of  compromise  to  settle  the  pre- 
ant  troubles  ;  therefore  the  act  to  be  pro- 
losed  to  America,  as  an  auspicious  be- 
noning  to  lay  the  first  stone  of  universal 
ptTty  to  mankind,  should  be  what  no 
kmerican  could  hbsitate  an  instant  to 
KMnply  with;  viz.  That  every  slave  in 
forth  America  should  be  entitled  to  his 
rial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  eases.  Ame- 
ica  cannot  refuse  to  accept  and  to  enroll 
nch  an  act  as  this,  and  thereby  to  re* 
itablish  peace  and  harmony  with  the 
irent  state.  Let  iis  all  be  re-united  in 
Iris,  as  a  foundation  to  extirpate  slavery 
rom  the  face  of  the  earth.  Let  those 
[ho  seek  justice  and  liberty  for  them* 
elves,give  that  justice  and  liberty  to  their 
sHow-creatufres.  With  respect  to  the 
lea  of  putting  a  final  period  to  slavery  in 
brth  America,  it  should  seem  best,  that 
4ien  this  country  had  led  the  way  by  the 
et  for  jury,  that  each  colony,  knowing 
lieir  own  peculiar  circumstances,  should 
adertake  the  work  in  the  most  practicable 
vy,  and  that  they  should  endeavour  to 
Itablish  some  system,  by  which  slavery 
bould  be  in  a  certain  term  of  years  abo- 
ibed.  Let  the  only  contention  hence- 
irward  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 


rica be,  which  shall  exceed  the  other  in 
zeal  for  establishing  the  fundamental  rights 
of  liberty  to  all  mankind. 

Sir,  before  I  make  my  motions  I  will 
just  give  you  a  breviate  of  them  in  the 
order  in  which  1  shall  offer  them  to  the 
House.  They  speak  for  themselves.  The 
first  is  for  a  suspension  of  arms  during  the 
treaty  of  pacification ;  for  how  can  men 
deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  the  breast  ? 
How  can  they  treat  with  freedom  while 
their  towns  are  sacked,  when  daily  in- 
stances of  injustice  and  oppression  disturb 
the  slower  operations  or  reason.  The 
second  is  to  restore  the  right  of  electing  an 
assembly  and  council  to  thtf  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  whose  charter  yoa 
have  confiscated.  As  I  wish  to  act  the 
part  of  a  mediator,  to  soften  matters  be- 
tween irritated  parties,  and  not  to  require 
any  concesaions  that  might  even  be  thought 
too  humiliating,  I  have  been  very  cautious 
in  this  second  motion.  Thinking  as  I  do, 
that  this  country  (I  should  say  the  mi- 
nistry of  this  country)  has  been  the  ag- 
gressor in  every  thing ;  I  might  move  for 
a  total  repeal  of  the  Charter  Act,  but  in- 
stead of  that,  I  simply  ask  for  no  mo^ 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  proceed  by 
mutual  concessions,  by  putting  the  pro- 
scribed colony  into  a  capacity  m  reconci- 
liation. Give  them  an  assembly  and 
council,  and  when  they  have  registered  the 
Acl  for  jury  to  slaves,  let  not  only  the 
Charter  Act  be  ipso  jfhcto  repealed,  but 
all  other  Acts  since  1763.  These  are  my 
third  and  fourth  motions.  Let  there  be 
no  ambiguity;  let  every  thing  be  definite. 
When  your  authority  is  replaced  as  it  was 
in  1763 ;  let  the  colonies  likewise  be  re^ 
placed  as  they  were  in  1763  witjiout  equi- 
vocation or  abatement.  I  propose  to 
you  fiiir  and  'equitable  terms,  as  a  dispas- 
sionate mediator.  If  I  required  of  you  to 
repeal  and  rescind  every  Act  uncondi- 
tionally, I  might  be  thought  a  partizan 
and  not  a  mediator,  but  in  eveiy  thing 
that  is  consistent  with  justice  I  would  wish 
most  scrupulously  to  consult  the  dignity 
of  this  country.  The  part  of  a  mediator 
between  a  parent  state  and  its  colonies,  is 
to  afford  to  one  an  honourable  occasion  of 
exerting  its  justice  and  generosity,  and 
to  restore  to  the  other  the  wished  for  op- 
portunity of  evincing  the  sinceri^  of  their 
professions  by  every  testimony  of  devotiod 
becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and 
the  most  affectionate  colonists.  Could  I 
but  hope  that  yon  would  allow  a  plan  of 
mutual  concession  and  pacification  to  proi- 
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ceed  thus  &r,  who  would  not  ran  foremost  in 
an  act  of  oblivion  ?  It  would  be  the  blessed 
olive  branch  of  peace,  and  a  festival  of 
commemoration  to  our  latest  posterity. 
As  to  my  last  motion,  for  requisitirfns,  it  is 
to  the  same  intent  with  the  draught  of  a 
letter  of  requisition  which  1  had  the  ho- 
nour of  offering  to  the  House  last  year, 
and  which,  if  they  had  accepted,  (instead 
of  tlie  noble  lord's  compulsory  proposition) 
all  might  have  been  peace  now ;  for  the 
Americans  have  agam  assured  his  Ma- 
jesty in  their  petition,  which  is  now  before 
you,  that  whenever  requisitions  are  made 
«  m  the  accustomed  and  constitutional  way, 
that  tliey  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they 
ever  have  been,  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  assert  and  maintain  the  interests 
of  his  Majesty  and  of  their  mother-country. 
I  have  put  it  in  order,  as  the  last  resolu- 
tion to  take  away  every  idea  of  constraint, 
and  to  reinstate  the  Commons  of  America 
in  the  inestimable  privilege  of  freely  giv- 
ing and  granting  tneir  own  property  as 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
Ireland  do,  and  as.the  Americans  have  al- 
ways hitherto  done.  They  never  have 
been  reluctant  *to  contribute  their  full 
proportion  to  the  common  defence  in  a 
constitutional  way.  This,  Sir,  is  the  6id>- 
fitance  of  my  propositions.  I  hope  the  plan 
may  be  thought  definite,  satisfactory,  and 
practicable.  It  will  be  a  test  of  sincerity 
to  both  si^es.  The  objects  of  the  pYan 
are,  to  support  the  dignity  of  Great  J3ri- 
tain  as  the  parent  state,  toaSbrd  redress  of 
grievances'  to  America,  to  restore  peace  to 
this  distracted  empire,  and  to  re-unite  its 
common  interests  and  exertions  into  one 
common  cause.    He  moved, 

**  That  an  Address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  humbly  setting  forth,  that 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North  America, 
having,  in  the  most  dutiful  manaer,  laid 
their  grievances  before  his  Majesty,  and 
having  humbly  besought  the  gracious  in- 
terposition of  his  royal  authority  and  in- 
fluence to  procure  tnem  relief  from  their 
afflicting  fears  and  jealousies,  and  having 
in  the  most  earnest  terms  declared  their 
attachment  to  his  parson,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, with  all  the  devotion  that  prin- 
ciple and  afiection  can  inspire ;  and  having 
solemnly  assured  his  Majesty,  that  con- 
nected with  Great  Britain  by  the  strongest 
ties  that  can  unite  societies,  and  deplor- 
ing every  event  that  lends  in  any  degree 
to  weaken  them,  they  not  only  most 
ardently  desire  that  the  former  harmony 
may   m   restored  between    them,    but 


that  a  concord  may  be  estaUidiediipoDio 
firm  a  basis,  as  to  perpetuate  its  UonDgi, 
uninterrapted  by  any  future  dineotioDi, 
to  succeeding  generations  in  both  ooud- 
tries ;  and  having  farther  assured  hit  Ma- 
jesty, that  notwithstanding  their  sufienDgi 
dunng  the  course  of  the  present  cootro- 
versy,  their  breasts  retain  too  tenders  re- 
ffard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  thej 
derive  their  origin,  to  request  such  a  re- 
conciliation as  might  in  any  maiiDer  U 
inconsistent  with  her  dignity  or  her  weV 
fare ;  and  that  the  apprehensions  wbidi 
now  oppress  their  hearts  with  unspeakable 
erief  being  once  removed,  his  Majestj  wfl 
find  his  faithful  subjects  in  America,  realj 
and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they  ever  hate 
been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  tssi- 
sert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  inteioli 
of  his  Majesty,  and  of  their  mother-coos* 
try ;    and  having,  with  all  humility,  arfh 
mitted  to  his  Majesty's  wise  considoatifli^ 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  that  \k 
Majesty  be  pleased  to  direct  some  iiMd% 
by  which  the  united  application  of  hisoa- 
lonists  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  ni-i 
permanent  reconciliation,  his  faithtulCaa*. 
mons  humbly  beg.  leave  to  represent,  tlrit. 
however  well  disposed  his  Majesty'a  aab* 
jects  in  America  may  be,  accordhig  to 
their  most  earnest  professions,  to  reton  ti, 
their  former  obedience  and  constitoti 
dependance,  yet  that  the  horroraof 
and  bloodshed  raging  in  their  ooai 
must  drive  them  to  distraction  and 
and  further,  his  faithful  Commoof 
leave  to  recommend  it  to  his  Maj 
parental  consideration,  that  a  return 
their  duty,  of  their  own  free  mtnd 
voluntary  compliance,  would  insure  a 
cordial  and  permanent  reconciliatioD, 
any  reluctant  submission,  whicby  thr< 
much  bloodshed  of  his  Majesty's  aubji 
could  be  enforced  by  the  sword ;  th 
his  faithful  Commons  most  humbly ' 
his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  giaa 
pleased  to  give  orders  for  potting  s 
to  the  further  prosecution  of  hostUitiea 
America,  thereby  to  prevent  the  ' 
destruction  of  the  lives,  of  bis  Mi 
subjects,  and  to  afford  the  wisbed-| 
portunity  to  his  colonists,  of  evbciog  Mh 
sincerity  of  their  professions,  by  every  MB^ 
timony  of  devotion  becoming  tbemoitdfc 
tiful  subjects,  and  the  most 
colonists."  ^    _«^j 

Sir  George  SavUe.  I  rise.  Sir,  ubw"! 
difficulties  common  to  me,  and  toall  vliJ 
speak  from  this  side  the  House;  ^'^ 
they  are  collateral  and  adventitioaa  dm* 
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uhies.  If  we  urge  that  we  have  been  | 
iDJittt ;  we  are  answered  that  that  matter 
las  been  lon^  since  decided.  If  we  state 
htt  nothing  is  to  be  got  even  bj  victory ; 
pehave  the  same  answer.  If  we  argue 
hat  our  measures  are  impracticable,  and 
bat  success  is  beyond  our  power;  the 
iouse  will  not  endure  to  hear  the  power 
f  this  country  called  in  question.  He  is 
friend  to  rebellion  who  dares  hesitate 
onceming  the  comparative  force  of  the 
ontending  parties.  Or,  if  I  should  touch 
n  the  topic  of  lightning  the  chains  of 
IsTenr  in  America,  recommended  by  my 
00.  friend,  a  learned  gentleman  will  per- 
IM  tell  me  that  I  am  not  a  Whis,  for  that 
mm  were  ever  fond  of  despotism.  But 
ipoke  guardedly  when  I  said  that  these 
ere  cdlateral  and  adventitious  difficul- 
esonly;  for,  on  the  naked  matter  itself, 
ere  a  bye-stander  to  judge,  it  should 
iem  that  the  harder  tasK  would  be 
»  pobt  out  or  create  the  ^difficulties, 
ior  what  is  the  case  ?  I  ask  the  gentle- 
en  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  what 
t  their  wishes  ?  I  am  answered  **  Would 
►  God  we  were  in  the  situation  of  1763.** 
uk  the  colonies.  I  am  answered  ^  Would 
I  God  we  were  in  the  situation  of 
163.**^  I  know  well  that  there  are  various 
fiaes  in  which  this  phrase  may  be  under- 
Mxl.  Oh  \  Sir,  there  is  indeed  one  sense 
which,  God  knows,  we  cannot  be  re- 
ored  to  the  situation  of  1 T6S.  Who  will 
•tore  to  this  country  the  blood  that  has 
^  ahed  ?  Who  will  restore  those  gal- 
Irt  men  to  their  country,  whose  lives 
ve  been  lavished,  and  apent,  and  mis- 
ent  in  the  fatal  contest  ?  Who  will  make 
K>d  to  me  my  share  in  a  Howe,  a  Clin- 
B,  a  Burgoyne,  whose  fate  is  now  stand- 
(  on  a  die  ?  These  sentiments.  Sir,  have 
(^  pressed  upon  my  mind,  but  I  did  not 
Bi  the  weight  of  them  till  this  day :  four 
ttri  ago  I  felt  not  half  their  force.  Men's 
he  is  not  known  till  they  are  lost ;  four 
Km  ago  this  country  had  a  man,  hi^ 
antry  has  him  no  more.  One  of  your 
^ers^  Sir  >  a  member  is  perhaps  soon 
placed.  But  where  shall  we  fmd  his 
low,  who,  having  in  his  vigour  carried 
or  arms  in  glory  to  the  extent  of  your 

J^ire  (that  empire  the  ocean  ^  when 
ed  upon  by  his  country  in  the  aregs  of 
e,  with  a  constitution  worn  down  in  your 
rvice,  urged  on  and  goaded  his  tottering 
ohs,  with  hobbling  haste  and  feeble  ala- 
jtyi-to  climb  the  well  koown  steps  of  the 
Sp'?  aide  to  meet  your  enemy.  I  trust, 
r,  the  House  will  not  think  me  guilty  of 


an  uncomely  tautology  if  I  have  said  ft 
word  or  two  on  a  subject  already  touched 
by  my  hon.  friend.  No,  Sir,  let  it  rather 
be  an  order  of  your  House  that  for  one 
day  at  least,  while  the  memory  and  the 
gratitude  yet  remain,  none  shall  speak 
without  paying  his  just  tribute,  to  that  re- 
spectable, that  gallant,  that  honest  public 
man.  But,  Sir,  1  beg  your  pardon,  and  I 
return  to  state  that  1  am  constrained  to 
allow,  that  the  repealing  of  bills,  recalling 
troops,  undoing  every  act,  is  not  virtually 
and  effectually  bringing  things  back  into 
the  same  situation  as  if  thev  had  never 
been  done ;  and  I  acknowledge,  too,  that 
some  test  may  now  be  wanted  on  the  part 
of  the  colonies  to  balance  our  acts  or  ge« 
nerous  conciliation.  Shall  this  test  be  in 
words  ?  Their  words  you  will  not  take. 
You  are  sure  they  aim  at  independence, 
because  they  disavow  it.  You  are^  sure 
they  will  not  give  on  requisition,  for  they 
say  they  will.  Oh !  but  you  have  better 
proofs.  You  have  a  certainty  they  will 
not,  for  ^they  always  have.  They  have 
always*  done  it,  they  have  over-done  it. 
And  in  truth  this  is  the  kind  of  proof  we 
have  been  used  to ;  we  are  well  broke  in, 
and  we  bear  it.  The  satisfactory  earnest 
this  House  accepted,  of  our  future  success, 
was,  that  we  had  hitherto  miscarried.  The 
proof  that  we  are  now  sure  to  direct  our 
force  wisely,  was  that  we  have  hitherto 
blundered  most  egregiously.  The  House 
has  paid  due  regard  to  these  arguments, 
and  we  have  voted  as  we  were  desired. 
We  have  adopted  the  logic,  and  the  pre- 
cedent applies  to  the  case  before  us.  Well 
then,  it  is  alFowed,  their  words  are  not  to 
be  taken.  Their  former  loyalty  to  this 
country  shall  not  pass  for^  any  thing  but 
proof  of  their  future  disobedience.  Al- 
lowed, my  friend's  propositions  meet  you 
then  on  that  ground.  He  looks  for  an 
actual,  fresh  test  of  living  obedience;  an 
enrolling  a  British  act  of  parliament ;  to 
which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  a  capital  objec- 
tion that  it  is  not  oppressive,  that  it  is  not 
unreasonable ;  and  has  morality,  humanity, 
and  the  rights  of  a  part  of  mankind,  for  its 
object  and  foundation.  I  second  the  mo- 
tion of  my  hon.  friend. 

Lord  North  said  a  few  words  relative  to 
the  unseasonableness  of  the  motion,  till  a 
Bill  of  such  vast  extent  as  the  Prohibitory 
Bill  going  through  the  House,  was  first 
tried. 

Mr.  Bnrke  said,  that  the  very  reason  as- 
signed why  the  present  motion  should  not 
be  i^reed  to,  waa  the  beat  reaaon  for 
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agreeing  to  it ;  for,  if  the  Bill,  and  the 
measures  and  principles  which  gave  birth 
to  it  had  not  made  their  way  into  parlia- 
ment, there  would  be  no  occasion  for  the 
present  motion. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  but  said  he  aespaired  of  suc- 
cess, as  the  ministry,  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority,, were  determmed  to  push  matters  to 
the  utmost  extremity. 
•  Mr.  Sawbridge  said,  it  had  been  very 
ftshionable  both  within  and  without  doors, 
to  stigmatise  the  Americans  as  cowards 
and  poltroons,  but  he  believed,  the  truth 
would  be  found  on  the  other  side ;  for  hi^ 
was  well  informed,  that  the  King's  troops 
at  the  action  of  Bunker's-Hill  consisted  of 
2,500  men,  and  the  provincials  not  quite 
1 ,500,  and  even  those  1 ,500  would  have  com- 
pletely defeated  the  King's  troops,  if  their 
ammunition  had  not  been  tetally  spent. 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  but  an  indiffe- 
rent judge  of  military  operations ;  but  by 
the  best  accounts  he  could  obtain,  the  pro- 
vincials were  at  least  three  to  one,  and 
were  besides  very  strongly  entrenched. 
Even  by  a  Gazette  published  under  their 
own  immediate '  authority,  in  the  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  it  appeared  that 
19  regiments  had  suffered,  which  was  a 
proof  that  so  many  were  present,  and  that 
computing  them  at  500  men  a  regiment, 
and  making  the  usual  allowances,  there 
could  not  be  less  than  8,000  provincials 
that  day  defending  the  lines  at  Bunker's- 
Hill. 

Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that  the 
noble  lord  laid  great  stress  on  the  advan- 
tage the  provincials  had  gained  over  the 
King's  troops,  by  being  so  well  posted, 
and  defended  by  trenches  and  oreast- 
works.  But  he  must  draw  a  very  difiPerent 
conclusion,  as  he  thought  the  assailants 
had  the  advantage;  and  he  was  not  sin- 
gular in  his  opinion,  for  one  of  the  greatest 
fenerals  Europe  ever  beheld  (marshal 
axe)  had,  in  his  Reveries  on  the  Art  of 
War,  expressedhimself  of  the  same  opinion. 
At  all  events,  there  was  something  fatal  to 
the  noble  lord's  arguments  either  way,  for 
either  the  works  were  weak,  and  therefore 
the  provincials  defended  them  bravely,  or 
being  strong,  it  shewed  what  a  dangerous 
enemv  they  must  be,  who  could  raise,  and 
so  judiciously  construct  such  works,  from 
1 1  o'clock  at  night,  on  a  summer*!!  evening, 
till  day-break  the  next  morning. 

Colonel  Morris  observed,  that  b^  the 
best  intelligence  he  was  able  to  obtam,  the 
provincials  entrenched  on  Bunker's-HiU, 
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and  engaged  on  the  17th  of  June,  were 
about  5fObO  men,  which  was  in  the  pro- 
portion fully  of  two  to  one. 

The   question  being  put,  the  Hooss 
divided. 

Tellers. 
"^^^^llVfr!  Dempster-    -    -   '}    ^ 

NoBsj^?'^s'*°^^y'    '  '  im 

|Sir  Grey  Cooper  -    -   -J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  moved,  1.  "Tlit 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  BiB  to  oh 
power  the' inhabitants  of  the  proviooerf 
Massachuset's-Bay,  to  elect  an  astcnbif 
and  council,  in  the  manner  directed  bjtltt 
charter  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  tta 
province,  by  their  majesties  king  \i^Wm 
and  queen  Mary,  bearing  date  the  Ti 
of  October,  in  the  3rd  year  of  their  niJA 
2.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  b  a  Ml 
to  establish  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  iaH 
criminal  cases,  to  all  slaves  in  North  ij* 
rica;  and  to  annul  all  laws  of  any  proiia4 
repugnant  thereto,  and  to  require  d| 
registering  of  the  same  by  the  respedi^l 
assemblies  of  each  colony  in  North  hm 
rica.  S.  That  leave  be  given  to  briof  is 
Bill  to  establish  a  permanent  recoo  "^"^ 
between  Great  Britain  and  its  ' 
cies  in  North -America,  and  to  restore 
Majesty's  subiects  in  North-America 
that  happy  aiiJLfree  condition,  and  to 
peace  and  prosperity  which  theyjeoj 
m  their  constitutional  dependence  on 
Britain  before  the  present  ui^ 
troubles.  4.  That  leave  be  given  to 
in  a  Bill  for  a  free  pardon,  indemnity,  i 
oblivion.  5.  That  an  humble  AddMll 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  lay  the 
of  this  House  before  his  Majesty, 
may  be  proper  when  the  present  ua 
disputes  in  North  America  shall  be' 
to  an  amicable  termination,  that  his 
jesty  should  be  graciously  pleased  to j 
orders,  that  letters  of  requisition  be 
in  the  accustomed  manner  to  the 
provinces  of  his  Majesty.'s  coloniei 
plantations  in  North  America,  to 
provision  for  the  purposes  of  p 
defending,  and  secunng  the  said 
and  plantations."  All  which  were 
in  the  negative. 

Delate  in  the  Commons  on  the  A* 
Prohilntofy  BiU.^     Dec.  8.  The  onkf ! 
the  day  being  read  for  receiving  the  i 
of  the  American  Prohibitory  Bill,  " 
were^  allied  in  and  heard,  in 
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be  petition  from  tiie  West  India  planters 
nd  merchants  against  the  BiU.  It  was 
nored  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
aon  of  the  report  till  the  23d  of  January, 
1776. 

Lord  North  mored,  that  the  amend- 
Dents  made  by  the  committee,  be  now 
csd  a  second  time. 

Mr,  T.  T&umshend  condemned  tbis 
node  of  hurryinff  on  the  national  business ; 
t  was  disgraceml  to  parliament,  and  of- 
biided  erery  rule  of  decency.  It  was  in- 
irioos  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  it  fully 
erified,  what  had  often  been  asserted  and 
ttoeDted,  that  our  laws  were  become  the 
lere  edicts  of  the  council  table,  or  rather 
be  dark  machinations  of  a  desperate  cabal 
f  ministers,  and  not  the  laws  of  free,  deli- 
eratiTe  assemblies,  uninfluenced  by  any 
ther  consideration,  but  the  good  of  the 
bgdom.  He  hoped,  however  flushed 
itb  victory  the  minister  mieht  be,  for 
tam's  sake  at  least,  he  would  consent  to 
Bt  off  the  report  tiU  after  the  Christmas 
toen :  besides,  he  recommended  his  lord- 
tip  seriously  to  reflect  how  fatal  it  might 
tf  if  the  measure,  which  he  seemed  so 
iger  to  carry,  should  fail;  and  think  in 
me  in  what  manner  he  could  face  his 
lends,  if  compelled  to  meet  them  at  the 
xmnencement  of  the  next,  as  he  did 
I  the  present  session,  with  the  doleful 
Kngg,  that  he  was  again  deceived. 
Sir  George  Hay  spoke  of  the  Admiralty 
Urts,  and  their  unmediate  connection 
kh  the  civil  law,  add  the  near  affinity 
is  Bin  bore  to  both,  as  one  of  their  ge- 
Aie  oflipring.  He  said  it  was  the  wisest 
il  most  sdutanr  measure  that  had  been 
fterto  devised  for  compelling  the  rebel- 
KM  Americans  to  return  to  their  duty. 
0  obsenred,  that  they  might  beat  our 
my,  but  they  could  not  beat  our  navy ; 
^  he  was  confident,  the  latter  was 
^rful  enough  to  cope  with  the  com- 
sed  force  of  all  Europe. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  made  no  doubt  but 
e  present  Bill  bore  a  much  nearer  affi- 
^  to  the  civil  law  than  to  the  common 
r  of  England ;  the  former  was  the  pa« 
It  of  tyranny,  despotism,  and  arbitrary 
wer,  and  no  person  who  attended  in 
B  least  to  the  present  Bill,  but  must 
)  at  the  first  fflance  it  was  a  compound 
them  all,  and  consequently,  like  its  pa- 
st, the  very  reverse  to  the  laws  of  En^- 
id,  and-totally  repugnant  to  the  gion- 
•  constitution  which  gave  them  birth, 
ilhout  pretending  to  the  gift  of  prophecy* 

Bight  venture  to  foretel  that  the  Bill 
[VOL.  XYIIL] 


would  brin^  destruction  on  this  country; 
and,  applying  to  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  uked  him,  if  he  was  so  mis« 
led  or  mistaken,  as  to  imagine  that  120  or 
200  servile  associates  would  be  a  sufficient 
protection  to  him  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
when  the  nation,  finding  itself  ruined, 
would  rise  almost  as  one  man,  to  avenge 
themselves  on  the  guilty  authors  and  ad« 
visers  of  such  destructive  measures. 

Sir  Richard  StUton  said,  that  this  coun- 
try had  numerous  channels  for  its  trade 
and  commerce,  and  great  consumptions 
within  itself;  but  America  had  neither. 
Their  rice,  tobacco,  com,  lumber,  indigo, 
Ac.  must  go  to  other  markets ;  he  there- 
fore thought  the  Bill  the  most  effectual 
means  to  restore  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try to  their  senses. 

Governor  Johnstone  opposed  hurrying 
the  Bill  in  such  a  disgraceful  manner, 
which  he  said,  was  one  of  the  most  oppres- 
sive and  tyrannic  measures  that  could  pos- 
sibly enter  into  the  mind  of  man  to  con- 
ceive. He  observed,  that  you  might  put 
the  Americans  to  the  torture,  you  might 
starve,  proscribe,  or  do  an v  thing  which 
malice  or  despotism  could  suggest,  but 
you  would  never  prevail  upon  them  to 
consent  to  taxation, 

Mr.  Fox.  I  have  alwavs  said,  that  the 
war  carrying  on  against  the  Americans  is 
unjust,  that  it  is  not  practicable ;  but  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  a  just  war,  that  it  is  prac- 
ticable, I  say,  that  the  means  made  use 
of,  are  by  no  means  such  as  will  obtain 
the  end.  I  shall  confine  myself  sinaly  to 
this  ground,  and  shew  that  this  Bill,  like 
every  other  measure,  proves  the  want  of 
policy,  the  folly  and  madness,  of  the  pre- 
sent set  of  ministers.  I  was  in  great 
hopes,  that  they  had  seen  their  error,  and 
had  given  over  coercion,  and  carrying  on' 
war  against  America'  by  means  or  acts  of 
parliament.  In  order  to  induce  the  Ame- 
ricans to  submit  to  your  legislature,  you 
pass  laws  against  them,  cruel  and  tyranni- 
cal in  the  extreme.  If  they  complain  of 
one  law,  your  answer  to  their  complaint, 
is  to  pass  another  more  rigorous  than  the 
former :  but  they  are  in  rebellion,  you  say; 
if  they  are,  treat  them  as  rebels  are  woni 
to  be  treated.  Send  out  your  fleets  and 
armies  against  them,  ana  subdue  them ; 
but  let  them  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  your  laws.  Shew  them,  that  your  laws 
are  mild,  just,  and  equitable,  that  they 
therefore  are  in  the  wrong,  and  deserve 
the  punishment  they  meet  with.  The 
very  contrary   of  this   has   been   your 

[SY] 
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'  wretched  policy.  I  haye  ever  understood 
it  as  a  first  principle,  that  in  rebellion  you 
punish  the  individuals,  but  spare  the  coun- 
try ;  in  a  war  against  the  enemy,  you  spare 
individuals,  and  lay  waste  the  country. 
This  last  has  been  inrariably  your  conduct 
against  America.  I  sugeesteid  this  to  you, 
wlien  the  Boston  Port  Bill  passed.  I  ad- 
vised you  to  find  out  the  offending  per- 
sons, and  to  puuisji  them ;  but  what  did 
you  do  insteaa  of  this  ?  You  laid  the  whole 
town  of  Boston  under  terrible  contribu- 
tioni  punishing  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty.  You  answer,  that  you  could  not 
come  at  the  guilty.  This  very  answer, 
shews  how  unfit,  how  unable  you  are,  to 
govern  America.  If  you  are  forced  to 
punish  the  innocent  to  come  at  the  guilty, 
vour  government  there,  is,  and  ought  Uy 
be  at  an  end.  But,  by  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore us,  you  not  only  punish  those  inno- 
cent persons  who  are  unfortunately  mixed 
with  the  guilty  in  North  America,  but  pu- 
nish and  starve  whole  islands  of  junoffend- 
ing  people,  unconnected  with,  and  sepa- 
rated fronr  them.  Hitherto  the  Americans 
have  separated  the  right  of  taxation  from 
vour  legislative  authority ;  although  they 
have  denied  the  former,  they  have  ac- 
knofvledged  the  latter.  This  Bill  will 
make  them  deny  the  one  as  well  as  the 
'  other.  What  signifies,  say  they,  your 
giving  up  the  right  of  taxation,  if  you  are 
to  intorce  your  legislative  authority  in  the 
manner  you  do.  This  l|egislative  autho- 
rity BO  inforced,  will  at  any  time  coerce 
taxation,  and  take  from  us  whatever  you 
think  fit  to  demand.  It  is  a  Bill  which 
should  be  entitled,  a  Bill  for  carrying 
more  effectually  into  execution  the  re- 
solves of  the  Congress. 

Lord  North  had  not  the  most  distant  in- 
tention of  distressing  the  inhabita.nts  or 
hurting  the  trade  oT  the  sugar  colonies. 
If,  therefore,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
present  Bill  should  affect  the  West-India 
planters,  he  was  sorry  for  it:  but  as 
things  were  nQw  circumstanced,  he  feared 
it  was  not  to  be  avoided.  In  civil  convul- 
sions of  this  kind,  it  was  plain,  that  numy 
must  suffer;  it  was  a  necessary  consequence 
of  such  a  state  of  things;  but  still,  if  the 
measure  was  a  good  one,  or  the  best  that 
could  be  devised,  it  must  be  taken  with  all 
its  consequences.  Parliament  have  thought 
fit  to  adopt  it,  and  till  tliey  think  proper 
to  alter  their  opinion,  it  is  ^urd  to  object 
that  this  body  of  men,  that  island,  or  such 
nnd  such  places,  will  feel  the  temporary 
•fleets  of  it ;  but*  said  his  lordship,  tiU  it  is 
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made  manifest,  tfaar  the  loconraBieDda 
complained  of,  are  shewn  to  outweigh  tibe 

general  interest  we  have  in  preserving  the 
ependency  of  America  od  this  coontry, 
every  argument  maintained  on  the  grooBd 
of  temporary  or  local  jnconvenience,  must 
be  nugatory  and  absurd. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  the  noble  lord's  sr^ 
ment  came  fairly  to  this :  first,  detennne 
on  your  measure,  submit  it  to  paili^ 
ment;  and  if  any  one  o&rs  to  reasoo,  s&» 
quire,  or  ask  questions  concerning  its  pco> 
priety,  let  the  adviser,  or  proposer,  or 
submitter,  rise,  and  very  gravdy  asnvs 
his  auditors,  that  all  such  enquiries,  re^ 
sons,  questions,  or  objections,  are  totsBf 
nugatory  and  absurd ;  for  we  are  not  cosm 
to  argue  on  it,  the  measure  itself  being  s^ 
ready  determined  on.  This  was  anew  kiad 
of  lo^'c :  but  very  well  calculated  for  ei- 
pediting  public  business;  and  every  way 
worthy  or  its  noble  author  and  teacher. 

Lord  George  Gtrmaine  contended,  tfaSI 
the  Americans  brought  the  troubles  as 
themselves,  by  resisting  the  authoti^sC 
this  country.  The  gentlemen  on  lbs 
other  side  say,  why  did  not  the  goven^ 
ment  of  Massachusetts  Bay  discover  Iks 
first  rioters  at  Boston  and  punish  rhf, 
and  let  the  matter  rest  there  i  I  will  idl 
them  why.  Because  the  council  refiisedls 
co-operate  with  governor  Hutcbinsoasa 
that  occasion,  who  did  every  thing  in  Us 
power  to  persuade  them.  Whatever  mmf 
be  ur^ed  against  this  Bill,  and  its  advisci% 
it  is^  m  my  opinion,  the  readiest  way  la 
make  the  Americans  return  to  thetr  mp 
for  as  soon  as  any  province  saboiic%  m 
ports  will  be  opened,  and  its  trade 
commerce  from  that  moment  rest 
Whenever  peace  shall  be  restoosd,  il 
I  have  been  in  the  least  instmn 
in  effecting  so  desirable  an  end,  I 
feel  the  greatest  pleasure  and  hapffci 
ness  from  it:    and  whatever   illn 


interpretation   may.  have  been  pat  on  wg 
conduct,  I  can  assure  the  Hooae,  thtt  i 
never  sought  for  Uie  office  I  have  the 
nour  to  fill,  nor  wished  for  it,  fiirtber 
I  flattered  myself  1  might  be 
my  country. 

The  question  was  put  on  lord  NartUi- 
motion,  and  the  House  divided  s  For  k 
143 ;  against  it  38. 

Mr.  Burke  then  moved:  1*  **  Tlmt  ilk 
necessary  and  proper  to  oome  to  a  lesola* 
tion,  that  evidence  concerning  the  slate  tf 
America,  the  temper  of  the  people  tliiiw^ 
and  the  probable  operations  of  an  Act  natf  j 
depending,  is  unneoessaiy  to  dus  Hmamn  ] 
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dik  Heme  being  already  sufficiently  ac- 
quiintedwiththMe  matters.  2.  That  there 
(e  liid  before  this  House  such  advices  as 
imy  enable  this  House  to  judee  of  the  pre- 
test state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's 
feral  and  dutiful  province  of  Georgia.** 
Tnej  passed  in  the  negative* 

Dec. '11.  Govemof  Johnstone  moved, 
^  That  DO  evidence  has  been  produced  to 
this  House,  to  shew  that  many  persons  in 
Us  Majesty's  ecrfony  of  Georgia  have  set 
themselves  in  open  rebellion ,  and  defiance 
to  the  just  and  legal  authority  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or 
fcsve  assembled  together  an  armed  force, 
or  engaged  bis  ftlaje8ty*8  troops,  or  at- 
tuked  ius  forts,  or  prohibited  all  trade  and 
tommerce  with  tnis  kingdom,  lind  the 
other  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions." 
Be  observed,  that  Cato  and  Socrates  in 
Athens  and  Rome,  stood  alone  to  oppose 
venal  and  corrupt  maiorities.  Those  cele- 
brated  commonwealths,  in  their  decline, 
irere  what  Britain  is  at  present:  luxury, 
leoalitj,  public  prostitution,  and  a  total 
liiregard  to  the  interests  of  Uieir  country, 
pievailed :  majorities  then,  as  well  as  now, 
vere  procured  by  the  most  base  and  scan- 
Noas  means :  those  majorities  were  com- 
posed of  the  most  worthless  and  profligate 
■jdividuals  of  the  community,  of  gladiators, 
^ps,  sharpers,  parasites,  and  buffoons. 
Itmost  every  man  in  Rome  and  Athens 
bd  bis  price ;  and  if  any  thing  remained 
Bsold,  It  was  only  fbr  want  of  a  pur- 
nrchaser.  ^  The  few  *who  retained  any 
Oose  of  honour  were  reviled  or  despisea. 
^ir  opposition  was  attributed  to  fkctious 
f  mterested  motives,  or  they  were  treated 
s  noen  acting  under  the  influence  of  delu- 
ioa  and  ideal  perfection,  and  misled  by 
iprecticable  schemes  of  policy  and  legis- 
itore.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  times, 
lutt  they  both  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  malice 
f  their  enemies ;  but  it  was  a  still  greater 
Bsfortune,  that  neither  of  them  were  sur- 
ived  by  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
Sato  and  the  Roman  commonwealth  pe- 
ished  together;  the  liberties  of  Athens 
ere  no  more,  when  Socrates  fell  a  victim 
f  the  rage  of  his  merciless  persecutors, 
(e  then  turned  to  the  question,  and  ob* 
inred,  that  the  lo^al  colony  of  Georgia 
as  now  entered  m  the  black  catalogue, 
twas  marked  out  for  destruction,  as  well 
I  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay ; 
IS  latter,' for  defending  their  liberties, 
hich  were  Immediately  invaded;  the 
finery  because  they  disapproved  of  the 


inhuman  measure  of  condemning  people 
unheard  and  untried. 

Mr.  J,  Johnstone  seconded  the  motion, 
and  said,  he  believed  it  was  the  first  time  a 
whole  province  was  proscribed,  without 
some  imputation  of  guilt.  Most  of  the 
other  colonies  had  done  something;  which 
might  be  construed  into  resistance,  or  a 
preparation  for  it;  but  in  the  case  of 
Georgia,  it  had  not  been  even  urged  in 
debate,  much  less  proved,  that  they  had 
committed  a  single  act,  which  the  most 
willing,  ingenious,  most  expecting,  or  best 
paid  lawyer  in  the  House,  could  sketch 
even  so  mr  as  a  misdemeanor.  And  what 
would  be  the  certain  consequence  of  the 
present  Bill  ?  But  that  a  whole  province 
was  to  be  proscribed,  its  trade  ruined,  and 
its  inhabitants  declarcfd  rebels,  and  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  tyranny,  or  consent  to 
be  starved. 

hard  North  had  no  objection  to  haveevi* 
dence  examined,  but  he  presumed,  the  wit- 
nesses meant  to  be  moved  for,  were  the 
West-India  merchants,  who  probably  would 
think  themselves  interested  in  the  event  of 
the  examination,  and  who,  besides,  could 
not  possibly  be  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  present  state  of  the  colony,^  to 
give  the  House  the  necessary  information. 
Though  Georgia  was  not  actually  in  arms. 
Or  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  it  was  ,ne« 
vertheless  well  known,  that  they  acted  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  colonies,  and 
there  could  not  be  a  more  decisive  proof 
of  their  disposition,  and  the  part  they 
meant  to  take,  than  their  having  sent  de« 
legates  to  the  continental  congress. 

Mr.  Dempster  animadverted  very  se- 
Terely  on  the  doctrine  maintained  by  the 
noble  lord,  that  of  prejudging,  and  on  that 
prejudgment,  proceedmg  to  inflict  punish* 
ment.  He  said,  such  a  conduct  was  more 
horrible  in  its  consequence,  and  more  re- 
pugnant to  the  generally  established  ideas 
of  pstice,  than  any  tiling  yet  imputed  to 
that  bloody  tribunal  the  Inquisition,  for 
even  the  inquisitor  proceeded  on  informa- 
tion, heard  the  culprit  in  his  own  justifi- 
cation, attended  to  the  proofs,  and  pro- 
nounced his  sentence  according  to  certain 
stated  rules,  established  by  the  inventors 
of  this  mock  judicature.  You  have  drawn 
the  colonies  into  the  dilemma  of  taking  up 
arms,  or  of  submitting  to  be  slaves,  and' 
then  desire  them  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  you  will  hear  their  complaints.  This 
was  the  language  of  Charles  1  to  his  par- 
liament, andof  every  other  tyrant,  from 
William  Uie  Conqueror  to  this  day. 
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Mr.  Pcfwnall  (Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade)  detailed  the  different  proofs  the 
Georgians  had  given  of  a  rebellious  dispo- 
sition. He  observed,  that  in  honour  to 
his  Majesty,  two  days  before  his  last  birth- 
day, they  threw  the  cannon  of  one  of  the 
forts  in  the  province,  into  the  river :  forci- 
bly enterea  the  powder  magazine,  and 
plundered  it  of  every  ounce  of  its  con- 
tents. Their  pwn  newspapers  were  full  €S 
accounts  of  these  exploits.  If  any  other 
proof  was  requisite,,  the  last  resolution  of 
their  committee  must  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vince the  most  unbelieving,  for  they  had 
voted  10,000/.  towards  what  they  called 
the  common  cause,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
shewed  plaioly\that  they  were  in  earnest. 
'  Mr.  Burke  said,  this  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  heard  newspaper  information 
made  a  foundation  for  any  solemn  pro- 
ceedings in  that  House,  except  an  odd 
time,  when  the  gentlemen  or  the  quill 
made  free  with  the  noble  lord  who  sal  on 
the  Treasury  bench,  and  a  few  of  his 
chosen  friends  in  both  Houses.  He  said, 
he  sometimes  frequented  a  coffee-house 
near  the  House,  and  he  had  a  right  to  say, 
that  the  roaster  of  it  was  extremely  negli- 
gent of  his  duty,  for  he  had  never  laid  any 
of  those  hostile  papers  the  hon.  gentleman 
mentioned  before  him;  yet  on  recollec- 
tion, he  could  not  help  thinking  that  this 
House,  and  not  coffee-houses,  would  be 
the  fittest  place  to  look  for  information ; 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  this  House 
was  one  of  the  fast  in  the  island  he  would 
look  to  for  any  kind  of  information.  On 
the  whole^  he  was  sorry  to  perceive  so 
•udden  an  alteration  in  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, for  he  remembered  when  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  office  was  not  a  member,  no 
man  was  clearer,  none  readier  to  commu- 
nicate, in  the  most  candid  manner,  every 
intelli^nce  that  was  proper,  or  consistent 
with  his  situation.  For  that  reason,  said 
he,  I  fear  there  is  something  infectious  in 
the  air  of  this  House.  This  gentleman, 
who  not  long  since  was  inteUigence  itself, 
•eems  to  have  been  at  once  emptied,  and 
instead  of  drawing  from  his  usual  source, 
is  suddenly  obliged  to  draw  his  most  im- 
portant information  from  the  newspapers. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 
,    On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Bayley  said :  I  am  well  convinced 
there  never  entered  this  door,  a  Bill  fraught 
with  such  injustice  and  cruelty  as  the 
present.  In  order  to  wreak  the  revenge 
of  a  vindictive  ministry  on  the  Americans) 
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I  ]rou  are  now  going  to  min  sD  lihe]dsiifr 
tions  in  the  West  -India  islands,  sad  to 
give  their  present  produce  up  fiv  ptoader 
to  your  sailors,  before  the  innabitwta  on 
have  any  notice  of  yoor  intentioos.  Asd 
by  this  mfimious  trick  you  think  yoa  ibiH 
be  able  to  man  your  deet  withoiU  gifiiv 
any  bounties  to  your  seamen,  whidil 
much  doubt  if  you  will  find  amwer  iftcr 
all ;  yet  the  attempt  is  so  very  bate  wai 
wicked,  that  I  defy  any  one  to  meatioa 
such  an  instanop  even  amongptthemoa 
savage  nations,  where  a  minister  eicr 
dared  to  give  up  such  a  number  of  inno- 
cent persons  to  plunder,  without  the  kiit 
crime  being  laid  to  their  cliarae.  &,  I 
have  severd  times  told  the  Uoiiie,  tlirt 
before  the  Congress  had  shut  up  the  Ame- 
rican ports,  which  was  the  iOtk  of  Sot 
last,  a  great  number  of  their  vessels  isiU 
for  the  West  Indies,  chiefly  in  baUail, 
where  the  planters  are  now  loading  thea 
under  the  sanction  of  our  Acts  of  ^isfin* 
tion,  never  sospecting  that  we  Inre  thiittf 
capable  of  maxing  a  law  which  is  to  » 
trap  tliem,  by  enacting,  that  unless  Aas* 
rican  vessels  came  to  them  loaded  liA 
lumber  or  provisions,  and  obtained  a  c» 
tificate  of  it  to  bring  with  them  to  Gitfl 
Britain  or  Ireland,  with  a  particalar  d» 
scription  of  their  cargoes  then  oa  hmL 
that  the  planter's  property  was  tobeseiMi 
and  made  lawful  prize  of,  although  Af 
could  not  possibly  know  of  any  sudi  *• 
pulations;  therefore.  Sir,  I  freqoeB||| 
urged  how  unjust  it  would  be,  not  to  gi» 
the  inhabitants  of  Ihose  islands  timely  sSi 
tice  of  your  design  before  you  sabjeCMl 
their  goods  to  forfeiture.  I  now  9f^ 
Sir,  have  a  clause  in  my  hand  to  eCa 
this  puroose,  and  if  it  be  not  accytpd, 
mankind  will  agree  in  seeing  the  in 
of  this  Bill  in  the  same  light  thst  I 
But,  Sir,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
Treasury  insinuates,  thai  no  ii^vyj 
meant  by  this  Bill  to  any  of  the  pnffi 
tors  of  West  India  estates :  if  tfast 
really  the  case,  his  lordship  could  bsfei*] 
objection  to  such  a  dause;  but  ali 
serves  to  convince  me  more  than  any 
professions  is,  that  no  one  will  accept 
1,000  guineas  I  have  declared  n; 
ready  to  give,  to  whoever  wiU  i 
my  property  that  is  now  at  sea  firom 
seized,  untu  I  can  send  information  to  i 
managers  in  Jamaica  to  fiirbear  ^MPp^ 
an^  more  on  Americfm  vessels.  Wf* 
think  it  an  infamous  robbery  to  have  ^ 
property  taken  firom  me  without  hsrill 
inirmged  any  law  wbat^ei;i  and  wilM 
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giving  me  time  to  guard  against  such  lairs 
n  jou  are  makiDg.  Although  the  loss  I 
may  sustain  on  this  occasion  mav  not 
much  affsct  me»  I  know  many  of  the  in- 
kbitsnts  of  the  West  India  islands  will 
be  mined  by  it,  having  the  greatest  part 
of  what  they  are  worth  in  the  world  on 
board  American  ships  now  on  their  pas- 
nge  to  this  kingdom,  and  which  is  now 
out  of  their  power  to  remedy.  And  not* 
vitbstanding  they  are  insured  against  the 
riik  of  the  seasy  and  even  pirates,  vet  I  am 
Mrry  to  say  that  after  escaping  all  these, 
dieir  rain  is  inevitable,  from  rapacious  and 
upriDcipled  ministers. 

The  question  bemg  put,  that  the  Bill 
lo  pass ;  the  House  divided. 

Tellers. 


{ 


Mr.  Rice    -    - 
Sir  Grey  Cooper 


•} 
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f  Mr.  Frederic  Montagu! 

\r  — 
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Yeas 

^^""^Mr.Feilde-    -    -^| 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DAaU  in  the  Lords  on  the  American 
hokibUory  BUI.']  Dec  15.  The  Ame- 
icao  Prohibitory  Bill  was  read  a  second 
laae;  after  which. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  said :  I  rise, 
ay  lords,  to  give  a  negative  to  this  Bill, 
lecaose,  with  all  the  attention  I  have  been 
ibie  to  bestow  in  considering  and  ezamin* 
Bg  its  contents,  I  cannot  discover  on  what 
ground  of  policy,  justice,  or  expediency, 
i  csn  be  fturly  supported.  I  must  ob- 
arve,  that  the  manner  of  hurryinff,  and 
he  aeason  of  the  year  at  which  tms  Bill 
is  been  introduced  into  parliament,  in 
emarkable  thin  Houses,  at  a  time  when 

0  business  of  importance  ought  to  be 
vou^ht  under  your  lordships'  consi- 
isratton,  unless  in  cases  of  the  most  ur- 
pkt  necessity,  is  to  me  one  very  great  ob- 
Mion  to  sending  it  to  a  committee.  If 
re  examine  this  Bill,  my  lords,  we  shall 
ad  the  great  principle  of  it  to  be  founded 

1  the  most  aggravated  injustice.  We 
kail  find  M  involving  the  innocent  and 
vilty  in  one  common  punishment,  and, 
bove  all,  we  must  lament  to  see  public 
ad  parliamentary  encouragement  given 
9  the  subjects  of  one  part  of  this  great 
mpire  to  destroy  and  pillage  the  other. 
<ooking  again  to  the  sanction  of  the  Bill> 
sd  to  what  is  virtually  to  force  itinto  ope- 
ition,  we  find  one  of  the  fundamentals  of 
Us  constitution  invaded.  The  unhappy 
•opl^  are  not  only  destined  to  destruc- 
loo,  they  are  likevfise  to  be  plundered ; 


and  to  Insure  the  execution  of  the  measure^ 
the  plunder  is  to  be  shared  amone  thos« 
who  are  to  be  employed  to  eSect  this  bar- 
barous business.  The  matter  I  allude  to, 
my  lords,  is  that  clause  which  authorizes 
tKe  seizure  of  every  species  of  Americaii 
property,  found  floatbg  on  the  sea,  or  in 
their  ports  and  harbours ;  and  shares  the 
spoils  thus  taken,  among  the  captors* 
Ibis,  I  will  maintain,  is  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  that  yet  sacred  palladium  of  bur 
liberties,  the  Bill  of  Rights;  a  palUdium 
which  it  is  not  in  your  lordships'  power 
to  alter,  violate,  or  abrid^  without  a  direct 
invasion  of  the  constitution.  That  invalu- 
able law,  my  lords,  enacts,  that  the  pro- 
perty of  no  subject  of  this  realm  shall  be 
seized  or  confiscated,  without  previous 
trial  or  conviction.  Is  that  the  case  here } 
Will  any  of  your  lordships  say,  that  the 
clause  of  this  Bill,  which  gives  the  seizure 
to  the  captors,  is  not  the  most  violent  out- 
rage on  property  that  can  possibly  be  con- 
ceived? In  the  first  instance,  the  ships, 
goods,  &C.  are  seized  and  turned  over  to 
Uie  Admiralty  court,  where  they  are  con- 
demned of  course.  Thus  at  one  instant 
the  mischfef  is  done,  and  the  means  of 
obtaining  justice  con^letely  defeated. 
Part  of  roy  leisure  hours,  my  lords,  I  dedi- 
cate to  reading ;  and  since  this  Bill  made 
its  appearance  in  the  other  House,  I  hava 
looked  into  books  the  most  likdy  to  in-  < 
struct  me  on  this  head,  to  see  if  history 
could  furnish  me  with  a  precedent  of  a  si- 
milar nature ;  I  found  but  one,  that  bora 
the  least  resemblance ;  and  that  was  the 
conduct  of  the  second  emperor  of  China, 
of  the  Tartar  race,  who  issued  an  edict, 
directing  that  all  the  inhabitants  on  tlio 
sea  coasts  should  bum  and  destroy  their 
towns  and  their  shipping.  The  edict  was 
punctually  and  rigorously  executed,  and 
several  thousand  people  lost  their  lives  in 
the  cruel  devastation.  This  matter  now 
alluded  to,  applies  equally  to  the  justice 
and  policy  of  the  Bill.  My  lords,  1  think 
it  is  impossible  to  hear  or  read  of  the  pre- 
sent struggle  of  America,  in  resisting  the 
oppressions  she  daily  suffers,  and  theaccu* 
mulated  horrors  with  which  she  is  threat- 
ened, and  not  be  highly  interested  in  the 
event.  I  feel  similar  impressions,  but  in  a 
stronger  deffree,  to  those  noade  on  me  in 
reading  of  tne  actions  of  Alexander,  as  de<* 
scribed  by  Quintus  Curtius,  or  the  issue  of 
the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  where  Csasar  gave 
the  world  a  master.  It  is  impossible,  while 
the  scene  is  yet  passing,  not  to  be  deeply 
affected  in  the  .erent  of  tt\e  present  mea« 
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sarei.  My  lords,  I  fhould  be  oUi||ed  to 
any  of  the  ooble  lords  in  administration^  to 
rise  and  inform  me  what  is  the  tme  ground 
on  which  they  mean  to  rest  the  motives 
of  this  ruinous  and  unnatural  war.  Is  it 
Ibr  a  revenue?  No;  that  has  been  dis- 
claimed by  them  in  this  House,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  sesuon;  and  it  has 
been  since  frequently  and  openly  avowed, 
that  no  revenue  is  expected.     <*  It  is,'' 

.  said  they,  **  no  object ;  and  if  it  were,  for 
the  present,  such  a  scheme  would  be  inex- 
pedient. We  want  America  only  to  ac- 
knowledge a  constitutional  dependency  on 
this  country,  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
power  pf  this  legiskture;  and  we  then 
wish  to  give  them  perfect  security  and  full 
enjoyment  of  their  subordinate  constitu- 
tional rights.'*  Does  such  a  language 
comport  with  the  principles  of  this  BUI? 
Are  any  offisrs  held  out  to  induce  the 
Americans  to  return  to  their  duty,  and 
acknowledge  their  subordinate  depend- 
ency ?  Is  the  claim  of  taxation  given  up, 
or  even  suspended,  in  order  to  remove  the 
apprehensions  such  a  claim  has  justly  ex- 
cited in  that  country  ?  No,  my  lords,  the 
whole  question  lies  at  issue,  as  when  the 
differences  first  arose,  and  war  as  against 
alien  enemies,  is  by  this  Bill,  denounced 
and  );>ubKcly  declared,  without  a  single 
syllable  of  conciliation  or  concision ;  end 

«  that  with  an  express  intention  of  support- 
ing, in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  every 
one  claim  hitherto  set  up  by  this  country 
over  that.  When  a  rebellion  raged  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  island,  a  rebellion 
fomented  and  carried  on  against  the  esta- 
blishment in  church  and  state,  no  such 
prohibition  as  the  present  was  thought  on. 
Many  of  the  f>eople  in  that  part  of  the 
kingdom,  remained  firm  and  loyal.  In 
such  a  case,  an  act  of  this  nature  would  be 
Impolitic  and  unjust.  We  have  been  told 
frequently,  that  great  numbers  of  people 
in  Amenca  continue  friends  to  govern- 
ment. Why  then  punish  them?  Why 
adopt  such  a  plan  ot  indiscriminate  injus- 
tice? Why  involve  the  innocent  and 
guilty  in  one-  general  judgment?  This 
Bill  may  establish  in  future  a  claim,  at 
least  an  expectation,  which  I  dare  say, 
your  lordships  do  not  foresee.  Suppose, 
my  lords,  another  rebellion  should  break 
out  in  the  northern  or  southern  part  of  this 
island ;  would  not  the  soldi^  in  such  a 
case  have  as  good  a  right  to  expect  the 
plunder  and  confiscations  consequent  on 
the  reduction  of  the  rebels,  as  the  seamen 
are  given  by  this  Bill  ?  I  see  no  reason 
t 
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diatth^ should  not.  It  would  operates 
an  encouragement,  and  every  modfc 
would  apply  in  one  case,  that  casi  pwUj 
operate  in  the  other.  Every  arguaat 
that  can  be  ivged  in  behalf  <^  the  inno- 
cent and  onofending  part  of  the  inkbi- 
tants  of  America,  still  more  atroBglj,  if 
|MMsible,  operates  in  behalf  d  the  Wok 
India  isbinds,  which  by  this  Bill  are  tobi 
included  in  the  raieral  proacription,  vilh* 
out  even  so  mudi  as  the  slightest  arnpon- 
tion  of  guilt.  The  West  Indians  t«^  aa 
to  be  starved  and  rained,  to  effect  the  d^ 
sirable  purposes  of  administnition.  Dati- 
tute  of  provisions  and  lumber^  they  cinDOl 
exist;  or  suppoemg  they  could  procoif 
the  former,  wluit  are  they  to  do  whh  (bar 
crops?  Or  on  supposing  they  could  jgh 
serve  their  crops,  which  it  ia  well  knon 
they  cannot,  how  is  the  produce  to  bee[- 
ported  to  the  European  markets  ?— Hsiiv 
said  thus  much  to  the  general  policy  ai, 
justice  of  the  Bill,  give  me  leave  to  t^t 
word  or  two  to  me  expedieni^  of  i. 
Though  the  Bill  were  perfectly  jostifiayi 
in  every  other  respect,  this  at  kait  «i 
deserve  your  lordships'  most  matare  iA 
beraticm;  what  force  can  you  aendsi^ 
with  safety  to  yourselves,  sufficient  to  ant 
this  mass  of  oppression  into  execoiioi? 
Recruits  cannot  be  procured  on  any  israft 
Germans,  it  is  well  xnown,  will  not 
your  purpose*  The  Russians  caam 
you,  as  they  are  likdy  to  have  emyloymM 
enough  nearer  home ;  besides,  admiMtn^ 
tion  affisct  to  disclaim  6ver  having  any  mA 
intention,  though  I  believe  the  contiaiyi 
well  known  to  be  true.  Whence,  tbm, 
are  you  to  draw  all  jour  force  ?  By  As 
complexion  of  thif  Bill,  I  should  he  m^  i 
dined  to  think  the  whole  weight  <^  tfcl 
business  is  thrown  on  Uie  navy ;  but  «l 
your  lordships  think  it  prudent  to  ~ 
yourselves  in  a  great  measure  defeoceidi 
at  home,  while  the  affairs  of  the  north  rf 
Europe  present  themselves  iu  their  [ 
form  ?  I  believe  not.  A  storm,  I  im 
informed,  is  gathering  in  that  quartok 
Russia  and  Sweden  are  makioff  prepm^ 
tions  for  war.  Prussia  has  interfered;  aad 
France,  in  case  of  an  actual  rupture^  «i| 
give  Sweden  its  promised  protectioo, 
that  by  a  fleet,  in  such  an  event,  1 
not  insist,  that  a  British  fleet  will  bee 
necessary  in  the  Baltic ;  becsuse  1  p>^ 
sume  that  none  of  your  lordships  cin  ma» 
gine  that  Great  Britain  would  reaMSi 
inactive,  and  see  France  send  a  dstsI  ibroa 
into  the  ndrthera  seas;  and  that  to  f 
against  the  power  in  Europe  with 
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ibe  ataadf  most  closely  connected  and 
lUied.  My  lords,  I  shall  sit  down,  with 
■akiog  an  observation  on  the  concluding 
dause  of  this  BiU>  empowering  the  King 

0  grant  pardons  to  persons  of  whom  you 
mow  nothing.  In  my  cminion,  it  is  a  very 
liDgerous  extension  of  prerogative.  I 
MTe  DO  fear  that  his  Majesty  will  make  a 
isd  use  of  it.  I  am  sure  he  will  not  de- 
^edly;  but  I  contend,  that  a  prince, 
iveo  of  the  best  talents  and  first  rate 
loirers  of  discrimmation,  cannot  attain 
dcb  a  knowledge  of  the  abilities  and  cha- 
icters  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed 
isder  this  commission,  as  to  prevent  his 
eiog  imposed  on,  in  the  recommendations 
lade  to  him ;  and  that  consequently  the 
lower  is  an  improper  one,  because  from 
he  very  nature  of  it,  with  the  bei^  inten- 
ions  in  the  prince,  it  is  likely  to  be  abused. 
Ibr  this,  and  the  other  reasons  before 
tsted,  I  am  against  committing  this  BilL 

Lord  LuUuton*  I  confess  I  am  much 
itonishea  at  the  two  assertions  the  nobld 
lake  sat  oat  with ;  that  the  Bill  had  been 
poQght  in  at  an  improper  season,  and  had 
sen  carried  through  thin  Houses.  For 
7  fMirt,  I  beg  leave  to  think  very  difier* 
Btly  from  his  grace,  at  least  to  draw  very 
ifierent  conclusions.  The  necessity  of 
he  present  Bill  justifies  the  bringing  it  in 

1  the  time ;  and  I  imagined  I  should  never 
sar  the  objection  of  non-attendance  arise 
M  that  side  of  the  House.  If  the  Bill 
M  been  badlv  attended  on  the  part  of  op- 
ssition,  in  the  other  House,  whose  fault 
I  that  ?  Is  a  breach  of  public  duty  in 
liem,  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  their 
iversaries  \  I  should  imagine  it  is  rather 
a  argument  in  the  favour  of  administra* 
ioD.  If  we  turn  to  tlie  other  part  of  the 
able  duke's  assertion,  we  shall  find  it 
iinally  ill-founded.  The  Bill  took  a  due 
me  in  passing  through  its  several  stages, 
nd  was  solemnly  debated  in  its  progress, 
buse  by  clause.  The  noble  lord  who 
Doducts  the  public  business  of  the  nation 
I'the  House  where  it  originated,  sustained 
le  whole  weight  ^  of  opposition ;  obviated 
le  several  objections  tint  were  made  to  it 
I  the  course  of  those  debates,  and  con- 
uiced  the  independent  part  of  the  House 
Fits  utility  and  necessity.  Such  being 
le  circumstancee  attending  this  Bill,  I 
n  authorised  to  say,  that  it  was  neither 
nraght  in  at  an  improper  season,  nor  was 
r  indecently  hurried.  No  charge  of  the 
itter  kind  can,  in  my  opinion,  therefore, 
e  made  against  administration;  On  the 
OQtraryi  it  b  well  known,  and  new  con* 


iessed  on  all  hands,  indeed  the  noble  lorda 
on  the  other  side,  have  urged  it  as  a  &ult 
tliat  administration  have  committed,  that 
they  delayed  instead  of  hurried,  the  ne» 
cessary  measures  for  reducing  Uiis  obsti- 
nate  and  rebellious  people ;  from  motives 
ofleni^v*  and  wishing  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fusion of  blood,  and  the  horrid  devastation 
consequent  on  a  civil  war.  And  1  am  not 
certain,  that  all  the  mischiefs  that,  have 
since  happened  may  not,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, be  .attributed  to  mistaken  motives  of 
humanitv.  The  noble  duke  says,  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  by  confiscating  the  property  of 
the  Americans,  is  a  violation  and  mvasion 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  because  it  gives  the 
property  taken  to  the  captors,  without  a 
I^al  previous  conviction.  Does  not  the 
preamble  of  this  Bill  affirm  the  Americans 
to  be  in  open  rebellion  I  Is  not,  then,  the 
proof  of  the  proper^r  following  such  a  de- 
claration ox  the  legislature,  and  that 
founded  on  innumerable  acts  of  hostility 
cemmitted  against  the  King  and  Parliament, 
a  full  and  legal  conviction.  M^  lords,  it 
will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  America  is  not 
in  rebellion  ?  What,  then,  can  we  call  re« 
hellion,  if  this  be  not  I  The^  have  attacked 
our  troops,  seized  the  Kmg^s  forts  and 
military  magazines.  They  have,  as  far  as 
it  was  in  their  power,  cut  themselves  off 
from  this  country,  by  prohibiting  every 
kind  of  trade  and  commercial  intercourse 
with  it.  If  this  be  not  a  state  of  open  war, 
hostility,  and  defiance,  I  cannot  tell  what 
is.  Have  not  those  unnatural  colonists, 
to  rebellion,  added  all  the  circumstancee 
of  rapine  and  public  robberv  ?  Have  not 
they  been  base  enough,  under  the  trea- 
cherous  pretence  of  defending  the  Cana* 
dians,  to  commit  the  most  notorious  acta 
of  oppression  I  and  have  not  the  people  of 
Canada  been  compelled  to  take  up  arms 
against  them,  in  order  to  resist  the  uni- 
versal brigandage  that  must  have  been  the 
consequence,  if  they  any  longer  continued 
passive,  or  did  not  rise  m  defence  of  their 
property,  daily  wrested  out  of  their  hands 
by  the  most  diameful  acts  of  .violence  ?  I 
lately  saw  a  letter  from  that  country,  in 
which  this  reason  is  directly  assigned,  that 
at  length  they  found  it  necessary  to  arm 
and  defend  themselves;  tlie  words  were 
the  verv  terms  I  have  now  used,  contre 
briganaaget  against  this  public  robbery 
and  extortion.  My  lords,  the  noble  duke 
tells  you,  that  a  storm  is^  gathering  in  the 
North,  which  may  find  sufficient  employ- 
ment for  our  fleet  in  Europe.  Are,  then, 
all  the  terrors  of  a  rupture  with  France,  in 
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case  this  war  should  eootinue  for  anj  time, 
at  once  abandoned  by  his  Knee,  and  his 
Irieods  on  the  other  tide  m  the  Hoose; 
and  do  they  now  falsify  their  own  predic- 
tionSy  deliTered  with  so  mach  conndence. 
In  order  to  hold  Up  fresh  bogbears  of  their 
own  creating  ?  We  hare  now  no  longer 
any  fears  of  an  inrasion  from  France. 
Our  coasts  are  no  longer  in  danger  from 
that  formidable  enemy,  who,  accmling  to 
the  noble  duke's  infonnation,  is  to  be  em- 
ployed elsewhere.  Sweden  and  Russia 
are  preparing  to  attack  each  other. 
Prussia  and  France  are  to  take  respective 
aides  in  Uiis  quarrel.  What,  then,  does 
this  amount  to ;  but  that  France,  jealous 
of  the  increasing  power  of  Russia,  and  in 
compliance  with  her  engagements  entered 
into  with  Sweden,  will  take  a  part  in  those 
disputes  ?  Does  not  this  prove  to  a  de- 
monstration, that  France,  operated  on  by 
her  j«dousies,  and  obliged  by  her  treaties 
with  Sweden,  can  never  think  of  preventing 
or  interrupting  us  in  the  ptpsecution  of  re- 
ducing our  rebellious  subjects  ?  Such  an 
attempt  would  be  madness  in  anv  event ; 
but  on  the  present  occasion  would  be  di- 
rectly militating  against  her  own  views. 
But  supposing,  my  lords,  that  the  matter 
really  stood  as  the  noble  lords  in  opposi- 
tion have  frequently  stated  it ;  I  will  sup- 
pose, what  I  am  sure  is  not  the  case,  that 
It  was  both  the  interest  and  intentions  of 
France  and  Spain,  to  prevent  us  from  re- 
ducing our  reoellious  colonists  into  a  state 
of  lesal  obedience  and  constitutional  sub- 
mission, and  that  if  we  persisted  in  our 
declared  resolution  of  asserting  our  rights, 
that  we  must  expect  to  be  engaged  in  a  war 
with  the  united  force  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon.  Would  that  be  a  motive  with 
▼our  lordships,  for  submitting  to  your  re- 
bellious subjects  in  the  present  contest  ?  I 
think  it  would  not.  I  am  sure  it  ought  not. 
If  adread  of  a  war  with  those  powersshould 
be  a  sufficient  reason  for  sucii  a  disgrace- 
ful, spiritless  conduct,  I  am  well  convinced 
it  would  have  a  directly  contrary  eflect. 
Those  powers  would  soon  conclude,  that  a 
nation  which  had  not  power  or  force  suffi- 
cient to  coerce  its  own  members,  would  be 
BO  longer  a  formidable  enemy.  They 
would  look  upon  you  as  an  abject,  tame, 
merceni^ry  people,  who  from  a  mere  love 
of  lucre,  woula  consent  to  sacrifice  all  the 
pride,  dignity,  and  superior  interest  of 
yoursdves  and  posterity,  rather  than  suflfer 
a  temporary  inconvenience,  or  forego  for 
a  while  the  advantages  derived  from  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  your  colo- 
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niea.  They,  in  Bae^  would  losk  oa  jos 
as  a  natioa  of  merefaanta,  from  whoa  ds- 
thingwasto  be  feared,  totiAfCBptiedof 
that  ^irit  of  warfive,  on  every  proper  oe* 
casion,  that  martial  ardour,  native  mvw, 
and  thirst  of  fiune,  wfaidi  hatelucberto 
rendered  you  justly  formidaUe  sad  tmi* 
ble  to  your  enemies.  Therefore  I  coo- 
tend,  my  lords,  that  it  is  doubly  iaeoio- 
bent  on  joa  to  exert  yoursdves,  eioi  m 
a  means  of  keeping  your  natoraleaeniei 
and  ambitious  neighbours  in  that  tfHeof 
awe  and  reverence  towards  yoo,  wUdi 
will  be  alwaya  one  of  the  best  buhrsib  ef 
the  national  safety,  and  your  own  dooolie 
tranquillity^— My  lords,  though  I  wiib  ao- 
cerely,  tfaiat  America,  ahoald  she  pent 
obstinately  to  resist  the  constitotioDoi  ad 
equitable  claims  of  thk  country,  vmh 
compelled  tb  acknowledge  them;  yet  lis 
not  desire  that  the  people  of  that  oompj 
should  be  abridged  of  their  andeat  pria^ 
leges,  such,  I  mean,  as  are  consisteatvilk 
the  common  interests  of  both  ooootmi; 
sudi  as  it  is  proper  fer  us  to  grant  or  eos- 
firm,  and  for  them  to  retain  or  eojoy. 
And  whenever  they  return  to  a  prmer 
sense  of  their  duty,  I  shall  verv  re8% 
give  my  support  to  any  plan  wbidiiaif 
be  the  most  likely  to  helal  the  vaAtm 
wounds  that  have  been  abeady  given,  nit 
for  receiving  them  once  more  into  Ae 
bosom  of  the  mother-country.^ — ^Tbe  noble 
duke  has  bestowed  the  haid^  nsmei  ke 
could  possibly  invent  on  this  BiD;  ssdto 
shew  the  folly  as  wefl  as  injustice  ofiir 
asks  what  it  ia  we  are  <x>ntendiDg  fir* 
Says  the  noble  duke,  the  claim  of  tsxtliM 
has  been  given  up.  It  has  been  icii' 
quished  on  the  idea  of  its  impraetiGaUto 
and  inexpediency.  I  deny  it.  I  coDtnl 
it  never  has ;  and  we  know,  that  the  am 
support  given  to  it  in  the  other  Houses  > 
well  as  to  the  general  measures  xeBpedkf 
America,  was  on  the  supposition  tfastt- 
revenue  is  expected  to  be  obtained  froa 
America,  towards  alleviating  part  of  tk 
heavy  burdens  at  present  borne  by  tbii 
country.  We  know  these  arethewidHi 
and  sentiments  of  the  country  geadeaA 
in  the  other  House;  men  of  the  north' 
dependent  principles  and  most  ample  At* 
tunes  in  the  kingdom.  I  will  not  prettsl 
to  say,  to  what  amount,  or  in  what  sMrii 
America  ought  to  be  compelled  to  oostn* 
bute.  Perhaps  in  their  present  conditio^ 
the  assistance  they  would  be  aUe  togi<t 
to  the  mother-country  would  be  but  sail; 
but  I  insist,  a  foundation  ought  be  W  ■  . 
the  first  instance,  which  Aould  keqt  < 
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proportion  with  their  abilities;  and  that  it 
ibould  be  framed  with  a  particular  View  to 
that  object ;  so  as  to  oblige  them  to  share 
the  burdens,  in  proportion  as  they  shared 
sod  enjojed  the  advantages  of  this  go- 
verooient.    I  do  not  pretend  to  poidt  out 
die  properest  mode  ot  executing  this  plan ; 
whether  by  taxes  or  customs,  commercial 
duties,  or  b^  requisition ;  those  are  ques- 
tions of  pohcT,  that  do  not  interfere  with 
the  principle  it  is  our  business  first  to  es- 
tablish, the  principle  of  compelling  them 
lo  acknowledge  the  right;  afterwards  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  look  to  the  policy 
and  the  most  expedient  means  of  efiec- 
toally  carrying  it  into  execution  under  the 
consideration  of  the  general  interests  of 
the  empire,  as  well  as  to  the  local  circum- 
stances applying  to  the  particular  situation 
of  either,  or  both  countries. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond*  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  noble  duke,  who  rose  to 
oppose  the  committing  of  this  Bill,  in  every 
particular  opinion  he  delivered  on  it.  I 
think  it  a  most  unjust,  oppressive,  and  ty- 
nnnical  measure.  I  perceive,  my  lords, 
that  this  Bill  is  a  formal  denunciation  of 
war  against  the  colonies ;  and  on  that 
ground,  is  not  to  be  combated  with  argu- 
ments only  applicable  to  a  state  of  tran- 
quillity ;  or  even  some  sorts  and  degrees  of 
civil  disorder.  Though  I  totally  disap- 
prove o£  such  a  war,  and  the  principle  on 
irhich  it  is  entered  into,  I  am  ready  to 
Donfess,  that  many  things  arc  justifiable  in 
inch  a  state  of  things,  on  which  the  most 
>bdurate  and  inhuman  minds  would  con- 
empJate  with  horror  in  any  other.  I 
^ow,  that  it  is  looked  upon  not  only  jus- 
ifiable  and  gallant,  but  an  act  of  merito- 
ious  duty,  for  an  officer  or  soldier  to  drs- 
[uise  himself  in  woman's  clothes,  and  in 
hat  disguise  to  stab  a  oentinel  on  his  post, 
know,  too,  that  men  of  tlie  highest  and 
aost  exalted  honour  have  not  scrupled  to 
ome  at  secrets  under  the  sacred  seal  of 
onfidence,  and  turn  the  information  to 
lie  destruction  of  their  enemies,  when  it 
ras  believed  that  those  acts  of  horror  and 
reachery  promised  to  be  means  of  pro- 
loting  the  designs,  and  furthering  the 
lews  and  success  of  their  friends,  and  the 
luse  they  were  engaged  in.  But,  my 
nrds,  where  no  view  of  this  kind  can  be 
Mwered;  where  no  one  desirable  pur- 
Dse  can  be  obtained,  I  shall  always  op- 
Dse  an  act  of  wanton  cruelty ;  and  I  may 
Id  on  this  occasion,  of  impolicy;  as  1 
ill  venture  to  predict,  it  will  only  exas- 
vntte  thoae  against  whom  it  is  intended ; 
tVUU  XVIil.] 
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and  render  them  more  desperate,  deter- 
mined and  enraged  against  their  merciless 
persecutors  and  oppressors.  It  is  the 
clause  I  have  now  under  my  eye,  for  com- 
pelling such  persons,  as  may  be  taken  in 
the  ships  and  vessels  described  in  .this  Bill^ 
to  enter  on  board  his  Majesty's  ships  of 
war.  Such  a  compulsion  is,  in  my  opi-^ 
nion,  a  most  aggravated  act  of  cruelty. 
You  not  only  strip  them  of  their  property, 
but  by  violence  force  them,  at  the  peril  of 
capital  punishment,  to  serve  you,  as  being 
under  tne  act  of  parliament  for  regulating 
our  naval  forces,  and  thus  make  them 
liable  to  sufier  as  deserters,  contrary  to 
the  established  usage  observed  in  respect 
of  men  pressed  into  his  Majesty's  service. 
You  even  do  worse,  you  compel  them  to 
fight  against  their  fathers,  brothers,  and 
nearest  relations ;  and  that,  too,  contrary 
to  the  conviction  of  their  own  consciences ; 
and  should  they  refuse  to  execute  the 
barbarous  service,  you  then  arjB  authorised 
to  shoot  them  for  a  breach  of  duty.  This, 
my  lords,  if  I  had  n6  other  objection  to 
the  Bill,  operates  very  forcibly  on  my 
mind,  and  I  would  recommend  to  the 
noble  lords  in  administration,  to  amend  or 
totally  omit  this  clause,  in  the  committee  ; 
and  not,  by  a  wanton  unnecessary  act  of 
power,  add  to  the  horrors  consequent  on 
a  war  of  so  barbarous  a  nature.  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  your  lordships,  Uiat  I  do 
not  mean  by  pointing  to  this  clause,  to 
give  any  sanction  to  ai\y  one  part  of  the 
Bill.  All  I  would  wish  is  to  intimate  to  its 
friends  and  supporters,  that  this  bloody 
clause,  this  provision  of  wanton  barbarity, 
even  on  their  own  principles,  is  totally  un- 
necessary. The  noble  lord  says,  the  pre- 
sent measures  pursuing  against  America 
are  popular;  and  that  opposition  have 
taken  up  for  once  the  unpopular  side  of 
the  question.  I  fairly  assent  in  part  to  the 
noble  lord's  assertion;  for  I  believe  the 
people  were  never  more  divided  in  their 
sentiments,  than  at  present ;  but  while  I 
allow  this,  I  do  not  assent  to  the* assertion 
in  the  latitude  the  noble  lord  has  stated  it. 
In  the  words  of  a  noble  lord  in  a  former 
debate  (lord  Camden  ^  we  have  scarcely 
seen  an  address,  that  tias  not  spawned  a 
petition.  We  have  been  told  by  reveral 
noble  lords  in  administration,  that  Ame- 
rica too  is  divided ;  and  I  believe  it  may. 
At  least  we  have  many  reasops  to  believe, 
that  they  are  far  from  being  unanimous. 
What  will  in  all  probability  be  the  conse- 
quence of  this  Bill,  but  at  once  to  put  an 
end  to .  all  divisions,  and  to  render  them 
[3Z] 
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unanimous?  Yet  suppose  the  contrary; 
will  not  this  Bill  inTolve  those  who  think 
this  country  in  the  right,  those  who  hare 
retained  their  loyalty,  and  remained  firm 
in  their  obedience,  m  one  common  punish- 
ment with  the  most  determined,  open  and 
▼iolent  opposers  of  the  British  parliament  ? 
The  former  will  be  liable  to  have  their 
ships  seized,  their  goods  and  merchandizes 
confiscated,  their  persons  pressed,  as  well 
as  the  latter.  Besides,  I  believe  this 
clause  IS  contrary  to  the  usual  mode 
adopted  in  regard  to  persons  pressed  to 
■erve  dioard  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war, 
who  are  never  subjected  to  capital  punish- 
ments for  desertion.  The  noble  lord  has 
given  as  a  proof  of  the  general  opinion  of 
the  people,  respecting  this  war,  and  parti- 
cularly those  concent  in  the  West  IndUui 
trade,  that  if  the  ruin  of  the  West  India 
islands  was  to  be  a  consequence  of  it,  the 
people  of  a  borough  in  his  neighbour- 
aood,  (the  town  of  Bewdley )  would  never 
have  taken  the  part  they  have  done;  a 
town  which,  his  lordship  says,  carries  on  a 
twelfth  part  of  the  export  trade  to  those 
islands.  I  admire  the  noble  lord's  accu- 
racy of  computation.  It  is  the  first  time, 
that  I  have  neard  a  matter  of  such  import- 
ance so  minutely  and  correctly  stated; 
and  it  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  that 
Bewdley  was  a  place  of  such  consequence, 
or  that  it  carried  on  so  great  and  exten- 
aive  an  export  trade.  But,  my  lords, 
allowing  that  the  borough  of  Bewdley  ad- 
yised  with  the  noble  lord,  and  offered  to 
address  his  Majesty  unsolicited,  as  his 
lordship  says;  supposmg  likewise  that 
they  were  unanimous  in  their  sentiments ; 
I  still  b^  leave  to  think  that  the  West 
India  planters,  and  the  great  body  of  mer- 
chants concerned  in  the  West  India  trade 
in  the  cities  of  London  and  Brbtol  are  full 
as  respectable  an  authority  as  the  ad- 
dresses from  the  town  of  Bewdley ;  and 
to  shew  that  the  present  Bill  will  very  ma- 
^rially  afiect  the  sugar  islands,  they  ap- 
peared  last  year  at  your  lordships'  bar, 
and  this  year  at  the  bar  of  the  other 
House;  but  I  believe  they  will  hardly 
trouble  your  lordships  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, for  experience  has  taught  them  to 
despair  of  obtaining  any  redress.  It  is 
loo  often  a  misfortune  in  this  country  for 
persons  to  entertain  very  different  ideas, 
when  in  and  out  of  employment.  I  heard 
the  noble  lord  with  great  pleasure  on  the 
first  of  the  session  express  sentiments  of  a 
▼ery  different  nature ;  and  still  retaining 
say  fi^rmer  opinions^  I  canaot  say  but  I 
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approved  much  better  of  the  wfttA  Aea 
delivered  thm  of -the  senfaBciiti  nmrm 
warmly  and  «o  ably -urged  by  h»  lorddssL 
On  the  whole,  my  lords,  I  pronounce  tni 
Bill  to  be  fratt^t  with  all  podble  iajoi- 
tice  and  cruelty.    I  do  not  think  the  pe^ 
pie  of  America  in  r^eflion,  bat  reastiw 
acts  of  the  most  unexampled  cni^  and 
oppression.  (^Herea  cry  of  Order,  order!] 
I  do  not  retract  a  syllable  of  what  I  ksis 
-said.    I  think  I  am  justified  in  the  ezpm- 
sion,  by  the  unifiirm  custom  of  parliaoeBt, 
which  secures  to  its  members  tne  freedon 
of  debate,  or  why  else  are  they  at  sU  po^ 
mitted  to  deliver  their  opinions  ?  If  the  in- 
justice of  the  Bill  be  manifint,  beGsaieit 
proceeds  on  an  idea  which  is  false  in  ftct, 
that  the  colonies  are  in  open  tebellioii,  tla 
provisions  of  it  are  no  less  croeL   Thqr 
subject  the  property  of  the  innoceat  an 
unoffending  to  confiscation,  widioatstrial; 
they  give  an  undue  preference  to  the  ssij 
over  Uie  amy ;  or  dse  eatidiUsh  a  pn» 
dent  of  a  most  dabgerooB  and  akiiBi^^ 
tendency,  Uiat  of  giving  the  posaeiMM 
of  one  part  of  the  subjects  of  theanae 
empire  to  those  employed  to  redaoethea; 
but,  more  than  all,  diey  authorise  an  ad 
of  the  most  wanton  and  harrid  crodtfi 
that  of  obliginff  such  aa  are  takeo  in  the 
act  of  trading,  tor  their  maintenaace  ad 
support,  to  enter  and  aenre  en  beard  kii 
Majesty's  ships  of  war* 

Lord  LtfheUtm.  I  do  not  at  aO  tfainkit 
decent  or  parliamentary  to  allude  to  asf 
thing  said  m  a  fi>rmer  debate ;  I  an  ane 
such  a  conduct  has  been  always  diaooaa* 
tenanced  in  this  House,  I  am  btjipyi 
however,  in  seeing  so  full  a  bar,  tut  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  excolpstiBg 
myself  from  charges  and  insiwiatiaBi 
equally  lU-fiMinded  and  unjusL  I  csBsrt 
say  that  I  literally  remenu>er  the  waiii 
that  feU  from  me  on  the  occasion  sHidd 
to ;  but  I  think  my  memory  will  suffideodf 
serve  me  to  recollect  the  oMtterial  aceet 
and  tendency  of  what  I  then  urged,  u 
relation  to  Uie  foreign  troops,  I  thoi^ 
then,  and  I  have  not  since  changed  a^ 
opinion,  that  the  previous  consent  of  pa^ 
liament  was  necessary  to  legalise  did 
measure ;  that  nothing  eodld  justify  it  M 
the  necessity ;  and  that  an  Act  of  todoa* 
nity  was  requisite,  in  order  to  quiet  tte 
just  apprehensions  which  such  a  meaMt 
ought  to  occasion  in  the  breast  of  eveiy 
person  who  wished  well  to  the  codstitiiliai 
of  this  country,  as  established  at  the  Rs" 
volution,  if  the  necessity  was  not  ttaie^ 
as  the  only  true  ground  of  jiilifariflfc 
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Wbat  happened  afterwards?  A' Bill  of 
lodemoity  vaa  brought  into,  and  passed 
the  other  House ;  it  came  to  a  third  read* 
la^in  this  House ;  and  such  wa«  the  ex- 
traordinary conduct  of  the  noble  lords  in 
opposition,  that  they  opposed  it ;  and  se* 
Tsral  lords  in  administration  uniting  with 
tbem»  on  a  different  ground,  the  Bill  was 
lost  and  rejected  unanimoudy.  Whether 
the  noble  duke's  friends  and  partizans,  or 
1,  acted  mostcoBsistendy  on  that  occasion, 
I  lubmit  to  your  lordships. — As  to  the  ge« 
nerai  measures  to  be  pursued  against 
America;  1  will  remind  your  lordships, 
that  I  voted  and  spoke  uniformly  in  the 
sentiments  I  have  ttiis  day  maintained,  till 
the  first  day  of  the  session ;  imd  on  that 
day,  too,  I  only  differed  from  administra* 
lion,  because  1  thought  measures  of  such 
wide  and  important  extent,  repommended 
from  the  throne,  called  for  information 
the  ministers  seemed  unwilling  to  give,  or 
abiolutely  refused.  Ignorant  as  I  then 
was,  I  very  properly  refused  to  support 
measures,  tlie  object  of  which,  ana  the 
means  of  executing,  1  was  totally  a  stranger 
to.  On  that  ground  alone  I  refused  to 
oo^erate  with  administration.  Here  the 
matter  rested  till  his  Majesty's  servants 
thought  proper  to  give  me  that  kind  of 
iofonnation  I  thought  necessary  to  direct 
me  in  my  future  conduct.  They  were 
pleased  to  repose  a  confidence  in  me, 
which  I  hope  and  trust  1  shall  never 
abuse ;  and  which  perfectly  satisfied  me, 
fhat  their  views  were  ultimately  founded 
in  wisdom,  and  directed  to  such  objects 
M  promised  to  ensure  the  most  happy  and 
iesirable  termination  to  the  present  un- 
mppy  disputes*  Thus  convinced  of  the 
rectitude  and  wisdom  of  administration,  I 
iccepted  of  the  place  I  now  enjoy ;  but 
jpon  no  other  terms  but  those  I  have  men- 
ioned,  I  have  always  acted,  and  shall 
Kmtmue  to  act  on  the  most  conscientious 
aotives,  and  upon  reasons  of  the  most 
erfect  conviction.  I  do  assure  your  lord- 
hips^  that  I  have  never  swerved  from  my 
ategrity  in  a  single  instance.  As  to  the 
Jaoe  I  have  been  appointed  to,  I  received 
t  as  a  mark  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
idination  towards  me.  I  have  always 
K)ked  upon  it,  in  point  of  emolument,  to 
e  a  matter  of  very  trivial  consideration, 
iy  fortune  is  loo  considerably  to  regard 
;  in  any  other  light.  I  did  not  seek  if. 
did  not  act  the  servile  part  .of  a  placeman 
p^pensioner,  by  meanly  stooping  to  ap* 
ly  and  beg  &r  it ;  and  expect  tod  think 
ivf^  A^rit^t  not  to  bft  indttded  amoDg 


such  as  do ;  for,  if  it  was  an  object  of  mo- 
ment, which  it  is  not,  1  never  shall  sacri- 
fice my  opinion  to  any  personal  or  private 
constderation.  1  own  1  am. greatly  asto- 
nished to  hear  the  noble  duke,  who  spoke 
last,  affirm,  that  America  is  not  at  present 
in  a  state  of  rebellion,  though  his  grace 
knows  that  the  colonists  have  been  de- 
clared rebels  by  the  most  solemn  declara- 
tions parliament  is  capable  of  expressing ; 
by  acts  of  the  whole  legislature,  stamped 
with  the  authority  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  This,  my  lords,  I  think,  is  a 
precedent  that  should  not  be  endured  in 
this  House,  and  till  the  authority  of  it  is 
again  restored,  1  shall  never  think  that 
we  can  expect  to  have  A  proper  obedience 
paid  to  the  dignity  of  parliament.  I  think 
that  laws,  the  justice  of  which  are  ar« 
raigned  and  condemned  by  some  of  the' 
very  persons  who  are  supposed  to  have  a 
hand  in  framing  and  assenting  to  them, 
will  always  lose  a  considerable  part,  if  not 
all,  their  efficacy,  while  such  liberties  are 

rTmitted  to  be  wantonly  taken  with  them. 
know,  if  I  were  an  American,  and  re- 
tained any  doubt  of  the  part  1  ought  to 
take  on  the  present  occasion,  and  were  to 
learn  that  a  noble  lord  in  this  House  con- 
tended that  the  measures  proposed  by 
this  Bill  were  founded  in  injustice  and 
cruehy,  and  that  opposition  to  such  mea- 
sures was  justifiable,  I  must  confess  it 
would  go  a  great  way  in  removing  my^ 
doubts,  and  determining  mj  future  con- 
duct. 1  perfectly  coincide  in  the  opinion 
of  Cicero,  who  was  an  actor  in  the  scenes 
immediately  preceding  the  destruction, 
concerning  the  liberties  of  Rome,  that 
such  an  improper  licentious  use  of  liberty 
is  totally  destructive  of  its  essence.  His 
expression  was  extremely  applicable  on 
tlie  present  occasion*  immoderaia  Ocentia 
cotiscianis.  As  well,  therefore,  on  that  ac- 
count, as  the  general  impropriety  of  such 
a  conduct,  1  must  tell  the  noble  duke,  that 
if  he  should  repeat  the  same  sentiments, 
that  1  mean  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  it  be  consistent  with  the 
decorum  and  dignity  of  their  proceedings, 
to  permit  such  an  improper  liberty  of 
speech  to  pass  without  animadversion  and 
censure. 

The  Duke  of  RichmotuL  I  imagine,  if 
the  noble  lord  had  properly  conceived  my 
meaning,  he  coula  never  have  possibly 
drawn  such  inferences  from  my  expressions. 
What  I  said  then,  and  what  1  still  main^ 
tain,  is,  that,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
have  a  full  right,  as  long  as  th^freedoo)  of 
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debate  is  held  sacred,  to  deliver  mj  opi- 
TiioQ  without  reserve*  The  point  imme- 
diately under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  is  the  present  Bill :  the  Bill  as- 
BertSy  that  the  Americans  are  in  rebellion ; 
I  say  they  are  not,  and  state  that  as  my 
reason  for  opposing  it.  Is  this  indecent  > 
Is  this  unparliamentary,  or  contrary  to  the 
established  usages  of  this  House?  The 
noble  lord  says,  that  I  am  bound  to  confine 
myself  to  the  immediate  subject  of  debate ; 
and  that  I  am  disbrderly,  and  deserve  the 
censure  of  your  lordships,  should  I  violate 
the  usual  mode  of  debating  questions  in 
this  House.  In  this  I  perfectly  agree; 
but  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  the  noble 
lord  to  direct  me  how  to  proceed,  so- as  to 
debate,  and  yet  entirely  keep  clear  of*  the 
subject.  For  instance,  I  should  particu- 
larly thank  him  if  he  would  instruct  me 
how  to  express  my  dislike  to  the  Bill, 
without  pointing  out  the  grounds  and  mo- 
tives of  tliat  dislike.  I  think  the  Bill  in 
its  principle,  and  all  its  parts,  unjust,  im- 

folitic,  and  inexpedient.     How,  then,  can 
support  my  assertion,  but  by  arguing 
against  Its  impolicy,  injustice,  and  inexpcr 
diency.    But,  says  the  noble  lord,  though 
you  oppose  the  Bill,  and  disapprove  of  it, 
you  should  not  arraign  acts  of  parliament: 
you  shpuld  not  question  nor  condemn  the 
acts  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  for  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  be  the  law  of  the 
land,  it  is  indecent  and  unparliamentary  to 
find  fault  with  them.    Does  his  lordship 
mean  to  push  tliis  doctrine  as  far  as  it  will 
go ;  or  does  he  wish  to  employ  it  only  to  a 
particular  purpose,  to  answer  that  of  the 
present  debate?    In  either  event  I  fancy 
Ills  lordship  will  find  himself  much  mis- 
taken.    For  instance,  I  say  the  present 
Bill  is  cruel^  oppressive,  and  tyrannic.    I 
contend,  that  the  resistance  made  by  the 
colonists  is  in  consequence  of  other  acts, 
equally  oppressive,  cruel,   and  tyrannic; 
andj  thus  1  prove  that  this  resistance  is  not 
rebellion,  but  that  the  Americans  are  re* 
sisting  acts  of  violence  and  injustice;  con- 
sequently, that  such  a  resistance  is  neither 
treason  nor  rebellion ;  but  is  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable   in   every   possible  political   and 
moral  sense.     The  noble  lord  seems  de- 
sirous of  calling  the  censure  of  the  House 
on  me.    If  I  have  been  disorderly  I  am 
ready  to  abide  by  the  sense  of  it.    I  think 
I  have  not ;  and  relying  on  that  opinion,  I 
neither  withdraw  nor  retract  my  former 
expressions ;  and  am  very  ready  to  indulge 
his  lordship,  by  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  I  deserve  its  censure* 
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The  Earl  of  Denbigh.  As  an  old  men. 
ber,  I  think  with  the  noble  lord  wfaofl|Mke 
early  in  this  debate,  that  the  expresuMof 
the  noble  duke  is  extremely  reprehwiable 
and  disorderly.  The  nobJe  duke  may,  it 
is  true,  deliver  his  opinion  freely  on  d» 
question  immediately  before  the  Hmm^ 
be  it  what  it  may ;  but  I  contend,  tint  be 
is  bound  to  confine  himself  solely  to  tba^ 
and  not  to  go  out  of  it.  Nor  is  any  lad, 
in  debate,  warranted  in  charging  an  act  of 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  wiA  t^ 
ranny  and  injustice.  If  this  licentious  mt 
of  the  freedom  of  debate  were  indulged,  it 
is  impossible  to  say  where  it  might  atojii 
Any  noble  lord  might  rise  in  his  place  an 
affirm,  that  his  Majesty  was  an  uaarper, 
and  that  George  the  3rd  had  no  rig^tto 
the-  crown  -  of  this  realm.  I  conteodb 
therefore,  that  by  the  laws  and  c^mtits- 
tion  of  this  realm,  any  expression  mt^lie 
as  well  justified,  under  the  claim  of  exer- 
cising the  privilege  of  speech;  as  tlat 
America* is  not  in  rebellion ;  or  that  l^ 
sistance  to  the  acts  of  the  British  pariii' 
ment,  is  no  more  than  resistance  to  ik 
most  wanton  acts  of  tyranny  and  opprei- 
siori ;  and  1  do  openly  contend,  that  Umk 
who  defend  rebeUion,  are  themselves  fitdi 
better  than  rebels ;  and  that  there  is  lefj 
little  difference  between  the  traitor,  and  la 
who  openly  or  privately  abets  treason. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  The  nm 
your  lordships  have  heard,  has  readied 
below  the  bar,  and  must  convince  you  lU 
the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last  has  beet 
heard  there.  But  I  will  tell  his  lordshf^ 
that  I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  or  detened 
from  my  duty  by  loud  words.  Such  es* 
ertions  of  mere  sound,  will  not  prefcit 
me  from  punctually  performing  my  dn^ 
The  noble  earl  says,  I  have  explaiaed 
away  my  meaning.  I  believe  bis  lordifaijp 
would  not  have  maintained  such  an  asMf^ 
tion,  if  he  knew  properly  the  difeeaoi 
between  explaining,  and  explaining  awi^ 
The  noble  earl,  as  a  collateral  prodTof  Ii0 
knowledge  of  the  forms  and  orders  of  An 
House,  says,  he  is  an  old  member.  I  h^< 
lieve  I  am  almost  as  old  a  member  as  Ml 
lordship ;  at  least,  I  have  sat  near  twea^ 
jrears  here ;  and  I  cannot  be  V^^^'lf^ 
that  I  have  offended  against  aay  m^ 
blished  rule  or  form  of  this  House.  As  la 
the  point  of  explaining  awiiymy 
I  must  remind  his  lordship,  that  I  do 
mean  to  retract  any  thing  I  hs^e  m 
and  if  he  has  properly  attended  to  aiy 

flanation,  he  w411  be  convinced,  tfai^  ^ 
asserted  at  both  timeS|  substaatiify 
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respond  with  each  other;  if  he  should 
think  otherwise,  I  now  take  the  opportu- 
Bitr  of  informing  the  noble  earl,  that  I 
ibnctly  adhere  to  the  first  expressions  I 
used;  and  am  ready  to  abide  tiie  sense  of 
your  lordships,  who  are  to  determine  whe- 
%hsx  or  not  I  have  transgressed.  As  to 
the  expression  of  traitor,  the  noble  earl 
Jmi  so  freely  applied,  I  believe  there  are 
no  traitors  in  this  House  now  a  days. 

The  Earl  of  Sandtoich.  I  am  an  older 
nember  of  this  House  than  either  the 
noble  duke  or  noble  earl.  I  have  sat  here 
these  seven  and  thirty  years,  and  am  happy 
ID  testifying,  since  my  first  knowledge  of 
parliament,  that  I  never  saw  the  debates  in 
diis  House  conducted  with  greater  pro- 
priety and  decorum  during  my  acquaint- 
ance with  it,  than  in  the  course  of  this -bu- 
liness  respecting  America.  I  am,  mj 
lords,  extremely  unhappy,  when  I  am  a 
iritness  to  such  altercations  as  these :  they 
llways  impede  public  business,  answer  no 
roe  substantial  or  beneficial  purpose  what- 
ever, and  are  only  productive  of  ill-hu- 
Boar.  As  to  the  pomt  of  order,  if  I  may 
be  permitted  to  state  my  pretensions,  as 
me  of  the  old,  if  not  the  oldest  member  of 
^w  House,  I  have  always  seen  it  observed, 
is  a  constant  rule  of  debate,  never  to  con- 
lemn  any  act  of  parliament,  unless  on  a 
notion  for  its  repeal.  In  every  other  re- 
ipect^  I  am  of  opmion  that  the  noble  duke 
na  perfectly  justifiable,  so  long  as  he  con- 
bed  himself  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
Sill ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  contend,  that 
le  had  no  right  to  go  out  of  the  question, 
d  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  points  not 
nder  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
is  some  objections  have  been  stated 
gainst  this  Bill,  which  immediately  apply 
0  the  business  of  the  department  over 
rhrch  I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  I  look 
fpon  myself  particularly  called  upon  to 
pve  every  satisfaction  in  my  power.  Two 
bjections  have  been  stated  against  the 
lill,  by  the  two  noble  dukes  who  have  op- 
oied  its  commitment.  The  first  ^oble 
uke  complains  of  the  injustice  of  thiXBill, 
ecause  it  gives  the  spoils  taken  from  ibe 
Demy  to  tho  captors.  Is  this  unusual  P '  { 
m^ure  it  is  not.  It  has  been  so  during 
le  two  last  wars  carried  on  by  this  coun- 
7.  I  do  not  know  of  a  more  meritorious 
3t  of  men  than  our  seamen,  nor  more  de- 
nrving  of  every  degree  of  public  encou- 
igement ;  besides  the  general  motives  of 
secutine  their  duty  with  attention  and 
unctualitj,  the  prospect  of  sharing  the 
apturea  among  the  officera  and  seamen 
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win  be  a  very  great  means  of  speedily 
manning  our  navy  without  expence.  It 
has  likewise  been  much  relied  on,  by  the 
noble  lords  in  opposition,  that  this  Bill 
confounds  the  innocent  with  the  guilty ; 
but  I  believe  your  lordships  will  perceive 
that  verjr  few  can  be  classed  in  the  former 
description,  as  the  terrors  of  the  conti- 
nental and  provincial  congresses  have 
compelled  almost  every  man  m  that  coun- 
try to  take  a  decided  part.  I  shall  men- 
tion two  instances,  to  satisfy  your  lordships 
of  the  cruel  and  cowardly  disposition  of 
the  Americans,  by  stating  to  your  lord- 
ships, that  they  have  even  tarred  and  fea- 
thered  three  women,  and  have  put  an  in- 
nocent free  negro  to  death,  attended  with 
every  circumstance  of  cruelty  and  base- 
ness. The  free  negro's  name  was  Jerry, 
and  he  was  worth  several  hundred  poiinas. 
This  man,  in  an  unguarded  minute,  said, 
that  if  any  of  the  King's  ships  came  to 
that  quarter,  or  the  port  where  he  resided, 
that  he  would  pilot  them  safely  up.  This 
being  reported  to  the  committee,  a  mock 
tribunal  was  appointed  to  try  him,  and  he 
was  acouitted  for  want  of  evidence.  Not 
satisfied  with  this  first  attempt  on  the 
man's  life»  another  negro,  not  a  free  one, 
was  suborned  to  repeat  the  charge,  on 
which  the  unhappy  man  was  condenmed 
and  executed,  though  the  evidence  of  the 
slave  should  not  have,  according  to  the 
colony  laws,  been  received  against  a  free- 
man. There  was  another  particular  cir- 
cumstance happened  relative  to  this  horrid 
afiair,  which  was,  that  although  the  negro 
recanted  every  syllable  he  had  sworn 
against  Jerry,  and  owned  that  all  he  said 
on  the  trial  was  a  lye,  yet  Jerry  was  never- 
theless put  to  death.  The  noble  duke 
who  spoke  last  seems  to  lament  greatly 
the  cruelty  of  obliging  such  seamen  as  are 
taken  aboard  the  American  vessels  to  enter 
his  Majesty's  ships  of  war.  For  my  part, 
I  think  very  differently  from  the  noble 
duke.  Instead  of  an  instance  of  cruelty 
or  oppression,  I  think  it  is  doing  them 
rather  a  favour,  as  you  put  them  mto  in- 
stant pay ;  besides,  though  this  BiH  were 
never  passed,  if  we  should  want  seamen 
to  man  our  navy,  and  it  should  become 
necessary  to  issue  prdss-warrants,  the  per- 
sons  compelled  by  the  clause  to  enter, 
would  be  liable  to  be  pressed.  So  that  in 
that  view  of  the  matter  this  Bill  creates 
no  new  hardship.  Suppose,  my  lords,  that 
we  should  be  inclined  to  alter  or  modify 
this  clause,  as  the  noble  duke  seems  de« 
sirou9|  you  would  not|  it  aiay  be  presumecl# 
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lAer  yoa  liad  those  men  in  your  power, 
put  them  in  a  situation  again  to  resist  you. 
Y^^t,  then,  are  you  to  do  ?  In  the  case 
of  prisoners  taken  in  a  foreign  war,  we 
know  they  are  brought  home  and  confined 
in  prison^  and  detained  here  till  a  peace 
ensues,  or  they  are  exchanged  upon  cartel 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war;  but 
in  the  present  case,  the  matter  being  new, 
and  no  provision  being  made,  and  in  fact 
in  the  event  of  a  want  of  men,  the  persons 
found  aboard  British  ships  being  liable  to 
be  pressed,  I  am  of  opinion  the  clause  on 
these  several  grounds  entirdy  unobjec- 
tionable. The  nrst  noble  duke  who  spoke 
in  this  d^ate  savs,  that  a  storm  is  gather- 
ing in  the  North ;  that  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters should  not  trust  to  the  assurances 
of  foreign  courts ;  and  that  we  ought  not 
in  prosecuting  this  war  against  our  rebel- 
lious subjects,  to  render  ourselves  by  a 
misplaced  confidence  in  those  assuvances, 
defenceless  at  home,  and  liable  to  be  sur- 

rized  or  attacked  by  our  natural  enenues. 
do  not  pretend  to  say  exactly  what  may 
be  the  e^ct  of  the  present  disputes  in  the 
North ;  but  I  wiU  tell  the  noble  duke  that 
we  do  not  trust  to  the  assurances  of  fo- 
reign powers ;  and  that  if  such  a  measure 
should  hi^pen  to  be  necessary,  we  sliall 
be  able  at  a  very  short  warning,  to  fit  out 
a  fleet  and  send  it  into  the  Baltic:  and 
further,  that  by  the  present  plan  of  ope- 
rations, we  shall  not  h^ve  a  single  hne 
of  batUe  ship  in  America,  as  three  fifty 
cun  ships  will  be  sent  to  replace  the  three 
fine  of  battle  ships  now  serving  on  that 
station:  and  that  consequently  we  shall 
have  such  a  formidable  force  at  home, 
ready  to  act  upon  any  emergency,  as  will 
hot  only  be  fiiUy  sufficient  to  protect  our- 
selves against  anv  attack  ourenemies  might 
meditate ;  but  likewise  to  adopt  such  other 
measures  of  vigour  as  the  particular  state 
of  afiairs  in  Europe  might  render  expe- 
dient» 

The  Earl  of  Shellmme.  In  whatever  view 
this  Bill,  both  in  principle  and  the  mode 
of  enforcing  that  principle,  presents  itself, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with  eve^y 
accumulated  species  of  impolicy,  and  in- 
justice^  I  shall,  in  the  few  observations  I 
propose  to  make  on  it,  deliver  my  mind 
ireely  ;  on  this,  howevei,  as  on  all  former 
occasions,  lookinfp  upon  mj^elf  at  liberty 
to  alter  my  opimon,  and  to  regulate  my 
judgment  merely  on  the  merits  of  the 
matter  under  debate,  combined  with  its 
own  pactifiular  drcumstances,  not  by  any 
CffUat^il  msKim*  wkMk  So  not  pioperly 
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relate  to  the  qoestioo  before  me.  Ha 
first  matter  that  farces  its  waj  to  year 
lordships'  considetatioo,  on  pemong  tlui 
Bill,  is  the  principle,  which  to  me  sppein 
no  less  cruel  than  inqiolitic.  It  it, nit 
has  been  well  observed  to  the  hat  dcgiee 
cruel  and  unjust,  because  it  invdf  a  the 
innocent  in  one  common  puniduwnt  wikk 
the  guilty.  It  is  impolitic,  because  it  wil 
throw  the  people  into  a  state  of  degpe» 

,  tion,  and  of  necessity  force  them  to  tab 
up  arms  in  their  own  defence ;  so  thit  it 
will  have  the  double  e&ct  of  traDifimDigi 
your  firiends,  such  as  have  hitherto  oosli^ 
nued  so,  into  the  most  inveterate  enesM^ 
and  inspiring  both  firiends  and  fiies  wilJi 
the  most  enthusiastic  and  desperate  ran* 
lutions,  of  resbting  a  coerdoo  thst  ksaa 
them  no  other  alternative  but  subumaoi 
to  the  moat  abject  state  of  slavery,  «  4 
ending  in  their  complete  destructioo,a^ 
less  they  should  prevail  in   the  cootoi 
But,  my  lords,  I  have  a  stronger  ofajecte; 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  than  even  tki; 
I  have  now  stated.    It  proceeds  oo  Aij 
idea  that  America  is  in  rebellion  to  da. 
just  authority  of  this  country.    I  dm  it; 
I  contend  they  have  been  in  part,  if  i 
entirely,  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  ' 
of  their  property,  which  has  been  at 
ed,  by  the,  acts  of  this  legislature,  to 
wrested  unjustly  out  of  their  hands, 
have  h^n  taxed  by  the  British  pari 
for  the  purpose    of  raising    a   r 
They  have  been  thereby  deprived  of 
inalienable  privilege  of  a  British  sol ' 
that  of  voting  away  his  money,  of  juc 
of  the  quantum,  .and  of  the  propciety 
entirely  withholding  it,  shoulahenoti 
prove  of  the  purposes  to  which  itnajl 
intended  to  be  applied.    Besides  this  f 
neral  unquestionable  ground,  taxatios 
been  attempted  to  be  carried  into 
contrary  to  the  ancient  usage  of 
tion.    I  therefore  contend,  that  the 
cipleof  theBill  is  ill-founded,  andonj 
in  the  first  concoction ;  and  therefore  t 
the  idea  js  fidse,  oh  which  it  proceedsj^ 
the  colonists  are  not  in  a  state  of    '  *]* 
but  are  armed  in  support  of  their  k 
their  inalienable  and  constitutiona]  i^^ 
thus  openly  invaded  and  attacked, 
noble  earl  in  c&ce  baa  assigned  er^j 
son  ibf  inserting  the  clause  in  tlas 
which  has  been  objected  to  by  the 
duke»  but  what  appeara  to  me  to  he  it  < 
first  hkish  the  most  obvious.    His  Js 
ship  says,  that  in  a  fovei^  war  we  ^^of] 
all  prisoners  which  fftU  lato  ourhsodip 
pijsoA.;  but  llM  «e  fball  aot  know  ^f 
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i»  dispose  of  those  which  maj  be  taken  on 
be  present  case,  as  no  provision  has  been 
Moe  m  the  ^  Bill  for  that  purpose.  But  if 
he  Doble  earl  wil]  permit  nie,  I  will  tell  him 
riiat  appears  the  true  motive  for  inserting 
baft  clause,  a  mere  wanton  act  of  feminine 
Bvenge/  a  mere  love  of  cruelty  and  op- 
Kssicm.  But  let  us  pass  over  that  con- 
deration,  and  torn  to  the  means  pro- 
owd  in  the  BiH  itself,  for  ensiiring  its 
pention.  This  I  take  to  be  framed,  too, 
D  other  grounds  than  those  of  merely  re- 
urding  merit.  On  a  former  occasion  the 
obleearl,  though  he  did  not  positively  as- 
ire  us,  cave  us  the  strongest  hopes  that 
e  should  be  able  to  man  our  navy  without 
ressiflg;  but  finding  it  impraeticable,  the 
Me  earl  and  his  brethren  in  office,  have 
id  recourse  to  this  method  of  dividing 
le  prizes  taken  among  the  captors,  in 
iter  to  avoid  the  unpopular  mode  of 
tismg,  or  of  disclosing  to  the  public, 
at  our  seamen  are  as  averse  to  this  scr- 
ee as  our  lattdsmen  have  already  proved 
emselves.  I  believe  the  noble  earl  dis- 
^uished  himself  in  a  warm  opposition, 
ifing  the  Spanish  war  in  1741,  and  as- 
|ted  in  carrying  the  measure  against  the 
iaister,  for  dividing  the  captures  taken 
MB  the  enemy,  among  the  captors.  Lord 
Mi  was  at  the  head  of  that  opposition ; 
id  I  believe  the  noble  earl  does  not  for- 
!t  diat  the  great  argument  then  used,  in 
idi  Houses,  was,  that  such  an  encourage- 
ent  became  absolutely  necessary ;  for  as 
a  merchants*  wages  were  so  much  higher 
In  the  pay  allowed  by  government,  such 
stimulative  to  enter  aboard  the  king's 
fs,  would  be  the  most  probable  means 
soeedily  manning  our  navy,  upon  any 
Hen  emergency.  This,  my  lords,  can- 
it  be  said  to  be  the  case  at  present ;  no 
cfa  reason  can  now  be  assigned ;  for  I  ha- 
ve the  merchants' wages  are  rather  lower 
BO  usual ;  at  least  I  am  well  informed 
ey  have  not  been  raised  for  some  time 
St.  I  do  not  know,  that  dividing  the 
izes  in  the  manner  usually  adopted 
long  the  captors,  is  perfectly  right  at 
7  time ;  but  as  it  is  the  only  reason  that 
s  been  ever  assigned,  and  that  it  does 
t  at  present  exist,  I  must  confess,  that 
It,  with  the  circumstances  attending  it, 
another  reason  why  I  am  against  this 
B.^  I  should  think  myself  justified  in 
ising  over  the  matter  1  am  now  about 
eationing  to  your  lordships,  as  not  dl- 
ctlv  applying  to  the  subject  matter  of 
is  debate,^  if  I  did  not  think  it  of  the 
ost  material  consequence;  1  mean  the 


two  resolutiona.  i^eed   to  in  the  other 
House,  relative  to  the   colony  of  NovH 
Scotia.    As  we  cannot  procure  any  infor* 
raation  in  this  House,  I  am  under  the  ne« 
cessity  of  seeking  it  wherever  I  can  find  it. 
In  the  votes  of  Sie  House  of  Commons,  X 
find  that  they  have  resolved,  that  no  other 
duties  or  customs  shall  be  paid  for  any 
goods  or  merchandise  imported  into  the 
colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  what  is  ex« 
pressed  in  the  second  resolution,  and  that 
in  the  second  resolution,  that  is  resolved 
not  to  exceed  8  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  oa 
all  foreign  commodities.     Now,  my  lords, 
on  those  resolutions,.two  matters  very  sen- 
sibly strike  me :  first,  the  smallness  of  the 
revenue,  for  which  it  seems  we  are  con- 
tending ;  and  secondly,  the  direct  invasion 
of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  expressed  in  the 
second  resolution,  which  states  the  duty 
of  8  per  cent,  to  be  upon  foreign  com- 
modities imported  from  the  place  of  their 
growth.    This  last  in  my  opinion,  is  di- 
rectly cutting  up  that  great  palladium  of 
our  commerce,  that  great  source  of  all  the 
advantages  we  now  happily  enjoy,  as  the 
fir9t  commercial  and  trading  nation  in  Eu- 
rope ;  for  the  spirit  and  letter  on  which 
the  whole  of  that  law  is  founded,  are,  that 
no  article  or  commodity  shall  be  directly 
imported  into  the  colonies  from  the  place 
of  their  growth.     Taking  this  in  either 
light,  as  a  mark  of  indulgence  and  favour 
intended  to  this  paltry  colony^  which  has 
cost  this  country  more  than  the  fee  simple 
of  it  is  worth ;  or  taking  it  as  a  foundation 
for  a   treaty  with  the  other  colonies,  I 
think  such  aa  invasion  of  the  Navigation 
Act  totally  improper.    But  when  we  come 
to  compute  what  the  probable  amount  of 
such  a  ^revenue  would  come  to,  we  must 
pause    with  astonishment  to  behold  this 
country  involving  itself  in  such  scenes  of 
blood,  expence,  and  ruin,  in  the  pursuit  of 
such  an  object.    The  imports  into  the  co- 
lonies are  computed  to  be  between  three 
and  four  millions  annually.    Now,  taking 
it  on  the  largest  scale,  we  may  presume, 
that  the  amount  of  the  foreign  commodi- 
ties to  be  permitted  to  be  imported,  would 
be  about  an  eighth  of  the  whole  imports, 
whidi,  by  computation,  is  found  to  be  the 
case' in  the  colony  just  mentioned.    Take, 
then,  the  8  per  cent,  and  you  have  the 
sum  total  of  the  revemie,  which  will  be  at 
or  about  45,D00A  per  annum,  a  sum  which 
will  no  more  thap  pay  the  expence  of  col- 
lecting it;  and  indeed,  if  not   managed 
with  greater  oeconomy  than  the  last,  will 
not  TO  sufficient.    I^  then,  our  present 
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warlike  preparations,  in  which,  to  borrow 
a  current  ministerial  phrase,  every  nerve 
and  sinew  of  war  and  national  ability  is  to 
be  exerted,  be  to  obtain  just  nothing ;  I 
can  only  saj,  that  it  brings  to  my  remem- 
brance the  conductor  a  country  gentleman, 
who  made  it  a  condition  with  his  tenants  to 
supply  him  with  a  certain  number  of  carts 
and  horses,  and  prided  himself  greatly  in 
that  mark  of  his  authority,  though  he  en- 
joyed it  at  the  expence  of  a  considerable 
decrease  in  his  rents,  as  he  let  his  lands 
considerably  lower  than  the  real  value,  on 
that  account.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
resolutions  are  meant  to  stop  there,  and 
are  intended  as  a  mark  of  particular  favour, 
I  think,  at  all  events,  it  is  very  improperly 
exerted  towards  such  a  paltry  province, 
Halifax  being  called  the  gin  shop  of  Atbe- 
rica,  which,  according  to  a  late  publication, 
does  not  import  above  30,000/.  per  annum, 
and  has  already  cost  this  nation  between  3 
and  4<X),000/.  while  Pennsylvania,  whose 
imports  are  300,000/.  per  annum,  never 
cost  this  country  a  single  shilling.  But 
above  all,  I  am  warmly  against  any  measure 
which  may  directly  or  indirectly  be  the 
means  of  defeating  that  truly  beneficial 
law,  the  Act  of  Navigation. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  noble  lord 
must  be  mistaken  respecting  the  lowness 
of  seamen's  wages,  for  on  applying  lately 
to  ihe  master  of  a  transport  vessel,  he  ad- 
vised a  press,  as  he  said  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  procure  hands  to  man  his  ship, 
unless  at  a  very  advanced  price,  as  he  was 
obliged  to  promise  them  35^.  a  month, 
and  yet  they  still  demanded  an  advance ; 
andbefore  tney  got  out  of  the  river,  would 
probably  refuse  to  proceed  on  their 
voyage,  if  their  wages  were  not  raised  to 
60s.  per  month. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  I  have  no  man- 
lier of  reason  to  doubt  that  the  noble  earl 
has  stated  what  the  master  told  him  very 
faithfully ;  but  I  should  have  hoped  that 
his  lordship  knew  the  world,  at  feast  the 
duties  of  his  office,  better  than  to  rely 
solely  on  the  information  of  a  person 
whose  interest  imipediately  depended  on 
misleading  him.  I  am  not  surprized, 
therefore,  though  I  do  not  believe  the 
fact,  as  coming  from  the  master,  tliat  he 
said  the  seamen  would  insist  on  50;.  per 
month  before  they  left  the  river ;  but  I 
am  much  surprized  that  he  did  not  state 
i(  much  higher,  and  that  the  noble  earl 
should  rest  satifised  with  the  report  of  a 
man  who  was  to  profit  from  the  imposi- 
tion. 

i 


Viscount  Weymo/uiL  I  do  not  dunk 
that  the  noble  lord  who  stated  the  Rooiu- 
tions  agreed  to  in  the  other  Heoie,  wm 
justified  in  making  them  any  part  oif  the 
subject  of  this  day's  debate.  We  are  not 
bound  to  adopt  tne  Resolutions  he  oieD- 
tions;  and  if  they  should  be  foondtobe 
subversive  of  the  Act  of  Navigalioo,  we 
shall  at  a  proper  time  have  an  opporta- 
nity  of  considering  them  in  the  ooly  par* 
liamentary  manner  in  which  they  can  be 
mentioned  in  this  House. 

The  House  divided:  ContenU  48^ 
Proxies  30^78.  Not-contenU  12,  Prona 
7—19. 

Protest  against  Committing  the  Amtir 
can    Prohibitory    BUL"}     'Ae  follonf 
Protest  was  entered : 
"  Dissentient' 

**  1.  Because  this  Bill,  by  coDBidenf 
the  colonies  in  America  as  a  foreigD  * 
tion,  and  declaring  war  on  them  io  M 
character,  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
an  entire  and  (we  fear)  permaoent 
ration  between  the  two  capital  putt  4 
this  empire.  It  is  new  to  behold  a  vr*^ 
making  a  separation  of  its  parts  by  a 
in  hopes  of  rt-uniting  them  by  a 
The  sovereign  power  has  hitherto 
regarded  rebellion  as  the  criminal  aA 
individuals,  and  not  the  hostility  of 
great  collective  body  of  the  oommin 
The  framers  of  this  Bill  admit  the 
pie  in  its  full  force ;  although  by 
provisions  they  every  where  contradicti 
for  whilst  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
all  to  punishment,  the  preamble  only 
dares  that  many  are  guilty;  the  1 
ture  choosing  to  be  considered  ratber 
unjust  to  particulars,  than  confess  iB 
tone  universally  odious*  Tlie  EogU 
both  sides  of  the  ocean  are  now  tMafft^ 
act  of  parliament,  to  look  on  th' 
separate  nations,  nations  suscepttk 
general  hostility,  and  proper  ^^^ 
mutual  declarations  of  war,  and 
peace.  We  are  by  this  Act 
their  minds  for  that  independaoce 
we  charge  them  with  afiecting ;  w\S^ 
drive  them  to  the  necessity  of  it  bf 
peated  injuries. 

2.  '*  Because  this  Bill  eashles  sod 
courages  the  navy  of  England  to  maki 
indiscriminate   prey  of  the  propeity 
English  subjects  trading  to  or  trtn 
colonies,  {even  of  tlie  ships  which  lie  " 
in  the  American  ports),  without 
inj^  whether  that    property   beloofi 
I  friends  or  enemies ;  to  the  dutifid  <* 
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the  disobedient.  This  plaa  of  promiscu- 
DOS  rapioe  ^unvorthy  of  the  wisdom  and 
decorum  ot  government)  must  complete 
irhat  yet  remains  to  be  completed,  of  the 
loioD  in  North  America  against  the  au- 
thority of  parliament.  ParUament,  in  this 
Billy  seems  much  more  inclined  to  distress, 
than  able  or  willing  to  protect.  In  North 
America  the  refractory  and  submissive 
nay  be  blended  together.  In  the  West 
[Doies  all  are  innocent,  i  But  all  9j[e  doom- 
^  to  a  much  more  severe  and  much  more 
certain  punishment  than  falls  upon  thte 
DOst  guilty  in  North  America.  The 
rbole  accommodation,  if  not  the  imme- 
liate  subsistence,  of  the  West  India  is- 
lads,  depends  on  a  conunerclal  connec- 
ioQ  with  the  continent,  from  which,  by 
his  Bill,  tbe^  are  expressly  restrained. 
)De  of  the  chief  and  much  the  most  plau- 
jble  of  the  complaints  made  last  year 
igainst  the  North  American  colonies,  was 
^resolution  on  their  oarlto  withhold  sup- 
ply fiom  the  sugar  pumtations.  But  this 
near  we  have  made  ourselves  to  adopt  and 
•Dctify  that  very  conduct  which  we  had 
Minted  to  the  world  in  such  odious  co- 
oars.  It  must  appear  as  if  this  Bill  was 
Mirpoeely  made  against  the  Mto^t  Indies ; 
vmI  lest  the  people  of  the  united  colonies 
Bight  return  to  sentiments  of  fraternal 
traction,  or  from  motives  of  self-interest, 
(  from  impatience  of  so  hard  a  restraint, 
bould  disobey  or  elude  the  orders  of  the 
i^agress,  and  afford  relief  to  our  innocent 
laoters  in  the  West  Indies,  it  seems  as  if 
p  act  of  the  British  parliament  came  in 
id  of  that  autliority,  and  provided  that 

0  supply  whatsoever  shall  be  carried  to 
be  West  Indies  contrary  to  the  resolution 
f  the  Congress. 

".3.  Because  this  Bill  greatly  exceeds 

1  violence  the  pattern  of  injustice  which  it 
perns  to  follow.  In  some  respects  the 
fohlbition  of  the  Congress  materially 
iffsred  from  the  prohibition  of  this  Bill : 
beirs  was  not  immediate.  Time  was 
iren  to  the  West  Indies  for  supply,  both 
HMn  America  and  other  places.  No  con* 
■cations  were  made.  We,  on  the  other 
and,  have  permitted  the  trade  from  Ame- 
ica,  as  long  as  it  was  necessary  to  save 
BiseUes  from  famine  \  and  to  enable  the 
Blonists  to  pay  their  debts.  This  supply 
iej  have  made  plentifuUy,  and  many  of 
m  debts  they  have  discfaarged  most 
onoarably.  In  return  for  this,  to  us  use* 
nl  and  honourable  behaviour,  ministry 
busing  the  bounty  of  Providence  on  the 
nt  restoratioa  o!*  domestic  plenty,  has 
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fabricated  a  Bill  for  seizing  American  v^- 
sels  now'^trading  under  the  faith  of  an  act 
of  parliament ;  no  ship  of  theirs  being  suf- 
fered to  return  to  its  own  country,  either 
from  hence,  or  from  the  West  Indies. 

'*  4.  Because  the  Bill,  not  satisfied  with 
making  predatory  war  upon  the  trade  of 
the  colpnies,  tliinks  it  necessary  to  stimu- 
late particular  avarice  and  rapacity  to  an 
activity  in  such  service)  by  rendering  cap« 
tures  of  North  American  vessels  and  gooda 
the  property  of  the  captors.  This  regula- 
tion is  now,  for  the  first  time  by  any  regular 
authority  in  this  kingdom,  to  be  adopted  in 
a  civil  contention.  We  consider  this  me- 
thod of  holding  out  the  spoil  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  for  the  reward  of  alacrity  in  civil 
wars,  as  a  source  of  the  most  dangerous 
corruption  that  can  be  conceived ;  in  the 
first  instance  to  our  navy,  and  in  its  con« 
sequence  to  our  army.  A  number  of  bold 
enterprizing  men,  trained  to  the  profession 
of  arms,  with  fortunes  to  make,  and  pro- 
motion to  be  obtained,  are  naturally  lovera 
of  war.  >^^hen  they  have,  once  tasted  ef 
emoluments  from  domestic  spoil,  they  will 
no  longer  look  on  the  commerce  of  Eng- 
land as  an  object  of  protection,  but  of 
plunder.  They  will  see  the  prosperous 
state  of  peaceful  domestic  industry,  not 
with  pleasure,  but  with  envy.  They  will 
be.  taught  to  wish  for  those  lucrative  civil 
commotions,  which  they  will  always  have 
the  means  of  provoking.  Our.  soldiers  in 
the  land  service  will  see  no  reason  for  their 
being  distinguished  from  the  marine ;  and 
they  will  call  for  the  plunder  of  .English 
trading  towns,  when  they  see  that  the  sea- 
men have  been  indulged  in  the  plunder  of 
English  trading  ships.  It  never  can  be 
safe  for  a  state  to  hold  out  an  interest  \tk 
disturbing  it,  t?o  those  who  have  the  sword 
in  their  hand.  The  greatest  republic  of 
which  history  gives  us  any  knowledge,  was 
subverted  by  this  licence  of  domestic 
plunder.  We  are  perfectly  assured,  that 
the  navy  of  England  wants  no  such  un- 
natural and  impious  encouragement  to- 
wards the  performance  of  any  duty  which 
their  known  public  spirit,  ancf  yet  uncor- 
rupked  honour,  may  make  it  fit  for  them  to 
perform.  And  it  is  no  less  on  theirs,  than 
on  the  public  account,  a  matter  of  the 
most  senous  affliction  to  us,  that  a  service 
always  looked  upon  (and  hitherto  most 
justly),  not  only  without  fear  or  jealousy, 
hut  with  the  most  partial  affection  in  every 
part  of  this  empire,  should  be  unnecessarily 
exposed  to  the  lasting  odium,  which  must 
attend  those  who  are  enriched  from  the 
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spoih  of  eitixeiis,  aniOD^  whom  Atfwmy 
be  obliged  to  spend  tbm  Kfes,  and  form 
their  conaexioai.^    Ciril  wars  (when  they 
most  be  made)  should  be  made  in  sueh 
a  manner  m  not  to  render  the  return  to 
peace  and  cordiality  impracticable*     If 
the  spoil  ordered  by  this  Act  had  been 
TeftjD  th^, crown,  the  crown  might  use 
it  as  an  encoaragement  for  a  return  to 
obedience,  and  as  a  means  of  future  ^)eace« 
It  19  now  onTy  a  provocation  through  de- 
spair and  resentment,  to  perpetual  hoeti-' 
Kty.    We  cannot  possibly  discern  how  any 
necessary    opetation   of  war  is  streng- 
thened by  this  disgrace  of  legidatore. 
But  if  the  arms  now  used  should  succeed 
so  as  to  enforce  a  temporary  and  reluctant 
c^iedience,  we  ^ee  but  too  weB,  that  this 
Bffl  wfll  leave  sudi  a  sting  in  the  minds  of 
the  colonists^  as  to  render  our  government 
there  hated  and  suspected,  tOKt  therefore 
for  ever  precarious. 

**  5.  Because  this  BiRy  by  anticipating 
alT  legal  judgment  of  the  offences  or  those 
whose  goods  are  forfeited,  overturns  one 
of  the  nvoBt  excefient  and  profoundly  con* 
sidered  parts  of  that  fundamental  law,  the 
Dedaratron  of  Rights,  which  dedares, 
*•  that  all  grants  of  fines  and  forfeitures  of 
'  particular  persons,  before  conviction,  are 
^tllegfd  and  void.*  This  provision  is  ex- 
pressly made,  lest  rapacious  ministers, 
fcerrting  confiseatidn,  or  rapacious  soldiers, 
allured  by  the  lust  of  plunder,  should  be 
fhduced  to  fbrse  or  provoke  plots  and  re- 
bellions, in  order  to  enridi  thensdves  out 
•f  the  public  disorders. 

**  6.  because  very  extensive  commerdd 
property  of  British  subjects  (implicated  by 
the  nTtture  of  commercial  iatercourte  with 
that  of  innocent  Englishmeii  residing  herey 
is  to  be  taken  out  of-  the  equitaiM\s*  juris- 
diction of  the  common  law  of  Engfatid, 
and  from  that  tnesttmabfe  bMiright  of  the 
subjects  of  thk  kingdom,  a  trial  by  jnryt 
and  carried  to  (he  court  of  Admiralty,  to 
be  tried  by  a  single  judge,  on  the  ndes  of 
an  arbitrary  fbreiffn  law. 

**  7.  Because  the  whole  scheme  of  this 
(>redatory  war  for  private  lucre,  is  put 
tinder  the  arbitrary  direction  of  certain 
commrssionerr  to  us 'unknown,  even  by 
name ;  who  have  power  to  give  duch  con^ 
tinuance  to  the  ravages  authorised  by 
this  BiH,  as  their  arbitrary  will  shafl  sug- 
gest; to  pardon,  or  except  from  pardon, 
any  number  or  description  of  persons,  and 
with  such  exceptions  as  they  shall  see  fit', 
without  any  other  rule  than  their  own  pri- 
— ^  opinion,  fimcy,  ci^tice,  fiivour»  or  re^ 
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open  or  keep  shut  any  c«mmy,  pnmaos^ 
county,  town,  district,  or  plaoe«    We  ars 
of  Opinion,  that  the  power  left,  to  the  Said 
commissioners  is  perfectlyunjustifiible  md 
unconstitutional.    It  has,  besides,  a  tea* 
dency  to  create  the  niost  shameftd  and  dbb* 
cbievous  monopolies.    The  power  «veB 
to  the  Admiralty  a<kd  tatbe  West  Lidia 
governors,  to  license  ships,  is  of  die  same 
nature.      If  such  monopolies   and  jobs 
should  not  arise  from  socn  powers,  it  is  n<^ 
fiiuh  of  this  Bin,  which,  as  if  it  had  these 
purposes  in  view,  has  taken  special  care  to 
provide  as  strong  a  temptation  as  hooimi 
nature,  set  above  law  and  reatrainty  and 
furnished  with  every  fiicility  to  comxpcioi^ 
can  pomMy  be  exposed  toL 

*'  8.  Because  we  know  nothing  of  Ae 
business  of  these  comofiasionerB,  Ibr6ier 
than  the  above  arbitrary  discietion  wift 
regard  to  pardons.  Rumour  givea  oe^ 
that  they  are  to  have  aoower  to  treat  wSi 
the  Americans  for  a  rsohess  of  their  gcwfi' 
ances.  Of  thi9,  howevet,  neitfiiei'  tfta 
speedi  from  the  throne  nor  the  Bit  btmt 
ffren  the  least  Intimation.  Aldiough,  I 
me  commisdonefs  tteat  on  this  aiAjeet  sf 
an,  acts  and  powers  of  pariiaiment  b<9B| 
the  matter  of  complaint,  Uie  cOmnuarioDear 
ought  to  derive  some  previous  antfaoriy 
firom  parliament  in  order  to  gire  wotla 
and  efficacy  to  thdr  negodationa,  and  H 
pTcaewe  some  appearance  of  disnsty  it 
ouftfcfves.  It  is  faartlly  proper,  &t  pia^^^ 
Hament  should  appear  in  no  other  li|^ 
than  as  theinstrumeat  of  penal  rrntrirfimH, 
attainder;  penahies,  and  confiscatians ;  ta 
the  maker  of  menadn^  addresses,  and  lit 
,  rejecter  of  dutiful  petitions.  It  is  hmUf  ^ 
decent  to  shew  ourselves  fierce  and  im 
flexible  here,  but  to  be  satisfied  wilb 
mittmg  unknown  persons  whom  mi 
shall  didse  in  fmure  to  appoint,  to 
pose,  in  Americas,  of  powers  and  A< 
pariiamient  at  their  pleasure;  leaving'^ 
first,  the  odium  of  rejecting  reasonaiMe  tfV^ 
quests,  aad  afterwards  the  disgrsiee  4! 
ratifying  shameful  concessbns. 

**  9.  Because  we  reject,  with  iiwllgis^ 
tion,  that  clause  of  this  Bill  which,  hyt 
refinement  in  tyranny,  and  in  a  sentenen 
worse  than  death,  obliges  the  °^'*fl>n|f  , 
men  who  shall  be  made  captives  in  WB 
predatory  war,  to  bear  arms  against 
ramilies,  kindred,  friends,  and 
and'afler  being  plundered  thense 
become  accomplices  in  plunderiai^ 
brethren.    H  there  exists  a  doubt 
to  f joad^  tlie  inflb^tion  of  opts! 
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lOTtoi  dei^itioiB,  U  flfaould  be  Decemrj 
;o  pro^e  that  a  seaman  was  a  pressed  maa 
)r  avolanteer.  The  ol>ject  ot  this  clause 
•  to  deprive  the  American  seaoMin  of  the 
dea  of  ills  being  a  pressed  mao»  as  it  de« 
dares,  *  that  he  is  to  be  coDsidered,  to  all 
ioleots  apd  purposes*  as  having  entered 
volunUrtly  into  the  service.'  By  this 
jiuie,  not  enl J  common  seamen  but  mas* 
sn  of  vessels  are»  without  regard  to  ajge 
ir  circumstancesy  or  condition*  to  be  ig« 
mniaiously  tamed  be&re  the  mast*  and 
ubjected  to  the  austere  discipline  of  the 
NWtswain.  Persons*  In  that  subordinate 
UUmif  not  being  am'mated  with  the  liberal 
ad  ingenuous  spirit  which  distinguishes 
iSc^n  in  the  navy*  and  taught  to  consider 
base  forced  volunteers  as  rebels*  will  be 
lut  too  apt  to  affgravate  the  miseries  of 
aptivity  by  insiut  and  outrage.  These 
iiMmers*  among  the  comrades  they  are 
JUiged  to  live  and  serve  with,  may*  very 
irobably*  be  often  forced  to  behold  the 
pails  of  their  honest  industry*  and  the 
latural  support  of  their  sober  families* 
fpsnderea  la  riot  and  profligate  de* 
aucbery  before  their  faces.  This  we 
Bok  upon  as  the  last  de^^ree  of  wretched- 
ISIS  and  indignity  to  which  huaaan  nature 
an  be  subjeOed.  This  cruelty*  unknown 
p  the  most  savM^  nations*  is  to  be  prac- 
M  by  Englishmen  on  Ekiglishmen*  It 
ai  been  said  in  parliament*  that  the  pay 
be  prisoners  are  to  receive  is  to  be  con* 
Uered  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  prin- 
iples  they  are  obliged  to  violate.  We  do 
ot  envy  any  one  tw  sentiment.  An  at* 
iwptis  also  made  to  justify  it  by  the  sup- 
ased  right  of  pressing;  we  cannot  con- 
l^ve  that  the  burthens  of  sutnection 
ught  ever  to  be  imposed  where  the  pr<^ 
wUdn  belonging  to  it  is  denied ;  or  that 
^Vaan-can  ever  oe  despoiled  of  his  goods 
la  foreign  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time 
Mgad  to  serve  the  slate  n  a  citiaen^ 
khis  cpaopulsion  we  have  never  heard  to 
a  practised  on  any  prisonera  in  war  or  in 
ibdlion;  nor  do  we  know  air^  example 
fit,  except  among  pirates ;  the  outlaws 
ad  enemies  of  human  society. 
^  10.  Because  a  Bill  bo  uQpreoedewted 
I.  its  nature*  apd  so  important  io  its  con- 
Bquences*  is  brought  in  at  a  time  of  year« 
'lien*  by  experience*  it  is  known,  that 
Nat  of  the  independent  members  of  both 
bases  are  called  away  by  tbeir  dopiest 
Bun,  and  when  few  but  those  in  the  imr 
Midiatepay  of  the  court*  aod  attendiiy  oia 
m  employments*  are  in  town.  This  we 
^0^va  t^  b#  dme  i»  order  to  impiraaa 


the  public  with  adelusive  idee*  that  Ooae 
measures  are  ifgreeable  to  greater  num* 
bars  in  botb  Houses,  than  in  reality  they 
are. 

**  The  only  part  of  this  Bill  which  we 
approve*  is  the  repeal  T>f  the  unjust  and 
improvident  Acts  which  have  produced  alt 
the  evil  -effiects  we  had  fore^^en*  and  none 
of  the  good  which  was  pretended  as  the 
ground  for  making  them;  Acts,  as  unfit 
for,  as  incapable  of*  execution.  But*  tp 
our  inexpressible  grief,  and  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  public  counsels  of  this  kingdom* 
ministers*  untaught  by  misfortunes*  and 
unchecked  by  disappointments*  at  the  very 
instant  they  are  obliged  to  demolish  the 
old  ftbric  of  their  oppressioo,  bb  useless 
and  mischievous*  are  building  up  another 
on  nearly  the  same  model,  and  with  the 
same  materials,  adding  only  something 
more  of  that  injustice  and  violence  which 
have  always  proved  mischievous  in  pro* 
portion  as  they  have  been  augmented...^-* 
(<Sijfffe<f^--«— Abergavenny*  Rockingliam* 
Manchester*  Abingdon,  Richmond« 
Ponsonby*  Fitswilliamji  Chedworth.*' 

December  IS.  The  order  of  tlie  day 
to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  American 
Prohibitory  Bill*  being  read. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  said,  that 
whatever  view  administration  could  have 
in  deceiving  the  public*  might  be  OMtter 
of  speculation*  and  was  what  he  would  not 
pretend  precisely  to  determine;  but  by 
the  account  in  Saturday's  Gazette*  pub* 
lished  by  authority*  it  appeared  they  were 
determined  to  brmg  the  London  Gazette 
oo  a  level  with  the  Brussels  Gazette^  pub* 
lished  durins  the  late  war«  By  the  account 
alluded  to*  he  remarked*  that  our  afbirs^ 
in  Canada  were  represented  to  be  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition;  whereas  the 
contrary  was  well  known  to  be  true*  for 
there  were  authentic  accounts  c^  a  later 
date  from  that  country,  which  said,  that 
St.  John's  was  in  the  hands  of  the  proviso 
cials*  and  that  probably  the  next  aocoants 
would  bring  advices  of  the  total  destruction 
of  general  Carleton's  army*  and  that  we  - 
were  not  in  possession  of  a  foot  of  land  in 
Canada.  His  grace*  as  well  on  account  of 
this  news*  as  the  general  importance  of  the 
Bill,  moved  that  the  commitment  might 
be  put  off  tilLafter  the  Christmas  recess. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  seoonded 
the  motion.  He  said,  that  the  merchants 
were  idamied*  and  that  in  such  a  case  he 
tboUj^  it  would.be  very  proper  to  defer  the 
fiirther  consideration  oi  m  Bill  till  after 
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Christinas,  as  in  such  a  state  of  oncer- 
tain  ty,  but  more  particularly  on  account 
of  the  a\t^rm  the  Bill  had  created  among 
the  commercial  part  of  the  nation,  the 
tonsequences  were  much  to  be  dreaded. 

The  Earl  of  SirfTolIc  said  that  the  King's 
ministers  were  fully  justified  in  causing  the 
account  relative  to  Canada  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Gazette ;  that  it  was  the  last  authen- 
tic account  received  from  that  province. 
That  the  ministry  had  received  the  ac- 
count alluded  to  by  the  noble  duke,  but 
they  had  no  right  to  pay  any  attention 
to  it,  as  it  did  n<H  come  through  a  channel 
on  which  they  could  depend ;  that  it  might 
be  very  true ;  but  whether  it  was  or  not. 
It  could  not  afect  the  present  Bill ;  be- 
ciiuse  if  Canada  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
provincials,  it  would  become  Great  Britain 
to  act  with  greater  firmness  and  vieour. 

Viscount  Towruhend  said,  that  ttie  pre- 
sent reason  for  deferring  the  commitment 
of  the  Bill,  had  no  possible  weight  with 
him.  If  an  account  of  our  prevailing  in 
this  skirmish,  or  being  defeated  in  that, 
was  to  sway  and  influence  the  British, 
councils,  it  was  a  state  he  never  expected 
to  see  them  reduced  to  ;  that  if  the  prin- 
ciple which  parliament  meant  to  pursue 
was  a  good  one,  nothing  ought  to  divert 
them  from  it ;  for  he  hoped  Uiey  had  Uie 
power  to  enforce  what  they  certainly  had 
a  right  to  claim. 

Tne  Earl  of  SA«/6ttm<?  observed,  that  no 
xnanhadahiglier  opinion  of  the  military  abi- 
lities of  general  Carleton  than  he  had ;  but 
he  could  not  wy  but  that  gentleman,  if  the 
accounts  from  Canada  were  to  be  depend- 
ed on,  had  acted  in  a  very  reprehensible 
manner  in  his  civil  capacity. 
*  Viscount  Tovmskeud  passed  the  highest 
encomiums  on  general  Carleton.  He  said 
there  was  not  a  braver  nor  more  capable 
officer  in  the  service.  That  what  he  had 
•aid  relative  to  his  not  having  a  suiHcient 
ibrce  to  oppose  the  rebels,  was  not  so 
much  in  point  of  numbers  as  discipline. 
^  The  Earl  of  Shelburnt  repeated  his  en- 
tire approbation  of  general  Carleton  as  an 
officer,  but  he  said  he  had  done  many 
things  for  which  he  believed  he  or  his  prin- 
cipal would  be  made  answerable.  That 
he  should  not  now  trouble  their  lordships 
on  that  head,  but  he  hoped  that  the  day 
was  not  very  far  distant,  when  the  matter 
would  be  fully  cleared  up.  As  to  the  want 
of  force,  or  want  of  discipline,  the  general 
could  not  help  that,  it  behoved  those  only 
who  neglected  that  service  to  answer  for 
bis  want  of  (ucoeiub  ' 
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The  motion  was  then  negatived  witfaoot 
a  division. 


Dec.  m.    The 
time.    On  the  motion-  that  it  do 

The  Marqub  of  Rockingham  said :  I 
have  a  Petition  to  present  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Bristol,  complaiBing  of  the  hax^ 
shins  they  are  likely  to  sofier,  should  this 
Bid  pass  mtoa'law.  I  do  not  mean  to  oppose 
the  Bill  in  this  stage,  bat  purely  to  explain 
a  matter  rdative  to  the  object  of  this  peti* 
tion.  When  this  petition  was  offiered  ts 
be  presented  in  the  committee  by  a  nobk 
duke  now  absent,  (duke  of  Mandiester) 
the  noble  earl  over  the  way  (lord  Saad- 
wich)  rose  and  obaerved,  that  he  bads 
clause  which  would  entiiely  obviate  the 
apprehensions  expressed  in  the  petitibB. 
The  noble  duke,  on  this  asaarance,  s^ 
quiesced ;  but  it  has  since  been  diaooverei 
by  the  friends  of « the  petition,  that  Ae 
clause  by  no  means  comes  up  to  the  idea 
or  wishes  of  the  pedtionen.  It  ia  on  ihrt 
account,  therefore,  I  would  recommcBi 
to  your  lordships,  to  bestow  some  attenliai 
to  the  clause.  The  amendment  I  aOoda 
to  is  that  which  fixes  the  time  for  ddp 
not  immediately  coming  within  the  del* 
cription  of  this  BiU,  from  the  1st  of  Jaav* 
aiy  to  the  1st  of  August.  Astherestrw* 
log  Bills  of  last  year  permitted  the  impoil* 
ation  of  lumber  and  other  commodMi^ 
from  America  into  the  West  India 
and  as  by  this  BiU  provisions  are 
which  entirely  alter  the  nature  of  that  i 
.i^ulgence,  and  annex  different  coadiina 
what  will  be  the  consequence,  bat  thit 
goods  shipped  under  the  faith  of  the  t«t 
restraining  Acts,  will  be  liable  to 
tion  and  seizure,  frtmi  not  knowing 
the  law  has  been  altered  by  the 
Bill  ?  To  remedy  this  unprecedenteii 
ahip  and  injustice,  I  would  change  lit 
commencement  of  the  operation^  llil. 
BHl'from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  Itf  # 
March,  by  which  means  persons  co» 
ed  in  the  West  India  trade  will  have  ti 
notice  of  the  alteration  made  by  this 
and  have  it  in  their  power  to  preveot 
setsores  which  must  otherwise  be  tiw 
evitable  conseqnence  of  their  want  of 
formation* 

The  Earl  of  SuJbiL    It 
extraordinary  that  tnis  Bill  should,  n 
staffe,  meet  with  an  opposition,  tdket 
ing  neen  so  fbll^  before  debated.     For 
part,  I  think  dispatch  is  now  becoaae 
cessary ;  and,  for  that  reason,  I  ahaU 
be  for  admitting  any  fiirther  debgr«    At 
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the  petition  the  noble  marquis  now  offers 
to  presentj  I  take  it  to  be  entirely  irregu- 
lar. The  question  now  before  your  lord- 
ibips  cannot  relate  to  any  particular  clause 
N*  amendment  in  the  Bill ;  those  are  al- 
ready decided  on. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  It  is,  in  my  opi- 
aioD,  totally  irregular,  in  this  stage  of  the 
Bill,  to  offer  any  matter  whatever,  but 
f  hat  may  go  to  the  total  rejection  of  the 
Bill.  The  matter  now  urged  should  have 
)een  offered  on  the  report.  It  is  now  too 
ate,  and  consequently  I  shall  be  for  hav- 
ng  the  aaestion  now  before  the  House 
trictiy  adnered  to. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  differ  ex- 
remely  from  the  noble  marquis  in  the 
ionstniction  of  the  clause  alluded  to.  No 
)iU  ever  passed  both  Houses  in  a  more 
ieNbenite  manner  than  the  present.  It 
ras  maturely  considered  and  debated  in 
he  other  House.  That  House  shewed 
ivery  possible  inclination  to  render  it  as 
alatable  as  was  consistent  with  the  princi- 
lie  of  it ;  and  admitted  several  alterations, 
D  order  to  render  it  innoxious  to  all  those 
Ipinst  whom  it  was  not  immediately  di* 
ected.  I  took  the  liberty  to  propose 
onae  amendments  myself,  to  render  it 
till  less  liable  to  objections  which  might 
e  made  by  such  as  imagined  their  pro- 
lerty  to  be  affected ;  yet,  after  all  this 
oncession,  to  come  in  this  stage  to  offer 
Ksh  dandies  and  amendments,  is,  I  con- 
GBs,  what  I  did  not  at  all  look  for  or  ex- 
tct  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
mendment  suggested  were  to  take  place, 
:  would,  in  a  great  measure,  totally  de- 
eat  the  intentions  of  the  Bill,  by  enabling 
D  the  parties  to  ship  such  quantities  of 
9ods  under  that  indulgence,  that  every 
obstantial  operation  of  the  Bill  would  be 
tevented.  It,  however,  any  seizures  should 
appen,  on  account  of  want  of  information, 
i  will  be  a  good  ground  for  obtaining  such 
idress  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
lay  deserve;  but  as  to  making  any 
mendment,  which  might  open  a  door  for 
oUusion,  I  am  totally  against  it. 

The  Earl  of  SheUnime,  1  should  have 
luNight  myself  precluded  'from,  opposing 
he  Bin  in  this  stage,  after  having  so  fully 
xpressed  my  sentiments  on  the  second 
Biding,  if  I  had  not  considered  myself 
■Bed  on  to  inform  your  lordships  of  a 
articular  circumstance,  which  has  come 
0  my  own  knowledge,  as  well  as  to  state 
n  objection  or  two  to  the  Bill,  which  did 
lot  occur  to  me  when  first  I  delivered  my 
emiments  on  this  subject.  Tbef|ictis»^at 
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a  merchant,  whom  I  never  saw  before,  ap- 
plied to  me,  and  told  me,  that  a  g^eat  number ' 
of  vessels  were  now  loading,  under  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  restraining  Act  of 
last  year ;  that  the  proprietors  of  those 
vessels  and  cargoes,  would  be  liable  to 
have  them  seized  and  confiscated :  this  he 
represented  as  a  grievous  hardship,  as  the 
merchants  were  brought  into  this  predica- 
ment, by  the  confidence  they  had  in  a 
British  act  of  parliament!  I  told  the  gen-  ' 
tleman,  he  would  have  acted  much  more 
prbperlv,  to  have  applied  to  your  lord- 
ships ror  redress :  but  I  nevertheless 
thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  it,  as  a 
matter  well  deserving  your  lordships'  con- 
sideration. On  a  former  occasion,  I  spoke 
very  fully  to  this  Bill ;  but  I  cannot  avoid 
mentioning  one  part  of  it,  the  concluding 
clause^  which  authorizes  the  crown  to  dele-  ' 
gate  to  others  the  poi^^er  of  pardoning; 
and  I  understand,  smce  I  last  delivered 
my  thoughts  on  this  subject,  ah  amend- 
ment has  been  made,  to  prevent  any  doubt 
which  might  hereafter  arise  by  the  penning 
of  the  clause,  of  such  a  right  being  inhe- 
rent in  the  crown.  I  have,  my  lords,  con- 
sulted several  able  lawyers  on  the  subject, 
and  not  one  of  them  has  acceded  to  the 
doctrine  in  its  full  extent.  I  have  looked 
into  several  great  authorities,  as  Ihey  lie 
scattered  in  books,  concerning,  this  doc- 
trine, and  not  one  of  them  come  up  to  the 
language  of  this  Bill.  One  of  them  in 
particular  lays  great  stress  on  the  statute 
passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  8^  which 
takes  away  this  delegated  power  from  the 
lords  marchers,  and  vests  it  for  ever  solely 
in  the  crown.  In  short,  after  the  best  en- 
quiries I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  this  daim  of  delegating  the 
power  of  pardoning  in  the  lump  is  at  all 
inherent  in  the  crown.  Some  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  power  may  be  given  by  his 
Majesty  to  individuals,  others  in  the  lump, 
others  in  America  only  ;  but  not  one,  that 
it  is  inherent  in  the  crown  generally  and 
unconditionally.  Informed  as  I  am,  I 
speak  with  all  possible  diffidence  on  a  sub- 
ject of  such  a  nature,  and  with  all  possi- 
ble deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lords  present,  who  declared 
when  this  subject  was  last  under  discus* 
sion,  clearly  in  support  of  this  power ;  but 
yet,  after  all,  I  trust  the  noble  lords  will 
excuse  me  for  expressing  a  wish,  that  a  * 
point  of  such  magnitude,  a  legal  question 
mvolvingin  itsuch  important  consequences, 
were  not  hurried  till  an  opportunity  were 
given  to  consider  this  matter  more  fuDy, 
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at  wbich  tme  %  noMe  lord,  wboM  aUie  of 
health  will  not  permit  him  itt  present  to 
atteod,  (lord  Canukn)  may  probably  be 
abl^  to  deliver  his  opioioD,  and  this  House, 
aod  the  natioB  at  Urge,  be  satisfied  that 
an  improper  power  is  not  vested  in  the 
crown  bv  this  BUI.  The  Greeks  and  Bo* 
mans  had  some  wars  of  the  kind  that  is  now 
carryins  on  against  America  by  this  coun* 
try.  Tney  never  gave  them  the  name  of 
rebellions,  npr  act^  a;^ixut  them  as  alien 
enemies.  The  latter,  in  one  of  a  similar 
nature,  called  it  the  Social  War.  I  call 
this  a  Constitutional  War.  I  say  this  Bill 
is  fraught  with  innumerable  mis<mie&«  In* 
ftead  of  exacting  obedience,  it  declares 
nothipg  but  a  wish  for  separation  ^  it  me« 
dita^  open  destruction,  not  coercion.  It 
ffoes  not  to  the  punishment  of  rebels  and 
Uie  protection  ot  the  innocent.  It  is  made 
contrary  to  every  rule  observed  in  commo* 
lions  of  this  kind.  Instead  of  being  di» 
rected  against  individuals,  who  are  the  sup- 
posed authors  of  this  rebelliop,  it  is  carried 
on  as  if  against  foreign  enemies ;  war  is 
made  on  the  community  at  large.  In  fin^, 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  to  punish  the 
innocent,  as  well  as  the  guilty.  >But  if 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  be  bad,  the  provi* 
aions  of  It  are  still  worse.  To  carry  it 
iato  e3(ecution,  what  are  you  to  do  i  The 
framers  of  the  Bill,  in  order  to  stifle  and 
iude  the  fixed  aversion  the  people  in  ge- 
neral entertain  for  the  service,  nave  pro- 
vided that  the  plunder  shall  be  shared 
ampug  the  captors,  by  way  of  encourage- 
mant.  What  is  this  but  sacrificing  the 
merchant  to  the  seamap  ?  Again,  the  glar- 
ing cruelty  and  injustice  of  such  a  proce- 
dure, have  induced  the  friends  of  the  Bill 
to  admit  some  clauses,  in  order  to  soften 
the  unexampled  rigour  of  the  hardships 
complained  of.  Thus  the  seaman  in  turn 
is  sacrificed  to  the  merchant.  In  such  a 
fitate  of  uucertainty,  what  are  we  to  con- 
clude from  this  heterc^neous  mixture  of 
indulgence  and  severity,  by  which  the 
inen^bapt  is  neither  sure  of  nis  property, 
nor  the  seaman  oftb^  nroduce  or  bis  cap- 
ture, whea  all  will  be  law,  lit^ation,  and 
4?onfusion  i  It  directly  calls  to  my  memoir 
the  story  relative  to  sir  Chvles  Waser,  af- 
li^ied  to  in  a  fqrmer  debate  by  a  nflbla  and 
learned  lord  f  lAausfield)  who  after  taking 
a  very'valuama  priae,  and  having  her  coa- 
demnedj  when  the  balance  came  to  be 
alrmck,  found  himself  a  considerable  loser. 
Qn  the  whole,  I  think  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  wrow^,  the  provisions  absura^  opprea- 
live»  cvuel,  aM  camfadiotory,  apd  tha 
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measure  taken  t^igetbeMoUielaitd^grtf, 
hasty,  rash,  unjust,  and  ruinous. 

Lord  M(uufidd>  I  did  not  oons  pes. 
pared  the  last  day  this  Bill  was  uodsrcoa* 
sideration  to  speak  to  it,  thougb  I  deli- 
vered my  sentiments  upon  some  pftVnltr 
matters  which  happened  then  to  coineiBto 
discussion;  nor  should  I  now  troid^Iejou 
lordships,  did  not  I  think  myielf  csDed 
upon  to  assign  my  reasons  for  aaieDtiagts 
it.  The  noble  lord  says,  this  Bill  ii  hisfcf, 
rasli,  ruinous,  and  unjust.  I  shall  bs|Ui 
patience  of  the  House,  while  I  endanw 
to  exculpate  myself  from  that  part  of  da 
censure  winch  may  be  presumed  to  UI  tt 
my  sbar^,  as  giving  it  my  suppoitsriM 
from  the  fullest  conviction  of  its  utter  m 
cessity  \^  the  present  state  of  thio^  Bt» 
fore,  however,  I  speak  to  the  priadple  4 
the  Bill,  I  shall  explain  one  matter,  vkick 
has  been  frequently  mentioned.  It  kv 
been  objected,  that  one  of  the  dauKi  ki 
a  retrospective  view«  as  it  legalizes  lU  m 
zures  made  before  the  passing  of  thii  tt 
Thisi  my  lords,  is  not  unusual:  it  hai|ii» 
deed,  been  the  uniform  practice  in  aNi 
cases.  It  is  founded  in  justice ;  becsoKl 
such  seizures  were  made  wantonlj,  « 
without  cause,  and  not  upon  the  oif 
ground  on  which  they  can  be  fairly  ia 
fended,  that  of  manifestly  advancing  tki 
public  service,  the  clause  in  this  811  si 
not  protect  or  indemnify  any  act  of  AH 
kind.  Besides,  what  is  the  true  1^  €Q» 
struction  of  this  clause?  Not,  sordj,!! 
seize  the  property  and  confiscate  it  Ma 
only  to  defend  the  actors  against  peiaai 
actions,  the  persons  complaiming  bemgidl 
left  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  their  remedji 
law,  in  order  to  recover  their  propertj,€ 
the  val^ie  of  it.  It  would,  inoee4  ^  '^ 
possible  for  officers  in  high  command  tes>^ 
if  for  measures  taken  tor  the  good  cftkl 
state,  they  should  be  liable  afterwardill 
be  ruined  by  the  almost  infinity  of  soitslM 
might  be  instituted  against  them,  whea  Al 
commotions  were  over,  and  every  tUnf^ 
turned  into  its  former  tranquil  stata  itl 
noble  lord  seems  to  doubt  the  right  of  ^ 
legating  the  '  power  of  pardoning  bdi| 
inherent  in  the  crown ;  tot  my  par^  I  ■! 
perfectly  clear  it  has  from  the  fisit 
olishment  of  the  monarchy. 
Gage  exercised  it  on  a  late 
where,  by  prockuiationy  be  proquiedfssr 
dons  to  every  man  in  America,  bat  M 
or  two  individuals.  It  has  been  sl«9 
the  practice.  Everv  general  of  aissi^fb 
acting  against  rebels,  ia  vested  witt  IP 
poar^r*    4iuiead^Ibdi«v%tbim9t*«rM 
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rab^HMi  in  this  counftfy^  of  its  doiiii« 
kmsy  ID  wlndi  this  power  was  not  ao* 
iiBj  eieniised.    The  rebek  taken  in 
715  St  Preston,  daimed  it  as  an  agree* 
«%  Si  the  terms  of  capitolation*    It 
m  Dflt  granted ;  but  the  power  wasnerer 
apatsd*    A  aigbt  or  two  aoo  I  was  read- 
if  the  Roister,  a  book  of  the  first  law 
Btheritj  extant.    It  is  full  of  origioal 
fitB.    So  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward 
» I  find  this  dpctrine  of  pardoning  in  the 
A^  fully  confirmed.    I  found  there  a 
^mut  petuMetfi^  directed  by  that  king 
rcertaiii  perKms  therein  mentioned^  to 
nrdon  all  the  people  of  Galloway.    Was 
Dt  this  pardoning  In  tlie  himp  ?  Was  not 
III  pardoning  a  whole  community  >  As 
» the  original  matter  that  gave  rise  to 
^  Biil,  I  always  was  of  opinion  thai  the 
lopls  ef  America  were  as  much  bound 
y  ^y  the  aeu  of  the'Brkiali  pariitment, 
r  tbs  iahabttants  of  London  and  Middle^ 
tt.   I  always  thoueht,  that  eirer  since 
It  peace  of  P&ris^  the  northern  colonies 
M  meditatmg  a  state  of  independency 
I  this  cenntry.    They  hate  told  yon  as 
ith  Id  one  of  the  piMicatioas  of  tfaifr 
Mtinenta)  congress,  wherein  Ihey  thank 
Evidence,  for  inspHrbg  their  enemies 
ilh  the  vesoliicion  of  not  attempting  to 
My  their  schemes  of  dominion  into  exo- 
itiooi  till  they  had  arrived  it  a  growth 
iditreagth  soflrcient  to  resist  them.    I 
IH  not  a  doubt  on  my  mind  but  this  has 
ess  their  imeiftion  from  the  period  I  ai- 
ds to.    Whatever  might  be  their  wishes 
ifere  that  tine,  their  situation  rendered 
iibnvaaicabley  because  it  was  this  coun- 
y  tntt  Could  alone  protect  them  against 
te  power  of  France,  to  which  their  whole 
tatier  lay  exposed.    But  aHowing  that 
I  their  professions  wem  gewnine,  that 
leir  indtnatloaB  were  those  of  duty  and 
tipeet  towanb  this  country,  that  thev 
ltt»ed  into  the  present  rebetliott  throngfa 
hy  jatrigues  and  arts  of  a  few  factious  and 
tfbicious  men,  or  those  who  nltibately 
krected  them;  that  the  Stamp  Act wsa 
vong,  that  the  Declaratory  Law  mightas- 
W  the  supremacy  over  ttiat  conntiy,  hot 
ought  never  to  oe  exercised,  nor  amount 
ft  more  than  such  a  power  as  his  present 
Isjesty   claims    over   the   kingdom    of 
mce,  a  mere  nominal  dominion,  that  no 
^ps  should  be  sent  into  that  coimtryi 
^  to  defend  them,  without  their  own 
6rmi»ioo  ;    that  the    Admiralty  courts 
^W  never  be  made  to  extend  there, 
^ghhy  the  triri  by  jury,  the  parties' 

s^that-ofenders 


against  the  kws  and  aotfaotitT  of  tfna' 
oouiltry  sbonld  be  tried  for  ofiences  by 
persons  wim  themselves  were  ready  to  do* 
claro  they  did  not  think  the  charges  cri^ 
minal }  Uiat  no  restraints  aheilld  be  hwl 
upon  their  commercot  though  that  great 
bmirark  of  the  riches  and  commerce  of 
this  country,  the  Act  of  NavisatioD,  de^ 
ponded  bn  such  restraints ;  Umt  every 
measure  hitherto  taken  to  compel  submis- 
sion to  the  parliamentary  authority  of  tfaio 
country^  was  cruel  and  unjust ;  tmit  every 
ministry  in  this  countrv  were  tyrannie  am 
oppressive,  and  that  the  last  is  worst  dt, 
all.  Yet,  admitting  all  this  to  be  true^ 
my  lords,  wliat  are  we  to  do  I  Are  we  to 
rest  inactive,  with  our  aiTms  folded,  till 

asindl  thmk  proper  to  begm  the  aS- 
,  and  gam  strength  to  do  it  with  ef^ 
feet }  We  are  now  in  such  a  situation,  that 
we  nmst  either  fight  or  be  pursued.  What 
a  Swedish  genend  said  to  his  nien^  in^h* 
reign  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  just  ai  the 
eve  of  a  bitttle,  is  extremely  dppUcable  to 
ua  at  present :  Pointing  to  the  enemy, 
who  were  marchiM  down  to  engage  them^ 
said  be,  ^*  My  lads^  you  see  Ume  men* 
vender;  if  you  do  not  kill  them,  they  #ill 
kiH  tou."  If  we  do  not,  my  lovds,  gel 
the  better  of  America,  America  wffl  gel 
the  better  of  us.  We  do  not  fear,  at  pre* 
sent,  that  they  wfll  attack  us  at  home} 
but  consider,  on  the  other  hand,  wImH  wiH 
be  the  fate  of  the  si^ar  island! ;  whet  will 
be  the  fiite  of  eur  trade  to  tliat  country. 
That,  my  lords,  is  m  most  important  eev* 
sideration;  it  is  the  best  feather  in*  our 
win|f.  The  people  of  America  ase  pre* 
paring  to  raise  a  navy ;  they  haw^  bc^na 
in  part;  trade  wUl  beget  opulence,  and 
Inr  that  means  they  wQl  be  enabled  to  hire 
ships  f^om  foreign  powers^.  It  is  said^  the 
present  war  fa  only  disfenaive  on  the  pert 
of  America,  b  tnat  the  ctee  ?  Is  the  at« 
tack  on  Canada,  or  the  attempt  on  Halifini 
a  defensive  war  ?  Is  the  prohibiting  att 
trade  and  commerce  with  every  oth^r  past 
of  the  dominions  of  the  British  empire^ 
with  Ireland,  for  whoaii  they  express  sudi 
friendly  sentiments,  is  starving  the  sunr 
iilands,  acting  on  the- defensive  ?  No; 
tliough  those  people  never  offended,  nor 
oppressed  tis,  we  will  distrem  them,  sa^ 
they,  because  that  will  be  Stressing 
Great  Britafai.  Are  we,  in  the  midst  « 
all  the  outrages  of  hostility,  of  seiziiw  our 
ships,  entering  our  provinces  at  the  need 
of  numerous  armies,  seizbg  our  forts,  tot 
stand  idle,  because  we  are  told  Ais  is  an 
unjust  war,  and  wait  till  they  have  broi|g1il 
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dieir  arms  to  bar  very  doors.  TI19  last 
Datch  war  was  generally  undentood  to 
be  unjust;  yet  that  did  not  prerent  us 
from  repelling  the  invaders,  when  they 
came  up  to  burn  our  navy  at  Chatham. 
The  causes  of  the  late  war  were  much 
condemned,  but  that  did  not  prevent  us 
from  pursuing  it  With  vigour.  Indeed, 
the  nature  of  all  war'  is  such,  it  bught  to 
be  carried  on  with  vigour,  till  the  objects 
which  caused  it  are  either  obtained  or 
abandoned.  Neither,  I  trust,  is  the  case 
in  the  present  instance. 
The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

Further  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the 
American  Prohibitory  Biil,^  Dec.  21. 
A  Message  from  the  Lords,  acquainting 
the  House  with  the  Amendments  they 
had  made  in  the  American  Prohibitory 
Bill.  Sir  Grey  Cooper  moved,  that  the 
said  Amendments  be  now  taken  into  con- 
nderation. 

Mr.  Hartley.  Sir,  upon  this  pause 
which  is  o&red  to  you  bv  the  return  of 
this  Bill  from  the  Lords,  I  confew  that  1 
feel  a  kind  of  superstition  to  wish  for  one 
last  word  to  deprecate  the  fiual  blow,  and 
that  our  unremitted  opposition  and  re* 
teonstrance  from  the  first  to  the  very  last 
stage  of  this  Bill  may  remain  as  a  memo- 
rial, that  some  of  us,  at  least,  lament  this 
final  aeparation  of  America  with  an  affec- 
tionate regret.  We  are  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  all  our  entreaties  and  re- 
monstrances are  in  vain.  An  inflexible 
majority  in  parliament  have  now  declared 
all  America  to  be  an  independent  hostile 
state.  Disputes  originally  between  admi- 
nistration and  America,  are  become,  by 
the  influence  of  administration,  the  ground 
of  a  parliamentary  war  with  America. 
The  sense  of  the  nation  is  not  with  that 
war,  and  I  trust  it  never  will  be.  How- 
ever, speaking  in  parliament  to  ministers 
as  they  seem  determined  to  drive  all  things 
to  extremities,  I  must  ask  whether  you* 
are  to  expect  that  while  you  burn  their 
towns,  take  or  destroy  their  ships  and  pro- 
perty, they  will  sit' with  their  arms  folded, 
or  whether  they  will  not  be  driven  to  repel 
Injury  by  injury.  You  have  found  their 
active  powers  of  defence  by  the  experi- 
ence or  the  last  year,  when  by  your  orders 
the  shedding  of  the  first  civil  blood  was 
precipitated  on  the  fatal  19th  of  April,  be- 
fore your  pretended  conciliatory  motion 
could  be  proposed  to  any  of  the  American 
assemblies  ^  Why  were  you  found  un- 
guarded in  Canada?   You  have  lost  all 
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Canada.  Two  regiments  are  taken  pri« 
soners*  Your  offi^rs  are  hostages,  sad 
yet  you  proceed  in  this  unjust  sad  inns- 
tural  war,  with  fire,  swoni,  and  npiac 
What  fiuther  hostages  may  fall  iato  theic 
hands  at  Boston,  or  what  blood  of  our  ftl- 
low  subjects  may  be  shed' there,  I  ooDtaa- 
plate  with  horror.  I  dread  some  &Ib1 
event  there.  Public  report  threscem. 
When  the  provincials  shall  hear  the  ftte 
of  their  late  and  last  petition,  and  when 
they  see  all  prospect  of  peace  becooa 
desperate,  what  can  you  expect  bat  tbit 
they  should  exert  every  power  to  datiof 
your  land  forces  in  America  doring  t» 
s^eriiy  of  the  winter,  before  yoo  can  n^ 
port  or  relieve  them.  Who  will  be  » 
swerable  for  these  things  ?  When  thii  Bil 
of  rapine,  which  now  lies  before  yoa,gAli 
them,  they  will  set  themsdves  to  retalitfi 
upon  your  fleet.  Your  land. force  hs 
been  oisgraced  and  annihilated  in  the  frit 
campa^,  notwithstanding^all  your  boat- 
ings. Are  we  not  then  to  expect  tht 
those  ministers  of  vengeaace  who  M 
press  on  a  naval  war  with  America,  M 
be  responsible  to  their  country,  for  tla 
consequences  ai  their  headstrong  ises* 
sures,  if  the  navy  of  this  countiy  abooM 
be  brought  to  disgrace  and  defeat  Wf^ 
the  consequences.  If  you  send  large  shfi 
they  will  not  be  able  to  act ;  if  smul  oai% 
may  they  not  be  overpowered  ?  Cooate 
the  distance  of  your  operations.  Evoy 
port  ill  America  will  be  a  Dunkirk  to  jsi» 
We  know  their  skill  and  bravery  as  p» 
vateers  in  the  last  war.  In  anv  case^ 
are  laying  the  foundation  of  anhoetileaift 
rine  in  America,  wliich  baa  been  sol 
ought  to  be  the  source  of  the  marise  4 
Great  Britain.  I  cannot  be  an  adviser  c 
a  well  wisher  to  any  of  the  vindictive  ofSi 
rations  against  America,  because  I  tbifc 
the  cause  unjust ;  but  at  the  same  tine  I 
must  be  equally  earnest  to  secure  BiiliA 
interests  from  destruction  ;  neither  a  lifr 
tory  of  Great  Britain  over  America,  a# 
of  America  over  Great  Britain  can  ttm 
any  matter  of  triumph.  Both  are  eqai^f 
destructive.  If  nothing  can  abate  v«i 
fury  against  the  Americans  in  this  Diifli» 
terial  war,  we  shall  expect  at  least  M 
you  should  guard  our    own   vuloecaUl 

1)arts.  Are  you  guarded  at  Newfooa^ 
and?  Are  you  prepared  agaiostaayi 
pedition  of  retaliation  if  the  prorind 
should  meditate  any  thing  to  the  deMS* 
tion  of  your  fislieries  there?  Admini** 
tion  have  been  tlie  aggressors  in  e^sj 
thing,  step  by  step.    By  this  fiiUl  KB  • 
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tparatkm  you  now  declare  the  Americans 
I  be  enemies  in  fomiy  therefore  it  is  your- 
het  that  force  upon  them  the  rights  of 
lemies.  You  roust  now  be  responsible 
» jour  country  for  the  events  of  your  own 
ir,  to  which  they  have  been  so  reluctant 
id  you  so  precipitate.  When  this  coun- 
f  soaiJ  come  to  open  its  eyes,  to  see  and 
feel  the  consequences,  they  wiir  know 
'  whom  to  require  an  account.  Sir»  I 
aU  now  move  you,  instead  of  agreeing 
the  amendments  of  the  Lords,  to  ad- 
iim  the  consideration  of  them  for  si|c> 
ftkn ;  1  confess  with  very  litde  hopes  of 
srting  this  Bill,  but  as  I  told  you  at  my 
t-iet,  from  a  superstitious  feeling  in  my 
iod,  to  perform  the  last  ceremonial  office 
afection  and  everlasting  farewell  to 
ace  and  to  America.  The  fate  of 
Mrica  is  cast.  You  may  bruise  its  heel, 
tt  you  cannot  crush  its  head.  It  will  re- 
re  again.  The  new  world  is  before 
Bm.  Liberty  is  theirs.  They  have  pos- 
Mon  of  a  free  government,  their  birth* 
^  and  inheritance,  derived  to  them 
m  their  parent  state,  which  the  hand  of 
lience  cannot  wrest  from  them.  If  you 
U  cast  them  off,  my  last  wish  is  tp  them; 
V  ^^7  E^  ^°^  prosper!  When  the 
nl  penod  of  this  once  happy  country 
all  overtake  ourselves,  either  through 
mult  or  tyranny,  may  another  Phoenix 
le  out  of  our  ashes! 

Sir  Joseph  Matvbey  seconded  the  mo* 
Ml.  He  spoke  chiefly  to  the  means  em- 
oyed  by  ministers,  their  tools,  and  par* 
tans,  to  obtain  addresses  to  the  throne, 
e  observed,  that  every  nerve  had  been 
raioed  to  procure  those  paltry  addresses, 
Hn  every  remote,  obscure,  indigent 
see,  that  had  the  name  of  a  corporation, 
MB  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  tne  other; 
it  in  other  places,  where  the  objection 
poverty  dia  not  hold  good,  the  most  in- 
Dous  methods  had  been  adopted.  In 
me,  no  county  meetings  were  called,  to 
ke  the  sense  of  the  freeholders;  in 
hefs,  a  few  profligate  and  corrupt  ma- 
itrates,  under  the  influence  of  some  silly 
rdling,  some  court  sycophant,  or  servile 
ick  in  office,  assembled  in  private  rooms : 
'  if  in  the  usual  place  for  holding  such 
eetings,  locked  themselves  in,  and  ex- 
uded all  the  wealthy,  respectable,  and 
dependent  citizens  or  townsmen,  and 
len  fabricated  the  most  fulsome,  adula- 
«v,  and  shameful  addresses.  Those  they 
id  the  effrontery  to  carry  to  the  foot  of 
le  throne,  as  the  genuine  sentiments  of 
le  people;  though  nothing  could  be  more 
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false,  for  they  belied  the  wishes  as  well  as 

Crevailios  opinions  of  the  very  constituent 
odies  whose  public  acts  they  were  pre- 
tended to  be:  and  thus  the  prince  was 
deceived,  the  nation  dishonoured,  and  ita 
interests  sacriflced,  to  the  deep  and  dan« 
gerous  machinations  of  a  desperate  faction. 
Addresses  were  hawked  about  from  parish 
to  parisif,  from  house  to  house ;  promises, 
threats,  and  various  means  equally  unjus* 
tifiable  were  employed.  The  most  abject 
and  abandoned,  who  were  neither  entitled 
by  property,  or  franchise,  were  hired  to 
give  a  sanction  to  those  iniquitous  prov 
ceedings.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
to  what  he  called  the  barbarous  warfare, 
carrying  on  against  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  American  sea  coasts;  and  termed 
it  an  hellish  policy  of  making  war  upon 
old  men,  women,  children,  and'  other  in- 
nocent and  defenceless  persons. 

Mr.  Bayley  insisted  on  the  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  West  India  islands.  He 
was  fully  convinced,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  those  islands  must  be  starved;  and 
though  they  should  not,  their  crops  must 
be  lost,  as  they  had  not  nearly  lumber 
enough  to  save  the  present;  that  such 
being  the  case,  the  proprietors  must  be 
ruined,  and  the  consequences  would  in  the 
end  reach  the  merchants,  so  as,  he  feared, 
to  bring  on  a  general  bankruptcy  among 
those  in  any  manner  interested  in  the  West 
India  trade. 

Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that  this 
Bill,  in  its  passage  through  this  House,  re« 
lative  to  the  point  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  who-  spoke  last,  was  solely  de- 
fended bv  administri^tion  on  the  ground 
that  provisions  might  be  had  from  the  Flo- 
ridas,  and  flour  and  lumber  from  Quebec ; 
that  both  those  resources  were  known  al- 
ready to  have  no  existence.  For  the  Flo- 
ridas  had  not  provisions  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  few  inhabitants ;  and  no  supply 
could  be  expected  from  Quebec  of  any 
kind.  For  probably,  by  this  time,  we  were 
not  in  possession  of  a  foot  of  land  in  that  - 
province.  From  whence,  he  asked,  is  the 
supply  of  either  lumber  or  provisions  to 
come  ?  This  was  a 'matter  of  weighty  con- 
sideration. He  remarked,  with  severity, 
on  those  who  caused  shameful  misrepre- 
sentations of  facts  to  be  published  in  the 
Gazette.  He  quoted  several  instances 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in 
America,  in  proof  of  this  assertion. 

The  motion  was  negativedi   and   tb» 
Amendments  agreed  to. 
[4B] 
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Trial  of  the  Duchess  of,  Kingston.*"]     No- 
vember ^.     .Lord  Man&id  observed, 
that  a  bill  of  indictment  had  been  found 
bv  the  grand  jury  for  Middlesex,  against 
Eli^beth  duchess  dowager  of  Kingston ; 
that  a  copy  of  that  indictment,  together 
vith  the  Certiorari,  had  been  laid  before 
their  lordships  agreeable  to  order.    The 
agent  for  the  prosecution  had  been  asked, 
«  Whether  he  was  apprised  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  sentence  oDtained  from  the  ec- 
clesiastical court  f''    He  had  answered  af- 
firmatively, **  That  he  was  apprised  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  sentence,  but  never- 
theless he  meant  to  pursue  the  indictment.'* 
Such  being  the  intention  of  the  prosecu- 
tors, it  remained  with  their  lordships  to 
settle  only  the  time  and  place  of  trial. 
This  was  a  matter  entirely  within  their 
own  jurisdiction ;  their  lordships  possessed 
the  right  of  adjusting  every  formality  ne- 
cessary to  the  trial  of  peers,  and  thej  were 
competent  to  the  exercise  of  that  right  in 
a  manner  most  suitable  to  their  own  ideas. 
The  king  and  peers  of  the  realm  formed 
a  court  of  judicature  altogether  consonant 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution ;    but' 
whether  the  trial  of  a  peer  was  carried  on 
in  the  Parliament  Chamber,  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall, a  church,  or  in  any  other  spa- 
cious building,  was  altogether  immaterial ; 
immemorial  usage  had  vested  the  power 
of  place  and  tipae  in  their  lordships'  breasts. 
If  the  trial  of  the  lady  whose  mdictinent 
had  given  rise  to  this  deliberation  should 
be  6xed  in  that  House,  the  Lord  High 
Steward  would  act  only  in  the  capacity  of 
Speaker :  the  interrogatories  most  be  pro- 
pounded through  him,  but  he  would  have, 
in  other  respects,  no  authority  whatsoever ; 
he  would  give  his  single  voice  like  any 
other  peer.    The  ascertainment  of  time 
and  selection  of  place  being  thus  within 
the  power  of  their  lordships,  it  remained 
only  to  state  the  species  of  crime  alleged 
against  the  hidy,  the  better  to  guide  tlieir 
lordships  in  their  jud^ept  on  the  occa- 
sion.   There  were  crimes  for  which,  if  on 
their  arraignment  oeers  were  foimd  guflty, 
the  legislature  had  denounced  terrible  pu- 
nishments.   Their  lives  were  forfeitea  to. 
public  justice ;  their  noble  blood  was  cor- 
rupted ;  thejr  estates  were  either  alienated 
bv  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  or  they  es- 
cheated to  the  parties,  of  whom  they  had 
been  held.    Such  were  the  punishments 
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inflicted  on  peers,  whose  ofeacesweresf 
the  capital  kind.    For  the  trial  of  n^ 
•offisnders,,  too  poblic,  too  awfbl,  too  evs- 
monious  a  mooe  could  hardly  be  sdoplei 
For  the  sake  of  example,  tlus  wss  Deo» 
sary ;  for  the  sak^  of  terror,  it  was  peilapi 
usdful.    But  with  respect  to  the  csw  be- 
fore their  lordships,  it  was  a  charge,  not  of 
bigamy,  but  polygamy ;  'it  was  a  der^yiUe 
oftence.    The  indictment  was  instiflei, 
not  really  at  the  suit  of  the  crown;  itwn 
the    prosecution    of  private   iodiridnslL 
There  were  offences  or  a  public  nstiiie,sf 
which  the  Attorney  General,  ah  an  ofioer 
of  the  king  and  of  the  public,  had  a  ligls 
to  take  cognizance.    He  might  exefd* 
his  discretionary  judgment  in  deterauniBg 
what  should  and  what  should  not  be  ni^ 
jected  to judicatorial  tribunaL    This  wsoH 
not  apply  to  the  case  before  their  kirddifiL 
The  Attorney  General  had  not  in  viituetf ' 
his  office  taken  cognisance  of  the  sappsal 
offence.    It  came  simply  before  their  M 
ships  as  a  matter,  although  of  a  c 
complexion,  yet  enthrely  of  a  dvil 
It  was  connected  with  other  disputeisbMt 
property.    The  indictment  was  to  Iw  pi^ 
sued  in  defiance  of  the  sentence  obCswi 
out  of  the  ecclesiastical  court,  wfaidi 
tence  to  this  hour  remained  in  foil  fontft 
no  attempts  had  been  made  to  inv^id* 
this  sentence ;  nor  had  the  decn 
by  the  court  of  Chancery,  groondeisi 
that  sentence,  been  yet  ap^aled  fi» 
This  should  seem,  as  if  the  lady's  off^ 
nents  were  too  conscious  of  the  fefoe' 
the  sentence  to  attempt  an  invi 
They  might  be  justified  in  this  appR^ 
sion;    for  the    noble]  lord   had  mai 
4etermined  a  case,  wherein  a  gentkatt 
of  the  same  family  with  the  eari  of  Briili 

ithe  late  Thomas  Hervey )  was  ooocemaL 
t  appearing  by  a  sentence  of  theecdbi 
siastical  court,  that  he  had  been  oHrnrf 
to  a  lady  who  claimed  him  as  her  hata4' 
a  verdict  had  been  given  on  the  arourfil 
that  sentence.  There  was  a  stfliiliuy 
case  to  evmce  the  validity  of  eodeiisiir* 
sentences.  A  man  had  been  tried  fan 
forgery  of  a  will.    Theforgeijr  was 

S roved,  but  a  probate  of  the  inll  wa 
ited  and  allowed  to  be  a  sufficient 
conviction.  These  cases  operated 
They  operated,  not  only  to  shew  thai 
trial,  so  fiur  from  being  as  publk,  sl^ 
be  as  private  as  poss&le,  out  they 
rise  to  thk  objection,  <<  Whether,  ioi 
of  justice,  thme  should  be  any  trial  si  sli 
A  peeress  of  England  was  to  be  tried ' 
herfieeni    TbeconoaityofEiifopeirc 
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lie  excited*    Admitling  her  to  be  oonviet* 
»dt  CM  bono  9   What  good  would  reeult  to 
the  public?  What  advantage  il^oold  accrue 
to  toe  prosecutors  ?  Her  conTiction  frould 
mK  in  the  smallest  degree  affiact  any  civil 
nitfl  DOir  pending,  or  Uiat  might  hereafter 
)p  instituted  agamst  this  lady.    And  as  to 
he  public  at  wge^  would  her  ooDviction 
iperate  as  an  example?    By  no  means; 
br  no  punishment  could  be  inflicted  on  her. 
isy  that  she  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
he  House.    WeD !  the  ecclesiastical  sen- 
enoe  would  be  exhibited  in  defence,  and 
lerhaps,  put  a  stop  to  the  trial.    Admit- 
iog,  nowerer,  that  this  was  not  the  case ; 
appose  the  lady  found  guilty.     What 
ben?    Why  then  she  makes  your  lord- 
hips  a  curtsey,  and  you  return  the  com- 
linient  with  a  bow.    There  is,  to  be  sure, 
pr  deriiiyable  felonies  such  a  thing  as 
ntrnin^  m  the  hand.    To  the  hand  of  a 
idy  this  might  be  very  disagreeable :  but 
h^e  happens  to  be  an  act  of  parliament 
rhidi  wul  not  permit  peers  to  suffer  cer- 
lersl  punishment  for  any  thing  under  a 
apital  crime.    The  lady  thererore  pleads 
er  peerage,  and  takes  her  leaver-— Can 
here  be  no  forfeiture  ?    Yes,  of  the  per- 
ooal  effiscts.^  But  if  the  lady  shoula  be 
isnvicted,  the  earl  of  Bristol  has  a  claim 
s  her  personal  e&cts ;  and  as  he  has  for- 
lally  renounced  all  title  to  the  lady,  he 
nil  scarcely  contradict  himself,  by  laving 
Um^to  effects  which  can  be  his,  only  in 
irtue  of  marriage.  The  prosecutors  there- 
bre  cannot  acquire  the  smallest  advantage 
rem  the  conviction.    This  being  an  exact 
tste  of  facts,  the  trial,  neither  being  at- 
ended  immediatdy  with  any  service  to 
be  public,  nor  eventually  with  any  advan- 
ige  to  the  prosecutors,  if,  nevertheless, 
here  was  yet  to  be  a  trial,  the  more  pri- 
itely  it  was  conducted  the  more  pruoent 
roold  be    the  measure.     H»   lordship 
rould  not  move  to  have  the  trial  waveo, 
Riere  were  several  modes  of  effecting  that 
lorpose.    A  noli  prosequi  was  sometimes 
btafined  by  an  authonaation  under  the 
^n  manuid  /  sometimes  the  secretaries  of 
tste  directed  the  measure.    In  the  case 
efore  their  lordships,  the  House  might  be 
Boved  to  address  his  Majesty  tluit  he 
rould  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direc- 
ions  to  the  proper  officer  to  grant  a  noli 
votequi.    His  lordship  did  not  intend  to 
love  for  such  an  address;  he  threw  out 
he  measure  only  as  a  matter  of  future 
x>nsideration.    For  the  present  he  should 
note,  <•  That  Elizabeth,  commonly  called 
luchew  of  Kingston,  should  be  tried  at  the 
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bar  of  that  House  on  the  18th  of  Decern* 
her  next." 
The  motion  #as  agreed  tc 

Dec  8.  The  Lord  ChanceUor  recited 
the  several  measures  which  had  been  puT" 
sued  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Cer- 
tiorari in  the  duchess  of  Kingston's  case, 
from  the  inferior  court,  wherein  the  in« 
dictment  was  originally  preferred.  HiS' 
lordship  defined  the  offence  to  be  of  a 
bailable  nature,  but  not  a  capital  felony, 
although,  in  his  opinion,  the  blackest 
crime  which  came  within  the  benefit  of 
clergy,  and  the  most  grievous  consequences 
attended  the  conviction.  The  lady  alluded 
to  had  been  indicted  in  an  inferior  court, 
for  a  second  marriage,  during  the  life  of 
her  fint  husband,  by  the  name,  stile,  and 
title  of  **  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  the  hon. 
Augustus  John  Hervey,*'  now  earl  of 
Bristol.  In  a  petition  she  had  presented 
to  the  House,  praying  the  removal  of  the 
Certiorari,  she  had  stiled  herself  '*  Eliza- 
beth duchess  dowager  of  Kingston.'.'  Her 
rights  therefore,  to  be  tried  as  a  peeress 
being  indisputable,  it  became  necessary  to 
consider  wnat  regulations  should  be. adopt- 
ed to  give  greater  dignity  to  their  proceed- 
mgs.  As  the  lady  nad  been  admitted  to 
bail,  the  law  required  that  she  should  sur* 
render  in  discharge  of  her  bail.  But  into 
whose  custody  ?  Whether  the  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  or 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  must  be  left 
to  their  lordships.  Supposbff  the  trial 
should  last  lobger  than  one  day,  to  what 

E risen  should  the  lady  be  committed  ?  In 
is  opinion  the  Tower  was  the  prison 
which  properly  appertamed  to  that  House. 
It  mignt  be  {necessary  therefore  to  give 
orders  Uiat  tibe  lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
should  attend  on  the  morning  of  the  trial 
to  receive  the  lady  hito  his  custody  after  a 
surrender,  in  discnarge  of  her  bail.— -The 
next  matter  was,  whether  agreeably  to 
precedent,  they  would  insist  on  the  lady 
to  make  her  obeisance  to  the  House  on 
her  knees  ?  Or,  whether  in  consideration 
of  her  sex,  they  would  remit  that  part  of 
the  ceremony  i  'Another  thing  was,  whe» 
ther  in  case  any  of  the  evidences  should, 
through  age  or  mfitmities,  require  such  in- 
dulgence, chairs  miffht  not  b^  appropriated 
for  them?  It  was  also  proper  toconsider, 
whether  an  address  ought  not  tii  be 
presented  to  hiai  Majesty,  praying,  that  a 
party  of  the  guards  may  be  ordered' to  at- 
tena  on  the  occasion.  L«astly,  What  space 
without  the  bar  should  be  allotted  ta  tbtf 
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lady'0  cooDtel ;  wW  ninober  of  penoii8» 
or  whether  anj  should  be  admitted  to  be 
present  at  the  trial ;  all  these  matters  the 


1&     Hie 

Warreoy  and  Faulk,  attended  aoosnliig  lo 

ovdertoghreanaeoomift  eftfaedndwrf 

Chancellor  moved,  might  be  left  to  the  *  Kingstoo's  heakfa.     They   than^hr  ib 


determination  of  a  committee.^-*Agreed 
to. 

Dec  11.  Lord  Lyttelton  preaented  a 
Petition  from  the  duchess  cf  Kingston, 
praying  to  have  her  trial  put  off  for  two 
months.  Amongst  other  things  set  forth 
in  the  Petition,  it  was  all^^  that  her 
grace  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  with  a 
severe  fit  of  illness  for  several  days  past, 
and  was  at  this  time  in  the  said  situation. 
'  Her  physicians.  Dr.  Warren,  Dr.  Schom- 
berg,  and  Dr.  Faulk,  had  given  it  as  their 
opinions,  by  certificates  under  their  hands, 
that  from  the  present  situation  of  her 
grace,  they  thought  it  impossiUe  for  her 
to  be  able  to  attend  before  their  lordships 
at  the  time  appointed.  The  Petition  like- 
wise set  forth,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 
concern  and  grief  that  she  found  herself 
under  the  necessity  of  supplicatine  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  lordships,  and  of  submit* 
ting  to  remain  longer  under  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  criminal  charge. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  if  the  House 
was  satisfied  with  the  allegations  of  the 
Petition,  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  fur- 
ther ^time,  and  there  was  not  the  least 
doubt  but  the  House  would  indulge  the 
petitioner,  when  the  reasons  for  such  in- 
dulgence were  made  satisfactory  to  their 
lordships ;  that  as  to  the  certificates  from 
the  physicians,  no  notice  could  be  taken 
of  them  unless  delivered  in  upon  oath. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  to 
consider  on  the  forms  to  be  observed  on 
the  trial  of  the  duchess  dowager  of  King- 
ston, and  came  to  the  followmg  Resolu- 
tions: 1.  **  That  notwithstanding  the 
regulations  proposed  by  the  said  commit- 
tee, the  Chamber  of  Parliament  is  a  very 
inconvenient  place  for  a  solemn  trial ;  and 
that  the  committee  find  no  precedent  of  a 
peer  or  peeress  being  triea  at  the  bar  of 
this  House  for  any  felony.  2.  That  upon 
the  said  Elizabeth  calling  herself  duchess 
dowager  of  Kingston,  appearing  at  the  bar, 
she  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Black 
Rod ;  and  in  case  the  trial  lasts  more  than 
one  day,  she  be  committed  by  ihe  House 
to  the  Tower  of  London.  3.  That 
the  House  be  moved,  Ihat  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
to  desire  that  his  Majesty  wiU  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  give  ordfers,  that  a  party 
of  tlie  guards  do  attend  during  the  trial.*' 


would  Mt  be  able  to  attend  bertrid 
the  18th. 

The  Report  firons  the  Conmiitlee  of  jeir 
terday  was  received,  aid  the  fiist  Renla- 
tion  bong  read. 

Lord  Manf^CoUL  I  rise  to  give  ay  as* 
gative  to  this  fieaoliition,  Ist,  becsnie  I 
think  the  committee  have  exceeded  tfac 
order  of  refereooe,  and  decided  apoas 
matter  not  pfoperly  befiire  tbem;  sad 
2odly,  because  there  is  not  the  lesttie^ 
cesaity  &r  trying  the  lady  out  of  tlii 
House.  Aa  to  the  order  of  r^eienos^  it 
imported  nothing  more  than  that  the  on* 
mittee  should  consider  of  several  cirean> 
stances,  rehitive-  and  prepanrtory  to  ik 
trial,  which  had  not  be«i  before  dels- 
mined  on  by  the  House,  and  which  at  m 
time,  I  moved  the  several  fiMiner  lenb- 
tions,  now  on  your  lordshipa'  Joumsh^  I 
deferred  for  future  consideration,  lis 
first  of  those  resolutions  ordained,  ihst  the 
trial  should  be  within  the  Chamber  of  ftr* 
liament.  The  first  resolution  of  yo« 
committee  now  reported  contradicts  llMt 
directly ;  for  it  says  the  trial  riiall  be  bsd 
out  of  the  Chamber  of  ParliamenL  Vk 
it  does,  to  be  sure,  in  an  indefinite  maose^- 
without  ascertaining  the  place  where  ikSj 
trial  ought  to  be  bad ;  bat  it,  oevertbdenb 
contradicts  a  resolution  taken  in  a  very  U. 
House,  against  which,  as  well  as  mj  s^ 
collection  serves  me,  not  one  dissenliiy 
voice  was  heard  r  but  even  if  there  bid, 
or  that  the  House  had  not  been  so  «tl^ 
attended,  the  efiect  would  have  been  tks 
same;  for  until  the  resolution  had  bea 
rescinded,  it  can  require  little  argameatts 
prove,  that  it  was  totally  incompeteot  ftt 
your  committee  to  enter  into  any  cond^* 
deration  relative  to  the  proper  place  d 
trial.  The  reference  did  not,  nor  oodd 
not  mean,  that  they  were  to  coasider  m 
the  properest  or  most  c<Mivenient  plsos  rf 
trial.  That  proper  place  had  been  dbesdf 
fixed  by  the  House ;  therefore  as  Isog^  ^ 
the  resolution  remains  on  your  lorddapi^ 
Journals,  no  proceedings  could  be^M 
thereon.  The  committee  have  exceed- 
ed their  instructions,  and  of  course  btst 
acted  irregularly.  I  do  not  ooaceiso 
ihat  the  charge  against  the  Isd^  b0 
any  thing  sufficient  to  distioguiih  it 
from  many  others  tried  at  yoor  M* 
ships  bar.  In' 1725,  I  was  P^^"^^^ 
self,  when  lord  MacckiBfieia  wm  tarn 
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or  a  pievouf  offiBiioe  at  thii  bar^  an  of- 
(Boce^  ooDsidering  the  office  be  then  held, 
btt  of  Chancellor  of  Great  Britaioy  ac- 
NNspaDied  by  several  very  aggravating 
arcuawtaDcefly  for  which  he  might  have 
DCttrred  a  fine  that  would  have  affected 
«rhapi  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  and  con- 
equeotly  have  ruined  and  impoverished 
III  fimily.  The  proceedings  were  by  im* 
eschmenty*  the  most  solemn  mode  of 
rial  known  under  our  laws.  The  prose- 
otioD  was  not  carried  on  by  counsel,  as 
;  will  be  on  the  present  occasion,  but  by 
imagers  from  the  other  House,  many  in 
amber,  and  consequently  requiring  more 
Mm.  All  accusations  carried  on  by  bill 
f  attabder,  are  tried  at  this  bar.  Lord 
Cralford  lost  his  head  on  the  event  of  such 
mode  of  trial ;  and  several  others  I  could 
leation,  were  it  necessary^  have  been 
ied  in  the  same*  manner.  If,  then,  trials 
beting  the  fortune  and  hcftiours  of  a  peer 
ftbe  rralm,  working  a  corruption  of  blood, 
dd  a  fbrfeiture  of  lands,  have  been  tried 
i  the  Chamber  of  Parliament,  will  your 
idahips  think,  that  a  trial,  which  on  con- 
JGtion  cannot  be  productive  of  any  of 
tsae  serious  and  important  consequences, 
Quires  a  greater  sdemnity  i  For  my  part, 
WB  of  opinion,  it  cannot ;  for  I  remain 
|1  convtnced,  that  although  the  lady 
N»old  be  convicted  of  the  charge,  the 
rant  will  answer  very  few  good  purposes 
f  the  way  of  example.  Such  a  conse- 
KDce  ia,  I  believe,  hardly  Expected, 
here  never  Ibas  such  a  thing  before  hap« 
eaed,  nor -perhaps  ever  will  again.  If  it 
I  meant  as  a  rule,  it  is  to  my  apprehen- 
OB  very  improperly  applied ;  for  it  can 
V9er  work  i^eformation  amongpersons  of 
different  or  inferior  rank.  They  know 
MB  mode  of  proceeding,  already  deter- 
taed  on  in  respect  of  diemaelves,  should 
ley  be  called  to  answer  a  charge  of  a  si- 
ilar  nature ;  and  the  solemnities  which 
ay  be  adopted  on  this  trial,  can  never 
saaibly  come  home  to  them,  llie  in- 
mTenience  for  want  of  rooni  seems  to  be 
ie  chief  ground  of  this  resolution ;  but 
lat  may  be  easily  remedied.  I  remem- 
Mr  to  have  seen  galleries  erected  below 
i6  bar,  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  au- 
itors;  and  I  have  frequently  pleaded 
ider  them  myself,  when  I  have  attended 
I  connsel.  Besides  these  general  rea- 
Htt,  a  solemn  trial  in  Westminster-hall 
ffl  be  attended  with  a  heavy  expence ; 
1^  I  doubt  much,'  if  the  place  of  trial 

*  See  HoweH's  Stele  Trials^  Vol.  tdf  f.  f67. 


should  'be  changed,  and  the  expence  at* 
tending  it  had  been  forseen,  whether  the 
lady  would  ever  have  been  tried.  An- 
other point  that  might  have  weighed  wilia 
the  committee^  was,  perhaps,  that  persona 
charged  wit}i  sudb  offences  should  be  made 
as  public  as  possible.  For  my  pafn,  I 
thinlc  otherwise.  If  the  prisoner  should 
be  innocent,  and  one  innocent  must  suffer 
more  on  such  an  occasion  than  any  other, 
her  misfortune  must  be  aggravated ;  if  die 
should  be  found  guiltv  of  the  charge,  or  if 
she  is  consdouB  it  will  be  made  good,  it  ia 
more  than  probable  she  will  sink  under  it ; 
then  there  will  be  no  trial  at  all,  and  every 
argument  of  solemnity  and  example  will 
be  at  an  end.  I  must  again  remind  your 
lordships,  that  should  the  lady  be  con* 
victed,  she  will  suffer  no  punishment  what* 
ever.  The  offence  is  a  clergyable  offence ; 
the  corporal  punishment  is  remitted  by 
statute ;  it  will  work  no  corruption  of 
I  Mood,  loss  of  dower,  or  lands.  If  her 
marriage  with  lord  Bristol  shall  be  proved, 
her  goods  and  chattels  will  become  hia 
property,  consequently  the  whole  will  have 
the  strangest  appearance  imaginable.  She 
will  be  brought  to  her  trial  in  Westminster*, 
hall,  with  all  the  solemnities  that  can  be 
conceived.  The  eyes  of  Great  Britain, 
and  all  Europe,  will  impatiently  wait  for 
the  issue;  and  supposing  the  charge  at* 
tended  v^ith  every  possible  circumstance 
of  aggravation  should  be  mac'e  good,  what 
will  be  the  consequence  ?  'She  will  go  eS 
without  any  degree  of  punishment  what- 
ever. I  have  heard  within  these  few  days, 
that  a  bill  is  instituted  in  Chancery,  to 
prove  that  the  sentence  of  the  ecclesiastic 
court  was  obtained  Ify  collusion  between 
the  parties,  in  order  to  set  that  sentence 
aside ;  but  supposing  it  should  be  proved 
that  the  sentence  was  obtained  collusively, 
I  cannot  see  what  benefit  the  promoters  of 
this  prosecution  will  derive  from  it.  I  re« 
meniber  a  case,  where  a  person  indicted 
for  forging  a  will,  producea  the  probate  of 
it  in  court,  in  bar  of  the  indictment,  and 
it  was  received  as  a  good  plea«  though  it 
was  believed  he  was  guilty  of  the  charee ; 
so  in  the  present  case,.though  the  collusion 
should  be  made  manifest,  the  marriage 
will  remain  confirmed  under  the  sentence. 
On  the  whole,  I  cannot  perceive  that  anv 
one  good  consequence  can  possibly  result 
firom  this  trial,  either  in  a  pnvate  or  public 
light ;  much  less  can  I  see  the  necessity 
of  having  the  lady  tried  in  Westminster- 
haH,  in  preference  to  the  Parliament  Cham* 
ber.    For  the  reaaona  id>ove  aaslgnedi  i 
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am  for  dmgreeing  with  jour  committee 
'  in  this  resolution. 

Lord  Lyttdten*    I  will  taot  pretend  to 
•ay  whether  the  committee  have  exceeded 
their  powers,  or  have  gone  out  of  the 
order  of  reference.    If  iS&j  have,  the  de- 
fect can  be  readilv  rememed  )>j  motion, 
or  the  resolution  objected  to  may  be  with- 
drawn.    I  am  far  from  thinking  me  ofience 
ao  trivial,  or  the  consequences  so  unin- 
terestine,  as  the  learned  lord  has  repre- 
sented Uiem.    I  think  the  oftnce  an  oi^ 
fence  of  the  most  atrocious  nature,  im- 
mediately  tending  to  dissolve  the  great 
bonds  of  civil  soaety ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
a  crime  oi  the  blackest  dye ;  for  I  know 
of  none  that  exceeds  it  in  guilt.    It  is  on 
this  account  that  I  am  for  having  the  trial 
carried  on  with  every  possible  solemnity 
that  this  House  is  able  to  give  it    The 
learned  lord  says,  that  supposing  the  lady 
should  be  convicted  of  the  charge  made  in 
the  indictment,  yet  she  will  escape  impu* 
nished.    I  think  very  differently,  on  the 
effect  of  such  a  conviction.    I  think  that  it 
will  be  no  small  degree  of  punishibent, 
should  the  event  of  the  trial  go  against 
her,  tliat  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolsack  will,  after  informing  her  of 
the  judgment  of  her  Peers,  ask  her  whe- 
ther she  has  been  ever  before  admitted  to 
her  clergy :  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  will  tell  her,  that  her  punish- 
ment, that  of  burning  in  the  hana,  is  re- 
mitted, on  account  of  hei^  rank;  but  that 
if  ever  she  should   offend  again,  on  a 
clergyable  offence,  that  she  wiB  be  liable 
to  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  death ; 
of  suffering  as  a  common  felon.    1  do  not 
say  it  is  probable  that  the  lady  will  offend 
again 'in  this  or  any  other  manner;  but  I 
contend  4t  is  possible  she  may ;  and  under 
that  possibility,  whatever  the  learned  lord 
may  conceive,  I  insbt  that  such  a  waminff, 
dehvered  in  the  manner  I  have  represented, 
.  will  be  a  very  heavy  and  exemplary  pu- 
nishment, to  a  4>erson  of  her  rank.    His 
lordship  seems  to*  be  of  opinion,  that  Uie 
proposed  solemnities  of  this  trial  cannot 
operate  by  way  of  example,  on  persons  of 
inferior  rank.    I  beg  leave  to  think  it  will. 
{  think  it  will  teach  the  public  at  large» 
that  the  highest  are  not  exempt  from  pu- 
nishment, if  they  should  transgress  the 
laws;  and  it  will Itkewise.convince  them, 
that  as  the  laws  of  their  country  are  their 
common  security,  so  they  are  the  common 
avenger  of  every  species  of  guilt  and  in- 
justice, be  the  rank  or  fortuae  of.  the 
st&adeia  what  it  loaj.    Xhe  learned  lord, 


speaking  of  the  suit  instituted  in  the  coot 
of  Chancery,  says,  that  that  cooit  ii  »• 
stricted  in  its  jundical  proceediiijgs,  by  lb 
sentenbe  of  the  ecclesiastic  court,  whieb 
has  declared  the  marriage  void.  Nov,  ay 
lords,  if  that  sentence  should  cone  out  to 
have  been  procured  by  collusion  sad  io^ 
position,  tnat  is  anotter  cogent  resaoofbr 
siftine  this  matter  to  the  bottom  ;  for  vfaat 
would  be  the  probable  ooaseqoeDoei  <tf 
leaving  it  in  the  power  of  parties  to  d» 
solve  marriages  by  such  collusive  maoage- 
mentaathis?  But  that  by  previous «§»► 
ment,  instituting  a  cause  of  jactilalioB^ 
where  no  evidence  appearing,  only  aidba 
the  parties  think  proper  to  proinice,  Ike 
ecclesiastic  court,  of  ooaise,  givesKs* 
tence,  and  they  are  leftat  liberty  lonnny 
again.  If  the  lady,  in  such  a  case^  ahodi 
happen  to  have  children,  the  law  is  i^ 
feated,  the  true  line  of  legal  deieHl 
broken,  and  the  next  heir  at  once  rattd 
of  liis  honours  and  estate,  by  thus  iiSis» 
ducing  a  spurious  issue.  This,  I  say*  "f 
lords,  is  a  matter  that  deserves  your  iB«t 
serious  consideration.  This  lady,  orssf 
other  lady,  by  such  means  as  dicae,  oaf 
have  it  in  her  power  to  render  OlegitiaMls 
those  that  are  truly  legitimate;  and  Is 
render  spurious  those  who  have  the 
dear  and  legal  rights  to  their  hmiouis  sal 
estates.  For  aught  any  thing  your  Mk 
ships  know,  or  can  venture  to  foretel,  t 
thu  matter  be  not  now  properly  s 
nized,  in  twenty  years  heace  it  may 
present  itself  in  a  different  form.  We 
may  be  called  upon  to  decide  on  the  rigUi 
of  di&rent  claunants,  for  those  IkhmmIk 
or  for  any  other  in  which  similar  arts 
be  employed  to  defeat  the  descent  TUft 
reason,  united  with  several  othefi,  is 
that  has  determined  my  opinion  oa 
prooriety  of  entering  fully  into  the  i 
of  tills  very  interesting  business.  K  , 
conviction,  the  property  of  the  ncriasj 
estate  should  appear  to^be  ve^  iaitt 
lady,  by  any  particular  agreement, 
another  object  worthy  of  notice ;  sad 
I  think,  were  there  no  other,  should  uigeii 
to  see  that  die  daim  which  the  crovai^ 
entitled  to  make  by  the  Attorney  Ctmssfc 
should  be  fairly  and  fully  msiofiiaet 
The  great  expence  of  a  trial  in  Wc 
ster-hall  is  another  of  the  noUe  lord's 
jections;  but  I  am  confident  sacbsi 
sideration  will  never  weigh  witb  Ijl 
Majesty,  when  justice  is  the  ^^^ 
to  be  obtained ;  and  that  spedei  m 
justice  too,  which  in  its 
inay  be  (rf    9U€b  amgular 
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t$'  the  natioa  at  large.  There' are  other 
■latten  of  a  private  natare,  which  are 
Bot  totally  unworthy  o£  your  lordships' 
BOtice.  The  suit  the  noble  lord  speaks  of 
can  never  come  to  a  hearings  UU  your  lord- 
ibips  decide  on  this  matter;  for  as  the 
lady  is  not  obliged  to  answer  upon  oath| 
the  will  of  course  answer  shortly  to  the 
bin  filed  agaiost  her  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, that  she  cannot  give  in  a  fuU  answer 
till  this  House  have  &termined.  In  this 
view  again,  the  public  administration  of 
justice  will  be  retarded.  In  one  event,  if 
she  should  be  acquitted,  there  is  at  once 
an  end  of  the  matter;  in  the  other,  if  she 
should  be  convicted,  that  conviction  will 
be  ground  for  a  civil  prosecution  for  the 
recovery  o£  the  real  estates.  On  the 
vrhole,  my  lords,  I  most  sincerely  wish 
that  the  affiur  may  be  fully  and  fairly  in- 
vestigated ;  that  the  trial  may  be  in  the 
most  public  manner,  accompanied  with 
every  possible  solemnity;  and  that  it  may 
sot  prevail  in  ^^eneral,  that  this  House, 
departing  from  Us  duty  and  known  love  of 
justice,  should  chuse  to  huddle  the  affiur 
ap,  by  having  none,  or  at  least  very  few 
witnesses,  to  their  proceedings  and  the 
grounds  of  their  determination. 

Lord  Mansfield,  I  am  sorry  I  have  had 
the  misfortuoe  to  be  so  much  misunder** 
stood  by  the  noble  lord,  or  that  it  diould 
go  out  of  this  House,  tibat  1  had  offered  a 
npUable  in  extenuation  of  the  crime ;  on 
ne  contrary,  if  any  act  of  collusion  should 
come  out,  and  it  should  be  made  appear 
that  the  ecclesiastical  court  was  imposed 
OB  by  the  parties,  and  made  to  pronounce 
sentence  upon  faJse  information,  it  would 
be  a  veiy  great  aggravation  of  the  ofience, 
Bay  of  a  much  bbcker  dye  than  some  of- 
fences the  hiw  defines  and  pronounces 
murder.  His  lordship  states  another  argu- 
laent,  in  which  he  is,  I  think,  equally  mis- 
taken, and  which  with  me  would  operate 
hi  a  direct  contrary  manner  from  what  he 
ieems  to  wish.  He  says,  the  cause  insti- 
tuted in  the  court  of  Chancery  cannot  pro- 
eeed,  and  that  the  lady's  conviction  will 
he  a  ground  for  a  dvil  prosecution.  That 
M  one,  and  indeed  the  chief  exception  I 
have  to  the^  trial,  for  I  shall  always  be 
against  criminal  prosecutions,  as  laying  a 
ground  for  pursumg  and  maintaining  civil 
datms.  The  noble  lord  says,thatit  is  m  the 
power  of  this  House  to  add  to  the  punish- 
ment, should  the  lad^  be  convicted.  1  doubt 
^'hether  this  assertion  can  be  justified  in 
bw.  I  know  but  of  one  (  for  there  is  no  pre- 
cedent Ououghottt  the  whole  business  to 


direct  us)  and  that  is  the  statute  of  Eliza- 
beth, which  empowers  justices  of  the 
peace  to  commit  persons  convicted  of 
clergyable  offiences  to  pnson,  for  a  time 
not  exceeding  twelve  months.  The  words 
of  the  Act  are,  ^*  all  rogues,  vagabonds, 
&c.*'  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult,  by 
any  analogous  reaiibning,  to  prove,  ^at  the 
Act  alluded  to  vests  such  a  power  in  this 
House,  over  its  own  members.  As  to  the 
general  motives,  for  making  the  trial  as 
public  and  solenm  as  possible,  I  see  very 
little  weight  in  them.  Great  numbers  of 
people  may  be  accommodated  in  the  gal- 
leries; and  OS  to  the  preservation  of  de« 
scents,  that  part  of  the  noble  lord's  argu- 
ment comes  to  nothing ;  for  the  Marriage 
Act  hasobviated  every  mconvenience,  wete 
anysuch  to  be  dreaded. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich*  I  happened  to 
come  down  to  the  House  the  day  the  com- 
mittee were  to  sit,  and  going  up  stairs  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  buttness,  they  did 
me  the  honour  to  vote  me  into  the  chair. 
We  were  fully  aware  that  the  House  had 
ordered  the  trial  to  be  had  in  the  Chamber 
of  Parliament ;  but  when  the  plans  were 
submitted  to  our  consideration,  we  per- 
ceived that  there  would  not  be  sufficient 
room  for  Uie  counsel  and  the  parties ;  the 
space,  according  to  the  plan  delivered  to 
us,  not  having  room  for  above  twentv 
persmis  at  each  side*  Whatever  we  did, 
therefore,  was  merely  to  express  our  sen- 
timents aa  a  ground  for  future  considera- 
tion. As  to  the  resolutions,  I  was  the  in- 
strument employed  to  lay  the  sense  of  the 
comn|ittee  befiDre  the  House ;  and  1  can- 
not help  declaring,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
Westminster-hall  is  a  much  more  proper 
place  for  the  trial  than  the  Parliament 
Chamber ;  for  undoubtedly,  the  nature  o£ 
die  charge  and  the  rank  of  the  persod,  re* 
quire  and  call  for  the  most  public  and  so- 
lemn trial.  The  learned  lord  assertedf 
that  the  Marriage  Act  will  prevent  every 
possible  evU,  that  miffht  arise  by  institut* 
mff  causes  of  jactitation  in  the  ecclesiasti- 
cu  court,  and  obtaining  sentences  there 
by  means  of  collusion  and  imposition.  I 
dare  say  I  am  wrong ;  but  I  have  hitherto , 
imagined,  that  marriages  solemnized  be- 
vond  sea,  or  in  Scotland,  are  valid  and 
binding  here,  or  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  notwithstanding  the  provisions 
in  the  Marriage  Act,  so  that  they  be  le- 
gally solemnized  according  to  the  munici- 
pal laws  of  the  respective  countries  where 
the  ceremony  is  performed. 

Lord  ManffickU    The  noUe   lord  b 
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pftrtly  ri^;  but  he  numadenlDod  me.  I 
laid  down  the  rule  m  a  geaend  one,  not 
at  applying  to  every  pnsible  ezoeptiMi 
that  might  arise;  and  the  instances  the 
noble  lord  supposes,  do  not  come  within 
either  the  nue  or  the  exception;  for  in 
the  case  of  the  lady,  who  is  tne  sabject  of 
the  present  debate,  her  sopposed  marriage 
with  the  present  lord  Bristol  was  never 
poblidy  oedared;  she  always  continn^ 
to  Jive  as  a  single  woman  till  the  matter 
caiBf  to  be  litigated,  and  was  brooght  be- 
fore the  ecdMastical  court;  whereas  in 
marriages  solemnized  bejrond  sea^  the 
parties  are  supposed  to  live  in  a  poUic 
state  of  matrimony. 

The  Lord  Chancdior.  Aher  what  haa 
been  urged  this  day,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  charge  stated  in  the  indict- 
ment is  of  such  a  nature,  though  it  stood 
alone,  as  to  demand  your  utmost  atten« 
tion';  but  when  eoujded  with  the  circum« 
stances  of  collusion  and  deceit,  which  is 
the  true  ground  of  this  prosecution,  I  am 
satisfied  there  is  not  a  noble  lord  who  can 
think  of  it  without  horror.  The  crime  it* 
self,  however  odious  it  may  appear,  seems 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  aggra- 
vated means  employed  to  ensure  it  suc- 
cess. I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this 
trial  should  be  accompanied  with  every 
possible  solemnity;  and  that  nothing  should 
be  omitted  to  convince  the  public  that  jus- 
tice onlv  was  intended  on  either  side.  I 
cannot  out  think  the  punishment,  though 
it  should  be  productive  of  no  fhrUier  con- 
sequences but  bare  conviction,  will  be 
very  heavy.  The  infamy  attending  it 
sUVely  is  something,  were  it  to  rest  there ; 
and  if  it  should  reach  all  or  any  part  of  the 
lady's  fortune,  it  must  be  very  severely 
felt.  On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  the 
Parliament  Chamber  at  all  calculated  for 
this  business ;  and  should  the  aggravating 
circumstances,  that  the  sentence  was  ob- 
tained coUusively,  turn  out  to  be  true,  I 
confess  the  words  of  a  great  lawyer,  re* 
specting  a  person  who  married  (or  de- 
bauched) his  sister-in-  law  during  the  life 
timer  of  his  wife,  seem  extremely  applica- 
ble, that  the  crime  was  in  itself  of  the 
worst  complexion,  but  attended  by  this 
circumstance,  it  became  still,  if  possible, 
a  thousand  times  more  odious  and  cri- 
minal. 

The  Earl  of  Suffhlk.  The  question  un- 
der consideration  is  solely  confined  to  the 
cqnduct  of  the  committee,  to  determine 
whether  they  have  not  exceeded  their 
powers,  and  mstead  of  adhering  to  the 
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inga.  In  my  opauan  tbtj  hate.  The  pio- 
ceedings  of  the  conmwttffe  seem  tsuDy 
irregular,  andassnchldn&gifeaijvsie 
for  disagreeing  with  the  rssebtioB  sov 
reported. 

Elari  Goner*  IcamemtoriiecwHUHiHiy 
room  before  it  nae,  and,  as  one  wiio  tt* 
tended,  am  answerable  in  part  fortfae pre- 
sent resolution,  thoogh  I  had  do  dnect 
hand  in  ftaming  it.  On  re-coosidentiaiif 
I  think  the  committee  exceeded  thdr 
powers,  and  am  therefote  for  rtyuta^ 
the  Resolatioo.  As  to  the  place  vben 
the  trial  ought  to  be  had,  I  am  for  efoj 
poasiUe  solemnity,  and  for  hariag  it  ai* 
tended  by  every  act  of  notoriety  die  oh 
quiiy  mtba  cfa^  oTso  atrod^ss^ 
ture  most  loudly  calls  for. 

Viscount  WejfMtnUk.  I  am  caamd 
the  committee  acted  by  mistiJce,  sod  ^ 
fended  ttainst  the  order  of  the  House,  a 
an  idea  that  the  place  proper  for  the  M, 
was  what  waa  properiy  referred  to'tbaik 
They  went  beyond  their  instmotioM,  ad 
of  course  have  acted  irregulari^.  Oo  tli 
groond%lone,  I  shall  vote  agamst  dieBe* 
solution. 

Lord  Catheart.  The  ResolotioD  iMMr» 
much  coisured,  makes  its  present  sp|MF* 
ance  by  mistake ;  and  it  has  happe&ed  ii 
this  manner:  when  the  resolutionf  sen 
drawn  up,  the  clerk  waa  ordered  to  tns* 
scribe  them ;  but  as  it  is  our  miilbrtuDert 
present  to  have  but  one  clerk,  bem 
obliged  to  come  here  to  attend  his  dotfi 
by  which  means  he  was  uiider  the  Dee» 
sity  of  giving  the  resolutions  to  soroeocha 
person  to  copy.  This  person  mispbni 
the  present  Eesdution,  and  put  it  fint,ii^ 
stead  of  giving  it  the  last  place,  si  }*> 
will  see  by  perusing  the  R^olotioai:  far 
those  that  follow,  suppose  that  the  trial  ii 
to  be  held  in  the  Parliament  ChsoilM^ 
while  the  first  declare  the  very  contraj* 
I  assure  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  thl 
the  committee  endeavoured  to  act  id  dt 
best  manner ;  and  the  ground  of  t]lil.B^ 
solution  was,  that  no  precedent  cooU  It 
found,  where  any  peer  of  peeresi  kri 
been  tried  for  felony,  but  in  Westmisrtc^ 
hall:  and  in  their  researches,  tbfyj>^ 
ceived,  that  the  committee  eppoiB'^'j! 
draw  up  Resolutions  for  directing  W 
Macclesfield's  trial,  have  stated  the  ^^ 
in  their  report. 

Viscount  Dudley.  I  do  not  think  m 
committee  by  any  means  exceeded  A* 
order  of  reference.  Persons  from  the  Ba^ 
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tff  Works  attended  for  the  purpose  of 
thewihg  the  space  allotted  for  counsel, 
witnesses,  Sec  and  it  appearing  so  very 
smsU  and  inconvenient,  we  thought  pro- 
per to  come  to  this  Resolution.  When 
the  Kesolutions  now  before  the  House  are 
disposed  of,  I  mean  to  fix  a  day  for  taking 
the  sense  of  the  House,  which  is  the  pro- 
perpiace  for  the  trial  of  the  lady. 

Toe  first  resolution  was  then  rejected. 
The  second  resolution  being  read. 

Lord  Mansfield  moved,  that  the  House 
do  disagree  to  that  part  of  it  relative  to 
the  cooamitti^g  the  lady  to  the  Tower. 
He  opposed  it  on  the  grounds  of  the  fatigue 
it  might  occasion  to  the  prisoner;  and  the 
difficulty  of  rendering  her  up  to  the  lieu- 
feoant  of  the  Tower  by  any  order  made 
oow,  as  she  was  out  upon  baiK 

The  Lord  ChancdUfr  saw  no  difficulty 
stall  arising  from  the  mode  proposed ;  he 
had  attended  the  circuits  16  years,  and 
sJways  saw,  that  on  the  first  day  the  bail 
came  into  court  and  discharged  them- 
lelves,  by  surrendering  the  prisoner  into 
file  hands  of  the  proper  officer,  who,  if  the 
trial  did  not  come  on  that  day,  took  the 
prisoner  into  custody,  and  held  him  in 
M>Dfinement  till  he  was  tried. 

Lord  Mansfieid  observed,  that  what  the 
earned  lord  stated  was  perfectly  right; 
Mit  his  argument  went  to  prove,  that  no 
irder  for  the  future  confinement  of  the 
m8oner  was  ever  made,  till  the  prisoner 
ras  first  surrendered  and  brought  into 
ourt,  in  discharge  of  the  bail ;  therefore 
be  proper  mode  of  proceeding  would  be 
9  wait  for  that  event,  and  when  it  arrived, 
ither  to  ttike  fresh  bail,  or  to  commit  the 
idy  to  the  Tower. 

^  The  latter  part  of  this  resolution  was 
isagreed  to/(  and  it  was  only  ordered,  that 
le  lady  should,  on  her  appearance  at  the 
Bir,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
9aGk  Rod. 


Dec  14.  Viscount  Dudley.  The  re- 
ilution  of  your  committee  reported  on 
» last  day  this  business  was  under  consi- 
»ration,  being  pronounced  irregular,  pre- 
aus  to  stating  the  grounds  of  the  motion, 
hich  I  shall  submit  to  your  lordships,  I 
ink  it  incumbent  on  me,  as  serving  on 
At  committee,  to  point  out  the  cause  of 
e  apparent  contradiction  there  was  be- 
«en  the  first  resolution  of  the  commit- 
e  and  the  order  under  which  they  acted. 
I  the  first  instance,  they  proceeded  to  call 
a  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  before 
em,  and  to  examine  the  plan  and  accom- 
[VOL,  XVllI.] 


modations  of 'a  trial  to  beheld  in  the  Par- 
liament Chamber.   Afler  such  a  space  had 
been  allotted  for  the  prisoner  and  her  at- 
'tendants,  for  the  counsel,  witnesses  and 
agents,  such  a  space  for  the  persons  at- 
tending the  trial  to  pass  and  re-pass,  it  was 
found  that  there  would  be  no  room  for  the 
admission  of  auditors  of  any  rank  or  con- 
dition whatever;  or  that  if  there  mig^^bt 
for  a  few,  it  would  be  impossible  to  draw 
any  line  to  ascertain  who  they  should  be- 
Besides,  it  was  considered,  that  on  account 
of  the  sex  of  the  prisoner,  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  a  room  apart,  where,  on 
some  occasions,  it  might  be  improper  to 
admit  any  but  her  female  attendants.   She 
might  be  taken  ill  or  indisposed  in  the 
course  of  the  trial;  she  might  want  to 
withdraw  for  other  purposes,  in  which  case 
it  would  be  proper  for  her  to  have  a  room 
secluded  from  the  intercourse  of  even  her 
own  counsel  or  agents,  which  if  she  should 
he  tried  in  the  Parliament  Chamber,  could 
not  be  the  case,  no  such  room  being  to  be 
had.     Those  reasons  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  submit  to  the  House  the  incon- 
venience of  holding  the  trial  in  the  place 
appointed.    The   efiect  of  all   this  was, 
however,  destroyed  by  a  mistake  of  the 
clerk  who  transcribed  the  resolutions ;  for 
instead  of  placing  the  resolution  stating 
the  inconvenience  last,  he  placed  it  the 
first,  and  by  that  means  the  whole  toge- 
ther carried  an  appearance  of  contradic- 
tion, only  to  be  reconciled  in  the  manner 
I  have  now   related.    We  had  another 
point  in  view,  though  as  we  looked  upon 
oorselves  in  some  measure  restricted  by 
the  order,  we  made  it  no  part  of  our  re« 
port,  that  was,  after  the  most  minute  re- 
searches, we  could  not  find  a  single  prece- 
dent of  a  peer  or  peeress  being  tried  for 
felony  in  the  Parliament  Chamber.    I  am 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  I  am  well  justi- 
fied in  stating  the  proposition  J  am  about 
to  submit  to  your  loroships,  that  the  place 
of  trial  is  unprecedented.      There  were 
besides  soihe  matters  mentioned  by  a  noble 
and  learned  lord,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  (lord  Mansfield)  that  were 
far  from  striking  me  in  the  same  manner 
they  did  that  n^le  lord.    It  was  said  that 
the  trial  would  not  probably  last  above  half 
an  hour.     Now  1  understand  that  it  will 
be  of  much  longer  duration,  and  may  be 
protracted  to  the  length  of  two  or  three 
days,  if  not  more,  should  the  proofs  come 
out  that  are  expected  to  be  addfuced.    The 
trial  was,  I  remember,  likewise  treated- as 
a  trivial  matter^  as  drawing  afler  it  no  seri- 
[4C] 


1 128]        16  GEORGE  UI. 

Otis  coofequencesy  and  of  coune  reqairiog 
none  of  those  solemnities  osoal  on  similar 
occasions;  hot  in  this  again  I  differ  Tery 
widely  firom  the  learned  lord,  for  I  think 
a  conyiction  for  felony,  pronoonced  bv 
your  lordships,  as  the  first  court  of  en* 
minal  judicature,  a  punishment  that  the 
most  obdurate  must  very  sensibly  feel. 
The  oflence  with  which  the  lady  is  chain- 
ed is  of  the  bku^kest  dye,  and  said  to  be 
attended  with  the  most  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances of  criminality,  to  shew  that 
the  trial  should  be  had  whh  all  possible 
solemnity  such  a  charge  demands.  If  your 
lordships  should  determine  that  the  place 
of  trial  still  remains  at  your  own  option,  I 
have  one  of  the  greatest  aathonties  to 
shew  that  you  cannot  dispense  with  the 
usual  form  of  appointing  a  lord  high  ste- 
ward. Lord  Coke  says,  **  Though  the 
House  of  Peers  have  a  right  to  try  one 
of  their  own  body  at  the  bar  of  their 
own  House,  yet  there  must  be  a  lord 
high  steward  appointed  to  preside  at  such 
trial.'*  On  the  whok^  my  lords,  t^ing 
tlie  inconvenience,  the  point  of  precedent, 
and  the  solemnities  required  on  such  oc» 
casions,  time  immemorial,  I  shall  move 
vou,  *«  As  the  Chamber  of  Pariiament  has 
been  found  an  inconvenient  place,  and  as 
it  is  unprecedented  to  try  a  peer  or  peer- 
ess, indicted  for  felony,  at  tne  bar  of  this 
House,  that  Elizabeth,  calling  herself 
duche5s  dowager  of  Kingston  (indicted  by 
the  name  of  Elizabeth  Hervey,  wife  of 
Augustus  John  Hervey,  esq.  now  earl  of 
Bristol,  ond  one  of  the  peers  of  this  realm) 
be  on  Wednesday  the  24>th  of  January 
next,  in  Westminster-hall/' 

The  Earl  of  Marchmotit.  I  do  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  whole  of  fiie  noble  viscount's 
motion,  though  I  think  it  is  expressed  in 
harsher  terms  than  I  would  wish  to  see 
adopted.  What  I  rise  chiefly  for  is,  tne 
of  tne  grounds  oh  which  it  is  maintained^ 
that  of  its  being  unprecedented  to  try  a 

e«r  charged  with  felony  at  the  bar  of  this 
ouse;  because  I  beUeve  I  shall  be  able 
to  satbfv  your  lordships,  that  the  preoe* 
dents  all  tend  the  other  way.  From  the 
earliest  and  most  authenUc  records,  so 
early  as  the  reign  of  Richard  the  2d,  we 
find  that  no  one  place  or  chamber  had  the 
preference  to  another,  the  choice  entirely 
resting  in  the  House.  This  is  plain,  from 
their  lordships  appointing  the  Chambre 
Blanche  fbr  the  trud  of  the  earl  of  Arundel 
in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  2d,  which  could 
never  have  been  the  case,  if  the  constant 
^Mage  hud  be^D  to  tiy  peers  inWestmin- 
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1  shall  say  nothing.  What  I  conlead  i^ 
that  the  position  staled  in  the  laotioBv 
*<  that  it  is  u6preeedeated,  Ac"  it  &he  is 
fact,  and  that  it  is  competent  to  tUi  Hook, 
and  not  contradicted  hj  precedent,  tbtt  it 
may,  by  right  and  ancient  nssg^  W"b<^ 
the  trial  to  be  held  in  any  dumber  yoor 
lordships  shall  }udge  fit.  But  let  iiBinif 
lords,  come  nearer  to  our  own  timei; » 
us  refer  to  the  well  known  case  of  tlw  evi 
of  Strafford,  who  being  ordered  to  be  tried 
at  the  bar  of  thb  House,  the  CoBnoni 
objected  to  it ;  and  after  seferal  roMb- 
tions  taken  by  both  Houses  on  the  ssbject, 
a  Conference  was  appointed,  at  whidlitiie 

Eroof  was  put  on  the  Commons  to  ots* 
lish  the  precedent.  And  when  diecal 
of  Bath  reported  the  proceedingSi  it  a^ 
peared  the  Commons  were  obliged  to  lOt 
their  arguments  solely  on  the  gnnod  if 
convenience.  Such  was  the  temper  of  tk 
times,  joined  perhaps  to  the  prefsiIiiY£i* 
position  of  the  House  at  that  time,  te 
their  lordships  conceded,  and  the  trill  is 
held  in  Westminster-hall.  The  reSMoia* 
s^ed  by  the  Commons,  besides  the  aig^ 
mentofinGonvenience,  were  amilar  to  aat 
of  those  now  urged.  The  necefsary  soka- 
nitv  was  much  insisted  on,  so  wss  the  p^ 
puuurity.  What  was  the  conseqaence  of 
this  first  concession,  which  wasfolkmi 
by  several  others,  is  totally  needlesB  to» 
peat.  A  case  of  a  similar  nature  hsppesei 
the  very  next  year,  more  immedistdj  if' 
plicable  to  one  part  of  the  present  moMs; 
that  was  the  case  of  lord  Mordsont  ftr 
felony.  Here  the  same  controf  er^  aa 
renewed,  and  continued  from  the  beguoif 
of  1641,  to  June  1642,  when  the  l^dp' 
vemment  being  overtlirovn,  the  otfta 
never  came  to  &  finally  settled.  Oo  M 
those  occasions  the  great  Selden,  to  whm 
your  lordships  are  much  indebted  ArAi 
verjr  valuable  manuscripts  now  in  yoor  sol- 
session  ;  and  who  had  twenty  yesn  beW 
received  the  thanks  of  both  Houseii  tt 
his  useful  and  learned  researches  loto  Ai 


other  House ;  and  would,  it  may  be  ftl 
presumed,  have  maintained  the  ootp  d 
trying  peers  in  Westminster-haD,  st  Ac 
conference,  if  in  his  power.  iW  Ml 
being  the  qase,  I  am,  I  think,  wanaolA 
as  well  on  that  accpuiU  as  that  the  Cof 
mono  themselves  ^ve  up  the  poist  ii 
cootroveTliy^  and  rested  all  ap^  Ai 
argtmiliit  ofittcontenienoe  and  popoiari^i 
»  t 
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ui  affinniag  that  it  js  not  unprecedentisd 
to  trj  a  peer  or  peeress  indicted  for  felony 
It  tiie  bar  of  this  House.  The  precedents 
DOir  alluded  to  pvoTe  thif^  though  neither 
of  the  noble  lords  were  tried  here,  for  the 
reason  before  aasi^ed,  their  lordships 
baring  relinquished  m  one  instance  on  the 
ground  of  convenience,  and  in  the  other 
DUtter  having  dropped,  and  in  both  the 
Hoese  having  manifested  a  spirit  of  im- 
proper concession,  which,  in  the  end,  ter- 
DUDated  in  their  own  ruin  and  di8S<^lution : 
Dot,  however,  objecting  to  the  ground  of 
iaconvenieoce,  if  the  noble  viscount  con- 
tents to  withdraw  that  part  of  his  motion 
respecting  the  precedent,  though  I  think 
it  will  still  have  the  appearance  of  violence 
md  severity,  I  shall  not  be  for  disagreeing 
to  the  motion  thus  amended. 

Earl  Chnoer.  I  still  remain  of  my  former 
Dpioion,  that  Westmmster-hall,  on  the 
pound  of  solemnity  and  convenience,  is  a 
nimcfa  fitter  place  for  the  intended  trial 
than  the  bar  of  this  House.  The  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last,  has,  indeed,  confessed 
this  in  part.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  view 
uf  the  noble  earPs  sentiments.  It  issuffi* 
cient  to  determine^  without  entering  into 
I  farther  consideration,  that  the  committee 
have  declared  their  opinion,  that  the 
Chamber  of  Parliament  is  inconvenient; 
aid  that  no  sufficient  reason  has  been  yet 
Msigned  to  shew  that  the  trial  oufffat  not 
to  he  held  at  Westminster-halL  I  must 
bowever  obs^re,  that  the  atste  of  the 
liilv's  health  is  at  present  very  precarious ; 
IDQ  that  her  mind  is  so  to  avfected,  as  to 
render  her  very  unfit  for  making  her  de- 
feaoe  against  a  charge  or  so  heavy  a  nature*. 
It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  before  we  take 
loy  other  steps,  except  appointing  the 
place  of  trial,  that  we  snoula  call  upon  her 
physicians,  some  day  between  this  and  the 
reoess,  to  know  what  condition  she  is  m, 
uid  whether  she  will  be  able  to  undergo 
the  fiitigue  of  a  trial,  so  eari^  as  the  dav 

Eiointed  in  the  motion.  It  she  should, 
D  it.  will  be  time  enough  to  decide  upon 
the  mode  ahd'  all  the  other  circumstances 
nmseqttent  upon  a  trial  in  Westminoter* 
hill. 

Viscount  Dudley.  The  noble  earl  who 
objects  to  the  word  *  unprecedented,'  has 
taken  great  pains  to  shew,  ijbatthis  House 
have  claimeq  a  right  of  tnring  their  mem* 
hers  where  they  pleaseo.  If  his  arffa- 
nento  went  only  to  that,  I  should  rea£ly 
ftcquiesce:  the  position  contained  in  my 
laotion,  does  not  contradict  it :  it  only 
Mei  n  fact^  and  I  defy  hia  loidship  to 


quote  a  ungle  instance  in  which  any  peer 
has  been  tried  for  felony  in  any  other  place 
but  Westminster-ban.  The  precedents 
besides,  urged  by  his  lordship,  are  in  the 
reign  of  Charlei  the  1st.  1  should  have 
been  better  satisfied,  if  his  lordship  had 
referred  to  some  since  the  Revolution: 
for  long  before  that  period,  the  trials  in 
this  House  were  utterlv  disgraceful.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  the  nrinee,  by  se- 
lecting a  certain  number  ot  his  creatures, 
under  the  denomination  of  a  committee, 
to  sacrifice  any  man,  who  by  his  indepen* 
dent  spirit  had  rendered  himself  obnox- 
ious to  himself  or  his  roinbters.  If,  how- 
ever, the  noble  earl  produces  one  prece- 
dent, which  contradicts  the  termi  in  which 
my  motion  is  conceived,  I  am  willing  to 
relinquish  the  objectionable  part  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Marchmoni.  I  think  the 
cases  alluded  to,  fairly  prove  that  the  no* 
ble  viscount  seems  to  doubt.  They  at 
least  prove,  that  the  choice  remains  with 
your  lordships ;  and  it  seems  verv  hazar- 
dous to  establish  a  precedent  which  mieht, 
on.  some  future  occasion,  establish  a  doc- 
trine of  a  very  dangerous  nature.  It  is  a 
great  mistake,  that  a  fact  establishes  a  pre- 
cedent ;  whereas  nothing  caoxbe  more  dif- 
ferent. There  may  have  happened  many 
facts,  without  laying  a  foundation  for  esta- 
-blishing  a  single  precedent.  Those  facta 
may  have  been  attended  with  a  variety  of 
circumstances  now  impossible  to  be  ascer* 
tained  or  decided  on.  That  no  direct 
proof  can  be  produced  ef  aov  peer  being, 
tried  for  felony  at  the  bar  of  this  House, 
may  be  true;  but  that,  in  mv  opinioq, 
comes  very  short  of  a  precedent.  The  ^ 
present  motion,  if  carried,  would  at  least 
imply,  if  not  establish  such  a  precedent, 
which  cannot  be  supported  by  any  rule  of 
former  proceedings.    . 

Lord  LytteUon,  We  ard  convened  here 
this  day,  my  lords,  merelj^  to  decide  on  the 
time  and  place  for  the  trial  of  the  duchess 
of  Kingston.  The  committee  appointed 
bv  your  lordships  have  reported  that  the/ 
Parliament  Chamber  is  an  inconvenient 
place  for  that  purpose;  the  natural  con^ 
elusion  firom  which  is,  that  the  trial  ought 
to  be  held  in  Westminster-halL  I  have 
not  heard  a  sinsle  consideration  of  the 
least  weight  urged  against  it.  If  indeed  it 
had  appeared,  that  by  anv  accident  or  un- 
common circumstance,  the  lady  had  been 
brought  into  a  situation  which  would  ren- 
der a  trial  necessary,  and  in  which  the 
chaige  was  of  such  a  nature  as  te  bespeak 
the  innocence  of  th^  culprit,  no  one  would 
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be  readier  to  ^raol  every  poiuble  indal- 
geoce  the  natare  and  cireamstaiioesof  such 
a  case  would  necettarily  be  entitled  to.  Is 
that  the  case  here  ?  No,  my  lords,  should 
the  Uidy  be  convicted  of  the  charge  made 
against  her,  she  will  be  coDvicted  of  a 
crime  deeply  affecting  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  civil  societT;  and  should  the 
conviction  be  attended  with  proofii  of  fraud 
and  collusion,  it  will  appeir  with  every 
aggravation  of  the  most  unexampled  ini- 
quity. If  the  lady  be  innocent,  she  wiU 
surely  be  happy  in  having  her  innocence 
made  manifet^t:  if  the  charge  brought 
against  her  should  turn  out  to  be  true, 
none  of  your  lordships  would,  I  dare  say, 
wish  to  have  any  of  the  mortifications  re- 
sulting from  a  public  trial  mitigated  or 
softened,  much  less  totally  prevented. 
For  my  part,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  your 
lordships  to  make  the  trial  as  pubhc  as 
possible.  Places  where  justice  is  admi- 
nistered should  be  open  to  the  eye  of  the 
public.  What  will  be  the  case  here? 
There  will  be  room  for  twenty  or  thirty 
persons.  This,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
establishing  a  very  dangerous  precedent. 
It  might  material^  afiect  this  House,  it 
might  affect  your  lordships'  posterity,  and 
the  whole  body  of  the  Bntish  peerage.  A 
time  might  come,  when  a  peer  might  be 
brought  to  his  trial  at  this  bar,  when  only 
the  same  number  would  be  admitted  ,*  and 
care  might  be  taken  to  occupy  the  room 
with  persons  admitted  on  purpose  to  mis- 
represent what  had  happened,  which 
would  consequently  deprive  the  peerage 
of  the  privilege  of  a  fair,  indifferent,  and 
open  trial.  The  noble  earl,  who  has  this 
day  endeavoured,  to  produce  so  many  pre- 
cedents, has,  I  think,  drawn  them  from 
times  very  unfavourable  both  to  public 
liberty  and  true  constitutional  govern- 
ment. His  lordship  has  taken  them  from 
the  time  of  Charles  the  Ist.  But  I  trust 
that  the  principles  of  the  parliaments  in 
those  times  were  as  opposite  to  the  pre- 
sent, as  the  disposition  of  that  mistaken 
tyrant  was  to  that  of  his  present  majesty. 
As  to  the  precedent  this  motion  may  tend 
to  establisn,  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide  on 
it.  However,  as  it  has  been  so  strongly 
objected,  I  would  recommend  to  the  noble 
lord  who  made  the  motion,  to  substitute 
the  word  i  unusual'  for  <  unprecedented.' 
The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  noble  earl 
to  whom  this  House  has  been  so  often,  so 
highly,  indebted  for  his  great  and  exten- 
sive knowledge  in  matters  of  order,  has  I 
think  this  day  employed  his  great  leamiDg 


to  very  little  pnrpoae.  HeliasfiicndUi 
with  the  motioQ  made  by  the  noble  vis- 
count;  and  after  all  his  learned  retcarchei, 
be  has  produced  what  he  caBs  two  pnee- 
dents:  bat  when  we  oome  to  dsoise 
those  precedents,  what  do  they  torn  sot 
^o  be  ?  Why,  one  of  them  is  no  nece- 
dent  at  all,  for  the  noUe  lord  alUed 
to  was  never  tried ;  and  the  other  proves 
expressly  the  yery  contrary  of  vhst  the 
noble  earl  has  enidesvoarBd  to  esubliih; 
lord  Strafford  being  tried  in  WestmiaSter* 
hall,  and  not  in  the  Parliament  ChasBber. 
I  think  the  motion  establishes  no  new  pre- 
cedent, recognizes  no  old  one :  it  mofkf 
states  a  matter  of  fact,  that  it  is  unmo^ 
dented  to  try  peers  charged  «nth  reloaj, 
in  the  Parliament  Chambo-.  If  the  nsUe 
earl  can  contradict  it,  the  matter  n&  be 
at  once  settled :  if  not,  I  cannot  see  ssj 
solid  objection  to  the  motion,  as  it  aov 
stands. 

Lord  Sarufys*  I  think  the  optioo  of 
trying  any  member  of  our  own  body,  eidxr 
here  or  in  Westminster-hall,  is  desrij 
vested  in  this  House ;  nor  can  I  see  the 
two  precedents  mentioned  early  in  tUi 
debate,  in  the  same  light  widi  the  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last ;  for  the  proof  bdn; 
put  on  the  Commons,  and  their  not  beisg 
able  to  make  it  out,  appears  to  me  a  verf 
*  strange  reason,  that  the  precedent  wsi  n 
their  favour. 

Viscount  Dudley.    I  have  no  desire  ts 

Eess  the  motion,  as  it  now  stands,  oa  tbe 
ouse ;  yet  I  have  not  heard  a  siogle 
reason  to  induce  me  to  change  my  opiniak 
The  first  part  states  a  fact,  which  remsiBi 
uncontraoicted ;  and  I  believe  ever  wiO, 
from  any  thing  that  has  hitherto  passed  as 
a  similar  occasion.  The  noble  lord  (Lr^ 
telton)  has  suggested  an  alteration,  bf 
substituting  the  word  *  unusual'  for  *  00- 
precedented ;'  but  1  think  it  better  to  eak 
the  whole  sentence  than  admit  of  any  sodi 
change,  which  would  imply  what  a  not 
warranted  by  fact— that  trials  for  feloB/ 
have  at  any  time  been  held  in  the  Fsrfifr' 
ment  Chamber.**His  lordship  then  made 
the  motion  thus  amended;  which  w 
agreed  to. 

1776. 

•  - 

Debate  in  the  Commons  rdeHve  to  s 
Message  sent  to  the  ParUament  ifJrdni 
concerning  the  Employment  of  Foreip 
Troops.']  Feb.  15, 1776.  Mr.  T.  Toma^ 
hend  spoke  fully  upon  theprivil^esof  tbs 
House  of  Commons.  He  maintkioed,  tbst 
the  only  true  substantial  meaoiDg  or  idea 
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bose  pri?ilege6  conveyed  was,  that  they 
rere  the  indubitable  right  of  aU  the  Corn- 
sons  of  England,  who  had  one  general 
sterest  in  them.  That  to  be  sure,  in  a 
sore  confined  sense,  they  were  particu* 
irly  applied  first  to  that  House,  as  a  de- 
berate  body,  and  one  of  the  branches  of 
lie  legislature:  secondly,  to  the  indivi* 
oal  members  who  composed  that  body, 
le  did  not  intend  to  make  them,  how« 
ver,  the  subject  of  this  day's  business ; 
ley  were  but  of  inferior  consequence, 
'ben  opposed  to  that  great  privilege,  the 
ower  or  granting  money,  or  keeping  the 
une  of  their  qonstituents  -safe  irom  the 
snds  of  violence,  art  or  fraud-.  This  was 
trust  of  the  first  magnitude;  it,  in  fact, 
iduded  every  other ;  for  so  long  as  that 
as  preserved  inviolate,  the  crown  would 
sroain  under  the  constitutional  controul 
r  prliament ;  so  soon  as  that  was  wrested 
J  open  force,  defeated  by  indirect  means, 
r  done  away  by  fraud,  t,^e  liberties  and 
le  privileges  ot  the  people  would  be  an* 
ihilated.  He  expatiated  on  the  com- 
lendable  jealousy  of  that  House  whenever 
le  least  attempt  had  been  made  in  that 
ly  even  by  the  other  House ;  but  when 
Dy  endeavours  were  made  by  the  crown, 
r  its  ministerial  agents,  the  Commons  at 
li  times  caught  the  alarm  ;  they  had  uni» 
mnly  united,  as  if  they  were  actuated  by 
De  soul,  to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  crown 
>  encrpach  upon  their  power  of  granting 
r  refusing  the  money  to  be  raised  on 
leiQselves  or  their  constituents.  He  then 
pened  the  cause  which  induced  him  U> 
like  these  observations;  and  read  the 
allowing  papers : 

Message  to  the  Irish  House  of  Commons. 

«*  Jovis,  Nov.  2S,  1774. 
<*  Harcourt*'— I  have  his  Majesty's 
^mmand,  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  situa- 
OD  of  affiiirs,  in  part  of  his  American  domi- 
tons,  is  such,  as  makes  it  necessary,  for 
le  hijnour  and.  safety  of  the  British 
mpire,  and  for  the  support  of  his  Ma- 
isty's  just  riffhts,  to  desire  the  concur- 
tttce  of  his  faithful  parliament  of  Ireland, 
i  sending  out  of  this  kingdom,  a  force  not 
Kceeding  4,000  men,  part  of  the  number 
Mroops  upon  this  establishment,  •ap- 
mnted  to  remain  in  this  kingdom,  for -its 
efence,  and  te  declare  to  you,  his  Ma- 
rty's most  gracious  intentions,  that  such 
Art  of  his  army  as  shall  be  spared  out  of 
lis  kingdom,  to  answer  the  present  ext* 
encyof  afiairs,  is  not  to  continue  a  charge 
ponthis  establiahment  to  long  as  they. 


shall  remain  out  of  the  Idngdono 
further  commanded  to  inform  you 
his  Majesty  has  nothing  more  at  he 
the  security  and  protection  of  his  [ 
Ireland,  it  is  his  intention,  if  it  be 
sire  of  parliament,  to  replace  sue! 
as  may  be  sent  out  of  this  king^ 
an  equal  number  of  foreign  Pi 
troops,  as  soon  as  his  Majesty 
enabled  so  to  do.  The  charge 
troops  to  be  defrayed  without  any  i 
to  this  kingdom." 

''  Extract  from  the  Address  of  ] 
&c»  to  Lord  Harcourt. 

<<  That  your  excellency  will  be 
to  return  his  Majesty  our  most 
thanks  for  his  eracious  declaratit 
his  Majesty  hath  nothing  more  i 
than  the  security  and  protection 
people  of  Ireland,  of  wnich  his 
has  given  a  signal  proof,  by  his  of 
shall  be  the  desire  of  parliament 
place  such  forces  as  may  be  seni 
this  kingdom,  by  an  equal  nun 
foreign    Protestant    troops,    the 
thereof  to  be  defrayed,  without 
pence  to  this  kingdom." 

"  Extract  from  the  Votes  ofthe  H 
Commons  of  Ireland. 

'<  An  amendment  was  propose 
made  to  the  resolution,  by  inierti 
the  word  <  resolved,'  the  rollowing 
viz.  <<  That  having,  in  consequent 
Majesty's  gracious  recommendatit 
of  our  mature  consideration  of  the 
this  country,  repeatedly  declared  < 
nion,  that  12,000  men  are  neces 
the  defence  of  this  kingdom ;  bein 
ble  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  tl 
reposed  in  us,  should  we  have  su 
our  constituents  to  a  very  heavv  e 
ia  times  oif  perfect  tranquillity,  for 
pose  of  providing  a  force,  which  w 
part  with  in  the  times  of  dangc 
being  convinced,  that  since  the 
which  we  first  declared  12,000  me 
necessary,  the  probabtlitv  of  a  wai 
creased,  and  not  diminished." 

<<  Mr.  Speaker's  Speech  to  his  Ex< 
Simon  Earl  of  Harcourt. 

**  LuHiBj  25  Die  Decembrist 
**  May  it  please  your  Excellency 
condnct  of  the  Commons,  in  the  a 
this  session,  has  marked  more  strc 

f>ossible,  than  in  any  former  perio 
oyaltv,  duty  and  anection  to  his  A 
and  their  zeal  for  the  interest  and 
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of  Great  Britain.^  At  the  hazard  of  their 
otrn  safety  they  have  conaeDted  to  part 
with  one  tnird  of  the  forces  deemed  neces- 
sary to  be  maintained  at  all  times  withip 
this  kingdom  for  its  defeace,  in  a  season 
when  powerful  reasons  existed  for  retain- 
ing them,  without  putting  Grea^Britain 
to  the  expence  of  replacing  themi  though 
generously  offered ;  and  they  have  dieer- 
fully  granted  to  his  Majc^  a  very  oonsi- 
deraUe  supply,  in  addition  to  all  former 
duties,  thougn  the  liberality  of  the  last 
session  serve!  only  to  cxpoM  the  weak- 
ness of  their  resources.  This  disposition 
in  the  Commons  they  douht  not  your  ex- 
cellency will  improve  to  their  aimatage; 
and  they  trust  tnat  through  your  excel- 
lency's favourable  representation,  it  will 
serve  to  unite  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  still  closer  bonds  of  mntuaFaffiBCtion,  so 
necessanr  to  the  security  and  propriety  of 
both.  They  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
your  excellency's  generous  efibrts  to  open 
to  them  new  sources  of  commerce,  ana  to 
remove  some  restraints  upon  the  old ;  they 
see  with  joy  a  beam  of  liffit  bmk  through 
that  dark  cloud  which  las  so  long  over* 
shadowed  this  nation ;  and  they  are  ani- 
mated with  the  hope  that  the  honour  is 
reserved  for  your  excellency's  administra- 
tion, of  establishing  this  important  truth, 
that  nothing  will  contribute  more  to  aug- 
ment the  strength  and  wealth  of  Great 
Britain,  than  the  increase  of  both  in  this 
kingdom." 

Having  read  these  papers,  he  said,  the 
'message  contained  two  propositions,  by 
both  which  the  parliament  (^.  Great  Bri- 
tain were  pledged  to  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land^ if  it  should  accept  the  conditions 
held  forth  by  this  message,  to  pay  for  the 
troops  to,  be  sent  to  America,  and  to  re- 
place them  with  4,000  foreign  Protestants; 
and  further  to  induce  the  Irish  nation  to 
accept  of  this  insidious  bargain,  she  was  to 
have  12,000  men  within  the  kingdom,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  berelievea  cf  a  bur- 
then of  8O,O0O2i  per  annum.  Sudi  a  pro- 
position could  only  have  originated  in  the 
worst  designs,  or  must  have  been  the 
effect  of  the  most  consumnuite  fdly. 
For  what  was  tlie  whole  measure  taken  to- 
gether ?  the  minister  on  this  or  the  other 
side  of  the  iraler,  no  HMtler  which,  makes 
'  the  King  eneage  his  royal  word,  that  the 
expence  shall  be  borne  by  the  parliament' 
of  Great  Britam;  butaddmfffoUy  toteme* 
rit^,  makes  him  promise,  mat  uteat  Bri- 
tam shall  pay  for  8,000  men,  thougKif 
the  baiigain  was  accepted,  she  would  ac« 


tuidly  have  but  4,000  men  in  her  serrice. 
After  thus  stating,   in  his  opinion,  the 
meaning  of  the  words,  he  proceeded  to 
shew,  that  they  were  received  in  thb  sense 
by  the  Irish  parliament,  though  neither  of 
the  offers  were  received  in  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  quoted  the  Speaker's  speech, 
delivered  at  ^  Che  bar  of  the   House  of 
Lords,  on  tiie  25fli  December,  1775,  in 
which  he  oflfers,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, to  send  the  4,000  natives  out  of 
the  kingdom,  without  putting  Great  Bri- 
tain to  the  expence  of  repucing  them, 
though    generously  o£fered.      He    then 
stated  the  complaiptin  thefc{)lowing  words: 
«*  That  the  earl  of  Harcourt,  lord  lieu- 
tenant-general and  general  governor  of 
Ireland,  did,  on  the  23d  of  November 
last,  in  breach  of  the  privil^e  and  in  de- 
nmtion  of  the  honour  and  authority  of 
this  House,  send  a  written  message  to  the 
House  of  CommoQs  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  signed  with  his  own  hand  to  the 
following  effect."     [Here  he  recited  the 
message  in  p.  1 129.]  He  moved,  **  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  matter  of  the  said  Complaint,  and  to 
report  the  same,   as  it  shall  appear  to 
them,  to  the  House." 

Sir  George  Yonge  seconded  the  motiao. 

Lord  Ciare  saioT  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentle- 
man who  made  the  mouon,  had  been 
lavish  of  his  encomiums  on  Irdaod,.  hot 
did  not  offer  a  sylhd)le  in  behalf  of  poor 
Britain.  Irdand  retained  a  proper  sense 
of  fire^om;  she  would  not  admit  fo- 
reigners, even  wijLh  the  consent  of  parlia- 
ment ;  her  principles  were  sound,  her 
manners  pure;  her  counsels  uncontami- 
nated ;  while  poor  degenerate  Britain  was 
fallen  from  her  former  greatness,  and  was 
sunk  into  the  lowest  extreme  of  corrtm- 
tion,  folly,  and  want  of  spirit;  yet  whue 
he  was  proud  to  hear  his  country  so  highly 
extoUec^  he  could  not  help  lamenting  that 
fallen  Britain  had  not  one  friend  to  stand 
forUi  in  her  defence.  His  lordship  having 
continued  his  vein  of  irony  tor  a  while, 
commented  upon  the  two  proposittoos. 
The  offer  of  sending  foreigners  and  of 
defWiying  the  expence  signified  nothing; 
no  such  offer  or  promise  was  intended ;  it 
was  all  the  idle  reveries  of  a  gentleman, 
whom,  fordefiuttfliarity  of  expression,  be 
would  call  by  the  name  of*  Mr.  Edmund 
Sexton  Peny.  He  knew  Mr.  Perry  very 
well,  and  knew  him  to  be  a  good  sort  of  a 
considerate, .honest, , sensible  man;  hot, 
however  sensible  Mr.  Perry  mi^t  be,  the 
House  was  not  bomid  by  his  mterpieta* 
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tion«.    The  hoD.  mover  Baid,   ihat  Mr. 
P«rrv  went  to  the  bar  of  the  Home  of 
Lonu,.  and  deKvered  a  i^tain  speechi  and 
thal^the  lord  lieatenant  acquiesced  in  that 
ioterpretation  of  the  measake,  because  he 
did  not  contradict  it.    Would  he  have 
lord  Harcourt  riae  and  come  to  Mr.  Perry 
to  the  bar>  and  contradict  him,  by  tellins 
bim  he  never  meant  any  such  Uiing  ?  I 
dare  say  he  would  hanUy  be  so  unrea* 
Knable.    I  have,  indeed,  beard  it  asserted 
bj  some  of  my  countrymen,  ihat  they 
ipoke  better  English  than  the  people  of 
tnu  country.-   It  may  be  S0|  but  it  is  the 
Snt  time  t  ever  heard  it  asserted,  that 
liey  understand  it  better.    I  presume  that 
Mr.   Perry    thought  he  understood  the 
nessage ;  but  I  will  not  allow  tliat  either 
ord  Harcourt  or  this  House,  are  bound  to 
ibide  by  his  interpretation ;  neither  can  I 
«  persuaded  that  the  House  of  Commons 
if  Ireland  are  any  more  bound  than  we 
ire  by  his  conceptions.    For  what  does 
he  whole  amount  to  ?    Mr.  Perry,  in  his 
lulividual  capacity,  says  so  and  so.    What 
\  that  to  the  House  of  Commons?  He  is 
ipeaker  it  is  true,^  but  what  he  does  out  of 
le  House  when  he  b  not  instructed,  is  no 
lore  the*  act  of  that  House»  than  if  it  had 
een  done  by  any  other  person. 
Mr.  CanoUy  aaid,  that  he  was  an  Irish- 
lan  as  well  aa  the  noble  lord,  and  as  Ire* 
ud  wag  to  be  the  subject  of  that  day,  in 
le  cocking  phrase,  he  was  ready  to  pit 
imself  fi^gainat  bim.    He  wasnot  surprised 
lat  the  noble  lord  was  in  such  extreme 
Dod  humour  with  nunistera  on  both  sides 
r  the  water,  aa  his  lordship  and  three 
Jiers,    who    enjoyed   sinecure  employ- 
entSy  had  a  present  made  them  in  one 
ij  of  14*,000».  (meaning  the  arrangement 
'the  vice-treasurers,  and  thederk  of  the 
^)  and  lest  a  possibility  should  arise  of 
ty  defalcation  of  their  salaries,  parlla- 
ent  was  so  good>homoured,  while  they 
creased  the  salary,  to  take  upon  them- 
Ivea  to  provide  |>ayment  out  of  the  pub* 
I  purse  for  deputies,  who  were  to  do  Jhe 
(ty.    It  was,  therefore,  no  wonder  that 
I  lordship  and  his  colleagues  should  be 
irry,  while  Ireland  continued  to  be  sad, 
see  the  salaries  of  sinecure  places  raised, 
lile  she    was   mortgaghng  her   funds, 
rin^  on  nevr  duties,  and  providinjip  fdr 
ficiencies  of  grants.    He  gave  a  picture 
Ireland  ;  an  exhausted  treasury,  ruined 
de,  starying  manufacturers,   accumu- 
Ing  pensions,  new  created  places,  state 
pressions,   daily  executions,    a  ruined, 
uldering  army,  increasing  debts,  castle 


jobs,  bands  of  ruffians  in  de6ance  of  law, 
and  beyen4  the  power  of  punishment ;  ia 
short,  every  public  evil  and  private  mis- 
chief that  ever  was  on  earth  to  curse  and 
debase  mankind.  He  did  not  arise  to  the 
question  simply  stated,  whether  the  mes- 
sage was  really  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Commons  of  England,  but  princi- 
pally to  give  an  account  of  what  passed  in 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  when  sir 
John  Bla(]uire  brought  the  message  from 
the  lord  heutenant.  That  House  refused 
the  ofer,  upon  two  principles ;  first,  be- 
cause they  thought  the  mtroduction  of 
foreign  troops  an  unconstitutional  and 
dangerous  measure;  and,  k^ondly,  be^ 
cause  it  was  thought  that  the  ministry  had 
no  mind  that  they  should  have  them,  for 
sir  John  himself  voted  against  them.  He 
said,  Ireland  was  quite  defenceless^  that 
the  12,000  nominal  men  were  only  10,800, 
out  of  which  4,000  were  Jo  be  sent  away ; 
that  the  White-boys  were  goyernors  of  all 
the  south  of  Ireland,  where  four*fifths  of 
the  people  were  Catholics;  that  no  private 
gentleman  could  be  sure  of  his  life,  sitting 
there  in  his  own  house,  for  one  half  hour ; 
that  more  troops  were  really  wanting,  in- 
stead of  taking  those  away  they  had  al- 
ready ;  that  men  had  their  ears  sawn  off, 
and  others  were  buried  alive,  to  the  dis- 
grace of  government,  that  could  not  or 
would  not  protect  the  people;  that  the 
peasfl(ntry  were  in  such  a  state  of  poverty, 
that  no  revolution  uj^  change  of  situation 
could  .possibly  be  to  them  lor  the  worse* 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  said,  the  meaning  of 
the  message  had  been  mistaken;  that 
taking  the  'expressions  in  any  light,  no 
breach  of  privileffe  could  be  deduced  from 
them.  He  recaUed  to  the  remembrance 
of  the  House,  that  in  1769,  when  the  Irish 
establishment  was  raised  from  12,000  to 
15,0(^  men,  his  Maiesty  passed  a  royal 
personal  promise  to  the  Irish  parliament^ 
that  there  should  never  be  less  than 
12,000  men  in  Ireland,  except  in  case  of 
actual  invasion  or  rebellion  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. Now,  the  earl  of  Harcourt's  mes- 
sage had  reference  to  this  promise^  as  the 
present  want  of  troops  was  not  within 
those  exceptions,  it  certainly  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's first  business  to  be  absolved  from 
that  promise,  hj  the  parties' to  whom  it 
was  made :  but  if  he  had  applied  first  to 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  it  must 
have  been  for  their  approbation  of  a  mea- 
sure in  direct  breach  of  his  promise  to  Ire- 
land. He  compared  it  to  tne  King's  pro- 
posipg    militarjr   e8td>lishment8   to   the 
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House ;  the  King  does  the  whole  by  his 

Prerogative,  and  leaves  nothing  to  the 
louse  of  Commons  but  to  vote  the  money. 
Is  not  this  engaging  for  the  consent  of  par- 
liament ?  Yet  aU  the  world  knows  that  the 
House  may  object  to  them^  and  conse- 
quently that  they  cannot  be  effective  with- 
out their  consent. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  the  first  part  of  the 
message  was  agreeable  to  the  sense  now 
put  on  it  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last :  but  the  other  part  seemed  a  little  ob- 
scure at  first  sight ;  yet  it  might  be  con- 
cluded, that  as  a  measure  of  government, 
it  could  never  be  in  the  idea  of  the  minis- 
ter to  make  such  -an  attempt,  in  express 
contradiction  to  the  Disbanding  Act  of  king 
William.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  fair  In- 
ference to  say,  that  the  expression  ^  ena- 
bled so  to  do,''  meant  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  British  parliament.  If  he 
thought  administration  had  any  other  in- 
tention in  view,  no  man  would  be  more 
r  ady  to  join  in  a  vote  of  disapprobation 
and  censure.  He  condemned  the  conduct 
of  the  minister,  respecting  the  Indemnity 
Bill,  and  disapproved  of  introducing  fo- 
reigners into  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, without  the  consent  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Powys  had  little  doubt  that  the 
message  under  consideration  meant  more 
than  it  expressed,  and  was  intended  as  an 
experiment  to  try  if  the  Ifish  parliament 
would  consent  to  receive  foreign  troops, 
in  order  to  establish  a  precedent  which 
might  be  afterwards  employed  to  other 
purposes. 

viscount  Middleton  said,  he  had  a  for- 
tune in  both  kingdoms,  but  had  no  pre- 
dilection for  either  in  a  political  light,  be- 
cause he  looked  upon  their  interests  to  be 
mutual ;  but  whatever  other  gentlemen 
might  think  of  the  message,  he  had  not  a 
doubt  but  it  aimed  at  One  fixed  object, 
that  was,  to  habituate  both  countries  to 
certain  notions  which  must  in  the  end  re- 
duce the  parliament  of  each  to  be  the  mere 
instruments  of  the  crown,  without  the  least 
degree  of  will  or  independence  whatever. 
It  was  a  scheme,  however  deep,  formed 
nevertheless  on  very  simple  principleli, 
and  went  directly  to  vest  in  the  crown  the 
virtual  power  of  taxing,  as  opportunity 
might  serve,  both  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. In  Ireland  the  minister  was  taught 
to  ask  some  favour ;  then  England  was  to 
be  pledged.  In  England  again,  when  cir- 
cumstances recurred,  Irelanid  was  to  be 
taxed  in  order  to  maintain  tihe  supremacy 
•f  the  British  legislature. 
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Mr.  Dunning  divided  the  meKage  into 
two  parts.     On  the  first  he  obienrol,  tbt 
it  contained  no  condition  implied  ores- 
pressed.     It  was  bis  Majesty's  ioteimoD 
as  immediately  proceeding  from  \k  om 
mindy  declared  in  the  most  poiitive  teroi 
the  English  language  is  cspable  of  ooa- 
veyihg,  to  pay  for  the  4,000  men,  if  the 
Irish  House  of   Commons  shoaid  &m 
to  consent  or  accept  of  the  tenns.   It  ni 
impossible  in  the  nature  of  thiags^thitaof 
man  possessed  of  any  thing  he  coakl  pr«- 
perly  call  his  own,  or  binding  himsdf  It 
the  execution  of  any  act  within  his  pover, 
could  promise  in  terms  more  c]ear,|Miitiie, 
or  unequivocal,  than  those  in  whidi  da 
part  of  the  message  was  conceired.  Ti 
get  clear  of  this,  he  said,  two  moda  W 
been  adopted,  both  with  equal  bad  soceea 
One  of  those  was  a  naked  contradiM 
to  the  obvious  sense  of  the  words;  ht 
snch  an  unsupported  denial  wasabsodoiRi 
in  the  very  instant  it  was  urged;  for  tie 
noble  4ord  T Clare)  and  the  hoo-goidf 
man  (Mr.  Ellis)  who  asserted  at  rnda^ 
being  eonscio^9  that  it  was  but  a  rsodn 
assertion,  endeavoured  to  explain  it,byflf-  > 
ing  that  the  affiiir  was  conducted  preonf 
in  the    manner  of  a  subsidiary  tRilf>, 
This,  he  said,  was  still  worse,  for  so  irgi' 
ment  was  better  than  a  bad  one.   Its* 
well  known,  that  the  king  when  treHiil 
with    foreigners,   represented  the  flttki 
wihch  could  never  be  the  case,  when  Ml* 
ing  with  one  part  of  the  subjects,  aad«* 
gaging'  for  another ;    besides  the  cath 
quences,  had  the  offer  been  accepted  bf 
the  Irish  parliament,  would  have  crttihfi^ 
ed  the  distinction  beyond  all  qoeitiiL 
The  troops,  if  the  season  of  the  yeartf 
permitted,  might  be  now  in  Americs;  it 
foreigners  might  be  landed  in  Irdai^ 
Great  Britain  was  pledged ;   the  csiaeii 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  emplojiii 
and  the  necessary  arrangements  by  vW 
the  measure  was  to  be  brought  about,  ii< 
favourite  one ;  so  that  thewhde  boiMi 
might  be  effected  by  his  Majesty*!  taff 
intention,  as  completely  without,  as  «ik 
the   consent  of  the  British  pariisatft 
The  second  part  of  the  message,  he  i» 
sisted,  was  clear  and  explicit.     TbeA 
was  to  replace  the  4,000  troops,  by  * 
equal  number  of  foreign  Protestaota,  '■ 
it  be  the  desire  of  p^Hiament"  H0* 
again  was  clear  intention,  and  oier  er* 
pressed,  with  the  condition  moaA^ 
was,  *<  if  it  be  the  desire,"  4c    By  eiej 
rule  of  legal   construction  or 
s^nsei  if  there  be  an  undettakbg 
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(Mfiied  bj  o  condition,  if  the  coDdition  be 
leoepted  bj  the'  party  to  whom  it  is  pro- 
potedy  the  bargain  ia  from  that  instant 
eoo^plete,  and  roatoally  binding  on  both 
pertiee.      If,  then,  the  proposition  was  a 
positive  one,  and  it  had  been  accepted,  it 
anlj  remained  to  discover  whether  or  not 
it  was  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  word  was  thus  pledged  without  be- 
ing consulted.     This,  he  presumed,  would 
lequircf  very  little  proof.    No  man  would 
say  that  Hanover  was  tp  bear  the  burden. 
He  could  less  think  that  any  of  his  Ma* 
jasty's  new  allies  were  to  do  so,  however 
aealeos  they  might  be  for  chastising  his 
Kbelliotta  aubjects  in  America.    The  civil 
list,  he  suspected,  was  still  less  equal  to  af- 
ferd  so  heavy  a  disbursement.      Where, 
then,  could  the  necessary  means  of  pay- 
ing so  large  a  body  of  men  be  obtained, 
wX  from    the  British    parliament?     He 
mderstood  this  famous  message  had  been 
disavowed  by  the  minister,  and  his  friends 
00  this  side  of  the  water.    He  presumed 
the  minister  on  the  other  side  did  not 
venture  to  do  it  enttrelv  on  his  own  judg- 
ment.   This  excited  his  curiosity  to  know 
where  it  originated.     It  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient answer,  if  the  minister  either  here  or 
ttt  Ireland  owned  it.    If  neither  did,  and 
the  advice  came  from  another  quarter,  he 
should  be  glad  to  know,  because  in  such 
aa  event  more  particularly,  it  would  be  the 
duty,  as  it  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  this 
House,  to  sift  the  matter  to  the  bottom, 
in  order  to  come  at  the  real  author  or  au- 
thors. 

Lord  North  gave  a  narrative  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  establishment,  which  took 
place  in  Ireland  in  1769,  and  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's promise  to  his  Irish  parliament,  that 
12,000  men  should  always  remain  within 
that  kingdom,  except  in  the  event  of  a 
rebellion  in  this.    He  said,  the  royal  pro- 
iiuse,  though  binding  on  his  Majesty,  was 
not  law,  therefore  sending  the  troops  out 
of  the  kingdom,  to  the  amount  of  any 
number,  was  perfectly  legal.   His  lordship 
■aid,  he  would  not  answer  the  general 
^question  put  to  him  by  tlie  last  hon.  gen- 
titaan ;  not  chusing  to  gratify  mere  curio- 
sity* at  the  expence  of  betraying  the  se- 
crets* of  the  cabinet.      He  avowed  the 
having  co-operated  with  the  rest  of  the 
Jong's  servants  in  giving  general  instruc- 
tions ;   but  would  not  charge  his  memory 
f  ith  having  any  immediate  hand  in  draw- 
^^  up  the  particular  letter  or  paper,  on 
*Uch  the  present  measure  was  supposed 
to  be  taken.    He  thought  it  was  perfectly 
tVOU  XVIII.]  r  / 


justifiable,  and  was  willing  to  share  in  the 
consequences.  Yet  he  could  not  see  how 
it  was  fair  in  argument  to  charge  adminis" 
tratiott  here  with  specific  measures  taken 
in  Ireland ;  nor  could  be  conceive,  either 
positively  or  by  implication,  that  he  or  hia 
colleagues  were  bound  in  any  manner  by 
what  passed  in  another  kingdom.  To 
some  allusions  relative  to  the  Hanoverians 
being  sent  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and 
the  fate  of  the  Indemnity  ^Bill,  he  replied, 
he  thought  the  measure  perfectly  legal, 
and  was  ready  to  meet  his  adversaries  on 
that  ground  whenever  they  thought  fit. 
He  gave  a  history  of  the  inderanitj^  BiU, 
and  in  a  humorous  way,  proved  that  it  was 
thrown  out  by  a  noble  marquis  (of  Rock- 
ingham) in  the  other  House; 

Lord  John  Cavendish  rose  to  give  his 
attestation  of  the  personal  worth  of  lord 
Haroourt  He  observed,  that  his  lordship 
bad  been  little  acquainted  with  public  bu- 
siness, till  his  late  appointment;  there- 
fore, if  it  was  his  own  measure,  he  was 
nmch  the  more  excusable;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  not.  However,  if  it  was 
not,  as  the  Irish  nation  had  been  too  wise 
and  too  spirited  to  accept  of  one  part  of 
the  proposal ;  and  as  ministers,  whatever 
they  might  aiffect  to  the  contrary,  had  not 
dared  to  send  a  single  man  ootof  IreUind, 
on  such  an  authority,  the  matter  hardly^ 
deserved  the  attention  some  gentlemen 
seemed  willing  to  bestow  on  it.  The  peo* 
pie  of  Ireland  had  already  done  half  the 
business,  by  refusing  the  offer ;  the  minis- 
try bad  in  fiict  done  the  other  half,  from 
their  own  fear ;  so  that  on  the  whole,  he 
did  not  desire  to  send  the  matter  to  a  com- 
mittee, but  wished  to  come  to  some  deci- 
sive resolution,  which  would  condemn  the 
whole  transaction,  without  any  particular 
reference  or  application  to  those  who 
might  be  supposed  to  have  first  planned, 
or  endeavoured  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. 

Lord  George  Germain  contended,  that 
whatever  might  have  been  the  sense  of 
the  message,  his  Majesty's  servants  could 
not  be  supposed  to  be  strictly  answerable 
for  its  contents.  He  said,  that  lord  Har- 
court  might  have  mistaken,  or  exceeded 
his  instructions.  But  whether  he  did  or 
did  not,  the  first  part  of  the  message  only 
proposed  a  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Irish  parliament,  clearly  and  legally 
within  the  constitutional  exercise  of  the 
regal  power.  If  his  Majesty  had  not 
given  his  royal  promise  to  keep  12,000 
men  within  the  lungdom,  he  might  have 
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ordered  the  whole  of  the  troops  on  that 
establuhment,  to  any  part  of  the  British 
dominions  he  pleased*  without  applying  to 
parliament*  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
•what  passed  in  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons  of  Ireland,  but  he  could  not 
perceive  what  direct  relation  it  bore  to 
what  was  now  under  consideration.  The 
efficient  minister,  as  he  was  called,  was 
likewise  much  spoicen  of.  Sir  John 
Blaqoiere  said  this,  and  sir  John  Bla^ 
quiere  said  that;  but  for  his  part,  what 
sir  John  Blaquiere  said  one  way  or  the 
other,  was  of  no  great  consequence.  He 
knew  a  sir  John  Blaquiere,  and  had  been 
in  conversation  with  him,  but  in  what 
way  what  he  said  could  be  made  a  ground 
of  censure  on  a  British  ministry,  was 
more  than  he  could  reconcile  to  the  rela- 
tion they  really  stood  in  to  each  other ;  if 
they  stood  in  any.  He  confessed  the  mea* 
sure  of  paying  for  8,000  men,  when  we 
were  to  have  Uie  service  of  but  4,000,  was 
extremely  unoeconomical  and  improper;  yet 
if  4,000  men  could  be  ha4  upon  no  better 
terms,  and  it  was  supposed  more  proper  to 
send  natives  than  foreigners  to  America, 
the  measure  on  that  account,  and  that 
alone,  might  be  defended. 

Lord  Imhatn^  As  1  am  just  returned 
from  Ireland,  where  1  have  attended 
closely  to  the  proceedings  of  that  parlia- 
ment, it  may  be  expect^  from  me  to  say 
aomething  on  the  present  question.  I 
shall  therefore  endeavour  to  shew  the 
House,  whether  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
ConoUy)  a  member  of  that  parliament,  as 
well  as  of  this,  has  given  you  a  true  acpount 
of  the  conduct  of  government  there,  rela^ 
tive  to  the  matter  now  before  you;  or 
whether  the  representation  of  it  by  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  motion  ought 
most  to  be  relied  on.  The  doubt  to  be 
cleared  up  is,  what  was  really  the  mean* 
ing  of  government  there  in  the  messase 
sent  to  both  Houses  >  The  words  of  l£e 
message  have  been  already  read  to  you, 
and  it  has  been  very  ingeniously,  though 
somewhat  variously  explained,  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Treasury-bench:  but  the 
lord  lieutenant's  secretary  (who  is  always 
considered  as  the  minister  in  the  Irish 
House  of  Commons)  cleariy.  interpreted 
the  meaning  of  it ;  which  i^as,  that  the 
Irish  parliament  should  consent  to  the  in- 
troducing into' that  country  4,000  foreign 
Protestants,  Hessians  and  Brunswickers, 
to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain;  in  con- 
sideration of  which,  they  should  assure 
his  Majesty  of  their  readiness  to  spare 


4,000  men  of  the  troops  on  the  Imb 
establishment  for  the  semoe  in  Aamie^ 
to  be  likewise  paid  by  Great* Britain;  ssd 
it  was  expatiated  upon  by  him'  sad  A 
those  who  spoke  on  the  side  of  gorea* 
ment,  *  how  advantageous  such  an  ofcr 
must  be,  which  provided  eqoalty  lor  tke 
safety  of  Ireland^  as  if  their  own  trsopi 
had  remained  in  it,  and  would  montm 
bring  80,000^  into  that  kingdom.  Ik 
speech  was  answered  by  admresBei  froa 
both  Houses,  returning  thanks  fiv  (be 
offer,  but  refusing  the  introdnotien  of  lli 
foreign  troops ;  proving  thai  they  dsw  to 
defend  their  country,  even  in  its  picMl 
precarious  situation,  by  the  eiertioD  4 
their  own  efforts,'  ratlier  than  adopt  lo  » 
constitutional  a  measure :  but  at  the  am 
time  they  consented  by  address,  to  mi 
to  America  the  4,000  additional  tnNfi 
requested  of  them;  both  Houses  iiDd» 
standing,  however,  that  an  Act  should  ht 
jpassed  to  legalize  the  terms  of  the  «i 
address,  as  the  crown  had  precluded  iat 
by  act  of  parliament  from  the  power  d 
seadlnf  more  than  about  S^lOO  measiSlt 
that  kingdom,  which  number  it  had  ik 
ready  exceeded.  A  BiU  was  acconfiiflf 
brought  in,  wherein  were  inserted  til 
clauses  calculated  to  efiect  that  pnrpw; 
but  to  the  astonisliment  of  the  pabfe 
those  clauses  were  thrown  out  in  E^^ 
land :  and  an  Act  was  again  pasnd,  bii> 
ring  the  crown  from  the  power  of  coMif 
any  more  troops  abroad  than  would  lesis 
12,000  men  on  that  establishment  for  Al 
defence  of  Ireland,  and  consequendy  Al 
effect  of  the  addresses  of  both  Hookisii. 
thereby  destroyed,  whilst  at  that  very  tan 
government  declared  its  reac^utioDtoMl 
those  4,000  men  to  America,  in  ooafenif 
to  the  addresses  of  .both  Houses,  sad  if* 
nified,  that  thev  did  not  consider  die  cam 
as  bound  by  tne  Act  to  which  the  rtji 
assent  had  just  been  given,  to  keep  1%0V 
men  in  that  kingdom,  under  preteoce  d 
its  not  being  in  the  enacting  part,  tbaa^ 
in  the  preamble  of  the  Act :  but  wboenr 
reads  it,  will  find  that  compact  not  sik 
in  the  preamble,  but  also  so  strictly  im 
to  that  part  of  the  Act  which  granti  As 
subsidy,  (being  about  ^SOfiOOL)  tfanf 
the  crown  is  not  bound  tberebv,  sben 
two-thirds  of  the  concessions  nun  ihl 
crown  to  the  subject  by  act  of  parliistfat 
since  Magna  Charta,  wiU  fall  to  iht 
ground,  and  the  crown  has  forfeited  ii 
right  to  those  subsidies.  I  reoieiDlMi 
upon  this  being  hinted  at  by  some  sM* 
hers  of  the  Irish  parliament,  too  sasgoiBe 
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or  gorernment,  the  hw  servants  of  the 
imn  (men  of  the  greatest  abilities) 
iroided  standing  on  that  groand.  As  to 
he  present  lord  lieutenant,  of  whom  many 
Moosome  things  have  been  said  by  gen- 
Ismen  on  both  sides  of  the  House;  those 
josUties  mentioned,  are,  I  apprehend,  re- 
itife  only  to  his  private  character,  which, 
oerely  as  auch,  has,  1  think,  good  ingre- 
Keots  in  it :  but  we  do  not  sit  here  to  dis- 
ns  private  characters ;  his  ministerial  and 
nibHc  one  is  what  we  are  to  consider,  and 
will  speak  out — tbd  talents  and  abiFities 
f  that  minister  of  the  crown,  are  by  no 
leans  eoual  to  his  station^  Two  miilions 
ad  a  half  of  people  is  a  trust  of  too  great 
m^i  iqr  him  to  sustain;  and  he  has 
OBciently  avowed  his  incapacity  to  go- 
«m  them,  by  del^ating  all  his  power  to 
ni  secretary.  To  condode,  the  measures 
MttBuinff  there,  being  illegal,  must  dis- 
lietie  the  best  and  soundest  part  of  his 
Majesty's  siibjects;  and  though  for  cer* 
Kn  purposes  the  ministry  have  this  day 

Ken  very  advantageously  of  Ireland, 
Id  they  go  on  acting  as  they  do,  they 
rill  meet  with  the  unitdl  efforts  of  that 
euntry  in  opposition  to  their  attempts; 
nd  then,  instead  of  panegyric,  they  will 
all  out  to  this  House  for  restraining  and 
^capacitating  bills,  to  punish  that  kingdom^ 
i  tney  have  done  America.  Let  me 
berefore  recommend  to  the  noble  lord 
MMF  at  the  helm,  te  attend  whilst  it  is  time 
a  that  alarmed  part  of  his  Majesty's  most 
ffectionate  subjects,  and  to  forgive  me  if 
heartily  intreat  him  to  apply  his  utmost 
ire  to  rectify  the  errors  of  government  in 
kat  kingdom.  In  the  case  now  before  us, 
he  conduct  of  administration,  relative  to 
be  message  irom  lord  Harcourt  to  the 
lish  parliament,  has  been  unconstitutional 
nd  highly  blameable.  I  therefore  thank 
he  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  motion, 
ad  express  my  hearty  concurrence  in  it. 
,  Mr.  Fax  observed,  as  the  adroinistra- 
ioDB  of  both  kingdoms  were  totally  un- 
Nnuiected,  so  was  every  individual  who 
innposed  them.  No  two  of  the  confiden- 
hd  servants  of  the  crown  who  spoke, 
Veed  in  a  single  sentiment.  Some  al« 
i>wed  the  message  to  import  what  was 
tated  in  the  complaint;  others  acceded 
0  a  part,  while  a  third  was  so  modest  as 
0  contend,  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of 
itional  and  obvious  construction,  that  the 
BMp  meant  the  reverse  of  what,  in  the 
^ySiCe  of  it,  it  manifestly  intended :  but 
ia  Uiis  diversity  of  opinion,  there  was  one 
"^'"^^  too  cunous  to  pass  unnoticedy  that 


was  the  language  used  by  two  or  three 
members  of  administration,  wliich  was  de- 
scribing the  minister  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  Ireland,  and  the  Speaker, 
under  the  undefined  terms  of  one  Edmund 
Sexton  Perry,  and  one  sir  John  Blaquiere. 

The  Attemeif  General  said,  the  motion 
was  a  party  sqtiib,  not  worth  attending 
to  ;  and  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irish  act 
of  parliament  did  not  bind  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain. 

Governor  Johnslone  said,  the  mtnistera 
here  threw  all  the  blame  upon  the  minis- 
ters in  Ireland. 

Lord  North  passed  a  great  encomium 
on  the  administration  of  Ireland,  since  the 
appointment  of  the,  present  lord  lieute- 
nant; observing,  that  no  better  proof  could 
be  given  of  it,  than  that  it  was  attended 
with  uncommon  success. 

Mr.  ConoUif  observed,  it  waS  no^  wonder 
the  government  of  that  kingdom  should 
be  attended  with  success,  when  9SBfiML 
had  been  raised  on  a 'ruined  impoverished 
country.-^Here  he  was  proceeding  to 
shew  how  unable  the  Irish  were  to  bear 
such  a  burden ;  and  to  given  detail  of  the 
pensions  that  had  been  lately  granted,  the 
places  newly  created,  and  the  varioua 
means  employed  to  influence  and  corrupt 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  when 
he  was  interrupted  by  lord  North,  as  an* 
plying  to  matters  not  at  all  relating  to  the 
subject  of  the  present  debate. 

Mr.  Fox  insisted;  that  the  matter  stated 
by  his  hon.  relation  was  perfectly  within 
order ;  that  it  grew  directly  out  of  the 
subject  of  debate;  and  that  if  his  lordship 
appealed  to  the  success  of  administration 
in  Ireland,  as  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  or 
mildness  of  the  government  there,  it  was 
no  less  fair  in  argument,  than  consonant 
to  order,  to  shew  the  true  causes  of  this 
boasted  success. 

The  question  being  put  for  a  commit- 
tee, the  House  divide4 : 

Tellers. 

v«.     CMr.  Thomas  Townshend  "I  ,^^ 
^^^  iMr.  Conolly    .    .    .    .|  ^^ 

No-  {^^r  Gr^^t^^^^^ :  :  :}  ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  also  moved,  1.  '*  That  the  i[otes  of 
the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  of  the 
2Sd,  28th,  and  29th  November,  and  the 
25th  December  last,  be  delivered  in  at  the 
table  and  read.  2.  That  it.  is  highly  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour,  and  a  violent 
breach  of  the  privileges,  of  this  House, 
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and  a  dangerous  infringement  of  the  con* 
stitution,  for  anj  person  whatever  to  pre- 
sume to  pledge  fats  Majesty's  royal  word 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  parlia- 
meet  of  Ireland, '« That  any  part  of  the 

<  troops  upon  the  establishment  of  that 

*  kingdom  shall,  upon  being  sent  out  of 

*  that  kingdom,  become  a  charge  upon 

*  Great  Britain,'  without  the  consent  of 
this  House ;  or  for  any  person  to  presume 
to  ofi'er  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
parliament  of  Ireiandy  without  the  consent 
of  this  House,  *  That  such  national  troops, 

*  so  sent  out  of  Ireland,  shall  be  replaced 

*  by   foreign    troops,  at  the  expence   of 

<  Great  Britain :'  "  which  were  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr,  Foj^s 
Motion  for  an  Enquiry  into  the  Causes  of 
the  ill  Success  ttf'the  British  Arms  in  North 
America,'}  Feb.  20.  Mr.  Fox  said, .he 
should  not  trespass  on  the  patience  and 
good  sense  of  the  House,  by  jecapitulating 
the  cause  of  the  present  unhappy  disputes 
with  America.  He  should  not  develope 
that  system,  whence  the  measures  now 
carrying  on  were  supposed  to  originate. 
He  should  forbear  to  animadvert  upon  a 
system,  that  in  its  principles,  complexion, 
and  every  constituent  part,  gave  the  full* 
est  and  most  unequivocal  proofs  that  its 
ultimate  design  was  the  total  destruction 
of  the  constitution  of  this  free  form  of  go* 
vernment.  These  were  assertions  that 
might  be  disputed.  People  who  had,  or 
perhaps  had  not,  the  best  opinion  of  the 
abilities  of  those  in  power,  might  have  a 
confidence  that  they  intended  nothing  ill. 
Others,  though  they  disapproved  of  their 
general  conduct,  might  eitlier  think  them 
the  dupes  of  their  secret  supporters;  and 
even  such  as  thought  the  most  indifferent* 
ly  of  them  would  be  disposed  to  look 
upon  them  rather  as  tools,  than  arraign 
them  as  principals  in  so  unnatural  and  hor- 
rid a  conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  But  what  might  be  the 
secret  designs  o^  a  junto,  or  the  venal 
alacrity  of  the  despicable  cyphers  they 
employed  to  effect  their  traitorous  pur* 
poses,  was.  he  said,  to  be  no  part  of  the 
subject  of  enquiry  this  day.  He  did  not 
mean  to  teaze  or  insult  the  House  with 
idle  surmises,  with  floating  vague  suspi- 
cions, leading  to  partial  deductions  or  spe- 
culative charges,  conceived  and  spun  out 
of  his  own  brain ;  but  wished  to  draw  their 
attention  to  ceyain  well  known,  indisputa- 
ble, uncontrovertible  facts.  His  proposed 
enquiry  would  not  be  directed  to  ascertaio 


the  rights  of  Great  Britaia,  or  tkesdbop- 
dinate  claims  of  America,  to  eiplaiotbe 
constitutional  connection  between  taxslifli 
and  representation ;  what  waifebeOioBjfr 
what  legal  resistance;  whether sU An»> 
rica  ought  to  have  beenpaoished  sndfiiSii 
scribed  for  the  intemperate  zeal  or  w)» 
dience  of  a  Boston  mob*   He  did  notcvea 
mean  to  dispute  or  controvert  the  &^ 
diency ;  nor  in  short,  a  single  miaiatcnl 
ground,  on  which  the  present  DOfiom 
respecting  America  were  taken  op,  p«- 
sued,  and  defended.    Those  were  sll,  ftr 
this  day  at  least,  to  be  absolutely  laid  andfc 
For  argument  sake  he  would  sllov,  tiul 
administration  had  acted  perfecdy  rigbli 
but  while  he  granted  this,  he  would  Vks 
up  the  matter  from  the  very  iastSBt  a^ 
ministration  had  agreed  upon  a  plnif 
coercimi*    This  sera  he  fixed  st  the  tiai 
the  minister  first  proposed  certain  RcNh* 
tions  to  the  House  in  February  1774,  vi  . 
ground  of  complaint,  and  followed  it  vii  | 
the  famous  Boston  Port  Bill.  He  then  »* 
tered  into  an  historical  detail  of  tbesMH  | 
emfdoyed  to  carry  this  plan  of  coeiM 
into  effect,  in  which  he  painted  la  At  I 
strongest  colours,  and  held  to  view  is  ikl ! 
most  striking  lights,,  such  a  soenecCtt^ 
in  the  cabinet,  servile    acquiesoeooi  ii 
parliament,  and  misconduct  and  ignooMi  \ 
m  office  and  the  field,  aa  never  befbie»  kl 
said,  disgraced  this  nation,  or  indeed  wj 
other.      He  added,    that    our   miaiiM 
wanted  both  wisdom  and  integrity,  our  ptf»  j 
liaments  public   spirit  and  discerBMSl9| 
and  that  our  commanders  by  sea  and  hsfc 
were  either  deficient  in  abihties,  or,  wM 
was  the  most  probable,  had  acted  mitf 
orders  that  prevented  them  from  rsccsl* 
ing  the  great  objects  of  their  conmiiii 
No  man  could  say  but  there  hsd  M 
mismanagement    and    misK^ndoct  soai^l 
where.    It  was  the  chief  object  of  Itt**: 
tended  inotion,  to  gain  that  species  of  i^^j 
formation,  which  might  be  the  mesai  a ' 
discovering  the  true  causes  of  both.  PA 
justice  demanded  such  an  eoquiry.  Ikt 
mdividuals  on  whom  the  obloquy  rectt^ 
were  entitled  to  be  heard  in  their  ovd  ^ 
fence.     To  withhold  the  information  o^ 
cessary  to  their  justification,  woaldbei> 
insult  to  the  nation,  as  well  as  an  set* 
private  injustice.     None  but  the  p^ 
could  wish  to  evade  it.    No  man  atti*' 
dier  or  sailor,  be  his  rank  ever  to  M 
was  sure  of  his  honour  a  single  fflioirt^t'  ; 
he  was  to  be  buried  under  public  disgrM 
ill  order  to  shield,  protect,  or  ptilisie  |tl  j 
blunders  and  incapiicity  of  others,  tf^ 
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liniiten  had  planned  wkh  witdooi,  and 
roportioned  tne  force  to  the  service ;  if 
ie  great  officers  in  the  several  efficient 
BpartmeniSy  had  done  all  that  depended 
Bthem*  abljand  fiiithfully,  then  it  was 
bin,  that  the  whole  of  the  miscarriages 
Ht  had  happened  might  be  deservedly 
ipoted  to  our  naval  and  military  com^ 
aodera*  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Iter  acquitted  themselves  according  to 
Mir  instructions,  and  carried  on  their 
)eratioDS  in  proportion  to  the  forcOt  it 
ss  DO  less  plain,  that  the  cause  of  all  the 
sgrsces  the  British  arms  had  suffered. 
Me  from  ignorance  in  those  who  planned, 
id  incapacity  and  want  of  integrity  in 
rsw  to  whom  the  carrying  them  into 
tecution  was  in  the  first  instance  entrust- 
L  Ht>  then  recapitulated  a  variety  of 
icumstances  to  prove  his  general  allega- 
IDB,  and  enterea  into  the  conduct  of  ad- 
bifltrstion  respecting  Canada,  and  re- 
laied  severaharguments  used  at  the  time 
'  psssing  the  Quebec  Act,  predicting 
bi^  has  since  literally  happened.  He 
lacluded  by  making  the  following  mo» 
m:  *<  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 

e,  to  enquire  into  the  Causes  of  the  ill 
ncess  of  his  Majesty's  Arms  in  North 
merica,  as  also  into  the  Causes  of  the 
lafectton  of  the  people  of  the  province  of 
oebec" 

Xord  Oswry  seconded  the  motion,  and 
aiy  he  could  not  perceive  how  any  mem- 
IT,  who  was  unconnected  with  the  minis- 

f ,  and  at  the  same  time  wished  success 
>  the  American  war,  could  be  asainst  it. 
Cord  dare  quoted  the  speech  mm  the 
rone.  He  insisted,  that  it  was  orthodox 
id  ought  not  to  be  questioned,  particu- 
dy  as  nothing  material  had  since  hap* 
Md,  which  Tsould  induce  the  House  to 
ler  its  opinion.  He  insisted  that  the 
Bssure  respecting  the  Hanover  troops, 
It  perfectly  justifiable,  and  that  the  plea 
beceasity  was  never  better  founded  than 
i  that  occasion.  His  lordship  moved 
a  previous  question. 

Mr.  T,  Ttnonshend  said,  that  the  pre- 
Bt  motion  would  be  a  test  of  what  might 
ueafter  be  expected  from  ministers ;  for 
^they  opposed  it,  it  would  ftdrly  prove, 
At  in  smothering  the  enquiry,  they  in« 
Dded  to  cover  themselves  from  public 
igrace,  by  a  vote  of  that  House. 
Lord  Mulfrrave  defended  the  naval  ope- 
ras. He  contended,  that  the  war  waa 
It  and  constitutional ;  that  it  was  well 
N>ducted,  and  predicted  that  it  would  be 
Vf^y  and  glortoiisly  terminated. 
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Mr.  FUxpairick  replied  to  his  lordship, 
and  remarked,  though  every  thing  he  said 
were  well  founded,  the  conclusions  be 
drew  by  no  means  followed.  He  insisted^ 
that  the  whole  of  the  American  busioeaa^ 
from  the  very  beginning,  bad  been  planned 
in  absurdity,  accompanied  bv  negligence^ 
and  executed  in  a  manner  which  evidenced 
the  ver^  excess  of  ignorance,  incapacity, 
and  misconduct.  That  the  House  were 
called  upon  by  the  whole  nation,  and  io 
vindication  of  their  own  honour,  to  exact 
an  account  from  the  servants  of  the  crown, 
of  the  causes  of  the  mismanagement  of  the 
American  war,  and  to  bring  the  authon 
to  condign  punishment,  or  at  least  to  dia» 
miss  th^,  as  unworthy  of  discharging 
the  important  trusts  delegated  to  them* 

Sir  GtlbeH  EUiot  said,  that  the  troubles 
now  subsisting  in  America  are  of  a  mudi 
longer  standing,  though  thev  had  not  as- 
sumed the  present  form,  than  the  hen. 
gentlemen  supposed,  for  they  comnienoed 
ten  years  ago.  He  insisted,  that  if  such 
an  enquiry  were  at  all  proper,  this  was  not 
the  time.  Several  persons  who  would  be 
the  subject  of  it,  as  well  as  those  whom  it 
would  be  proper  to  examine,  were  at  pra^ 
sent  on  their  stations  in  America;  and 
others  not  employed  are  not  yet  returned 
home.  Taking  it  either  way  then,  if  no 
enquiry  ouffht  to  be  gone  into,  t)iere  waa 
an  ena  of  the  motioh.  If  there  ought  to 
be  an  enquiry,  tho  present  motion  waa 
premature,  neither  tne  parties  charged^ 
nor  those  that  oould  properly  give  the 
necessary  informatioB,  being  on  the  spot. 

Mr.  Dewnptier  waa  sorry  to  see  siicn  a 
disposition  in  administration  to  stifle  afl 
enquiry.  It  looked  ms  if  they  wanted  to 
conceal  something  they  were  both  afraid 
and  ashamed  should  be  brought  to  light. 
He,  therefore,  if  ministry  were  not  deter- 
mined to  confirm  all  tlie  suspicions  that 
had  been  entertained  of  them,  thought  it 
was  their  interest,  as  it  was  their  duty,  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  exculpate  them- 
sdves,  for  he  could  assure  them,  however 
sure  they  might  be  of  a  majority,  some  of 
their  best  friends  began  to  doubt  the  tmth 
of  their  assurances,  and  the  jpossibility  of 
carrying  their  plans  into  execution.  He 
then  took  a  abort  view  of  the  Quebec  Bill, 
and  concluded  by  solemnly  averring,  that 
in  his  opinion,  no  Turkish  emperor  ever 
sent  a  nsore  arbitrary  and  oppressive  man- 
tee,  by  a  favourite  bashaw,  to  a  distant 
province,  than  that  Bill  was,  with  the  in- 
structions to  the  govemora  which  accom- 
panied il«  • 


1147]        1«  GEORGE  IIL 


Debate  tm  Ike  Cauta  fxfUu 


[lUB 


Mr.  WMore  EBu  said,  that  gentle  mo- 
derate meaaores  were  unhappily  porsiied^ 
when  the  situation  of  Amenca  oUled  for 
the  most  strong  and  decisive.  Thank  God, 
■aid  he,  this  mistaken  system  is  now  al  an 
€nd :  a  powerful  fleet  and  army  are  now 
going  out,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  they  will  be  sufficient  to  crush 
the  rebellious  Americaos,  and  bring  them 
back  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Adam  said  there  had  been  shameful 
neglect  somewhere ;  and  for  that  reason, 
he  should  be  willing  to  go  into  the  enquiry 
and  trace  it  to  its  source.  That  either  we 
knew  America  was  preparing,  and  fiuled 
to  make  the  necessary  preparaUons,  or 
were  guilty  of  criminal  ne^genoe,  in  not 
procuring  proper  information.  This  he 
instanced  in  the  want  of  convoys  for  the 
transports  which  sailed  early  in  the  autumn. 

Mr.  HeVf  chief  justice  of  Quebec,  went 
mto  a  defence  of  tlie  Quebec  Bill ;  gave 
an  historical  account  of  the  place  and 
people,  their  manners,  customs,  and  dis- 
position; said  he  knew  them  well,  as  he 
nad  lived  among  them  for  upwards  of  7 
years ;  and  by  allhe  could  learn,  the  people 
of  Canada  never  wished  nor  expected 
that  the  parliament  should  controul  or 
superintend  the  King's  government  of  that 
country.  He  then  made  an  encomium  on 
general  Carleton ;  who,  he  aaid,  had  not 
been  properly  supported  from  hence. 
'  Governor  Johiuione  observed,  that  some 
gentlemen  had  insisted,  if  an  enquirv  was 
at  all  proper,  it  would  be  at  the  end  of  a 
war,  not  the  beginning;  for  his  part,  he 
was  of  opinion  the  earner  the  better;  nay, 
indeed,  the  first  moment  the  situation  of 
affairs  called  for  it ;  and  he  could  not  avoid 
beine  for  it,  though  no  other  motive  ope- 
rated on  him  but  the  extreme  reluctance 
shewn  by  several  gentlemen;  for  where 
there  was  no  ffuilt  or  conscioua  incapacity, 
no  fears  could  arise.  He  said,  if  no  enqui- 
,  ries  had  been  set  on  foot,  both  in  the  be- 
ginning and  middle  of  wars,  probably  the 
two  last  would  not  have  ended  so  suocessr 
fully.  This  he  showed  in  the  instances  of 
Lestock,  Matthews,  Byng,  &c.  It  was 
true,  ministers  alwavs  trembled  at  enqui- 
ries, they  were  usually  fatal  to  their  power ; 
so  it  happened  at  boUi  the  periods  alluded 
to,  and  that  was  another  reason  why  he 
was  for  the  motion ;  for  he  was  sore  the 
present  ministry  were  as  unequal  to  the 
task  of  makin|p  war,  as  they  were-  incapa- 
ble of  procunng  good  terms  of  peace  or 
conciliation;  the  undertaking  was  too  pon- 
derous and  unwieldy  for  them.    He  men- 


tioned lord  North's  attempt  to  aegoditi 
with  the  American  congress,  and  aecas- 
tempt  with  which  his  offer  vas  tnslei; 
statmg  the  fact  from  the  Joonidflftba 
Congress,  published  by  thdr  oim  aiiiio> 
rity* 

Lord  North  disavowed  it;  anddodail 
he  had  never,  direcUy  nor  indirectly,  cfl» 
municated  any  letter  or  paper  to  tae  C«i 
^esB.  He  admitted  the  paper  paUidiii 
m  the  Journal  of  the  Coi^ress,  cootaarf 
his  sentiments,  but  that  was  aD. 

General  Burgoyne  defended  the  opaa» ; 
tions  of  war  in  America. 

Mr.  Cn^er.  The  hon.  genttemaB  vhii 
opened  this  debate,  has  spoken  soiii|f| 
and  eloquentiy  to  every  part  of  tlw  ^ 
tion,  that  any  thing  farther  in  sopMRtrf 
this  motipa  may  ap^  oaneoew^ 
Sir,  when  a  subject  of  so  mac^  imporMa 
ia  before  the  Houae,  it  behoves  eterj  atf 
to  lay  aside  the  reserve  of  diffidence^  ri 
express  his  sentiments  with  fieedaai  i4 
candour.  If  there  is  any  point  m  vUA 
the  different  interests  of  this  Home  ' 
unite,  it  most  be  in  a  conviction  of 
necessity  and  expediency  of  en 
into  the  causes  of  the  present 
state  of  public  affiurs.  By 
what  -has  proved  ruinous  in  the  part, 
may  learn  at  least  to  avoid  the  sbbm 
nicioua  steps  for  the  future.  If  than 
sures  have  been  conducted  with  ' 
and  prudence,  it  is  a  duty  which 
tration  owe  to  their  characters,  to 
by  a  free  exammation,  that  caonut 
their  ccmduct  which  may 
from  ignorance.  But  if  they  love 
ness  rather  than  light,  <*  because 
deeds  are  evil,"  it  bec<Nnea  the 
of  the  nation  to  drag  their 
open  da^r,  and  expoaie  them,  with 
deformitieaf  to  puplic  inveatigation. 

If  such  an  enquiry  was  ever 
the  present  time  demands  it.    If  we 
to  tne  past,  one  uniform  train  of 
pointmenta   and  misfortunes  crowd 
view  :   if  to  the  future,  a  gloomy 
of  increasing  miseries,  from  a  corn 
of  the  same  left-handed  policy  sad 
projected  meaaorea.    We  are  in 
a  war,  in  which  ancceas  itadf 
ruinoua.     The  colonies,  aa  if 
with  one  aoul,  are  determined  to 
be  free.    We  are  told  they  most 
dued.    We  shall  soon  be  called 
make  new  exertions   by  force, 
thing  wears  the  fkce  of  hostile 
tions ;   and,  as  if  disappointmeat 
create  confidenoe^  we  are  nifcd  to 
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le  same  fatal  meaaures,  by  ieu'gunieDts 
rawn  from  their  miacarriage:  nc^ingy  it 
» DOW  saidy  will  satiafy  America  but  jo« 
ependence;  that  the  people  of  that 
DQntry  have  almoat  univeraallj  taken  op 
rma ;  they  act  not  only  on  the  defenaive, 
Bt  have  endeavoured  to  deprive  you  of 
I  Canada ;  an  enquiry,  they  aay,  would 
roduoe  a  fiUal  procniattnation ;  the  ur« 
ency  and  neceaaity  of  the  case  demand 
id  justify  immediate  vigour  and  execu* 
DO.  Theae  muat  be  puraued,  or  the  go- 
snment  of  the  coloniea  aarrendered  »to 
I  ambitious  cong^eaa. 

»8ach  are  the  reaaona  advanced  to  pre- 
ade  enquiry,  and  to  procure  a  haaCy  ae- 
lieicenoe  in  achemea  of  policy,  on  which 
e  fate  of  the  empire  »o  materially  de* 
9Kk.  By  such  argumenta  aa  theae  our 
alousy  10  excited,  and  our  resentmeni 
flamed  againat  a  people,  who,  after  the 
oit  earnest  endeavoura  to  preaerve  their 
lerties  from  invasion  by  petition  and  re« 
enstrance ;  after  having  repeatedly  sub- 
hted  their  complaints,  without  effect,  to 
a  justice  of  parliament,  and  laid  them 
miy  at  the  foot  of  the  throne;  afker 
ibolding  the  moat  formidable  prepana^ 
M  to  diveat  them  of  their  rights  by  the 
lord;  after  finding  hostilities  already 
■HDenced  and  fresh  violences  threatened, 
ae  taken  up  arms  in  their  own  defence, 
i  endeavoured  to  repel  destructive  force 
Mforce. 

The  complexion  and  character  of  their 
Meat  opposition  (whether  unjust  or  ho- 
arable)  rests  not  on  their  present  mea« 
Kb,  but  ariaea  from,  and  muat  be  weighed 
f  the  causes,  which  have  made  such  a 
aduct  and  such  meaaures  neceasary.  A 
e  and  impartial  enquiry,  therefore,  into 
» leading  and  primary  causes,  is  indis- 
Mably  neceaaary  to  a  just  decision  of 
I  case.  If  their  claims  of  exemption 
ui  parliamentary  taxation  are  founded 
equity  and  the  princi|TOa  of  the  eonsti- 
WD;  if  they  have  been  driven  by  a 
aton,  crueU  and  impolitic  attack  on 
ar  privileges  to  their  preaent  dieaperate 
fence ;  then,  the  whole  guilt  and  cenaure 
chargeable  on  those,  and  those  alone, 
Me  ambitton  and  ill-directed  meaaurea 
ve  forced  them  to  theae  extremitiea. 
ns,  also,  if  a  form  of  government  is  in- 
duced into  Canada,  breathing  little  of 
^spirit  of  English  liberty,  and  intending 
link  the  Canadians  to  Uie  chain  of  mi- 
terial  influence ;  if  they  scrupled  not  to 
^  a  religion,  which  has  so  often  de- 
!«d  Europe  with  Uood,  an  cogme  of 


their  despotism  to  crush  the  Protestant 
colonies ;  if  every  artifice  was  used  to  se- 
duce and  employ  a  servile,  bigoted  people 
to  subvert  the  liberties  of  America,  can 
we  wonder,  can  we  complain,  if  the  ccAo* 
lusts  wisely  diverted  the  storm,  and  se- 
cured a  qountry  to  their  own  alliance,  the 
strength  and  arms  of  which  were  avowedly 
to  be  directed  to  their  destruction  ? 

When  what  was  dearer  to  them  thaa 
their  lives— their  liberties,  were  at  stake ; 
when  their  opposition  to  government 
readied  no  higner  than  petition  and  re- 
sdves,  then  Uiey  were  stigmatized  with 
want  of  courage.  Every  method  was 
taken  to  irritate  them,  tnaulta  on  their 
character  aa  a  people  were  added  to  en- 
croachmenta  on  their  rights  as  citiaens. 
The  pencil  of  confident  oppression  de* 
scribed  them  as  a  herd  of  pusillanimous 
wretches,  whom  the  appearance  of  martial 
array  would  terrify  into  submission.  How 
unjust^  how  impolitic,  to  reduce  men  to 
the  miserable  aiteinative  of  being  branded 
with  the  epithet  of  cowarda,  or  of  taking 
up,  arma  to  vindicate  their  injured  honour 
and  libertiea ;  first  to  compel  them  to  re- 
sistance, and  then  derive  arguments  of 
their  guilt  from  their  vigour,  courage,  and 
success.  How  contemptible  the  cause 
*  which  pleads  the  misfortunes  it  has  occa- 
sioned, as  reasons  for  its  aupport ! 

The  argumenta  of  administraUon,  strip- 
ped of  their  ftlse  colourings,  with  all  hu- 
mility, I  conceive  to  be  these:  **  We  have 
plunged  Great  Britain  into  a  most  expen- 
sive and  ruinous  contest  with  her  colonies ; 
we  have  opened  the  door  for  endless  ani- 
mosities, by  reviving  disputed  ouestions' 
and  claims  which  shake  the  foundation  of 
empire.  The  meaaurea  wc|  have  pursued 
have  increased  the  storm,  and  multiplied 
the  common  misfortunes.'  We  have  join- 
ed all  America  in  a  firm  league  against 
you.  Your  trade  haa  been  impaired; 
your  ahtpa  insulted  and  taken.  We  have 
lost  for  you  every  place  of  strength  or  im- 
portance in  the  colonies;  and  have  left 
you  an  army  broken  by  sickness,  fatigue, 
and  want,  and  now  perishing  under  all  the 
mortifications,  ignominy,  and  miseries  of 
an  infflorious  imprisonment.  These  are 
our  pkas  for  support ;  these  are  the  re- 
commendations or  our  councils.  We  lay 
before  you  the  miscarriages  and  evils  whicn 
our  past  measurea  have  produced,  to  per- 
suade you  to  place  new  confidence  in  our 
wisdom,  and  to  give  more  liberal  aid  to 
our  judicious  schemes  for  the  future.*' 

These,  however,  are  not  the  only  bluab- 
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ing  honours  which  deck  the  templei  of  ad- 
ministradoiir  They  have  lately  displayed 
the  happy  art  of  drawing  arguniQiits  in 
their  favour,  from  the  misTortanes  &t  their 
friends,  as  well  as  from  ^he  success  of  their 
enemies,  and  prove  that  they  are  as  in« 
capable  of  gratitude  as  of  justice.  When 
gentlemen  in  this  House  (influenced  by 
motives  of  humanity)  recommended  an 
exception  of  the  friends  of  government  in 
the  colonies  from  the  rigours  of  the  late 
Prohibitory  Bill,  administration  suddenly 
changed  its.  voice ;  and  they  who  just  be- 
fore nad  boasted  that  a  majority  of  the 
Americans  were  friendly  to  their  cause, 
and  only  waited  an  opportunity  to  declare 
it  with  safety,  now  pronounced,  that  no 
distinction  could  be  made,  for  that  they 
had  preserved  at  best  **  a  shameful  neu- 
trality,*' and  deserved  to  be  subject  to  the 
common  calamity  of  their  country.  This 
was  the  liberal  reward  bestowed  i>n  men 
who  espoused  their  cause  from  principle, 
and  maintained  it  undaunted  and  unsup- 
ported, through  obloquy,  and  the  most  im- 
minent danger  to  their  fortunes,  families, 
and  lires. 

1  will  not  at  present  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Heuse,  by  entering  into  par- 
ticulars, but  1  cannot  forbear  saying,  the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New- York,  did  not  deserve  to  be 
reproached  with  a  shameful  neutrality ; 
.  they  stood  forth,  and  opposed,  as  long  as 
they  were  able,  the  increasing  current  of 
tumult  and  disorder,  and  exposed  them- 
selves; by  their  endeavours  to  preserve 
their  colonial  constitution,  to  the  resent- 
ment and  vengeance  of  their  incensed 
neighbours.  In  a  dutiful  manner  they  sub- 
mitted their  grievances  to  the  clemency  of 
this  House,  and  the  justice  of  their  sove- 
reign. 1  need  not  insist  on  the  conse- 
quence. I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  contempt 
with  which  their  zealous  advances  to  a  re- 
conciliation were  rejected*  But  I  must 
desire  all  those  who  declaim  on  their  igno- 
minious neutrality,  to  remember,  that  ad- 
ministration not  only  neglected  to  aid 
them  with  a  force  sufficient  to  maintain 
their  opposition  against  the  zealots  in  their 
own  province,  and  the  united  powers  of 
the  adjacent  colonies,  but  withdrew  to 
Boston  tlie  few  troops  under  the  command 
of  eeneral  Haldimand,  which  might  have 
assisted  in  preserving  order,  and  the  free- 
dom and  impartiality  of  public  proceed- 
ings. By  such  means  the  colony  was  laid 
open  to  incursions;  many  were  obliged  to 
aecure  their  persona  from  dMiger^  by  for- 
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saking  their  friends  and  country,  and  len* 
ing  their  property  at  the  discretion  of  Mi! 
enemies,  whilst  a  greater  number  wsile^ 
with  silent  patience,  under  every  ■fflicti■^i 
for  the  vigorous  prote^ion  of  Grest  Iki*! 
tain. 

Their  aealous  and  firm  adherence  li 
their  prinaiples,  crown  them  with 
that  they  have  not  been  snccoslol, 
they  were  borne  down  by  the 
force  of  their  opponents,  that  tbev  sre 
to  share  in  the  common  distress  and 
roon    pnnishnients   of  theb  unfort 
countiymen,  beams  no  lustre,  howeier, 
the  characters  of  those  by  whom  thej 
neglected,  betrajred,  and  sacrificed. 
this  impolicy,  the  command  and 
ment  of  the  key  and  main  spring  of 
rica,  has   been  lost   to  this  counti^i 
speedy  and  effectual  security  of 
might  have  saved   us  from  the 
gloomy  prospect  of  intestine  camsge 
accumulating  misery*     Sorely,  the 
sentative  body  of  the  nation  are  b( 
duty  to  their  constituents,  to  ezamisf 
reasons  of  such  neglect  and 
and  they  in  particular,  who  are  the 
of  parliamentary  supremacy,  are 
ed  to  enquire  why  so  eflectual  a 
of  weakening  the  opposition  in  A 
and  supporting  their  own  adhereaa, 
been  totally  omitted.     But  there  it  to 
cessity  of  dwelling  on  this 
to  prove  the  obligations  this  coutij 
undfer  to  ministers;   disappointmest 
disgrace  have  marked  all  tneir  mi 
and,  as  if  miracles  had  been  wroo^j 
strike  conviction  on  this  House,  they 
not  once  even  blundered  into  succen 
ma^  therefore,  reasonably  be  hopedi 
before  we  blindly  follow  any  faitlxr, 
may  not  only  contemplate  our 
situation,  and  the  ground  we  have 
passed,  but  pay  particular  attentioa  is 
which  lies  before  us. 

Admitting  however.  Sir,  thats 
sufficient  to  subdue  them  can  be  seat 
admitting  that  this  country  -will 
bear  the  enormous  weight  of  a 
taxes,  which  so  distant  and  uoeqasis 
will  require ;  admitting  that  fsreign 
will  neglect  so  favourable  an 
of  distressing  their  rivals ;  admittioc 
your  fleets,  unopposed,  level  wiUi 
ground  those  cities  which  rose  bj  J^ 
protection,  were  the  pillars  of  year  < 
raerce,  and  your  nation*8  boast; 
that  foreign   mercenaries  spresd  - 
tion,  that  thousands  fall  before  tlicB^  *■ 
that,  humbled  under  the  ooobiacdf^ 
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€pavettyt  annrcliy,  want  tod  defeat,  the 
xhausted  colonies  bli  suppliant  at  the 
B0t  of  jour  conquerors;  admitting  all  this 
rill  be  the  case,  (which  cannot  well  be 
xpected  from  the  past)  here  necessarily 
ollows  a  most  momentous  question :  What 
re  the  solid  advantages  which  Greats 
Britain  is  to  receive  in  exchange  for  the 
lessings  of  peace  and  a  lucrative  com- 
aeroeF  for  tne  affisctions,  for  the  prospe* 
ity,  for  the  lives  of  so  many  of  its  useflil 
objects  sacrificed  ?  Will  the  bare  acknow- 
adgoient  of  a  right  in  parliament  to  tax 
bem,  compensate  for  the  millions  ex- 
lendedy  the  danger  incurred,  the  miseries 
Btailed,  the  destruction  of  human  happi* 
less  and  life  that  must  ensue  from  a  war 
rith  our  colonies,  united  as  they  are  in 
ne  common  cause,  and  fired  to  desperate 
othusiasm  by  apprehensions  of  impending 
lavery?  Or  can  we  be  so  absurd  as  to 
na^ine  ooncessioaB  extorted  in  a  time  of 
kuiger  and  urgent  misery,  will  form  a 
ma  of  lasting  union  ?  Imporerished  and 
indone  by  their  exertions  and  the  cah- 
uties  of  war,  instead  of  being  able  to  re* 
•y  the  expences  of  this  country,  or  sup- 
lly  a  revenue,  they  jriJl  stand  in  need  of 
our  earliest  assistance  to  revive  depressed 
nd  almost  extinguished  commerce,  as 
rail  as  to  renew  and  uphold  their  neces- 

7  civil  establishments, 
am  well  aware,  ^at  it  is  said  we  must 
naintain  the  dignity  of  parliament.  Let 
le  ask,  what  dignity  is  that  which  will 
ot  descend  to  make  millions  happy, 
rhich  will  sacrifice  the  treasures  and  best 
lood  of  the  nation  to  extort  submissions, 
ruitless  submissiops^  that  will  be  dis- 
vowed  and  disregarded  the  moment  the 
rocuring  oppressive  force  is  removed? 
JThat  dignity  is  that  which,  to  enforce  a 
jsputed  mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue,  will 
estroy  commerce,  spread  poverty  and  de- 
ftlatioo,  and  dry  up  every  source  from 
rhich  revebue  or  any  real  substantial  be- 
e^t  can  be  expectea  >  Is  it  not  high  time 
lien,  to  examine  the  full  extent  of  our 
anger,  to  pause  and  mark  the  paths 
rhich  have  deceived  us,  and  the  wretched, 
ewildered  guides,  who  have  led  us  into 
nr  present  difficulties  ?  Let  us  find  the 
estroying  angel,  and  stop  his  course, 
rhile  we  liave  yet  any  thing  valuable  to 
reserve.  The  breach  is  not  yet  irrepara- 
ie ;  and  permit  me,  with  all  deference  to 
ly,  I  have  not  a  doubt,  but  that  liberal 
nd  explicit  terms  of  reconciliation,  with 
^  full  and  firm  security  against  an  oppres- 
ive  exercise  of  parliamentary  taxation,  if 
[VOL.  XVllI.] 


held  out  to  the  cdonies  before  the  war 
takes  a  wider  and  more  destructive  course, 
will  lead  instantly  to  a  settlement,  and  re- 
call the  former  years  of  peace,  when  the 
afiectfons  and  interests  of  Great- Britain 
and  America  were  one.  But,  if,  on  the 
contrary,  we  are  to  plunge  deeper  in  this 
scene  of  blood ;  if  we  are  to  sacrifice  the 
means  and  materials  of  revenue  for  idle 
distinctions  about  modes  of  raising  it ;  if 
the  laurels  we  can  gain,  and  the  dignity 
of  parliament  we  are  to  establish,  can  be 
purchased  only  by  the  miseries  of  fdlow- 
subjects,  whose  losses  are  our  own;  if  the 
event  is  precarious,  the  cause  alien  to  the 
spirit  and  humanity  of  Englishmen ;  if  the 
injury  is  certain,  and  t^  object  of  success 
unsubstantial  and  insecure,  how  little  so- 
ever the  influence  my  poor  opinion  may 
have  on  this  House,  I  shall  free  my  con- 
science, by  having  explicitly  conciiemned 
all  such  unprofitable,  inadequate,  injudi- 
cious measures,  and  by  giving  my  hearty 
concurrence  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Burke  shewed  from  the  records  of 
parliament  and  from  history,  that  nothing 
was  more  firequent  than  enquiries  of  the 
kind  now  proposed ;  and  observed,  at  nd 
time  within  the  course  of  his  reading,  did 
he  ever  recollect  a  period  at  which  such  a 
proceeding  was  more  absolutely  necessary 
than  the  present. 

Mr.  Graves  wished  to  wait  for  the  event 
of  another  campaign  before  the  House 
should  go  into  an  enquiry ;  and  as  for  what 
had  already  passed,  justice  required  that 
the  parties  should  be  in  a  ^tuation  to  an- 
swer for  themselves^ 

The  Solicitor  General  defended  admi- 
nistration throughout,  not  only  what  they 
had  already  done,  but  every  action  of 
theirs,  and  every  consequence  arising  from 
their  conduct.  He  insisted  that  the  war' 
was  just  and  expedient,  that  the  ministers 
abounded  in  wisdom,  and  the  army  and 
navy  in  military  prowess. 

(jolonel  Barre  was  extremely  severe  on 
several  of  tiie  positions  laid  down  by  the 
last  hon.  gentleman ;  he  compared  htm  to 
the  Abb6  Polignac,  whom  he  described  as 
a  pert,  affected,  lit(le«  political  prater; 
with  some  personal  allusions  to  the  talents, 
manner,  and  disposition  of  the  man,  which 
created  some  mirth.  But  in  a  serioua 
manner  he  charged  the  gentlemen  oppo*' 
site  to  him  with  the  loss  of  America. 
With  an  emphasis  he  said.  Give  us  back 
our  colonies !  You  have  lost  America !  It 
is  your  ignorance,  blunders,  cowardice, 
which  have  lost  America.    He  had  heard 
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the  noble  lord  (George  GemuuD)  called 
<<  the  Pitt  of  the  day."  He^w  no  great 
sense  in  the  words.  They  conyey^i  to 
him  that  there  had  been  a  Mr.  Pitt,  a 
great  man,  but  he  did  not  see  how  the 
noble  lord  was  like  him.  .  He  said»  that 
the  troops,  from  an  aversion  to  the  service, 
misbehaved  at  Bunker's-hill  on  the  17th 
of  June.  He  condemned  administration 
in  the  strongest  terms,  and  told  them,  that 
their  shiftings  and  evasions  would  not  pro- 
tect them,  uiough  they  should  be  changed 
every  day,  and  made  to  diift  phices  at  the 
pleasure,  and  sometimes  too  for  the  sport 
of  their  secret  directors.  He  observed, 
that  the  late  appointment  of  a  new  secre- 
tary of  state,  was  a  proof  that  some  weak, 
and  perhaps  foul  proceedings  had  hap- 
pened, which  made  such  an  arrangement 
necessary;  but  though  changes  nHght 
liappen  every  day,  he  was  well  convinced 
measures  never  would,  till  the  whole  fiibric 
of  despotism  fell  at  once,  and  buried  in  its 
ruins  the  architects,  with  all  those  em- 
ployed under  them.  Ue  reminded  the 
House  how  often,  in  the  course  of  the  two 
last  years,  he  had  foretold  idmost  every 
matter  that  has  happened.  He  b^ged 
once  more  to  assure  them,  that  America 
would  never  submit  to  be  taxed,  though 
half  Germany  were  to  be  transported  l^ 
yond  the  Atlantic,  to  effect  it. 

General  Burgoyne  rose  with  warfnth, 
and  contradicted  the  last  hon.  member 
in  the  flattest  manner.  He  allowed  that 
tiie  troops  gave  way  a  little  at  one  time, 
because  they  were  flanked  by  the  fire  out 
of  the  houses,  &c.  at  Charles-Town ;  but 
they  soon  rallied  and  advanced ;  and  no 
men  on  earth  ever  behaved  with  more 
fpirit,  firmness,  and  perseverance,  till  they 
forced  the  enemy  out  of  their  entrench- 
ments. 

Lord  Home  said  it  was  impossible  to 
go  into  the  proposed  enquiry  with  pro- 
priety, thougn  tne  House  were  ever  so 
well  inclined.  He  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  commanding  officers,  aiid  said  that 
the  whole  of  what  had  happened  last  year, 
proceeded  irom  our  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  designs  of  the  provincials. 

Lord  North  declared  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  an  enquiry  at  a  proper  season ;  but 
this  was  not  the  time.  As  America  had 
changed,  so  bad  Britain,  in  consequence 
of  that  change.  The  question  was  now 
totally  altered,  and  what  in  one  situation 
would  have  been  acting  a  wise  part,  would 
now  b&  supineness,  negligence,  or  some* 
thxxkg  worse.    It  was  therefore  a  very  un- 


fair way  of  arguing,  to  stake  d^eedm 
against  the  conidact  of  admiavtntioD  is 
the  edAy  stages  of  this  busiDai,  vrkidk 
were  only  apj^icable  to  a  state  of  boitiKikj 
and  open  rebellion;  the  gromd  was 
changed,  so  would  the  measures  of  ooone. 
He  app^ed  to  the  candour  and  recofle^ 
tion  or  the  House,,  if  any  thing  had  ben 
done  in  a  comer,  but  openly,  aadateord- 
ing  to  their  repeated  judgment.  As  to  the 
measures  which  had  been  taken  before  he 
came  into  ofl^ce,  he  was  not  aoswersblefer 
them,  but  was  ready  to  stand  the  vMit 
rigid  enquiry  and  examination  into  hs 
own  conanct.  If  miscarriages  had  lap 
pened,  it  was  no  more  than  what  was  co» 
mon.  It  was  impossible  to  foresee  aO  tfae 
consequences,  or  to  provide  against  eiaj 
accident  which  might  arise.  He  prolcitii 
he  did  not  seek  for  his  office,  aad  vna 
any  time  ready  and  willing  to  resuo  i^ 
whenever  a  person  more  capable  orfSMt 
of  power,  was  found  to  succeed  him.  He 
observed,  that  an  hon.  gentleman,  esrija 
the  debate,  had  charged  administiM 
with  wickedness,  ignorance,  and  nigkA 
He  was  certain  he  was  mistaken  in  ds 
first,  and  the  two  others  yet  remained  li 
beproved. 

.  Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  atgumeoUiqil 
against  his  motion. 

Then  the  previous  qae^on  b&B%^ 
That  the  said  first  proposed  qnestioft  kl 
now  put;  the  House  divided. 

Tellers. 


Yeas  V^^'  ^^^    '    '    ' 
(^Sir  James  Lowther 
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^^^^  iMr.  Charles  TownshendJ^ 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Copies  07  the  Treaties  BrrwUi 
Great   Britain   and   the  Duoii 

BruNSMTICK,        the       LANDGEAVt    tf 

Hesse  Cassel,  ani>  the  Cockt  9 
Hanau,  for  the  Hire  of  Tbom] 
Lord  North  presented  the  followiog  Ti# 
ties  to  the  House  :• 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  between  ft 
Majesty  and  the  Reigning  Dokea 
Brunswick.  Signed  at  Bmnsfidi 
the  9th  of  January,  1776. 

Be  it  known  unto  all  whom  it  dots  i' 
may  concern.  That  his  Majesty  the  of 
of  Great  Britain,  having  judged  F^^ 
propose  to  his  most  serene  nighn^  w 
duke  of  Brunswick  and  Luoenbuigli»  ** 
cession  of  a  bo^dy  of  his  troops,  to  beo^ 
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pjojed  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  and 
his  most  serene  highness  having  yielded 
(rithzeal  and  readiness  to  his  Majesty's 
rievs,  the  hj^h  contracting  parties  have 
given  orders  ror  this  purpose  to  their  re- 
spective ministers,  that  is  to  say,  his  Bri- 
Uuuic  Majesty  to  colonel  WiUiam  Fancitt, 
»ptain  of  the  Guards^  and  the  most  serene 
luke  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburgh  to 
:be  privy  counsellor  de  Feronce*  who, 
kfter  the  exchange  of  their  full  powers 
ttve  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : 

Art.  I.  The  most  serene  duke  of 
Brunswick  yields  to  his  Britannic  Majesty 
I  corps  of  infantry  of  his  troops,  which 
x>rp8  shall  be  entirely  at  the  disposition 
(f  the  King,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in 
Imerica. 

Art.  II.  His  most  serene  higl^ness 
ho  yields  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  a  body 
flight  cavalry  of  336  men,  but  as  his  Bri- 
koDic  Majesty  will  not  have  occasion  for 
be  horses  of  this  corps,  the  said  corps  shall 
erve  as  a  corps  of  infantry ;  and  if  the 
ervice  requires  them  to  be  mounted,  his 
ifsjesty  engages  to  do  it  at  his  own 
tpence. 

Art.  III.  The  most  serene  duke  en- 
isges  to  equip  completelyi  both  these 
orps,  except  the  horses  for  the  light 
Bvalry ;  his  jnost  serene  highness  will 
eepin  readiness  for  marching,  towards 
iie  15th  of  February  next  at  farthest,  the 
rgt  division  of  this  corps,  consisting  of 
,282  men,  in  such  manner  that  this  first 
ivision  shall  arrive^  towards  the  ^5th  of 
'ebruary,  at  the*  place  of  embarkation  to 
e  agreed  upon  between  the  respective 
linisters :  as  to  the  second  division  of  the 
tid  body  of  troops,  amounting  to  2,018 
len,  his  most  serene  highness  will  c|tu8e 
lem  to  begin  their  march  in  the^  las| 
eek  of  the  month  of  March  at  farthest, 
hese  two  corps  shall  pass  in  review,  at 
le  place  of  their  embarkation,  before  his 
fitannic  Majesty's  commissary;  and,  in 
rder  to  prevent  desertion  in  their  march, 
b  Britannic  Majesty  will  cause  the  most 
recise  orders  to  be  given  in  his  electoral 
ominions,  that  all  necessary  measures  be 
iken  to  stop  every  deserter  nrom  this  body 
I  troops,  and  to  conTey  them  without  de- 
ly  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  there  to 
an  their  regiments.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
isty  will  cause  directions  to  be  eiven  to 
le  governors  or  commandants  or  places, 
ulitD,-and  others,  to  execute  these  orders 
ith  the  same  exactness  as  is  observed 
ith  regard  to  his  Majesty's  electoral 
opps. 


Art.  IV.  This  body  of  tniantry  and  of 
light  cavalry  shall  be  composed  of  five 
regiments  and  of  two  battalions,  according' 
to  the  lists  annexed  to  the  present  Treaty. 
The  (Peers'  servants  on  the  said  lists  shall 
be  furnished  with  arms  and  every  neces- 
sary equipment  as  soldiers;  they  shall  do 
service  lilce  them,  if  occasion  requires  it, 
and  shall  be  paid  as  such. 

Art.  V.  The  most  serene  duke  en- 
gages to  furnish  the  recruits  that  may  be 
annually  necessary  for  this  corps.  These 
recruits  shidl  be  delivered,  aller  a  pre- 
vious notice  of  four  months,  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  commissary,  disciplined 
and  equipped.  The  said  recruits  shall  ar- 
rive at  tne  place  of  their  embarkation  at 
the  time  that  shall  be  agreed  upon  before 
the  opening  of  each  campaign. 

Art.  VI.  The  King's  service  and  the 
preservation  of  the  troops  requiring 
equally  that  the  commanding  officers  and 
suoaltems  should  be  expert  persons,  his 
most  serene  highness  will  take  proper  care 
in  the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  VII.  The  most  serene  duke  en- 
gages to  put  this  corps  on  the  best  footing 
possible ;  and  none  shall  be  admitted  into 
It  but  persons  proper  for  campaign  ser- 
vice, and  acknowledged  as  such  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  commissary. 
,  Art.  VIII.  This  corps  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  tents  and  all  necessary 
equipage. 

Art.  IX.  The  King  grants  to  this 
corps  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  pa]|r« 
as  well  as  all  advantaees  in  forage,  provi- 
sion, ic.  &c  enjoyed  Dy  the  royal  troops: 
and  the  most  serene  duke  engages  to  let 
this  corps  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  of  pay 
that  his  Britannic  Majesty  allows  them. 
The  sick  and  wounded  of  the  said  corps 
shall  be  taken  care  of  in  the  hospitals,  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  King,  as  the  troops 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  The  wounded 
not  in  a  condition  to  serve,  shall  be  trans- 
ported into  Europe  at  the  expence  of  the 
king,  and  landed  in  a  port  on  the  Elbe  or 
the  Weser.  As  to  what  regards  the  body 
of  light  cavalry,  they  shall  be  put  on  tlie 
foot  of  the  Briush  light  cavalry,  when  they 
are  dismounted ;  but  they  shall  have  the 
same  pay,  as  well  ordinary  as  extraordi- 
nary, as  the  light  horse  of  his  Majesty, 
from  the  day  that  they  shall  serve  on 
horseback. 

Art.  X.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his 
most  serene  highness,  under  the  title  of 
levy  money,  for  each  foot  soldier  or 
trooper  not  mounted,  SO  crowns  Banco, 
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the  crown  reckoned  at  53  sols  Holland, 
and  reckoned  at  ^.  9|^.  One  third  of 
this  levy  money  shall  be  paid  a  month 
after  the  signature  of  the  Treaty,  and 
the  two  other  thirds  shall  be  paid  two 
months  after  the  signature.  The  pay- 
ment of  this  levy  money  shall  be  made 
nevertheless  on  condition  that  SO  crowns 
Banco  shall  be  retained  for  each  soldier  of 
the  said  corps,  who,  without  cause  of  sick- 
ness, shall  be  absent  on  the  day  when  they 
pass  in  review  before  his  Britannic  Majes- 
^'s  commissary,  which  30  crowns  Banco 
shall  however  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  ab- 
sent soldiers  shall  join  their  respective 
corps. 

Art.  XI.  According  to  custom,  three 
wounded  men  shall  be  reckoned  as  one 
killed.  A  man  killed  shall  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  levy  money.  If  it  shall  hap- 
pen that  any  of  the  regiments,  battalions, 
or  companies  of  this  corps  should  suffer  a 
loss  alt(^ether  extraordinary,  either  in  a 
battle,  a  sieee,  or  by  an  uncommon  con- 
tagious malkdv,  or  by  the  loss  of  any 
transport  vessel  in  the  voyage  to  America, 
his  Britannic  Majesty  will  make  good,  in 
the  most  equitable  manner,  the  loss  of  the 
officer  or  soldier,  and  will  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  necessary  recruits  to  re-esta- 
blish the  corps  that  shall  have  suffered  this 
extraordinary  loss. 

Art.  XII.  The  most  serene  duke  re- 
serves to  himself  the  nomination  to  the 
vacant  employments,  as  also  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  Moreover  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  will  cause  orders  to  be  given 
to  the  commander  of  Uie  army  in  which 
this  corps  shall  serve,  not  to  exact  of  this 
corps  any  extraordinary  services,  or  such 
as  are  beyond  their  proportion  with  the 
rest  of  the  army.  This  corps  shall  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, without  prejudice  to  the  oath  which 
they  have  taken  to  their  sovereign. 

Art.  XIII,  Towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  the  hasty  equip- 
ment of  this  body  of  troops  occasions,"  his 
Britannic  Majesty  grants  two  months  pay 
previous  to  the  march  of  the  said  troops. 
And  from  the  time  the  troops  shall  have 
quitted  their  quarters,  in  order  to  repair 
to  the  place  of  their  destination,  all  the 
expences  of  their  march  and  transport 
shall  be  at  Uie  charge  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty.  . 

Art.  XIV.  His  Britannic  Majesty  grants 
to  his  most  serene  highness  an  annu^  sub- 
sidy, which  shall  be  regulated  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner;  it  shall  commence  from 


the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  preMoC 
Treaty,  and  shall  be  single,  that  is  to  fiiy« 
of  the  amount  of  64,500  German  crovn, 
as  long  as  these  troops  shall  enjoy  the  pty. 
From  the  time  the  pay  shall  cease,  the 
subsidy  shall  be  double,  that  is  to  aay,  of 
129,000  German  crowns.  This  double 
subsidy  shall  be  continued  during  tiro 
years  after  the  return  of  the  said  troopi 
mto  his  most  serene  highness's  domioioai. 

Art.  XV.  This  Treaty  shall  be  T^aUi 
by  the  high  contracting  parties ;  and  the 
ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  ii 
soon  as  possible. 

Thus  concluded  and  signed  by  die  mi* 
nister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  ike 
king  of  Great  Britain  on  one  pari,  tad  by 
the  minbter  plenipotentiary  of  hii  moil 
serene  highness  the  duke'  of  Bmnswid 
and  Lunenburgh  on  the  other  part. 

Done  at  Brunswick,  this  9m  Jsnoiqr, 
1776. 

William  Faucitt.    J.  B,  de  Fsroscl 
(L,  S-)  (L.  &) 

Translation  ai  a  Trbatt  betwea  Mi 
Majesty  and  the  Landgrere  of  Horn 
Cassel.  S^med  at  Caase^  the  \A 
January,  1776. 

His  Britannic  Majesty,  being  deiirov 
of  employing  in  his  service  a  body  i 
12,000  men,  of  the  troops  of  his  ooiK 
serene  highness  the  reigning  landgme  sT 
Hesse  Cassel ;  and  that  prince,  fiul  of  i^ 
tachment  for  his  Majesty,  desiring  rMi^ 
more  than  to  give  him  proofs  m  it,  m 
Majesty,  in  order  to  settlk  the  objects  r- 
lative  to  this  alliance,  has  thooeht  pmr 
to  send  to  Cassel  the  sienr  '^^iaai  F» 
citt,  his  minister  plenipotentiary  and  o»* 
lonel  in  his  service,  and  his  most  aenae 
highness  has  named,  .on  his  part,  for  dte 
same  purpose,  the  baron  Martin  Enott 
de  Scnlie£kn,  his  minister  of  state,  lies* 
tenant  general  and  knight  of  his  ordefl^ 
who,  being  furnished  with  requisite  tt 
powers,  have  agreed,  that  the  TresiiB 
formerly  concluded  between  Great  Britai 
and  Hesse  shall  be  made  the  basb  of  Ae 
present  Treatv,  and  to  adopt  as  modi  i 
them  as  shall  be  applicable  to  the  preKrt 
circumstances,  or  to  determioe  by  ae* 
articles  such  points  as  must  be  seHdei 
otherwise ;  eNery  thing  that  shall  Hot  k 
differently  resulated,  Siall  be  deemed  It 
subsist  in  full  JPorce,  as  it  shall  appear  Ci 
be  declared  in  the  above*mentioDed  Trii' 
ties ;  and  as  it  is  not  possible  to  y^ 
each  particular  case,  every  thing  that  M 
not  be  found  regulated  in  a  predie 
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ler,  neither  iii  the  present  Treaty,  nor  in 
he  former  Treaties,  ought  to  be  settled 
nth  equity  and  eood  faith,  conformably 
0  the  same  prinaples  which  were  agreed 
m  each  part  to  be  pursued  for  regulating 
11  such  cases,  whether  during  or  after  the 
Kt  war. 

I.  There  shaU  be  therefore,  by  virtue  of 
bis  Treaty,  between  his  Majesty  the  king 
f  Great  Britain  and  his  most  serene  high- 
itts  the  landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  their 
ocoessors,  and  heirs,  a  strjct  friendship, 
ad  a  sincere  firm  and  constant  union,  in- 
Dmoch  that  the  one  shall  consider  the 
iterests  of  the  other  as  his  own,  and  shall 
pply  himself  with  good  faith,  to  advance 
nem  to  the  utmost,  and  to  prevent  and 
rert  mutually  all  trouble  and  loss. 

II.  To  this  end  it  is  agreed,  that  all 
>raier  Treaties,  principally  of  guaranty, 
e  deemed  to  be  renewed  and  confirmed 
y  the  present  Treaty,  in  all  their  points, 
rtides  and  clauses,  and  shall  be  of  the 
ime  force  as  if  they  were  herein  inserted 
pord  for  word#  so.rar  as  is  not  derogated 
'om  them  by  the  present  Treaty. 

ill.  This  body  of  12,000  men  of  the 
foopB  of  Hesse,  which  is  to  be  employed 
)  his  Britannic  Majesty's  service,  shall 
onsist  of  four  battalions  of  grenadiers,  of 
wr  companies  each,  fifteen  battalions  of 
ifimtry,  of  five  companies  each,  and  two 
ompanies  of  chasseurs,  the  whole  pro-* 
idea  with  general  and  other  necessary 
Beers.  This  corps  shall  be  completely 
quipped  and  provided  with  tents  and  all 
Ix^outreraents,  of  which  it  may  stand  in 
eed ;  in  a  word,  shall  be  put  on  the  best 
N>ting  possible,  and  none  shall  be  admit- 
id  into  it  but  men  fit  for  service,  and  ac- 
nowledged  for  such  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
isty'scommissary.  Formerly  the  signa* 
ire  of  the  Treaties  has  usually  preceded, 
J  some  time,  the  requisition  for  the 
larch  of  the  troops,  but,  as  in  the  present 
ircuihstances,  there  is  no  time  to  he  lost, 
k  day  of  the  signature  of  the  present 
^'reaty  is  deemed  uso  to  be  the  term  of 
3e  re^sitjon,  and  three  battalions  of 
renadiers,  six  battalions  of  infantry,  with 
ne  company  of  chasseurs,  shall  be  in  a 
ondition  to  pass  in  review  before  his  Bri- 
Konjc  Majesty's  commissary  on  the  I44h 
f  February,  and  shall  begin  to  nuirch  on 
be  day  following,  the  15th  of  February, 
m:  the  place  of  embarkation.  The  rest 
«aU  be<ready  in  four  weeks  after,  if  pos- 
ihle,  and  march  in  like  manner.  This 
^J  of  troops  sfaadl  not  be  separated,  un* 
Ms  reasons  of  war  require  it,  but  diall 


remain  under  the  orders  of  the  general,  to 
whom  his  most  Serene  highness  has  en- 
trusted the  command ;  and  the  second 
division  shall  be  conducted  to  the  same 
places  only,  where  the  first  shall  actually 
be,  if  not  contrary  to  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations. 

IV.  Each  battalion  of  this  bod^  of 
troops  shall  be  provided  with  two  pieces 
of  field  artillery,  with  the  officers,  gunners, 
and  other  persons,  and  the  train  thereunto 
belonging,  if  his  Majesty  is  desirous  of  it. 

V.  Towards  defraying  the  expences^  in 
which  the  most  serene  landgrave  shall  be 
engaged,  for  the  arming  and  putting  in 
condition  the  said  corps  of  12,000  men, 
his  Majesty,  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
promises  to  pay  to  his  serene  highness  for 
each  foot  soldier  30  crowns  Banco,  levy 
money,  as  well  for  the  infantry  as  for  the 
chasseurs,  or  artillery,*  if  there  should  be 
any,  the  sum  total  of  which  shall  be  as- 
certained, according  to  the  number  of 
men  composing  this  corps,  and  as  they 
have  been  reckoned  in  former  alliances. 
The  sum  of  180,000  crowns  Banco,  valued 
as  in  the  folI6wing  Article,  shall  be  paid 
on  account  of  this  \e^  money,  on  the 
10th  of  February,  and  the  residue  shall  be 
paid  when  the  second  division  of  this  corps, 
shall  begin  their  march. 

VI.  In  all  the  fonner  Treaties  a  certain 
number  of  years  is  stipulated  for  their 
duration;  but,  in  the  present,  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  choosing  rather  not  to  engage 
himself  for  any  longer  time  than  he  shall 
have  occasion  for  these  troops,  consents, 
instead  thereof,  that  the  subsidy  shall  be 
double,  from  the  day  of  the  signature  of 
this  Treaty  to  its  expiration ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  it  shall  amount  for  this  body  of 
12,000  men  to  the  sum  of  ^50,000  crowns 
Banco  per  annum,  the  crown  reckoned  at 
5S  sols  of  Holland,  or  at  4^.  9^*  Englisli 
money,  and  that  the  subsidy  fehall  con- 
tinue upon  this  foot  during  all  the  time 
that  this  body  of  troops  shall  remain  in 
British  pay.  His  Britannic  Majesty  en- 
gages also  to  give  notice  to  the  most  se- 
rene landgrave  of  its  determination,  12 
months,  or  a  whole  year,  before  it  shall 
take  place,  which  notice  shall  not  even  be 
g^ven  before  this  body  of  troops  is  return- 
ed, and  actually  arrived  in  the  dominions 
of  the  said  prince,  namely,  in  Hesse,  pro- 
perly so  called :  his  Majesty  shall  continue 
equally  to  this  corps  the  pay  and  other 
emoluments  for  the  remainder  of  the 
month  in  which  it  shall  repass  the  fron* 
ders  of  Hesse,  and  his  most  serene  high- 
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serve  OD  the  lea;  andthejrabaBaijoymiD 
thiogt,  without  any  restnctioiivliafesoerer, 
the  same  |>ajr  and  emoltiiiienti  sstce  a- 
jojed  by  the  English  troops. 

X.  In  case  the  most  serene  isodgrife 
should  be  attacked  or  distiiibcd  in  tk 
Dossession  of  his  dominions^  his  Britumie. 
Majest  J  promises  and  et^ases  to  pre  bin. 
all  the  succour  that  it  shall  be  in  fanpoffcri 
to  afford,  which  succour  shall  be  coDtnuied 
to  him  until  he  shall  have 


ness  reserves  to  himself,  on  his  side,  the 
liberty  of  recalling  his  troops  at  the  end  of 
four  years,  if  they  are  not  sent  back  be- 
fore, or  to  agree  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty at  the  end  of  that  time  for  another 
term. 

VIL  With  regard  to  the  pay  and  treat- 
ment, as  well  ordinary  as  extraordinary, 
of  the  said  troops,  they  shall  be  put  on 
the  same  foot  in  aU  respects  with  tne  na- 
tional British  troops,  and  his  Majesty's 
department  of  war  shall  deliver,  without 
deli^,  to  that  of  his  most  serene  highness, 
an  exact  and  faithful  state  of  the  pay  and 
treatment  enjoyed  by  those  troojpB;  which 
pay  and  treatment,  in  consideration  that 
0is  most  serene  highness  could  not  put 
this  corps  in  a  condition  to  march  in  so 
short  a  time,  without  extraordinary  ex- 
pences,  shall  commence  for  the  first  divi- 
sion on  the  Ist  day  of  February,  and  for 
the. second  seven  days  before  it  shall  be- 
gin to  march,  and  snail  be  paid  into  the 
military  chest  of  Hesse,  without  any  abate- 
ment or  deduction,  to  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  arrangements  which  shall 
be  made  for  that  purpose;  and  the  sura  of 
20,000^.  sterling  snail  be  advanced  imme- 
diately on  account  of  the  said  pay. 

Vill.  If  it  should  happen,  unfortunate- 
ly, that  any  regiment  or  company  of  the 
said  corps,  should  be  ruined  or  destroyed, 
either  by  accidents  on  the  sea,  or  other- 
wise, in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  or  that  the 
pieces  of  artillery,  or  other  effects,  with 
which  they  shall  be  provided,  should  be 
taken  by  the  enemy,  or  lost  on  the  sea,  his 
Majesty,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  shall 
cause  to  be  {>aid  the  expences  of  the  ne- 
cessary recruits,  as  well  as  the  price  of  the 
said  field  pieces  and  effects,  in  order  forth- 
with to  remstate  the  artillery,  and  the  said 
regiments  or  companies ;  and  the  said  re- 
cruits shall  be  settled  likewise  on  the  foot 
of  those  which  were  furnished  to  the  Hes- 
sian officere,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of 
1702,  Article  5th,  to  the  end  that  the 
corps^  may  be  always  preserved  and  sent 
back  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  was  delivered 
in.  The  recruits  annually  necessary  shall 
be  sent  to  the  English  commissary,  disci- 
plined and  completely  equipped,  at  the 
place  of  embarkation;  at  such  time  as  his 
Britannic  Majesty  shall  appoint. 

IX.  In  Europe  his  Majesty  shall  make 
use  of  this  body  of  troops  by  land,  where- 
ever  he  shall  judge  proper ;  but  North 
America  is  the  omy  country  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  globe  where  this  body  of 
troops  shall  be  employed.    They  shall  not 


tire  security  and  just  indemnificstjop;  si 
the  most  serene  umdgrave  pronusei  IStt* 
wise^on  his  part,  that  in  case  his  Mijotyi 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  is  attadedoc 
disturbed  in  his  kingdoms,  dominioa^ 
lands,  provinces,  or  towns,  he  will 
him  in  like  manner  all  the  succour 
it  shall  be  in  his  power  to  affiird, 
succour  shall  likewise  be  contmued 
him  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a 
and  advantageous  peace. 

XL    In   order  to  render  this 
and  union  the  more  perfect,  and  to  lesre 
doubt  with  the  parties  about  the      ~ 
of  the  succour,  which  they  have  to 
by  virtue  of  Uiis  Treaty,  it  is 
agreed.  That  to   judge  for  the 
whether  the  case  w  this  alliance,  snd 
stipulated  succour,  exists,  or  not,  it 
suffice,  that  either  of  the  parties  is 
attacked  by  force  of  arms,  withoot 
having  first  used  <^n  force  against 
who  attacks  him. 

XII.  Tlie  sick  of  the  Hessisn 
shall  remain  -under  the  care  of  their 
sicians,  surgeons,  and  other  persons, 
pointed  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
of  the  general  commanding  the  oorpi 
that  nation,  and  every  thing  shall  be 
lowed  them  that  his  Majesty  allows  to 
own  troops. 

XIII.  All  the  Hessian  deserters  dull 
faithfully  given  up,  wherever  they  did 
discoverecU  in  ^e  places  dependant  oa 
Britannic  Majesty,  and.  above  all,  ss  ftr 
it  is  possible,  no  person  whatever  of  ' 
nation  diall  be  permitted  to  establish 
self  in  America  without  the  consent  of 
sovereign. 

XIV.  All  the  transports  for  the 
as  well  for  the  men  as  for  the  efiecti, 
be  at  the  expence  of  his  Britannic 
ty ;  and  none  belonging  to  the  said 
shall  pay  any  postage  of  letters  in 
deration  of  the  distance  of  the  plsoeii 

XV.  The  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  lyj*e 
high  contracting  parties,  and  &9  rauicfr 
tions  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  ai  aM> 
as  possible. 
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In  witnesi  wbereof.  We,  the  ondenign- 
Bd,  Atrnished  with  the  full  powen  of  nis 
Uajestj  the  king  of  Great  Britab  on  one 
party  and  of  his  moat  aerene  highneaa  the 
leigning  landgrare  of  Heaae  Caaael  on  the 
}tber  part,  hare  aigned  the  preaent  Treaty , 
md  haye  caused  the  seals  of  our  arma  to 
M  put  thereon.  Done  at  Casaeli  the  15th 
)f  January,  in  the  year  1776. 

William  Faucitt.  f  L.  S.) 

.  M.  DB  SCHLIEFFSlr.   (L*  S.) 

rranalation  of  a  Treaty  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Hesse  Cassel ,  Reigning  Count  of 
Hanau,  Sec.  Signed  at  Hanau  the 
6ih  of  February,  1776. 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  hnay  con- 
em,  That  his  Majesty  the  king  or  Great 
Iritain  haTinff  judgea  proper  to  accept 

body  of  innmtry  of  tne  troops  of  his 
lost  serene  highness  the  hereditary  prince 
f  Hesse  Cassd,  reining  count  of  Hanau, 
EC.  to  be  employed  m  the  service  of  Great 
iritain,  the  high  contracting  parties  have 
iveo  orders  for  this  purpose  to  their  re- 
pective  ministers ;  that  is  to  say»  his  Brt- 
mnic  Majesty  to  col.  WCliam  Faucitt, 
iptain  of  the  Guards,  and  the  most  se- 
me hereditary  prince  of  Hesse  Cassel  to 
is  minister  and  privy  counsellor  Frederick 
e  Malsbourg,  who,  after  the  exchange  of 
leir  respectiTO  full  powers,  have  agreed 
pon  the  following  Articles : 
Art.  1.  The  said  most  serene  prince 
Uds  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  a  body  of 
ifimtr^,  of  668  men,  which  shall  be  at 
le  entire  disposition  of  the  King  of  Great 
ritaln. 

Art.  U.  The  most  serene  prince  en- 
kges  to  eauip  completely  this  corps ;  and 
lai  it  sliall  be  ready  to  march  the  20th  of 
e  month  of  March  next  at  farthest.  The 
id  corps  shall  pass  in  review  before  his 
ritannic  Majesty's  commissary  at  Hanau, 
that  can  be  done,  or  at  some  other  place 
I  opportunity  shaU  oftr. 
Art.  hi.  The  most  serene  prince  en- 
iges  to  furnish  the  recruits  annually  ne- 
vsary.    These  recruits  shall  be  ddivered 

his  Britannic  Majesty's  commissary, 
iciplined  and  completely  eouipped.  His 
ost  serene  highness  will  ao  his  utmost 
at  the  whole  may  arrive  at  the  place  of 
eir  embarkation  at  the  time  his  Majesty 
all  fix  upon. 

Art.  Iv.  The  service  of  his  Britannic 
Bjesty,  and  the  preservation  of  the  troops, 
quiring  equally  that  the  commanding 
Soers  and  subalterns  should  be  perfectly 


acquainted  with  the  service,  his  most 
serene  highness  will  take  proper  care  in 
the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  v.  The  most  serene  prince  ea^ 
gages  to  put  this  coips  on  the  best  footing 
possible;  and  none  snail  be  admitted  into 
It,  but  persons  proper  for  campaign  ser- 
vice, and  acknowledged  as  such  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  commissary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  shall  be  furnished 
with  tents,  and  all  necessary  equipage. 

Art.  VH.  The  King  grants  to  this 
corps  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  pay, 
as  well  as  all  the  advantages  in  forage, 
provisions,  winter  quarters,  and  refresh- 
ments, ftc.  Sec.  enjoyed  by  the  royal 
troops:  and  the  most  serene  prince  en- 
flages  to  let  this  corps  enjoy  all  the  emo- 
luments of  pay  that  his  Isritannic  Ma- 
jesty allows  them.  The  sick  and  wounded 
of  the  said  corps  shall  be  taken  care  of  in 
the  King's  hospitals,  and  shall  be.  treated 
in  this  respect  as  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
troops :  and  the  wounded  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  serve,  shall  be  transported  into 
Europe,  and  sent  back  into  their  own 
country,  at  the  expence  of  the  King. . 

Art.  VIII.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his 
most  serene  highness,  under  the  title  of 
levy  money,  for  each  foot  soldier  90  crowns 
Banco,  the  crown  reckoned  at  ^3  sols  of 
Holland:  one  half  of  this  levy  money 
shall  bepaid  six  weeks  after  the  signature 
of  the  Treaty ;  and  the  other  half  tliree 
months  and  an  half  after  the  signature. 

Art.  IX.  According  to  4;ustom  three 
wounded  men  shall  be  reckoned  as  one 
killed:  a  man  killed  shall  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  the  levy  money.  If  it  shall 
happen  that  any  company  of  this  corps 
should  be  entirely  ruinea  or  destroyed^ 
the- King  will  pay  the  expence  of  the  ne- 
cessary recruits  to  re-estalblish  this  coips. 

Art.  X.  The  most  serene  prince  re- 
serves to  himself  the  nomination  to  the 
vacant  employments,  as  also  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice ;  moreover,  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  will  cause  orders  to  be  given 
to  the  commander  of  the  army  in  which 
this  corps  shall  serve,  not  to  exact  of  this 
corps  any  extraordinary  services,  or  such 
as  are  beyond  their  proportion  with  the 
rest  of  t£e  army ;  and  when  they  shall 
serve  with  the  Enelish  troops,  or  with 
other  auxUiaries,  the  officers  dball  com- 
mand (as«  the  mUitary  service  requires  of 
itself)  according  to  their  military  rank^ 
and  the  seniority  of  their  commissionSa 
without  making  any  distinction  of  what 
corps  the  troops  may  be  with  which  thej 


1 167]        16  GB0R6E  m.         DOaU  m  ike  German  TreaHdtJvr  tke       [UK 


nwy  serve.  This  corps  shall  take  the  oath 
of  fidelit J  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  with» 
out  prejudice  to  that  they  have  taken  to 
their  sovereign. 

Art.  XL  Their  pay  shall  commence 
15  days  before  the  march  of  this  body  of 
troops;  and  from  the  time  the  troops* 
shall  have  quitted  their  quarters  in  order 
to  repair  to  the  place  of  their  destination, 
all  the  expences  of  march  and  transport, 
as  well  as  of  the  future  return  of  the 
troops  into  their  own  country,  shall  be  at 
the  charge  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

Art.  Xil.  His  Britannic  Majesty  will 
grant  to  the  most  serene  prince,  during  all 
the  time  that  this  body  of  troops  shafi  be 
in  the  pay  of  his  Majes^,  an  annual  sub* 
sidy  of  25,050  crowns  Banco.  His  Ma- 
jesty shall  cause  notice  of  the  cessation 
of  Uie  aforesaid  subsidy  to  be  given  a 
whole  year  before  it  shall  cease  to  be 
p«id ;  provided  that  this  notice  shall  not 
.  be  given  till  after  the  return  of  the  troops 
into  the  dominions  of  his  most  serene, 
highness. 

This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  high 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications 
thereof  shall  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. In  witness  whereof  we  the  under- 
signed in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have 
signed  the  present  Treaty,  and  have  thereto 
put  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Hanau  the  5th  of  February, 
1776- 

William  Faucitt.  (L.  S.J 
Fredbric  B.  DC  Malsbourg.  (L.  S.) 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  German 
Treaties  Jar  the  Hire  of  Troops  to  act 
against  tke  Americans,']  Feb.  29.  Lord 
J^ortA  moved  that  the  preceding  Treaties 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply. 
He  urged  the  necessity  of  the  measure, 
and  the  great  effects  he  expected  from  it. 
He  said,  no  questions  could  arise  upon  it 
but  three,  all  of  which  were  too  plain  to 
require  much  elucidation.  Whether  the 
troops  proposed  to  be  hired  were  wanted  ? 
Whether  the  terms  on  which  they  were 
procured,  were  advantageous  ?  and,  Whe- 
ther the  force  was  such  as  might  be  deem- 
.ed  fully  adeqimte  to  effect  the  operations 
for  which  it  was  intended  ?  As  to  the 
first  point,  he  said  that  reducing  America 
to  a  proper  constitutional  state  of  obe- 
dience, being  the  great  object  of  parlia- 
ment, the  best  and  most  speedy  means  of 
effecting  so  desirable  a  purpose,  was  the 
motive  which  induced  administration  to 
adopt  tl^js  measure,  because  men  could  be 


readiei^  had,  and  up<m  much  cfaesner  teiBB 
in  this  wav,  than  we  could  posmy  recrsit 
Uiem  at  home.  On  the  second,  be  ob* 
served,  that  nolGnly  in  the  view  of  con- 
parative  cheapness  with  home  kviei,  but 
as  referring  to  former  tiAies,  the  pretoit 
troops  would  cost  us  less  than  (twiogaU 
the  circumstances  together.^  we  ccM  m 
expected.  And  lastly,  tnat  the  Sam 
which  this '  measure  would  enable  m  to 
send  to  America,  would  be  such,  as  ia  ill 
human  probability  must  compel  that  coun- 
try to  agree  td  terms  of  submissioD,  per- 
haps without  any  further  effusion  of  blood. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  reprobated  dx 
measure  in  all  its  parts.  lie  obsened, 
that  the  present  was  the  first  alannia^ 
consequence  of  the  American  war.  Bn- 
tain  was  to  be  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  il 
Europe;  she  .was  to  be  impoferidbri; 
nay,  what  was,  if  possible,  worsei  abeva 
compelled  to  apply  to  two  petty  Gema 
states  in  the  most  morticing  and  boni- 
liating  manner,  and  submit  to  iodigoitia 
never  before  prescribed  to  a  crowned  bcs^ 
presidbg  over  a  powerful  and  opolol 
kmgdom.  1.  The  troops  were  to  em 
into  pay  before  they  began  to  msrdH4 
thing  never  known  before.  2.  Leif- 
money  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  MV 
7L  lOs.  a  man.  3.  Not  satisfied  witb  tU^ 
those  petty  princes  were  to  be  subsidaeli 
4.  They  have  had  the  modesty  to  iosiit  • 
a  double  subsidy.  5.  Tlie  subsidy  ii  H 
be  continued  for  two  years  in  oneinstioflt^ 
and  one  year  in  the  other,  after  the  troop 
have  returned  to  their  respective  ooss* 
tries;  and  lastly,  a  body  of  12»000fc- 
reigners  are  to  be  introduced  into  tbeds* 
minions  of  the  British  erown>  under  si 
controul  of  either  king  or  pariiameal;  iv 
the  express  words  of  the  treaty  are  "  thl 
this  body  of  troops  ( Hessians)  shaU  rea0 
under  the  command  of  their  genend,  ti 
whom  his  most  serene  hi^mess  bat  Cfr 
trusted  the  command.'' 

Mr.  ComvoaU  assured  the  House,  tM 
he  bad  a  better  opportunity  of  knovif 
the  means  of  treating  with  Gcfas 
princes,  and  of  procuring  troops,  tis 
any  man  in'  it.  That  his  situatioo  fa 
many  vears,  as  clerk  in  the  German  ^ 
office  last  war,  gave  him  this  opportiuu^i 
and  that  he  was  astonished  to  hear  ay 
gentleman,  conversant  with  Genosa  ooa* 
nections,  call  the  present  terms  dasdwit 
tageous.  He  contended,  that'  the  !■> 
months  previous  pay  allowed  to  the  im 
of  Brunswick,  was  no  more  than  a  dAicoK; 
and  insisted  that  they  wer^  all  bail  • 
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.|a«er  tarauf  than  was  ev«r  known  before, 
•fpecially  if  the  busineflB  should  be  e&ct- 
ed  within  the  year,  of  which  be  had  no  rea- 
Mo  to  doubt. 

Lord  Irnham.  I  am  to  ask  your  pardon 
br  appearing  so  solicitoua  to  sive  you 
my  sentiments,  just  at  this  period  d  time, 
bat  it  If  to  answer  the  hon.  eenUeman  of 
the  Treasury  bench,  who  is,  I  snow,  a  per- 
fect master  of  the  German  afiairs,  and  to 
aubout  tohim,  in  this  stage  of  the  bnsiness, 
my  doubts  as  to  the  competeney  of  tbe 
laB4grave  of  Hesse,  and  the  duke  of  Bruns* 
wick,  to  aaake  such  treaties  as  are  now 
under  our  consideration.  That  gentle- 
nnn  knows,  that  before  the  peace  of 
WciRtphalia,  the  feudatories  of  the  empire 
hsd  no  confirmed  legal  right  to  enga^, 
without  leave  of  the  emperor,  in  offensive 
and  defensive  alliances  with  foreign  prinoes, 
which  might  require  sending  troops  out  of 
thejompire.  But  the  Weakness  of  the  House 
jf  Austria,  and  the  dread  of  the  Swedish 
ams,  ebtamed,  after  a  long  discussion, 
tlmt  extraordinary  privilege,  on  the  pre- 
Isnoe  o£  the  interest  of  raigkm,  and  the 
inability  of  tbe  head  of  the  empire,  from 
being  often  encaged  in  war  with  the  Turks, 
to  defend  the  trontiers,  which  made  such  a 
concession  benefioial  to  the  empire;  al- 
wajfs  presuming,  that  the  troops  of  those 
pnaces  lo  contractiog,  should,  in  case  of 
.Ibeempupe  beiog  attacked,  return  to  its 
defence,  as  the  allegiance  d  those  princes 
lo  the  emperor  and  empire  of  Germany, 
kf  the  natnre  of  their  feudal  tenure,  espe- 
eudly  required.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  is  the 
true  state  of  the  privilege  those  princes 
9aw  enjoy,  can  it  be  fairly  inferred  Arom 
thence^  that  they  can,  merely  for  lucre 
end  pecuniary  considerations,  transpovt 
tteir  vassals  to  the  East  or  West  Inoies, 
nine  parts  in  ten  of  whom  will  hardly  ever 
return;  and  thus,  by  depopulating  their 
territories,  deprive  their  lord  paramount 
of  the  succour  which  he  has  a  ri^t  to  ex- 
pect from  tbem,  and  of  the  advantege 
vUcb  an  inhabited  and  settled  territory 
aibrds,  in  camparison  of  one  stript  of 
eU  the  men  able  to  bear  arms ;  lo  sup- 
port a  oause  in  no  shape  whatever  coo- 
nsotqi  with  the  emfure,  and  which  must 
nnder  it  vile  and  dishonoufaUe  in  the 
qres  of  all  Europe,  as  a  nursery  of  men 
reserved  for  Uie  purposes  of  supporting 
ttbitrarv  powevy  whenever  grasped  at  by 
those  who  have  more  money,  though  not 
taere  justice  and  virtue,  than  the  others 
whom  thmr  cfua  pay  for  oppressing.  I 
Aall  say  Uttle  to  &e  feeUB«»  of  tbose 

t?OU  XVIIl.J 


princes  who  can  sell  theh'  subjects  for  suoh 
purposes.  We  have  read  of  the  hu- 
mourist Sancho's  wish ;  that,  if  he  were  a 
prince,  all  his  subjects  should  be  black-a- 
moors,  as  he  cpuTd  by  the  sale  of  them 
easily  turn  them  iotq  ready-money;  but 
that  wish,  however  it  might  appear  ridi- 
culous, and  unbecoming  a  sovereigo^  is 
much  more  innocent  than  a  prince's  avail- 
ing himself  o£  his  vassals  for  the  purpose 
of  sacrificing  them  in  sueh  destructive 
wars,  where  he  has  the  additional  crime 
of  making  them  destroy  much  better  and 
nobler  bemgs  than  themselves. — As  to  the 
defensive  part  of  the  treaty,  which  is 
looked  upon  as  of  no  consequence*  on  sup- 
position that  we  shall  nev^r  be  called  upon 
to  fulfil  it;  I  beg  leave  to  insist  on  the 
contrary  position:  for  the  emperor  may 
not  only  snew  his  resentment  of  this  pro- 
oeedin|(  of  hk  vassak,  by  a  military  exo> 
cution  m  their  territories,  but  tday  thereby 
l^ve  them,  a  right  to  call  upon  us  for  tbat 
mdemnification  in  money,  which  is  the 
only  means  in  our  power  for  making  them 
amends,  and  to  which  we  are  by  tbeso 
treaties  bound.  Besides,  the  king  of 
Prussia,  who  is  at  their  door,  will  infallibly 
seize  this  opportunity  of  making  us  pay 
the  QOOflOOl.  whkh  vhe  pretends  wo 
wronged  him  of  at  the  dose  of  the  last 
war.  It  will  therefore  be  very  proper  for 
administration,  and  much  more  for  the 
House,  to  consider  th$t  it  would  be  a  great 
addition  to  the  expenoe,  whicb^  from  the 
complexion  of  the  House,  1  am  afraid  wo 
are  £[oing  to  incur,  by  approving  of  those 
treaties  now  under  consideration,  which 
treaties  I  look  upon  as  highly  inexpedient, 
and  dishonourable  to  the  nation;  and  to 
whfch  therefore,  I  shall  give  etery  oppo- 
sition in  my  power. 

Mr*  S^jfmaur  compared  the  present  with 
the  treaties  with  German  and  other  princes, 
whom  we  had  fimnerly  subsidized,  and  de« 
fied  Mr.  Cornwall,  to  produce  a  single  in^ 
stance,  in  which  the  same  number  of  men, 
within  the  same  tinM,.had  cost  the  nation 
so  much  money. 

Mr.  Harih^.  In  the  course  of  our  do* 
bates  upon  American  measures,  I  fre- 
quently hear  the  terms  of  rebellion  and 
rebels  made  use  of,  which  I  shall  never 
adopt:  not  only  because  I  would  avoid 
every  term  of  acrimony  which  might  in- 
crease the  ill-blood  between  us  and  our 
fellow  subjects,  in  Amerioa,  but  likewise, 
thinking  as  I  do,  that  the  ministry  of  this 
country  have  been  in  every  stage  the  a^ 
gressors;  \  never  will,  as  a  Whig  ofSo^ 
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volution    pnnciples,  confound  terms    bo 
fundamentally  the  reverse  to  each  other, 
es  defensive  resistance  in  the  support  of 
constitutional  rights,  with  unprovoked  and 
active  treason.    The  colonies  have  been 
condemned  unheard.    If  you  would  have 
condescended  to  have  heard  their  petition, 
you  would  have  found  that  all  they  re- 
quested has  been  to  be  restored  to  the 
happy  state  of  harmony,  and  constitutional 
dependence  existing  in  1763*     Those  mi- 
nisters who  have  so  madly  driven  them  on 
to  unavoidable  resistance,  must  be  answer- 
able to  their  country  for  all  future  conse- 
quences.    I    wish   to  enter  my  protest 
once  for  all,   that  I   shall  always  think 
that  our  American  fellow* subjects  have 
been  driven  to  resistance  in   their  own 
defence,  and  in  support  of  those   very 
claims  which  we  ourselves  have  success- 
fully taken  up  arms  in  former  times,  to 
rescue  us  from  the  violence  and  tyrannical 
pretensions    of    the    House  of    Stuart 
These  rights  are  the  giving  and  granting 
ireely  our-own  property,  and  the  security 
of  charters.    Let  us  do  to'them  as  we  have 
done  for  ourselves,  and  it  is  all  that  ther 
l»k.    I  am  convinced  that  the  nation  will 
aome  day  or  other  see  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  when  the  anger  of  the  present  un- 
fortunate disputes  is  a  little  abated,  and 
.  when  many  misrepresentations,  which  are 
studiously    circulated    by    ministry,    are 
cleared  away.    Therefore,  Sir,  for  the  pre- 
sent I  will  suspend  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  confine  my  objections  to  this 
measure  of  the  foreign  troops ;  to  the  im- 
policy and  impracticability  of  the  mea- 
sures;   being  always   understood   that  I 
have  entered  my  protest  against  their  in- 
justice.   Sir,  the  public  have  been  artfully 
and  imperceptibly  led  into  these  measures. 
We  were  tola,  at  first,  that  the  discontents 
were  only  adopted  by  a  few  factious  per* 
sons  in  America,  that  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple were  totally  averse  to  these  measures 
of  resistance,  and  that  a  very  little  exer- 
tion froni  this  country,  and  a  very  incon- 
siderable expepce,  would  restore  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity.    Many  of  us  on  this  side 
of  the  House  have  Arom  time  to  time,  en- 
deavoured to  uncover  these  fallacies,  having 
too  truly  foreseen  and  foretold  the  endless 
ill  consequences  of  the  ministerial  plans  in 
America.    I  myself  told  you,  Sir,  in  this 
▼ery  place,  not  many  months  ago,  from 
very  certain  information,  that  America 
would  not  only  not  recede  upon  the  arti- 
cles of  arbitrary  taxation  and  surrender  of 
pbarters,  but  that  the^  would  turn  out, 


before  last  midsammer,  a  body  of  50,000 
men  in  arms.  This  prediction  was  at  that 
time  treated  by  the  House  with  lan^ker, 
yet  it  has  proved  but  too  tme.  What  con- 
fidence can  we  then  have  in  ministerB  who 
are  so  grossly  ignorant  and  deceived,  or, 
who  conceal  the  true  state  of  tilings  firora 
this  House  and  the  public,  perhaps  with 
no  better  view  than  to  trepan  them  insidi- 
ously, and  by  gradual  steps,  into  the  sop- 
port  of  their  own  desperate  and  sangoinaij 
designs  ?  The  public  revenue  beii^  a  sub- 
ject, upon  which  1  have  at  times  bestowal 
some  pains,  and  upon  which  I  sometinies 
troubled  you,  1  am  sure  this  House  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  recollect,  that  I  have  ia- 
cessantly  remonstrated  asainst  the  enar* 
mity  of  the  expence  which  these  roeasnns 
would  entail  even  to  the  hazard  of  pobfie 
bankruptcy,  if  foreign  war  should  overlafce 
us  upon  the  heels  of  this  civil  contest 
The  ministry  have,  fbr  a,  time,  smoUierei 
these  mischiefe ;  they  have  kept  all  mH^ 
ters  of  expence  out  of  sight,  and  ende^ 
voured  to  lull  the  public  to  inattentkm,  bf 
conveying  to  them  that  very  little  mat 
would  do.  No  such  words  as  taxing 
funding  have  even  been  whispered; 
taxing  and  funding  must  come,  and 
soon  too.  You  cannot  do  this  very  ^ 
without.  1  have  again  and  again  stated 
this  House,  and  to  the  noble  lord,  thai 
debts  and  expences  incurred,  and  such 
will  be  incurred  in  this  very  year's 
paign,  cannot  come  to  a  less  sum  than 
mOTions.  The  army  extraordinaries, 
navy  debt  incurred  in  the  last  year, 
be  enormous ;  those  which  will  farther 
incurred  in  the  present  year,  must  be 
mense.  Let  the  noble  lord  deal  ia^^ 
ously  with  the  public,  and  inform 
House  what  expences  he  is  providing 
them.  Does  he  intend  to  lay  any  i 
tax  this  year  >  Does  he  pay  off  any  of 
navy  debt  ?  Does  he  intend  to  propone 
payment  of  the  civil  list  with  aa  ao[ 
tion  to  the  establishment  of  it  ?  W 
the  noble  lord  state  as  the  probable 
pence  of  the  intended  campaign?  L«ec 
country  gentlemen  know  what  endlens 
pences  they  are  to  encounter.  Therw 
some  gentlemen  who  have  professed, 
they  enter  into  this  war  to  obtain  a 
nue  from  Amerioa,  liut  still  not  at  all 
Gold  may  be  bought  too  dear ; 
to  pay  a  hundred  years  purchase 
poeTibllity  of  a  revenue  ft«^  America, 
would  give  that  price  even  for  a 
But  it  is  contenaed  that  all  this 
is  only  «  mode  <rf  making  jpeaoe  rith  d^ 
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Hij;  that  the  Americans  will  be  awed 
oto  fubmission,  and  that  commissioners 
ire  to  grant  pardons  and  to  make  peace. 
Diis  is  the  insidious  pretext  of  the  present 
^esr :  for  what  powers  are  given  to  the 
rommissioners  ?  r^onci  but  to  srant  par- 
loos,  if  the  Americans  will  lay  aown  their 
inns,  upon  unconditional  submission.  This 
I  an  insult  both  upon  them  and  upon  us. 
Did  thej  take  up  arms  to  obtain  pardon, 
»r  to  obtain  redress  of  grievances  ?  You 
^e  condemned  them  unheard^  you  have 
nobvertedall  their  civil  rights,  you  pen* 
ooned  their  judees,  you  garble  dieir  juries, 
fOKL  control  the  nree  debates  of  their  assem- 
ilies,  you  confiscate  their  charters,  you 
ike  their  property  by  violence  from  them; 
lod  when  they  petition  or  complain,  you 
lell  them  that  these  are  pretended  gnev' 
iDces :  yet  these  are  the  grievances  which 
hej  seek  redress  of  under  arms.  Give 
them  redress,  and  they  will  lay  down  their 
irms,  and  gladly  receive  pardon  and  gene- 
rsl  oblivion.  If  parliament  had  enabled 
ihe  commissioners  to  offer  redress  of  griev- 
mces,  I  should  not  have  called  the  ap- 
^tment  of  them  a  mere  pretext;  but 
foa  have  expressly  tied  their  hands.  Nei- 
heir  can  the  Americans  put  any  trust  in 
lay  supposed  intentions  of  the  ministry 
i>r  peace.  General  Burgoyne  says,  in  his 
etter  to  general  Lee,  tlmt  after  what  has 
pissed,  the  Americans  may  rest  in  full 
xnfidence  that  this  country  would  never 
ttunk  of  taxing  them  again,  and  indeed 
that  inference  would  seem  reasonable,  if 
M  did  not  hear  the  contrarv  asserted  and 
mpported  almost  in  every  day's  debate  in 
ius  House,  and  particularly  by  the  noble 
^d  who  has  lately  been  advanced  to  the 
head  of  the  American  department.  The 
loble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  sel- 
iom  holds  the  same  language  and  opinion 
^g  together.  Sometimes  lie  is.  ready  to 
iispense  with  taxatioui  and  wishes  to  God, 
liat  all  thinffs  were  restored  to  the  state 
)f  1763.  It  he  has  personally  any  dispo- 
sitions to  moderation  and  lenient  measures 
nore  than  bis  coUeaMes,  he  is  at  least  over- 
ided.  But  the  noble  lord  of  the  American 
lepartroent,  has  invariably  declared  upon 
mnciple,  that  a  total  and  uncoioditional 
dibmission,  an  entire  surrender  of  their 
>roperty  and  charters,  are,  with  him,  the 
iodispensable  preliminaries  of  any  treaty 
tf  peace.  I  have  myself  troubled  the 
Bouse  this  very  session  with  some  propo- 
ntions  of  pacincation,  ofiering  security  to 
ihe  colonies  upon  the  articles  of  taxation 
uid  cfaartersi  which  have  been  refused 


upon  principle,  expreasJgr.^argued  in  thu 
debate  on  the  part  of  the  .ministry,  that 
they  would  not,  in  the  least  degree,  recede 
from  their  terms  of  unconditional  submis-. 
sion  to  be  enforced  by  the  sword*  Then 
away  with  these  pretexts !  it  is  clear  enougb 
that  they  mean  nothing  but  destruction 
and  bloodshed,  and  to  act  over  again  the 
njockery  .of  what  was  last  year  called  the 
conciliatory  proposition.  You  sent  prders 
to  dip  the  sword  in  American  blood 4)efore 
that  proposition,  insidious  as  it  was,  could 
be  offered  to  any  assembly  upon  the  con-* 
tinent.  This  year  again,  your  pretext  is 
a  pretended  commission  to  offer  peace,  at 
the  same  time  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners  from  making  any  offer  but  of 
unconditional  submission,  witlikan  army  of 
foreign  mercenaries  sent  close  upon  their 
heels,  to  lay  waste  the  whole  country  with 
fire  and  sword.  Sir,  my  opposition  to  thic 
unjust  American  war,  is  so  total  and  ab- 
solute against  every  part  of  it,  that  I 
hardly  know  in  what  terms  to  express  my 
aversion  to  any  one  part  more  than  to 
every  other;  yet  I  think,  Sir,  if  there 
could  remain  any  measure  exceeding^ 
every  preceding  one  in  diserace  and  bar-' 
barity,  it  is  this  of  introducing  foreign: 
troops.  The  first  shedding  of  Civil  blood 
was  wantonly  precipitated  bv  ministerial 
orders  last  year,  even  before  the  pretended 
plan  of  reconciliation  could  be  proposed 
to  any  assembly  on  the  continent;  there-' 
fore  the  first  blood  lies  at  your  door.  Not- 
withstanding  this  provocation  of  blood' 
shed,  the  Americans  tell  you  in  their  de- 
claration, as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of 
their  desire  for  peace,  that  **  they  have  not 
called  in  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur,'' 
justly  claiming  the  merit  of  forbearance 
under  such  provocation  and  distress.  Mark 
the  reward  which  we  ^ive  them  for  their 
forb^rance :  their  petition  is  rejected  un- 
heard, and  the  minister  tells  the  parlia- 
ment, in  the  King's  speech,  that  it  is  with 
<  satisfaction'  that  his  Majesty  has  received 
friendly  offers  of  foreign  assistance;  to- 
which  this  House  has  given  for  answer^ 
that  they  would  *  cheerfullv'  enable  his 
Majesty  to  avail  himself  of  the  offer.  An 
American  congress  have  held  such  a  mea* 
sure  in  abhorrence ;  a  British  parliament 
have  adopted  it  with  <  cheerfulness.'  You 
have  now  set  them  the  example,  and  per- 
haps by  the  very  apt,  madei  it  unavoidably 
necessary  for  them  to  adopt  the  same  fatak 
measure  in  their  own  defence.  1  call  it 
a  fatal  raeasi^re;  b^&use  when  foreiga 
powers  are  once  introduced  in  this  dii»» 
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pute,  all  poasibilitj  of  rtconcSiftlion  and 
return  to  our  former  connexion  is  totally 
cut  oC  You  have.gi?en  a  juatificatien  to 
the  Americans  by  your  example,  if  they 
call  in  the  assistance  of  foreign  powers* 
Let  the  minister  who  has  adrised  this  mea- 
sure to  his  Majesty,  consider  well  of  the 
consequences.  His  head  as  well  as  his 
hand,  is  answerable  for  the  treaties.  I 
mean  not  merely  from  the  effect  of  these 
foreign  troops  in  the  Americaa  dispute, 
but  from  all  other  consequences,  upon  the 
general  security  of  our  situation  with  re- 
spect to  all  foreign  powers.  We  know 
well,  with  bow  jMous  an  eye  this  country 
is  watched ;  and  more  particularly  enyieo, 
on  account  of  the  universal  and  uncon- 
troled  empire  of  th0  British  flag.  One 
such  treaty  should  not  stand  alone.  If  any 
foreign  power  should  attack  us,  we  shall 
expect  of  the  minister,  who  has  advised 
these  treaties  for  foreign  forces,  to  be  JMre- 
pared  with  such  a  system  of  treaties  and 
alliances  as  shall  secure  this  country  from 
Ae  natural  consequences  to  be  expected 
from  such  interference  of  foreigners. 
When  you  have  set  the  example,  you  not 
only  justify  America  in  applying  fbr  fo» 
reign  aid,  but  every  power  whatever  will 
think  themselves  at  liberty  to  take  such 
part  as  may  best  suit  their  own  conve- 
nience. Upon  the  whole  of  this  measure, 
I  tliink  it  the  most  disgraceful,  the  most 
unjust  and  unnatural,  and  big  with  the 
most  fatal  consequences,  of  any  measure 
that  has  been,  or  could  possibly  be  adopt- 
ed, therefore  I  shall  give  my  most  hearty 
negative  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Stuart^  (third  son 
of  the  earl  of  Bute)  was  for  warlike  mea- 
mires.  He  rested  the  strength  of  the  na- 
tion chiefly  on  paper-credit,  with  which 
he  united  the  na^  and  commerce.  Paper- 
credit,  heaaid,  effiBCted  wonders;  it  was 
not  only  a  substitute  for  money*  bat  it  was 
better.  While  our  credit  remained  in- 
violate, we  shaU  never  want  either  soldiers 
or  sailors.  He  msisted  that  America  had 
Ao  prospect  of  deriving  support  from  My 
foreign  power,  hecause  she  was  not  able 
to  pay  them;  neither  Fhmce  nor  Spain 
would  assist  them,  unless  well  paid.  Ame^ 
rica  had  nothing  but  paper-moaeyf  and 
that  would  never  pass  current;  nothing 
but  good  sterling  money  would  answer 
tiieir  purpose,  and  that  die  would  not  be 
able  to  phxsure,  so  long  as  her  trade  and 
commerce  were  prevented  or  destroyed 
by  our  navy. 

Captam  JaiiieiXitf#r«0.  Irsebeoaiisel 


think,  that  if  I  am  sot  tooyouag  anienriwr 
tahave  a  mme of  humanitjrt  aeilher  csnl 
be  deemed  too  young  to  grre  my  fooe^ai 
well  as  TOle  aginast  the  oppgcsaie  bmk 
sures  of  the  present  admniistnlioa.  Nsr 
can  I  be  awed  by  their  abilities,  ercm 
rience,  when  the  state  of  aflUrs  pfovetDej^ 
have  been  so  Busapplited,  as  to  lose  to  As 
crown  America,  to  this  oonntiy  a  noit 
valuable  patt  efits  commerce,  andwlidi 
are  every  day  exerted  in  frnBiog  9bA 
Bills  as  may  more  justly  be  called  dcstb- 
warrants  to  thousands  m  Mtish  sdijed^ 
thai^  a  step  towards  i  wainiag  oar  ka 
colonies.  I  flatter  myem}  Sir,  thstivte 
I  shall  say  against  this  war,  will  nol  It 
thought  inconsistent  with  the  spnit  of  ai 
officer:  for  if  Great-Bridiin  must  Meed  fv 
her  injustice  towards  America,  I  kaov  af 
duty,  and  when  called  upon  shodAiol 
shnnk  from  the  summons :  but  I  iMl 
hope  when  Iftll,  that  it  was  to  sere  Mi 
better  man,  who  mighl  Nve  to  fight  ia  • 
better  cause.  However,  Sir,  I  camMt  is* 
fleet  so  cahnly  on  the  d^ny  and  poaHi 
fiite  of  those  great  and  distinguished  flfl» 
cers,  who  coidd  scarcely  be  replsoed  bf 
their  equals,  much  less  by  their  snperioi; 
I  Uiererore  feel  it  anr  addttiottal  resnsls 
blame  and  hunent,  the  rashness  of  sW» 
nistration. 

I  form  my  judgment.  Sir,  of  Anaic^ 
not  Itom  being  a  member  of  this  Haai^ 
but  flrom  having  passed  many  yeaniaM 
country, where, becailM  IwasanEirf^ 
man,  I  met  with  a  friendly  recepia 
They  gave  tne  many  just  causes  to  rap^ 
them,  and  to  wish  them  wdl:  nif,  I 
thought  it  consistent  with  my  dolj  ae^ 
do,  even  though  I  served  in  men  of  W* 
For  I  could  not  at  that  time  ferey  g 
were  sent  to  protect  America  from  fbfi^ 
powers,  only  that  we  might  ^^^^""^^^ 
spoilers  of  it  ^ourselves.  I  rather  kaW 
upon  us  as  guardians  to  their  tiad^  ■ 
which  both  countries  had  a  fiur,  ssdf 
mulnal  advantage.  The  Americsia  M 
never  sought  to  be  independent  of  ay 
land.  They  thought  ministry  misiafbiM 
therefore  they  requested  to  be  hesfd,aa 
however  artfully  they  may  have  beead^ 

f  rived  of  tlmt  jprivilege  bdbre  this  BW 
do  respect  it  a^  the  grand  jodidili^ 
quest  or  the  nation,  which  must  beli* 
high  and  too  equitable  to  condemn  »■* 
dividual  without  a  hearing,  much  ktftta 
mfllions  of  subjects.  Yet  it  ii  hmI*^ 
pttrliament  declared  this  war  agaktf^^ 
rica :  let  who  will  have  done  it>  Jj^ 
seen  enough  of  that  country  to  A^' 
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ny  doty  to  endeftTOor  to  expr&»  how 
Doch  I  ano  averse  to  so  iniqoiiousy  so  im- 
hMc  a  persecution. 

I  have  heard.  Sir,  diat  it  is  necessary  to 
fesCrojr  America,  in  order  to  obtain  an  ho- 
iourable  peace  to  this  connnercial  coun- 
ty.   If  f  och  great  objects  may  be  'corn- 
tared  to  small  ones,  I  think  it  would  hare 
leen  u  sound  policy  to  send  to  Liverpool, 
I  the  time  of  the  not,-  to  bum  the  town, 
ad  destroy  all  the  merchant  ships,  because 
part  of  their  crew  had  proved  disobedient 
» the  laws.    But  who  says  the  Americans 
dll  not  submit  to  be  governed  by  the  just 
nrs?   They  only  say  so,  who  first  broke 
hrough  them,  and  have  ever  since  been 
ddiDg  insult  to  injury.    The  minister  well 
new  he  had  offended  all  America ;  and 
4iat  man  is  so  unlikely  to  put  an  end  to 
Ite  dispute,  as  lie  who  insists  upon  being 
idge  in  his  own  cause  ?  Hiis  I  do  say  for 
lie  Americans,  because  I  do  believe  it, 
bit  had  their  real  motives  been  fiiirly  and 
iipartially  hid  before  this  House,  and  the 
arliament  of  Great  Britain  been  called  in 
I  the  mediators,  not  the  persecutors  of 
be  people,  all  would  Imve  ended  well : 
bat  good  fiiith  which  had  been  wantonly 
Mated  toward*  the  colonies  would  have 
6en  restored  opon  a  more  lastimg  founda- 
bn,  and  men'fe  lives  and  properties  been 
ifeat  this  very  hour.  Some  say,  who  now 
re  the  Americans  we  can  treat  with  I  Is 
I  every  individual  settler  of  that  country  > 
•teely  it  would  be  an  endless  work.  Wiio 
len  so  proper  as  those  in  whom  they  place 
aplidt  confidence,  and  whose  decisions 
tey  wiH  abide  by?   Such  are  the  con- 
ress ;  nor  can  I  think  the  minister  wishes 
>  pay  the  paltry  compliment  of  a  prefer- 
ace  to  the  provincial  councils,  and  as- 
mblies;  nnless  he  can  forget  how  lone 
ley  were  treated  with  the  most  shameful 
intempt  and  disgrace,  and  that  he  drew 
lis  fatal  sword  to  prove  they  idid  not  re- 
lesent  America.    But,  Sir,  I  beg  pardon 
*  deviating  so  fiir  from  the  business  of 
te  day  as  to  talk  of  reconciliation,  peace, 
dd  commerce ;  for  I  understand  the  no- 
le  lord  does  still  persist,  he  can  by  force 
farms  recover  the  trade  and  amity  of^e 
slbnies.    I  think  they  w31  continue  to 
bew  us,  that  by  such  methods  it  is  im- 
racticable  to  attain  those  ends :  but  even 
'ere  it  possible  he  should  succeed*,  permit 
le  16  say  (if  as  a  seaman  I  may  oe  in- 

Sed  with  a  professional  comparison)  I 
d  never  approve  of  that  pilot,  who 
^hen  he  might  have  steered  the  vessel 
lirough  a  awe  and  pleasant  channeli  <fi- 
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rects  her  course  amongst  rOcks  and  quick-i 
sandfe,  telling  me,  for  my  best  hope,  that 
he  has  ingenuity  enough  to  extricate  her 
at  last. 

Sir,  I  comprehend  that  ministry  now 
apply  to  parliament  for  17,000  Germans  to 
sencl  to  America.  Good  God,  for  what  end? 
To  enslave  150,000  of  their  own  countiy- 
men,  many  of  whom  fled  from  tyrants  to 
seek  our  protection.    And,  Sir,  I  speak  in 
moderation ;  for  passing  over  Georgia  and 
West  Florida,  where  they  have  some  con* 
siderable  settlements,  thereisPennsylvaniay 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  of 
the  colonies,  situated  in  the  finest  climate ; 
it  is  above  one  half  peopled  by  Germans, 
they  speak  that  language  and  scarcely 
any  English.    The  German  flats  on  th» 
Mohawk  river,  which  extend  at  the  back 
of  New- York  and  the  Jelkveys,  are  very 
highly  cultivated,  and  esteemed  the  best 
lands  of  any  of  those  provinces.    Some 
thousands  of  Germans  are  the  seders  and 
improvers  of  that  country,  and  these  I 
have  mentioned,  are  the  nearest  inhabit- 
ants to  the  five  nations  of  Indians.    They 
trade  with  them,  speak  their  language,  and 
it  is  most  natural  to  suppose  they  will 
easily  persuade  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  King's  forces.    The  Germans 
have  some  considerable  settlements  on  the 
Connecticut  river,  but  it  is  true  the  fewest 
Germans   are  in  New-England  and  the 
northern  provinces.    I  do  presume,  Sir^ 
that  is  the  reason  why  the  congress  have 
not  hitherto  thought  it  necessary  to  call 
more  of  them  to  the  provincial  army.    I 
shidl  only  add  to  this  account  of  the  Ger- 
mans, that  the  encouragement  for  them  to 
quit  their  own  country  and  become  settlers 
in  America,  was  so  very  great,  that  the 
German  princes  found  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  make   it  death  by  their  laws  to 
carry  anv  moi^  ef  them  out,  and  the  Pa- 
latine ships  that  used  so  frequently  to  con- 
vey them  have  of  late  years  ceased  to  ar- 
rive at  the  ports  of  our  colonies.    To  con- 
quer and  to  govern  by  military  force,  these 
settlers  and  SH  the  inhabitants  of  that  vast 
continent,  with  such  a  handful  of  German 
and  British  forces^  I  do  indeed.  Sir,  hold  to 
be  impracticable ;  but  I  think  it  an  excels 
lent  opportunity  for  our  hired  troops  to 
desert,  because  they  will  most  likely  be  o^ 
fered  lands,  and  protection.    These  war* 
like  transports  we  are  to  fit  out  may  then 
be  consiaered  as  good  as  the  Palatine 
ships  for  peopling  America  with  Germans. 
I  do  presume.  Sir,  it  is  not  good  poliqr 
to  hire  these  foreign  troops ;  first,  because 
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they  will  provoke  fire  times  the  number 
of  their  own  countrymen  in  America,  and 
a  great  many  Indians,  to  join  the  provin- 
cial army:  secondly,  because  they  will 
desert,  and  accept  of  lands,  which  when 
they  have  done,  we  have  hired  troops  to 
fiffht  against  ourselves;  for  surely  when 
like  those  who  became  settlers  before  them, 
they  see  an  uncultivated  wild  grow  fruitful 
and  beautiful  under  their  hands,  they  will 
readily  join  in  protecting  that  property 
and  the  just  rights  of  America  against  the 
oppressive  impositions  of  ap  enterprising 
ministry.  Sir,  foreseeing  these  probable 
events,  having  passed  some  winters  and 
summers  in  America,  and  part  of  that 
time  under  hospitable  roofs,  I  think  it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  JiAliffe  said,  that  as  matters  now, 
stood,  it  was  impossible  to  retreat,  conse- 
quently troops  must  be  had,  in  order  to 
carry  the  proposed  measures  into  execu- 
tion. This  could  not  be  effected  without 
a  sufficient  force,  and  the  pre«?nt  being 
the  most  feasible  means  of*  procuring  that 
force,  he  could  not  perceive  how  it  was 
possible  for  any  persoil  who  approved  of 
one,  to  consistently  object  to  the  other. 

Mr.  George  GrenvUle*  observed,  that 
he  had  scarcely  been  long  enough  in  pub- 
lic life  to  fix  before  now  his  sentiments  re- 
lating to  America.  He  had,  however,  no 
doubt  of  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax 
America,  and  consequently  must  concur 
in  the  coercive  measures.  He  was  far 
from  approving  all  the  steps  administration 
had  taken,  but  at  present  the  main  point 
rested  on  this  alternative ;  shall  we  aban- 
"  don  America,  or  shall  we  recover  our 
sovereignty  over  that  country  ?  The  ex- 
pence  was,  to  be  sure,  heavy,  and  the  terms 
now  before  us  hard ;  but  if  we  did  not  con- 
sent to  relinquish  all  our  pretensions  at 
once,  we  had  better  make  oi:t  effort  more; 
and  if  we  miscarried,  we  should,  in  that 
event,  be  little  worse  than  if  we  henceforth 
desisted  from  all  further  pretensions. 

Governor  Johnstone  insisted,  that  the 
paper-credit  of  America  was  full  as  good 
as  ours,  and  would  answer  every  effectual 
purpose  that  the  paper-credit  of  Great 
Britain  possibly  could.  He  was  surprised 
'  to  hear  an  hon.  member  describe  paper- 
credit  as  one  of  the  great  pillars  of  this 
nation ;  he  contended,  that  a  love  of  liberty 
was  sufficient  to  surmount  all  difficulties, 
»  ■  ■         ■ 

♦    Afterwards  earl  Temple,  and  in   1784 
•rtated  roan|ui8  of  Buckiogbam. 


and  instanced  the  case  of  the  Datdi  in  die 
resistance  they  made  to  the  oppressioii  of 
the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their  recognitioa 
as  a  free  state,  by  their  cruel  taskoMsten, 
were  indebted  in  no  less  a  sam  than  ia 
ninety  millions  sterling. 

Lord  North  expressed  his  surprise  si 
hearing  so  much  stress  laid  on  the  in* 
propriety  of  carrying  on  a  war  against  oor 
fellow-subjects.  For  his  part,  he  idwaji 
imagined,  that  a  civil  war  called  oMXt 
urgently  for  speedy  and  effectual  suppres- 
sion. Such  wars  were  no  novelties  m  thii 
country.  Were  not  the  Irish  oar  fellov- 
subjects  in  1690  ?  Were  not  the  Scotdi  is 
in  1715,  and  1745  i  And  did  any  penos 
ever  assign  it  as  a  reason  that  those  re* 
hellions  should  not  be  crushed,  becami 
the  rebels  were  our  fellow-6ub|ects  I  He 
insisted,  that  the  cases  of  America  and  the 
United  Provinces  were  extremely  diiereot; 
that  the  latter  was  privately  abetted,  and 
publicly  supported ;  and  yet,  if  her  oon- 
merce  had  been  cut  off,  notwithstanding 
all  the  aid  she  derived  from  her  powerfw 
friends  (as  that  of  America  shortly  vooU 
be)  she  must  have  been  obliged  to subouL 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  tbie  noble  loid 
was  never  twice  in  the  same  teoiper,  nor  sf 
the  same  opinion.  A  few  n^hts  ago  111 
lordship  confessed  he  could  not  promiK 
but  that  some  foreign  power  mi^t  inter- 
fere ;  and  now  he  reasoned  as  if  he  vti 
certain,  that  America  would  be  cut  of 
from  all  public  or  private  support  of  foieifli 
powers.  He  wisned  his  lordship  mm 
take  one  side  or  other  of  the  argnmenC 
and  adhere  to  it ;  for  if  he  granted  lbs 
possibility  of  such  an  interference,  then 
nis  whole  argument  amounted  to  nothing 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  certain  oTa 
strict  neutrality  on  the  part  of  France  sod 
Spain,  he  begged  never  again  to  hear  a 
syllable  of  a  possibility  of  their  interfeiily 
in  the  present  disputes. 

Lord  George  Germaine  defended  the ' 
measure  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  lit 
Quoted  a  number  of  precedents,  to  Aett 
tnat  in  every  war  or  rd>ellion  we  had  ie» 
tourse  to  foreigners  to  fight  our  battles 
and  to  support  our  government. 

Lord  Barrington  supported  the  motioo, 
because  he  owned  that  recruits  could  naU 
be  procured  on  any  terms.  The  b8i)gaia 
was  not  so  advantageous  as  he  could  have 
wished ;  but  it  was  Uie  best  that  cottid  be 
made.  They  had  prescribed  the  teim^ 
and  we  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  ac* 
cept  of  them. 

Colonel  BarrS  reminded  the  ooUe  bs^ 

t 


»   N 
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of  the  assurance  he  gave  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  no  foreign  troops  were  meant  to 
be  employed.  He  hoped  he  would  not  re- 
sort to  his  old  apology,  that  he  was  not  of 
^  cabinet ;  or,  if  he  should,  that  he 
would  never  more  pass  his  own  specula- 
tions on  the  House,  as  origiimting  from 
those  in  the  cabinet  who  were  supposed  to 
authorise  him  to  give  those  assurances. 
He  tamed  then  to  the  mintster,  and  was 
severe  on  him  and  his  colleagues,  telling 
them  plainly,  that  they  were  not  fit  to  con- 
duct the  afrairs  of  a  great  nation,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  He  attacked  the  treaties, 
Bod  those  who  advised  them,  and  pointed 
Mit  the  great  danger  of  introducing  auch 
I  number  of  foreigners  into  the  kingdom, 
illuding  to  the  case  of  Francis  the  1st  of 
Prance,  among  many  others,  who  ex- 
wrienced  the  inconveniencies  of  so  hazard- 
nis  an  experiment. 

Lord  iforih  answered  several  objections 
Dade  to  the  treaties,  as  well  as  others  re- 
stive to  the  state  of  our  navy  at  home, 
le  said  that  this  country  would  not  be  in 
anger  when  the  armament  destined  for 
Lmerica  had  sailed,  f6r  we  should  still 
ave  the  usual  number  of  guardships,  and 
was  not  intended  to  send  one  line  of 
Bttle  ship  to  tliat  part  of  the  world. 

General  Corrmay  insisted  that  adminis- 
alion  had  most  shamefully,  if  not  basely, 
roke  their  word  with  America,  respecting 
le  circular  letter  wrote  by  lord  Hillsbo- 
ligh  to  the  several  provincial  assemblies, 
bile  secretary  of  state  for  that  country, 
e  observed,  that  administration  one  day 
ofess  to  relinquish  all  idea  of  a  revenue ; 
e  next  day  they  insist  on  taxation ;  a 
Ird,  they  solely  contend  for  supremacy 
d  commercial  controul ;  and  again,  we 
0  not  tax,  but  we  wiU  have  a'  certain 
ecific  sum  of  money.  He  appealed  to 
d  candour  and  good  sense  of  those  who 
ard  him,  if  it  were  possible  for  America 
know,  what  to  do,  or  what  she  could  de- 
ad on ;  for,  supposing  she  were  willing 
consent  to  any  one,  or  all  of  those 
leraes,  #hat  certainty  would  she  have 
such  unsteadiness  of  counsels,  but,  that 
»  very  next  day  the  whole  system  may 
abandoned,  and  some  new  claim  made 
>n  them,  perhaps  the  fruitful  parent 
a  hundred  more.  What  was  the  con- 
atory  proposition  of  last  year,  taking  it 
the  most  farourable  interpretation,  but 
old  claim  of  taxing,  dressed  in  another 
h  ?  In  short,  he  could  see  nothing  but 
Led  destruction  present  itself  on  every 
»;  for, , let  America  consent  or  resist, 


he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  ruin  of 
this  empire  was  inevitable.  He  treated 
the  idea  of  reducing  America  as  imprac- 
ticable and  absurd ;  and  if  it  were  not,  "he 
pronounced  it  at  once  cruel,  oppressive, 
impolitic,  ruinous,  and  unjust. 

Lord  Mulgrnve  said,  he  had  ever  ap- 
proved of  Mr.  Grenville's  system  of  colony- 
government;  thatihis  prophecy  was  now 
literally  fulfilled ;  for  he  said,  if  the  Stamp 
Act  should  be  repealed,  it  would  produce 
all  the  consequences  that  have  since  hap- 
pened. That  the  repealing  that  Act  was 
the  cause  of  all  our  present  disputes ;  and 
that  whatever  was  thrown  out  respecting 
his  conduct,  was  equally  untrue  and  ilU 
founded ;  for  as  he  was  always  against  the 
repeal,  so  he  was  now  in  favour  of  coercive 
measures,  never  considering  on  which  side 
administration  voted. 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  not  responsible 
for  what  lord  Hillsborough  might  have 
promised  before  he  came  into  office ;  yet 
jf  he  had  been  one  of  the  advisers  of  tnat 
measure,  he  thought  he  could  fully  justify' 
himself  on  the  conciliatory  proposition 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
House  last  year,  for  that  went  beyond  any 
thing  contained  in  the  circular  letter  said 
to  be  written  by  the  noble  lord.  The  pro- 
position secured  the  application  of  the  port- 
duties  to  the  sewices  of  the  colony  f^liere 
such  duties  should  happen  to  arise,  which 
plainly  removed  the  only  objection  that 
had  been  previously  made  to  them,  that  of 
drawing  the  produce  of  such  duties  into 
the"  British  exchequer.  His  lordship  was 
then  extremely  jocular  on  some  ofthe  ar«- 
guments  made,  use  of  by  governor  John- 
stone, general  Conway,  and  colonel  Barr6, 
relative  to  the  native  strength  of  America, 
and  the  personal  prowess  of  its  inhabitants, 
on  the  aangers  of  a  foreign  invasion,  and 
on  the  probable  consequences  of  introduc- 
ing a  body  of  foreigners  into  our  domi- 
nions in  America,  and  the  miraculous 
effects  of  American  paper-credit. 

Mr.  Burke  complimented  the  noble  lord 
on  his  talents  for  ridicule,  his  political  wit- 
ticisms, and  his  ironical  strictures.  He  ob- 
served, that  his'  lordship  one  day  came 
down  to  the  House'  with  a  very  grave  se- 
rious argumentative  air^  and  told  the  coun- 
try gentlemen,  that  they  should  have  a 
revenue,  for  it  was  the  very  point  in  issue. 
The  next  he  changed  his  toncj  and  as 
gravely  affirmed,  that  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  intentions ;  for  it  was  the  supreme 
legislative  power  of  parliament  that  em- 
ployed all  husleeping  and  waking  thoughts ; 
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a  paltry  trifling  revenue  was  beneath  tbe 
dignity  and  wise  consideration  of  a  British 
parliament  Again,  the  dispute  only  re- 
lated to  the  destruction  of  the  tea  at  Bos- 
ton ;  neither  the  revenue  nor  supremacy 
made  any  part  of  the  controversy.  At 
the  beginnmg  of  the  session  not  a  single 
foreigner  was  intended  to  be  employed  ; 
now,,  nothing  was  to  be  effected  without 
the  aid  of  foreign  mercenaries;  but  if  ne- 
cessity should  compel  us  to  employ  fo- 
reigners, it  was  only  because  they  could 
be  procured  upon  cheaper  terms.  The 
tiecessity  is  arrived;  but  the  pretence  of 
cheapness  is  at  once  abandoned;  for  it 
turns  out,  tliat  for  every  1,000  foreigners 
we  have  taken  mto  our  service,  we  shall 
pay  as  much  as  for  1,500  natives.  ^  If 
his  lordship  was  charged  with  being 
^he  promoter  of  those  measures,  the  fact 
was  denied,  be  only  co-operated  with  the 
rest  of  the  King's  servants;  if  they  were 
attributed  to  any  other  set  of  men,  he  in- 
atantly  put  in  his  claim  to  the  whQle  merit. 
If  he  was  reproached  with  versatility  of 
aentiment,  or  contrfiriety  of  opinion,  he 
laughed  at  his  opponentS|  and  turned  the 
whole  into  a  mere  matter  of  ridicule.  So 
that,  on  the  whole,  supremacy  or  no  su- 
premacy, revenue  or  no  revenue,  fo- 
reigners or  natives,  cheapness  or  deamess, 
responsibility  or  no  responsibility,  his  lord- 
4ihip  seemed  to  regard  very  little,  the  whole 
was  made  to  end  in  a  joke;  promises,  rea- 
sons, and  argi|ments»  were  made  to  yield 
to  ministerial  pleasantry  and  good-humour ; 
the  House  was  made  merry,  a  laugh  was 
created,  and  the  mere  grumblers  were*  as 
they  daserved}  turned  into  ridicule  and 
contempt. 

Mr,  Stanhope  condemned  the  measures 
pursued  by  aaministration,  as  leading  to 
consequences  of  a  most  serious  and  alarm- 
ing nature.  The  means  proposed  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  were  not  less  excep- 
tionable than  the  policy  which  gave  birth 
to  them;  and  if  persisted  in,  must  not 
only  cause  the  entire  loss  of  America,  but 
si^jpct  us  to  burdens  we  should  never  be 
able  to  bear. 

Sir  George  SdvUe  entered  into  several 
comparative  computations,  relative  to  the 
tenns  of  the  present  treaties ;  and  shewed* 
that  it  was  never  kpown  since  the  present 
custoqn  of  hiring  mercenary  troops  pre- 
vailedy  that  so  disgraceful  or  dear  a  bar- 
gain had  beeii  made,  even  when  the  total 
disssolution  ii  the  established  form  of  go- 
vernment bad  been  threatened,  and  rebel- 
lions had  equated  m  the  very  bowels  of  the 
kingdom. 


Mr.  Ajgfy  observed,  that  in  the  begja- 
ing  of  the  session  opposition  objeoed, 
that  the  military  estimates  were  too  lev, 
and  not  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  abso- 
lute coercion,  yet  now  that  defect  wai  ai< 
tempted  to  be  remedied,  they  were  resdj 
to  oppose  the  increased  ezpenoe,  and  aeen- 
ed  resolved  to  find  fault  in  either  efoiL  ' 
He  said  he  should  not  be  surprised  to  bev  i 
them  fidd  fault  with  the  war  itself,  bat  he 
confessed  he  was  astonished  to  heu  thca . 
condemn  the  most  effiectoal  mode  of  ob-^ 
tainingthe  objects  for  Which  odritini 
set  on  foot,  that  of  compelling  Anena 
to  return  to  a  state  of  obedience.    Tk} 
might  indeed  controvert  the  justice  i 
the  war,  but  he  could  not  possibly  oos* 
ceive  how  they  could  mfiose  those  «bi 
were  already  convinced  ox  its  justice,  eM» 
trary  to  their  own  express  sentimeotSi^ 
el^r^  in  parliament.    Among  thereit|b 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  what  M 
fallen  from  colonel  Barr6,  who  had  cs» 
demnedthe  war  as  impolitic,  ruinoosisri 
unjust,  when   h^  recollected,  that  As 
very  eentleman  had  both  spoken  and  wlrf 
for  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  which  wai  ft» 
basis  of  the  present  civil  war. 

Cobnel  Barre  owned  the  chaige;  U 
he  contended,  it  proceeded  from  miofl^ 
mation;  for  the  minister  had  girmAl 
most  explicit  assurances  that  the  a^ 
chants  of  Boston  had  deaired  suchsBl; 
and  that  the  people  of  the  MaoMchoaih 
Bay  would,  as  soon  as  it  was  passed,  iar 
mediately  return  to  their  duty.  Ea^ 
rience,  however,  had' taught  him  wballl* 
gree  of  credit  any  official  or  ministefisllt 
formation  deserved. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull.  I  cannot,  Sve^V^ 
bear  to  express  my  astonishment  sod  cs» 
corn,  that  eariy  in  the  present  sesMf 
many  gentlemen  should  have  been  f^ 
vailed  upon,  by  any  consideraikiaiiW 
stand  forth  in  the  most  serious  and  solflsi 
manner,  to  approve  and  sanctify  tlMMiJ 
bitmry  measures  which  were  recoQunsaiP 
and  have  been  fetally  carried  into  execs' 
tion,  by  an  unrelenthig  adminiitiali^ 
who  have  dared  to  abuse  the  throoelr 
their  sanguipary  councils,  and  whose  vw 
conduct  has  proved  them  destitoie ' 
every  pinciple  of  justice,  humanit^ii* 
the  religion  of  their  country.  Their  i^ 
satiable  tUrst  for  Protestant  Uood  hs 
been  lonjs  evident;  and  it  cries  slsadls 
Heaven  tor  vengeance*  as  well  as  (k^ 
just  indignation  of  a  long  aboaed,  lasaM 
oppressed  people.  To  exult  in  ths^ 
stvuoMon  of  our  most  valuable  comneMal 
friends,  and  Protestant  feUow-subjectt;  ^ 
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iray  that  the  same  horrid  scenes  may  be 
epeated ;  tliat  war,  desolation ,  and  blood- 
hed  may  pervade  the  whole  continent  of  ^ 
America,  unless  it  shall  bow  its  devoted 
tead  to  popery*  to  poverty,  to  the  most 
bject  and  ignominious  slavery*  were  not 
\t^  fact  on  record,  would  be  thought  in- 
redible.  That  record,  Sir,  to  a  nation 
rofessing  a  regard  to  liberty,  and  the 
ights  of  humanity,  will  remain  an  eternal 
lonument  of  reproach. — Sir,  is  it  proba- 
te, that  the  exertions  of  ministerial  ty- 
limy  and  revenge  will  be  much  longer 
ermitted  ?  that  there  will  be  no  appeal  to 
:op  the  further  effusion  of  Protestant 
lood?  Or.  can  it  be  expected  that  the 
epple  of  this  country,  reducing  by  thou- 
mas  to  beggar v  and  want,  will  remain 
lie  spectators  till  the  sword  is  at  their 
reasts,  or  dragoons  at  their  doors?  God 
irbid!  I  am  not  insensible  how  much 
rofessions  of  patriotism  are  become  a 
ibject  of  ridicule.  To  the  astonishment 
r  the  world,  the  love  of  our  country  has 
een  ridiculed  within  these  wall94  And 
bt,  Sir,  this  shall  not  restrain  me.  While 
will  uniformly  withhold  the  offer  of  my 
fe  and  fortune  in  support  of  ministerial 
Bspotism,  whenever  an  occasion  may  call 
ir  it,  I  will  cheerfully  sacrifice  both  in  de- 
uce #f  the  liberties  of  the  people. — The 
ar  that  you  are  now  waging,  is  founded 
I  oppression,  and  its  end  wUl  be  distress 
id  disgrace.  Let  not  the  historian  be 
Uiged  to  say  that  the  Russian  and  the 
lerman  slave  was  hired  to  subdue  the  sons 
f  Eoglishmen  and  of  freedom ;  and  tiiat 
I  the  reign  of  a  prince  of  the  House  of 
runswick,  ev^ery  infamous  attempt  was 
lade  to  extinguish  that  spirit  which  , 
rought  his  ancestors  to  the  throne,  and 
i  spite  of  treachery  and  rebellion  seated 
tern  firmly  upon  it.  I  shall  not  now  trou- 
ie  the  House  any  further,  than  to  declare 
ty  abhorrence  of  all  the  measures  which 
ive  been  adopted  afi;ainst  America; 
leasurts  equally  inimical  to  the  principles 
f  commerce,  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
pD,  and  to  the  honor,  faith,  and  true  dig- 
>ty  of  the  British  nation. 
At  2  o'clock  the  question  being  put, 
le  House  divided. 

Tellers. 
rEAs  f?i!'^'«y  Cooper  .    .    O^^ 


iMr.  Lyttleton  -    -    -    -J 

I  Mf.  Seymour  -    -    -    -j    ^'^ 

So  H  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
[VOL.  XVIll.] 


March  4.  Lord  North  moved,  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  supply 
be  reported.  Tlie  first  Resolution  bemg 
read. 

Colonel  BarrS  pointed  out  several  ob- 
jectionable passages  in  the  Treaties.  He 
desired  to  know,  ih  the  first  instance,  as 
the  Treaty  provided  that  the  Hessian  offi- 
cers should  have  every  emolument  that 
natives  are  allowed,  and  to  be  put  on  a 
footing,  in  every  respect,  with  our  own 
tried  veterans,  whether  the  two-pences  in 
the  clothing  to  the  colonels,  was  meant 
to  be  included,  and  likewise  where  the 
clothing  was  to  be  procured,  whether  in 
Germany  or  in  Britain  f  He  was  very  jo- 
cular on  this  species  of  military  profit ;  and 
said,  he  did  not  doubt  but  this  sale  of 
human  blood  would  turn  out  as  advan- 
tageous to  the  woollen  manufactures  of 
Brunswick  and  Hesse,  in  the  clothing 
branch,  as  it  was  already  likely  to  become 
lucrative  to  their  respective  sovereigns. 
He  observed,  that  the  Treaty  might  pro- 
bably continue  in  force  for  four  years,  for 
it  was  difiicult  to  fix  the  period  on  many 
accounts,  which  he  forbore  now  to  men- 
tion ;  if  then,  by  any  acfcident  arising  from 
defeat,  pestilence,  or  the  danger  of  the 
seas,  the  Hessians  should  be  reduced  to 
8,00)0  men,  perhaps  to  half  their  number 
or  less,  in  such  a  possible,  nay  probable 
event,  he  should  be  glad  to  be  informed 
by  the  minister,  or  his  trusty  friend  the 
minister  of  the  war  department,  who  now 
and  then  steals  a  peep  into  the  cabinet^ 
though  he  is  never  permitted  within  the 
hallowed  door,  whether  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse,-  or  duke  of  Brunswick,  is  to  have 
the  full  pay,  as  if  their  respective  quotas 
continued  full  and  complete  ? 

Lord  Barrington  could  not  answer  that 
question  till  he  had  taken  timfe  to  consider. 
The  best  time  to  answer  it  will  be,  when 
such  a  reduction  actually  happens. 

Mr.  J,  Johnstone  said,  it  was  impossible 
to  deal  with  people  who  thus  played  at 
cross-purposes ;  and  though  a  young  mem-^ 
ber,  he  ventured  to  pronounce  it  to  be  the 
first  time  such  an  answer  was  given  in 

Parliament.  He  remarked,  it  was  no  bad 
eginning  i  the  noble  lord  used  to  be 
pretty  liberal  of  his  promises;  but  so 
many  of  them  had  been  lately  either  fal- 
sified or  over«ruled,  his  lordship,  he  pre- 
sumed, was  determined,  in  future,  to  make 
only  such  as  he  was  certain  could  neither 
be  falsified  nor  contradicted ;  for  his  pro- 
mise, if  it  could  be  at  all  called  one,  was 
such,  that  let  the  event  be  what  it  mighty 
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he  could  not  pofisibly  be  charged  with  a 
breach  of  it. 

Lord  Clare  saiijl,  it  was  the  first  time  he 
ever  heard  a  minister  called  to  promise 
for  events  it  was  impossible  for  any  man 
to  foretelh  The  whole  force  now  sending  . 
to  America  might  be  cut  off*  or  it  might 
not  suffer  the  loss  of  a  single  man ;  but 
in  either  event  it  was  plain,  that  we  diould 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  for  more  men  than 
were  in  actual  service. 

Sir  J,  G.  Griffin  allowed  that  the  noble 
lord's  observation  was  very  just ;  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  we  were  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  recruiting,  and  be  obliged  t6 
pay  for  levies  that  were  not  complete ;  but 
yet  it  seemed  a  little  extraordinary,  that 
the  noble  lord  in  office  should  have  ex- 
pressed himself  so  cautiously  on  a  matter, 
which  if  it  had  not  been  mentioned,  did 
not,  in  his  opinion,  leave  the  least  founda- 
tion for  ambiguity  or  misrepresentation. 

Governor  Johnstone  was  severe  on  ad- 
ministration :  whether  we  had  a  double 
cabinet,  or  ha4  not,  he  would  not  pretend 
to  determine ;  but  he  was  certain  that  we 
had  a  double  administration,  or  the  same 
men  presented  two  faces,  according  as  it 
answered  their  present  convenience,  or 
suited  their  present  views.  One  minister 
(lord  Hillsborough)  assured  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  it  was  never  the  intention  or 
wish  of  this  country  to  tax  them.  The 
other  (lord  North)  had  the  other  night  in 
debate,  openly  declared,  that  America 
ought  and  should  submit  to  be  taxed  by 
the  British  parliament. 

General  Convmy  observed,  it  was  true 
enough  that  the  noble  lord  ( Hillsborough) 
had  broke  his  word  with  America ;  and  so 
had  administration,  us  approving  of  the 
circular  letter,  in  which  every  claim  to 
taxation  was  formally  renounced ;  but  for 
his  part,  it  appeared  to  him  from  the  very 
begmniog,  whatever  assurances  to  the 
contrary  might  have  been  held  out,  to  the 
.  present  moment,  that  what  the  country 
gentlemen  avow  to  be  their  motives  for 
prosecuting  the  war  against  America,  were 
likewise  the  ^reat  objects  administration 
had  in  view,  Admmistration  told  the 
country  gentlemen,  Support  us,  and  we 
will  ensure  you  a  revenue  from  America. 
The  country  gentlemen  are  now  giving 
that  support,  in  expectation  of  getting  a 
revenue,  of  which  perhaps  they  will  never 
see  a  shilling. 

Mr,  Fox  attacked  the  minister  on  his 
frequent  breach  of  promise,  ever  since  he 
fame  into,  office;  not  but  in  bis  opinion  he 


was  fiill  as  much  bound  by  a  promiie  wfan 
he  was  only  Chancellor  of  tne  Exdieqaer, 
as  since  he  became.first  lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  was  not  deserving  of  the  fint, 
if  he  could  retain  an  office  the  very  enenoa 
of  which  was  to  look  into  and  take  care  of 
the  public  finances  of  the  nation ;  sad  jet 
permit  a  letter  which  at  once  gave  op  sad 
surrendered  so  fundamental  a  right  or  the 
British  parliament,  as  the  right  of  taxatioD 
was  now  contended  to  be ;  for  either  he 
approved  of  the  letter  in  question  or  he 
diQ  not.  If  he  did,  how  can  he  nov  torn 
and  contradict  his  former  opinion,  iHn 
he  and  his  colleague's  approbation  of  dtat 
letter  is  perhaps  the  very  cause  of  the 
present  civil  war?  Or,  if  he  never  ip* 
proved  of  the  letter,  how  could  he,  cos- 
sistently  with  his  own  honour,  remaioisa 
situation  in  which  he  was  virtually  ptedgei 
for  a  true  and  faithful  performance  of  'U 
contents  ?  Why  not  resign,  sooner  tha 
give  his  concurrence  in  council  to  bci- 
sures  of  which  he  secretly  disapproved? 

Lord  North  denied  tliat  he  was  beini 
by  any  man's  promise  but  his  own.  itdii 
not  become  him  to  disclose  the  secrets  of 
his  office,  or  betray  the  confidence  thi 
had  been  reposed  in  him*  It  was  eooo^ 
for  him  now  to  declare,  that  he  nefci 
gave  either  promise  or  assurance,  aad  tli 
consequently,  he  had  not  broken  aoj. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to.  ite 
which  colonel  Barr6  moved,  **  Thtf  ■ 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Mno^) 
humbly  to  recommend,  that  he  wu  he 
graciously  pleased  to  use  his  endeswsi^ 
that  such  Foreign  Troops  as  are  nov,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  employed  in  his  sienioti 
be  clothed  with  the  mano&ctoiei  i 
Great  Britain."    Agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  ok  the  Dun 
OF  Richmond's  Motion  for  ak  As- 
dress    TO    countermand  the  MABft 

OF  THE  German  Troops,  and  rot  a 
Suspension  of  Hostilities  in  Aj» 
RiCA.1  March  5.  The  Duke  of  BidiMd 
moved  the  following  Address  to  hii  Mi^ 
jesty: 

**  Most  gracious  SovereigD, 
"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dotifbl  m 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  sod  tea- 
poral,  in  parliament  assembled,  homb^ 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Hsjetffi 
that  it  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  but 
seen  the  Treaties  which  your  Majestji  tf 
the  advice  of  your  ministers,  Has  Im(* 
pleased  to  enter  into  with  their  ur^ 
hiehnessea  the  duke  of  Bruoavickf 
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hndgraTe  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and  the  count 
of  Hanau,  and  which, your  Majesty  hat 
been  graciously  pleased  to  communicate 
to  this  House. 

<*  We  beff  leave  humbly  to  represent  to 
yourMajeiay  the  sense  we  entertain  of 
the  danger  and  disgrace  attending  this 
ioconsiderate  measure,  when  it  has  been 
judged  necessary,  in  the  first  exertions  of 
Great  Britain,  to  subjugate  her  coionies, 
to  hire  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries, 
IKknowledging  to  all  Europe  that  these 
Iciogdoms  are  unable,  either  from  want  of 
men,  or  from  disinclination  to  this  service, 
to  furnish  a  competent  number  of  natural- 
bom  subjects  to  make  the  first  campaign. 
And  it  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that 
the  drawing  off  the  national  troops  (though 
feeble  for  the  unhappy  purpose  on  which 
Cbej  are  employed)   will  yet  leave  these 
kingdoms  naked  and  exposed  to  the  as- 
sault and  invasion  of  powerful  neighbour- 
ing and  rival  nations. 

**  And  we  further  beg  leave  humbly  to 
submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  if  the  justice 
Bnd  equity  of  thi«i  unnatural  war  was  not 
questioned  by  so  large  a  part  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  yet  a  reconciliation  with 
like  colonies,  though  attended  with  some 
concessions,  .would  be  more  agreeable  to 
lound  policy,  than  to  intrust  the  prosecu- 
tion of  hostilities  to  foreigners  in  whom 
we  cannot  confide,  and  who,  when  they 
ire  at  so  great  a  distance  from  their  own 
M)untry,  and  suffering  under  the  dis- 
resses  of  a  war  wherem  they  have  no  in- 
erest  or  concern,  and  with  so  many  temp- 
ations  to  exchange  vassalage  for  freedom, 
rfll  be  more  likely  to  mutiny  or  desert, 
ban  to  unite  faithfully,  and  co-operate 
rith  your  Majesty's  natural-bom  subjects. 
**  We  ought  not  to  conceal  from  your 
f  ajesty  the  anxiety  we  feel  on  the  lati- 
sde  of  the. articles  in  the  several  treaties 
^hich  atipulate  the  power  in  yoitr  Ma- 
»ty,  of  employing  these  troops  in  any 
art  of  Europe.  Means  are  hereby  pro- 
Ided  for  introducing  a  foreign  army  even 
ito  this  realm,  and  we  cannot  so  far 
Dnfide  in  your  Majestyfs  ministers,  as  to 
ippose  thev  would  be  ver^  scrupulous  in 
Ivising  suen  a  measure,  smce  they  have 
ready  introduced  foreign  troops  into  two 
Pour  strongest  fortresses,  and  have  offered 
»  brinjg  4,000  more  foreigners  into  the 
inedom  of  Ireland,  without  the  consent 
F  the  British  parliament. 
**  That  we  have  moreover  just  reason 
»  apprehend,  that  when  the  colonies  come 
» ttuderatABd  that  Great  Britain  is  form- 


ing alliancea,  and  hiring  foreign  troops, 
for  their  destruction,  they  may  think  they 
are  well  justified,  by  the  example,  in  en- 
deavouring to  avdilthemselves  of  the  like 
assistance,  and  that  France,  Spain,  Prussia, 
or' other  powers  of  Europe,  may  conceive 
they  have  as  good  a  right^tis  Hesse,  Bruns- 
wick, and  Hanau,  to  interfere  in  our 
domestic  quarrels ;  and  if  the  flames  of  a 
war  from  these  proceedings  should  be 
kindled  in  Europe,  which  we  fear  is  too 
probable,  we  reflect,  with  horror,  upon 
the  condition  of  this  country,  under  cir- 
cumstances wherein  she  may  be  called 
upon  to  resist  the  formidable  attack  of 
powerful  enemies,  which  may  require  the 
exertion  of  her  whole  force,  at  a  time 
when  the  strength  and  flower  of  the  na- 
tion is  employed  in  fruitless  expeditions  on 
the  other  side  of  tlie  world. 

«'  That  the  Treaty,  by  stipulating  not 
only  to  cive  to  the  landgrave  of  Hesse, 
in  case  of  attack  or  disturbance  in  the  pos- 
session of  hfs  territories,  all  the  succour 
which  shall' be  in  your  Majesty's  power  to 
give,  but  likewise  to  continue  such  succour 
until  the  landgrave  shall  have  obtained 
entire  security,  and  a  just  indemnification, 
lays  this  kingdom  under  a  necessity  of 
taking  part  in  every  quarrel  upon  the 
continent  in  which  his  serene  highness 
may  happen  to  be  engaged,  and  that  with« 
out  any  equivalent  coosideration  to  make 
the  contract  reciprocal,  as  this  island  can 
expect  no  assistance  in  any  of  her  wars, 
firom  an  inconsiderable  sovereignty  in  the 
heart  of  Germany,  from  which  more 
troops  are  already  drawn  than  she  is  able 
to  replace  for  her  own  defence,  and  whose 
revenues  are  not  sufficient  to  maintain 
even  those  she  has  lent,  without  the  aid 
of  subsidy.  We  conceive,  therefore,  that 
this  engagement  of  Great  Britain  to  de- 
fend and  indemnify,  must  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  price  she  is  to  pay  for  the 
hire  of  these  troops.  If  this  article  of 
charges  (which  cannot  be  estimated^  be 
added  to  the  enormous  expences  of  levy 
money,  charges  of  making  good  the  losses 
of  the  several  corps,  ordinary  and  extra- 
•ordinary  subsidies,  and  theit  continuation 
after  the  troops  are  returned  to  their  re- 
spective countries,  and  can  be  of  no  use 
to  Great  Britain,  we  may  say,  with  truth, 
that  Great  Britain  never  before  entered 
into  a  treaty  so  expensive,  so  unequal,  so 
dishonourable,  and  so  dangerous  in  its 
consequences. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  implore  your 
Majesty  to  give   immediate   orders  for 
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'^topping  the  march  of  the  Hessian,  Brans- 1  Hesse,  beginning  with  that  made  in  1702, 
wick,  and  Hanau  troops,  and  for  a  suspen-    and  ending  with  those  several  explana- 
tions and  modifications  of  that  made  tt 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  aad 
down  so  late  as  1761,  when  his  sereae 
highness  was  indemnified  for  the  loses 
sustained    in  his  landgraviate,  by  tkt 
country  being  firequenUj  made  oy  the 
enemy  the  seat  of  war*    In  this  historiod 
detail  -  his  grace  shewed,  that  the  sacoes- 
sive  landgraves,  from  time  to  time,  row 
in  their  demands,  and  still  as  they  cob* 
tinned  to  extort  better  terms,  thejr  nercr 
failed  to  establish  the  former  extortion  as  i 
precedent  for  the  basis  of  the  succeeding 
treaty,  always  taking  care  to  make  lone 
new  demand  on  this  country.    Tlus  he 
insisted  was  the  case  of  the  present.   The 
preceding  treaty  to  a  subsidy  added  iti 
continuance  to  a  certain  period.    Tbeoae 
now  under  consideration  doubled  the  nb- 
sidy.    His  grace  then  entered  into  aefcnl 
computations  on  the  different  heads  of  psj, 
levy  money,  subsidy,  victualling  and  tnio- 
port  service  for  the  troops,  which  he  if* 
firmed  would  amount  to  1,169,000^  and 
that  this,  with  transport  service  for  the 
victuallers,  would  make  1,230,000^  and  if 
the  other  artides  under  the  head  of  ooa* 
tingencies,  &c.  were  included,  the  expeace 
of  which  could  not  be  now  ascertained,  he 
had  little  doubt  that  the  whole  woald  be 
full  one  miUion  and  a  half.     He  cooteaded 
that  this  was  a  nu>st  enormous  sum  for  the 
assistance  of  only  17»S00  men.     Thoe 
matters,  however  serious  in  the  preieit 
miserable  state  of  our  finances,  were  net 
what  pressed  so  forcibly  on  his  mind.  It 
was  the  tenor  of  the  treaties,  the  ambifooai 
terms  they  were  worded  in  some  pttcc^ 
the  dangerous  precedents  they  establidied 
or  glided  in,  that  prindpalljr  gave  rue  te 
his  fears.    He  observed,  with  grief  aad 
jealousy,  that  an  over-ruling  influencehid 
for  some  years  pervaded  our  coondb; 
that  this  mfluence  had  been  exerdeedia 
effecting  measures  of  a  most  dangow* 
and  dark  complexion ;  that  it  sometieMi 
made  its  approaches  by  stealth,  at  other 
times  rendered  itself  visible  in  open  daji 
and  proceeded  to  acts  of  violence.   Haaa* 
verians  had  been  brou^t  into  the  dosa- 
nions  of  the  British  crown,  without  ooih 
sent  of  parliament.    An  attempt  was  oode 
to  introduce  a  body  of  foreignera  into  ]» 
land,  which  miscarried.    He  undentoed 
that  the  same  attempt  would  be  repeated 
though  he  did  not  pretend  to  authaitieiia 
ic  as  a  matter  of  fact.    And  if  any  dod* 
remained,   the   present  treaties  afiudei 


sion  of  hostilities  in*  America,  in  order  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  speedy  and  perma- 
nent reconciliation  between  the  great  con- 
tending parts  of  this  distracted  empire." 

The  Address  being  read, 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  again  rose,  and 
apologised  for  the  trouble  he  was  going  to 
give  their  lordships.    He  expressed  a  con- 
sciousness of  his  own  inability,  and  a  wish 
that  others  more  equal  to  the  task,  had 
stood  forward  at  this  tremendous  crisis ;  a 
crisis  which  he  feared  would  decide  the 
fate  of  this  great  empire  for  ever.    He 
lamented  the  absence  of  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  and  the  earl  of  Chatham. 
The  latter,  when  this  nation  -was  on  the 
brink  of  destruction,  rescued  it  from  im- 
pending ruin ;  and  not  resting  there,  gave 
a  lustre  to  our  arms,  and  an  efficacy  and  * 
steadiness  to  our  councils,  never  before 
known  in  the  annals  of  this  country.    The 
other  of  them,  a  noble  marquis  (of  Rock- 
ingham) who  in  a  season  of  public  dis- 
traction presided  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tional councils,  with  honour  to  himself, 
and  satisfaction  to  the  nation  ;  and,  though 
his  administration  was  but  of  short  con- 
tinuance, had  the  good  fortune  to  quit  his 
station  with  a   consciousness   of  having 
healed   those    unhappy  disputes,    which 
threatened   the   empire    with    the   most 
serious  and  alarming  consequences ;   but 
which  have  since  broke  out  with  redoubled 
malignity.    He  was  aware,  how  much  he 
should  feel  the  absence  of  the  twq  noble 
lords,  in  prosecuting  the  business  of  this 
day  ;  but  however  unequal  to  the  attempt 
himself,  he  deemed  it  a  part  of  his  duty, 
and  he  should,  in  discharge  of  that  duty, 
abandon    every    collateral    consideration 
whatever  ;  and  do  what  he  could,  instead 
of  effecting  what  he  might  wish. 

The  justice  of  the  American  war,  the 
righta  of  the  mother  country,  and  the 
claims  of  America,  had  been  bo  firequently 
and  so  amply  discussed,  that  he  should 
avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  every  fact  and 
argument  that  could  possibly  tend  to  in- 
troduce those  subjects  into  the  present 
debate.  He  should  endeavour  to  confine 
himself  to  the  terms  of  his  motion  respect* 
ing  the  treaties,  and  only  advert  to  such 
parts  of  the  conduct  of  administration,  and 
^he  means  hitherto  adopted  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  as  directly  applied  to 
them.  The  first  ground  he  took  was, 
living  a  short  history  of  the  several  trea- 
ties entered  into  with  the  landgrave  of 
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ample  matter  for  serious  alarm.    In  the 
first  place  he  obserred,    that  they  were 
formed  on  no  soand  principle  o^  alliance 
or  reciprocal  support.    It  is  true,  they 
were  said  to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  mu- 
tual succour  and  support,  but  those  ex- 
pressions imported  nothing;    they  were 
mere  words  of  course.    It  was  a  down- 
right mercenary  bargain,  for  the  taking 
into  pay  a  certain  number  of  Jiirelings, 
irho  were  bought  and  sold  like  so  many 
beasts  for  slaughter.    There  was  no  com- 
Doo  jnterest  which  mutually  bound  the 
[mrties ;  and  if  there  was,  the  conduct  of 
the  foreign  princes  was  the  most  extraor- 
linary  that  was  erer  known.    They  were 
^  be  subsidized.    They  were  to  have  levy 
Doner.    They  were  to  have   a  double 
ubsidy.    Their  corps  were  to   be  kept 
If  complete.      They   were   to   be  paid 
ill  the  troops  returned  to  their  respec- 
ive  countries;    and  the  subsidies   were 
0  be  continued  according  to  the  tenor  of 
he  respective  treaties,  one  or  two  years 
ifter  the  troops  ceased  to  be  of  any  service 
0  us.    But  taking  it  on  the  other  ground, 
hat  the  treaties  were  ftrmed  on  the  true 
■sis  of  alliance,  what  would  be  the  con- 
equence  i  That  if  any  of  those  powers 
rere  attacked,  or  should  wantonly  provoke 
D  attack,  for  the  engagement  was  led 
eneral  atid  unconditional,  we  should  sive 
^  all  the  suecour  io  our  power.    Thus, 
vt  the  assistance  of  a  few  thousand  foreign 
lercenaries,  we  are 'not  onlv  to  pay  dou- 
le,  but  are  to  enter  into  a  solemn  engaee- 
lent  to  exert  our  whole  force  to  give 
lem  all  the  succour  in  our  power,  if  the 
ndgrave  or  duke  shall  be  attacked  or 
Bturbed  in  the  possession  of  his  domi- 
ions. ,  His  grace  begged  next  to  recall 
)  the  memory  of  their  lordships,  the  Ian- 
nage  held  by  the  friends  (^  the  present 
leasures  towards  the  close  of  the  late  war. 
\e  said  a  very  ingenious  gentleman  f  Mr. 
[auduit)  at  that  period  wrote  a  pampnlet, 
ititled,  '<  Consiaerations  on  the  German 
^ar,''  in  which  he  introduced  several  com- 
itations  of  the  cost  of  every  French  scalp 
•  this  nation;  and  made  it  amount  to 
}flOQl.  per  head.    He  therefore  recom- 
ended  to  the  noble  lords,  who  tlien  ap- 
oved  of  that  gentleman's  estimate,  to 
nstder  what  an  American  scalp  would 
ist,  when  17,000  foreigners  would  stand 
\  in  at  the  rate  of  one  million  and  a  half 
^r  annum.     He  observed  he  had  many 
Me  lords  in  his  eye,  who  professed  them- 
Ives  of  that  opinion.    One  noble  lord, 
>w  absent,  (lord  Bute)  made  use  of  the 


very  Arguments  here  adverted  to,  in  debate. 
And  a  noble  duke  (of  .Bedford)  now  de« 
ceased,  maintained  the  same  opinions.  He 
remembered  a  little  after,  when  we  were 
victorious  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
when  all  we  wanted  was  money,  and  all 
we  had  to  contend  with  was  climate,  to 
prevent  us  from  possessing  ourselves  of 
the  whole  of  Spanish  America,  the  same 
two  noble  lords,  and  their  friends,  justified 
the  peace  on  no  other  ground  but  our  in- 
ability to  raise  new  taxes.  They  allowed 
that  conquest  was  certain,  but  that  the 
national  debt  was  enormous.'  Where, 
then,  was  the  material  change  of  circum- 
stances, after  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
campaign,  when  the  debt,  which  was  after 
a  13  years  peace,  not  reduced  above  seven 
millions,  where  the  conquest  was  not  cer- 
tain, and  where  if  it  were,  it  would  be  a 
conquest  over  our  own  subjects,  operat- 
ing to  our  own  ruin,  unaccompanied  by 
either  fame,  or  advantage  ?  Would  not  we 
then,  as  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  be  in 
a  situation,  when  even  to  prosecute  cer- 
tain conauest  would  be  the  height  of  folly 
and  political  frenzy? 

His  grace  remarked  on  the  danger  of 
keeping  a  body  of  12,000  foreigners  toge- 
^ther,  under  the  absolute  command  of  one 
of  their  own  generals;  of  the  possibility, 
though  he  should  consent  to  serve  under 
a  junior  officer,  of  his  arriving  to  the  su- 
preme command ;  and  of  the  confusion 
which  might  be  created  by  a  difference  on 
this  head,  between  the  foreiffn  general  and 
the  commander  in  chief.  He  laid  great 
stress  on  that  passage  in  the  Hessian 
treaty,  in  which  it  is  provided,  article  9th, 
**  that  his  Majesty  shall  make  use  of  this 
body  of  troops  by  land  in  Europe  wher- 
ever he  shall  judge  proper." '  He  said  he 
codd  not  see  what  operations  they  could 
be  employed  in,  unless  it  were  in  this 
country,  in  case  of  a  rebellion,  which  none 
foresaw  but  the  advisers  of  the  present 
measures.  The  foreign  troops  were  to 
be  double  officered,  which  was  another 
weighty  and  useless  expence ;  so  that  out 
of  the  whole  number,  upwards  of  3,000 
men  were  not  to  be  rank  and  file,  contrary 
to  every  rule  of  war,  which,  in  a  given 
number  of  men,  endeavours  to  render  the 
rank  and  file  as  numerous  as  the  nature  of 
the  service  wHl  possibly  allow ;  because  it 
is  on  them  that  the  weight  of  attack  or  de- 
fence generally  rests. 

His  grace  made  some  observations  on 

the  supercessipn  of  the  several  Qfficers  in 

I  the  naval  and  military  departments^  in 
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which  he  mamtained,  that  nothing  like  it 
had  ever  happened  in  the  British  servicey 
without  complaint  or  enquiry.  Greatfaulif 
had  been  found  with  general  Gage  and 
admiral  Graves ;  the  miscarriages  which 
happened  were  imputed  to  their  want  of 
conduct ;  yet  no  charge  is  made  against 
them,  but  they  are  recalled*  To  keep  up 
the  iarce,  the  former  is  received  coolly, 
but  in  a  few  days  after  a  new  commission 
is  made  out,  appointing  him  commander 
in  chief;  and  in  a  few  days  again,  without 
any  cause  even  pretended,  he  is  super- 
seded, and  general  Howe  appointed  in  his 
room.  Yet  that  is  not  the  best  of  it ;  ad- 
miral Shuldham  is  appointed  to  succeed 
admiral  Graves ;  but  before  he  could  take 
possession  of  this  command  he  is  super- 
aeded,  and  lord  Howe  appointed  in  his 
room.  Such  an  extraordinary  conduct 
wa^  surely  never  known ;  but  perhaps  the 
superseded  admiral  might  think  himself 
easy  under  this  indignity,  if  what  was.re- 
ported  was  true,  that  he  was  to  be  created 
an  Irish  peer.  For  the  honour,  however, 
of  the  noble,  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, he  hoped  his  lordship  would  explain 
this  last  official  riddle ;  and  with  his  usual 
candour,  inform  the  Hbuse,  whether  those 
arrangements  originated  from  him,  or  whe- 
ther he  was  really  over- ruled  in  the  cabi- 
net. This  changing,  appointing  and  su- 
perseding, besides  the  instability  it  de- 
noted, presented  another  matter  well 
worthy  their  lordships*  consideration.  It 
shewed  that  the  service  was  disagreeable 
on  one  hand,  or  that  the  superior  officers 
were  passed  by;and  neglected  on  the  other. 
He  said,  there  were  some  officers  of  long 
service  and  tried  abilities  present,  as  well 
as  several  others  of  high  rank  in  the  army. 
He  would  be  ^lad  to  know  from  them,  what 
were  the  motrves  that  induced  administra- 
lion  to  pass  by  the  senior  officers,  and  de- 
volve the  command  upon  a  very  young 
major  general.  He  knew  that  it  must  pro- 
ceed either  from  an  aversion  to  the  ser- 
yice  in  them,  or  a  total  want  of  respect  to 
their  persons  from  those  in  power. 

Much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  jus- 
tice and  popularity  of  the  present  mea- 
sures ;  he  should  not  debate  that  subject 
now.  It  was  said  that  the  independent 
part  of  the  nation  were  for  them ;  but  he 
questioned  the  assertion  strongly  in  the 
extent  it  was  contended ;  for  in  the  other 
House,  he  was  informed,  that  the  trea- 
surer of  the  nqvy  (sir  Gilbert  Elliot)  and 
the  paymaster  of  the  forces,  (Mr.  Rigby) 
the  one  deriving  his  support  and  conse- 
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ouence  from  the  cabinet,  and  the  other 
irom  his  party,  and  both  deeply  interatcd 
in  measures,  which,  if  pursued,  mot 
shortly  be  the  means  of  procuring  for  then 
princely  fortunes,  were  those  who  cbiiiAy 
supported  coercive  measures.  Thoae  gen- 
tlemen and  their  connections,  with  the 
whole  race  of  money-jobbers,  oootraetoiii 
&c  he  J[>elieyed,  formed  no  small  put  of 
the  *  independent'  majorities  whidi  had 
been  so  loudly  echoed  both  within  ind 
without  doors,  as  precipitating  this  cooi- 
try  into  a  cruel,  expensive,  and  uoDatsni 
civil  war. 

He  observed,  that  the  war,  if  carried 
on,  would  not  only  be  a  war  of  het? y  ei- 
pence  and  long  continuance,  bpt  wooU 
be  attended  with  circumstances  of  craekj, 
civil  rage,  and  devastaiion  hitherto  n- 
precedented  in  the  annals  of  maskiML 
We  were  not  only  to  rob  the  Americni 
of  their  property,  and  make  them  ilna 
to  fight  our  battles,  bat  we  made  war « 
them  in  a  manner  which  would  shock  the 
most  barbarous  nations,  by  firing  their 
towns,  and  turning  out  the  wretched  ii* 
habitants  to  perish  in  cold,  want,  and 
nakedness.  Even  stiU  more,  tbisbarhaic 
rage  was  not  only  directed  sgsiDit  m 
enemies,  but  our  most  seaioos  Irieak 
This  he  instanced  in  the  late  confisgntiM 
of  the  loyal  town  of  Norfolk,  in  M'ttpk 
as  administration  had  so  frequently  ciU 
it,  which  was  reduced  to  ashes  by  tk 
wanton  act  of  one  of  our  naval  comaH' 
ders.  Such  an  act  was  no  less  iscoofiM 
with  every  sentiment  of  httinaDity,tki 
contrary  to  every  rule  of  good  policy.  It 
would  turn  the  whole  continent  into  Ai 
most  implacable  enemies.  It  wooU  » 
cense  our  friends,  and  render  oar  eoeaia 
at  once  fierce,  desperate,  cruel,  aod » 
relenting.  It  disgraced  our  arms ;  it  vmU 
render  us  despised  and  abhorred,  and  i^ 
main  an  indelible  blot  on  the  dignity*' 
honour  of  the  English  nation. 

His  grace  stated  some  passages  in  At 
treaties,  and  commented  on  them  lOf 
fully,  where  such  passages  explained  w^ 
ters  which  might  be  producti?e  of  d^ 
agreements  between  the  foreign  imI  fl^ 
tive  troops,  and  stated  the  omisaoosM 
had  been  purposely  or  ignorantly  mh 
particularly  in  regard  to  a  cartel  fir  tte 
exchange  of  prisoners.  He  said  thatai^ 
ter  had  been  totally  passed  over  in  alcfltf; 
and  if  any  punisbments  should  be  i^ 
flicted  on  those  who,  by  the  Isngoag^" 
imrliament,  were  called  rebels^  ?jS 
queaces  might  be  dreadfuL   He  doded 
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to  the  case  of  Bthan  Allen,  who  being 
found  in  arms,  was  brought  home  prisoner, 
yet  administration  dared  not  bring  him  to 
a  trial,  even  under  their  favourite  Act  of 
Henry  B,  either  because  they  knew  that 
he  could  not  be  legally  tried,  or  feared  an 
£nglish  jury  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  find  him  guilty.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  present  treaties  were  extremely  de- 
fective in  that  point ;  and  if  administration 
irere  not  obstinately  determined  to  act 
irroog  in  every  particular,  they  would  en- 
ieavour  to  provide  against  the  numerous 
inconveniencies  which  must  arise  from  a 
irant  of  acariel. 

He  concluded,  bjc  informing  their  lord- 
ihips,  that  what  he  was  now  going  to  state 
night,  be  deemed  (improper,  as  exposing 
mr  national  weakness ;  out  if  it  was  es- 
lentially  necessary,  he  presumed  that  ob- 
ection  would  be  removed ;  and  if  the  ob- 
ection  could  be  removed  on  the  ground, 
hat  France  was  perfectly  acquainted  with 
he  present  state  and  condition  of  the  na- 
ional  force  now  within  the  kingdom,  that 
rould  be  another  good  reason,  that  no- 
hing  respecting  our  means  of  defence 
hoiud  be  concealed.  He  then  said,  that 
he  whole  of  our  military  force,  now  with- 
n  this  kingdom,  consisted  of  the  foot- 
;aards,  composed  of  sixty-four  companies, 
mounting  to  2,500  men,  1,000  of  which 
rere  destined  for  America;  three  regi- 
lents  of  horse  and  body  guards,  of  about 
,500;  four  battalions  returned  from 
Lmerica,  with  officers  only,  at  about  100 
ach ;  ten  regiments  of  dragoons,  of  200 
len  each ;  and  three  complete  battalions, 
f  infantry,  the  whole  amounting,  allowing 
tf  the  1,000  men  draughted  from  the 
iiards,  to  about  7,000  men.  Supposing, 
len,  that  3,000  of  those  were  put  into  the 
irrisons  of  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  and 
hatham,.  the  remainder  fit  to  take  the 
eld,  afler  a  sufficient  number  was  left  to 
sard  London,  allowing  1,000  for  each 
lace,  would  not  be  above  3,000 ;  which, 
B  contended,  would  be  totally  inadequate 
)  any  military  operation,  should  France 
id  Spain  thmk  proper  to  take  an  ad- 
uitage  of  our  defenceless  state.  He  said, 
deed,  that  a  militia  was  to  be  raised,  in 
der  to  supply  this  deficiency :  but  how- 
rer  constitutional  that  mode  of  national 
sfence  might  be,  he  insisted  that  it  would 
iver  answer  any  purpose  of  repelling  a 
vwerful  enemy,  while  it  continued  to  be 
I  disgracefully  conducted  as  it  was  at 
esent,  when  unqualified  officers  were  ad- 
itted  on  one  band,  and  substitutes  on 
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the  other.  Besides,  though  the  militia 
had  been  officered  and  manned  much  bet- 
ter, it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
could  face  a  veteran  army,  superior  in 
numbers  and  discipline.  And  as  for  the 
invalids,  every  man  among  them  almost, 
fit  for  real  service,  had  been  already 
draughted ;  so  that  on  the  whole,  the  pic- 
ture which  such  a  scene  of  internal  weak- 
ness, joined  with  a  few  ships  not  half 
manned,  presented,  was  most  dreadfuF. 
It  was  however  necessary  to  bring  it  for- 
ward, to  see  if  any  thing  could  stimulate 
our  governors  to  provide  for  our  national 
safety,  and  prevent  us  from  Mling  a  prey 
to  our  dangerous  and  ambitious  neigh- 
bours. 

The  Earl  of  SuffbiL  I  cannot  say,  my 
lords^  that  the  noble  duke  who  made  the 
motion,  has  stated  one  solid  objection  to 
the  present  treaties,  or  pointed  out  a  sin- 
gle mstance  in  which  our  former  treaties 
have  been  materially  departed  from.  His 
grace  has  taken  great  pains  to  swell  the 
account  by  several  items,  which  do  not 
properly  belong  to  it ;  but  if  they  did,  they 
would  not  prove  a  tittle  relative  to  the 
comparative  deamess  or  cheapness  of  the 
terms  on  which  the  troops  have  been  pro- 
cured. The  tenor  of  the  treaties  them- 
selves are  no  other  than  what  has  be&n 
usual  on  former  occasions.  The  present, 
it  is  true,  is  filled  with  pompous,  high- 
sounding  phrases  of  alliance  :  but  I  will 
be  so  ingenuous  as  to  confess  to  the  noble 
duke,  that  I  consider  them  merely  in  that 
light;  and  if  he  will,  I  allow, 'that  the  true 
objects  of  those  treaties,  is  not  so  much  to 
create  an  alliance,  as  to  hire  a  body  of 
troops,  which  the  present  rebellion  in 
America  has  rendered  necessary :  1  will 
likewise  give  this  general  answer  to  his 
grace,  relative  to  the  comparative  expence, 
that  should  the  war  be  terminated  m  one 
year,  the  bargain  will  be  manifestly  ad-, 
vantageous,  because  we  shall  pay  but  one 
year's  double  subsidy,  which  is  equal  to 
two  years  single  subsidy.  If  the  war  should 
continue  two  years,  in  that  event  we  shall 
neither  gain  nor  lose,  because  two  years 
double  subsidy  will  be  e^ual  to  foui*  years 
single,  the  usual  term  stipulated  in  former 
treaties ;  and  if  the  war  should  continue 
longer,  I  confess  that  the  terms  would,  in 
that  event,  be  disadvantageous.  But,  my 
lords,  though  the  terms  were  really  as  dis- 
advantageous as  the  noble  duke  has  en- 
deavoured to  represent  them,  if  we  wanted 
the  troops,  we  should  have  been  obliged 
to  acquiesce.     The  proper  question  is^ 


1199]       15  GEORGE  IIL 


Debate  on  a  Matiam  to  ammtenuad 


liVbeUiej[  we  do  want  them  I  1  mast  de- 
clare for  one,  that  I-  think  we  do ;  and  as 
socby  am  happy  that  we  were  aUe  to  pro- 
cure them  on  such  beneficial  terms.  Be- 
sidesy  the  noble  duke  seems  to  forget,  that 
even  on  his  own  principles  foreigners  are 
much  more  proper  to  be  employed  in  this 
war  than  natires ;  for  if  the  war  be  just, 
of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  and  that  troops 
must  be  employed,  and  that  foreigners  can 
be  more  easily  had  than  natives,  the  mea- 
sure will  follow  of  necessity,  and  can  be 
£urly  justified  on  that  ground.  The  noble 
duke,  alluding  to  a  passage  in  the  Hessian 
treaty,  says,  that  the  troops  being  under 
the  command  of  a  senior  officer,  the  su- 
preme command  of  the  wbcde  army  will 
naturally  devolve  on  him,  when  the  British 
commander  in  chief  happens  to  be  a  junior 
officer.  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  from 
my  own  knowledge ;  but  I  would  appeal 
to  any  noble  lord  in  this  House,  acquainted 
with  military  matters,  whether  the  com- 
mission given  a  commander  in  chief,  does 
not  supersede  any  other ;  and  whether  of 
course  a  youiig  major-general,  acting  in 
that  character,  will  not  thereby  have  an 
absolute  and  supreme  command  over  every 
officer  in  that  service,  be  his  rank  what  it 
may.'  The  noble  duke  says,  we  brought 
over  Ethan  Allen  in  irons  to  this  country* 
but  were  afraid  to  try  him,  lest  he  should 
be  acquitted  by  an  English  jury,  or  that 
we  should  not  be  able  legally  to  convict 
him.  I  do  assure  his  grace,  that  he  is 
equallv  mistaken  in  both  his  conjectures ; 
we  neither  had  a  doubt  but  we  should  be 
able  legally  to  convict  him,  nor  were  we 
afraid  that  an  English  jury  would  have 
acquitted  him ;  nor  further,  was  it  out  of 
any  tenderness  to  the  man,  who  I  main- 
tain had  justly  forfeited  his  life  to  the 
offended  laws  of  his  country.  But  I  will 
tell  his  grace  the  true  motives  which  in- 
duced administration  to  act  as  they  did. 
We  were  aware  that  the  rebels  had  lately 
made  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners, 
and  we  accordingly  avoided  bringing  him 
to  his  trial  from  considerations  of  pru- 
dence ;  from  a  dread  of  the  consequences 
of  retaliation;  not  from  a  doubt  of  his 
legal  guilt,  or  a  fear  of  his  acquittal  by  an 
English  jury* 

The  Earl  of  Coventry^  I  do  not  rise  to 
speak  to  the  present  treaties,  further  than 
tney  relate  to  the  measures  now  pursuing 
relative  to  America,  which  I  shall  ever 
continue  to  think  impolitic.  Not  that  I 
think  the  wisest  or  best  concerted  mea- 
sures ever  planned,  can  avert  the  destruc- 
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tion  wbidi,  Irooi  the  nature  of  the  is- 
creasing  power,  wealth,  and  popalstioB  of 
the  colonies,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ineritsble. 
It  is  in  the  body  politic  as  in  the  nstuial 
body,  the  seeds  of  dissolution  are  cos- 
tained  in  the  vital  principles  of  bodi. 
Sooner  or  later  the  event  must  happen ; 
and  the  greatest  stretch  that  hoaisa  wii- 
dom  can  efl^,  is  no  more  than  to  pro- 
long the  duration  of  one,  as  the  grestcit 
care  and  attention,  jomed  with  the  hot 
native  constitution,  may  do  to  proloog  tbe 
other.  If  you  look  on  the  map  oi  tiie 
globe,  and  view  Great  Britain  and  Noitb- 
America,  and  compare  the  extent  of  botk; 
if  you  consider  the  soil,  the  harbovii 
rivers,  climate,  and  increasing  popditiaB 
of  the  latter,  nothing  but  the  most  ohb* 
nate  blindness  and  partiality  can  preraBoi 
any  man  to  entertain  a  serious  opmion  tisl 
such  a  country  will  long  contiooe  ooder 
subjection  to  this.  The  qoestioo  is  na^ 
therefore,  how  we  shall  be  able  to  ledbt 
such  a  delusive  scheme  of  dominioo,  IMI 
how  we  shall  make  it  their  interest  to  cos* 
tinue  faithful  allies  and  warm  frieBk 
Surely  that  can  never  be  effected  by  fleeli 
and  armies.  On  the  contrary,  ioiteadtf 
meditating  conquest,  and  exhausting  ov 
strength  in  an  ineffectual  strusgie,  «t 
should  vote  a  thanksgiving,  ana  iriRif 
abandoning  all  wild  schemes  of  cooaif 
that  country,  we  should  leave  America  li 
itself,  and  wish  to  avail  ourselves  d^ 
only  substantial  benefit  we  can  ererei- 
pect  to  derive  from  it,  the  profits  of  ■ 
extensive  commerce,  and  the  strong  s^ 
port  of  a  firm  and  friendly  aHianoe  m 
mutual  defence  and  assistance. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle.  I  trust  I  shill  ob' 
tain  credit  when  1  assure  your  lordshf^ 
that  no  consideration  should  induce  me  ti 
give  a  n^ative  to  the  motion,  if  I  had  li 
been  per^tly  satisfied  of  the  neceiat^v 
the  measures  carrying  on  against  Amem 
It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  mere  qoeM 
of  party,  but  involves  in  it  the  ruio  or  ol* 
vation  of  this  country.  If  we  should  a» 
cede,  so  as  to  relinquish  every  substiniia 
benefit  which  we  might  derive  fi'om  ^ 
political  sovereignty  and  commercial  C0» 
troul  over  our  colonies,  what  wQI  be  tht 
probable  conseouence,  but  that  this  €(» 
try,  deprived  oi  the  advantages  of  an  ia^ 
mense  coaunerce,  wiU  gradually  sink  10 
obscurity  and  insignificance,  and  faOit 
length  a  prey  to  the  first  powerful  or  afr 
bitious  state,  which  may  medicate  s  c<^ 
quest  of  this  island  ?  If  we  consider  tka 
present  condition  of  several  of  the  pftt 
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covers  of  Europe';  if  we  reflect  on  their 
itreDgth  aod  immense  resourceir;  if  view- 
D^  the  map  we '  tee  the  figure  Great- 
Britain  cuts  in  respect  of  extent  of  terri- 
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orv ;  if  we  collect  the  whole  into  one  focus, 
ind  connect  the  ideas  of  their  strength, 
tnd  our  own  native  imbecility,  should 
America  be  torn  from  us,  the  prospect  is 
adeed  dreadful !  It  is  therefore,  in  my 
jpinion,  a  measure,  not  only  necessary  to 
he  vindication  -of  our  honour,  but  even  es- 
eatial  to  our  very  existence  as  a  people, 
t  calls  on  us  to  strain  every  nerve,  to 
iring  America  back « to  her  duty,  and  to 
ecure  to  us  her  subordinate  dependence. 

have  not  a  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  co- 
reive  measures  in  the  present  disposition 
f  America ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
lumber  of  hands  required  to  carry  on  our 
iSDufactures,  the  little  use  of  new  levies, 
nd  the  desire  every  friend  to  his' country 
ugbt  to  have  to  put  a  speedy  determi- 
istioQ  to  the  present  unhappy  troubles, 
veate  an  evident  necessity  for  the  em- 
loy^ment  of  foreigners,  in  preference  to 
Ative  troops. 

His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  My 
irds,!  shall  not  enter  into  the  whole  field  of 
ke  American  debate,  which  has  been  soably 
iscussed  by  your  lordships :  but  as  I  have 
(Mostantly  opposed  these  oppressive  mea- 
Dies,  I  heartily  concur  witn  the  motion 
lade  by  the  noble  duke,  because  it  is  full 
f  respect  and  duty  to  the  crown ;  strongly 
eprobating  the  misconduct  of  ministers, 
Da  laying  the  basis  for  a  happy  reconcilia- 
ioo  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
\tL  My  lords,  I  lament  to  see  Bruns- 
idcers,  who  once,  to.  their  great  honour, 
nnre  employed  in  the  detence  of  the 
berties  of  the  subject,  now  sent  to  subju- 
Ste  hb  constitutional  liberties  in  another 
art  of  this  vast  empire. 

The  Duke  of  Chandos.  The  noble  duke 
'ho  made  the  motion,  has  charged  the 
ipporteis  of  the  measures  respecting 
Lmerica  with  favouring  designs  subversive 
fthe  liberties  of  their  country.  I  do  as- 
tre  his  grace,  if  I  thought  the  measures 
fed  any  such  tendency,  neither  his  grace, 
or  any  noble  lord,  would  be  further  than 

from  affording  them  the  least  counte- 
ince.  It  is  because  I  am  satisfied,  that 
^ose  measures  are  necessary  and  constitu- 
ional,  that  I  have  uniformly  given  them 
)y  sanction ;  and  I  will  add,  that  I  am 
o  less  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the 
ttasures,  than  of  the  high  integrity  and 
hilities  of  those  who  have  advised  them, 
^ke; noble  duke  has  thrown  out  ill-founded 
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insinuations  against  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia.  As  a  lord  lieutenant  of'^a  very 
respectable  county,  I  find  myself  included 
in  the  censure,  and  look  upon  my  honour 
very  materially  wounded.  I  am  certain  I 
can  answer  for  the  corps  which  I  have  the 
4ionour  to  command ;  and  have  reason  to 
presume  it  is  universally  so  throughout  the 
servicei  that  no  officers  but  such  as  are 
duly  qualified  to  serve  are  admitted. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester.  My  lords, 
aAer  the  accurate  detail  given  by .  the 
noble  duke,  of  the  Treaties  now  before  the 
House,  I  will  not  detain  your  lordships  by 
a  recapitulation  of  particulars ;  nor  indeed 
do  I  think  it  very  material  to  except 
against  particulars  of  a  Treaty,  where  the 
whole  appears  to  me  greatly  reprehen- 
sible ;  or  to  cavil  with  ministers  on  little 
articles,  whilst  charges  of  a  heavier  nature 
may  be  laid  to  their  account.  The  infor« 
mation  given  to  us  in  his  Majesty's  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  of  the  mtro*. 
duction  of  foreign  troops  into  the  garri- 
sons of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon,  without  the 
previous  consent  of  parliament,  gave  roe  a 
serious  alarm.  The  unconstitutional  doc- 
trine held  in  this  House,  setting  up  the 
power  of  the  prerogative  above  the  power 
of  parliament,  the  attempt  to  introduce 
foreign  troops  into  Irelana,  without  even 
asking  the  opinion  of  the  British  parlia*' 
ment,  all  concur  to  bear  strong  t^timo- 
nies,  that  an  abridgment  of  British,  as  well 
as  American  liberty,  would  not  be  dis- 
agreeable to  some  of  our  present  ruleVs* 
Long  has  this  nation  survived  the  loss 
of  that  liberty,  which  was  once  the  lot  of 
her  neighbouring  European  kingdoms; 
but,  my  lords,  there  is  at  present  such  an 
indifierence  to  serious  t|iin^,  such  a  love 
of  ease  and  luxury,  which  gives  to  minis- 
ters an  almost  irresistible  sway,  that  I 
doubt  this  country  is  very  near  that  crisis, 
when  she  will  passively  surrender  al)  those 
rights  her  ancestors  held  most  dear.  My 
lords,  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  think  that 
I  possess  any  power  of  speech  to  awaken 
to  public  zeal,  but  with  your  permission  I 
will  submit  to  you  some  reasons,  drawn 
from  state  policy,  and  convenience,  why 
we  should  not  be  too.etfger  to  push  on  this 
war.  My  lords,  whatever  was  the  original 
cause  of  the  war,  whatever  were  the  claims 
of  Great  Britain,  or  however  unjustifiable 
might  be  thought  the  resistance  of  the 
colonies  to  those  claims,  no  impartial  man 
can  say,  that  in  nothing  has  Britain  been 
to  blame.  But  waving  this  disquisition, 
let  us  consider  the  present  situation  oC 
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aflUn.    The  evmlf  of  tlie  kit  caspaign 
shew  «8y  that  the  war  wifl  aot  be  of  veqr 
€a«7  cooduMD ;  though  we  alkyvr  the 
British  troops  to  have  iMea  oncoeasM  at 
the  attack  on  the  heigfaCi  of  Ch^letttowii, 
yet  was  that  aaooeai  dearly  bought,  and 
greatly  bahmoed,  by  the  loaa  of  forts^  of 
garriaoiiay  I  might  aay  e(  aatioos.     The 
defectioii  from  gorenmieiit  has  beea  total; 
total,  my  lords;  finr  besides  the  desolated 
pisoD  of  the  British  tro(MM,  the  devoted 
Boston,  and  the  town  of  Haliiaz,  kept  in 
awe  by  a  laige  garrison,  what  remains  to 
^ovcfmnent  of  all  Che  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, as  far  as  British  colonies  extend  ? 
Nay,  my  lords,  the  misfortmie  has  spread 
further,  the  conquests  of  the  last  war,  so 
dearly  rent  from  France,  are  mouldering 
irom  us;   and  though  we  have  reports, 
that  the  provincial  arms  have  met  a  check 
at  Quebec,  great  pait  of  Canada  owns 
another  master.    Still  are  we  bent  to  push 
on  an  mvading  war,  against  a  powerfid 
enemy,  with  every  circumstance  against 
us  but  the  advanti^  of  our  4eet«    Let  us 
aiow  consider  the  means  we  have  to  pro- 
aecttte  this  war.     The  British  troops,  we 
find,  ftul  not,  mv  lords,  in  point  <»  cou- 
rage, but  they  shew  an  honest  backward- 
nessio  engage  against  their  fellow-citizens, 
ffo  Germany  we  have  recourse  for  assist- 
ance; 17^000  German  mercenaries  are  iat 
laatobtaiiied ;  ^A  ^hese  and  a  small  Bri- 
tish aM0y,  many  of  whose  regiments  con- 
aist  entirely  of  recruits,  some  of  vfhom  are 
-of  the  worst  description,  for  I  have  been 
iM  that  even  the  prisons  have  been  ran- 
aaeked  to  auganeot  the  number,*  is  thip 
countiy  to  engage  a  nation,  who  are  en- 
thusiastic in  their  cause,  have  no  hopes 
iMit  in  success,  are  united  by  every  tie, 
have  every  stimulative  to  courage,  that 
ahame  or  ambition  can  give  an  army  of 
brothers.     The  mercenaries  we  employ, 
for  they  may  be  justly  called  so,aince  that 
man  must  be  deemed  a  mercenary  soldier 
mho  fights  for  pay  in  the  cauie  in  which 
be  has  no  concern,  are  a  motley  band  of 
"various  nations,  who  are  yet  in  Germany, 
«re  yet  to  be  conveyed  across  the  Atkn- 
iic;  some  will  pensh  in  the  way,  some 
desert,  but  I  will  suppose  the  remnant 
landed  on  tlie  American  shore.      Will 
conquest  immediately  follow  i  Impossible 
to  expect  it.    If  the  generals  know  their 
duty,  the  first  employment  they  must  have, 
will  be  to  secure  a  post,  in  case  of  disaster, 
to  establish  a  place  of  arms,  to  endeavour 
to  form  magazines.    Else  whence  can  this 
'tony  be  aapplied  with  proviaioiis  I    U  it 


firnn  Fiighaiil;  iNim  the  £a^  tee 
The€eet<»BMtBa&«iduBdiekai,cBMl 
go  «p  the  rivera;  aa  that  the  anny,  viA- 
out  magavmea,  eaaoot  possibly  <|iit  As 
coast,  and  great  part  ef  the  caaipaigDiBMt 
be  apeat  in  preparations.     My  kra,  vt 
must  look  opoB  this  war  asm  war  of  cos- 
quest.      It  IS  too  tale  to  treat  the  Ana* 
caasasrebefe;  Cfaeyaaeapowerialsalin, 
a  formidable  enemy.    The  amy  noa  k 
divided,  for  many  ane   the  fixon  vill 
whom  they  are  to  engage.    Are  we  e» 
tain,  that  even  the  troops  prcnosed  to  ki 
employed,  wiH  not  be  opposea  by  giofia 
numbers  ?  Can  we  conceWe  one  csaja^ 
can  end  the  war  ?      My  lords,  tboea 
another  very  material  consideiatiaB,  m 
which  I  will  touch  bat  gently,  for  I  liA 
not  to  add  to  embarraasments:  are  m 
nialers  certain  they  are  preparedftrAl 
expenoes  of  the  war  ?     The  gnot  m 
mul  outgoings,  the  public  debt,  waai 
the  dose  of  the  kst  war^  thought  a  dl 
eient  reason  for  accepting  a  peace,  oa 
taialy  inade<|uaie  to  tlie  gmies  of  tlieMb 
In  13  years  peace  some  saving  hsi  Wll 
nude ;  the  expence  of  the  easuiiig  ca» 
pmgn  promises  to  awallow  up  tbe  alA 
of  that  aaving.    Thua,  in  pomt  of  ■<*■% 
are  we  in  the  situatiMi  we  were  st  tkiv 
jafthewar.    But  we  have  lost  tbe  Aarf^ 
can  trade,  without  an  eqaivaicat   fll 
trade  of  the  last  year  to  supply  tbe%fr 
oish  flota,  and  the 'demands  tlveajA  V 
aia,  will'  be  no  lasting  resource,    ibo  # 
is  over,  the  other,  I  am  infonnedydocM 
The  additional  tax  laid  upon  land,  vU 
isauppoaed,  not  pay  ihe  eapeoeeofil 
conveyanoe  of  the  troops.     If  dm 
should  be  obliged  to  anticipate  tbe 
if  the  Bank  should  be  mdnced  to  ieadti 
assistance  of  their  credit,  ^  ^  ^ 
should  fidl  short,  if  an^  unforeoecacg 
mity  ahould  happen,  might  not  tbefM 
credit  receive  as  rapid  a  shodc,  SBsii> 
these  few  years  befd  the  India  Confflp 
In  short,  my  lords,  the  difficoltiooy 
numerous,  that  one  should  be  iadisiit 
think  some  fhtal  evil  influence  coofbaiii 
the  wisdom  of  our  counsellor!.   My  w 
L  read  m  Holy  Writ,  that  when  AM* 
his  ains,  waa  devoted  to  destroctios,ii 
host  of  heaven  was  assembled  before  w 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  saki,  <«  Who  wO^ 
Buade  Ahab  to  go  up,  and  war  90^ 
Ramoth  Gilead,  Uiat  ne  may  M  vm 
And  an  evil  spirit  said,  I  wilfgo  ^^ 
persuade  hmu    And  the  I^oro  ^^ 
and  thou  shalt  persuade  him."    '  ^ 
DOt|  I  hope,  be  thought  m^V^  ■  ^ 
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iroly  this  allegory  to  the  British  nation. 
It  does  seem,  a»if  in  punishment  for  their 
ofoces,  Ihey  were  condemned  to  go  and 
war  agajnat  their  brethren  in  America^ 
and  to  fan  there.  I  wish  the  ap^Ication 
may  not  prove  jiust»  and.  yet»  my  Iorda» 
tvery  thing  gives  k  the  appeacaBce-  ot 
tnm.  No  measures  takem  to  hrin^  th^e- 
Rfar  to  a  conjCluaTon  i  no  plan  efiective  to 
force  the  Americana  to  accept  the  terms 
ire  are  pleased  to  prescribe ;  a  war  of  de* 
ttti,  <^  partizaiv9»  that  can  lead  to,  nothing, 
but  to  perpetuate  rancour  and  animosityw. 
[am  informed*  by  the  late  dispatches  fsom* 
^rginia,,  that  the  governor,  who  haa  long, 
pitted  die  residence  of  bia  government, 
\o  hold  hia  state  aboard  a  cruizing  shjp^ 
^  had  the  notable  success  of  firing  the 
town  of  Norfolk*  the  largest  in  Virginia. 
[  make  no  doubt  he  has  a  commission  for 
irhathedoea;  I  do  not  mean  his  com- 
mission of  governor*  for  that  is  a  commis- 
Bon  to  piotect  those  over  whom,  he  is  a]^ 

C*  ited  lo  preside ;  but  a  commission  to 
roy*  to  bum  the  towns*  to  ravage  the 
dantatlons*  drive  off  the  slaves^  to  kill 
Dose  that  resist  These  are  the  warlike 
(duevementa  of  the  governor  of  Virginia  I 
lut  aa  I  do  not  doubt  he  haa  orders  for 
Aat  be  does,  far  be  it  from  me  to  con« 
lemn  an  absent  man.  But  I  cannot  think 
jreU  of  those  who  from  hence  command 
iUs  wpnton  ruin,  this  unnecessary  ravage* 
hk  useless  desohttion.  My  lords,  I  must 
inther  take  notice  of  one  extraordinary 
larticular*  that  this  town  was  supposed  to 
ontein  many  friends  of  government ;  and 
'et  such  is  the  determined  vengeance,  that 
iren  friends  are  fired  upon,  m  hopes  of 
urtiDg ,  the  enemies  intermixed,  and  oil 
le  involved  in  one  complicated  destruc- 
ion.  Can  mmistera  think,  that  after  thia 
rooeeding*  one  friend  to  government  will 
emain  ro  America?  Can  they  expect* 
liat  any  one,  blessed  with  common  aense* 
rtD  espouse  their  cause,  when  they  do  not 
rotect  those  who  mean  obedience  ?  My 
irda,  I  am  for  these  reasons  a  hearty  sup- 
orter  of  the  noble  duke*s  motion,  and 
Biticularly  because  it  leads  to  that  peace* 
bat  aU  nuist  allow  desirable.  I  am  the 
lore  earnest,  as  I  am  convinced  it  is  still 
» be  attained.  Provoked  as  tlie  Ameri- 
snahave  been*, they  wish  for  reconcilia- 
bn.  They  dread  to  be  forced  into  inde* 
endency.  They  would  even  bu^  that 
eace*  not  at  the  price  of  their  liberty, 
lat  must  be  secured  to  them ;  their  purse 
Eld  property  must  be  Jheis  own :  imt  I 
ave  good  g;p9and*  lo  thinkt  could  tibey  hf 


certain  of  being  dealt  with  by  p^ple'  who 
were  sincere,  whom  they  could  trust,  they 
would  submit  to  all  necessary  regulations 
of  commerce ;  nay  more^  they  would  assist, 
the  state  with  a  revenue,  but  they  must 
raise  it  themselves;  they  must  not  be  tax- 
ed firom  hence.  My  lords*,  when  men  are 
in  such  a  disposition*  I  will  add  no  more* 
but  that  if  we  blindly  reject  them*  we  do 
not  know  the  value  of  that  people  we  thus 
for  ever  wantonly  cast  from  ua. 

The  EarJ  of  E^n^Atfift.  My  lords,  I  shall 
take  up  much  less  of  youc  lordships'  tima 
than  I  expected,  to  do*  on  the  exorbitant 
terms  of  the  treaties  v  aa  the  noble  duke, 
who  moved  the  address,  has  already  suffi- 
ciently proved  the  unreasonableness  o£ 
them.  1  shall  only  make  one  observatioa. 
on  the  subject*  which  is*  that  if  thea^, 
17,000  men  have  the  effect  we  are  promis- 
ed they  shall*  of  subduing  the  Americana 
in  one  campaign ;  their  pay,  together  with* 
U}e  subsidy,  and  the  excess  of  the  levy^ 
money*  above  what  is  ever  allowed  in  £ng* 
land*  would  furnish  the  pay  and  clothing, 
of  40*000  men  with  their  proper  officers. 

On  the  legality  of  these  treaties  I 
shall  trouble  your  lordships  a  little  longer* 
,  The  first  and  most  strikmg  point  is,  thf 
I  administration  of  justice  being  reserved  to 
a  foreign  prince,  within  the  dominions  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  the  better  to^ 
'  effect  which,  an  executioner  with  servants* 
is  part  of  the  Hessian  establishment,  to  be 
levied  by  Great  Britain ;  and  no  exception, 
or  limitation  of  this  illegal  power  seems  to 
have  been  thought  oi^  even  in  case  the 
civil  government  should  be  restored  ia 
America.  The  second  great  conaideratioa 
is,  the  probability  of  a  foreign  general 
commanding  in  America;  for  though  it 
has  been  said*  that  the  commission  o| 
commander  in  chief  will  entitle  our  youna 
major  general  to  the  command',  yet  it  wiU 
not,  I  believe,  make  a  senior  officer  of 
spirit  serve  under  him,  though  it  may 
make  him  retire  from  the  army.  But  in 
the  Hessian  treaty,  there  is*  besides  the 
lieutenant  and  major-generals,  a  gene* 
ral  commandant.  How  are  these  two 
Sosias  to  settle  the  matter  ?  I  confess  it 
appears  lo  me  liable  to  great  confusion.    ^ 

With  regard  to  the  stipulation  of  assjst-^ 
ing  Hesse  if  attacked,  it  is  not  a  just  wav 
alone  which  we  have  engaged  to  enter  into 
for  the  protection  of  the  landgraviate ;  for* 
a  case  may  happen*  in  which  by  a  decree  of 
the  In^erial  chamber*  the  directors  of  the 
circle  are  ordered  to  march  into  the  coun- 
try^ te  een^i^el  the  landgrave  to  some  ac^ 
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of  jaitioe  or  restitodoD,  in  whidi  case,  he 
will  be»  accordii^  to  the  11th  article, 
^  actually  attacked  by  force  of  arms,  with- 
out having  fint  used  open  force  against 
hnn  who  attacks  him;''  iind  we  most 
either  excuse  our  breach  of  the  treaty  by 
our  minbters'  ignorance  of  the  impeiial 
GonstitutionSy  or  else  enter  into  a  war,  to 
anbrert  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
motiony  for  suspending  hostilitieSy  I  shiffl 
only  state  to  your  lordshipa  some  infor- 
mation which  I  have  received  from  the 
best  aothorityy  respecting  the  resources  of 
the  provincials^  and  which  I  should  think* 
it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House,  even 
if  it  did  not  come  immediately  within  the 
subject  of  our  present  debate.  The  first 
of  our  great  mistakes  seems  to  be  in  the 
number  of  their  people :  when  the  general 
congress  had  ordered  returns  of  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  each  province,  an 
idea  prevailed  that  these  returns  were  to 
be  the  measure  of  their  quotas.  It  was 
proved  at  Boston  that  they  only  returned 
about  four  in  five  of  their  true  numbers, 
and  it  was  pretty  certain  that  other  places 
in  New  England  returned  a  still  less  pro- 
portion ;  yet  the  whole  number  amounted 
to  three  millions  and  a  half,  it  can  there- 
fore be  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  they 
considerably  exceed  four  millions. 

Their  plan  of  finance  is  admirable 
for  its  solidity  and  simplicity.  In  Sep- 
tember last,  the  general  congress  issued 
three  millions  of  dollars  in  paper,  for  the 
security  of  which  all  property  in  the  twelve 
colonies  stands  pledged.  They  will  this 
summer  lay  a  tax  amounting  to  about  a 
dollar  per  nead,  which  wi)l  probably  bring 
in  most  of  their  bills,  which  will  be  again 
issued  in  payment  of  the  troops,  &c.  For 
the  convenience  of  the  individuals,  each 
colony  will  issue  about  half  a  million  in 
amaller  bills,  on  its  separate  credit,  which 
will  be  issued  from  the  provincial  treasury, 
where  the  continental  bills  will  be  received 
and  returned  to  the  general  treasury. 
What  a  different  paper  credit  is  this  from 
what  is  now  weighing  down  this  unfortu- 
nate country !  How  worthy  is  the  plan 
of  imitation,  wherever  the  annual  revenue 
can  be  made  to  bear  any  proportion  to  the 
annual  expence ! 

In  the  summer  of  last  year,  the  general 
congress  fixed  the  price  of  powder  and 
other  stores,  also  of  provisions,  &c  lOOlbs. 
of  good  powder  was  rated  at  50  dollars ; 
for  this  the  importer  would  receive,  at  his 
option^  silver  to  that  amount,  or  250lb8.  of 


flour,  or  in  proportion  of  hmber  or  oAer 
proviaioos;  thk  in  the  West  India  u- 
lands,  woidd  fetdi  SOL,  so  there  b  no  ftsr 
of  didr  being  deprived  of  either  didr 
silver,  or  tfadr  supply  of  milkarj  stom. 
Some  have  doubted  whether  tfaej  Ind  asj 
aflrer,  but  they  should  consider,  tbstlK- 
sidesthe  contraband  trade,  oar  an^oiBt 
fumidi  them  with  sonie  miOioos  of  doDm 


m  ^eae  every  year. 

Those  who  doubt  their  meetbg  wA 
foreign  assistance  would  do  well  totftii^ 
themselves,  that  the  agent  fiooi  Madrid 
to  Philadelphia  had  really  no  odier  bos- 
ness  than  to  present  the  colleges  io  All^ 
rica  with  the  labours  of  tl^  iOostrioa 
translator  of  SaOust.  Itisalsowonhtiidr 
inquiry  whether  or  no  the  French  ma- 
chants  have  bought  American  comiBofi- 
ties  with  arms  out  of  the  royal  magtsiBa^ 
delivered  at  20  per  cent,  less  tfaaotbeoi- 
rent  prices.  Another  idea  has  been  dat 
they  wanted  saltpetre.  To  obviate  t^ 
the  general  congress  printed  and  diipovl 
an  account  of  the  best  and  simplast  a^ 
thod  of  making  it.  In  August  last,  a  flit* 
petre  work  was  become  a  necessarj  f* 
pondage  to  a  fium,  and  no  doubt  is  vA 
but  from  the  numbers  now  eatablishft 
saltpetre  will  become  a  consideraUe  arti- 
cle of  their  future  exports. 

The  management  of  the  Indians  *■> 
early  object  of  attention.  The  geao^ 
congtess  considering  what  an  unpriodfM 
gang  the  bulk  of  Indian  traders  were,  pR* 
vailed  on  a  sufficient  number  of  rffipxl- 
able  men  to  undertake  that  trade.  Tk 
natural  event  was,  that  the  former  trades 
were  execrated,  not  without  some  ^rfe^ 
tions  on  those  who  should  have  pretem 
not  encouraged,  the  abominable  ftaA 
they  had  been  subject  to. 

I  should  now  wish  your  lordships  to  i^ 
vert  to  your  situation  nearer  home.  % 
Spaniards  are  again  armed,  and  Francebi 
also  prepared  a  considerable  force.  Mif 
not  tlieir  late  misfortune  at  Algiers  nski 
them  wiser ;  if  zeal  for  religioo  be  sf 
posed  to  actuate  them,  is  it  not  po^ 
that  France  may  convince  them,  thsij 
going  to  Ireland  they  would  serve  W" 
their  spiritual  and  temporal  ioterestsM 
appeal  to  a  noble  viscount  in  myeje,! 
more  than  half  that  kingdom  is  notin  tW 
interest ;  they  would  be  joined  by  nnj 
hers,  the  moment  theylano,  between  Cw 
and  the  Shannon ;  and  what  force  ta« 
you  to  oppose  thsm  either  by  sesor  hw' 

My  lords,  I.  never  can  stand  op  is  J<* 
lordships'  presence  without  throvisgo' 
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f&w  words' on  the  justice  of  this  unnatural 
war.  The  principal  foundation  on  which 
it'restSy  is  an  idea  which  has  been  with 

much  pains  promulealed  of  late,  that 
taxes  are  not  fie  gratia  but  de  jure  ;  that 
the  necessity  of  the  state  gives  to  the  le- 
gislative body  a  right  to  impose  them,  and 
that  the  people  have  no  right  to  withhold 
them.  I  need  no  other  proof  that  these 
principles  are  encouraged  by  government^ 
than  that  books  publi^ed  by  persons  who 
enjoy  pensions  and  favours  contain  them, 
while  Uiere  is  no  instance  of  any  court  fa- 
vour being  extended  to  any  of  those  who 
have  laid  aown  other  doctrines.  Indeed, 
my  lords,  the  situation  in  which  some  of 
these  libellers  of  the  constitution  are 
placed,  decency  forbids  me  to  name :  but 
this  I  wiU  assert,  that  whatever  doctrines 
others  may  hold,  and  whatever  name  they 
may  please  to  give  to  their  own  principles, 
the  moment  I  am  satisfied  of  the  truth  of 
these  arguments,  I  shall  become  a  most 
determined  and  zealous  Jacobite,  and  shall 
hold  myself  bound  in  conscience  and  ho- 
Dour,  to  go  all  lengths,  and  ri&k  all  I 
bold  dear  a»  an  Englishman,  in  atonement 
of  having  W|iprovea  the  Revolution  and 
iwom  alleginnce  to  the  House  of  Bruns- 
irick. 

Earl  Talbot^  The  noble  earl  who  spoke 
^t  has  certainly  hit  off  one  leading  fea- 
ure  of  the  Americans.  His  lordship  tells 
fou,  that  even  in  the  midst  of  their  zeal 
br  freedom  and  independency,  they  were 
lot  able  to  conquer  their  natural  propen- 
ity  to  fraud  and  concealment.  He  tells 
ou,  that  to  evade  the  order  of  the  con- 
;ress  for  supplying  their  quotas  of  men 
nd  money,  they  purposely  concealed  their 
eal  numbers.  However  I  may  differ  from 
he  noble  earl  in  the  deduction  he  has 
rawn  from  this  fact,  I  am  not  permitted 

0  doubt  the  truth  of  it,  as  coming  from  a 
erson  in  whose  estimation  they  bear  so 
igh  a  place.  This  with  me  would  be  the 
trongest  reason  imaginable  for  not  trust- 
ig  to  their  professions,  when  it  is  seriously 
:ated,  that  they  are  to  be  held  by  no  ties 
hatevcTy  not  «ven  by  their  most  sacred 
Dgagements  to  support  a  cause,  which 
ley  deem  essential  to  their  very  existence 

1  a  free  people.  They  have  had  all  along 
reluctance  to  order  and  good  govem- 
lent,  aince  their  first  settlement  m  that 
>untry»  and  I  am  every  day  more  and 
lore  convinced  that  this  people  will  never 
e  brought  back  to  their  duty,  and  the 
ibordinate  relation  they  stand  in  to  this 
>untr7^  till  reduced  to  unconditionfd  sub- 


missi6n.    Let  them  promise  or  bold  out 
what  present  convenience  or  future  views 
of  independence  may  suggest,  believe  me, 
my  lords,  they  will  never  give  up  their 
favourite  object,  ,till  they  are  fully  con- 
vinced, that  the  object  is  unattainable.    No 
concession  on  our  part;  nd  lenity,  no  en- 
durance, will  have  any  other  effect  but  that 
of  increasing  their  insolence,  and  encou« 
raging  them  daily  to  rise  in  their  demands. 
They  have  been  obstinate,  undutiful  and 
ungovernable  from  the  beginning.    They 
began  to  manifest  this  spirit  so  early  as 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  1st.    They  dis- 
puted our  right  of  fishing  on  their  coasts, 
m  the  times  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Pro- 
tectorate.   But  was  this  claim  to  exemp- 
tion  acceded  to  on  our  part,  or  this  pri- 
vilege inseparably  connected  with  soye- 
,reignty,    relinquished^     No:    then,    as 
now,  they  were  treated  as  presumptuous 
and  ridiculous.    Indeed,  the  principle  of 
absolute,  unconditional  supremacnr,  was  so 
fully  established  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  2nd,  that  wha£  by  some  people  esta- 
blishes a  right  on  our  part,  of  partial  taxa- 
tion'over  Ihe  province  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
at  the  time  granted  as  a  favour  to  Mr. 
Penn,  who  then  had  a  strong  personal  iiv- 
terest  with  the  sovereign.    Penn  was  a 
sensible  penetrating  man.    He  knew  the 
power  to  tax  existed  in  the  sovereign  ;  he 
therefore  got  the  right  transferred  to  the 
parliament,  lest  he  or  some  of  his  succes- 
sors, should  suffer  under  a  tax  laid  on  at 
the  will  and  discretion  of  the  sovereign 
for  the  time  being.    This  right  was  first 
rested  in  parliament  at  the  Revolution* 
It  was  not,  to  be  sure,  a  full  parliament, 
but  a  Convention,  which  laid  a  founda- 
tion for  the  privileges  the  nation  now  en- 
joys.   From  that  time,  the  ri^ht  has  con- ' 
tinned  clearly  in  parliament,  \p  thd  three ' 
branches  of  the  legislature  conjunctively; 
so  that  taking  the  right  of  taxmg,  as  ae- 
rived  from  the  sovereign  througi  parlia- 
ment, in  the  manner  here  described,  or 
considering  it  inherently  existirg  in  the 
whole  legislature,  ns  part  ofits  veiy  essence, 
the  effect  would  be  the  same  ;for  still  it 
comes  to  this,  that  the  suprenv  power  re- 
tains the  sovereignty  over  its  several  sub- 
ordinate members,  and  of  curse  among 
the  other  various  powers  ^ich  it  pos- 
sesses, is  constitutionally  eicitl^  to  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  taxation,  whenever  the 
common  interest  or  exigenc^  of  the  state 
may  render  the  exercise  f  such  a  right 
necessary.  , 

Earl  2>9fip/e«  Tour  lo^hips  have  been 
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so  repeatedly  persecuted  by  debated  on 
American  questions,  and  I  have  so  fre- 
quently given  my  opinion  upon  these  ques* 
tions,  that  I  coula  most  willingly  nave 
spared  you  this  trouble;  but  with  a, heart 
feeling  as  warmly  as  mine  does  for  the  ho- 
nour and  interest  of  my  country,  and  ac- 
customed to  view  her  in  the  highest  point 
of  glory,  I  cannot  be  an  indiffibrent  spec- 
tator of  her  unexampled  distress ;  nor  can 
I  suffer  my  opinions,  in  so  arduous  and 
delicate  a  situation,  to  be  collected  from 
sentiments  expressed  by  an^  man,  or  set 
of  men,  whatsoever. .  I  desire  to  stand  or 
fall  in  your  lordships'  opinion,  and  that  of 
my  country,  by  those  I  deliver  myself.    I 
am  clear,  my  lords,  as  to  the  nght  this 
country  has   to  exercise  its  sovereignty 
over  America   by  taxation*     I  had  no 
hand  in  passing  the  Stamp  Act,  in  the 
Declaratory  Bill,  in  the  Bill  laying  duties 
i^on  tea  and  other  commodities,  in  the 
partial  repeal  of  that  Act,  nor  yet  in  the 
insanity  of  sending  the  tea  to  Apierica 
without  repealmg  the  duty.    From  these 
and  other  cayses,  together  with  the  imbe- 
cility oi  administration,  this  country  is  re- 
duced into  a  situation  so  deplorable,  that 
the  wisest  man  in  the  kingaom  can  pro- 
pose nothing  that  promises  an  honourable 
usue.    I  feel  that  I  speak  in  fetters;    I 
therefore  will  not  press    arguments  on 
'either  side  to  their  full  extent.    The  next 
easterly  wind  will  cany  to  America  what 
shfdl  fall  from  every  lord  in  the  House.    I 
do  not  wish  that  the  nakedness  of  my 
countrjr  should  stand  confirmed  hy  the 
authonty  of  testimonies  given  here.    It  is 
a  time  to  act,  and  not  to  talk.    The  die  of 
war  is  cast,  the  sword  is  drawn,  and  the 
scabbard  thrown  away*    With  great  re- 
spect to  your  lordships,  wise  &9  you  are, 
and  no  doubt  the  great  here^tary  council 
of  the  king  and  kingdom,  yet  allow  me  to 
say,  yo«  are  not  enabled  to  decide  upon 
matters  of  such  transcendent  dilBcuJty, 
without  laving  the  fullest  materials  before 
Tou,  whidi  you  most  certainly  have  not. 
This  is  a  tuestion  for  the  ministers  to  de- 
cide, who  nust  be  supposed  to  have  the 
means  of  tie  most  ample  information :  the 
execution  vill  likewise    lie  with  them. 
They  have  c^cided ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  thev  ha%  at  last  some  well-considered 
plan.    If  I  hd  the  honour  of  being  in  the 
King's  councl  (which,  thaok  God,.  I  have 
not]  I  sboulo expect  the  fullest  informa- 
tion before  I  oufd  decide ;  but  decide  I 
woiidd,  and  able  by  ^e  decision.    Re- 
tired^.  h^we?erj|^  I  opir  apsj^  and  unin- 


formed,  I  have  aot  presumption  enoudi  u^ 
give  an  opinion,  nor  do  I  hold  myMl^ie- 
cially  called  upon  to  do  it.  Mj  country 
is,  indeed,  reduced  to  a  deplorable  situa- 
tion. We  are  driven  between  ScjUa  and 
Cbarybdis,  and  it  will  be  transcendently 
difficult  to  steer  the  vessel  of  the  state  ists 
a  safe  port.  I  must  be  allowed  freely  to 
confess,  that  I  have  not  a  good  opioioD  of 
the  King's  servants.  Past  expenence  will 
not  justify  confidence;  I  cannot,  ihere* 
fore,  answer  to  myself  or  to  my  country, 
to  trust  such  men  with  the  expendifaare  of 
ten  millioBS.  Nor  am  I»  on  tbe  odier 
hand»  so  friendly  to  them,  as  by  dedarm^ 
our  utter  uability  to  reduee  Ameiicai  t» 
furnish  them  with  a  golden  bridgjg  lor  cos- 
eluding  an  ignominious  peace,  on  any  At 
most  ruinous  and  disgracefiJ  tenD&  I 
cannot  consent  to  throw  this  once  oat 
and  glorious  country  at  the  feet  of  hatF 
rica;  and  there  bomblj  implore  nd 
peace  as~  she»in  her  magnanimity,  lUi 
condescend  to  grant  us.  To  those  ite 
lament  the  present  melancholy  state  oftk 
colonies^  once  so  prosperous  and  doonk- 
ing,  beyond  the  example  of  any  othos 
known  m  the  annals  of  time,  I  cannot  b^^ 
observing,  that  I  rejoice  in  the  teitBnoii|> 
because  it  does  honour  to  the  govemaal 
of  England^  under  whose  care  and  ■• 
fiuence  they  had  prospered  so  wonder6d^ 
I  do  verily  believe,  that  till  the  late  trouble^ 
they  had  infinitely  less  to  complain  of  tfasi 
the  mother  coufitry  herself;  and  ih^ 
separated  as  they  are  bj-the  vast  Ai^ 
lantic»  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  Utafft 
that  tliere  must  not  be  much  to  cob* 
ptain  of,  though  not  sufficient  to  pA 
their  ingratitude  to  the  parent  state.  I 
cannot  blame  a  determination  to  mib 
peace,  sword  in  hand ;  the  sooner  it  caa 
be  had  upon  reasonable,  safe,  and  bop<Mr» 
able  terms^  the  better  for  both  countriei  I ' 
never  did  declare,  whether  I  thooght  i 
was  consistent  with  sound  policy  to  impM 
any  tax  upon  America,  and  it  will  han|f 
be  expected  that  I  should  decide  it  os^ 
I  have  heard  it  called  an  unjust  war;  I 
know  not  who  m  this  House  have  a  ti^ 
to  call  it  so ;  not  thoae  who  voted  for  til 
DeclJEiratory  Act ;  those  only  who  deoM 
our  right  of  taxation,  and  howTCiy^^ 
were  they!  [i)nlyfive.]  Negotiationi  a  ' 
such  importance  and  delicacy  canoot  k 
transacted  with  too  mqch  aecregr.  Ic^ 
not,  I  owD|  approve  of  recalfipy  ^ 
troopB,  atid  publishing  the  terms  to  wm 
you  will  yield,  till  there  is  reason  ^ 
well  assured  that  they  wiO  be  sccegtti 
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Infioite  figadty  and  ^iscrcftioB  are  neoes^ 
my  to  tiie  atlaiifnient  «f  what  all  alike,  I 
8ffl  persaaded,  must  eagejrly  wish.  When 
the  ftvouraUe  moment  for  conciliation 
ihall  arrive,  I  hope  the  miniBtera  will 
•dze  it,  and  I  sincereljr  wish  them  succeas. 
At  least  at  auch  a  crisis,  I  will  not  hang 
apon  the  wheels  of  government,  and 
thereby  render  what  is  already  but  too 
difficult,  the  more  impracticable. 
•  Viscount  Tototiskisnd.  Having  at  first  en« 
totained  doubts  relativetothe  claims  of  this 
country  over  America,  I  gave  the  subject 
for  some  time  all  the  attention  in  my  power. 
I  considered  the  several  charters.  I  exa- 
mined the  relation  both  countries  stood  in 
towards  each  other.  I  looked  back  to  the 
infant  as  well  as  the  more  mature  state  of 
the  colonies;  and  was  at  length  convinced 
that  America  was  bound  by  every  rule  of 

i'ostice,  and  every  tie  of  gratitude  and  po- 
itical  obligation,  to  contribute  towards  the 
common  support ;  and  consequently  that 
America,  from  the  beginning,  had  been  the 
mressor.  -But,  my  lords,  thoueh  the 
ffigat  of  Great-Britain  to  controul  every 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  were 
to  be  questioned;  though  the  charters 
were  bindinff  and  valid,  to  the  extent  con- 
tended; still  the  state  of  things  is  such,  as 
readers  it  impossible  to  look  back  to  the 
causes  of  this  war,  so  as  to  answer  any 
wise  or  salutary  purpose.  The  justice  of 
the  cause,  ia  lost  in  the  din  of  war.  The 
Boble  eari  who  spoke  last  has  told  you  very 
justly,  that  it  is  now  become  a  struggle  for 
power ;  the  die  is  cast,  and  the  only  point 
which  now  ireroains  to  be  determined,  is  in 
what  manner  the  war  can  be  most  effec- 
tually prosecuted,  and  speedily  finished,  in 
order  to  procure  that  unconditional  sub- 
mission, which  has  been  so  ably  stated  by 
the  noble  earl  with  the  white  staff  (earl 
Talbot^,  I  know  of  no  method  so  proba- 
ble to  msure  success  to  our  operations,  as 
tliat  now  adopted.  By  it,  we  procure  an 
i&imediate  supply  of  men.  Men  trained  to 
the  use  of  arms,  and  of  coune  fit  for  im- 
mediate service.  And  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  the  measures  pursuing  will  nut 
en  end  to  the  war,  in  the  course  or  a 
tingle  campaign.  A  noble  earl  has  appeal- 
ad  to  me,  m  relation  to  the  present  dis'po- 
iition  of  Ireland :  to  which  1  can  onlv  an* 
«wer,  if  any  disturbances  should  brealc  out 
hi  that  kjnffdom^  they  must  be  suppressed. 
I  do  not  believe  they  will ;  nor  have  I  any 
treason  to  think  such  an  event  at  all  proba- 
ble. His  lordship  has  stated  his  appre- 
hensions <)f  a  French  or  Spanish  ihvasion. 


That  too,  I  Urink  equally  improbaMe. 
France  will  be  cautious  of  makmg  any  at* 
teaspt  of  that  kind,  as  long  as  ^e  remem* 
bers  the  defeat  and  destruction  of  the  ar- 
mament  aent  there  under  Thurot,  during 
the  late  war.  But  supposing  that  the  no- 
Ue  earl's  fears  were  well  founded,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  an  additional  motive 
to  induce  us  to  terminate  the  war  by  the 
most  decisive  operations.  The  noble  duke 
who  made  the  motion,  has  said  that  fo*« 
reigners  were  attempted  to  be  forced  on 
Ireland,  and  that  it  has  been  stripped  of  its 
national  military  establishment.  As  to  the 
last,  if  it  be  a  fault,  it  cannot  be  charged 
on  the  ministry  of  this  country.  It  was  an 
act  of  their  owii  parliament ;  and  if  hia 
Majesty  had  not  bound  himself  by  his 
royal  promise,  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent him  from  sending  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  fqrce  stationed  in  that 
Idngdoro,  to  what  pftrt  of  the  empll'e  he 
pleased,  if  the  exigency  of  affiura  should 
make  it  necessary.  In  respect  tp  foreign- 
ers, the  very  state  of  Ireland,  as  repre- 
'  seated  by  the  noble  duke,  would  be  a  suf- 
ficient reason  for  his  Majestv  to  send  a 
body  of  foreigners  into  that  Kingdom  for 
its  defence,  without  advising  with  his  par- 
liament there;  for  I  believe  the  noble 
duke  will  hardly  contend,  that  the  King 
with  the  advice  of  his  parliament  here,  or 
on  an  emergency  previous  to  such  an  ad- 
vice, may  not  sena  a  body  of  troops  into 
any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 'British 
crown,  for  its  defence  and  protection. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton.  The  noble  duke 
who  made  the  motion  has  stated  the  whole 
of  the  business  of  this  day  in  so  accurate  a 
manner,  as  to  leave  very  little  for  me  to 
add.  I  cannot,  however,  sit  down  with« 
out  expressing  my  general  sentioaents  on 
this  very  important  motion.  '  Froip  the 
beginning  of  the  present  troubles  I  aedu- 
lously  endeavoured  to  satisfy  myself  of 
the  true  ground  of  the  dispute,  to  examine 
the  respective  pretensions  of  the  parties^ 
to  procure  the  best  lights  the  nature  <^ 
the  controversy  afforded,  and  to  form  m^ 
opinion  without  partialilNr.  The  efect  m 
those  researches  was,  that  I  phdnlvaair 
the  people  of  America,  instead  af  neing 
protected  in  their  rights  and  aecmed  in 
their  property,  woiud  be  left  nothii)|^ 
which  they  could  call  their  own,  hecause 
no  line  could  be  drawn,  to  limit  the  ex- 
tent of  the  claim.  You  could  not  say  that 
supremacy  shidl  exist  for  such  and  such 
purposes,  and  shall  be  restrained  in  its 
exercise  in  such  and  sudl^ca8es ;  because 
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the  very  instant  you  set  limits  to  its  ri^ht 
of  taxation^  you  would'annihilate  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  right  is  founded,  and 
consequently  leave  the  question  as  unde* 
cided  as  ever.  Taking  it  in  the  K>ther 
light,  that  unconditional  supremacy  was 
of  the  very  essence  of  government,  simi- 
lar difficulties,  though  arising  from  a  dif- 
ferent cAuse,  presented  themselves  to  my 
view ;  I  mean  the  inexpediency  of  coercing 
America,  and  the  impracticahility  of  car- 
rying coercive  measures  into  effectual  exe- 
cution. I  perceived  that  great  allowances 
were  to  be  made  for  a  people  who  had 
been,  as  they  thought,  in  the  exercise  of 
•certain  specific  rights  for  more  than  a 
century.  I  was  convinced  of  the  bad 
policy  of  wresting  those  rights  from  them 
without  any  apparent  cause.  I  evidently 
perceived  the  impracticabilitv  of  the  at- 
tempt, and  the  insurmountable  difficulties 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  a  proiect  so  big 
with  folly  and  injustice.  But  let  me  go 
one  step  further,  and  suppose  that  the  ex- 
pediency and  practicability  were  equal  to 
the  presumed  justice  of  the  cause,  ought 
we  not  to  look  to  our  own  abihties,  to  our 
resources,  and  compare  the  inconve- 
niencies  which  must  result  from  these 
measures,  with  the  advantages  we  propose 
to  obtain  f  I  am  tolerably  acquainted  with 
the  finances  of  this  country,  and  I  do 
most  solemnly  assure  your  lordships,  that 
I  do  not  know  a  single  tax  which  it  is  in 
the  power'  of  the  most  fruitful  invention 
to  devise  or  conceive,  that  would  increase 
the  receipt  at  the  Exchequer.  Ever^  tax 
that  can  possibly  be  thought  of  will  inter- 
fere with  some  other  already  in  b^ing. 
.The  nation  is  loaded  to  the  full  extent  of 
its  abilities ;  and  what  are  you  going  to 
do  ?  You  are  entering  into  a  war,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  is  problematical  at  least,  if 
not  improbable.  To  carry  on  this  war 
new  taxes  will  be  necessary ;  and  having  no 
aecurity  to  ffive,  the  consequence  must  be, 
that  you  wHl  be  obliged  to  pledge  the  old 
funds,  contrary  to  public  fiiith ;  or  you 
will  be  compelled  to  contract  new  debts, 
which,  if  the  war  should  continue  for  any 
time,  national  credit  will  be  ruined  and 
the  kingdom  undone.  This  leads  me  to  a 
consideration  of  the  first  importance ;  it  is 
the  general  indifference  to  the  interests  of 
the  i^^tion,  which  prevails  among  those  to 
whom  they  axe  entrusted.  A  most  alarm- 
ing profligacy  of  manners,  and  unbounded 
love  of  pleasure  and  dissipation,  have 
taken  possession  of  almost  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  people.    Ministers  are  trusted 
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indiscriminately ;  parliament  hss  sorreo* 
dered  or  abandoned  its  right  of  controali 
and  all  the  great  concerns  of  the  natkm 
are  trusted  to  chance,  or  to  men  bjr  do 
means  fitted  for  the  arduous  task  ot  go- 
vernment. How  do  you  think,  toy  Ions, 
this  will  terminate  ?  When  the  people  find 
themselves  borne  down  under  the  prenan 
of  taxes  ;  when  public  bankruptcy  stares 
them  in  the  face ;  when  'universal  ram  sad 
despair  spread  themselves  through  eretj 

f)art  of  this  island  ?  I  will  tell  you,  o^ 
ords :  the  people,  no  longer  able  to  en- 
dure such  calamities,  and  expectisg  os 
redress,  will  seek  relief  in  the  means  whidi 
God  and  nature  has  pointed  out  Thq 
will  forbear  to  look  up  to  pariiameot,  be- 
cause parliament  has  betrayed  them,  hi 
been  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  aodinaUet' 
tive  to  their  interests.  It  may  be  ansveictl 
that  the  present  measures  are  approved  rf 
by  a  great  majority  of  the  nation.  1  daj 
the  fact ;  but  though  I  should  allow  tb 
proofs,  they  are  very  far  from  combatai 
any  thing  I  have  now  asserted.  If  tk 
people  have  been  lulled  into  a  deceitfid 
security,  it  proves  my  argument  oo  thi 
ground  I  have  taken  it  up.  It  is  not « 
the  soundness  of  the  measures,  bat  os 
their  fallacy  and  evif  tendency,  that  I  dns 
the  present  deductions.  Besides,  id* 
dresses,  and  the  various  means  eav^ffj^ 
by  men  in  power  to  obtain  thepublicflBO» 
tion,  will  never  pass  with  me  for  a  proof  tf 
their  being  the  real  sentiments  of  d)«ets 
whom  they  are  imputed ;  for  at  do  tins 
since  the  first  establishment  of  the  nopr 
chy  did  this  test  of  public  opinion  maoite 
itself  more  than  during  the  greater  psrt* 
the  reign  of  James  the  2na«  Addrefl^ 
congratulations,  engagements  to  sopp«i| 
him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  poond 
in  from  every  quarter ;  yet  that  initoW 
monarch  fatally  discovered,  in  the  boor  a 
trial,  that  they  were  but  the  mereefibrtia 
ministerial  art  and  court  adulatiop.  ^ 
the  whde,  mv  lords,  considering  tbisgrtf^ 

Question  in  all  Hs  different  points  of  ^ 
can  perceive  nothing^  but  inevitable  nft 
I  contemplate  it  with  the  most  puflgc^ 
anxiety;  I  turn  my  face  firom  it  *<* 
horror.  These  have  been  mv-seotia«* 
from  the  very  beginning,  and  I  have  sii^ 
formly  acted  conformably  thereto.  I^ 
arffued,  prayed  and  implored  that  the  «i^ 
ruinous,  and  destructive  project  oiis^ 
laid  aside.  I  do  now  beseech  yoor  un- 
ships, for  the  last  time,  to  bestoir  isai 
further  consideration  on  the  subject  !■ 
die  is  not  irretrierably  cast^  tbestoiai 
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drawn,  but  it  may  yet  be  sheathed.  The 
proposition  now  maide  to  you  by  the  noble 
ouke  may  open  a  field  for  peace  and  re- 
coDciliation.  This  opportunity  once  lost, 
I  fear  can  never  again  be  recovered,  I 
would  beg  to  recall  to  your  lordships'  re-* 
collection  what  fell  from  me  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  when  in  another  situation, 
(where  I  unhappily  stood  single  in  opi- 
nion) that  I  promised  to  submit  a  plan  tor 
composing  the  differences  now  subsisting 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  to 
your  consideration.  Whatever  has  been 
urged  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
to  the  contrary,  1  am  convinced  it  is  not 
yet  too  late,  and  that  all  the  calamities 
which  threaten  the  nation  may  yet  be 
averted,  if  we  will  only,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  undertake  the  performance 
of  the  arduous  task  with  willing  hearts  and 
proper  dispositions.  As  to  the  treaties^ 
ihev  have  oeen  so  amply  commented  on, 
lod  fully  explained  by  the  noble  mover, 
that  I  should  have  hardly  troubled  your 
lordships,  did  not  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
express  my  utmost  astonishment  at  the 
language  held  by  a  noble  lord,  in  whose 
lepartment,  as  Secretary  of  State,  this 
i4;ociatioD  must  of  course  have  been 
transacted.  The  noble  lord  rises  to  de- 
clare his  ignorance,  whether  or  not  a  com- 
nander  in  chief,  appointed  by  his  Majesty, 
N*  the  commander  of  those  foreign  merce- 
Aries,  should  have  the  supreme  command  ? 
)id  his  lordship  take  upon  him  to  nego« 
iate  this  treaty,  without  any  one  official 
equisite  to  conduct  and  conclude  it  ?  or 
las  he  first  made  the  treatVy  and  afi^er  it  is 
oally  concluded,  and  made  binding  on  the 
ation,  does  he  come  into  this  House 
^tally  ignorant  whether  he  acted  right 
r  wrong,  to  receive  instructions  from 
Bch  of  your  lordships  as  are  conver- 
int  in  military  affiiirs,  to  know  whe- 
^er  the  whole  of  tlie  British  dominion 
i  America  is,  or  is  not,  to  be  under 
he  absolute  command  of  a  foreign  mer- 
mary,  at  the  head  of  12,000  hire- 
Dffs  ?  But  supposing  his  lordship  should 
lime,  that  the  supreme  commana  is  vest- 
I  in  the  commander  in  chief,  though  he 
»  a  junior  officer,  will  he  assure  me,  that 
le  matter  h^s  been  so  understood  by  the 
nd^rave  of  Hesse,  or  that  his  general  is 
>prized  of  it  ?  Or  lastly,  will  his  lordship 
tonn  me,  whether  sufficient  provision  has 
^  made  in  case  of  death,  or  any  other 
xidenty  to  supply  the  vacancy  with  a  suc- 
ission  of  other  officers,  who  may  be  even- 
ally  called  to  the  command,  by  conomis- 
[  VOL.  XVlir.  ] 


sion  granted  for  the  purpose;  and  that 
the  prince  and  his  general  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  this  eventual  arrangement, 
and  have  acquiesced  in  it? — I  think  it 
proper,  before  1  sit  down,  to  allude  to  one 
circumstance  in  which  I  took  a  part,  but 
in  which  I  was  most  egregiously  deceived ; 
I  mean  the  vote  1  gave  respecting  the 
Massachuset's  Bay  Charter  Bill.  To  in- 
duce me  to  give  tliat  vote,  1  was  informed, 
that  the  alteration  of  the  charter  was  at 
the  express  desire  of  tlie  merchants,  and 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  property 
and  consequence  inhabiting  that  province. 
I  have  since  discovered  that  I  was  deceiv- 
ed ;  for  that  the  contrary  was  the  fact.  I 
would  never  have  given  my  sanction  to 
that  law,  if  I  had  not  been  led  into  error 
by  a  false  state  of  the  matter;  and  though 
I  unhappily  fell  into  the  snare  laid  for  me, 
I  am  now  free  to  declare,  that  the  law  for 
altering  the  charter  of  Massachusel's  Bay, 
was  in  every  respect  oppressive,  impolitic, 
and  unconstitutional ;  and  if  coupled  with 
the  claim  of  taxation,  I  am  fully  justified 
in  maintaining,  that  as  one  leaves  the  sub- 
ject no  property,  the  other  deprives  him 
of  every  natural  and  political  right;  and 
that  they  are  both  equally  destructive  of 
the  inalienable  privileges  of  an  English- 
man, and  the  natural  rights  to  which  all 
mankind  are  entitled. 

The  Earl  of  St^olk.  I  did  not  say  or 
mean,  that  I  had  any  doubt  whether  the 
commander  in  chief,  though  a  junior  officer, 
had  a  right  to  command  the  Aessian  ge- 
nerals I  positively  asserted  he  had,  and 
only  referred  to  the  noble  lords  present, 
conversant  in  military  affairs,  in  proof  of. 
that  assertion. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  I  did  not  intend 
to  trouble  your  lordships  on  the  present 
occasion,  had  I  not  been  particularly  called 
on  by  the  noble  duke  who  made  the  mo- 
tion; and  to  set  another  noble  duke  (of 
Manchester)  right,  respecting  some  points 
on  which  he  seems  to  bemisinformea.  My 
noble  relation  has  informed  your  lordships, 
that  the  town  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  has 
been  burnt  and  destroyed,  and  has  accom- 
panied his  narrative  with  several  exagge- 
rated circumstances  attending  that  aSiEiir. 
I  will  tell  the  noble  duke  how  the  matter 
really  happened.  One  of  our  ships  of  war, 
beina;  in  ^eat  distress  for  water^  sailed  to 
Norfolk  m  order  to  procure  it,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  inhabitants,  who,  instead  of 
complying  with  the  common  dicMtes  of 
humanity,  fired  on  the  flag  of  truce,  and 
killed  or  wounded  two  or  three  of  our 
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raea.      ThU  occasioned  whaf- afterwards 
happened,  and  caused  the  town  to  be 
burnt.     1  do  not  believe  it  is  yet  burnt. 
The  inhabitants  oC  Norfolk  were  so  bar- 
barouSy  that  the  whole  crew  must  hare 
perished  for  want  of  fresh  water,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  relief  they  procured  by 
the  distillation  of  salt  water.    It  was  not 
the  man  of  war's  men  that  burnt  Norfolk ; 
it  was  the  inhabitants  themselves.    The 
Norfolk  people  set  fire  to  the  town.    That 
hf   the  ore  from   the   man  of  war  set 
fire  to  part  of  it,  and  the  inhabitants 
burnt  the  rest.     The  noble  duke  who 
made  the  motion  has  entertained  your 
lordships  a  great  while,  relative  to'  the 
appointing  and   superseding   of  officers. 
His  grace  has  adverted  to  roe  frequently 
in  the  course  of  his  observations.      I  will 
tell  the  noble  duke,  that  he  is  mistaken  in 
his  facts  and  conjectures.  Admiral  Graves 
was  not  dismissed  nor  recalled ;   nor  was 
there  the  least  objection  to  his  conduct  as 
an  officer ;  on  the  contrary,  his  Majesty,  to 
shew  the  good  opinion  he  entertains  of  his 
services,  has  appomted  him  a  vice^miraL 
As  to  admiral  Shuldham  being  superseded 
in  the  supreme  commaod,  he  never  ima- 
gined that  he  was  to  command  in  chief. 
He  only  succeeded  admiral  Graves,  and  as 
the  service  was  to  be  carried  on  upon  a 
larger  scale,  it    became   necessary  that 
more  admirals  than  one  should  be  employ- 
ed ;   not  that  I  know  that  admiral  Sould- 
ham  means  to  remain  on  the  American 
station.    I  assure  the  noble  duke,  that  the 
appointment  of  lord  Howe  did  not  origi- 
nate with  me,  though  I  think  him  a  very 
deserving  officer;    I  was  not,  however, 
over- ruled  in  the  cabinet;    for,   under- 
standing that  his  lordship  wished  for  the 
command,  I  was  happy  in  having  an  op- 
portunity of  furthering  the  appointment  of 
so  able  and  deserving  an  officer.    The  no- 
ble duke  says,  that  the  servants  of  the 
crown,  who  support  the  measures  now  pur- 
suing against  America,  secretly  disapprove 
of  them,  and  express  their  disapprobation 
of  them  in  private  company,    I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  what  company  the  noble 
duke  keeps,  who  so  confidentially  impart 
their  opinions  to  him ;  but  this  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  I  converse  both  puUic- 
ly  and  privately  with  them  all ;   and  yet 
I  never  heard  one  of  them  express  the 
least  disapprobation  whatever  of  the  pre- 
sent measures.    The  noble  duke  says,  that 
though  we  have  ships,  we  have  not  men 
sufficient  to  man  them.  In  this  he  is  equal- 
ly mistaken;  for  out  of  the  whole  comple* 


ment  of  able  seamen  DecesBary  for  the  SD 
guardships,  there  are  only  500  wanting; 
and  so  fiir  from  the  men  bdng  avene  is 
the  service,  this  Tery  deficiency  in  the 
complement  of  the  guardships  1ms  msm 
from  a  moat  uncommon  alacrity  m  the 
men  to  serve  on  the  American  statios. 
On  the  whole,  the  500  men  deficim 
of  the  stated  complement  aboaid  the 
guardships  could  be  procured  in  a  fiev 
days,  which  with  the  oramary  seamen  sb8 
landmen  would  enable  the  twenty  gasii> 
ships,  that  are  all  of  the  Ime  of  battle,  Is 
proceed  to  sea  in  the  course  of  a  weeL 

The  Eari  of  Skdbwme.  An  ipabostiSBi 
my  lords,  has  been  thrown  out,  in  order  li 
give  a  sanction  to  the  present  measares,'tfatf 
a  ceruin  noble  earl  r  of  Chatham)  whsnl 
do  not  this  day  see  in  nis  place,  has  cha^rf 
his  former  opinions  respecting  them;  fail 
I  will  venture  to  affirm,  without  any  dimi 
information  on  that  bead,  that  it  ii  ^ 
founded.  In  the  several  conversations  fat 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  hold  with  m 
on  the  subject,  nothing  tending  that  wq^ 
has  ever  escaped  him :  besides,  his  oioMk 
and  the  consequent  step  taken  bj  iii 
lordship,  which  remain  on  your  ks^ 
ships'  Journals,  put  the-  matter  beyssi 
doubt  or  uncertainty  tf  His  plan,  sineeikl 
commencement  of  this  busineas,  has  bees 
conciliation  not  coercion.  So  nsocfa  faa 
been  already  said  on  the  subject  of  As 
treaties,  that  I  shall  trouble  you  very  lidk 
further  than  to  express  my  astoaishaiai 
at  a  hmguage  which  has  been  held  ibis  dq^ 
in  relation  to  the  employment  of  f  ^ 
ers.  It  creates  double  wonder, 
coming  from  the  supporters  of  the  pi 
measures,  against  whose  professed  s^ 
of  policy  i€  militates  in  the  most  maiftal 
contradiction.  Tlie  doctrine  is  shoi^f 
this ;  when  you  have  any  extensive 
tions  of  war  to  carry  on,  keep  your 
men  at  home  employed  in  your  man 
tures  and  agriculture,  and  trust  the  d» 
fence  of  the  empire  and  commit  the  j^ 
secution  of  your  most  essential  intereslsll 
foreigners.  Your  country  is  saiaD  mk 
insiff  nificaot,  in  point  of  numbers;  the  W 
hands  you  have  are  wanting  at  hoaae;  ■■ 
should  you  employ  them  in  war,  yM 
country  would  be  ruined ;  the  plough  mm 
loom  must  instantly  stand  still.  la  ifcib 
my  lords,  a  language  to  be  endured  ?  Oim 
this  doctrine  be  seriously  nuuntsined  k 
this  House,  without  subjectbg  iti 
to  ridicule  and  derisidn  ?  Were  cboae 
sentiments  which  prevailed  duriogthe 
war,  when  we  had  at  one  timeao  Jeaa ' 
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60iOOO  natives  in  actual  service;  and 
hftk  the  whole  number  we  employed 
nouDted  to  no  less  than  418,000  men  ? 
^iil  any  man  say  that  our  manufactures 
ood  still,  for  want  of  hands,  when  our  f 
sports  increased  full  two  millions  annu- 
ly,  and  when  both  our  exports  and  im- 
NTts  exceeded  any  thing  known  in  former 
oes?  Could  we  thirteen  years  ago  spare 
90,000  men,  for  carrying  on  the  opera- 
ans  of  war,  and  carry  on  our  manufactures 
)  an  extent  never  before  known ;  and 
lall  it  be  this  day  eravely  contended,  that 
e  cannot  raise  a  firUi  part  of  the  number, 
ithout  ruinine  our  manufactures,  which 
nsideration  ^liges  us  to  apply  for  as- 
itance  to  two  i^try  German  states,  as 
e  only  means  of  procuring  our  political 
bation  ?  Such  arguments  would  surprise 
t,  coming  from  any  quarter ;  but  much 
sre  so,  from  a  set  of  men,  who  have  uni* 
rally  condemned  all  intercourse  with  the 
ntinent,  all  German  subsidies  and  Ger- 
IQ  connections.  I  remember  a  noble 
dee,  now  no  more,  who  I  locked  upon  to 
I  a  very  able  man,  and  a  noble  earl,  both 
'whom  have  been  mentioned  in  the  course 
'  this  debate  Muke  of  Uedford  and  lord 
ite)  during  tne  late  war,  and  at  the  con- 
mqn  of  the  late  peace,  held  it  as  a  point 
It  to  be  departed  from,  that  this  country 
uld  subsist  without  any  alliance  to  the 
ntinent.  1  know  that  a  noble  earl  (lord 
btham)  who  conducted  that  war,  was  of 
s  same  opinion ;  and  iustified  his  con- 
ict  by  frequently  declanng  in  private  and 
blic,  ^<  that  he  did  not  bring  us  to  the 
ntinent ;  that  he  found  us  there."  We 
know,  that  this  system  at  last  prevailed ; 
i  that  it  has  been  the  uniform  politics  of 
s  present  reign  to  adhere  to  it.  Shall 
I  now  be  told,  by  the  same  men,  acting 
to  the  same  rule,  for  more  than  14  years. 
It  the  system  is  a  bad  one ;  that  alliances 
the  continent  must  be  formed ;  that  we 
re  not  men  sufficient  to  defend  and  pro- 
it  it ;  and  that  if  we  had,  we  cannot  spare 
Mn,  without  ruin  to  our  manufactures  > 
s  lordship  then  turned  bis  attention  to 
>  new  levies,  shewed  how  the  principle 
keepinff  up  old  corps  established  at  the 
ice,  bad  been  departed  from,  by  raising 
ir  corps ;  and  how  Highlanders  had  been 
amited  in  London,  and  several  parts  of 
gland,  to  fill  up  general  Frazer's  two 
'talions.  He  spoke  of  the  ill-treatment 
1  resentments  of  the  king  of  Prussia 
1  the  emperor ;  and  of  our  not  having  a 
gle  ally  on  the  dfej^tin^t^  of  the  least 
sequence. 


Lord  LytteUon.  My  sentiments  on  the 
present  subject  are  pretty  well  known.  I 
shall  only  observe  now,  that  lenient  mea- 
sures have  had  no  other  effect  ^tlian  to  pro- 
duce insult  after  insult ;  that  the  more  we 
conceded,  the  higher  America  has  risen  in 
herdemands,andthe  more  insolent  she  has 
grown.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am  now 
for  the  most  decbive  measures ;  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  no  alternative  is  lefl  us,  but 
to  relinquish  America  for  ever,  or  finally 
determine  to  compel  her  to  acknowledge 
the  legislative  supremacy  of  this  country. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  decide,  in  the  present 
situation  of  both  countries,  how  far  it  may 
be  expedient  to  insist  on  taxes,  for  the 
purpose  of  rai^ine  a  revenue ;  not  but  it  is 
evident,  we  are  fully  competent  to  demand 
them,  and  able  to  compel  their  payment. 
However  it  is  plain,  when  they  return  to 
a  proper  state  of  obedience,  that  the  right 
is  witn  us,  and  that  we  may  exercise  it  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  and  local  con- 
venience. In  the  event  of  our  prevailing 
in  this  contest,  it  is  the  principle  of  an  un- 
conditional submission  I  would  be  for 
maintaining ;  not  that  I  would  be  for  push- 
ing the  consequences  of  this  doctrine  to  its 
full  extent.  I  think  the  right  once  fullv 
acknowledged,  Great-Britain  ought  by  all 
means  to  secure  to  the  people  of  that  coun- 
trv,  those  privileges  and  immunities  to 
which  every  native  subject  of  this  free  go- 
vernment is  confessedly  entitled. 

Lord  Camden,  Some  allusions  have 
been  made  in  this  debate  to  a  fact,  which 
has  been  misrepresented.  ,  It  has  been  sup- 
posed that  the  noble  duke  in  the  blue  rib- 
bon, (duke  of  Grafton^  and  myself,  both 
occupying  high  offices  in  administration  at 
the  time  the  duties  were  laid  on  in  1767, 
approved  of  the  measure.  I  confess,  as 
mere  matter  of  supposition,  his  conjecture 
is  plausibly  supported  ;  but  the  fact,  I  do 
assure  his  lordship,  was  entirely  otherwise. 
I  never  did,  nor  ever  will,  ^ive  my  consent 
to  the  raisins  any  taxes,  m  any  form,  on 
the  people  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue,  to  be  under  the  aisposal 
of  the  British  parliament.  As  for  the  trea- 
ties, I  shall  beg  your  lordships'  indulgence 
for  a  few  words.  If  I  understand  them 
right,  they  contain  an  agreement  with  the 
landgrave*  of  Hesse,  duke  of  Brunswick, 
and  prince  of  Hanau,  for  a  certain  number 
of  troops  for  specific  sums  of  money,  ac* 
companied]  by  subsequent  conditions  of  a 
douole  subsidy  to  be  paid,  in  case  the  war 
should  be  terminatect  in  a  shorter  .time 
than  that  usually  fixed  for  the  existence 
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of  subsidiary  treaties.  To  give  this 
bargain  the  appearance  of  what  it  realHy 
is  not,  the  wnole  is  stuffed  up  with 
pompous  expressions  of  alliance,  founded 
in  reciprocal  support  and  common  interest, 
as  if  these  petty  states  were  really  concern- 
ed in  the  event  of  the  present  contest  be- 
tween this  country  ana  America.  Now, 
my  lords,  I  would  appeal  to  any  of  your 
lordships,  if  the  whole  of  this  transaction 
be  not  a  compound  of  the  most  solemn 
mockery,  and  gross  imposition,  that  was 
ever  attempted  to  be  put  on  a  house  of 
parliament.  Is  there  one  of  your  lord- 
ships, who  does  not  perceive  most  clearly, 
that  the  whole  is  a  mere  mercenary  bar- 
gain for  the  hire  of  troops  on  one  side,  and 
the  sale  of  human  blood  on  the  other;  and 
that  the  devoted  wretches  thus  purchased 
for  slaughter,  are  mere  mercenaries,  in  the 

"  worst  sense  of  the  word.  This  point  once 
granted,  look  then  on  the  present  treaties 
in  their  naked  and  true  light.  Consider 
seriously  the .  consequences  which  such  a 

,  conduct  on  our  part  may  probably  be  pro- 
ductive of.  We  not  only  pay  dearer  for 
these  hirelings,  than  was  ever  known  on 
any  former  occasion,  but  instead  of  avail- 
jog  ourselves  of  the  advantages  we  might 
derive  from  treating  with  their  respective 
sovereigns,  hiring  out  their  troops  in  the 
manner  now  aUuded  to,  we  have  entered 
into  treaties  of  alliance  offensive  and  de- 
fensive: we  have,  in  fact,  pledged  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  to  all  the  eventual  con- 
sequences of  a  continental  war.  But,  my 
lords,  even  this  measure,  hazardous  and 
impolitic  as  it  is,  is  not  wbat  presses  most 
forcibly  on  my  mind,  in  the  conduct  of 
this  wanton,  cruel,  and  diabolical  war ;  for 
if  the  arguments  be  true  that  have  been 
urged  by  several  of  your  lordships  this 
day  in  debate,  they  amount  fairly  to  this ; 
that  men  are  not  to  be  had  in  this  country, 
sufficient  to  give  efficacy  to  the  necessary 
powers  of  the  state,  nor  assert  the  rights 
of  this  legislature ;  and  that,  consequent- 
ly, the  present  treaties,  however  exception- 
able, are  the  mere  creatures  of  necessity. 
1  question  much  the  truth  of  this  argu- 
ment ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  a  just  one, 
does  it  not  fairly  prove,  that  the  salvation 
of  this  empire  depends  upon  foreign  assist- 
ance; and  that  all  our  boasted  power, 
wealth,  and  every  advantage  derived  either 
from  our  situation  or  form  of  government, 
arc  held  under  that  precarious  tenure.  In 
short,  that  we  can  enjoy  no  one  blessing  of 
external  strength,  or  domestic  happiness, 
longer  than  our  worthy  mercenary  allies 


on  the  continent  think  proper  to  peraait 

Now,  for  my  part,  I  always  was  of  a  £f 

ferent  opinion ;  for  should  the  time  erei 

arrive,  in  which  our  existence  as  a  a  intioi 

depended  on  the  assistance  of  foreign  hire 

lings,  from  that  instant  I  should  deem  ooi 

consequence  as  a  sovereign  state,  and  on 

liberties  as  a  free  people,  no  more.    Thi 

history  of  all  ages  and  nations  prove  th 

fatal  effects  of  calling  in  foreign  auxilisria 

but  more  particulany  mere  mercenariei 

to  fight  their  battles;   and  my  menur 

hardly  furnishes  me  with  a  single  instano 

of  conquest  over  any  great  state  or  en 

pire,  in  which   the  conquerors  were  nc 

first  introduced  into  the  country  as  fried 

and  allies.    This  general  truth,  my  lordi 

I  allow  does  not  directly  apply  to  the  pre 

sent  treaties ;    but  the  principle,  were  tk 

national  imbecility  such  as  your  lordshn 

heard  it  described  to  be  this  day  red] 

just,  ought  to  create  cause   of  serioa 

alarm.    I  cannot  better  express  my  difl^ 

probation  of  employing  foreigners,  psiti 

cularly  to  fight  our  domestic  qusnck 

than  by  quoting  the  Opinion  of  that  giei 

man,  sir  Walter  Raleigh.    In  his  Histor] 

of  the  World,  he  says,  **  that  they  are  le 

ditious,  unfaithful,  disobedient  defoaren 

and  destroyers  of  all  places  and  coanMi 

whither  they  are  drawn,  as  being  held  bj 

no  other  bond  than  their  own  covamjSkf. 

Yea,  that  which  is    most  fearful  amov 

such  hirelings  is,  that  they  have  often, n 

in  time  of  greatest  extremity,  not  onlyi^ 

fused  to  fight  in  the  defence  of  those  vli 

have  entertained  them,  but  revolted  toth 

contrary  part,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  llw« 

princes  and  states  who  have  trusted  theOi' 

My  lords,  great  stress  hath  been  laid  m 

the  comparative  riches  and  strens^  ^ 

Great  Britain  and  America,  from  wUcbf 

conclusion  has  been  drawn  in  our  iais*i 

and  a  consequence  from  that  condoM^ 

that  we  must  in  the  end  prove  victooois 

I  deny  the  fact.    That  we  possess  moiea 

the  precious  metals  than  the  people  • 

America,  I  will  readily  grant ;  hot  M 

the  materials  for  decorating  palaces,! 

that  administer  to  the  luxuries  or 

cies  of  life,  are  so  much  real  richa; 

that  they  constitute  the  real  and 

strength  of  a  nation,  is  a  doctrine  1 

never  subscribe  to.  Particularly,  whea; 

have  a  people  to  contend  with,  who 

real  liberty,  to  the  empty  shadow,  an 

despise  those  baubles  and  trinkets,  vl 

compared  wi^  the  substantial  and  lat 

benefits  of  civil  society,  and  domestic  i 

piness.    The  native  produce  aod  '  * 


iSSj  the  March  of  the  German  Troops* 

I  a  country,  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  are 
^hat  constitute  its  real  opulence.  The 
eople  of  America  have  always  been  in 
oesession  of  one,  and  the  present  inhuman 
nd  expressive  measures  you  have  adopt- 
cl,  will  necessarily  teach  them  the  other. 
W  policy  of  former  times  was  to  improve 
16  native  advantages  of  the  people  of 
Lmerica  to  a  twofold  purpose ;  to  encou- 
ige  them  to  the  raising  raw  materials  for 
ir  own  manufactures,  or  as  objects  of 
reign  commerce ;  and  to  render  them  as 
ependent  as  possible  on  this  country,  for 
1  the  wrought  convieniencies  oi  life, 
his  was  the  inexhaustible  mine,  from 
hich  this  country  was  wont  to  draw  her 
Purees.  The  immense  profits  derived 
001  such  a  commercial  intercourse,  were 
10  taxes  we  drew  from  that  country ;  and 
lose  only  will  ever  be,  the  substantial, 
Mistitutional  benefits  which  can  or  ought 
»  be  derived  from  the  legislative  autno- 
ity  claimed  by  this  country.  What  will 
ethe  consequence  of  this  mad,  bloody 
ar?  You  will  teach  America  industry 
nd  frugality.  You  wilt  necessitate  them 
>  wear  their  own  rough  manufactures, 
rou  will  create  an  emulation  for  excel- 
see  and  improvement ;  and  by  shutting 
tern  out  from  your  own  ports,  you  will 
ompel  them  to  explore  those  of'^  foreign 
ations.  In  fine,  you  will  point  out  to 
!iem  the  advantages  of  a  foreign  corn- 
ice, of  a  frug^  habit  of  living,  but 
bove  all,  the  sweets  of  industry,  directed 
9  the  establishment  of  new  manufactures, 
nd  the  improvement  of  old  ones. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  lordships  to 
eriously  consider  the  grounds  of  the  pre- 
nit  quarrel,  and  the  object  meant  in  the 
nd  to  be  attained  by  it.  Has  it  not  ori- 
linated  in  taxation?  and  is  it  not  now 
?avely  asserted,  that  the  tax  is  virtually 
dinquished,  but  that  a  war  of  conquest, 
t  an  acknowledgqnent  of  an  unconditional 
Qbmission  on  their  part,  is  the  only  alter- 
ative now  lefl  ?  What,  then,  is  the  true 
l&bct  of  this  language,  but  that  the  present 
B  a  war  of  conooest  ?  For  the  noble  earl 
^Talbot)  has  tend  you,  that  this  country 
>ught  never  to  recede,  till  America  has 
^sented  to  an  unconditional  submission  ; 
md  consequently  that  our  subjects  in  that 
:ouDtry  are  to  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  ab- 
solute slaverv,  or  to  be  for  ever  separated 
tod  cut  off  from  the  dominion  of  tne  Bri-* 
tish  empire. 

But,  my  lords,  referring  back  to  the  old 
question  of  taxation,  for  that  I  look  upon 
to  be  the  true  and  efficient  ground  of  the 
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present  contest,  what  does  that  question 
present  to  your  lordships'  consideration? 
Why,  that  in  the  course  of  the  present 
campaign,  you  will  have  run  in  debt  ten 
milhons,  which  is  more  than  you  have 
been  able  to  discharge  in  the  course  of  a 
13  years  peace;  and  if  all  your  measures 
of  conquest  should  succeed,  that  you  will 
probably,  at  the  end  of  another  year  or 
two,  be  thirty  millions  worse  than  when 
you  began,  and- will  be  in  the  absolute  pos- 
session of  a  ruined,  desolated  country, 
which,  so  far  from  being  able  to  contribute 
to  the  discharge  of  vour  burdens,  will  be- 
come an  additionar  one  for  a  series  of 
years  to  come.  It  has  been  urged,  that 
none  o£  those  consequences  will  happen ; 
that  America,  when  she  perceives  that  we 
are  ultimately  determined,  will  submit, 
and  that  of  course  our  expences  will  Cease 
with  the  cause  which  gave  them  birth.  I 
should  think  there  was  something  in  this 
argument,  if  conciliation,  not  conquest, 
was  intended;  if  the  claims  of  America 
were  patiently  heard,  and  maturely  consi- 
dered ;  but  is  there  one  of  your  lordships 
who  seriously  believes,  that  those  people 
will  ever  consent  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
till  vanquished,  if  no  terms  of  conciliation 
or  accommodation  are  held  out  to  them  ? 
The  idea  is  preposterous,  anc[  I  am  cer-^ 
tain  is  not  believed  or  expected  by  those 
who  urge  it.  On  the  whole,  my  lords,  I 
am  heartily  for  agreeing  with  the  noble 
duke's  motion,  because  it  will  afford  time 
for  administration  to  treat ;  it  will  give  his 
Majesty  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  stop 
to  the  further  effusion  of  human  blood ;  it 
will  strengthen  the  hands  of  government, 
should  America  refuse  such  terms  as  Bri- 
tain may  consistently  offer,  and  America 
reasonably  and  securely  accept;  and  it 
will  be  the  means  of  laying  on  foundations 
of  strength  and  security,  the  greatness, 
opulence,  and  perfect  union  of  the  British 
empire,  whether  considered  as  one  body, 
or  in  respect  of  its  several  constituent 
parts. 

Viscount  fVeymouth,  The  noble  duke 
in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  noble  lord  who 
9poke  last,  happened  to  be  both  in  admi- 
nistration at  the  time  the  Act  was  passed, 
which  laid  on  the  duties  that  were  the  ori- 
ginal cause  of  all  the  present  disturbances. 
It  is  somewhat '  extraordinary  that  they 
should  now  complain  of  their  own  acts, 
and  come  before  your  lordships  to  condemn 
measures  which,  fot  any  thing  that  appean 
to  the  contrary,  originated  from  themselves, 
or  at  least  received  their  sanction. 
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The  Dake  of  Grafton.  I  confess  I  oc- 
cupied a  very  high  and  responsible  post  in 
administration  when  the  duties  in  1767 
were  laid  upon  te^y  paper,  painters'  co> 
lours  and  glass.  I  am,  however,  extremely 
m^  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining what  yet  has  not  been  e£tectually 
cleared  up.  fn  that  ^ear,  when  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  mcurred  on  account 
of  America  were  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  House  rose  9s  one  man  al- 
most,  and  insisted  that  that  country  should 
contribute  to  the  burdens  brought  on  by 
the  military  establishment  there;  and  a 
motion  was  mad^  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  for 
that  purpose.  I  strenuously,  opposed  the 
measure,  as  big  with  the  consequences  it 
has  since  unfortunately  produced.  I  spoke 
to  my  friends  upon  the  occasion,  but  they 
all  united  in  opinion  that  the  tide  was  too 
strong  to  expect  to  either  stem  or  turn  it» 
so  as  to  prevent  whatever  might  be  offered 
i  n  that  shape  from  passing  into  a  law.  Find- 
ing that  all  my  efforts  would  be  vain,  I  was 
compelled  to  submit,  but  was  resolved,  as 
far  as  lay  in  my  power,  to  prevent  the 
^ect ;  and  while  I  gave  way,  to  do  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  womd  cause  least  harm : 
I  accordingly  proposed  the  tea  duty  as  the 
most  palauible;  oecause,  though  it  an- 
swerea  the  main  purpose  of  those  with 
whom  taxation  was  a  favourite  measure, 
it  was  doing  America  an  immediate  bene- 
fit, for  1  procured  the  shDlii^  a  pound 
duty  to  be  taken  oS,  and  three-penoe  to 
be  laid  on  it  in  lieu  thereof;  so  that,  in 
fact,  it  was  nine-pence  a  pound  saving  to 
America.  However,  the  attempt  was  re- 
ceived in  America  as  I  expectea  it  would : 
it  immediately  caused  disturbances,  and 
universal  dissatisfaction.  In  1769,  there- 
fore, I  moved  in  the  cabinet  for  a  repeal, 
and  was  out-voted  (if  I  recollect  right)  by 
a  majority,  of  one.  This,  therefore,  was 
the  part  I  took  in  this  &tal  business.  When 
the  partial  repeal  was  agreed  to  in  council, 
I  conjured  my  brethren  in  office  to  give 
up  this  paltry  revenue ;  but,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, I  was  over-ruled. 

Lord  Camden.  For  my  part,  I  was  not 
in  council,  or  did  not  attena  in  the  cabinet 
ait  the  time  this  fatal  measure  was  concert- 
ed ;  and  as  soon  as  I  was  apprized  of  the 
tendency  of  it,  J  expressed  my  hearty  dis- 
approbation. 

Viscount  Weymouth,  The  noble  duke 
says,  he  was  out-voted  in  the  cabinet,  and 
that  there  are  some  noble  lords  now  pre- 
sent who  took  an  active  part  on  that  occa- 
sion.   The  noble  duke  is  very  right ;  I 


was  preBest,aiid  am  firee  to  dedare,tlist  I 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet 
who  gave  my  vote  for  iiaving  the  tea  datf 
retained*  Tne  noble  duke  forgeu  thoe 
was  no  majority,  or  casting  voice ;  the  nom- 
hers  were  equal.  The  other  nbUe  loid'i 
apology  is  the  most  extraordinary  tbt  1 
ever  heard :  his  lordship  says,,  he  wai  not 
present  at  the  time  it  happened  to  be  de- 
bated in  council.  Will  toe  noUebripie- 
tend  to  excuse  himself  as  a  cabinet  coon- 
sellor  on  tliat  ground  ?  or  if  he  could,  ca 
he  pretend  to  defend  himself  in  giving  bii 
approbation,  and  putting  the  queitioo  is 
every  successive  stage  of  the  Bill  to  t 
measure,  sitting  on  that  woolsack  ai  pr^ 
sident  of  this  au£ust  assembly,  which  he 
has  asserted  in  the  course  of  this  nigbt^ 
debate,  will  be  the  certain  destnictioaof 
this  country  ? 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied  to  the 
observations  made  on  his  speech;  and  (he 
question  being  put,  there  appeared  for  the 
motion :  Contents  29,  Proxies  3-dL 
Non-contento  79,  Proxies  21— lOa 

««  Dissentient' — ^Abingdon,  Pooaoofajfi 
Kins,.  Fitzwilliam,  Ardier,  Poit^ 
lan^  Effingham,  Abeigaranj, 
Camden,  Richmond.'* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Scotd 
Militia  BHW]  March  5.  On  the  aecooi 
reading  of  the  Scotch  Militia  BOl, 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  said, he  had  besnii- 
ways  averse  to  any  further  increase  rf  1 
perpetual  armed  force,  as  it  had  been !» 
formly  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  ever^  cooi- 
try  where  such  a  destructive  policy  wv 
permitted  to  prevaiL  The  hberties  i 
France  had  been  overthrown  by  a  itaai- 
ing  military  establishment ;  and  w  hij 
every  free  government  in  Europe.  Bat  if 
he  had  no  tears  on  that  account,  he  cmi 
he  had  strong  objections  on  the  giounltf 
expence,  and  the  disproportion  betweei 
the  quantum  of  tax^  paid  by  the  pc<wk 
of  the  southern  and  northern  parts  of  tb 
island. 

Mr^  Dempster  said,  the  expence  woM 
not  be  so  great  as  some  gendemen  in** 
gined,  as  the  whole  number  meant  to  bi 
embodied,  was  no  more  than  6,000  bici; 
who  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Scotch  l^ 
venue.  In  answer  to  the  great  disproptf- 
tion  between  the  taxes,  he  uvf^d,  ttiitex- 
cept  the  land  tax,  all  other  dotiei  ^ 
taxes  stood  upon  an  equal  footing  in  boA 
countries ;  as  to  the  land  tax,  it  wai  Sxd 
bv  solemn  and  natiomd  compact  at  the 
Treaty  of  Union. 
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Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  that  if  a  mi- 
litia for  Scotland  be  at  all  necessary,  it 
should  be  onlv  on  the  condition  of  JM^ot- 
laad  bearing  the  additional  expence,  tfbd 
hmng  that  burthen  on  her  own  lands, 
vrfaich  were  very  low  taxed,  and  not  pay 
it  oat  of  the  customs  and  excises,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  was  already  appropriated. 
The  militia  was  a  force  raised  oy  Uie  land- 
owners to  defend  their  property ;  Uie  ex- 
pence  was  home  by  them,  and  directly 
paid  out  of  the  land  tax.    The  proportion 
which  Scotland  bore  of  that  tax  was  hard- 
ly worth  mentioning ;  one  county  in  Eng- 
land paying  more  than  the  whole  king- 
dom of  Scotland.      Besides,  the  share 
Scotland  bore  in  national  representation 
was  not  above  the  proportion  of  one  to 
eleven ;    so  that  taxing  it  in  any  light, 
eiilier  of  taxation  or  representatien,  Scot- 
land was  entitled  to  no  militia,  unless  she 
accepted  of  that  privilege,  and  took  it  with 
ill  ita  consequences;  namely,  defraying 
\he  whole  expence,  or  submitting  to  pay 
luch  a  proportion  of  the  land  tax,  as  would 
entitle  her  to  the  favour  she  seemed  so 
lesirous  of  obtaining. 

Sir  GUberi  Elliot  said,  a  well-ordered 
nUitia  in  Scotland  would  be  the  means  of 
giving  additional  security  to  the  whole 
aland ;  and  contended,  if  such  a  body  of 
Den  bad  existed  in  1725  and  1745,  those 
ebellions  would  have  been  crushed  in  the 
ommencement.  It  was  the  bad  poli^  of 
bose  times,  that  those  who  were  ill  aroct- 
d  to  the  government  were  provided  with 
le  means  of  disturbing  the  public  tran- 
uiUity,  while  those  who  were  loyal  sub- 
icts^  were  left  at  their  mercy,  naked  and 
elenceless. 

31  r.  Burke  said,  that  in  his  opinion, 
cotland  was  neither  properly  taxed,  nor 
Jly  represented ;  nor  until  she  was,  could 
le  be  entitled  to  the  favour  now  desired. 
be  numbers  to  be  embodied  in  both 
Dgdoms,  was  in  a  proportion  of  one  to 
rc9  whereas  Scotland  did  not  pay  above 
le-fortieth  of  the  land  tax,  the  very  spe- 
5o  tax  out  of  which  the  money  for  the 
ty  and  clothing  the  militia  was  to  be 
ttven.  He  therefore  could  not  possibly 
caceiv^  how  the  people  of  that  country 
tfxld  come  to  parliaiment,  and  expect  that 
l^ast  five-sixths  of  the  expence  should  be 
ici  by  English  land-owners.  It  was  an  ab- 
r€3ity  on  the  very  face  of  it ;  it  was  di- 
*dy  repugnant  to  the  first  principles  on 
kJch  a  national  militia  was  formed  or 
E  c3.  He  had  other  objections  against  the 
11  ;  one  was, -that  it  threw  more  power 


mto  the  hands  of  the  crown  than  had  hi*, 
therto  been  thought  consistent  with  public 
liberty.  In  king  William's  time,  when  one 
half  of  the  kingdom  w'bre  attached  to  their 
exiled  prince,  and  when  one  of  the  most 
powerful  ambitious  nAbarchs  that  ever  sat 
on  the  French  throne,  or  any  throng  in 
Europe  for  several  centuries,  and  who  •be- 
sides had  a  personal  enmity  to  our  newly- 
elected  king,  even  in  such  a  critical  season 
as  that,  7,000  standing  forces  were  thought 
fully  sufiident  to  protect  this  kingdom 
against  all  its  open  foes  and  secret  ene- 
mies; and  will  any  man  pretend  to  tell  us, 
that  a  standing  force  of  five  times  the  num- 
ber, in  times  of  profound  peace,  and  an 
English  militia  of  32,000  men,  are  not, 
when  none  of  those  causes  exist,  fully 
adequate  to  every  purpose  of  preserving 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  of  repelling  any 
attempts  of  our  foreign  enemies  ? 

Governor  Johnstone  allowed,  that  the 
land  tax  paid  by  Sc&tland,  bore  no  pro- 
portion to  the  proposed  number  to  be  em- 
bodied, but  that  was  but  one  tax ;  for  in 
every  other  respect  Scotland  paid  to  the 
extent  of  her  abilities ;  and  though  per- 
haps the  other  taxes  did  not  rise  in  pro* 
portion  as  they  had  done  in  Ensland,  that 
proved  no  more  than  that  the  lormer  had 
not  increased  equally  in  riches  with  the 
latter.  The  greatest  part  of  the  landed 
income  of  Scotland  was  spent  in  England, 
therefore  in  point  of  material  benefit,  the 
difference  was  very  little  to  this  country, 
whether  that  was  taxed  Sd.,  or  4^.  in  the 
pound;  for  the  money,  the  principal  as 
well  as  part  of  the  land  tax  thus  remitted, 
ultimately  centered  here.  The  present 
Bill  was  m  some  respects  better  than  the 
English  Militia  Act,  because  it  contained 
a  oause  that  no  man  should  be  permitted 
to  serve  twice  as  a  substitute,  which  would 
be  the  means  of  training  a  much  greater 
number  of  men  to  the  use  of  arms. 

Sir  Adam  Fergusson  disclaimed  all  local 
prejudices :  he  cud  not  take  up  the  matter 
as  a  Scotchman,  but  as  a  Briton,  because 
he  believed  it  would  be  a  means  of  pro- 
curing a  complete  national  defence.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  so  much  said  about 
the  disproportion  of  the  revenue  of  this 
country,  when  a  moment's  impartial  (Con- 
sideration would  point  out,  that  a  revenue 
could  not  be  raised  in  two  places  on  the 
same  sum.  The  greatest  part  of  the  land- 
ed income  arising  in  Scotland  was  drawn 
out  of -it  and  spent  here.  What  matter, 
then,  to  this  country,  whether  the  money 
was  collected  in  Middlesex  or  in  the  shire 
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of  Edinburgh  ?  If  it.made  aoy  difference, 
it  was  the  convenience  of  collecting  the 
revenues  on  the  spot*  But  besides  the 
revenues  acquired  in  this  manner,  how 
were  they  increased  through  the  medium 
of  our. manufactures?  Nay,  he  had  no 
doubt,  if  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  on 
the  English  manufactures  consumed  in 
Scotland,  were  properly  stated,  it  would 
exceed  the  whole  of  the  revenue,  arising 
from  the  consumption  of  all  North  Ame- 
rica. Look  at  the  labouring  man's  hat,  it 
IS  English.  Look  at  his  coat,  it  is  English. 
His  shoes,  stockings,  ahd  buckles  are  all 
English.  L6ok  again  at  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  every  rank,  from  the  duke  to 
the  peasant,  and  tneir  gowns,  ribbons,  &c. 
are  all  EnsJish.  He  observed  that  several 
persons  ofrank,  who  held  offices  of  sreat 
profit  in  Scotland,  resided  constantly  in 
England.  In  short,  as  the  Treaty  of 
Union  bad  abolished  the  names  of  Eng- 
lishman and  Scotchman,  and  united  them 
in  that  of  Briton,  he  wished  all  local  dis- 
tinctions to  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  Byng  was  of  opinion  that  no  neces- 
sity existed  for  a  militia  in  Scotland;  and 
as  there  did  not,  he  thought  it  would  be 
only  incurring  an  expence  to  answer  no 
beneficial  purpose  whatever. 

Sir  Cecu  IVray  said  he  had  been  always 
for  a  militia,  as  the  onlv  sure  and  safe 
constitutional  defence;  that  he  had  acted 
under  the  law  for  several  years  as  deputy- 
lieutenant,  and  experience  had  convinced 
him  how  well  suited  it  was  to  effect  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  first  established. 

The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 

'..,  March  Idt.  On  the  order  of  the  day 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Scotdb 
Militia  Bill, 

Mr.  GrenvUle  said,  that  not  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments 
on  tnis  Bill,  he  would  take  this  stage,  and 
move  an  instruction  which  would  at  least 
obviate  one  of  the  man  v  objections  be  had 
to  it.  He  could  not  help  thinking  it  in- 
cumbent on  its  supporters  to  evince  the 
three  subsequent  propositions;  1.  That 
the  present  situation  of  the  kingdom  re- 
quired an  extraordinary  force  of  6,000 
men  ;  2.  That  this  method  to  be  adopted 
is  the  cheapest ;  and  3.  That  Scotland  is 
the  place,  where,  from  local  circum- 
stances, these  troops  should  be  raised :  As 
he  could  not  agree  to  either  of  those  three 
propositions,  he  said  he  should  certainly 
combat  every  staee  of  the  Bill ;  and  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  the  inexpediency  of  it  on 
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those  three  grounds.  He  condaded  bj 
stating  the  expence  of  the  proposed  coipi; 
the  estimate  of  which  for  ^«ijsheEUkcd 
to  be  S^yQYO/.  and  if  embodidl,  the  psj 
for  13  months  would  be  104,440/.  to  be 
paid,  from  a  land-tax  produciog  at  4i.  is 
the  pound,  47,954^  U.  2d  In  answer  to 
some  assertions  relative  to  the  refeoQaof 
Scotland,  he  begged  leave  to  produce aone 
original  papers,  by  which  he  stated  tbe 
gross  revenue  of  that  kingdom  to  be  to 
reduced  by  mtsmanagement  of  every  kmd, 
as  to  produce  on  the  average  of  ten  yens, 
the  verv  inconsiderable  sum  of  94,9(52. 
clear  of  the  barons  warrants,  drawbada^ 
and  charges  of  management,  of  which  iqb 
the  land  paid  47,954/.  the  malt  \9M 
the  customs  and  excise  lSfB55L  tiu 
stamps,  seizures,  crown-rents  and  odiff 
articles  14,156/.  He  next  stated  tbe  de- 
mands even  on  this  trifling  sum,  befoieit 
could  be  remitted  to  the  Excheqoer,  k 
roads,  fortifications,  ordnance,  staff  nd 
military  establishment,  all  which  were  o* 
pences  immediately  incurred  for  thatla» 
dom.  He  assured  the  House,  that  m  or 
from  undervaluing  the  Scotch  revenoe,  he 
had  in  many  instances  even  over-chaigdl 
it,  by  taking  it  at  the  period  at  wbidk 
was  the  highest,  and  stating  the  laad^ 
at  4«.  in  the  pound.  He  concluded  W 
calling  on  the  justice,  the  honour,  aoddi 
generosity  of  that  kingdom,  to  conaeolti 
a  proposition  which  would  not  diav  m 
shilling  from  their  country,  and  wliicb,  I 
the  Bill  were  to  pass,  would  make  the  ttk 
sure  l^ss  obnoxious,  and  less  invidiMli 
England.  He  moved,  *'  Thatitbeaaiih 
struction  to  the  committee,  that  they^ 
make  provision  in  the  said  BiU,  for  i* 
recting  and  enabling  the  commissiofienb 
be  named  under  the  said  Bill,  to  nuefl' 
levy,  on  their  respective  counties  t 
places,  such  sums  as  shall  be  fij^i^ 
to  defray  the  expences  of  the  militia  toti 
raised  within  the  same,  such  cesB  orhf 
to  be  made  in  the  same  manner,  aodialii 
same  proportion,  as  the  land-tax  li 
usually  been  levied  in  such  county  t 
place." 

Mr.  T.  Tovonshend  said,  the  wdii 
the  motion  contained  almost  every  wf 
necessary  to  convince  every  pc<*^ 
had  considered  the  subject.  If  Soow 
is  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  Eogka^' 
respect  of  constitutioniu  defence,  whyi' 
take  the  institution  vrith  all  its  ovi^ 
quences  of  pay,  as  well  as  establiduii^ 
The  English  surdy  would  deaerre  l»» 
both  pitied  and  contemned^  abouid  vf 
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be  such  Aijfes  to  conflent  to  so  monstrous 
and  unreasonable  a  proposition* 

Sir  Adam  Fergmson  insisted^  that  Scot- 
land had  as  good  a  right  to  have  her  mili- 
tia paid  out  of  the  taxes,  as  England.  He 
W9»  astonished  how  any  man  could  seri- 
pufily  propose  to  tax  them  locally,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  their  own  militia,  when 
they  had  for  so  many  years  coatributed 
towards  the  payment  of  4he  militia  in  this 
part  of  the  Jcingdom,  though  partially  de- 
prived of  such  an  establishment  uiem- 
lelves. 

Sir  Gilbert  EtUot  expressed  his  asto- 
tushment  that  gentlemen. should  think  of 
making  their  militia  a  provincial  affair ;  it 
vas  not  intended  as  a  partial  benefit  to  a 
particular  part  of  this  island,  but  as  a  plan 
rf  general  utility,  and  a  means  of  security 
to  the  nation  at  large*  He  agreed  to  the 
bon«  mover's  account  of  the  Scotch  reve- 
nue; but  contended,  that  great  sums  were 
ipeot  in  England  by  Scotch  gentlemen, 
vbom  he  would  call  resident  absentees,  and 
^y  persons  who  resorted  to  London  for 
liqusement  or  on  business.  Great  stress 
M  been  laid  on  the  circumstance  that 
Bao^nd  did  not  contribute  proportionably 
fo  the  land-tax  with  England ;  for  huf  part 
leiad  no  objection  to  the  removbg  that 
pip^iment,  nor  did  he  doubt,  if  an  equal 
Wd-tax  took  place,  that  Scotland,  instead 
tS  being  a  loser  by  such  a  regulation, 
rould  bo  a  very  considerable  gainer. 

Mr.  Tamnsfimd^  ri^plied,  that  the  argu** 
peats  of  the  right  hpn.  gentleman  proved 
foo  much,  or  proved  nothing ;  they  proved 
bat  Ireland  apd  America  were  taxed,  be- 
paose  they  purchased  obtain  commodities 
B,tbis  country,  nayi  that  every  foreign  na- 
lon  in  Europe,  contributed  to  our  bur- 
l^ns,  because  they  are  the  consumers  of 
tome  of  our  {manufactures.  In  point  of 
ihpi&Qtaes  and  residents,  the  same  argu- 
lient,  held  good ;  for  he  knew  no  part  of 
^.dfHpinions  of  the  British  crown  from 
rhich  there  were  not  persons  constantly 
lesiding  in  London  and  other  parts  of 
England.  I^e  wentfMrther;  he  contend- 
i4>  that  he  did  not  know  a  county  in  Eng- 
and  that  might  not  urge  the  saqae  plea 
rith  equal  weight  and  plausibility.  IVe 
^y  duties,  for  we  are  the  consumers, 
d^r  gentlemen  of  landed  property  are  ab- 
lent  for  nearly  six  months  in  the  year ;  Uie 
NToduce  of  their  estates  is  spent  in  Mid- 
Desex,  therefore  as  we  do  not  pay  any 
hing  like  a  proportionable  share  of  the 
apdftax,  give  us  a  militia,  but  do  not 
Mige^ns  to  Qontribute  to  its  support.    He 
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insisted,  that  the  militia  would  be  better 
exercised,  better  disciplined,  and  in  every 
respect  more  properly  regulated,  by  mak- 
ing the  tax  local,  as  it  would  be  a  controul 
on  the  spot,  and  would  thereby  prevent 
those  abuses  which  pass  by  unnoticed, 
when  the  support  was  to  be  drawn  out  of 
a  general  fund,  in  wliich  no  body  of  men 
could  claim  a  distinct  property.  He  spoke 
of  the  Highland  independent^  companies, 
and  observed  what  little  service  they  were 
of,  for  at  one  time,  when  general  Wade 
received  them,  they  were  found  to  be  de- 
ficient at  least  one  half,  on  which  he  re- 
primanded lord  Lovat,  and  complained  to 
Iiis  lordship  by  message,  how  very  incom- 
plete his  corps  in  particular  happened  to 
be ;  to  which  Lovat  replied.  That  signifies 
very  little,  I  can  have  1,200  men  to  turn 
out  upon  any  service,  whenever  I  please. 

Lord  Nt^th  was  against  the  motion. 
He  said  he  never  entertained  an  idea  that 
a  local  tax  would  be  proposed  instead  of  a 
national  one.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  national  establishment  would  be 
an- additional  security  to  the  united  king- 
dom, and  as  such  should  be  taken  up  and 
supported  on  the  most  liberal  ground. 

The  House  divided  :  For  the  motion  54. 
A^nst  it  67#  The  Bill  was  then  com- 
mitted. 

March  90.  On  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  into  consideration  thei  report  of  the 
Scotch  MiliUa  Bill, 

Mr.  T.  Totoiuhend  moved  to  put  it  off 
to  this  day  four  months.  He  said,  it  was 
to  the  last  degree  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  Englaqd  should  bear  the  expence  of 
a  land-tax  in  so  monstrous  a  disproportion. 
If  Scotland  wants  a  militia,  in  God's  name 
let  her  have  it,  but  let  her  pay  for  it.  If 
she  shuns  tho  expence,  either  by  way  of  a 
county  rate,  or  contributing  nroportionably 
with  this  part  of  the  unitea  kingdom,  to 
the  very  t^  which  is  particularly  appro- 
priated to  defraying  tne  charge  of  the 
militia,  what  is  that  but  in  other  words 
telling  us,  we  want  such  an  establishment, 
but  we  have  the  modesty  to  expect  that 
you  will  agree  to  be  at  the  expence  ? 

Mr.  Powys  seconded  the  motion,  and 
observed,  that  North  Britain  does  not  pay 
above  the  one-fortieth  part  of  the  land- 
tax,  though  the  value  of  the  lands  is  about 
one-sixth.  The  present  Bill  kept  the  last 
proportion  in  view,  but  made  no  provision 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  militia,  thus  to 
be  raised  and  embodied.  Therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  Scotland  should  haye  the  option 


1«35]        16  GEORGE  III. 


Delate  in  the  Commons  on  a  BUI 


[12S6 


of  contributing  her  full  share  to  the  land* 
tax  and  to  have  a  militia  according  to  that 

J  proportion,  or  of  paying  the  militia  by  a 
oca)  tax.  If  she  refused  to  consent  to 
either  of  those  propositions,  he  trusted 
there  was  not  one  Englishman  in  that 
House,  who  could  so  far  forget  the  duty 
he  owed  to  his  constituents,  or  the  interests 
and  honour  of  his  country,  as  to  vote  for 
the  Bill. 

Lord  Mounfstuartp  who  brought  in  the 
Bill,  supported  it.  He  said,  a  national 
militia  was  the  great  constitutional  bulwark 
of  this  kingdom,  and  why  exclude  any 
part  of  the  united  kingdoms  from  contribut- 
ing to  the  general  security  ?  He  observed, 
that  the  people  of  England  were  trained 
to  the  use  of  arms,  while  Scotland  was  lefl 
weak  and  defenceless ;  that  the  land-tax 
was  no  fair  cfiterion  of  what  Scotland 
really  contributed  towards  the  common 
support,  for  her  consumption  of  conmio- 
dities,  which  paid  duties  here,  was  very 
considerable,  and  one  half  of  the  produce 
of  the  lands  of  that  country,  he  believed, 
was  expended  in  this.  As  a  proof  of  the 
weakness  of  government  there,  he  said  a 
cmuggling  cutter  with  a  few  guns  and  90 
men,  had  last  year  come  into  the  Firth  of 
Forth,  and  landed  her  cargo  in  the  middle 
of  the  day ;  that  the  excise  officers  applied 
for  a  Serjeant  and  12  men,  but  none  were 
to  be  had,  but  such  as  were  at  so  great  a 
distance,  that  the  smugglers  had  time  to 
dispose  of  their  cargo,  and  to  retire  un- 
molested, before  the  detachment  arrived. 
Sir  P.  (/.  Clerke  was  iigainst  the  Bill. 
He  said  he  could  not  imagine,  however 
confident  of  their  great  power  and  in- 
fluence the  Scotch  nation  might  be,  how 
they  could  possibly  expect,  that  besides 

{)aying  their  land-tax  for  them,  we  should 
ikewise  be  at  the  expence  of  paying  their 
militia. 

Mr.  H,  W.  Hartley  declared  his  disap- 
probation of  the  BiU.  He  iosisted,  that 
the  whole  matter  lay  within  a  narrow  com- 
pass. Is  Scotland  willing  to  support  her 
own  militia  by  a  local  tax,  or  by  contribut- 
ing proportionably  to  the  land-tax ;  or  is 
she  not  r  If  she  be,  I  see  no  reason  why 
flhe  should  be  debarred  that  privilege,  if 
ahe  be  not,  I  iake  it,  she  is  not  really  in 
earnest,  or  she  thinks  that  England  is  as 
forgetful  of  her  own  honour  as  she  is  blind 
to  her  interests,  by  even  Iktening  to  such 
a  proposition. 

Mr.  Turner  said  he  lived  near  the  sea, 
and  had  always  observed  that  *  the  militia 
Were  the  greatest  smugglers  in  the  whole 


country,  except  another  description  of  isen 
the  noble  lord  mentioned,  the  cuttonh 
house  ofl&cers,  and  such  as  they  secredj 
permitted,  who  were  sharers  in  theprofiti. 

Mr.  Stanhope  condemned  the  Bill 
throughout.  He  spoke  of  the  expenoe, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  nation^  of  the  com- 
plexion of  the  Bill,  and  the  uoconsdtn- 
tional  power  it  would  put  into  the  Kiog^ 
hands,  of  disarming  the  militia  at  w 
pleasure,  perhaps  when  their  aid  wsi 
most  wanted.  Is  it  possiUe  that  the 
noble  lord  on  the  Treaaury-bendi  en 
come  into  this  House,  and  give  a  B3I 
his  countenance  and  support,  by  wbid 
such  an  expence  is  to  be  mcurred,  aod  it 
the  same  time  assure  his  Majesty  tliat  le 
could  not  pay  a  civil  list  debt  «f 
5Q0fiKXA.>  Or  dfoes  his  lordship  think  tint 
the  clause  where  the  3  guineas  per  on 
may  be  given,  will  recruit  the  army,  and 
save  the  trouble  and  expenoe  of  sendiDg  i 
body  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  Amerio^ 
to  cut  the  throats  of  our  fellow-subjects  n 
that  country?  He  then  enumerated  r> 
veral  of  the  expences  incurred  last  jev, 
and  predicted  that  we  must  either  by  oo 
new  taxes,  or  submit  to  pay  a  premiam  tf 
50  per  cent,  on  our  contracts,  to  the  whok 
tribe  of  money  jobbers,  contractors,  Ac. 

Mr.  Sawbridfre  condemned  militittii 
general.    He  said  they  could  be  noloDgef 
deemed  a  constitutional  defence,  ander 
the  immediate  controul  and  direction  d 
the  people ;  for  by  the  Bill  passed  befae 
Christmas,  they  were  rendered  a  staodjtf 
army,  as  much  as  the  body  of  men  whin 
passed  under  that  name,  the  King  hiri^ 
It  in  his  power  to  call  them  out  on  theooit 
frivolous  occasions,  and  when  theyvcn 
embodied,  of  employing  thenuinanyio^ 
vice  and  for  what  purpose  he  pleased.  Hi 
said  he  knew  many  of  the  gentlemen  it 
Scotland,  who  were  as  warm  assertona 
freedom  as  any  in  that  House;  but  tin 
body  of  the  people  were  in  geneni  tiD^ 
tured  with   notions  of  despotism;  their 
laws  and  education  inclined  tbem  f^ 
way ;  he  should  therefore  be  uowillfflg  to 
trust  them  with  such  an  estabiishtBOi^i 
for  when  t&ey  once  got  arms  in  their  bm 
their  dispositions  uniting  with  their  mie* 
rests,  might  render  them  fit  instnuneott* 
the  hands  of  a  treacherous,  tyrannic  vA 
unprincipled  administration.  Heinstoneea 
this  in  tne  spirit  shewn  in  the  addreM 
which  came  from  that  country,  w^^^ 
though  they  did  not  say  that  they  •«* 
ready  to  cut  the  throaU  of  every  »■»■ 
Americai  they  hinted  pratty  raaadlytttf 
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tiey  were  ready  and  wiUiog,  whenever  bis 
^jesty  thought  proper,  to  cut  the  throats 
if  their  fellow  subjecta  at  home.  He  ob- 
enredy  likewise,  that  the  exception  be 
Bade  in  favour  of  individuals,  did  not  con- 
radict  his  general  assertions,  for  there 
rere  worthy  valuable  men  in  the  most 
[espotic  countries ;  and  that  he  believed 
sore  addresses  were  presented  from  Scot« 
ind,  than  there  were  towns,  villages,  and 
lamlets  in  the  whole  kincdom. 
Lord  North  supported  the  Bill  on  the 
[round  of  constitutional  defence.  He 
ould  not  agree  in  the  construction  put  on 
be  Scotch  addresses.  He  could  see  no* 
liing  contained  in  them  which  would  ad- 
lit  of  such  an  interpretation.  He  iroa- 
.ined  the  hon.  gentleman  read  and  run,  or 
iherwise  he  could  not  have  possibly  hit 
n  such  a  construction  as  that  they 
ffered  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  fellow- 
ubjecta,  either  at  home  or  in  America. 
.  The  House  divided :  For  Mr.  Towns- 
lend's  motion  112 ;  Against  it  9S.  So  the 
)ill  was  lost. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Bill  for 
hortemng  the  Duration  of  Parliaments,! 
Harch  6.  Mr.  Sawbridge  made  his  annual 
DOtion,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
iin  for  shortening  the  duration  of  parlia- 
lents. 

Mr.  Turner  8ec(mded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bulk  As  1  consider  the 
(uestion  now  before  us  of  infinite  impor« 
ince,  I  cannot  content  myself  with  giving 
i  a  silent  vote.  The  frequent  instructions 
or  constituents  have  given,  to  attempt  in 
his  instance  a  restoration  of  the  constitu- 
ion,  is  to  me  an  additional  recommenda- 
ion  of  it.  The  livery  of  London,  Sir,  are 
ke  most  numerous  body  of  electors  in  the 
ingdom ;  and  I  can  with  confidence  as- 
srt,  that  on  this  point  the  greatest  unani- 
lity  prevails  amongst  them.  In  this  re- 
pect  they  are  bv  no  means  singular ;  for 
i  you  refer  to  the  opinions  of  all  parties, 
I  delivered  in  an  almost  infinite  number 
f  instructions  and  recommendations  from 
lie  year  1716,  when  that  violation  of  the 
eonle's  rights,  the  Septennial  Act,  passed, 
» tne  present  time,  you  will  find,  tnat  the 
Imost  dread  and  apprehension  of  the  evil 
oosequences  of  that  Act  are  expressed, 
ccompanied  with  the  most  earnest  recom- 
nendations  to  their  representatives,  to  ob* 
lin  a  repeal  of  it,  that  the  people  may  be 
liereby  restored  to  their  ancient  right  of 
irequently  electing  new  parliaments.  The 
OQcaning  testimony  of  all  sorts  of  men. 


on  a  great  variety  of  occasions,  it  might 
reasonably  be  supposed,  would  obtain  with- 
out difficulty  a  point  so  important  to  their 
interests ;  and  but  for  the  experience  pf 
many  years,  it  would  be  thougnt  incredi- 
ble, that  the  bulk  of  the  people  should  thus 
earnestly  solicit,  and  yet  solicit  in  vain. 
Short  parliaments,  Sir,  are  essential  to  the 
security  of  English  liberty.  Power  cannot 
revert  too  often  to  thoseto  whom  it  belongs; 
and  the  more  frequent  the  appeal  is  made  to 
the  people,  the  more  entire  will  be  their 
confidence  in  the  executive  parts  of  go- 
vernment. I  consider  the  many  calamities 
which  we  at  present  labour  under,  as  re- 
sulting from  long  parliaments ;  under  their 
sanction  and  influence  corruption  has  been 
reduced  to  a  system ;  and  it  will  be  happy 
for  posterity  if  it  does  not  eventually  sap 
the  very  foundations  of  our  once  glorious 
constitution,  and  overwhelm  it  m  irre- 
trievable destruction.  Bad  ministers  con- 
fide in  long  parliaments,  and  consider  them 
as  their  great  security.  Hence  it  is  the 
people  are  surprized  and  betrayed,  one 
parliament  suddenly  dissolved,  and  ano- 
ther speedily  elected,  and  power  thereby 
almost  perpetuated.  But  for  this  security 
can  it  be  supposed,  that  in  our  days  we 
should  have  seen  such  undue  exertions  ot 
ministerial  power,  as  the  people  have  com- 
plained of?  Should  we  have  seen  the  glo- 
ries of  a  successful  war  obscured  by  a 
shameful  and  ignominious  peace?  The 
privileges  oi  the  members  of  this  House 
sacrificed,  in  the  person  of  an  individual,  to 
private  resentment;  the  rights  of  the  elec- 
tors violated;  enormous  sums  granted 
without  enquirv,  and  without  account  ; 
Popery  establisl^ed  under  a  Protestant  go- 
vernment ;  and  a  long  black  catalogue  ot 
other  enormities?  Should  we.  Sir,  have 
had  these  things  to  complain  of,  but  for  the 
influence  of  corruption,  and  that  increas- 
ed and  established  by  long  parliaments  ? 

I  will  venture  to  say  we  should  not.  J. 
will  only  add,  that  if  we  have  any  regard 
for  the  virtue  of  the  people;  if  we  wish 
to  preserve  the  constitution  and  all  that  is 
dear  to  a  free  nation ;  if  we  respect  the 
opinions  of  a  manifest  majority  of  our 
constituents;  and  if  we  have  any  regard  to 
our  own  reputation  as  independent  men  ; 
and  as  uncontaminated  by  ministerial  in- 
fluence, we  shall  all  give  our  most  hearty 
Amen  to  this  question. 

Sir  George  Yonge  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
motion. 

There  was  no  reply.  The  House  di- 
vided*   Forthe  motion  64 ;  agabst  it  1S8» 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  ike  ArmyEx* 
traordinaries.']  March  11.  In  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  Lord  Barriogton  moved, 
«<  That  84'5,165/.  Us.  8^.  be  granted  to- 
l^ards  defraying  the  extraordlliaiy  ex- 
pences  of  the  land  forces;  and  other  ser- 
vices  incurred,  between  the  9th  of  March 
1775,  and  Slst  of  January  1776/' 

Colonel  Barre  said  the  annals  of  this 
country  did  not  furnish  another  instance 
in  whidi  a  nominal  body  of  11,000  men, 
never  amounting  at  any  time  within  the 
period  mentioned  in  the  resolution  to 
above  8,500  effective  men,  had  cost  the 
nation  so  much  money.  The  campaign  of 
Bunker's-hili  and  Lexington  was  ludicrous- 
ly compared  with  the  glorious  campaigns  of 
the  immortal  John  duke  of  Marlborough ; 
and  the  forcing  the  lines  thrown  up  by 
8  mob  in  the  course  of  a  summer's  night, 
opposed  to  the  victories  of  Blenheim, 
Schellenburgh,  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar. 
ieind  Minorca,  the  traversing  the  vast  cir- 
cuit of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  by  lord  Pe- 
terborough, and  the  renowned  impressions 
made  by  the  duke  of  Ormond  at  Vigo  and 
Fort  St.  Mary*  Mystic  river  was  com- 
pared to  the  Danube ;  and  the  operations 
of  a  war  that  pervaded  half  Europe,  and 
~ui  which  a  British  army  and  foreigners  in 
British  pay,  amounting  to  70,000  men, 
had  rendfered  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
British  arms  immortal,  was  balanoed  against 
those  carried  on  within  a  circuit  of  little 
more  extent  than  what  is  taken  up  by  the 
acite  of  this  metropolis.  The  expence  of 
the  former  was  shewn  to  amount  to  a  sum 
not  more  than  two  millions,  while  the  other, 
including  the  expences  of  the  fleet,  cost 
nearly  three  millions,  the  very  extraordi- 
naries  and  ordnance  service  alone  amount- 
ing to  1,300,000/.  He  eulogy  zed  general 
Montgomiery,  the  account  of  whose  death 
in  an  attempt  to  take  Quebec  by  escalade, 
had  arrived  but  a  few  days  before. 

Mr.  Burke  drew  several  comparisons 
between  the  victories  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  those 
of  the  noble  lord,  (North)  and  con- 
-  fended,  that  the  campaign  which  gave  the 
great  continent  of  North  America  to  this 
country,  though  the  force  consisted  of 
40,000  men,  fell  considerabfy  short  of  the 
expence  of  maintaininff  8,000  wretched 
men,  starved,  disgraced,  and  cooped  up 
in  the  single  town  of  Boston.  He  paid 
very  high  compliments  to  general  Mont- 
gomery, who  had  conquered  two-thirds  of 
Canada,  in  one  campaign. 

Mr.  Fox  vied  with  Mr.  Burke  in  hla 
eulogium  of  general  MoQtgomery.   / 
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Lord  North  censured  what  he  aSM 
this  unqualified  liberality  of  the  praiiei 
bestowed  OU' general  Montgomery,  dj  the 
gentlemen  in  opposition,  becaoae  tiiey wnv 
bestowed  upon  a  rebel ;  and  said,  he  could 
not  join  in  lamenting  his  death  at  a  pobSe 
loss.  He  admitted  indeed,  that  he  wn 
brave,  able,  humane,  generous;  batttfll 
he  was  only  a  brave,  able,  faomane,  and 
generous  rebel ;  and  said,  that  the  vast 
of  the  tragedy  of  Cato  might  be  applied- 
to  him — 


"  Gene  oo  his  Tiriaas,  tboj^re  vmd<m&  lui 

Mr.  Fox  rose  a  second  time,  and  nid, 
the  term  *  rebel,'  applied  by  the  noble  M 
to  that  excellent  person,  was  no  certaa 
mark  of  disgrace,  and  therefore  he  was  (he 
less  earnest  to  clear  him  of  the  impatati«B; 
for  that  all  the  great  assertors  or  libeiif, 
the  saviours  of  their  country,  the  beneft^ 
tors  of  mankind,  in  all  ages,  had  been  cafaf 
rebels ;  that  they  even  owed  the  cooMiflh 
tion,  which  enabled  them  to  rit  in  tli 
House,  to  a  rebellion : 

*  sunt  bic  etiam  ram  ptvmm  lad^ 
*.6ont  lachryoMB  reram   et.  meotem 
'  tangunt.' 

Lord  North  said,  whatever  uoc 
this  dispiite  with  America  might 
whatever  consequences  it  might  have,  hi 
hoped  it  would  be  recollected,  he  had  Ml 
raised,  had  not  disturbed  the  question.  K 
was  in  agitation  before  he  came  into  ofca 
He  found  it  there. 

Governor  Johnstone  expresaed  hisfll^ 
nishment  at  this  declaration,  thus  atteMd 
in  the  face  of  his  country !  in  the  ftce  4 
the  House  I  He  instanced  the  Tea  Di|| 
and 

Lord  North  suddenly  said^  siioidd  hi 
answer  that ! — ^The  duty  was  not  laid  # 
by  him,  he  only  carried  it  foi^anL 

Governor  Johnstone  to  exptatn,  md,9 
was  very  disordefly  to  interrupt  Iubs  hi 
that  very  abrapt  manner.  However,  li 
thought  the  noble  lord's  explanation 
dicatioik  4>f  himself,  made  the 
times  worse  against  him. 

The  House  divided ;  For  it  180 ; 
it  57. 

March  i%  Sir  Chailes  WhitwMk  l» 
ported  the  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Hartley  lamented  the  state  ef  it 
oppressed  and  almost  ruined  cotmiry;   S 
ooserved,  it  was  n6t  that  the  war  w 
just,  cruel,  and  unnatural ;  ^at  C^ 
try  was  left  naked  and  d^ebcdeaaf 
the  expences  were  already  enormoaa;  iW 
,  the  fund  which  was  appropriated  fo  "^ 
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nrpoBe  cf  reducing  the  public  debts,  bb  a 
acurity  to  our  public  creditors  in  case  of 
MIciencieS)  and  as  a  dernier  resource  in 
sie  of  an  attack  from  our  natural  enemies, 
ras  already  aonrtleipated  for  many  years  to 
Hme ;  these  matters,  hoirever  terrible  in 
beir  appearance,  or  dreadful  in  their  oon- 
fequenoes,  were  already  known  or  fore- 
sen :   but  it  was  the  confidence  with 
rfaich  ministers    asked,  and  the   ready 
ompliance  of  parliament  with  every  re* 
uisition,   without  either  examining  the 
ature  of  the  services,  or  afterwards  eo- 
airing  into  the  expenditure,  that  asto- 
iibed  him.    Such,  in  a  great  measure, 
ias  the  nature  of  the  account  of  extraor- 
fnaries  now  before  them.    He  should  not 
Bt3r  into  a  minute  examination  of  the 
Mreral  items  which  had  swelled  that  very 
Ktraordinary  account,  but  he  would  be 
Uiged  to  the  noble  lord  ^North)  if  he 
^Id  give  the  explanation  ne  declined  to 
ife  the  other  night  in  debate,  though 
fteo  pressed.     The  matter  he  desired  to 
ive  cleared  up,  was  the  requisition  made 
y  the  commander  in  chief  for  100,000/., 
od  the  credit  taken  for  that  sum  without 
^g  accomiMinied  by  a  single  voucher. 
te  observed,  that  there  were  vouchers 
Mr  the  rest,  stating  to  whom  the  payments 
^e  made,  but  not  one  of  the  actual  ex- 
mditore.    He   begged  the  noble   lord 
ould  explain  to  the  House  the  nature  of 
b  transaction  ;  at  present  k  bore  a  very 
Mnge  appearance.    He  observed,  that 
lere  was  a  circumstance  attending  money 
letters  now,  tfaat  was,  he  believed,  never 
Bfbre  known   or  practised  even  by  the 
Qble  lord ;  that  was,  ministers  refused  to 
BBture  at  a  gross  computation,  what  the 
Kpence  of  the  extraorainaries  of  the  suc- 
Bedtng  campaign  would  amount  to.    He 
fed  heard  it  dropped  in  debate,  that  they 
tmld  rise  thjg  year  to  the  monstrous  sum 
f  four  minimis.    Terrible  as  these  tidings 
isre,  he  should  be  glad  to   know  the 
tHrtt ;  not  to  come  day  after  day  to  that 
louse,  and  hear  some  new  demand  made, 
iider  a  fresh  pretence  and  another  deno- 
linatioc,  though  all  directed  to  the  same 
^rvice.    If,  therefore,  the  minister,  as  he 
ust  by  this  time  know  what  his  plan  was. 
Id  the  probable  expences  of  carrying  it 
ito  execution,  would  rise,  and  flurly  and 
^nuoualy  st^ate  the  grt>S8  computation, 
it  House  would  then  know  what  they 
itf  t<y  expect,  what  they  were  to  grant  an 
Be  side,  aiid  what  they  were  to  get  in 
^rn  on  the  other,  and  of  course  be  en- 
ited  to   balance  the  certain  expence 


against  the  probable  or  possible  benefits 
promised  to  accrue  from  the  measlires 
now  pursuing. 

Lord  North  observed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  gave  a  credit  and  appellation  to 
the  papers  on  the  table  which  they  did  not 
deserve^  for  they  were  not  vouchers.  The 
vouchers  were  yet  to  come,  and  would 
contain  a  precise  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture, and  then  the  House  would  nave  a 
full  ppportunitv  to  examine  them.  As  to 
the  100,000/.  drawn  by  the  commander  ia 
chief,  for  which  no  account  of  any  kind 
appeared,  that  could  be  easily  explained, 
for  it  was  so  much  in  advance  to  remain  in 
bis  hands,  and  for  which  he  must  be  ac« 
countable  till  he  shews  the  particular  ser^ 
vices  for  which  it  was  issued.  The  usual 
manner  of  conducting  this  business,  was 
for  the  commander  in  chief  to  draw  on  the 
deputy  paymaster-general ;  but  it  being 
found  that  it  was  much  more  advantageous' 
to  remit  than  draw,  that  mode  was  discon- 
tinued, and  the  present  adbpted  in  ita 
stead,  as  it  would  be  a  considerable  saving, 
to  the  public.  He  said,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  in  asserting,  that  the 
permitting  the  commander  in  ,  chief  to 
draw  was'  never  known,  for  it  was  alwayt 
the  case  in  reapect  to  extraordinartes* 
'  The  very  nature  of  the  expence,  and  thsi 
manner  it  was  incurred,  made  it  neces- 
sary. It  was  uncertain ;  a  pre? ious  credit 
was  necessary,  and  the  amount  could  not 
be  known,  nor  the  balance  struck,  till  the 
several  articles  were  brought  into  account^ 
a<^companied  by  the  proper  vouchers; 
that  this  had  not  been  the  case  formerly 
in  America,  for  as  there  were  no  extraor- 
dinaries  till  since  the  late  war,  by  way  of 
establishment,  no  previous  credit  of  thia 
kind  consequently  subsisted: 

Mr.  Demj^er  spoke  of  the  conse- 
quences arising  from  the  contracts  in  ge- 
neral. He  said,  every  country  where 
such  a  system  was  permitted  to  prevail, 
must,  in  the  end,  be  undone ;  and  he  had 
little  doubt  that  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  buKhens  we  now  labour  under  have 
been  incurred  through  the  means  of  jobs 
and  contractors.  When  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  being  in  the  direction  of  a  certain 
great  company,  the  evi!  was  felt,  and  ha 
and  some  other  gentlemen  in  the  direction' 
determined  toj^rovide  some  means  of  r^* 
moving  it.  Ine  court  of  dn^ctors  at 
lenffth  agreed  to  advertise  the  contracts^ 

Iand  the  consequence  was,  that  they  not 
only  made  a  very  considerabUe  saving,  but 
the  artidea  wevw  much'  better  that  were 
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furnished  in  this  waj  than  before  die  con- 
tracts were  laid  open.  He  recommended 
this,  or  some  other  similar  plan  to  the  mi- 
sister,  and  assured  him  that  very  singular 
advantages  would  accrue  therebv  to  the 
public,  as  the  articles  would  be  both 
cheaper,  and  of  superior  quality-  He 
concluded  with  observing,  that  jobbers 
and  contractors  were  at  once  the  disgrace 
and  curse  of  this  country,  a  well-authenti- 
cated instance  of  which  happened  during 
the  late  war,  of  a  person  whose  contract 
amounted  only  to  1,300,000^.  but  whose 
net  profits  were  full  800,000/. 

Sic  Joseph  Mavobey  bestowed  almost 
^ery  opprobrious  epithet  in  the  English 
language  on  the  American  war.  He  said 
it  was  cruel,  unjust,  villainous,  and  that 
be  trusted  God  and  man  would  unite  in 
reprobating  it.  He  was  no  less  severe  on 
its  advisers  and  conductors.  He  observ- 
ed, that  the  noble  lord  who  lately  presided 
in  the  department  to  which  American  af- 
fiurs  more  peculiarly  belonged,  was  too 
honest  and  conscientious  to  persist  in  so 
bloody  and  inhuman  a  business.  He  ab- 
horred the  thought  of  embruing  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  his  innocent  unoffisnding 
fellow-subjects,  and  resigned  his  office 
sooner  than  co*operate  in  so  flaeitious  a 
work.  It  is  true,  he  was  suocaeded  by  a 
poble  lord  now  sitting  opposite,  (lord 
G.  Gennaine)  who,  he  presumed,  imagined 
he  was  acting  right,  but  whose  schemes  of 
unconditional  submission,  he  hoped  he 
would  never  be  able  to  effect.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  majorities  who  daily  sanc- 
tioned, the  present  measures  would  sorely 
repent  of  it ;  and  recommended  the  country 
gentlemen  to  seriously  reflect  on  the  oon- 
sequeiices,  when  the  additional  shilling  on 
the  land  would  not  half  defray  the  account 
pf  eztraordinaries,  which  was  at  present 
the  subject  of  consideration.  If,  then,  such 
an  enormous  expence  was  incurred  for  the 
maintenance  or  6,000  men  confined  in 
Boston,  would  any  j^rson  rise  and  say, 
that  the  whole  of  6f.  in  the  pound,  instead 
of  four,  would  defray  even  the  eztraordi- 
naries  of  the  army  that  was  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign  I 
It  was  plain  it  could  not,  for  it  was  already 
confessed,  that  the  extraordinaries  would 
amount  to  four  millions,  and  a  land-tax  of 
^.  in  the  pound  would  be  consideriEdi>ly 
short  of  three,  perhaps  not  quite  two  and 
a  half,  after  allowing  for  the  deficiencies. 
Where  then  are  the  supplies  to  come 
from  ?  You  cannot  devise  a  tax  that  will 
not  cause  a  dcfiJcatiop  in  some  other. 
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The  excise  and  customs  will  not  prodnoi 
a  single  shilling  more :  and  if  thej  diooU, 
your  trade,  manu&ctures,  and  commcroe, 
will  be  ruined,  if  you  attempt  to  lay  on  snv 
new  duties.  He  then  addrened  \aami 
to  lord  Howe  and  general  Burpoyne^aiid 
after  giving  testimony  to  their  penooal 
worth,  expressed  his  astonisfameot  thik 
such  men  would  be  concerned  ia  lo  iii&- 
mous  and  diabolical  a  business;  and  owaed, 
that  however  he  might  esteem  them  as  neo, 
he  wished  that  they  might  not  succeed; 
but  that  the  cause  of  justice,  huoMnitj, 
freedom,  and  the  constitution,  might  pre- 
vail. Administration  might  pride  tm- 
selves  in  their  great  majorities;  hot  he 
trusted  the  day  was  not  fieir  oi^  when  thej 
would  be  brought  to  a  severe  acooont  for 
the  destruction  in  which  they  were  wn* 
tonly  involving  their  country,  in  order  td 
accomplish  a  detestable  plan  ofdesporiaii 

Governor  Johnstone  was  very  severe  <■ 
contracts  and  contractors,  particalari j  ■ 
relation  to  two  articles  in  the  accoontpiid 
to  Mr.  A.  Bacon,  for  the  hire  of  viepm 
in  the  ceded  islands.  This,  he  said,  vm 
a  most  shameful  squandering  of  paUe 
money.  He  observed,  likewisei  ^^ 
article  of  4,0002.  drawn  by  the  sopvii- 
tendant  of  Indian  affidrs,  upon  the  receiNC 
general  of  Canada. 

Sir  Greu  Cooper  said,  this  was  the  oat 
mode.  Toe  omv  diffierenoe  it  made,  vi^ 
that  instead  of  drawing  oo  the  troisf^ 
where  the  account  was  audited,  and  ast 
back  with  an  order  to  the  receiver-gei^ 
ral;  in  the  present  instance,  the  wMBj 
was  drawn  immediately  from  the  receifff' 
general,  but  the  supenntendant's  sooooik 
was  still  open  to  inspection ;  and  he  ie» 
mained  nmject  to  be  made  acooaatibb 
for  the  expenditure  of  any  sums  thuiob' 
tained. 

Lord  North  answered  governor  Joks- 
stone  respecting  the  negro  contiact  Hi 
said,  this  exjpence  was  bcuned  moitlya 
the  ceded  islands,  and  was  near  expiiQft 
as  the  purposes  for  which  the  n^oes  «c» 
employed,  that  of  clearing  the  crown  ksd^ 
ana  (mening  communications  fim  9^ 
part  ox  the  islands  to  the  other,  90* 
nearly  completed. 

Mr.  PownaU  gave  a  further  explsaate 
relative  to  the  expence  of  the  sopcfli' 
tendant  of  Indian  affiurs.  He  ssid,  ^ 
presents  were  made  to  seversl  Ib^ 
tribes,  to  the  six  nations,  and  other  iretf> 
Indians;  that  the  articles  of  which ibow 

E resents  consisted  were  usually  pychiw* 
ere ;  that  he  was  the  person  whofonao? 
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proWded  them,  but  6ii  account  of  the  pre- 
sent  situation  of  aflSsdrs  in  America^  it  was 
thought  more  convenient  to  have  them 
proTided  on  the  spot;  and  that  was  the 
true  cause  of  that  article  making  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  account.  The  presents 
commonlj  consisted  of  glass  beads,  cut^ 
lery,te. 

Mr.  Vyner  replied  to  the  address  made 
to  the  country  j^entlemen,  and  said,  as 
being  included  m  that  number,  he  was 
much  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman  (sir 
h  Mawbey)  for  .his  advice:  but  for  nis 
nrn  part,  though  the  land  tax  next  year 
tboufd  be  6f.  in  the  pound|  or  double,  he 
ras  willing  to  contribute  his  share,  as  on  a 
brmer  occasion ;  for  if  the  supremacy  of 
hi$  country  wa^  to  be  preserved  fully  in 
Is  constitutional  extent,  no  means  proper 
CO  effect  it,  ought  to  be  left  untriea.  As 
o  the  question,  what  did  those  gentlemen 
atpect  m  return  ?  He,  for  one,  fairly  and 
ipenly  declared,  that  he  expected  Ame- 
ica  would  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of 
tiling  a  revenue,  both  to  defray  the  ex- 
Mnoes  of  a  war  this  country  was  wan- 
only  forced  into  in  the  assertion  of  her 
nrn  rights,  and  towards  relieving  us  of  the 
Kirdens  incurred  by  protecting  the  colo* 
lies  during  the  late  war.  He  insisted  be- 
ides,  that  the  legislative  power  of  this 
lountry,  independent  of  the  reasons  now 
lated,  could  never  be  maintained,  if  the 
xercise  of  it  was  not  to  be  coupled  with 
i  tax  submitted  to  by  America,  as  the 
learest  acknowledgment  of  the  general 
ontrolling  power  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Tfi^gndl  spoke  of  several  articles  in 
lie  account :  so  much  for  sour  crout ;  so 
nieh  for  small  beer;  and  several  thousand 
oands  for  pepper  and  vinegar  alone, 
iach  a  waste  of  public  money  was  to  the 
nt  degree  shameful ;  and  it  was  no  way 
imdemil  that  the  minister  should  have 
le  great  majorities  he  had,  when  he  had 

in  his  power,  by  so  mmy  different 
leans,  to  mfluence  the  representatives  of 
le  people.  He  then  toox  a  view  of  the 
itended  operations,  and  shewed,  that  no- 
ung  decisive  could  possibly  be  effected 
t  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  as 
le  troops  would  not  arrfve  at  their  re- 
Mctive  places  of  destination  till  at  the 
id  of  two,  four,  and  perhaps  six  months, 
hat  posts  must  be  secured,  and  commu- 
ieations  opened ;  and  that  consequently 
le  expence  of  the  present  year  would  be 
St,  or  at  least  only  lay  a  foundation  for 
le  operations' of  the  succeeding.  Then, 
king  the  matter  purely  on  the  ground 


laid  down  by  the  promoters  <it  the  present 
measures,  it  would  amount  to  this;  that 
after  the  expence  of  this  campaijra,  which 
'was  already  allowed  to  be  ten,  uough  he 
had  strong  reason  to  believe  it  would  be 
fifteen  millions,  we  should  commence  ope^ 
rations  in  the  year  1777  effectually ;  and 
supposing  the  success  predicted  should  be 
the  case,  and  that  no  event  should  happen 
to  interrupt  our  designs,  that  America 
should  be  reduced  to  the  unconditional 
submission  contended  for  bv  the  noble 
lord  lately  come  into  office  (lord  G.  Ger^ 
maine)  the  consequence  would  be,  that  we 
shouldf  incur  a  debt  of  between  SO  or  40 
millions,  a  sum  he  prophesied,  much  more 
than  ever  we  should  be  able  to  reimburse 
ourselves,  by  all  the  taxes  we  could  ever 
expect  to  draw  from  that  country. 

Lord  Imham  said,  it  was  really  shameful 
that  members  of  that  House  should  have 
the  contracts  that  now  appeared.  He  al- 
luded in  particular  to  that  of  the  negroes^ 
and  the  sour  crout.  He  wished  sincerely, 
that  the  account  was  printed,  that  the  na- 
tion might  see  how  they  were  plundered 
and  fleeced,  in  order  to  enrich  a  set  o^ 
rapacious  contractors,  who  were  raising 
immense  fortunes,  drawn  from  the  very 
vitals  of  the  people ;  and  that  he  was  not 
surprised  to  hear  a  certain  set  of  men,  the 
preceding  evening,  express  themselves  so 
warm  for  coercive  measures,  and  so  eager 
to  grant  away  the  public  money.  He  did 
not  know  by  what  appellation  to  describe 
them.  They  were  not  country  gentle- 
men, nor  placemen,  nor  pensioners,  nor 
king's  friends ;  but  they  were  worse  than 
all:  they  were  at  present  the  disgrace, 
and  woiud  in  the  end  occasion  the  total 
ruin  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  said  a  few  words  respecting 
the  caution  expressed  by  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  professed  himself  a  country  gen- 
tlem^  ;  and  said  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  him  adopt  the  very  language  used 
by  the  people  of  America;  that  is,  we  will 
grant  you  aids  or  supplies,  but  we  will  re- 
serve to  ourselves  a  controul  over  the  ex- 
penditure, and  be  the  judges  of  the  ouantum 
to  be  granted,  and  the  mode  of  apfuication. 
He  believed,  therefore,  the  gentleman  was 
very  snug  and  secure  in  his  offer  of  b  t9s. 
in  the  pound  land  tax,  on  this  condition: 
for  it  amounted  to  just  nothing,  while  he 
reserved  to  himself  the  power  of  refusing  it 
whenever  he  thought  proper.  He  saict 
that  as  by  the  curious  items  in  the  ac* 
count,  he  imagined  the  army  in  Boston 
had  a  sufficient  supply  of  brocoekies,  cab^ 
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bages,  soor-crout,- aod  a  few  asparagiu, 
there  was  no  occasion  for  keeping  open  a 
begging  aub6cripti6n  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  tiuMe  necessaries^  when  tlie  na* 
tion  had  already  made  such  ample  provi- 
aioD.  On  this  ground  be  should  submit 
two  resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
•  House,  which  would,  he  ^  presumed,  put 
.this  matter  in  a  dear  light.  They  were, 
1.  *<  That  the  extraordinary  expenoes 
.amounting  to  8459165/.  \4fS.  S|i/.  have 
been  incurred,  for  die  far  greater  part,  for 
•tervices  within  the  town  of  JBoston.  2. 
That  ample  provu>ion  has  been  made  by 
the  public  for  the  accommodation  and 
oomrort  of  the  troops  in  Boston,  which 
made  the  levying  any  further  money,  or 
begging  any  from  the  subject,. on  that 
pretence,  unnecessary.''  They  both  pass- 
ed in  the  negative.  After  which  the  Re- 
tdutioos  of  the  committee  were  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Duke 
t)r  Grafton's  Proposition  for  Con- 
ciliation WITH  America.]  March 
14.*    The  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  said :  My  lords, 
before  I  explain  to  your  lordships  the  in- 
tention of  the  present  motion,  and  the 
ffrounds  on  which  I  propose  to  maintain 
It,  I  shall,  with  your  lordships'  permission, 
explain  something  which  passed  in  this 
House  the  last  day  I  had  the  honour  to 
address  your  lordships,  respecting  my 
supposed  conduct,  relative  to  the  Tea  Act 
xin  tne  year  1769,  when  it  was  proposed  in 

the  cabinet  to  procure  a  repeal  of  it,  along 

■■I  '  I      ■    -  ■  ■  1 

*  *<  This  day  will  ptrbaps  hereafter  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  roost  importsnt  in  the 
£ogli«b  history.  '  It  deeply  fixed  a  new  celour 
upon  our  pubhc  aflairs.  Jt  was  decisive,  on 
this  side  of  tbe>  Atlantic,  with  rsapact  ta  Ame- 
rica; and  may  possibly  hereafter  ^le  compared 
with,  and  eooiudered  as  preiiminary  to  that,  oo 
which,  unhappily,  in  a  few  months  after,  the 
iDdepeodence  of  that  continent  was  declared  on 
the  other.  Administration  now,  and  their  nu- 
merous friends,  totally  changed  their  style  and 
language  upon  that  sulgect.    All  medificattons 

'Were  laid  aside ;  all  fbriner  opioiods  anddeela- 
rations  done  away;    cooctliatioo,.  tbey  said, 

.  was  little  leas  than  im{>racticable ;  and  that  if 
any  thinif  eould  be  a«lded  to  the  difficulties 
of  such  a  scheme,  it  would  be  by  concession. 
The  tone  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  much 
higher  than  that  of  ihe  House  of  Commons  had 
ever  been,  although  the  language  was  grown 
much  more  firm  and  determined  there  also 
than  it  had  been  at  the  besrtnninir  of  the  session. 

^NomlteritatiTeoowseeaied  lo  be  left  between 
absekite  conquest  and  ttaeonditiooal  anbnis- 
'    iMual  l^pster. 


with  the  other  duties  laid  on  in  1767.  I 
am  within  your  lordships'  recoUectioo,tkit 
1  then  asserted,  that  when  the  matter  wai 
debated  in  councilf  I  was  over-ruled  aod 
out-voted,  but  was  contradicted  bj  a  noble 
viscount  (lord  Weymouth)  whomlDov 
$ee  in  his  place.  Having  spoken  hm 
memory,  though  1  was  certain  1  was  rij^ 
joined  to  the  very  late  hour  of  the  oiglit, 
when  the  matter  alluded  to  was  mentioBedi 
1  declined  to  answer  the  noble  viaoouat, 
or  to  corroborate  my  first  aasertioQ,  vitk 
any  further  facts  or  particulars.  BeiB^ 
however,  uneasy  till  1  had  enquired  fv- 
ther  into  the  circiunstances  of  that  uufm- 
Jtant  transaction,  1  searched  amoog  mj 
papers*  ajad  there  found  a  note  of  it,i«t 
jue  by  a  noble  lord  then  at  the  held  i 
the  American  department,  (lord  HiilAe- 
rough)  by  which  it  appears,  that  the flB» 
bers  in  the  cabinet  were^oot  equal,  «tk 
noble  viscount  asserted,  but  that  I  sa 
over-ruled  and  out-voted  by  a  msjoiit;  9k 
the  proposition  of  repealing  that  tOr 
whicli,  aa  I  fthen  fioreeaw,  would  be  ps* 
ductive  of  the  worst  cooaequeocei;  ti 
which  DOW  ia  the  ocoasion  of  the  pnN^t 
unhappy  disputes,  that  threaten  to  al«^ 
whelm  this  country  ia  nun  and  dertno' 
tion*  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  suboit  M* 
true  state  of  that  momentous  bumiK  ^ 
your  lordships,  lest  any  of  you  iM 
think  that  I  bad  either  ne^gsntlf  f 
sorted,  or  desijgnedly  misrepr^eated  it 
If  the  noble  Tisoount  should  diier  km 
me  on  the  fact,  aa  I  now  have  stated  'i»  ^ 
wish  it  ma^  be  understood,  thatJttri 
rise  immediately  and  contradict  me,  k^ 
fore  I  proceed  further,  or  that  hkAttf 
may  be  construed  into  an  acquieicffi^ 
As  to  the  measure  now  proposed,  I  9f 
you  will  perceive  the  necessity  ^'''^ 
It ;  and  that  you  will  believe  oe,  ml 
most  solemnly  and  eameaUyMweff^ 
that  nothing  but  a  thorough  eoariotiBO^i 
my  part,  that  it,  or  some  other  vaaumf 
a  similar  nature,  is  the  only  povibie  910 
now  left,,  of  averting  the  dettrudioa  vM 
se^ms  suspended  over  the  .head*  ^t  it 
people  of  this  deyoted  uahappv  cffutf 
It  is  formed onthe  prioeipleaoi aoa*^ 
equity,  and  sound  policy*  and.spCBM 
door  for  settlfa»g  the  difisrancesoat^ 
sisting  between  both  coontries*  oa  tfl^ 
of  lasting  amity,  founded  in  reopfocdir 
fection,  and  cemented  by  mutual  isMrt^ 
It  will  be  the  means  of  sfaeatypg,*! 
swords  now  drawn,  perhaps  never  i^^^ 
be  returned  to  (he  scabbiurd,  till  a  dAf 
of  blood  is  spil^  «Dd  eitbar  Cinit  ^^ 
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or  America^  or  both,  are  brought  into  such 
a  state  as  may  ioeyitably  produce  their 
separate  or  total  destructioD.    I  contem- 
plate with  horror  the  consequences  of  the 
uoodj  conflict,  should  matters  be  pushed 
to  extremities ;  in  the  event  of  so  many 
tiiousand  men  being  drawn  up  against  each 
other,  when,  on  whichever  side  victory 
may  declare,  all  true  friends  of  their  coun- 
try, will  have  the  most  just  and  melancholy 
cause  of  grief  and  mouipung.     I .  would 
therefore  appeal  to  your  lordships'  huma* 
Bity,  on  this  supremely  critical  and  im- 
portant occasion ;  and  implore  your  inter- 
ierence,  for  the  purpose  of  averting  such 
dire   calamities,  pacticularly  when   your 
lordships  shall  take  the  'additional  circum- 
stance  into  consideration,  that  the -most 
complete  success  on  our  part,  will  produce 
BO   other  effect,  than  wasting  our  own 
strength ;  and  that  the  blood  thus  shed 
will  not  be  that  of  your  natural  enemies, 
but  of  your  fellow-subjects,  of  your  bre- 
thren, of  Britons,  of  a  people  united  with 
you  by  every  tie  of  tratemal  affection, 
every  motive  of  common  interest,  and 
every  principle  of  common  defence,  prot 
tection,  and  support.  ^ 
•  In  point  of  equity,  my  Icvds,  I  believe, 
since  the  new  doctrine  of  an  unconditional 
submission  has  been  broached  by  a  noble 
lord    (George     Germaine)    in     another 
House  ;  (for  I  affirm,  till  he  was  called  to 
office,  it  was  liever  openly  maintained  in 
parliament^  your  lordBhips  will  be  of  opi- 
niou,  that  it  would  be  but  equitable  to  Jet 
the  people  of  America  know  what  are  now 
the  sentiments  of  this  country;  because, 
by  knowing  our  ultimatum,  they  will  have 
it  in  their  power  either  to  agree  to  it,-  or  to 
risk  the  consequences   of  resistance.    1 
reoiember,  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  a 
rery  di&rent  language    was  held.    The 
idea  of  taxation  was  denied  or  modified. 
A.   noble  lord  in  the  other  House,  who 
presides  at  the    head    of   the   national 
loances,  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
A.    noble  lord  in  this  House,  whom  I  now 
lee  in  his  place  (lord  Dartmouth)  who 
iften  filled  a  responsible  office  in  adminis- 
ration,  and  who,  perhaps,  for  the  reason  I 
im  going  to  assign,  was  not  thought  so 
iroper  a  person  to  carry  the  designs  of  go- 
'«»mment  into  execution,  repeatedly  as- 
tired  this  House,  that  no  intention  was 
otertained  by  administration  of  **  sub- 
;«atDg  America.^'    I  would  appeal  to  your 
»rdship8,  if  the  newly  adopted  system  has 
o&  an  appearance  full  of  mischief,  and  big 
rj^h   that  over-ruling   secret  influencOi 
tVOL.  XVIil.] 
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those  dark  and.  dangerous  designs,  which 
every  now  and  then  betray  themselves  to 
public  view,  and  which  create  the  justest 
jealousies  and  suspicions  in  the  breast  of 
every  man  who  is  not  callous  to  .the  into* 
rests  of  this  devoted  country.  When  I 
framed  the  motion  with  which  I  shall  con- 
clude, I  avoided  all  specifications,  because 
I  meant  it  as  a  general  resolution,  to  be 
taken  up  and  considered  by  your  lordships 
in  a  committee,  in  order,  if  you  should 
think  necessary,  that  you  might  decide  on 
particulars,  agree  upon  somespecific  terms, 
some  ultimatum  to.be  proposed  to  the 
colonies,  or  determine  on  some  general  re* 
solution  to  be  communic&^d  to  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  for  their  concurrence, 
as  a  basis  for  conciliation  or  concession. 
By  this  means  America  might  know  what 
she  had  to  depend  on,  and  decide  accord* 
ingly.  You  would  remove  that  cause,: 
which  she  assigns  for  her  present  want  of 
confidence  in  general  assurances,  in  mi* 
nisterial  promises,  in  loose  and  undefined 
claims,  which  every  successive  administra- 
tion have  explained  their  own  way,  and 
scarcely  any  two  of  tlije  members  of  the* 

§  resent  seem  to  be  agreed  in.    As  the 
octrine  of  unconditional  submission  is 
avowed  by  the  noble  lord  alluded  to,  as 
the  same  doctrine  has  been  since  repeated 
in  this  House  by  persons  who,  though  not 
in  responsible  offices,  are  nearly  connected 
with  tnose  in  power,  another  view  1  had 
in  submitting  the  present  motion,  was  to 
induce  ministers  to  speak'  out,  to  say  fairly 
whetlier  their  long  harangues  or  intended 
reconciliation,  their  determinations  to  con«. 
cede  in  some  particulars,  are  all  forgotten, 
or  laid  aside ;  and  whether  they  have  any 
measures,  short  ot  unconditional  submis- 
sion^ to  propose.    Should  they  chuse  to  be 
QJlent  on  this  head,  and  in  consequence 
fjiiereof  reject  this  proposition,  1  shall  then 
understand  them  as  clearly  as  if  they  had 
spoken  out.    I  shall  then  be  fully  con- 
vinced that  unconditional  submission   is 
what  they  have  ultimately  in  view;  that 
the  bloody  conflict,  Ifear^ong  determined 
on,  will  follow  ;  and  that  the  present  dis- 
pute between  both  countries  is  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  force  of  arms.    Before  I  con- 
clude this  head,  I  should  wish  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  cannot  pay  the  least  attention 
to  any  explanation,  purporting  that  the 
objects  pursued  by  administration  have 
been  the  same  from  the  beginning ;  that 
they  are  still  willing  to  sheathe  the  sword,  * 
and  listen  to  the  terms  of  accommodation. 
Such  a  conclusion  is  absurd  and  impossi^ 
[4L] 
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ble  itt  the  nature  of  thmira.    The  speech, 
I  aBpw,  held  out  thii  idea;  the  projMiei- 
lion  caUed  the  Condliatory  Propontiofi, 
f  Him^  by  a  noble  lord  io  the  other  House, 
wasy  it  18  plain,  short  of  uncondhional 
submission.    The  Bill  for  interdicting  all 
conunerce  wiUi  America,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Capture  Act,  had  a  clause  to* 
wards  the  end  of  it,  which  corresponded 
with  th^e  intentions  declared  in  the  speech. 
By  dus  clause  a  power  was  Tested  iu  tlie 
King  to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat 
with  the  colonies  to  receive  submissions, 
and  to  grant  purdons.    I  was  not  present 
at  the  time  this  Bill  was  debated  on  the 
•econd  reading;  but  though  the  system 
n^iicfa  appears  now  to  govern  administra- 
tion, was  not  then  openly  avowed,  it  is 
plain  that  the  person  [supposed  to  mean 
lord  Mansfiela]  who  advised  or  framed 
this  clause,  and  who,  I  presume,  has  had 
the  diief  hand  in  directing  and  advising 
tile  present  measures   from   their  oem* 
menoementy   by  his  personal  influence, 
tfiouf  h  not  called  by  his  office  to  a  parti- 
cipation of  tlus  species  of  power,  had  a 
ijew   to   that  unconditional  submission 
which  is  now  contended  for«    I  was  in  the 
country  when  this  Act  first  eame  to  my 
hands,  and   on   comparing   the    King's 
speech  with  the  dause,  I  must  own  I  was 
astooished*    What  does  the  dause  say  ? 
That  oomnusskmers  are  to*  be  appointed, 
and  that  iaaH    What  are  they  to  do?  To 
receive  submissions.    Does  it  state  what 
conditions,  or  indeed  provide  for  any  con- 
dition at  all  ?  Have  the  commissioners  the 
least  shadow  of  power  by  this  Act,  to 
make  any  concession  whatever?   None; 
the  alternative  is  resistance,  or  uncondi- 
tional submission ;  an  eternal  war  and  re- 
sistance on  one  hand,  till  both  or  either 
^parl^  are  destroyed;   or  that  America 
shali.instantly  disarm,  surrender,  and  sub* 
mit.    On  this  i^round,  my  lords^  I  thought 
It  proper  to  give  an  opportunity  to  your 
lordships,  to  effectuate  his  Majesty's  gra- 
dous  mtentions  declared  ia  h>s  speech; 
and  the  j^eat   ostensible  object  of  the 
Capture  Bill,  which  was  to  coerce  Ame- 
rica by  destroying  her  {trade,  if  she  ob- 
stinately persisted  not  to  agree  to  such 
terms  of  accommodation  as  the  British 
parliament,  in  conjunction  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, might  think  most  condudve  to  the 
securing  the  daims  o£  this  country,  the 
subordinate  constitutional  rights  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  future  permanent  happbess 
aiul  interests  of  both.    It  is  solely  to  ob- 
taiA  those  very  desirabfe  objects,  that  I 


have  this  dqr  troubled  your  krdiUpi*  8 
yoos  loidshros  should  not  tfank  proper  ts 
pApose  any%dtunat«im,  aiy  mo'tioTriB 
nave  this  very  stdotary  efiect;  it  will  for- 
nish  America  with  an  op|N)ctimilT  of  m^ 
venting  the  present  cahunities,  whidi  vosj 
must  £  all  events  unavoidably  led;  it  win 
give  diem  an  opportunity  of  svertiDgthife 
doud  wiiich  hangs  suspended  over  theip 
h^s  and  threatens  them  with  destno- 
tion;  it  wiUbebutafairandequitsblses* 
periment,  by  way  of  warning  \  and  if  (lief 
should  refine  to  offer  an^  prepontisD,  or 
tender  such  only  as  are  mconsisleDtwiik 
the  digiiity  and  rights  of  diis  legidstaie^ 
and  the  interests  of  the  empire  at  Isrge^l 
wlU^roduce  this  odier  very  benefidsl  co^ 
sequence;   it  will  unite  this  eoaDfcry  ■ 
support  ik  measures,  which  are  ftr  ttm 
bemg  universally  approved;  and yindicato 
the  justice  and  honour  oP  the  nstioo,  sit 
only  in  the  opinion  of  its  own  fMffSB^ 
but  in  that  of  all  Europe^ 

,  As  to  the  pdicy  of  the  present  ooattdi 
I  shall  say  very  little,  having  befiNew 
frequently  expressed  myself  on  the  n^ 
leet.  But  1  thidc  admintstration  ihodl 
have  the  most  unequivocal  prooft  of  At 
disposition  of  foreign  powers  before  the; 
blindly  rushed  into  a  ciril  war.  I  lavt 
been  a  considerable  time  eonvefsant  a 
matters  of  this  kind.  I  know  the  flam 
that  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  hmgwp 
usually  hdd  by  ambassadors.  1  knowelsi 
credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  genenl » 
suraoces  of  foreign  courts*  I  am  cosva^ 
ed  that  they  are  very  little  to  be  rdieil  m, 
if  not  accompanied  hj  confidential  eoM^ 
meats,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  i  ni 
state  of  those  countries,  finom  which  «t 
have  most  to  dread :  not  fnmi  their  ptcic 
declarations  so  much  as  from  their  tonsi 
inability  to  injure.  The  former  may  sem^ 
nay,  experience  in  all  ages  has  profcdna 
frequently,  has  served  only  to  amiiie«' 
deceive.  The  latter,  therefore,  in  oiy  «f^ 
nion,  can  only  promise  that  kind  of  Mca* 
rity,  which  a  wise  minister  will  alwajs^ 
mand  before  he  undertakes  any  mesNi* 
which  may  render  the  nation  vulnersbfe* 
its  natural  enemies.  The  powers  ^ 
lords,  whidi  I  aHude  to,  are  those  i 
France  and  Spain.  None  of  your  M" 
ships  can  be  ignorant  that  diey  aieiiiV 
couectiniF  a^eat  navri  and  military  ftMT 
to  be  emptied  Mmewbere:  a»li<ki* 
it  my  dul^  to  state  to  yovx  lordriupt 
piece  of  information  which  I  have  W 
reason  to  doubt,  and  which,  if  tme^  n^ 
be  the  subject  of  great  and  just  dsm^ 
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your  lordBhip0»  and  poiot  out  the  caulkNi 
and  reserve  with  which  any  general  anttr^ 
ances  received  by  our  minisfe^n  ooi^ht  to 
be  depended  on  or  trusted  to.  The  lofor^ 
knation,  my  lords^  is  ehortly  t^is ;  that  Swo 
itaidi  gentieaien,  toww^  the  dote  of 
bMttanmer,  w«ot  to  Amerioa*  and  fand  a 
oonftrence  with  geneial  Wadiington  ^at 
the  ptonaciil  camp*  who  referred  them 
ta  the  ^continental  congrese^  whither  they 
■naiediaiely  repaired*  Ob  the  whole>  my 
lordsy  .-whether  you  consider  the  present 
measures  in  tiie  light  of  humanity,  eQuity» 
or  sound  poltcy»  I  trust  yoiir  lorcbhips 
win  aj^ree  with  me»  that  tkte  means  of 
conoikatioB  ave  still  within  our  reach,  and 
that  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  neoessi^ 
slKMdd  coo^el  ns  to  embrue  our  hands  in 
Ihe  %leod  of  our  fellow  subjects,  at  the 
lisk  of  ruining  our  commerce,  and  of  in- 
voMig  oursokes  in  a  war  with  tho  united 
straagth  of  ihe  House  of  Bourbon.  For 
Ibis  parpoee  I  mote,  **  That  an  humble 
Address  be  preeented  to  hia  Majesty,  be* 
seeching  hina,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the 
farther  efiiiaion  of  Uood^  and  to  aoanifest 
how  desirous  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
and  his  parlinment  are  to  raMore  pefoe  to 
all  parts  of  die  dominions  of  his  M^eSty's 
crown,  and  how  earnestly  they  wish  to  re* 
dress  any  real  grievances  of  lus  Majesty's 
subjects^  hb  Majesty  would  be  graciously 
plesied  to  iaaue  hb  royal  promanwtion ; 
declaring,  that  in  case  the  colonies,  within 
aVeuonablo  time  before  or  after  the  arrival 
flf  the  tcoopa  dealinod  fer  America*  ahall 
present  a  petition  to  the  commander  in 
cfabf  in  America,  or  to  the  commiMionor 
er  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  hb 
Majesty  under  the  authoritv  of  an  Act,  in- 
lUed,  ^  An  Act  to  prohibit  ell  trade  and 
btercourse  with  the  colonies  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachuseu  Bay,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Penavhraniai  the  three  lower  coun* 
liM  on  Dmware,  Maryland*  Virgikiia, 
North  Caroluia»  South  Carolina,  and 
Gcofgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  rebellion  within  the  aaid  colonies 
BBspectively ;  .for  repealing  an  Act,  made 
in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  hb  present 
M^esty,,  <  to  discontinue  the  landing  and 
iischarging ,  lading  orahipping,  of  gooda, 
narea,  ana  merchmidiae,  at  the  town  and 
within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  priK 
vhweof  MaaaadnMet's  Bay;'  and  also  two 
Acta,  made  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
■wnt,  for  restraining  the  trade  ana  com* 
narce  of  the  odonies  in  the  said  Acts  re- 
Vsctivdy  mentiooods  and  to  enable  hb 


Itfaiestv,  or  any  person  or  persons  ap* 
poin(jpa  and  authorised  by  hb  Majesty,  to 
^tot  pardons,  and  to  issue  proclaiiiatibns» 
m  the  cases  and  for  die  purposes  therein' 
mentioned ;'  and  setting  forin  in  such  pe^ 
tition,  which  b  to  be  irtmsmilted  to,  nia 
M^estv;  what  they  consider  to  be  their 
juat  riiptsand  real  crievancea,  that  in  such 
case  his  Majesty  w9l  consent  to  a  sospen- 
mOn  ef  arms ;  and  that  hb  Majesty  baa 
authority  from  his  parliament  to  assure 
them,  that  such  their  petition  shall  be  re- 
ceived, oonsidered*  and  answered." 

The  Earl  of  Darimeutk.  The  noble 
duke  having  aUuded  to  meperaonally,  it  b 
neoeasary  for  me  to  any  a  few  words,  aato 
my  own  particuhur  sentiments.  Hb  grluse 
has  quoted  my  words,  in  a  former  dmatOt 
to  shew  what  was  my  then  opinion,  and 
how  fer  administration  had  changed  theirs 
since  I  quitted  the  ofioe  I  had  then  the 
honout  to  fin.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  at 
all  doubt  but  the  expression  adverted  to^ 
m%ht  have  fallen  from  me;  nor  do  I 
mean  to  disavow  it  now.  My  opinion 
both  then  and  now,  was,  that  it  was  nei* 
ther  the  interest  nor  the  wish  of  thb  coun<* 
try,  to  make  a  conquest  of  America.  If 
tbit  be  what  die  noble  duke  means  by  un» 
conditional  6id>missk>n,  I  am  sure  I  snould 
be  far  from  approving  of  it;  but  if  uncon* 
ditional  submission  be  a  resolution  on  our 
part,  not  to  oeaae  hoatHitiea  till  America 
submits  so  far  as  to  acknowkdge  the  su* 
preme  authority  of  thb  country,  I  am  still 
consistent;  for  I  .ever  was,  and  ever  shall 
be  of  opinion,  that  thb  country  cannot,  with 
propriety,  concede,  nor  can  we,  cpnsbtent 
with  theessentbl  interests  of  diis  country^ 
consent  to  lay  down  our  arms,  UN  the  co« 
lonies  own  our  legblative  sovereignty ;  and 
by  acts  of  duty  and  obedience,  shew 
auch  a  dispositbn,  as  will  entitle  them  to 
the  fevour  and  protection  of  the  parent 
state.  Besides,  I  do  not  hold  it  perfectly 
feir  or  parliamentary,  to  bind  a  person  to 
expressions  and  opinions  given  in  one 
situation  of  affiurs,  when  that  situation 
comm  to  be  materially  altered.  I  was 
willing  to  suppose,  that  the  dborders  in 
that  country  were  local,  and  had  chiefly 
pervaded  the  hearts  of  an  inconsiderable 
number  of  roen,<wno  were  only  formidable, 
because  they  posseiaed  the  power  of  fac- 
tioua  deluaion  and  imposition.  I  all  aloUg 
expected,  that  the  body  of  the  people, 
when  they  came  to  view  the  consequences 
attentively,  would  aoon  perceive  the  danger 
in  which  they  were  predpitatiog  them-* 
selveSi  and  return  to  their  duty.    Urged 
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by  thote  expectationsi  I  was  anxious  to 
treat  them  with  tendeniees,  and  ereti 
to  give  way  to  their  prejudices,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  done  with  safety.  What  has 
been  the  consequence  ?  They  have  treated 
those  marks  of  favour  as  so  many  indica- 
tions of  national  imbecility ;  they  have 
abused  this  lenity  in  proportion  asiit^has 
been  liberaHy  and  affectionately  exercised ; 
and  have  imputed  our  humanity  and  for- 
bearance,  not  to  motives  of  tenderness 
and  maternal  affection,  but  to  a  timid  back- 
wardness and  want  of  ability  to  assert  our 
rights.  The  noble  duke  grounds  his  mo- 
tion on  motives  of  humanity,  equihr,  and 
policy.  I  will  venture  to  contend,  that 
neither  the  noble  duke  nor  any  other  lord 
in  this  House,  is  more  warmly  inclined  to 
humane  measures  than  I  am.  But  does  his 
grace's  motion  promise  to  promote  huma- 
nity ?  I  am  sure  it  does  not ;  for  if  there  be 
any  thing  at  all  in  the  tenderness  he  has  ex- 
pressed, or  the  horrors  he  has  described 
at  the  thoughts  of  the  effusion  of  human 
blood,  the  surest  way  to  prevent  a  cala- 
mity, which  'I  as  earnestly  deprecate  as 
any  lord  in  this  House,  will  be  to  send 
the  armaments,  now  destined  for  that 
country,  with  all  possible  expedition. 
Their  fears  may  exact  a  conduct,  which  I 
am  well  persuaded  their  duty  or  obedience 
would  never  have  inspired.  They  will 
be  convinced,  that  we  have  the  ability,-  as 
well  as  the  inclination,  to  compel  them  to 
acknowledge  the  true  subordinate  and 
constitutional  relation  they  bear  to  the 
mother-country.  So  that  uniting  with 
the  noble  duke  on  the  principle  of  hu- 
manity, but  differing  on  the  means,  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  only  sure  and  solid 
way  of  averting  the  evils  of  civil  war,  will 
be  to  send  such  a  force  as  will  awe  the 
colonies  into  submission ;  as  will  lay  a 
lasting  basis  for  the  future  security  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  that  country,  the 
supreme  l^slative  controlling  authority 
of  this,  an4r  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  empire.  In  my  opinion,  every  one 
of  those  objects  would  be  defeated,  should 
the  motion  receive  your  lordships'  appro- 
bation. What  does  it  import  ?  That  you 
shall  immediately  address  his  Majesty, 
that  a  royal  proclamation  be  issued,  to 
suspend  all  future  hostilities,  in  order  to 
wait  the  effect  such  a  proclamation  may 
have  in  America.  Will  not  this  be  pur- 
suing that  plan  of  mistaken  lenity  wnich 
has  been  coinplained  of  as  one  source  of 
our  present  situation?  Will  it  not  be 
ftirly  dedaring  that  we  are  afiaid  to  as- 


sert our  rigbts ;  or  that  we  are  coDSoon 
of  our  inability  to  assert  them?  1  aa  sore 
it  will  hiitve  that  appearance ;  and  wili  be 
so  'interpreted  by  the  people  of  Amerio. 
I  would  further  recommend  to  vour  M- 
ships  to  consider,  that  aldiougQ  the  in- 
tended force  shoi^  be  sent  out,  as  I  hope 
and  trust  it  will,  that  will  not  pradiide  sa 
accommodation;  it  will  not  prevent  oitei 
hearkening  to  their  propositions.  It  mif 
be  the  means  of  restoring  the  cokonies  to 
their  senses ;  but  it  will  never  prefeatm 
from  granting  such  terms  as  we  nav^deai 
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consistent  with  the  dignity  of  pari 
and  the  rights  of  the  parent  state.  Hov- 
ever,  as  the  noble  duke  has  ftamed  his  bhk 
tion,  and  supported  it  by  arguments  vlsdi 
seem  to  imply  an  alternative  of  war,  fti 
the  purpose  of  conquest,  or  uncooditnal 
submission,  I  would  wish  to  move  thepp»* 
vious  question,  in  preference  to  a  dnect 
negative ;  and  I  will  state  to  your  lori- 
ships  the  reason  why  I  prefer  the  fofocr, 
though  I  do  not  at  all  agree  wittrtisgiici^ 
that  a  negative  to  his  motion  wookf  shev 
that  it  was  the  intention  or  desire  of  tlii 
House  to  insist  on  an  unconditiooslidlK 
mission,  in  the  exact  terms  he  hsi4e> 
scribed  it.  My  reason  is,  lest  such  ■ 
idea  should  get  out,  and  prevaQ  eite 
here  or  in  America.  Nevertneiesss  if  ssf 
of  your  lordships  should  thinkotberwiM^I 
am  very  willing  to  withdraw  the  prefiosi 
question ;  for  whether  the  motion  n  B^ 
gatived  in  one  way  or  the  other,  if  tlst 
should  be  the  event  of  it,  I  am  detennsri, 
for  my  own  part,  to  give  it  a  negsdve; 
because  I  am  convinced  it  may  be  pw* 
ductive  of  ^eat  evil,  by  interrupiiag  Ae 
line  of  public  measures  already  agreed  si^ 
and  can  produce  no  one  good  cooseqnesoi 
whatever. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester.  Tlie  pre- 
sent state  of  public  aibira,  my  lords,  w 
ther  considered  in  the  gross  or  detsil,  i^ 
fords  sufficient  reason  for  every  msa  vko 
feeb  for  the  dignity,  honour,  and  in- 
terests of  his  coundy,  to  be  most  i^ 
rionsly  alarmed.  The  very  great  ezpesee 
with  which  the  present  measures  issrt 
necessarily  be  attended;  the  unoertsflitf 
of  the  real  disposition  of  foreign  po^' 
and  the  present  state  of  our  naij,  wbieki 
am  assured,  is  iar  from  being  m  tbst  f^ 
spectable  situation  your  lorasbips  iM 
been  given  to  understand  bv  the  novt 
lord  who  presides  at  the  head  of  tllstd^ 
partment,  all  united,  give  jost  csose  ftr 
considering  the  present  question,  aadsd* 
verting  to  the  dangerous  conieqoeoev 
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rhich  ina^  follow,  in  ease  yoar  lordships 
hotild  be  inclined  to  give  it  a  negative.  I 
vm  far  from  imputing  any  design  in  the 
loble  lord  to  either  mislead  or  misrepre- 
«nt.  I  am  persuaded  his  lordship  has 
ailhfnlly  reported  whatever  came  within 
lis  own  knowledge ;  but  beins  obliged  to 
mat  to  the  information  of  oUiers^  he  has 
»f  course  been  liable  to  error ;  and  if  I 
lave  not  been  grossly  misinformed  by 
irofeasional  men,  his  lordship's  account  of 
be  state  of  the  guilrdships,  the  number  of 
nen  aboard  tl^em,  and  the  facility  of  pro- 
uring  them*  is  indeed  very  far  different 
rom  what  the  noble  lord  has  asserted.  I 
im  informed,  for  instance,  that  the  Eagle, 
he  very  ship  in  which  lord  Howe  is  to 
loist  his  mgt  has  ndt  above  ninety  able 
eamen  aboard  her,  and  that  several  of  the 
rigatee  and  ships  of  war,  destined,  or 
rhich  have  sailed  for  America,,  have 
«en  obliged  to  proceed  on  their  respec- 
ive  Toyages  very  indifferently  man- 
ned. Another  assertion  made  by  his  lord- 
hip  is,  that  the  deficiency  aboard  the 
wardships  was  occasioned  by  the  desire 
i€  the  seamen  to  be  shipped  aboard  the 
oen  of  war  destined  for.  the  American  ser*- 
Fice.  How  could  that  possibly  be  the 
ase,  if  in  the  first  instance  the  comple- 
aeots  of  these  last  were  to  be  made  up 
»ut  ci  the  former ;  and  if  the  drafts,  along 
rith  the  deficiency  stated  in  the  comple- 
seats  of  the  former,  were  now  no  greater 
ban  before  the  drafts  were  made  ?  But, 
ay  lords,  I  believe  neither  will  be  found 
o  be  the  case.  1  believe  the  deficiency 
board  the  guardships  will  be  found  to  be 
onSiderably  ereater  than  his  lordship  has 
tated:  and  further,  that  the  crews  are 
omposed  of  men,  who  should  never  be 
ntered  aboard  our  men  of  war.  If  I  am 
ightly  informed,  small  as  the  num- 
era  are,  that  is  not  the  worst  of  it ;  the 
rews  are  composed  of  landsmen,  in  much 
DO  great  a  proportion,  of  vasraots,  and,  I 
ear,  of  convicted  felons.  I  raould  be  glad 
D  be  set  right ;  but  if  it  be  Utie,  it  is  a 
IBoat  melancholy  and  alarming  circum- 
tance.  The  navy,  my  lords,  is  our  ontj 
ore  bulwark  against  our  foreign' enemies; 
larticuiarly  as  we  have  been  obliged  to 
lart  with  the  greatest  part  of  our  military 
lefeoce,  in  order  to  carry  the  present 
neasures  into  execution*  If  then,  an  at- 
aek  should  be  made  on  us  in  our  present 
reak  state,  the  consequences  might  be 
IreadfuL  .  That  we  have  no  reason  to  rest 
a  a  state  of  security,  I  am  well  convinced, 
have  good  reason  to  believe  thut  France 


and  Spain  are  meditating  some  blow  against 
us.  The  matter  allud^  to  by  the  Aoble 
duke  who  made  the  naotion,  I  have  reason 
to  think  is' too  true.  I  heard  it  above  a 
month  ago,  and  should  have  imparted  if  to 
your.loraships  before  now,  had  not  I  wait^ 
ed  to  have  heard  it  communicated  by  ad- 
ministration. I  presumed  they  would  have 
informed  your  lordships  of  the  matter,  and 
either  have  stated  their  reasons  for  paying 
it  no  attention,  or  have  told  you  what  steps 
they  had  taken  in  consequence  thereof,  m 
order  to  bring  France  to  an  explanation. 
I  would  likewise  remind  your  lordships, 
that  great  preparations  are  going  on  in 
France  and  Spain,  both  by  sea  and  land. 
It  may  be  said,  that  another  attempt  is  in- 
tended to  be  made  on  Algiers ;  or  that  the 
disputes  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
Portugal,  In  South  America,  may  be  the 
object  of  this  armament.  The  former  may 
be  the  case ;  but  if  the  force  now  collect- 
ing  in  those  countries,  should  be  destined 
against  Porto^,  your  locdships  will  please 
to  recollect  what  was  asserted  in  a  former 
debate,  by  a  noble  earl  (lord  Aochford^  not 
now  in  ofiice,  but  who  then  occupied  a 
high  and  respectable  post  in  administra- 
tion, that  if  Portugal  should  be  attacked, 
we  must  necessarily  be  made  partie^^  in 
the  war,  and  be  bound  to  afford  /her 
every  assistance  in  our  power.  In  short, 
my  lords,  uniting  all  the  causes,  circum- 
stances, and  probable  events,  which  first 
created,  or  may  be  consequent  of  the  pri>- 
sent  dispute,  1  am  heartily  for  agredng 
with  the  motion,  ass  means  of  preventing 
the  calamities  every  part  of  this  empire  is 
threatened  with,  in  case  we  should  persist 
in  carrying  our  present  ruinous,  unjust, 
and  oppressive  designs  into  execution. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  i  did  not  in- 
tend to  trouble  your  lordships  had  I  not 
been  particuUirly  called  on  by  the  noble 
duke  who  spoke  last,  and  who,  I  can  safely 
affirm,  is  either  materially  mistaken  in 
every  fact  he  has  stated,  or  has  drawn 
conclusions  which  his  grace  was  by  no 
means  warranted,  in  every  instance  where 
his  assertions  had  any  ground  or  colour  of 
reality  ta  support  him.  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  my  noble  relation,  before  lie 
hazarded  any  charges  of  the  nature  now' 
brought  forward,  did  not  consult  me,  as  I 
could  satisflEUStorily  have  convinced  him 
that  he  had  been  grossly  misinformed.  I 
may -venture  to  say  I  know  the  quarter 
firom  which  his  grace  has  had  the  informa- 
tion he  has  now  stated,  and  so  earnestly 
ui^ed.    Ibeaulhon  are  known  by  their 
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daily  nwitiogs  in  the  popen,  by  their 
speeches  in  another  place,  by  the  general 
ienor  of  their  discoarses,  and  by  the  mo- 
tions they  have  made ;  but  I  will  tell  the 
noble  duke  what  perhaps  he  is  ienorant 
of,  that  those  men  are  superficial,  unio- 
formed,  and  that  every  effort  they  have 
made  to  disparage  the  conduct  of  that 
l>oard,  at  which  1  have  the  honour  to  pre- 
side, has  ooly  exhibited  proofs  of  their 
total  ignorance*  their  rancour,  and  their 
personal  spleen.  The  noble  duke  says, 
Jhe  has  reeeived  his  information  from  pro- 
fessional men.  I  beg,  however,  that  his 
^race,  previous  to  his  giving  trust  to  such 
.assertions,  will  send  those  professional  men 
to  me,  when  I  promiae  to  convince  them 
that  diey  know  nothing  at  aU  of  the  mat- 
ter*  The  nobieduke  speaks  of  the  Are- 
thusa,  the  Romney,  the  Easrle,  &c  being 
at  present  unable  to  proceefTio  sea,  on  ac- 
•count  of  their  being  oefective  in  their  com- 
plements. By  the  last  returns  of  the  state 
of  those  ships,  i  am  autboriaed  to  say  his 
^ee  has  been  mistaken  in  point  of  fact 
fen  every  one  of  thenu  But  supposing  the 
facts  were  true,  what  would  it  prove? 
That  perhaps  from  the  estaUished  usage 
4)i  die  service,  the  men  were  diaoged  inmi 
one  ship  to  another,  acoordiog  as  circum- 
stances  made  such  an  arraagemenit  neces- 
sary: but  will  it  prove  the  only  matter 
that  can  poisiUv  deserve  enquiry,  that  any 
one  ship,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  naival  armaments,  has  been  de- 
tained a  sisffle  day  for  want  of  hands  i 
The  noble  duke  says,  that  the  Eagle, 
aboard  which  ship  lord  Howe  is  to  hoist 
his  flag,  standi  in  this  predicament.  Were 
tiiB  fact  strictly  true,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
the  popularity  of  the  noble  lord,  and  the 
desire  of  serving  under  so  able  and  ami- 
able a  commander,  would  soon  procure  a 
number  sufficient  to  make  up  tne  defid- 
eficy  the  noble  duke  has  stated.  As  to 
the  ^neral  assertion  on  which  his  grace 
lias  msisted,  that  the  scarci^  of  seanien 
is  so  great,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to 
imve  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  supply- 
iAg  it  br  entering  vamttts  and  convioted 
feloM,  I  am  sure  nothing  of  the  kfaid  has 
happened;  and  I  AoM  be  extremely 
•verse  to  adopting  such  a  scheme,  or 
countenancing  any  mode  of  wanning  our 
navy  under  any  eoneamstaiioe  of  neoeasity 
that  might  lead  to  the  disgusting  so  usefU 
andhrav^  a  set  of  men;  besides,  I  think 
it  would  be  rtty  improper  on  many  ae* 
eoQBU;  itwoiddbeCDonieaiisofeormpt* 
ing  thphr  weals,  srhich^  withne,  shall  al» 


wajfS  continue  to  be  one  of  the'pnae  sb- 
jects  of  my  care  to  prevenL  Osrseasn 
are-,  in  general,  men  of  verycocnmendiUi 
conduct,  and'remarkaUe  good  Bonli,« 
long  as  they  remain  on  board.  If  ibey 
are  dissipated  when  on  shore,  the  cooi^ 
ouenees  of  their  dissipation  seldom  mch 
further  than  spending  their  money  is  van, 
&&  which  has  this  good  efiect  in  lOped 
of  the  service,  that  when  their  wauBf  it 
spent  they  return  to  their  sliips  with  chw- 
fulness,  their  means  of  living  on  landbeii| 
at  an  end.  What,  then,  would  be  the  p» 
baUe  consequence,  should  vagranti  ad 
felons  be  permitted  aboard  his  M^eitf^ 
ships  of  war;  but  that  die  most  proA^ 
of  their  species  would  mix  with  tae  sUi 
body  of  seamen,  and  oontaminste  lUr 
ssorals?  All  whk:h  are  matters  thsts^^ 
to  be  carefully  attended  to  and  pre^iini 
Taking,  however,  Ihe  facts  thrswn  Mtif 
then<^ledake  in  another  light, vhiti 
they  amount  to,^lowii^  them  to  hs  ti«i 
1  am  within  your  lordships'  reoolledM^ 
that  I  asserted  in  a  former  debate,  dot  k 
fdl  conMslements  of  the  20  goaidifl 
amounted  to  6,800  men ;  thatUMRiai 
but  6,300  men  dotually  on  the  bosb;  Ai 
consequently  there  Iras  a  deSdeooftf 
500  seamen;  aad  that  that  muBberoidi 
be  easily  procured,  or  in  case  of  esi^ 
genqr,  almost  instantaneoushr  cosfhiil 
by  a  press.'  Do  the  pveaent  actf  cori» 


diet  what  I  then  submitted  to  voor  ki^ 
ships  ?  I  stated  a  deficiency,  I  isftiad 
your  lordships  of  the  fiualitv  of  procaif 
Bsen,. of  which  I  have  had  daily  aftt 
enoe,  adding  at  the  saasetinse,  that  ii  ell 
of  a  sodden  Beoemi^  of  sending  theiii 
to  sea,  a  press  would  fianushssevilhil 
flaeans  of  providing  agmnst  any  pafllh 
exigency  that  ooakl  aiiae.  thnj^i 
spWE  of  a  press,  I  do  not  thiak  ssddl 
have  any  occaskm  for  one.  Whea  I«ii 
last  on  this  sdbiect,  I  said  I  belieisi« 
should  not,  norhavelhadanrressssaii 
to  change  my  opinion ;  butldkinstAi 
bind  myadf  lo  any  positive  cap  ^ 
that  pres»>wanaiits  would  not  be 
I  am  still  as  fiurirom  thiddngthit 
wiU,  but  I  b^  BO  means  tie  mvaelf  dan 

unconditional  hwoinise  that  tnej  w9 
I  raptitt  what  I  have  said  befisrs  tn 
ly,  tnat  aothmg  but  necessity  wiB 
me,  and  that  necessity  seanss  as  &r 

as  ever.     Prrsiin^  my  lords,  is 
with  great  seifari^  and  unoonn 
ahip;  Boduag  can  be  mors  dfesdU 
to  tear  a  usml  saendier  of  socisty 
his  finnily  wA  his  deamt 
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ten  probably  h»  industry  and  prolecdon 
MOit  wanted.  I  haw  often  turned  my 
BogbtB  to  the  subject,  and  hope  in  the 
d  to  be  able  to  perfect  seme  scheme 
neh  will  render  pressing  of  seamen  en- 
Aj  unneeessuy.-  I  have  already  had. 
ne  experience  that  the  usual  mode  of 
oouring  men  is  most  certainly  defective ; 
dNrhileJwiidi  toexplain  myself^  I  am  glad 
hate  an  opportunity  of  speaking  of  the 
irth  and  merit  of  two  very  deserving 
ieers;  one  of  them  a  near  relation  to  a 
Me  earl,  whom  I  now  see  in  his  place 
ml  Abereorn);  the  gentleman  I  allude 
is  captain  Hamilton ;  the  other,  captain 
ivnaA,  who,  with  a  fortune  of  100,000^ 
diout  any  temptation  to  go  to  sea,  but 
latr  was  inspired,  by  a  sense  of  duty 
1  the  Justice  of  the  cause  :  both  those 
leers  tendered  their  servieea  unasked; 
i  without  any  application  for  assist- 
pe  from  the  Admiralty^  procured  their 
mplementa  within  a  few  days,  so  as 
be  ready  to  proceed  to  sea ;  and  that 
vely  by  entering  own  at  rendezvous* 
Rues  to  serve  aboard  their  respeetive 
Msls^  Such  a  mode  of  procuring  men 
BStes  a  confidence  between  the  com<* 
ndiBf  officer  and  the  seamlm.  The 
nner  is  in  some  measure  bound  to  act 
iianely  to  the  man  who  gives  him 
snreference  of  serving  under  him ;  and 
B  latter  will  find  his  mterest  and  duty 
ile,  in  beharing  well  under  a  person 
ftn  whom  he  is  tauffht  to  expect  every 
toent  reasonable  indulffence,  and  future 
Nmr.  Tbese»  and  otner  instances  of  a 
sOar  nature,  which  have  come  to  my 
loWledge,  have  enabled  me  to  point  out 
e  thing  that  might,  b%  my  opinion,  be 
s  means  of  farthering  the  naval  sefrice; 
It  is,  trusting  less  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Amiralty  board,  and  giving  every  poasi- 
B  encouragement  to  the  captains  ap* 
sated  to  the  command  of  ships  to  com* 
Bte  their  own  crews.— The  noble  duke 
fi,  that  the  foreiirn  troops  having 
Irched  to  the  place  of  erabarxation,  and 
I  finding  the  transports  ready  to  receive 
em,  have  been  obliged  to  return  to  their 
iarteft.  I  am  certain  the  faetis  not  so, 
d  will  teH  his  grace  that  at  no  time  has 
e  transport  service  been  more  expedi- 
husly  conducted;  for  I  am  certain  it  was 
^er  known  in  tlris  country  that  so  many 
a  of  shipping  were  procured  within  so 
ort  a  time;  and>w4iat  rendered  this-ctr^ 
nsstance  the  more  extmordinary  was, 
'^  extreme  severi^^of  the  weather,  which, 
^the  retains  nuide  to  me,  bad  put  a  stop 


to  ail  work  and  busmeas  for  a  lbrtnigh^ 
during  the  time  of  the  frost.  The  noble 
duke  who  made  the  motion^  has  founded 
it  on  motives  of  humanity,  equity,  and 
sound  policy.  To  the  first  I  shall  only 
say,  that  the  present  measures,  if  steadily 
puisoed,  will,  to  everv  substantial  purpose, 
answer  ^e  ^ids  of  numanity,  and  be  the 
most  e&ctual  means  of  preventing  the 
efiusion^  of  human  blood.  In  point  of 
e^ty,  I  am  sure  the  motives  for  rejecting 
his  grace's  motion  are  equally  strong,  un- 
less we  consent  to  surrender  the  most  es- 
sential, and  sacred  rights  of  the  British  le« 
gisiature.  Andes  to  the  policy  and  expe- 
diency, 1  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  no* 
ble  duke  is  no  less  mistaken ;  fbr  as  we 
have  the  right,  so  1  trust  we  have  the 
power  to  assert  that  right,  and  will  be  able 
to  convince  the  Americans,  that  our  abi- 
li^  will  be  made  no  less  connpicuous  than 
the  justice  of  our  claims,  the  humanity  we 
have  manifested  in  the  manner  we  have 
asserted  them,  and  the,  measures  we  meaa 
to  pumue  in  their  maintenance  and  support. 
The  Duke  of  Riehmond.  The  nobie 
earl  who  lately  presided  at  the  head  of  a^ 
certain  department  (lord  Dartmouth) 
seems  to  doubt,  or  is  willing  to  explain 
away,  the  expression  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  duke  who  made  the  motion.  I  re- 
collect his  lordship's  words  precisely:  I 
took*  a  note  of  them  at  the  time,  and  they 
were,-  **  that  it  was  the  intention  of  admtnis* 
tration  torelaxand  conciliate, and  never  by 
force ofarmstosubdue America.''  This, my 
lordsi  I  contend,  was  the  idea  thrown  out' 
in  the  speech ;  and  was  the  ostensible  ob- 
jedt'of  Uie  dause  the  last  mentioned  noble 
duke  dluded  to ;  though  I  perfectly  coin-* 
dde  with  his  grace,  that  war  alone  for  the 
puipose  of  subduing  America,  lay  con- 
cealed under  that  clause,  as  now  manifestly 
appears.  What  does  the  dause  import  ? 
Does  it  contain  any  one  specific  provision  > 
Is  it  not  a  loose,  indefinite  jumble  of  words, 
meaning  nothing,  or  at'least  nothing  but 
to  vest  m  the  crown  a  power  of  disposing: 
of  the  r^hta  of  parliament  $    of  leaving 

Sarliament  sM  the  odium ;  and  ffiving  hn 
lajesty,  should  the  sdieme  of  coerdng 
America  prove  impractioable;  all  the  credit, 
of  any  concession  parliament  might  here« 
after  be  disposed  to  ngree  to.  1  wouM  de- 
sire your  lordships  to  torn  to  the  clause, 
and  see  the  conation  on  which  any  mea- 
sure of  conciliation  is  toreftt:  <<  whenever* 
aiqr  province,  &c.  shall  shew  a-dispoeittoo' 
to'  return  to  their  doty."  Hew  is  this* 
deposition  to  be  known?    Not  by  thr 
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Congresty' for  you  hsre  refused  to  treat 
with  them ;   not  with  anj  particular  de* 
acriptioo  of  men»  for  there  can  be  none 
legally  entitled  .to  answer  further  than 
themselves  are  concerned.    There  are  no 
assemblies  in  beioff.    Who,  then,  can  you 
treat  with,  but  wiA  indiTiduals  whom  ypu 
mean  to  detach  from  their  countrymen,  in 
order,  by  holding  out  oflfers  of  pardon,  to 
create  divisions;    and  by  effecting  that, 
forwarding  your  schemes  of  either  simple 
conquest   or    unconditional    submission? 
But  I  do  assure  your  lordships,  that  this 
scheme,    however   artfully    planned,    or 
deeply  laid,  will  meet  with  the  fate  of  all 
the  rest.    The  people,  so  as  to  answer  the 
ends  you  propose,  will  never  permit  them- 
selves to  be  duped.    It  will  be  received  as 
the  proposition  made  to  the  Congress  by 
sir  Grey  Cooper.    This  will  never  effect 
what  the  100,000^  offered  by  that  gen- 
tleman to  the  Congress,  if  they  would 
agree  to  the  noble  lord's  conciliatory  pro- 
position, failed  to  do.    Every  offi^r,  how- 
ever coverdj  made,  must  be  disclosed  at 
last.    That  is  the  constitution  of  the  Con- 
gress.   They  were  obliged  to  impart  to 
their  constituents,  that  they  refused  the 
money;    and  that  insidious  proposition, 
though  short  of  the  system  now  pursuing, 
met  with  that  contempt  it  deserved.    But 
supposing  that  the  Congress   had  con- 
sented, do  your  lordships  imagine,  that  the 
people  would  have  submitted  to  such  igno* 
minious  terms  ?  I  am  certain  they  would 
not    The  Congress  is  a  temporary  fluc- 
tuating body,  chosen  for  a  certain  term ;' 
and  as  the  people  found  that  the  point  at 
issue,  had  the  Congress  assented,  would 
have  been  virtually  surrendered,  it  is  pro* 
bable  they  would  have  appointed  other 
delegates,  who  would  have  undone  every 
thinff  that  had  been  agreed  to  by  their 
predecessors,  for  they  would  never  ac- 
quiesce in  a  mandate  which  says,  you  shall 
tax  yourselves,  you    shall  collect  those 
taxes,  and  send  the  produce  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  British  treasury ;  and  we  do 
at  the  same  time  reserve  to  ourselves  not 
only  the  negative  of  disapproving  of  the 
quantum,  but  likewise  the  right  of  taxing 
you  in  any  manner,  or  to  any  extent,  we 
may  hereafter  think  proper.    The  noble 
eari^  my  lords,  who  spoke  last,  has  made 
use  of  a  very  presumptuous  expressiim  in 
reply  to  the  noble  duke  who  spoke  imme- 
diately before  him.    He  tells  his  grace  not 
only  that  he  is  totally  mistaken  and  misin- 
formed, but  supposing  him  to  have  re- 
ceived his  information  from  professional 
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men,  desires  bioi  to  send  tfaoK  prrfa. 
siooal  men  to  him,  aod  he  wiQ  cobwi 
them  of  their  ignorance.  Tkis,  I  oosfei^ 
is  a  language  I  have  been  hitherto  w» 
customed  to;  I  always  imagined  tint  pre- 
fessional  men  were  snppoied  to  nov 
something  of  their  professioo ;  1  alnp 
thought  that  in  undertakings  of  sn  iai|i» 
tant  and  arduous  nature,  they  were  e» 
suited.  I  never  expected  to  lutfeheinl  a 
respectable  a  body  condemned  io  tbe 
lump,  and  included  in  a  general  cliai|erf 
ignorance  and  incapacity.  If  the  nabie 
earl  is  serious,  I  think  this  fact  ougltttoke 
one  reason  fo;r  oar  desisting  from  our  p» 
sent  design ;  for  if  the  charge  be  tme,  ik 
shall  we  have  to  carry  it  into  exeodia! 
Or,  taking  it  in  another  light,  if  the  tik^ 
and  knowledge  of  professioQal  bmb  m 
held  in  so  much  contempt,  and  the  aakk 
earl  has  only  relied  on  his  own  judgnol^ 
which,  however  transcendent  in  otkerfr 
spects,  I  cannot  put  in  competitioDvii 
those  who  have  devoted  their  whole  fiia 
to  a  profession,  I  am  not  surprized  tbad 
our  operations  have  hitherto  miacarni 
The  noble  earl  has  denied  thatvagmft 
or  ccmvicted  fdons  have  been  entered  ■! 
entertained  aboard  his  Majesty's  diipia 
war ;  but  I  can,  partly  from  ray  own  b» 
ledge,  contradict  his  lordship  in  thiii^ 
sertion.  As  lord  lieutenant  of  the  60H| 
of  Sussex,  I  received  aa  order  frooi  ds 
privy  council,  s^ned  by  the  noble  eada 
the  blue  ribbon  (lord  Gower)  as  prendii 
of  that  council,  desiring  me  to  csoiedl^ 
laws  in  beine  against  vagrants,  &&  cok| 
carried  into  dEedual  execution.  I  bcto. 
there  is  not  one  of  your  lordshii>s  wbo^ 
strangers  to  the  intended  operation  tf  tt 
order,  or  suppose  that  the.  prodssatir 
alluded  to  was  issued  for  any  other  ii# 

gose  but  to  pursue  the  objects  of  tfaea% 
y  causing  toe  persons  apprehended  ifldt 
it  to  be  put  aboard  the  ships  then  iiin| 
out,  and  which,  whatever  the  noble  m 
may  have  asserted  to  the  contrary,  1  ^\ 
well  satisfied,  were  detained  for  wiatd 
hands,  from  proceeding  to  the  P^*^^ , 
their  respective  destinations.  The  sdi' 
earl  speaks  very  pompously  of  the  pos^ 
strength,  and  resources  oif  this  ooobd^ 
He  may  be  right ;  but  I  think  we  htveHl 
yet  given  any  great  proof  of  theai,eicat 
m  the  profusion  of  our  grants.  Bak^ 
ship  says,  that  our  abilities  have  BOtbfl^ 
at  all  exerted;  that  we  are  able  to  enpf 
and  provide  teni  times  a  greater  fo'^^^^ 
the  present.  His  lordship  is,  I  coom% 
very  fruitful  in  expedients ;  but  I  w9<^ 
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t  has,  in  this  instancei  asserted  more  a 
CK)d  deal  than  he  will  be  able  to  make 
ood.  By  the  votes  of  the  other  House  1 
Mrceive,  that  six  millions,  or  thereabouts^ 
ive  been  already  granted  for  the  service 
r  the  present  year,  in  which  is  included, 
ren  for  last  year,  nearly  a  million  for  ex- 
aordinaries.  Now,  without  computing 
hat  the  probable  expence  of  tlie  extraor- 
inaries  of  this  year  will  be,  when  four 
mes  the  number  of  land  forces,  besides 
le  ver^  formidable  fleet  the  noble  earl  has 
itertamed  us  with  an  account  of,  are  to 
s  employed,  I  just  confine  the  expence 
>  what  is  already  granted.  I  would  then 
)k  the  noble  earl  whether  he  seriously 
unks  that  we  are  able  to  raise  sixty  mii- 
DDS  ?  for  his  assertion  goes  exactly  to 
lat ;  or  supposing  th^t  we  were,  whether 
would  be  politic,  to  involve  us  in  a  situa- 

00  which  might  render  such  an  exertion 
f  our  strength  necessary  ?  It  is  on  ac- 
»unt  of  our  defenceless  state  at  homci  the 
eavy  expence  th^  prosecution  of  a  war  at 
»^reat  a  distance  must  cost,  the  deluge 
f  blood  which  must  of  course  be  spent  in 
ich  a  quarrel,  the  fear  of  an  attack  from 
ur  foreign  enemies,  but  above  all,  the  in- 
istice  of  the  cause,  that  I  am  for  heartily 
freeing  with  the  noble  duke's  motion, 
la  means  of  preventing  all  those  accumu- 
Aed  evils  with  which  we  are  threatened. 
^  for  one,  am  free  to  declare,  that  should 
le  colonies  persist,  and  refusing  to  enter 
ito  terms  or  accommodation,  claim  rights 
pstructive  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  em- 
ire,  I  should  thenceforward  be  silent  in 
leir  behalf,  and  should  be  as  earnest  as 
\e  most  zealous  of  your  lordships,  in  com- 
piling them  to  that  species  of  submission 

1  which  the  strength  and  power  of  this 
luntrv,  and  all  its  dependencies,  most  es* 
mtially  depend. — Before  I  sit  down,  as 
erhaps.  it  may  be  the  last  time  I  may 
Ive  an  opportunity  of  addressing  myself 
)  the  right  reverend  bench  on  this  occa- 
on,  I  shall  say  a  word  or  two  to  their 
trdships.  It  is  true  I  have  been  as  yet 
^er  unsuccessful  in  my  appeals  to  that 
Barter ;  but  when  to  the  motives  of  hu- 
ttnity,  and  all  the  sanctions  arising  from 
love  of  peace  and  an  abhorrence  to  the 
Sfusion  of  blood,  I  shall  add  the  consi- 
erations  of  their  lordships'  own  personal 
({ncerns,  I  flatter  m^self>  I  shall  be  heard 
ith  greater  attention  by  the  right  re- 
^rend  body.  It  is  possible,  my  lords, 
^at  in  the  present  conflict,  while  both 
Br  ties  ere  warmly  contending,  the  consti- 
Uion  may  be  destroyed,  the  righto  and 
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liberties  of  the  people  may  be  anmhilated, 
or  another  revolution  may  happen,  and  the 
government  may  be  overthrown.  In  the 
hitter  event, .  what  will  probably  be  the 
consequence  ?— -but  that  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  you,  my  lords,  (the  bishops)  may 
a. second  time  rail  a  victim  to  the  rage  of« 
the  people.  The  golden  prebends,  the 
rich  deanrips,  the  overgrown  bishop ricksi 
may  be  sacrificed  to  appease  the  wrath, 
and  gratify  the  expectations  of  the  pre- 
vailing party.  This  may  be  the  case, 
should  the  constitution  be  overthrown, 
and  it  has  always  been  in  this  country  a 
consequence  of  bad  government.  Our 
rulers  have  first  provoked  the  people,  the 
constitution  has  been  violated,  attempts 
have  been  made  on  their  parts  to  support 
those  violations,  and  the  people  have  ge- 
nerally prevailed  in  the  struggle ;  so  that 
the  event  has  been,  that,  whether  the  rights 
of  the  people  have  been  vindicated  or  in- 
vaded, the  government  has  been  dissolved* 
It  is  on  this  account  I  now  particularly 
address  myself  to  the  right  reverend  bench, 
to  remind  them  of  their  real  situation,  and 
to  warn  them  of  the  consequences  of  a 
state  of  civil  confusion,  as  they  perhaps 
will  be  the  first  and  most  material  suf- 
ferers. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich*  1  never  ar- 
raigned the  abilities  of  professional  mea 
in  general;  I  never  desired  that  they 
micht  be  sent  to  me,  to  instruct  them. 
What  I  both  said  and  meant,  my  lords, 
was,  that  the  noble  duke  was  misin- 
formed ;  that  if  he  had  his  information 
from  professional  men,  I  know  wlio  they 
were ;  I  knew  they  were  superficial, 
and  as  such  recommended  to  his  grace, 
to  send  those  professional  men  to  me, 
and  I  would  convince  them  that  ther 
were  ignorant,  and  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  the  matter.  I  therefore  appeal  to 
your  lordships'  candour,  whether  my 
words  admitted  of  such  an  interpretation 
as  the  noble  duke  has  put  upon  them.  I 
am  sure  they  did  not ;  for  as  no  man  has 
a  higher  esteem  for  the  profession,  so  no 
person  can  be  more  perfectly  convinced 
of  the  very  accurate  and  extensive  know- 
ledge of  many  of  those  brave  and  expe- 
rienced seamen  alluded  to,  who  would  do 
honour  to  any  profession,  or  any  service. 

The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  I  was  not 
present  in  the  House  wnen  the  noble 
duke,  who  made  the  motion,  adverted  to 
me  ui  a  matter  of  explanation  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  cabinet  In  1769,  when 
.  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  the  Act  for  lay- 
I     [4M3 
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ing  on  the  port  duties  in  America.  1  have 
been  now  informed  that  his  grace  has  as- 
lerted  he  was  over-ruled  and  dut-voted  in 
.council ;  and  that  I  sent  him  a  note  stating 
the  transaction.  I  do  not  say  thai  the 
Aoble  duke  did  not  receive  such  a  note, 
but  I  deny  that  it  ever  came  either  directly 
or  in^lrectlv  from  me.  The  noble  duke 
who  spoke  fast,  has  again  adverted  to  my 
unfortunate  letter,  which  has  afforded  such 
ample  matter  for  discussion ;  and  has  as- 
serted, that  it  was  done  with  an  intention 
of  amusing  the  colonies,  and  deceiving 
them.  There  is  nothing,  I  trust,  I  would 
be  further  from  being  guilty  of,  than  de- 
ceit, in  any  shape  or  to  answer  any  pur- 
pose. ,  I  am  certain  such  a  charge  will  be 
found  totally  groundless  in  the  present  in- 
•tance.  I  appeal  to  the  obvious  construc- 
tion of  the  letter  itself;  and  I  would  re- 
commend to  such  of  your  lordsliips  as  may 
hereafter  think  it  worth  yoiir  while  to  take 
notice  of  it,  to  first  desire  it  to  be  read,  in 
order  that  the  House  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  for  themselves,  and  not  be  misled 
by  any  partial  interpretation  of  it.  The 
words  of  the  letter,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  present  subject^  were,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's then  ministers  engaged  for  them- 
selves, and  desired  the  respective  gover- 
nors to  assure  the  several  assemblies,  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  this  country  to 
lav  any  tax  on  America,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  revenue.  Supposing,  tlien, 
that  this  promise  were  binding  on  all  suc- 
cessive administrations,  whicn  I  presume 
will  hardly  be  contended  for,  will  any 
noble  lord  produce  a  single  instance  in 
which  this  promise  has  been  departed 
from  ?  Has  there  any  tax  been  imposed, 
or  duty  levied,  since  that  period?  1  will 
not  trouble  your  lordships  with  any  parti- 
cular discussion  on  the  right  this  country 
has  to  tax  the  colonies.  My  general  sen- 
timents are  already  fully  known.  If  so- 
vereignty includes  every  thing  essential  to 
its  inherent  power  and  exercise,  it  is  to 
the  last  degree  absurd,  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  genera]  legislative  right  to  go- 
vern, direct  and  controul,  and  the  partial 
limited  object  of  taxation,  which  is  clearly 
included  m  that  right,  and  necessarily 
jTorms  a  part  of  it.  It  would  ill  become 
me  to  waste  your  lordships'  time  in  pur- 
suing the  self-evident  consequences  wnich 
flow  from  this  principle.  The  point  of  Ex- 
pediency in  the  outset  of  this  business 
might  have  admitted  of  argument:  tlie 

f  resent  state  of  it  cannot.  The  gentleman 
Hr.  Grenville)  vbo  first  proposed  the 


■ 

Stamp  Act,  saw  this  point  in  a  vefj  deff 
light,  and  determined  to  couple  the  oiiB- 
tenance  of  the  right  with  the  neceiiitjr  d 
obliging  America  to  contribate  to  HgUes 
the  burdens  she  had  been  aoceany  in 
creating.  He  was  a  worthy,  able  mai, 
and  in  some  respects  a  great  man;  yet  if 
he  could  have  foreseen  all  the  cook- 
quences  that  have  since  happened,  I  hue 
strong  reasons  to  believe  he  would  hm 
desisted  from  his  design.  The  geotkBiea 
who  succeeded  him  were  actuated  hj  the 
best  motives:  they  found  thatcooi^ii 
a  state  little  short  of  civil  confusion.  Fm 
a  solicitude  to  preserve  the  peace  of  tke 
empire,  they  consented  to  the  repaid 
the  12lW  which  created  those  unhappjl^ 
turbances;  but  even  that  adroinutnliB 
acknowledged  the  principle  laid  down  If 
their  predecessors  m  office ;  for  thej  » 
companied  the  repeal  of  the  Stsmp  At^ 
with  the  Declaratory  law,  which  rosffltis 
the  legislative  supremacy  of  this  caaMj 
in  all  cases  whatever.  When  the  dstis 
were  laid  on  in  1767>  I  did  not  attend,it 
had  I  any  hand  in  imposing  them;  IleR^ 
theless,  as  the  rieht  was  questioned  If 
America,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  milevn 
resolved  entirely  to  relinquish  the  i^ 
vereignty  over  that  country,  we  oogiitiv 
no  means  to  consent  to  a  total  repoL  1 
saw  the  necessity  of  retaining  a  part  of  Al 
duties,  till  America  should  recognize  Ai 
right  of  imposing  them.  I  voted  agiaA 
the  total  repeal \  on  that  ground;  anil 
concurred  in  advising  the  latter  os  Al 
same  motives.  A  clear  and  spec^r 
knowledgment  of  the  right,  1  thoogbcs 
cessary ;  when  that  was  completely  I 
I  cured,  I  was  wilting  to  concede  on  ll| 
ground  of  expediency  alone.  I  am* 
of  the  same  opinion,  and  shall  ever  ec 
tinue  to  resist,  to  the  utmost  of  mypoM^ 
every  proposition  for  conce8sk)n  or  ^ 
commodation,  shoct  of  submission  ssdy 
knowledgment,  'such  as  I  have  deiciM 
because,  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  tMs 
the  right  of  taxation  be  surrendered,  eitf 
other  beneficial  right  of  sovereignty w 
soon  follow,  and  America  in  the  enMl 
totally  separated  from  this  country,  u* 
noble  duke,  on  a  former  occshoi^^ 
pressed  his  disapprobation  very  rtwsp 
of  the  law  for  altering  the  charter  of  1^ 
sachusetts  Bay.  For  my  part,  I  thiokfi 
law  was  in  every  respect  extremely  oea^ 
sary.  l^rst,  as  to  the  right,  becvue^ 
charter,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  gii% 
is  controulable  and  dissolvable  by  tby 
preme  legislature.  Ooly  Ntot|8iylm 
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fer  an  ioBtant,  what  the  coMequence  irould 
be,  if  the  contrary  were  true  ?   The  King 
might  grant  excluaive  privileges  byxhar* 
ter;  he  might  name  them  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  render  them  totally  independent 
of  parliament;  and  he  might  in  fiict,  by 
Ibis  means,  parcel  out  the  whole  empire 
into  ^  many  independent  communities  as 
be  pleased.    Surely,  my  lords,  such  an 
absurdity  is  not  to  be  endured.  I  contend, 
that  all  corporations  are  under  the  con- 
troul  of  parliament;  that  it  is  competent 
for  parliament  to  alter,  amend,  or  aoridge 
theprivileffes  thus  granted,  whenever  they 
see  that  the  interests  of  the  empire  de- 
inaod  it    Let  us,  then,  in  maintenance  of 
the  general  principle,  make  a  particular 
application  of  it,  as  affecting  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.    Towards  the  latter 
nd  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  2nd,  a  po- 
licy prevailed  which  I  as  heartily  disap* 
prove  of  as  any  of  your  lordships,  that  of 
dissolving  charters  at  the  mere  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  crown,  or  at  least  in  a 
mode  nearly  as  exceptionable.    I  believe, 
however,  that  the  matter  I  am  going  to 
allade  to,  happened  to  be  an  exception  to 
the  general  abuse  of  the  power  exercised 
bj  that  monarch.    It  was  discovered,  that 
the  charter  granted  to  Massachusetts  Bay, 
was  no  more  than  an  incorporation  of  cer- 
tain persons,  for  the  mere  purposes  of 
carrying  on  trade,  under  the  description 
ef  A  chairman  and  mo  many  assistants ;  the 
vacancies  in  the  latter  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  chairman,  and  the  president's  seat, 
irhen  a  vacancy  happeoea,  by  the  majo- 
iity  of  the  assistants.    What  was  the  con- 
lequence  ?  Why,  this  body  of  men  usmrped 
lU  the  powers  of  ciril  government ;  and 
instead  of  a  trading  company,  erected 
themselves  into  a  kind  of  little  republic, 
lisclaiming  almost  all   political  relation 
to  the  parent  state.     Actuated  by  those 
^nciples  of  republicanism,  which  have 
vevailed  among  them  in  a  greater  or 
asser  degree  since  their  earliest  settlement 
Q  that  country,  the  chairman  soon  as- 
omed  the  name  of  governor,  and  his  as- 
istants  that  of  a  council,  over  whom,  for 
be  reason  before  assigned,  the  King  had 
to  power,  for  he  was  not  permitted  to  ap- 
KMnt  either.     The  charter  on  this  account 
Fas  accordingly  dissolved;  and  though 
fter  the  Revolution  the  people  of  that 
province  did  every  thing  in  tlieirpower  to 
btain  a  renewal  of  it,  their  endeavours 
voved  unsuccessful.  King  William's  coun- 
il*  though  they  had  risk^  their  lives  and 
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liberties  of  their  country,  could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  establish,  or  fenew 
claims  so  derogatory  to  the  legislative 
rights,  the  sovereign  contfoul,  and  the  csh 
sential  interests  of  this  country.  At  length 
the  people  of  New-England  were  obliged 
to  submit.  Their  country  was  divided 
into  distinct  governments,  and  the  King 
reserved  to  himself  the  power  of  appointing 
the  governor  in  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusets  Bay,  and  provided  in  another 
manner  for  the  election  of  the  council* 
So  the  constitution  of  that  government 
stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
disputes,  when  it  was  fouqd  that  a  defect 
remained,  which  was  very  severely  felt^ 
and  which  caused  a  continual  interruption 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  public  business. 
It  was  this:  by  king  William's  charter, 
though  the  appointment  of  the  governor 
was  reserved  to  the  crown,  the  council 
were  chosen  by  the  people.  By  which 
means  the  governor  found  himself  conti- 
nually thwarted  or  over-ruled  in  coun- 
cil; consequently,  whatever  measurea^he 
adopted  were  either  weak  or  inefficacious, 
and  government  became  in  a  great  mea- 
sure useless  or  inactive.  To  remedy  that 
evil,  the  Charter  Bill  was  framed  and 
passed  into  a  law.  I  am  sorry  it  was  not 
thought  of  earlier ;  for  I  am  certain  if  it 
had,  none  of  the  consequences  which  are 
now  so  justly  lamented,  would  have  hap- 
pened. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne,  1  came  down  this 
day  to  the  House  with  an  intention  of  se- 
conding the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
duke,  because  I  think  it  the  only  measure 
now  lefl  which  can  possibly  extricate  xts 
from  that  inevitable  destruction  which 
awaits  us,  should  we  obstinately  persist  in 
our  present  wild  and  romantic  system  of 
conquest  and  coercion.  I  have,  from  the 
beginning  of  this  melancholy  business, 
been  always  of  opinion  that  a  middle  path 
might  be  hit  tm  by  which  this  country 
may  be  enabled  both  to  acquit  herself  with 
honour,  and  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  her 
once  happy  government  to  her  American 
subjects,  without  sacrificing  those  interests, 
which  I  shall  always  be  as  zealous  to  re- 
tain as  any  one  of  your  lordships ;  mean- 
ing, however,  to  be  understood  on  this 
clear  principle,  that  the  power  of  taxing 
themselves,  and  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
charter,  must  be  preserved  to  the  colonies 
inviolate.  I  shall  ever  think,  that  any  at- 
tempt to  deprive  them  of  either  of  those, 
will  be  no  less  unjust  in  principle,  than  im« 

practicable  in  the  execiuiofiu    I  kaow« 
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as  to  be  silent,  and  not  express  my  mort 
hearty  disapprobation  of  doctrines  lo  d^ 
rogatory  of  the  prerogative  of  thecrovoi 
and  the  controuling  and  superioteiMfiDg 
power  of  the  British  parliament    As  to 
the  question  immediately  before  your  lord- 
ships, t  look  upon  it  the  only  one  now  Ht 
for  oiir  national  salvation.    It  admits  (rf'lnt 
one   plausible  objection,  which  is,  tfait 
should  we  now  recede,  it  would  operate 
as  an  encouragement  to  America  to  Hk 
higher  in  her  demands,  on  a  suppositioa 
that  our  conceding  at  this  particular  cria 
would  induce  her  to  conclude,  thattiifli- 
dity  and  a  consciousness  of  oar  own  iojfai* 
lity,  not  a  love  of  justice,  were  die  tree 
motives.      Granting    every  thing  whidk 
may  be  built '  on  this  argument  to  haie 
great  weight,  I  would  only  oppoee  to  it 
this  one  consideration,  urged  byanoUe 
duke  (of  Richmond),  that  should  thistn 
out  to  be  true,  it  would  give  the  friendi  4 
government  such   a   superiority,  suc&  i 
concurrence  of  hearts  and  hands,  sswoM 
be  more  than  a  sufficient  counteriMDasee 
for  any  inconvenience  which  might  arise 
from  the  suspension  of  arms  proposed  bj 
the  present  motion.    On  the  whole,  1  m 
see  no  solid  objection  to  your  lorddni 
agreeing  to  it:   I  perceive  innumerA 
forcible  reasons  for  your  acquiesceDOb  I 
foresee  the  possibility,  if  not  the  str«l 
probability,  of  our  being  compelled  t» 
engage  in  a  foreign  war.    I  am  conviooet 
that  the  present  schemes  of  conquest  aal 
coercion  are  unjust.    I  am  satisfied  tli^ 
are  impolitic,  and  as  such  heartily  uniBeii 
opinion,  that  the  present  motion  ought* 
be  agreed  to  on  every  principle  of  b^ 
manity,  equity,  and  sound  policy. 

Lord  Lytikton.  Though  I  do  not  tW 
-that  the  noble  lords  who  support  thiso^ 
tion,  nor  any  other  noble  lord  in  Ai 
House,  have  any  right  to  desire  exf' 
tions  from  ministers,  on  points  wbi^ 
and  are  incidental  to  their  offices,  ye(,  ft 
my  own  part,  as  the  matter  has  beenpM 
ed  pretty  forcibly  by  several  of  the  m 
lords  in  opposition,  I  should  be  gM 
know  from  the  noble  lords  in  office,  ■ 
ther  they  have  specific  assurances  iK% 
the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  r*^ 
cient  to  give  them  a  perfect  securi^ 
this  nation  will  not  be  interrupted  ia  #• 
present  measures  for  the  pojpoee  ti^ 
ducingbur  rebellious  subjects  m  /  "^ 
I  urge  this  more  for  the  sake  of 
ening  the  hands  of  government, 
the  mere  purpose  of  infonnatiofi ;  fc 
am  perfectly  satiafied;  that  do 


even  after  concession  on   our  side,  and 
submission  and  confidence  on  theirs,  a 
great  deal  will  still  remain  to  be  done. 
Much  must  be  trusted  to  the  wisdom, 
integrity,    and  moderation   of  ministers. 
They  will  have  many  great  and  uncommon 
difficulties  to  encounter.    I  foresee  many 
of  them.    The  disposition  of  the  army  in 
particular,  I  predict  will  be  the  source  of 
great  doubt,  and  no  small  contrariety  of 
sentiment  both  here  and  in  America.     I 
however  put  in  my  claim  to  be  understood, 
as  by  no  means  giving  up  or  being  willing 
to  relinquish  the  right  inherent  in  the  so- 
vereign, of  ordering,  directing,  and  sta- 
tioning the  army  in  whatever  part  of  this 
empire  he  may  think  proper  ;  and  I  con- 
fess it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  astonish- 
ment and  uneasiness  I  have  heard  doc- 
trines of  a  very  different  nature  maintained 
within  this  House  by  several,  noble  lords, 
whose  more  peculiar  business  it  is  to  take 
care  that  his  Majesty's  just  prerogatives 
be  maintained  entire  and  undiminished  in 
all  their  parts.     I  particularly  allude  to  the 
transactions  in  Ireland,  and  the  language 
held  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom. 
It  is  true,  I  have  a  very  considerable  pro- 
perty in  Ireland,  and  have  its  interests 
sincerely  at  heart,  but  nevertheless  I  woirld 
not  wish  to  advance  them  at  the  expence 
of  this  country.    Besides,  I  am  convmced, 
that  any  partial  favour  granted  to  that 
kingdom,  unless  in  points  of  local  ad- 
vantage, which  do  not  interfere  with  the 
controiil  and  supremacy  of  this,  would  in 
the  end  be  no  real  advantage  to  it.    If  the 
laws  against  Catholics  be  cruel  and  impo- 
litic;  if  the  monopoly  claimed  by  this 
country,  in  some  instances,  be  liable  to 
the  same  objection  ;  if  any  laws  are  want- 
ing which   may  encourage  domestic  in- 
-  dustry  and  promote  cultivation,  none  of 
your  lordships  would  be  readier  to  agree 
to  any  scheme  which  might  conduce  to 
ends  so  salutary  and  desirable :  but  when 
1  hear  it  asserted  that  the  military  force  of 
this  empire  is  to  be  divided  into  separate 
establishments,  not  under  the  immediate 
controul  of  the  sovereign  ;  when  I  hear  it 
maintained  that  it  Is  not  competent  for  his 
Majesty  to  send  foreigners,    under  the 
sanction  of  a  British  parliament,  into  any 
part  of  the  empire,  for  its  particular  de- 
fence, or  for  the  safety  of  the   whole ; 
when  I  hear  that  a  certain  local  military 
establishment  is  fixed,   and,  as  it  were, 
locked  up  in  Ireland,  so  as  not  to  be  called 
forth,  as  the  exigences  of  afiairs  may  re- 
i^uire ;  I  cannot  forget  my  duty  so  much 
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ntrigaes  whatever  should  prevent  us  from 
reckiroiDg  America  from  its  present  dis- 
ordered state,  and  securing  to  us  in  future 
ks  dependence  and  constitutional  submis- 
Hon.    But  my  motive  chiefly  is  to  remind 
oiinisters  of  what  has  fallen  in  the  course 
•f  this  debate*  lest  their  sHence  may  be 
construed   into  a  positive  acquiescence. 
The  noble  earl  who  spoke  last  but  one 
(lord  Hillsborough)  has  exculpated  him- 
lelf  very  ably  from  the  charge  of  inten- 
tional  deceit^  imputed  to  his  circular  let- 
ter :  but  I  am  far  from  following  that  no- 
ble earl  in  some  of  the  reasoning  he  re- 
torted to.    His  lordship  told  you  that  no 
tax  had  been  since  imposed ;  that  if  there 
had,  it  was  not  imposed  by^the  same  ad- 
ministratioo ;  and  that  very  few,  If  any, 
resaained  in  oflice  now,  who  were  in  office 
St  the  time  the  letter  was  written.    To 
ne,  further  than  the  purpose  of  mere  per- 
sonal exculpation,  all  this  seems  extremely 
irrelative.    I  cannot  agree  that  any  en- 
gagement made  bv  any  administration,  can 
be   deemed  binding  on   your  lordships. 
i  cannot  conceive  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  any  set  of  ministers,  however  able,  to 
compliment  away  the  inherent  rights  of 
the  British  parliament.    If  the  power  be 
in  the  parliament,  as  I  am  sure  it  is,  they 
cannot  even  themselves  surrender  it,  with  • 
ODt  a  manifest  breach  of  trust.    I  take  it 
to  be  a  right  orignial,  co-extensive,  and 
inalienable,  apt  to  be  parted  with  or  trans- 
ferred.   If  s;o,  how  much  less  can  parlia- 
ment and  the  nation  at  large  be  bound  by 
engagements  of  this  nature  made  by  minis- 
ters ?   I  allow  that  the  right  of  taxation, 
which  is  the  leading  point  in  dispute,  may, 
from  motives  of  expediency,  be  suspend- 
ed, or  abstained  from ;  but  1  do  contend, 
that .  it  can  never  be  abandoned  entirely, 
because  it  is  essential  to  the  very  nature 
and  exercise  of  civil  government.    The 
motion  now  before  your  lordships  is  indeed 
of  a  very  extraordinary  kind.  What  does  it 
offer  ?   That  afler  the  most  notorious  acts 
of  violence,  after  the  most  patient  for- 
bearance on  our  part,  after  giving  proofs 
of  moderation  never  before  heard  of,  we 
are  desired  to  suspend  all  further  opera- 
tbns.    Is  this  consistent  with  the  wisdom 
and  dignity  of  a  great  and  powerful  na- 
tion ?   Consider,  my  lords,  what  a  figure 
jrou  would  cut  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 
in  those  of  your  own  subjects,  in  the  opi- 
nion even  of  the  very  people  for  whose 
lake  the  benefit  is  intended.    Would  they 
not  all  unite  in  pronouncing  it  the  summit 
of  folly,  of  cowardicei  and  national  weak- 


ness, not  lenity  and  humanity  ?  I  am  asto* 
nished  to  hear  the  noble  lords  on  tlie  other 
side  urge  so  warmly  motives  of  humanity, 
in  order  to  induce  your  lordships  to  agree 
with  the  present  proposition.  Are  there 
any  people  under  neaven  have  acted  more 
inhumanly  than  those  very  people  for 
whom  they  now  plead  ?  Have  ttiey  not  al<* 
ready  destroyed  even  the  very  appear- 
ance  of  government  ?  Have  they  not  ruin* 
ed,  banished,  and  proscribed  every  man, 
who  has  even  tlared  to  difier  from  them 
in  sentiment  i  Have  they  not  trampled  on 
every  right  of  personal  liberty  and  private 
property  ?  Have  they  not  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  stifle  all  free  discussion  in  print,  and 
overthrown  that  great  palladium  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  in  the  person  of  Rivin^ton, 
whose  only  crime  was,  that  he  pubfished 
the  thoughts  of  men  who  ventured  to  dis- 
approve of  the  measures  they  were  pursu- 
ing ?  I  do  affirm  to  your  lordships,  that  1 
have  particular  information  to  support  me 
in  these  general  assertions,  fronvgentlemen 
of  undoubted  veracity,  who  have  related  a 
variety  of  particulars  that  would  astonish 
you,  if  they  were  made  known.  But,  m  j 
lords,  besides  the  great  question  depending 
between  both  countries,  I  would  only  ask, 
what  will  be  the  certain  effect  of  this  mo- 
tion ?  It  will  only  be  to  give  the  colonies 
time  to  prepare  for  more  vigorous  resist- 
ance ;  and  if  what  has  been  thrown  out 
this  day,  relative  to  the  real  disposition  of 
foreign  powers,  has  any  foundation  in  it, 
it  will  answer  every  end  of  giving  time 
both  to  our  natural  enemies  and  rebellious 
subjects,  to  make  such  preparations  as  will 
for  ever  after  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
reduce  the  latter  to  a  proper  state  of  obe- 
dience. 

The  Bishop  of  Peterborough.  I  am  not 
so  insensible  of  my  own  msignificance, 
and,  I  trust,  shall  not  be  so  forgetful  of  my 
duty  and  my  place,  as  ever  to  become  a 
busy  meddler  in  political  matters;  but 
your  lordships  will  not  think  it  unbecom- 
ing my  station  to  say  a  few  words  in  sup- 
port of  a  motion,  which,  notwithstanding 
what  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  and 
the  noble  earl  who  spoke  some  time  before 
him,  have  objected  to  it,  appears  stilly  to 
me  founded  upon  principles  of  humanity, 
justice,  and  sound  policy.— The  substance 
of  those  objections,  which  have  the  ^ost 
colour  of  argument,  is,  that  it  is  unbecom- 
ing the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  to  treat 
with  subjects  that  are  in  rebellion  to  her 
authority,  while  they  have  their  arms  ia 
their  hands ;  and  that  a  republican  spirit 
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0f  iadepqidepce  beioy  the  real  ground  of 
dM  dispute,  to  negooate  would  be  only  to 
dday,  and  gire  Uie  colonies  dme  to 
atreogthen  tbemselvesy  and  thereby  be- 
come still  more  formidable  than  they  are. 
—As  to  saying  the  Americans  are  not  to 
be  treated  ipiUi,  while  they  hare  arms  in 
their  hands,  it  is,  in  effiect,  the  veiy  same 
thing  as  saying  they  shall  not  be  treated 
with  at  aA:  for  it  cannot  be  supposed, 
for  a  moment,  that  a  whole  people,  en- 

e;ed  in  what  appears  to 'them  theveiy 
t  of  causes,  who  have  already  commit- 
ted themselves  so  fiir  as  to  incur  the  cen- 
aures  of  rebellion,  should,  while  they  have 
the  means  of  defence  left,  forego  their  only 
hope,  and  submit  themsdves  uncondition- 
ally to  the  will  of  those  whom  they  think 
have  injured  and  oppressed  thera,  without 
having  the  least  assurance  which  they  can 
rely  upon  given  them,  either  of  redress  or 
security. — The  plain  and  only  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  this  argument,  is,  that 
slaughter  and  devastation  must  now  neces* 
aarily  be  the  only  means  employed  to  re- 
establish mutual  confidence,  and  a  cordial 
recondliation.  As  to  the  idea  of  the  no- 
ble earl,  that  these  troubles  originated 
from  a  republican  spirit  of  independence, 
and  therefore  to  treat  would  only  be  to 
delay,  it  seems  to  me  a  begging  of  the 
question ;  and  to  shew  it  is  so,  I  beg  leave 
to  recall  your  lordships'  recollection  to 
what  was  said  in  the  debate  on  the  Boston 
Port  Bill.  Your  lordships  were  then  in- 
formed, that  the  discontents  in  America 
were  confined  to  the  lower  order  of  the 
people,  and  were  only  the  idle  clamours 
of  an  inconsiderable  faction,  whose  chief 
support  was  the  encouragement  they  had 
from  persons  here  at  home.  'In  the  next 
session,  when  the  disturbances  grew  more 
alarming,  they  were  said  to  be  owing  to 
the  defective  constitution,  and  turbulent 
spirit  oi  a  single  disafiected  province ;  that 
constitution  was  altered,  and  the  evil  in- 
creased :  now  it  is  spread  over  the  whole 
continent,  and  it  is  attempted  to  persuade 
your  lordships  that  it  has  all  along  pro- 
ceeded from  one  general  principle  of  uni- 
versal independence. — For  my  part,  my 
lords,  believing  in  my  conscience,  as  I  do, 
that  we  need  look  no  farther  for  the  origin 
of  these  troubles,  than  the  fiital  imposition 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  I  can  by  no  means  ad- 
mit the  notion^  that  absolute  independence 
is  even  now  the  object  of  America.  When 
I  first  heard  the  position  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  it  was  altogether  novel  to  me, 
in  any  other  light  than  as  one  of  the  many 


hydra  heads,  that  natmaDy  spriag  fran 
the  blood  of  civil  dissmtion :  that  sobs 
there  may  have  been  who  from  the  bsp^ 
ning  had  it  in  view,  I  wiH  not  qacstisB; 
but  if  their  party  ever  t^ecomcs  genersl,  it 
wiU  be  the  consequence,  and  notthecanie 
of  our  disputes*  HI,  however,  doesitfem 
to  become  the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  jmt 
lordships'  counsels  to  adopt  sodi  apma- 
sion  on  mere  presumptive  evidence,  sad 't 
stands  on  no  other. 

For  whether  America  does  or  dseiBit 
really  aim  at  absolute  independence,  ii  if 
no  means  only  a  speculative  idea;  it  a 
fraught  with  consequences  of  the  utaMS 
importance;  it  is  big  with  all  the  horron 
of  war  and  desolation  abroad,  with  sUtk 
evils  of  dissention  here  at  home.  Illdiae* 
fore,  I  say,  does  it  accord  with  yoor  lori- 
ships'  wonted  caution  to  decide  on  so  oip  « 
terial  a  point  upon  bare  probability,  ^ 
duced  from  doubtful  premises,  by  sannia^ 
inference,  and  conjecture,  while  poittia 
proof  was  to  be  bad ;  for  had  it  certaislf 
might  have  been,  and  I  hope  still  oaj  be 
had,  if  an  assurance  was  given  to  the  €»> 
lonies,  (on  laying  down  their  arms,  iid 
making  restitutidn  for  the  violence  done  a 
private  property )  ^  security  agaiost  da 
exercise  of  taxation.  It  is  prindpsUj  m 
this,  by  them  deemed  a  constitutional  poii^ 
and  not  on  visionary  ideas  of  as  iak- 
pendence  which  nothing  but  a  peneva^ 
ance  in  error  on  both  aides  can  e«a 
realise,  that  America  is  um'ted,  ad 
hazarcUng  all  the  consequences  of  rciis* 
ance.  The  noble  duke's  motion  is  caka* 
lated  to  prevent  the  dire  conflict  betvees 
resentment  and  despair.  Il  propoisBi 
terms,  which  might  embarrass  adminiitifr 
tion,  not  even  such  as  must  begrviwl 
whenever  an  end  is  put  to  this  war;  ftr 
there  are  very  few  now  ao  sangaiae  ii 
their  expectations  as  to  think  that  Aae-^ 
rica,  if  entirely  subdued,  could  be  beM  a 
peaceable  subjection,  under  the  exerda 
of  taxation.  Should  it,  however,  sppcv 
that  nothing  short  of  independence  vl 
satisfy  America,  it  will  at  least  have  da 
good  effect,  it  will  let  us  all  into  the  ad 
ground  of  the  quarrel,  concerning  alvk 
we  so  widely  difier  at  present :  it  wOl  uaa 
the  sentiments  of  all  parties ;  it  will  gi^ 
stability  to  administrauon,  enable  cheats 
unfold  their  plan  of  operation,  and  ki^ 
no  other  subject  of  debate  than  whether » 
is  best  to  conquer  or  abandon. 

His  lordship  then  added,  that  it  sa 
not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the  discsh 
sion  of  a  pomt  that  had  ahready  been  tot 
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touch  agitated,  and  which  he  wished  had 
never  been  agitated  at  all,  namely,  the  su- 
premacy of-  parliament ;  but  as  he  hoped 
to  trouble  the  House  no  more  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  America,  he  begged  leave  to  sub- 
mit  to  their  consideration  a  short  reflec- 
tion or  two.  In  whatever  light,  said  he, 
I  have  viewed  this  subject,  I  have  never 
yet  been  able  so  far  to  confound  my  ideas, 
as  to  suppose  that  power  and  right  are  sy- 
nonimous  terms ;  and  to  me  it  appears  to 
avail  little,  that  it  should  be  said  the  power 
of  parliament  extends  over  the  properties, 
when  it  has  ceased  to  influence  the  opi- 
nion of  the  subject.  Parliament  may  m- 
deed  call  men  and  things  by  what  name  it 
pleases ;  it  may  say  that  what  was  formerly 
considered  as  anal  a,  a  free  gift  of  the  people, 
ahall  henceforward  be  looked  upon  as  an 
act  of  legal  obligation.  It  may  say  this 
or  that  is  rebellion,  and  it  unquestionably 
becomes  so  thus  far,  that  he  who  counter- 
acts its  decisions  must  suffer  the  penalties, 
and  may  die  as  a  rebel ;  yet,  after  all,  there 
is  no  earthly  government  whatever,  but  in 
a  great  measure  is  founded  upon,  and  is 
co-extensive  with  opinion :  and  when  once 
the  whole  mass  of  a  people  think  them- 
selves oppressed,  be  the  case  real  or  ima- 
ginary, it  is  the  wisest,  because  it  is  the 
only  safe  way  for  those  who  govern,  to 
change  their  system,  and  thereby  prevent 
those  struggles  which  in  the  end,  if  not 
fatal  to  liberty,  are  dangerous  to  them- 
selves. In  every  exertion  of  power,  civil 
or  natural,  it  is  right  to  consider  what  is, 
and  what  is  not,  practicable :  it  was  the 
glory,  as  well  as  the  policy  ^of  imperial 
Kome,  at  the  summit  of  her  greatness ;  it 
has  in  more  modern  times  been  the  pecu- 
liar boast  of  Great  Britain,  and  may  it  be 
her  practice  to  the  end  of  time— — *•  Per 
popuios  dare  jura  volentes." 

Earl  G&voer  confessed,  that  he  had  been 
one  of  the  members  in  the  cabinet  who 
had  advised  and  concurred  in  framing  the 
circulatory  letter,  written  by  lord  Hills- 
borough in  1769,  and  then  I'ead  the  copy 
of  a  letter  written  by  a  member  of  admi- 
Tiistration  in  1765  (general  Conway)  to 
the  American  governors,  maintaining  the 
very  doctrines  supported  by  the  noble 
lords  who  spoke  against  the  motion,  that 
America,  befiore  she  had  a  right  to  expect 
any  indulgence  from  the  mother  country, 
must  first  acknowledge  her  sovereignty, 
fuid  the  supremacy  of  this  legislature. 

.  Lord  AbingdoTh  said  that  the  right  of 
taxation,  insisted  on  by  them,  stripped 
America  of  her  property  ;  and  the  claim 
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of  having  a  right  to  alter  her  charters,  de- 
prived her  of  her  municipal  rights ;  so 
that,  on  both  accounts,  the  presdnt  war  to 
compel  her  to  an  unconditional  submit* 
sion,  was  a  war  of  conquest,  and  if  soo- 
cessful,  must  terminate  in  the  absolute 
slavery  of  the  vanquished. 

Lord  Camden*  I  have  so  frequently 
given  my  opinion  on  the  injustice,  on  our 
part,  of  compelling  America  to  pay  taxes, 
without  being  represented  in  our  parlia* 
ment,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  this  constitution,  the  privileges 
the  people  of  that  country  are  entitled 
to,  as  British  subjects,  and  the  inalienable 
rights  of  mankind,  that  I  shall  not  presume 
to  trouble  your  lordships  on' these  subjects 
again,  unless  they  come  directly  under 
debate,  or  make  an  essential  part  of  the 
matter  under  consideration.  I  shall 
chiefly  confine  myself  to  the  object  of  the 

F resent  motion ;  observing, however,  before 
proceed  further,  that  if  there  was  any  co- 
lour for  the  claim  of  taxing  the  colonies, 
the  form,  the  right  which  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  exercised,  is  absurd  beyond 
precedent.  If  it  could  at  all  be  defended, 
itmust  be  as  an  act  of  sovereign  power  is- 
suing from  the  legislature;  but  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  other  House,  whose  power 
of  granting  aids  arises  from  representation, 
granting  other  people's  money,  is  a  sole- 
cism in  politics  and  legislation,  reserved 
for  modern  discovery  ;  an  idea  that  every 
impartial,  intelligent  man  must  treat  with 
derision  ;  an  idea  which  our  predecessors 
would  hardly  believe  possible  to  have  en- 
ten*  I  into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive, 
were  they  to  rise  from  the  dead,  to  be- 
hold the  ridiculous  scehe  that  is  now  pass- 
ing, and  the  manifest  injustice  which  it  in- 
volves in  it.  The  light  I  take  the  present 
motion  in  is,  to  remedy  that  extraordinary 
Act  called  the  Capture  Act,  passed  imme- 
diately before  Christmas.  I  confess  I  am 
astonished  how  such  a  law  could  have 
ever  received  your  lordships'  sanction.  I 
do  not  mean  to  arraign  its  cruelty,  injus- 
tice,and  impolicy, they  do  not  come  within 
the  view  I  intend  to  take  of  it.  I  was  indis- 
posed at  Bath  the  time  it  passed  this 
House,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know  from 
either  of  the  learned  lords  who  defended 
it,  how  they  could  possibly  permit  the 
clause  of  pardoning  to  pass  unnoticed; 
or  how  they  could  let  sucn  a  manifest  im- 
position be  put  on  the  House,  as  that  the 
clause  delegated  any  power  whatever  of 
opening  an  accommoaatioit  with  the  co- 
lonies i  What  doea  Uus  celebrated  clause 
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■ay  ?  That  his  Majesty  shall  be  impOwered 
to  grant    and    receive    submissioos,   '  1 
would  ask  the  learned  lord,  whether  his 
Majesty  can,  under  this  Act,  empower 
commissioners  to  grant  pardoi^s  to  pro- 
Tinces»  and  whole  bodies  of  men.    If  he 
should  aiQSwer,  that  he  can,  I  wiU  engage 
to  prove*  that  he  cannot;    and  that  any 
person  who  presumed  to  act  under  such 
a  power,  would  do  it  at  his  perlL     But  if 
his  Majesty  could  delegate  this  power  in 
the  extent  contended,  would  that  answer 
the  professed  object  of  the  clause  ?  Would 
it  enable  the  commander  in  chief,  or  com- 
missioners, to  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  agree 
upon  conditions  ?   I  do  maintain  it  would 
not.    The  man  who  under  such  an  autho- 
rity dare  make  a  single  9once8sion,  short 
of  receiving  an  unconditional  submission 
or  surrender,  would  hazard  his  neck.    To 
what  purpose  then  to  send  out  cotemis- 
aioners  to  treat,  when  any  treaty,  commu- 
nication, or  intercourse  whatever,  accord- 
ing to  the  language  of  this  House,  would 
not  only  be  treason  against  the  person  of 
the  king,  but  treason  against  the  state, 
and  the  legislative  rights  of  parliament  ? 
The  people  of  America  have  been  de- 
clared rebels :   the  very  Act  I  allude  to 
describes  them  as  such.      Where,  then, 
is  the  man  bold  enough  to  accommodate 
the  subsisting  disputes,  by  an  authority 
short  of  that  which  deckired  them  so,  ex- 
cept, as  before  observed,  America  should 
unconditionally  submit?  This,  then,  is  the 
clearest  proof^    that    unconditional  sub- 
mission is  the  object  in  view,  though  it  was 
endeavoured  to  be  concealed  undent  the 
flimsy  clause  I  have  been  now  comment- 
ing on ;  and  it  is  on  that  account  princi- 
pally,   that   I   am    desirous  the  present 
motion  should  succeed,  to  get  at  the  real 
intentions  of  administration,  to  know  whe- 
ther they  mean  at  all  to  recede  from  their 
full  demands,  or  whether  they  intend  to 
risk  eyery  thing  to  pursue  war  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  complete  conquest  in  one  event, 
or  unconditional  submission  in  the  other. 
Their  refusal  will  no  longer  leave  a  doubt 
of  their  ultimate  intentions.    Concession, 
treaty,  negociation,  &c  will  have  just  as 
much  meaning  as  the  word  *  accommoda- 
tion' had  with  the  soldier  in  Shakespeare; 
accommodation,  when  desired  to  explain  it, 
he  said,  meant  accommodation.    But,  my 
lords,  great  stress  is  laid  upon  the  Ame- 
ricans seizing  the  castles,  forts,  munition, 
&C.  of  his  Majesty;  and  it  is  said  this  is 
rebellion.    1$  this  is  true  at  sJl,  the  case 
eaa  only  apply  to  Canada.    If,  however. 


we  are  to  examine  the  law,  iridch  baf- 

fairs  of  this  nature  can  be  our  ooly  guide, 

I   question  the    truth   of  this  attertioD. 

Previous  to  Edward  the  6tb,  it  was  not 

punishable  as  treason ;  during  the  reigD  of 

that  prince,    a    law  was  enacted,  which 

made   the    retaining   the  king's  caitks, 

fortresses,  &c.  against  his  coosent,  high 

treason.    In  the  succeeding  reigD,  that  of 

queen  Mary,  that,   with   all  other  laws 

passed  since  the  25th  of  Edward  the  3rd, 

were  repealed ;  and  I  know  of  aooe  anoe 

enacted  for  the  purpose ;  and,  for«ay  part, 

I  cannot  see,  if  the  ofience  waaoaerdj 

confined  to  that,  how  a  person  cookibe 

legally  punished.    In    this   very  stiaoge 

clause  I  perceive  there  has  an  expreiwB 

crept  in,  and  but  for  the  whole  cofflplexiw 

of  tnis  iniquitous  affieur  I  should  bsTe  bea 

inclined  to  imagine  it  got  there  by  the 

blunder  of  the  clerk,  as  it  is  rank  dod- 

sense ;  it  is  the  condition  on  which  tha 

pardons  are  to  take  place,  as  soon  as  die 

province  shall  be  in  the  '  King's  peace.' 

The  phrase  is  an  unmeaning  one,  sia^ 

plied  here.    The  king's  peace,  if  itsKaai 

any  thing,  relates  to  the  ancient  custoa, 

when  the  feudatories  made  war  oa  each 

other,  in  avenging  personal  wrongf,orhf 

way  of  reprisal  and  retaliation,    ^'hen  dia 

king  thought  proper  to  put  a  stop  to  toci 

quarrels,  he  proclaimed  the  respective  dii> 

tricts  which  were  the  seat  of  quarrel,  to  be 

in  the  king's  peace.    I  have  turned  die 

matter  frequently  in  my  mind,  sad  daok 

1  have  at  length  discovered  the  true  ret* 

son  of  introducing  this  antiquated  Ms^ 

It  is  of  a  piece  with  all  the  rest  of  this  bs* 

siness,  which  has  been  directed  from  the 

very  beginning,  to  enlarge  the  povcnrf 

the  crown,  under  the  flimsy  pretence  i 

asserting  the  rights  of  parliament  F>* 

liament  is  at  all  events  to  be  diigncd; 

and  when  ministers  have  experienced  tie 

impracticability  of  their  schemes,  sH  the} 

think  they  have  to  do  will  be  to  dedad 

the  province  to  be  in  the  King's  neacb 

Hostilities  will  instantly  cease,  ana,8Ba 

noble  duke  observed  early  in  the  debBl|^ 

parliament  will  incur,  both  here  snd  ia 

America,  all  the  odium  of  this  attack • 

the  liberty  and  property  of  their  ieBi* 

subjects ;  and  the  King's  servants  will  haif 

the  credit  of  conceding  and  desisting  ta 

an  attempt,  of  which  they  were  the  sn- 

ginal  authors,  but  which  experience  ha4 

taught  them,  was  as  impracticable  aa  t 

was  unjust,  cruel  and  oppressive. 

Lord  Mansfield.    If  the  noble  lord  vbi 
spoke  last,  had  not  so  fully  explained  vhi> 
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M  noble  dake,  who  mfide  themoliou,  and 
loCber  noble  duke,  who  tpoke  later  in  the 
Bbate,  meant  by  appealing  to  roe,  I  never 
•old  hare  cpnceif ed,  that  I  should  have 
tea  calbd  .upon  to  explain  or  defend  a 
illy  which  I  do  assure  your  lordahipa,  1 
irer  aav  nor  was  consulted  upon,  till  it 
as  dehatad  on  the  second  req^ing.  I 
jMemher,  i  came  very  late  into  the 
buse  that  eveiiiog^'and  should  not  have 
iid  a  syllable,  if  1  had  not  been  called 
pen  then,  as  I  am  this  night,  there 
ere  but  two  doubts  started  oil  that  occa- 
on;  one  of  them  was,  by  a  noble  duke 
if  iUchmond)  who  wished  to  know  if  the 
tips,  their  tackle,  and  apparel,  lying  in 
le  ports  and  docks  of  America,  not  ex- 
»lay  oAending  against  the  principle  of 
le  Act,  by  carrying  on  or  intending  to 
irry  on  any  trade,  &c.  came  within  the 
tendon  6f  the  general  clause  which 
Mtes  the  forfeiture  under  rlie  description 
*aii  ships,  goods  and  merchandize*  I  in- 
vmed  your  lordships,  that  I  thought  it 
id ;  because,  any  exception  might  be  a 
Kirce  of  endless  confusion ;  for  if  a  line 
ete  attempted  to  be  drawn  in  6ivour  of 
[Ttain  persons,  or  in  respect  of  the  moAe 
I  incurring  the  forfeitures,  it  might  pro^ 
ibly  totally  defeat  the  purposes  of  the 
ilL  The  other  objection  raised,  was  by 
le  noble  lord  over  the  way,  (lord  Shel- 
irne.)  Hie  lordship  contended  against 
le  power  of  pardoning  in  the  lump,  vest- 
I  in  the  crown  by  the  Bill ;  for  mv  part, 
am  of  the  aame  opinion  I  was  then ;  I 
lought  that  the  power  of  pardoning  in 
le  lump,  yrtA  a  prerogative  inherent  in 
le  ctown,  from  the  earliest  date  of  the 
Mistitution.  I  knew  soch  a  power  had 
sen  uniform!  V  exercised  by  the  successive 
ooarcbs  of  this  realm,  from  the  Conquest 
>  tl^is  day.  I  knew,  likewise,  that  as 
ley  have  exeroised  it  themselves,  so  diey 
ive  frequently  delegated  it  to  others, 
nd  on  this  head,  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
s  Majesty's  ministers  were  so  well  satts- 
xl  of  the  power  itself,  and  the  compc- 
iicy  of  the  crown  todelegate  it;  that  a 
>ble  lord  (Dartmouth)  near  me,  inaome 
iccessive  stage  of  the  Bill,  moved  an  al- 
vation  in  the  preamble,  for  the  purpose 
Preserving  that  power.  I  am,  therefore, 
early  of  opinion,  that  his  Majesty  miffht 
ive  granted  pardons,  as  well  to  iadivi« 
lals,  as  in  the  lump  to  whole  provinces,  if 
At  Act  had  never  passed.  The  learned 
rd,  from  the  nature  of  the  commission, 
IS  raised  arguments  and  drawn  conolu*" 
DOS,  on  the  objects  to  which  it  may,  or 
[V0L.XVI1I.] 


can  be  legally  directed.  This,  my  lords, 
will  greatly  depend  oo  circumstances,  and 
the  prudence  and  abilities  of  those  to 
whom  the  exeoution  of  the  commission  ir 
entrusted*  It  may  be  presumed^  they 
can  have  nothing  to  fear,  if  they  perform 
their  duty  faithfully*  It  can  hardly  bo 
supposed,  that  they  will  incur  the  displea^ 
sure  of  parliament,  for  acting  up  to  tbeif 
instructions;  audit  is  still  less  probable  f 
that  they  will  risk  the  censure  of  both 
parliament  and  their  sovereign,  by  any  iro« 

{iroper  exercise  of  their  powersi  Thd 
earned  lord  is  at  a  great  loss  to  know  the 
precise  meanina;  of  the  phrase  *^  well  dis* 
posed  '!*  and  the  legal  definition  of  that 
other  phrase  of  bemg  <*  in  the  King's 
peace.^'  For  my  part,  I  am  at  no  loss  to 
comprehepd  the  meaning  of  both  these  ex* 
pressioos,  the  first  plainly  importing  a  dis* 
position  in  any  province,  town,  or  district, 
to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  recog^ 
niae  the  supreme  legiiuative  authority  of 
this  country ;  and  the  other,  a  proclama- 
tion on  such  recognition  and  acknowledge 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  persons  autho- 
^'iaed  by  the  Act,  to  declare  such  colony 
or  province  to  be  in  the  King's  peace  | 
that  is,  to  be  deemed  to  be  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  and  be  restored  to  all 
the  privileges  of  peaceful  and  dutifiil  sub« 
jects. 

My  lords,  I  could  not  help  observing,  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  that  almost 
every  matter  connected  with  the  affairs  of 
America,  has  been  amply  discussed,  but 
the  very  proposition  your  lordships  have 
beei^  convened  to  consider.  The  port 
duties  laid  on  in  1767,  and  the  partial  re- 
peal in  1769,  have  been  much  dwelt  on  i 
there  is  not  a  syllable  relative  to  either  in 
the  motion.  A  noble  duke  has  gone  into 
the  state  of  the  navy  very  largely ;  there 
is  nothing  about  the  navy  in  the  motion. 
Another  noble  duke  has  talked  a  great 
deal  of  convicts  and  vi^rants-^the  motion 
is  quite. silent  on  thathead«  A  third  en* 
deavoured  to  prove,  that  the  work  im- 
puted to  Montcalm,  was  a  forgery*  The 
^Hune  noUe  lord  found  fiiult  with  the  mili* 
tary  arrangements  in  Ireland,  subjects  to- 
tally unconnected  with  the  motion ;  and 
the  learned  lord  who  spoke  last,  ha- 
rangued, on  the  improper  interference  of 
government  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  East- 
India  Company— 4dl  naatters  totally  to* 
reign  to  the  immediate  subject  now  before 
you. 

It  has  been  much  ineisted  on  this  day» 
thatthe  present 'is  a  legislative  war,  and 

[4N] 
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therefc^e^  that  his  Majesty  is  bound  up 
from  exercising  his  prerogative,  and  that 
the  matter  has  been  committed  to  parlia- 
ment. Supposing  this  to  be  strictly  true, 
has  nol^the  Act  alluded  to  created  the  very 
power  under  which  the  commissioners  are 
to  act  ?  Supposing  it'  otherwise^  will  the 
crown  be  denied  the  exercise  of  its  in- 
herent prero^tive  in  the  present  instance 
pnlvy  where  it  is  most  wanted  ?  But,  m^ 
lords,  the  distinction  of  a  legislative  war  is 
perfectly  new.  Was  not  the  wftr  relative 
to  the  succession,  and  several  others  of  the 
samekind,  legislative  wars?  May  not  every 
war  be  called  so,  which  has  been  carried 
on  by  the  express  desire  or  consent  of 
parliament?  I  do  not,  indeed,  recollect 
one  carried  on  since  the  Revolution,  with- 
out that  sanction. 

This  country,  my  lords,  is  now  arrived 
at  a  very  tremendous  crisis,  just  commenc-  ' 
ing  a  ,war  of  a  nature  entirely  new ;  a  war, 
that  must  necessarily  be  very  expensive, 
and  the  issue  of  which  no  man  can  foretel. 
It  is  true,  that  the  kingdom  will  in  a  great 
measure  be  left  defenceless;  that  we  can 
have  no  certainty  that  France  or  Spain 
will  long  preserve  their  present  pacific  dis- 
positions ;  that  we  have  been  reduoed  to 
the  necessity  of  hiring  foreign  troops,  and 
sending  to  the  ports  of  other  kingdoms  for 
transports.  But  how,  my  lords,  were  these 
circumstances  to  be  avoided?  America 
has  rebelled;  America  is  in  arms;  not 
defensively,  but  offensively;  even  if  we 
were  .willing  to'  cease  hostilities,  they  are 
not.  We  must  therefore  act  with  vigour, 
and  we  must  at  least  shew  ourBelves  de» 
termined  -to  surmount  their  opposition. 
Hapoy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  any  means 
could  be  devised  of  ending  the  quarrel 
without  bloodshed ;  but  does  the  present 
motion  tend  to  such  an  effect  ?  Without 
proposing  to  save  a  shilling  of  the  enor- 
mous expence  the  nation  has  been  at,  in 
providing  and  equipping  the  armaments  to 
be  sent  out  this  year  to  America;  it  agrees 
that  the  troops  should  proceed ;  but  when 
they  shall  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  re- 
spective destinations,  they  are  to  remain 
with  their  arms  folded^  inactive  and  unem- 
ployed. What  then— commissioners  are 
to  treat  with  the  congress^  they  are  to 
prepare  a  petition  of  grievances,  which  the 
petitioners  are  to  bring  to  England.  The 
congress  will  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  our 
folly ;  they  will  reprint  their  declaration  of 
war  under  a  new  title,  for  that  states  what 
they  term  their  grievances.  We  shall  lose 
a  campaign,  of  which'  they  will  take  care 


to  avail  thems^ves,  and  the  next  sprisg 
we  shall  have  the  whole  to  begin  apin. 
This,  my  lords,  would,  I  cononve,  bethe 
issue  of  the  present  motion ;  I  therefore 
oppose  it,  as  nugatory,  ill-timed,  sad  in* 
enectual. 

hard  Camden^    I  shall  not  trouble  yonr 
lordships  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  in 
making  observations  on  the  many  cttriooi 
matters  your  lordships  have  been  noir  en- 
tertained with.    1  cannot  help,  however, 
making  one  remark,  which  peisoDslly  tp- 
plies  to  the  learned  lord ;   that  is,  hit  ny- 
ing  Y&ry  little  to  the  question,  and  a  grot 
deal  on  other  subjects,  according  to  In 
lordship's  language,  not  at  all  connected 
with  the  present  motion.     I  shall  coofine 
myself  to  that  part  of  his  lordship's  speech) 
which  relates  to  the  power  of  gOBoHa^ 
pardons.    The  learned  lord  surely  rniso- 
derstood  me,  if  he  imagined  that  I  qoei- 
tioned  the  king's  power  to  pardon.    No, 
my  lords,  what  I  ccmtended,  was  wbtl 
pledge  myself  to  your  lordships  that  I  shd 
be  able  to  prove,  that  the  king  csnoot 
pardon  in  the  lump,  without  the  aid  of 
parliament,  ofiences   agamst    the  state; 
much  less  can  he  pardon  or  agree  to  any 
terms  short  of  the  claims  and  conditioni 
which  pariiament  have  defined  tobetlK 
true  basis  of  conciliation*     The  noble  lord) 
by  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  defend  ibe 
act,  seems  to  be  the  father  rather  than  the 
casual  defender  of  it.    He  says,  that  the 
commissioners  will  take  care  not  to  traiH' 
gross  the    limits  of   their    conmisNODi. 
Wyi  his  lordship  tell  me,  that  the  latter 
extends  an  inch  farther  than  the  mere 
power  of  granting  pardons,  on  terms  w 
submission,    by  the  people  of  America 
laying  down  their  arms,  and  throvioj 
themselves  unconditionally  at  the  feet  of 
this  country  ?    This,  then,  being  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  it  brings  ma  to  the  poiot 
1  set  out  from ;  which  is,  that  the  present 
motion  is  become  necessary,  to  P^^^ 
the  further  effiision  of  hunmn  blood;  and 
as  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  s  «ar, 
which  must  inevitably  bring  on  tbe<ic* 
struction  of  either,  if  not  of  both  codntaa; 
it  wHl  supply  the  defect  of  the  Bill,  I  bave 
been  now  commenting  on ;  it  will  be  the 
means  of  drawing  forth  specifications  ftm 
the  parties,  of  their  respective  claims,  and 
will  consequently  lay  a  foundation  ftr 
treaty,  which  can  be  the  only  safe  road  to 
conciliation ;    whereas  the  danae  in  tlje 
Capture  Act  is  nugatory  and  ddosive*  It 
leaves  the  matter  just  as  it  found  Hiae- 
cording  to  the  learned  lord's  owaidesi; 
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•  the  House  to  extraneous  matter.    Thus 
the  learned  lord,  (Mansfield)  has  claimed 
a  kind  of  triumph,  by  commenting  upon 
every  thing  which  seemed  not  immediately 
to  relate  to  the  motion  now  before  your 
lordships,  and  in  the  very  spirit  of  the 
conduct  he  has  reprehended  in  others,  has 
sat  down  without  saying  any  thing,  or  next 
to  nothing,  on  the  question  under  conside- 
ration.    I  differ  widely  from  the  learned 
lord  ;  for  I  shall  ever  be  of  opinion,  that 
every  object  connected  with  the  present 
cause  of  dispute  with  America,  is  well 
worthy  of  your  lordships'  consideration. 
I  hope  I  have  too  great  respect  for  your 
lordships,  to  offer  any  motion  to  your  con«> 
sideration  which  I  thought  did  not  merit 
the  attention  of  parliament;  and,  I  own, 
I  cannot  avoid  beins  much  surprized,  that 
an  attempt  to  have  it  laughed  away  should 
be  made;  when,  I  am  conscious,  that* I 
took   every  possible    precaution    in   my 
power,  to  frame  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  the  subject  open,  and  not  by  narrow- 
ing it  preclude  every  part  of  the  House, 
to  unite  on  some  general  principle,  which 
mighty  on  the  onset,  be  the  means  of  put- 
ting a  speedy  stop  to  the  further  efiusioii 
of  human  blood.    But,  my  lords,  nothing 
which  has  happened  on  the  present  occa^ 
sion  can  induce  me  to  desbt  from  what  I 
have  so  sincerely  at  heart,  the  restoration 
of  peace.    I  am  willing  to  give  up  any 
part  of  the  motion,  which  may  seem  ob- 
jectionable to  those  who  only  have  it  in 
their  power  to  give  it  effectual  support.    I 
am  ready  to  alter,  omit,  or  amend,  so  that 
the  principle  of  conciliation, be  preserved* 
I  am  desirous,  that  it  should  be  sent  to  a 
committee  to  consider  of  it,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House.    And 
I  once  more  conjure  your  lordships  to  re- 
flectt  that  the  honour  of  parliament,  the 
prosperity  and  dearest  interest  of  both 
countries,  the  lives  of  thousands  of  British 
subjecU  are  at  stake,  that  the  present  if 
prolMbly  the  only  moment  you  will  ever 
nave  to  snatch  them  from  the  ruin  which 
will  othefwise  inevitably  await  them,  and 
that  the  consequences  of  neglecting  this 
opportunity,  will  be  the  source  of  endlen 
mourning  and  lamentation  to  ages  yet  un- 
born. 

The  House  divided.  Contents  98 1 
Proxies  S— SI.  Non-ContenU  71 ;  Plroxiea 
20—91. 
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for  if  the  king  could  delegate  the  power  of 
paidoning  and  receiving  submissions,  the 
-  act  of  parliament  says  no  more ;  and  as  to 
any  power  of  conceding  or  conciliating 
upon  terms  short  of  unconditional  submis- 
sion, which  is  an  explanation  too  improba- 
ble for  your  lordships  to  look  for,  unless 
preceded  by  actual  conquest ;  his  lordship, 
I  dare  say,  on  reflection,  is  perfectly  satis- 
fied, that  no  such  power  is  contained  or 
delegated  by  the  clause  in  question. 

Viscount  Weymouth.    My  lords,  a  ques- 
tion has  b^en  pressed  by  a  noble  lord  ( Lyt- 
telton)  relative  to  the  present  disposition 
'  of  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
which  I  do  not  think  myself  at  all  bound 
to  answer,  as  a  member  of  this  House ; 
nor  in  any  other  capacity,  unless  called 
upon  by  an  address  to  the  crown  for 
papers.    I  am  happy,  however,  to  remove 
the  dohbts  suggested  by  the  noble  lord, 
by  assuring  your  lordships,  that  at  no  time 
within  my  recollection,  had  this  country 
less  reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  dispositions 
of  those  courts,  than  at  present.    His  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  have  received   repeated 
susurances  of  their  pacific  intentions ;  and 
I  am  further  convinced,  that  although  they 
should  have  entertained  sentiments  diame- 
trically  opposite  to  those  they  profess, 
they  have  it  no  more  in  their  power  than 
in  their  inclination,  to  effectuate  any  mea- 
aore  which  might  be  tlie  means  of  involv- 
ing this  country  in  a  war,  or  of  impeding 
the  plan  of  operations  designed  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution.    The  noble  duke  who 
made  the  motion,  had  stated  a  fact,  rela- 
tive to  -two  French  gentlemen  arriving  in 
the  rebel  camp,  and  after  having  an  inter- 
vieir  with  the  general,  of  their  proceeding 
to  the  congress  at  Philadelphia.    1  have 
heard  that  there  were  two  persons  at  the 
head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  of  the  des- 
cription mentioned ;  but  when  I  heard  it, 
I  looked  upon  it,  that  they  were  gentlemen 
^rho  were  making  a  tour  of  the  American 
continent  for  their  amusement :   or  mer- 
diants,  who  went  there  to  negociate  mat- 
ters in  the  way  of  trade,  on  their  own  pri- 
wate'account ;  and  I  think  soatilh 

The  Duke  of  Grafton*  My  lords,  I  have 
]<M)g  observed,  that  some  persons,  from 
loag  experience  in  the  modes  of  contro- 
Tersy  adc^ted  in  the  courts  below,  where 
matters  are  frequently  represented  in  every 
light  but  the  true  one,  have  acquired  a 
knack  of  holding  up  the  weak  parts  ef  a 
debate  ludicrously;  and  when  they  find 
themselves  pressea  in  argument,  resort  to 
ndicide»  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of 
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the  PeyU  in  PmrKomad.^    UwtA  21. 
Tbe  cwder  of  the  daj  bong  md, 

Mr.  WUkes  roie  and  taid : 

Mr,  Speaker;  aD  wifegoremineDts, 
and  well-regulated  ttatea,  have  beeo  par- 
ticularly careful  to  mark  and  connect  the 
various  abosas  which  a  cooaideraUe  length 
of  timealffia^toecesaariljcreatest  Among 
these,  one  of  the  mott  itriking  and  im» 
portant  in  our  country  ia»  the  present  un- 
fair and  inadequate  state  of  the  repreaen- 
lation  of  the  people  of  England  in  pariJa- 
ment.  It  is  now  beoome  so  partial  and 
iinequal  from  tbe  lapse  of  time^  that  1  be- 
lieve almost  every  gentleman  in  the  Hooae 
will  agree  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  its 
being  taken  into  our  most  serious  consi- 
deration, and  of  our  endeavouring  to  find 
a  remedy  for  this  great  and  growing  evil, 

I  wish.  Sir,  my  slender  abilities  were 
equal  to  a  thorough  investigation  of  this 
momentous  business.  Very  diligent  and 
well-meant  endeavours  hate  not  been 
wanting  to  trace  it  from  the  first  origin. 
The  most  natural  and  perfect  idea  of  a 
free  government  is,  in  my  mind,  that  of 
the  people  themselves  assembling  to  d6- 
(ermine  by  what  laws  they  chuse  to  be 
governed,  and  to  establish  the  regulations 
|be^  think  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
their  property  and  liberty  against  all  vio- 
lence and  fraud.  Every  member  of  such 
a  community  would  submit  with  alacri^ 
to  the  observance  of  what  had  been  en- 
acted by  himself,  and  assbt  with  spirit  in 
giving  efficac;^  and  vigour  to  laws  and  or- 
dinances, which  derived  all  their  autho- 
rity from  his  own  approbation  and  con- 
currence. In  small  wconsiderable  states, 
this  mode  of  legishition  has  been  happily 
followed,  both  by  ancient  and  moaem 
times.  The  extent  and  populousness  of  a 
great  empire  seems  scarcely  to  admit  it 
Without  confusion  or  tumult:  and  there* 
fore  our  ancestors,  more  wise  in  this  tiian 
the  ancient  RomanSi  adopted  the  repre* 
aentation  of  the  many  by  a  few,  as  answer- 
ing more  fully  the  true  ends  of  govem- 
ment.  Rome  f^ns  enslaved  from  atten- 
tion to  this  very  oircumitanee,  and  by  one 
other  fatal  aot^  which  ou^t  to  be  a  etrong 
wari>lng  to  the  people,  even  against  tfadf 
own  representatives,'  the  leaving  power 
%ioo  long  in  the  hands  of  the  sani^  pcnons, 
by  whieh  the  armies  of  the  republic  b6* 
came  the  armies  of  3ylla,  Pompey  and 
CsBsar.  When  all  the  burghers  of  Italy 
obtained  the  freedom  of  Rome^  and  vifted 
in  puUio  assenbiids  their  multitadea  rrtio 
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Bone  and  the 


orderly  and 

and  ambitiooa  BMD  fiMmd  ooft  the 

tiimii^  tfaem  to  the  rain  ef  the 

liberty  and 

thb  evil  bamndedbj 

yettheUistiGeaftfae 

£^er^  Englishman  is  anppbaed  tabtp^ 

sent  m  pariiament,  eidier  m  peiiea,  sriy 

a  deputy  chosen  by  himself,  and  thntfiie 

the  resolntion  of  poiiiansent  is  tshealshe 

the  resolntioii  of  every  individaal,  sid  H 

give  to  the  public  the  coaaefit  and  app» 

bation  ef  every  firee  agent  ef  the 


mnnity 

According  to  the  fiiat  femation  sf  As 
excellent  constitution,  an  long  sni  » 
justly  oor  greatest  boast  and  hot  ■!» 
;  tanee,  we  find  that  the  people  thai  ink 
I  care  no  laws  should  be  enacted,  na  am 
levied,  but  by  their  consent^  exprcHsd  \r 
their  representatives  in  the  gicatCBasii 
of  the  nation.  The  oMMle  of  upicsiBi» 
tion  in  ancient  times  being  teicnbiJSi^ 
qoate  and  proportionate,  thnaeaseof  lie 
people  was  known  by  that  of  pailiinaiti 
their  share  of  power  in  the  kgidiliin 
being  preserved,  and  founded  in  e^  j«> 
tice.  At  present  it  is  become  imaicitH 
partial,  and  unjust. 

From  so  pleasing  a  view  aa  that  of  di 
equal  power,  whidi  our  anceiteit  hA 
with  great  wisdom  and  care,  modsDalftr 
the  Commons  of  this  reidm,  the  pMi*' 
scene  gives  us  not  very  venerable  ttmd 
that  majestio  and  brautiliil  Mrie,  At 
English  constitution.  As  the  whelssBtfi 
in  disorder  and  confusion,  all  the  htm 
uni6n  and  harmony  of  the  paits  sicM 
or  destroyed.  It  appears.  Sir,  fiea  At 
writs  reknaining  in  the  King^  msei' 
brancer's  office  in  die  exchequer,  ckilM 
less  than  28  towns  sent  membeis  ts  da 

Eriiaasent  in  the  llSrd,  25th,  and  M<^ 
Iward  1,  which  have  loi^  ceased  isii 
represented.  The  nateea  «  seaie  ^^ 
are  scarcely  known  to  ui,  such  as  ths«« 
Canebrig  and  Bamburg  in  NaUhaa** 
land,  Pershore  and  Brem  in  Waiti*'* 
ihict,  Jarvall  and  TykhoU  hi  YeMiA 
What  a  happy  fiile,  Sir,  has  atteDdedAi 
bordwghs  of  Oatton  and  OM  Smm,^ 
which,  although  ipm  jxriSre  mMB,  At 
names  vt^  fiirailiar  to  us,  the  ck>k  ^>j» 
lariy  tnlls  them  over,  and  four  leipeiMi 

gettlemte  sepresent  their  dqpsHedfii* 
nesB^as  the  knights  at  a  eoreaniioaf^ 
lent  ^Af«teiae  and  IfMoandyi  Ito<M 
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town  of  Banbiiryy  *  petite  villo,  grand 
reoom,'  M  Rabekift  sayt  of  ChinoD,  hat» 
I  beiiefe,  only  17  olectowi  fit  gives  w  in 
its  reprosentative,  wlmt  19  of  tie  utmost 
Importiiaee  to  the  taa^ntj  here,  a  first 
km  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  chaacelior  of 
tlM  Exchequer.    Its  inflaence  and  weight 
mi  a  dmstonv  I  have  often  seen  overpower 
the  united  foroe  of  the  members  for  Lon- 
don, Bristol,  and  several  of  the  most  po- 
pulous counties.     £ast  Griostead  too,  I 
think,  has  only  about  SO  electorSi  yet  gives 
a  seat  amoi^  os  to  thai  brave,  heroic  lord 
(George  G^rmatne)  at  the  head  of  a 
great  civil  department,  now  very  military, 
who  has  fully  determined  to  conquer  Ame- 
rica— but  not  in  Germany !  It  is  not,  Sir, 
my  purpo9e  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
House  oy  the  researches  of  an  antiquary 
into  the  ancient  state  of  our  representa- 
tion, and  its  variations  at  diferent  periods. 
I  shall  only  remark  shortly  on  what  passed 
ia  the  reign  of  Henry  6,  and  some  of  his 
auoeessors.    In  that  reign,  sir  John  For- 
teacue,  his  chancellor,  observed  that  the 
House  of  Commons  consisted  of  more 
than  300  chosen  men ;  various  alterations 
w€re  made  by  succeeding  kings  till  James  9. 
No  change  has  happened  since  that  period. 
Oreat  abuses,  it  nmst  be  owned,  contrary 
40  the  primary  ideas  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, were  committed  by  our  former 
princes,  in  giving  the  right  of  representa- 
tion to  several  paltry  boroughs,  because 
the  places  were  poor,  and  dependent  on 
them,  or  on  a  favourite  overgrown  peer. 
The  land  marks  of  the  constitution  have 
often  been  removed.    The  marked  par- 
tiality for  Cornwall,  which  single  county 
still  sends,  within  one,  as  many  members 
as    the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland,   is 
•triking.     It  arose  from   yielding  to  the 
crown  in  tin  and  lands  a  larger  hereditary 
icevenue  than  any  other  English  county, 
BM  well  as  from  the  duchy  being  in  the 
crown,  and  giving  an  amazing  command 
and  influence.     By  such  abuses  of  our 
mnces  the  constitution  was  wounded  in 
Its  most  vital  part.     Henry  8  restored  two 
vseaabevs,  Edward  6  twenty,  queen  Mary 
four,  queen  Elisabeth  twelve,  James  1  six- 
teen, Charles  1  eighteen,  iq  all  seventy- 
two.    The  akeratioBs  by  creation  in  the 
aame  period  were  more  considerable,  for 
'Henry  S  creased  thirty- three,  Edward  6 
twenty^'ght,    queen    Mary    s^enteen, 
ipieen    Elizabeth    forty-eight,    James    1 
eleven;  in  all  173.     Charles  I  made  no 
Wtw  creation  of  this  kind.     Charles  2 
^dded  two  for  the  caunty,  and  two  for  the 
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tSity  of  Darhaaa,BAd  tiro  for  Newark  on 
Trent.  This  Hooie  is  at  thb  hour  coo^ 
posed  of  the  same  representation  it  was  at 
his  demise,  notwithstanding  the  many 
and  important  changes  whidi  have  since  ' 
happened.  It  becomes  us  therefore  to  •»> 
quire^  whether  the  sense  of  parliament  can 
be  now,  on  solid  grounds,  from  the  present 
representation,  said  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
nation,  as  in  the  time  of  our  fote&thers. 
I  am  satisfied.  Sir,  the  sentiments  of  Ibe 
people  eanno%  be  justly  known  at  this ' 
time  from  the  resolutions  of  a  parliaroenty 
composed  as  the  present  is,  even  though 
no  undue  influence  was  practised  after 
the  return  of  the  membera  to  the  House, 
even  supposing  for  a  moment  the  influence 
of  all  (he  baneful  arts  of  corruption  to  bo 
suspended,  which,  for  a  moment,  I  believe, 
they  have  not  been,  under  the  present  pri>> 
fligate  administration.  Let  us'  examine 
Sir,  with  exactness  and  candour^  if  the  re- 
presentation is  fair  and  perfect ;  let  os  con* 
sider  of  what  the  efficient  parts  of  thif 
House  are  composed,  and  what  proportion 
they  bear,  on  the  large  scale,  to  the  body 
of  the  people  of  England,  who  are  so{^ 
posed  to  be  represented. 

The  southern  part  of  this  island,  to 
which  I  now  confine  my  ideas,  consists  of 
about  five  millions  of  people,  according  to 
Uie  most  received  calculation.  I  will  state 
by  what  numbers  the  majority  of  this 
House  is  elected,  and  1  suppose  the  largest 
number  present  of  any  recorded  in  our 
Journals,  which  was  in  the  famous  .year 
174>1.  In  that  year  the  three  ^•rg^'t  d*^ 
sions  appear  on  our  Journals.  The  first  ia 
that  of  the  21st  of  January,  when  the  nuas- 
hers  were  253  to  250 ;  the  second  on  the 
28th  of  the  same  month,  236  to  235;  the 
thiid  on  the  9th  of  March,  244  to  ^S. 
In  these  divisions  the  members  for  8cot»  . 
land  are  included ;  but  I  will  stale  my  caU 
culatioas  only  for  England,  because  it  fiaas 
the  argument  more  force.  The  drnsioa 
therefore,  I  adopt,  is  that  of  Jaaoary  21, 
The  number  of  members  present  on  that 
day  were  503.  Let  tne,  hoisever,  eiippose 
the  number  of  254  to  be  the  majority  of 
members,  who  will  ever  be  able  to  attend 
in  their  places.  I  stale  it  high,  Irom  the 
accidents  of  sickneis,  service  in  foreign^ 
parts,  traveling  and  necessary  avocatioas. 
From  the  mi^ity  of  eieotors  only  ift  the 
boroughs,  which  return  members  to  this 
House,  it  has  been  demonstrated,  that  ftfaji 
number  of  254  is  elected  by  no  more  than 
5,728  persons,  generally  the  inhabitaats  of 
ComhA,  and  c^r  ^pory  iosignifioaat  bo* 
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roughs,  perhaps  hj  not  the  roost  respect- 
able part  o£  the  community.  Is  our  sove- 
reign, then,  to  learn  the  sense  of  his 
whole  people  from  these  few  persons  ? 
Are  these  the  men  to  give  laws  to  this  vast 
empire,  and  to  tax  this  wealthy  nation? 
I  do  not  mention  all  the  tedious  calcula- 
.tions,  because  gentlemen  may  find  them 
at  length  in  the  works  of  the  incomparable 
Dr.  Price,  in  Postlethwaite,  and  in  Burgh's 
Political  Disquisitions.  Figures  afford  the 
clearest  demonstration,  in^pable  of  cavil 
or  sc^histry.  Since  Burgh's  calculations 
only  one  alteration  has  happened.  I  allude 
to  the  borough  of  Shorenam  in  Sussex. 
By  the  Act  of  1771»  all  the  freeholders  of 
40s*  per  annum  in  the  neighbouring  rape 
or  hundred  o(  Bramber  are  admitted  to 
Yote  for  that  borough ;  but  many  of  the 
.old  electors  were  disfranchised.  It  ap- 
pears likewise,  that  56  of  our  members 
'  are  elected  by  only  364  persons.  Lord 
Chancellor  Talbot  supposed  that  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  was  elected  by  56,000 
persons,  and  he  exclaimed  against  the  in- 
justice of  that  idea.  More  accurate  cal- 
culations than  his  lordship's,  and  the  un- 
erring rules  of  political  arithmetic,  have 
abewn  the  injustice  to  be  vastly  beyond 
what  his  lorddhip  even  suspected. 

When  we  consider,  Sir,  that  tlie  most 
important  powers  of  this  House,  the  levy- 
ing taxes  on,  and  enacting  laws  for,  five 
millions  of  persons,  is  thus  usurped  and 
unconstitutioDally  exercised  by  the  small 
-number  1  have  mentioned,  it  becomes  our 
4iuty  to  restore  to  the  people  their,  clear 
rights,  their  original  share  m  the  legisla- 
iiire.  The  ancient  representation  of  this 
kingdom,  we  find,  was  founded  by  our  an- 
cestors in  justice,  wisdom,  and  equality. 
The  present  state  of  it  would  be  continued 
by  us  in  folly,  obstinacy,  and  injustice.  ^ 
This  evil  has  been  complained  of  by 
iome  of  the  wisest  patriots  our  country 
haa  produced.  I  shall  beg  leave  to  give 
that  dose  reasoner  Mr.  Locke's  ideas  in 
his  own  words.  He  says,  in  the  treatise 
on  Civil  Government,  <<  Things  not  al- 
ways chan^ng  equally,  and  private  interest 
often  keepmg  up  customs  and  privilegesi 
when  the  reasons  of  tben&  are  ceased,  it 
often  comes  to  pass,  that  in  governments, 
where  part  of  the  legislative  consists  of  re- 
presentatives chosen  by  the  people,  that  in 
tract  of  time  this  representation  becomes 
very  unequal  and  disproportionate  to  the 
reasons  it  was  at  first  established  upon. 
To  what  gross  absurdities  the  following  of 
a  custom^  when  reason  has  left  it,  may 


lead,  we  may  be  satis^ed,  when  wt  seethe 
bare  name  of  a  town,  of  which  tbersie- 
mains  not  so  much  as  the  ruins,  where 
scarce  so  much  housing  as  a  sheep-cote, 
or  more  inhabitants  than  a  shepherd,  k  to 
be  found,  sends  as  many  representabm 
to  the  grand  assembly  of  law-makerB,  n  a 
whole  county,  numerous  in  people,  and 
powerful  in  riches.  This  strangers  Hind 
amazed  at,  and  every  one  must  ooolea, 
needs  a  remedy."  After  so  great  sn  h- 
thority  as  that  of  Mr.  Locke,  I  shall  not 
be  treated  on  this  occasiim  as  a  mere  ii- 
sionary ;  and  tjie  propriety  of  the  motigB 
I  shall  have  the  honour  oi  sabmittiog  to 
the  House,  will  scarcely  be  dispm. 
Even  the  members  for  such  places  as  OU 
Sarum  and  Gatton,  who,  I  may  venture  to 
say  at  present  statit  nominis  umbra,  will, 
I  am  persij^ded,  have  too  much  caodos 
to  complain  of  the  right  of  their  fev  ooa* 
stituents,  if  indeed  they  have  oonstitueodi 
if  they  are  not  self-created,  self-elected 
self-existent,  of  this  pretended  right  beii| 
transferred  to  the  county,  wliile  the  rick 
and  populous  manufacturing  towosoTBir* 
mingbam,  Manchester,  L^s,  Sheffield, 
and  others,  may  have  at  least  an  equitaUe 
share  in  the  formation  of  those  lavs  by 
which  they  are  governed.  My  idea,  Sr, 
in  this  case,  as  to  the  wretched  and  depo* 
pulated  towns  and  borooghs  in  genera),  I 
freely  own,  is  amputation.  I  say  till 
Horace,  *^  Inutiles  ramos  amputaos,  fA 
ciores  inserit." 

This  IS  not.  Sir,  the  first  attempt  of  ik 
kind  to  correct,  although  in  an  inoonsidcf- 
able  degree,  this  growing  evil.  Proceeds 
ings  of  a  similar  nature  'were  had  amoof  a 
above  a  century  past.  The  clerk  will  nod 
from  our  Journals  what  passed  on  the ^ 
of  March,  1668,  on  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
county  palatine  of  Durham  to  send  t*o 
knights  for  the  county,  and  two  citiscM 
for  the  city  of  Durham.  [The  CM 
reads.]  In  a  book  of  authority,  Anditefl 
Grey's  Debates,  we  have  a  more  partico- 
lar  account  of  what  passed  in  the  Home 
on  that  occasion/  He  says,  that  *'  Sir 
Thomas  Meres  moved,  that  the  shires  119 
have  an  increase  of  knights,  and  that  oooe 
of  the  small  boroughs,  where  there  are  but 
few  electors,  may  be  taken  away,  sod  t 
Bill  for  that  purpose."  We  find  afier^ 
wards,  <*  on  a  division,  the  Bill  was  re- 
jected, 65  to  50."  This  division,  h»^ 
ever,  alludes  only  to  the  Bill  then  beto 
the  House,  respecting  the  county  and  d^ 
of  Durham.  1  desire  to  add  the  few  r^ 
markable  words  of  sir  Thomas  Strickw 
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ki  this  debate,  because  I  have  not  seen 
then»  quoted  on  the  late  important  A  me-' 
rican  Questions.  <*  The  county  palatine 
of  Durham'  was  never  taxed  in  parliament 
by  ancient  privilege  before  king  James's 
timey  and  so  needed  no  representatives ; 
but  now  b^ng  taxed,  it  is  but  reasonable 
they  should  have."  Such  sentiments,  Sir, 
were  promulgated  in  this  House  even  so 
tone  ago  as  the  reign  of  Charles  2. 

1  am  aware.  Sir,  that  the  power,  dejure^ 
of  the  legislature  to  disfranchise  a  number 
of  boroughs,  upon  the  general  grounds  of 
improving  the  constitution,  has  been 
doubted ;  'and  gentlemen  will  ask,  whether 
a  power  is  lodged  in  the  representative  to 
^etXxoy  his  immediate  constituent  I  Such 
a  question  is  best  answered  by  another. 
How  originated  the  right,  and  upon  what 
^ound  was  it  at  first  granted  ?  Old  Sarum 
and  Gat  ton,  for  instance,  were  populous 
towns,  and  therefore  the  right  of  repre* 
lentation  was  first  given  them.  They  are 
now  desolate,  and  of  consequence  ought 
not  to  retain  a  privilege,  which  they  ac- 
quired only  by  their  extent  and  populous- 
0688.  We  ought  in  every  thing,  as  far  as 
we  can,  to  make  the  theofy  and  practice 
9f  the  constitution  coincide.  The  su- 
preme legislative  body  of  a  state  must 
mrely  have  this  power  inherent  in  itself, 
[t  was  de  facto  lately  exercised  to  its  full 
extent  by  parliament  m  the  case  of  Shore- 
lam  with  universal  approbation,  for  near 
I  hundred  corrupt  voters  were  disfran- 
chised, and  about  twice  that  number  of 
reeholders  admitted  from  the  county  of 
Sussex. 

It  will  be  objected,  I  foresee,  that  a  time 
»f  perfect  calm  and  peace  throughout  this 
past  empire  is  the  most  proper  to  propose 
nternal  regulations  of  this  importance; 
ind  that,  while  intestine  discora  rages  in 
he  whole  northern  continent  of  America, 
)ur  attention  ought  to  be  fixed  upon  that 
DOSt  alarming  object,  and  all  our  efforts 
mployed  to  extinguish  the  devouring 
lame  of  a  civil  war.*  In  my  opinion.  Sir, 
he  American  war  is  in  this  truly  critical 
3ra  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  for  the 
egulation  of  our  representation,  which  I 
I0W  submit  to  the  House.  During  the 
est  of  our  lives,  likewise,  I  may  venture 
o  prophesy,  America  will  be  the  leading 
eature  of  this  age.  In  our  late  disputes 
rtth  the  Americans,  we  have  always  taken 
t  for  granted,  that  the  people  of  England 
ustified  all  the  iniauitous,  cruel,  arbitrary, 
ind  mad  proceedings  of  administration, 
ecause  they  had  ^e  approbation  of  the 


majority  of  this  House.  The  absurdity 
of  such  an  argument  is  apparent,  for  the 
majority  of  this  House  we  know  speak 
only  the  sense  of  5,723  persons,  e? en  sup- 
posing, according  to  the  laudable  consti- 
tutional custom  of  our  ancestors,  that  the 
constituent  had  been  consulted  on  this 
great  national  point,  as  he  ought  to  have 
been.  We  have  seen  in  what  manner  the 
acquiescence  of  a  majority  here  is  obtain- 
ed. The  people  in  the  southern  part  of 
this  island  amount  to  upwards  of  five  mil- 
lions. The  sense,  therefore,  of  five  miU 
lions  cannot  be  ascertained  by  the  opinioQ 
oi  not  6,000,  even  supposing  it  had  been 
collected.  The  Americans  with  great 
reason  insist,  that  the  present  war  is  car- 
ried on  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  nation, 
by  a  ministerial  junto,  and  an  arbitrary 
faction,  equaUy  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
Englishmen,  and  the  claims  of  Americans, 
The  various  addresses  to  the  throne  from 
most  numerous  bodies,  praying  that  the 
sword  may  be  returned  to  the  scabbard, 
and  all  hostilities  cease,  confirm  this  asser- 
tion. The  capital  of  our  country  has  re- 
peatedly declared,  by  various  public'^acts. 
Its  abhorrence  of  the  present  unnatural 
civil  war,  begun  on  principles  subversive 
of  our  constitution.  Our  history  furnishes 
frequent  instances  of  the  sense  of  parlia- 
ment running  directly  counter  to  tlie  sense 
of  the  nation.  It  was  notoriously  of  late 
the  cose  in  the  business  of  the  Middlesex 
election.  I  believe  the  fact  to  be  equally 
certain  in  the  grand  American  dispute,  at 
least  as  to  the  actual  hostilities  now  carry- 
ing on  against  our  brethren  and  fellow 
subjects.  The  proposition  before  us  will 
bring  the  case  to  an  issue ;  and  from  a  fair 
and  equal  representation  of  the  people, 
America  may  at  length  distinguish  the 
real  sentiments  of  freemen  and  English- 
men. 

I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  at  this  time,  to  go 
into  a  tedious  detail  of  all  the  various  pro- 
posals which  have  been  made  for  redress- 
iBg  this  irregularity  in  the  representation 
of  the  people.  I  will  not  intrude  on  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  which  I  have  al- 
ways found  favourable  and  encouraging* 
When  the  Bill  is  brought  in,'  and  sent  to 
a  committee,  it  will  be  the  proper  time  to 
examine  all  the  minutiae  of  this  great  plan, 
and' to  determine  on  the  propriety  of  what 
ought  now  to  be  done,  and  to  consider 
what  formerly  was  actually  accomplished. 
The  Journals  of  CromwelPs  pariiamenti 
prove  that  a  more  equal  representatioa 
was  settled,  and  carriea  by  him  into  exe*' 
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cation*  Thift  wonderliil,  oouiprdicmhre 
mind  embraced  the  whole  of  tbis  powerful 
empire.  Ireland  wm  pot  on  a  per  with 
Scotland.  Each  kingdom  lent  SO  memben 
to  a  parliament,  which  contiited  likewise 
of  400  from  England  and  Wales.  It  was 
to  be  trieoniaL  Our  colonies  were  then 
a  speck  on  the  face  of  the.globe;  now 
thty  corer  half  theitew  wodd.  I  w^  at 
this  time,  Sir^  only  throw  out  general 
idem,  that  every  free  agent  in  this  king- 
dom should,  in  my  wish,  be  represented  in 
parliament;  that  tlie  metrooolis,  which 
oontains  in  itself  a  9th  part  m  the  people, 
and  Che  counties  of  Middlesex,  York,  and 
others,  which  so  greatly  abound  with 
inhabitaBts,  should  receiTe  mi  inciease 
b  dmir  representation ;  that  the  mean, 
and  ittsignificaat  boroughs,  so  empha- 
tically styled  **  the  rotten  pert  of  our 
oonsthwtton,**  should  be  lopped  aS,  and 
tim  eledofs  in  them  thrown  into  th^  coon- 
ties;  and  the  rich,  populous,  trading 
towns,  Birmingham,  Manohater,  6he£ 
field,  Leeds,  and  others,  be  permitted  to 
send  deputies  to  the  great  coundl  of  the 
nation. 

The  disfranchising  of  the  mean,  venal, 
mid  dependent  borsugfas  would  be  laying 
the  axe  to  the  root  of  corruption  and  trea- 
sury influence,  as  well  as  ariatocratical 
tyranny.  We  ought  equally  to  g^ard 
i^ainst  those,  who  sell  themselves,  or 
whose  lords  sell  thenu  Burgage  tenures, 
and  private  property  in  a  share  of  the  legis- 
lature, are  monstrous  absurdities  in  a  free 
ftate,  as  well  as  an  insult  on  common 
sense.  I  wish.  Sir,  an  English  parliament 
to  speak  the  free,  unbiassed  sense  of  the 
body  of  the  English  people,  and  of  every 
man  among  us,  of  each  individual,  who 
may  justly  be  supposed  to  be  compre- 
hended in  a  fair  majority.  The  meanest 
mechanic,  the  poorest  peasant  and  day- 
labourer,  has  important  rights  respecthig 
J^is  personal  liberty,  that  of  his  wife  and 
children,  his  property,  however  inconsi- 
derable, his  wages,  his  .earnings,  the  very 
price  and  value  of  each  day's  hard  labour, 
which  are  in  many  trades  and  manufac- 
turas  vegulaled .  by  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment. Every  law  relative  to  marriage,  to 
the  ^protection  of  a  wife,  sister,  or  daughter, 
flgainst  violence  and  brutal  lust,  to  every 
contract  or  agraement  with  a  rapacious  or 
ttijust  master,  is  of  importance  to  the 
manufaclurer,  the  eottager,  the  servant, 
«B  well  as  to  the  rich  subjects  of  the  state. 
Some  shaoe  therefoie  in  thepower  of  mak- 
ing those  Jam^  whithdeeplj  mtecest  them, 
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an^  to  whidi  they  are  expedel  ts  pi^ 
obedience,  should  be  lesuted  etato  dia 
inferior,  but  most  oadul,  set  of  omb  is  die 
community.  We  ought  ahr^  ts  re- 
member this  important  truth,  sdssv- 
lodged  by  every  free  state,  tkst  sB  gi» 
vemment  is  instotuted  for  the  good  sf  the 
man  of  the  people  to  be  govmsd;  Aet 
they  are  the  original  fountain  of  povcr^asd 
even  of  revenue,  and  in  all  dcnts  die  hu 
resource. 

The  various  instances  of  partial  ii^ortioe 
throughout  this  kingdom  wiU  likewiie  W- 
come  the  proper  subjects  of  enquiry  it  the 
course  of  the  Bill  before  the  committBt 
Of  thw  nature  are  the  many  freeboUiiB 
the  city  of  London,  wluch  are  not  re(n> 
seated  in  this  House.  These  fteehcih 
being  within  the  .particular  jnrtsdioboB  if 
the  city,  are  excluded  firom  giving  sna 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  bjwSid 
parliament  only  liverymen  can  vote  fsr  do 
rmreaentatives  of  the  city  ef  Lfliski* 
These,  and  other  particnlan,  I  ksre.  1 
mention  them  now,  only  to  shew  the  l^ 
cessity  of  a  new  reffuktioQ  of  the  reptaus' 
tation  of  this  kingdom. 

My  enquiries^  Sir,  are  confiaed  ts  Ik 
southern  part  of  the  island.  Scodtidl 
leave  to  the  care  of  its  own  csrefol  wk 
prudent  sons.  I  hope  they  wiispsreafiv 
moments  from  the  management  rf  ds 
arduous  affiurs  of  England  and  Aouria 
which  are  now  solely  entrtsted  to  dor 
wisdom,  and  at  present  so  modi  engn> 
their  time,  to  attend  to  the  state  ^J^ 
sentation  among  their  own  people,  if  n? 
have  not  all  emigrated  to  thiswaroierwl 
more  fruitful  climate.  I  am  ahnoit  fbA 
the  45  Scottish  gentlemen  among  osr^ 
present  themselves.  Perhaps  in  mj  (^ 
for  the  improvement  of  the  reprtfeslifi* 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Englano,  almori  d 
the  natives  of  Scotland  may  at  thie  tinebe 
included.  I  shall  only  remark,  that  At 
proportion  of  representation  betveesAe 
two  countries  cannot  be  changed,  blk 
22nd  article  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  4S« 
to  be  the  proportion  of  the  rapreeenW^ 
body  in  the  parliament  of  Great-Britm v 
the  northern  part  of  this  island.  To  •* 
csease  the  members  for  England  and  Wa> 
b^ond  the  number,  of  whiditfaeEsdv 
parliament  consisted  at  the  period  rf>* 
treatif  in  1706,  would  be  a  breach  af  p* 
lie  latth,and  a  violation  of  a  solemn  tnuf 
between  two  independent  states.  BfjPf^ 
position  has  for  its  bdsts  die  preeenpaiiflB^ 
that  compact,  the  proportienal  iht'*  * 
each Jungdem  in  the  Jj^islatife  bod;l^ 
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maminff  ezftctly  according  to  its  present 
establishment. 

The  monstrous  injustice  and  gkring 
partiality  of  the  present  representation  of 
the  Commons  of  England  has  been  fully 
atated,  and  is^  I  believe,  almost  universally 
acknowledged,  as  well  as  the  necessity. of 
our  recurring  to  the  great  leadine  principle 
of  our  free  constitution,  which  declares 
this  House  of  Parliament  to  be  only  a  de- 
legated power  from  the  people  at  large. 
Policy,  no  less  than  justice,  calls  our  at- 
tention to  this  momentous  pdint ;  and  rea- 
son, not  custom,  ought  to  be  our  guide  in  a 
business  of  this  consequence,  where  the 
rights  of  a  free  people  are  materially  in- 
terested. Without  a  true  representation 
d  the  Commons  our  constitution  is  essen- 
tially  defective,  our  parliament  is  a  delusive 
name,  a  mere  phantom,  and  all  other  re- 
medies to  r^over  thepristinepurity  of  the 
£orm  of  government  established  by  our  an- 
cestors would  be  ineffectual,  even  the 
shortening  theperiod  of  parliaments,  and  a 
place  and  pension  Bill,  both  which  I  highly 
approve,  and  think  absolutely  necessary. 
I  tnerefore  flatter  myself.  Sir,  that  I  shall 
have  the  concurrence  of  the  House  with 
the  motion,  which  I  have  now  the  honour 
of  making,  *^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  a  just  and  equal  Representation 
of  the  People  of  England  in  Parliament." 

Mr.  Alaerman  BuU  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

Lord  North  was  very  jocular.  He  said, 
whatever  reason  other  gentlemen  had  to 
complain,  he  imagined  the  hon.  mover  was 
tolerably  well  pleased  with  his  success  in 
LfOndon  and  Middlesex^  He  supposed 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  not  serious,  nor 
ever  meant  his  proposition  should  go  to  a 
committee.  If  he  should  prevail,  he  as- 
sured him,  it  would  cause  great  discontent ; 
and  he  would  find  it  no  easy  task  to  pre- 
vail on  those  who  had  an  interest  in  the 
boroughs,  on  which  he  bestowed  so  many 
bard  names,  to  sacrifice  to  ideal  schemes 
of  reformation,  so  beneficial  a  species  of 
property.  His  lordship  enterea  into  a 
physical,  chirurgical,  and  political  disqui- 
sition on  the  nature  andeflSscts  of  amputa- 
tions in  general,  as  operating  on  the  oody 
aatural  and  body  politic ;  and  shewed  how 
dangerous  such  experiments  have  proved, 
and  the  risk  of  overthrowing  or  dissolving 
the  constitutions  such  experiments  were 
Intended  to  correct  and  amend.  He 
thought  the  proposition  could  do  no  good, 
ind  might  do  much  harm ;  and  added,  that 
lie  did  not  approve  of  it. 
[VOL.  XVIll.]* 


Mr.  Wilkes  made  a  short  reply;  and 
the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative, without  a  division. 

Debate  (m  Mr.  Burke^s  BUI  to  prevent 
the  Plundering  of  Shipwrecks.^  ^  March 
27.  Mr.  Burke  movea  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  <<  to  prevent  the  inhuman  prac- 
tice of  plundering  ships  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Great  Britain ;  and  for  the  fur- 
ther relief  of  ships  in  distress  on  said 
coast.*'  He  said,  ne  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  such  shame* 
ful  and  horrid  practices  as  had  been  fre- 
quently committed  on  the  several  qoasts  of 
this  kingdom,  scarcely  a  winter  passing 
but  our  public  prints  contained  accounta 
which  were  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized 
country ;  such  matters  ought  not  to  pasa 
unnoticed  and  unpunished.  He  said,  that 
commercial  countries,  particularly  this, 
which  prided  itself  so  much  on  its  national 
honour,  should  take  care  to  do  every 
thing  possible  in  its  power  to  discourage 
such  outrageous  proceedings.  ^ 

Mr.  Sauobrtdge  (Lord  Mayor)  opposed 
.the  motion,  tip  thought  die  remedy 
would  be  worse  than  the  disease ;  that  the 
laws  in  being  were  sufficient,  if  well  exe- 
cuted. 

Lord  Mulgrave  had  no  objection  to  the 
Bill.  He  thought  some  remedy  ought  to 
be  applied  to  prevent  an  evil  which  must 
be  a  disgrace  to  any  country  where  it  was  ' 
permitted ;  but  he  doubted  the  efficacy  of 
any  law  brought  in  on  the  plan  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Rashleigh  said,  he  lived  near  the 
sea-coast,  where  such  melancholy  acci- 
dents, he  was  sorry ,  to  say,  too  frequently 
happened;  yet  he  could  affirm,  that  the 
plundering  ships  was  senerally  prevented 
by  the  assiduity  and  exertions  ci  the 
neighbouring  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Rice  said,  the  laws  in  being  were 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  mischief,  and  no 
new  law  would  answer  any  effectual  pur- 
pose, if  the  gentlemen  of  property  and 
consequence  in  the  neighbourhood' were 
remiss  In  their  duty. 

Sir  Gre^  Coolaer  would  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion, because,  ir  negatived,  it  would  have 
a  very  strange  appearance  in  the  votes, 
that  a  BOl  bearing  such  a  title  should  be 
stopped  hi  the  first  instance ;  but  desired 
it  might  not  be  understood  that  he  meant 
to  support  the  Bill  aftfer  it  was  brought  io. 

Sir  George  Yonge  said,  he  lived  in  a* 
maritime  county,  and  insisted  the  execu* 
tion  of  the  present  laws  depended  on  the 
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magistrates ;  whererer  any  injuiy  there* 
fore  was  sustained,  it  was  owing  to  their 
neglect;  hence  it  foflowedy  that  framing 
new  lawsy  without  ensoring  their  punctual 
execution,  was  doin|;  nothmg. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  it  seemed  very 
extraordinary,  that  the  first  magistrate 
of  the  first  trading  city  in  the  world, 
should  oppose  a  fill  designed  to  pro- 
tect the  property  of  persons  concerned 
in  trade  and  commerce.  He  hoped, 
however,  before  the  matter  was  further 
pursued,  that  gentlemen  would  rise,  de- 
dare  their  sentiments,  and  take  a  decided 
part.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  particular 
reason  for  pushing  such  a  law.  It  was 
true,  he  thought  it  might  be  of  sendee, 
but  if  the  House  disapproved  of  it,  there 
his  task  ended,  and  he  should  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  whatever  it  determined.  He 
entreated,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  would 
speak  out,  and  not  permit  the  Bfll  to  be 
brought  in,  merely  for  an  opportunity  to 
throw  Jt  out,  after  trouble  and  time  bad 
been  spent  in  framing  and  bringing  it  in. 

The  (question  being  put,  the  Bill  was 
ordered  in  by  a  majority  of  56  to  IS. 

April  30.  On  the  order  for  the  second 
Teadmgof  tb^  Bill, 

Mr.  Rice  sincerely  wished  that  some- 
thing might  be  devisea  to  put  a  stop  to  so 
barbarous  a  practice ;  but  as  the  Bill  pro- 
posed to  lay  a  penalty  on  the  hunared 
where  the  wreck  Happened,  by  way  of  in- 
demnification, he  could  not /consent  to  it, 
nor  could  he  consent  to  it  thouglk  the 
money  were  to  be  raised  on  the  country  at 
large ;  but  notwithstanding  he  was  against 
the  provisions  of  the  Bui,  he  was  not 
averse  to  the  intention,  which  was  that  of 
putting  a  stop  to  so  great  an  evil.  He 
should  therefore  be  for  sending  the  BiH  to 
a  comnuttee,  that  gentlemen  might  have 
time  to  consider  it  He  presumed  that 
nothing  wpuld  answer  the  purpose  better 
than  pursuing  some  plan  wbicn  might  be 
the  means  of  procuring  early  4md  timely 
information,  but  he  would  for  his  part 
never  consent  that  the  loss  shoula  be 
made  good  either  by  the  county  or  the 
hundred. 

Lord  Mtd^avesaidf  for  the  honour  and 
reputation  of  the  nation  he  should  be  al- 
most for  any  BUI  which  would  promise  to 
prevent  such  a  scandalous  practice';  that 
when  vice  is  become  so  flagrant,  the  only 
way  to  curb  it  is  by  punishments  properly 
suited  to  the  nature  of  the  oftence ;  that 
none  would  answer  so  well  as  compelling 


people  by  iiiotives  of  mereiolerat  to  scb 
of  humanity;  that  every  mm  vhslncd  ii 
the  hondred  were  the  sfa^  wis  wreded, 
if  the  loss  was  to  be  maoe  goodbjdie 
hundred,  would  find  an  interest  in  protect- 
ing the  wreck,  for  bj  so  doing  be  wooU 
protect  his  own  property ;  that  dm  m 
the  very  reason  wny  the  hundred  w 
compelled  to  nmke  good  robberies  gob- 
mitted  on  the  highway,  in  order  to  rale 
them  more  ready  to  assist  in  apprehesd* 
ing  the  ofenders,  or  more  active' ia  &• 
covering  them. 

Mr.  Mackmorthj  as  the  whole  Hook 
seemed  to  foe  agreed  in  die  prindpk  i 
tlie  Bill,  did  not  see  how  any  genuean 
could  consistently  object  to  its  being  sctf 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  observed,  dist  p^ 
cuniary  temptations  should  be  restiaoei 
by  pecuniary  punishments. 

Mr.  Harris  said,  it  was  directed  ag&rt 
the  innocent  as  well  9a  the  guHty,  sodi 
was  a  maxim  in  law,  cooHnon  sense,  id 
morals,  that  it  was  always  better  that  XA 
guilty  persons  should  escape,  than  one  it- 
nocent  person  sufier.  What  was  tbe  fit 
here  laid  down  ?  A  few  of  the  mostp^ 
fligate  persons  in  a  hundred  were  topA 
by  public  rapine  and  plunder,  and  »l  tb 
reputable  industrious  inhabitimts,  penoa 
who  abhorred  the  act  as  much  aste 
really  plundered,  were  to  be  made  refpat* 
sible  for  the  loss, 

Mr.  Whituiorth  said,  this  countiy  wi 
the  only  civilized  country  under  bepa 
Where  stich  outrages  were  permittfi 
without  a£>rdhig  r^eas  to  tne  mjtd 
parly. 

mu  Henmker  4aid,  he  had  a  Af 
wrecked  on  Uie  northern  coast  of  EogM 
where  gentlemen  in  the  Deighboiuberf 
gave  every  assistance  in  their  power,.  k< 
to  very  little  purpose.  He  had  an^ 
wrecked  on  the  coast  of  the  Meditenv 
nean,  where  he  had  every  thing  retiinrf 
that  was  saved,  and  when  he  oSenii 
gratuity  for  the  trouble,  the  answer  k 
received  was,  *'  No,  you  have  aheadf  to 
enough  in  the  loss  of  your  ship,  we  ii 
take  nothing." 

Mr.  fVauace  said,  that  whatever  m 
private  virtue  might  be,  we  should  athH 
assume  the  appearance  of  pofolic  tirtc; 
for  this  was  the  oqly  country  in  EoM|^ 
in  which  such  inhuman  practioei  wV 
suffered,  without  public  pnnishmfiri^ ' 
public  redress. 

Sir  George  Sav^e  painted,  in  stra(<^ 
lours,  the  inhumanity  of  WDd/eDDg  A* 
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miserable  and  wretched  still  more  so.  As 
to  the  hardship  of  punishing  the  innocent, 
the  argument  oad  the  appearance  of  plau- 
sibility, and  that  was  all;  for  no  particular 
man  had  a  ri^ht  to  complain^  when  thej 
all  were  to  feel  the  efects  of  the  law  indis- 
criminatelvy  and  that  for  public  good  and 
private  indemnification. 

Mr.  Savobrid&e  said^  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly cruel  to  make  gentlemen  pay 
for  matters  which  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  prevent.  The  hon.  gentleman  who  pa- 
tronized the  Billy  had  omitted  Scotland ; 
and  the  gentlemen  of  that  country  had  re- 
tired»  as  not  being  interested ;  but  he  as- 
•sured  such  as  remamed,  that  if  the  Bill 
should  pass,  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  was 
intended  to  take  them  in  by  including 
that  country  in  a  more  general  law,  to  be 
brought  in  at  a  more  convenient  occasion. 
Mr.  H.  Dundcu  said,  that  every  other 
country  in  Europe  had  provided  a  remedy 
for  this  terrible  calamity  but  these  king- 
doms* 

Governor  Potonall  observed,  that  if  the 
present  Bill  was  brought  forward  under 
any  such  idea,  it  was  a  total  mistake 
tlirough  ignorance  of  the  remedies  which 
tlie  laws  with  very  severe  penalties  had 
provided  against  this  most  cruel  and  sa- 
vage of  all  crimes.  If  these  were  not  un- 
cierstood  or  not  su£Bdent|  a  Bill  to  explain 
a^nd  amend  them  >vas  the  proper  metnod, 
in  which  he  would  readily  give  his  assist- 
ance. But  he  objected  to  the  principle  of 
this  BiU. 

Mr.  Van  called  it  a  black  Bill,  sind 
iDfiisted  that  it  miffht  be  productive  of  the 
grossest  fraud  and  imposition. 

.Mr.  Burie  said,  when  he  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill,    the    House 
seemed  to  be  almost  unanimous ;  but  now 
he  perceived  that  gentlemen  had  changed 
their  minds,  he  must  submit ;   for  he  per- 
ceived the  bell  had  rung  the  departing  knell 
of  his  Bill.      He  showed  from  the  French 
laws,  what  great  advantages  they  had  over 
ours,  in  respect  of  ships  wrecked  on  their 
coasts.     He  observed,  that  gentlemen  af- 
fected great  caution  in  the  present  case, 
thouch  it  was  well  known  we  had  laws  en- 
actecTon  the  most  trivial  occasions.   .We 
jhad  some  against  pulling  a  stake  out  of  a 
bedge ;  others  against  touching  paling ; 
others,  still  more  extraordinary,  against 
disturbing  a  thorn.      All  those,  according 
to  the  language  held  this  day,  were,  it 
seems,  of  more  consequence  in  the  esti- 
mation of  some  gentlemen,  than  the  de- 
stroy ixig,  pillaging,  orpurloininjg  the  cargo 


of  a  vessel  worth  several  thousand  pounds. 
The  House  divided  on  the  second  read- 
ing. Ayes  43,  Noes  55*    So  the  Bill  was 
lost. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Hart' 
le^s  Motion  Jbr  Estimates  of  the  probable 
Expences    or   th^   War  xotth   America."} 


April  1. 
read, 


\e  order  ^f  the  day   being 


Mr.  Hartley  spoke  as  fellows  t 

The  noble  lord  (North)  having  an- 
nounced, that  he  intends  to  lay  the  state  of 
the  nation  before  us,  on  the  first  day  of  busi- 
ness after  the  recess ;  I  hope  it  wiU  not  ap- 
pear foreign  to  that' purpose,  if  I  suggest  to 
the  House  the  necessity  of  some  proner  ma- 
terials  being  laid  upon  the  table,  py  toe  help 
of  which  we  maybe  better  prepared  to  enter 
upon  SO/  important  a  discussion.  The 
sUte  of  the  national  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure, together  with  the  sufficiency 
and  insufficiency  of  the  national  powers, 
are  very  properly  termed  by  the  noble 
lord,  to  ne  the  state  of  the  nation. 
It  is  a  subject  of  such  infinite  importance, 
that  I  need  make  no  apology  to  the  House, 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  for  recom- 
mending a  prudent  forecast  of  the  ruinous 
consequences,  which  must  inevitably  at- 
tend the  civil  war  with  our  colonies,  into 
which  this  nation  is  so  blindly  and  precipi- 
tately driven  by  its  ministers.  The  enor- 
mity of  the  expence,  which  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  explain  to  you  under  the  several 
branches  of  this  day,  is  but  the  least  part 
of  the  evil.  Even  what  adminbtratioa 
would  call  success,  would  be  more  irreco- 
verable ruin,  by  destroying  the  very  source 
of  wealth  ana  strength  to  this  country, 
than  almost  any  anticipation  of  the  revenue 
in  the  first  instance.  These  are  matters 
of  such  importance,  that  I  should  think 
myself  highly  criminal,  and  a  deserter  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  me  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  if  I  did  not  offer  to  the  House, 
with  great  deference,  such  materials  and 
information  as  have  fallen  in  mv  own  way, 
in  the  course  of  my  best  endeavours  to 
obtain  information,  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  revenue.  Reposing  upon  that 
candour  of  the  House  which  I  have  so 
often  experienced,  I  will  endeavour  to 
state  a  few  plain  facts  and  plain  conse- 
quences, without  partiality  or  bias/ without 
respect  of  persons,  and  without  fear  or 
favour. 

It  is  so  much  the  'more  necessary  that 
we  should  come  to  some  explicit  under* 
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standing  of  these  matters,  as  the  most  pro- 
found secrecy  and  concealment  have  been 
practised  to  keep  alarming  truths  from  the 
public  eye,  and  false  pretences  have  been 
thrown  out  to  amuse  the  credulous  confi- 
dence of  this  House.  It  is  not  many 
months  ago,  (no  longer  than  the  last 
session)  that  any  meml^r,  who  got  up  to 
warn  you  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
.war  then  recommended  against  America, 
was  laughed  at  in  his  place ;  the  very  sug- 
gestion was  treated  as  being  so  ridiculous, 
that  the  minister  proposed  to  you  to  begin 
by  disarming;  by  votins  4,000  seamen 
less  than  you  had  kept  die  year  before ; 
and  not  many  days  auer  the  meeting  of 
the  new  parliament,  a  vote  of  a  3«.  land-tax 
was  proposed,  with  a  view  to  soothe  the 
landed  men  into  the  adoption  of  this  fatal 
war.  That  this  step  was  taken  with  no 
other  view  than  to  quiet  the  alarms  of  the 
landed  interest  is  past  dispute,  because 
the  vote  for  the  is.  land-tax  was  passed 
before  Christmas,  though  the  Bill  was  not 
brought  in  till  i^r  the  holidays ;  the  vote 
therefore  was  studiously  thrown  out  be- 
forehand, to  prevent  the  discontents  that 
might  happen,  and  to  mislead  the  public 
into  a  fallacious  dependence,  that  a  few 
I  unimportant  discontents  in  America,  as 
they  were  then  represented  to  be,  would 
soon  be  subdued.  Where  are  we  now? 
Have  not  our  forebodings  been  more  than 
'realized  ?  Has  it  been  arrant  folly  in  ad- 
ministration, to  plunge  us  into  our  present 
fiituation  ?  or,  has  it  been  downright  trea* 
chery  afore-thought,  to  lead  their  unsus- 
pecting country,  step  by  step,  into  an  ir- 
reconcilable civil  war,  to  dipGreat  Britain 
and  America  in  blood,  and  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  to  peace  and  safety  ? 

Whichever  be  the  case,  the  administra- 
tion have  DOW  at  least  forfeited  all  claim 
to  the  confidence  of  this  House  and  of  the 
public.  We  ar^  now  told,  with  great  com- 
posure, by  those  very  men  who  but  a  few 
months  ago,  laughed  to  scorn  every  fore- 
boding word  of  prudence,  that  the  whole 
power  of  this  country  is  unequal  to  the 
undertaking;  and  that  however  reasonable 
it  might  have  been  last  year  to  have  fore- 
seen the  immensity  of  the  war,  yet  that 
parliament  in  the  last  session  would  not 
nave  been  disposed  to  have  grants  more 
expensive  aids,  and  therefore  that  no  more 
were  then  applied  for:  but  that  we  are 
now  dipt  in,  and  must  wade  throush.  If 
an  army  of  50,000  men,  and  100  snips  of 
force,  afe  now  found  necessary,  the  word 
to  parliament  is,  you  must  go  through. 


there  is  no  retreat:  it  most  be  doDS. 
Every  comer  of  the  three  kiDgdoms  is  to 
be  ransacked  for  recruits;  every  power 
in  Europe  is  to  be  solicited  for  m^enarj 
aid ;  every  trading  vessel  heretofore  em- 
ployed in  the  American  commerce,  is  dov 
destined  to  transport  the  means  of  destroy* 
ing  the  commercial  wealth  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  all  the  sources  of  its  utiI 
empire. 

As  I  wish  the  public  may  no  longer  be 
deceived,  I  shall  offer  some  motions  for 
the  proper  materials  to  be  laid  before  ai, 
to  be  our  guide  and  assistance  in  forroiog 
our  judgment  and  decision.    The  three 
great  branches  of  national  expence  are, 
the  Navvy  the  Army,  and  the  Ordnaoce; 
and  eacn  of  these  branches  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  viz.  expences  which  are  voted 
upon  specific  estimates,  and  extraordmary 
expences  which  are  incurred  ever^  year  ia 
the  three  services,  partly  at  the  discretifB 
of  the  respective  commanders,  and  pstlij 
at  the  discretion  of  the  ministry  in  their 
several  depalrtments.    These  extiaonfiaa- 
ries  in  former  times  were  kept  within  nar- 
row bounds,  but  of  late  years  thev  are 
grown  to  au'  enormous  amount,  waat 
equal  to  the  expences  voted  in  eadlle^ 
vice  upon  estimate ;  which  latitude^  tbai 
negliffently  and  tacitly  allowed  to  auBJi- 
ters  m  dispensing  the  public  parse,  Im 
been,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be  the 
cause  of  a  most  ruinous  waste  of  thepoh- 
lie  revenue.    As  to  the  present  year,  the 
House  have  before  them  all  the  expeaca 
of  the  American  war,  which  hafe  bees 
formed  into  specific  estimates :  but  the 
unmeasurable  part  of  the  expence  will  he 
in  the  secret  and  hidden  class  of  eztn«^ 
dinaries,  left  to  the  unrestrained  diacRiiBS 
of  ministers,  commanders,  commMons^ 
and  contractors*    The    House  and  the 
public  are  amused  with  nominal  estimM 
while  this  bottomless  gulph  is  opened  l» 
hind  us,  and  not  to  iSd  satiated  bat  att' 
the  last  farthing.    If  experience  can  teii 
us  wisdom,  it  is  higjh  tmoie  that  ^^^^ 
posaessed  of  it    This  chaos  of  extM» 
naries  may,  doubtless,  be  reduced  tossae 
reasonable  shape  of  computatioo.  lAj^ 
ters  will  hardly  tell  this  House  seriom 
that  they  have  not  the  least  meaiare « 
what  they  recommend  or  undertake;  ■>• 
I  think,  wquld  it  be  very  decent  forthtf 
to  come  in  <  the  next  session  with  a  boor 
less  demand  of  debts  incurred  upse^* 
confidence  whieh  we  are  now  dcsirea  l» 
repose  in  them,  and  to  tdl  us  tiMi^'^ 
foresaw  ell  ibeae  expenoes^  but  we  cor 
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cealed  them  carefully  ftom  yon,  that  we 
midit  lead  yoa  ins^sibly  on. 

Then  let  us  forecast  the  account  now. 
I  shall  begin  with  the  Navy.  The  motion 
which  I  shall  make  upon  the  subject  of  the 
navy  is  copied  word  for  word  out  of  the 
Journals  upon  a  former  occasion,  and  a 
very  accurate  estimate  was  made  in  return, 
of  the  probable  expepce  of  the  navy,  ar- 
ticle bv  article :  therefore  I  am  sure  the 
minister  can  give  us  this  information,  if 
he  will  My  motipn  is,  1.  **  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  expence  of  his  Majesty's 
navy  for  the  present  year,  distinguished 
under  proper  heads,  upon  the  services 
voted  by  this  House ;  snewing  also  how 
far  the  said  cxpencc  may  probably  exceed 
or  fall  short  of  the  sums  already  voted  for 
those  services ;  and  also  an  estimate  of  the 
probable' expence  of  transports  and  vio-> 
tualling  during  the  present  year." 

My  secohd  and  third  motions,  respect- 
ing the  extraordiuaries  of  the  Army,  and 
Ordnance  for  land-service,  are  nearly  to 
the  same  effect,  viz.  2.  *<  That  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  amount  of  the  extra- 
ordinary services  lii&ely  to  be  incurred  by 
his  Majesty's  Uind  forces  in  one  year,  from 
March  9th  1776,  be  prepared,  and  laid 
before  this  House."  S.  **  That  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  expence  of  the  office 
of  ordnance  for  land  service,  during  tfie 
present  year,  over  and  above  the  provision 
already  ooade  in  this  session  of  parliament, 
be  prepared  and  laid  heiore  this  House." 

These  are  the  materials  which,  as  'it 
seems  to  me,  are  necessary  for  us  to  form 
our  judgment  upon.  Many  of  th^m  may 
be  estimated  with  great  accuracy;  and, 
from  the  assistance  of  the  official  lights 
which  the  noble  lord  has  access  to,  he ' 
may  rive  us  a  general  view  of  the  whole 
pr<Aable  expence  of  the  year.  This  is 
what  I  shouia  call  laving  the  state  of  the 
nation  before  us.  By  this  time  of  the 
year,  which  is  the  month  of  April,  you 
ought  to  have  formed  your  plans.  You 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  number  of  ships 
which  are  destined  for  sea-service  for  this 
year.  You  know  the  complement  of  men 
ror  each  rate ;  therefore  you  may  know  by 
how  many  they  will  exceed  the  number  of 
seamen  voted  bjr  pariiament.  In  the  form- 
ing such  an  esUmate,  the  board  of  Admi- 
ralty can  give  you  a  list  of  the  seamen  to 
be  employed,  the  paymaster  of  the  ma- 
rines can  send  you  the  number  of  marines. 
The  value  of  stores  bontracted  for  and  to 
^  purcbased  Sot  ih^  and  buildSng-yarisi 


and  rope-yards,  oojght  to  be  minutely 
known,  or  else  how  is  the  navy  to  be  pro- 
vided ?  I  will  read  you  three  or  four  prin- 
cipal heads  of  expedce  in  the  estimate  of 
the  navy,  which  was  returned  to  this 
House  on  the  2d  of  May  1772,  upon  the 
very  identical  motion  that  I  offer  to  you 
now.  Take  them  as  a  specimen  that  the 
estimates  that  I  now  ask  for  may  be  very 
methodically  made  out,  unless  you  are  de- 
termined to  with-hold  every  requisite  in- 
formation from  this  House:  1.  Value  of 
stores  and  materials  contracted  for  and  to 
be  purchased  for  his  Majesty's  ships  and 
yaros.  2.  Wa^  to  inferior  officers  and 
workmen  in  his  Majesty's  several  dock- 
jrards,  &c.  3.  Value  of  stores  and  mate* 
rials,  for  the  use  of  the  several  rope-yards. 
4.  Wages  to  seamen,  calculated  upon  the 
list  received  from  the  Admiralty,  of  ships 
to  be  employed  at  sea  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  5.  Value  ef  provisions  to  be  pur- 
chased, &c.  drc.  These  are  enough  for  a 
specimen ;  the  farther  distribution  of  the 
heads  of  naval  estimates  may  be  seen  in 
the  original  paper  itself  in  your  Journals. 

Let  us  know  what  we  are  doing.  What 
is  it  that  you  cannot  compute  ?  Have  you 
not  made  provision  for  stores  and  mate- 
rials necessary  to  careen,  repair,  and  refit 
your  fleet  at  Halifax  ?  or,  if  that  plaice 
should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  provin- 
cials, have  you  made  no  supplemental  pro- 
vision for  the  safety  of  the  navy  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  thousand  miles?  Let  us 
have  the  option,  wheth^we  will  seek  our 
safety  f  morefru^Uyat  least)  by  a  timely 
reconciliation  with  the  once  hospitable 
diore  of  America,  or  upon  the  dependence 
of  some  wild  estimates  of  administration, 
made  for  commissaries  and  contractors; 
or,  which  is  most  probable,  must  we  pa- 
tiently stand  by  the  conseouences  of  their 
total  neglect  of  every  pruaent  and  neces- 
sary precaution  ? 

As  for  the  extraordiuaries  of  the  land- 
service,  some  estimate  may  likewise  be 
niade  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  naval  ex- 
traordiuaries ;  or,  how  are  they  to  be  pro- 
vided for  ?  What  else  is  to  guide  adminh- 
tration  in  the  execution  of  their  own  plan  ? 
Does  not  general  Howe  inform  the  admi* 
nistration  from  time  to  time  what  necessap 
ries  he  may  stand  in  need  of?  His  general 
letters  of  requisition  during  die  last  cam- 
paign are  now  lying  upon  the  table ;  and 
the  noble  lord  has  tola  us,  that  the  mi- 
nistry do  from  thne  to  time  receive  letters 
of  more  explanatory  detail,  according  as 
he  foresees  such  or  such  necessairy  ser* 
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vices.  Look  at  the  Xiill  of  extras  for  the 
last  year :  are  they  not  classed  methodi- 
cally into  heads,  of  Supply  to  the  Forces 
at  JBoston— at  Montreal — Quebec,  ^irc-^ 
Cloathing  and  Accoutrements — Forage — 
Live  Stock— Vegetables— Beer,  &c.  &c. 
Have  you  calculated  any  of  these,  to  re- 
duce them  within  some  estimable  compass  ? 
or  do  you  merely  hold  out  your  measure 
to  the  ruinous  profusion  of  commissaries, 
and  the  merciless  avidity  of  contractors? 

The  last  estimate  of  extraordinaries  that 
I  apply  for,  is  from  the  board  of  Ordnance. 
WiU  you  tell  us,  that  they  are  still  at  a 
loss  for  their  computation  ?  Is  their  powder 
not  yet  shipped  f  Are  their  guns  not  yet 
cast  ?  Are  their  scaling-ladders  not  yet 
made?   Are  their  baggage-waggons  not 

2et  built  ?  Give  us  the  best  account  you 
ave ;  if  it  be  but  an  estimate  of  the  wag- 
gons which  were  reviewed  the  other  day 
by  the  master-general  of  the  ordnance  in 
Portman-square.  You  either  cannot  give 
these  estimates,  or  you  will  not.  If  you 
will  not,  speak  out,  that  we  may  know  what 
we  have  to  depend  upon.  If  you  acknow- 
ledge that  you  cannot,  then  will  you  dare 
to  undertake  the  conduct  of  that  war  of 
which  you  confess  your  own  inability  to 
form  even  an  idea  or  an  estimate  ?  Will 
this  House,  will  the  public  at  large,  com- 
mit a  proposed  armament  of  thirty,  forty, 
or  fifty  thousand  meo,  with  100  ships  of 
force,  at  the  distance  of  3,000  miles  and 
upon  a. line  of  action  of  1,500,  with  the 
national  honour  at  stake,  to  the  hartds  of 
those  men,  who  profess  their  inability  to 
form  any  estimate  but  for  the  emolument 
of  commissaries  and  contractors  ? 

If  the  minister  will  lay  the  true  state  of 
the  nation  fully  before  paifliament,  the 
question  will  then  be  fairly  before  this 
House  and  the  public,  whether  they  will, 
with  their  eyes  open,  enter  into  a  civil 
war,  which  in  any  event  must  feed  upon, 
and  exhaust  every  vital  source  of  this 
country,  at  the  certain  expence  of  ten  or 
twelve  millions  for  this  year?  Whether 
they  will  double  that  expence  in  the  next 
champaign?  And  whether  they. will,  in  a 
thira  year,  commit  themselves,  helpless, 
exhausted,  and  defenceless,  to  the  mercy 
of  France  or  Spain,  and  of  fsvery  power  in 
Europe  that  can  build  its  future  prosperity 
upon  our  ruin  ?  Have  we  forgot  that  it 
was  the  discontent  of  taxes  and  anticipa- 
tions in  the  last  war  that  brought  us  down, 
when  in  the  full  career  of  victory  over  the 
hereditary  enemies  of  this  country,  to  be- 
come the  humble  suitors  of  a  timid  peace  ? 


Ir.  Hmrtk^U  Motion  Jar  EtAuiei  [\M 

That  it  was  this  want  of  fiDreossiii&e 
day  of  our  then  prosperity,  which  hm  es* 
tailed  upon  us  that  load  of  nuUiooB  vkidi 
both  then  and  since  have  severely  lerred 
to  quicken  the  sense  of  humiliatog  loti- 
tutions,  and  the  r^ret  of  victorin  vao- 
tonly  thrown  away  ?  Then  let  us  he  raer 
now.  The  estimates  that  I  csll  forire 
not  only  in  the  highest  degree  necenrj, 
but  perfectly  practicable.  To  teB  lu,  tut 
the  precedent  from  whidi  I  tske  my  ex- 
ample, of  the  naval  estimates  delivered  ■ 
1772,  was  in  the  time  of  peac^  is  oh^ 
saying,  that  it  was  less  neccKuy  tfaa 
than  it  is  now.  My  only  reason  for  lukiif 
this  motion  now  is,  because  we  are  not  s 
peace.  Nor  can  the  wisest  of  us  aD  foR* 
see  the  day,  if  you  proceed  a  sinde  Ncp 
farther  in  these  fatal  measures,  whentb 
country  may  return  to  peace  aggun. 

The  whole  extent  of  my  propositioBii 
this;  either  that  the  noble  lord  would  % 
before  this  House  the  best  evideoce  ad 
information  upon  the  case,  bv  authotk 
estimates ;  or  that  he  will  allow  me  ti 
offer  my  conjectural  estimates,  asagrooad 
for  the  House  to  come  to  some  as  dp* 
nion  upon;  or  that  he  will  give  faiaiv 
the  trouble  to  point  out  in  what  parts  Ik 
may  think  them  materially  erroneott 
Having  no  wish  to  misrepresent,  ai^ 
hardly  room  to  exa^ggerate,  I  commit  a^ 
self  freely  to  the  candour  of  the  Houks 
Uie  investigation  of  those  necessary  peiife 
of  infompation,  in  which  we  are  not  liUi 
to  receive  any  assistance  from  morea^ 
thentic  estimates.  I  will  endeavour  tak 
as  distinct  and  methodical  as  I  cao,  atlk 
same  time  trusting  that  the  noble  loidil 
not  cavH  with  me  for  little  matters.  P«M 
of  minute  accuracy  may  be  reserved  ir 
some  other  day.  A  few  thousands  alt 
or  less  make  no  difference  in  my  ff 
ment ;  I  speak  upon  the  scale  of  miuvfr 

To  bring  the  whole  auestioa  ut»^ 

f>oint  of  view,  we  should  state  the  ir 
owing  particulars  :  1.  The  sums  abcif 
voted  upon  estimate  for  the  preseotyaR 
6,157,0007.  2.  The  sum  reniaiiui«t 
vote  upon  estimate,  computed  at  750iw 
3.  The  probable  excess  of  the  expenetfa 
the  navy,  army,  and  ordnance,  OfS^ 
above  the  provisions  already  niade,  ca» 
puted  at  5,300,000^  These  three  a«i 
will  make  the  total  of  the  expeocf  • 
1776  12,207,000/.  To  which  we  0^ 
add,  4.  The  amount  of  the  preseat  ^ 
standing  debts,  viz.  Navy  debt  oa  SV 
Dec  1775  2,698,0007.  Exch^perlJ 
1,250,00M.    Civil  list  debt^  as  staidV 
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lord'Statr^  MO,000L  MiiuDg  a  grots  total 
of  16,dS5,000/.  Deducting  ftom  this  total, 
B*  One  year's  produce  of  tM  ordkianr  reve- 
nae,  computed  at  4,96O,O0(M.  llie  re- 
ikainder  unprovided  for  wiU  then  be 
12»006»00(V. 

If  the  expenoe  of  the  extraordmarjes 
should  exceed  the  proportion  above  stated, 
of  which  I  can  have  no  doubt,  if  ibis  ar« 
nament  goes  on  according  to  its  ptesent 
irain,  just  in  the  same  proportion  wSl  this 
last  unprovided  sum  be  increased.  This 
18  the  true  state  of  the  question  in  one 
"view,  without  aggravation  or  colouring. 
Upon  thQ  balance  of  thu  year  there  wUl 
TOmain  unprovided  for,  the  sum  of  12  mil- 
lions, or  perhaps  a  ^eat  deal  more.  / 

I  will  now  enter  mto  the  detay,  to  jus- 
tify the  estimates  lOf  the  several  articles  as 
I  offer  them  to  the  House.  The  first  ar« 
tide  is  the  amount  of  the  sums  already 
woled,  being  merely  a  summation  of 
the  articles  as  standing  upon  the  votes, 
«,  157,000/.  The  second  article  of  esti- 
noates  remaining  to  vote,stated  at  ISOfiOOl. 
I  expbin  thus;  Militia  to  be  embodied 
5CX>,000^.  Sundry  services  S5O,O0M.— 
Total  750,000/. 

6o  much  for  the  first  and  second  arti- 
^es.  The  thhrd  is  that  which  requires 
the  most  discussion.  The  total  of  the 
tlxird  article  being  5,900,000/.  I  divide 
thius.  Naval  extras  2,500»000/.  Army  extras 
^,500,000/.  Ordnance  extras  900,000/. 
As  for  the  naval  extras,  the  stnele  article 
of  trans(K>rt  service  and  victualing,  will 
go  deep  into  6,500,000/. :  there  is  an  esti- 
mate which  I  have  seen  in  print,  drawn 
up  by  an  experienced  and  able  hand,  of 
all  the  necessary  attendances  upon  an 
army  of  80,000  men ;  in  that  estimate,  the 
necessary  transports  are  stated  at  200,000 
tona.  xhen  compute  200,000  tons  at  1  Is. 
per  ton  per  montn  or  more,  and  add  the 
▼ictuailing  estimates,  that  is  enough  for 
the  first  article  towards  the  2,500;000/. 
The  next  article  is  beyond  my  power  to 
specify ;  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  as- 
aume,  that  the  present  armament  of  100 
ships  of  f6rce  in  America  cannot  possibly 
be  manned  without  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
men  more  than  the  number  of  men  as  yet 
Toted.  Your  seamen,  exclusive  of  asa- 
rines,  which  are  chiefly  used  as  landfbrces, 
and  many  of  them  now  shut  up  in  Boston, 
amount  to  but  Uttle  more  tnan  18,000. 
Your  American  armament  singfy  would 
reqtttre  that  number,  Yourlbrewn  sta-* 
^ons  cannot  be  strq)ped.  The  &st  In- 
dies, tfte  West  Indies,  the  Mediterranean, 


l^evfoondlaod,  your  home  guard,  many 
convoys  that  mil  soon  beappGed  for  ought 
to  be  supplied  with  as  many  more<  Cai« 
oulate  tne  seamen,  with  their  bounty 
money  or  press  money,  and  their  ordinary 
rate  of  expence;  then  add,  stores  con* 
sumed  and  destroyed,  provisions  for  ^ipe 
in  sea*service,'  interest  running  on  upon 
navy  biOa,  old  arrears  OGfening  to  light, , 
wito  an  endless  catalogue  of  never-fiuling: 
items,  and  I  think  I  shall  have  out-gone 
my  stint  of  2,500,000/. 

Comparing  these  considerations  with 
the  amount  of  the  total  naval  axpeaee  of 
the  early  years  of  the  late  war  1757  and 
1756,  the  result  is  to  the  same  conclusion ; 
thavefoce  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  second 
sum  of  2,500,000/.  cakulated*for  araoy 
extras.  If  I  could  foitn  any  guess  of  the 
price  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  or  of  a  sack  of 
oats,  transported  by  foree  of  arms  firom 
Bear  Key  to  Tloonderoga,  or  Crown« 
Point,  I  might  hope  to  make  some  im« 
pression  upon  this  estimate.  It  must  put 
to  scom  ail  estimates  from  Genoan  extoa* 
ordinaries;  and  yet  the  extmordinariaa 
for  several  years  or  the  late  war,  for  lorage 
and  provisions,  amounted  to  four  or  five 
millions  per  annum.  The  pettv  extraor* 
dinaries  of  a  few  men,  circumscribed  within 
the  peninsula  of  Boston  for  a  few  months^ 
has  amounted,  by  ^be  accounts  of  the  liMk 
year,  to  an  enormous  sum;  then  what 
estimate  shall  we  form  for  a  twelvemonth'a 
provision  and  forage  for  an  army  of  SO  or 
40»000  men  at  the  distance  of  3,000  miles 
from  home,besieging  and  besieged,  spread, 
or  at  least  expecting  to  be  spread,  over 
diat  immense  continent,  but  without  one 
hospitable  acre  to  atford  them  sustenance  I 
It  is  out  of  nay  bounds  to  undertake  the 
calculation.  If  I  have  not  over«rated  the 
totd,  it  is  enough  for  my  argument;  and 
I  fear,  when  the  bill  comes  to  be  paid,  it 
will  be  more  than  enough  for  us  au.  Aa 
to  the  office  of  Ordnance,  one  word  will 
settle  that  account ;.  their  usual  stint,  dut^ 
iog  the  last  war,  for  extras,  was  800,000/. 
a  year.  In  1775  they  got  up  to  228,000/. 
ibr  extras;  and  I  dare  believe,  that  their 
industry  will  not  be  badcward  to  support 
the  good  old  custom  of  a  round  sum  fiir 
unaccounted'  extras. 

Having,  as  I  hope,  verified  my  estimate 
for  the  extras,  and  elearly  having  not 
ovcfMrated  them,  I  am  returned  to  my  first 
total  of  the  expences  of*  1776,  as  stated 
above  at  12,207,000/.  The  amount  of  the 
present  out-standing  debt,  as  already  ex- 
gained,  V^8,00ol     The  total  of  the 
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supply  of  17769  added  to  the  debts  out- 
standiog,  amoonts,  as  before  stated^  to 
16,955)000(.  As  for  the  amount  of  the 
ordinary  revenue,  there  cannot  be  much 
dispute.  A  4(.  land-tax,  and  the  malt- 
duty,  yield  net  about  2,250,000^  The 
sinking  fund,  upon  an  average  of  five 
years,  somewhat  leas  than  2,700,000^ 
Total  4,950,000/L  The  remiunder  there- 
fore unprovided  for  will  be,  as  I  stated  it 
before,  12,005,000^ 

But  that  I  may  not  seem  to  exaggerate, 
I  do  not  state  that  it  is  indispensible  to 
provide  for  the  whole  of  the  12  millions, 
because  I  know  it  has  been  customary, 
though  not  commendable,  tosuier  an  outp 
stancGng  debt  of  two  or  three  millions* 
And  to  be  perfectly  explicit,  I  wish  to  state 
the  precise  sum  which  will  be  necessary 
before  the  end  of  this  very  year,  to  place 
us  in  the  same  condition  as  we  were  before 
the  American  war.    I  think  it  very  fair  to 
take  my  line,  from  the  noble  lord's  own 
conduct,  respecting  the  outstanding  debt. 
In  his  administration,  the  navy  debt  has 
been  reduced  as  low  as  1,082,000^  and 
the  exchequer  bills  to  one  million.    I  shaU 
therefore  on  this  head  throw  in  another 
million,  and  strike  off  three  millions  from 
my  last  total  of  twelve  millions.    The  no- 
ble lord's-own  conduct  marks  what  even  a 
minister  thinks  to  be  the  reasonable  line  of 
indulgence,  and  justifies  me  in  saying,  that 
the  least  sum  to  be  raised,  which  can  be 
sufficient  to  restore  this  country  to  that 
degree  of  ease  and  a£9uence  which  we  en- 
joyed before  this  American  war,  must  be 
nine  millions.    I  make  no  demand^  of  im- 
practicable austerity,  with  any  view  to*  ag- 
gravate ;  but  I  state  the  simple  and  certain 
difference,  such  as  it  will  be  at  the  .end  of 
this  campaign,  with  the  situation  in  which 
a  commendable  attention  of  the  noble  lord 
in  the  early  parts  of  his  ministry  had  once 
placed  us.    I  call  it  the  certain  diffisrence 
of  nine  millions,  because  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  extras,  as  estimated  at 
5*300,000^.  must  be  much  below  the  mark ; 
if  so,  the  result  of  the  whole  is  this ;  that 
the  nation  must  be  prepared  to  support 
tiie  burden  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  at  the 
end  of  this  year  for  the  American  war. 
.   I  have  often  stated  these  matters  to  the 
noble  lord  in  this  House,  without  any  cor- 
rection from  him  as  having  over-rated 
tiiem.    I  to\d  the  country  gentlemen,  both 
last  year  and  tins  year,  that  they  must 
take  their  leave  of  a  Ss,  land  tax ;  the 
fourth  is  mortgaged  in  perpetuity.    If  you 
are  already  ten  or  twelve  milhons  deep, 

t 


where  wifl  you  be  in  the  nert  var,a&d 
the  next  i  and  what  taxes  or  muk  m 
you  provided  with,  or  can  yoQ  find?  A 
noUe  person  (the  eaii  of  SUur)  batmi 
us  a  very  accurate  state  of  the  p1lbllcl^ 
venue,  and  has  shewn  that  toe  amail 
surplus,  even  of  a  4a.  establidMnentfiibat 
about  500,000^  a  year ;  how  is  this  pttaott 
to  dear  off  a  debt  of  ten  millions?  Or,^ 
you  go  on  with  these  destructive  messniei, 
perhaps  20  or  SO  millions.  Takeoffthe 
fourth  shilling,  and  you  will  find  the  re- 
mainder bare&  equal  to  your  peiceolft' 
bliriunent;  therrfore  the  fourth  shiUiBg 
upon  land  is  all  that  you  have  left  to  doi 
your  debts,  or  to  provide  for  future  ood- 
tingencies,  till  the  landed  gandemen  M 
consent  to  give  six  shillings  in  the  pouai 

I  have  endeavour^  t^  mraw  up  mjas- 
tions,  argumentatively  dependent  om 
each  other,  in  the  manner  and  order  m 
I  have  opened  them,  viz.  the  servioatf 
1776,  the  debts  out-standing,  the  drdioaj 
ways  and  means,  and  the  deficient » 
provided  for.  That  they  may  staodapsi 
your  Journals,  as  a  caveat  at  least  eotm 
before  these  fatal  measures  are  iimriff* 
able.  But  as  I  do  not  mean  to  throvoot 
any  fiJse  colouring,  either  to  the  Hook^ 
or  to  the  public  by  the  means  of  joor 
votes,  and  as  one  of  my  resolutioni  cfl» 
tains  a  recital  of  the  total  navy  debt,hs 
dierefore  it  should  appear  thatlmidti 
demand  for  the  payment  of  the  wbok^  1 
^11  offer  to  the  House  a  subseqaeDtroft- 
lotion,  explaining  what  proportion  of  Ae 
navy  debt  I  do  uiink  it  necessary  to  fasic 
discharged,  for  the  better  secoritjr  ^ 
public  credit,  viz.  the  navy  bOb  ootwdr 
ing,  4>r  at  least  such  part  as  now  cany  bf 
terest  at  4  per  cent,  amounting  to  Aai 
l)60O,P00/.  exclusive  of  interest. 

The  reasons  which  induce  me  to  ofe 
this  measure  to  the  House,  are  io  s^P^ 
opinion  of  some  importance.  If  yoo  kol 
at  your  navy  debt,  you  will  see  that  then 
Bfte  more  bills  of  credit  now  outstandiit 
than  in  any  year  for  the  first  five  of  As 
late  war,  when  we.  had  the  greatest  poses 
in'  Europe  to  contend  with.  What  f^ 
sible  exoneration  could  paint  the  ^t^ 
state  of  this  country  in  more  alarmiogc^ 
lours  I  At  the  very  outset  of  this  wars* 
ars^  driven  to  the  same  shifts,  idachs* 
we^  not  driven  to  in  the  late  war,  tiilsB 
had  attained  every  object  of  it,  sod  tltf 
the. vigorous  eaertion  of  a  great  uiu^t 
we  had  girt  Ae  globe  with  coaqso^ 
When  every  nerve  had  been  so  |^ 
strahied,  and  so  suocesafuDy,        '^' 


181Sy       qfiht  Sxpthca  qfihe  Vhxr  voSk  Amtrka.       A.  D.  177& 


[131^ 


might  then  have  been  said  for  thickening 
the  springs,  and  eking  out  with  expe- 
dients ;  but  to  begin  with  secret  shiAs  and 
hazardous  expedients,  what  is  that  but 
confessing  to  a  certainty,  that  you  foresee 
the  enormity  of  the  expence;  that  you 
take  every  means  of  concealing  it  from  the 
public  eye ;  that  you  know  and  feel  the 
loability  of  your  country  to  support  a  civil 
war,  which  will  destroy  every  source  of  its 
strength  and  power ;  biit  that  you  are  se- 
cretly and  treacherously  meditating  to  lead 
us  on,  confiding  as  we  are,  uninformed,  and 
unsuspecting  as  you  would  have  us  to  be, 
itejp  by  step,  to  ruin  ? 

The  public  have  been  alarmed,  and  per- 
haps not  without  reason,  upon  some  sup- 
posed measures  of  the  Bank,  with  respect 
to  navy  bills.  Wherever  there  are  myste- 
ries in  matters  of  importance  suspicion  is 
justifiable.  Immediately  after  the  navy 
debt  was  moved  for  in  plirliament,  it  was 
Bunounced,  that  the  Bank  Ulul  stopped 
their  hands  in  buying  up  navy  bills,  and 
they  fell  to  a  double  discount.  It  was  the 
calling  for  the  navy  debt  that  first  brought 
to  light  the  total  amount  of  the  outstand- 
ing bills,  which,  on  the  Slst  Dec.  1775, 
was  greater  than  in  any  of  the  ^ve  first 
years  of  the  late  war.  The  public  con- 
cluded very  naturally,  that  there  was  some 
lecret  understanding  between  the  ministry 
and  the  Bank  upon  this  subject.  Doubt- 
less buying  up  tne  navy  bills  by  the  Bank 
was  a  voluntary  act  of  their  own,  even  if 
it  were  concerted  with  the  ministry ;  but 
itill  the  circumstances,  taken  altogether, 
Appear  suspicious.  Why  should  the  Bank 
na?e  prevented  themselves,  as  they  seem 
to  have  done,  from  purchasing  navy  bills 
at  the  double  discount  ?  For  the  moment 
they  left  off  buying,  the  discount  became 
double.  Why  should  they  even  seem  to 
be  assisting  government  in  their  system  of 
contracting  debts  secretly  and  underhand? 
This  is  tender  ffround.  It  was  not  origi- 
aally  any  suspicion  of  mine ;  but  I  confess 
I  took  It  from  a  paper  circidated,  and 
which  I  believe  was  sent  to  most  members 
rf  this  House,  stating,  that  the  Bank  had 
idvanced  above  eight  millions  to  the  trea- 
ittry,  upon  distant  funds,  out  of  the  reach 
of  circulation,  to  the  great  risk  of  public 
credit.  If  that  be  so,  I  think  it  is  a  roost 
flangerous  system.  Its  tendency  is  to 
convert  the  bank  of  England  into  a  minis- 
lerial  engine  of  state ;  and  the  danger  no- 
thing less,  than  making  the  executive 
power  independent  on  the  knowledge  and 
sonsent  of  parliament  for  money.    May 
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not  24  directors,  in  some  future  time,  be 
prevailed  upon  materially  to  sacrifice  the 
interest  of  the  proprietors  at  large  to  serve 
a  minister?  Even  in  the  case  just  men- 
tioned, it  was  a  fortunate  incident  for  the 
ministry,  that,  just  at  a  time  when  it  was 
their  object  to  get  what  advance  of  money 
they  could  in  secret,  the  Bank  should 
seem  studious  to  take  up  their  navy  bilb 
at  half  the  discount  to  which  they  fell» 
upon  the  very  day  on  which  they  ceased 
to  purchase.  I  repeat  it  again,  this  ia 
tenner  ground:  more  so  than  is  generally 
imagined.  1  believe  no  one  can  doubt  the 
responsibility  of  the  bank  of  England  :  but 
any  bank,  whether  public  or  private,  may 
be  broken,  notwithstanding  a  very  certain 
final  responsibility  of  paying  20f.  in  the 
pound,  and  even  a  great  surplus  remain- 
ing. It  is  a  ready  responsibility  that  must 
support  any  bank  at  a  pinch;  distant 
funds,  out  of  reach,  wUl  not  give  support 
against  a  sudden  alarm  and  run.  Any  in« 
discretion  of  the  Bank  in  advancing  large 
sums  upon  very  distant  funds,  may  be  ex- 
tremely hazardous  to  themselves,  and  to 
every  shop,  which  by  habit  and  gradual 
custom  considers  bank  notes  to  be  as  good 
as  coin.  They  are  all  upon  one  bottom* 
1  have  not  all  the  alarms  about  paper 
credit  that  some  gentlemen  have,  particu- 
larly not  about  bank  paper;  but  still  I 
think  it  a  point  of  material  prudence,  that 
the  Bank  should  not  be  too  free  in  ad- 
vancing millions  upon  very  remote  funds* 
This  is  a  very  important  point.  I  hope 
that  I  have  touched  it  tenaerly.  I  think 
I  need  say  no  more  in  support  of  my  last 
motion,  for  making  a  satisfactory  provision 
for  the  outstanding  navy  bills. 

I  will  now  state  my  remaining  motiona 
as  they  follow  each  other  argumentatively 
in  order :  4*.  "  That  the  supplies  already 
voted  in  this  session  amount  to  the  sulb 
(or  thereabouts)  of  6,157,000/.  exclusive 
of  several  other  services  as  yet  unprovided 
for.  5.  That  the  expence  of  the  navy  for 
the  year  1776  may  probably  exceed  the 
provisions  hitherto  made  by  parliament,  ta 
the  amount  of  2,500,000/.  6.  That  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  land  forces  for  one 
year,  from  March  9,  1776,  may  probably 
amount  to  2,500,000/.  7.  That  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  ofiice  of  ordnance  for  land 
service  for  1776  may  probabl}r  exceed  the 
provisions  hitherto  made  in  this  session  by 
the  sum  of  300,000/.  8.  That  there  are 
exchequer  bills  outstanding,  charged  upon 
the  first  adds  of  this  session,  to  the  amount 
of  1,250,000/.    9.  That  the  navy  debt  on 
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the  81 8t  Dec.  last  amoosted  to  the  sum 
or  thereabouts)  of  2,698,000^.  10.  That 
or  the  better  security  of  public  credit  it 
would  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  navy, 
▼ictualling,  and  transport  bills,  outstanding 
on  the  29th  of  February,  1776,  amounting 
to  the  principal  sum  of  2,308,0001.  or 
thereabouts  (exclusive  of  interest  already 
due)  or  at  least  for  such  part  of  the  said 
bills  as  do  at  present  carry  interest  at  4 
per  cent.*' 

Lord  North  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
looked  for  impossibih'ties,  he  could  not 
divine  what  the  expence  of  the  campaign 
would  amount  to.  It  was  impossible  to 
teli,  till  the  expence  was  incurred ;  and  in 
some  instances  not  till  long  after.  Such 
accounts  as  were  brought  into  the  respec- 
tive offices,  were  regularlv  laid  before  the 
House,  and  that  was  all  that  could  be 
done.  He  was  against  the  motion,  be- 
cause it  could  not  be  complied  with ;  the 
sums  might  be  right,  but  the  House  had 
no  documents  before  them  to  come  to 
such  a  vote. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. He  desired  to  know  what  money 
would  be  wanted,  that  the  House  might 
be  enabled  to  judge  fairly  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  undertaking,  and  entreated 
that  administration  would  desist  from  their 
shameful  disingenuous  conduct,  of  bring- 
ing in  their  accounts  by  piece'  meal,  re- 
commending them  to  speaK  out  like  men, 
who  had  nothing  to  fear  or  conceal,  and 
were  ready  to  submit  the  measure  at 
large,  with  all  its  consequences,  to  the  eye 
of  parliament* 

Hon.  James  LtdtreU  supported  the  mo- 
tion. He  however  thought  the  informa- 
tion required  would  be  Very  insufficient,  if 
psrliament  were  to  be  imposed  op  by  such 

'  mutilated  and  garbled  estimates  as  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  tending  to  mislead 
rather  than  inform  the  House.  He  would 
undertake  to  prove  that  they  were  replete 

'  with  fraud  and  imposition,  the  money  not 
having  appeared  to  be  applied  to  the  seve- 
ral purposes  for  which  parliament  had 
granted  it. 

After  a  reply  from  Mr.  Hartley,  the 
motions  were  all  negatived. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Budget,'] 
April  24.  The  House  being  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means, 

Lord  North  began  with  recapitulating 
the  grants  made  in  the  committee  of 
■PPply»  which  he  said,  amounted  to 
9,097,000/.     He  next  stated   the  sums 


granted  in  the  committee  of  w^  aid 
means,  consisting  of  land  and  nalt,  pro- 
duce of  the  sinking  fimd  and  exchequer 
bills,  to  be  issued  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1776,  all  whidi  amoontedto 
7,14S,00M.  The  difierence  between  the 
amount  of  grants  and  monies  prorided  fir, 
he  computed  to  be  1,956,000/1  Tobakxt 
this  deficiency  between  the  grants  and 
supplies,  he  meant  to  borrow  two  ouOiaDs, 
which  would  make  an  overplus  of  44/XX)L 
To  raise  this  sum,  he  proposed  tJistas- 
nuities  should  be  granted  at  3  per  cent 
per  annum,  on  1,400,0002.  andtfatfthe 
other  600,000^  be  raised  by  lotterv,  Ae 
prizes  of  which  were  to  be  funded  nd 
mcorporated  into  the  two  millions  stocL 
His  lordship  then  gave  a  particular  a^ 
count  of  the  present  floarishtng  state  of 
the  sinking  fund.  He  observed,  tint 
the  prececUng  session  that  fund  bad  been 
charged  with  2,800,00M.  besides  100,OOOL 
paid  to  his  Majes^  for  the  purchne  of 
Somerset-house.  Yet  notwithstanding 
this  heavy  charge,  there  was  a  sarplos  it 
the  end  of  the  Christmas  quarter,  flf 
17,0002.  which  was  now  brought  to  dv 
credit  of  the  ways  and  means.  To  tUi 
prosperous  state  he  said  it  might  be  ob- 
jected, that  the  present  troubles  in  Anv- 
rica  being  foreseen,  greater  importaliotf 
might  have  been  made  from  that  countir 
in  the  course  of  last  year  than  usual,  whka 
produced  a  kind  of  unnatural  increase  of 
the  customs  ;  but  the  very  reverse,  hes- 
sured  the  committee,  was  the  fact,  for,  is 
the  course  of  the  last  quarter,  however  oa- 
accountable  it  might  appear,  the  prodocc 
of  the  sinking  fund  on  the  4th  of  die 
present  month,  was  found  to  be  960,OOQi^ 
so  that  the  last  five  quarters  produce 
amounted  to  the  almost  mcredible  suoiof 
8,877,000/.  Though  this  sUte  of  tlsl 
fund  might  appear  as  if  the  trade  with  tke 
colonies  was  of  little  or  no  consequeoceto 
this  nation,  he  did  not  mean  to  drav  mi 
such  conclusion.  He  was  convinced « 
the  great  importance  of  that  valoakk 
branch  of  commerce;  but  it  autboriM' 
him  to  draw  another  conclusion  of  sinsabr 
importance,  which  was,  that  it  prored  tie 
^reat  opulence,  private  consumptioB,jpi^ 
lie  wealth,  and  immense  resources  oi  tUi 
country.  When  those  facts  first  came  H 
his  knowledge,  he  confessed  he  was  mock 
astonished  ;  he  suspected  that  the  impciti 
from  America  must  have  been  wA 
greater  than  at  any  other  time,  at  lea^i* 
the  beginning  of  the  pr^eding  vear;  k 
found    to  his   surprise   that  tmt  «0 
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not  the  fact,  and  the  prodace  of  the 
last  quarter  convinced  nim  to  demon- 
stration. He  asain  enquired^  if  the  de- 
crease in  the  debentures  and  drawbacks 
might  not  have  contributed  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  increase  of  the  sinkinff 
fund ;  but  here  again  he  was  disappointed^ 
for  though  the  debentures  and  drawbacks 
had  decreased,  they  had  not  decreased  in 
any  proportion  at  all  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate the  loss  of  our  American  trade.  But 
still,  on  further  enquiry,  he  found  himself 
more  puzzled,  for  it  appeared  that  it  was 
not  by  t^e  customs  alone  that  the  fund 
was  enriched,  but  from  the  excises  on  in- 
land consumption,  the  most  irrefragable 
evidence  of  the  increasing,  internal,  and 
domestic  wealth  of  the  people,  who  were 
the  consumers  of  those  excised  articles. 

From  this  pleasing  appearance,  he  was 
warranted  in  chargmg  the  sinking  fund 
with  the  sum  of  2,900,000/.  now  proposed, 
as  he  found  it  so  rapidly  on  the  increase. 
It  appeared  by  taking  the  average  of  the 
two  last  years,  the  prckiuce  was  2,800,000/. 
and  on  the  three  last,  2,700,000/.  and  a 
fraction,  whereas  the  average  of  the  five 
preceding  years  amounted  to  no  more 
than  2,500,000/.  or  hardly  so  much ;  and 
previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war,  to  not  more  than  half  that  sum.  This 
led  him  to  repeat,  that  our  commerce  was 
immense,  our  resources  great,  and  our  in- 
ternal opulence  almost  beyond  conception; 
for  though  the  national  debt  was  consider- 
able, and  our  burthens  heavy,  the  trades- 
men, mechanics,  and  labourers  in  this 
country,  lived  in  a  manner  unknown  to 
any  country  whatever.  Examine  the  la- 
bourer's stile  and  manner  of  living ;  ex- 
amine his  food,  his  clothing,  his  bouse, 
and  even  his  little  luxuries,  and  compare 
him  with  men  of  the  same  dass  in  Ireland, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  empire,  or  Eu- 
rope ;  and  it  would  amount  to  this  de- 
monstrative proof,  that  although  our  taxes 
were  great,  our  burthens  were  heavy, 
that  yet  the  means  of  procuring  the  ne- 
cessaries, nay,  even  the  comforts  of  life, 
were  easier  attainable  in  Uiis  country,  than 
in  any  other  under,  the  sun. 

On  the  other  operation  of  finance,  that 
of  raising  1,500,000/.  by  exchequer  bills, 
he  begged  leave  to  explain  himself,  as  it 
arose  from  circumstances  which  related 
to  a  matter  not  immediately  before  the 
committee,  that  was  the  present  state^  of 
the  East  India  Company,  .concerning 
their  transactions  with  the  Bank.  In  1773, 
government  issued  1,400|000/.  exchequer 


bills,  in  order  to  extricate  that  company 
out  of  its  difficulties,  1,100,000/.  of  which 
has  been  since  paid;  so  that  300,000/. 
only  remaining  in  circulation,  he  thought  ' 
he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  issumg 
250,000/.  in  exchequer  bilb  more  than 
the  last  year,  without  running  the  risk  of  a 
glutted  market*  On  this  ground,  there- 
tore,  it  was,  that  he  increased  the  exche- 
quer bills  from  1,250,000/.  to  1,500,000/. 

His  lordship  repeated,  that  the  money 
to  be  borrowed  and  funded,  would  be  two 
millions.  In  this  operation  he  had  two 
points  in  view ;  one  was,  to  make  the  best 
bargain  he  could  for  the  public;  the 
other,  to  give  the  stockholder  a  reasonable 
encouragement  to  subscribe ;  both  those 
he  hoped  would  be  effected.  It  is  true 
there  would  be  a  nominal  loss  to  the  pub- 
lic of  15  per  cent  but  it  could  not  possibly 
be  otherwise,  and  the  subscriber  would  be 
no  real  gainer,  on  account  of  the  very  low 
price  of  stock,  for  the  premium  and  the 
advance  on  the  lottery  tickets  would 
amount  to  more  than  a  fair  market-price 
for  his  subscription.  The  interest  on  this 
stock  would  amount  to  64,000/. ;  and;  as 
it  was  not  meant  to  break  in  on  the  sink- 
ing fund,  must  be  paid  by  new  taxes. 

Taxes  in  all  countries,  where  necessity 
did  not  compel,  should,  as  much  as  possible^ 
be  laid  on  luxury,  and  the  elegant  conve- 
niencies  of  life ;  but  much  more  where  the 
strength  of  a  kingdom  chiefly  depend  on 
its  trade  and  commerce,  in  tnose  he 
meant  to  submit  to  the  committee,  he 
should  have  that  great  object  steadily  in 
view.  In  many  instances  this  mode  of  le« 
vying  taxes  would  not  answer.     Where 

Sreat  sums  were  to  be  borrowed,  the  bur- 
en  must  lie  on  the  bulk  of  the  people^ 
who  were  only  capable  of  bearing  it ;  but 
in  every  operation,  such  as  the  present, 
luxuries  oueht  to  be  taxed,  both  because 
the  first  weight  ought  to  fall  on  the  rich 
and  opulent,  and  because  every  tax,  which 
might  in  its  consequences  tend  to  affect 
our  manufactures,  so  as  to  enhance  their 
Yal\ie  to  foreign  purchasers,  ought,  if  poa- 
sibie.  to  be  avoided. 

The  tax  on  four-wheel  carriages,  though 
an  object  of  convenience,  was,  in  another 
light,  a  luxury,  because  none  kept  them 
but  sbch  as  were  really  or  nominally  rich.  ^ 
The  tax  on  two-wheel  carriages  came 
under  the  same  description  in  a  secondmy 
degree ;  but  on  inspecting  into  the  produce 
of  the  last  mentioned  tax,  he  observed 
that  it  decreased,  while  the  other  was 
yearly  on  the  increase.    The  number  of 
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four-wheel  carriages  which  paid  the  tax 
last  year,  he  said,  was  18,600;  but  8Qp« 
posing  that  gentlemen,  who  had  several  of 
them,  would  on  this  account  lay  down 
one^  or  that  the  number  of  four-wheel 
carriages  might  from  other  causes  actually 
decrease,  he  would  allow  for  that  decrease, 
and  fix  the  number  at  17,000,  which,  at 
€0j.  each,  would  produce  the  sum  of 
17,000/. 

The  next  proper  object  of  taxation,  he 
thought,  would  be  stage  coaches  and  ma- 
chines. He  said,  that  gentlemen  who 
paid  the  tax  for  their  own  carriages, 
thought  it  a  little  extraordinary  that  hacli- 
sey  carriages  should  be  exempted,  parti- 
cularly when  they  saw  four  or  six  insides, 
and  eight  or  ten  outsides  daily  passing 
them  on  the  road,  without  contributing  a 
shilling  towards  the  public  expence. 
Those  he  computed  at  400,  though  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be  considerably  more, 
which,  at  5/«  each,  would  produce  about 
9,000/.  a  vear. 

TheVe  had  been  taxes  already  laid  on 
all  deeds  and  paper  writings  sealed,  but 
he  thought  from  the  easy  manner  of  col- 
lecting the  stamp-duties,  and  the  benefits 
supposed  to  arise  to  the  parties  from  such 
transactions  at  the  time,  that  deeds  would 
bear  an  additional  stamp  of  Is.  The 
shilling  stamp  laM  on  in  1736,  produced 
the  last  year  32,000/.,  but  taking  it  on  an 
average  of  30,000/.,  he  proposed  that  an 
additional  tax  of  \s.  each  should  be  laid 
on  all  deeds  or  paper  writings  sealed, 
heretofore  liable  to  the  payment  Of  stamp- 
duties, 

Cards  and  dice  were  matters  of  real 
luxury,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  taxed. 
164,000  packs  of  cards  had  been  stamped 
the  last  year,  which  amounted  to  between 
d  and  4,000/.  Another  6d.  stamp  would 
produce  a  like  sum,  and  the  half  crown 
stamp  on  dice,  about  400/. 

Newspapers  in  general,  he  thought  a 
very  fit  object  of  taxation.  Many  persons 
thought  they  did  more  harm  than  good, 
while  others  looked  upon  them  to  be  of 
great  public  benefit.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  determine  whether  they  were,  or  were 
not ;  but  he  could  not  help  observing  that 
they  inculcated  one  thing  which  he  "be- 
lieved was  not  to  be  credited,  which  was, 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  were  in 
danger  from  cruel,  ambitions,  and  tyran- 
nical ministers,  when,  under  this  tyrannic 
government,  news-writers  were  daily  per- 
mitted to  abuse  the  persons,  and  misrepre- 
f^ot  tbp  measure,  of  those   very  men 


whom  they  described  as  eaemieMf  liberty, 
with  impunity.  He  could  further  infbna 
them  that  those  calumnies  and  fiOdioodi, 
were  propagated  and  repeated  ia  the 
course  of  a  year,  in  no  less  tnan  12,23(^)00 
news-papers.  It  was  difficolt  to  determne 
whence  Uiis  avidity  for  reading  newB-jMpen 
arose.  He  could  not  say  it  was  fm  a 
thirst  of  knowledge  or  improvement  He 
presumed,  therefore,  it  was  from  a  ^saA 
desire  of  knowing  what  was  passiog,  of 
spending  half  an  hour  that  lay  heavy  a 
their  hands,  or  from  an  idle  fodith  ca- 
riosity ;  but  let  the  reason  be  what  it 
might,  it  was  a  species  of  luxury  dot 
ought  to  be  taxea,  and  from  the  pnh 
pensity  just  mentioned,  would,  he  made 
no  doubt,  well  bear  it.  By  the  Int  re- 
turns in  the  Stamp-office,  toe  amouA  d 
the  tax  was  50,000/.  on  the  penny-stiopi 
He  proposed  now  to  lay  on  an  addition 
halfpenny,  which  would,  if  the  sale  vere  to 
continue  the  same,  produce  25,000Lbiit« 
the  sale  might  possibly  decrease  someidsl, 
he  would  compute  the  produce  of  this  ts 
to  be  no  more  than  18,000/.  per  anDa& 
Taking  those  several  sums  together,  they 
made  about  72)000/.  per  annum,  oat  a 
which  deducting  the  interest  of  the 
2,150,000/.  which  was  64,00tf.  theif 
would  remain  about  8,000/.  a  year  to  be 
applied  to  the  uses  of  the  sinking-iiiod. 

His  lordship  then  reminded  the  coo- 
mittee,  that  the  power  and  wealth  of  tliii 
country  were  great,  and  its  spirit  hi^ 
notwithstanding  the  pains  that  bad  bcES 
taken  to  depreciate  one,  and  vilify  od 
traduce  the  other.  Though  Eogliih- 
men  were  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  il 
Europe  as  tame,  spiritless,  and  cowanSf ; 
though  this  country  had  been  renreseoted 
to  be  exhausted,  borne  down  by  tixa^ 
and  on  the  eve  of  a  general  bankmpCey: 
though  the  disappointments  of  the  iiit 
campaign  were  magnified  into  deftoti; 
and  though  America  was  represented,  to 
be  the  seat  of  virtue,  liberty,  courage  nd 
heroism,  he  nevertheless  trusted  tbit  tUi 
country  had  both  the  spirit  left  to  iMrt 
her  rights,  to  resent  the  insults  she  hid  n* 
ceived,  and  to  convince  her  public  tol 
domestic  enemies,  that  as  she  had  the  v^ 
so  she  had  likewise  the  means,  of  renainf 
her  injured  honour.  He  observea»  ^ 
this  country,  when  roused  to  a  leoie  of 
her  injuries,  had  never  fiiiled  to  ^>i^ 
her  foes,  whether  foreign  or  domestic;  aoi 
that  however  slow  she  might  be  in  the  h^ 
ginning,  experience  had  tausht  tbeo  cfaH 
she  was  not  to  b^  insulted  with  \wf^* 
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His  lordship  spoke  above  an  hour,  to 
rove  the  solid  grounds  the  credit  of  the 
ank  of  England  stood  on ;  and  contended^ 
lat  it  was  no  less  supported  by  its  own 
>ility,  than  its  Icnown  regard  to  public 
ith,  which  had  secured  it  a  credit  and  re- 
jtation,  not  only^ithin  this  island,  but  in 
most  every  part  of  the  mercantile  world. 
ie  alluded  to  Dr.  Price,  lord  Stair,  Ac, 
veral  of  whose  arguments,  he  said,  were 
lilt  .on  hypothetiod  reasonings.  They 
\en  contained  matter  well  deserving  of 
jblic  and  private  consideration ;  but 
lere  was  one  observation  he  learnt  by 
snising  them,  that  however  their  fkcts 
i^ht  be  just,  pertinent,  or  important, 
eir  conclusions  and  predictions  generally 
irned  ^out  to  be  false.  When  even  men, 
le  best  versed  in  business,  and  who  had 
ted  in  the  roost  important  stations, 
litted  practice  for  theory,  they  were  no 
ss  liable  to  fall  into  error  than  mere  ab- 
ract  reasoners.  Such  was  the  case  of  a 
reat  minister  (sir  Robert  Walpole)  who 
as  often  heard  to  say,  that  whenever  the 
EUion  owed  100  millions,  it  would  be 
adone,  and  become  a  'bankrupt.  The 
rent  had  since  falsified  the  prediction  of 
tat  able  politician,  for  in  less  than  thirty 
ears  after  pronouncing  this  authoritative 
mtence,  the  nation  owed  near  150  mil- 
ODs,  and  was  neither  bankrupt  nor  un- 
i»oe. 

He  observed,  that  great  pains  had  been 
iken  to  decry  the  Bank,  ana  to  depreciate 
I  credit,  but  to  no  purpose.  It  had  been 
died  a  bubble ;  but  it  was  the  charac- 
(ristic  of  a  bubble  to  burst  speedily, 
his,  he  said,  was  by  no  means  the  case 
tth  the  Bank ;  the  poet  had  well  sung 
^  Now  a  babble  bar«ts,  and  now  a  world." 

It  though  he  could  not  pronounce  the 
ank  of  England  as  possessing  the  stabi- 
tyof  a  world,  yet  it  was  not  probable 
lat  it  should  fail ;  the  prudence  of  its  ma- 
Kgement,  the  frequent  change  of  its  di- 
^tors,  and  the  smaJlness  of  its  dividends, 
1  tended  to  support  its  credit.  Many 
tempts  have  been  naade  to  prove  its  con- 
Motion  and  dependence  on  government, 
)d  the  influence  it  gave  the  minister.  If 
f  the  minister  was  meant  the  first  lord  of 
le  Treasury,  he  f^ured  the  committee 
s  had  no  influence  on  them ;  if  he  had, 
e  should,  he  hoped,  use  it  to  the  best 
urposes,  that  of  the  public  welfare.  It 
^  said  too,  that  the  Bank  had  joined 
overnment  against  the  people,  than  which 
othing  could  be  more  fallacious,  for  by 
^operating  with  government,  they  essen- 


tiallv  served  the  people,'  and  no  surer  test 
could  be  given  than  this,  that  if  the  peo- 
ple withdrew  their  confidence  from  go- 
vernment but  for  one  day,  he  would  en- 
gage that  the  next  the  individuals  who 
compose  the  present  administration,  would 
have  no  more  influence  with  the  Bank, 
than  any  other  set  of  individuals  whatever ; 
and  on  the  whole,  he  could  fairly  declare, 
that  he  did  not  know  a  single  instance  in 
which  the  Bank  had  assisted  government^ 
which  was  in  fact  assisting  the  public,  but 
in  circulating  the  exchequer  and  navy 
bills,  which  brought  them  into  the  market^ 
and  lowered  the  premium  half  per  cent. 

It  mieht  be  objected,  he  said,  that  the 
grants  already  made,  and  the  services  aU 
ready  provided  for,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient, particularly  ^at  no  provision  had 
been  made  for  the  arm^  extraordinaries, 
which  would  be  a  certain  expence.  The 
observation  would  be  a  just  one,  if  made^ 
for  there  was  none.  He  foresaw  it,  and 
intended,  if  something  had  not  prevented 
him,  to  have  taken  his  Majesty's  direc- 
tions on  that  point.  He,  however,  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  waiting  on 
his  Majestv,  in  pursuance  of  which,  he 
presumed,  ne  should  to-morrow  deliver  a 
royal  message,  desiring  a  vote  of  credit. 

The  events  of  war  were  uncertain ;  but 
he  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied,  that 
such  steps  had  been  taken  as  would  be 
the  means  of  bringing  America  to  a  proper 
sense  of  her  duty.  There  was  nothing 
more  disagreeable  to  him,  than  to  assert 
the  rights  of  this  country  by  force  of  arms, 
if  it  were  possible  to  secure  them  by  any 
other  means.  He  sincerelv  wished  for 
accommodation,  if  it  could  be  obtained 
consistently  with  the  honour  and  interests 
of  the  parent  state.  But  he  trusted  to 
the  spirit  and  insulted  honour  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  that  it  would  not  let  its  most 
important  rights  be  wrested  by  violence, 
and  rebellion,  out  of  its  hand ;  and  if  oc- 
casion should  require  it,  that  it  would 
exert  that  strength,  which,  when  propeirly 
exerted,  never  failed  to  prevail. 

Governor  Johnstone  ooserved,  it  was  a 
little  extraordinary  that  the  gallery  should 
be  open  on  that  day,  and  shut  up  upon 
almost  every  other,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  on  which  matters  of 
importance  came  under  discussion.  He 
assured  the  House,  that  he  was  alwavs 
pleased  to  see  the  gallery  as  full  as  the 
convenience  of  the  members  would  per- 
mit ;  but  the  admission  on  such  a  day  aa 
thisi  which  gave  the  minister  an  advantago 
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over  his  opponents,  bj  giving  any  senti- 
uento  as  his  own,  and  imputing  any  senti- 
ments he  pleased  to  others,  fufiy  convinc- 
ed him  that  his  lordship's  influence  ex- 
tended to  every  matter  relative  to  the  con- 
duct and  ordering  of  that  House,  be  the 
occasion  ever  so  trivial  or  important.  If 
strangers  are  to  be  shut  out  one  day,  none 
can  be  at  a  loss  to  know  whence  the  man- 
date originated;  if  the  gallery  is  to  be 
open  on  another  day,  it  was  equally  evi- 
dent to  whom  the  public  were  indebted 
for  the  indulgence.  He  knew  he  was  dis- 
orderly in  alluding  to  such  a  circumstance, 
and  he  should  hardly  have  mentioned  it, 
but  for  another,  which  was  of  no  small 
importance  to  him,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
The  matter  he  alluded  to  was  the  indirect 
charges  made  against  them,  ,as  if  they  had 
vilified  the  nation,  questioned  its  spirit 
and  ability,  and  drawn  comparisons  be- 
tween it  and  America  much  to  its  disgrace, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  false 
or  ill-founded.  The  arguments  he  alluded 
to  were,  he  insisted,  mis-stated  and  mis- 
represented. It  was  not  the  courage  nor 
the  H)irit  of  the  nation  that  was  question- 
ed; it  was  that  the  war  was  unpopular, 
that  the  people  did  not  approve  of  it,  that 
they  were  cool,  languia,  and  irresolute. 
He  said  it  was  happy  for  the  noble  lord 
that  the  people  were  so,  for  if  it  was  a  fo- 
reign war  that  had  been  so  unsuccessful, 
that  had  been  so  replete  with  mismanage- 
ment and  misconduct,  it  W4>uld  proba£ly 
by  this  time  have  cost  the  minister  his 
head.  He  adverted  to  the  very  heavy  ex- 
pence,  and  spoke  of  the  present  taxes  pro- 
posed, as  only  a  foretaste  of  what  the  peo- 
Sle  were  to  expect.  He  said  the  war  was 
iabolical,  but  he  would  not  take  advan- 
tage of  an  open  gaDery  to  declare  his  sen- 
timents, but  he  was  certain  It  was  an  un- 
just aiMl  impolitic  war.  The  noble  lord, 
and  bis  colleagues  in  office,  had  frequently 
Asserted  that  America  would  be  subdued 
in  one  campaign ;  but  he  ealled  upon  any 
one  gentleman,  either  in  the  army  or 
navy,  to  rise  and  pledge  himself,  as  a  pro- 
fessional man,  for  the  truth  of  iL  He 
was  very  certain  not  one  of  them  would 
4>r  coula.  If  so,  then  it  would  follow  that 
our  additional  taxes  were  but  just  com- 
mencing ;  and  if  we  were  to  borrow  two 
millions  this  Tear,  five  times  the  sum 
would  hardly  be  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  next  year.  He  observed 
that  the  language  of  the  noble  lord  had 
been  greatly  chuiged  of  late.    The  gene- 


ral tenor  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  udadog 
the  nation  to  ^o  to  war,  was,  that  ov 
burthens  were  mtolerable ;  that  our  debt 
was  enormous,  our  resources  eihsnttcd; 
that  we  paid  17s*  dd,  in  the  pound,  i^e 
America  did  not  and  would  not  contnbme 
a  pepper-corn  towards  the  support  of 
those  burthens  which  she  had  been  is- 
strumental  in  incurrinff.  Now  the  ooie 
is  suddenly  changed :  Britain  b  tiie  mott 
rich,  flourishing,  and  opulent  country  ob 
the  fiice  of  the    earth.    Her  taxes  in 

f'  reat,  but  her  resources  are  immense,  nd 
er  strength  irresistible.  He  objected  t» 
the  tax  on  hackney-coaches  and  aewipi- 
pers,  on  the  ground  of  being  stated  bj  die 
noble  lord  as  articles  of  luxury.  SiM» 
coaches,  he  said,  were  very  useful  Bodei 
of  conveyance.  They  were  calculated  ftr 
the  conveniency  of  the  middling  and  lover 
orders  of  people.  They  were  expeditieo^ 
and  were  of  national  benefit,  that  of  open- 
ing a  communication  between  one  part  ef 
the  kingdom  and  another,  which,  ioa 
trading,  manufacturing  nation,  wm  of 
no  small  consequence.     As  to  nevipi^ 

{)ers,  he  thought  the  tax  had  better  be 
aid  on  the  political  pamphlets,  or  ntkr 
the  political  trash,  countenanced  by  go- 
vern men  t.  But  if  newspapers  are  ao  ob> 
ject  of  luxury,  it  was  a  luxury  which  k 
would  be  cruel  to  deprive  those  of  «te 
thought  it  so.  He  remarked  on  the  Dobk 
lord's  reasonings  relative  to  the  ship^ntis 
received  from  Jamaica.  He  said  he  M 
made  it  his  business  to  enquire  of  the  c^ 
tain,  and  had  found  it  to  correspond  vn 
what  had  appeared  in  the  public  snti 
His  lordship  has  said,  if  there  had  beet 
any  foundation  for  the  report,  the  pw* 
nor  would  have  sent  an  account  of  it.  Bat 
does  it  follow,  that  the  report  most  bt 
false,  because  the  ministry  have  reoeirei 
no  intelligence  of  it  i  The  ship  vliicb 
brought  the  news  from  Jamaica  one  by 
the  north  passage,  which  was  the  srfa^ 
and  frequently  the  most  expeditious;  ao^ 
ther  vessel,  with  the  dispatches,  might  be 
on  her  voyage ;  and  martial  law  miebt  be 
proclaimed  or  it  might  not ;  still  the  id 
was  not  invalidated,  of  the  goveroor  d 
Jamaica  being  alarmed  by  the  great  ftrce 
the  French  had  in  the  West  IndieSi 

Mr.  Fox  repeated  the  governor's  obser^ 
vation  respecting  the  opening  of  tbegv* 
lery,  asking  if  it  was  cooler  and  more  ooo- 
venient  for  a  crowd  then  than  in  J''^ 
or  February,  and  asserted,  that  the  nobK 
lord's  speech  of  this  day  was  the  refe* 
of  what  he  had  repeatedly  maintamedis 
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AaX  House ;  that  it  was  a  custom  with  the 
noble  lord  to  contradict  himself,  but  that 
be  believed  he  might  have  prudence  enough, 
^ith  a  tolerable  share  oi  preparation,  to 

Spear  consistent  for  one  aay,  and  to  tell 
e  same  story,  however  contradictory  it 
ni^ht  be,  to  his  usual  argument;  than 
nrhich  nothing  could  possibly  he  more  op- 
posite than  his  flattering  description  of  our 
lit  nation  and  ability  to  answer  every  want 
iie  turn  of  affairs  was  likely  to  occasion. 
Ele  animadverted  with  some  humour  and 
^eat  asperity,  on  the  irregular  conduct  of 
\he  House  respecting  the  opening  of  the 
^llery  doors,  asserting  that  the  public 
lad  a  right  to  hear  in  what  manner  their 
'epresentatives  discharged  their  duty ; 
md  that  the  gallery  being  open  or  shut 
(hnuld  depend  on  the  will  of  any  one  or 
;wo  persons,  was  exceedingly  unfair.  He 
Iwelt  a  considerable  time  on  this  point, 
ind  after  declaring  that  he  knew  that  the 
^llery  had  been  opened  on  a  whisper 
rom  the  noble  lord,  when  he  was  prepared 
:o  say  any  thing  likely  to  produce  a  popu- 
ar  effect ;  he  went  so  far  as  to  assert,  that 
n  his  opinion  it  was  a  breach  of  the  con- 
titution  to  prevent  the  public  from  hear- 
ng  their  proceedings.  To  the  resolutions 
offered  by  the  noble  lord,  he  said,  he  should 
pve  his  flat  negative,  and  that  not  because 
yf  any  particular  objections  to  the  taxes 
iroposed  (although  there  might  be  a  suf- 
icient  ground  for  urging  many)  but  be- 
cause he  could  not  conscientiously  agree 
o  grant  any  money  for  so  destructive,  so 
gnoblea  purpose  as  the  carrying  on  a  war 
commenced  unjustly,  and  supported  with 
lo  other  view  than  to  the  extirpation  of 
ineedom,  and  the  violatioh  of  every  social 
comfort.  This,  he  said,  he  conceived  to 
>e  th6  strict  line  of  conduct  to  be  observed 
>y  a  member  of  parliament — ^and  to  shew 
hat  it  was  justifiable,  he  found  himself  ne- 
cessitated to  state  the  case  of  the  Ameri- 
:an  quarrel,  for  as  strangers  were  admitted 
»ut  for  one  day,  it  was  necessary  for  him 
o  repeat  what  he  had  often  urged.  This 
16  acknowledged  was  rather  out  of  order, 
lut  the  noble  lord  must  expect  that  the 
rregularity  of  his  conduct  would  give  rise 
o  irregular  debate. — He  then  in  a  very 
oasterly  manner  painted  the  quarrel  with 
Imerica  as  unjust,  and  the  pursuance  of 
he  war  as  blood-thirsty  and  oppressive. 
ie  said,  it  had  been  repeatedly  urged  that 
be  ^  Americans  aimed  at  independence 
nd  therefore  ought  not  to  be  treated  with 
ill  they  laid  down  their  arms ;  nothing 
ouU  be  more  absurd  than  this  sort  of  ar- 


gument ;  it  would  have  been  just  6s  ridicu- 
lous, if  in  oi^  war  with  Louis  the  Hth, 
who  was  said  to  aim  at  universal  monarchy 
we  had  declined  to  treat  about  the  pro- 
vinces  of  Alsace  and  Lorrain,  on  account 
of  the  report  of  his  aiming  at  universal 
monarchy. — After  expressing  his  opinion 
of  the  quarrel,  and  justifying  America 
with  that  rapid  flow  of  words,  and  that 
spirit  and  force  of  argument  for  which  Mr. 
Fox  is  distinguishable,  he  at  length  took 
notice  of  the  resolutions  oflered  by  the 
noble  lord,  and  in  particular  spoke  of  the 
intended  additional  stamp  oniiews-papera^ 
which  he  urged  as  impolitic  and  unfair 
while  the  ministerial  brochures  remained* 
unstanoped.  He  said  he  was  far  from 
being  a  friend  to  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press,  although  he  revered^  its  freedom. 
The  papers  were  intolerably  licentious, 
and  injurious  to  the  peace  of  private  fa- 
milies; but  the  noble  lord  had  given  rise 
to  their  insatiable  rage  for  calumny,  by 
suffering  his  hirelings  to  abu8e*the  gentle- 
men in  opposition  in  terms  of  the  most 
daring  nature.  He  s  observed,  that  the 
press  at  this  time  teemed  with  ministerial 
publications,  many  of  which  deserved  the 
severest  censure.  '  That  the  panophlet, 
entitled,  **  A  History  of  the  13th  Parlia* 
ment  of  Great  Britain,"  was  a  libel  on  that 
House,  a  libel  of  the  most  -impudent  kind, 
and  yet  it  passed  unnoticed.  The  noblei 
lord  had  very  triumphantly  held  up,  as  a 
proof  of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  in- 
formation that  twelve  million  and  upwards 
of  news-papers  were  stamped  in  one  year;, 
he  begged  the  noble  lord  to  consider  that 
there  were  near  twelve  million  of  people 
in  the  kingdom ;  the  noble  lord  therefore 
only  proved,  that  every  man  in  the  realm 
might  buy  one  paper  in  the  course  of  the 
year. — This  was  tne  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  that  a  law-suit  was  a  luxury,  but  the 
noble  lord  had  clearly  made  it  appear, 
from  the  flattering  picture  of  our  resources 
which  he  had  just  presented,  that  the  war 
with  America  was  a  luxury,  and  a  luxury. . 
of  the  most  frivolous  and  reprehensible 
kind,  for  the  noble  lord  told  the  House 
we  were  able  to  nrovide  supplies  ee[ual  to 
any  necessity,  ana  yet  he  was  pursuing  an 
inhuman,  unnatural  war,  for  the  sake  of  a 
trifling  and  uncertain  revenue*  He,  how-  ' 
ever,  rather  believed  what  the  noble  lord 
had  said  in  the  House  when  strangers  were 
not  in  the  gallery,  than  what  had  been  so 
triumphantly  stated  by  him  Ms  day,  for 
he  was  sure  his  declaration  of  the  people's 
wealth  could  only  be  proved  by  aamitting 
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the  doctriDe,  -that  irhen,  by  any  tax,  four 
•billings  10  the  p6uod  were  taken  from  a 
aubject  he  was  greatly  obliged,  as  he  was 
in  factgiven  the  remaining  sixteeo  shillings. 
After  a  great  deal  of  very  poignant  mat- 
ter^  Mr.  Fox  sat  down,  repeating,  that  he 
gave  his  flat  negative  to  the  resolutions. 

The  Speaker  rose,  and  observing,  that, 
from  what  had  fallen  from  the  two  hon. 

Sentlemen,  his  conduct  appeared  blame- 
ble,  respecting  the  opening  of  the  gallery 
doors,  he  begged  to  explain  the  reason  of 
it,  and  to  tSke  the  blame  on  himself,  if 
there  was  an  j^  The  standing  order  of  the 
House  was  known  to  every  sentleman,  and 
it  was  his  duty  ,to  enforce  it,  whenever  it 
was  desired  to  be  read.  An  hon.  gentle- 
man had,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
desired  it  to  be  read ;  he  had  ever  since 
punctiliously  kept  to  it :  but,  as  this  was  a 
day  of  money  business,  when  it  was  usual 
to  admit  strangers,  he  conceived  the  House 
'  would  wink  at  a  relaxation  from  the  ge- 
neral rule ;  be  had  tlierefore  told  the  Ser- 
jeant to  admit  strangers  into  the  gallery, 
as  far  as  the  bars  which  were  even  with 
the  bar  below ;  but  if  he  had  gone  too  far, 
he  asked  pardon  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  by  no  means  blamed 
the  Speaker,  as  be  was  conscious  no  officer 
acted  with  more  uprightness  and  impar- 
tiality ;  but  he  was  sure  the  gallery  ought 
to  be  opened,  and  he  heartily  wished 
the  House  would  follow  the  example  of 
the  other  assembly,  who  now  admitted 
•trangers. 

The  Speaker  fully  exculpated  himself 
from  blame,  and  urged  the  propriety,  if 
the  order  was  found  inconvenient,  of  some 

§entleman's  moving  to  take  it  into  consi- 
eration  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Fox  wished  the  standing  order  to 
be  rescinded  or  amended,  and  if  neither 
could  be  done,  he  would  rather  that  the 
present  bad  method  was  pursued,  in  pre- 
ference to  a  total  prevention  of  the  admis- 
lion  of  strangers. 

Mr.  Rigby^*  with  that  rough  and  unpo- 
lished manner  for  which  he  is  remark- 
able in  his  senatorial  oratory,  took  up  the 
aubject,  and  declared  he  rose  an  advocate 
for  the  order  of  the  House,  an  order 
which  had  stood  the  test  of  years,  althoush 
it  was  now  said  *<  it  was  a  brei^ch  of  tne 
constitution.''  He  begged  to  know  by 
what  claim  those  who  were  not  members 

■■  ■!■  ■  ^.       >  I  ,    II     I  ■  ^ 

*  For  a  curious  Biographical  Aeconot  of 
Mr.  Rigby,  see  the  Loooger's  Common  Place 
Book,  vol.  3,  p.  103.     ££t.  1805, 
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desired  admittance ;  if  one  stranger  bad  i 
right,  every  man  in  the  kingdom  bad  a 
right,  and  where  were  the  people  to  be 
put  ?  he  insisted  upon  it  that  no  perioa  bot 
a  member  ougbt^to  be  in  that  Hoaie,an& 
he  wondered,  that  after  so  violent  a  qaarrd 
with  the  other  House,  the  memben  of 
tliis  should  accept  of  so  poor  a  compnH 
mise  as  the  present  disagreeable  sufieraoce 
to  hear  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lonk 
If  a  member  of  the  House  of  ComDon 
indeed  had  any  noble  blood  in  his  veinSiif 
he  was  the  third  son  of  a  lord,  or  s  coosia 
to  a  peer,  he  stood  some  chance  of  beioga^ 
commodated  as  the  members  of  the  Hofse 
of  Commons  were  before  the  quarrel;  bot 
if  he  went  there,  he  was  sure  to  be  af- 
fronted, and  to  be  thrust  among  the  tbicm 
and  pickpockets  below  the  bar.    Wbo- 
ever  the  standing  order  for  clearing  tbe 
House  became  die  object  of  debate,  be 
would  be  one  who  would  support  tbe 
order.    He  then  talked  of  the  war  viA 
America  as  every  way  necessary  and  jtf* 
tifiable ;  said,  that  if  it  waa  niadnes  ii 
contend  that  the  carrying  on  the  war  «ai 
either  necessary  or  proper,  he  wis  tbit 
madman,  and  he  would  now  vote  for  & 
resolutions  proposed,  because  he  thoi^ 
they  would  tend  to  procure  a  proper  m» 
mission ;  that  he  was  fully  convinced  & 
Americans  ought  not  to  be  treated  wit^ 
till  they  laid  down  their  arms ;  that  he  m 
clearly  in  opinion,  that  they  aimed  st » 
dependency ;  and  he  deduced  this  opiMi 
from  their  own  publication,  Mr.  AdaaA 
pamphlet  called  Common  Sense,  in  vUd 
lie  without  scruple  talked  of  every  thitf 
short  of  independency  as  ridiculous,  aai 
wrote  in  such  a  stile,  that  no  maohoa 
could  lay  clairn^  to  common  sense,  andflt 
see  the  drift  of  the  writer.     He  fortkr' 
added,  that    the  parliament  had  pat  * 
powerful  force  into  the  minister's  huht 
and  had  liberally  voted  to  enable  bio  li 
act  with  vigour ;  that  at  the  comiaeD* 
ment  of  next  session,  he  hoped  to  hear 
good  account  of  the  minister's 
ship.     An  hon.  genUeman  had  talked 
Lewis  the   14th,  and   the  treaty 
Alsace  and  Lorrain.    It  would  be 
enough  to  compare  Mr.  Adams  to 
prince  when  he  nad  equal  power  and 
resources;   thank  God,  he  was  not 
Lewis  the  14th ;  he  believed,  he 
to  be  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  wben  he 
got  so  far,  we  might  then  indeed 
great  matters,    ife  had,  he  said,  read 
admired  <«  The  History  of  tbeTh 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;"  be 
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the  author  a  very  Ale  writer.  He  cen- 
duded  with  dedaring,  that  his  advice  waa 
■at  asked  aiijr  where  bat  in  Darliament, 
Dor  did  he  desire  that  it  shouia  be  asked 
h  waj  other  place,  but  he  now  plainly  de- 
skred  his  hpne  that  America  would  be 
wbduedy  and  liia  expectation  that  the  mi« 
sister  would  act  with  vigour. 

Mr.  J.  Towuhend  warmly  urged  the 
injustice  of  taxing  the  subjects  here  with 
Ib  additional  weight  merely  to  support  a 
irar  big  with  ruin  to  the  empire. 

Colonel  Barr6  said,  he  would  not  long 
tronbie  the  House  on  this  day»  which  was 
yneratty  a  day  of  triumph  to  die  rainisteri 
dthough  it  was  in  fact  a  day  ef  imposition 
» the  public.  He  could  not  however  let 
t  pais  with(^ut  asking  a  few  questions  be- 
bre  Ae  House.  In  the  first  place  he 
legged  to  know  whether  lord  Howe  was 
NT  wss  net  to  go  chief  in  naval  command 
•  America  >  He  said  he  had  served  with 
he  fimily  in  America,  that  they  were 
tvare  and  generous,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
M  the  onve  branch  would  be  at  hand 
vken  lord  Howe  hoisted  his  flag ;  as  he 
Nnceived  that  lord  would  ntther  go  as  a 
ainister  of  peace  and  happiness  to  a  people 
rbo  reverea  his  family,  than  as  the  heiald 
if  war  and  devastation.  Another  ques- 
ion  necessary  to  be  answered  was,  whet- 
her the  King's  servants  acted  uno  animo  f 
Jht  hon.  gentleman  who  had  so  loudly 
^ewed  bis  enmity  to  America,  had  just 
bokred,  that  nothing  short  of  uneondi- 
ional  submission  would  be  accepted,  while 
he  noble  lord  had  talked  of  his  inclination 
a  treat  America  with  temper,  moderation, 
■d  even  affection.  How  was  this  dif* 
M^nce  to  be  reconciled  ?  The  hon.  gen- 
bnttin  had  indeed  declared,  that  he  was 
Nit  a  member  of  administration,  and  never 
^fe  his  adrice ;  the  worid  thouffht  other- 
4ie,  and  it  was  notorious  that  he  reaped 
nretty  tolerable  share  of  the  emoluments 
I  government,  much  of  which  depended 
a  the  prosecution  of  the  present  unna- 
iral  and  ruinous  war.  He  advised  the 
iBileman  to  be  more  cautious  how  he 
sad  the  womI  *  independency  ;*  there  was 
ftch  a  thing  as  talking  people  into  a  raea- 
ve  they  never  thought  of  themselves, 
■d  this  had  frequently  been  the  case. 
ie  particularly  reminded  the  House  of 
^  imprudence  of  some  gentlemen,  who 
'hen  the  news  arrived  of  the  destruction 
f  the  tea  at  Boston,  by  a  mere  mob, 
teemed  all  the  inhabitants  rebels ;  a  title 
^y  by  no  means  deserved,  and  which  not 
little  cendueed  to  exasperate  Amerioai 
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and  make  her  take  up  arras. — Unanimity 
in  his  Mary's  councils  was,  he  remarked* 
of  the  highest  consequence ;  no  success 
could  follow  where  there  was  a  distractioa 
and  dirision  of  sentiment  among  those  in 
power.  He  was  aware  that  it  might  be 
said,  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  were  not  always  unanimous,  but  he 
begged  to  observe,  that  their  divisions  were 
comparatively  immaterial  to  those  of  the 
ministry  who  were  the  engineers  of  go- 
vernment, and  gave  birth  to  its  operations. 
Above  all  things,  therefore,  he  recom« 
mended  unanimity,  and  hoped  as  the  noble 
lord  was  the  osteiisible  minister,  that  his 
word  might  be  taken  for  the  wishes  of 
himself  and  his  co-adjutors  to  use  the 
Americans  rather  with  mildness  than  se- 
verity. As  to  the  alaraM  respecting  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  he  owned  he  felt 
no  fears  on  their  accounts  yet,  but  he 
thought  we  could  not  be  too  cautious,  as 
probably  they  might  be  tonpted  to  take 
advantage  of  our  present  defenceless  situa* 
tion  both  at  home  and  in  Ireland.  He 
eonciuded  wkh  adopting  the  phrase  of 
Mr.  Fox,  and  giring  his  flat  negative  to 
the  Resolutions,  as  they  were  calculated 
to  UaL  the  subject  for  an  unjust  purpose. 

The  Resolutions  moved  by  lord  North 
were  then  agreed  to. 

N 

Debate  on  Sir  Jamee  Lomiher^s  Motion 
against  emplojfing  Foreign  Troopi  voithoai 
the  Conshit  of  ParliamentJ}  April  25. 
Sir  James  Lowther  moved,  ^*  That  it  iM 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  intro- 
ducing of  Foreign  Troops  into  any  pari 
of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  of  Great* 
Britain,  without  the  prerious  consent  or 
approbation  of  the  pariiament  of  Great- 
Britain,  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  and  not  warranted  by  law." 
He  ^ave  an  historical  detail  of  the  intro- 
duction of  foreigners  into  this  kingdom 
since  the  earliest  periods  of  the  monarchy, 
and  shewed  that  il  had  idways  been  looked 
upon  to  be  illegal  and  unconstitutional, 
without  the  consent  of  pariiament.  He 
said,  all  our  liberties  would  be  no  more 
than  a  shadow,  if  such  things  were  per- 
mitted on  the  ground  of  preroj^tive,  for 
instead  of  a  limited,  the  very  nature  and 
efiect  of  such  a  pretended  claim  in  the 
crown,  would  render  this  government  an 
absolute  monarchy.  Among  the  points 
he  most  urged,  was  the-  conduct  of  king 
William's  parliament  towards  his  Dutch 
guards,  ana  the  sense  the  nation  had  of 
the  law  at  the  time  of  its  being  paMod ; 

[4a] 


ISSl]        16  GEORGE  UL  Debate  on  Sir  J.  LMher^e  Motion         [ISSI 


and  that  constructimi  which  the  firamers 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights  immediately  gave  it, 
was  to  him  the  fullest  proof  that  the  ob- 
vious coDstructioa  of  the  law  as  it  now  ap- 
pearedy  was  likewise  the  intention  of  those 
who  passed  it»  which  was,  that  no  fo- 
reigners could  be  constitutionally  intro- 
duced into  this  country  without  the  con- 
sent (^parliament 

GoremoT  Johnstone  seconded  the  mo- 
tion«  and  was  extremely  severe  on  lord 
North.  He  insisted  his  lordship  had  in- 
sulted the  nation  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting the  Indemnity  Bill.  The  pream- 
ble was  no  better  than  a  mere  farce,  and 
it  was  all  along  conducted  in  that  lieht  in 
the  House ;  for  the  fate  it  met  with  m  the 
other  shewed  how  little  the  minister,  when 
his  turn  was  served,  regarded  the  wishes 
of  either  his  friends  or  his  enemies. 

Mr.  Cosmo  Gordon  said,  it  was  an  im- 
proper time  to  take  any  step  which  might 
oave  the  appearance  of  passing  a  censure* 
on  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  and  though  he 
did  not  entirely  approve  of  the  measure 
the  motion  was  intended  to  condemn,  yet 
he  believed  the  ministers  always  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  inclinations. 

Mr.  T.  Totonshend  spoke  of  the  danger 
of  bringing  foreigners  mto  the  British  do- 
minions, without  the  consent  of  parlia- 
ment. It  was  a  new  experiment,  and 
should  have  been  adopted  with  great  cau- 
tion. It  is  true,  foreigners  were  taken 
into  the  British  pay  in  every  war  since  the 
Revolution ;  but  it  made  a  great  difference, 
in  hiring  them  to  fight  our  battles  on  the 
continent,  or  to  deifend  their  own  domi- 
nions, and  introdudng  them  into  the  Bri- 
tish empire;  perhaps  not  ionir  before  it 
would  be  for  the  purpose  of  defending  this 
very  capital.  The  mode  of  recruiting  the 
British  troops  with  foreigners  was  besides 
extremely  exceptionable.  Thev  were  en- 
listed in  the  Hans  towns,  which  were 
known  to  be  the  asylum  of  all  the  rogues 
and  vagabonds  of  the  rest  of  Germany ; 
men  who  had  fled  their  respective  coun- 
tries for  their  crimes.  When  such  men, 
therefore,  came  to  serve  in  America,  to 
suppose  that  they  would  fight  cordially 
for  this  country,  was  absurd  in  tiie  ex- 
treme: they  would  certainly  enlist  with 
the  best  pay-master,  or  join  with  that 
party  which  held  out  the  best  prospects 
of  improving  their  present  situation  or 
future  fortunes.  'What  made  him  the 
more  solicitous  about  the  success  of  the 
present  motion  was,  that  he  understood 
Ae  measure  had  not  been  supported  upon 


the  ground  of  necessity,  but  had  been  ex* 
pressly  maintained  by  several  eouDeDt 
lawyers  as  a  positive  unconditioDsl  prero- 
gative inherent  in  the  crown. 

Lord  Muigrave  did  not  coDcei?e  tfait 
any  law  or  usage  whatever,  readied  tfas 
present  case,  or  could  prevent  the  Kinff 
from  bringing  foreigners  into  any  parf « 
the  dominions  of  the  crown  he  pteaied, 
Great-Britain  excepted. 

Mr.  Henry  Dundas  said,  the  uageU 
always  been,  that  the  crown  had  a  ti^ 
to  exercise  the  discretionary  power  dot 
objected  to :  but  as  the  motion  stated  w 
not  one  that  ought  to  have  a  direct  oe^ 
tive  put  upon  it,  he  should  move  the  pre- 
vious question.  On  which  side  thehv 
lay  he  would  not  pretend  todetennioe; 
but,  for  his  part,  he  should  think  a  amiSff 
very  blame-worthy,  who  did  net,  via 
the  most  important  interests  of  hii  com- 
try  were  at  stake,  venture  even  to  titDi- 
gress  the  exact  limits  of  the  law;  and  ii 
such  a  case  he  was  sure  parliaaaent  wosU 
cheerfully  indemnify  him.  If  Gibakar 
and  Minorca,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  d^ 
fence,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  dK 
French  and  Spaniards,  he  would  be  out 
of  the  first  that  would  give  his  fole  ftr 
lianging  that  minister  who  neglected  to 
procure  foreigners  for  their  secofity  was 
It  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Dunning  confined  himsdf  dnc^ 
to  the  definition  of  the  law,  and  abewei 
that  if  interpreted  in  the  manner  oos- 
tended  for  on  the  other  side,  liJOfM 
Rpssians  or  Germans  might  be  intndoori 
into  Scotland,  because  Scotland  at  tke 
time  of  passing  Uie  Bill  of  Rights  foroed 
no  part  of  this  Jdnffdooi. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gl^fun  said,  that  tbeaia- 
tion  now  made  became  more  neceaa^i 
by  the  Indemnity  Bill  being  thrown  |oat: 
it  was  a  proper  motion  to  prevent  dn 
measure  or  introducing  foreignera  widioal 
the  consent  of  parliament,  having  tbefiA 
weight  and  authority  of  a  precedent 

The  Attorney  General  said,  thatmiaa- 
ters  always  do  things  at  their  oim  pad 
when  they  over-step  the  law.  It  w 
therefore  idle  to  insist  on  thekgsli^^v 
illegality  of  the  measure ;  if  they  aboald 
act  in  a  manner  not  warranted  by  the  ooa> 
stitution,  parliament  were  the  jttdgea,aBd 
would  proceed  to  acquittal  or  ooodenna- 
tion,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  caae. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  it  was  ille^  ^  o>> 
part  of  the  legislature  to  sanoofy  die  in- 
troduction of  foreigners.  FAriiamentwan 
the  proper  judges  of  the  meesQie* 
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Mr.  Tem^t  LuitreU  said*  he  had  do  in- 
jGoiion  of  aetainins  die  House  at  so  l^te 
in  hour  of  the  night,  but  for  his  just  re- 
selling assurances  from  a  worthy  member 
lear  the  .door,  who  supposed  he  was 
]uitt]ng  the  House  without  waiting  a  di- 
rision,  that  if  he  would  stay  and  attend  to 
llr.  Attorney  General,  it  would  be  impos- 
able  to  have  another  doubt  left  upon  the 
egaiity  of  such  a  power  as  was  now  as- 
lerted  by  the  crown.  He  had  therefore 
tstened  with  the  most  earnest  attention  to 
hat  first  advocate  of  the  bar,  without  the 
promised  conviction;  so  far  from  it,  his 
irguments  served  but  to  confirm  the  doc- 
nne  laid  down  by  the  hon.  baronet  who 
10  ably  introduced  this  motion.  He  did 
>elieye,  however,  that  if  it  were  within 
the  compass  of  professional  finesse,  or 
lorid  eloquence,  that  gentleman,  who 
ipoke  last,  would  have  come  off  trium- 
phant over  all  his  scruples.  Be  was  truly 
Mmcemed,  he  could  not  be  assisted  wim 
the  lights  of  that  other  great  luminary  of 
the  law  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  who  at  the 
beginning  of  the  evening,  was  from  every 
quarter  of  the  House,  expected  to  shine 
KNrth  with  more  than  usual  lustre.  He 
thought  that  hon.  member  considered 
UpQself  as  pledged  to  parliament  to  main- 
tain his  former  proposition  on  this  topic, 
that  his  Majesty  might  not  only,  by  virtue 
of  his  prerogative,  introduce  foreign  troops 
bto  tne  dependencies  of  Great  Britain 
^thout  consulting  the  will  oF  parliament, 
but  might  do  the  same  into  any  of  the 
Bea-ports  of  this  island,  or  even  into  the 
Tower  of  London.  He  could  have  told 
that  hon.  member,  that  previous  to  the 
Revolution,  there  were  no  standing  forces 
ever  known  in  this  country,  excepting  the 
king's  personal  guards,  but  which  were 
constantly  kept  as  garrisons  in  fortresses 
sear  our  coasts.  Here  Mr.  Luttreh  drew 
I  picture  of  the  Solicitor  sneaking  behind 
the  Speaker's  chair ;  and  then  observed  on 
^hat  had  fallen  from  the  several  lawyers 
who  had  struggled  in  this  debate  to  uphold 
^e  unconstitutional  tenets  of  administra- 
ttott ;  and  applied  a  saying  of  Lewis  the 
12th  of  France,  that  lawyers  do  with  their 
ktw  as  shoemakers  do  with  their  leather ; 
thejf  pinch  it,  twist  it,  beat  it,  and  stretch 
it,  till  it  suits  whatever  measure  they  aim 
ftt:  this  was  however  a  measure  none  of 
the  very  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  long 
nbe  could  bring  the  most  pliant  leather  of 
^  law  exactly  to  fit.  Even  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  who  he  must,  in  justice,  allow  to 
be  the  very  Criqpia  of  his  trade^  hadfound 


it  a  job  viUra  crepidatn.  The  hon.  member 
who  made  the  motion,  and  his  friend  who 
seconded  him,  had  clearly  shewn,  that  the 
introduction  of  foreign  troops,  without 
consent  of  parliament,  was  ever  consi- 
dered, as  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
cdnstitutions  of  tne  realm:  proo&  had 
been  given,  that  it  was  expressly  so  de- 
clared in  the  reigns  of  our  jBdwards  and 
Henrys ;  and  in  late  times,  by  the  spirit 
of  the  Bill  of  Rjghts :  that  these  declara- 
tions were  an  a£nnnance  of  the  law  as  it 
stood  in  the  time  of  Magna- Charta;  which 
law  was  in  being  before  the  accession  of 
the  Plantagenets  or  Norman  kings,  and 
was  probably  established  in  the  Saxon 
reigns  earlier  than  the  days  of  the  Con- 
fessor. A  eentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  had  ended  his  speech  with  a 
curious  exultation,  **  thank  God,  the  zeal 
of  foreign  troops  is  not  wanting  for  the 
present  war.''  Mr.  Luttrell  compared 
this  critical  conjuncture  to  the  sera  of  the 
Revolution,  when  James  the  2nd  de- 
manded the  Scotch  Dutch,  but  had  been 
refused  by  the  States  General,  who  an- 
swered, that  they  had  granted  them  to 
crush  rebellion  in  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
revolt,  but  they  should  never  be  used  aa 
instruments  to  subvert  the  liberties  of 
Great  Britain, — I  am  sorry  to  learn,  that 
our  national  troops,  even  the  ffuards  in 
this  capital,  are  so  ready  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman tells  you,  to  spill  the  blood  of  tneir 
countrymen,  armed  m  a  cause  worthy  of 
Britons.  Recpllect  the  first  dawn  of  the 
glorious  Revolution,  which  gave  thia  diadem 
to  the  family  of  Brunswick.  British  sol- 
diers then  held  different  maxims  of  mili- 
tary obligations  in  the  land  of  civil  liberty* 
I  marvel  that  we  have  never  voted  in  this 
House  the  charge  of  a  superb  monumental 
column  and  inscription,  to  commemorate 
the  patriotism  of  the  earl  of  Litchfield's 
regiment  in  the  year  1688,  when  they  did 
more  essential  service  to  their  country  by 
laying  down  their  arms,  than  any  military 
corps  could  ever  boast  of  in  the  field,  ac- 
coutred at  all  points;  they  justly  pre- 
ferred the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  tneir 
country,  to  the  arbitrary  mandates  of  any 
monarch :  they.  Sir,  thought,  almost  to  a 
man,  with  a  noble  peer  in  uie  other  House 
of  Parliament  (earl  of  Effingham).  He, 
Sir,  considered  the  duty  of  a  gooa  citizen 
to  be  paramount  to  that  of  a  good  soldier; 
that  his  obedience  to  his  sovereign,  how- 
ever sacred,  was  but  a  secondary  conside- 
ration, his  first  allegiance,  his  first  service 
to  the  public.    W^  learn  from  Rapin,  and. 


1335]        16  GEOKGE  IIL 


DAaU  tm  Mr.  VnOe^B  MdAm 


other  credible  autboricies,  tbftt,  previous 
to  the  Revc^utioD,  a  letter  from  the^riace 
of  Orange  to  the  officers  of  the  Eoglisb 
army,  and  another  frooi  admiral  Herbert 
to  the  English  fleet,  by  bis  hi^bness's 
order,  were  printed  and  published  in  Lon- 
don ;  the  d^ign  of  which  was,  to  inform 
the  armj  and  navy  of  the  true  intentions 
oflhe  prince,  and  to  represent  to  them, 
that,  in  being  the  king's  instrument  to 
accomplish  his  designs,  they  were  labour- 
mg  their  own  ruin :  the  dfieers,  soldiers, 
and  seamen,  were  conjured  not  to  suffer 
themselves  to  be  abused  by  a  hlae  notion 
of  honour,  to  serve  their  lung  contrary  to 
the  manifest  interest  of  their  country. 
These  two  letters  (adds  the  historian)  had 
a  wonderful  effect  upon  officers,  soldiers, 
and  sailors,  so  that  from  this  time  they  re- 
solved not  to  draw  their  swords  in  so 
wrongful  a  quarrel.  In  my  opinion,  no- 
thing ought  to  be  more  seriously  alarmiog 
to  the  subjects  of  this  country,  and  its 
several  dependencies,  than  to  hear  the 
modern  lai^guage  but  too  universally  held 
both  in  public  and  private,  by  our  best 
officers  in  the  army :  **  they  are  obliged  in 
honour  to  execute  implicitly  the  orders  of 
their  sovereign,  while  they  hold  a  com- 
mission under  him.''  I  mamtain.  Sir,  that 
every  military  commission  to  serve  in  the 
British  army,  whether  in  foreign  or  do- 
mestic employ,  is  from  their  country, 
though  the  nomination  depends  immedi- 
ately  on  the  sovereign,  as  the  executive 
hand  of  the  state;  and  when  a  king  of 
Great  Britain  bestows  any  commission 
whatever,  and  on  whomsoever  it  may  be, 
from  a  field-marshal  to  an  ensign,  it  is 
virtually  with  the  same  implied  terms 
which  were  so  nobly  expressed  by  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
humane  and  wisest  of  the  Roman  emperors; 
'<  Take  this  sword,"  said  Trajan,  when 
he  presented  it  as  the  badge,  of  office  to 
Saburanus,  whom  he  had  appointed  prefect 
of  the  Pretorian  guards,  *^  remember,  it  is 
your  duty  to  use  it  for  my  defence  while  I 
govern  well ;  if  I  govern  ill,  your  duty  to 
your  country,  beyond  your  duty  to  me, 
will  oblige  you,  as  a  eood  citizen  and  an 
honest  man,  to  use  it  tot  my  destruction." 
The  previous  question  being  put,  That 
that  question  be  now  put ;  the  House 
diviiled.  Tellers* 

Sir  James  Lowther   -    -1    qq 

Mr.  Byi]ig M^ 

Lord  Adv.  of  Scotland  -^  1  14,0 
Sir  John  Irwine    -    -    *J  ^*^ 
So  it  parsed  in  the  negalive. 


Yeas 
Noes 


[US 

DA^U  imihe  CBmwmmt  mm  Mr.  WAeft 
Matitm  retpixiimg  Ms  Ftpmitiom  ]  Afi 
Sa    Mr.  fKcOef  and : 

Mr.  Speal^;  the  veBcral 
I  am  deeply  iflspiesMd  far  die 
doD  of  my  eoontfy,  the  love  and 
of  a  native  to  the  noble  piMsfn, 
laws  and  liberties,  of  Fa^tmi,  ai«e 
doty  and  gratitade  to  die 
freebddeis  of  Miiidlnw,  are  the 
ful  motiveB  of  my  a§mt  tndbia^ 
House  with  a  qaestion  so  heqmanikf 
tated  within  these  waUs,  ao  fslfy 
even  the  last  sessioD,  akhoogh  not  itfMi 
foUowed  with  the  soeeen^  whichihops 
on  the  pivsent  occasion. 

The  proAigacjr»  venalirf ,  and  opca  H- 
tempts  against  liberty  br  the  kit  Bsnt 
o£  Commons,  have  made  their 
odioua  to  the  people.  The  anns 
country  are  disgraced  with  thd 
violationa  of  the  rigfata  of  the  sabjscL 
shall  now  confine  mysdf  to  a  single 
but  it  was  of  the  faSackest  nature^  sf  ite 
deepest  dye,  and  brandied  out  iotomf 
enormities,  which  stiU  demand  mfh 
atonement.  I  allude  to  the  iniquitsm  ad 
daring  resolutions  respecting  the  ^kt^t^ 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  the  acst* 
ing  Mr.  Luttrell  in  the  House,  sltboi^ 
he  had  oAifessedly  onlv  a  minori^r  sf  ni 
Sttffirages  of  the  freehokieri,  in  whoa^ 
constitution  has  placed  th^  right  of  eke^ 
tion.  While  these  resolutions.  Sir,  ramai 
among  our  records,  I  consider  a  precdnl 
established,  under  the  sanction  of  dui 
House,  to  rob  not  only  a  whole  cmmtf, 
but  the  entire  collective  body  of  eketai 
of  this  kingdom,  of  their  birthrigbt,  td 
most  valuable  inheritance.  It  is  a  pn» 
dent,  which  may  be  brought  home  to  cfoj 
borough,  city,  and  county,  to  every  fiH" 
bidder,  every  elector  in  the  island. 

The  facts  were  fully  stated  to  the  Btm 
in  the  debate  on  this  subject  the  last  yev, 
and  I  am  persuaded  they  live  io  tfe 
memory  of  every  gentleman.  I  shiflde< 
sire  the  clerk  to  read  only  one  nsdatiosi 
It  is  that  of  Feb»  17, 1769,  **  That  Job 
Wilkes,  esq.  having  been,  in  thii  mwob  a 
parliament,  expelled  this  Hoiuse,  ws^  «" 
18,  incapable  of  being  elected  a  menbsFti 
serve  in  this  present  pariiament"  lUi 
declaration,  in  my  opinion,  transfenfrMi 
the  people  to>thisHoose  the  >^%^_^^ 
tion,  and  by  an  uncontroided  eseraR  ' 
the  negative  pov^r,  the  House  ia  cM 
assume  the  positive  right  of  maUagvlMtt 
they  please  the  representatives  ^^V^ 
ploiD putiaittoiil.   Iwokyf^ntjt^i^ 
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lit  that  than  tre^ttriont  natund  mad  legd 
iG^padtioi;  «idwheii^«  p&nju  ««b- 
let  to  any  one  ef  tkem,  he  is  not  oligiUe. 
kUensy  nrinors,  bishopi ,  ore  incapdrie  of 
«n^  eleeted  into  a  House  of  Commons. 
lesides  theoe^  there  are  other  incapacities 
rising  from  the  peculiar  drcuamaaoes  of 
le  ease,  and  some  created  br  particiriar 
Mtiites.  Where,  boweTer,  niere  is  no 
ataral  or  legal  disability,  the  capacity  of 
siag  elected  is  the  inherent  right  of  ererr 
«eaan  of  the  realai.  He  cannot  be  di* 
ssted  of  it  without  an  equai  injury  to  the 
srty,  and  to  the  constituent,  in  whom  the 
ewer  is  constitationally  lodged  of  deter- 
lining  whom  he  thinks  the  most  fit  and 
roper  person  to  act  for  him  in  the  great 
ouodl  of  the  nation.  The  deekwation  of 
le  House  therefore,  that  any  man,  duly 
■aUfied  by  law^  shall  not  be  sAlowed  to  sit 
I  puiiament  as  a  representative  of  the 
loraoions  of  the  realm,  was  assuming  to 
lemsdyes  the  making  a  new  law,  to  which 
alythe  three  estates  are  adequate.  It 
m  disfranchising  a  whole  county,  and 
OBsequentl^  in  eroct  the  united  kingdom. 

The  public  attention  has  been  so  long 
Ksd  on  thia  important  business,  that  it 
foM  be  the  weakest  and  vainest  pre^ 
omption  in  me  to  attempt  any  new  ai^u* 
Mnts  in  support  of  a  rignt  acknowledged 
7  every  man,  who  is  not  in  a  detestaWe 
»gue  for  the  subversion  of  all  our  rights, 
berties,  and  franchises.  I  shall  not  enter 
n  a  dull  repetition  of  the  debates,  which 
nr  the  last  aeven  years  have  come  on  every 
Bsiiott,  nor  repeat  a  multitude  of  cases 
nd  precedents;  but,  while  I  have  a  seat 
n  tnis  House,  I  pledge  myself  to  my 
ountry,  that  I  will  be  firm  and  unwearied 
^  my  endeavours,  till  every  syllable  on 
«uf  Journals,  which  marla  the  injustice 
lone  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  and 
0  every  elector  in  the  island,  be  fully 
rased  or  obliterated. 

Since  the  debate,  however,  on  thisques- 
ion  in  the  last  session,  almost  witiiin  a  fort- 
iight  after,  a  case  respecting  the  election 
t  Abingdon  was  determined  here  in  a 
Banner  diametrically  opposite  to  one  part 
»f  this  pretended  law  of  parliament,  which 
MS  been  solemnly  laid  down  by  all  the  ad« 
[ocates  of  the  mmistvy  m  the  afBdr  of  Mr. 
^uttrell.  They  argued,  that  all  the  vetes 
S^ven  to  Mn  Wilkes  were  thrown  away, 
^eetUse  they  were  given,  as  they  asserted, 
0  a  person  labouring  under  a  legal  in- 
'^Pwty,  and  consequently  Mr.  Luttrell, 
^  only  396  fVeeholden,  was  entitled  to 
■*  Mt  in  pnfaiuot  to  lbs  other  mm- 
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didate  with  1149.  The  majority  of  the 
electors  of  Middkesex,  Sir,  fuUy  enswered 
this  argument  in  thet  remariLabie  petition 
presented  by  the  worthy  baronet  (Sir  G« 
Savile)  the  29th  of  Apnl,  1769,  in  whHsh 
they  aaierted,  **  That  Mr.  Luttrell  had  net 
a  floajority  of  leoal  votes ;  nor  did  they, 
when  they  voted  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  mean 
thereby  to  throw  away  their  votea,  or  to 
wave  their  right  of  representation,  nor 
would  they,  by  any  means,  have  chosen  to 
be  represented  by  Mr.  Luttrell.'*  Not- 
withstanding this  petition,  the  House  on 
the  dth  of  May  following  declared  Mr. 
Luttrell  duly  elected.  Now  let  us  exa- 
mine the  soil  more  recent  case  of  tiie 
Abingdon  election,  the  determination  of 
the  select  committee,  with  idl  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  present  parliament  in  that 
bminess.  I  will  state  them  briefly,  and 
shall  afterwards  desire  the  clerk  to  read 
from  the  Journals  the  more  important 
passages.  Mr.  Bayley's  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  this  House  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1774.  It  was  confined  to  one 
single  objection,  the  legal  disability  of  the 
other  candidate,  no  accusation  of  bribery 
or  corruption,  riots,  unfair  practices,  or 
illeffal  votes,  being  exhibited.  It  stated, 
**  that  at  the  place  of  election,  and  before 
the  taking  of  the  poll,  the  mayor  of  Uie 
said  borough  and  the  other  electors  were 
publicly  told,  that  as  the  other  candi- 
date, Mr.  John  Mayor,  was  then  high 
sherilF  of  that  county,  he  was  incapable  of 
being  chosen  a  member  to  represent  the 
said  borouffh  in  this  present  parliament, 
and  that  all  votes  given  for  the  said  high 
sheriiT would  be  thrown  away)  notwith- 
standing which,  the  mayor  of  the  said  bo* 
rough  did  himself  vote,  and  also  received 
the  votes  of  divers  other  persons  for  the 
said  high  sheriflF;  and  that  the  said  high 
sheriff  hath  returned  himself  as  duly  elected 
for  the  said  borough,  in  manifest  prejudice 
of  the  petitioner,  Who,  being  the  only  can^ 
didate  capable  of  being  elected,  ought  to 
have  been  returned.'*  The  fkcts,  as  stated 
in  the  petition,  were  admitted,  as  well  as 
the  numbers  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  for 
Mr.  Mayor  146;  fbr  Mr.  Bayley  only 
1 16.  The  great  question  was,  whether,  if 
Mr.  Mayor  was  not  digible,  the  votes  for 
him  were  thrown  away ;  and  Mr.  Bayley, 
who  had  not  the  majority  of  electorsi 
should  be  declared  duly  elected?  The 
Select  Committee,  on  the  6th  ofMarch^ 
1775»  reported,'  that  neither  Mr.  Mayor,- 
noir  Mr.  Bayley,  was  dtdy  elected,  and 

that  the  elocriiNa  Wis  ¥oi£    The  House 
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immediatel  J  directed  a  new  writ  to  ittoe 
for  Abiogdoo.  The  minuteria]  advocatei, 
who  insmed  on  Mr.  Wilkes's  legal  inca- 
pacity, can  scarcely  find  a  case  more  ex- 
actly paraDeL  It  is  equalled  only  by  the 
wdl  known  precedent  of  Mr.  Walpoley 
and  Mr.  Taylor,  in  1711.  Yet  the  bur- 
gesses of  Lynn  were  not  insalted,  by  hay- 
ine  a  gentleman  declared  their  represen- 
tatire,  whom  they  neyer  elected.  The 
Abingdon  case  was  of  the  most  public 
notoriety.  The  returning  officer,  and  all 
the  electors  of  Abingdon,  were  publicly 
informed  of  Mr.  Mayor's  lecal  incapacity. 
Mr.  Bayley  polled  near  half  the  voters  of 
diat  borougn.  His  opposition  however 
being  not  to  a  friend  of  lib^ty  and  the 
people,  but  havbg  made  the  attack  on  a 
subaltern  in  the  ministerial  forces,  he  had 
little  chance  of  being  an  adopted  child  of 
die  House,  or  of  a  committee  selected 
from  the  present  majority. 

The  arbitrary  resolution  on  our  Jour- 
nals, and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lnttrell, 
I  consider  as  an  absolute  surrender  of  the 
constitution  to  the  minister.  The  laws  of 
the  land  are  of  no  avail,  when  this  House 
alone  can  make  a  new  law,  adapted  to  the 
caprice,  violence,  or  injustice  of  every 
emergency,  and  when  representation  in 
parliament  no  longer  depends  upon  the 
choice  of  the  electors*  The  people  of 
Eneland  may  in  vain  assemble  with  the 
fond  hope  of  effectually  exercising  their 
noblest  franchise,  if  the  object  of  their 
choice  is  realhr  what  he  ought  to  be,  an 
independent  friend  of  l&erty,  superior  to 
menace  or  corruption.  The  minister  has 
found  out  a  way  to  baffle  them  in  all  their 

Eroceedinffs.  He  may,  on  any  pretence, 
owever  irivolous,  procure  an  expulsion ; 
and  expulsion,  we  know,  means  incapaci- 
tation; so  that  during  a  long  period  of 
seven  years,  the  favourite  object  of  a 
country's  choice  may  be  kept  out,  and  the 
nominee  of  a  minister  be  declared  to  re- 
present a  populous  county.  Can  there  be 
a  more  solemn  mockery  of  the  rights  of  a 
free  people? 

Wpile  such  arbitrary  resolutions  as  those 
respecting  the  Middlesex  elections  remain 
on  our  Journals,  I  think  the  minister  holds 
high  the  rod  of  vengeance  over  the  head 
of  every  member  of  tms  House.  He  stands 
here  with  an  uplifled  arm,  subimijfiageUof 
to  punish  the  refractory,  and  almost  every 
action  of  the  majority  seems  to  betray 
their  bem^  either  swayed  by  the  dastardly 
passion  of  fear,  or  corrupted  by  the  mean 
principle  of  reward.  We  are  governed  by 
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SoIoq's  plan,  fnsmio  et  ponK,  as  Ckm 
has  aammed  it  up  indoeeviRdb  hi 
member  obnoxioua  or  mndy?  Accoa 
him  of  «  libel,  or  aiqr  other  crine;  dia 
vote  away  your  own  privileges  to  get  s 
him;  and,  before  the  cause  can  aoctsi 
trial  by  a  jury  of  his  coontrymensBMik 
examioe  two  or  three  partial  and  wdl 
inatmcted  witnesses  under  no  sndi  nae 
tion,  and  yoa  nay  proceed  '—""■^■^j 
to  expulsion.  You  taen  vole  him  iaoipi 
ble  01  being  re-elected.  The  cresbno 
the  minister  is  received  in  his  plaoe,  m 
declared  a  representative  of  the  peofde 
A  House  of  Coomioiis  may  in  tbi  boi 
iier  be  so  gaibled,  as  not  to  oootn  i 
single  &ir  and  honest  represHifiriw; 
^ected  according  to  the  law  of  the  laid. 

The  motion  of  expunging  from  oar  i» 
cords  the  resolutions  of  whidi  I  coaisliai 
is,  I  know,  considered  by  aome  gcnwa 
as  a  violent  measure.  The  case,  1  thak, 
requires  the  most  spirited  mode  of  reiica 
I  wish  as  full  aUMiement  to  die  people  m 
possible.  The  last  parliament  pmrnu 
mstance  of  expunging  from  our  Joanili 
what  never  ousht  to  have  been  nwvcd  a 
this  House,  the  thanks  to  a  stupid  Toy 
parson,  of  the  rank  Oxford  breeds  ftri 
libel  on  the  Revolution,  and  the  Dmai 
establishment,  in  a  sermon  presawdfla 
Uie  anniversary  of  the  merited  dad  i 
the  tyrant  Charles  1.  [See  Vol  17,  p- 
312.]  IfsotriflingabusinesiasaMi 
sermon,  neither  hcuird  nor  read  bjame 
persons,  called  for  so  spirited  a  mosv^ 
can  it  be  deemed  improper  or  TiokKi 
when  the  righU  of  all  the  electors  of  the 
kingdom  have  been  openly  iovaded,  wk 
the  usurpation  justified  bv  gentlenaa 
the  highest  offices  under  the  crown?  1^ 
circumstance  is  truly  alarming,  soddt* 
mands  the  utmost  exertions  of  sn  Uxei 
zeal  and  generous  ardour  for  the  psbfe 
weal. 

I  own,  that  I  am  not  so  nice  and  «ni- 
pulous  about  preserving  every  line  of  the 
immensity  of  the  learned  lumber  in  otf 
Journals.  They  are  become  the  bo* 
registers  of  royal  edicts,  of  tampike  roA 
enclosures,  and  matters  of  pnfste  b^ 
ness.  There  are  many  whole  psgwy 
graceful  to  the  nation  among  our  tri«i|i 
fond  records.  My  heart  bleeds,  vfcoil 
read  all  the  unjust  said  inhumsiiKm- 
tions  against  our  fellow-subjeds  in  An^ 
rica,  the  fleets  and  armies  voted  ibr  tbs 
vain  attempt  cS  subduing  the  onooaqo^ 
able  spirit  of  liberty  among  the  deioes- 
dants  of  Englishmen.    Whenlnte^* 
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the  subsequent  proceedings,  the  barbarous 
and  savage  manner  in  which  you  have  car- 
ried on  the  war,  by  attempting  to  starve 
thousands  of  industrious  fishermen,  and 
labouring  poor,  with  their  families,  as  well 
as  the  burning  open  and  defenceless  towns 
and  villages ;  I  wish,  for  the  national  hu- 
manity and  honour,  which  formerly  stood 
so  high,  that  these  black  pages  of  our 
Journals,  and  every  trace  of  the  cruelties 
and  horrors  which  followed,  were  obli- 
terated from  the  records  of  this  House,  of 
Uiis  kingdom,  of  the  human  race. 

In  justice  to  the  usurped  and  violated 
rights  of  this  county,  in  a  full  sense  of 
duty  to  all  my  brother  electors  at  large, 
and  to  prevent  the  most  fatal  and  pemi- 
cioos  precedent  being  ever  used  by  a 
wicked  and  ill-designinff  minister  to  the 
destruction  of  the  sacred  right  of  election, 
of  national  freedom,  and  independency,  I 
move,  **  That  the  Resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  of  February,  1769,  *  That 
'  John  Wilkes,  esq.  having  been  in  this  ses- 

*  aion  of  parliament  expdled  this  House, 

*  was,  ana  is,  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
<  member  to  serve  in  this  present  parlia- 
'  ment,'  be  expunged  from  the  Journals 
of  this  llouse,  as  being  subversive  of  the 
rig^hts  of  the  whole  body  of  the  electors  of 
this  kingdom/' 

Mr*  Serjeant  Glynn  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. Mn  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Moysey  spoke 
on  the  same  side.  There  was  no  reply. 
The  House  divided. 

Tellers. 

Vo  A  a  JMr.  Thomas  Townshend  \   q^ 
*^^*  t  Mr.  Alderman  Hayley  -j    ^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Treaty  betw^k  Great  Britain 
AND  THE  Prince  of  Waldeck.]  May 
2.     Lord  North  presented  the  following 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Prince  of  Waldeck, 
signed  at  Arolsen,  the  20th  of  April, 
1776. 

Be  it  known  to  those  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, that  his  Majestv  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  having  judged  proper  to  accept  of 
a  body  of  infantry  or  the  troops  of  his 
most  serene  highness  the  reisning  prince 
of  Waldeck,  to  be  emploved  m  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties have  given  their  orders  on  this  sub- 
ject to  their  respective  ministeri  to  wit. 


his  Britannic  Majesty  to  colonel  Williani 
Faucitt,  captain  in  the  guards;  and  the  most 
serene  prince  of  Waldeck  to  his  privy 
councillor,  aiid  president  of  the  regency 
Frederick  Lewis  Wiepert  de  Zerbst;  who, 
after  the  exchange  of  their  respective  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
articles : 

Art.  I.  The  said  most  serene  prince 
yields  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  a  corps  of 
infantry  of  670  men,  which  shall  be  at  the 
entire  disposition  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  to  be  employed  in  his  service  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  other  German 
troops,  /both  in  Europe  and  in  North 
America.  The  regiment  shall  moreover 
be  provided  with  two  pieces  of  field  artil* 
lery,  with  two  bombsffdiers,  twelve  gun- 
ners and  other  attendants,  and  the  train 
thereto  belonging.  ^ 

Art.  IL  The  most  serene  prince  en- 
gages to  equip  this  corps  completely,  and 
that  it  shall  be  ready  to  march  at  the 
latest,  on  the  6th  of  May  next.  The  said 
corps  shall  pass  in  review  at  the  place,  of 
embarkation,  before  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's commissary. 

Art.  UI.  The  most  serene  prince  en- 
gages to  furnbh  the  recruits  annually  ne^ 
cessary.  These  recruits  shall  be  delivered 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty's  commissary  dis- 
ciplined and  completely  equipped;  his 
most  serene  highness  will  do  his  utmost 
for  the  whole  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  em- 
barkation at  the  time  which  his  Ms^esty 
shall  appoint. 

Art.  IV.  His  Majesty's  service  and 
the  preservation  of  the  troops  requiring 
equally  that  the  commanding  officers  and 
subalterns  should  be  perfectly  skilled  ia 
the  service,  his  most  serene  highness  will 
take  proper  care  in  the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  V.  The  most  serene  prince  en- 
gages to  put  this  corps  on  the  best  footing 
possible ;  an4  no  men  shall  be  admitted 
therein  but  0uch  as  are  fit  for  field-service, 
and  acknowledged  as  such  by  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  commissary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  shall  be  furnished 
with  tents  and  all  necessary  equipage. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  grants  to  this 
corps  the  ordinary  and  extraordinai^  pay, 
as  well  as  all  the  advantages  in  forage, 
provision,  winter*auarters  and  refresh- 
ments, &C.  enjoyed  by  the  royal  troops ; 
and  the  most  serene  prmce  engages  to 
permit  this  corps  to  enjc^  all  the  emolu- 
ments of  pay  wnich  his  Britannic  Majesty 
allows  them.  The  sick  and  wounded  ol 
the  said  corps  shall  be  taken  care  of  in  tha 
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King's  hoipilib,  and  shaD  ba  tueated  m 
that  rtspecty  at  ihe  troops  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty ;  and  the  iroiinded»  not  in  a  eon- 
dttion  to  serve,  shall  be  transported  into 
Earope,  landed  in  some  port  on  the  Weser, 
andsentbacfcto  their  own  coiintiy  at  the 
King's  expence. 

Abt.  VIII.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his 
HMat  serene  highness  as  levy-mcmeyt  for 
each  foot  sddter  as  vdl  as  gunner,  thirty 
ennms  banco,  the  cromi  to  be  reckoned 
at  53  sales  of  Holland,  one  half  of  this 
money  shall  be  paid  in  three  weeks  after 
the  signature  orthe  treaty,  and  the  other 
half  in  two  months  after  the  signatuie. 

Abt.  IX.  Aocording  to  custom  three 
wonnded  men  shall  be  reckoned  as  one 
man  killed,  a  man  killed  shall  be  paid  for 
at  the  rato  of  the  levymoney.  If  it  riioold 
happen  that  any  company  of  this  corps 
should  be  wholly  or  in  part  ruined  or  de* 
atrayed,  or  diat  the  pieces  of  artillery  or 
other  effects  with  which  it  mi^t-  be  fur- 
nished, should  be  lost  by  accident,  his 
Majesty  the  king  of  Ghreat  Britain  shall 
eause  the  expence  of  the  necessary  re* 
emits  to  be  paid,  as  also  the  value  or  the 
said  field-pieces  and  effiacts,  to  re-establish 
this  corps  ind  its  artiUery  immediatoly. 

Abt.  X.  The  most  serene  prince  re- 
serves to  himself  the  nomination  to  the  tb* 
•ant  employments,  as  well  as  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  His  Britannic  Majesty 
will  give  orders  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  in  which  this  corps  shall 
serve,  that  he  does  not  require  from  this 
corps  any  extrair^ituuy  services,  or  such 
as  are  |>eyoad.  its  proportion  with  the  rest 
ef  thoKarmy ;  and  when  it  shall  serve  with 
the  English  troops  or  otlmr  auxiliaries,  the 
officers  shall  command,  (as*  the  military 
'service  requires  of  itself)  aoeosding  to 
their  rank,  and  the  seniority  of  their  com- 
pissions,  without  making  any  distinction 
with  regard  to  what  oorps  the  troops  may 
belong,  with  which  they  shall  senw  in  con- 
junction. This  corps  shall  take  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  without 
pie|udi6e  to  that  which  they  have  taken  to 
their,  own  sovereign. 

Abt.  Xi,  All  deserters  from  the  Wal- 
deok  reffiment  shall  be  faithfully  and  im« 
Vftodiatehr  given  up  wherever  they  may 
he  found,  in  the  places  dependent  on  his 
Britannic  Majesty ;  and  especially,  it  shall 
not  he  permitted  as  for  as  is  possible, 
that  any  of  the  subjects  whatBoever  of  hit 
most  serene  higliness  estahHah  themaelves 
\Bk  America  wShout  the  consent  of  their 


§ 


Abt.  XIL  The  pay  shsB 
fifteen  days  before  the  asarch  of  thnbadr 
of  troops,  and  as  soon  asdietiaoptM 
have  quitted  their  quartos,  to  icfoir  is 
the  place  of  their  deatinatieny  sH  tfat  a- 
peaces  of  their  oMrch  and  traospoit  Ad 
be  at  the  chai^  of  hb  Britannic  Mtjear. 

Abt.  XIIL  His  Britannic  Mig^ 
shall  grant  to  the  moat  serene  prinoe,  dor* 
ing  aU  the  time  that  this  bodj  of  tnopi 
shall  be  in  his  Majesty's  pay,  sd  mm 
subsidy  of  25,050  crowns  banco:  hit  )l^ 
jesty  snail  cause  notice  of  the  delanai> 
tion  of  the  said  subsidy  to  be  girai  a 
whole  year  before  it  shall  cease  tohe  pai, 
provided  that  such  notice  shsll  not  be 
given  dll  after  the  retnm  of  the  troofaisli 
the  dominions  of  his  most  serene  lugfasm 

This  treaty  shaU  be  ratified  by  the  kf^ 
contracting  parties,  and  the  istifiaimi 
thereof  sh^  be  exchanged  as  sooa  SI  pi* 
sible. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  the  win- 
signed,  by  virtoe  of  our  foil  powen,  lait 
signed  the  present  treaty,  and  havedU 
thereto  the  seals  of  oar  arms.  I>ostit 
Arolsen,  this  20th  of  April,  m& 
William  Faucitt.  (1*8.) 

Fbedebick  Louis  Wibpbbt  niZsusr. 

(Li) 

The  King's  Mmsagefor  m  VoU  ffOf 
dit.'\  Lord  North  presented  the  fdioriy 
Measage  from  his  Majesty  : 


*'  Georgb  R. 
"  His  Majesty,  relying  on  the  oqff- 
enced  zeal  iuid  stfeetion  of  his  mU 
Commons,  and  censidering,  that,dan^ 
the  present  troubles  in  l^rth  Ainenoii 
emergiencies  may  arise,  which  may  ks 
the  utmost  importance,  and  be  stteoW 
with  the  most  dangerous  consequeDCXSt  & 
proper  means  should  not  be  igamedialaf 
applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  s^ 
sirous  that  this  House  will  enable  hia  t* 
defray  any  extraordinary  expeoco  » 
curred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on  accwitf  • 
military  services,  for  the  year  177d,  sn^  • 
the  exigency  of  ttffiiirs  may  require.  Andn 
Majesty,  having  judged  it  expedieDi  » 
issue  his  proclamation,  in  pursuasce  d^ 
act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  fourteentt 
year  of  his  reign,  for  calling  in  tbe» 
maiader  of  the  deficient  gold  coin,  d^w 
not  but  that  his  faithful  Commons  will  ej 
able  him  to  make  good  the  charges  wW 
shall  be  incurred  in  this  service,  and  •»* 
cannot  at  this  time  be  ascertained." 

Referjndtathe  ColnvitteeofSll|f!^ 
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Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion  Jor 
Creneral*  Howe^s  Dispatches  on  leaving  Bo^ 
tan.']  May  10.  The  Duke  of  Manches^ 
ter  rose,  -and  apologized  for  having  trou*' 
bled  the  House  relative  to  the  American 
quarrely  after  that  matter  had  so  repeatedly 
been  debated  by  their  lordships.  His 
^^race  took  a  review  of  the  great  question, 
stating  every  event  relative  to  it  as  it  had 
arisen,  and  concluding  from  the  whole 
that  what  he  had  so  often  urged,  namely, 
that  the  quarrel  was  founded  in  injustice, 
fiursued  with  wanton  cruel^,  and  in  the 
mod  threatened  ruin  to  the  empire,  grew 
more  and  more  apparent.  In  adverting 
to  the  language  of  aaministration  last  year, 
relative  to  the  supposed  want  of  bravery 
in  the  Americans,  he  said  that  bloody 
proofs  had  been  given  of  their  courage, 
aDd  he  referred  their  lordships  for  a  con- 
firmation of  this  assertion  to  such  of  the 
King's  officers  as  were  present  at  the  ac* 
tions  of  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill. 
He  laid  it  down  as  a  position  which  expe- 
rience  had  confirmed,  that  courage  was 
neither  peculiar  to  any  clime  nor  to  any 
race  of  people ;  that  the  times  made  the 
men  ;  that  the  ethereal  spark  latent  in 
every  breast  was  to  be  brought  forth  by 
circumstance,  and  that  whenever  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny  exerted  their  influence, 
it  was  natural  for  men  to  resist,  and  it 
rarely  happened  that  those  who  fouftht 
for  their  liberties  fought  unsuccessfully. 
He  begged  their  loraships  to  consider 
that  since  the  Americans  found  themselves 
under  the  sad  necessity  of  taking  up  arms, 
an  apothecary's  apprentice  had  displayed 
the  skill  and  intrepidity  of  an  experienced 
general,  and  had  met  death  at  the  head  of 
a  victorious  anny  with  the  firmness  of  a 
Roman.  Others,  equally  unused  to  the 
military  science,  had  made  such  marches, 
and  performed  such  exploits  as  would  have 
done  honour  to  Hannibal.  His  grace  re- 
minded their  lordships  that  Georgia, 
vhiqh  had  hitherto  been  thousht  friendly 
to  administration,  had  now  declared  for 
America,  and  as  that  province  took  such 
a  length  of  time  to  consider  how  she  should 
act,  her  determination  was  most  probably 
a  decided  one,  and  her  opposition  to  this 
country  would  doubtless  be  the  more  vio- 
lent. The  Carolinians  also  were  warm  in 
the  cause  of  America ;  in  fact,  th^re  was 
the  greatest  appearance  of  unanimity 
throughout  the  American  colonies.  What 
success  therefore  could  be  expected  in  a 
campaign  against  a  numerous  and  united 
people,  inspired  by  th^  npblcst  of  oU  prin- 
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ciples,*-a  resolution  to  maintain  their  li« 
berties,  or  die  in  their  defence.— His 
grace  drew  a  very  diflferent  picture  of  our 
situation,  and  cao^e  directly  to  the  subject 
matter  of  his  motion,  producing  the  Lon« 
don  Gazette  of  Saturaay  last,  and  com- 
menting, with  great  severity,  on  the  unsa- 
tisfiictory  manner  in  which  the  account  of 
general  Howe's  evacuating  Boston  was 
there  given.  The  Gazette  account,  his 
grace  observed,  was  an  insult  on  the  pub-, 
lie;  And  instead  of  conveying  that  infor- 
mation which  they  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  be  made  acquainted  with,  onlv  served 
to  confound  and  mislead.  He  therefore 
thought  it  his  duty,  as  a  lord  of  parlia* 
ment,  to  make  a  motion  for  the  purpose 
cX  bringing  to  light  the  truth  of  tne  mat- 
ten  The  King  had,  on  the  opening  6t 
the  session,  asked  the  advice  of  parliament 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Americaa 
war;  it  was  impossible  for  their  lordships 
to  give  his  Majesty  the  necessary  advice^ 
unless  th^y  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  facts  as  they  arose.  The  abandon- 
ment of  Boston  was  a  material  fact ;  it  was 
highly  important  that  the  manner  of  that 
afcrnndonment  should  be  ascertained ;  much 
depended  upon  the  nature  of  it ;  was  it 
evacuated  voluntarily  by  general  Howe» 
and  were  the  ammunition,  artillery,  stores^ 
&c.  conveyed  in  safety  from  Boiton,  or 
was  the  general  forced  by  the  batteries  of 
the.provmcials  to  make  a  precipitate  re- 
treat on  board  the  ships?  The  Gazette 
mentioned  it  with  as  much  indifference  as 
the  march  of  a  regiment  in  time  of  peace 
from  one  country  town  to  another,  but 
conversation  without  doors,  arising  from 
tlie  letters  received  by  divers  individuals, 
differed  much  from  the  tenor  of  the  Ga- 
zette account.  It  was  said,  and  he  be- 
lieved with  some  trkith,  that  in  the  course 
of  a  night  a  battery  was  erected  on  Dor- 
chester heights,  so  well  contrived  and  so 
speedily  finished,  that  it  appeared  as  if 
produced  by  the  wand  of  the  enchanter  I 
that  a  mortar  was  raised  on  this  battery, 
and  that  the  provincials  were  furnished 
with  such  experienced  engineers  that  they 
played  on  the  town  of  Boston,  and  that  gene- 
ral Howe  found  himself  obliged  to  form  a 
convention  with  general  Washington  in  or- 
der to  preserve  the  troops  by  abandon- 
ing the  town.  That  general  Howe  had, 
with  that  bravery,  characteristic  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  in  oraer  to  preserve  the  glory 
of  the  British  name,  endeavoured  to  dis- 
lodge the  prbvincials  previous  to  any 
treaty,  but  that  a  violent  storm  arose  and 
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rendetei  die  attenpt  inafectud.  A 
•tomiy  which,  hb  graoe  remarked,  was  of 
infinite  service  to  this  counUy,  as  in  all 
prdbabilitj  it  saved  the  lives  of  maay 
j^rave  soldiers  and  oflfeers  who  would  have 
most  probably  fallen  sacrifices  at  the  shrine 
of  British  honour.  The  duke  dwelt  on 
the  diijgrace  of  having  been  obliged  to 
abandon  the  pUoe  of  arms,  the  spot  des- 
tined for  the  ocMnmencement  of  the  en- 
auing  campaign,  a  town  in  which  the  ma- 
jor part  of  me  artillery  of  this  country 
was  lodged,  and  in  which,  altfaovgh  it  was 
but  latdy  the  residence  of  the  British 
forces,  the  American  flag  was  now 
triomphanUy  hoisted !  Having  enforced  the 
indignity  of  our  being  driven  from  Boston, 
his  grace  urged  the  fttality  that  had  at- 
tended all  the  measures  taken  by  adminis* 
ftration,  who  after  expending  such  an  im* 
nense  portion  of  the  public  money,  had 
now  to  begin  the  matter  again,  without 
being  certain  that  they  were  in  possession 
of  a  place  to  land  the  troops  at  when  they 
arrived.  Quebec,  for  ought  they  knew, 
might,  ere  this,  have  fidlen  into  the  hands 
of  the  provincials;  and  the  very  storm 
which  prevented  general  Howe  i^om  car- 
lying  his  attempt,  to  dislodge  the  provin- 
mis,  into  execution,  might  have  been  the 
means  of  destroying  the  troops  which  had 
abandoned  Boston.— After  shewing  the 
design  of  government  to  soothe  the  minds 
of  the  puUic,  as  far  as  they  might  be  af- 
fected with  the  account  of  the  troops  hav- 
ing quitted  Boston,  by  inserting  in  the 
same  Gazette  an  article,  informing  them 
that  the  King  had  ordered  letters  patent 
to  be  made  out,  appointing  lord  Howe 
and  general  Howe  commisrioners  for  re- 
storing peace  to  America,  his  grace  said, 
although  he  could  not  but  see  the  reaaon 
of  then  inserting  that  article,  he  felt  some 
pleasure  from  the  perusal  c^  it,  as  it  seem* 
ed  as  if  administration  began  to  relax  a 
little,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would, 
in  proportion  to  the  successes  of  the  Ame^ 
ricans,  get  step  by  step  out  of  their  errors ; 
but  possibly  by  the  time  they  had  found 
it  right  to  conciliate  matters,  the  Ameri- 
cans would  then  be  in  no  mind  to  accept 
of  any  terms,  or  to  have  any  further  con- 
nection with  a  country  which  had  shewn 
auch  an  inclination  to  invade  their  risfats 
and  rob  them   of  their,  property,     ilis 

Cce  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  an 
able  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
lesty,  requesting  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  order  the  proper 
oSeers  to  lay  before  this  Housoi  copies  of 


aH  dispaftdbea  received  froBi  gMcnl  Hsse 
and  tdmiid  ShukflMn,  since  Ike  tetf 
Mardi  last,  aa  far  as  ib  not  ickte  ts  ik 
fotinre  opeiationa  of  die  oasoBaigQ.'' 

The  Eari  of  fi>^  said,  ^  lib  CM 
«tf  the  qoanel  win  Ameiioa,  aad  tibewii 
ofcoodoctu^the  war,  hadbeeaio  ste 
discussed  m  |wirh'amcsH,  tiMt  ke  tnsri 
their  lordships  woaldexoasehisfiilsnig 
the  noUe dnke  tltfOQgh  the  kagefiditf 
argument  which  he  had  panned:  k 
should  Aeeefeie  coase  Jmaasaiatdy  lolfct 
point,  and  give  a  positive  negative  la  ir 
moliop,  beeauae  it  waa  inmanble  to  a» 
ply  with  it  consialentlY  witti  the  ssfaf ,  Iks 
nooonr,  and  dignity  or  the  stale.  Thek^ 
ten  in  question  did  not  simply  anslin 
the  fact  of  evacuating  Boston,  Iral  e» 
tained  such  a  nsixtufe  of  niattsr,aiAi 
blended  variety  aa  well  rdative  to  vha 
was  past,  as  to  the  opeintiooB  lateafcila 
future,  that  it  would  be  hi|My  iBMff 
for  them  to  be  made  puUic.  IlieLflBdfli 
Gaaette  had  given  the  fiKt  rehtarenihe 
evacuation  of  Bost<m:  ia  was  the  banea 
of  that  paper  to  state  natteii  of  fiKl,nl 
in  the  {ff esent  case  it  bad  heea  ikm  m 
comasely  as  possible.  He  heartily  wiM 
he  could  agree  to  the  motion,  not  so  msA 
for  the  sake  of  gradfyiog  piiUic  coriotftf 
as  for  the  sake  of  doing  justice  to  tbovoy 
excelleot  character  who  ooBunsiiM  a 
America,  and  who  had  so  pnpcrif 
managed  the  embarkation  of  the  tmofk 
As  far  as  he  could  inform  the  noUe  dobi 
without  indiscretion,  he  would;  be  tnU 
him  therefore  that  it  never  was  iote&iM  to 
commence  the  operations  of  the  cnnag 
campaign  at  Boston ;  that  orders  had  kq 
been  sent  for  general  Howe  to  leave  Bn* 
ton,  and  to  bring  the  troops  bwbj  siieos 
as  he  thought  proper ;  that  in  cenasfiaiV 
of  these  orders  the  genenl  had,  si  ^ 
Gazette  mentioned,  evacuated  Botostt 
the  17th  of  March ;  that  he  had  dose  H 
with  safety  to  the  tioopa,  and  had  broi^ 
away  all  the  ammunition  and  stores,  iH  ^ 
the  towns-people  who  were  the  fnosdbtf 
government,  all  their  efccto,  and  evoy 
thiiiff  likely  to  have  been  of  service  tolii 
rebds :  that  in  fturt  it  was  a  mere  dnU^ 
of  a  position,  but  that  it  had  beea  etf- 
ciited  with  great  success.  Until  dia^ 
his  lordship  said  it  had  been  ususlaitt 
opposition  to  term  the  poasession  of  Ba* 
ton  one  of  the  most  disgraoefid  circoa- 
stanoes  that  could  possibly  exist ;  diej  w 
repeatedly  ridiculed  the  army  beiB|  omP- 
edup  in  that  town,  and  now  aD  of  s  an* 

den,  whea  the  tioopa  laftil»AaiM«« 
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hmgdf  and  it  w»  a  disgrace  to  quit  a 
laee  which  it  had  hith«rto  been  a  dis* 
jmee  to  hold ;  and  it  was  a  matter  drtad^ 
id  to  tfatttk  o^  that  the  flag  of  the  rebdk 
lioidd  be  hoisted  in  a  town  whicA  the 
Irilish  forces  had  thought  no  longer  worth 
reserriBgy  and  had  therefore  ▼ohintsrily 
raoQate£*^Muoh  had  Men  from  ihm 
Mb  didce  reiatire  to  the  conrage  of  the 
Bbels ;  he  had  n^fer  questioned  it ;  but  he 
egged  to  know  what  extraordinary  prooA 
le  rebeb  had  given  of  their  courage-— he 
new  of  Bone^  The  noble  duke  had  also 
lid,  their  engineers  were  remarkably  ex- 
ert—^hat  was  to  him  equally  a  nof elty. 
le  would  tell  the  House  what  had  been 
be  effect  of  the  expertness  of  those  who 
rere  in  the  battery  at  Dorchester  Heights. 
liey  had  fired  into  the  town,  and  they 
■d  leminded  si^  people^  of  whom  two 
rere  since  dead  of  their  wounds :  that  was 
km  great  elect  of  their  expertness  t  The 
oble  duke  had  said  a  great  deal  retatire  to 
lie  dispiritedaess  of  our  troops :  general 
icmt  wrote  in  a  very  diSbreot  stOe  of 
liem ;  he  by  no  Sicans  talked  of  Uieir 
eiaff  dispirited,  but  on  the  contrary  gave 
dflsinistration  hopes  that  they  should  soon 
tear  of  their  doing  something  eflPectual  for 
be  service  of  their  country.  The  troops 
tad  evacuated  Boston  amr  having  made 
very  possible  use  of  the  town ;  they  had 
eft  It  voluntarily,  and  without  any  con- 
ention  between  the  king's  and  the  rebel 
!«neral.  They  were  now  gone  to  efcct  a 
latter  of  great  consequenoe,  to  pot  Hali« 
ix  in  a  state  of  safety. 

The  Marouis  of  Rochngham  observed 
hat  the  noble  lord's  account  of  the  man- 
ler  of  Greneral  Howe's  bringing  the  troops 
rom  Boston,  was  by  no  means  satis- 
sctory.  He  re- urged  many  of  the  ar- 
luments  of  the  noble  mover,  and  said, 
hat  according  to  the  system  of  cruelty 
lid  down  by  ^ministration,  general  Howe 
oght  to  have  burnt  the  town  of  Boston 
rhen  he  quitted  it,  and  that  if  there  was 
to  convention  between  him  and  general 
V^adungton,  he  was  answerable  to  go- 
emment  for  having  acted  contrary  to 
heir  system  of  the  war,  in  not  burning 
be  town.  The  marquis  made  a  variety  m 
pointed  remarks  on  the  measures  of  go* 
ernment,  and  said  the  Oazette  of  Satur- 
linr  last  was  ridiculous  as  well  as  impro- 
lable.  That  the  following  the  fiction  re* 
stive  to  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  with 
he  article  appointing  lord  and  general 
rXowe  commissioners  for  restorioff  peace 
o  Amorica,  was  so  palpAly  oideidated  to 
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amuse  th^  reader,  that  it  was  hnpossiblo 
to  peruse  it  with  a  serious  countenance. 
His  lordship  urged  the  folly  of  decelvio^ 
the  public,  as  well  as  the  criminality  m 
soch  conduct,  and  most  heartily  seconded 
the  duke's  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Effinglum  contended,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  evacuation  of 
Boston  to  have  been  elected  without  a  con* 
vention,  observing  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  thought  general  Howe  merited  great 
praise  for  having  preserved  the  troops  at 
any  rate.  His  lordship  had  conversed 
with  several  officers,  and  they  all  agreed 
with  hun  in  opinion,  that  it  was  impossible 
under  the  cannonade  of  the  provincials  from 
Dordiester  Heights  to  have  embarked  the 
troops  without  most  dreadful  slaughter; 
he  tnerefore  believed,  that  there  was  an 
article  of  capitulation  between  the  two  ge- 
nerals, otherwise  wh  v  not  bum  the  town, 
which  might  have  Seen  so  much  more 
easily  effected  than  any  other  town,  as, 
while  in  possession  of  it,  the  houses  might 
have  been  filled  with  combustibles.  He 
asked  whether  the  lords  in  office  could 
say,  general  Howe  and  the  troops  were 
now  in  Halifax  I  How  were  they  sure  the 
wind  and  waves,  which  no  administration 
could  command,  had  not  sent  them  to  An* 
tigua?  and  even  if  they  had  arrived  at 
Halifax,  he  feared  there  was  not  time  to 
fortify  it.  It  was  well  known  to  be  a  new 
built  town,  the  houses  only  of  wood,  and 
the  fortification  alight.  Besides,  15,000 
of  the  provincial  arm  v  might  have  marched 
there  from  Boston  after  eeneral  Howe  had 
quitted  that  town,  and  have  possessed 
themselves  of  Halifax  before  the  transports 
with  our  troops  arrived.  And  if  that  were 
not  the  case,  where  was  the  provision  for 
our  troops,  when  in  Halifax  ?  He  believed 
we  should  stiU  be  obliged  to  feed  them 
from  Leadenhall  market. — His  lordship 
declared  he  was  a  warm  advocate  for  the 
motion. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  said  he  had  ofteft 
given  the  House  his  opinion  that  the  war 
with  America  was  unnatural,  oppressive, 
and  big  with  ruin  to  both  countries.  He 
had  now  only  to  say  a  few  words  in  sup* 
port  of  a  motion  which  he  thought  highly 
necessary.  After  observing  on  the  various 
blunders  and  contradictory  orders  of  go- 
vernment respecting  sir  Peter  Parker's 
fleet,  and  otner  matters,  he  urged  the 
cruelty  of  taxing  the  subjects  here,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  destruc- 
tive war.  He  said  he  knew  of  no  luxury 
in  fioaoce  but  the  articles  of  foreign  im« 


TheDoke  ofMancheHtr,  after  enbigiiy 
upon  the  impropriety  of  refuMngamiir 
meat  the  necessary  infonaatioD»  ttUkid 
the  noble  lord  for  his  aroendmeitfy  de* 
dariae  it  was  indifferent  to  bim  wUck 
way  the  motion  was  put.  His  grace  dm 
read  some  extracts  of  a  letter  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, giving  an  account  of  the  streagdiy 
unanimity,  and  firmness  of  the  Amencaoi. 

The  Duke  of  BoUon  spoke  in  support  of 
the  motion*  as  amended.  Hb  grioeie- 
marked,  that  we  had  iumtAed  Ansrioi 
with  the  ammunition  they  now  used  sgiisit 
us;  nay,  the  very  mortar  which  they  fired 
at  Dorchester  Heights  was  taken  by  die 
Americans  in  a  vend  sent  by  the  Boari 
of  Ordnance  to  Boston.  His  grace  adbd 
how  that  vessel  came  to  be  dispsuM 
from  hence  unarmed,  and  was  severe  on 
administration  respecting  that  partionliK^ 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  explained  die 
matter,  by  saying  that  the  vessel  oo  bond 
of  which  the  mortar  was  sent  to  AmericSi 
sailed  under  convoy  of  a  nnan  of  war ;  tbet 
she  was  separated  in  a  gale  of  wind,*^ 
so  became  a  capture  to  the  rdiek.  H» 
lordship  begBea  it  might  be  remembend 
that admiralShuldham deserved  hissbse 
of  the  praise  due  on  the  safe  embsrioiioB 
of  the  troops  on  the  evacuation  of  Boet<a, 
as  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  admint^ 
proper  disposition  of  the  transports  fa- 
voured the  embarkation,  which  in  all  pnk 
hability  wta  concerted  and  effiscted  bribe 
concurring  advice  and  care  of  the  laad  ni 
sea  commander. 

The  House  divided :  Contents  !27 ;  Noa- 
contents  64*. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr,  te- 
bridge's  Motion  for  continuing  Amgri» 
upon  the  samefooting  of  ffiving  anigrat* 
ing  Money  as  Ireland,']  May  10>  M& 
Satobridge  TLord  Mayor)  moved,  ''  Tbtt 
his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America  be  cee- 
tinued  upon  the  same  footing  of  giving  isi 
granting  their  money,  as  his  Msjeity^ 
subjects  in  Ireland  are,  by  their  o««  n- 
presentatives."  He  said,  there  was  oe 
necessity  for  going  into  a  long  diecunas 
of  the  state  of  America,  or  the  cooseqoeocci 
which  might  be  expected  from  our  obtfi* 
nately  persisting  to  coerce  them,  wbicbbe 
ventured  to  foretd  we  should  never  be 
able  to  effect.  Powerfiil  as  those  motirsj 
might  appear  to  persons  who  Q'^'**^ 
right  only  by  the  probable  success  of » 
fecting  wrong ;  the  equity  and  juitice  rf 
the  English  nation,  he  hoped,  wouid  be 
called  forth  hj  reaaopa  of  a  difaeatm* 
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portation ;  that  the  new  taxes  on  cards,^ 
dice,  newspapers,  &c.  were  taxes  on  indus- 
try ;  taxes  which  the  nation  would  feel  to 
be  ibjuriqus  and  opp^esstve,  notwithstand- 
ing ev^ry  -fiow  thrown  over  them  by  a  col- 
lection of  plausible  words.  He  adverted 
further  to  the  minister's  speech  in  the 
other  House  on  the  opening  of  the 
Budget,  and  asserted  that  Dr.  Price's  ac- 
count of  our  real  situation  in  point  of  na^ 
tional  wealth;  was  just  and  accurate. 
With  regard  to  putting  Halifax  into  a  state 
of  defence,  he  asked,  why  at  this  time  ^  it 
needed  such  a  measure  ?  Why  was  it  not 
in  a  state  of  defence  before  ?  His  lordship 
laughed  at  the  form  of  words  used  by  a 
noble  lord  in  office,  who  had  said  that  ge- 
neral Howe  only  ^  shifted  a  position,'' 
and  shewed  that  the  description  of  the 
King's  troops  evacuating  Boston  by  no 
means  agreed  with  the  eommon  use  of 
that  phrase.  After  pointing  out  the  want 
of  judgment  conspicuous  in  administration, 
his  lordship  declared  he  entirely  approved 
of  the  motion* 

Lord  fVeymouth  took  advantage  of  the 
arguments  of  opposition,  by  saying  that  it 
told  exceedingly  in  favour  of  general  Howe 
that  a  noble  lord  bred  to  the  military  pro- 
fession wondered  at  his  having  been  able 
to  bring  off  the  troops  without  loss ;  and 
that  another  lord  had  said  the  embarkation 
was  managed  as  easily  as  the  changing  of 
quarters  of  a  regiment  stationed  in  time 
of  peace  in  a  country  town  in  England. 
His  lordship  gave  his  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion, declaring  he  thought  it  highly  im- 
proper. 

Lord  Ravensvoorth  insisted,  that  the 
public  had  a  right  to  full  information 
relative  to  every  matter  of  fiact,  and 
cited  various  precedents  in  the  Secre- 
taryship of  lord  Chatham,  to  shew  it  was 
always  customary  to  publish  the  entire 
letters  sent  from  the  commanders  on  such 
occasions  in  the  London  Gazette.  His 
,  lordship  declared  he  thought  it  right  to 
keep  the  intentions  of  government,  as  to 
any  future  matters,  a  secret ;  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  words  **  so  far  as  do  not 
relate  to  the  intended  operations  of  the 
present  campaign,"  be  added  to  the  mo- 
tion, by  way  of  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  objected  equally  to 
the  aaaendments  as  to  the  original  motion : 
his  lordship  explained  what  he  had  said 
relative  to  the  putting  Halifax  into  a 
state  of  defence,  by  declaring  it  was  al- 
ready in  a  state  of  defence,  but  not 
so  effectuallj  as  general  Howe  would 
sender  it. 
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are.  He  trusted  that  sentiment  would 
iffect  what  nothing  but  sKort-sighled  in- 
erest  could  obstruct ;  and  that  every  part 
if  this  wide-extended  empire  would  ex- 
perience the  happy  consequences  of  a  mild, 
iree,  and  benign  government.  He  con- 
temned the  conduct  of  administration  in 
trong  terms.  He  urged  them  either  to 
ccept  of  preliminaries  for  peace  with 
Lmerica,  from  the  wisdom  and  industry 
f  individuals  in  the  legislature,  out  of 
iffice,  or  to  substitute  other  preliminaries 
if  their  own  framing,  which  should  be 
Qore  ju|t  and  salutary.  He  believed,  that 
¥en  the  sanguine  abettors  of  government 
iow  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  exacting  a 
evenue  from  British  America  without  a 
nrliamentary  representation.  His  con- 
tituents  had  recommended  to  bim  this 
reposition;  it  coincided  with  his  own 
BDtiments ;  and  it  was  therefore  with  the 
itmost  satisfaction  he  stood  up  to  acquit 
ioaself  of  the  first  duty  of  a  delegate  in 
wrliament,  the  conVeying  the  wishes  of 
hose  by  whose  suffrages  he  had  been 
ieputed. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  seconded  the 
Dotion,  and  said,  if  the  present  opportu- 
ity  of  conciliating  our  disputes  with 
Lmerica  was  neglected,  we  should  never 
lave  another.  He  recommended  coming 
J  some  resolution  which  might  convince 
lie  people  of  .that  country,  that  we  did  not 
lean  to  make  slaves  oif  them,  but  hold 
hem  as  peaceful,  useful,  and  obedient 
objects. 

^  Mr.  Vvner  was  not  for  offering  any  con- 
litions  of  peace  while  an  Amencan  had  a 
ausket  on  his  shoulder. 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell  called  on  govern- 
lent  to  act  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
be  responsibility  of  their  stations.  The 
ives  01  their  countrymen,  the  lives  per- 
laps  of  their  dearest  friends,  the  safety  of 
be  empire,  depended  upon  their  imme- 
iflte  resolves.  Are  our  ministers  bent  on 
rar  without  a  possible  termination  ?  or  on 
rliat  issue  would  they  wish  to  rest  the 
on^tct  between  the  two  nations  ?  Would 
hey  chine  the  full  extent  of  the  field 
gainst  a  peopled  continent  of  that  im- 
nense  magnitude  ?  or  rather  offer  to  con- 
ract  their  battle,  as  was  done  by  our 
Inward  the  3rd  in  the  French  wars,  to  a 
ew  score  of  select  warriors  ;  and  they 
tieraselves  in  person  demand  the  lists 
igainst  an  equal  number  of  the  American 
congress?  rerhaps,  upon  mature  consi- 
ieration,  they  had  best  decide  the  supe- 
ioritj  in  the  same  manner  Uiat  tho  natives 


of. Rome  did  against  the  Albans:  for,  if 
even  two  of  the  ministerial  champions 
should  fidl  before  one  of  their  three  anta- 
gonists, tbere  may  still  be  left  a  third  who, 
when  it  comes  to  a  running  fight,  shall  out- 
victory  the  last  of  the  Horatii.  It  mighty 
probably,  in  a  few  days,  be  recommended 
to  both  Houses,  in  a  certain  speech,  to  go 
down  into  their  respective  counties,  and 
inculcate  harmony  and  good  order ;  for  his 
part,  he  declared,  that  he  should  consider 
acquiescence  under  the  present  measure! 
of  a  m6st  infernal  administration,  as  un- 
worthy a  British  soul,  and  highly  criminaL 

Mr.  liigby  said,  that  he  should,  till  the 
colonists  submitted,  acouit  himself  of  his 
duty,  by  openly  avowmg  a  firm  perse- 
verance m  the  same  hostile  measures  which 
he  had  supported  from  the  beginning. 

Lord  Irnham  exceedingly  disapproved 
of  the  treatment  the  first  magistrate  of  the 
greatest  city  in  the  world  was  now  re- 
ceiving firom  administration  ;  at  a  time  too, 
when  he  was  delivering  the  sentiments  of 
the  better  part  of  the  subjects  of  this  com- 
mercial empire;  who  in  a  struggle  for 
illegal  and  unattainable  claims,  were  not 
inclined  madly  to  risk  every  thing  that  a 
wise  people  could  hold  essential  to  renown 
or  prosperity.  However  defective  the 
constitution -of  Ireland  might  be  in  some 
respects,  yet  the  power  of  taxing  them- 
selves was  sufficiently  perfect  for  a' ground- 
work of  conciliation  with  America,  if  im« 
mediately  proffered. 

Mr.  Burke  took  a  review  of  the  mea« 
sures  pursued  by  administration  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session.  He  called 
upon  lord  North  to  tell  a  single  act  that 
had  been  done  within  that  period.  Hia 
lordship,  it  was  tnie,  might  say,  that  he 
had  voted  ten  millions  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people.  He  might  boast  that  he 
had  taken  20,000  Germans  into  pay,  and 
turned  our  British  transport  vessels  into 
German  hospitals.  He  might  desire  the 
rispresentatiyes  of  the  nation  to  tell  their- 
constituents,  that  in  return  for  such  lavish 
grants,  new  taxes  had  been  laid  on  them, 
and  a  4«.  land-tax  rendered  perpetual. 
He  might  inform  them  that  America  bad 
100,000  men  in  arms ;  that  every  governor 
from  Halifax  to  Florida  was  driven  to  seek 
protection  on  board  his  Majesty's  ships  of 
war;  and  to  conclude  the  narrative,  he 
might  instruct  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  carry  a  sufficient  number  of 
Gazettes  down  to  the  bountry,  and  when 
questioned  about  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Americai  desire  ihem  to  peruse  those 
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tracte  of  trath,  tad  lauiieh  forth  ia  tha 
highait  eacoBuams  oa  tha  aulitary  cob- 
duct  of  gaoaral  Howey  and  tha  bvavery  of 
tha  troops  uader  his  comaiand.  He  next 
xapreheadad  the  minuter  on  hie  conduct 
raepacting  tha  Nova  Scotia  duties;  and 
aaid,  that  frTourita  meagure  from  which 
aucb  salutary  consequences  were  expected, 
was  sufiered  to  come  to  nothing,  thouch 
be  pledged  himself  to  the  House,  that  be 
would  bring  in  a  Bill  framed  on  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  petition  from  the 
speaker  and  house  of  assembly  of  that 
provincet  He  next  turned  to  the  com- 
Biission  granted  to  lord  Howe  and  his 
brother,  for  restoring  peace  and  granting 
pardons  to  the  people  of  America^  and 
aaid,  that  those  gentlemen,  however  high 
^y  stood  in  respect  to  their  respective 
frofessions,  were  by  no  means  calculated 
far  carrying  into  execution  the  profeised 
cl^fots  oif  that  commission ;  but  allowing 
Hhat  they  were  ever  so  able,  he  contendec^ 
that  the  King  could  not  grant  them  a 
aingle  power  which  would  enable  them  to 
treat  with  the  provincials.  The  idea  was 
as  absurd  as  it  was  delusive.  The  ques- 
tion was  taxaticNu.  Could  tbey  give  it  up  ? 
The  King  himself  had  no  such  power,  he 
could  not  dierefoie  delegate  it.  He  might 
grant  nardons,  so  might  the  admiral  and 
gsnerati  and  that  was  all*  And  he  doubted 
not,  but  they  would  grant  pardons  as 
soon  as  they  were  asked ;  but  who  were  to 
sua  for  them  was  mora  than  ha  could  ven- 
ture to  foreteK 

Mr.  Hartietfp  The  motion  which  has 
been  made  to  you  tp-di^,  comes  with  the 
best  recommendation  that  any  proposition 
can  come  with  to  this  House*  I  mean  the 
lecommeadation  of  that  great  and  most 
respectable  body  the  city  of  London.  The 
worthy  magistrate  who  has  made  It^  has 
supported  it  so  ably,  that  tiiere  is  very 
Uttle  ociiasion  to  detain  you  long  upon 
the  subject.  The  friends  to  peace  ana  to 
America  have  been  incessant  in  their  en- 
deavours to  suggest  evefy  possible  chance 
of  accommadation.  But  administration 
continues  deaf  to  every  entrea^.  We 
must,  I  fear,  content  ourselvesi  without 
prospect  of  success,  only  to  li^  in  ouf 
continual  protests  against  tha  present  vin- 
dictive measures.  My  hon«  friend  near 
me  (Mr.  Burke)  has  in  this  session  oft  red 
to  you  a  proposition,  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent, under  another  shape^  viz.  Uiat  of^his 
Conciliatory  Bill,  which  you  have  re- 
jected.   1  myself  did  (rouhlo  tha  Bouse 


likewise,  with  soma  propasitienassitedts 
the  very  terms  dedaasd  by  sdmisiHimiun 
at  the  opening  of  the  sasnsn;  fis.  tkt 
the  colonies  should  ba  rtj^ed  to  Mr 
situation  in  176S,  if  the  honour  sfgovws* 
ment  could  be  sheltered  in  the  ittatL 
For  the  sake  of  peace,  therefore,  I  M 
propose  a  test  of  conpromise,  bj  sn  so- 
ceptance  on  the  part  of  the  oolonirti,  d 
an  act  of  parliamaiit,  whidi  ihgald  isf 
the  fbundatioo  for  the  extirpation  of  tka 
horrid  custom  of  steveiyintheaevworiL 
No  one  can  think  it  less  expedient  dmil 
do,  for  a  British  legislature^ attbediaam 
•of  S»CKX>  Bsilesy  to  mterfere  in  the  intend 
police  of  America,  in  which  we  mhI  m 
the  best  be  ignorant^  and  of  wliiok  m 
only  inibnnatian mast  dome  thrsagiip» 
tid  hands.  My  motkm  tharttoeviiiBOt 
with  any  view  to  be  dcawn  into  amfk^ 
but  simply  as  an  Act  of  camprowiw  ai 
reconciliation ;  and  as  far  as  it  wasaliph 
lative  Act,  it  was  still  to  bavebeoii^ 
plied  in  correetiog  the  laws  of  sbtoya 
America,  which  I  considered  as  repi^Ht 
to  the  laws  of  the  realm  of  Englsadtad 
to  the  fbndaiaentals  of  our  contitBliaa 
Such  a  compromise  would  at  tbe  ■■• 
time  have  saved  the  national  hooour.  I 
likewise  took  the  liberty  a  seeoad  tioM  m 
this  session,  to  suggest  to  the  Hosieife 
proposition  of  pu^g  the  cotoaioiiftB 
the  footing  of  keland,  with  regard  to  th 
right  of  giving  and  granting  thsir  mb 
money,  and  to  give  them  securi^  ii 
their  charters  should  be  maintaiBed  a* 
violable.  The  proposition  of  puttiag  tkn 
upon  the  footing  of  Ireland^  as  eipmcd 
in  the  motion  of  this  day,  has  oolyrajpeet 
to  that  one  attide  of  being  nuaten  d 
their  own  grants  of  money,  in  saivcrts 
a  land  of  objection  which  has  been  Kfltei, 
that  if  we  had  not  a  right  of  taxing  daffi 
such  an  exemption  would  conititole  n 
imperium  iii  imperio*  Tbo  caaeoflnkd 
is  therefore  adduced  as  kn  aigaaMDtMd 
example  in  point.  Unhappily  for  as,  S^ 
all  these  propositions  have  been  isjcm 
upon  the  pnnciple  of  requiring  aacoai* 
tional  submission,  previous  to  saytraV 
or  proposition  for  reconciliation.— If  ■* 
nistry  refuse  their  assent  to  theprofMO* 
tion,  which  they  are  now  called  npca  tt 
accept  aa  confonmMe  to  the  smnt  ad 
substance  of  lord  Hillsborough's  ktter ;  i 
will  be  a  fbrraal  declaration  to  Aaondi 
that  they  most  never  tmst  to  miniiisfai 
promises,  but  look  to  thenodfei  far 
safety. 
TheHooMdindMl:  Yc«33;M<eilU« 


957] 


^fiit  lA)fd  H^Mri  Imh'MHhhi* 


A.  D.  17?«. 


[laM 


D^fe  in  the  Commwu  dm  Omeral  C^n* 
my^s  Motion  Jbr  tke  InsirucHons  givon  I0 
'aord  and  General  Htme^  reepeding  the 
^ing^s  Amefkmn  Subjecis  netao  in  Amu*2 
lay  22.  General  CkmvMy.  I  an  to  apo- 
sgize  to  the  Hoose  for  *th^  introdueaon 
fa  motion  at  this  iate  period  of  the  ms- 
ioD ;  but  the  akmhig  and  dreadful  skua- 
ion  of  this  country  compels  ne  to  trouble 
ou.  The  House  knows  I  am  not  pro« 
iaaeedly  a  motion  maker,  but  content  ny- 
Blf  with  that  line  of  humble  duty  in  whidi 
ay  abilities^  situation,  and  temper,  neoes- 
itaily  limit  my  conduct.  Wnet  shall  I 
ay.  Sir,  there  is  but  one  moment  between 
ius  great  country  and  destruction !  I  wish 
9  seize  ft ;  the  urgencies  of  this  crisis  win 
«  my  apology  to  the  House.  I  am  no 
SMTtiean,  nor  indiscriminate  opposer  of 
;ov«rB«ient,  except  in  this  point.  The 
yasette  informs  me,  that  commissioners 
lord  Howe  and  his  brother)  are  to  be 
ielegated  with  powers  to  treat  with  Ame- 
ica  for  peace.  I  am  not  to  learn  that 
rith  enemies  in  general,  the  King  is  the 
ole  arbiter  of  peace  and  war ;  but  with 
WK  fellow  subjects,  where  privyeges  are 
o  be  granted  or  concessions  made,  I  doubt 
rhether  it  can  be  done  wHbout  the  pre- 
ious  consent  of  parliameiit.  It  may  be 
A>jecled  that  the  King  may  treat  ana  you 
iterwards  ratify  what  is  done:  but  are 
^ou  certain  that  America  will  trust  you  \ 
Vhy  not  adopt  the  surer  road  I  Specify 
be  terms  upon  which  you  will  treat :  if 
hey  are  fair  and  cofistftutional,  and  the 
Americans  refuse  to  accommodate  difer- 
Bces,  you  will  thereby  dissolve  every 
egal  combination  by  putting  yourselves  in 
he  rifffat.  Besides,  methinks  there  is 
oroewhat  due  to  this  House,  some  infor- 
aation,  some  attention  usual  in  those 
ases.  Will  you  give  up  taxation  entirely  ? 
>ne  noble  lord  in  the  cabinet  says,  yes ; 
nother  no.  Is  this  House  agreed  upon 
i  I  If  you  are,  specify  it  fairly  and  open- 
f ;  if  not,  in  God's  name,  how  can  lord 
lowe  treat  upon  that  essential  point, 
rhere  from  the  disunion  of  ministers  and 
liffisrence  of  opinion  in  this  House  nothing 
certain  can  be  offered.  Why,  Sir,  was 
Hit  the  earl  of  HilIsl>brough's  Letter  a  so^ 
emn  renunciation  of  the  right  of  taxation  > 
Nas  not  his  Majesty's  name  pledged  for 
he  performance  ?  Yes.  Was  it  ratified 
m  their  part  ?  Did  not  all  the  governors 
»f  Araenca,  did  not  lord  Bottetourt  say 
hat  the  ministers  were  not  immortal,  but 
hat  to  his  dying  day  he  shouild  consider 
Sreat  Brkain  as  pledged  to  rriinquish  it^ 


and  this  to  the  assenMy  of  Virginia;  tmA 
the  same  lan^ua^e  held  also  to  all  the 
other  assembhes  in  America.  I  know  h 
has  been  said  that  those  who  vpokt  and 
wrote  agttnst  taxation  in  America,  were  m 
fection  consisting  of  such  persons  as  were 
disafiected  to  government;  but  I  have 
sttffident  reason  to  convince  nae  tiiat  they 
cave  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Ame^ 
nca  in  general.  I  remember  particularly 
to  have  seen  about  that  tim^  a  manuscript 
written  by  the  kte  governor  of  Massachu* 
setts  Bay,  governor  Hutchinson  I  mean, 
who,  I  bdieye,  will  not  be  suspected  of 
being  unfriendly  to  government ;  contain* 
ing  very  sensibfe  ,aiid  unanswerable  argu- 
ments again  passing  the  Stamp- Act,  and 
which  shewed,  to  his  honour,  lliat  he  waa 
a  ftiend  to  his  country  as  well  as  to  go^ 
vemment.  In  the  earl  of  HiHsboroum'a 
letter,  if  I  understand  the  Englidi  ni« 
gnage ;  if  I  understand  common  sentfe ; 
there  is  the  strongest  renundatioB  of  the 
right  of  taxation.  But  America  was  de* 
oeived ;  and  how  all  these  troubles  arose 
afterwards  the  present  ministers  can  tell 
you.  The  appkeation  of  this  transaction 
IS,  that  they  will  not  be  duped  by  niton* 
nistration  again ;  that  no  other  terms  than 
those  proposed  and  specified  by  parlia- 
ment, will  be  considered  as  the  gromida 
of  peace  by  America. 

1  have  the  best  authority  for  what  I 
say,  *^  Nothing  but  terms  held  out  by  par- 
liament will  do.''  The  noble  lord  (North) 
held  in  this  .House  the  same  laneuage  last 
Februaiy  unon  liis  conciliator^  pfoposi- 
tioo :  but  if^  yon  are  still  agreed  that  no- 
thing but  uBconditiona!  submission  will 
do,  I  have  no  more  to  say  7— throw  away  * 
the  scabbard  !<~but  I  hope  it  is  not  so  ^^ 
the  wisest  of  men,  the  wisest  of  nations 
have  treated,  have  receded,  granted  the 
concessions  asked  by  rebellious  su^ects* 
What  did  the  Romans  do  in  the  Social 
War  ?  What  did  Philip  of  Spain  ?  Was  he 
not  obliged  at  last  to  accede  to  their 
terms?  What  did  Louts  14  oflfer marshal 
Turenne  when  in  actual  rebellion  f  What 
instances  in  your  own  civil  wars  ?  What 
does  Whitelocke  tell  you  of  the  nroposi- 
tiens  made  by  the  king  ?  Don't  tell  me  o€ 
the  late  Scotch  rebellion.  Is  there  ho  dif- 
ference? Could  you  treat  with  themf 
Could  you  divide  the  crown  or  give  it  up  i 
Could  you  have  had  two  kings  of  Brent- 
ford upon  the  throne  ?  The  comparison  is 
ridiculous,  and  unworthy  of  a  serious  refu- 
tation. But  are  not  these  rebels  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind}   Who  is  there  among  you. 
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Chat  would  not  combat  any  power  upon 
earth,  invadine  in  the  same  manner  your 
privileges  and  riehts? — ^men  defending 
against  the  arm  of  power,  what  God  and 
nature  have  given  them,  and  no  human 
power  can  justly  wrest  from  them;  the 
glorious  privileges  of  the  Revolution ; 
those  Whig  principles  which  would  in 
other  days  have  excited  this  country  to 
universal  opposition*  There  is  some  dif- 
ference^  I  hope,  to  be  made;  some  al- 
lowance for  men  engaged  in  such  a  cause. 
The  language  of  administration,  of  uncon« 
ditional  submission,  driven  out  as  you  are 
from  every  port  in  America,  does  not  be- 
come you ;  it  is  the  language  of  vengeance 
and  not  of  sense;  of  violence,  not  of  rea- 
son ;  of  passion,  and  not  of  common  sense. 
The  idea  of  foreign  danger  may  be  thought 
Tisionary ;  but  are  not  France  and  Spain 
Arming  ?  Could  they  find  a  better  oppor- 
tunity? Would  it  be  their  interest  that 
you  should  conquer  America  ?  How  would 
such  a  force  as  you  must  have  affect  their 
fears  ?  Is  not  the  French  ministry  changed? 
Is  not  the  queen  thought  to  have  great  in- 
fluence in  that  court,  and  in  the  new  ar- 
rangement ?  Who  is  her  great  friend  ?  M. 
Choiseul.  Who  is  the  avowed  enemy  of 
this  country  ?  M.  Choiseul.  Who  is  the 
lover  of  war?  M.  Choiseul.  The  assu- 
rances of  the  pacific  .intentions  of  those 
powers,  are  told  to  you ;— who  made  them  ? 
—-the  last  or  Xhe  present  administration  ? 
What  reliance  can  you  have  upon  them  ? 
IVhy,  Sir,  I  know  a  brave  man,  and  as 
good  an  officer  as  any  in  France;  he 
held  the  same  language  to  me :  and  yet 
this  very  gentleman,  M.  D'Ennery,  is 
now  sent  out  with  an  additional  force  to 
the  French  West-India^islands^^I  move, 
**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  M ajestjT,  praying  that  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  so  much  of  the  Instruc- 
tions given  to  the  lord  Tiscount  Howe  and 
general  Howe,  his  Majesty's  commission- 
ers, as  relates  to  the  Conditions  on  which 
it  is  proposed  to  make  peace  with,  or  re- 
ceive the  Submissions  of,  his  Majesty's 
American  subjects  now  in  arms." 
•  Lord  John  Cavendish  spoke  in  high 
commendation  of  lord  and  general  Howe, 
as  officers,  but  said  they  have  now  got  a 
character  which  they  are  intire  strangers 
to,  the  filling  of  which,  even  if  the  nature 
of  the  business  would  permit,  he  much 
doubted  whether  they  were  equal  to; 
however,  he  would  never  find  fault  with 

any  nieana  that  would  iietde  the  reahn  in 

U 


peace.  He  owned  he  doubted  that  thii 
could  not  be  done  without  the  tnterpoii- 
tion  of  parliament ;  and  therefore  miutbe 
of  opinion  that  the  instructioDS  oogjit  to 
be  communicated. 

Lord  Ncrih  did  not  object  to  the  no* 
tion  on  account  of  the  late  period  of  the 
session.  His  objection  was  direct  Be 
would  oppose  the  communication  of  uj 
instructions  previous  to  their  execatioi, 
unless  there  was  something  spedai  in  die 
case.  He  never  was  of  opinioa  that  m 
rebels  were  to  be  treated  with;  his  opi- 
nion always  was,  that  Jf  Great  Britamvai 
likely  to  draw  any  benefits  from  any  trestj, 
he  could  see  no  objection  or  diflcresoe 
whether  it  was  with  &  foreign  enenj  or 
with  rd)els,  with  armed  rebels  or  wiA 
those  who  had  laid  down  their  wm. 
Those  who  think  we  had  better  gire  op 
our  rights ;  because  some  rival  state  lUf 
interpose  against  our  maintaining  thca^ 
think  meaner  of  our  own  strength  mi 
power  than  I  feel  it  to  be;. and  more  obf 
justly  of  such  foreign  states  than  we  hi«e 
any  reason  to  do.  Taking  the  propostiv 
in  general,  we  ought  always  to  be  upoo 
our  guard  against  our  rivals,  and  so  (»  to 
fear  them ;  out  in  this  case  there  is  m 
fear.  Although  he  cannot  think,  lad 
wonders  how  any  person  who  has  ever 
been  entrusted  to  act  with  the  poventf 
government  can  think,  that  the  modei^ 
which  any  commissioner  may  be  iBStrucn 
to  carry  any  powers  into  executioo,  dat 
the  secret  situation  of  persons  and  thiogs 
that  the  springs  and  motives  sbooldke 
made  public ;  yet  he  has  no  objectioo  to 
the  laying  the  powers  themselves  befait 
parliament  and  the  public.  The  act  d 
parliament  doth  in  general  prescribe  fb' 
they  must  ,be,  and  the  coramissioQ  ff^ 
such  only  as  that  act  authorizes. 

Mr.  Burke.  The  noble  lord  has  not  aoif 
refused  to  give  the  instructions,  but  aho 
to  give  any  reason  why  he  will  not  T^ 
noble  lord  made,  indeed,  an  exceptioD  is 
his  refusal,  and  did  allow  there  rai^t  be 
a  special  case  in  which  such  previous  coa* 
munication  might  be  requisite :  but  if  thi 
special  case,  as  stated  by  the  hon*  mover,  ii 
not  that  special  case,  his  lordship's  caodetf 
might  have  spared  itself  the  trouble  of  thi^ 
exception,  for  there  never  can  be  aaf 
special  case  wherein  such  commookatioa 
can  be  proper.  1  do  justice,  however,  n 
the  nrinciples  of  the  noble  lord,  la  <P^ 
of  all  violence  which  he  is  drawn  todot^ 
them,  he  has  again  relapsed  into  bis  M* 
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He  is  willing  to  give  up  taxation :  he  has 
DO  objection  to  treating,  or  at  least  to 
conferring  irith  rebels ;  with  rebels  with- 
OQt  exception,  whether  with  arms  in  th^ir 
hands,  or  after  they  laid  down  their  arms. 
Although  he  will  not  tell  this  House  what 
the  terms  to  be  offered  or  accepted  are, 
yet  to  talk  of  conferring  without  some  in- 
structions on  what  terms  the  persons  con- 
ferring are  to  meet,  is  downright  nonsense. 
Some  conditions  are  therefore  in  embryo^ 
at  least :  but  then  how  is  this  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  doctrine  of  another  npblelord, 
who,  it  is  said,  has  the  lead  in  these  Ame- 
rican measures  ^  He  can  admit  no  preli- 
minary but  unconditional  submission.    Be- 
tween the  jarring  opinions  of  ministers 
themselves,  the  object  of  the  war,  or  the 
ends  of  peace,  have  never  yet  been  clearly 
fixed.    In  the  very  session  in  which  un- 
conditional submission  seemed  to  predo- 
minate and  become  the  fixed  object  of  the 
war ;  in  the  very  session,  in  which,,  afler 
many  puzzling  and  perplexed  clashings,  a 
revenue  seemed  to  be  the  end  aimed  at ; 
In  that  very  session,  this  ministry  have 
aent  out  commissioners  to  give  up  taxation 
and  all  expectation  of  a  revenue,  and  to 
make  peace  without  any  notion  of  condi- 
tions.   So  far  from  expecting  that  the 
rebels  should  lay  down  their  arms^  they 
are  to  treat;   I  will  not  use   the  word 
*  confer'  ( I  detest  all  quibbles  unworthy 
the  lowest  petty-fogging  attorney)  they 
are  to  treat  with  rebels,  whether  they  lay 
down  their  arms,  or  meet  them  in  arms 
smd  array  of  arms.     He  then,  with  much 
wit,  described  these  double  commissioners 
warring  and  treating,  offering  pardops  both 
general  and  special  when  they  were  beat, 
and  plundering  and  carrying  fire  and  de- 
vastation into  those  quarters  where  they 
were  to  give  peace. 

Mr.  Vyiier  declared,  that  the  landed 
gentlemen. came  into  these  measures,  in 
support  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  realm, 
and  in  expectation  of  tl  revenue  from 
America,  in  aid  of  the  common  burthen. 
The  refusal  of  which,  was  the  first  step 
to  revolt  in  the  Americans :  and  the  esta- 
blishing of  which,  was  the  determined  ob- 
ject of  the  war.  That  in  these  expectfr> 
tioDS,  they  had  cheerfully  come  into  the 
granting  every  supply  which  had  been  de- 
manded ;  but  he  now  found  they  had  been 
amused;  that  they  had  been  led  into  a 
fine  scrape ;  for  all  these  were  now  to  be 

5iren  up  without  consulting  parliament. 
*hat  it  was  now  time  to  be  explicit;  it 
iraa  now  time  to  declare^  that  they  could 
tyOL.  XVlH.l 


not  go  on  any  farther  with  such  ministers, 
unless  they  abided  by  the  plan  which 
these  ministers  first  held  out  to  them,  and 
on  which  the  country  gentlemeh  joined 
them. 

Lord  North  said,  taxation  was  not  to  be 
given  up:  it  was  to  be  enforced:  but 
whether  at  present,  or  hereafter,  was  a 
point  of  policy  whicli  the  commissioners 
would  learn,  by  sounding  the  people  upon 
the  spot. 

Mr.  Fox.  According  to  the  noble  lord's 
explanation,  lord  Howe  and  his  brother 
are  to  be. sent  out  as  spies,  not  as/commis^ 
sioners.  On  the  point  of  taxation,  the  in- 
genuity of  the  noble  lord  has  now  recon- 
ciled what  gentlemen  miglit  think  abso* 
lute  contradiction.  Parliament,  on  one 
hand,  pledged  by  lord  Hillsborough,  and 
the  royal  word  on  the  other  were  pledged 
by  lord  Botetort  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, that  1^0  future  tax  shall  be  levied ; 
and  this  promise  is  to  be  kept  sacred. 
Yet,  the  country  gentlemen  are  promised 
a  revenue.  The  tea-duty,  the  only  tax 
you  have,  makes  no  revenue.  Yet  a  re- 
venue must  be  had  from  America ;  and  if 
the  Americans  will  not  of  themselves  give 
a  revenue,  we  must  tax  them,  says  that 
sweet  essence  of  wisdom  the  conciliatory 
motion.  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter  and 
lord  Botetort's  speech,  have  promised, 
even  by  a  sacred  word,  that  we  never  shall 
lay  any  future  taxes.  But  a  revenue  must 
be  had,  and  we  must  tax.  The  object 
Uierefore  of  the  war  is  the  tea-tax,  which 
neitlier  does  or  ever  will  raise  any  revenue. 
But  it  is  a  tax,  and  therefore  according  to 
the  noble  lord's  logic,  we  tax  them.  But 
it  is  no  new  tax,  and  therefore  we  keep 
our  word.  There  cannot  be  a  tax  without 
a  revenue,  and  therefore  the  country  gen* 
tlemen  must  be  satisfied,  for  if  it  does  not 
raise  so  much  as  they  expect,  that  is  not 
the  noble  lord^s  fault.  And  upon  this 
curious  bead-iroll  of  syllogisms,  we  are  to 
prosecute  a  ruinous  war  or  to  make  a 
shameful  peace.  He  then  ridiculed  the 
inconsistency  of  the  two  plans  of  war  and 
treaty ;  and  the  difference  of  rebellions. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Adam,  Mr.  T.  Townshend,  lord  G. 
Germaine,  colonel  Barr6,  and  governor 
Johnstone  bore  a  part,  the  House  divided: 
For  the  motion  85 ;  Against  it  171. 

Mr.  Hartlei/^8  Motion  Jbr  an  Address  to 
the  King  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament^] 
May  23.  Mr.  tiartley  moved  an  Address 
to  his  Majesty.    He  said  that  he  wished 
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to  leave  upon  record  a  testimony  for  him- 
self and  for  his  friends,  of  their  apprehen- 
sions for  the  important  events  of  this  year, 
and  of  their  readiness  to  sacrifice  the  per- 
sonal considerations  of  rural  amusements 
and  relaxations,  to  the  momentous  con- 
cerns of  this  country  and  America.  He 
thought  that  the  unlimited  confidence, 
ivhich  the  House  had  put  in  ministers, 
without  any  materials  of  information  laid 
before  them,  would  ah'enate  the  Americans 
from  the  hopes .  of  reconciliation.  He 
therefore  wished  to  shew  them,  that  they 
still  had  some  friends  left,  who  thought  no 
anxiety  or  labour  too  much,  to  take  the 
least  chance  df  improving  any  favourable 
event  that  might  happen,  towards  the  re- 
storation of  peace.  He  moved,  **  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, setting  forth,  that  his  fiiithful  Com- 
mons, in  compliance  with  the  sentiments 
and  recommendations  of  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Speech  at  the  openmg  of 
the  present  session,  have  been  induced  to 
support  his  Majesty  with  very  great  and 
expensive  armaments  both  by  sea  and 
land,  together  with  many  powers  of  coer- 
cion and  punishment  of  such  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  America  as  are  in  a 
state  of  resistance  to  his  authority :  that 
his  faithful  Commons,  reposing  themselves 
implicitly  upon  the  wisdom  and  niodera- 
'  tion  of  his  Majesty's  counsels,  and  without 
any  communication  of  the  detail  of  matters 
and  transactions  in  America,  either  from 
the  governors  of  the  several  provinces,  or 
the  commanders  of  his  Majesty's  forces, 
or  any  communication  pf  authentic  papers 
from  any  of  the  public  offices  correspond- 
ing with  the  plantations,  which  mignt  be 
explanatory  of  the  views,  tempers,  fiKces, 
connections,  public  proceedings,  number, 
and  disposition,  of  the  persons  discontented 
«nd  in  arms,  have  adopted  measures,  in 
general  confidence  of  the  recommendation 
of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne,  without  specific  materials 
of'  information,  his  Miyesty  not  having 
thought  proper  to  refer  any  such  to  this 
House :  that  his  faithful  Commons,  having 
reposed  a  boundless  trust  in  the  wisdom  (n 
his  Majesty^s  counsels,  think  themselves 
so  much  the  more  bound  to  their  consti- 
tuents, and  to  their  country,  to  watch  that 
the  powers  which  they  have  so  entrusted 
to  his  Majesty,  may  not  be  ignorantly  or 
destructively  applied  by  l^is  mbisters ;  and 
as  the  events  of  this  anxious  and  important 
year  ma;^  probably  be  decisive  to  the 
future  union  and  well-being  of  all  his  Ma* 


jesty 's  dominions ;  and  as  the  advice  of 
parliament  at  the  shortest  notice  ouj  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  sdvstim 
of  these  kingdoms ;  and  as  a  oootinaei 
series  of  unsuccessful  and  onpronind 
events  have  attended  the  execdtioa  of  Im 
Majesty's  counsels  for  many  months  pait, 
from  the  loss  pf  Ticonderoga  to  therelreit 
of  his  Majesty's  fiorces  from  Boston,  wlridi 
seem  to  betray  either  ignonmce  or  cob- 
cealment  of  the  operating  causes,  vhick 
have  produced  such  unexpected  evcili, 
and  whidi  have  occasioned  a  ^eneisl  dii* 
quiettide  and  alarm ;  that  his  fiuMii  Cob- 
mons  humbly  entreat  that  his  Mi^ 
will  be  ^aciously  pleased  not  to  pmnpia 
the  parliament,  but  that  he  will  suffer  te 
to  continue  sitting,  by  adjoaxniDeDt,  dur- 
ing the  summer,  that  th^  may  be  ics^ 
to  receive  from  time  to  tune  soch  inftr- 
nation  of  the  transacdons  in  Ameriaai 
his  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  ky  b» 
fore  tbem^  to  watch  and  provide  foreveiy 
important  event  at  the  earliest  mooMot'* 
it  passed  in  the  n^jative. 

The  Speaker's  Speech  to  UU  Kiagm 
presenting  the  Monev  BiiL]  Msj  & 
The  King  came  to  the  House  of  noi. 
Before  bis  Majesty  passed  the  BOk, 

The  Speaker  addressed  him  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport  : 

*'  May  it  please  your  Majesty; 
'<  Your  Majesty's  faithful  CooiflMMi 
have  in  the  present  session^  passed  tend 
wise,  salutary,  and  necesnry  laws;  p«li* 
cularly  the  law  for  prohibiting  sU  tak 
and  commerce  with  AmericSy  the  lav  ftt 
the  more  speedy  and  effectoal  msmsii 
your  Majesty's  navy,  and  the  Isirtv 
establishing  a  national  militia.  Tour  Mi> 
jesty's  faithful  Commons,  with  equsl  sai- 
duity  and  attention,  have  perfornied  ewj 
duty,  through  a  long  ana  severe  lewiw 
The  business  of  America  has  engrooed  tb 
greatest  part  of  their  attention.  Nothinf 
has  been  wanting  on  their  part  tostreogdiei 
the  hands  of  government ;  they  have  voiri 
the  most  full  and  ample  sapplies.  Cos* 
vinced  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  i^ 
curing  the  subordinate  dependenoe  of 
America,  they  have  cheerfully  co*opefild 
in  every  proposition  for  securing  toe  M} 
of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  that  coosbj, 
and  their  obedience  to  the  letidslift 
power  of  Great  Britain.  Your  Msjeitf^ 
faithful  Commons,  whatever  measorei  ^ 
have  been  taken  for  the  security  of  Mr 
by  a  pr(mer  exertion  of  the  streogtli  d 
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thiB  cmiDtry^  do  not  wish  for  conquestf 
but  for  peace  and  .conciliation.  And, 
trasiing  to  your  Majesty'a  parental  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  eyer^  part  of  the 
empire,  they  have  a  full  reliance  on  your 
Majesty's  wisdom  and  goodniess^  that  the 
iresent  disputes  with  America  will  be 
lapptly  terminated ;  and  poftce  established 
m  so  firm  a  basis,  as  to  prevent  a  return 
»f  the  same  eril  in  times  to  come/' 


The  Kin^i  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Sfifiton.]     His  Majesty  put  an  end  to  the 
Session  with  the  following  Speech : 
**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  The  conclusion  of  the  public  business, 
ind  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  make 
t  proper  for  me<to  give  vou  some  recess ; 
(ut  r  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session 
rithout  assuring  youy  that  the  fresh  in- 
tances  of  your  a&ctionate  attachment  to 
ne,  an^  of  your  steady  attention  and  ad- 
herence to  the  true  interests  of  your  coun- 
ry,  which  you  have  shewn  throughout  the 
rhole  course  of  your  important  ddibera- 
ions»  afford  me  tne  highest  satisfaction. 

**  No  alteration  has  happened  in  the 
late  of  foreign  affairs  since  your  meeting ; 
od  it  is  with  pleasure  I  inform  you»  tluit 
he  assurances  which  I  have  received  of 
be  dispositions  of  the  several  powers  in 
Europe,  promise  a  continuance  of  the  ge- 
leral  tranquillity. 
**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

« It  was  with  real  regret  and  concern 
liat  I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
sking  of  my  faithful  Commons  any  extra- 
rdinary  supplies :  I  thank  you  for  the  rea- 
iness  and  dispatch  with  which  they  have 
een  granted ;  and  they  are  the  more  ac« 
eptable  to  me»  as  you  have  shewn,  in  the 
Banner  of  raising  them,  an  equal  regard 
1  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  and  the 
Bse  of  my^people ;  and  you  may  be  as- 
iredy  that  tne  confidence  you  repose  in 
le  shall  be  used  with  proper  frugality, 
ad  applied  only  to  the  purposes  for  which 
:  was  mtended. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  We  are  engaged  in  a  great  national 
ause,  the  prosecution  of  which  must  ine- 
itably  be  attended  with  many  difficulties, 
ikd  much  expence :  but  when  we  consider 
lat  the  essential  rights  and  interests  of 
le  whole  empire  are  deeply  concerned  in 
le  issue  of  it,  and  can  nave  no  safety  or 
scurity  but  in  that  constitutional  subor- 
iaation  for  which  we  are  contending,  I 
in  conTinced  that  you  will  not  think  any 
rice  tooUgh  for  th^  preservation  of  such 
bjects. 


<•  I  will  still  entertain  a  hope  that  my 
rebellious  subjects  may  be  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  their  errors,  and  that,  by  a  volun- 
tary return  to  their  duty,  they  will  justify 
roe  io  bringing  about  the  favourite  wish  oi 
my' heart,  me  restoration  of  harmony  and 
the  re-establishment  of  order  and  happi- 
ness in  every  part  of  my  domini<ms.  But 
if  a  due  submission  should  not  be  obtained 
from  such  motives  and  such  dispositions 
on  their  part,  I  trus^  that  I  shall  be  able, 
under  the  blessings  of  Providence,  to  ef- 
fectuate it  by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great 
force  with  which  you  have  entrusted  me«^' 

The  Pariiament  was  then  prdrogued  to. 
the  Ist  of  August;  and  was  afterwards 
further  prorogued  to  the  Slst  of  October. 


THIRD  SESSION 

OF    THK 

FOURTEENTH   PARLIAMENT 

OP 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King^s  Speech  on  Openinfr  the 
Session.^  October  81,  1776.  The  King 
came  to  the  House  of  Peers  and  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  Nothing  could  have  aflbrded  tne  so 
much  satisfaction,  as  to  have  been  able  to 
inform  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  session, 
that  the  troubles  which  have  so  long  dis- 
tracted my  colonies  in  North  America 
were  at  an  ^nd;  and  that  my  unhappy 
people,  recovered  from  their  delusion,  had 
delivered  themselves  from  the  oppression 
of  their  leaders,  and  returned  to  their  dutj^. 
But  so  daring  and  desperate  is  the  spirit 
of  those  leaders,  whose  object  has  always 
been  dominion  and  powder,  that  they 
have  now  openly  renounced  all  allegiance 
to  the  crown,  and  all  political  bonnection 
with  this  country:  they  have  rejected, 
with  circumstances  of  indignity  and  insult, 
the  means  of  conciliation  held  out  to  them 
under  the  authority  of  our  commission; 
and  have  presumed  to  set  up  their  rebel- 
lious confederacies  for  independent  states. 
If  their  treason  be  suffered*  to  take  root« 
much  mischief  must  grow  from  it,  to  the 
safety  of  my  loyal  colonies,  to  the  com* 
merce  of  my  kingdoms,  and  indeed  to  the 
present  system  of  all  Europe.  One  great 
advantage,  however,  will  be  derived  from 
the  object  of  the  rebels  being  openly 
avowed,  and  clearly  understood  ;  we  shall 
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have  uoaDimity  at  home,  foanded  in  the 
general  conviction,  of  the  justice  and  ne- 
cessity of  our  measures. 

*'  I  am  happy  to  inform  yoa,  that,  hy 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  on  the 
good  conduct  and  valour  of  my  officers  and 
forces  by  sea  and  land,  and  on  the  zeal 
and  brav&ry  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in  my 
service,  Canada  is  recovered;  and  al- 
though, from  unavoidable  delays,  the 
operations  at  New  York  could  not  begin 
before  the  month  of  August,  the  success 
in  that  province  has  been  so  important  as 
to  give  the  strongest  hopes  of  the  most 
decisive  good  consequences  :  but,  not- 
withstanding this  fair  prospect,  we  must, 
at  all  events,  prepare  for  another  cam- 
paign. 

*^  I  continue  to  receive  assurances  of 
amity  from  the  several  courts  of  Europe ; 
and  am  using  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
conciliate  unhappy  differences  between 
two  neighbouring  powers ;  and  I  still  hope, 
that  all  misunderstandings  may  be  re- 
moved, and  Europe  continue  to  enjoy  the 
inestimable  blessmgs  of  peace:  I  think 
severtheless  that,  in  the  present  situation 
of  affairs,  it  is  expedient  that  we  should 
be  in  a  respectable  state  of  defence  at 
faom^. 
''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

<<  I  will  order  the  Estimates  for  the  en- 
suing year  to  be  laid  before  you.  It  is 
inatter  of  real  concern  to  me,  that  the 
important  considerations  which  I  have 
stated  to  you,  must  necessarily  be  followed 
by  great  expence :  I  doubt  not,  however, 
but  that  my  faithful  Commons  will  readily 
and  cheerfully  grant  me  such  supplies  as 
the  maintenance  of  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  the  vindication  of  the  just  rights  of 
parliament,  and  the  public  welfare,  should 
be  found  to  require. 

•'  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  In  this  arduous  contest  I  can  have  no 
other  object  but  to  promote  the  true  inte- 
rests of  all  my  subjects.  No  people  ever 
enjoyed  more  happiness,  or  Kved  under  a 
milder  government,  than  these  now  re- 
volted provinces:  the  .improvements  in 
every  art,  of  which  they  boast,  declare  it : 
their  nitmbcrs,  their  wealth,  their  strength 
by  sea  and  land,  which  they  think  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  make  head  against  the 
whole  power  of  the  mother  country,  are 
irrefragable  proofs  of  it.  My  desire  is  to 
restore  to  them  the  blessings  of  law  and 
liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  British 
subject,  which  they  have  fatally  and  des- 
perately exciianged  for  all  the  calamities 
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of  war,  and  the  arbitrary  tyiamy  of  thar 
chiefs." 

« 

The  Lordi'  Address  of  ThanktJ]  Hii 
Majesty  having  retired. 

The  Earl  of  CariisU  said,  diat  fac  rm 
with  great  reluctance,  knowing  his  own  in- 
capacity cither  to  take  the  lead  oo  so  ia- 
portant  an  occasion,  or  to  pay  that  jnrt 
tribute  of  thanks  due  to  the  gncm 
speech  from  the  throne ;  a  speech,  be 
would  vepture  to  affirm,  replete  with  die 
strongest  marks  of  sound  pc^y,  roytl  vii- 
dom,  and  paternal  tenderness,  for  the  pw- 
perity,  happiness,  and  freedom  of  dil  bii 
subjects.  His  lordship  observed,  thattbe 
nation  had  been  brought  into  its  picKOl 
critical  situation  by  tlie  arts  of  desigoisK 
ambitious  men  ;  and  he  coold  not,  wiiie 
he  lamented  the  influence  the  leaden  is 
America  had  over 'their  infatuated  bfc- 
thren,  help  remarking,  iliat  the  dsmf 
and  open  hostilities,  which  preceded  thcff 
declaration  of  independency,  would  new 
have  happened,  it  that  disobedieDt,  tni- 
torous  spirit  had  not  been  nonnsbed,  mi 
strengthened  by  a  set  of  men  in  this  coos- 
try,  whoy  deserting  its  interests,  thamMf 
sacrificed  them  to  their  personal  views  i 
faction  and  ambition.  He  said,  the  gioosd 
taken  on  this  occasion,  became  dan^ensi 
in  proportion  to  its  plausibility ;  for  itvS) 
indeed,  hardly  conceivable,  that  the  w^ 
pie  of  America,  who  owed  so  many  ohligt> 
tions  to  the  parent  state,  would  ever  caood 
them  aU,^without  any  real  provocattos: 
but  the  event  had  proved  the  contnrr; 
and  as  the  noble  lords  on  the  odierM 
the  House  founded  their  opposition  on  ik 
idea,  that  America  never  did  aim  at  kit- 
pendency,  he  trusted  now  that  the  ^o^- 
lion  had  totally  altered  its  nature,  the  oot- 
sequence  of  such  alteration  wookl  be« 
unanimity  as  complete,  as  he  was  usani 
it  would  be  decisive,  in  restoring  peaoeH 
this  distracted  and  divided  empiie.  ISk 
lordship  commented  on  several  parts  of  tk 
speech,  particularly  on  the  Zealand  brsmrf 
of  the  King's  troops,  the  Teeawen  « 
Canada,  and  the  late  success  on  usg 
Island.  He  spoke  with  warmth  opoo  ike 
insolence  of  the  rebels  in  refusing  to  trc^ 
with  the  commissioners  appointed  lij  ^ 
Majesty.  He  bestowed  several  harsh  a- 
pressrons  on  the  behaviour  of  th^  Cos- 
grese ;  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  vigoroodj 
exerting  ourselves  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  campaign,  in  order  to  repsir  As 
repeated  injuries  this  country  had  leco^w 
from  its  unnatiiral  children;  aadcoodsM 
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rtth  assaring  their  lordships,  that  he  did 
lot  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  ample 
reparation  would  be  obtained,  and  that  the 
vhole  would  terminate  to  the  mutual  hap* 
lineas  and  advantage  of  both  countries. 
Ef  18  lordship  then  moved  an  Address  in 
iie  usual  form. 

Earl  Fauconbergh  seconded  the  motion. 
Elie  lordship  observed,  that  the  question 
:>etween  Great  Britain  and  America  was 
shanged;  the  original  one,  relative  to 
taxation,  no  longer  existing.  The  alter- 
uitive  was  now,  whether  we  should  for 
sver  relinqnish  America,  and  submit  to 
the  consequences  which  must  inevitably 
sneue  from  our  giving  up  all  future  pre- 
tensions to  a  superiority  over  that  country  ? 
TTf  considering  the  great  and  important 
itake  for  whidi  we  are  contending,  make 
one  vigorous  effort  to  bring  its  deluded  in- 
habitants back  to  a  proper  sense  of  their 
intj  i   He  was  for  the  latter. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  condemned, 

B strong  terms,  the  contents  <^  the  Speech, 
e  remarked  on  the  following  passage: 
"  No  people  ever  enjoyed  greiiter  happi- 
ness, or  lived  under  a  milder  government, 
than  those  now  revolted  provinces,  the  im- 

Srovements  in  every  art  of  which  they  boast 
eclared  it ;  their  number,  their  wealth,  their 
atren|^h  by  sea  and  land,  which  they  think 
Boficient  to  make  head  against  the  whole 
power  of  the  mother  Country,  are  irre- 
fragable proofs  of  it."  This  passage,  his 
lordship  contended,  was  a  virtual  censure 
of  the  present  administration,  and  pointed 
out  the  impolicy  of  forcinff  such  a  people 
into  rebellion.  It  proved,  beyond  oues- 
taon,  the  great  advant^es  of  a  miia  go- 
vernment, and  the  evils  resulting  from  a 
cruel  and  oppressive  one.  He  presumed, 
that  ministers  would  hardly  pretend  to  say, 
that  it  was  the  present  system  under  which 
this  people  throve,  and  rose  to  that  pitch 
of  opulence  and  strength,  the^  themselves 
had  given  so  liveljr  a  description  of;  tf  it 
was  not,  but  that  it  evidently  impeded  in- 
stead of  augmenting  this  state  ordomestic 
prosperity,  it  followed  of  cour^,  that 
America  owed  its  greatness  to  a  system  of 
mild  government ;  and  that  a  direct  devia- 
tion, or  total  abandoment  of  that  system, 
was  what  ^ve  occasion  to  the  present  un- 
natural ,  civil  war.  He  said,  whatever 
colour  might  be  now  given  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  taxation  was  the  original 
cause ;  and  he  still  continued  to  think, 
that  the  only  sure  constitutional  taxes 
which  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  colo* 


and  the  other  ^ reatadvantages  drawn  from 
their  constitutional  dependence  and  con- 
nection with  the  parent  state ;  and  though 
the  right  were  clearly  on  our  side,  nay, 
even  that  there  were  some  degree  of  ne- 
cessity for  exercising  it,  yet  when  the  real 
dispositionof  the  people  came  to  be  known, 
their  resources,  strength,  and  numbers, 
came  to  be  revealed,  and  the  enormous 
expence  of  prosecuting  such  an  expensive 
war,  at  so  great  a  distance,  was  properly 
considered ;  motives  of  expediencv  in  the 
first  instance,  and  considerations  of  the  im« 
practicability  of  such  an  attempt,  united^ 
would  induce  him  for  one  to  consent  to 
any  reasonable  terms  of  accommodation* 
Wnat,  said  his  lordship,  do  ministers  tell 
us  this  day?  They  come  forward,  and, 
through  the  medium  of  the  speech,  write  a 
panegyric  on  their  own  conduct.  1  will 
put  the  whole  of 'their  defence  on  this 
short  issue.  I  ask  them,  in  the  course 
of  their  experience,  whether  they  ever 
heaid,  or  can  now  be  persuaded  to- 
think,  that  a  whole  people,  so  numerous, 
and  living  under  so  many  different  forms 
of  government,  though  members  of  the 
same  political  body,  ever  unanimously  con* 
federated  to  join  in  a  revolt,  under  a  mild^ 
wise,  and  equitable  administration  of  pub« 
lie  affiiirs  \  His  lordship  arraigned  the 
principle  on  which  the  measures  have  been 
all  along  supported,  that  of  unconditional 
submission.  He  said,  the  idea  was  abhor- 
rent to  the  subjectsof  this  free  government; 
that  Englishmen,  whatever  their  local 
situation  may  be,  know  no  obedience  to 
anything  but  the  laws;  and. that  wheii 
the  protection  of  the  laws  was  taken  away 
in  several  instances,  particularly  by  thie 
Capture  Act,  when  they  were  declared  open 
enemies,  and  put  out  of  the  King's  peace, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  otherwise 
than  they  did.  If  they  declared  them* 
selves  independent,  it  was  long  after  they 
were  declared  enemies;  and  for  his  part 
he  could  not  possibly  see  what  degree  of 
obedience  was  due,  where  public  protec- 
tion was  openly  withdrawn.  His  lordship 
then  moved  the  Amendment  which  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  tike  debate. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  Atew  KYtirfS[t\ 
between  the  present  state  of  the  British 
empire,  and  that  of  ancient  Rome  in  it^ 
decline.  He  observed,  in  one,  as  the 
other,  the  mere  forms  of  the  constitntion 
were  preserved  long  after  every  effort  of 
despotism  was   felt  in  its  fullest  extent 

^ __ Imperid  Rome   oppressed  her  province^ 

Dies,  would  be  the  monopoly  of  their  trade;   and  depeDdeocies,  Ifte  Britain ;  her  sub? 
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jeeto  bowed  under  die  joke  of  the  most 
iiMopportable  opprettioD,  like  that  endea- 
Toored  to  be  inflicted  on  omr  coloniiti; 
snd  he  did  not  hesitate  to  foretell  that  as 
in  one  instance  the  distant  sotjects  of  that 
orefbearing  mistresB  of  the  uniYerse,  by 
the  injostice  and  severity  of  her  gorem- 
nent,  forced  her  prorinces  to  resist  her 
lawless  povrer ;  so  m  the  other  this  country 
had  alienated  the  obedience  and  affection 
of  her  American  subjects,  which  wouJd 
bring  on  a  dismemberment  of  the  empire, 
and  probably  terminate  in  a  total  dissdu- 
^on  of  this  government  His  grace  re- 
marked on  that  passage  in  the  speech  re- 
lative to  assurances  of  amity,  said  to  be 
received  from  the  several  coiurts  of  Europe, 
\fk  a  verv  pointed  manner.  He  said,  it 
eontained  tne  most  improbable  inibnnation 
that  could  be  well  conceived,  unless  we 
supposed,  that  the  framers  pf  the  speech, 
and  those  who  advised  the  present  naval 
armaments,  thought  differently  on  the 
same  day;  or  were  not  the  same  persons ; 
for  if  assurances  were  given,  and  that  they 
were  to  be  depended  on,  why  have  re- 
course to  that  mode  of  manninff  our  navy, 
a  press,  which  was  known  to  oe  fraught 
with  M  many  hardships  and  inconve- 
niences, and  which  should  never  be  re- 
sorted to,  but  in  seasons  of  difficulty  and 
danger  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  those  as- 
surances of  amity  were  not  to  be  relied  on, 
why  deceive  the  public  and  parliament  in 
so  gross  and  flagrant  a  manner  ?  Whvde- 
lude  them  into  a  dangerous  repose'?  Why 
tdl  them,  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture,  that  we 
were  in  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity  I 
Biit  his  grace  insisted,  that  we  ought  not, 
in  the  present  situation  of  affiurs,  to  trust 
either  to  assurances,  however  strons,  or 
reasons  however  plausible,  when  facts 
were  so  evidently  against  tliem.  He  had 
the  most  undoubted  information,  that 
whatever  those  assurances  might  be,  they 
ought  not  to  be  relied  on.  A  gentieroan, 
on  whose  veracity  he  could  depend,  as- 
sured him,  that  he  had  been  at  Havre  de 
Grace  some  short  time  since,  where  he 
saw  a  vessel  publicly  loading  with  fire  arms 
and  other  military  stores  for  the  use  of  the 
provincials.  If,  in  the  language  of  the 
speech,  the  Americans  were  to  beesteem- 
ea  rebels,  and  if  rebels  in  arms  were  to  be 
looked  upon  as  open  enemies,  the  fact  now 
alluded  to  was  an  irrefiragable  proof,  that 
France  was  in  the  first  stage  of  open 
enmity  with  Great  Britain. 
.  His  ^race  then  ccmtradicted  the  sub* 
stantial  information  of  the  speech  on  ano- 


thergromd.  Hesasd^diatitwaiBaww 
secret,  that  a  fleet  had  latdj  siied  (nn 
Cadis,  with  a  cauUmkAt  body  sf  had 
forces  on  board.    HiisanaaDwntwHtbi 


oris 


destined  to  oarrr  on  hostilities 
insome'part  of  the  wealeni 
South  America,  to  be  employed 
the  Portuguese.  Supposing  the  finer 
not  to  be  Uie  ease,  no  doubt  couU  be  ca- 
tertatned  of  the  latter,  wUdi  came  cxsedf 
to  the  same  point;  becaoae^  if  Portqpi 
were  attackeo,  Brifeain  mosl  eonmwiiy 
be  involved  in  a  war,  nnlesa  we  broke  ow 
engacementa  with  Portogal,  andmcrifioed 
our&ffest  interesto  to  tlieblindnptf 
making  a  conquest  of  oar  feUow^sagsBa 
in  America.  Wewmboimdbytretfyto 
support  and  defend  *Peiti»L  The  tf 
ference  was  therefore  veij  uttle,  iMIp 
France  or  Spain  broke  with  us  openly,  v 
in  this  indirect  manner,  the  oonseqweoca 
would  be  the  same :  we  should  in  me  ead 
find  oursdves  encaged  in  a  war  with  lb 
united  force  of  &e  House  of  Bonbon 
Fortaigal  had  already  given  us  the  hi|^ 
instance  in  their  power  of  their  frieadiUp; 
they  had  forbid  the  provincials  frames* 
tenng  their  ports.  Had  France  or  Spm 
done  so?  The  contrary  was  notoriom.  If 
then,  taking  the  question  in  either  EgK 
as  an  attack  of  Spain  on  our  ally,  or  Ai 
open  encouragement  given  to  our  subjedi 
now  in  arms  against  us,  he  wished  to  kso* 
firom  administration  what  re<|uisit]oatlsi 
been  made  on  pur  part,  to  bring  thecoorti 
of  Versailles  and  Madrid  to  an  ezplsmlin 
on  those  very  important  points;  whaivs 
the  effect  of  those  requisitions;  aadwka 
we  had  now  finally,  at  so  critical  a  iieiiii 
todepend  on  ?  No  reliance  was  to  oe hi 
at  any  time  on  the  pacific  assurapoeitf 
those  courts,  much  less  when  their  cei* 
duct  contradicted  them ;  that  therefiief 
tame  acquiescence  in  whatever,  mesas* 
they  might  think  proper  to  adopt,  or* 
immediate  war  with  those  poweis,  s> 
inevitable,  which,  considering  the  pM^ 
distracted  and  almost  exhausted  sisle  d 
this  country,  threatened  no  less  thmife 
total  ruin.  He  had  foreseen  this  fioa  At 
beginning;  he  had  often  foretold  it  A 
was  in  future  determined  to  lament  it  ii 
silence,  as  all  further  e&rts,  heueivsifci 
would  be  in  vain ;  however,  aa  the  Isiti^ 
tempt,  he  very  readily  jcnned  is  lb 
amendment  moved  by  his  noble  fiieadi 
Lord  Card^*  declared  the  cdani<i>» 

*  Lord  MouDtsUiart,  eldest  son  of  die  cviff 
Bote.    Dora  1744:  in  1790  created 
of  Bate. 
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)e  exceedingly  ungratefuL  From  thdr 
Int  emigration  from^tlus  country  they 
lad  manuested  a  most  disloyal  and  repub- 
scan  spirit ;  in  proportion  to  the  fkvours 
re  had  heaped  upon  them,  the  protection 
ire  had  afiorded,  the  encouragement  we 
lad  given  them  in  free  ports,  bounties  and 
premiums,  and  the  blood  and  treasure  we 
lad  lavished  in  their  service,  they  had  been 
lisobedient,  tuibtHent,  and  ungrateful; 
hat  our  strength  and  finances  had  been 
rasted  in  defending  and  covering  them 
irom  a  dangerous  and  superior  enemy 
luring  the  late  war»  to  a  degree,  he  feared, 
hat  would  not  shortly,  if  ever,  be  re- 
overed :  and  now  the  return  we  met  with 
ras,  ioihe  involved  in  a  bloody,  expensive 
ontest,  on  the  issue  of  which  the  dearest 
Dterests  of  this  country  were  staked,  per- 
apsits  very  existence  as  a  great  commer- 
tal  and  maritime  power..  He  trusted,  how* 
ver,  such  being  the  provocations  on  our 
art,  and  such  the  unparalleled  baseness 
o  theirs,  that  the  spirit  of  the  British  na- 
ion  would  be  roused,  so  as  to  take  the  ne- 
essary  measures  for  their  effectual  chas- 
isement.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
mendmenl  proposed  by  the  noble  mar- 
[uis,  for  many  coffent  reasons;  but  for 
one  more,  than  that  it  brought  matters 
irward,  which  at  least  for  the  present 
irmed  no  part  of  the  question.  If  minis- 
Bfs  had  neglected  their  duty ;  if  they  suf* 
sred  themselves  to  be  deceived ;  if  they 
lisled  parliament ;  those  might  be  all  pro* 
er  objects  of  enquiry  at  a  suitable  and 
mvenient  season.  The  only  matter  now 
nder  discussion,  was,  what  is  the  present 
tate  and  condition  of  our  colonies  ?  What 
re  the  resolution  and  final  determination 
four  subjects  in  America?  Have  they 
ot  declared  themselves  an  independent 
^te  ?  Are  not  they  in  arms  in  support  of 
lat  independency  ?  Have  not  they  pulled 
f  the  mask,  and  avowed  themselves 
pen  enemies?  The  question  of  taxation 

now  totally  lost,  or  buried  in  an  obsti- 
ste  and  loud  appeal  to  arms.  They  no 
Offer  think  it  necessary  to  conceal  their 
Ku  sentiments;  they  have  put  us  to  de- 
ince,  and  the  event  must  inevitably  be 
le  full  assertion  of  our  legislative  autho- 
ly  over  them,  orsnbmitting  to  relinquish 

for  ever.  Should  the  latter  be  the  case, 
len  farewell  to  tlie  importance  of  this 
Duntry.  The  state  of  Europe  had  un- 
ergone  an  almost  tdtal  change,  since  the 
nst  establishment  of  those  colonies.  Se- 
eral  considerable  acquisitions  of  territory 
ad  been  made  by  the  great  states,  who  may 


be  supposed  to  bethe  rivals  of  our  power 
and  greatness.  Tlie  wealth  and  additional 
strength  which  we  have  hitherto  derived 
from  our  colonies,  have  enabled  us  to  re« 
tain  our  superiority  in  the  grand  European 
system.  What  then  would  be  the  proba* 
ble  effect,  merely  on  considerations  of 
self-preservation,  but  that,  stripped  of  so 
ample  a  support,  we  should  dwindle  scr,  as, 
in  the  first  mstance,  to  lose  our  import- 
ance in  that  system,  and,  in  the  ena,  to . 
become  a  province  of  the  first  ambitious 
power,  who  might  think  proper  to  attack 
us?  For  instance;  France,  our  natural 
rival  and  enemy,  is  a  vast^  extensive  opu- 
lent country,  full  of  inhabitants,  fertile  ia 
soil,  rich  in  native  produce,  and  rendered 
more  so  by  the  industry  of  its  people :  it 
is  compact  in  itself,  its  strength  is  easily 
collected ;  how  then  can  it  be  ezpectedt 
that  Great  Britam  and  Ireland,  inferior  in 
every  respect,  tind  divided  and  broken  by 
seas,  could  witlistand  so  formidable  a 
power,  if  those  sources  of  wealth*  and 
strength  derived  from  our  colonies  were 
to  be  cut  off;  which  must  be  the  case, 
should  we  tamely  permit  America  to  re- 
main independent. —>  This  was  the  true 
point  on  which  the  deliberations  of  this 
day  would  turn;  it  fairly  included  this  . 
short  question,  whether,  by  foregoing  our 
superiority  over  America,  we  were  at  the 
same  time  willing  to  take  such  a  resolu- 
tion with  all  the  consequences  now  de- 
scribed, which  he  contended  must  follow  i 
He  said,  besides  this  grand,  this  leading 
inducement  to  a  vigorous  exertion  of  our 
whple  strength,  there  were  many  collateral 
circumstances,  which  gave  him  hopes,  that 
the  general  impressions  of  despondency, 
attempted  to  be  made,  were  ill  founded ; 
and  were  neither  supported  by  fact  or  pro- 
bability. He  said,  tne  deluded  people  of 
America  had  been  inflamed,  mislea,  and 
hurried  on  by  their  leaders ;  that  the  late 
success  of  his  Majesty's  forces  on  Long 
IsUnd,  and  the  events  which  might  rea- 
sonably be  expected  in  copsequence  of 
that  success,  gave  the  most  rational  ground 
to  expect,  that  his  Majesty's  si|bjects  in 
America  would  recollect  themselves,  and 
return  to  their  duty ;  and  such  of  them,  as 
all  along  retained  their  loyalty,  be  eman- 
cipated from  the  cruel  oppressions  >they 
had  sustained  for  their  attachment  to  the 
mother  country ;  which  would  create  such 
an  additional  strength,  as  not  only  to 
rescue  the  province  of  New  York  from 
under  the  dominion  of  its  merciless  op- 
pressors, but  likewise  to  establish  a  civil 
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government  in  thai  province,  and  from 
thence  extend,  by  its  influence  and  ex- 
ample, the  blessings  of  peace,  law,  and  li- 
berty, to  its  soTeraJ  neigbbourinff  colonies; 
which  would  in  time,  he  hoped,  by  that 
means  be  commmucated  to  the  whole  con- 
tinent. He  did  not,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  amendment,  expect,  much 
leas  wish,  that  the  people  of  America 
ahould  yield  to  an  abject  or  servile  sub- 
mission. It  was,  however,  now  become 
tndispensibly  necessary  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  British  empire,  that  the  supre- 
macy of  this  legislature  should  be  asserted 
in  its  full  extent:  when  that  point  was 
once  fully  established,  he  doubted  not  but 
the  people  of  America  would  receive  sa- 
tisfaction for  every  just  grievance  they 
may  have  felt,  and  every  rig^t  they  may 
be  entitled  to  enjoy  as  British  subjects. 
Fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  o^  the 
ineasures  recommended  in  the  Speech,  he 
must  give  an  affirmative  to  the  Address 
now  moved. 

The  Earl  of  Derbi^*  spoke  warmly  in 
fiivoBr  of  the  Speech,'  and  against  Ame- 
rica, which,  he  said^  had  entered  into  the 
most  unprovoked  rebellion  ever  known  in 
Che  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
He  insisted,  that  they  had  an  equitable  as 
well  as  a  legal  right  to  contribute  towards 
the  national  bur£n  incurred  during  thekte 
war  on  their  account.  First,  on  the  consti- 
tutional right  the  parent  state  had  to  regu- 
late, controul,  and  give  law  to  all  its  depen- 
dencies, which  inherent  right  especially  in- 
eluded  the  power  of  taxation.  Secondly, 
because  one  half  of  the  public  debt  was  in- 
curred in  protecting  them.  He  compliment- 
ed such  of  his  noble  auditory  ,a8  always  look- 
ed upon  the  resistance  made  to  the  laws 
enacted  in  support  of  the  exercise  of  our 
constitutional  superiority  over  America, 
as  a  substantial  avowal  of  their  intended 
independency.  Such  being  the  fact,  now 
no  longer  to  be  controverted,  he  was  asto- 
nished that  any  noble  lord,  who  declared 
himself  a- friend  to  Britain,  could  possibly 
hesitate  about  agreeing  with  the  Address, 
as  the  measures  it  was  meant  to  sanctify 
were  the  only  means  to  save  the  British  em- 
pire from  certain  destruction.  His  lordship 
lamented  the  factious  spirit,  both  here  and 
in  America,  which  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  present  melancholy  state  of  public  af- 
fairs; and  hoped,  as  the  only  means  of  re- 
paration left,  that  those  who  had  unhappily 
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fomented  the  present  distmbancet,  thu 
those  who  had  by  the  strongest  rdtenled 
assurances  pledged  themselves  to  the  bs- 
tion,  that  America  only  wished  for  a  coo* 
stitutional  dependency,  not  to  deoj  w 
throw  off  the  supreme  legislative  power  of 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  voold 
now  candidly  confess  their  error,  asd 
prove  themselv^  only  mistaken,  not  ia- 
tentionally  wrong. 

The  £arl  o^  Radnor^  said,  thatbeeodd 
not  agree  with  the  proposed  Addres, « 
Amendment,  neither  of  them  conuDgap 
to  his  ideas.  A  noble  lord  had  asserted, 
that  the  people  of  America  were  laiolBd 
with  principles  of  republicanism  in  geaenl, 
and  bad  always  shewed  a  spirit  of  dinb^ 
dience.  He  denied  that  either  of  tboK 
assertions  were  strictly  just.  The  chaife 
of  republicanism  was  never  even  attetspi- 
ed  to  be  made  against  any  but  the  nortlk 
em  colonies,  and  there  he  believed  viib 
great  inju.-tice ;  and  the  charge  of  diiobe* 
dience  was  still  worse  founded;  for  be  be* 
lieved,  if  the  history  of  theoDloaiesw 
impartially  considered  and  fiurly  decided 
on,  from  their  first  establishment,  it  wosU 
be  found,  that  no  subjects  had  everexU- 
bited  stronger  proofs  of  duty,  attacbnieBl^ 
obedience,  ana  afection  for  the  parat 
state.  If,  indeed,  the  aame  spirit  wla^ 
compelled  the  first  settlers  to  fly  Iron  the 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  persecutiooaDdtf' 
pression  of  a  tyrant,  was  a  spirit  of  repd^ 
licanism,  he  trusted,  that  spirit  would  neia  , 
be  extinct  either  there  or  here:  fiir  if  I 
should,  then  despotism  would  tnuojil^ 
and  nothing  would  be  left  for  tbe  pHaea- 
on  the  throne,  but  to  possess  hifludf  ff 
the  liberties  of  the  people  thus  deertei 
and  surrendered. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  arraigiied  Aa 
conduct  of  administration,  in  reiatioB  IS 
the  affairs  of  America ;  and  desoAcl 
what  he  called  the  tremendous  and  aim 
situation  thi?  great  empire  was  redaeet 
to;  the  whole  of  which  he  attributed  to  I 
want  of  wisdom  in  ministers,  as  well  ail 
want  of  virtue  in  parliament.  Hia  gi^ 
mentioned  the  several  measures 
by  the  King's  servants  against  tint 
try,  and  reminded  their  lordships,  that 
conseouences  from  the  beginning  to 
very  close  of  the  last  session,  were 
literally  foretold  by  those  who  di 
of  them;  that  there  was  sometbiog 
remarkable,  however,  in  this  cffd 
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>f  cause  and  effect;  for  while  opposition 
predicted  the  probable  operation  those 
:oercive  laws  would  produce,  they  did  not 
leglect  to  remind  ministers,  that  they 
(upposed  those  laws  were  expressly  enact- 
ed for  that  purpose ;  if  so,  though  such  a 
conduct  might  well  serve  to  impeach  the 
justice  of  the  measures,  it  proved  in  some 
legree,  that  they  were  not  so  much  the 
^ect  of  ignorance  as  design.  America 
lad  the  alternative  to  submit,  or  to  abide 
he  event  of  resistance;  the  several  op- 
>ressive  laws  spoke  that  language ;  and  as 
Imerica  refused  to  accede  to  terms  of 
inconditional  submission,8he  was  of  course 
compelled  to  declare  herself  independent. 
In  that  point  of  view,  ministers  had  been 
iuccessful,  and  gained  what  they  secretly 
rished  for,  though  they  did  not  dare  to 
ipenly  avow  it;  they  put' all  on  the  issue 
>f  a  trial  of  strength  between  the  parties, 
n  which  struggle  they  flatter  themselves 
hey  shall  prevail.  Such,  certainly,  was 
be  express  intention  of  the  Capture  Act ; 
lothing  less  could  be  expected:  this  law 
ras  passed  in  order  to  put  the  colonies  to 
he  test;  it  was  meant  to  produce  sub* 
aission  or  independency ;  the  former,  In 
hat  stage  of  controversy,  was  not  ex- 
acted; independency  was  looked  for; 
ind  ministers,  in  one  instance  at  least, 
were  not  disappointed.  To  prove  the 
ruth  of  what  he  bow  asserted,  ne  gave  a 
hort  history  of  the  Capture  Act;  he 
hewed,  that  the  King's  speech,  on  the 
opening  of  the  preceding  session,  pro- 
nised  that  commissioners  should  be  sent 
^ut  to  treat  with  the  Americans ;  that  when 
his  promise  came^  to  be  fulfilled  by  mi* 
listers,  the  farce  was  still  kept  up  in  the 
^Japture  Act,  though  nothing  move  than  a 
Are  power  to  receive  submissions,  and 
;rant  pardons,  was  expressed :  yet  trifling, 
hsura,  and  insidious,  as  this  most  appear, 
Qinister^  were  resolved,  that  no  good  con- 
equence  should  arise;  for  though  tlie 
oyal  word  was  pledged  in  October,  and 
be  law  was  passed  the  next  month,  no 
ttempt  was  made  to  fulfil  it  on  the  part 
f  administration  for  full  seven  months 
fler.   This  brought  strongly  into  his  mind 

passage  in  a  modern  writer  /^Gibbon) 
^hp  has  written  on  the  causes  or  the  De« 
line  of  the  Roman  Empire :  where,  speak- 
)g  of  the  Christians,  and  the  persecution* 
bey  suffered  under  some  of  the  Roman 
mperors,  he  says,  **  they  were  thus  driven 
*om  the  protection  of  the  law."  His 
race  commented  very  pointedly  on  that 
assage  in  the  King's  speech,  which  says^ 
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*^  that  his  desire  is  to  restore  to  the  peo< 
pie  of  America  the  blessings  of  law  and 
liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  British 
subject."  This,  he  said,  was  a  palpable 
fallacy ;  and  could  be  only  introducea  into 
the  speech  by  the  minister,  in  order  to 
mislead  the  people  of  this  country^  and  to 
incense  them  against  their  fellow  subjects 
in  America;  and  he  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment at  the  temerity  of  those  who 
thus  dared  to  put  such  a  sentence  in  the 
mouth  oi  their  sovereign.  ,  It  was  absurd 
to  the  last  degree ;  it  was  known  to  be  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  the  express  constitu- 
tional system  of  government  established 
in  this  country ;  to  that  power  of  com« 
mercial  controul  lodged  in  the  seat  of  em- 
pire ;  and  that  great  commercial  law,  the 
Act  of  Navigation,  which  with-held  several 
great  advantages  from  our  dependencies, 
in  Ireland  and  America ;  consequently,  it 
was  a  vile  imposition  to  suppose,  that  either 
the  sovereign  could  or  would  restore  to 
America  the  blessings  of  law  and  liberty, 
equally  enjoyed  by  every  British  subject^ 
because  such  a  promised  enjoyment  waa 
no  less  false  in  contemplation,  than  it  waa 
totally  impracticable  in  the  execution. 
His  grace  next  lamented  the  extreme  de- 
generacy of  government ;  he  boldly  affirm- 
ed, that  it  was  carried  on  solely  through 
the  means  of  bribery  and  corruption ;  tluit 
all  test  of  public  conduct  was  )aid  aside, 
which  depended  upon  freedom  of  thought, 
or  freedom  of  acting.  The  indiscriminate 
support  ministers  received,  to  whatever 
measures  they  thought  proper  to  propose, 
thouffh  ever  so  destructive,  furnished  daily 
proofs  of  it ;  and  what,  from  §  total  disre- 
gard which  prevailed  among  public  men, 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  the  in- 
numerable modes  of  corruptioti,  long  esta- 
blished, with  the  new  ones  daily  devised 
and  discovered,  he  was  in  his  conscience 
satistied,  that  nothing  but  the  personal 
virtue  of  the  sovereign  prevented  thia 
country  from  a  total  loss  of  liberty.  Like 
Sweden,  it  was  ripe  for  the  event ;  anc[  he 
begged  leave  once  more  to  give  the  most 
solemn  testimony,  to  declare  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  that  nothing  but  the 
virtue  of  the  sovereign  on  the  throne  pre- 
vented this  country  from  being  at  present 
under  the  dominion  of  arbitrary  power. 

His  grace,  afler  testifying  his  high 
esteem  for  the  generals  Howe  and  Carle- 
ton,  with  both  of  whom  he  had  served, 
men  equally  deserving  in  their  private 
characters,  as  of  high  merit  in  their  respec- 
tive professions,  lamented  the  fatal  efiecta 
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of  the  war,  with  the  conduct  of  which  they 
are  entrusted.  From  their  known  temper 
and  disposition  he  should  have  conceired 
.  the  most  favourable  hopes^  if  their  hands 
had  not  been  fettered  by  ministers ;  nay, 
Indeed,  if  they  had  not  been  actually  pre- 
vented from  taking  any  measures  but  such 
as  the  laws  of  war  prescribed.  This  was 
a  melancholy  tonsiderationy  when  we  re- 
flectedy  that  every  life  lost  on  either  side 
was  a  diminution  of  that  strength  which 
ought  to  be  preserved,  and  which  should 
be  only  employed  against  our  natural  and 
foreign  enemies.  This  led  his  grace  to 
that  part  of  the  speech,  which  says,  '*  I 
itill  hope  that  all  misunderstandings  may 
be  removed,  and  Europe  continue  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace ;  I  think  it  never* 
theless  necessary,  that  we  should  be  in  a 
respectable  state  of  defence  at  home." 
This,  he  said,  was  a  most  alarming  piece 
^of  information.  If  any  explanation  was 
wanting,  the  press-warrants  lately  issued 
would  serve  as  the  best  comment ;  they 
justified  our  apprehensions ;  they  confirm- 
ed our  fears,  and  the  more  so,  when  we 
recollected,  that  the  greatest  part  of  our 
only  sure  bulwark,  our  navy,  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  He  observed 
that  ministers  had  been  silent  through  in- 
attention, or  not  being  able  to  stand  on 
this  very  critical  and  trpng  occasion,  the 
lest  of  enquiry.  It  was  no  secret,  that 
France  and  Spain  had  been  some  time 
arming;  that  tne  disputes  between  Spain 
and  Portugal  were  notorious,  and  the 
public  declarations  of  a  minister,  in  high 
favour  at  court  and  influence  in  the  cabi- 
net, relative  to  the  intended  conduct  of 
this  country,  should  a  rupture  be  the  con- 
sequence  of  those  disputes,  made  this  dis- 
agreement a  matter  of  very  serious  consi- 
deration, particularly,  as  the  passage  in 
the  speech,  which  alludes  to  that  important 
afiair,  says  only,  <<  I  hope,  &c.  that  all 
misunderstandings  may  be  removed.**  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  repeated  accounts 
be  true,  that  an  open  commerce  is  carried 
on  between  France  and  our  colonies ;  if 
the  latter,  in  return  for  their  native  com- 
modities, are  supplied  with  military  stores, 
will  not  this,  if  not  discontinued  on  their 
part,  be  looked  upon  as  an  avowal  of  the 
cause  of  America?  So  that  in  either 
event,  whether  Portugal  is  attacked,  or 
the  colonists  are  openly  assisted  and  sup* 
ported  by  France,  a  rupture  with  the 
united  force  of  the  House  of  Bourbon 
seems  inevitable.  From  these  important 
facts,  and  obvious  dedactionsi  his  grace 
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took  occasion  to  expatiate  on  tbe  fingeh 
ous  predicament  this  country  now  itood 
in,  a  probable  roptore  widi  Fissoe  ad 
Spain,  a  civil  "war  with  our  ookmia,  mt 
only  national  defence  at  the  mercj  tta 
instant  of  our  natural  enemies,  an  aora* 
mulating  debt,  divided  councils,  and  adih 
tracted  people  on  the  verge  of  pAiol 
«lap«r.  nflT  nicb  a  dire  &  cSm 
situation,  he  recommended  a  recondliitioi 
with  our  colonies  upon  any  tenu.  fit 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  tohm 
them  as  friends  than  enemies,  thooelifi 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  aanoi^ 
ledging  them  as  so   man^  indepcndot 
states.     He  concluded  with  protadn^ 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  any  nwmm 
that  could  now  be  adopted,  would  tier 
reconcile  the  people  m  America  to  mt 
government ;    the  attempt,  in  his  opno^ 
was  impracticable.    Though  a  dmgti 
administration,  and  a  change  of  measBei 
in  consequence  thereof,  siicwdd  take  pkt^ 
he  had  no  expectation,  that  either^  orbodt 
would  produce  any  good  coosequeDee.'  A 
noble  lord  had  supposed,  that  tfaiieo» 
try  would  not  support  its  rank,  as  i  grot 
European  power,  withoat  the  ooIomr 
his  grace  strongly  doubted  the  tntk  i 
this  reasoning.    Britain  had  cot  »e» 
spicuoos  a  figure,  as  she  has  done  ase^ 
b  the  time  of  the  Protectorate.   Be  M 
as  it  may;  if  the  task  of  conquest  wnis* 
practicable,  as  he  believed  it  was,  it  tril 
be  better  to  retain  our  native  streiA 
than  waste  it  to  no  purpose.    In  saa  i 
train  of  impending  evils,  as  surrooadeit 
on  every  side,  he  could  only  veatoiet 
pronounce  one  certain  truth,  that  he  m 
satisfied  the  country  was  ruined,  he  tai 
the  nation  was  undone. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  said,  he  dMi 
not  have  troubled  their  lordships,  had  ^ 
the  noble  duke,  who  spoke  last,  sDodeit 
some  matters,  which,  as  connected  ^ 
the  office  at  which  he  had  the  hoooori 
preside,  he  looked  upon  binosdf  pirti* 
larly  cdled  upon  to  explain.  Tbe  adk 
duke  asserted  that  the  greatest  part  cf  if 
force  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  AAA 
and  that  we  were  left  defenceless  at  bat 
The  first  of  these  assertions  wis  ^ 
founded  in  fact ;  for  out  of  2S,O00  0" 
men,  with  one  of  the  mostfonnidsfaleM 
this  country  ever  beheld,  15,000,  iodi^ 
log  the  marines  who  were  doing  dotftf 
shore,  as  well  as  on  board  the  riiips  of  ^ 
and  two  line  of  battle  ships,  were  oslf  * 
the  other  side* of  the  Atlantic:  sodO 
the  other  assertion,  that  we  were  kfti^* 
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defimceless  state  at  home»  it  was  equally 
31-foimded ;  for  we  had  a  nayal  force  at 
this  instant  ready  for  sea,  fully  sufficient 
for  our  d^enoe  and  protection.  We  had 
the  most  ample  assurances  from  those 
courts,  of  their  pacific  and  friendly  dispo- 
sitions ;  if  they  should  turn  out  otherwise, 
we  are  prepared  for  the  worst.  He  said, 
lie  looked  upon  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  an 
<^cial  man^  to  take  care,  that  the  navy, 
which  was  our  only  national  defence, 
should  be  in  the  best  condition  in  his 
power.  He  was  happy  to  inform  their 
lordships,  that  it  was  so,  and  he  was  de- 
termined that  this  kingdom  should  be  pre- 
fared  for  any  event  that  might  happen, 
le  should  not  follow  the  amendment  made 
fcjT  the  noble  marquis,  it  took  in  so  many 
di£Eerent  matters^  little  relative  to  the  pre- 
sent subject  of  debate;  but  while  it  recom- 
mended a  retrospective  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  others,  he  could  not  help  de- 
claring, that  the  true  cause  of  this  civil 
war,  was  the  bad  policy  of  those,  who,  by 
their  advice,  power,  influence,  and  official 
situations,  laid  a  foundation  for  it,  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  He  had  often 
said  so,  and  would  avow  it  with  his  last 
breath*  As  a  friend  to  his  country,  he 
must  dissent  from  the  extraordinary  pro- 
position made  by  the  noble  duke  who 
spoke  last,  **  recommending  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  America  upon  any  terms,  even 
upon  grounds  of  admitting  their  indepen- 
dency/' As.  an  Englishman,  and  a  friend 
to  his  country,  he  could  not  endure  the 
thought ;  he  would  never  consent  to  sub- 
scribe to  a  doctrine,  so  derogatory  to  the 
honour,  so  disgraceful  to  the  character, 
and  so  destructive  to  the  interests  .of  this 
country.  He  would  risk  every  thing 
sooner  than  accede  to  it;  he  would  haaard 
every  drop  of  his  blood,  and  the  last  shil- 
ling of  the  national  treasure,  sooner  than 
Britain  should  be  set  at  defiance,  bullied, 
smd  dictated  to  by  her  ungrateful  and  un- 
dutiful  children,  her  disobedient  and  re- 
bellious subjects.  He  alluded  to  a  pas- 
sage in  the  last  mentioned  noble  dulse's 
speech,  in  which  he  protested,  that  he  dul 
not  believe  either  a  change  of  men  or 
measures,  in  consequence  of  it,  would  ef- 
fect a  reconciliation,  so  as  to  bring  Ame- 
rica back  to  her  fonner  disposition.  He 
believed  his  grace,  for  he  was  certain  that 
the  resentments  of  America  were  not  di- 
rected against  any  particular  set  of  men ; 
be  was  convinced  that  they  despised  their 
supposed  friends,  as  well  as  their  pretended 
enemies;  and  tbut  their  loteiAtums  were 


uniformly  from  the  beginning  to  render 
themselves  independent  of  the  parent  state. 
The  Duke  ot  Grafton  prefaced  his  par- 
ticular sentiments,  of  the  measures  chalked 
out  in  the  speech,  in  the  strongeiit  disap- 
probation 01  the  conduct  of  administration 
firom  the  beginning.  He  pledged  himself 
to  the  House,  and  to  the  public,  that 
while  he  had  a  leg  to  stand  on,  he  would 
come  down,  dav  after  day,  to  express  the 
most  marked  abhorrence  of  the  measures 
hitherto  pursued,  and  meant  to  be  adhered 
to,  in  respect  to  America.  He  condemned^ 
in  terms  equallv  explicit,  and  unreserved, 
the  measures  which  had  compelled  Ame- 
rica to  declare  herself  independent,  though 
he  was  sorry  for  it,  an^  thought  she  acted 
extremely  wrong  in  so  doing«  He  said, 
ministers  had  not  only  effected  this  part 
of  their  scheme,  by  a  set  of  the  most  cruel, 
oppressive,  destructive,  and  impolitic  laws» 
that  were  ever  devised  by  a  deliberatie  as- 
sembly, but  they  had  likewise  brought 
themselves  into  a  situation,  which  had 
been  often  predicted  by  those  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  Those  predictions  minis-' 
ters  affected  to  disbelieve;  though  the  ex- 
perience of  that  day,  the  very  speech  de- 
livered from  the  throne,  proved  this  truth ; 
and  when  other  circumstances  came  to  be 
revealed,  their  veracity  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned. He  was  justified,  from  an  autho- 
rity which  could  not  be  disputed,  to  aver, 
that  four  ships  of  the  line,  with  a  conside- 
rable number  of  land  forces  on  board,  had 
lately  sailed  from  Cadiz;  that  another 
fleet  of  seven  men  of  war  of  the  line,  with 
a  body  of  at  least  10,000  land  forces,  were 
preparing  to  follow  them ;  that  the  French 
bad  been  for  some  months  busily  employed 
in  making  very  formidable  naval  prepara- 
tions ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
a  strong  squadron  of  men  of  war  were  now 
lying  at  Brest,  completely  fitted  and 
manned,  waiting  only  for  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  place  of  its  intended  destina- 
tion. His  grace  attributed  our  present 
alarming  situation  to  a  want  of  proper 
informatiun:  parliament  was  led  blind- 
folded ;  they  assented  to  every  thing  mi- 
nisters proposed;  they  reposed  an  un- 
limited confidence  in  their  assurances.  He 
reminded  ministers,  how  oflen,  and  with 
what  confidence,  the  last  year,  when  the 
possible,  if  not  probable,  interference  of 
foreign  powers  was  su|»ested,  as  a  strong 
ground  of  expediency  tor  us  to  relax  in 
our  claims  on  America,  and  to  adopt  con- 
ciliatory measures,  they  pledged  them- 
selves to  parliament,  that  no  impediment 
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or  obstruction  was  to  be  dreaded  from  that 
quarter ;  that  our  court  daily  received  the 
most  full  and  satisfactory  assurances,  as- 
surances that  might  be  safely  relied  on,  of 
the  pacific  disposition  of  both.  France  and 
Spam  ;  yet  all  of  a  sudden  press-warrants 
are  issued,  while,  if  the  speech  may  be  de--* 
pended  on,  such  A  precaution  is  unneces- 
sary. Two  days  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  the  substance  of  the  speech  is 
flatly  contradicted,  the  assurances  are  no 
longer  to  be  relied  on;  the  noble  lord 
who  presides  at  the  Admiralty  tells  you, 
that  It  became  necessary  to  prepare  for 
the'  worst.  Does  his  lordship  mean  to 
amuse  us,  by  telling  us,  that  our  present 
armament  was  only  meant  to  put  us  in  a 
atate  of  defence,  confessing  by  that  asser- 
tion, that,  before  the  steps  now  taken,  the 
nation  was  not  in  a  proper  state  of  de- 
fence, contrary  to  the  repeated  assurances 
that  his  lordship  had  given  to  this  House 
that  it  was  ? 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  insisted  that  he 
never  meant  to  say,  that  the  nation  was 
not  in  a  state  of  defence  previous  to  the 
preparations  now  goine  on;  for  he  was 
certain  that  we  were  all  along  preparedt; 
vrhat  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  as  a  dis- 
pute subsisted  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, which  might  call  for  our  interference, 
as  well  as  mediation,  if  pushed  to  extremi- 
ties, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  for 
the  worst,  in  order  to  give  our  mediation 
the  proper  effect. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  observed,  that 
although  every  thing  asserted  by  tlie  noble 
lord  had  been  literally  true,  he  begged 
leave  to  differ  from  him  in  thinking,  &at 
our  home  defence  could  be  looked  upon 
'  as  complete,  while  we  solely  dependea  on 
our  navy.  Adverse  winds  and  a  thousand 
accidents  fleets  were  liable  to,  pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  auxiliary  assistance,  such 
as  a  strong  military  force,  should  an  enemy 
by  chance,  or  any  other  means,  effect  a 
landing.  A  strong  instance  of  the  truth 
of  this  observation  had,  he  begged  leave 
to  remind  their  lordships,  happened  during 
the  late  war,  mhen  sir  Edward  Hawke  was 
wind-bound  in  Torbay,  so  as  not  to  be  able 
to  prevent  Conflans  from  invading  some 
part  of  these  kingdoms,  though  he  was 
apprized  of  his  intention.  At  the  critical 
instant  Providence  interposed,  and  the 
wind  suddenly  changing,  sir  Edward  was 
enabled  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  meet  the 
enemy  at  the  very  moment  they  had  cleared 
the  land,  by  which  fortunate  circumstance 
he  was  enabled  to  epgage  themi  and  de- 


feating them,  prevented  an  invasion  wfaidi 
might  have  been  productive  of  the  irorst 
consequences.   His  gprace  concluded  there- 
fore, that  a  powerful  naval  force  wss  xn^ 
sufficient  alone  for  home  defence;  that  the 
silence  of  the  other  members  of  the  csbbet 
had  the.  most  unfavourable  appesrasoe; 
and  as  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  trust  so 
much  to  the  respectable  state  of  theaarj, 
previous  to  the  press,  he  would  be  glad  to 
have  a  specific  answer  to  this  qaeBtioa*: 
Was  the  naval  force,  a  few  days  since,  a 
sufficient  defence  against  that  now  fitting 
out,  imd  ready  to  sail  from  Brest?  Be- 
cause, if  it  was  not,  then  parhament  had 
been  designedly  misled,  the  nation  had 
been  grossly  and  criminally  deceived,  mi- 
nisters had  trusted  the  safety  of  the  kicg- 
dom.to  an  inferior  force,  and  hadhjso 
doing  given  parliament  official  informBtiai 
that  was  not  to  be  relied  on.    Sach,  theo, 
being  the  state  of  public  affiurs  respecting 
both  America  and  the  unfavour^le  dispo- 
sitioifs,.  if  not  the  direct  hostile  intentioM 
of  foreign  powers,  the  love  he  bore  ha 
country,  his  respect  for  his  sovereign,  \k 
duty  as  a  member  of  that  House,  forbal 
him  to  approve  of  an  address  so  big  with 
mischief,  and  so  much  calculated  to  loll 
the  nation  into  a  fatal  security,  while  iti 
dearest  interests,  its  very  existence,  were 
on  the  eve  of  being  ultimately  decided 
upon.    On  the  contrary,  he  would  mort 
earnestly  recommend,   at    this  alarmiog 
crisis,  to  suspend  all  further  proceedinpi 
in  order  that  the  House  might  resohre  it- 
self into  a  committee,  to  enquire  mto  die 
state  of  the  nation,  to  learn' the  true  cboki 
which  have  occasioned  the  revolt  of  oor 
American  subjects,  to  discover  their  ao- 
thors,  and  to  devise  the  best  measures  fie 
rescuing  the  nation  from  the  iDnomenhle 
perils  with  which  it  is  at  this  present  is* 
stant  surrounded. 

The  Eari  of  Sandwich  said,  he  could  as- 
sure the  House  from  his  own  certain  kno*''' 
hxlge,  that  before  any  late  preparation  was 
made  on  our  part,  we  haa  a  naval  force 
sufficient  to  cope  with  any  now  at  Brest, 
fitting  out  there,  or,  preparing  to  depait 
The  armament  alludea  to  was  but  a  sow 
one,  consisting  only  of  six  ships  of  tlie 
line ;  buCif  it  had  been  greater,  we  weie 
sufficiently  prepared. 

The  Earl  of  ShMume  was  astonisbed 
that  the  House  could  'continue  to  submit 
coolly  to  the  contempt  with  Wfhich  admit* 
nistratiouhad  treated  it,  both  in  the  speedy 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  defended. 
Hie  speeehi  he  aaid,  was  a  piece  of  dkH* 


1385] 


The  Lords?  Address  of  Thanh. 


A.  D.  1776. 


11386 


physical  refinement,  framed  with  a  design 
to  impose  ;  the  defence  made  to  continue 
the  imposition,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
string  of  sophisms,  no  less  wretched  in 
their  texture,  than  insolent  in  their  tenor. 
He  was  no  great  metaphysician,  but  still 
he  knew  enough  of  the  science  of  meta- 
physics to  detect  the  manifest  falshoods, 
clothed  in  the  semblance  of  truth,  particu' 
larly  when  the  garment  was  so  thin,  or  the 
disguise  so  gross  and  ill-suited,  that  fur- 
ther confidence  would  be  madness,  and 
remaining  in  error  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  most  senseless  stupidity. 

Such  being  the  contents  of  the  speech, 
the  manifest  intention  of  its  framers,  and 
the  shameful  conduct  of  its  defenders,  he 
begged  the  indulgence    of   the  House, 
while  he  briefly  delivered  his  sentiments 
on  those  several  points.    The  very  open- 
ing of  it  was  manifestly  fallacious;  for 
how  was  it  possible  to  expect  unanimity 
at  home  in  support  of  the  prosecution  of  a 
war,  the  original  object  of  which  was  pro- 
fessedly to  enslave  three  millions  of  British 
born  subjects  ?  How  could  ministers  dare 
to  call  tor  unanimity  from  those  whom 
they  had  so  repeatedly  insulted,  betrayed, 
and  deceived  ?  and  the  imputation  of  una- 
nimity was  still  more  absurd^  when  it  was 
looked  for  from  those  who  had  so  often 
predicted  every  circumstance  which  had 
happened  in  the  course  of  this  cruel  and 
bloody    business ;    and    had    frequently, 
during  the  last  session,  faithfully  described 
the  preseat  alarmins  state  of  this  country, 
both  in  regard  of  her  subjects  in  Ame- 
rica, and  her  home  security.     His  lord- 
ship observed,  that  the  first'  paragraph 
c^ontained  many  specious  falshoods,  as  well 
as  those  he  had  just  remarked  on.    It 
charged  the  Americans  with  **  rejecting 
the  means  of  conciliation  held  out  to  them 
under  the  authority  of  our  commission, 
with  circumstances  of  indignity  and  in- 
sult."    This  his  lordship  contended  was 
no  less  untrue,  than  plausibly  and  artfully 
stated.    For  the  pretended  means  of  con- 
ciliation  alluded  to,  were  held  back  so 
long,  the  commission  not  being  made  out, 
nor  the  commissioners  sent,  till  about  the 
middle  of  May,  that  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, if  the  commissioners  were  armed  with 
powers  sufficient  to  hold  out  fisur  and  solid 
means  of  conciliation,  were  fully  justified 
in  declaring  themselves  independent,  from 
the  most  obvious  motives  of  self  preserva- 
tion ;  but  when  these  pretended  means  of 
conciliation  held  out  nothing  but  a  naked 
offer  of  pardon^  on  the  terms  of  uncondi- 


tional submission,  the  hitherto  unparalleled 
effrontery  of  ministers,  who  could  thus 
dare  to  deceive  their- sovereign,  could  now 
be  only  equalled  by  the  political  blindness 
and  tame  servility  of  those  who  could  sub- 
mit, or  swallow  such  gross  deviations  in 
point  of  fact,  and  misrepresentations  in  ar- 
gument and   conclusion.     Every  oppro- 
brious charge  which^ could  tend  to  inflame 
the  people  of  this  country  against  their 
fellow-subjects  in  America  was  stuffed  into 
the  speech,  and  had  been  copied  and  im- 
proved on  by  the  friends  of  admioistration. 
They  have  been  represented  daring,  de- 
sperate, traitorous,    insolent,   ungrateful, 
and    rebellious.    These,   he    said,    were 
stronff  charges,  and  they  required  suitable 
proora.    For  his  part,  whatever  the  speech 
may  have  decided,  or  however  eager  the 
supporters  of  the  speech  might  have  been 
to  improve  on  the  doctrines  therein  laid 
down,  he  could  never  be  persuaded  to 
deem  people  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of 
their  property,  their  privileges,  and  una- 
lienable rights,  rebels;  if  such  doctrines 
had  prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, their  lordships  would  not  then  proba- 
bly be  sitting  in  that  House.    If  resisting 
a  lawful  authority,  though  perhaps  not  a 
rightful  authority,  be  the  essence  of  trea- 
son, the  Whigs  at  the  Revolution  were 
rank  rebels,   m    the    sense    the   speech 
used  the  term.     King  James  the  2nd  was 
their  lawful  kins !    It  is  true,  he  endea- 
voured to  trample,  and  in  some  instances, 
did  invade  their  rights ;  but  still,  if  a  re- 
sistance of  lawful  authority  constituted  an 
act  of  treason  in  every  possible  event,  the 
Whigs  in  1688,  and  the  provincials  now  in 
arms,  may  be  deemed  rebels.    It  was  an 
opinion   he  never   could  accede  to ;  he 
would  always  continue  to  think,  that  both 
were  a  constitutional  resistance  to  a  power 
originally  legal,  but  which,  by  an  uncon- 
stitutional exercise  of  it^  had  degenerated 
into  the  most  oppressive  stages    of  an 
usurped  arbitrary  power.    He  said,  while 
he  gave  his  opinion  so  explicitly  on  the 
sufterings  of  America,  he  would  wish  to 
be  understood,  that  he  never  meant  this 
country   should    relinquish    its    right   of 
commercial  controul  and  regulation  over 
that ;  on  the  contrar}',  he  always  thought, 
that  that  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of 
the  colonies,  was  the  very  essence  of  the 
political    connection    subsisting  between 
both  countries  ;  that  even  if  tnis  regula- 
tory power  was  defined  in  its  most  full  and 
extensive  sense,  and  acknowledged  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies,  yet  something  moro 
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might  be  still  expected ;  the  national  debt, 
under  which  the  people  of  this  countiy 
pow  groan,  is  truly  and  equitably  the  debt 
of  every  individual  in  the  whole  ecQpirc» 
whether  in  Asia,  America,  or  nearer 
borne.  But  until  the  Americans  had  full 
satisfaction  on  t^e  question  of  taxation, 
and  ample  reparation  for  the  attack  on 
their  cbarters,  till  the  exclusive  right  of 
taxing  themselves,  and  the  most  solemn 
security  was  given  them  for  their  colonial 
privileges,  derived  through  their  respec- 
tive legislative  assemblies,  it  was  in  vain 
to  talk  of  conciliation.  It  was  possible 
extirpation  might  follow  from  the  means 
\  of  conciliation  held  out  to  them,  but  he 
was  certain,  notwithstanding  what  ma^ 
have  been  held  out  in  the  speech,  conci- 
liation never  would.  These,  he  said,  were 
his  general  sentiments  relative  to  that  spe- 
cies of  dependency  America  owes  of  right 
to  the  parent  state.    It  might  not  meet 

'  the  approbation  of  a  ^reat  number  of  per- 
sons on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
That,  however,  did  bv  no  means  influence 
his  opinion :  it  had  been  the  same  from 
the  beginning.  He  did  not  now  take  it 
up,  because  our  affiurs  in  that  country 
wore  at  present  a  more  favourable  aspect 
than  at  any  time  during  the  last  session ;. 
for  he  expressed  himself  precisely  in  simi- 
lar terms,  at  the  time  that  America  was 

.  flushed  with  success,  when  they  had  every 
foot  of  Canada  in  their  possession,  the 
town  of  Quebec  excepted.  He  referred 
to  the  pamphlet  written  by  Dr.  Price,  at 
the  end  of  which  a  speech  was  printed  in 
bis  name,  which  he  owned  was  authentic. 
The  second  paragraph  in  the  speech 
was  another  metaphysical  refinement, 
equally  ill  supported  in  fact  or  argu- 
ment; if  it  contained  anjr  substantial 
truth,  it  was,  that  the  same  violent  oppres- 
sive measures  were  determined  to  be  pur- 
sued;, that  we  must  prepare  for  another 
campaign,  and  that  the  foreign  mercena- 
ries nad  executed,  with  a  bloody  alacrity, 
the  horrid  purposes  of  their  paymasters, 
by  butchering  our  fellow  subjects  in  cold 
blood.  It  was  a  very  proper  and  timely 
eulogium  in  return  for  a  faithful  discharge 
of  their  duty,  and,  he  presumed,  was  in- 
tended to  operate  as  a  powerful  stimulative 
to  perseverance  in  the  same  commendable 
line  of  conduct. 

On  the  third  paragraph  he  likewise  com- 
mented, and  insisted,  that  it  was  fraught 
with  the  most  gross  and  notorious  fals- 
hoods ;  no  assurances  of  amity  were,  or 
could  bOi  received ;  and  if  they  were  re- 


ceived, andcould  be  depended  <m, whjamj 
why  put  the  nation  to  so  moDstroas  an  ex- 
pence  ?  why  dispatch  yoar  pren-eann  it 
every  quarter  oi  the  town ?  whyletme 
so  many  bands  of  ruffians,  to  enter  bjr 
force  into  people's  dwellings,  to  dng  tiie 
unhappy    master  of  a  numerous  &ouly 
from  them,  aboard  a  tender,  where  periup 
the  first  account  they  hear  of  bim  is,  tint 
he  died  of  grief  and  vexation,  or  of  the 
cruel  usage  he.  received  before  or  dorii^ 
his  passage  to,  or  being  aboard  at  tbe 
Nore.     His  lordship,  however,  was  proud 
to  find,  that  by  the  spirited  conduct  of  tfat 
lord  mayof  of  London  (Mr.  Sawbridgeji 
atop  had  been  put  to  those  horrid  oatiM 
within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  He 
had  refused  to  back  press-warrants,  ^bao^ 
it  was  insinuated  by  those  that  applied,  m 
his  refusal,  that  the  request  was  nerdj 
complimentary,  for  that  the  press  would 
be  carried  into  the  city.    He  said,  if  asj 
proof  were  wanting  of  the  unpopalaritj  i 
the  present  barbutius  war,  tost  honest 
magistrate's  conduct,  as   expressing  tbe 
sentiments  of  the  idbabitants  of  die  fint 
city  in  tlie  empire,  perhaps  in  the  woild^ 
was  the  most  irr^ragable  and  condoBTe. 
If,  upon   any  other  occasiio,  tbe  noit 
distant  prospect  of  a  foreign  war  was  oaij 
so  much  as  talked  of,  the  citizens  of  LondoD 
would  be  the  foremost  in  expreasiog  tbdr 
zeal  for  chastising  our  foreign  eDemiei; 
but  when  it  was  known,  that  the  preKot 
threatened  rupture  is  a  consequence  of  at 
unnatural  proscription  of  three  miHioosaf 
their  fellow  subjects,  tbe  spirit  of  the  ai^ 
tion  is  bowed  down  and  enfeebled,  tbdr 
hearts,  as  well  as  their  countenances,  «e 
frozen,  and  they  even  remain  in  a  kiod  of 
political  stupor,  scarcely  venturing  U)d^ 
cide  in  their  own  hearts,  whether  a  Tip* 
rous  resistance  against  our  foreign  ea^ 
mies  may  not  be  the  means  of  ensuriog 
evils,  no  less  to  be  avoided,  than  ereo  de- 
feat firom  the  hands  of  our  natural  foo, 
that  of  forging  chains  for  our  AmericiD 
brethren,  as  the  leading  measure  in  du 
season  to  the  rivetting  them  on  themsdfo* 
His  lordship  assured  the  noble  earl,  (bsd 
Sandwich)  who  supposed  that  he  vcH 
over  to  the  continent  to  seek  intelligence^ 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  conjectorOi 
It  was  true,  that  he  did  go  to  France  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  5>e  summer,  hot 
with  no  such  intention.    He  was  in  Bci- 
tanny,  and,  in  several  parts  of  the  sea 
coast,  where  he  received  everr  mark  d 
politeness,  hospitality,  and  kinonesB,  thtf 
was  ia  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^ 
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oisntry  to  bestow ;  it  was,  he  said,  the 
lative  dispositian  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  f  rance»  to  conduct  tbemsehrts 
n  that  manner  towards  all  strangers  of 
anky  or  worthy  of  note.  He  was  certain, 
hat  there  was  not  one  of  their  lordships 
vesent,  if  in  his  situation,  who  would  not 
tare  bad  a  reception  equally  kind,  friendly, 
nd  respectful.  It  would  ill  become  him, 
herefore,  if  he  had  learned  any  thing, 
hrougb  such  a  confidential  medium,  to 
lisclose  it.  He  trusted,  he  was  incapable 
tf  acting  in  such  a  manner;  but  whatever 
rit  there  might  be  in  the  noble  earPs  in- 
inuation,  there  was  nothing  in  it  solid, 
^  relative  to  the  present  subject  of  de- 
rate ;  for  without  stirring  out  of  England, 
srery  body  had  repeatedly  heard,  that 
Spain  and  Portugal  were  seemingly  on  the 
sre  of  a  rupture,  relative  to  a  dispute  of 
mundaries  of  territory  in  the  Brazils, 
rhich,  in  its  consequences,  was  likely  to 
nvolve  Britain  in  a  war ;  that  Spain  and 
Prance  had  been  arming  for  some  months; 
:hat  a  formidable  fleet  is  now  fitting  out  at 
Brest ;  that  the  French  and  SpaniHi  ports 
rere'  rendered  asylums  to  the  American 
mvateers,  both  in  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies  ;  thflP  warlike  stores  were  daily 
transported  both  in  French  and  American 
iMttoms,  openly  firom  almost  every  port  in 
Prance ;  that  the  latter  court  had,  as  often 
as  applied  to,  positively  refused  to  pro- 
bibit  American  trading  vessels  or  ships  of 
irar  from  entering  their  ports ;  and  that, 
to  complete  the  whole,  a  person  fronr  the 
congress,  if  not  two  or  three,  were  now  in 
B  public  character  at  the.  court  of  Ver» 
■allies ;  not  perhaps  received  with  the 
formalities  of  an  envoy  extraordinary,  to 
Kg[ree  upon  specific  articles,  but  most  cer- 
tainly armed  with  all  the  eflScient  powers 
of  a  person  treating  on  the  part  of  an  in- 
dependent state,  on  certain  preliminary 
conditions,  leading  to  engagements  of  a 
most  consequential  and  important  nature. 
These  being  incontrovertible  facts,  he 
looked  upon  himself  fully  satisfied  in 
flatly  contradicting  the  passage  alluded  to, 
and  solemnly  affirming,  that  we  do  not 
continue  to  receive  assurances  of  amity 
from  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  or  that, 
receiving  them,  it  was  a  gross  imposition  on 
parliament,  to  even  insinuate  that  they 
Were  to  be  relied  or  depended  on.  His 
lordship  turned  with  great  indignation  on 
the  cabinet  ministers ;  said,  it  was  very 
lucky  for  such  of  them  as  were  absent ; 
w  surely,  in  the  present  situation  of  af- 
■ww,  they  must  cut  a  very   aukward 


figure  !  but  he'  was  astonished  -  how  it 
could  be  said,  that  we  had  been  preparing 
for  aome  months,  when  the  contrary  was 
well  known  to  every  clerk  and  store-keeper 
in  the  several  dock-yards ;  nay,  a  most  cu* 
rious  circumstance  was  generally  reported^ 
and  believed  to  be  true,  which  was,  that 
the  speech,  as  first  manufactured,  was 
obliged  to  be  altered  two  days  before  ita 
final  revision  ;  such  being  the  informatioii 
ministers  had  of  the  disposition  of  foreigh 
courts  on  the  Thursday  night,  or  Friday 
morning,  previous  to  the  issuing  the  press- 
warrants.  He  reprehended  the  noble 
lord  whose  province  it  was  to  procure  tha 
necessary  information,  in  verv  severe 
terms.  He  said,  when  he  had  tne  honour 
of  occupying  the  same  post,  be  spared  no 
pains  or  expence  to  be  fully,  timely,  and 
minutely  informed.  He  was  apprized  of 
eveiy  step  taken  by  France,  in  relation  to 
the  purciiase  and  intended  conquest  of 
Corsica,  from  its  very  commencement. 
While  the  matter  was  in  agitation,  he  kept 
it  conUnually  in  his  mind,'and  often  thougnt 
of  it  on  his  pillow ;  and  thouch  he  was  left 
alone,  and  deserted  by  all  his  colleagues 
in  office,  and  brethren  in  cabinet,  he  had 
the  conscious  pleasure  of  recollecting  that 
he  had  done  his  duty,  and  that  nothing 
could  be  fairly  imputed  to  his  neglect  or 
inattention. 

On  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
speech,  his  lordship  was  also  severe.  He 
said,  it  was  a  compound  of  the  moat  glar- 
ing hypocrisy,  unless  attempting  to  rob 
the  people  of  America  of  their  property^ 
by  laying  taxes  without  their  consent,  or 
stripping  them  of  their  charters,  the  only 
legal  foundation  of  their  legislative  and 
personal  privileges,  as  a  proof  ^*  that  no 
people  ever  enjoyed  more  nappiness  under 
a  milder  government,*'  or  unless,  smce 
the  resistance  to  this  mild  government, 
the  sending  over  an  army  of  blood-thirsty 
foreign  mercenaries  to  cut  their  throats,  as 
the  first  step  'Vto  restore  them  the  bless- 
ings of  law  and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed 
by  every  British  subject,"  be  a  truism,  he 
could  not  discover  the  most  distant  sem- 
bluice  of  truth  throughout  the  whole  sen- 
tence. His  lordship  concluded  with  call- 
ing on  the  cabinet  ministers  present,  to 
declare  whether  they  had  applied  to  the 
court  of  Versailles  on  any  of  the  leading 
points  now  mentioned  ;  whether  they  were 
disavowed,  mitigated,  or  explained  by  that 
court ;  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
were  openly  avowed,  or  replied  to  in  such 
a  manneri  as  to  give  us  to  understand  that 
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they  would,  when  their  armaments  were 
rehdered  more  forward.  These,  his  lord- 
ship insisted,  were  matters  that  called  for 
ao  many  explicit  answers :  that  until  ex- 
planations were  had  on  them  substantially, 
or  in  detail,  it  was  impossible  that  their 
lordships  could  with  safety  vote  the  prei,- 
sent  Address. 

Lord  Osborne^  said  he  was  far  from  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  administration ;  he 
was  satisfied  that  they  justly  incurred  cen- 
sure in  several  parts  of  it ;  yet  he  could 
by  no  means  agree  with  the  amendment, 
as  it  held  out  investigation  and  inquiry  at 
the  instant  that  the  fullest  exertion  of  the 
naval  and  military  strength  of  Great  Bri- 
tain was  called  for,  as  well  for  our  own 
protection,  as  to  bring  back  our  subjects 
m  America  to  a  constitutional  acknow- 
ledffment  of  the  superiority^  of  this  country 
as  uie  parent  and  governmg  state;  when 
that  acKnowledgment  was  obtained,  then 
he  would  recommend  the  most  mild  and 
conciliating  terms  that  coutd  be  well  ima- 
^ned.  No  noble  lord  in  that  House  would 
go  further  in  restoring  peace  upon  equita- 
l>le  and  reasonable  terms  than  he  would, 
if  they  submitted  to  the  legislative  power 
of  this  country;  till  that  should  be  the 
case,  none  would  more  zealously  support 
such  measures  as  might  promise  to  compel 
them  to  a  constitutional  submission  to  the 
British  legislature.  Nothing  came  more 
fully  up  to  the  ideas  he  entertained  on  the 
great  American  question  than  the  Decla- 
ratory Act  passed  in  1776,  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act ;  Uiat  asserted  the  legis- 
lative supremacy  of  this  country  in  its 
fullest  extent,  and  he  was  astonished,  that 
^he  framera  of  that  Act  could  offer  to  de- 
fend America,  when  the  very  resistance, 
which  produced  the  present  unhappy  civil 
war,  was  made  expressly  in  contradiction 
to  Uie  parliamentary  rights  therein  main- 
tained. He  spoke  much  of  the  ingratitude 
of  America,  the  favours  we  had  heaped 
upon  her,  and  the  insupportable  burdens 
we  had  loaded  ourselves  with,  in  rearing, 
nourishing,  and  protecting  her,  till  at 
length  we  had  raised  her  to  a  pitch  of 
strength  and  opulencoi  sufficient  to  trust 
the  decision  of  her  cause  to  the  event  of 
arms.  Such  was  the  state  of  things ;  and 
now  we  had  no  alternative  but  either  to 
suffer  America  to  erect  herself  into  an  in- 
dependent sovereign  state,  which  was  an 
opmion,  he  trusted,  would  never  prevail 


*  M arqnb  of  Canaartbeii :  aHerwards  doke 
of  Leeds. 


in  that  House,  or  exert  oorBdves  to  the 
utmost  stretch  of  our  abilities. 

The  House  then  divided  ou  the  Ameod- 
ment :  Contents  26  :  Not  CootenU  S2, 
Proxies  9 — 91. 

Protest  against  rejecting  an  Afnendmnt 
to  the  Address,']  The  AmendmeQtbeiog 
neffatived^  was  entered  as  a  Proteit,  u 
follows : 

"  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that,  animated 
with  the  most  earnest  ana  sincere  zeal  for 
his  true  interest,  and  the  real  glo^  of  ba 
reign,  we  behold  with  inexpressible  con- 
cern the  minds  of  a  very  large  and  lately 
loyal  and  affectionate  part  of  his  people 
entirely  alienated  from  his  government 
Nor  can  we  conceive,  that  such  an  erent. 
as  the  disaffection  and  revolt  of  a  wbok 
people,  could  have  taken  place,  vithoot 
some  considerable  errors  in  the  coodnct 
observed  towards  them. 

<<  These  erroneous  measures,  we  cob* 
ceive,  are  to  be  imputed  to  a  want  of  sof- 
ficient  information  being  laid  before  par- 
liament, and  to  too  lafge  a  degree  of  cob- 
fidence  being  reposed  in  those  minkteor 
who  from  their  duty  were  obliged,  aad 
from  their  official  situation  were  best  en- 
abled, to  know  tlie  temper  and  dispositioa 
of  his  Majesty's  Amencan  subjects,  and 
were  therefore  presumed  most  capable  d 
pointing  out  such  measures  as  might  pro- 
duce the  most  salutary  e&ct  Hence  tiie 
schemes  which  were  formed  for  the  re- 
duction and  chastisement  of  a  soppoied 
inconsiderable  party  of  factious  men,  baie 
driven  thirteen  large  provinces  to  de^« 
Every  act,  which  has  been  proposed  at 
means  of  procuring  peace  and  submisBoo, 
has  become  a  new  cause  of  war  and  reroit; 
and  we  now  find  ourselves  almost  inextn- 
cably  involved  in  a  bloody  and  expeoare 
civil  war;  which,  besides  exhau^iog  ai 
present  the  strength  of  all  his  Maje^i 
dominions,  exposing  our  allies  to  the  de- 
signs of  their  and  our  enepaies,  and  lefnaf 
this  kingdom  in  a  most  perilous  sitoauoB, 
threatens  in  its  issue  the  most  deplonbk 
calamities  to  the  whole  British  race. 

«  We  cannot  avoid  lamenting,  that  a 
consequence  of  the  credit  afibrded  to  the 
representations  of  ministers,  no  heanng  btf 
been  given  to  the  reiterated  complaiao 
and  petitions  of  the  colonies ;  neither  bai 
any  ground  been  laid  for  removing  the 
original  cause  of  these  unhappy  difierence^ 
which  took  their  rise  from  questions  i^ 
lative  to  parliamentary  proceeding,  and 
can  be  settled  only  by  parliMieoUff  ''' 
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thority.  By  this  fatal  omitsioDy  the  com- 
missioners nominated  for  the  apparent 
purpose  of  making  peace,  were  furnished 
with  no  legal  power  but  those  of  giving  or 
withholding  pardons  at  their  pleasure,  and 
of  relaxing  the  severities  of  a  single  penal 
act  of  parliament,  leaving  the  whole  foun- 
dation of  this  unhappy  controversy  just  as 
it  stood  at  the  beginning. 

**  To  represent  to  his  Majesty,  that  in 
idditton  to  this  neglect,  when,  in  the  be- 

E inning  of  the  last  session,  his  Majesty,  in 
is  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parhament,  haa  declared  his  resolution  of 
lending  out  commissioners  for  the  purposes 
herein  expressed,  as  speedily  as  possible ; 
10  such  commissioners  were  sent  until 
)ear  seven  months  afterwards,  and  until 
the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the  evacuation 
)f  the  only  town  then  held  for  his  Majesty 
in  the  thirteen  united  colonies.  By  this 
lelay,  acts  of  the  most  critical  nature,  the 
sflBsct  of  which  must  as  much  depend  on 
(h^  power  of  immediately  relaxing  them 
M  submission,  as  in  enforcing  them  upon 
lisobedience,  had  only  an  operation  to  in- 
lame  and  exasperate.  But  if  any  colony, 
:own,  or  place,  had  been  induced  to  sub- 
nit  by  the  operation  of  the  terrors  of  these 
icts,  there  were  none  in  the  place  of  power 
o  restore  the  people  so  submitting  to  the 
somrooB  riehts  of  subjection.  The  inha- 
Mtants  of  the  colonies,  apprized  that  they 
vere  put  out  of  the  protection  of  govern- 
nent,  and  seeing  no  means  provided  for 
heir  entering  into  it,  were  furnished  with 
'easons,  but  too  colourable,  for  breaking 
^ff  their  dependency  on  tlie  crown  of  this 
nngdom. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that,  removing 
Hir  confidence  from  those  who  in  so  many 
nstances  have  grossly  abused  it,  we  shall 
ndeavour  to  restore  to  parliament  the 
confidence  of  all  his  people. 

**  To  this  end  it  may  be  advisable  to 
aake  a  more  minute  enquiry  into  the 
[rievances  of  the  colonies,  as  well  as  into 
be  conduct  of  ministers  with  regard  to 
hem.  We  may  think  it  proper  particu- 
Krly  to  enquire,  how  it  has  nappened,  that 
be  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has  been 
eft  exposed  to  the  reprisals  of  the  colo* 
lies,  at'  the  very  time,  when  their  sea- 
nen  and  fishermen,  being  indiscriminate- 
y  prohibited  from  the  peaceable  exer- 
sse  of  their  occupations,  and  declared 
ipen  enemies,  must  be  expected,  with  a 
^rtain  assurance,  to  betake  themselves  to 
Aunder,  and  to  wreak  their  revenge  on 
he  commerce  of  Great  Britaia.. 

tVOL.  XVIU.] 


'<  That  we  understand,  that  amidst  the 
many  disasters  and  disgraces  which  have 
attended  on  his  Majesty's  arms  in  many 
parts  of  America,  an  advantage  has  been 
gained  by  his  Majesty's  British  and  foreign 
mercenary  forces  in  the  province  of  New 
York.  That  if  a  wise^  moderate,  and  pro* 
vident  use  be  made  of  this  advantage,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  happy  effects  may 
result  from  that  use.  Ana  we  assure  his 
Majesty  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
our  part  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  take  full 
advantage  of  any  dispositions  to  reconci- 
liation, which  may  be  the  consequence  of 
the  miseries  of  war,  by  laying  down,  on 
our  part,  real  permanent  grounds  of  con- 
nection between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  on  principles  of  liberty,  and  terras 
of  mutual  advantage. 

**  That  whilst  we  lament  this  effusion  of 
English  blood,  (which  we  hope  has  not 
been  greater,  or  other  than  necessity  re- 
quired, and  honour  justified)  we  should 
most  heartily  congratulate  his  Majesty  on 
any  event  leading  to  the  ^reat  desirable 
end  of  settling  a  peace,  which  might  pro- 
mise to  last,  by  the  restoration  of  the  an- 
cient affection  which  has  happily  subsisted 
In  former  times^  between  this  Kingdom  and 
its  colonies ;  any  other  would  necessarily 
require,  even  in  case  of  a  total  conquest, 
an  army  to  maintain,  ruinous  to  the 
finances,  and  incompatible  with  the  free- 
dom of  his  Majesty's  people.  We  should 
look  with  the  utmost  shame  and  horror  on 
any  events,  of  what  nature  soever,  that 
should  tend  to  break  the  spirit  of  any  large 
part  of  the  British  nation,  to  bqw  them  to 
an  abject  unconditional  submission  to  any 
power  whatsoever,  to  annihilate  their  liber- 
ties, and  to  subdue  them  to  servile  princi- 
ples, and  passive  habits,  by  the  mere  force 
of  foreign  mercenary  arms.  Because, 
amidst  the  excesses  and  abuses  which  have 
happened,  we  must  respect  the  spirit  and 
pnnciples  operating  in  these  commotions. 
Our  wish  is,  to  regulate,  not  to  destroy 
them.  For,  though  differing  in  some  cir- 
cumstances, those  very  principles  evi- 
dently bear  so  exact  an  analogy  with  those 
which  support  the  most  valuable  part  of 
our  own  constitutiop,  that  it  is  impossible, 
with  any  i4)pearance  of  justice,  to  think  of 
wholly  extirpating  them  by  the  sword  in 
any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  with- 
out admitting  consequences,  and  esta- 
blishing precedents,  the  most  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom." 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  oegative. 
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The  Lord^  Addrezs  of  Thanh. 
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**  DisaeDtient. 
**  Manchester,  Portland,  Kichmond, 
Scarborough,  Deronshire,  Rockingham, 
King,  Craven,  Fltzwilliam,  Abingdon, 
De  Ferrars,  Effingham,  Abergavenny, 
Ponsonby/ 
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The  Lords'  Address  of  ThanksA     The 
.  following  Address  was  tnen  agreed  to : 
<*  Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne. 

**  It  is  with  the  truest  satisfaction  we 
congratulate  your  Majesty  on  the  success 
of  your  arms  in  the  province  of  New  York, 
'  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and  the  fair 
piVispect  of  decisive  good  consequences, 
whicn,  under  the  blessing  of  Divme  Pro- 
vidence, is  now  opened  by  the  firmness  of 
your  Majesty's  councils,  the  valour  and 
good  conduct  of  your  Majesty's  officers 
and  forces  by  sea  and  land,  and  by  the 
zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in 
your  Majesty's  service. 

«  We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty, 
that  nothing  would  have  given  us  equal 
happiness  tp  the  having  been  informea  by 
your  Majesty,  at  the  opening  of  this  ses- 
sion, that  the  troubles^  which  have  so  long 
distracted  North  America,  had  been  at  an 
end ;  that  your  Majesty's  unhappy  people 
in  those  provinces  had  recovered  from 
their  delusion,  and,  awakened  by  a  due 
sense  of  their  misfortunes  and  misdoings, 
had  delivered  themselves  from  the  op- 
pression of  their  leaders,  and  were  return- 
ed to  their  duty.  While  we  lament  that 
your  Majesty's  humane  and  merciful  in- 
tentions have  been  frustrated  by  the  neg- 
lect shewn  to  the  means  of  conciliation, 
notified  under  the  authority  of  your  Ma- 
jesty*8  royal  commission,  we  feel  the 
strongest  indignation  at  the  insolent  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  rejected ;  and  we 
want  words  to  express  our  abhorrence  of 
the  desperate  spint  of  those  oyerbearirig 
men,  wno,  witn  an  insatiable  thirst  of 
power  and  dominion,  which  has  uniformly 
actuated  all  their  proceedings,  have  now 
renounced  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  all 
political  connection  with  Gjreat  Britain; 
and,  with  an  arrogance  equal  to  the  enor- 
mity of  the  attempt,  lest  a  doubt  of  their 
real  designs  should  remain  on  the  breast 
of  any  person  whatever,  have  set  up  their 
rebellious  confederacies  for  independent 


stated.  We  are  fully  aware  of  the  nit' 
chief  which  would  accrue  from  themcooi 
of  this  treason,  to  your  Majest^i  lojfil 
colonies,  to  the  commerce  of  this  ostion, 
and,  more  remotely  indeed,  but  notka 
certainly,  to  the  system  of  Europe,  sod  ts 
every  state  upon  the  cmitinent  of  Eoropc 
possessed  of  distant  colonies. 

**  We- reflect  with  pleasure  on  die  nid 
advantage  which  will  be  derived  (ram  tbe 
object  (H  the  rebels  being  openly  aroved^ 
and  clearly  understood ;  the  uDsaiaH^ 
which  will  prevail  at  h(MDe,  founded  in  t 
conviction  of  the  justice  and  necesnty  if 
your  Majesty's  measures.  Inspired  wilk 
the  same  zeal  for  the  cause  of  our  countij 
which  animates  the  kingdom  at  large,  n 
will  steadily  sunport  your  Majesty  is  die 
vindication  of  the  honour  of  your  cron 
and  the  just  rights  of  parliament ;  sad  v9 
cheerfully  concur  in  making  the  ncoeauj 
provisions  for  those  great  purposes. 

**  The  assurances  of  amity,  whidi  jwr 
Majesty  continues  to  receive  firam  thi 
several  courts  of  Europe,  affi>rd«gicrt 
satisfiiction ;  we  entertain  the  most  gitte- 
ful  sense  of  the  endeavours  which  joor 
Majesty  is  exerting  to  conciliate  tum^ 
difierences  between  two  ndgfabooriBf 
powers;  and  we  trust  that,  byyovrlifr 
jestv's  auspicious  endeavours,  tuie  nil* 
understanaings  will  be  removed,  and  Es* 
rope  continue  to  enjoy  the  inesfimiUi 
blessing  of  peace.  Permit  us.  Sir,  st  da 
same  time,  to  return  your  Majesty  our  dip 
tiful  thanks  for  your  provident  atteotkniB 
guarding  against  any  events  which  aij 
arise  out  of  the  present  situation  of  sitfi^ 
by  keeping  us  in  a  respectable  stsle  of 
defence  at  liome. 

«<  With  hearts  full  of  duty  andgrstilodi^ 
we  acknowledge  the  happiness,  wlMki 
under  your  Majesty's  mila  govenunesl,  ■ 
extended  to  everv  part  of  the  Britiih  en- 
pire ;  of  which  the  late  flourishing  itti 
of  the  revolted  provinces,  their  noinbai, 
their  wealth,  toeir  strenatfa  by  sea  vi 
land,  which  they  think  sumdent  to  eodbli 
them  to  make  hesd  i^nst  the  wfaob^ 
power  of  the  mother  country,  shew  tto 
they  have  abundantly  participated:  9d 
we  earnestly  hope,  that  your  MsjeitjH 
paternal  object  of^restoring  your  ditf rscMd 
colonies  to  the  happy  conditioD  froB 
which,  bV  t)ieir  own  misconduct,  they  m 
wretchedly  fallen,  will  be  speedily  il- , 
tamed." 


The  Kin^s  Ansipoer.^    Hit 
turned  this  Answer: 


1^ 
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operate,  as  it  ought  to  do,  in  fixiog.your 


**  My  Lords ; 
**  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  du» 
tiful  and  affisctiooate  Address.  It  is  wiUi 
great  pleasure  1  observe  the  satisfaction 
Mrbich  the  success  of  my  arms  against  the 
rebels  in  North  America  has  given  to  all 
my  lovinff  subjects ;  that  which  you  ex« 
press  is  highly  acceptable  to  me.  The 
preservation  of  the  public  tranouillity,  the 
iiappiness  of  all  my  people,  ^ana  the  main- 
tenance of  our  most  excellent  constitution, 
ire'  the  invariable  objects  of  my  heart.'' 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 
}/  Thanks.']  The  Commons  being  re- 
sumed to  their  House, 

Mr.  Neviile  moved  the  following  Ad* 
Iress  of  Thanks : 

*' Most. gnicious  Sovereign; 

**  We,  joar  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
oyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
o  return  your  Maiesty  the  humble  thanks 
)i  this  House,  ror  your  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

**  While  we  lament  the  continuance  of 
he  troubles  which  have  so  Ions  distracted 
^our  Majesty's  colonies  in  Nortn  America, 
lod  of  the  calamities  and  oppressions 
irhich  our  unhappy  fellow-subjects  are 
till  suffering  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny 
£  their  leaifers ;  we  cannot  forliear  to  ex- 
press our  detestation  and  abhorrence  of 
he  audacious  and  desperate  spirit  of  am- 
»ition,  which  has  at  last  carried  those 
saders  so  far,  as  to  make  them  openly  re- 
lounce  all  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and 
11  political  connexion  with  this  country, 
ad  in  direct  terms  to  presume  to  set  up 
beir  rebellious  confederacies  for  inde- 
endent  states. 

**  We  consider  their  rejection  of  the 
racious  and  condescending  means  of  re- 
pnciliation,  held  out  to  them,  under  the 
uthoritT  of  your  Majesty's  commission, 
s  a  fresh  and  convincing  proof  that  the 
bject  of  these  men  has  always  been  power 
ad  dominion ;  but  we  can  impute  the  cir- 
umstances  of  indignity  and  insult  accom- 
anying  this  proceeding  to  no  other  mo- 
▼e,  than  a  resentment  of  your  Majesty's 
nn  and  constant  adherence  to  the  main^^ 
^nance  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  par- 
ament,  divested  of  every  possible  view  of 
ay  separate  interests  or  the  crown :  and 
e  b^  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
le  same  attachment  of  your  Majesty  to 
le  parliamentary  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
lin,  which  hadi  provoked  the  insolence  of 
le  chie&  of  £his  rebellion,  cannot  but 


Majesty  still  deeper,  if  possible,  in  the  af* 
fections  of  a  British  House  of  Commons* 

**  With  reverence  and  gratitude  to  Di- 
vine Providence,  permit  us  to  express  our 
unfeiffned  joy,  ana  to  offer  our  sincere  con- 
gratulations.to  your  Majesty,  on  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  the  good  conduct 
and  valour  of  your  Majesty's  officers,  and 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  the  zeal 
and  bravery  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in  your 
service,  in  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and  in 
the  important  operations  in  the  province  - 
of  New  York,  which  give  the  strongest 
hopes  of  the  most  decisive  good  conse- 
quences. 

**  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  we  learn, 
that  your  Majesty  continues  to  receive  as- 
surances of  amity  from  the  several  courts 
of  Europe:  and  we  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge your  Majesty's  goodness  and  pater- 
nal concern  for  the  happiness  of  your  peo- 
ple, in  your  constunt  attention  to  preserve 
the  general  tranquillity ;  and  it  is  our  most 
earnest  wish  that,  by  your  Majesty^s  in- 
terposition, all  misunderstandings  and  dif- 
ferences between  two  neiehbo^ring  powers 
may  be  happily  reconci&d,  and  Europf 
still  enjoy  tne  blessings  of  peace. 

**  Your  faithful  Commons  consider  jt  as 
a  duty  which  they  owe  to  your  Majesty, 
and  to  those  they  represent,  to  ^rant  your 
Majestjr  such  supplies  as  the  weighty,  con- 
siderations, whlcn  your  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  state  to  'us,  shall  be  found  to 
require;  and  we  have  a  well- grounded 
confidence,  that,  at  this  time,  when  the 
object  of  the  rebels  is  openly  avowed  and 
clearly  understood,  the  general  conviction 
of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  Vour  Ma- 
jesty's measures  must  unite  all  ranks  of 
your  faithful  subjects  in  supporting  your 
Majesty  wi^h  one  mind  and  neart  in  the  ' 
great  national  cause  in  which  you  are  en-  * 
gaged." 

Mr.  Huiton  seconded  the  motion. 

Lord  John  Ckivendish  disapproved  of  the 
proposed  Address,  and  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, by  leaving  out  all  after  the  first  pa- 
ragraph, in  order  to  insert  these  words : 

**  Animated  with  the  most  earnest  and 
sincere  zeal  for  his  true  interest,  and  the 
real  glory  of  his  reign,  we  behold  with 
inexpressible  concern,  the  minds  of  a  very 
larse  and  lately  loyal  and  affectionate  part 
of  his  people,  entirely  alieniUed  from  his 
government;  nor  can  we  conceive  that 
such  an  event,  as  the  disaffection  and  re« 
volt  of  a  whole  people,  could  have  taken 
phice  without  some  considerable  error  in 
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the  conduct  observed  towards  them ;  these 
erroneous  measures,  we  conceive^  are  to 
be  imputed  to  a  want  of  sufficient  infor- 
mation being  laid  before  parliament,  and 
to  too  la,rge  a  degree  of  confidencejseing 
reposed  in  those  ministers,  who,  from 
their  dutj  were  obliged,  and  from  their 
official  situation  were  best  enabled,  to 
know  the  temper  and  disposition  of  his 
Majesty's  American  subjects,  and  were 
therefore  presumed  most  capable  of  point- 
ing out  such  measures  as  might  pro- 
duce the  most  salutary  effects ;  hence  the 
schemes  which  were  formed  for  the  re- 
duction and  chastisement  of  a  supposed 
inconsiderable  party  of  factious  men,  have 
driven  thirteen  large  provinces  to  despair: 
every  act  which  has  been  proposed  as  a 
means  of  procuring  peace  and  submission, 
has  become  a  new  cause  of  war  and  revolt ; 
and  we  now  find  x»urselves  almost  inextri- 
cably involved  in  a  bjoody  and  expensive 
civil  war,  which,  besides  exhausting  at 
present  the  strength  of  all  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  exposing  our  allies  to  the  de- 
signs of  their  and  our  enemies,  and  leav* 
ing  this  kingdom  in  a  most  perilous  situa- 
tion, threatens  in  its  issue  the  most  de- 
plorable calamities  to  the  whole  British 
.  race. 

«  We  oannot  avoid  lamenting,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  credit  given  to  the 
representations  of  ministers,  no  hearing 
has  been  given  to  the  reiterated  complaints 
and  petitions  of  the  colonies,  neither  has 
any  ground  been  laid  for  removing  the  ori- 
ginal cause  of  these  unhappy  differences, 
which  took  their  rise  from  questions  rela- 
tive to  parliamentary  proceedings,  and 
can  be  settled  only  by  parliamentary  au- 
thority ;  by  this  fatal  omission,  the  com^ 
missioners  nominated  for  the  apparent 
purpose  of  making  peace,  were  furnished 
with  no  legal  powers,  but  that  of  giving  or 
withholding  pardons  at  their  pleasure,  and 
for  relaxing  the  severities  of  a  single  act 
of  parliament,  leaving  the  whole  founda- 
tion of  this  unhappy  controversy  just  as  it 
stood  in  the  beginning. 

"  To  represent  to  his  Majesty,  that,  in 
addition  to  this  neglecH,  when  in  the  be- 
ginning of  tlie  last  session  his  Majesty,  in 
his  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  dedared  his  resolution  of 
sending  out  commissioners  for  the  purposes 
therein  expressed  *<  as  speedily  as  possible," 
no  such  commissioners  were  sent  until 
near  seven  months  a^rwards ;  and  until 
the  nation  was  alarmed  b}'  the  evacuation 
4;^  the  only  town  then  held  for  his  JV^ajesty 


Ddtate  in  tkg  Commons  [1400 

in  the  thirteen  united  colonies:  by  thii 
delay  acts  of  the  most  critical  nature,  the 
effect  of  which  must  as  much  depend  00 
the  power  of  immediately  relaxmg  thna 
on  submission,  as  in  inforcing  them  opoi 
dtsobedience,  had  only  an  operatioo  to  in- 
flame and  exasperate. 

<*  But  if  any  colony,  town,  or  plsce,  bsd 
been  induced  to  submit  by  the  ofwntkn 
of  the  terrors  of  these  acts,  there  veit 
none  on  the  place  of  power  to  restore  tbi 
people  so  submitting  to  the  common  rigkts 
of  subjection. — The  inhabitants  of  the  co- 
lonies, apprised  that  they  were  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  government,  and  te&B% 
no  means  provided  for  their  enteriog  into 
it,  were  furnished  with  reasons  bat  too  co- 
lourable for  breaking  off  their  dependency 
on  the  crown  of  this  kingdom.  Toswre 
his  Majesty,  that  removing  our  confidenoe 
from  those  who  in  so  many  instances  hi«i 
grossly  abused  it,  we  shall  endeavoor  ti 
restore  to  parliament  the  confideacs  sf  il 
his  people;  to  this  end  it  may  be  adfos* 
ble  to  make  a  more  minute  eaquiiy  iiio 
the  grievances  of  the  colonies,  as  well « 
into  the  conduct  of  miniaters  with  regiid 
to  them.  We  may  think  it  proper  parti^ 
culariy  to  enquire  how  it  has  bappeaed, 
that  we  commerce  of  thb  kingdom  btt 
been  left  exposed  to  the  reprink  sf  the 
colonies  at  the  very  time  when  their  M* 
men  and  fishermen,  being  indiacrinHoatdj 
prohibited  from  the  peaceable  ezeidsetf 
their  occuipation,  and  dedared  openeK- 
mies,  must  be  expected  with  a  certab  n* 
surance  to  betake  themselfes  to  pluadff) 
and  to  wreak  their  revenge  on  the  cofr 
merce  of  Great  Britain. 

"  That  we  understand,  that  aniditthe 
many  disasters  and  disgraces  whioh  hi»e 
attended  on  his  Majesty's  arms  in  miay 
parts  of  America,  advantage  has  bsM 
gained  by  his  Majesty's  Britidiand  M^ 
mercenary  forces  in  the  province  of  Net 
York ;  that  if  a  wise,  moderate^  and  prov^ 
dent  use  be  made  (rf*  this  advantage  it  > 
not  improbable  that  happy  elects  miji^ 
suit  from  that  use ;  and  we  aasore  kit  M^ 
jesty,  that  nothing  shidl  be  wanting  oa  a* 
part  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  take  foil  1^ 
vantage  of  any  dispositions  to  recoDdii' 
tion,  which  may  be  the  conseooenoe « 
the  mismes  of  war,  by  laying  oova,  si 
our  part,  real  permanent  grounds  of  00- 
nection  between  Great  Britain  snd  At 
colonies,  on  principles  of  tiberty,  and  MM 
of  mutual  advantage.  . 

**  That  whilst  we  lament  this  efosiA  a 
Eagliah  Uood  (whidi  we  hope  hii  ^ 
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leen  greater  or  olher  than  necetsity  re- 
loired  and  honoar  justified^  we  ^ould 
oott  heartily  congratulate  hm  Majesty  on 
Ay  event  leading  to  the  great  desirable 
«d  of  witling  a  peace  which  might  pro* 
nise  to  last,  by  the  restoration  of  the  an* 
tieat  afiection  which  has  happily  subsisted 
n  former  times  between  this  kingdom  and 
Kb  colonies ;  any  other  would  necessarily 
equire,  even  in  case  of  a  total  conquest^ 
in  army  to  maintain,  ruinous  to  the  finances, 
,nd  incompatible  with  the  freedom  of  his 
ilajesty's  people;  we  should  look  with  the 
itmost  shsune  and  horror  on  any  events  of 
rhat  nature  soever  that  should  tend  to 
»ffeak  die  spirit  of  any  large  part  of  the 
Mtish  nation,  to  bow  them  to  an  abject 
mconditional  submission  to  any  power 
Huilsoever,  to  annihilate  their  liberties. 
Ad  to  subdue  them  to  servile  principles 
sd  passive  habits,  by  the  mere  force  of 
areign  mercenary  arms;  because,  amidst 
he  exoessea  and  abuses  which  have  hap- 
lened,  we  must  respect  the  spirit  and 
ifinciples  operating  m  these  commotions, 
lur  wish  is  to  regulate,  not  to  destroy 
hem;  for  though  differing  in  some  cir- 
«imstances,  those  very  principles  evident* 
f  bear  so  exact  an  analogy  with  those 
rbkk  support  the  most  vduable  part  of 
»ar  own  constitution,  that  it  is  impossible, , 
rith  any  appearance  of  justice,  to  think  of 
rbolly  extirpating  them  by  the  sword  in 
My  part  of  his  Majesty^s  dominions,  with- 
out admitting  consequences;  and  esta- 
^ishine  precedents,  the  most  dangerous 
0  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom.*' 

Governor  Johnstone  in  very  severe 
ems  arraigned  the  conduct  of  adminis- 
ration  in  commencing  the  war  with  Ame» 
ica.  He  said  the  affiur  of  Long  island 
mn  by  no  means  a  matter  worthy  of  tri- 
mph.  That  iriand  was  a  mere  out-post 
»  New  York,  as  New  York  was  an  out- 
oat  to  America,  and  it  woukl  have  been 
My  and  rashness  in  the  extreme,  had  the 
rovinciah  attempted  to  maintain  it.  He 
aid  general  Howe  and  his  brother  very 
real  compliments  on  their  manoeuvres  in 
lie  capture  of  the  island.  He  complained 
f  the  defenceless  state  of  the  kingdom, 
nd  urged  the  danger  of  a  war  with  France 
nd  Spain.  The  minister's  speech  he  de- 
lared  to  be  an  entire  compound  of  hypo* 
risy.  It  talked  of  peace,  at  the  very  mo- 
Rient  when  not  only  ail  Europe,  but  this 
kingdom,  gave  the  most  evident  appear- 
Boes  of  preparation  for  war.  That  part 
fit  whicii  talked  of  giving  the  Americans 
iw  attd  liberty,  be  conceived  to  be  amere 


turn  of  wit  and  humour,  which  would  not 
bear  a  serious  interpretation.  He  spoke 
strongly  of  the  falsetiood  of  France>  and 
the  little  reliance  that  was  to  be  pert  on 
her  profesaions,  instancing  a  circumstance 
which  happened  while  cardinal  Mazarine 
was  minlMer,  when  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards  were  at  war  together,  and  the 
latter  had  received  repeated  assurances  of 
the  pacific  intentions  of  France,  although 
that  kingdom  had  actually  lent  Portugal 
troops,  ck>thed  them,  paid  them,  and 
officered  them.  He  said  he  did  not  en- 
tirely approve  of  the  American  Declara* 
tion  of  Independence,  but  affirmed  that 
the  Americans  were  driven  to  that  mea- 
sure by  our  rieorous  persecution  of  them. 
We  had  hired  foreign  troeps  to  fight 
against  them,  and  they  had  no  other  way 
of  putting  themselves  on  a  footinff  with 
us,  than  by  throwing  off  the  yoke,  aeclar« 
ing  themselves  independent,  and  inviting 
foreign  aid  to  defend  them.  They  bad 
taken  every  possible  means  to  avoid  such 
a  measure ;  they  had  sent  a  most  humble 
petition  to  government,  praying  relief, 
and  couched  their  prater  m  ine  strongest 
terms  of  duty  and  aileffiance ;  government 
had  rejected  their  petition.  The  mode  of 
their  declaring  for  independency  was  to 
be  sure  ki  some  measure  indefensible. 
The  declaration  of  the  New  England  go- 
vernment was  exceedingly  rude  and  ill* 
written;  the  language  was  more  unman* 
nerly  and  abusive  than  even  worse  treat- 
ment than  what  they  had  received  would 
have  instiled ;  but  tnen  it  must  be  consi- 
derea  as  written  merely  to  captivate  the 
common  people,  and  therefore  a  polished 
stile,  and  very  scrupulous  decency,  were 
probably  but  trifling  objects  with  the 
writer.  He  however  as  much  condemned 
it,  as  he  applauded  that  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nians.  He  "censured  the  late  issuing  of 
press-warrants,  and  declared  that  he  waa 
not  only  convinced  a  better  mode  of 
manning  the  navy  might  be  found  out, 
but  that  be  was  well  informed  the  lata 
press  was  carried  on  with  great  irregular 
rity  and  cruelty. 

Mr.  JVomlmieU  said,  no  press  was  better 
conducted  than  the  present.  He  approv- 
ed of  the  Address,  and  disapproved  of  the 
Amendment.  He  censured  the  Ameri- 
cans as  a  bragging,  cowardly  banditti. 

Mr.  WiUtes.  The  hon.  geatlemao  who 
sp^e  last  endeavours  to  mislead  the 
House.  It  is  certain  that  no  pressing  has 
at  this  time  been  carried  on  in  the  city  of 
LondoBf  or  its  UbeMses.    Mo  presi-|;angs 
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have  dared  to  make  their  appearance  in 
that  jurisdiction.  Those  lawless  bands  of 
cruel  banditti  very  prudently  chose  other 
scenes  of  horror  and  bloodshed  of  less  dan- 
ger to  Aemselves.  The  city  has  hitherto 
remained  in  perfect  tranquilu^,  by  the  vi* 

eancei  intrepidity,  and  ndbfe  love  of  li- 
ity,  which  are  conspicuous  in  its  pre- 
sent worthy  chief  magistrate.  The  con- 
duct of  administration^  Sir,  in  the  late 
issuing  of  press-warrants,  before  they  had 
.  tried  the  operation  of  the  high  bounty,  is 
totally  unjustifiable.  The  speech  now  in 
your  hand,  Sir,  is  so  very  pacific,  that 
the  large  bounty  of  5/.  for  every  able,  and 
iSOs.  for  every  ordinary  seaman,  promised 
in  last  Saturday's  Gazette,  might  safely, 
for  a  short  time  at  least,  have  been  trusted 
to,  the  emergency  not  being  thought  very 
critical.  I^rom  the  ministers  own  state  of 
public  affairs  there  was  no  danger  in  the 
experiment.  Much  cruelty  and  bloodshed 
had  been  avoided,  many  valuable  lives 
preserved. 

The  affiur  of  Long  Island  has  been  mis- 
represented, and  greatly  magnified.  The 
superiority  of  numbers  was  very  conside- 
rable. General  Howe  landed  22,000  men. 
The  provincials  had  only  6,000  effective 
men  on  that  island.  They  were  ordered 
to  retreat,  and  4,000  did  accordingly, 
without  being  attacked,  embark  for  tne 
island  of  New  York.  There  was  a  real 
mistake  of  orders  as  to[the  other  2,000,  but 
thev  acted  as  brave  men  always  will  act 
und[er  a  mistake  of  orders;  they  fought. 
They  saw  the  enemy,  left  their  entrench- 
mfents,  and  attacked  with  spirit.  Frem  die 
superiority  of  numbers,  and  their  flanks 
being  neglected  and  unguarded,  they  were 
totally  defeated.  They  did  not  however 
remain  inactive,  like  cowards,  on  an  im- 
portant day  of  battle.  No  such  imputation 
can  be  fixed  on  them.  Nothing  decisive 
can  follow  from  the  late  successful  affiur 
on  Long  Island,  no  more  than  from  the 
defeat  at  Sullivan's  Island.  New  York 
will  probably  £edi  into  your  hands,  but  your 
situation  will  in.  that  case  be  scarcely 
mended  since  the  last  year,  for  you  Uien 
possessed  the  capital  of  North  America, 
Bosion.  Is  thai  great  and  important  town 
advantageously  exchanged  for  New  Vork  i 
1  forgot  that  we  still  possess  the  fishing 
h|unlet  of  HaU&x.  But,  Sir,  we  ought  to 
take  a  much  larger  and  more  comprehen- 
sive view  of  thb  mteresting  scene,  which  is 
now  fully  disclosed. 

The  important  dispute  of  Great  Britain, 
with  her  colonies  has  for  a  considerable 
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time  fixed  the  attention,  not  only,  of  tb 
nation,  but  of  almost  idl  Europe.  Ibe 
most  essential  interests  of  this  ooimtij, 
and  indeed  of  the  greater  part  of  die 
powers  on  the  continent^  are  deqily  in- 
terested in  the  event.  The  aacrifioe  of  n 
much  blood  and  treasure  is  to  eveiyatote 
an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  to  oe, 
whose  empire  seems  moulderinff  away,  i 
the  nearest  concern,  and  I  mudi  fear  ve 
are  now  brought  by  inextricable  difficnltia 
to  the  very  vei^  of  destruction. 

Since  our  last  me^bg.  Sir,  the  soeoeb 
with  respect  to  America,  has  totiflj 
changed.  Instead  of  negociatioos  widi 
colonies,  or  provincial  assemblies,  we  hnt 
a  war  to  carry  on  against  the  free  sod  in* 
dependent  states  of  America;  a  wicked 
war,  which  has  been  occasioned  solely  by 
a  spirit  of  violence,  injustice,  and  obstuscy 
in  our  ministers,  unparalleled  in  history. 
In  the  betginning  of  September,  in  the  lot 
year,  a  very  humble  and  dutiful  petitioD 
was  sent  from  the  Congress  to  his  Makstjr, 
in  which  his  Majesty  waa  supplicated  "  to 
direct  some  mode,  bvwhidi  the  united 
applications  of  his  fidthful  colonists  to  the 
throne,  in  pursuance  of  their  ooquooo 
councils,  may  be  improved  intoafasppy 
and  permanent  reconciliation.''  Than 
was  not  a  word  in  the  petition  bat  wbt 
breathed  submission  and  loyalty,  and  yet 
the  official  answer  of  lord  Dartmouth,  the 
secretary  for  the  American  depsrtiBeBt» 
after  long  'deliberation,  was  to  the  lait 
degree  irritatmg.  It  was,  <*  that  dosb> 
swer  would  be  given,"  that  is,  we  irffl  sot 
treat,  we  scorn  to  negociate  with  you,  va 
exact  unconditional  submission.  ThisaB- 
swer.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  might  jntlybe 
called  indignity  and  insult.  It  drore  die 
Americans  to  oespair,  and  with  the  nols* 
tion  of  the  perfidioua  promises  in  bid 
Hillsborough's  famous  official  circalv 
letter,  laid  the  real  foundation  of  their  de- 
claration of  independenor.  Modi  hii 
been  said^  Sir,  of  tne  prophecy  of  the  mi- 
nisters, that  the  Americans  would  in  the 
end  declare  themselves  independent  I 
give  the  ministers  no  credit  for  such  a  pro- 
phecy. They  went  on  the  surest  groom 
They  mi^^ht  very  si^y  promulgate  aocb 
a  prediction,  when  they  knew  that  the  ea* 
just  and  sanguinary  measures,  which  tb9 
mtended  to  pursue,  must  bring  about  the 
event.  They  drove  the  Americsosn^ 
their  present  state  of  independency.  Tbe 
Jesuits  in  France  risked  nothing  wh^ 
tiiey  prophesied  in  1610  the  death  of  tbe 
best  prmce  that  ever  reigned  in  Eivop^ 
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ri^in  that  year.  Their^  was  the  sure 
rord  of  prophecy.  They  employed  Ra- 
iliac  to  assassinate  their  sovereign. 

Tbehop.  governor  attacks  the  AmericJEin 
)ec]aration  of  Indepehdencvt  in  a  very 
lecoliar  manner,  as  a  wretched  composi- 
ion,  very  ill  written,  drawn  up  with  the 
iew  to  captivate  the  people.  That,  Sir, 
I  the  very  reason  why  I  approve  it  most  as 
composition,  as  well  as  a  wise  political 
leasure,  for  the  people  are  to  decide  this 
;reat  controversy.  If  they  are  captivated 
y  It,  the  end  is  attained.  The  polished 
eriods,  the  harmonious,  happy  expres- 
ions,  with  all  the  grace,  ease,  and  ele- 
;ance  of  a  heautiful  diction,  which  we 
hiefly  admire,  captivate  the  people  of 
Lmerica  very  little ;  but  manly,  nervous 
ense  they  relbh  even  in  the  most  awk- 
rard  and  uncouth  dress  of  language. 
Whatever  composition  produces  the  effect 
ou  ibtend  in  the  most  rorcible  manner,  is, 
1  my  opinion,  the  best,  and  that  mode 
bould  always  be  pursued.  It  has  the 
lost  merit,  as  well  as  success,  on  the  great 
beatre  of  the  world,  no  less  than  on  the 
tage,  wheUier  you  mean  to  inspire  pity, 
error,  or  any  other  passion. 

The  hon.  seconder  says,  the  Americans 
edaration  of  independency  was  no  sur- 
rize  to  him — nor  1  believe.  Sir,  to  any 
lan  of  common  reflection,  after  the  frantic 
areer,  which  administration  pursued,  with 
full  chorus  of  approbation  from  the  ma« 
)rity  of  this  House.  The  speech  in  your 
and.  Sir,  which  an  hon.  gentleman  has 
"ell  called  a  speech  of  hypocrisy,  mentions 
lie  *<  assurances  of  amity,  which  his  Ma- 
isty  continues  to  receive  from  the  several 
ourts  of  Europe."  At  the  beginning  of 
lie  last  session,  the  minister  gave  us  in 
le  King's  speech  more  exj^icit  assu< 
inces.  It  was  said,  <*  I  am  happy  to  add, 
I  well  from  the  assurances  I  have  received, 
I  from  the  general  appearance  of  a&irs 
\  Europe,  I  see  no  probability  that  the 
laasures,  which  you  may  adopt,  will  be 
ttcrrupted  by  disputes  with  any  foreign 
ower.''  We  have  no  such  assurances 
eld  out  to  us  this  year,  that  our  measures 
ill^ot  be  intentfpted  by  disputes  with 
oy  other  foreign  power;  but  we  have 
ID  assurances  of  amity,  which  are  daily 
mtradicted  by  the  immense  preparations 
\.  the  neighbouring  foreign  powers  of 
'ranee  and  Spain,  and  indeed  or  the  whole 
louse  of  Bourbon.  The  accounts  from 
raples  contain  little  but  the  vast  prepara- 
oos  making  by  the  king  of  the  two  Sid- 
es.   Are  we  indeed  creoulous  enough  to 


trust  to  general  vague  expressions  of  po- 
liteness  against  the  dear  evidence  of  facts  ? 
Our  ministry  know  very  well,  that  an 
American  privateer  being  latdy  stopped  al 
Bilboa  in  biscay,  an  express  was  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  Madrid,  which  re« 
turned  with  the  fullest  directions  for  the 
release  of  the  privateer,  and  permission  to 
furnish  him  with  provisions,  stores,  ammu- 
nition, in  short,  whatever  he  wanted.  Is 
Spain  then  one  of  the  foreign  powers,, 
which  again  soothes  us  with  these  honied 
assurances  of  amity  ?  Has  fate  ordained, 
that  we  are  neither  to  possess  capacity 
enough  to  profit  by  the  example  of  others, 
nor  even  by  our  own  experience  \  In  Sep- 
tember 1761,  the  Grazette  told  us,  that 
'*  the  Catholic  king  had  at  no  time  been 
more  intent  upon  cultivating  a  good  cor- 
respondence with  England,  thui  in  the 
present  conjuncture;"  a  declaration  re- 
ceived seriously  here,  held  out  as  part  of 
the  court  creed,  and  laushed  at  by  all  the 
rest  of  Europe.  In  the  following  January, 
without  any  new  facts  having  occurred, 
war  was  declared  by  England  against  Spain* 
Will  the  plausible,  smooth-tongued  French 
likewise  be  able  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal  se- 
curity against  the  evidence  of  all  history  I 
Can  we  expect  to  be  treated  by  them  in 
any  other  manner  than  the  Spaniards  were 
at  the  time  of  the  famous  revolt  of  Portu; 
gaH  The  French  sent  whole  regiiqents, 
completely  officered,  into  the  service  of 
the  house  of  Braganza.  They  paid  them 
underhand  the  same  as  their  natioqfd 
troops,  yet  all  the  while  declared  their  d>- 
horrence  of  rd>ellions  and  of  rebels,  is- 
suing proclamation  after  proclamation,  and 
racailiing  thehr  deserters  under  the  most 
severe  penalties.  Sir,  there  is  not;i  power 
in  Europe,  unsubsidized  by  Great  Britain, 
which  aoes  not  wish  success  to  the  Ame- 
ricans; and  we  are  considered  almost 
every  where  dn  the  continent,  in  the 
odious  light  of  tyrants  and  oppressors. 

The  speech.  Sir,  states,  that  *'  if  treason 
be  suffered  to  take  rool^  much  mischief 
must  grow  from  it  to  the  safety  of  my 
loyal  colonies.'^  Alas!  Sir,  what  we  call 
treason  and  rebellion,  and  they  just  resiis- 
tance  and  a  glorious  revolution,  lias  taken 
deep  root  indeed,  and  has  spread  over  al- 
most all  the  American  colonies.  In  this 
very  speech  we  .are  told  of  their  numbers, 
their  wealth,  their  strength  by  sea  and 
land.  We  have  now  been  carrying  on  for 
two  years  a  savage  and  piratical,  as  well  as 
an  unjustNwar.  Every  demand  of  govern-  ' 
ment  nas  been  complied  with,  and  yet  the 
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gfeftt  force  employed  both  by  sea  and  land 
MS  not  hitherto  recovered  a  single  pro- 
▼ince  of  all  the  confederated  colonies. 
On  the  contrary,  the  evi)  grows  more  des- 
perate. The  last  yiear  only  twelve  colo- 
nies humbly  petitioned  the  throne.  This 
vear,  by  the  accession  of  Georgia^  we 
have  seen  a  fcederal  union  of  thirteen  free 
and  powerful  provioces  asserting  their  in- 
dependency as  high  and  mighty  states^  and 
setting  our  power  at  defiance.  This  was 
done  wi^  circumstances  of  spirit  and 
Gouragey  to  which  posterity  will  do  jus- 
lice.  It  was  directly  after  the  safe  land- 
ing of  your  whple  force.  In  return  we 
have  barbarously  plundered  their  coasts, 
and  set  fire  to  their  open  towns  and  de- 
fmoeless  villages,  in  a  manner  which  dis- 
graces the  English  name.  In  the  midst 
of  all  tlie  cruelties,  terrors,  and  devasta- 
tions, which  follow  your  arms,  the  spirit 
of  the  Americans  is  still  unsubdued,  and 
I  hope,  and  believe,  you  never  will  con- 
quer the  free  spirit  of  the  descendants  of 
Bnglishmen,  exerted  in  an  honest  cause. 
They  honour  and  value  the  blessings  of 
liberty.  They  are  determined  to  live  and 
die  freemen,  notwithstanding  the  vain  ef- 
forts of  every  arbitrary  power  in  Europe. 
It  is  a  foolish  attempt  to  think  of  con- 
^quering  and  h<4dingtne  immense  territory 
of  North  America,  when  the  whole  coun- 
try is  united  against  us. 

As  to  our  unanimity  at  home.  Sir,  the 
very  idea  is  absurd,  because  impossible, 
while  the  present  system  of  injustice  and 
oppressioii  continues  in  its  full  rigour. 
The  American  war  is  unjust,  and  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  first  principle,  and,  if  per- 
sisted in,  must  end  in  our  ruin.  We  nave 
neither  force  to  conquer,  nor  strength  to 
maintain,  such  extensive  conquests,  if  we 
could  succeed.  Oar  situation  is  become 
truly  critical.  The  constitution  of  this 
country  is  nt  home  sapped  by  bribery  and 
corruption.  On  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic it  is  assailed  by  violence  and  Ibrce 
of  arms.  The  too  fatal  success  in  this  de- 
voted nation  is  very  evident,  but  in  the 
new  world,  I  trust,  as  a  friend  of  mankind, 
that  all  the  despotic  measures  of  a  tyran- 
nical administration  will  prove  ineffectual. 
It  is  impossiblefor  this  island  to  conquer  and 
liold  America.  They  are  determined  and 
united.  Your  fleets  may  indeed  every  year 
carry  horror  through  all  their  coasts.  Your 
armies  may  possess  some  sea-port  towns, 
but  the  numerous  and  greatly  increasing 
people  of  the  provinces  will  retire  into  the 
interior  parts,  of  which  you  have  already 
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had  some  experience.  Peacefal  tovuail 
villages  will  cover  their  fniitfol  phiiii,K. 
berty  will  fix  her  blest  abode  smoog  them, 
the  unmolested,  happy  inhabitnU  rejoic- 
ing that  they  are  procui  h  Jwt^  pwi 
^  Jkdmine.  J  heartily  agree  ia  the  aiaend- 
roent ;  but  I  go  farther,  and  mj  opinioi 
is,  that  if  we  expect  to  save  the  empiieyto 
preserve,  even  for  a  short  period,  Cioiiii 
or  the  West  India  islands,  or  to  r^Ofer 
any  part  of  the  immense  territory  we  kfc 
lately  lost,  we  must  recall  our  (leetiaii 
armies,  repeal  all  the  Acts  injurieustothe 
Americans  passed  since  1763,  sad  rcaoic 
their  charters.  We  may  then,  if  thej  vi 
forgive,  and  can  trust  ua,  treat  with  tkca 
on  just,  fair,  and  equal  terms,  widioot  the 
idea  of  compulsion,  and  a  foandsiioi  be 
laid  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  iatenal 
tranquillity,  and  unity  to  ^is  coonM 
and  dismembered  empire. 

Mr.  Temple  LuUreU  said,  duA  lie  R 
widely  diflered  from  the  boo.  member  vhi 
moved  the  address,  that  he  sboold  M 
himself  highly  culpable,  were  he  to  lit  ai 
till  the  dose  of  the  deliate,  and  ooaM 
himself  to  be  numbered  with  the  dot 
votes  in  its  disfisivour ;  there  wai,  hcvefcr, 
no  doubt  of  its  being  carried  bj  a  luce 
majority  ;   for   those  court-retaiaen  mi 
dependants  on  government,  who  Inddiii 
campaign  reaped  a  golden  haivest  ta 
the  calamities  of  their  country,  wodd  m 
in  the  speech,  the  best  earnest  of  a  noka 
plentiful  harvest  of  the  aame  sort  tiiea- 
suing  summer.    For  his  part,  he  conndenA 
the  speech  to  be  an  innuaoos  lib^  ttn- 
cated  by  a  tyrannical  faction,  agatait  um 
of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the  Bi^ 
tisb  community,  who,  actuated  by  pm* 
ciples  of  justice  and  honour,  were  aob^ 
contending  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Ai> 
lantic,  for  the  dearest  rights  of  maakiii; 
and  who,  limiting  their  resistanoe  to  iff- 
dress  of  real  and  essential  grievancai,veK 
falsely  accused  of  having,  from  the  btgii* 
ning  ^  tht9  unhappy  contest,  had  no  oto 
object  in  view  tnan  anarchy  and  isd^ 
pendence.    It  was  a  custom  among  ^ 
ancient  Persians  Hn  later  times  adopleda 
the  kingdom  of  Naples)  to  oever  tbsirl^ 
bunals  of  justice  wkh  toe  skins  of  esmfl 
lawyers,  whom  they  flayed  aiive.    Weft 
similar  example  to  prevail  withm  tfafli 
walls,    and   the  seats  around  us  to  fet 
clothed  with  the  skins  of  corrupt  stateiw^ 
r  fear,  Sir,  there  are  not  a  mr  gentkn* 
on  your  right  hand  would  catch  tbiv 
deaths  of  cold  before  the  end  of  die  if 
preaching  winter;  I  should  tiembie  i* 
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light  for  a  long  group  of  pensioners,  con- 
ractors,  pay-  masters,  treasurers,  &c.  Sec 
rho  will  walk  forth  into  that  lobby,  in 
»rder  to  bring  up  an  address  to  their  sove- 
eign,  beseeching  that  he  will  persevere  to 
ilunder  and  assassinate  his  subjects,  and 
otally  to  extinguish  the  vital  spirit  of  that 
iree  constitution,  on  the  maintenance  of 
irhich  alone  rests  his  claim  to  the  throne 
^f  these  realms. 

The  hoo.  governor  has  justly  observed, 
hat  the  address  moved  for  by  government 
B  an  echo  of  the  speecli  imposed  on  their 
oyal  master;  it  occurs  to  me.  Sir,  that 
he  Speech  itself  is,  in  many  of  its  most 
triking  passages,  an  echo  to  the  conti- 
nental remonstrances,  and  declarations  of 
ndependency :  for  instance,  **  they  have 
e[ected,  with  insult  and  indignity,  every 
mr  of  accommodation ;"  this  is  verbatim 
he  charge  brought  against  the  mother- 
lountry  by  the  oppressed  colonies.  They 
ikewise  aeclare,  that  **  it  would  be  rash 
o  put  an  end  to  their  plan,  when  they 
lave  every  reason  to  pursue  it;" — that 
'  it  is  a  contest  of  the  last  importance" — 
'  a  war,  not  of  ambition,  but  necessity" 
-^ood  God,  Sir !  state  this  argument,  on 
^or  part,  in  other  language,  without  per- 
^rtiog  the  sense,  and  it  will  stand  thus— 
fou  are  ambitious  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
ree-bivrn  Britons,  and  it  is  necessary  we 
hould  have  an  army  of  foreign  assassins, 
nd  use  every  barbarity  to  render  them 
laves.  Omnipotence  on  one  side.  Sir, 
fiust  imply  slavery  on  the  other.  When 
ews  was  brought  to  Agesilaus,  king  of 
»parta,  during  a  civil  war  in  Greece,  that 
bloody  fight  had  happened  near  the  city 
f  Corinth,  but  that  thp  Spartans  were 
ictorious,  and  the  number  of  their  troops 
illed  inconsiderable,  compared  with  tne 
>8a  of  the  enemy,  instead  of  exultations 
f  joy,  that  wise  and  humane  monarch, 
rkh  a  deep  sigh,  cried  out,  *<  Oh,  un- 
appy  Greece !  to  have  slain  so  many  of 
by  best  warriors  with  thine  own  hand, 
rfao,  had  they  lived,  might  have  proved  a 
satch  for  all  the  barbarians  in  the  world !" 

am  credibly  informed.  Sir,  that  when  our 
nost  gracious  sovereign  received  news  of 
he  unhappy  conflict  at  Long-island,  he 
»roke  forth  in  an  exclamation  of  a  like 
iliilosophic  and  generous  nature,  lament- 
ng,  that  (jreat  Britain  should  destroy  so 
Dany  of  her  brave  men  with  her  own  hand, 
irho  had  they  lived  in  mutual  concord, 
Dtght  have  set  at  defiance  the  united  force 
i€  our  natural  enemies,  the  Bourbon  states. 
It  this  hour  threatening  us  with  an  inva- 
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sive  war.  Confident  as  I  was,  that  such 
ideas  perfectly  coincided  with  his  Majesty's 
known  humanity  of  heart,  I  did  not  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  the  most  flagitious 
minister  of  the  bloody  junto  would  dare  to 
advise  a  continuance  of  these  ruinou^  mea- 
sures, and  propose  a  speech  from  the 
throne,  evidently  dictated  by  despotism, 
hypocrisy,  and  infatuation,  i.  Sir,  enter- 
tained hopes  of  healing  propositions,  and 
a  timely  derdiction,  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  of  its  unjustifiable  and  empty 
claim  of  taxation ;  that  efficient  cause  of 
the  civil  war,  and  which,  if  made  an  ulti- 
matum of  your  terms  of  peace,  cannot  fail 
to  accelerate  the  downfaU  of  your  empire. 
For  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  sup- 
port so  desperate  a  purpose  at  the  point  of 
the  sword ;  at  the  present  alarming  crisis 
too ;  the  French  and  Spaniards  preparing 
for  a  rupture,  and  the  nation  sinking  ander 
an  enormous  debt  of  150  millions,  argues 
folly  in  us  beneath  the  unlettered  parlia- 
ment, madness  beyond  the  insane  parlia- 
ment, and  a  blood-thirsty  ^irit  of  enter- 
prize  above  any  of  the  proscribing,  chi« 
valrous  parliaments,  under  the  worst  of  the 
Plantagenet-tyrants. 

The  force  and  prosperity  of  every  na- 
tion depends,  in  great  measure,  on  its  po- 
pulousness.  *^  The  Romans,"  says  a  learned 
author,  <*  destroying  others,  were  at  length 
themselves  destroyed;  continually  in  ac- 
tion, and  embarked  on  the  most  hazardous 
attempts,  they  wore  out,  like  a  weapon 
kept  constanUy  in  use."  Whoever  will 
duly  reflect  on  the  state  and  transactions  of 
this  pur  nation,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  will  find  her  much  reduced  in  num- 
ber of  inhabitants ;  not  only  from  the  ef- 
forts of  the  late  war,  but  from  her  exten- 
sive maritime  and  commercial  emigra- 
tions— her  garrisons  and  settlements  in 
the  remotest  and  most  extreme  comers  of 
the  globe—her  enterprizes  in  the  East- 
Indies,  and  nnny  debilitating  home  manu- 
factinries  that  administer  to  the  luxuries 
of  the  great,  unthought  of  in  ancient 
times;  neither  are  we  at  all  behind  the 
heathen-world  for  the  waste  of  debauchery 
and  intemperance.  In  the  midst  of  these 
various  drains,  is  our  little  chderic  island 
entering  upon  a  war  of  the  most  inveterate 
nature,  and  for  an  unattainable  object — a 
war,  that  were  you  peopled  like  the  domi- 
nions of  China,  and  disciplined  by  the  pro- 
lific morality  of  the  primitive  disciples  of 
Lycurgus,  must  ere  long  totally  annihilate 
your  empire.  **  Nature,"  says  Montes- 
quieu, <^  haying  made  men  equal,  reason 

L4X] 
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cai!  never  make  them  dependenti  unless 
where  it  is  necessary  to  their  happiness." 
I  shall  add,  that  ad  appeal  must  ever  hold, 
in  equity,  to  the  Common  sense  of  living 
societies,  from  the  compacts  or  institutions 
of  the  dead. 

Thus  much  may  of  a  truth  \]fe  advanced 
in  favour  of  the  Americans:  partners  with 
jou  in -the  triumphs  of  a  most  glorious 
foreign  war,  and  m  all  those  national  be- 
nefits acquired  by  your  joint  exertions  and 
prowess,  they  stood  firmly  cemented  to 
you  by  affection,  as  well  as  consanguinity. 
Perhaps,  Sir,  there  are  deep  founded  civi- 
lians, whose  rules  might  have  held  them 
justified  long  ago,   in  saving  their  rising 
fortunes  from  your  sinking  fate,  and  in  an 
absolute  separation  from  your  dominion, 
were  it  only  upon  that  fundamental  prin- 
ciple which  ou^t  to  govern  human  socie- 
ties, as  well  as  individuals^the  law  of  self 
preservation.    They  might,  indeed,  have 
urged  a  plea  of  insanity  against  tbe  parent 
country,  whose  folly,  ambition,  and  rapa- 
ciousness,  were  proceeding  with  gigantic 
strides,  to  destroy  one  common  stock  of 
bappiness,  the  jomt  property  of  all  the 
members  of  this  distracted  empire :   nei- 
ther was  such  abundfint  happiness  to  be 
found,  I  believe,  in  the  lot  of  any  mortal 
society  since  the  beginning  of  the  uni< 
verse.    A  faction   of  despots    presiding 
over  your  ostensible  government,  fitter  for 
the  cells  of  Bedlam  than  the  efficient  ca- 
binet of  a  limited  monarch,  whose  sole 
right  to  his  diadem,  is  a  right  of  election 
from  the  people— and  the  end  of  that  elec- 
tion, to  guard  inviolate  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  all  his  subjects — though  the 
colonies  beheld  such  alarming  evils,  and 
another    dependent    country    ^Ireland) 
thamefully  trampled  upon,  sufiienng  inju- 
ries^ and   indignities  too  numerous  and 
glaring  to  need  a  recital — and  which  couu- 
Iry,  by  the  way,  never  deserved  a  like 
treatment  at  your  hands,  uidess  to  bear  it 
be  to  deserve  it.    I  say.  Sir,  though  the 
Americans  clearly  saw  these  thines,  it  was 
with  an  eye  of  affliction,  and  rather  with 
the  tear  of  pity  given  to  your  public  de- 
generacy and  fascination,  than  the  least 
spark  of  anger :   but  when  you  followed 
tjiose  distant  enormities,  by  bringing  home 
tp  their  own  thresholds,  the  hand  of  rapine 
iLnd  tyranny — when  you  with  a  remorse- 
less violence  were  preparing  to  wrest  from 
them  every  blessing  to  which  they  were 
unalienably  entitled,  as   British  subjects 
and  freemen,  substituting  instead,  a  con- 
.stitulion  never  attempted  to  be  imposed 
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on  any  spot  of  Christian  earth,  but  bj  a 
banditti  of  highwaymen  on  the  hesths  of 
Bagshot  or  HounsIoW— ^  Gi?e  mejon 
money,  or  I'll  blow  out  your  bnuns;"-. 
then.  Sir,  it  was  surely  higb  time,  if  their 
felt  like  men,  and  like  Britons,  to  act  wii 
a  spirit  of  fortitude  becoming  meo,  and 
becoming  Britons.    From  what  aocuned 
examples  our  prevailing  system  of  pdttb 
is  drawn,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover;  1  eta 
conceive  there  is  nothing  of  a  simDaroan- 
plexion,  amidst  all  the  voluptuoos  sdoiIi 
of  mankind,  unless  it  be  met  with  in  the 
memoirs  of  Dionysius,  tyrant  of  Syrtcae. 
Sir,  that  monster  being  determined  o^ 
the  ruin  of  the  free  people  of  Reggio,  i» 
posed  on  them  certain    exactions,  with 
which  he  was  persuaded  they  had  not  thi 
ability  to  comply — Whence  he  foooded  i 
pretext  to  invest  their  territorieB  with  i 
formidable  army ;  after  a  gallant  and  d^ 
sperate  defence,  they  were  reduced  to  n 
unconditional  surrender:   Dionysius tbes 
laid  their  cit^  in  ashes ;  condeniiied  wuj 
T>f  the  principal  inhabitants  to  cnie]  tar- 
tures,  and  sold  the  rest  for  slaves  by  belt 
of  drum,  to  the  highest  bidder  in  a  pobfic 
market-place.    How  happj.  Sir,  w(ra]d  it 
make  our  first  lord  commissioDer  of  the 
Admiralty,  were  he  appointed  drummer  it 
the  city  of  New  York  on  a  like  oocaaoo! 
To  invocate  the  special  interpositioo  of 
Providence  in  such  an  infernal  undertskiB§| 
is  the  most  profligate  excess  of  blasphe- 
my ;  but,  however  the  mercenaries  of  (^ 
vemment  may  this  day  act,  I  h(methend^ 
pendent  country  gentlemen  will  joinvi& 
me  to  implore  the  God  of  clemency,  thst 
he  will  exorcise  this  demon  of  discord  ai 
violence,  which  has  too  long  inspired  off 
deliberations,  and  presided  over  tfaepohii 
counsels  of  every  branch  of  the  Britshk' 
gislature.    May  that  God  at  length  o|||ei 
our  eyes  and  our  hearts,  to  the  tme  ii^ 
terests  of  our  country !— I  approve  of  dn 
Amendment,  because  I  think  itbidsfiBrts 
save  both  countries  from  destruction,  iri 
to  restore  perfect  concord  to  the  cootead* 
ing  parts  of  this  distracted  empife.  I 
you  empower  the  commissioners  in  Aa^ 
rica  to  propose  peace  on  equitable  coafr 
tions,  1  make  no  doubt,  but  by  so  lao^ 
ble  a  step,  you  will  obtain  firom  your  col^ 
nies,  through  tlie  Howes,  as  fair  and  stfi^ 
nanimous  an  answer,  as  that  which  «• 
sent  from  the  Falerii  to  the  Roman  8eniB» 
by  the  great  Camillus :  «  The  Romsas « 
having  preferred  justice  to  conquest,  bi«e 
taught  us  to  be  satisfied  with  iubmiiit* 
instead  of.  liberty/' " 
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Sir  Herbert  Machmrtk  professed  himself 
0  be  one  of  the  independent  country  gen? 
lemen,  and  declared,  he  feared  that  mat- 
ers were  much  misrepresented ;  that  he 
lid  not  like  to  hear  gentlemen  so  ready 
0  find  a  plea  for  the  Americans  on  every 
ccasioD,  and  even  when  they  were  beat, 
i>  hunt  after  a  reason  to  shew  that  they 
ould  not  avoid  it,  and  that  some  particu- 
ur  circumstances  occasioned  it.  He  was 
ver  most  clearly  against  that  House  at- 
smpting  to  tax  Aroericay  as  America  was 
ot  represented  in  that  House;  but  he 
iiou^ht  it  highly  necessary  to  maintain 
^e  right  r  and  that  it  was  but  reasonable 
ae  should  contribute  sometlilng  in  return 
Mr  the  miUions  she  had  cost  this  country* 
Ls  an  ancient  Briton,  he  felt  for  the  ho- 
Dur  of  his  country,  and  therefore  wished 
er  success;  not  but  he  would  be  glad 
lat  a  proper  treaty  for  reconciliation  was 
B  foot,  and,  he  owned  he  cared  not  whe- 
ler  it  was  with  rebels  in  arms  or  without 
lem.    He  was  against  the  Amendment 

Mr.  r.  TomuSeiuL  I  do  not  rise.  Sir, 
»  discuss  that  humourous  paragraph, 
hich  the  ministers  have  thought  proper 
» insert  in  his  Majesty's  Speech ;  calhng 
t  the  unanimity  of  this  House,  and  of 
le  nation  at  large.  I  call  it  humorous, 
K»use  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  any  one 

consider  it  as  serious.  We  have,  thank 
od,  a  very  witty  minister,  and  he  has 
ought  proper  at  this  time,  when  the  ge* 
rahty  of  tne  world  think  this  country  in 
lituatioo,  that  ought  to  make  the  boldest 
in  among  you  tremble,  to  treat  us  with 
oke«    It  would  be  doing  the  composer 

the  speech  great  injustice  to  suppose, 
it  he  meant  in  earnest  to  assume,  that 
»  most  now  be  unanimous.  If  he  were, 
lat  must  be  his  logic  ?  Must  he  not  rea- 
a  thus?  Gentlemen,  you  and  all  the 
Nrld  foretold  last  year,  that  the  measures 

administration  would  bring  the  aflairs 
Americainto  the  unhappy  state  in  which 
»  now  see  them ;  that  they  would  force 
3  Americans  to  a  declaration  of  inde- 
Ddence ;  and  you  urged  those  natural 
Dsequences  as  reasons  for  opposing  such 
Msures.  The  consequences  you  fore- 
d  have  happened :  come  then,  give  us 
w  your  confidence,  and  be  unanimous 
your  support  of  the  same  men,  in  the 
Mecution  of  the  same  system.  To  say 
It  the  measures  of  last  year  did  not  tend 
thu  end,  seems  to  me  absurd  to  the  last 
gree.  What  did  you  do  by  your  Ian- 
age  in  every  debate,  and  by  the  provi- 
Dfl  of  every  Act  that  you  passed  i  Did 
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you  not  declare  them  out  of  your  protec- 
tion ?  Did  you,  even  in  your  acts  of  par- 
liament, so  much  as  affect  to  distinguish 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  ? 

In  this  situation,  ministers  think  proper 
to  trifle  with  the  House.  I  never  saw 
such  a  scene  on  the  first  day  of  a  session, 
in  a  most  important  hour,  as  I  have  seen 
to-day*  Ministers  do  not  think  themselves 
bound  to  give  answers  to  the  questions 
that  have  been  put  to  them  by  many  re- 
spectable gentlemen:  nay,  they  do  not 
even  preserve  the  least  appearance  of  at- 
tention ;  they  do  not  keep  their  seats, 
'they  walk  about  the  House,  or  out  of  the 
House.  I  really  thought  some  time  ago, 
that  the  minister  in  the  blue  ribbon  had 
left  the  House  entirely,  and  meant  to  de- 
pute the  care  of  the  division  to  his  clerks 
and  secretaries,  who  might  afterwards  re- 
port the  numbers  to  him  at  his  own  house. 
Such  treatment,  I  believe,  a  House  of 
Parliament  never  experienced  at  any  time, 
at  least  not  at  so  important  a  period;  a 
period,  when  we  may  possibly  have  reason 
to  expect,  that  before  many  months  are 
over  our  heads,  this  country  may  be  in  a 
state  of  as  much  confusion  and  desolation 
as  now  prevails  in  America,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  past  measures. 

I  will  now  venture  to  put  a  few  questions 
to  the  administration.  I  must  ask,  then, 
what  means  that  part  of  the  speech, 
which' tells  us,  that  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope are  in  amity  with  us,  but  that  we- 
roust  put  our  forces  in  a  respectable  state  ? 
Is  not  France  arming  ?  Is  not  Spain  arm- 
ed ?  Has  not  the  former  called  tor  the  re- 
gistered seamen  ?  Has  she  not  swept  her 
coasts  by  a  press?  Does  there  remain 
even  a  fisherman  on  the  coast  opposite  to 
us,  fit  for  the  king's  service,  wiio  is  not 
marching,  or  under  orders  to  march  to 
Brest  ?  Has  she  not  an  equipment  at  Brest 
ready  to  sail  ?  Have  we  hot  pressed,  and 
are  we  not  putting  a  fleet  of  men  of  war 
into  commission  ?  I  have  been  told  that 
the  court  of  France  ht^ve  been  asked  the 
reason  of  their  arming,  and  that  the  an- 
swer our  court  received  was,  that  we  were 
armed  ourselves,  and  in  so  formidable  a. 
state,  that  we  should  immediately  subdue 
America,  and  that  they  were  jealous,  that 
in  the  career  of  our  glory  we  should  fidl 
upon  tl^em.  If  that  is  true,  I  must  suppose 
the  minister  of  France  to  have  been  m  as 
facetious  a  humour  when  he  sent  that  an- 
swer, as  our  minister  was,  when  he  composed 
that  part  of  his  Majestv's  speech,  which  as- 
sumes, that  we  must  be  unanimous  in  this 
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day's  debate.  I  must  confess,  that  till  1 
receive  a  little  satisfaction  upon  these 
points,  I  shall  continue  to  think  this  coun- 
try in  the.  most  perilous  situation.  When 
I  consider  our  army  in  England,  0lir  army 
in  Ireland,  what  are  the  numbers,  and  of 
what  raw  men  they  are  composed,  I  own, 
I  tremble.  Surely  our  militia  alone,  in 
its  present  condition,  is  not  to  be  trusted 
as  the  only  defence  of  this  country.  It  is 
not  like  what  it  was  during  the  last  war. 
The  militia  marched  out  from  their  coun- 
ties, regiment  by  regiment,  according  to 
the  state  of  'their  discipline,  and  their  fit- 
ness to  take  the  field.  They  had  had  the 
assistance  of  two  or  three  officers  from  the 
army,  in  training  each  separate  battalion. 
Now  they  will  be  called  out  all  at  once, 
and  without  these  assistances.  Add  to 
this,  that  without  any  reflection  upon  the 
present  gentlemen  who  bear  commissions 
m  tfie  militia,  they  have  not  a  fourth  part 
of  the  weight  and  property  among  them, 
that  they  had  during  the  war.  Now,  Sir, 
as  those  essential  qualities  in  officering  a 
militia'  are  not  counterbalanced  by  the 
least  superiority  in  military  skill,  that 
body  of  men  are,  in  my  opmioh,  not  by 
any  means  so  much  to  be  depended  upon. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  navy,  there^re 
one  or  two  verj  striking  features  in  it, 
that  difier  much  from  what  we  saw  last 
war.  We  had  12  or  13,000  Americans  in 
our  navy.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  where 
they  are  now.  They  are  making  reprisals 
upon  our  defenceless  trade.  We  have  be- 
sides, about  15,000  seamen  in  our  fleet  in 
America.  What  a  draught  from  the  ge- 
neral naval  force  of  this  country!  We 
have,  as  you  are  told,  a  very  fine  fleet  of 
ships  of  the  line :  but  can  ships  of  the  line 
protect  your  trade,  or  alone  prevent  an  in- 
vasion? Where  are  'your  frigates  and 
sloops?  Almost  all  in  America.  1  have 
been  told,  and  by  men  who  sat  many  years 
at  the  board  of  Admiralty,  with,  perhaps, 
the  greatest  officer  this  country  ever  saw 
at  the  head  of  its  navy,  that  in  times  of  an 
apprehended  invasion,  fifty,  sistty,  seventy 
of  th^e  frigates  and  sloops  were  constant- 
ly and  necessarily  employed.  What  pro- 
portion of  them  can  you  now  command  ? 

In  the  last  war,  the  French  had  other  ob- 
jects to  think  of,  besides  an  invasion  of  these 
islands.  You  had  an  army  in  Germany, 
that  held  at  bay,  and  found  ample  work 
for  150,000  of  the  best  troops  in  France. 
What  chance  have  we  tiow  of  such  a  di- 
version of  their  force  ?  They  seem  to  me 
to  have  before  them^  die  full  choice  of 
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every  circumstance  that  a  nation  caa  wiA 
for,  that  have  a  constant  rival,  andalmHl 
as  constant  an  enemy  to  deal  with.  Ther 
may  chuse  the  scene,  the -mode,  and,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  the  degree  of  w 
they  please.  The  fleet  of  Spaia  wtj  tail 
to  America,  while  the  troops  aad  fleet  of 
France  may  either  threaten  or  attack  thii 
country.  If  they  march  their  troops  down 
to  the  coast,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  iCrib 
almost  a  fiatal  blow  to  the  credit  of  tfai 
country,  at  the  same  time  that  jour  ikit 
in  America  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Spaniards.  For  what  can  lord  Hove*! 
frigates  do  against  ten  or  twelve  men  ef 
war  of  the  line  ? 

%  The  disputes  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal are  hinted  at  in  the  speedi.  if  tbit 
difierence  proceeds  to  an  open  niptare,if 
France  and  Spain  jointly,  or  either  ef 
them  separately,  attack  that  country,  n 
are  bound  by  treaty  to  assist  Portaealviiii 
considerable  succours  by  sea  ana  bad. 
The  commerce  of  this  country  with  Pv* 
tugal  has  been  always  looked  upon  is  la 
object  of  importance ;  it  may  be  somelhiog 
less  beneficial  now,  than  it  used  to  be,  bat 
still  it  is  of  great  moment  to  us.  Ciajei 
in  your  present  situation  fyrotect  it  ?  Cs 
you  perform  your  engagements,  and  ift* 
tempt  to  prevent  that  country  finm  b^ 
commg  a  province  of  Spain?  ^^5 
figure  will  this  country  make,  if  it  ii 
obliged  to  declare  in  the  face  of  sD  £i- 
rope,  that  it  is  not  in  a  coodition  to  Mi 
its  treaties  (a  disgrace  which  never  bd«e 
stained  the  annals  of  this  coantry !)  ad 
to  suffer  Portugal,  once  the  source  ef  > 
trade  extremely  beneficial  to  us,  to  be 
over-run  by  the  princes  of  the  Home  a 
Bourbon,  and  perhaps  to  become  ape* 
vince  of  Spain. 

The  worthy  member  who  spoke  H 
threw  out  a  sort  of  a  challenge :  do  itf 
declaim,  but  shew  me,  wheo  this  Henc 
has  inflicted  any  hardship  upon  Aiaenc^ 
I  must  recommend  to  the  gentlenna  te 
take  one  or  two  of  the  volumes  of  stUnW 
of  the  two  last  years,  and  peruse  tte 
He  will  find  them  full  of  such  laws  as  aefff 
made  a  part  of  ally  8tatute4M>ok  bdeA 
He  win  find,  that  we  have  put  the  oolosiB 
totally  aut  of  our  protection :  thatwebiM 
forbid  them  the  exercise  of  any  trade  W 
that  of  arms,  and  have  by  those  «■■ 
forced  them  to  take  up  those  anas  tad  a* 
them  against  ourselves  :  thaft  we  profc** 
to  involve  the  innocent  subjects  of  A** 
rica  with  the  guilty :  that  oar  restridie* 
did  not  only  deprive  theift  of  tnde  M 
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yen  of  food*  .  In  this  situation  we  are  to 
bonder  at  Iheir  declaring  themselves  inde- 
eodent.  Sir,  the  worthy  member  has 
kewise  accused  somebody  of  taking  every 
pportunity  of  extolling  the  bravery  of  the 
American  troops  and  officers,  and  at  the 
inoe  time  of  wantonly  censuring  the  be- 
aviour  of  our  own  officers  and  troops. 
LS  to  the  afiPair  of  Lone  Island,  as  the 
ction  happened,  I  am  glad  to  find  it  at* 
mded  with  so  little  loss  on  the  side  of 
eneral  Howe.  1  own  I  am  wicked 
Qough  to  wish  that  fewer  Americans  had 
dlen.  There  are  disagreeable  reports  on 
lat  subject.  I  hope  the  ministers  will  be 
t>le  to  convince  us,  that  it  is  not  true,  that 
,500  of  them  were  killed  in  cold  blood. 
Vlien  I  came  to  town  the  day  the  news 
rrived,  1  heard  that  fact  asserted  with 
xultation,  avowed  and  justified.  After- 
ardsy  1  heard  it  upon  a  little  cooler  re- 
ection,  palliated  and  accounted  and  apo* 
>gized  for :  I  understand  that  to  day  it 
ill  be  denied.  As  I  do  not  pretend  to 
e  certain  of  the  fact,  I  will  not  even  hint 
i  the  body  of  troops,  by  which  it  is  sup- 
O0ed  to  have  been  committed.  I  havenever 
een  disposed  to  make  free  with  the  cha- 
icters  of  officers  absent  and  upon  service, 
am  sure,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have 
aat  those  reflections,  alluded  to  by  an 
on.  gentleman,  upon  the  conduct  of  sir 
*eter  Parker.  I  liave  always  heard  him 
eckoned  an  able  officer ;  he  has  undoobt- 
dly,  in  the  aflhir  of  Sullivan's  Island, 
bewn  himself  a  brave  man.  It  is  impos- 
ible  for  one  so  ignorant  of  naval  affiurs  as 

am^  to  judge  of  the  prof^riety  of  the 
ttack.  But  where  is  the  character  of  ge- 
eral  Clinton  I  as  amiable  and  respectable 

man,  and  as  j^ant  and  emterpristng  an 
fficer  as  any  m  the  service.  And  yet, 
oMlgment  formed  by  mankind  from  the 
cconnts  published  by  govermsent  is  not 
1  his  favour.  He  appears,  by  their  ac- 
onnts,  to  have  been  nineteen  days  on 
^ng  Island,  before  he  found  out  the 
hannel  was  seven  feet  deep  instead  of 
ighteen  inches.  General  Clinton  in  the 
»t  war  attached  himself  to  the  hereditary 
rince  of  Brunswick,  a  service,  that  would 
lot  have  been  ^osen  by  a  man,  that  had 
iQi  the  spirit  of  enterprise.  In  such  a 
chool  he  was  not  likely  to  decline  any  fa- 
Igue  or  danger,  by  which  the  service, 
vfoa  which  he  was  ordered,  might  be  ad- 
ranced*  Nor  did  he  deviate  from  his 
brmer  conduct  upon  this  occasion : 
hough  the  accounts  that  have  been  pub- 
ished  and  the  reports  spread  by  every 


member  of  government  may  have  drawn 
upon  him  the  censure  of  unthinking  men. 
Sir,  I  have  seen  such  accounts,  as  autho- 
rise me  to  say,  that  he  examined  tlie 
channel  or  ford,  as  it  has  been  erroneously 
called,  the  day  he  landed,  and  that  he 
sent  an  account  of  it  to  the  commodore. 
He  sounded  it  with  his  own  person  as  fiv 
as  he  could.  If  I  advance  what  is  ill- 
founded,  let  me  be  contradicted.  But  I 
am  confident  no  man  can  contradict  me. 
If  I  am  right,  how  injuriously  he  has  been 
treated!  Hie  worthy  member  exclaims 
with  propriety  against  liberties  taken  with 
the  characters  of  absent  officers,  but  Jet  him 
remember  the  quarter  from  whence  the 
injury  comes,  and  direct  his  censure  ac- 
cordingly. 

There  is,  I  think,  one  part  of  the  speech 
which  mentions  a  discovery  of  the  ori- 
ginal designs  of  the  leaders  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. In  God's  name,  who  made  them 
leadens  ?  How  came  they  to  be  so  ?  If  youf 
force  men  together  by  oppression,  they 
will  form  into  bodies,  and  chuse  leaders. 
Mr.  Hancock  was  a  merchant  of  credit 
and  opulence  when  this  unhappy  bunnesa 
first  broke  out.  Men  in  that  kind  of  situa- 
tion are  not  very  prone  to  a  change  of  go- 
vernment. I  think  I  have  sometimes  heard 
a  few  old  women  say,  that  the  civil  war  of 
the  last .  century  was  originally  contrived 
by  Cromwell ;  that  the  first  opposition  to 
Charles  1,  was  begun  in  oider  to  advance 
Cromwell  to  the  protectorship.  It  is  a 
sagacity  and' penetration  of  the  same  kind 
that  luM  now  happily  discovered  the  ori- 
ginal views  of  toose  who  now  are  the 
leaders  of  the  Americana. 

Some  gent]emen;have  been  jocular  upon 
the  ribbons  and  other  henottrs  conferred 
by  the  Conffress.  They  have,  however, 
hardly  distributed    honours    with  a  less 

Sparing  hand  than  the  ministees  have 
one.  I  believe,  sinoe  the  good  da3rB  of 
kmg  James  1,  there  never  was  so  great  a 
pronision  of  honours,  as  within  this  half 
year.  One  Gazette  araoooced  no  less 
than  S2  honours  confWred  in  Ireland.  The 
great  seals  of  England  and  Irdand  have 
been  set  to  46  patents  of  peerage  within 
these  few  months.  Some  of  than,  Ibe« 
lieve,  supposed  not  to  be  quite  coosistent 
with  the  Act  of  Unioik  But,  Sir,  I  aos  do- 
viatine  from  the  business  before  us:  I 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  few 
questions  which  I  have  ventured  to  submit 
to  those,  who  kn  other  tttnes  would  hav« 
been  thought  under  eome  degitee  of  ne- 
cenitgrofaBSsreiingtheB.    IshaHnotbo 
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mach  sarprifled  to  find  my  questions 
treited  as  those  o&red  by  other  gentle- 
men hare  been.  However,  if  I  can  pro- 
cure Br  satisfactory  answer  to  them,  I  wall 
think  myself  amply  repaid  for  the  trouble 
I  have  taken. 

Lord  North.  1  think  it  proper  to  deli- 
ver my  sentiments  thus  early»  because 
should  I  defer  my  intention  for  only  half 
an  hour  longer,  the  House  may  probably 
fi>i^t  one  of  my  prime  inducements  for 
rising  to  trouble  you.  It  is,  Sir,  to  meet 
the  charge  made  against  me  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  lest  it  may 

S\  forth,  that  1  neglected  my  duty  in  this 
ouse,  as  a  member  or  a  minister ;  lest, 
Sir,  an  absence  of  ten  minutes,  on  a  press- 
ing call  of  business  in  the  course  of  a  de- 
bate, which  will  probably  continue  fourteen 
hours,  should  be  represented  as  a  desertion 
of  my  post,  in  the  moment  of  difficulty.  I 
may,  Sir,  be  deficient  in  manj  respects, 
but  of  all  wants  I  never  imagmed  that  a 
want  of  respect,  diligence  as  a  member,  or 
attention  to  this  House,  would  have  swelled 
the  long  catalogue.  I  am  yet  to  learn, 
diat  the  behaviour  of  a  member,  relative 
to  these  personal  minut^^  was  ever 
esteemed  a  fit  object  of  parliamentaiy  ani- 
madversion, or  matter  sufficiently  impor- 
tant to  incur  public  reprehension. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  objected 
this  night,  that  I  have  sincathe  commence- 
ment of  the  present  troubles,  held  back 
auch  information  as  became  necessary  for 
you  to  know,,  in  order  the  better  to  be 
able  to  decide  upon  measures  proper  to 
be  pursued,  relative  to  America.  Nothing 
can  be  more  unjust  and  ill-founded  than 
this  charge.  1  have  been  ready  at  all 
times  to  communicate  every  possible  in- 
formation that  could  be  given  with  safety. 
1  repeat  with  safety,  because  the  disclosure 
of  the  full  contents  of  letters,  with  die 
writers*  names,  would  not  only  be  impoli- 
tic, but  might  be  fttal  to  the  persons  im- 
mediately concerned. 

Several  hon.  gentlemen  have  proposed 
questions,  which  I  think  an  attentive  pe- 
rusal of  the  speech  would  have  prevented 
them  from  putting  to  me.  His  Majesty 
aays,  he  has  received  assurances  of  amity 
from  the  several  courts  of  Europe ;  yet 
he  has  thought  it  necessary  t6  prepare 
hunsdf  ajpdnst  any  sudden  attack.  The 
assertion  is,  I  contend,  strictly  true ;  I  am 
answerable  for  itsToradty;  for  I  advised 
in  concert  with  the  rest  of  his  Majes^^s 
servants,  the  p^issa^  now  objected  to. 
"'"  ^''-   -"^   ireoeived  thoae assurances ; 
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but  he  has  not  thought  it  prudent  entiidy 
to  rely  on  their  contents.    It  is  wdl  kncMni 
that  Spain  and  Portugal  have  been  for  the 
last  year  on  the  point  of  differing  about 
the  frontiers  of  the  Brazik.    It  is  equaBy 
true,  that  his  Majesty  has  interposed  his 
g^ood  offices  as  a  mediator.    This  inteipo- 
sttion  promises  to  terminate  happily ;  it  is 
however,  impossible  to  tell  what  torn  the 
afiair  may  taKC.    From  the  present  assur- 
ances of^the  court  of  France^  we  hsie 
every  reason  tb  be  satisfied  of  their  padfie 
intentions;   should  it  nevertheless  prove 
otherwise,  I  can  from  my  own  knowledge, 
assure  this  House,  that  we  are  prepand 
for  the  worst,  and  that  our  fweparatians 
have  been  such  as  to  enable  us  to  cope 
with  any  enemy  who  may  be  inclined  to 
molest    us.      It   has    l>eett    said!,    thst 
we  are  stripped  of  our  home  nmnl  de- 
fence;  that  though  we  should  procose 
seamen,  and  have  a  sufficient  nomber  of 
line  of  battle  ships  ready  for  sea,  the  ab> 
sence  of  our  frigates  would  prevent  oi, 
for  some  time,  at  least,  from  carrfiw  on 
any  effectual  naval  opcnrtions.     To  tms^  r 
▼ery short  answer  will  suffice:    we  ivtc 
several  frigates  at  home;  there  are  soass 
building ;  and  if  it  were  not  so,  we  oooU 
procure  a  sufficient  number    to    answer 
every  purpose  we  want,  or  wish  at  pmcnt 
to  efiect     The  armament  ^oing  on  la 
France,  which  has  been  this   night  ss 
mightfly  ma^ified,  is  but  a  snoall  one.    It 
consists  of  SIX  ships  of  the  line  and  fiMr 
frigates.    They  are,  it  is  true,  potting  their 
navv  on  a  respectable  footing ;  thej  hsvs 
made  a  demand  on  the  registers.     These 
preparations  import  nothing  directly  hos- 
tile; their  assurances  of  their  pacmc  dis- 
position towards  us  are  as  strong  as  words 
can  make  them :   but  1  repeat  onoe  more, 
that  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  thoi^ght- 
proper  to  advise  him  to  the  present  ams- 
ment,  byway  of  pYecaution. 

Two  or  three  hon.  gentlemen  hate 
charged  me  with  stuffing  the  speech  with 
wit  and  humour,  hypocrisy,  aecaltp  sosd 
absurdity ;  some  on  account  of  the  word 
**  unanimity  ;'*  others  for  the  fbUowing 
passage,  *'  my  desire  is  to  restore  to  the 
people  of  America  the  blessings  of  law  aad 
lib^y.''  Now,  I  see  no  wit  or  hnmoar 
in  either  of  the  passages  alluded  to^  but 
the  deductions  of  puiin  reasoniiig  and 
common  sense;  by  unanimity,  it  cannot 
be  supposed  was  meant  a  total  anion  of 
sentiment,  on  every  side  of  the  Hoose;  it 
could  hardly  be  imaged  or  expected;  it 
meant  great  and  decisive  mqorines,    * 
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ities  consiatiiigy  perhaps,  of  thirty  or  forty 
aembers.  As  to  (he  hypocrisy  charged 
m  the  other  passage,  wherein  his  Majesty 
izpresses  his  desire  to  restore  his  subjects 
0  Jaw  and  libertVi  that  I  think  is,  if  possi- 
lie,  worse  founded ;  instead  of  being  ab- 
urd  or  hypocritical,  it  is  supported  by 
iict|  and  as  sound  logic  as  the  Engliw 
inguage  is  capable  of  conveying.  Is  not 
iw  and  liberty  fled  from  America  ?  Can 
t  be  said  so  of  this  country  >  The  ddwte 
f  this  day  has  fully  proved  it  cannot;  and 

beg  leave  to  remind  the  gentlemen,  who 
tave  thrown  so  many  reflections  upon  ad- 
ninistrationy  that  they  would  soon  find  the 
lifference  of  the  two  countries,  had  they 
lared  to  make  so  free  with  the  congress. 

cannot,  however,  but  applaud  the  spirit 
rhich  has  dictated  those  severities:  I  am 
Jeased  with  that  spirit  of  enquiry  which 
las  manifested  itselt»  though  it  be  a  Ucen- 
ious  spirit;  and  I  wish  it  to  continue, 
bough  I  am  destined  to  be  the  object  of 
ttaw.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  amend- 
aent  proposed,  because  it  desires  his  Ma- 
esty  to  set  on  foot  a  tedious  enquiry  to 
iQ  purpose,  to  procrastinate  events  which 
[1  all  probability  will  soon  be  produced, 
nd  render  fruitless  every  favourable  ope- 
ation  which  has  already  taken  place.  It 
as  always  been  my  wish,  and  that  of  every 
ther  servant  of  the  king,  to  bring  matters 
0  as  early  an  issue,  and  with  as  little 
loodshed  as  possible ;  to  use  the  present 
uccesses  and  victory,  if  it  were  sained, 
rith  prudence  and  moderation,  and  rather 

8  a  means  of  cementing  a  lasting  unity 
nd  amity,  than  as  objects  of  triumph,  or 
istruments  for  forging  the  chains  of  sla- 
ery,  or  excuses  for  tyranny  or  oppression. 

Col.  BarrS  observed,  that  there  w.as  one 
uestion  which  had  been  put  in  the  course 
t  the  debate,  which  the  noble  lord 
ad  wholly  neglected  to  answer.    In  order 

9  give  him  an  opportunity  of  si)eaking  to 
;,  he  would  therefore  then  put  it,  and  sit 
own,  without  proceeding  further,  that  the 
oble  lord  might  give  the  House  that  sa- 
isfaction  which  he  doubted  not,  many  of 
iiem  wished  to  receive.  The  question 
ras,  **  What  powers  were  general  and  lord 
lowe  invested  with,  as  his  Majesty^s 
ommissioners  to  treat  with  America?" 

Lord  North  immediately  said,  that  their 
ommission  had  lately  been  published  in 
lie  Gazette,  and  that  nothing  relative  to 
he  business  had  been  concealed.  His 
Drdship  read  part  of  the  commission,  and 
aid,  he  knew  of  nothing  more,  unless  in- 
leed  some  direction  relative  to  prisoners. 


Colonel  BarrS  again  rose,  and  pulling 
a  pi^r  out  of  hb,  pocket,  ^declared,  he 
had  in  his  hand  an  account  of  what  passed  / 
at  a  conference  between  lieut.  colondl 
Patterson  and  general  Washington,  when 
colonel  Patterson  was  dispatched  with  ge- 
neral and  lord  Howe's  letter;  that  the  ac- 
count was  printed  in  America,  but  that  it 
bore  evident  marks  of  authenticity,  al- 
though indeed  it  did  not  come  «directly  to 
his  hitrnds;  for  he  could  positively  say, 
that  no  letter  directed  to  nim,  and  sent 
from  America,  ever  reached  him.  He 
commented  on  the  account  in  his  hand, 
declaring  his  high  esteem  for  colonel  Pat- 
terson, with  whom  he  had  the  happiness 
to  be  acquainted,  and  asserting,  tnat  h» 
was  a  man  of  the  first  honour  in  the  ser- 
vice. He  said,  the  account  he  was  going 
to  read  did  colonel  Patterson  infinite  cre- 
dit—He then  read  the  following  paper, 
from  the  New- York  Gazette  of  the  5th  of 
August: 

'<  The  following  is  an  exact  state  of 
what  passed  at  the  interview  between  bis 
excellency  general  Washington,  a^  co» 
lonel  Patterson,  adjutant-general  of  the 
army  under  general  Howe,  July  20, 1776. 

**  After  usual  compliments,  in  which, 
as  well  as  through  the  whole  conversation, 
colonel  Patterson  addressed  general  Wash- 
ington by  the  title  of  Excellency;  co« 
lonel  Patterson  entered  upon  the  business 
by  saying,'  that  general  Ifowe  much  re- 
gretted ue  difficulties  which  had  arisen 
respecting  the  address  of  the  letters  to 
gener^  Washington ;  that  it  was  deemed 
consistent  with  propriety,  and  founded 
upon  precedents  of  the  like  nature  by  am- 
bassaaors  and  plenipotentiaries,  where  dis- 
putes or  difficulties  of  rank  had  arisen; 
that  general  Washington  might  recollect 
he  had,  last  summed,  addressed  a  letter  to 
general  Howe,  to  the  hon.  William  Howe, 
esQ.  that  lord  Howe,  and  general  Howe, 
dia  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  respect 
or  rank  of  general  Washington;  that  they 
held  his  person  and  character  in  the  high- 
est esteem;  that  the  direction,  with  the 
addition,  &c.  &c.  &c.  implied  every  thing 
^at  ought  to  follow.  He  then  produced 
■^  letter  which  he  did  not  directly  offer  to 
general  Washington,  but  observed,  that  it 
was  the  same  letter  which  had  been  sent, 
and  laid  it  on  the  table,  with  the  super- 
scription to  George  Washington,  &c.  Sec* 
'&c.  The  general  declined  the  letter,  and 
said,  that  a  letter  directed  to  a  person  in 
a  public  character,  should  have  some  de- 
scription or  indication  of  it^  otherwise  it 
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would  appear  a  mere  private  letter ;  that 
it  was  true  the  &c.  &c.  Sec  implied  every 
thing,  and  they  also  implied  any  thing ; 
.that  the  letter  to  general  Howe  alluded 
to,  wag  an  answer  to  one  received  under  a 
like  address  from  him,  which  the  officer 
on  duty  having  taken,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  return,  but  answered  it  in  the 
same  mode  of  address ;  that  he  should  ab- 
solutely decline  any  letter  directed  to  him 
as  a  private  person,  when  it  related  to  his 
public  station.     Colonel  Patterson  then 
said,  that  general  Howe  would  not  urge 
his  delicacy  any  further,  and  repeated  his 
assertions,  that  no  failure  of  respect  was 
intended.    He  then  said,  that  he  would 
/endeavour,  as  well  as  he  could,  to  recol- 
lect general   Howe's  sentiments  on  the 
letter,  and  resolves  of  Congress,  sent  him 
a  few  days  before,  respecting  the  treat- 
ment of  our  prisoners  in  Canada,  and  that 
the  afikirs  of  Canada  were  in  another  de- 
partment, not  subject  to  the  controul  of 
general  Howe,  but  that  he  and  lord  Howe 
utterly  disapproved  of  every  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  humanity.    Colonel  Pat* 
terson  then  took  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket, 
and,  after  looking  it  over,  said,  he  had 
expressed  nearly   the   words.      General 
Washington  then  said,  that  he  had  also 
forwarded  ia  copy  of  the  resolves  to  ge- 
neral Burgoyne.    To  which  colonel  Pat- 
terson replied,  he  did  not  doubt  a  proper 
attention  would  be  paid  to  them,  and  that 
he  {general  Washmgton)    was  sensible, 
that  cruelty  was  not  the  characteristic  of 
the   British  nation.      Colonel    Patterson 
then  proceeded  to  say,  he  had  it  in  charge 
to  mention  the  case  of  general  Prescot, 
who,  they  were  informed,  was  treated  with 
jiuch  rigour,  that,  under  his  age  and  infir- 
mities, fatal  consequences  might  be  ap- 
prehended. 

*•  General  Washington  replied,  that  ge- 
neral Prescot's  treatment  had  not  fallen 
under  his  notice ;  that  the  persons  under 
his  particular  direction,  he  had  treated 
with  kindness,  and  made  their  situation  as 
easy  and  comfortable  as  possible ;  that  he 
did  not  know  where  general  Prescot  was, 
but  believed  his  treatment  was  different 
from  their  information.  General  Wash- 
ington then  mentioned  the  case  of  colonel 
AUen,  and  the  officers  who  had  been  con- 
fined in  Boston  gaol.  As  to  the  first,  cd. 
Patterson  answered,  that  general  Howe 
had  no  knowledge  of  it,  but  by  informa- 
tion from  general  Washington,  and  that 
the  Canada  department  was  not  under  his 
direction  or  controul ;  that  as  to  the  other 
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prisoners  at  Boston,  whenever  the  state  of 
the  army  at  Boston  admitted  it,  thej  were 
treated  with  humanity  and  evea  isdol- 
gence ;  that  he  asserted  this  upon  his  ho- 
nour, and  should  be  happy  id  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  it.. 

'<  General  Washiogtoa  then  observed, 
that  the  conduct  of  several  of  the  ofiioers 
would  well  have  warranted  a  difeeot 
treatment  from  what  they  had  reoeiTed; 
some  having  refused  to  give  anj  panics 
and  others  having  broke  it  wheo  gives, 
by  escaping,  or  endeavoariog  so  to  is. 
Colonel  Patterson  answered,  that  as  to 
the  first,  they  misunderstood  thesBSlter 
very  much,  and  seemed  to  have  mistosk 
the  line  of  propriety  exceedingly  ;  and  ss 
to  the  latter,  general  Howe  ntteriy  disap- 
pn>ved  and  condemned  their  condaoL 

**  That  if  a  remonstrance  was  made, 
such  violations  of  good  fiutlr  would  be  se- 
verely punished ;  but  that  he  hoped  ge- 
neral Washington  was  too  ji»t  to  dnv 
public  inferences  from  the  misbehaviour 
of  some  private  individuals ;  that  bad  sDes 
were  to  be  found  in  eveiy  claas  and  so- 
ciety ;  and  such  behaviour  was  considered 
as  a  dishonour  to  the  British  army.  Ca- 
lonel  Patterson  then  proceeded  to  say, 
that  the  goodness  and  benevolence  of  the 
King  had  induced  him  to  appoint  had 
Howe  and  general  Howe  his  coomiis- 
sioners  to  accommodate  this  unhappy  dis- 
pute; that  they  had  great  powers,  asd 
would  derive  the  greatest  pleasure  htm 
efiecting  an  accommodation  ;  and  that  kt 
(colonel  Patterson)  wiriied  to  have  tt 
visit  considered  as  making  die  first  sd- 
vances'to  this  desirable  object.  Geoenl 
Washington  replied,  he  was  not  vcsfed 
with  any  powers  on  this  subject,  by  dnse 
from  whom  he  derived  his  audiority  sad 
power.  But  from  what  had  appeared  sad 
transpired  on  this  head,  lord  Howe  sad 
general  Howe  were  only  to  grant  pardsai; 
that  those  who  had  committed  no  hah, 
wanted  no  pardon ;  that  we  were  oaly  de- 
fending what  we  deemed  our  indisputihfe 
right.  C(^onel  Pbtterson  said,  that  woald 
open  a  very  wide  field  for  ailment.  Be 
then  expressed  his  apprehensions  that  m 
adherence  to  forms  was  Iftdy  to 
business  of  the  greatest  moment  and 
corn. 

**  He  then  observed,  that  a  proposal 
had  been  formerly  made  of  exCTsngiaf 
governor  Skene  for  Mr.  Lovdl ;  that  m 
now  had  authority  to  accede  to  that  pro- 
posal: General  Washington  repliedy  that 
the  proposition  had  been  made  oy  the  di- 


14SS] 


on  iKe  Address  tfTfuinks. 


A.  D.  1776. 


[I4S0 


redion  of  Confess,  and  having  been  then 
rejected,  he  could  not  now  renew  the  bust- 
oesSy  or  give  any  afaswery  till  he  had  pre- 
viously communicated  it  to  them. 

<*  Colonel  Patterson  behaved  with  the 
§;ceatest  attention  and  politeness  during  the 
whole  business,  expressed  strong  acknow- 
ledgments that  the  usual  ceremony  of 
blinding  his  eves  had  been  dispensed  with. 
At  the  breaking  up  of  the  conference, 
^neral  Washington  stronsly  invited  him 
to  partake  of  a  small  collation  provided  for 
him,  which  he  politely  declined,  alledgtng 
his  late  breakfast,  and  an  impatience  to  re- 
turn to  general  Howe,  though  he  had  not 
executed  his  commission  so  amply  as  he 
ivishecl*  Finding  he  did  not  propose  stay- 
ing, he  was  introduced  to  the  general 
ameers,  after  which  he  took  his  leave,  itnd 
was  safely  conducted  to  his  own  boat, 
which  watted  for  him,  about  four  miles 
iistant  from  the  city.~-Made  public  by 
»rder  of  Congress, 

**  John  Hakcock,  President." 

Colonel  BarrS  demanded  of  the  minis- 
aersi  why  some  account  of  Uiis  matter  had 
not  been  given  the  public  through  the 
diannel  of  the  London  Gazette  f  He  said 
i  was  that  scandalous  concealment  of  in- 
lelligence  from  the  public,  which  roused 
lis  warmth ;  that  from  the  account  he  had 
ast  read  it  was  plain,  the  ministers  had 
Men  bold  enough  to  break  through  an  act 
>f  parliament,  tor  that  in  that  very  House 
he  Act  had  passed  but  last  session,  limiting 
he  powers  of  the  commissioners  sent  to 
l.nierica,  and  rendering  their  commission 
khogether  inellectual.  That  he  should 
lave  applauded  them  for  their  spirit  in  dar- 
ng  to  violate  the  law,  had  the  violation 
produced  a  salutary  effect.  That  he  had 
Bst  year  told  them  what  would  be  the 
lonsequeUce  of  their  sending  such  com- 
aissibners,  under  such  an  Act  of  parlia- 
oent ;  that  he  had  advised  them  to  send 
\  trumpet  from  camp  to  camp,  previous  to 
ny  action ;  that  the  House,  he  was  proud 
o  say,  had  approved  of  that  advice,  and 
bat  he  was  sure  it  would  have  been  more 
fieetual,  than  a  ridiculous  attempt  at  a 
reaty,  overlaid  by  absurd  forms  and  idle 
onctilio.  He  turned  from  this,  to  what 
e  called  another  important  subject,  the 
remendous  appearance  o^  a  war  in  £u- 
ope,  and  told  the  House  in  a  most 
cremptory  tone,  that  a  war  of  the  most 
»rious  kind  threatened  thb  country,  a  war 
rem  the  united  powers  of  France  and 
^ain.  That  the  attack  would  «)u>rtly  be 
tVOL.XVUL3 


iiiade,'and  made  within  the  hearing  of  those 
who  then  sat  in  the  Hous2.  A  laugh  aria« 
ing  from  the  opposite  benches,  the  colonel 
observed  with  some  warmth,  ^*  Gentlemen 
may  laugh,  but  I  dare  aver,  that  those  who 
laugh  BOW,  will,  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
be  lying,  in  tears,  on  their  backs,  like 
cowards."  He  then  declared,  tliat  France 
was  full  two  months  before-hand  with  us 
in  prepaiatmn,  that  we  were,  in  fact,  de- 
fenceless, unable  to  make  any  resistance 
should  she  soon  begin;  that  the  noble 
lord  shifted  his  ground  so  often,  that  there 
was  no  dependcibce  on  his  information; 
that  even  now  he  had  said,  he  relied  on 
the  present  assurances  of  the  pacific  iil- 
tentioos  of  France,  but  that  he  did  not 
know  how  soon  she  might  alter  her  inten- 
tion. 

Lord  North  d^dared^  that  he  firmly  be« 
lieved  the  court  of  Versailles :  but  as  he 
was  no  prophet,  he  would  not  answer  for 
events  six  months  hence.  He  complained 
of  having  his  words  watched,  and  thrown 
perpetjuuly  in  his  teeth. 

Col.  BarrS  declared  he  ever  would 
watch  the  minister;  that  it  was  extraor- 
dinary, indeed,  if  the  nobl£  lord  high  in 
office,  and  the  ostensible  minister,  expected 
his  words  would  not  be  watched.  The 
minister  of  this  country  ought  always  to 
have  information  sufficient  of  what  the 
French  were  about  to  undertake,  to  pro- 
mise for  six  months;  if  he  could  not,  his 
neck  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  block. 
The  situation  of  the  affiiirs  of  this  country 
was  tremendous :  he  spoke  it  with  fear 
and  trembling,  but  this  country  seemed  to 
be  near  the  crisis  of  her  fiite ;  he  advised 
the  Treasury-bench,  therefore,  to  look 
about  them,  and  as  there  was  one  question 
which  demanded  an  immediate  answer,  he 
would  then  put  it ;  «<  Had  the  King's  mi- 
nisters information  of  a  particular  species 
€^  armament  preparing  by  the  French  in 
those  ports  of  France  which  were  imme- 
diately opposite,  and  nearest  to  this  king- 
dom V*  The  question  was  clear  and  com- 
prehensive. He  put  it  roundly,  and  it  re- 
quired immediate  explanation.  If  it  waA 
not  answered,  the  silence  of  the  ministry 
would  operate  in  his  mind  as  fully  as  any 
answer  they  could  give ;  if  they  had  not 
the  necessary  information,  they  were  not 
fit  for  their  posts,  and  ought  to  hold  them 
no  longer.  He  entered  Into  the  state  of 
our  naval  power,  summing  up  the  number 
of  men  of  war  in  our  ports,  and  the  guard- 
ships,  which  he  declared  had  none  of  them 
their  complement  of  men  on  board.    He 
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asserted)  that  we  were  by  no  means  a 
match  for  the  uaited  force  of  France  and 
Spain.  He  recommended  to  the  ministry, 
at  any  rate  to  make  up  matters  with  Ame- 
rica; he  observed  we  had  in  the  last  war 
12,000  seamen  from  America,  who  would 
now,  should  France  attack  us,  be  6ghting 
against  us ;  that  all  the  useful  part  of  our 
navy  was  on  the  coasts  of  America ;  in 
fiict,  that  matters  were  so  bad,  that  una- 
voidable ruin  hovered  over  this  devoted 
country.  Recall,  therefore,  he  said,  your 
fleets  and  armies  from  America,  and  leave 
the  brave  colonists  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty.  [  This  created  a  louder  laugh 
than  thb  former  among  the  occupiers  of 
the  seyeral  official  benches ;  which  irri- 
tated the  colonel  so  much,  that  he  repre- 
hended the  Treasury-bench  in  terms  of, 
great  asperity ;  he  arraigned  them  with  a 
'  want  of  manners,  and  declared,  he  thought 

Professed  courtiers  had  been  better  bred.] 
le  then  again  denounced  vengeance,  and 
bid  the  ministrv  i^point  proper  officers ; 
the  fleet,  he  said,  ought  to  be  commanded 
by  a  brave  man  then  in  the  House,  an  ad- 
miral who  bad  once  already  saved  his 
country;  the  admiral  he  meant  vras  hi^ 
honourable  frieod  near  him,  admiral 
Keppel ;  he  said,  he  knew  he  was  out  of 
order  in  naming  a  member,  but  on  such  an 
occasion  he  thought  himself  justified  in 
mentioning  so  brave  an  officer.  At  length 
having  held  up  a  most  tremendous  picture 
of  impending  mischief  to  his  country,  he 
repealed  his  question  to  the  Treasury- 
bench,  and  sat  down,  deploring  the  in- 
fiituation  of  government,  and  asserting, 
that  a  majority  of  votes  in  that  House 
would  never  conquer  France  ai)d  Spain, 
however  they  might  procure  the  minister 
a  momentary  triumph,  and  make  him  a 
welcome  guest  at  St.  James's. 

Admiral  Keppd  said,  that  things  had 
an  extreme  disagreeable  appearance.  He 
asserted,  from  the  most  authentic  infor- 
mation, that  Spain  had  25  ships  of  Uie 
line,  but  believed  thfem  to  be  ill-manned 
with  marines.  In  respect  to  France,  it 
was  otherwise.  Their  registers  commanded 
seamen,  and  theirmilitary  force  was  known 
to  be  sufficient  to  furnish  any  number  of 
men  they  might  want,  to  serve  on  board 
their  ships  of  war.  He  concluded  with 
lamenting,  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  France 
or  Spain,  the  absence  of  that  useful  and 
necessary^  part  of  our  naval  &rce,  our  fri-* 
i;ates  and  sloops  of  war. 

Lord   George  Germaine,     Relative  to 
the  state  of  our  armUment,  the  right  hon. 


gentleman  is  much  mistaken  in  nying  the 
23  ships  are  not  half  manned.  Tbey  waat. 
Sir,  only  1,500  of  their  fuU  compkumiiil^ 
and  12  are  fully  manned:  so  that  liieie 
are  no  reasons  for  those  nnmeroiB  aad 
great  apprehensions,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  stated  so  larsely.    As  Co 
the  propositions  which  general  Howe  mnda 
to  general  Washington,  they  prove  clendy, 
that  general  Howe  was  eager  tot  the 
of  peace  and  conciliation ;  bat 
ton   against    them.      However,    _ 
Howe  will  doubtless  be  able  to  put  Ni 
York  at  the  mercy  of  the  Kii^;  after 
which,  the  legislature  will  be  restored,  aaA 
an  opportunity  will  thereby  be  given  fiar 
the  well-afiected  to  declare  themselra, 
who  are  ready  to  make  proper  sobmisBioB. 
Sir  Peter  Parker's  expedition' fiuled,  horn 
arriving  too  late ;  I  am  not  answerable  fiir 
its  success,  for  it  was  planned  befive  I 
came  into  the  office.    1  hsud  eaaorancca 
from  lord  Comwallis  and  general  Clintan 
of  this,  that  had  not  unavoidable  delays 
happened,  the  force  would  have  proved 
sufficient.     The  conduct  of  Uie  wt 
Canada  also  has  been  reprobated  finr 
of  boats;  all  possible  expedition  baa 
used  in  building  them,  but  it 
longer  time  than  1  expected,  and  tbe 
barking  upon  the  lake  nas  neoeasaxil j  been 
delayed  beyond  the  time  intended.    I  an 
iarther  asked,  what  are  the  munbeia  of  the 
armies  in  America  ?     Sir,  the  nombcr  sf 
that  under  general  Howe  is  25,000^ 
he  will  be  remforced  by  5,000  more,  i 
are  near  the- American  coast  by  this 
He  has  besides  about  2,000  _ 
and  will  probably  have  more.    Tbe 
in  Canada  is  11,000,  and  periiapa  tbree  or 
four  hundred,  which  is  the  lull  complenieit 
for  that  department,  if  not  a  little  more. 
There  has  been  no  cartel  settled.     Thsie 
can  be  none ;  but  the  commanders  in  diiaf 
have  agreed  upon  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  man  for  man.    Another^ 
tion  is,  whether  administration  knows  aay 
thing  of  particular  preparations  on  tlK 
coast  of  France  ?    I  have  asked  tbe  noble 
lord  by  me,  (lord  North^  and  he 
nothing  of  any  such — nothing  farther 
what  is  necessary  for  conducting  tbe  re- 
gistered seamen  to  Brest — nor  have  I  aaj 
intelligence  of  that  sort.    And  now.  Sir, 
permit  me  to  make  one  remai^  on  tlK 
House  of  Bourbon's  .Bupp<»ed  design  sf 
assisting  the  Americans,  by  goin^  to  war 
with  us.    I  can  give  no  credit  to  Uus  idea^ 
and  my  reason  is,  because  it  would  be 
.  manifestly  against  their  interest.    Hov  ds 
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irott  soppote  trould  those  countries  like  to 
bsve  the  spirit  of  independence  cross  the 
Atlantic  i  Woald  they  not  fear  that  their 
iwn  colonists  would  catch  fir^  at  the  un- 
ttmited  rights  of  mankind,— would  they 
lot  like  that  language  better  than  digging 
zold?  And  would  not  there  arise  great 
langer  from  powerful  independent  states 
jeine  so  near  them,  freed  from  all  con- 
troulfrom  Europe  ?  I  cannot  believe,  Sir, 
Jiat  they  would  be  so  blind  to  their  own 
nterests. 

Mr.  Fox  saidy  that  every  circumstance 
that  had  fallen  out  in  America,  was  one 
tgKfcgtite  proof,  that  opposition  had  been 
right  uist  session  in  every  one  of  their  pro- 
pheciesy  and  in  every  motive  they  had  laid 
lown  as  the  cause  of  their  condfuct :  that 
nothing  could  be  so  farcical  as  calling  for 
manimity,  in  approving  measures,  because 
those  measures  had  been  uniformly  at- 
tended with  the  mischiefs  that  had  been 
predicted:  that  instead  of  applause  and 
ipprobation,  adminutration  aeserved  no- 
bnmg  but  reproach — for  having  broueht 
bhe  Americans  into  such  a  situation,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  pursue  any 
3ther  conduct  than  what  they  had  pursuedL 
He  went  into  the  indepjendence  declared 
by  America.  The,  Americans  had  done 
no  more  than  the  English  had  done  against 
James,  the  2nd.  When  James  went  out 
of  the  kingdom,  the  English  declared  the 
throne  to  be  abdicated,  and  chose  another 
king.  When  the  late  severe  laws  were 
passed  against  the  Americans,  they  were 
thrown  mto  anarchy;  they  declared  we 
had  abdicated  the  government,  and  there- 
fore they  were  at  liberty  to  chuse  a  go- 
vernment for  themselves.  He  was  asto- 
nished at  the  sense  which  the  noble  lord 
hi  the  blue  ribbon  put  upon  his  concilia- 
tory motion.  He  affirmed,  that  the  mo- 
tion contained  no  such  proposition  as  that 
DOW  asserted  by  the  noble  lord,  nor  could 
luch  a  construction  be  put  upon  any  words 
b  the  motion.  He. desired  that  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  !27th  of  Feb.  1775  might  be 
read ;  which  was  done.     [See  p.  320.] 

Well,  Sir,  is  it  not  clear,  that  no  such 
pffoposition  was  held  out  by  the  motion  > 
and  is  it  not  extraordinary,  that,  every 
body  should  understand  the  motion,  but 
the  author  of  it  ?  As  to  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,  priding  himself  on  a  legislature 
being  re-established  in  New- York,  it  is  the 
highest  absurdity.  Who  can  suppose, 
that,  with  an  army  of  80,000  men  there,  a 
legislature  will  not  be  found  that  shall  ex- 
press just  that  species  of  law  and  liberty 


which  the  other  noble  lord  wishes  to  esta* 
blish  in  America,  and  which  kings  may 
naturally  be  supposed  to  wish  to  flow  from 
popular  assemblies.  Sir,  it  has  been  verr 
well  ^id,  that  the  speech  is  an  hypocri- 
tical one ;  and  in  truth  there  is  n6t  a  little 
hypocrisy  in  supposing,  that  a  kine  (I  ex- 
cept his  present  Majesty,  who  reaUy  lovea 
liberty;)  but  that  a  common  kin^  should 
be  solicitous  to  establish  any  thmg  that 
depended  on  a  popular  assembly.  Kings, 
Sir,  govern  by  means  of  popular  assess* 
blies,  only  because  they  cannot  do  with* 
out  them ;  to  suppose  a  king  fond  of  that 
mode  of  governing,  is  to  suppose  a  chimera* 
It  cannot  exist.  It  b  contrary  to  the  na- 
ture of  things ;  and  it  is  hypocrisy  to  ad- 
vance it. 

But,  Sir,  if  this  happy  time  of  law  and 
liberty  is  to  be  restorea  to  America,  why 
was  it  ever  disturbed?  It  reigned  thero 
till  the  abominable  doctrine  of  gmning 
money  by  taxes  infatuated  the  heads  of 
our  statesmen.  Why  did  you  destroy  the 
fair  work  of  so  many  ages,  in  order  to  re« 
establish  that  by  the  sword,  which  pru- 
denccit  and  the  good  government  of  the 
country,  had  seemed  to  fix  for  ever^ 
But,  Sir,  how  is  this  blessed  system  of  law 
and  liberty  to  be  established?  By  the 
bayonets  of  disciplined  Germans.  The 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  seemed  to  pride 
himself  upon  the  Americans  of  Long  Is- 
land making  a  precipitate  retreat.  They 
were  out^generalled.  Discipline  trimnphed 
over  the  enthusiasm  which  liberty  inspires. 
Did  the  noble  lord  triumph  ?  I  pity  his 
feelings.  Sir,  something  has  been  said  on 
the  case  of  seneral  Clinton :  I  wish  diat 
matter  had  neen  more  explained ;  as  it 
stands  at  present,  the  Gazette  account  is 
an  infamous  libel  on  the  character  of  that 
eallant  officer.  Let  administration  stand 
forth,  and  avow  that  representation :  they 
will  not  do  it ;  they  dare  not  do  it ;  they 
skulk  from  an  open  and  a  fair  represen- 
tation. 

We  have  been  told,  that  it  is  not  for  the 
interest  of  Spain  and  France  to  have  Ame- 
rica independent.  Sir,  I  deny  it;^-and 
say,  it  is  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
common  sense.  Is  not  the  division  of  the 
enemy's  power  advantageous  ?  Is  not  a 
free  country  engaged  in  trade  less  formi- 
dable than  the  ambition  of  an  old  cor- 
rupted government,  their  only  formidable 
rivid  in  Europe?  The  noble  lord  who 
moved  the  amendment,  said,  that  we  were 
in  thedilemn^a  of  conquering,  or  abandon- 
ing America ;  if  we  are  reduced  to  thaty  I 
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am  for  abandoniog  America.  What  have 
been  the  advantages  of  America  to  this 
kingdom?  Extent  of  trade,  increase  of 
eotnmercial  adYtotages,  and  a  numerous 
people  growing  up  in  the  same  ideas  and 
sentiments  as  ourselves.  Now»  Sir,  how 
would  those  advantages  accrue  to  us,  if 
America  was  conquered?  Not  one  of 
them.  Such  a  possession  of  America  must 
be  secured  by  a  standing  army ;  and  that, 
let  me  observe,  must  be  a  very  considera* 
ble  army.  Consider,  Sir,  that  that  army 
must  be  cut  ,off  from  the  intercourse  of 
90cial  liberty  here,  and  accustomed,  in 
every  instance,  to  bow  down  and  break 
the  spirits  6f  men,  to  trample  on  the  rights, 
and  to  live  on  the  spoils  cnielljr  wrung 
from  the  sweat  and  Isbour  of  their  fellow 
subjects  ;-^such  an  army,  employed  for 
such  purposes,  and  paid  by  such  means,  for 
supporting  such  principles,  would  be  a 
very  proper  instrument  to  effect  points  of 
a  greater,  or  at  least  more  favourite  im« 
pottance  nearer  home;  points,  perhaps, 
very  unfavourable  to  the  liberties  of  mis 
couotryi 

'  General  Contoay  said,  he  should  be  very 
sorry  any  part  of  his  conduct  were  con- 
strued as  aisrespectful  to  his  Majesty ;  no 
Crson  borfs  his  Majesty  higher  respect ; 
t  the  Address  was  so  entirely  against 
his  -sentiments,  so  often  dedar^  in  that 
House,  that  he  must  vote  against  it. 

The  House  divided  upon  t}ie  amend- 
ment ;  87  for  it,  and  242  M^inst  it.  After 
which,  tliey  divided  on  the  original  Ad- 
dress.   Ayed  232 ;  Noes  88. 

The  Kirtg*x»  Annoer  to  the  Cnmmpiu^ 
Address.']  The  King  returned  this  An- 
swer :.  • 

^  Gentlemen, 

^  This  very  loyal  Address  deserves  my 
particular  thanks.  I  receive  with  thie 
niglie&t  satisfaction  your  affectionate  ac» 
knowledgment  of  my  constant  reoard  for 
the  constitutional  rights  of  parliament, 
and  your  zealous  assurances  orconfidenee 
and  support  in  this  great  contest,  in  whidi 
the  interests  of  all  my  subjects  are  so  es- 
sentially concerned.'' 

Debate  in  the  Conmons  on  a  Motion  Jor 
the  Revisal  rf  aU  the  Laxos  hy  tohich  the 
Americans  think  themselves  aggrieved.] 
Nov;  6.  Lord  John  Cuvendish  said,  that 
he  haid  seen  in  the  public  prints  of  this 
day*  the  following  Declaration,  which,  if 
genuine,  required  the  attention  and  con- 
ci^erAlion  of  thie  House : 


**  By  Richard  Viscount  Howe,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  WAImb 
Howe,  esq.  General  of  hb  Ma|ertj^ 
Forces  in  America,  the  King's  Cen- 
missioners  for  restoring  peace  in  Iw 
Majesty's  colonies  and  plantalkMis  ia 
North  America,  &c. 

Declaratigx. 
*<  Although  the  Congress,   wkom  the 
misguided  Americans  suffer  to  direct  their 
opposition   to  a  re-establishment  of  the 
constitutional  government  of  these  pro- 
vinces, have  disavowed  every  purpose  of 
reconciliation  not  consonant  witn  their  ex- 
travagant iiiadmissible  claim  of  indepen* 
dency ;  the   King's  commissioners  think 
fit  to  declare,  that  they  are  'equally  de- 
sirous to  confer  with  his  Majesty's  weD- 
affected  subjects  upon  the  means  of  re- 
storing the  public  tranquillity,  and  esta- 
blishing a  permanent  union  with  every  co- 
lony as  a  part  of  the  British  empire.    The 
King  being  most  graciously  pleased  to  di- 
rect a  revision  of  such  of  his  royal  instruc- 
tions as  may  be  construed  to  lay  an  lea- 
proper  restraint  upon  the  freedom  of  le- 
gislation in  any  of  his  colonies,  and  to  ooo- 
cur  in  the  revisal  of  all  his  acts  by  which 
his  subjects  there  may  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  ft  is  recommended  to  |he  inha- 
bitants at  large  to  reflect  seriously  upon 
their  present  condition,  and  to  judge  for 
themselves,  whether  k  be  more  consistent 
with  their  honour  and  happiness  to  ofler 
up  their  lives  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  unjust 
and  psecarious  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  or  to  return  to  their  allegiance 
accept  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  be  se- 
cured in  a  free  enjoyment  of  their  b'berty 
and  properties,  upon  the  true  principles  of 
the  constitution.    Given  at    New-Yori^ 
the  19th  September,  1776,    Hows. 

W,  HowK.« 

On  this  extraordinary  Dedafatioii«  he 
said,  he  had  some  observations  to  make. 
There  was  no  mtti  more  zealous  for  pti»- 
serving^  the  liberty. of  the  press  than  he 
was.  It  was  always  with  grief  and  indig- 
nation he  beheld  it  abused,  or  empknred 
to  improper  purposes.  It  was  with  reJoe* 
tance  he  should  complain  of  the  abase  of 
it  in  the  present  instance,  if  the  autheo- 
ticity  of  the  paper  now  alluded  to  were 
disavowed,  whicn  he  must  continue  It 
think  it  would;  because  if  audi  a  paper 
really  e^tisted,  it  might  be  well  expected 
its  first  public  appearance  would  be  either 
in  the  -Gasette  or  the  Jounuds  of  the 
Hojofl^.    If  the  paper  was  spurious,  it  was 
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most  daring  attempt  to  impofe  on  the 
ublic;  before  he  proceeded  therefore  any 
irtber,  he  thought  proper  to  call  on  the 
loble  lord  to  tell  the  House  whether  the 
aper  was  genaine. 

Lord  North  said,  he  believed  it  wai; 
bat  he  heard  the  contents  read,  and  be- 
eved  it  corresponded  pretty  faithfully 
rith  that  which  appeared  in  the  public 
apers*  It  was  not  properly  in  his  de- 
artment ;  he  therefore  referred  the  noble 
ird  and  the  House,  to  the  noble  lord  who 
It  next  him,  and  to  whose  office  it  was 
raasmitted,  for  further  information. 

Lord  Geom  Germaine  confessed  the 
uthenUcity  of  the  paper  in  question ; 
lid  he  had  seen  it  in  pnnt  the  preceding 
▼ening,  and  believed  it  to  he  a  faithful 
opy  of  that  issued  at  Kew->Yorlrby  lord 
lowe* 

LordJoAn  Cavendish  then  congratulated 
lie  House  on  this  gleam  of  peace  and 
onciiiatioii,  though  he  could  not  but  ex- 
refls  his  astonishment  at  both  the  contents 
f  the  DeclaratioDi  and  the  extraordinary 
lanner  it  became  first  communicated  to 
tie  public  He  observed,  that  parliament 
ad  been  used  all  along  by  administration 
rith  the  n^ost  mortifying  contempt ;  com- 
lissionera  are  sent  out  with  an  intention 
f  carrying  a  certain  act  of  parliament 
Dto  execution,  armed  at  the  same  time 
dth  certain  parliamentary  powers  for  re- 
aring peace;  these  extend  no  farther 
lian  granting  pardons^  and  receiving  sub- 
lissions ;  yet,  wonderful  to  relate,  the  first 
ccbnnt  parliament  hear,  and  that  through 
be  channel  of  a  newspaper,  is,  that  those 
ommissioners  are  auUiorisad  to  answer 
lirectly  for  the  aorereign ;  and  obliquely 
or  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legisla* 
ore,  that  he  will  concur  in  the  revisal  of 
II  Acts,  by  which  his  American  subjects 
re  aggrieved.  He  said,  parliament  were 
endered  cyphers  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
he  trasineA  from  its  commencemeiit ; 
rhen  tbehr  name  is  wanted,  they  are  calM 
n,  by*  way  of  requisition,  to  sanction 
Lots  which  render  them  abhorred  by  their 
sUow-subjectS'  in  every  part  of  the  em- 
Ire ;  when  the  least  appearance  of  le- 
■ent  measures  is  to  be  held  out,  the  merit 
I  all  to  be  attributed  to  the  King  and  hb 
lUMsters.  It  IS  to  originate  from  theni 
U>neg  Notwttlistanding  all  this,  he  felt 
I  dawn  of  joy  "break  in  on  his  mind.  If 
Dinisters  were  serious,  he  should  not 
taod  upon  mere  punctilios;  yet,  he 
houffht,  to  give  the  negodation  the  greater 
reight  and  efficaey,  that;H«iise  shmild,  as 


the  first  proof  of  their  disposition  to  peace, 
co-operate  with  administration,  in  so  desi- 
rable a  work.  It  would,  besides,  restore 
ministers  to  confidence;  their  professions 
were  disbelieved  in  America ;  the  motion, 
therefore,  he  was  about  to  make,  would 
be  the  means  of  removing  the  almost  uni* 
versal  opinion  that  prevailed  in  America, 
that  every  ministerial  promise  was  given 
with  some  insidious  intention  of  treachery, 
deceit,  imposition,  or  to  divide  them,  in 
order  the  more  easily  to  break  tneir 
strength,  and  subdue  them.  To  remove 
so  strong  an  impediment  to  peace  and 
conciliation ;  to  snew  we  were  in  earnest, 
and  wished  sincerely  for  both ;  his  lord* 
ship  moved,  **  That  this  House  will  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider  of  the 
Revisal  of  all  Acts  of  Parliament,  by  which 
his  Majesty^s  subjects,  in  Aiderica  think 
themselves  aggrieved." 

Mr.  Burke  seconded  the  motion.  He 
begged  to  know  from  the  noble  lord 
(North)  whether  the  instructions  to  the 
commissioners  went  the  length  of  the  offer 
of  revisal  held  out  in  the  Declaration ;  for 
without  intrenching  on  that  part  of  the 
prerogative  which  promises  a  revision  of 
such  of  the  royal  instructions  as  may  be 
construed  to  lay  an  improper  restraint, 
Stc,  it  was  in  his  apprehension  pretty  evi- 
dent, that  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence 
on  which  the  motion  was  framed,  held  out 
a  promise  of  concurrence  on  the  oart  of 
tiie  crown,  to  revise  all  Acts  by  which  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  America  think  them- 
selves aggrieved.  This  he  looked  upon  to 
be  leading  parliament,  not  following  it; 
he  should,  however,  suspend  any  decisive 
opinion  on  the  passage,  till  the  noble  lord 
had  explained  it.  The  text  was  before 
us ;  he  wished  the  noble  lord  would  rise 
and  give  us  the  comment ;  for  certainly, 
either  the  idea  held  out  in  the  Declaration, 
meant  that  Great  Britain  intended  to  re- 
vise and  concede,  or  desired  the  people  of 
America  to  lay  down  their  ai-ms,  ana  sub- 
mit to  state  their  grievances,  and  we  will 
remedy  them,  if  we  think  proper. 

Lord  North  said,  he  should  not  enter 
into  a  critical,  literal,  or  philological  in- 
terpretation of  Che  passage  in  the  Declara- 
tion, which  gave  rise  to  the  present  mo- 
tion. He  would,  however,  assure  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  administration  never 
meant  to  relax  in  pursuing  the  claims  of 
this  country,  so  long  as  its  legislative  au- 
thority was  disputed.  He  referred  the 
hon.  member  to  the  commission  under 
which  the  commissioners  acted,  to  their 
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first  proclamatioo,  and  desired  bim  to 
compare  them  with  the  present,  and  see  if 
they  did  not  all  substantially  correspond ; 
whether  they  did  not  all  tend  to  the  same 
point,  to  the  restoration  of  peace  to  Ame- 
rica.  This  declaration  invited  the  people 
of  America  to  that  restoration ;  and  as  a 
motive  of  encouragement,  as  well  as  with 
a  view  of  establishing  a  lasting  union,  a 
vevisal  of  all  acts,  by  which  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  that  country  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  was  held  out.  His  Majesty 
has  promised  to  concur  in  those  acts  or 
royal  instructions  that  depend  immediately 
on  himself;  he  has  engaged  that  they  shall 
be  revised,  and  tells  his  colonies  that  he 
has  already  directed  his  commissioners  to 
that  effect.  As  to  the  motion,  he  must  be 
obliged  to  dissent  from  it  for  several  rea- 
sons. Before,  however,  he  proceeded  to 
state  those  reasons,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  set  his  lordship  right,  as  he  sup- 
posed the  error  he  meant  to  allude  to,  led 
nim  to  make  the  motion,  and  support  it 
throughout,  in  his  opinion,  on  very  wrong 
grounds.  The  noble  lord's  mistake  was 
this ;  that  the  promise  contained  in  the 
Declaration  was  the  first  of  the  kind ;  no- 
thing could  be  more  erroneous.  It  was 
the  great  principle  that  pervaded  the  con- 
duct of  administration  from  the  beginning. 
It  was  the  language  of  parliament  at  the 
very  outset.  In  the  Address  of  both  Houses 
early  in  February,  1775,  the  conduct  since 
80  faithfully  pursued,  was  strongly  pressed 
and  warmly  recommended.  One  great 
object,  nay  the  leading  one,  was,  to  hear 
grievances,  to  transmit  an  account  of  them 
Some ;  and  to  engage,  on  the  part  o£  the 
legislature,  that  redress  would  be  granted, 
wherever  a  just  cause  for  redress  existed. 
That  this  was  the  first  opportunity  the 
commissioners  had  to  discharge  that  part 
of  their  duty,  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cess ;  and  why  any  communication  of  a 
plan  already  sanctioned  by  parliament, 
shoutd  be  insisted  on  till  some  of  the  fruits 
of  the  measure,  thus  recommended,  be^ 
came  necessary,  was  more  than  he  could 
possibly  perceive.  His  reasons  for  giving ' 
a  negative  to  the  motion,  on  this  state  of 
the  whole  question,  would,  he  presumed, 
be  obvious  to  every  member  present. 
The  Americans  have  declared  themselves 
independent ;  why  enter  into  deliberation 
about  vhat  you  are  willing  to  concede,  till 
we  know  first  that  they  acknowledge  our 
authority ;  and  after  they  have  returned  to 
us,  as  subjects,  till  we  know  what  would  rea- 
sonably content  them  i  How  is  it  possible  to 


treat,  while  they  avow  theb  soveicigBtj 
and  independency?    much  len,  to  ftna 
legislative  regulatioDa  for  those,  who  both 
as  subjects  and  independent  states,  hate 
all  along  disputed  our  power  and  r^hk  cf 
legislation.     Let  them  ackDowledge  die 
right  once ;  let  them  fairfy  poii^  out  the 
constitutional  abuse  of  it,  and  the  gner- 
ances  flowing  from  that  abuaey  and  I  bU 
be  ready  to  go  into  the  proposed  coss- 
mittee :   or  to  adopt  the  most  elBcacioBi 
measures,  not  only  to  remedj  real  giie» 
ances,  but  even  to  bend  to  their  prejo- 
dices  in  some  instances.      His  lordiliip 
added,  that  the  present  motion,  inatcid  of 
producing  any  good  consequence^  m^ 
{M'oduce  the  very  worst.     The  affiur  wn 
at  present  in  the  hands  of  bis  Migesbr*! 
ministers,  by  the  express  advice  of  psH^ 
ment;    the  motion  might  retard  it,  as! 
that  he  entertained  any  great  hopea  af  ill 
success.    Still  parliament  had  advked  it; 
his  Majesty  was  wilMsg  to  co-opeiafie  is 
effecting  the  same  purpose,  man  efciT 
parliamentary,  rational  idd  oonsntent  lale 
of  conduct. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  however 
andii 

themselves  in  other 
measures  relative  to  America,  and  tin 
professed  contempt  for  parliament  th^ 
had  been  perfectly  uniform  and 
They  had  all  along  manifeated  die 
Qoatemptuous  treatment  of  that  Hi 
He  was  always  with  the  majori^  of  the 
House  in  one  point,  though  not  ibsb 
other  occasions,  in  sapporting  ita  difuty, 
privileges,  and  consequence  with  the  pe^ 
pie ;  which,  in  every  measure  reteive  Is 
America*  had  been  most  shameliilly  via* 
lated;  every  information  was  denied,  cr 
purposely  held  back.  The  operations  sf 
war,  it  is  true,  were  communicated  with 
all  possible  osientatioa  and  parade;  bn 
the  only  proper  objects  of  pafUamenlsiT 
attention  were  totally  ne^ected,  and  kl 
to  be  collected  from  chance, 
ports,  or  a  newspaper,  while  the 
tions  for  peace,  in  whidi  pariiaa 
the  nation  were  much  more  deeply 
rested,  as  the  welfore  of  this  country 
immediately  depended  upon  them, 
kept  in  a  state  of  concealment,  aa  if  i 
ters  were  ashamed  to  own,  as  wefl  tlKy 
might,  that  after  all  the  blood  and  trei 
which  had  been  spent  in  the  unhappy 
test,  they  are  obliged  in  the  end  to 
those  very  conditions  which  they  had 
years  since  rejected,  with  e¥try  mark  sf 
displeasure  aiu  disqpprobatii        ^ 
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^ooDt  from  New  York,  he  observed,  was 
receiYed  late  oq  Saturday  night ;  an  ex- 
traordinary Gazette*  annoiinciDg  the  re- 
treat of  the  provincials  from  that  city,  was 
>ublished  early  on  Monday  morning;  ano- 
her  Gasette  followed  it  the  succeeding 
evening ;  and  yet  a  syllable  of  the  Decla- 
ration D^ver  transpired.    He  first  heard  it 
It  the  Opera  the  preceding  evening,  and 
ead  it  that  morning  in  a  newspaper ;  still 
loubting  its  being  genuine,  till  ne  heard 
t  authenticated  by  the  two  noble  lords  on 
be  opposite  bench.    He  begged  to  be  un- 
lerstood,  that  he  did  nol  make  a  charge 
»f  intentional  concealment ;  but  he  con- 
endedi  that  ministers  were  no  less  calpa- 
»le  than  ^they  concealed  it  from  design ; 
Murticularly,  when  the  omission  included 
D  it  the  most  manifest  and  mortifying  in- 
Uention  to  parliament,  whose  sentiments 
be  penner  of  the  above  Declaration  had 
irtually,  and,  he  would  add,  audaciously, 
aagaged  for,  there  being  but  little  or  no 
essential  difference,  according  to  the  pre- 
ent  well  known  pliable  disposition  of  that 
louse,  between  a  royal  promise  to  con* 
;ur  in  the  revisal  of  certain  acts  of  the 
Iritiah   legislatufe,   and   an   actual  so- 
emn  en^^agement  of  the  whole  legisla* 
are,  for  its  due  and  faithful  performance. 
n  America,  he  said,  all  was  peace,  conci- 
iaiion,  and  parental  tenderness  ;  in  Eng- 
iDd,  nothing  but  subjugation,  uncondi- 
Lonal  submission,  and  a  war  of  conquest* 
Vith  that  view  administration  procured  a 
lamphlet  to  be  written  and  sent  to  Ame- 
tea,  where  thousands  of  them  were  distri- 
*uted  gratis;   while  in  England  the  title 
pas  not  so  much  as  known^  till  after  the 
>ublication  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic. 
Publications  of  a  very  different  tendency 
re  encouraged  here*    America  is  to  be 
ubdued";  taxes  are  to  be  obtained ;  char-* 
era  are  to  be  modified  or  annihilated  at 
leasore*   These  doctrines  secure  a  party, 
nd  the  bulk  of  the  people  on  this  side  of 
he  water,  while  the  most  moderate  mea- 
iirea  and  fascinating  promises  are  held 
«it  on  the  other,  in  order  to  insiduously 
repan  and  deceive.    He  returned  to  what 
le  called  the  shameful  inattention  and 
leglect  which  ministers  had  shewn  in  their 
OBduct  towards  parliament;  and  as  go- 
eroment  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  con« 
aal  the  proclamation  alludea  to,  he  had 
trong  reasons  to  suspect,  that  other  mat- 
MTB  of  a  similar  nature  were  suppressed, 
nd  never  permitted  to  see  the  tight.    If 
liere  have  been  any  such,  why  have  not 
adiament  been  made  acquainted  with 


them?    Is   it  not  reasonable,   that  this 
House  should  know  them  ?   He  then  ad- 
dressed and  asked  the  Treasui^-bench,  if 
every  supply  they  demanded  hstd  not  been 
granted  ?  Why,  then,  in  this,  as  well  aa 
every  other  instance,  keep  back  inforroa« 
tion,  or,  which  was  tlie  same  thing,  neg- 
lect to  give  it  to  parliament,  .which  had 
acted  so  openly,  and  put  such  confidence 
in  ministers  i  What  was  the  return  ?  either 
a  downright,  designed  imposition,  or  the 
most  gross  nonsense*    What  do  the  com* 
missioners  promise  in  the  King's  name? 
That  *<  being  most  graciously  pleased  to 
concur  in  the  revisal  of  all  Acts,"  &c« 
Does  his  Majesty,  at  any  time,  or  upon 
any  occasion,  concur  in  the  revisal  of  any 
Acts  of  any  kind  ?  He  may  concur  in  the 
repeal  of  an  Act,  or  in  any  amendment 
made  in  an  Act  which  comes  in  the  shape 
of  a  Bill,  waiting  for  the  ro^'al  assent ;  but 
as  ibr  promising  to  concur  19  the  revisal  of 
a  law,    which  implies    examination  and 
amendment,  in  stages  in  which  he  can 
possibly  .take  no  part,  it  is  rank  ignorance 
or  gross  deceit*  >  Besides,  though  ministers 
were  serious,  the  promise  could  not  be 
fulfilled,  without  supposing,  that  the  opi- 
nion of  parliament  was  just  what  roinistera 
E leased  to  dictate ;  for  what  signifies  what 
is  Majesty's  good  dispositions  may  be, 
since  parliament,  it  is  well  known,  thinks 
differently  ?   If,  therefore,  revision  or  re- 
visal meant  any  thin^,  it  meant  a  repeal, 
which  it  was  impossible  to  expect  from 
the  present  parliament,  as  they  had  so  fre- 
quently refused  any  proposition,  tending 
even  that  way.    He  finisned  with  observ- 
ing,  that  the   conmiissioners,  especially 
lord  Howe,  were  known  to  be  friends  to 
conciliation ;    and  for  that  reason,  were 
not  sent  out  till  so  late  in  the  season,  that 
government  knew  the    Americans  must 
have  declared  for  independency,  before 
they  arrived*    He  declared  it,  as  his  firm 
(minion,  that  there  could  be  no  peace  in 
America,  without  a  complete  relinquish- 
ment on  our  part  of  the  claim  of  taxation ; 
that  the  congress  might  well  call  the  pro- 
positions of  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in- 
siduous,  if  tlie  House  of  Commons  refused 
to  support  the  Declaration  of  the  conunis- 
sioners*    That  the  expressions  in  the  De- 
claration were  complamed  of  as  not  being 
clear;  but  that  whenever  an  expression 
was  represented  as  not  clear,  the  act  ac- 
companying it  must  be  taken  as  its  com- 
mentary. If  then,  the  Declaration  in  ques- 
tion is  not  dear,  how  must  America  un- 
derstand it,    when  by  the  vote  of  this 
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House,  this  day,  should  the  ndble  lord's 
notion  be  negatived,  they  shall  plainly 
perceive,  that  the  Commons  of .  Great 
britain  had  peremptorily  refused  to  con- 
cur in  rendering  his  Majesty's  gracious 
dispositions  effective. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbum, 
The  reasons  which  have  been  given  for 
agreeing  to  the  present  motion,  are,  1 
must  confess,  such  as  by  no  means  con- 
vmce  me.  1  have  not  a  doubt  but  the 
noble  lord  who  made  it,  wishes  for  nothing 
so  much,  as  to  accelerate  the  means  nf 
peace ;  and  my  reason  for  opposing  it  is, 
that  I  think  it  would  effectually  mar  the 
whole  design.  It  is  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners,  regularly  in 
the  natural  course  of  business;  but  to 
comply  with  this  motion  would  be  at  once 
to  take  it  out  of  their  hands,  and  to  raise 
jealousies  in  the  Americans,  at  the  de- 
signs or  powers  of  those  commissioners. 
Such  a  conduct  here,  might  be  productive 
of  die  worst  Consequences.  It  might,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  deemed  an  act  of 
submission  on  our  part,  not  of  favour  in 
condescension  to  those,  who  look  upon 
themselves  as  a  sovereign  state,  and  ac- 
tually deny  our  authority.  It  would  dis- 
credit the  commissioners,  and  throw  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  tlie  negociation,  now 
probably  begun  ;  because,  by  giving  them 
the  present  proposed  sanction,  it  would 
point  out  that  they  were  not  before 
armed  with  parliamentary  pawers,  ade- 
quate to  the  professed  objects  of  their 
commission.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
be  productive  of  evil,  as  it  compels  us  to 
give  the  proposition  a  negative,  which  is 
far  from  being  the  disposition  of  the  House,, 
when  America  shall  acknowledge  the  su- 
preme legislative  right  of  this  country, 
and  by  such  acknowtedgment,  lay  a  just 
constitutional  claim  to  our  favour  and  pro- 
tection. Let  it  be  considered  what  is  the 
present  situation  of  the  colonies?  They 
are  in  a  state  of  declared  independency. 
Would  you  admit  that  independency,  or 
treat  with  them  as  independent  states  ?  Or 
could  you  consistently  with  common  sense 
and  prudence,  revise  Acts  by  way  of 
obligmg  those,  whose  principal  object  at 
present  is  not  such  revision,  but  to  render 
themselves  free  from  all  connection  with 
you  as  their  superiors?  It  has  been  ob- 
served, that  the  King  has  answered  too 
much  for  the  legislature  of  this  kingdom 
in  the  expressions  of  the  proclamation  in 

Suestion.    It  appears  to  me  very  different, 
ir.    His  Majesty  there  speaks  only  as 


the  headend  mouth  of  the  nation,  and  Ae 
legislature,  by  assuring  them,  thai  the  le- 
gislative power  is  ready  and  wiHing  to 
hear  their  grievances,  and  revise  any  of 
their  Acts  which  may  prove  grievances. 
To  think  the  words  of  the  prodamatioa 
mean  any  thing  else,  is  to  tortuie  tfaem 
strangely.    Relative  to  these  grievaBeo, 
what  are  they  which  we  can  enter  rats  s 
revision  of?  The  principal  that  have  ben 
mentioned  to-day,  are,  taxation  and  tfadr 
charters.    And  would  you  enter  opoa  tbe 
question  of  taxation  by  way  of  a  means  of 
reconciliation?'  Impossible!   Tbere  is  « 
present  but  one  point  which  most  be  set- 
tled as  a  preliminary ;  it  is  that  of  inde- 
peiidency ;  if  tbey  adhere,  as  I  hate  as 
doubt  they  will,  to  that,  Uiere  can  be  as 
discusdon  of  other  points ;  it  is  in  taia  to 
think  of  it.    And  as  to  their  charters,  they 
are  not  at  all  the  questions  at  present,  tit 
restore  their  charter  of  king  William,  w9 
they  be  satisfied  ?  No.    Tl^y  are  as  aa- 
willing  to  submit  to  the  terms  of 


charters,  as  to  the  Boston  Acts:  thev 
openly  declare  this.  Hence,  therefore,  I 
may  fairiy  assert,  that  till  the  spirit  of  ia- 
dependency  is  subdued,  it  is  idle  to  oome  to 
any  resolutions  or  revisions,  as  meua  of 
conciliation.  Take  the  sword  oat  of  Ae 
hand  of  the  governing  part  of 
and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  a  Terj 
derable  part  of  that  country  will  return  to 
its  obedience  with  as  much  rapidity  si  k 
revolted.  Is  it  possible,  that 
can  give  their  attention  so  much  to 
side  of  the  question,  and  read  one  side 
only,  so  as  to  imaffine  the  Americans  sie 
so  free  under  their  present  go^emmcst, 
as  to  have  any  reason  to  widi  for  a  oos- 
dnuance  of  it  ?  The  very  contrary  is  ^ 
fact ;  the  congress  does  not  aorem  Aae- 
rica — it  tyrannizes  over  it ;  toe  power  asd 
punishment  of  imprisooraent  as  pnctised 
there,  are  tyrannical  to  the  hif^hest  de- 
^e,  and  utterly  inconsistent  with  every 
idea  of  freedom.  The  liberty  of  the  pies 
is  annihilated;  a  printer  that  dared  ts 
print  any  thing  contrary  to  their  syslcB 
and  interests,  would  be  instantly  rained^ 
nor  is  even  tbe  freedom  of  private  letto^ 
or  private  conversation,  permitted;  d^ 
struction  hangs  over  tbe  man  who  tentasst 
to  write,  or  express  a  sentiment  in  oppo*" 
tion  to  their  opinions.  This  homd  tf- 
ranny  is  what  we  may  rationally  hope  ta 
be  so  far  dissolved,  from  the  difcreaca  «C 
the  troops  on  both  sides,  as  to  enable  the 
oppressed  tyrannised  Americans,  sMif 
to  avow  their  real  opinioas,  aod  to 
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without  danger  to  their  duty*  As  to  a 
point  which  the  hon.  gentleman  much  in- 
2iit8  on 9*— the  design  in  administration  of 
keeping  the  proclamation  secret, — it  ap- 
pears stranse  to  me  that  any  person 
should  think  of  such  a  thing,  unless  from 
the  mode  of  reasoning  which  he  is  so 
ready  to  adopt,  that  having  so  much  folly 
in  it,  it  is  ^the  more  likely  to  be  the  work 
of  this  ministry.  Folly,  indeed,  to  make 
that  a  secret,  which  ws^  posted  upon  the 
walls  of  New  York ;  and  this  1  think  is 
reason  enough  why  it  was  not  inserted  in 
the  Gazette — there  was  no  call  for  it. 
Before  I  sit  down,  I  should  remark,  that 
it  appears  a  very  sudden  an4  unexpected 
way  of  bringing  in  a  debate,  afler  it  was  so 
generally  understood  that  no  business  of 
any  consequence  was  to  come  on  in  the 
House  before  the  recess;  but  as  I  was  not 
at  the  Opera  last  night,  where  this  ma- 
noeuvre was  planned,  I  must  be  excused 
if  I  have  not  treated  it  in  all  its  parts  in 
the  manner  some  might  expect. 

Mr.  Burke.  Rejoiced  1  am.  Sir,  that 
the  learned  gentleman  has  regained,  if  not 
his  talent,  at  least  his  voice ;  that  as  he 
would  not,  or  could  not  reply  the  other 
night,  to  my  hon.  friend,  charmed  as  he 
must  have  be^n  with  the  powerful  reason* 
jng  of  that  eloquent  speech,  he  had  the 
grace  to  be  silent.  On  that  memorable 
occasion  he  lay,  like  Milton's  devil,  pros* 
trate  ^*  on  the  oblivious  pool,"  confounded 
and  astou^fided,  though  called  upon  by  the 
whole  Satanic  host:  he  lay  prostrate, 
dumb-founded,  and  unable  to  utter  a  single 
syllable,  and  suffered  the  goads  of  the  two 
noble  lords  to  prick  him  till  he  scarcely 
betrayed  a  single  sign  of  animal  or  mental 
sensibility.  Why,  Sir,  would  he  not  be 
silent  now,-<-in8tead  of  attempting  to  an- 
swer, what  in  truth  was  unansirerable  ? 
But  the  learned  gentleman  has  now  called 
to  his  assistance,  the  bayonets  of  12,000 
Hessians;  and  as  he  thinks  it  absurd  to 
reason  at  present  with  the  Americans,  he 
tells  us,  that  by  the  healing,  soothing, 
merciful  measures  of  foreign  swords,  at  the 
breasts  of  those  unhappy  people,  their  un- 
derstandings would  be  enlightened,  and 
they  would  be  enabled  to  comprehend  the 
subtleties  of  his  logic.  It  was  well  said, 
on  another  occasion,  that  your  speech  de- 
mands an  army !— -and  I  may  say,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  demands  blood;  rea- 
soning he  says  is  vain ;— the  sword  must 
convince  America,  and  clear  up  their 
clouded  apprehensions.  The  learned  gen- 
tleman's abilities  surely  desert  him»  ii  he 
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is  obliged  to  call  such  a  coarse  argument 
as  an  army  to  his  assistance ;— not  that  I 
mean  any  thing  reflecting  on  his  parts.  1 
always  esteem,  and  sometimes  dread,  hisf 
talents.  But  has  he  told  you  why  comw* 
missioners  were  not  sent  sooner  to  A  me*' 
rica?  Has  he  explained  that  essential 
point  ?  Not  a  jot.  Why,  after  the  Act 
passed  for  them,  were  they  delayed  full 
seven  months,  and  not  permitted  to  sail 
till  May;  and  why  was  the  commissioif 
appointmg  them  delayed  till  the  6th  of 
that  mon;h  I  Answer  this.  The  blood  anci 
devastation  that  followed,  was  owing  to^ 
this  delav ;  upon  your  conscience  it  ought 
to  lay  a  heavy  load,  if  the  measure  wa# 
right  and  necessary  in  order  for  concilia-' 
tion,  as  the  King  declared  in  his  speech  air 
the  opening  of  that  session,  why  was  it  not 
executed  at  a  time,  in  which  it  could  be 
effectual;  instead  of  being  purposely.  de< 
ferred  to  one,  when  it  could  not  possibly 
answer  any  end  but  that  of  adding  hypo-< 
crisy  to  treachery,  and  insult  and  mockery 
to  cruelty  and  oppression  ?  By  this  delay 
you  drove  them  into  the  declaration  o^  in-' 
dependency  ;  not  as  a  matter  of  choice,  but 
necessity :  and  now  they  have  declared  it^ 
you  bring  it  as  an  argupient  to  prove,  that 
there  can  be  no  other  reasoning  used  with 
them,  but  the  sword.  What  is  this  buir 
declaring,  that  you  were  originally  deter-' 
mined  not  to  prevent,  but  to  punish  rebcN 
lion ;  not  to  use  conciliation,  but  an  army  s 
not  to  convince,  but  t^  destroy  \  Such 
were  the  effects  of  those  seven  months 
cruelly  lost,  to  which  every  mischief  that 
has  happened  since,  must  be  attributed. 

But  still  the  learned  gentleman  persists^ 
that  nothing  but  the  commissioners  can 
give  peace  to  America ; — it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  this  House.  What  was  the  re-* 
suit  of  the  conference  with  the  delegates 
from  the  Congress?  Why,  we  are  told| 
that  they  met .  in  drder  to  be  convinced, 
that  taxation  is  no  grievance — "  no  ty* 
ranny"  used  to  be  the  phrase ;  but  that  is 
out  of  fashion  now.  Then,  Sir,  what  an 
insult  to  all  America,  was  it  to  send  as 
commissioners,  none  but  the  comiiianders 
of  the  fleet  and  army  to  negociate  peace  I 
Did  it  not  shew  how  much  you  were  de- 
termined, that  the  only  arguments  you 
meant  to  use,  were  your  broad-swords  and 
broad-sides.  Let  me  assert.  Sir,  that  the 
doctrines  to  be  laid  down  in  America^ 
would  not  have  been  too  trivial  an  occa« 
sion,  even  for  the  reasoning  abilities  of  the 
learned  gentleman  hiifiself.  But,  Sir,  vou 
may  think  to  carry  these  doctrines  mt0 
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execution^  and   be  mistaken   too )— 4he 
battle  is  not  yet  fought;    but  if  it  was 
fougbty  and  the  wreath  of  victory  adorned 
jour  browy  still  is  not  that  continent  con- 
quered ;  witness  the  behaviour  of  one  mi- 
serable woman,  who  with  her  single  arm 
did  that,  which  an  army  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men  could  not  do— 4irrested  your 
progress,  in  the  moment  of  your  success. 
This  miserable  being  was  found  in  a  cellar, 
with  her  visage  besmeared  and  smutted 
over,  with  every  mark  of  rage,  despair,  re- 
solution, and  the  most  exalted  heroism,  bu- 
ried in  combustibles,  in  order  to  fire  New* 
York,  and  perish  in  its  ashes  ^^the  was 
brought  forth,  and  knowing  that  she  woi^d 
be  condemned  to  die,  upon  being  asked 
her  purpose,  said,  **  to  fire  the  city !"  and 
was  determined  to  omit  no  opportunity  of 
doing  what  her  country  called  for.    He^ 
train  was  laid  and  fired ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  your  attention,  how  Providence  was 
pleased  to  make  use  of  those  humble 
me^ns  to  serve  the  American  cause,  when 
open  force  was  used  in  vain.     In  order  to 
bring  things  to  this-  unhappy  aituation, 
did  not  you  pave  tbe  way,  by  a  sucoessioa 
of  acts  of  tyranny ;— for  this,  you  shut  up 
their  ports  ;^— cut  off-  their  fishery ;.— anni- 
hilated   their  charters; — and    eovemed 
them  by  an  army.    Sir,  the  recolfection  of 
these  things,  being  the  evident  causes  of 
what  we  have  seen,  is  more  than  what 
ought  to  be  endured.  -  This  it  is,  that  has 
burnt  the  noble  city  of  New  York ;  that 
has  planted  the  bayonet  in  the  bosoms  of 
my  principals ;— in  the  bosom  of  the  city ; 
where  alone  your  wretdied  government 
once  boasted  the  only  friends  she  could 
number  in  America*    If  this  was  not  the 
only  succession  of  events  you  determined, 
and  therefore  looked  for,  why  was  America 
left  without  any  power  in  it,  to  give  security 
to  the  persons  and  property  of  those  who 
were  and  wished  to  be  loyal  ;-«this  was 
essential  to  government ;  you  did  not,  and 
might  therefore  be  well  said  to  have  ab- 
dicated the  government. 

I  have  been  reading  a  work  given  us  by 
a  country,  that  is  perpetually  employed  in 
productions  of  merit.    I  believe  it  is  not 

published  yet the  History  of  Philip 

the  2d ;  and  I  there  find,  that  that  tyraa* 
nical  monarch  never  dreamt  of  the  ty- 
ranny exerted  by  this  administration. 
Gods !  Sir,  shall  we  be  told,  that  you  can- 
not analize  grievances?— that  you  can 
have  no  communication  with  rebek,  be- 
cause they  have  declared  for  indepen* 
liency  {-^-Shall  you  be  told  iUm,  when  the 


tyrant  Philip  did  it  after  the 
stance  in  toe  NeCherlaoda.     Dj  edict  he 
allowed  their  ships  to  enter  their  pom, 
and  suffered  them  to  depait  in  peace ;  he 
treated  with  them;  made  them  proposi 
tions;  and  poarUvely  declared  that^he 
would  redress  all  th^r  ffrievanoeB.    And 
James  2,  when  he  was  saiUng  iroai  Fnoce, 
at  the  head  of  a  formidable  foree,  assisted 
like  you  by  foreign  troops,  ( 
great  party  in  the  kingoonii  atill 
specific  tenns; — ^while  his  exceptioaa  ef 
psrdon  were  few,  amoi^st  the  rat  aiy 
bon.  friend's  ancestor,  sir  Stepbeo  Fob. 
But  yott  will  oSbt  none ;— 70a  mmptj  td 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  toien  yen 
will  do  just  as  yeu  please.  Xould  the  oust 
cruel  conqueror  say  less  ?   Had  joa  ea^ 
quered  the  devil  himself  in  hell,  Gould  yoa 
be  less  liberal  ?    No!  Sir,  yoo  would  Mr 
no  terms ;  you  meant  to  drive  them  to  die 
dedaration  of  independency:   and  evca 
after  it  was  isaned,  ought  by  your  oiers  to 
have  reversed  the  e&cU    Yoa  woold  not 
receive  the  remonstraiice  whidi  I  broo^ 
you  from  New  York,  [see  p.  64^3  be- 
cause it  denied  your  righia  to  oertain 
powers  H-yet  the  late  king  of  France  le- 
ceived  tiie  remonstrances  from  hia  pariia* 
ments,  that  expressly  denied  hk  right  to 
die  powers  he  was  in  theconetant  ezerdse 
o£— answered  them,  and  even  radrcased 
some  of  the  grievances,  whic:h  dioae  veiy 
remonstrances  complained  of,  thoo^  ha 
refused  to  grant  what  he  thon^ght  mors 
peculiarly  entrendied  upon  his  own  an- 
thority. 

In  diis  situation,  Sir,  shocking  touj, 
are  we  called  upon  by  another  ptodania- 
tion  to  go  to  the  altar  of  the  Almighty, 
with  war  and  vengeance  in  our  hearta,  ia> 
stead  of  theneaoe  of  oar  blessed  Savioor. 
He  said,  ^*  My  peace  I  give  you;"  hot 
we  are,  on  this  nst,  to  have  war  only  10 
our  hearts  and  moutha ;  war  against  oor 
brethren.    Till  oor  chnrphes  are  purified 
from  this  abominable  service^  I  ah^l  coa* 
sider  them,  not  as  the  teasples  of  the  Al* 
mighty,  but  the  synagogues  of  Satan.    An 
a^  not  more  infimious,  respecting  ita  poi^ 
tical  purposes,  than  biaaphemooaand  pro- 
fane as  a  pretended  act  of  national  devo- 
tion, when  the  people  are  called  upon,  ia 
the  moat  soieum  and  awfid  manner,  to  re- 
pair to  chaf^  to  partake  of  a 
and  at  die  foot  or  the  akar,  to 
sacrileget  to  pcnjure  tteasadvea  poUiclT 
by  diving*  their  American  brethren  with 
the  hiHmdorime  of  rebrilion,  wkh  pnaa- 
gatfaig  **  anaiiows  fidahoadki'*  whan  ttttcr 
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the  charge  nuit  be  noUmoutlj  ftlie,  or 
those  who  make  it,  not  knowing  ii  to  be 
true,  caU  Almighty  God  to  witoest— >not 
ft  apeciousy  but  a  mostaudaciouB  and  bla§- 
phemoua  falshood* 

Mr.  Rous  Mtd  th6re  waa  one  pomt,  aa 
ft  grand  preliminary,  which  must  be  the 
iMBia  of  every  conciliatory  atep  on  either 
lide)  that  was  a  dear  unequivocal  ac- 
knowiedgment  of  the  legiabtive  supre- 
Biacy  of  Uie  British  parliament.  If  that 
waa  not  to  be  obtained,  but  by  the  force 
of  arms*  he  waa  moat  eagerly  desiroua  that 
irma  ahould  be  resorted  to ;  that  probably 
the  advantaffea  we  had  lately  obtabed  at 
Long  lalandy  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
New  York,  might  give  us  an  opportunity 
yf  establishing  a  civil  government  in  that 
Mpovioce,  the  acample  and  influence  of 
rhicb,  when  accoaftpanied  with  a  promise 
>f  a  redress  of  real  grievances,  might  be 
mdoctive  of  the  moat  happy  and  salutary 
consequences.  He  would  be  better  pleased 
;o  see  Britain  dying  of  the  wounds  she 
night  receive  in  this  unnatural  conflict 

K'ven  by  her  rebellious  ungrateful  chil- 
len,  tlum  consent  to  one  condescending 
tep  that  might  tend  to  tarnish  her  former 
[lories. 

Mr.  Byr^  observed,  that  administration 
lad  all  along  acted  upon  system,  and  how- 
iver  mistaken  thejr  might  be  as  to  some  of 
he  efiects  of  tfieir  measures,  they  never 
oat  sight  of  the  great  object  they  had  in 
ontemplalion  irom  the  beginning;  that 
pas,  to  compel  America  to  consent  toun- 
onditional  submission,  which  was,  in  other 
rords,  to  consent  to  be  slaves ;  or,  in  the 
vent  of  their  refusal  and  conseqi]^t  re- 
iatance,  to  endeavour  to  subdue  or  extir- 
late  them.  This  he  contended  was  the 
reat  pervading  principle  which  governed 
he  American  system,  and  such  was  the 
atention  of  those  to  whom  carrying  it 
ito  execution  was  committed.  The  op- 
•oaition  given  to  the  motion  was  of  a  piece 
rith  the  whole  of  the  ministerial  conduct, 
ince  the  commencement  of  this  business. 
Ministers  in  private,  and  their  runners  in 
ubllc,  wefe  constantly  known  to  load  the 
fficers  entrusted  with  the  superior  com- 
lands  with  reproaches,  or  to  flatly  charae 
bem  with  disobedience  of  orders,  and  the 
ommission  of  acts  to  which  they  were  not 
utherized.  This  underhand  conduct  on 
be  part  of  administration,  answered  more 
urposes  than  one ;  it  answered  in  a  mi- 
tary,  as  well  as  a  civil  capacity,  to  skreen 
nd  varnish  o^retf  as  well  aa  to  mislead 
ad  betray.    Thus  they  had  the  address 
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and  effrontery  to  shift  the  censure  thej 
would  have  so  deservedly  incurred  off  their 
own  shouldera.  This  he  instanced  in  the 
persons  of  Carleton,  Howe,  Clinton,  and 
several  others,  who  were  represented  by 
their  runners  about  town,  and  even  by 
aome  of  the  principals,  as  mad,  ignorant, 
raah,  or  inactive,  according  as  U  suited 
the  present  moment.  He  should  not  have 
particulariy  adverted  to  those  circum* 
stances^  if  it  had  not  called  to  his  recol- 
lection the  fate  of  a  near  relation,  who  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  the  same  treacherous  motives^ 
of  self  acquittal. 

Lofd  George  Germain  rose  to  clear  up 
some  matters  of  fact.  The  noble  lord  who 
made  the  motion,  had  supposed  that  he 
received  the  proclanaation  with  the  dis- 
patch from  general  and  lord  Howe ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  proclamation  was  left  at 
Falmouth  with  other  matters,  and  coming 
up  to  town  in  the  ordinary  way,  did  not 
reach  his  hands  till  Monday   mominff, 
when  the  extraordinary  Gazette  was  d- 
readr  published.    He  forbore  to  insert  it 
in  Tuesday's  Gaaette,  because^  he  really 
did  not  thmk  it  of  importance  enough;  it 
was  not  concealed,  many  copies  having 
been  pasted  against  the  walls  or  New  York, 
and  many  sent  all  over  America*    As  it 
was  only  part  of  a  treaty,  he  thought  it 
improper  to  publish  it,  and  conceived  it 
was  altogether  unusual,  as  he  remembered^ 
the  conversations  between  lord  Chatham'/ 
(when  Mr.  Pitt)  and  M.  de  Buss^,  pre- 
vious to  the  finiahing  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  France,  was  never  published.    He 
was  averse  to  the  present  motion,  as  it 
would  deprive  general  and  lord  Howe  of 
the  honour  of  making  peace  with  America. 
As  to  the  proclamation  for  a  fiut,  he  had 
before  this  day  only  heard  it  read  once  in 
councO,  and  thererore  from  what  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  he  had  been  induced 
to  imagine,  that  the  Archbishop  who  drew 
it  up  might  have  made  some  mistake;  but 
that  he. bad  now  read  it,  and  thought  it  a 
very  good  and  a  very  proper  proclamation.   ' 
His  lordship  then  read  it  at  the  table,  and 
having  finisned,  declared  the  words,  **  spe- 
ciens  falshoods,"    were  properly  intro* 
duced ;  he  bid  the  sentlemen  recollect  the 
American  declaration  for  independent^, 
and  then  ask,  if  the  rebels  had  not  pub- 
lished **  specious  fal^oods?*'    He  bid 
them   read  their  several  odier  publica- 
tions, and  he  doubted  not  they  would  all 
agree  with  him,  that  the  assertii^n  waa 
most  true;  but  he  could  easily  account 
for  his  not  seeing  the  matter  in   the 
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«aine  light  as  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
him ;  he  was  neither  so  accomplished  an 
^irator,  nor  so  excellent  a  diWne ! 

Mr.  Dunning  opened  with  observing, 
that  he  was  not  at  the  Opera  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  as  he  did  not  imagine  any 
news-paper  contained  any  matter  likely 
to  entertain  him,  he  had  not  read  one  that 
day ;  that  he  came  down  to  Westminster- 
ball  in  the  way  of  his  profession,  and  had 
come  from  thence  into  that  House,  with- 
out any  previous  knowledge  of  the  de- 
bate ;  but  as  the  proclamation  had  been 
declared  to  be  authentic,  it  was  evident 
that  news-paper  information  was  to  be 
trusted  as  much  as  that  given  in  any  other 
manner.     He   declared  his  amazement, 
that  the  motion  should  be  deemed  sudden 
and  ill*timed ;  he  said,  he  knew  of  no  time 
more  proper  for  appointing  a  committee 
for  the  revision  of  such   Acts   as   were 
deemed  grievances  by  the  Americans  than 
the  present.     That  the  question  was  not 
now,  what  should  be  altered,  and  what 
abould  remain  in  force ;  that  those  were 
considerations  to  be  agitated  when  they 
came  into  "a  committee ;  that  it  was  high 
time  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  gave 
America  reason  to  suppose  they  would  not 
always  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  her  complaints ; 
that  it  appeared  by  the  proclamation  of 
lord  Howe  that  he  had  promised  in  the ' 
King's  name,  that  such  Acts  as    they 
thought  grievances  should   be   revised; 
that  the  promise  went  to  an  assertion,  that 
parliament,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislature, 
would  enable  the  King  to  keep  his  word  ; 
that  therefore  it  was  high  time  parliament 
convinced  America  how  ready  they  were 
to  second  the  King's  endeavours  to  re- 
Btore  peace,  by  beginning  the  good  work 
with  a  revisal  of  the  Acts  which  oppressed 
America.    He  said,  the    remarks  of  a 
learned  gentleman  relative  to  the  futility 
of  the  House's  taking  into  their  considera- 
tion what  they  thought  the  grievances  of 
America,  because  it  might  afterwards  ap- 
pear they  were  not  considered  by  the 
Americans  as  grievances,  was  notoriously 
ill-founded.    That  the  gentleman  did  him- 
self and  the  House  much  wrong,  if  be- 
cause  parliament  had   collectively  been 
blind  to  the  several  publications  of  Ame- 
fica,  he  supposed  that  the  members  as  in- 
dividuals had  been  equally  blind,  and  neg- 
,  lected  to  peep  into  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented.     That  all  the  members 
had  made  themselves  masters  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  House  knew  the  griev- 
ffw^  Anierica  had  tp  complain  of,  was 


well  aware  what  she  felt  as  grievances, 
and  might  with  great  certainty  proceed  to 
redress  them.    The    learned  gentleaan 
had  given  some  new  ideas  of  liberty ;  be 
had    declared,    that    America   moat    be 
sobdoed,  America    most   be  conquered 
in  order  to  her  delhrerance.    This  eoort 
of  deliverance  was  to  him  a  new   con- 
sequence of  conauest;  from  all  that  he 
had  read  or  heard,  he  never  knew  tilat  a 
conquered  people  were  a  free  people,  and 
he  believed  the  House  woula  join  widi 
him  in  supposing,  that  from  tinne  imme- 
morial, the  very  reverse  of  freedom  had 
been  the  (ate  of  the  conquered.     At  to 
the  observation,  that  lord  Howe's  first  pro- 
clamation was  necessary  to   inform   the 
public  that  lord  Howe  was  arrived  in  Ame- 
rica, it  might  also  have  been  proper  to 
have  published  the  present  proclamatioo 
to  shew  that  he  was  still  there.     The  no- 
ble lord  who  spoke  last  had  accommodated 
himself  to  all  parties,  in  his  reasons  (or  not 
publishing  the  Declaration  in  the  Gasette. 
To  those  who  thought  it  ought  to   have 
been  made  public,  he  had  declared,  an  j 
man  might  read  it  in  the  news^papers; 
and  to  those  who  thought  it  ought  to  be 
kept  private,  he  had  said,  none  could  read, 
it  but  those  who  chose  to  take  a  voyage  to 
New  York,  where  they  would  find  it  pasted 
on  the  walls  of  the  haJf-bumt  houses ;  and 
that  he  had  not  printed  it  in  the  Gazette, 
because  lord  Chatham's  private  negocia- 
tions  with  M.  de  Bussy  were  not  printed 
there.    He  said  he  should  give  hia  vote 
for  the  motion,  although  he  knew  it  would 
not  be  carried,  and  ended  with  declaring, 
in  reply  to  the  observation  about  the  »t 
proclamation,  that  he  thought  a  church  an 
improper   place  to  promulgate    a  court 
creed  in,  and  that  so  to  act  was  to  prafime 
the  place  of  worship. 
The  House  divided. 

Tellers. 

Fox 
Byng 

vr^^e  iEarlLisbume        -        -lino 
^^^^  JMr.  Charles  Townshend  J  ^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative  *. 

*  (*  From  this  time  a  great  number  of  tbe 
miDority,  particularly  of  the  Rockingham 
party,  began  to  relax  in  their  atteodai  ce  upoa 
parliameot  in  either  House  ;  or  rather  to  wiUi- 
draw  themselves  wholly  and  avowpclly  upoo 
all  qiiefsiions  which  related  to  America,  mod 
only  to  attend  upon  such  matrera  of  private 
bills  or  business,  in  which  they  bad  some  par* 
ticolar  concern  or  interest.    This  ooadod 
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Debate  in  the  Cwmnons  on  ^  the  Navy 
ZsiifHates.2  Nov*  8.  In  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  Mr.  Bailer  moved, '«  That  45,000 
eaipen,  including  10,129  marines^  be  em- 
doyed  for  the  year  1777." 

•oir  George  Yonge  should  not  oppose 
he  motion,  though  he  must  oond^mn  the 
iervice  for  which  the  greatest  part  of  the 
teamen  were  destined.  But  while  he  ap- 
proved of  putting  this  country  in  a  proper 
(tate  of  defence,  he  must  reprobate  that 
'uinous  system  upon  which  the  present 
zivil  war  was  founded.  He  adverted  to 
the  declaration  made  by  lord  and  general 
Howe,  and  positively  affirmed  the  minis- 
ters were  by  that  declaration  pledged  to  a 
reversal  of  their  system  with  America. 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell  said,  that  the  naval 
strength  of  this  nation,  for  the  protection 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  account  publicly  given 
by  some  of  the  most  responsible  charac- 
ters in  office.     So  far  from  23  ships  of  the 
line  being  fit  for  sea,  as  was  asserted  at 
the  opening  of  parliament  by  the  first 
naval  authority  in  Great  Britain,  and  po- 
sitively insisted  on  by  a  noble  lord  over  the 
way  (lord  G.  Germaine)  we  had  not,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  complete  the  comple- 
ments of  13  sail  of  the  23  guardships  then 
in  commission,  so  as  to  render  them  in  a 
condition  to  encounter  an  enemy,  and  yet 
the  highest  war  establishment  of  this  coun- 
try is  lower  as  to  numbers  than  that  of  any 
other  naval  power  in  the  universe.     He 
conceived  it  to  be  the  immediate  duty  of 
parliament  to  take  measures  for  putting 
these  kingdoms  in  a  proper  state  of  naval 
defence,  and  not  softer  the  most  useful  of 
the  ships,  and  the  flower  of  your  seamen, 
to  be  sent  3,000  miles  off,  on  a  fruitless, 
romantic  attempt,  to  reduce  the  vast  con- 
tinent of  America  to  unconditional  sub- 
mission ;   utterly  lost  to  these  dominions, 
to  borrow  the  words  of  a  very  emphatic 
orator  (Mr.  Solicitor  General)  of  the  long 
robe,  "  by  the  folly  of  a  few,  the  madness 
of  some,  and  the  evil  designs  of  many,  who 
have  gone  headlong  into  these  desperate 
enterprizes."    Let  us  be  the  more  careful 
of  what  yet  remains  of  empire  and  of  li- 
berty, nor  leave  these  islands  in  a  defence- 

so  roarke<l,  that  some  of  the  principal  leaders 
of  op|M)sitioo,  afier  atteodini;  the  House  of 
Cofomons,  in  the  morning,  upon  private  bnsi- 
iiex9,  as  soon  as  a  public  question  was  iotro- 
doced,  look  a  formal  lea?e  of  the  Speaker,  and 
iminediately  withdrew."    Aaniial  Register. 


less  state,  while  our  confederate  enemies 
of  France  and  Spain  actually  command  till 
the  European  seas  with  a  fleet  of  50  men 
of  war*  We  should  be  told,  perhaps,  that 
it  18  highly  improper  thus  publicly  to  ex- 
pose the  weakness  of  our  navy  to  those 
mimical  powers,  of  whom  such  strong  ap- 
prehensions are  now  expressed.  If  there 
was  a  ray  of  hope  consistent  with  common 
sense,  that  such  specious  falshoods  of  go- 
vernment could  impose  upon  the  clear- 
sighted statesmen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
channel,  or  upon  their  ministers  or  emis- 
saries on  this  side,  we  might  allow  that  we 
had  in  the  noble  earl  the  best  commissioner 
of  the  Admiralty  that  ever  presided  at  that 
board  ;  1  mean  so  long  as  the  safety  of  the 
nation  depends  upon  concealing  or  dis- 
guising the  truth ;  for  I  verily  believe  him 
to  be  the  only  man  of  his  rank  and  educa- 
tion in  these  realms,  1  am  sure  he  is  the 
only  professed  moralist,  who,  after  reiter- 
ated oetection  in  the  grossest  im  positions, 
and  deep-laid  fictions,  can  rally  again,  and 
return  to  the  charge  with  so  sanctimonious 
a  composure^  so  dauntless  an  efirontery, 
that  the  rarity  and  perfection  of  the  yice 
almost  constitutes  it  a  virtue. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  called  Mr.  Lut- 
trell to  order,  appealing  to  the  committee, 
whether  so  personal  an  attack  ought  to  be 
suffered  ? 

Mr.  Luttrell  said,  he  would  persevere  in 
his  privilege  as  a  representative  of  the 
people,  to  set  forth,  in  as  strong '  colours 
as  he  pleased,  the  official  faults  or  iniqui- 
ties of  any  of  the  public  ministers  of  this 
country,  where  he  was  ready  to  support 
his  allegations  by  circumstantial  proofs. 

The  Attorney  General  insisted,  that  as 
there  was  no  accusation  formally  before 
the  House,  Mr.  Luttrell  could  not,  con- 
sistently with  the  rules  of  the  House,  pro- 
ceed any  further. 

Mr.  Luttrell  replied,  that  he  would,  at 
all  hazards,  proceed  in  acquitting  himself 
of  his  duty.  He  knew  (with  great  de- 
ference to  that  learned  gentleman)  he 
was  within  the  law  of  parliament,  and  the 
rights  of  every  member  of  it ;  and  that  the 
plea  of  wanting  a  formal  accusation  was  a 
chicane  which  should  avail  nothing ;  for  if 
the  ministry  would  suffer  him  to  carry  a 
motion  for  the  returns  and  state  of  the 
navy  on  which  to  grouad  his  charges,  he 
assured  the  House  he  would  do  no  less  in 
consequence  of  those  abuses  and  mal-prac- 
tices  which  must  on  enquiry  come  out, 
than  foHow  such  a  motion  by  an  address 
to  bis  Majesty,  **  that  he  would  bQ  gra* 
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eiowlj  pleaaedy  fi>r  the  welfiu»  of  Us  peo- 
ple»  to  remove  the  earl  of  Sandwlcb^  not 
only  firoiii  the  office  he  now  holds,  but 
from  the  royal  couociU  and  presence  for 
ever."  He  then  observed,  toat  to  give 
the  first  commissioner  of  Uie  naval  depart- 
ment the  palm  of  specious  folshoods,  while 
he  -had  so  many  competitors  in  the  minis- 
terial fraternity,  was  indeed  no  trifling 
compliment.  He  acknowledged  he  was 
run  hard  by  those,  men  who  give  ous  to 
the  world,  that  they  have  offi^ed  condi- 
tions of  peace,  and  a  real  redress  of 
grievances  to  the  people  of  Amert€l^ 
which  offers  have  been  rejected  by  those 
men  on  the  Treasury  .benco,  who  advanee, 
that  tlie  Congress  have  disavowed  every 
purpose  of  comciliation  short  of  indepen- 
dence. What  conditions  of  peace,  founded 
on  a  redress  of  real  grievanpes,  have  been 
o&red  to  the  Congress,  or  any  delegates 
in  wliom  the  Americans  put  a  trust  I  Slntt 
•we  again  be  insulted  and  nau8eate4  with 
your,  ambiguous,  hypocritical,  and  insi- 
duous  placards  and  proclamations,  tending 
only  to  allure  and  cajole  a  few  dastard 
renegadoes  from  the  cause*  ef  constitu- 
tional liberty  to  your  tyrannical  stand- 
ards ^  We  were  toM  by  a  noble  lord,  Uie 
other  night,  that  he  would  never  allow  the 
legislative  claims  of  this  country  to  be  a 
grievance.  These  were  his  very  words,  I 
took  them  down  in  writing  at  the  instant 
he  uttered  them.  One  of  the  first  crown 
lawyers  added,  that  nothing  could  satisfy 
government  short  of  unconditional  sub- 
mission. "  The  Americans  have  no  terms 
to  demand,"  said  he,  "  from  your  justice, 
whatever  they  may  hope  from  your  grace 
and  mercy."  Sir,  when  the  heathen  em- 
peror, Claudius  Csesar,  held  Caractacusand 
all  his  British  warriors  in  chains  at  his 
diariot  wheels,  he  talked  not  so  proud  a 
language  to  his  captives,  as  these  Chris- 
tian ministers^  while  they  invoke  the  spe- 
cial interpositioB  of  the  Almighty,  hold 
forth  to  their  own  countrymen  hitherto 
superior  to  them  in  the  lists.  In  short, 
atrip  off  the  mask  and  specious  falshoods 
from  every  department  of  the  state,  .as  it 
is  now  modelleil,  and  the*  war  is  a  war  of 
taxation,  a  war  of  injustice^  impiety,  and 
endless  bloodshed. 

Mr.  fl^ambweU  warmly  defended  lonT 
Sandwich,  and  gave  a  long  paneffyric 
upon  his  private  virtues,  puUic  talents, 
and  industi^ ;  said  he  was  the  best  minis- 
ter, and  perhaps  the  worthiest  man  in  diis 

country;  [here  the  House  lau^ied  hear- ^ 

tily]  tnat  he  was  not  to  be  hurt  by  the  lights  his  nadeBtaadiag  eouM  fbimrii; 


shafts  of  that  v^ement  mcaibcr  who 
spoke  hist  His  lordship  oogfat  to  be  re- 
vered and  honomred  by  every  beneit  man 
in  the  country  for  his  servioee  in  the  de- 
partment where  he  presides;  there  neter 
was  his  equal  in  office ;  he  gloried  in  caU- 
lag  him  his  friend,  nor  was  therea  ssan  lo 
admired- and  approved  of  by  foreignen. 

Mr.  LtOireU  made  a  short  re^y,  sad 
ended  by  saying  he  verily  believed  that 
foreigaera  approved  asaQh  of  our  having 
at  this  conjuncture  such  a  man  in  sncfa  sa 
office,  and  thsi  he  might  perkape  be  wor- 
shipped by  the  savi^es  of  Olafaeite:  he 
meddled  not  with  his  worthiaeas  in  sodil 
life»  b«it  he  thouaht  no  good  sdbject  of 
this  country  heU  him  worthy  of  his  public 
tnisL 

Lord  Mu^Me  said^  he  was  glad  to 
fiad  the  hon.  iaead>er  inteoded  lonofe 
lor  a  serious  parljamealary  enqoaryisla 
the  conduct  of  hts  noble  friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty  board ;  that  when- 
ever the  truth  came  out,  the  boo.  mem- 
ber, however  prejudiced  he  was  tt  this 
time^  by  vague,  ill-founded,  and  empty 
conjectures^  would^  if  he  had  any  caadoar 
in  his  aatuve,  become  a  c^airert  to  a  bet- 
ter-founded and  more  just  epinioa :  fiv 
that  the  British  nation  had  never  known 
a  first  commissioner  of  the  Afbniralty  eqasl 
10  the  present  in  capacity  and  nierilorisos 
services.  He  therefore  wished  the  ban. 
member  to  move  a  fair,  puUic  test  of  die 
noble  earPs  conduct;  aad  he»  aa  theneUe 
earPs  firiend,  would  stand  aa  forward  ai 
any  gentleman  could  do  to  seoood  if. 

Lord  North  said,  that  his  Majes^  had 
in  that  noble  earl  a  very  capable  and  aes- 
lous  servant,  who  ought  not  to  be  thus  sl- 
tacked  in  his  absence,  from  a  collection  cf 
loose  suroMses,  and  low  news-paper  abuse; 
that,  if  the  hon.  member  would  inlsnn 
himself  of  the  veal  desert  of  the  noUe 
earl,  he  must  retract  his  imputatioo,  aad 
admit,  that  the  most  laborious  and  emiaeat 
public  services  had  been  rendered  this  em- 
pire since  he  came  to  the  naval  admius- 
tration* 

Lord  PaJmenUm  spoke  in  soBpest  sf 
lord  Sandwich,  and  the  present  board  sf 
Admiralty ;  but  he  said,  thai  in  comaMod- 
ing  the  noble  earPs  aasiduity  and  talentB^he 
would  not  be  understood  to  detract  in  say 
degree  from  the  praise  due  to  lord  Hawfc^ 
with  whom  he  had  likewise  been  in  office. 

Mr.  LuttreU  told  lord  Mulgrave.  he 
was  not  apt  to  become  a  convert,  after  ha 
bad  once  formed  his  aund  open  the  beit 
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liat  the  two  noble  lords  did  him  injiuitioe, 
'hen  they  imputed  bis  accinjtions'  to 
uoDjinous  flhinder,  or  vague  uiwilbetfui- 
al  testimon)' ;  that  when  thk  boasted 
tv9ux  of  the  noble  earl  came  to  be  en* 
uire4  into^  it  would  be  found  he  had 
een  intrusted  annually  with  twice  as 
lud)  of  the  public  money  as  any  one  of 
is  predeceMors  in  office;  therefore  he 
aght  certainly  to  have  the  fleet  in  a  more 
wmtdable  condition ;  but  certain  it  was, 
tat  a  great  part  of  this  treasure  was  not 
pplied  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  grant* 
d ;  there  had  been  a  multitude  of  errors, 
ad  much  corruption,  which  he  was  pre- 
ired  to  produce  evidence  of,  whenever 
le  House  would  give  a  candid  hearing. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
louse  resumed* 

Mr.  LuttreU  then  moved,  as  the  first 
ridence  necessarv,  on  which  to  establish 
ie  truth  of  his  charges,  and  even  for  the 
laterial  information  of  parliament,  inde- 
endent  of  the'  proposed  address  to  the 
jng,  to  displace  the  earl  of  Sandwich ; 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
itest  weekly  accounts  received  at  the  Ad- 
liralty,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  present 
^ssion  of  parliament,  from  the  admiral, 
r  commander  in  chief,  of  his  Majesty's 
iips  and  vessels  at  the  several  ports  of 
Ihatham,  Portsmouth,  and  Plymouth ;  to* 
ether  with  the  latest  accounts  received  at 
lie  Admiralty,  prior  to  the  commence- 
lent  of  this  session,  of  the  state  and 
ondition  of  all  ships  and  vessels  of  war 
(nployed  on  channel  service,  or  on  the 
oasts  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland."  He 
'ould  shew  by  these  accounts,  that  the 
iformation  given  to  both  Houses  on  the 
rst  day  of  this  session,  of  the  state  of  the 
avy,  when  it  was  officially  alleged,  that 
e  iiad  23  ships  of  the  line  fit  to  take  the 
$as,  and  many  more  in  great  forwardness, 
nd  that  our  neet  at  home  wad  then  a  full 
latch  for  the  combined  squadrons  of 
Vance  and  Spain,  should  they  visit  these 
oasts,  was  a  aangerous,  wicked,  and  Wil- 
li imposition  on  parliament,  and  the 
rhole  nation.  We  nad  not,  he  said,  near 
»000  efiective  men  in  the  28  guardships 
•ut  together,  and,  to  complete  their  com« 
lements  for  war,  near  double  that  num- 
er  would  be  requisite.  Our  frigates, 
loops,  and  small  craft,  were  most  of  them 
(pon  remote  service ;  and  those  ships  of 
he  line,  put  lately  into  commission,  mleg- 
d  by  the  American  secretary  to  be  m 
;reat  forwardness,  had  not  a  twentieth 
»art  of  their  war  complement;  neither 
fW[%  the  returns  of  the  impressed  men  in 


and  'd>out  this  mletropolis^  on  the  first 
ni^t  of  issuing  the  warrants^  above  one* 
third  in  number  of  what  the  runners  of  go« 
vemment  were  ordered  to  spread  abrcMid. 
At  Portsmouth,  and  Its  environs,  the  b- 
Untion  of  impressing  men  was  known  to 
all  the  acaiaring  people  24  hours  before 
the  press-gangs  were  in  motion;  so  we 
succeeded  but  ill  in  that  quarter,  and  still 
worse  on  the  western  eoasts.  In  short,  if 
the  peofde  of  England  knew  the  real  state 
of  our  marine  power  and  resources,  and 
tlie  peat  superiority  of  our  natural 
enemies  in  these  seas,  they  would  scarce 
suffer  so  many  ships  and  men  to  be  dis* 
patched  to  the  furthest  quarter  of  the 
globe,  even  on  a  more  rational  and  profit* 
able  pursuit  than^  the  reduction  of  our 
American  colonies  to  despotism,  before 
we  had  secured  the  seat  of  our  empire 
from  invasion  and  ruin.  He  was  confident, 
after  the  impatience  of  the  noble  earPs 
friends  to  bring  him  to  a  fair  ordeal,  he 
should  be  seconded  in  this  motion  by  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  or  the  noble* 
lord  (Mulgrave)  in  his  eye. 

The  Attorney  General  argued  stren-* 
uously  against  receiving  the  motion :  and 
the  friends  of  administration  were  for 
throwing  it  out  without  further  discussion. 
Mr.  T.  TotvnsheNcit  after  shewing  that 
the  motion  was  strictly  parliamentary  and 
of  material  import  to  the  business  then  be- 
fore the  House,  seconded  it ;  and  asked 
what  opinion  any  unprejudiced  person 
could  entertain  of  those  gentlemen  who  so 
strenuously  encouraged  the  hon.  gentle- 
man in  his  enquiry,  and  now  shrunk  from 
the  trial.  This  clandestine  and  unwar- 
ranted step  of  with'holding  the  first  official 
palmers  called  for,  would  stamp  a  sentence 
on  their  friend  and  patron,  not  much  to 
his  honour  or  bis  advantage. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Hartley  suuported  the  mo- 
tion, and  drew  a  mournful  picture  of  this 
country  in  its  present  condition,  and  a 
very  odious  one  of  thejadministration,  and  . 
the  systems  on  which  they  acted. 

Mr.  LuttreU  insisted,  that  the  absolute 
management  of  the  maritime  power  of  the 
British  empire  was  too  arduous,  too  solid, 
too  important  a  trust,  to  be  committed  to  a 
hon  vivant  of  lord  Sandwich's  levity  of 
disposition  and  known  depravity  of  con- 
duct, especially  now  the  piping  hours  of 
jubilee  and  dalliance  were  at  an  end ;  and 
we  ought  to  prepare  for  naval  operations 
of  the  most^ substantial  import  to  the  safety 
of  these  islands. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 
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Proceedings  respecting  the  Shqftesbwy 
Election."]  Nov.  22.  Sir  George  Seeoite 
said,  be  had  a  petition  to  pfesent  firom 
Thomas  Ruaibold,  esq.  respecting  the 
Shaftesbury  election.  Thepetkiooer  pray« 
ed  that  the  votes  of  the  House  of  last  ses- 
sion, b^  which  the  House  agreed  with  the 
committee  on  the  Shaftesbury  election, 
might  be  re-oonsidered,  and  such  relief 
given  to  the  petitioner  as  the  House  in  its 
wisdom  should  think  fit.  After  expatiat- 
ing on  what  he  thought  the  injustice  that 
had  been  done  to  the  petitioner  on  the 
necessity  of  supporting  the  dignity  of  par- 
liament, he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up 
tlie  petition. 

Mr.  GrenvUle  opposed  the '  bringing  it 
up  at  that  time*  He  had  no  interest  in 
the  question,  nor  any  connection  with  the 
parties ;  but  he  knew,  that  several  gentle- 
men who  had  served  on  the  Shaftesbury 
committee  were  absent,  it  being  generally 
understood  some  days  sincei  that  no  more 

Eublic  business  was  to  come  on  before  the 
olidays ;  and  miiny  of  the  country  gen* 
tlemen  who  were  interested  in  the  question 
were  also  absent.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned  to  Feb.  S. 

Mr.  Poxxds  seconded  Mr.  Grenville's 
motion. 

Mr.  Hans  SfanUy  seconded  sir  G.  Sa- 
vile's  motion.  He  said,  he  had  as  great 
respect  for  the  members  absent  as  any 
man,  but  God  forbid  a  regard  for  any  per- 
sons should  prevent  a  British  House  of 
Commons  from  doing  immediate  justice. 
«  The  House  was  now  by  three  times  fuller 
than  when  the  votes  complained  of  by  the 
petitioner  were  passed.  The  parties  con- 
cerned had  known  that  a  motion  for  re- 
scinding those  hasty  resolutions  would  be 
made  before  tlie  holidays.  He  knew  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  House  to  have. re- 
scinded them  last  year,  if  it  had  not  been 
contrary  to  the  standing  order  of  the 
House,  not  to  permit  the  same  question 
twice  in  one  session. 

Mr.  Grenville's  inotion  was  negatived. 
Then  the  Petition  was  brought  up,  and 
read ;  setting  forth,  *<  That,  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  the  House  came  to 
divers  Resolutions,  upon  taking  into  con- 
aideration  the  minutes  of  the  examination 
taken  before  the  select  committee,,  who 
were  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the 
merits  of  the  petition  of  Hans  Wintrop 
Mortimec,  esq.  complaining  of  an  undue 


election  and  return  for  the  borough  of 
Shaftesbury,  and  in  particular  a  resola-' 
tion,  i  *  That  it  appeared  to  this  House* 
from  the  s&id  minutes,  that  the  petitioner 
was  a  principal  promoter  'and  suborner  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  at  the  said 
election ;'  and  that  the  petitioner  had  not 
any  intimation  given  him,  that  any  pro- 
ceedings were  intended  to  be  bad  with  re- 
spect to  him^  and,  as  the  petitioner  is 
conscious  of  his  innocence,  tie  trusia  he 
should  have  been  able,  had  he  been  ap- 
prized of  such  proceedings,  to  have  satis- 
fied the  House,  that  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  so  hdnous  a  charee ;  and  that  the 
petitioner's  character  and  reputation  are 
highly  affected  by  the  said  resolution  ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  did  make  an  applica- 
tion, in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  to 
the  House,  for  relief  in  the-  premises, 
which  was  rejected;  and  the  resoIutioQ 
concerning  which  the  petitioner  offered 
his  said  petition  having  been  passed  in  the 
said  session,  the  petitioner  apprehends, 
that  that  circumstance  might  have  been  a 
motive  to  the  House,  not  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  his  said  petition :  the  petitioner 
therefore  hopes,  that,  this  clause  no  longer 
existing,  his  request  may  now  be  more  ia- 
vourably  received.^  A  similar  petition  was 
also  presented  from  Francis  Sykes,  esq. 

Sir  G.  Savile  then  moved,  <*  That  the 
entry  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the 
14th  of  February  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, of  the  proceedings  of  the  House^ 
on  taking  into  consideration  the  minutes 
of  the  examination  taken  before  the  select 
committee,  who  were  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Hans  Wintrop  Mortimer,  esq.  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  and  return  for  the 
borough  of  Shafton,  otherwiise  Sliaftes- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  Thomas  Uumbold,  esq^ 
together  with  the  order  of  the  same  day 
to  the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute  the 
said/Thos.  Rumbold,esq.  might  be  read.'* 
And  the  same  being  read  accordingly, 
he  next  moved.  "  Tiiat  tlie  said  order  to 
the  Attorney  (reneral,  for  prpsecuting  the 
said  Thomas  Rurobold,  esq.  be  discfaai^- 
ed."  The  like  orders  for  prosecuting  Mr. 
Sykes  and  six  of  the  electors,  were  also 
discharged. 

On  the  15th  of  December  both  Housec 
adjourned  to  the  23rd  of  January,  1777. 
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